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(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Labour,
Employment and Housing—on behalf of
the Minister of Nationalized Services)

The Hon. Minister wants two
weeks’ time to answer the Question.
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asked the Minister of Nationalised
Services : (a) Is he aware that the
Ceylon A Transport Board invited
applications for posts of Personal As-
sistants by a notification in the Gov-
ernment Gazette of 8th July 1966 ?
(b) What were the required qualifi-
cations for such posts ? (c¢) Has Mr.
N. S. M. Senanayake of Wandaduwa,
Balapitiya, been appointed to one of
these posts, and if so, what are his
qualifications ? (d) Is he aware that
Mr. N. S. M. Senanayake while in the
National Savings Movement was dis-
missed for misappropriation of funds
in or about 1955-1956 ? (e) Were the
above particulars of service in the
N. S. Movement disclosed in his
application ? (f) If so, how was Mr.
Senanayake appointed? (g) If not,
will he take steps to terminate the
services of this officer for concealing
the particulars of his services in the
Government ?
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(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—on behalf of
the Minister of Nationalized Services)
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(Mr. B. H. Bandara—Badulla—on
behalf of Mr. K. Y. M. Wijeratne Banda
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asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
How many clerical servants in
Government Service who had five
years continuous service were re-
commended for confirmation in 1963-
64, in accordance with the Treasury
Circular No. 361 dated 26.2.1957 ? (b)
Of those recommended how many
have been confirmed so far? (c) If
they were not confirmed will he state
the reasons ? (d) Did he inform the
officers concerned of lthe reasons that
stood against their confirmation? (c)
It not why ? (f) Will he take steps to
confirm those officers who have not
been confirmed ? (g) If notywhy?
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Secretary to the Minister of Finance)
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TEACHERS : PRINCIPAL’S POST AND
SPECIAL POST SALARIES
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(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. P. G. B.
Keuneman—Third Colombo Central)
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asked the Minister of Education and

Cultural Affairs: (a) How many
teachers were given appointments.in

3?7 (b) How many of each category
of these teachers have been confirmed
in their new appointments and have
satisfied other requirements to draw
the salary attached to their new
scale? (c) How many teachers in
each category have been given salary
conversions and in fact draw the
salary attached to their new scale ?
(d) What steps will he take to see
that the salaries of all teachers re-
ferred to in (b) above are converted
so that they draw the salary attached
to their new scale, and when will this
be done ? (e) If not, why ?
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunications—
on behalf of the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs)
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—on behalf of
the Minister of Home Affairs)
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Question ordered to stand“down.
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LAND FOR K/WILANA SCHOOL, AKURANA
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf

of Mr. Hemachandra Sirisena—First
Akurana)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Will he state
the following particulars regarding
the acquisition of land for the cons-
truction of K/Wilana School build-
ings in the constituency of Akurana :
(i) when was the approval of the de-
partment given at first for the acqui-
sition of land in respect of the said
school ; (i) what are the names of
the lands which received the atten-
tion of the department in this con-
nection ; (iii) the name of the land
which is proposed for this purpose at
present ? (b) Why is the acquisition
of the proposed land by the Govern-
ment further delayed ? (¢) Is he
aware that the girls and boys of this
school have to face great hardship due
to inadequacy of space in the build-
ing in which the school is conducted
now and its dilapidated condition
too? (d) Will he after ascertaining
how far action has been taken for the
acquisition of the above lands, in-
struct the department to expedite
this matter ?
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—on behalf of
the Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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PADDY FIELDS BORDERING POHURU OYA,
DOMPE
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. F, R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Is he aware
that for the last three years the culti-
vation of paddy fields bordering the
Pohuru Oya in the Dompe electorate
has failed notwithstanding the ani-
cut of Malvana ? (b) Is he aware that
the cultivators who have thus lost
their labour and investment are
liable to pay acreage levies as well
as irrigation rates ? (c¢) Will he take
immediate steps to provide the neces-
sary irrigation and drainage facilities
to these cultivators ?
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(Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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APPOINTMENT OF REV. GALAGAMA AGGA-
DHAMMA THERO OF BALANGODA
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mrs. M. E. Ratwatte—Balangoda)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that Rev. Galagama Aggadhamma
Thero of Galagama in the Balangoda
electorate was given an appointment
by the Education Department on 15th
October 1966, during the Balangoda
by-election ? (b) Was this done as
an inducement for him to support the
U. N. P. in Balangoda ? (¢) Why was
he only given an appointment when
there are many others with the same
qualifications ? (d) Will he inquire
into this and see that others with the
same qualifications are also given
appointments ?
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(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—Minis-
ter of Education and Cultural Affairs)
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MR. G. ABEYDEERA, C. W. E. FOOD DEPOT,
MATARA
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—on behalf
of Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—NMatara)
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asked the Minister of State: (a) Is
he aware that Mr. G. Abeydeera, the
cashier of the Matara C. W. E. Food
Depot has been functioning as the act-
ing manager of this depot from 1964
to date? (b)Is he aware that it is
unfair to employ him in the post of
manager on the salary he draws as
cashier ? (¢) Will he take action to
appoint Mr. Abeydeera as permanetit
manager ? (d) If not, why ?

Bawnidm @535 @eBDCH®

1584
S8 BEDG

o0& B 8. @8 9edian (DS
o Q6 @B s DGR @OB
c232Q)

(Qoorrai 1. (§- Byi. Gl SOT—DS5
Qarifle, s pQape LG & T—@)TT
OITEE OHLLEEIT FITLITS)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—

Minister of Industries and Fisheries—on
behalf of the Minister of State)

() Yes. (b) No. It is sometimes
necessary due to exigencies of service
for cashiers to be in charge of certain
stores. (¢) It is not possible to make
ad hoc appointments of store mana-
gers. Mr. Abeydeera will be given
work of cashier at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity. (d) Does not arise.
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MESSRS. T. F. JAYAWARDENE AND C. A.

DHARMAPALA : ATTENDANCE AT SECURITY

COUNCIL MEETINGS
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—on behalf
of Mr. Keuneman)
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€. a. grourew @Curr 1966 opb . syewr
we wraariny, Qaefldflaisrr geinsHer
UTBISTLILE Ferlis Sl L BS6T eTeun s p
sroug Fapswalssearrr? () yGwalle,
& PS5 L0ai) & @HIOT L YfouiT BT QU TEUM DS &
o W ? il ST F1 FAPELD YeSAwLILIL L
Coer? (@) urgsriys senler &L m
SEHé@ 2GEHCUrals LuppPpPaTEeT Fps

weflliLI g aipentoulr 2

asked the Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Defence & External Affairs
and Minister of Planning & Eco-
nomic Affairs and Minister of Infor-
mation & Broadecasting: (a) Did
Messrs. T. F. Jayawardene and C. A.

Dharmapala attend any meeting of
the Security Council of the Ministry

of Defence and External Affairs in
1966 ? (b) If so, who invited them to
be present and why was their pre-
sence necessary ? (c¢) Is it usual for

non-official persons to attend meet-
ings of the Security Council ?

o VG e’nnem  (Feninx,
@wéFen m Sodw DOwm SEIE
$ 0B, DO uded W I WOWEY)
8EAc OB e B an @Y 8¢6

§93)
(Qzserres Lt ofl Creypruss—I9rgw
SDLDFSFHLD, LT FSTLL Qeverlelleusmr

S EFTHD B QEDLDLILY Quirmerr
ST Hausrr YDEFML  FIaR, el
LTy _g{ﬁmma'raf@f_b)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & Ex-
ternal Affairs, Minister of Planning &
Economic Affairs and Minister of Infor-
mation & Broadcasting)

(a) It is not in the public interest
to disclose any matter in connection
with the Security Council. (b) Does
not arise. (¢) Does not arise;
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DEVELOPMENT FINANCE CORPORATION OF
CEYLON (AMENDMENT) BILL

BEsé  &mLBSSmues

“to amend the Development Finance
Corporation of Ceylon Act.”
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Presented by the Hon. U. B. Wanni-
nayake, Minister of Finance : to be read
a Second time upon Tuesday, 7th March
1967, and to be printed.
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CONSTRUCTION OF A ROADWAY FROM
BALANGODA TO PALLEBEDDE

g o» 2.14
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(Mr. H. Kularathe—Rakwana)
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(Mr. M. E. H. Mohamed Ali—First
Mutur)

& DNENGEDNOB, ST ol
3B (e ® Ow.) 8sF

oT&. @p&lbog  gell—

988und Wém G VP ewidznd &

@on ©sY erysennsy wSS WEHD.

