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Q. W, 2 0 0 OgTacwe difdu =
)@ [@9w 2 @idad Ofd. &8«
oy, d. 8] gowzndiied .

sanu, . u. 2 wells@s FmQug. FuTHETUST
satson [Csenoas 1S faw,

Cs. V. r.] s%venin sna8ey.

LI LOTEST  2jevut.  eTL.

The House met at 2 .M., MR. SPEAKER
[Tee Hon. Sir ALBERT F. PEries, K.B.E.]
in the Chair.

eIV sehy SIS
Fwrbsastiu’ L. wCFrsréser

BirL1s PRESENTED

ced gRmsm 335 enYLuD»
2 wir &evall wler ST

HIGHER EDUCATION BILL

o ¢B. 8. @8, &. S8weml
(eRmB® N e WOuy SEAC
G OB)

(Qzerres g9. ertb. Yi. @, FAWQSTON—
sa6ll, srFrr dlasrr gawEsF)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—Min-
ister of Education and Cultural Affairs)

I present a Bill to provide for the
establishment of a National Council
of Higher Education, for the
establishment, maintenance and
administration of Higher Educational
Institutes, and for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto. 1
shall issue the Sinhalese and Tamil
versions of the Bill in due course.

DO BNBDRDOB, cesed gAvsmn 8
Aed LB e EBYE0 ¢cesed
gOmemn BERACD gunnm 8H9300sY
&y »aA’y HEOCH wrnd &R
883ecd vmry emPBumzy & 3 @28
By @D,

2 —epls gals 15884—T773 (66/7)
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emBus ©ems EEmsI8®

c® womE’ e»Iesenf BwE on
6c0g 806 oS mGewd OO
G .

DD 5NN

(Furprust genr&er)

(Mr. Speaker)

When is the Second Reading ?

a& S8wemE @

(Qazorreu FiflGETavem)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
On the 25th July.

Ofd. @d. Ded DTN Scn.
(ee®@ees)

(Blap. erii, QYf. LGk UL 0T preIs&s—
QasriGr)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

In regard to the Hon. Minister’s
statement that he proposes shortly to
issue copies of this Bill in the
Sinhala and Tamil languages we are
very much obliged to him. But I do
think that, since the purpose of
giving notice of a Bill must be to
serve Members with notice of the
contents of what we are to discuss,
it is not satisfactory, if I may say so
with respect, for the Hon. Minister
to tell us that he proposes to give
Sinhala copies shortly.

It is necessary that in fixing the
date for the discussion there must be
sufficient advance information to all
hon. Members of the House of the
contents of the Bill. There are some
hon. Members in this House who do
not understand the English language
and it is within their right to
demand of this House that they must
have legislation given to them in a
language which all of us are capable
of understanding. For that reason
I must protest against the
Hon. Minister’s statement relating to
fixing the Bill for the Second Read-
ing Debate and fixing a date without
having at the same time given us
today the Sinhala copy. I, therefore,
ask that no date be fixed for the
Second Reading until such time as the
Sinhala copy of the Bill is before the
House.
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aé &8womc

(Qserrey mifluQarave )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I am not legally bound to do so,
but I will distribute those copies
before the Debate commences.

ofd. @b, e FTWdsnem D,
(8. erils. Qi L wen veTLrIFrUSS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is most unsatisfactory to say
that we are to be given a copy of the
Bill in Sinhala in time before the
Second Reading. It means that it
can be given to us the day before the
Second Reading.

DS BNGEHB S

(FUTrprLsT euiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Within a reasonable time.

ofS, @d. dwed ATNd2nw S,
(Blay. erls. i L wew wveTLrIprLESs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

What is the reasonable time ? Can
we not fix a time now ? Can you

not say, by tomorrow or the day
after ?

a8 S8wemE @
(Qsorres FilwGsrove)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Before we take up the Bill for
discussion.

ofd. @l BDwed ATndsnwm S,
(8. eris. oyi. Lwew UL rrpTLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is not satisfactory. “ Before
we take up for discussion” would
mean in two days ?

oG S8weanCE @

(Qsorrey mAlwQsrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Two days from today.

Ofd. @8, awtd AFWSrnem S,
(Bm. erir. opi. 1_weow LIGOT LT T 5T II& S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Even that statement, if I may say

80, puts the Opposition into a dis-
advantage. We must have time to

Bewldm 8535 Sedces
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study the Bill. We do not want to
come to this House and take up your
time and the time of the House
arguing on matters without a proper
and complete understanding of what
we are talking about. It is surely a
matter of elementary courtesy to this
House that the Minister must give
us sufficient time. We all believed
that we were being given notice
today. This is a matter that had been
discussed among party Leaders. We
certainly have agreed to give our co-
operation to the full to the Hon.
Minister in agreeing to take up for
discussion this Education Bill. But it
is most unfair to us, if I may say so
respectfully, to give us an English
copy only of the Bill and then tell us,
“We will give you a copy in Sinhala
a few days hence and still for all we
want to proceed with the Desbate
according to the original arrange-
ment ”, which we stand by assuming
that a Sinhala copy is given to us
today. If a Sinhala copy is not to be
given to us today then all I can say
is we cannot stand by our agreement.

a& E8wemCE

(Qaserres mlwGasrove)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Four days’ time is quite enough to
go through the Bill. Today is the
18th ; I will give the Sinhala version
on the 20th.

ofS. ¢l Dwed DTMérmwn .
(B85, 6Tl Q. L_won LIS Irprii&s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

If the Hon. Minister took 15 months
to formulate this Bill, is it fair to
expect us within a matter of two or
three days to formulate our objections
to this Bill ? I do submit that this is
really and manifestly an unfair pro-
cedure. In those circumstances I
would appeal to you not to take this
Bill up, if the Opposition objects and
says, “ We are not ready ”, on the day
it comes up for discussion, unless the
Minister is in a position, in accordance
with the undertaking he had given, to
circulate a Sinhala copy of the Bill
today.
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(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon—Dambulla)
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¢8 cOEMBEE Bedd mmin DEHD 59,
e CwBwuEEDCH deed wensy
NEW WO, Sehem Dedsy e
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DS®50 . Dend® »O g8
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Y, ©g8edsy O sy cA®
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d. 98, pNed Owi. (1:8)

(Bn. 9. a1 G_re—irssomp)

(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)

@G WANEDRCR, @& FRABED
BN gmmaws e e® amny
emQEum BomecsY 9E8uny WExrI»D
OR@ BoBRWCD e o B, @
CELeC' ® 09 ymwwd 840D
&G WEH.

@& S8wemE @

(Osorrar mlwQsrée)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

@I snrIeef Cem queT ) mEewds?
Qe BBw c@med @6 . & ¢80
cdme W O WmCw Ged mnem.
Feag »Own Befews E0d® m@xS
nsyetd G Wéewrm Sews’ cOcndR.

DD D,

(8. girai)

(Mr. Tudawe)

EOBD 8O WO @D BodE ®0®
Ow B 6® Few D o nBewsy’ =
a0, »PY «EGec@sTdD aimes
80O i e SolGCIOr k0]
BodC 000605 wmE’ emOumey
@E8eny WEHTO GAmB® om  esoed
W18329 OW FOBP@O 830DsT 0@
uean. ¢BCeC ob VTR swmm
DG getd & wydencwksy® gmen
DEHN. 68 @GR B8mD ewPYBum g8
RN ede WEHD. Bgfemnd Bow
eCrY e® vm ewABum 9E8ut W
e D ¢g8s Hwmd.

0 565225 S0

(surprust ojeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

D 96 €® BvHD ewQ8em A
MBI BodG ez WE®  gwd
WEWB) TMEH GexY 5.

emw omQOum 1966 HE 25 om 8EE €L0W
06 Bwu g w8 dw Y DE @NaBe
Bewla Dé® c2,

w@srgm, 1966, e~ 25 20 Cs58 Quewmmin
pevm WSS Li_eyib, .,w#@.'_c.ru:_@ﬂ@&;@@mmg.

Bill to be read a Second time upon
Monday, 25th July 1966, and to be
printed.
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SITTING OF THE HOUSE

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D (928, Bl 2
S¢CAC OB o LIeNBNGD)

(Qzerrey &. F. 1 foour—arent], S
ursar, Werdlens yowsFmHd ForL (LS
a/hLD)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

6®® ewldrsnd & @E8uny WEMI:
“qc 8m 388 med®2 ¥x'E & BCw 1966

46 s 19 9» goxdido & = 10 9 eowf
DHE B @P®.”

g pw 30um e, smuldn T
el@) flPEEUILLQ an mseETaTenliulL g
Question put, and agreed to.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qserrey &. 9. 19 Fveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

c®® ewidrNde @ QESun WEMI.

C o 8 ¢bem of HDS Bewdwed DV we
wsY & Baesc 1966 “E v 19 B godidrd
ex78) Pedaced dd8® & = 10 EO ¢
12 ee¥&ne; q. ew. 2 BO q. o0, 4 ¢l De; q. o,
430 BO g.ex. 830 ey e 8w unw; md¢ (g)
g &n. 8 O god 8 ¢ben & %NS Bewdmed (5)
8o (6) 8 e¥e DY@ 8w gnwe; (Hp)
DN g. . 830 8 & Do exxdPm
TS @eF Aced d&E80 @ mmIw wxpe.”

5@ mae I ném ¢cd
afl@y e10S SubLriGLHm .
Question proposed.

@8, BoaTOnY-t5@nY Owo.
DEH Ce ¥5YF)

(Bm. . Smsorer-wear—puwer
SYEE S Gl )

(Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon—Appointed
Member)

I \_;vould like to know whether it is
the intention to have the same hours

of Sitting on the 20th and 21st also
so that we will know where we stand.

(eaf

Bewidn 058 Oedacn
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DS BN SN0

(FLr TSt el &eir )
(Mr. Speaker)

Yes.

00. 8. ¢ ocmB HSDIXD Ows.
(825257 ecnd))

(Ba. erid. . g Qerusr & Paur per—
PNeyeurmCar.)

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda)

That was the agreement we arrived
at.

0d o3, 8. SuddAm (SH¥s qedSs
80 e DeTT SHEMSR
Scdn wOum 88ac @RI i€
e@x535 eC=m®)

(Qzorras Ggg. i QuUersT—QIr
QrEs gowFFmDd 197D 2JELDF&F T FILD
urgariy Qaefldlasrr  yowssr b
urrrEhLeTPE sriflushguy)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to

the Prime Minister and Minister of De-
fence & External Affairs)

On the 20th we will have the same
hours of Sitting. On the 21st the
vote will be taken at 4.30 p.M.

b 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qserray &. 9. g Goveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It will be like on a Friday.

aé o8 @d. ¥wdZA»
(Qaerres Ceg. gyi. equeurser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
We begin at 10 A.m.

D BNGEDH

(FUTprsT gjeuiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Except that the vote will be taken

at 4.30 p.Mm.
yd»a S0um» CEsY, swuldm Ja.
Sl Pdsiul® ah nEbaneteriuce .

Question put, and agreed to.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

227

G ERENDew WD :
IR DICONSE I 2
D eRiSmD B D¢
[9590n Eo]

wsrCsarSuGilers oeor
2. IS Sray efoul Gib

[epeinapd prei]

GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH :
DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS

[THIRD DAY]

Goewd@m [¥€ 14] B&ag =»E »a® G¢
Dcw 2Rl IRy Bfa Bewiaw
Rad» &, 0 goe @ e [HE 8]—

d@ellenr HBss555@ (g 14] Bsiar 58
massuGuny elamg [grdv 8] Wor griblésy
u. Qauam@owgid &L n urTFdsiurL g,

Order read for resuming Adjourned

Debate on Amendments [14th July] to
Question—[8th July]

" gBeG gopeRmén®s 88z LTI Cg
D00 BEnd dwcws’ 0@ 9345 ©HAC®
8§87 som ¢Hedmn HB cwldxnd @28ss
NG @AMS:

‘gBods CnSEns,

=EEec@sInd 82w HEc®8 PanHenss
8827 =2TITHE ewgen DN ednedxsd
Beadds @78 e3Aced m@ifmewd Om q8
AN &HTC B WEY, g €d» @E8=mt
DO C¢ BuG® WEenDCO gued gdhma
8® WS BD g8 IO 688 eCHu PYmw
D6Q.' "—[DBees e D wn.]

‘ QuertenwnguBu wsr GserHuBuatseiar o
sssHpE  parh  pell@ipsionss

s egenw (DFFenu F0ilEs GaueiBin,

BLosST@RYLD

*“ Guereniownar graeT HwiFpss D@,

Urom@sociTme sl CsT ey 2471bi g gIema s
gs sraser BspsHumetiu NosmssSne o
BSlsor sl 245 & SeuTHEETTE BIEISCT 6TIOS B65T
Peow s Qsfeldsms Qanar@Bmib. SIBEET &M
Sir efllwdiser wreyh erwm saeTmst Qum

Quenr 2 mBuals@FTmw’ "—[Das. shwsrs
uesmim].
“That this House do present the

following Address to His Excellency the
Governor-General in reply to his Speech :

‘May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Members of the House of
Representatives, thank Your Excellency
for the Speech with which you have been

1966 &G 18
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28 ewidznd BEAe Fncw
pleased to open Parliament. We assure
Your Excellency that we shall give our

attention to all matters placed before
us.’ ”’—[Mr. Dharmadasa Banda].

ol dm woowddm, NS ewidznd gud Iny
R[S :

pergl mallgyn  UGoolawrullen () .miGlulley Geiiu
Bh&1s 10 SlubuliGuhy Da5s S

Which Amendments were, at the end
of the Question, to add :

I
" demmg PO, ePAd su8n w8 Ddeds,

(@) P0EmWO gorlan DE e thden
860 u@emds 6Cu LLElk® o
DA B3RO gewemus Pewzd
esIE® S we LT 6znd 8 8D
00 8¢l dvdmwed wOWed DB
w6 qB enlBxI¢;

(@) SF@ 888mnDa ¢RBRERD e endC
Bwed Coonds g8 RSB exd
exny co@sIe;

() su8e 2839c @Bl &¥OCw $i8m
DEdmed sHhemnds SO oS
eandx’e;

(@) HBn wdde a8 HE® 8
ATl %Bm LTBw n Coxm 6COG
&¥n B8 s g0d g méosl s@@Bw
Hnsiem HED g SHBB n&ed
TSI B DS, Gorxd WO
M 800 P HesIzng Ewkdd cam il
endsie ;

(@) vhosIGw s oeweds BdSmw
gone 26857 @ wend §¢8m ™
wrd Bdewld gdan B gD
TSI Deesd 2D sem  wdsie,
¢cotd ol cHdnl8sI0 wm eda
ey 86N TD  deda  moom
cRD® o0& dYTees’ BEnBed
Hets 8ECw gRemB WESsT e,
GedRD Secldmwe WS uinf s’ ag
88 BeT8xde, T €A = SOI
Mt EBTe e BAew Bededd
Aded8® wm cug LIS mom®
W68sTe, LAHHTHNHE gEEHEHS
eRendxf 8B HEe® BB 1exd0d
sl @68x3e, Yme 8 s gnssy
G DD BE® TnBsB DB
e8I m® WS @B} endsT &;

(3) sdmd® etdndsT sBs.B8hme B8P
085 ¥ cdDdTB 9dd @ %HD
@@ §uOEsIO BB8mb HEBD T
o6, dJusd hfn sTFsed pRID
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Beazmn8 eo@dmded &Gmn wiesd
%8 ®nYe — emlH E0¢D @B
endxd ¢

(&) B BT grenezs’o® somBD
B W68 qedRD «w@sI8m 8 b
EEdE Lidenm Ex¥e gedmumaznd

Gi€ es@fnesy 80 exd

DO T £5ENd wewsI Al ga

$edRed edled on GeTRAED ot

538 ot DOP&ICD sTd §f

cen®sl ¢;

g® e

(@2) 1965 @ @BIEHmESE wod 60 =0EE
c@xImed gS@® @B Dwéw géREST
cn@ensy duzied DG 2SEd
wensd 8 emebdslg 98 HED =i
dnewsd geemes Jewsd ¢