& e wmEgA Dém CF.
e o108 HuwihuiCuUDDE.

Question proposed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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CONSTRUCTION OF A BRIDGE ON KAN-
TALAI-SERUWILA ROAD

252N Do

(FLNT BIriISi  Qauiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

In regard to Motion No. 2, I note
that the hon. Appointed Member
Dr. A. Ratnapala has sent a letter to
the hon. First Member for Mutur
(Mr. Mohamed Ali) requesting him
to move the Motion. I allow him to
move the Motion.

g tn. 2.25

e@»0R g€ Y.

(2@ apasbwg 9)oi)

(Mr. Mohamed Ali)

Mzr. Speaker, The hon. Appointed
Member Dr. A. Ratnapala earlier
wanted me to second this Motion
because the subject matter of the
Motion comes within my electorate.
Now, fortunately, he has authorized
me to move the Motion.

I move,

“That this House is of opinion that the
Kantalai-Seruwila Road (30 miles)
should be taken over by the P. W. D. as
early as possible and a bridge constructed
at the only Ferry on this road as was
instructed several years ago by the Right
Hon. D. S. Senanayake.”

The late Rt. Hon. D. S. Sena-
nayake ordered the construction of a
bridge over the Mahaweli-ganga and
action was accordingly taken by the
Irrigation Department. @ However,
work had to be abandoned after the
major flood. No action was taken

thereafter.

Bewldm @535 LedVEw
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There is now a ferry service over
the river. Often there is a break-
down in the service. That is because
the outboard engine that is fitted to
the ferry boat goes out of order. Then
communications become difficult.

The Irrigation Department has
bitumenized about 75 per cent. of the
road and it is motorable. The D. C. C.
at Trincomalee decided recently to
hand over the road to the P. W. D.
The Irrigation Department has esti-
mated that the construction of the
road would cost Rs. 750,000. Up to
the end of 30.9.65 they had spent
Rs. 223,600. Rs. 500,000 was voted for
the financial year 1965-66.

The bridge is an urgent need as it
links two major colonization schemes
in the Trincomalee District, namely,
Allai and Kantalai. If the bridge is
constructed it will also serve the
large number of pilgrims who go
annually to the historic vihare at
Seruwawila, which falls within my
electorate.

I strongly urge on the Government
to consider the construction of this
bridge in the interests of the deve-
lopment of the Trincomalee District.

WDCS » O,

(E® @orsen)

(Mr. Kularatne)

S8 88 mém» L
wBor s &S mi.

seconded.

s Hu BB D GE
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Question proposed.
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(Mr. A. Latiff Sinnalebbe—Second
Batticaloa)

Whilst supporting this Motion, I
would like to mention that this is a
project that was sanctioned by the
late Hon. D. S. Senanayake. This
only shows that even though it had
been sanctioned then, the Public
Works Department had not put its
shoulders together to see that this
was implemented. It may have
been that the previous regime had
overlooked it purposely or other-
wise ; we do not know. But I think
it is the duty of the Government to
see that the road is taken over and
a bridge constructed at the only
ferry on this road.

(@8

Whilst on this subject, I would
also like to refer to a particular
ferry in my electorate.

DS B5NEDD

(&L prsr Ul &oT )

(Mr. Speaker)

I am very sorry I cannot allow you
to do that. It falls outside the
Motion.
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(Mr. Latiff Sinnalebbe)

However, I would like to impress
upon the House that wherever ferry
services are being operated and
should there be a possibility, we
should build causeways or bridges
in view of the Government’s
programme of food production.

It is very mnecessary that the
Kantalai-Seruwila Road should be
taken over by the P.W.D. and a
bridge built if necessary. Not only
in this case but also wherever there
are ferries, the Hon. Minister must
see that transport facilities are made
easy by providing bridges or
culverts. Thank you.

g. o 231

S&bwenE cOsy & e
(8p dleguitire Qroarig o)
(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis)

This is also a very important
Motion moved by the hon. Member
for Mutur on behalf of the
Appointed Member (Dr. A. Ratna-
pala). According to reports we
have received from the P.W.D., this
road is only 285 miles long and
this also has been marked into
sections. One section has already
been done up by the Irrigation
Department. The bridge is about
300 feet in length. So it is going to
be a big job for the P.W.D. Anyhow
1‘:he department considers it a very
1r¥1portant road, especially for the
pilgrims who make use of it to cut
across the Mahaveli-ganga. We hope
to take up this road and the bridge-
work to be done in stages. T full
agree with the Mover that it is aﬁ
important road and the department
will make an immediate start on it.

g D 0um %Y, wetmudon 8.
ey eBEsUp YRS fo o W

Question put, and agreed to,
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(8@l apstbiog 2f)
(Mr. Mohamed Ali)

I move,

“That this House is of opinion that in
view of the lack of transport facilities
and the consequent hardship imposed
upon the publie, a Circuit Court should
be established in Mutur.”

This agitation has been going on
for a very long period. If I am
correct, from the time I got elected
to Parliament in 1952, I have been
agitating for a circuit court for
Mutur, and Ministers of Justice
under successive regimes promised
to look into the matter, but nothing
has happened so far. Today people
from Koddiyar Pattu, where Mutur
is the capital, are compelled to go to
the court in Trincomalee for their
work. There are a number of
villagass in Koddiyar Pattu where the
population is about 40,000. Peobvle
from Mutur, Thoppur, Allai, Killi-
veddy, Somapura, Dehiwala, Sampur
and Kattaiparichan have to go to
Trincomalee, undergoing great hard-
ship, to attend to their court work.
They have to cross several ferries to
go to Trincomalee and they have to
leave their homes one or two days
earlier. When the sea is rough they
find it very difficult to go by launch,
and when they fail to attend court
due to that, they have warrants
issued against them by the respective
magistrates.

I would like to bring to the notice
of the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
that nice buildings are available to
conduct a circuit court, and mv re-
quest is that the Magistrate of Trin-
comalee be asked to visit Mutur once
a fortnight to help these poor people.
If only the Hon. Minister of Justice
would anprove the Magistrate of
Trincomalee travelline down to
Mutur, I am sure he will be only too

OI5 PeFRCW
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YED wodndd e
glad to visit Mutur and thereby help
these poor people. I commend this
Motion to the House.

0. ey We Y Do,
(B erib. GgerersCarar)

(Mr. M. Tennakoon)

2B B & & mit.
seconded.
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Question proposed.
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(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar—Parlia-

mentary Secretary tfo the Minister of
Justice)

I must congratulate the hon. First
Member for Mutur for his youthful
exuberance and also for his perse-
verance in bringing this Motion up.
I see in the file that he had mooted
this idea of a circuit court as early
as 1954, and not 1952. It has a long
history, and I would like to read the
original letter that he wrote regard-
ing this matter, so that it can go down
on record as one of his achievements
for his electorate. This is the letter
he wrote on the 22nd of February
1954 to the Minister of Justice :

“I wish to submit the following for
yottgr careful consideration and necessary
action.

Koddiyar Pattu in the Mutur Electo-
rate consists of several villages scattered
far and wide. Very often the residents
are faced with court matters for which
they have to cross about four ferries and
undergo much hardship to reach the court
at Trincomalee.

They will have to leave a day »nr two
earlier to be in time for their cases at
Trincomalee Courts. Residents from
Ichalampattai, Kiliveddi, Verugal, Toppu
and many other distant villages are put
into great inconvenience by their having
to go to Trincomalee.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1697
@@55’3 T faten) @a::ﬁ;s

On their behalf I appeal to you to have
a circuit court in a central place, where
Village 'Tribunal court buildings are

available at Koddiyar Pattu once a
month at least. )

A deputation may also meet you during

your proposed visit to Trincomalee in the
near future,”

Arising from this letter, the Minis-
try of Justice took action, parti-
cularly after the resolution of the
D. C. C. and also on reports from
the I. G. P. and from the district
judge. They were convinced that
there was justification for the estab-
lishment of a circuit court at Mutur.
The District Judge of Trincomalee,
for example, had, as early as 1957,
recommended it, and so had the
D. C. C. The Chairman of the Town
Council also had urged the Ministry
of Justice to establish a circuit court
at Mutur ; and since Mutur has been
raised to a town council, the justi-
fication for a court is even greater
now, and we had this investigated by
the magistrate. The judicial officer at
Trincomalee also very strongly
recommended the establishment of a
circuit court, which would sit at least
once a month, at Mutur.

We will also have to find out what
accommodation 1is available close
to Mutur so that the magistrate
could stay overnight if necessary.

Then there is the question of a
suitable building. It was suggested
that the rural court building is a
suitable one. I do not know how far
this is correct today.

e&ned ¢ Own.

(2@u psibwg o)

(Mr. Mohamed Ali)

A new building is available now.

DNEsN 0828 O,
(@ pude) whssrr)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)

So, there is no question of looking
for a new building.

Of course, there is the other
problem which tha Ministry has to
face. Apart from the hardships suf-
fered by lthe people, there will also
‘be the hardships caused to. the staff
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in travelling from Trincomalee to
Mutur. There seems to be a view
that inconvenience caused to the
staff is also a matter that should be
taken into consideration before Ithe
establishment of this court. I think

one has to look at this
matter not from the point
of view of inconvenience

caused to the staff but rather from the
point of view of the people concerned.
I think the hon. Membear for Mutur,
in moving the Motion, said that this

court would serve a population of
40,000.

I agree with him about the great
danger in crossing the ferry, where
a number of accidents have taken
place at some time or other.

The I. G. P. has recommended the
establishment of this court. I can
Aassure the hon. Member that we are
very seriously considering this pro-
posal. I cannot, at this moment, give
a categorical answer whether the
court would be established soon. We
shall endeavour to do so in view of

the very urgent and strong case he
has made out for the establishmant of

a court at Mutur, which would silt at
least once a month.

g’ me SPum CEsY, wwtmuddm B,
sl@ elGssUULE @phmsPsrereriucL g.

Question put, and agreed to.
g SricemnOnmed g O

epgi g Coige Gzr@ Gl ayerer ensell i
Vi i @O 16T
ABANDONED TANKS IN THE MUTUR
ELECTORATE

o200 &€ O,
(gg@f_} @oaﬂbmgy c;g/sé?}
(Mr. Mohamed Ali)
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“That this House is of opinion that
the Government should consider the
desirability of repairing and restoring
all abandoned +tanks in the Mutur
Electorate. ”
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House counted, and ¢ Quorum not being
present, the Division Bells were ordered
to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present—
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cBRfd By »eERed .
(3@ @B ferarbetienes)
(Mr. Latiff Sinnalebbe)

1 second this Motion.

I would like to say that it is very
important and imperative that all
minor irrigation tanks in this country
should be repaired and pui to maxi-
mum use. The country today, as we
are all aware, is faced with a food
crisis and with the programme of
work that has been envisaged it is
very essential that in order to in-
crease paddy production and also sub-
sidiary foodstuffs such minor village
tanks should be repaired irrespective
of whether it is in Mutur electorate
or in any other electorate. Right
round the country these abandoned
tanks were put to use during the
time of our Sinhalese kings. I am
reminded of the saying of Para-
krama Bahu: “Let not a drop of
water be sent to the sea without it
being put to good use.” We have
not learnt a lesson from our fore-
fathers.

We are today here trying to face
a situation which we ourselves have
brought upon us. If the previous Gov-
ernments and the previous legislat-
ors had had the foresight they should
have seen to these minor irrigation
tanks at the village level.  Today
there is a misunderstanding between
the Irrigation Department and the
Department of Agrarian Services. The
work of repairing these minor irriga-
tion tanks comes under the immediate
supervision and care of the Agrarian
Services Department, and they are
allowed to repair them and to sanction
expenditure up to a sum of Rs. 15,000.
But when such tanks are to be repair-
ed. the Irrigation Department offi-
cials intervene and do not allow or
permit the Department of Agrarian

Bewfdm 538 ©eVCE®

1604

Emd8 &g a®

Services to carry on the repair of any
particular tank. I must say that this
is because of professional jealousy.
The Irrigation Department officials
feel that they are the engineers who
are right, who know the job and who
should have been assigned to repair
these minor irrigation tanks.

I think I will be correct if I say

that most of us in this House are
aware what the Irrigation Depart-
ment is. We know that it takes over
two years for them to investigate,
then it takes another two years for
them to estimate, and then subse-
quently it takes over another three
years for the job of work to come on
to the priority list. We know it. This
is the general routine.
This is what we must fight against.
The Hon. Minister has authorized the
Department of Agrarian Services to
undertake the repair and restoration
of minor irrigation tanks, but the De-
partment of Irrigation bars the
restoration of such tanks.

I am sorry I do not see here the
Hon. Minister or the Junior Minister
when such an important Motion is
being discussed. I must, however,
tell them that this interference should
be done away with and the Depart-
ment of Agrarian Services through
the Assistant Commissioners in the
respective districts should be given a
free hand. No one should be per-
mitted to interfere with the work of
the Agrarian Services Department in
this matter. I must urge upon the
Hon. Minister to see that the Depart-
ment of Agrarian Services is allowed
to repair and restore minor irrigation
tanks forthwith without interference.

ol s BB Wwém G
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Question proposed.
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis)

On behalf of the Hnn. Minister of"
Land, Irrigation and Power. I wish
toureply on the Motion before the-
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House. The hon. Parliamentary Sec-

retary, too, is rather busy today with

the recruitment to the land army.

In regard to the Motion itself which
was moved by the hon. Member for
Mutur electorate is said to be 166. Of
of the Government is to restore all
abandoned tanks which are found to
be economically feasible in accord-
ance with the priorities fixed by the
respective district agricultural com-
mittees.

Many changes have been effected
recently to enable the Irrigation De-
partment to take up the restoration
of abandoned tanks speedily.

The total number of tanks in the
Mutur electorate is said to be 166. Of
these, 66 have already been restored
and a further 11 are under investi-
gation. The remainder will be taken
up for investigation as early as pos-
sible.

S e TRum clzY, swmulodn .
d@ el@sastuB erm msGlerereriul g.

Question put, and agreed to.
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HousiNG SCHEME FOR THE HARBOUR
ViLrages, KiNNIvA AND MUTUR

. &%, 3.7

o@D &€ dwn.
(@1 apaibing 26fl)
(Mr. Mohamed Ali)

I move,

“That this House is of opinion that a
housing scheme should be inaugurated
for the fishing folk at the Harbour Vil-
lages, Kinniya and Mutur.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A MusLiMm
CurturAL UNIVERSITY
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(Mr. Mohamed Ali)
I move,

“That this House is of opinion that with
a view to fostering Muslimy'Cc¢uiture’and

1967 @& 6
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education, the Government should take

immediate steps to establish a Muslim
Cultural University.”

The Motion I have moved today is
self-explanatory. We in Sri Lanka
today are of many communities,
castes, creeds and religions. It seems
to me that any cohesion can arise and
national harmony can ensue only in
a spirit of concession by the majority
community to the minorities, and a
refusal by the minorities to hold the
majority to ransom ; more still by a
spirit of give and take among the
minorities themselves. It is in this
spirit that I appeal to hon. Members
of the House to approve, without dis-
sent, the principle of a Muslim Cul-
tural University.