=g, 1966 dE 8 2Be Wém G¢ CHensd
dosdetHecd @SB —

8edRm AmeBasld edecndsd cem Ce
edRtiCm B8 HEED BHWGE M A
eehTINg wdmd 8ed&n Spdxiemsd
IS GBI geremesny Jc® sROEwS
Dnens’ ¢, CndmwWD ¢ G gAmMS 8 ¢
Do, emebhrig @F ﬁs?@a & DO ®®
éBsT e fB DE Dm¥ AGemehTR
8856868 gulsd Hw BRSO erxneR8e Bewe,
PEBRE 6 QLHEE BT t0Dwd, c&Bxs
Dumd, ¢u@dwume, o Emmdend eu¥d d
§5)086 5T PEFRD [DE HHDD T
oD 88 Culed nAE B 99 ww@newsd
e0Ecld wém el e,

20, 08 DSHD—

(1) Bed@m @ewldrwsy CohomBied o
2080 @O 260 Blw® gorw
somd =6 oBO sen ceeRde®
B@emebHIND @md, ‘€NdSE  gag
88 8 ®@E8n HTFde’ dwewsd
858 wé af mFTDw o =8
e 88 ewddsndsy emB 99D o
Dém cudsye;

(ii) éx¥@ed cexmn@iBnec® s »e E8E
BER o o Hes Bow BeSiFewd
sy g8 £C® mm &  enc
Aemebhiy @8 8 ) D gxw
Déemn @E® cnlsIe,;

(iii) 29 8wed® ¢R8P0 mD ecwddzn ¢88
ey 6 DD ulehsS 65D @ 2O
@l BB mermDewn cCes L
057 exnd @edRed ©idel ewldzn
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“but inasmuch as the Government,
in the past Session,

(a) has failed to ensure that a
sufficient supply of essential
articles are available to the
people at reasonable prices; and
thereby lengthened the queues
and added to the hardships of
people who have to stand in
them ;

(b) has not been able to reduce
unemployment or to relieve the
acute shortage of houses;

(¢) has not even sustained the rate of
national economic growth of past
years ;

(d) under the guise of achieving
national unity, has taken steps to
‘implement an agreement between
the United National Party and
the Tlankai Thamil Arasu
Kachchi, which has undermined
the position of the Official
Language and will lead to the
division of Ceylon :

(e) while professing its faith in the
democratic way of life, has
prolonged a needless State of
Emergency for over six months :
victimized and taken revenge
against several thousands of its
employees and its political
opponents ; prohibited and
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obstructed the distribution of

newspapers critical of the
Government ; banned  public
meetings and processions for

several months ; sought to enact
laws that would have severely
curbed democratic liberties, and
admittedly manifested dictatorial
tendencies within itself ;

(f) under the guise of re-organizing
the armed services, has sought to
penalize Buddhist and national-
minded members of these services
and has formed new army units
under the command of well-
known and active members of
the United National Party ;

(g) has, contrary to its pious declara-
tions, appointed to high positions
in the Public Service and in
public corporations persons
whose main qualification for such
appointment is that they are
defeated candidates or loyal
members of constituent political
parties of the Government; and

(h) has failed to implement many of
the promises made during the
General Election of 1965 and in
Your Excellency’s Address to the
first Session of this Parliament ;

and further, inasmuch as Your
Excellency’s Address of 8th July 1966—

in general, discloses that, as a result of
its failure to obtain assistance from
its friends abroad in the measure it
hoped for despite the many political
and economic concessions it has made
to foreign capitalists, and as it is un-
able to honour both the extravagant
and deceitful promises it made to the
people and to justify the false hopes
it engendered in its supporters, the
Government has sunk into a state of
political bankruptcy, apathy, disunity
and decline that has in turn, led to
the growth of dangerous dictatorial
tendencies within the Government :

and, also, inasmuch as the Address,

(i) reveals that, apart from the hope
of attracting foreign investment
and of inducing the private
sector to take part in develop-
ment, the Government has no
concrete proposals to rectify what
they describe as “the general
setting of stagnation and crisis
in the economy ” ;

(ii) discloses that the Government has
lost all hope of easing the pro-
blem of unemployment and
reducing the shortage of houses
by its own efforts;

(1ii) does not propose any new measures
to bring down the cost of living,
and only re-iterates the Govern-
ment’s past measures which have
dismally failed to do so;
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i significantly failed even to

S hal?}e-it(—_%'ate the yunfuiﬁlled promise
made in the last Address to grant
political rights to certain cate-
gories of employees in the public
sector ; and

(v) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to abandon the
anti-national, undemocratic and
reactionary policies it pursued
during the last session;

we wish to express our lack of confi-
dence in Your Excellency’s Government. ”
—[Mm. Keuneman].
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“but in view of the fact that Your Ex-
cellency’s Address contains no reference
fo the alarming and dangerous situation
that has developed in Vietnam, we wish,

(a) to condemn the bombing of Hanoi
and Haiphong and other parts of
the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam by U. S. aircraft ;

(b) to condemn the persecution of
Budhists in South Vietnam by
the undemocratic and American-
supported Cao Ky regime ;

(c) to demand that the Geneva Agree-
ment of 1954 should be res-
pected and that all armed forces
of the U.S.A. and its allies should
be withdrawn from South
Vietnam ; and

(d) to express our desire that the
people of Vietnam should have
the right to determine their
future for themselves. " —
[Mr. Keuneman].
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“but inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Address does not disclose any intention
by the Government to prepare a new
constitution for Sri Lanka which will,
among other matters,

(a) establish a completely indepen-
dent and sovereign Republic in
which all power will be derived
from the people of Sri Lanka ;

(b) ensure the unitary character of the
State and the indivisibility of Sri

Lanka ;

be free from undemocratic features
such as the Senate and the

(e)

Appointed Members of the
House of Representatives ;
(d) remove all Ilimitations on the

sovereignty of Parliament such
as those contained in Section 29
and other parts of the present
Constitution ;

declare the socialist objectives of

the people of Sri Lanka and
guarantee fundamental demo-
cratic and other rights such as
the freedoms of speech, asso-
ciation, meeting and religious
chship, the right to work, etc;
an

(f) abolish all features of the present
Constitution inherited from the
Colonial past (e.g., the Public
Service Commission) that impede
administrative efficiency and
rapid national and economic pro-
gress or limit the responsibility
of the Government of the day
for the administration and execu-
tive actions ;

(e)

this House has no confidence in Your
Excellency’s Government.—[Mr. Keune-
man].
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“put inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Address reveals no intention on the part
of the Government to withdraw the harsh
and arbitrary punishments imposed on
several thousands of employees in the
public sector who stayed away from work
on 8th January 1966 in protest against
the major changes in the official langu-
age policy of the country as a result of
an undisclosed agreement reached bet-
ween the United National Party and the
Ilankai Thamil Arasu Kachchi, this House
has no confidence in Your Excellency’s
Government. "—[Mr. Keuneman].
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“hHut in furtherance of the statement in
Your Exc=llencv’s Address that nothing
shall prejudice the position of Sinhala as
the only official language of the country.
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we request Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment to take steps during this Session to
provide teachers of Sinhala to all schools
in the Northern and Eastern Provinces
of Ceylon.”—[Mv, Keuneman]
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Question again proposed, “ That those
words be there added.”
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In the Throne Speech the Govern-
ment outlines the work it intends to
do during a year’s Session and also
outlines its general poiicy ana pro-
gramme covering a wide field which
may take possibly several years to
complete. This Throne Speech
follows that general pattern, a
pattern which has been followed by
Governments before this.

In the United Kingdom—I was
looking through some of the Throne
Speeches there—they restrict them-
selves very closely to the Bills they
intend to introduce during the forth-
coming Session and outside that refer
generally to foreign affairs and colo-
nial affairs. But in our country we
have included in the Throne Speech
general lines of policy which are not
possible by any stretch of imagin-
ation to be completed in a year. For
example: if you read the Throne
Speech of the late Mr. Bandara-
naike’s Government in the first year
and the second year you will find that
many of those measures are still not
completed. If you read the Throne
Speech of Mrs. Bandaranaike’s Gov-
ernment of 1960—I have brought
some of the proposals it outlined—
you will find there again that many
of the proposals are still not
implemented.

In the Throne Speech of August
1960 it was stated that the Constity-
tion will be amended, that the Offi-
cial Language Act and the Tamil
Language (Special Provisions) Act
will be implemented, that Buddhism
will be given its rightful place and a
Sasana Mandalaya will be appointed,
that there would be a national
system of education, that there would
be a national service for youth, that
unemployment. housing and matters
connected with foreign Investment
will be eonsidered. that there wanld
be national planning, that a Foreign
Aij Department would be created,
ani that health and unemvoloyment
insurance ani ol9 age pensions would
be introduced. They said that they
would bring down prices of essential
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foodstuffs. Even we have not been
able to complete the implementation
of some of the promises given by
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s Government.

In the 1965 Throne Speech we
made several promises and some of
them quite obviously could not be
implemented within an year. I saw in
the * Daily Mirror” of 10th July an
analysis of the Throne Speech of
1965 giving an account of the propo-
sals implemented, the proposals not
implemented and the proposals to-
wards the implementation of which
steps have been taken. If you just
consider the proposals implemented
you will find that this has been an
year of action. I will cite some of
them.

‘“ PROPOSALS IMPLEMENTED

All four poya days to be declared
public holidays both in the Public and
Private Sectors.

A commission of inquiry to be
appointed into allegations made against
the C. W. E.

The encouragement of sports activities
and the grouping of these activities as a
function of one of the Ministries.

The reduction of Ceylon’s external
payments position by reducing the
present heavy dependence on imports by
encouragement both in domestic agricul-
ture and strengthening the basis for
industrialization.

Immediate action will be taken to
amend the Muslim Marriage and Divorce
Act to enable the Judicial Services
Commission to appoint Kathis.

A Bill to amend the Bribery Act
enabling District Judges to try cases of
bribery and the setting up of suitable
machinery to investigate and deal with
bribery and corruption among members
of both House after 11th September, 1969.

The investigation of all allegations of
mismanagement, nepotism and favouri-
tism in appointments, fraudulent and
corrupt practices in regard to purchases
and distribution made against the C.W.E.
by a Commission of Inquiry.

The formulation of necessary regula-
tions under the Official Language Act of
1956 and the Tamil Language (Special
Provisiors) Act of 1958 in a manner
acceptable to both the Sinhalese and
Tamil-speaking peoples.

The resumption of negotiations with the
Government of India to eliminate the
difficulties that have arisen as regards
%hetimplementation of the Indo-Ceylon

act.

Bewids 9538 edCw®

268
& B ewddrnd BEde B8ca

The strengthening and encouragement
of the Co-operative Movement so as to
enable it to manage its own affairs and
thus truly become a People’s Movemerdt.

The continuance and expansion of the
subsidy scheme for the improvement of
the plantation industry.

The increase of the flow and utilization
of external assistance consistent with the
policy of non-alignment in external
affairs ”.

The paper gives these points as
implemented, I will add some more to
them:

“ Establish on a sound and efficient
basis a greater measure of monetary and
financial stability ; the creation of a
Standards Bureau, and the appointment
of a reformed Sahitya Mandalaya.”

All those have been implemented—
not in the process of implementation
—and finished.

Two proposals are ready for imple-
mentation, Bills have been drafted,
and they are now before the Cabinet:

“The abolition of the archaic feudal
system of land tenure known as ‘ Ninda-
gam’ and a better implementation of the
Paddy Lands Act to enable ‘ande’ culti-
vators to own the land they cultivate.

Protection of human rights and fair
play to all, irrespective of race, commu-
nity or religion in the execution of
governmental policy ”.

The protection of human rights has
not yet been embodied in the Consti-
tution. With regard to that, we
brought up a resolution but owing to
the opposition of the Opposition we
were not able to move it.

“The quick disposal of all
referred to labour tribunals.”

cases

Judges have been appointed and
new laws have been drafted.

“The promotion of better employer-
employee relations and the advancement
of the interests of employees of all grades
in the Private and Public Sectors.”

Obviously, we could not do this at
once. Several commissions have been
appointed, and two commissions are
dealing with the question of better
relations between employer and
employee. .


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

269
@AM D :

Then on the question of land deve-
lopment and allottees to be given the
right to own land, a draft Bill is
being considered by the Cabinet.

With regard to the immunity
hitherto enjoyed by the Crown in res-
pect of liability to pay compensation
for injury suffered by persons as a
result of negligent acts by servants
of the Crown, a Bill is ready and it is
under consideration. As regards the
formulation of a comprehensive
scheme which will incorporate the
best features of the National Educa-
tion Commission, the Technical Edu-
cation Commission and the Univer-
sities Commission, one Bill has al-
ready been presented ; the other two
are now being considered by the
Cabinet.

Then in regard to the promulgation
in consultation with the Maha Sangha
of such measures that are necessary
for the Sangha to fulfil its noble
role, the matter is under considera-
tion by the Maha Sangha.

A Bill on the implementation of
the Indo-Ceylon Pact is now before
the Cabinet.

I have just shown what have been
implemented and what are ready for
implementation. There are several
others that are still not in a stage for
consideration. I shall cite them also.

One is the question of political
rights for certain sections of public
servants. There is a committee of the
Cabinet which is going into the
Tennekoon report. Another is the
granting of the just and reasonable
requests of public servants. A third
is the removal of anomalies in the
salaries and pension schemes of tea-
chers. There are wvarious other
matters which are still under consi-
deration. I doubt whether it is pos-
sible to bring them before the House
in the course of one year.

Finally, there is in the Throne
Speech of last year a paragraph
which says that resolute steps will be
taken to meet the grave economic
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situation facing the country, the shor-
tages of imported goods, the rising

cost of living, and the depleted level
of external assets.

If you analyze the proposals in that
Throne Speech section by section,
paragraph by paragraph, as to what
are the specific things we promised
to do, you will find that 60 to 70 per
cent have been implemented, legisla-
tion has been brought or administra-
tive action taken. Of the rest, some
of them are still in the embryo stage,
in the stage of a draft Bill before the
Cabinet, and will be brought in the
course of this year. Some of them
have not come to that stage yet.

I think, therefore, that there is
nothing unusual when Opposition
speakers say, “ You promised so many
things and they have not been fui-
filled ”. This is not the only Govern-
ment which, in the Throne Speech,
mentioned things which it hoped to
do but which there was no possibility
of doing in the course of one year.

Of the fourteen months that have
passed since the last Throne Speech,
two months were taken for the De-
bates on the Throne Speech of last
year and the Budget. Therefore, we
had twelve working months in which
to legislate. 38 Bills were brought
before the House and they became
Acts. That works out to about three
Acts per month. Some were amend-
ing Acts, others were new Acts. The

38 Acts cover a wide field of legisla-
tion.

If we analyze the Throne Speech of
1965 and consider what has been done
to implement its proposals, and if we -
consider the other legislation brought
before this House—I shall mention
some of it later—it will be seen that
this Government has been active
during the course of the last year.

In this Throne Speech, too, we are
mentioning many matters which we
cannot implement in the course of the
year and before the next Throne
Speech. In the case of some of the
proposals obviously there will be no
possibility of this Government ful-
filling its promise in the course of
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the year. But we can at least say

that we have laid the foundation for
their implementation.

Let us take the case of two prob-
lems—the cost of living and unem-
ployment. Every Government says
that it wil] take steps to bring down
the cost of living and ease the un-
employment problem. We say so.
Previous Governments have said so.
The British Government is still say-
ing so in its Throne Speech. But
whether we can completely solve the
unemployment problem, whether we
can completely bring down the cost
of living within one year, is doubtful.
They are matters which, I think, can-
not be settled in the course of one
| year.

The cost of living and unemploy-
ment problems arose really out of the
economic situation which we were
faced with when we took office. That
economic situation, as will be out-
lined later in more detail, was a very
severe and critical one. We had run
down our external assets almost to
the point of disappearance. We had
no cash balances in this country. We
had to rush for aid to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and even to
British bankers to finance our neces-
sary imports in the first few weeks
of our taking office. We were getting
no foreign aid because of the impasse
created by the petroleum dispute. We
got that aid from the International
Monetary Fund and the banking cir-
cles, and we were able to settle the
petroleum dispute. I need not go
into the merits of that now ; we had
a full debate on that matter. We were
able to secure promises of foreign aid
from time to time, and the Interna-
tional Bank delegations that came
here to investigate our economic con-
ditions have repeatedly stated that
they feel that this country is now at-
taining a measure of financial and
monetary stability.

How have we been able to attain
that position ? The economic crisis
that we are faced with arose out of
two conditions: one, internal, and
the other, external. The internal
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condition was created by a long pe-
riod of deficit budgeting. Budgeting
with deficits so large, almost an aver-
age of Rs. 400 to Rs. 450 million a
year over a period of 10 years, caused
inflationary finance to be circulated
in this country. We have set that
right ; at least, we have attempted to
set that right. In the last Budget
the Hon. Minister of Finance tried
his best to keep the deficit within
limits which did not necessitate his
seeking inflationary finance.

The external condition was, I think,
something that is not easy to tackle.
We found, firstly, as far as the trade
figures are concerned, over a period
of years—I do not say it is the fault of
any Government—the prices of our
commodities, chiefly tea, rubber and
coconut, were not rising in the world
market comparable to the rise in the
prices we had to pay for imported
goods.

Now, that is a very serious position
which all under-developed countries
in South and South-East Asia which
produce raw material for the more
developed countries in the West, have
to face, and I think the proposal
made by the late Mr. Kennedy—talks
which are called the Kennedy Talks
are going on in Geneva; they are
taking too long to come to a decision
—was an attempt to help the under-
developed countries. If you take the
figures paid for our tea during the
last ten years, particularly for mid-
country tea—I met some of the pro-
ducers a week ago in Kandythe
situation of many of them, I think,
is desperate so much so even big
estates may have to close down. The
small-holders are living on the verge
of starvation. Hon. Members who re-
present those areas will know that
over a period of ten years the price
paid for a pound of tea has been
between Rs. 1.50 to Re. 1.65. But the
prices they have to pay for things
imported from other countries which
are necessary for the production of
tea, such as jute hessian, fertilizer,
various implements, and so on, have
gone up by 200 to 300 per cent during
that same period. It is just not possi-
ble for some of those commodities to
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survive in the world market. Up to
today there has been no improvement
in the prices paid for them. Our citro-
nella crop down South, I think, has
practically disappeared, and we are
planting up those lands with coconut
under a subsidy from the Govern-
ment.

So, that is a world problem. Unless
the prices paid for our essential com-
modity goods like tea, rubber and
coconut rise and unless producers get
together—in the case of tea, parti-
cularly India and Ceylon, and in the
case of rubber, Ceylon, Indonesia and
Malaya—and are able to fix prices at
which our products may be sold to the
western countries, I think serious diffi-
culties will be faced by all those
developing countries in South and
South-East Asia. So, because of that,
there has been a trade deficit aceruing
year after year, and a shortage of
goods not only goods we need for the
production of essential articles but
also other goods for consumption. The
prices paid for sugar and flour, the
prices paid for manufactured goods,
for capital goods, have kept on
steadily increasing by 100 per cent,
200 per cent and 300 per cent whereas
the prices of goods that we produce—
tea, rubber and coconut—have been
fixed at a certain level, not willingly
but by arrangement possibly with
countries in the West, and we have
not progressed very much in the
matter of increasing the prices during
the last ten years.

How can we face it? We cannot
face it by legislation. It has to be fac-
ced in various ways. Either we must,
as producers of primary products, get
together—not only Ceylon but all
other countries—and fix a price below
which all of us will not sell to the
Western countries, or we must have a
regional plan of development among
these developing nations so that the
goods we produce will find a ready
market within our area itself, or see
that there will be no competition
among these countries in overseas

markets.
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Then we must by intensive culti-
vation increase the yield of our tea,
rubber and coconuts. I think we have
done that. The yield of tea has been
increased fantastically, and by the
subsidy scheme and planting of im-
proved clones we are seeking to in-
crease the yield of rubber. In the case
of coconuts too, by various subsidy
schemes, carried cut by all govern-
ments, we have attempted to increase
the yield. This is one method by
which we at least—I am not talking
of other countries—have been able to
keep our heads above water and face
the challenge of the non-increase in
the prices paid for these commodities.

There are various other ways by
which we can seek to ease our foreign
exchange situation. The more goods
we sell and the less we buy, the more
our foreign exchange situation will be
eased ; the less goods we sell and the
more we buy, the greater will be the
trade deficit year by year; we can
seek to ameliorate our foreign ex-
change situation only by producing
some of the goods we import and also
by import substitution.

I think it was in 1960 that the
Finance Minister of that period, for
the first time, began to impose a
severe restriction on imports. From
1960 we have had those restrictions.
We also advanced beyond that in
some stages in order to somehow or
other see that we have foreign
exchange to buy essential goods—rice,
flour and sugar—which we cannot
produce, at least for some time, in our
country. We have had to restrict the
inflow of consumer goods which we
can do without or which we can pro-
duce ourselves, we have thus been
able somewhat to ease the foreign
exchange situation.

All these various methods, as far as
external financing is concerned, have
been employed by this Government
and by previous governments, but it
takes a pretty long time for them to
produce results. So one finds that the
cost of living cannot be settled over-
night or during a year’s Session.

I will deal with the question of the
cost of living a little more. There are
three or four varieties of goods that
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go into the budget of a household.
Some of the goods are imported. Now,
we have no control over the value of
goods that are imported. Some of
them are imported by the State
where the price is fixed as well as
the quantity. For instance, rice, sugar
and flour are distributed by the State
causing great difficulty for the Hon.
Finance Minister. This Government as
well as the previous Governments
have been able to subsidize rice and
keep it at 25 cents. Otherwise, un-
subsidized rice will be about 50 or 60
cents a measure to the consumer.

In addition to the imported goods,
we have the locally produced goods,
particularly vegetables which are
seasonal. Until we are able to have
vast storage plants what happens is
that when there is a drought or excess
rain, vegetables shoot up in price and
sometimes come down in price. We
have found that as a result of the
severe restriction on the importation
of cars and lorries the cost of living
has been consistently going up be-
cause the transport system is on the
verge of a complete breakdown. That
was the verdict of the World Bank
team that came out to Ceylon. You
see it when you travel on the roads.
You see the number of lorries that
are jacked up on the side of the road.
I know of an instance where in
Batticaloa Rs. 5,000 worth of fish got
spoilt because the only lorry that took
the fish from Batticaloa to Pottuvil
and back again broke down. They
could not get any spare parts with
the result that all the fish had to be
thrown away. So the fact that you
have no lorries or the lorries for the
last 10 or 5 years have been a declin-
ing asset—they have no spare parts
and they cannot therefore be repair-
ed—means that the cost of living so
far as the transport of even the locally
necessary food is concerned, such as,
vege‘ables, fish and mz2at, must keep
on rising gradually and steeply.

There is a third variety of goods,
goods that are produced in Ceylon for
export, such as tea and coconut. They
are also subject to world fluctuations.
When the world price for them goes
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up, the price to the consumer also
goes up. When the world price goes
down, the consumer pays a little less.
And there again there is the question
of transport and in addition to that
if the coconut and tea owner should

be faced with a crisis of not being
able to get the income that he should
get would also mean an increase in
the price to the consumer here,

So in all those three varieties of
goods that go into the household
budget—the goods imported over
which we have no control unless we
are prepared to import ourselves, fix
the price and subsidize them, the
goods that are domestically produced,
such as vegetables, and the goods that
are produced for the export market
but which are still consumed in large
quantities in Ceylon—hon. Members
will see how world factors as well as
our economic crises cause the cost of
living to go up. So, we have been
following, as the previous Govern-
ment also has been following, various
methods of trying to ease the burden
on the consumer.

The previous Government appoin-
ted a Committee with Mr. Mahadeva
as Chairman and they submitted a
very valuable Report in 1960 to the
Hon. Minister of Commerce, Trade,
Food and Shipping on certain aspects
of the cost of living problem in
Ceylon. It merits some consideration
and I think our Government too is
going through this Report to see how
we can help the consumer. But what
it primarily says is this: that the
prices of some of the articles in the
world market have gone up so much
there is no possibility that they will
ever come down ; we must get used
to living with the high cost of some of
these goods for ever. With regard to
the others, it suggests that the State
should take over the imports. That
has been done with regard to pulses,
potatoes, dried fish, and so on. Some
of them the State has directly taken
over, some they have handed over to
the C. W. E., and some given to the
private importers to import subject
to State control. So there is as far as
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possible a check on the imported
articles of food with reference to its
price to the consumer.

With regard to locally produced
goods for export, there again, you
come up against the question of trans-
port. A coconut which is sold for
fifteen cents in Madampe is sold at
twenty and twenty-five cents in
Colombo. We are trying in some way
to ameliorate that position by the
opening of these various retail shops.
One of the suggestions made in this
report was that irrigable land should
be given over to the private sector for
the cultivation of foodstuffs and con-
sumer goods. That, the Hon. Minister
has done and already the results are
flowing in to some of the retail shops
that have been opened in Colombo,
some retail shops where vegetables
are brought and sold at a reasonable
price. Even coconuts are sold at these
prices at fifteen cents each whereas in
the market outside the price is bet-
ween twenty and twenty-five cents
each. And if we are able to advance
that idea still more by opening more
of such retail shops in various centres
in Colombo and in the chief towns,
and thus enable these people by the
cultivation of their land to bring their
vegetables and sell them, we will
be nearing our objective. Well, they
must make a profit a slight profit not
the blackmarketeer’s profit. Already
three such shops have been opened
in Colombo and more will be opened
in the course of the next few months.
That is one method that has been
suggested, which we have accepted.

I should like to say, therefore, that
the cost of living is not a party prob-
lem. It is a problem that every
Government would like to tackle and
settle because primarily it is the voter
who is hit when the cost of living
goes up. But whether we can com-
pletely settle it or whether we can
completely bring it down to the level
it was ten to fifteen years ago is
problematical, but as far as possible
we must see to it that the consumer is
not subjected to the vagaries of black-
marketeers and hoarders. This
Government has, therefore, gone a
step beyond the steps taken by the
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previous Government as far as tex-
tiles are concerned and as far as some
of the other commodities are ccn-
cerned, and we are seeking wherever
possible, until there is a bigger flow
of goods and a better distribution
system, to see that the State takes a
direct hand in the importation and
distribution of goods, and the fixing
of prices so that whatever may be the
world price, with a little profit, not a
blackmarket profit, the consumer is
able to get the benefit of that price.

We know the difficulties that the
consumer is undergoing in this
country. It is useless, I think, my
comparing difficulties that the con-
sumers in other countries are under-
going. That is no solace to our people.
But whatever possible that can be
done will be done without taking
into consideration whether those who
are affected are rich or poor, or
whether they belong to any particu-
lar community or whether they
belong to any particular party. This
Government’s policy always has been
that the interests of the consumer
must come first and, therefore, what-
ever necessary action has to be taken
to give the consumer goods at regular
cost will certainly be taken to the
best of our ability.

Unemployment is also connected
with the same economic crisis. Where
you have a shortage of goods, where
you have an excess of money caused
by inflationary financing, when an
excess of money begins to chase after
a small quantity of goods, naturally
the price paid for the small quantity
of goods must go up. In the same
way, where you have no development
in the public sector or in the private
sector,—I will not say no develop-
ment—where you have not sufficient
development to keep pace with your
population growth owing to the lack
of finance, owing to the restrictions
placed on the private sector, both the
public sector and the private sector,
according to these reports of the
World Bank, have not been develop-
ing at the rate they should develop
to keep pace with our tremendous
population growth—one of the largest
population growths in the world,
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almost three per cent. per annum. So,
there again, that is a factor that is
non-party. That does not belong to
any political creed. I do not think it
is a solution to say we must nationa-
lize everything. I do not think that
would mean the cost of living would
go up or that development limits
‘would take place. Other problems,
and more dangerous, would arise if
we do that.

We have sought, therefore, with the
help of foreign aid, with the help cof a
balanced budget, with the financial
and monetary stability which the
World Bank admits has been created
in the course of the last year, to help
the public sector to advance in its
scheme of national development ; and
the vast schemes undertaken by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Food and
by the Ministry of Lands, which have
been outlined previously and in the
Budget, show that we have gone
beyond what has been done in the
past for several years in the sphere of
capital development in the public
sector.

We have sought to help the private
sector for the first time in the last
Budget through the savings schemes,
through the various reliefs we have
given to the private sector and
through our policy with regard to
foreign investment. With our settle-
ment of the petrol dispute, we wel-
comed foreign investors as you wel-
comed them when you were in office
in the past, but they did not come.
We are giving certain incentives and
reliefs to them to see that the private
sector, the Ceylonese private secior
on its own or in collaboration with
the foreign investor, helps to develop
our economy so that we will be able
to substitute our own products for the
goods we import and, even more than
that, we will be able to find employ-
ment for our people.

I always cite the example of the
young, small industrialist I met in
Weligama. He ran a car repair shop
employing about ten to fifteen peopie.
He wanted some machines. He said
that if he got them he would be zble
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to give employment to about ten more
people. But with import restrictions
and foreign exchange difficulties he
was not able to get his machines. He
contacted industrialists abroad and
got the invoices and although he had
to pay a few thousand rupees he was
not able to get his machines for two
years. For two years he was not able
to get the permit to send this money
abroad. His position was that with
those machines he would be able to
give employment to another ten or
fifteen persons.

Multiply that case 4,000 times for
4,000 villages in Ceylon. Then you
will have 40,000 people employed
without any big industrial workshop
being opened and without any invest-
ment of money by the Government.
Then people will not come and sit at
the doorstep of the Minister of
Nationalized Services asking for jobs
in the C. T. B. Then you will not
have people coming and sitting on
the doorstep of Members of Parlia-
ment and defeated candidates asking
for letters to get jobs in the C. T. B.
or in the Port (Cargo) Corporation.
You will not have that situation
because they will be able to find
employment in their own villages in
a small industry.

That is the situation that this
country is faced with. That is the
economic crises that we are faced
with and we are doing our best to
solve it. I am not saying that you
did not try to solve those problems.
We are also trying to solve these
problems as best as we can, in our
own way.

Stage by stage, we hope to succeed
with the help of foreign aid which we
have calculated is very necessary so
that we may at least create a founda-
tion for a further advance because a
lot of our systems have completely
collapsed. Transport—ecars, lorries,
jeeps and tractors are necessary but
we have not the money to get them.

Money has been given to us by
foreign countries, possibly for the
first time in the history of the
World Bank, for consumer goods, not
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for development. We are getting
money for development in addition
to that. But money is required for
consumer goods to set the economy

on a working basis before we can
advance,

When those goods flow in I think
one will be able to see that gradually

the nation will be on its way to
recovery.
The Third Member for Colombo

Central (Mr. Keuneman) was, like a
Surgeon, pressing and probing to see
where the illness lay. He pressed
Some parts of the Throne Speech here
and he squeezed other parts there, he
used the stethoscope and ultimately
landed on the cost of living and
unemployment. He is right.

Those are problems that have been
with us for the last ten years or
even more, and they will be there for
a long time more. But we are trying
to put the country back on the foot.
ing on which it was before these
deficit budgets began and before our
trade deficits assumed such large
proportions, so that we may be able
to advance in the development of our
national resources to keep pace with
our increase in population.

I would like to pass on from the
subject of the economic crisis to the

Constitution. The last speaker, the
hon. Member for Habaraduwa
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera), now a

constitutional expert, spoke of two
sections of the Constitution, namely,
Sections 39 and 29. He says that
Section 39 shows that we are not free.
This section deals specifically with
certain Government stocks that the
British had invested in and naturally
it says that such Government stocks
cannot be touched without the British
Government intervening in the
matter. The stocks are mentioned in
the Second Schedule as follows :

Ceylon Government 5 per cent Inscribed
Stock (1960-70).

Ceylon Government 43
Inscribed Stock (1965)

per cent.

1966 & 18
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Ceylon Government 3% per cent.
Inscribed Stock (1954-59)
Ceylon Government 32 per cent.

Inscribed Stock (1959)

Ceylon Government 3 per cent, Ins-
cribed Stock (1959-64).