In December 1958, the Vidyodaya
and Vidyalankara Universities were
created by Act No. 45 of 1958 for the
promotion of the Sinhala language
and Buddhist culture. On the 30th
of October 1959, I addressed a letter
to the then Prime Minister, the Hon.
Dr. W. Dahanayake, who also held
the portfolio of Education at that
time, and urged the establishment of
a Muslim University. The Hon. Dr.
Dahanayake wrote to me and assured
me of sympathetic consideration of
my request. The Throne Speech of
1961 promised two cultural universi-
ties, one to foster the Tamil langu-
age and Hindu culture and the other
to foster the Arabic language and
Muslic culture. These requests and
promises were not isolated instances.
There has been persistent agitation
by the Muslims of Ceylon for a
Muslim University.

I do not propose dilating on the
location of a Muslim Cultural Uni-
versity, the curriculum thereof, or
other educational or administrative
matters pertaining thereto. These,
obviously, are matters for wider dis-
cussion and consultation. I appeal
to you therefore for undivided sup-
port of the principle of the establish-

mtent of a Muslim Cultural Univer-
sity.

I commend this Motion to the
House:
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I second the Motion.
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Question proposed.
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(Mr. M. M. Mustapha—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Social Ser-
vices)

Mr. Speaker, I am very happy in-
deed that the hon. First Member for
Mutur (Mr. Mohamed Ali) intro-
duced this Motion at a timewhen the

Hon. Minister of Education is con-
templating far-reaching changes In
the educational set-up in this country.
In faect, it is only recently that we
debated the legislation that the Hon.
Minister introduced in the House in
regard to university education in this
country.

Facilities for higher education are
inadequate in this country. While in
England there are no less than forty-
six universities, in Ceylon we have
only three, and it is time that we
thought of establishing a few more
universities. The only question that
has to be decided is on what basis
these universities are to be estab-
lished.

The views expressed by the hon.
Member for Divulapitiya (Mr. Laksh-
man Jayakody) were very refreshing
indeed, and 1 have no doubt that he
was expressing the policy of the
party to which he belongs. Listening
to his speech, for a moment I felt
sorry that the S. L. F. P. was not
spared a few months to enable the
Government of that party to imple-
ment its policy in regard to the estab-
lishment of additional universities, in-
cluding a Muslim university which
they thought of establishing in their
time.

I support this Motion whole-
heartedly. It focuses the attention of
the Government on the necessity for
the establishment of a university for
the Muslims of Ceylon. I was rather
confused listening to the speech of
the hon. Member for Kilinochchi
(Mr. Ratnam).

cen sy HEACE .

(5w QLT G T LhLIGOLD )

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Were you confused or were you

amused ?
@aﬂ“’sz?:a &ican.
(@01 apevsur)
(Mr. Mustapha)

He started by saying that he sup-
ported the Motion for the establish-
ment of a Muslim university, but he
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went on to express views which were

diametrically opposed to the asser-

tion that he supported the Motion.

I have no quarrel with the proposal
or the anxiety of the Tamils to start
a Hindu university on a cultural
basis.

We, the Muslims of Ceylon, as you
know, are not confined to any parti-
cular province. If I as a Muslim say
that we want a university for the
Muslims of the Eastern Province I
would be talking nonsense, because
more than half the Muslim popula-
tion lives in the other provinces. In
fact, the Federal Party is quite fami-
liar with the maxim, unity in diver-
sity. Our anxiety or ideal to live as
a united nation does not mean that
we should obliterate our traditional
cultural distinctions. In fact, all over
the world the tendency is to build up
the cultural distinctions of the
different groups that form a nation.
It is on account of the appreciation
of that fact that we have in Ceylon
today Sinhala schools, Tamil schools
and Muslim schools. We have also
Sinhala training colleges for the
training of Sinhala teachers ; we have
Tamil training colleges for the train-
ing of Tamil teachers; and we have
Muslim training colleges for the
training of Muslim teachers. In fact,
previous Ministers of Education saw
the necessity for the establishment
of Muslim training colleges because
they realized that though, by and
large, the Muslims speak the Tamil
language, they have an altogether
separate culture.

In fact, when you talk of a Hindu,
you think in terms of a Hindu temple,
and when you talk of a Muslim, you
think in terms of a mosque. You
cannot equate the one with the other.
They are two separate matters. Can
you say that what happens in the
temple is what happens in the
mosque ? Certainly not.

So that while I have both inside
this House and outside always main-
tained the position that we are a

Bewldm @8IF LedDCEw
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Tamil-speaking race—there is no
going behind that fact—I have also
maintained that the Muslims,
whether they live in the Eastern Pro-
vince or in any other province,
follow a certain culture—the Islamic
culture. There is no such thing as
Muslim culture. Muslims live not
only in Ceylon, not only in Pakistan,
but all over the world, but wherever
they live they follow one culture, and
that is Islamic culture.

I had the good fortune of going to
Russia in 1957. In fact, the popular
belief is that in Communist countries
they do not lay much emphasis on
religion, that religion is poison to
Communism, but in Leningrad I
found the most wonderful mosques
that I have ever seen in my life. I
think the hon. member for Muttur
was also with us. When we went there
what they presented to us was the
Holy Quran. It was in English, be-
cause they thought that we were Eng-
lish-speaking people. When we came
back we presented it to one of
ouUr  mosques. We were our
selves rather inquisitive to find out
whether what we hear is all true, and
as a matter of fact, some of ithe
Muslim Members, the hon. Member
for Colombo Central (Mr. Falil Abdul
Caffoor), the hon. Member for Mutur
(Mr. Mohamed Ali), the ex-Member
for Batticaloa (Mr. Macan Markar)
and I made it a point to go to one of
the mosques in Leningrad on a Friday.
In fact the crowd that assembled for
Jumma Prayers was as large as the
crowd ithat assembled in any one of
the mosques in a Muslim country. So
all this shows that wherever Muslims
live they follow one culture—the
Islamic culture.

The hon. Member for Kilinochchi
(Mr. Ratnam) said he would
prefer the establishment of a Tamil
university for the Northern and Eas-
tern Provinces. We cannot ignore
either the Muslims or ithe Tamils
living in other provinces in this
country. I am not saying that this
university should be established in
the Eastern Province just because I
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come from the Eastern Province. I
am not at all worried about the
venue. But let us have a university
from which all Muslims of this
country can benefit, which they can
treat as an institution where they can
develop their culture.

As I said earlier, there is a need for
the establishment of, more univer-
sities. There is the need for the estab-
lishment of more universities for the
Buddhists. There is the need for the
establishment of more universities for
the Hindus. There is the need for the
establishment of one or two univer-
sities for the Muslims. So when I ask
for a university to enable the Muslims
to pursue their education, to develop
their cultural identity, I do not at all
mean that we are going to oppose the
establishment of some other univer-
sity or that we are opposed to cerifain
of the other policies followed by other
parties. It is only because I honestly
feel that the. establishmeant of a uni-
versity of this kind would greatly
help the pursuit of higher educaltion
by the Muslims that I demand of the
National Government to accede to the
request of our whole community for
a university of our own.

I once again appeal to the Hon. Min-
ister to view this problem as a
national problem. Afiter all, we are
talking of unity. The only way unity
can be achieved is by acceding to the
reasonable demands of the wvarious
communities in the country. Ceylon
is not composed of a homogeneous
population ; we are heterogeneous in
nature. Therefore, it is by conceding
the just demands of the various com-
munities that we can strengthen the
unity that has been forged.
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(FUTprUET SjeurSer)

(Mr. Speaker)

The Sitting is suspended till
430 p.m.  On resumption the hon.
Deputy Speaker will take the Chair.
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Sitting accordingly suspended  till
4.30 p.m. and then resumed, MR. DEPUTY

SrEAKER [MR. C. S. SHIRLEY COREA], in the
Chair.
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(e@r pll@) wissrr)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

I should have thought that on a
Motion of this kind there would have
been such a clarity of view and
unanimity that it would not
have been necessary for any of
us to speak at length in support of
this Motion. But, after the very
short and rather lucid reply of he
Minister of Education, I think it is
very necessary for some of us to ap-
prise him of the true substance and
the true meaning of this Motion the

hon. First Member for Mutur has
very rightly placed before the
House.
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We as Muslim Members of this
House very strongly support this
Motion because it is one of those
many things which the previous
Government had promised us in one
of their Throne Speeches. The subs-
tance of the Motion as put down on
the Order Paper is this :

“That this House is of opinion that
with a view to fostering Muslim cuiture
and education, the Government should

take immediate steps to establish a Mus-
lim Cultural University.”