Section 39 refers to only those stocks.
I accept the position that as we can-
not touch the invested money, in
those stocks, of British people and
others, we are not free to that extent.
But more important than that was
the Privy Council decision he cited
in the previous coup case, Liyanage
and others vs. The Queen, Volume
LXVIII—Part 12. You will find that
that decision is quite contrary to
what the hon. Member for Hahara-
duwa said. The Privy Council says
we are a completely sovereign
power : “ These liberating provisions
thus incorporated and enlarged in
enabling terms of the Act of 1865, and
it is clear that the joint effect of the
Order in Council of 1946 and the Act
of 1947 was intended to and did have
the result of giving to the Ceylon
Parliament the full legislative powers
of a sovereign, independent State.”
It is stated in page 280 by Lord
Pearce. These are the men he was
criticizing. Lord Pearce says Ceylon
is a sovereign independent State.
What more do you want ? The words
are “ giving to the Ceylon Parliament
the full legislative powers of a
sovereign, independent State.”

We became independent through
two pieces of legislation, ie. the
Ceylon (Constitution) Order in
Council, 1946, which gave us the
Soulbury Constitution, and the
Ceylon Independence Act, 1947
passed by the U, K. Parliament.

The argument was raised here that
the Queen had not the power to give
us a sovereign legislature because she
gave us that power by an Order in
Council, and Her powers were
restricted. But that position taken up
before the Privy Council has been

_held by them to be completely unten-

able and they said that the joint
effect of the Order in Council of 1946
and the Independence Act of 1947 was
to give to the Ceylon Parliament the
full legislative powers of a sovereign
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independent State. We are, there-
fore, an independent country; the
Privy Council has held so.

Certain other points were raised
in that case which were also rele-
vant, and these are the points which
the Privy Council held with accused.
It was raised that Ceylon’s freedom
was contained in a written constitu-
tion. In England there is no written
constitution, in America there is a
written constitution, in India there is
a written constitution and in Ceylon
too, there is a written constitution.
Therefore, you must look at the
Constitution to see what its limita-
tions are, not to mnational freedom
but to Parliamentary legislation.
Qur Parliament can legislate to
the extent of the powers given
to it by the Constitution, and
the only limitation placed on our
Parliamentary power to legislate is
that in some cases you must have a
two-thirds majority. Parliament is
supreme but a majority of one does
not make it supreme; it is only a
majority of two-thirds that makes it
completely supreme.

Yes, even Section 29 can be amend-
ed, changed or repealed. The Privy
Council did not say we cannot do so.
It said that the question was not
raised, but reading through the lines
of their judgment, I say that Section
29 or any section of the Constitution
can be amended by a majority of two
thirds. I will go further into the case
because it is being said over and over
again that we are not free because
the Privy Council came to a certain
decision. The first decision is that we
are a country with full legislative
powers of a sovereign and independ-
ent State.

The second point raised was this:
that the Constitution—now we are
ruled or governed by a written
Constitution—creates definite distinc-
tions between the legislative powers,
the executive powers, and the judicial
powers. In other words, the judiciary
cannot legislate, and the legislature
cannot act judicially. There was an
attempt made by the previous Gov-
ernment to act judicially; they
wanted to hang Buddharakkhita by
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law. I remember the then hon.
Member for Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) saying, “ You
are trying to hang him by statute.
You can pass a law, but you cannot
hang him. It is illegal under our
Constitution ”. Parliament can legis-
late, but Parliament cannot take
judicial powers unto itself. I think
the hon. Member for Habaraduwa
welcomed that in his speech. He said
that Parliament does not intend to
act judicially. That is the second
point raised before the Privy Coun-
cil, and the Privy Council upheld
that. They say at page 282 :

“These provisions manifest an irten-
tion to secure in the judiciary a freedom
from political, legislative and executive
control. They are wholly appropriate in
a Constitution which intends that
judicial power shall be vested only in the
judicature ”.

And, on that basis, they interpreted
certain acts passed in this House
which sought to nominate judges, to
impose sentences, to change the
whole law of evidence, and to make
certain people guilty. I remember, in
the course of that debate, when we
were on that side of the House, many
of our Members pointed this out: and
said, “ Do not do this. This is illegal;
you are trying to take over the
powers of the judiciary ”. What we
said came true. If they were tried
under the normal laws of the land,
the result might have been different.
When Parliament began to act judi-
cially, naturally the Constitution
came in its way, and when they went
to the Privy Council, the Privy
Council held, “that the Minister’s
nomination of judges was an infringe-
ment of the judicial power of the
State which cannot be reposed in
anyone outside the judicature. ” They
also say, “there exists a separate
power in the judicature which, under
the Constitution as it stands, cannot
be usurped or infringed by the
executive or the legislature ”. So. you
see, the second point the Privy
Council held does not take away our
independence. It was a reaffirmation
of what was enshrined in the
Constitution. You can change the
Constitution by a two-thirds majority.
Legislative, and judicial functions are
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separate and the legislature cannot
usurp the functions of the judicature
unless they can possibly amend the
whole Constitution by two-thirds
majority.

There was the third point. I should
like to read from page 283:

“There was speculation during the
argument as to what the position wouid
be if Parliament sought to procure such
a result by first amending the Constitiz-
tion by a two-thirds majority. But such
a situation does not arise here. In so far
as any Act passed without recourse to
Section 29 (4) of the Constitution
purports to usurp or infringe the judicial
power it is ultra vires.”

There was no two-thirds majority.
There was no amendment to the
Constitution. With the Constitution
unamended, you cannot say that the
legislature assumed judicial power.

The third point is that they thought
that it may be interference with the
functions of the judiciary. It was not
only in regard to the appointment of
Judges. They thought that the amend-
ment of certain Acts without a two-
thirds majority constituted “ a grave
and deliberate incursion into the
judicial sphere ”. They go on to say
this:

“Quite bluntly, their aim (that is, of
the Government) was to ensure that the
Judges in dealing with these particular
persons on these particular charges weze
deprived of their normal discretion as
respects appropriate sentences. ”

They say further:

“If such Acts as these were valid the
judicial power could be wholly absorbed
by the legislature and taken out of the
hands of the judges ............ What is
done once, if it be allowed, may be done
again and in a lesser crisis and less

serious circumstances. And thus judicial
power may be eroded.”

That was the third point. In deal-
ing with certain Acts passed here
they said that they were an erosion
of the judicial power, which the
Constitution does not permit when
an Act is passed without a two-thirds
majority.

Therefore, the point raised by the
hon. Member for Habaraduwa that
our Constitution is not a free Consti-
tution, that Section 29 makes us not
free, has been completely disproved
by the decision of the Privy Council
when read. They say that we are
completely free and sovereign. They
say that the Constitution can only be
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amended by a two-thirds majority.
And they say that unless the Consti-
tution is amended certain matters,
such as judicial matters cannot
be dealt with by a simple majo-
rity. They affirm the right of
the judiciary to be independent of
the legislature. That is one of the
greatest rights any democratic
country has. It is so in the U.S.A,, in
India, and in England. I do not know
what it is in countries which are not
democratic—it may be different—
but in every democratic country the
judiciary is independent of the legis-
lature and the executive. If it is not
S0, it is not a democratic constitution.

Then, in regard to Section 29 of
the Constitution, “ Power of Parlia-
ment to make laws”, I do not know
why it is argued that this section is
against the Buddhists. I think Section
29 protects the Buddhists against a
majority of one in this House passing
laws to change the constitution of
the Sangha. We have various Nika-
yas—the Siam Nikaya, the Ramanya
Nikaya, the Amarapura Nikaya—and
those Nikayas have certain powers.
For instance, the Siam Nikaya and
the Diyawadana Nilame are in
control and possession of the Sacred
Tooth Relic. Suppose there is a band
of freebooters here who have taken
power into their hands and who
think that religion is the opium of
the people, and suppose they think
that the Tooth Relic must be removed
and they want to change, by a simple
majority, the power that the Siam
Nikaya has over the Dalada Mali-
gawa, they cannot do it so long as
Section 29 is here. They cannot do it
because Section 29 provides,

“ (1) Subject to the provisions of this
Order, Parliament shall have power to

make laws for the peace, order and good
government of the Island.

(2) No such law shall—

(d) alter the constitution of any
religious body except with the
consent of the governing autho-
rity of that body.

Provided that, in any case where a
religious body is incorporated by law, no
such alteration shall be made except at
the request of the governing authority of
that body.

(3) Any law made in contravention of
subsection (2) of this Section shall, to the
extent of such contravention, be void.”
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The hon. Member for Dambulla
Speaks apout the Dalada Maligawa.
He goes to the Dalada Maligawa
and lives close to it. He wants
to protect it and keep it under
the surveillance and protection of the
Mahanayakes of Malwatte and
Asgiriya and the Diyawadana
Nilame. If Section 29 is not here, it
can be taken away.
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That is the protection that Section
29 gives certain religious bodies and
I know that some hon. Members
opposite want it taken away.

“29 (2) No such law shall—

(a) prohibit or restrict the free exer-
cise of any religion; or”

There is nothing wrong in that.

“(b) make persons of any community
or religion liable to disabilities or
restrictions to which persons of
other communities or religions
are not made liable; or

(e) confer on persons of any commu-
nity or religion any privilege or
advantage which is not
corferred on persons of other
enmmunities or religions; or

(d) alter the constitution of any
religious body except with the
consent of the governing author-
ity of that body ; i
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That is what Section 29 does and
it protects Buddhist as well as any
other religious bodies. You cannot
change the constitution of that body
without the sanction of that body
even if you have a two-thirds
majority.

Then there is only one other mat-
ter I wish to refer to because I think
I should not take up the time of
others. The matter which I wish to
refer to is with regard to national
unity. The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
and the hon. Member for Habaraduwa
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera) have again
been sneering at such unity as we
have been able to achieve, but I think
some of the Members who will be
speaking later will cite speeches par-
ticularly of the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central where he said
that the first step in national unity is
to implement the laws that have been
passed—the Tamil Language (Spe-
cial Provisions) Act. He said that.
I will take those words out of his own
mouth. We took the first step. We
took that step with a great deal of
trouble. Everyone of your Govern-
ments promised it but did not do it.
We promised it and we did it. I do
not say that complete national unity
has been achieved. The road is very
long and there are many hurdles and
obstacles to be got over. Your
speeches and actions are not helping
us. But I know that this Government
is determined, without sacrificing any
rights or privileges that the Sinhalese
people or any community has, to see
that the permanent citizens of this
country have their languages and
customs preserved and their religions
protected and have an equal oppor-
tunity to live themselves, to progress
and enjoy, as free citizens of this
country.
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“But I am also here as an American
citizen to place on record my disgust with
the cruel and cynical rulers of my country
who torment the peoples of the world.

Let us consider briefly the nature of
American power. 3,300 military bases
and vast mobile fleets bearing missiles
and fleets of nuclear bombers spread over
our planet to protect the ownership and
control by U. S. capitalism of sixty per
cent of the world’s resources. Sixty per
cent of the world’s resources are owned
by the rulers of six per cent of the
world’s population. The aggressiveness
of this empire imposes on mankind an
expenditure of 140,000 million dollars
annually or 16 million dollars each hour.
The current arms expenditure exceeds the
entire national income of all developing
countries. It exceeds the world’s annual
exports of all commodities. It exceeds the
national income of Africa, Asia and Latin
America. The U, S. military budget is
nearly 60,000 million dollars per year.
One Atlas missile costs 30 million dollars
or the equivalent of the total investment
for nitrogen fertiliser plant with capacity
of 70,000 tons per annum. Considering
this in terms of the United Kingdom only,
to take the example of a prosperous
country : One obsolete missile equals four
universities, one TSR 2 equals five
modern hospitals, one ground to air mis-
sile equals 100,000 tractors. During the
past fourteen years the U. S. spent 4,000
million dollars to purchase farm sur-
luses. Millions of tons of wheat, oats,

arley, maize, butter and cheese have
been stored and poisoned to keep prices
up in the world markets. Blue dye is
poured into great mountains of butter and
cheese to render them unusable. By 1960,
125 million tons of bread grain had been
stored in the United States to rot—
enough food for every citizen of India for
one year. Unimaginably vast quantities
of food stuffs are calculatedly destroyed
by the rulers of U. S. capitalism for no
other purpose than the continuation of
their profits and the retention of their
power. Like vultures the handful of the
rich fatten on the poor, the exploited, the
oppressed. A drop of five per cent in the
world price of staple exports of any
country would, according to Dag Ham-
marskjold, wipe out all investments of the

B36cs5d By QIS LeRDE®

332
&' B ewaddznd 8EAg Sew

World Bank, of the United Nations and
all bilateral and other investment. These
were the fears of Hammarskjold. What
are the facts : In recent years prices have
operated against poor countries not
merely at five per cent but at forty per
cent. The industrial production of West-
ern capitalism is consciously employed
not only to perpetuate the hunger which
exists in the world, but to increase it
vastly for profit. In South Africa 10,000
children die annually from gastro-
enteritis. The smallpox which haunts
many countries could be eliminated at a
cost of 500,000 dollars. Hundreds of
millions who suffer from yaws could be
cured by a five penny shot of penicillin.
Five hundred million people have
trachoma. Sixty per cent of the children
of Africa suffer from protein deficiency
diseases such as kwashiokor, beri-beri or
pellagra. When U. S. capitalists hoard
food and poison it they not only deprive
the starving but force the developing
countries to buy food at high costs. The
riches of the earth are destroyed, wasted,
stolen by the few and used to murder the
millions. 3,300 military bases are spread
across the planet to prevent the people’s
from destroying this evil system.

Let us examine briefly the role of the
war industry in the United States. The
United States Defence Department owns
property valued in 1954 at 160 billion
dollars. This value has almost doubled.
The U. S. defence department is the
world’s largest organization. The Pentagon
owns millions of acres of land, including
32 million in the United States and over
3 million acres of land outright in foreign
countries. The Pentagon building is so
large that the Capital, which contains the
United States Government, could be
swallowed in any one of the five main
segments of the Pentagon. The 1962
budget involved 53 billion dollars for
arms, exclusive of the military space
programme. Thus, by 1962, 63 cents out
of every dollar were spent on appropria-
tions for arms and space. A further six
cents on army services and more than
80 per cent. of interest payments were for
military debts. Seventy-seven cents out
of every 100 are spent on past wars, the
Cold War and preparation for future war.
The billions of dollars placed in the
pockets of the U. S. military give the
Pentagon economic power affecting every
aspect of American life, and of the lives
of mandkind. Military assets in the U. S.
are three times as great as the combined
assets of the great monopolies, greater
than the assets of U. S. Steel, Metropolitan
Life Insurance, American Telephone and
Telegraph, General Motors and Standard
Oil. The Defence Department employs
three times the number of all these great
world corporations. This immense world
concentration of power and wealth is
directly linked to large scale capitalism
in America. The billions of dollars in
contracts are awarded by the Pentagon
and filled by large industry. In 1960, 21
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billion dollars were spent on military
goods. Ten capitalist corporations receiv-
ed 73 billion, three received one billion
each and two others 900 million dollars.
In these corporations there are 1,400
officers of the army above the rank of
major. This includes 261 Generals and
flag rank officers. The largest company,
General Dynamics has 187 officers, 27
generals and admirals and the former
Secretary of the Army on its payroll
American policy and the military bases
serve a vast power complex intercon-
nected and interested in the perpetuation
of the arms race for its own sake. This
concentration of power spreads through-
out the economy of the United States.
Sub-contracts awarded by war contractors
involve every city of any size. The jobs at
stake involve millions of people. Four
million people work for the U. S. Defence
Department alone. The payroll of 12
billion dollars is twice that of the U. S.
automobile industry. A further four
million people are employed directly in
arms industries. Thus, eight million
people depend for their jobs on the
military adventures of the U. S. rulers.
Eight million jobs mean 25 million people
in total. Missile production accounts for
82 per cent. of all manufacturing jobs in
San Diego, California, 72 per cent. in
Wichita, Kansas. Military contracts alone
account for 30 per cent. of all manufac-
turing jobs in six States including
California. In Los Angeles nearly 60 per
cent. of jobs are directly or indirectly
dependent on the arms race. Thus the
United States as a whole devotes over
50 per cent. of all its economic activity
on military spending. This colossal
investment is in exploitation and domina-
ton. Every food store, every petrol
station in America, requires under capita-
lism the perpetuation of war production.

This is the world system of imperialism.
And the system also has a silent army :
The Central Intelligence Agency. The
C. I. A. has a budget 15 times the size
of all diplomatic activity of the U. S.
This vast agency purchases members of
the army and police in countries all over
the world. It draws up lists of popular
leaders to be assassinated. It plots to
start wars. It invades countries.

What then can the peoples of the world
do ? Some tell us that the world organi-
zation, the United Nations, will bring
peace. What has the United Nations done
to oppose militarism ? It has sold itself
to those who embody it. Who provides
the United Nations budget? Who bene-
fited from the intervention in the Congo ?
Was it Patrice Lumumba ? Was it the
Congolese people ? What was the objec-
tive role of the United Nations in Korea ?
In the Congo? The imperialists take
69 per cent. of their cobalt from the
Congo, 75 per cent. of their industrial
diamonds. The cobalt is essential for
Western missile production and thus for
the arms industry.
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“ My heart is pained by the knowledge
of the terrible, inhuman, murderous
actions of my government. I cannot find
words for the shame I feel as an Ameri-
can. I cannot adequately convey the out-
rage I feel about the Johnson butchers
who dirty the soul of my country. They
spit on the American revolution. They
betray America. They are traitors to
American nationhood. But I know that
the people of America will act against
these criminals. Ten thousand have
marched in New York, thousands more
throughout America yesterday. Every
university rings with the sound of our
American resistance. We struggle to-
gether, shoulder to shoulder, in complete
solidarity with the people of Vietnam.”
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I shall now read from the ‘Blitz’
of June 25, 1966 :

“This series of articles, exclusive to
Blitz in India, is based on a report com-
piled by Ralph Schoenman, Director,
Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation, after
an extensive fact-finding tour of Viet-
nam. It is a biting indictment of the
American Government, which has taken
upon itself to wage a ghastly war against
the innocent Vietnamese men, women and
children. In its horrifying aspect, the
American war in Vietnam makes the
Nazi concentration camp atrocities look
insignificant in comparison.

I turned to Hanoi, after some time, and
met with Dr. Nguyen, a young man who
had recently arrived in North Vietnam
from liberated areas of the South.

The doctor had been blinded by poison
chemicals and was under treatment. He
was planning to return soon to the South.
I spoke to him from 8.00 in the morning
until 11.30 at night. He described to me
the nature of the chemicals, their proper-
ties, their medical peculiarities, the
villages where they had been used, and
the curious effects they had on human
beings. He gave me parts of his medical
diary, dating back to 1961 :

EXTERMINATION AND EXPERIMENTATION

I am a victim blinded by toxic chemiecals.
I have recovered part of the vision of one
eye. I have treated countless vietims of
chemicals. I married after 1954, but the
terror of the Saigon Government forced
me to leave. Had I stayed, I should have
been conscripted by force into the puppet
army.

Since that time I have devoted myself
entirely to the treatment of victims of
torture and of chemical and gas warfare.
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My family is in the same situation as so
many others in South Vietnam. The
Government forced my wife to divorce
me and to marry an officer in the puppet
army. I had no children, thank God. I
was born in Binh Dinh province. My

father was a doctor of herbal medicine. I
am 36.

Because of the vast bombing and terror
of the U. S, I had to keep moving in the
jungle and in the mountainous area of
South Vietnam. I have always been on
the move and have been in other
provinces in the South.

I have cared personally for the vietims
of U. 8. governmental crimes and for the
victims of Saigon puppet soldiers, almost
all of whom have acted with American
advisers or officers present.

I must say to you that the policy I have
observed is one of extermination of our
people, of extermination and of experi-
mentation. They have used various kinds
of poisons which I have analyzed. The
poisons are chemicals, gases, bombs of
phosphorus and napalm bombs. I under-
stand that the U. S. authorities state that
these chemicals are intended to clear trees
and grass. The truth is that these
chemicals combine heavy toxic concentra-
tions, which affect fatally both human
and animal life.

FOOD, WATER, CROPS POISONED

These chemicals have been sprayed by
various means. Usually they are employed
in a powdered form, or spread as a liquid
over vast areas by aeroplane. Areas
sprayed are ten or fifteen square miles.
These toxic chemicals poison water, food,
vegetation, and animal and human life.
The poisoning of the water and vegetation
spreads the chemicals in larger areas.
Toxic chemicals are also mixed with rice,
which is then sold or distributed to the
people. I encountered this in 1962,
throughout the provinces of Kon Tum and
Gin Lai.

These poisons have also been mixed in
sugar, which was distributed to people.
examined victims of this and analyzed the
poisoned sugar in Long. My village, and
in Kan Tho province in 1964. Chemicals
have been put into the wells and the
springs supplying water in Tra Bong,
Ba To and Son Ha districts of Quang Nagi
province. In these three districts, there
have been 450 buffaloes killed, and I have
personally examined 41 people killed.

I examined eleven children who were
critically ill as a result of having swum
in a stream which had been poisoned in
this way. Three of these children were
blinded. This chemical warfare has been
rarried out continuously.

Since 1965, these chemicals and poison
gases have been employed on a vastly
increased scale. The gases I have
encountered have been used in different
forms. Some have been contained in
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hand grenades, others in bombs and in
bottle-containers. In certain dosage, the
Americans have designated these as ‘ tear
gases’, but this is very misleading, for in
any degree of concentration, these gases
cause perforation of the lungs, asphixia-
tion and beri-beri. They are fatal in any
confined area, and kill through lack of
oxygen, as well. A fatal dosage of the
so-called ‘tear gas’ is 0.3 milligrammes
per cubic metre—a small dose.

In the beginning of November, 1964,
four skyraiders bombed and strafed the
area where I lived in Lam Dong province.
Raids and bombing lasted about two
hours. Then came one helicopter and two
Dakotas.

The smell of the chemical was unbear-
able. It was very sharp, and burned the
nostrils. It had characteristics of chloro-
form. After five minutes, leaves of sweet
potatoes, rice plants and trees became
completely dessicated. Domestic animals
would not eat and almost all died.
People in the area experienced very
severe headache. They then displayed a
racking cough. They vomited on the
spot. '

I was operating on a bombing victim at
the time and had no chance to cover
myself with a nylon cloth. I was heavily
affected. My first impression was one of
suffocation and asphixiation. I felt great
burning heat in my eyes. The suffocation
was extreme and I vomited violently,
excreting considerable blood.

Only fifteen minutes later, the Dakota
planes returned and sprayed chemicals a
second time. By now, my nose was
infected, and I had no sensation. I could
not smell, nor taste anything.

HUMANS AND ANIMALS HAD MISCARRIAGES

When they spray chemicals, our people
run to try to save their crops. They try
to save the tubercles of the manioc from
rotting. The people cut off the leaves and
stems of the trees. To prevent us from
saving our crops, the attacking U. S.
planes used time bombs of chemicals and
napalm, which burned everything and
completely destroyed the crops.

No one was able to eat that day,
because of the effects. Everyone (includ-
ing myself) was unable to sleep. The
efects on the nervous system were very
unusual.

I had the sensation of flying in the air.
I could not feel my weight. I felt hot,
sharp burning in my eyes, which was
extremely painful. It was as if my eyes
were filled with acid, or chili pepper. The
next day, all our poultry were dead. The
fish in the streams and lakes were
floating on the surfaced of the water,
discoloured. The buffaloes were dead.
The grass was poisoned. All crops were
without leaves and burned and the
unburned vegetation was rotting.
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All the women who were pregnant and
all pregnant animals had miscarried on
the spot. 1 felt the symptoms of the first
day increase all of them. I could no
longer see clearly. I continued to vomit
blood, which weakened me and was
painful. Everyone was ailing gravely.
Ten days later, a squadron of U. S. ait-
craft came and spread chemicals a third
time destroying all the crops which the
ailing people had planted with great
difficulty.

I COULD NOT SLEEP FOR THREE MONTHS

People were unable to work or do
anything for weeks and months, I was
unable to move. I vomited all the time.
My throat, mouth, stomach and bowels
were inflamed. Fifteen days later, I could
not read. One month later, I could no
longer see. In three months, I could eat
only soup. During that entire three
months, I was unable to sleep. The effect
on  my nervous system made it
impossible to gain consciousness.

The care which has been given me by
my people has enabled me to begin a
recovery. My right eye is permanently
blinded and you can observe the crystal-
line, which is pitted with small holes. I
am a physician and I know my right eye
is beyond cure. My nervous system is so
affected that I can sleep only rarely. My
ability to operate has gone, but I shall
i‘eturn, nonetheless, to treat people as best

can.

I have always thought that scientific
achievement should aim at serving the
well being of people and to help their
lives. The U. S. rulers are using scientifie
knowledge to torment and massacre our
people.

Let us tell you this, as well. Even when
our people are so ill, they establish anti-
aircraft units to resist the planes. They
are determined not to be intimidated or
defeated, and that determination sustains
them, through everything. I can tell you
that these people are not ‘ Vietcong ’.
They are common people, whose determi-
nation sustains them through hamlets,
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(Aw&L i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is with a
sense of responsibility that I stand
here to speak on three or four points

raised by Members of the Opposition
on matters mentioned in the Throne

Speech.

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central waxed eloquent on
the question of language and about
unity, and I shall be touching on the
points he made, in the course of my
speech. In fact, there was nothing of
merit in what he said, but I wish, in
passing, to refer to one or two points
he tried to make.

In regard to the language problem,
my hon. Friends opposite and other
people of their way of thinking have
not understood the very elementary
basis of this problem. There are five
factors which they must take into
consideration in looking at this ques-
tion. Firstly, the existence of national
languages. In Ceylon there are two
national languages.—[Interruption].
Secondly, what is the significance of
an official language ? Thirdly, what
is a language of administration ? The
language of administration does not
necessarily = mean  the official
language. On this matter, I believe,
the late Mr. Bandaranaike who was
far superior intellectually and in
other ways than present Members of
the Opposition, has himself stated
what the limits of an official language
and a language of administration
should be.

Today, the administration has to be
done through the Public Service.
Formerly, we had what is called the
Government Service. What is the
difference between Public Service
and Government Service ? Then, how
can the administration be carried out

Bewldnm @535 SeBRVC®H
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in a welfare state as against a laissez-
faire state? These are problems
which face anybody who talks on the
language question.

Firstly, nobody can deny that there
are two national languages in this
country. Up to 1956 there was a
Department of National Language for
the promotion of national languages.
There are two national languages—
Sinhalese and Tamil. The majority of
the people speaking the Sinhala lan-
guage, and a fair minority speaking
the Tamil language.

Then, what is an official language ?
The late Prime Minister, Mr. Banda-
ranaike himself defined it as the
language which the officials use
among themselves.

od ¥ RS
(Qaorreas ywsssar eHaT)
(An hon. Member)

No.

eoPemniun NOBNDBY

(QrdL_i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Sir, they laugh at his policy. It is
an inane laugh. It is in HaNSARD. I
have no time to quote it; they can
look it up for themselves. The late
Mr. Bandaranaike said that the offi-
cial language is a language that has
no other significance except that it is
used by the officials—[Interruption].
Hon. Members who follow me will
quote it.

B OBYE BCE » .

(8. evrerell Govssrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
We will never quote you.

©eDe’NT BNABNNBY

(Qur&_i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

“The official language is the lan-
guage that is used in our official
communication with countries
abroad, in our external affairs ”, with
a translation in an international
language. That was the real purpose
of the official language.
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Thirdly, let us consider how the
official language has been used in this
country. In the days of the feudal
kings there was no such thing as
the official language. There was the
language of the court, The language
of the court was the mother tongue
of the ruler or king.

For about 350 years or more, in the
Kandyan kingdom the Nayakkar
dynasty was Tamil, or the court lan-
guage was Tamil. Similarly in Kotte,
for a shorter period, the court lan-
guage was Tamil. You can go to the
national library—[Interruption]. The
elder brother of the Hon. Minister of
Industries who was a Crown Proctor
told me——

T E BeadN» ©cs,
{Q@ WL 6T 6l ,Qevcs's&ﬂ"é&r)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
He is not an authority.

el snasnmsY

(Qrs_ir BrE 5T gar )

(Dr. Naganathan)

Go to the Archives or any other
Department and you can find evi-
dence that the court language in
Kotte during the Nayakkar dynasty
was Tamil—[Interruption]. What I
want to say is that the official langu-
age during the feudal times was the
mother tongue of the ruling king. It
was the court language. That is why
in the Kandyan Convention most of
the signatures were in the Tamil
language, at least, the Sinhalese
people who were at court knew the
official or rather the court language.

oS @5Y HDlecwny
(Cserres omrs s sa; GLLD)
(An hon. Member)

That is how you like it.

©0demndn sNasHNHBY

(Qré i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I do not think it was the language
of administration. There was no
democracy at that time. The coramon
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people had no share in the Govern-
ment. They did not care a damn for
what happened in the Royal courts
and quite correctly.

Becsd b5 WD 5NN S

(eu surprusi Qi serr)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member must be careful
about the language he uses. The
language is not parliamentary.

CeRemNG ALY

(Qur&i B0 & BT F6r )

(Dr. Naganathan)
~ They did not care a twopence. They
did not care a straw for the official
language of the court. The people
continued to use their language which
was Sinhalese, and quite rightly.

But the government had no con-
tact with the people. When they had
to summon the people, they did so by
communicating through the 1local
headman in their language. Adminis-
tration was not in the hands of the
people but administration was carried
out in the language of the people of
the area.

Now, Sir, later on came the colo-
nial era—the Portuguese, the Dutch
and the English. Even then, the offi-
cial language was the language of the
new king or foreign rulers—the
masters. Their official language was
not imposed on the people, but the
members of the government, the gov-
ernment services, conducted their
government business in the official
language. But, when the government
had to deal with the people, or had
to transmit some message to the
people they did so in the Tamil areas
throush the Tamil headmen, in the
Sinhalese areas through the Sinhala
headmen and in the Muslim areas
through the Muslim headmen, in the
language or dialect of the people of
the area.

Administration, if it has to be effec-
tive or efficient, if it has to be quickly
done, or expedited, must be in the
language of the people, otherwise,
there would be undue delay. Right
down ‘history, by experience and by
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tradition, the language of adminis-
tration has been the language of the
people. The official language is for
official purposes and, perhaps, the
language in which the government
corresponds with foreign govern-
ments because it wants to maintain
its prestige and its national colour.

So much for the official language.
What is meant by the language of
administration ? I have already
stated that the language of adminis-
tration is the language of the people
of the area. Unless you do that, gov-
ernment business cannot be expe-
dited. It cannot be democracy
because in a democratic country it is
the rule of the people, by the people
and for the people. In the days of
the feudal kings there was no demo-
cracy. In the days of the colonial
Government there was no democracy.
Today we have a democratic set-up.
And in a democratic set-up the ad-
ministration must be in the language
of the people of the area; otherwise
it will not be democratic and the work
of the administration will not be
efficient and expeditious.

Then we come to the Public Ser-
vice. In the old days of the colonial
rulers and earlier under the kings, the
day to day administration was carried
out by people who were the servants
of the rulers. They were part and
parcel of the machinery of the ruler-
ship. They were oppressors of the
people. Of course, we had some good
rulers like good and bad tyrants.

Sir, I remember a funny incident
that took place during the time of the
last world war when we had the
black-out. I had to go to Kadawatte.
On the way I had to pass a railway
crossing. A train was expected and
the railway gate was closed. There
were a large number of cars on both
sides of the gate. The railway man
at the gate had closed the gate long
before the train was expected to pass
and was sitting there at his post.
People on both sides of the gate ap-
pealed to the gate-man to allow the
cars to pass. They were blowing
their horns. But what did the rail-
way man do? He said, “ &8
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qoew fed @Befes”—*1 am a servant
of the Government.” He was only
stating the old colonial idea that the
government servants have nothing to
do with the people.

Today they are servants of the
people, however highly placed they
may be, and a servant of the people
can serve his masters in a Tamil area
in Tamil and in a Sinhalese area in
Sinhala. That is the democratic set-
up of any government elected by the
people for the people and that is how
you must look at the language ques-
tion and the language of administra-
tion.

The United National Party have
very thoughtfully and democratically
decided in their last election mani-
festo that the members of the Public
Service are members of a transfer-
able service. They are specially paid
and must be efficient in the languages
of the people, so that they may be
able to serve their masters in the Sin-
hala areas in Sinhala and in the Tamil
areas in Tamil.