I am afraid the Hon. Minister was
a little confused in his own mind
when he said that he could not really
understand this proposition, because
his contention was that any univer-
sity must be cultural also in its opera-
tion and in its contribution to the
development of the students’ persona-
lity. That is true. Any university
must be so, but there is a special em-
phasis on the word “ cultural ” here.
We do not want to go into the whole
range of the idea of a university. I
think most of us have been to several
universities ; it is nothing foreign
to us. A wuniversity is a place
where you get several mental disci-
plines, where the students pursue
courses of study in many subjects—
philosophy, literature, law, science—
and the various other mental disci-
plines which go to make up what is
known, in a broad sense, as educa-
tion. Therefore, we are not concern-
ed with the larger idea of a university
in this Motion.

What we are concerned with is the
establishment of a cultural university
to promote Muslim culture and Mus-
lim education. We do not want to
go into the question of what is meant
by culture. It is a word which has
varied meanings, but I think that in
the context in which it is used here
it is a very clear expression. By a
cultural university what we mean is
a place where the educational estab-
lishment must contribute to the de-

velopment of the cultural aspect of -

a particular community or a particu-
lar group.

The culture of the Muslims is
mainly religious in character, not in
the narrow sense of the word but.in

3——oD 2244 (67/3)
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the broader sense of the word. Mus-
lims have their own religion, their
own ideas of worship, their own code
of ethics. their own law. which is a
very highly developed system of law,
theiwr own philcsophy, their own arts
and crafts, their own music. In fact,
the whole totality of human develop-
ment is embraced in the words “ cal-
ture of the Muslims.” “Culture” is
strictly not a religious word. When
we speak of the culture of the Mus-
lims, although it is animated and to
a large degree influenced by religion,
it has a wider meaning as opposed
to the narrow sense like that of going
to the mosque, prayers, fasting, or
performing pilgrimage.

The Motion here, therefore, speaks
of the establishment of a university,
—ecall it whatever you may like. We
use the word “ university” for want
of a better term. It is a term gene-
rally understood by a large number
of people to mean a place where one
can study a number of subjects and
where students from wvarious parts
of the country can seek the inspira-
tion of their cultural content through
various disciplines.

When I speak of a cultural univer-
sity, I have in mind a place like San-
tiniketan. I think most of us know
that the great poet, Rabindranath
Tagore, established a great cultural
university in Bolpur. I am saying this
subject to correction. This is a centre
of learning where, mainly, cultural
knowledge is imported to students in
various fields—dancing, musiec, arts,
crafts, languages. Even the Chinese
language is taught there. I had the
good fortune to visit this university
in 1954. One can see that the ideg
behind a cultural university is to pro-
mote the various studies, the various
enterprises, which if not encouraged
would be lost to the world.

I think a cultural university is a
very necessary institution of learning
in the world of education. Today it
has become more materialistic and
more scientific. I do not want to
enter into a controversy over that. I
thinkoamost educationists will agree
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that the establishment of a cultural

university for a community in a

nation is fundamental and very neces-

sary for its progress. Therefore, this

Motion emphasizes the provision of a

cultural university for the Muslims of

Ceylon.

I do not have to remind hon. Mem-
bers of this House that the Muslims
of this country are part and parcel of
the historic traditions of this country.
They have been living here for
centuries, not as aliens but as part
and parcel of the people of this coun-
try, and they have contributed their
own share not only to the material
progress of this country but also to
its cultural pattern. Therefore, it is
very right and proper that the
Government, which has at heart the
interests of particular sections of the
community, such as the Muslim com-
munity, should provide the where-
withal to establish such an institution
through which their particular cul-
tural content and their broad way of
life can be promoted.

The last Government very defi-
nitely and categorically referred to
this in its Throne Speech. I think this
matter was discussed on the Floor of
this House and there was a unanimity
of view. Therefore, no one can dispute
the fact that a cultural university for
various ethnic groups and wvaricus
minority communities should be
provided for, not with a view to
creating any kind of differences or
discriminations as far as communities
go, but in order that they should
develop their own culture and their
own languages—there are a number
of them—so that this country will be
revitalized and enriched by the
separate culture such an educational
set-up can promote.

As far as Muslim culture is con-
cerned, there are, of course univer-
sities or educational establishments
which are purely devoted to the study
of theology. One fine example of that
kind of university is the Al-Azhar
University in Cairo which is supposed
to be the oldest university in the

BewiEn VBT VeHFAGE®H
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world. There theology is taught.
They have a method of their own.
They do not have any kind cf restric-
tion as to age qualifications. Anybody
can go and study as long as he
pleases. When I say theology I mean
Islam religion, culture, philosophy,
mysticism, and logic. Those are the
main subjects taught. The U. A. R.
also realized that a university like the
Al-Azhar University was not suffi-
cient to meet the needs of a new
nation like the U. A. R., and they
established a number of new univer-
sities like the Farook University and
the one at Alexandria. And even
today the Al-Azhar University has
been modernized to such an extent as
to enable them to teach subjects like
economics and probably the sciences.

So, when one speaks of culture one
cannot really keep in a watertight
compartment. Of course, we cannot
aim very high because our resources
are limited and therefore our objec-
tives also must be limited. In that
sense, a cultural university for the
Muslims of this country is very
necessary for the development of
their own way of life, for their
learning, and for the inculecation of
the ideas and values which are so
dear to the Muslims.

We have in the University of
Ceylon a faculty called the Arabic
Faculty. Arabic is taught as a subject
in the University of Ceylon.

e Y »PAEC® .
( [@@ Clim ereribLIcVLD )
(Mr. Ponnambalam)
It is not a faculty.

DR5N O3 FmE Scsn.

(@l sl whseri)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

It is a subject, of course; it is a
faculty in the sense that there is a
Professor or a Lecturer in Arabic.
Dr. S. A. Imam, and they also teach
Islamic history, philosophy. and so
on. Any student who goes to the
university and who is qualified in
Arabic can offer that as a subject for
the degree.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1633
Yf G® wotd mafim 84D BemGww EHYS®

The Peradeniya University has
turned out rather a limited number of
graduates in Arabic who are now
either teaching or doing research
elsewhere. Our complaint, of course,
is that there are not enough places
for Muslims in the Peradeniya
University to study Arabic, for the
simple reason that places are limited.
It can only take in a certain number
of students for the study of Arabic
and Islam. That is why I think a
separate cultural university like this
will enable a larger number of
Muslim students, who reach a certain
level of education either in the
H. S. C. or even after graduation,
to obtain a degree in those subjects
which they think are of great value
to them, not from the point of view
of earning a livelihood but, I suppose,
from the point of view of the develop-
ment of their own personality,
Of course it will always be a goo
thing if the university can cater to
a large number of Muslim students,
but I am always in favour of the
various communities mixing up and
pursuing their studies in an atmos-
phere which wll promote real com-
munal harmony and communal
peace.

There is always the great danger
of segregation, of isolation, of identi-

fying ourselves as distinet and
separate, by having distinct and
separate institutions. In Kuala
Lumpur, Malaya, for instance,

Chinese students study Arabic and
Islam, and they do it because it has
great cultural value. Take Oxford
and Cambridge, or for a matter of
that London, where you have the
School of Oriental Studies to which
large numbers of students are
attracted not only from the British
Commonwealth but also from other
countries in order that they could
study the various languages which
are taught there, including even
African languages—they are taught
Islam, Hinduism, and other similar
subjects—so that when they go back
to their countries they might either
start teaching those subjects or take
part in the political and educational
life of their country.