Today we have the concept of a
welfare state, not laissez-faire as in
the days of the Kandyan kings. The
people are not left to their own
devices but the Government steps in
whether it be rice or textiles or any-
thing else, and today innumerable
forms have to be filled in. And if
these things are not done in the lan-
guage of the people of the area, how
can you run the administration
effectively.

Sir, we are anxious to get a move
on. But there are some language
fanatics who think that Ceylon was
made for language and not that lan-
guage was made for the people. What
is most important is the people. We
want to build up this country. The
language question and every other
matter must be subservient to the
people, their needs and the needs of
the country. We cannot make a god
of any language ; we must make men
super-gods of our country and build
up our country so that we can make
it a better place to live, for our
children and children’s children.
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This subject leads me on to the
question of district councils. Some
people think that a district council is
only for the Tamils. How very un-
instructed they are! District Coun-
cils are for the whole of Ceylon. As
I said before the Ceylon Government
has still the old colonial machinery,
the Kachcheri system or if you like,
you may call it, feudal machinery.
Why ? It is rule from the centre. To-
talitarian rule is always like colonial

rule, rule from the centre. Demo-
cracy is the rule of the
people by the people for the
people. The Government must

therefore be broadbased and the
people must be made to realize that
they too have a large share in shap-
ing their own welfare and the wel-
fare of the Government. That is
democracy. To achieve this there
should be decentralization, which
means bringing the Government
down to the people in each area.

What is the curse of the present
system of government ? The colonial
system of government under our
present constitution is like new
wine in an old bottle, the bottle of
colonialism. What is it that happens
under this system ? Once in five
years the people have the right to
vote and elect a government. That is
all. Thereafter what share do the
people have in the Government ? The
one thing we can do is to hoot the
Ministers sometimes. We can invite
them, garland them, take them on
what is called a pavada with Kandyan
dancers, go with them and then open
a small bridge or a culvert or a class-
room. If the people of the area want
a classroom why cannot they have
the ability or the financial resources
to build one? Why should they
come to Colombo and salaam the
Minister of Education ? It may be a
very, very difficult thing for some of
us to come and salaam the Minister
of Education.

It is my submission that under the
system of district councils there will
be a decentralization of the Govern-
ment. The people in each area will
be vested with responsibility and
given the power to look after their
affairs. That is the way to build up
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a civic sense or a public sense. People
now have no public sense. They care
very little for our buses and trains
because they misuse them and
even try to destroy them.
That is because they are not respon-
sible. If it is their train or bus or
their children’s school they will show
a greater interest in them and take
more care and there will be a lively
growth of our national life.

We must build up a civic sense.
People now do not care for national
welfare. That is why we found many
corrupt Ministers in the last Govern-
ment and also many corrupt heads of
departments which we are now try-
ing to avoid. @We cannot be quite
sure that all such heads of depart-
ments have been removed. There are
still some very untrustworthy men
who are trying to make use of the
Government to propagate their in-
fluence and power for their own ends.
That is how nepotism grows. All
this is due to there being no proper
public or civic sense, which you can
have only if the people themselves
are made responsible. Supposing you
have a district council in Jaffna, one
in Mannar and another in Kalutara,
the people of Kalutara can say, “ Look
at those people in Jaffna! How well
they are carrying on their district
council! Why cannot our people do
it properly ?” In this way they will
take more interest in their affairs and
see that their members or people
responsible do their work properly.

Now, for instance, take the co-
operatives that the people started.
They have no civic sense, they do not
take any interest in the co-operatives,
with the result that either the Secre-
tary or the President or a small
cliqgue swindles the co-operatives.
There is no civic responsibility on the
part of our people ; they do not think
that it is their duty to look after their
own welfare. If the people are given
the right to look after the welfare of
their schools and their hospitals, how
much cleaner and nicer will every-
thing in life be.—[Interruption]. In
England, Sir, there is the county
council system.—[Interruption]. I,
sa_id that my hon. Friends are quite-'
mistaken. They do not understand
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what districts councils are. The dis-
trict councils are for the whole of
Ceylon, and the largest beneficiaries
will be the Sinhalese people them-
selves because they are the majority.
Although these people in the Opposi-
tion may not want : them, the people
of the country will want them,
the people whom they are try-
ing to suwindle. They will be able to
look after themselves. I think, even
in their own Throne Speech of 1963
mention was made with regard to the
establishment of district councils.
Now, they are talking with their
tongues in their cheeks.

- BewTEn DN NGEDDNESH
(e FUTBFTUST eurser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please !

eeRemnic NONNDBY
- (Orcéi praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

. In 1957, the late Mr. Bandaranaike
had a Bill ready for the establish-
ment of regional councils. These
people who call themselves progres-
sives have become retrogrades. That
is all I can say. I do not want to
speak to them ; I am speaking to the
public who will throw them out at
the next election lock, stock and
barrel. They want to have the old
feudal, colonial system, so that as
Members of Parliament they can rule
the roost. When district councils are
given to the people they will not have
to worry themselves by going to the
Members of Parliament with a bribe
for the purpose of getting something
done. My hon. Friends do not like
these district councils being estab-
lished, because then the people will
be their own masters and will be able
to look after their schools and hos-
pitals. So will it be with regard to
the Ministers also because some of
their powers and prerogatives will
have to be given to the people. The
Ministers will have to perform their
rightful functions, and their rightful
functions will be to co-ordinate, colla-
borate, advise, and help the people
to rule the country. That is
what they must do, and not run de-
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partments. In the Education Depart-
ment 95 per cent of the transfers are
made by the Minister. When these
district councils are established, he
will not have that prerogative. Let
him do what really is his duty to ad-
vice, promote and foster education.

Sir, in the Throne Speech of the
S. L. F. P. Government in 1963, it
stated :

“With effect from May 1, 1963, the
Ceylon Administrative Service has been
set up and the Village Headmen system
replaced by the new Grama Sevaka
system. Early consideration will be
given to the question of establishing
District Councils to replace the Kachche-
ries.—[OrFrFIcIAL REPORT, 17th July, 1963 ;
Vol. 52, c¢. 21].

The rule by the kachcheri system
is the rule of colonialism. The new
wine of democracy is still in old
bottles.—[Interruption]. That is your
Throne Speech. In 1957, the late Mr.
Bandaranaike formulated a Bill for
the purpose—[Interruption]. I say
that he, with all his faults, was a far
superior and greater man than my
Friends on that side. They follow,
in one or two matters, the late Mr.
Bandaranaike’s bad policies, but not
the good ones.

Finally, I want to tell them that the
Ministers are very anxious to get a
move on with the question of national
development. The point is that with
all their good intentions they
cannot move rapidly because the
work gets clogged up due to the ad-
ministrative machinery we have.
For instance, the execution of any big
scheme is dependent on our friends
the Permanent Secretaries and the
public servants. The people do not
have a share in it. Under a system
of district councils the main responsi-
bility for any kind of development in
a local area will be that of the people,
with ministers, permanent secretaries
and heads of departments working in
collaboration and assisting the
people. The people being made res-
ponsible will be only too anxious to
make a success of any undertaking.

So, if you want real development
it must be the people’s movement. If
you want to have a people’s govern-
ment you must have district councils.
It is a system under which the people
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will realize their civic responsibili-
ties. Our children will be better citi-
zens than we are.

The present kachcheri system
comes down from the colonial days
when it was rule from the centre. The
evolution of the present system is in-
teresting. Formerly we had a colo-
nial governor. He had a council of
the heads of departments. The heads
of departments had their agents. The
agents of the governor were the
government agents. The man at the
head of the P. W. D. had his provin-
cial agent. Other heads of depart-
ments had their agents. The frame-
work was such that we had to have
governmental control. The people
had no share in the whole thing.
Under our Constitution and under
our present Parliament, the same
situation continues. Where there was

a Governor we have a Prime
Minister. Where there were
heads of departments we have

ministers, who are really super heads
of departments. They are not doing
ministerial work. They have not the
time for it. They have not the time
for policy-making, for real direction,
and for real management of the
country’s affairs. They are adminis-
trators pure and simple. That was
why we objected earlier to certain as-
pects in the new Education Bill. The
Minister had become a super educa-
tion officer. That has been the bane
of this country and the bane of our
education.

Let us consider our schools. If the
responsibility for the good running of
schools in a particular area lies with
the old boys and with people who
have permanent interests there, the
Minister through his inspectors and
others merely advising them and
rendering financial and other help, it
will definitely be in the interests of
the school. What does the Director
of Education know about a school in,
say, Dambulla ? He does not know!
who the principal is. He has trans-
ferred one out and put another in his
place, but he does not know who the
person is. What we want is decen-
tralization, a transfer of powers to
the people of the area.
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Under the present system poor
teachers come running to Members
of Parliament to get things done.
Members of Parliament can show
their authority by getting teachers
transferred, extending a little patron-
age, sometimes making a little money
on the side. What we want is demo-
cracy. If you want real democracy,
if you want real national develop-
ment, you must get the people’s help
and co-operation. For God’s sake, let
the people do it. Help them to do if,
but let them do it. That is the sane,
honourable way to build a greater
and more glorious nation.

I next come to the question of
unity. Hon. Members opposite say
that this Government has not
achieved anything because there is a
political split. Do you mean to say
that national unity means that
parties with various political views
become one ? That is impossible. We
must have political differences. They
are necessary and that is why there
is a party system and a parliamentary
system. What we want is that there
should be unity between the various
peoples of a country. In a country
like Ceylon where we have people
of various castes and creeds, different
language and national groups, we
must have unity and faith. The
minorities must have faith in the
Government. They must know that
they too have a share in the Govern-
ment of the country and that this is
their own, their native land. They
should not be made to feel that they
are outsiders and that their children
have no future in this country.

I am happy to be able to say that
the Prime Minister and his Collea-
gues have introduced a feeling of
unity in the country. But there
are some others who do not like this
unity because they have no love for
the country. They want at all costs
to smash up the unity that has been
created. My Friends do not seem to
understand history. History since
the dawn of time shows us that in
any country vparticularly where
people of diverse races and languages
live, if there is disunity that country
has always deteriorated in all
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spheres of life. In the economic

sphere there has been disaster, in

their cultural life there has been

deterioration and their spiritual life

has reached low levels.

We have had disunity and its bane-
ful results in Ceylon during the
period of the last Government
and its predecessors for the past nine
or ten years. Our economy was
blasted and we came down to the
verge of bankruptcy.—[Interrup-
tion]. The standard of our cultural
and public life had sunk to the lowest
depths. Lanka came to that sad posi-
tion because of the lack of unity.

Last year I was in England taking
treatment for my illness. I was
there for four months. I remember
the last few days before my return
when I was in London I met quite a
number of important people—

OB E B » @wn.
(B v _rarell Hossrser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
I heard you met the Queen !

CCDEMNT BNOINNLT

(Oréi praprsear)

(Dr. Naganathan)

They remembered me because I
had played rugger with them. Those
men have now reached the top of the
ladder in the banking and political
worlds in England and Franee.
Through them I met people from
America, Canada and Australia.
Everyone of them told me, “Now
that there is unity among the two
great peoples of Ceylon we feel there
is a future for Ceylon and we can
now consider the climate suitable to
give you help ”.

Hon. Members opposite do not
seem to understand that unity is the
most important factor. I will read
out the speech of the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central during
a previous Throne Speech Debate.
In the present Debate he said that
there is no wunity and that the
so-called wunity brought about a
great cleavage. He said that that
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cleavage is due to the language
problem and went on to quote a long
extract from a speech made by our
Prime Minister at an earlier stage.
However, he did not tell us what he
himself had said at an earlier stage.
This is what he said :

1

But today opinion is veering
round and reason is reasserting itself.
Today the language lunatics and
extremists, who were never interested in
the language question but were only
interested in creating trouble and working
for the benefit of reactionary parties, are
thoroughly isolated. This is a situation
that should encourage us to believe that
it is possible now to settle this problem
by negotiation ; that the way is open for
negotiation. . . . . iy

Lower down he says:

“The passage of the Official Language
Act, the events that preceded and
followed the Act, and the lack of any
concrete proposal by the Government in
the last year to undo the damage or to
settle the problem have deeply wounded
the national pride and destroyed the
confidence of a large section of the
Tamils. That is a fact.”

Further down he says:

“The Communist Party believes that
the first step that should be taken t{o
break the present stalemate is for the
Government to give immediate legisla-
tive effect to its own promises and
proposals regarding the Tamil language.
My hon. Friend the Minister of Indus-
tries stated that they have proposed four
points and that nobody has said anything
about them. That is not so. I say:
Start by passing a law putting this into
effect. This is the first step to be taken
to break the stalemate”—[OFFICIAL
REPORT, 19th June 1957 ; Vol. 28, c. 355-6]

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central said, “Bring this
Act into being ; that is the first and
most important step to bring about
national unity and peace”. But on
the 8th of January he was one of
those who went before the statue of
Vihara Maha Devi and swore that
a day of sadness—I should say
madness !'—had dawned on Lanka
because the very moderate regula-
tions giving us some measure of
relief had been approved by the
Government. These are fanatics who
do not want to solve the problem
but who want to create chaos. I do
not know why they want to create
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chaos. They have no interest in the
nation or in district councils. They
are not interested in a real solution
to the language problem. They are
only interested in strengthening
themselves politically in order that
they might get some kind of power
and to utilize that power——

oG Oy BDbewny
(Qsorres oymagssaui saHeul)
(An hon. Member)
You do not want power !

oeemnien NOBINBY

(Qréi praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

We want to give power to the
people. You fellows want to keep
power in your hands and control the
people.

o Oy B2lecwn

(Oserres oEsEsour emeul)

(An hon. Member)

What about the so-called
untouchables ?—[Interruption].

Bowidn WHSINGDDNSH

(-1 suTprLsST Syeur&er)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

May I remind the hon. Member for
Nallur that he should not call
Members “ fellows ”.

ee2emnn NANNDBY

(QLr&i prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Sir, I call them “ fellows ”. Fellows
mean my equals. In fact, I am compli-
menting them by referring to them as
my equals.

BedEn D1BNGNNEH

(oL sFuUTFTLST OaurSer)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Whatever he may mean, I have to
request the hon. Member not to use
that word when referring to
Members.
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eeRemnin N5y

(Q_r&Li praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Sir, T wish to quote the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota here—what
he said ohly last month. In
Volume 66, No. 12 of HansArD of 7th
June 1966, this is what the hon. Mem-
ber said :

“I am for it. I am one hundred per
cent. in favour of district councils. If
you do not have regional councils you
cannot get rid of the kachcheries in these
areas. We are having an obsolete
system of colonial administration side by
side with a democratic system.”

Sir, there are people who in their
moments of lucidity speak the truth.
But my hon. Friends opposite who
sit behind the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota do not even have “lucid ”
moments. They are the lost souls.

The government servants who
struck work on the 8th of January
were punished by the Government.
My hon. Friends talk about labour
and labour laws without knowing
anything about them, because in the
countries from which they draw
their inspiration, Russia, China and
so on, there are no labour unions;
there are no labour laws safeguard-
ing the rights of workers. Those
workers cannot strike. In democ-
ratic countries, for instance in that
so-called  capitalist country of
America, by a process of trial and
error in the course of time, they have
evolved a perfect system of balance.
In the beginning labour could not
strike; employers could hire and
fire; labour had no security of
service, no promotions or salary
increases. Everything was depend-
ent on the huge accumulation of the
unemployment market. That was
the position of labour. Then, by a
series of great trials labour won their
rights, and the conscience of the
people too came to the rescue of
labour.

Today, what do we find in this
country ? Sir, first of all, a labour
union can only be formed by those
who have a community of interests.
You cannot have people with
different interests as members of 2
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trade union. Labour unions must have
as their members people who have a
community of interests. Secondly,
when it comes to a question of
striking, there are steps that should
be taken before strike action is
resorted to. First, there should be
negotiation, there are many types of
negotiating machinery available, and
if negotiations fail and they decide to
strike they must get a vote from the
members. There must be a mandate,
a plebiscite from the workers; and
unless there is a two-thirds majority
a strike is illegal. It is only when a
strike is legal and is launched in con-
nection with a question concerning
the interests of the workers that they
can claim those immunities which
they are entitled to. In such an
event there is no penalty for strike
action. The January 8th strike—
for what purpose was it called ? In
the language of the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central, “to
create chaos by fanatics”; mnot
because of language, but it was for
the purpose of creating trouble by
working for the reactionary parties.

Leave alone trade workers. What
about the Government Service ?
Government servants are a carefully
and fully safeguarded body under the
various Government Service regula-
tions like the P. S. R., F. R.,, A. R,, and
so many other things like statutory
pension, etc.

T E BESH » eaa.
(8. ev_rerel] Sovssrser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
J k!

co2emNnsw BNOBNDBY

(Qurag_ir praprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

They went on strike not because
they wanted to go on strike for a
trade union reason but because they
were called upon to do so by out-
siders, by certain Members of Parlia-
ment and other agitators for plenty
political reasons. There was no
plebiscite held, but I know a secret
meeting was held on the 31lst of
January in the home of the hon.

Bewddn O35 edacs
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Member for Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G.
Senanayake), at which there were
present certain heads of departments.
I do not know the whole story. Any-
way, the decision to strike was not
decided at a meeting of members of
the unions, nor did they go on strike
on the ground of any labour or trade
dispute. It was a purely political
strike organized for the one purpose
of destroying the Government. And
organized by whom ? By the people
who are paid by the Government, by
those who are supposed to be—
[Interruption.] These people shouid
have been punished more for this
blatant treachery but this Govern-
ment felt that these public servants,
these poor fellows, were misled by
demagogues, by unpatriotic people
who did not want unity. This sort of
thing must be put down. I think the
Government has been very generous
towards them. If such a thing had
happened in Russia or in China they
would have been shot at dawn or,
perhaps, immediately. That did not
happen to the public servants hzre.

So that, when my hon. Friends
come here and talk about democratic
rights, they cannot expect democratic
rights to be granted only for the pur-
pose of destroying democracy. They
cannot have a labour union and claim
labour union privileges or immunities
when they are not functioning as a
labour union in the interests of
labour. So, I say again, that this strike
was a failure—it was not only a
failure but it was also an attempt to
sabotage the country and its future.

Now, my hon. Friend, the Third
Member for Colombo Central (Mr.
Keuneman) spoke loud and long on
certain economic questions. I will
read from his speech at column 115
of Hansarp of 14th July, 1966,
Volume 67, No. 2. This is what he said
reading from the Central Bank
report : —

“In 1965 Ceylon’s economic perfor-

mance, as measured in terms of Gross
National Product . . .”

He read only half of that report. Half
truths are worse than lies. Every
Communist must know that. They
cultivate it as a fine art——
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“In 1965 Ceylon’s economic perfor-
mance as measured in terms of Gross
National Product, showed a decline.
Whereas in 1964, the Gross National
Product at current factor prices increasad
by 5 per cent. . . .”

He said 5.8 per cent.

. . in 1965 the increase was only 4.0
per cent.”

Here, I have got the Report of the
International Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development 1966. What
does it say ? This is what it says at
page (i) under the heading, “ Ceylon
—Recent Economic Trends. Summary
and Conclusions.”

“The economic situation in Ceylon
improved in several respects during the
past year. Financial balance was
maintained, although stagnation in
economic activity kept the demand for
credit low. This, in combination with
low imports and a 7 per cent. rise in
exports, resulted in a balance in current
external accounts.”

Then, secondly, on page (ii), this is
what they say :

“As for the first policy requirement,
the administration of exchange allocations
has been improved in the past year. The
exchange budget now reflcts an assess-
ment of exchange requirements for
production as well as consumption.”

As regards what the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central (Mr.
Keuneman) pointed out, I will read
out what page 4 of the report says:

“ Output and Exports

10. Output for export in 1965 rose
slightly and was a record, despite slight
adverse movements in tea and rubber
prices, mainly  because production
responded well to replanting and other
improvements in yield—except in the
case of coconut products which were
adversely affected by weather condi-
tionsi s o

11. Output for domestic use increased
by only 4 per cent. in 1965, compared
with a growth of 5 per cent. in recent
years, mainly because of a serious
failure in the rice crop which suffered
both from a cyclone early in the year and
a drought. These, together, cut rice
output by a third and the cyclone also
damaged the fishing fleet, making it
necessary to import more foodstuffs, and
causing a further reduction in rural
incomes in that rice production subsidy
payments were reduced. The persistent
foreign exchange shortage which curtailed
private investment similarly curtailed the
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output of the construction industry, but
other industrial output, nevertheless,
increased by 10 per cent. a year as in the
recent past, stimulated by the protective
effect of import restrictions. Othcr
sizeable increases were recorded in
transport and other service sectors, but
some of the growth was more apparent
than real in that scarcities of vehicles and
other imported goods have led to rising
prices and profits in the distributive
trades.”

What I want to say is that the
Government has done well in spite of
certain unforeseen circumstances—
on the one hand the acts of God,
cyclone and drought, and on the
other the actions of the devil, the
actions of my Friends opposite who
want to create disruption and prevent
labour from contributing towards the
recovery of this country. They want
to go into the public services and
clog work which is so necessary for a
quick and efficient administration of
our country. So we have got the acts
of God on the one hand and the
actions of the devil on the other. We
can have no tryst with God except to
pray for betterment, but against the
devils on the other side we can take
action, and that is what we hope to do
and are doing.

My Friend, the Minister of State,
in a very well-seasoned speech, men-
tioned two things. He told us the
necessity for the formation of a com-
mon export market. In Europe they
have got a common market. We of
the less advanced countries of Asia,
Africa and South America must form
a common export market for our
primary products. In the meantime,

we are going to produce
larger quantities of tea, coconut
and rubber to make good the
comparative fall in prices. As he

pointed out, our products are still
fetching low prices because the
foreign buyers are able to rig the
market and we get only poor prices
for them. They give their labour more
money and more profit and thereby
what we import is very much higher
In price ; on the other hand, they by
depressing the prices of our primary
products are also depressing and
preventing us from doing justice to
our labour. I will come to the
question of labour in a few minutes.
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Then, Sir, there is the question of
import substitution. Nobody can say
anything against restricting imports
and the encouraging of local indus-
tries.

Bewddn DSBNGDRNS

(e FUTETLST Yeair&er)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member is on the question

of labour. I might remind him that
he has only six minutes more.

¢ ctnlen £8DEQAD Ow.
(8. 9. Qerisr & Heur ser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

You said you can give only fifteen
minutes to a Member.

BoWILE WD BNGDDNE

(e FLUTFTLST IQuT&er)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

He can start his speech and go on
tomorrow. The hon. Member for
Nallur has been given one hour.

©0DemNIw TNABNHEY

(Qura&Li prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I have spoken for only forty-five
minutes.

BowTds DSENGEDDSh

(e FUTFTLST ST &er)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I have kept count of the time you
have taken. You have got six more
minutes.

6903l INOENDBY

(Qr_r&L_; praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am very much flattered to have
you as my timekeeper and also as my
conscience keeper.

BowiLs DSIBNGDDNEH

(e sFUTpTLST SeIT&eT)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

You might finally end up by being
in the care of another keeper if you
exceed that time.

Becwd S VI VMRE®
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(QLr&Lir praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Sir, I think my Friends opposite
cannot object to our policy of import
substitution, by virtue of the import
restrictions so as to encourage local
industries. But that requires a lot of
planning and very hard work in
which the people must take a share
not the bureaucracy. It is the people
who can deliver the goods. That is
why I favour district councils.

Then I come to the cost of living.
The cost of living goes up due to the
rising cost of transport, partly due to
the increase in the cost of imports,
partly due to the lack of storage and
the lack of proper distribution of local
produce, and also partly due to in-
flationary trends for which the
Opposition when in power were
responsible, but it is mainlyl due to
the insufficiency of imported and
local produce due to lack of foreign
exchange.

I like to quote from the speech of
my good Friend the hon. Third

Member for Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman). What he stated
is reported at column 127 of

Hansarp of July 14, 1966. I want to
show you how sometimes he
comes out with the truth but does not
know how to interpret or analyze it.

“In 1964 the import volume index was
125 for food. The import volume index
for food in 1965 was 78. The Govern-
ment deliberately did not import many
essential food items.”

He says that it was 125 in 1964 and
that it came down to 78 in 1965.

“The import volume index for textiles
in 1964 was 92. In 1965 it was 57. In
fact they cut nearly Rs. 40 million of the
import quotas in textiles, last year.

What about other consumer goods ? The
import volume index for other consumsr
goods in 1964 was 39 ; in 1965 it was 29.

There was a decline in imports
partly due to the fact that we had no
money in the till. The previous
Government had wasted or swindled
or looted or destroyed or misspent the
money, call it what you like. We had
nothing when we assumed the reins
of Government to purchase even our
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children’s milk or one week’s rice
ration. That was the sorry state in
which we were placed.

But I think such a situation has its
good points because when we import
less, we are forced to produce more,
especially food. Importing of less food
is one of the best things that can
happen in this country. The Govern-
ment is considering the restricting of
imports of foodstuffs in a certain cate-
gory—[Interruptions]—so that the
people may produce more. That will
be an inducement to produce more.

Bewlds DSIzNGNNESH

(2L &sLTFTUST oeurser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member might co-operate
with me because one Member from
the Opposition who wishes to speak
says he would not take more than ten
minutes.

©e2em bt N BY
(QurdL_i prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

In one minute I will finish, Sir.

Therefore, I hope my Friends of the
Opposition will not become mere
pedagogues, mere spouters of facts
which they do not understand, un-
digested facts which they pour out
to the people, and which are not
correct. Phey must understand what
they are reading. Then they will
understand that this Government, the
National Government, stands for pro-
gress. We are a progressive Govern-
ment, first in unity next in national
development, and in a couple of years
time you will see the benefits. We are
not able to wave a masgic wand and
produce results overnight. They, os
the other side, have been in office for
ten years and could not do anything
and they expect results from us over-
night.

With patience and with great re-
solve we will make this land of Lanka
a happier place to live in for our
children and our children’s children.
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It being 7 p.M., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Tuesday 19th
July 1966.

DCE DO
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ADJOURNMENT
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Motion made, and Question proposed,

“That the House do now adjourn”.—
[The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene].

BEs1d cwnBtn Do,
(8. Quire. Qerdisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have given
notice to the Hon. Minister of Labour
that I wish to raise the question of
the bank strike on the Adjournment.

Before I proceed to state what I
have to say, I must take this oppor-
tunity through you to salute the
strikers who with considerable mani-
festation of solidarity have heroi-
cally conducted a struggle for 76 days
at National and Grindlays Bank. I
also salute the other bank employees
who enter upon the fourteenth day
of their strike tomorrow.

The questions around which these
strikes have occurred are already
fairly well known. But what agitates
us at the moment is the inability of
the Minister and the Government,
even after the intervention of the
Hon. Prime Minister, to achieve a
satisfactory formula on the basis of
which the strike could be honourably
settled.
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The issue as it has been so far
posed before the public both offi-
cially and by the employer hides
certain facts which must not be
hidden.

The first is that there was a unila-
teral decision on the part of an
employer to make certain changes in
regard to the salary structure of bank
employees on the eve of the discus-
sion of a collective agreement.

There was also an attempt unila-
terally on the part of an employer to
change the grading system of
employees, also at the time when dis-
cussions in regard to a collective
agreement were about to take place.

What is worse is that there was a
deliberate attempt on the part of an
employer to victimize those who were
loyal to the union. There was an
attempt to promote certain persons
to higher posts which had been
Improperly, if not unlawfully,
created because they were prepared
to resign from the union. In other
words, the whole question of making
a promotion within the bank was
made conditional on a trotted-out
theory of executive grades to compel
certain officers to resign from the
Bank Employees’ Union.

Now, this is a very filthy state of
affairs and not the kind of practice
on the part of an employer that we
can tolerate for a moment.

Quite rightly, the Minister of
Labour intervened in this matter and
a certain formula was arrived at
proposed by the Minister himself
which, let it not be forgotten, it was
the employer who rejected.

Now, Sir, after that there was an
attempt again to bring the parties
together by the Minister and a cer
tain formula was tentatively decided
upon—I do not say agreed upon—
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which the employer was to put to
their principals in Britain and the
union was to place before its Execu-
tive Committee.

It was after the discussions that it
became manifest that the entire
terms of that agreement had been
drawn in bad faith by the employer,
that the proposal was made in abso-
lute bad faith by the employer, and
that the five points of that formula
had been devised in order to enable
them to go behind the spirit of the
agreement that the Minister sought
to achieve in order to effect their
change in the salary structure and to
enforce their principles of promotion
over and above the Union’s wishes
and the Minister’s wishes.

It is in the context of that back-
ground that this dispute must be
considered. It is having a very, very
deleterious effect on the economy and
it has created hardships in certain
quarters. That is not denied.

But we have to see that justice is
done in this matter to these
employees who are struggling heroi-
cally. They are not conducting a
frivolous struggle. They have taken
these issues very seriously, They are
a very powerful section of the intelli-
gentsia of this country, the members
of that union; and they have
embarked on this strike with a due
sense of responsibility. They have
the same love for this country as
anybody else and it is in the context
of their desire to further and protect
the rights of trade unionists also that
they are in this struggle today. Let
us, therefore, in the context of that
background examine the new for-
mula that has been put forward by
the Hon. Minister for a settlement of
the strike, namely, that he is going
to appeoint a commission to inquire
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into the criteria of promotion within

the grades of employees of the com-
mercial banks.

That is too general a phrase. What
is in fact in dispute and what began
this entire struggle was that question
of certain promotions made by the
National and Grindlays Bank where
three officers who were senior, who
were more suitable in the opinion of
the union—but who were certainly
senior on any objective criteria—
were denied their promotion and six
others were chosen by the bank
without any reference or any
respect being paid to any known
principles of advancement, for the
purpose of filling certain new posts
that they had created.

That was the cause of the dispute
and there can be no point in having
a commission of inquiry unless within
the terms of reference of that com-
mission you also include this parti-
cular matter in dispute.

I understand that it was as a result
of the parleys this formula was
devised by the Hon. Minister
of appointing a commission, and
in the parleys that took place between
the union and the Hon. Minister, as
a compromise, it was suggested that
this could be included in the pre-
amble. That is, the terms of refer-
ence would run as follows : “ Where-
as a dispute has arisen in regard to
such and such matters between the
National and Grindlays Bank and the
Bank Employees’ Union, the Hon.
Minister appoints a commission to
inquire into the criteria of promo-
tion ”. In other words, the matter of
inquiry still remains, despite the
preamble, the general terms of the
criteria of promotion and nothing
else. That is not satisfactory.

Why is it that the bank is unable
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to agree to an investigation by an
impartial commission apppointed by
the Hon. Minister of its conduct in
this particular matter in dispute,
namely, the advancement of the six
officers concerned the refusal to pro-
mote the three officers mentioned by
the union and the attempt made by
the bank to retire a supervisor on
the basis that they have, as they
allege, abolished the grade of super-
visor in the bank’s service ? Those
are matters in regard to which the
bank employees allege bad {faith.
They are matters which the bank, for
the purpose of clearing themselves,
should be willing to have investi-
gated. Why is it that they are unwill-
ing to do so ?