1967 @8z 6
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So, when one comes to think of a
cultural university one must not
think of it in terms of a nationality.
If you establish a Muslim cultural
university, it does not necessarily
follow that only Muslims will go
there. I am sure a large number of
Sinhalese and Tamils would like to
study our religion, our culture, our
philosophy and our law, in the same
way as there are a large number of
Muslim students who are studying in
the Vidyodaya University subjects
like Buddhism, Pali and so on.
When we say we want a cultural
university, we are very specific and
very categorical in our claim that
such a wuniversity must have a
teaching staff available to teach
these prescribed subjects. We are
not thinking of expanding into the
teaching of science or of the natural
sciences ; nor do we want to have
anything to do with agriculture. It
must be egsentially a cultural univer-
sity in the sense that it provides for
the study of languages, of history,
arts and crafts, music, painting, sculp-
ture, dancing, and such other
subjects as are related to culture.
Culture embraces all these fields in
a very rational sense.

We have also in this country
schools called madrasas which, as I
told you before, are merely theclogi-
cal in character and which are run
by private parties, but these are very
inadequate and even the few that
exist do not have sufficient teaching
staff. They do not have sufficient
buildings either, and the kind of
students who go there are really from
the poorer classes, and they have no
avenues of employment after they
have finished their full course.

My view is that in establishing
these cultural universities one has to
integrate such establishments into
the whole pattern of our university
education. But I think the most
fundamental and important thing is
to provide the places so that
Muslims can go there and study
these various subjects.
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I do not know what the cost of
establishing a wuniversity of this
nature is going to be. Some said it
was eight lakhs of rupees. That is
a matter for the Hon. Minister to
work out and I do not think the
economics involved in the establish-
ment of such a university warrants
any kind of denial, to the minorities
like the Muslims of the development
of their culture and the promotion
of their religion.

What I wish to convey to the
Hon. Minister is that there is no
confusion as to what we really want.
He started off by saying that he did
not know what the Members of this
House were really after. I wish to
assure him that as far as the
Muslims are concerned, a Muslim
cultural university in the sense that
I have already stated in the course
of my speech is very necessary, and
it would be a very great asset to the
Muslims of this country and possibly
also to the other communities who
would be attracted by such subjects
in the new university. I do plead
with the Hon. Minister to expedite
the establishment of a Cultural
university which is long overdue.

g. . 450

ensIHACS @en.

(8@ QuirereribLieLb)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, may I be per-
mitted to extend my wholehearted
support to the Resolution that has
been sponsored by the hon. First
Member for Mutur. When I say I
should like to extend my whole-
hearted support to that Motion I
mean that while supporting the
Motion I shall not make a speech
which will tend to erode any support
that I give,

I rather enjoyed—I do not know
that I enjoyed—it but I certainly
witnessed the spectacle of one speaker
at least on the Floor of this House
this afternoon who after having
started by saying that he supported
the Motion for the establishment of a

Beowidm 9535 Vet
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Muslim university in the first minute
of his speech went on in the next
eleven minutes of his speech—I timed
his speech—by adducing what he may
have considered to be arguments
against the establishment of either a
Muslim university or a Hindu uni-
versity or of any university with a
particular religious or cultural bias.

eC¥E 9MmTERD w.

(5am- Qavevell @ eraur o)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

You ought to have been here to
listen to him.

eI HOVAICS .
(&5 QureTeTibLIeLD)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

My submission is that in this
country wherein Buddhism has
found its rightful place, where there
is still a concerted effort to give
Buddhism, as a religion, and Bud-
dhist culture their appropriate places,
I think of all Governments the
National Government would be ex-
tremely chary to deny to the two
prominent religious minorities of
this country, mamely, the Muslims
and Hindus, a university, a properly
full-fledged university but with a pro-
nounced religious bias. Apparently,
there is some slight confusion because
the words used have been “a cul-
tural university ”.

I followed wvery closely the re-
marks and observations of my hon.
Friend, the Member for Puttalam,
(Mr. Naina Marikar). Well I do not
comprehend what he said. If the
Muslims of this country are satisfied
with a university or an institution of
university standing which will more
or less be no more than a faculty but
which will be imparting exclusively
Islamic culture, phiolosophy, law and
the like, well, they are welcome to
it. But, in my very respectful but
serious submission, I contemplate,
when I refer to a Muslim university
or a Hindu university, an entirely
full-fledged university to develop in
the course of time but in which the
first faculty, the most important
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faculty, will be based upon the ad-
vancement of that particular religion,
its philosophy, its culture and its fine
arts and the language which is
spoken. In other words, in the case
of a Muslim university I would have
thought that pride of place would be
given to Islamic Culture, to the Mus-
lim religion, to its philosophy and its
laws. But I would not, speaking for
myself, have been anxious to cir-
cumscribe a university that comes in-
to being only to those subjects and
to that faculty. If that is their wish,
so be it. But since some of our
Friends strained the question of a
Hindu university, let us be quite
clear on this. I think the hon. Mem-
ber for Divulapitiya (Mr. Lakshman
Jayakody) rather thought of some-
thing equivalent to a Bhikku univer-
sity, as I understood him. I will be
happy if that is not so.

Let it be clearly understood that
we do not want a university to teach
our priests. The priests will look
after themselves. Let them have a
first-class education in religion, in
culture, in Hindu philosophy. But we
do not want any priestcraft taught
in the university which we call, shall
we say, a Hindu university.

Let me also try and meet the point
raised by the Minister of Education.
He said, “I do not understand what
a cultural university is.” He said
that every university imparts cul-
ture. Let us hope that that is so. But
I can understand the difficulty or the
confusion that arises by the use of
the words “ cultural university. ”

Whilst I give my unstinted and un-
qualified support, I want to say this :
speaking for myself, speaking for my
party and speaking for a very large
section of the Hindus, who form 90
per cent. and more of the Tamil popu-
lation of this country—I digress for
a moment but you will bear with me
since this has been traversed—we
want a Hindu university in the sense
that we will have pride of place for
Hinduism, for Tamil, for Hindu philo-
sophy, for comparative religion, and
the fine arts. But apart from those
faculties, there will be no question
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of exclusiveness. We shall welcome
with open arms members of every
other community and every other
religion to come along and pursue
their studies.

Sir, I speak here with a great deal
of regard and reverence for the
Christians and the Catholics. I
speak as a complete product of Catho-
lic education. We are not here to try
and keep down any particular reli-
gious community or section. But, Sir,
the fact remains that some of us have
suffered from a non-religious and
godless education. Let us at least
have the facility by which we can
see to it that our sons and daughters,
who go in for university education,
will be given an opportunity, which
they cannot possibly opt out of, of
pursuing, if they are Hindus, for
instance, a full course of Hindu edu-
cation. That is not, again I repeat, to
prevent them from pursuing a course
of secular studies.

That is my idea—and I am sure
those who will follow will consider
this seriously—that in this country
where there is still room for so many
more universities, we should not
completely neglect secular studies.

I believe somebody thought that a
Hindu university or a Muslim univer-
sity might possibly cater purely to
people of those religions or to the
teaching of those religions, Nothing
of the kind.

We want an university in which,
if it is a Hindu university, Hindu boys
and girls who enter that university
will, in addition to their secular
studies, attain some kind of recogni-
tion, some kind of accepted course of
studies, in their religion and langu-
age. I speak as one who lacked these
opportunities in my life and in the
life of my contemporaries ; and it
would be a serious blot in the history
of this country if this were to con-
tinue. Let us make that quite clear.

I am glad I took the trouble to
listen to the Minister of Education.
He said there was no unanimity of
views on this question. In spite of
the double-tongued support that came
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from a certain quarter to the Motion
of the hon. First Member for Mutur,
may I say that there is an ostensible
unanimity of support, refreshingly
from both sides of the House, re-
freshingly from all sections of each
side of the House, for the idea of a
Muslim university, so that I do not
think my Hon. Friend, the Minister,
need have any sleepless nights on the
question of the lack of unanimity.

@& &8weemC G

(Qaorre mFMUGsTO)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

All nights are sleepless.

ensI HSAICY .
(8@ QurereribLiaLd)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)
Do not get hurt.

He was concerned about exclusive-
ness, that this should not be
exclusively for one religion. I think
that has been dispelled by the very
weighty contributions made by my
Friends, the two Parliamentary
Secretaries who have completely
succeeded in disabusing his mind of
any fear that may still be lurking,
in that it is purely for particular
adherents or the followers of a parti-
cular religion. Now, the whole
idea of a university would be lost if
it is going to be something by way
of segregating the people of one
religion, one race, or one linguistic
or ethnic group, to pursue their
studies in isolation in that university.
I think that this is a policy decision to
which I sincerely hope my hon.
Friend, the Minister of Education,
will lend his weighty support in
view of what he has expressed in the
course of his speech today. Then I
do not think it is either called for
or appropriate for me to follow my
hon. Friend and join issue with him
on this question which is a rather
delicate matter. For instance, he
has expressed, delivered himself of,
a devastating generality or generali-
zation. He says—I hope the transla-
tion is correct—“I do not accept
that the Eastern Province is a Tarnil
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area.” All that I am saying is that
I do not propose to follow him on
this question or to start a debate
on this particular issue. May I say
that it is both irrelevant and in-
correct. All that I am saying is that
your generalization is neither justified
in fact nor relevant to this issue.

Lastly, I welcome the Hon. Minis-
ter's suggestion that where there is
the largest concentration of people
professing and practising a particular
religion, this university should be
established. I think it was in that
sense that he commended the idea of
the establishment of a university in
Jaffna. Having said that I do not
think I need add anything more. 1
should very much like to hear from
my Muslim Friends whether they
wish to confine their support to this
Motion and circumscribe the whole
concept of a university into the work-
ing of one faculty, as I understood
it, like Shantiniketan in Calcutta
or the School of Oriental Studies in
London. Or is it that they want in
course of time a full-fledged univer-
sity but starting with and laying
special emphasis on Islamic culture
and Arab language ?

g. . 5.5

ceemnde &. 8. 3. mazNmsI
(dg3)

(OLr&Lir . ortb. 6ff. [FTS BT SOT—pe
Qi) -

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

It is a great pleasure to follow my
good Friend the Member for Jaffna
(Mr. Ponnambalam). I represent
the most predominantly Hindu consti-
tuency in the whole of Ceylon,
whereas he cannot pretend to do so.

I only want to say that the hon.
Member for Kilinochchi did not
speak with a double tongue. All that
he said was that while we approve of
having a Muslim university, it should
not be restricted—no university
should be restricted—either to one
religious community or to a parti-
cular section of the people, that it
must be open to all.” The very word
4 university "—in Tamil we say
ieddgoampasts —indicates the study


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1641
8 EO® wotf B BAD Semcwey 88989

of all languages, all sciences. That is
what makes a university. So, you
cannot have a university restricted to
the study of one particular subject,
whether it be culture or religion.
That is what the hon. Member for
Kilinochchi said. He was not against
the establishment of a Muslim cul-
tural university. All that he said
was, “ Why restrict yourself to one
subject ?” The university he had in
mind was one where there would be
ample provision, besides other facul-
ties, for the study of Muslim culture,
Hindu culture and philosophy, and
so on—in short a university which,
while giving special emphasis to the
study of Hindu and Muslim culture.
will “also provide other courses of
study necessary to serve modern
needs. His was a clear proposition
of what we stand for. Perhaps some
of my good Friends who have for-
gotten Tamil did not understand
what he said, and that iIs why T am
speaking in English so that they can
understand and not misunderstand
what the hon. Member for Kili-
niochchi said.

Y HBAECO ©cs.
(8. Ourereribiievs )
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

What is better——forgetting one’s
language or selling one’s religion ?

CeDemnEws sharysnmay

ez BT & T g6 )

(Dr. Naganathan)

I should be surprised
Member for Jaffna could
body any religion. I can challenge
him not onlv on Hindu relision—
[Interruntion]. T have made a very
profound and humble study of the
various religions, and when I stand
here I stand here not as a Member
belonging to any particular religion
but as one who believe in God and
the universality' of God. All men are
brothers—that s my religion.—
[Interruption]. I am very catholic ;
I am not a Roman Catholic.

My good Friend, the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice, spoke about AIl-Azhar Uni-
versity, another speaker before him

if the hon.
teach any-
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spoke about the Benares Hindu Uni-
versity and the Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity. They are all behind time,
because Al-Azhar University, while
continuing the age-old fradition of
promoting Islamic studies, has now
become a completely modern univer-
sity. The place is almost like a small
city, foreign students are given free
hostel accommodation, and all the
modern sciences are taught there. I
myself went there in 1965, and I was
surprised to see one thing: they
have a library which is almost like a
museum, where they have very
ancient Arabic books. I was sur-
prised to find that about ninety per
cent. of the books in the non-
Arabic section were in Tamil. I did
not see any Sinhalese books there ;
there were a few English books, a few
French books, a few Spanish books,
and one or two Russian books. I am
glad to tell my Muslim Friends here
that ninety per cent. of the non-
Arabic books in that library were in
Tamil. I am only stating facts.

The Al-Azhar University has be-
come a modern university. The
Benares Hindu University has
dropped the word “ Hindu ”, and now
it is the Benares University. Like-
wise the Aligarh Muslim University
has become the Aligarh University.
They do not emphasize their reli-
gion at all. I do not know why they
did so. It may be because there is
plenty of scope for the propagation
and study of Muslim philosophy in
Aligarh, and for the study of Hindu
culture and so on at Benares. These
universities provide facilities for
other studies as well. One can learn
any other language at the Benares
University. These are universities or
palkalaikalagam in the true sense of
the word.

I agree with the hon. Member for
Kilinochchi who said that there
should be no segregation or isolation
of a university. A university should
be such that people from any region
or area could enter it without any
kind of misconception or misgiving in
their hearts.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1643
BT EC® wotl B 8459 Semcw EH935®
[ecBemEnBe snomnm5Y ]

When my hon. Friend said that the
Eastern and Northern Provinces are
Tamil, he meant that they were so
in terms of language. No one can
dispute the fact that the majority in
the Eastern Province, whether they,
be Muslims or Tamils, and even
some Sinhalese, speak only Tamil.
There are members in our own party
—we have a Wanasinghe and also a
Bandaranaike—who speak perfectly
good Tamil. So, in the Eastern Pro-
vince, the majority speak only Tamil.
Therefore, when you have a regional
university in the Eastern Province or
the Northern Province, naturally the
language will be Tamil. If a univer-
sity is established in Moscow it will
be Russian. If it is in Japan, it will
be the Japanese language. So, we are
not introducing any sort of com-
munalism. It will be purely and
simply the use of the regional lan-
guage to impart the highest culture
and the highest knowledge. I am
surprised that the Hon. Minister
should have disputed that point.

There is in the University of
Ceylon an Arabic Faculty. The num-
ber in this faculty is very small.
They are unable to attract a large
number of students. So, I do not
think a Muslim cultural university
will attract a large number of stu-
dents.—[Interruption].

Establishing a wuniversity means
money. It also requires a lot of land
and a lot of time to build. It takes
15 to 20 years to establish a full-
fledged university. These are the
three ingredients needed—money,
land and time. We would suggest in
due course to the Hon. Minister and
the Government and to the National
Council of Higher Education—I
have no time to talk about the
National Council of Higher Educa-
tion—our plan whereby with very
little money, and with no further
need of land, a first-class university
for the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vinces can be established in three,
four or five years at the very most
in addition to the full-fledged uni-
versity in all sciences and arts. We
can call it the Ramanathan Institute

Bewldn @535 eFRECS
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of Hindu Culture and Philosophy or
yiou can have an Akbar University or
an Institute of Muslim Studies and
Culture. You can have any name you
like. But what I suggest is that if
this university is really going to be a
university for the Northern and
Eastern Provinces it must also meet
the cultural, religious and secular
needs of the people of those areas.
There are Muslims and Hindus, and
the university must supply all their
needs. That is the programme we
have prepared to be placed before
you shortly.