I am glad that the Hon. Prime
Minister intervened in this matter
and tried to use his good offices in
order to bring about a settlement. I
am glad that the Hon. Minister has
been taking such an interest in this
matter. But there is also a matter
in regard to which one must express
regret, and that is this. When you
appoint a commission and say, “1I am
going to lay down the following
terms”, and those terms are not
satisfactory from the point of view of
the union, and it is made public there-
after that it is the union that said,
“We are not satisfied with the terms
of reference of the commission that
you appointed” in the eyes of the
public the union is made out to be at
fault, whereas in fact the reluctance
of the Hon. Minister to include the
specific question at issue in regard to
the National and Grindlays Bank as
one of the matters to be inquired
into by the commission is due to the
fact that Mr. Barrington of the bank
has refused to agree to allow that.
There is the person who is sabotaging
every effort that is being made by
the union and by the Government to
settle this strike.
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That is why I ask: in the interests
of the bank employees, in the

interests of national honour, are we
going to allow ourselves to be
dictated to by a set of people in
London who decide that their subor-
dinates in this country shall not bow
their heads to this Government ?
We have our disputes with this
Government, we are opposed to this
Government, we seek the downfall
of this Government, but as long as
it is the Government of the day we
are also bound to defend the honour
of the Government before the
world. That is the position. We
are not prepared to allow any
persons in England, any financiers
in England sitting in cushy comfort
there, to dictate terms to the
Government of this country, and I
say that it is incumbent upon the Hon.
Prime Minister and the Hon. Minis-
ter of Labour to defend the national
honour of this country, apart from
the question of the bank employees,
by telling Mr. Barrington where he
gets off.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have spoken
with some degree of vehemence on
this matter because it is a vital
question. Everybody recognizes that
it is a matter of importance. I want
to make this appeal finally to the
Hon. Prime Minister and the Hon.
Minister of Labour. The union is
prepared to go to voluntary arbitra-
tion. Why is it that the bank will
not agree to that? Voluntary
arbitration means that the arbitra-
tors shall be chosen with the consent
of both sides. Why is it that the
bank is unwilling to go to voluntary
arbitration ? Why is it that they
cannot have this matter investigated
if they feel that their hands are
clean ?

I say that some formula can be
found which will bring within the
scope of this commission of inquiry
the particular matter in dispute in
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regard to National and Grindlays
Bank. That is the only basis on
which this matter can be satisfac-
forily settled. I appeal to the Hon.
Prime Minister and the Hon. Minis-
ter of Labour, whatever may be the
good intentions of the Hon. Prime
Minister, whatever may be the sub-
Jective intentions of the Government,
to get away from this position—a
position which implies that the
Government of this country is allow-
ing itself to be browbeaten by the
principals of National and Grindlays
Bank. I make this appeal in all
seriousness. If the principle of
voluntary arbitration offered by the
union cannot be implemented even
at this stage, the Government should
take steps to include within the
terms of reference of the commis-
sion of inquiry, and not merely in
the preamble, an investigation into
the specific question in dispute in
regard to National and Grindlays
Bank.

¢. . 7.13

o 0. 99. c@ned (D8 G, dB
S@ oo B @OR)

(Qzorrar p&Lor 51— Frife,
Q&r o mienp, ol L_annry YDUDEFFIT )

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Minister
of Labour, Employment and Housing)

I am glad that the hon. Joint
Member for Colombo South has
taken an interest in this matter. I
am also very happy that he appre-
ciates the efforts the Hon. Prime
Minister and I have made to bring
about a settlement of this strike. I
take one objection. I object to the
statement that he made that this
Government is guided or intimidated
by one Mr. Barrington. I can
assure the hon. Member that this
Government cannot be dictated to
by the management or by the union.

GTLD. GT&.

This Government is going into this
matter very carefully. I have had
several conferences. After hearing
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[es 28. 2D. emn@d]

the hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central (Mr. Keuneman) I thought
I should, in the course of my speech
in the Debate on the Throne Speech,
deal at length with the steps that
have been taken to settle this strike.

I do not want to go into the pros
and cons of this case here, but I
should like to say, in fairness to the
management of the bank, that they
have conceded to a great extent.
The union, too, was very reasonable.
To settle a strike, however, both
sides must compromise, It is only
then that a settlement is possible.
When they bring personalities into
the discussions, then compromise
becomes difficult. Unfortunately,
personalities have come into this
particular issue and it has become

more a prestige fight than a trade
union dispute.

The formula that the Hon. Prime
Minister suggested earlier was a
very reasonable one. The matter

was gone into by my officers with
the union from two o’clock in the
afternoon. There was a certain
dispute which they could not satis-
factorily explain to the union. They
came and met me. From 3 o’clock
till 9.15 p.m. I had discussions with
the management and the union. I
say that there was agreement on the
part of the management with—and
the union accepted in principle—the
proposal made by the Hon. Prime
Minister. They  wanted certain
amendments to be made and with a
lot of persuasion I extracted the
consent of the management. They
agreed after a long discussion and I
thought that there would be no
general strike after that. They said
that they will place this matter for
ratification before the executive
committee. Well, Sir, I was shocked
when I heard at 11 o’clock, after
the negotiating committee had agreed
tentatively to certain proposals,
which had been further amended by
them, that the executive committee
and the rank and file had rejected
them. It came as a shock to me.

Bewldrm 535 @eFDCE®
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Well, then, after that long dis-
cussion we had—we had several
other discussions—I suggested to the
Prime Minister at a conference that
we should appoint a commission to
go into this question of criteria in the
matter of promotion. Unfortunately.
when these appointments were made
by the National and Grindlays Bank
there was no criteria or procedure
that had been agreed to by the union
and the management. The manage-
ment felt that they had the unfetter-
ed right to promote anybody they
wanted. The question of criteria had
not been settled because there was no
fixed procedure. So, the management
had appointed these six people to get
over the difficulty, they said earlier—
I have got the records here—that
they were not interested in the six
appointments already made and that
they were not going to interfere
with them as they had already
agreed to them. Then three posts
were later created. They had no
vacancies but still they created
these posts. The bank showed
its bona fides by creating these three
posts and we therefore decided that
the bank and the union should imme-
diately negotiate to lay down the
procedure or the criteria in that
regard and that after that these
vacancies should be filled. It was a
very, very reasonable proposition if
these three people whom the union
says had been overlooked unreason-
ably. If they came within the ecri-

" teria they would automatically have
been selected. If the union says that
these three people have a legitimate
claim, and that they have been over-
looked, then they should accept the
Prime  Minister’s proposals. If
there were some criteria and pro-
cedure laid down, then at Ileast,
in the future it would have

benefited all the banks, not only
the National and Grindlays Bank—
but the entire commercial banks in
this country. At the moment there is
no criteria or procedure with regard
to promotions. It would have been a
real victory for the union if they had
accepted this proposal.—[Interrup-
tion] Three people had been over-
looked ; that was the dispute. They
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say that three people had been over-
looked and that the bank had pro-
moted three people using its own
powers, and rights.

DIND ctnBesn O,
(8. Quite . Qariisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Interfering with the salary struc-
ture.

@d 8. 92. e@n®d
(Cserray erib. eré. QpSLDLD G )
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

There is no question of salary struc-
ture. The issue here is not that. They
say six people have been overlooked.
That is the dispute

DENE cenBesn Desn.
(8. Quiey’ Qarder)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

They abolished the grade of super-
visor.

oG 99, 99. 6@n®d
(Qserres orib, er&. apsibio g )

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

That is not an issue here;at no
time was that made an issue. The
dispute really was in regard to pro-
motions and we went into the matter
fully. We wanted to give the oppor-
tunity to the union so that they could
decide on some procedure. They said
that they could not reach agreement
because there was a deadlock. The
union said that the sole criterion for
promotion should be seniority, that
seniority shall be the sole eriterion
for promotion.

Well, Sir, in fairness to any
employer that was not a reasonable
request. Thus there was a deadlock
and we had to do something. There
was the question of criterion to be
settled.

DE51D onBen O,
(8. Qui@ Qerdier)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

What is the principle in the Public
Service?

1066 @ 18
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D¢ 39
@& 98, DD. oD
(Qserre Grib. eré&. (LpsLbiogr)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I, as Minister of Labour, welcome
collective agreement. It is very
necessary so far as industrial peace is
concerned. We should encourage
such collective agreements as far as
possible if we want industrial peace
in this country. I hope the hon. Joint
Member for Colombo South (Mr.
Bernard Soysa) will agree. As
Minister, I said it is very necessary.
There was a deadlock and therefore I
suggested to the Prime Minister to
appoint a Commission to go into this
matter. For the information of this
House I should like to read the pro-
posal. It says—

“Consequent on the Ceylon Bank
Employees’ Union calling a general
strike on the 5th July 1966 as a protest
against the promotion of 6 clerical
employees of the National & Grindlay’s '
Bank to posts of Assistant Officer without
due consideration being given to the
claims of 3 of its senior members and
before agreement could be reached oe
the promotion procedure and criteria
which were to form a part of the
Collective Agreement then under
negotiation with the Commercial Banks
Association, since all attempts by the
Government at a settlement of the strike
by conciliation have been unsuccessful,
the Government considers that a fair and
just basis for a settlement of the strike
should be as follows. ”

This gives an opportunity to the
union, if it thinks that these three
people have been overlooked to place
this matter before the commissioner.
If they make out a case no reasonable
commissioner will refuse it. How
can any commissioner lay down ecri-
teria without going into the proce-
dure which has existed earlier in the
bank? Can any reasonable commis-
sioner—[Interruption].

DE5ND 0B O,
(8@. Quiey” Qsriisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Why does the bank object to this
particular dispute being investi-
gated ?—[Interruption].
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o& 98. 9D. c&®D
(Qserra erb. er&. apsibiog)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Unfortunately there is no agree-
ment. They say, “ We have gone
through all the procedure; we have
followed seniority and taken every-
thing into account.” Let us not bluff
the people any more—[Interrup-
tion].

“2. The National and Grindlays Bank
Ltd.,, to create three posts of Assistant
Officer. These three posts will not be
filled till the criteria and the procedure
for promotions are determined.

3. As the procedure for filling vacan-
cies to Assistant Officer or equivalent
rank from the clerical grades appears to
vary in the different Banks, and there
has been some misgiving as to whether
satisfactory agreement could be reached
on this matter for inclusion in the
Collective Agreement, which was under
discussion between the Commercial
Banks’ Association and the Ceylon Bank
Employees’ Union, a one-man Commission
to be appointed by His Excellency the
Governor-General to make recommenda-
tions regarding the procedure to be
followed and the principal criteria to be
taken into account by management in
exercising its discretion when making
promotions from clerical grades to
Assistant Officer or equivalent rank.”

B ¢ e dw. (Al ®w®)

(8@ bo g gy@allor—115Css51n)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)

The Government is appointing all
kinds of commissions to investigate
all sorts of things. Why cannot——

B0l En DO15NEDNE
(21 suTprLST Qairser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please!

ad 2. 99, oD
(Qserral erip, er&. APSLOLLGI)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

“4. The Commission will submit its
report within two months of its appoint-
ment.

5. The National and Grindlays Bank
Ltd.,, and the Ceylon Bank Employees’
Union will, for the purpose of the three
posts of Assistant Officer created by the
National and Grindlays Bank Ltd., being
filled, accept the recommendations of the
Commissioner, and the management will,
with effect from the date of the Commis-
sioner’s report, make these appoint-
ments. ”’

Now what more can I do ?

Bewldm OIF LeFAC®

380
=2 I

AEsND cenRen e

(Bm. Quiey, Qardisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Why are = you ' Sfroid™ * of
having the dispute investigated 7—
[Interruption].

ad 0. 99, o@D

(Qserrar erib, 6r&. (PSLOLL )

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

If you want to investigate a dispute
it should be referred to compulsory
arbitration. A board of arbitrators is
the only body that can go into these
matters. A dispute cannot be inves-
tigated by a commission when ihere
is separate machinery for this
purpose.

DE5ND cnBen .

(Bm. Quien’ Qeriisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You have even appointed commis-
sions of inquiry to investigate matters
which are matters for a court of law.
—[Interruption].

ad 20, D2, oD

(Qaserres erib. 6r&. 1pSLOLLG)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

There is different machinery
available. Let us make use of that
machinery. The union is fighting for
these three people in the National and
Grindlays Bank. They must consider
the fact that this proposal would give
benefits to all bank clerks.—[Inter-
ruption]. They will get an opportu-
nity to place the case of these six
people before the commission. No
commission is unreasonable. If they
want to prove that the management
had acted mala fide they can go
before the commission.

DE5NR cenBen D,

(8. Quirey’ Qerdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Why is the bank unwilling to have
this dispute investigated.—[Interrup-
tion].

a& 0¥ BDlewwy

(Qserrey oymss o aHIT)

(An hon. Member)

Have a voluntary arbitration.
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«ad 8. 9D, e@n@d

(Querras erid, ord. apsidiog)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)
There is no agreement.

The bank says that there was no
collective agreement between the
union and themselves.

By the way, we appointed an
authorized  officer—[Interruption].
That stage was over. In my speech
tomorrow I hope to deal with the
entire case. After listening to the
speech of the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central the other day I wish
to deal with the steps I have taken
in this matter. We are going into the
matter very carefully. This Govern-
ment will act reasonably ; it will not
take any sides.—[Interruption]. I can
assure you that I have never taken
any sides in this matter. Everything
will be done to bring this to an ami-
cable settlement.

& . 12T

B VAE ot 3N
(Qzorre i ofl Coepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Since the Hon. Minister has made
a very full statement I do not want
to say more than a few words on this
matter, and that too because I too had
something fo do with some of these
negotiations.

I must assure the hon. Member for
Colombo South that it was not a case
of being browbeaten by employers or
their management, because, there was
a similar case at Whittal Bousteads
where the authorized officer had held
with the employees. Then I got them
up and told them that they must
abide by the decision given by the
authorized officer although they
argued and showed me that the
reasoning was illogical. In this case,
because the hon. Member spoke about
voluntary arbitration, I should like
to tell him that there was an

authorized officer’s report. This
authorized officer held with the
employers. So, there was that

difficulty.

1966 4@ 18
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AENR B Ocn.

(8. Quie. QsriFr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is one stage of conciliation ;
but you can have voluntary arbitra-
tion on a semi-judicial level.

0& VRVE ot NN

(Azorras i ofl Co@yprudgs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The whole issue was whether the
management should have no right
whatsoever about promotions. I told
them that as the Head of the Govern-
ment I cannot concede that right,
because, the next thing will be that
the Government will have no right
over its own employees. Seniority is
not the sole criterion ; seniority is the
main factor, but that is not the sole
factor.

DE5MD B s,

(8. Quiey” Qrdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I have no time to explain.

A& WRE o NN

(Qserra i’ ofl Coeyprugs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I also have no time to reply. In
Government Service seniority is one
of the main factors but not the sole
factor for promotion. If I am going
to compel employers to a certain
course of action as regards their
employees I must be ready to concede
that to the employees of the govern-
ment. Does the hon. Member ask
that I should concede that right ?

DEsND ceaB .
(Bm. Quiey. Qsriisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Concede what is conceded in the
Public Service.

a& WDE o N

(Qserrer 1" of Crepruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

What is conceded in the Public
Service is the ultimate right of the

management or employer as regards
promotions.
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o @Y BDlowwy
(Qsorra oymsssair emau)
(An hon. Member)
No.

ad DRC o s

(Qaorres i afl Caeypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Of course, we are doing it daily.

D&MD e .
(8. Quie. Qeriier)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Now you are doing it.

ad, DRE ot NNGH
(Qserres 1t ofl Coepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

You did it when you were in the
Coalition Government. In every case
the senior member did not get
promotion.

DExN0D ceaBen .
(8. Quie’ Qeriiesr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No. That is not true.

Bewldm @55 PeFACE®

DE D

O VIVE ot 5NNGD
(Qsorres L ofl CFEpriuss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Surely, seniority was not the sole
factor and the only factor in promo-
tion. We are having any amount of
cases ; under many Governments we
have had cases of senior people being
overlooked and others chosen. I think
the case of the Commissioner of
Labour himself is one such instance.
So, if I enforce such a criterion on an
employer I must be ready to grant it
to Government employees.

@8 @® ¢ . 7.30 Bowsd, Bowids
DSHENSD™DS O8Bs yd»De NI SWH
Q&EaACw € MmA® G

VS OHACw CO gMWMED, ¢e E»
s =008« gD, 1966 EE 19 8»
conddg & tm 10 3» el =¢
e,

UCurg 3, u. 7.30 werflur@ellCGey = &Fun
Brwst Saiser e lessT08CGL Favue
95 Heva g s,

L FATUY., Faoll @EeTenmil B S6n
Erwonen sgé Benwuw, 1966, a2 19
Qeaieumits@ipemn wp. U. 10 wenflasens
85 HemasaliGubng.
And it being 7.30 p.M., Mr. DEPUTY

SPEAKER adjourned the House without
Question put.

384

Adjourned accordingly until |
10 aA.Mm. on Tuesday, 19th July

1966, pursuant to the Resolution .

of the House this Day.
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