Bwond Ocwn.
(85 qusQsry.)
(Mr. Jayakody)

What about a Naganathan Univer-
sity ?

CeReMGE BNOBNDBY
(QO_r& i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

This is a matter where politics
should not come in.

BT &n DSBS

(oL FUTETWST 96iT&er)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member for Divulapitiya
might come back to his seat if he
wants to speak without making un-
necessary interruptions.

¢ ewmGn HODIVD O,
(B g Qeriizr @ peur o)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

The Minister of Education is also
not in his seat.

O 253 B5NGRD
(Oserres aicTrafl Friiss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
He did not interrupt.

Bowles DS15NGDDNS

(L sUTFTUST 96T )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

It may be a sign of coming events,
but he did not interrupt.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1645
S C® wotd B 84D Semcos' 88g8e
eeVemIEW BNOBNDBY

(OréLi praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I repeat that to win a few votes by
raising the religious cry is very easy
and simple, but it did not succeed in
Nallur. I know that the hon. Member
for Jafina (Mr. Ponnambalam) came
to Nallur during the last election
campaign and told the people not to
vote for me because I am a Christian.
He was defeated. I won.

eI NSACO .

(Bm. QurararibLies)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

That is a despicable lie, in which he
excels.

BCWTEN DSIBNHDDO)

(e Furprwiss ,;g{anf'asir)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Now the word “lie” is being used
a loft in this House. I do not think it
should be used.

eI DSACE s,
(8. QurareribLies)

(Mr. Ponnambalam) fe

I am sorry.

oG SSwemE e
(Asorray FALGSTW)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
It is a cultural word.

BowT LB DTN

(20 surprusi seuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I think it is best not to make per-
sonal references. You can have your
personal quarrels outside the House.
I do not think they need be brought
into the House.

eI HVACD Dea,
(,Q@ @ureﬁrm&u@}fb)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)

I apologize. I withdraw the word
“lie” and call it a terminological in-
exadtitude.

4— o2 2244 (67/3)
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(CO_ré_i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I will only call it a lie.

BOET LB DSINEDDE
(oL aFumrprisr gyau,'f"assir)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I would not allow you to call it a
lie.

eoemndw hasNnsY
(O BT & BIT Sevr )

(Dr. Naganathan)

I said I would call it a lie.

Bocrss D BN WD NSH
(2ri FLIT BT ULIST cg),renfi&sir)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Now the Opposition’s complaint
about the Hon. Minister interrupting
from the wrong seat appears to be
justified.

©eemnée N 5T
(Qr&e_ i pireprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Therefore, let us forget our lititle
pettiness and think of what is best in
the interests of the population. In
Kandy there is the Peradeniya Uni-
versity, in Colombo there is a univer-
sity, and around Colombo there are
universities. Probably in Galle they
will have a university. In the Eastern
and Northern Provinces, you must
have universities according to the
regions in which they are to be estab-
lished and in the best interests of
learning, because learning is best
done through the mother ltongue.
Also, in the interests of modern edu-
cation they will have to be bilingual
in the sense that they will have to
have English. In the interests
of national unity there should,
perhaps, be a third language in
Colombo and Peradeniya, as in
Jaffna and Batticaloa.  But the
point is that we must think of
these things on a higher plane—
think not of today, not of tomorrow’s
election, but of the future of our
people, our culture, our learning, and
our progress.
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G srwiL)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

It gives me great pleasure on this
occasion to join in a discussion that I
had no intention of joining in when I
came today, Private Members’ Day,
only for for the reason that we are
witnessing the strange spectacle of
all sections of the House bending over
backwards to agree lto having a cul-
tural university for the Muslims and
finding so many areas in which it
becomes necessary for the retort cour-
teous, the barbed word without a
pointed reference, to avoid saying
anything which is going to disturb the
apparent picture of brotherhood and
unity within the National Govern-
ment. One has witnessed all these
things, but under cover of all this
what do we have ? We have a very
simple Resolution, sponsored very
correctly by the hon. First Member
for Mutur (Mr. Mohamed Ali), with
which nobody—I have been following
the speeches as carefully as I can—
has ever disagreed. Of all lthe contri-
butions made so far, I am particularly
grateful to the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Social
Services for his contribution and for
placing this matter in its historical
perspective. He ventured to express
the view—and I think it was the first
time that it has ever been expressed
by a Member of the National Govern-
ment—that it was a pity that the Sri
Lanka Freadom Party Government
failed at the last election, at least
from this point of view. He pointed
out precisely how much practical
work had been done towards the
achievement of the objective of this
particular Motion that is at present
before the House for the establish-
ment of cultural universities. He also
pointed out that it had been accepted
in principle; that money provision
had been made, I think to the extent
of two and a half lakhs of rupees;
that a committee had been’appointed

Bewidm V5IL) DRV
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to go into all these matters—mnot from
the point of view of one community
or one religion—a committee on
which a number of people jointly
worked.

I think Mr. Natesan of Parames-
wara College, and Mr. Aziz of Zahira
College, now a member of the Public
Service Commission, were on that
committee. I think Mr. Lakshman
Jayakody and the priests of Balagalla
had been agitating for a Bhikku uni-
versity. All that had been considered
in the formulation of the framework
which the cultural university should
take. As a matter of policy, I think
I can confidently state on behalf of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party that ithe
principle of the establishment of cul-
tural universities was a matter that
had been generally accepted. The
details only remained to be worked
out.

I agree with the hon. Member for
Nallur that universities cost money,
that they take up land, and that they
require time. But the first steps
had been taken. And - if I
may venture to say so, I think
the attitude of the SL.E.P.
Government at that time on this
matter was right, and I think
my good Friend the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary had every justification
for expressing the view that it is a
pity that the Government fell when
it did. Of course he himself knows
better than I do how it was felled and
by whom—by the feller of trees in
the Forest Department—but that is
another story.

Now, what are we debating ? Has
there been a proposal by the hon.
Member for Mutur as to where this
university should be sited ? I read
the Motion carefully. Also, I do not
see any argument as to whether it
should be in the Northern Province
or in the Eastern Province. Who
knows, it might be situated in Galle,
it might be situated in Beruwela, or
it might be situated in Dompe.—
[Interruption]. I have a small Mus-
lim community there too. Not that I
want it in Dompe. Please do not mis-
understand me. I am not one bit
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anxious to deprive you of the plea-
sure of the Muslim cultural univer-
sity being wherever you may want
it.

The hon. Member for Kilinochchi
in making his very controversial
speech which provoked as I said the
retort courteous from the hon.
Member for Jaffna, who I think was
within his rights in saying what he
did in that matter, was really under-
scoring a different thought alto-
gether, a different issue as between
the hon. First Member for Mutur and
those of the Federal Party in regard
to their problems, and also another
aspect of the matter in regard to
‘which they have got their problems
‘with the Tamil Congress and the hon.
Member for Jaffna. Now, that is
totally irrelevant to the present
Motion, and it gave the Opposition a
great deal of fun and pleasure in
watching these Gentlemen air their
perhaps not so very clean linen in
public, politically of course.

I try on these occasions not to join
issue with you in a carping spirit of
criticism or to find fault with you in
regard to any matter merely because
we happen to sit on opposite sides,
but to understand every point of
view. The hon. Member for Mutur
when he sponsors the Muslim cul-
tural university, wants a Muslim cul-
tural university and nothing else. He
does not want that Muslim cultural
university to be swamped and to
become part of a territorial entity in
‘which the Muslims particularly in his
area would lose their cultural iden-
tity. That is an issue that arises in
the FEastern Province; that is a
problem they are confronted with. It
is not that they are not Tamil-speak-
ing. I think I will be the first to con-
cede that at home they all speak
Tamil. It is the language they nor-
mally use. No one is arguing about
that. Most of the Muslims not only
in the Eastern Province but even in
Dompe still speak Tamil, and I say
that not out of any anxiety to decry
them. But when it comes to their
basic interests as a community I can
understand their apprehensions, that
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they do not wish to be submerged
and be treated as part of a larger
Tamil-speaking group in regard to
leadership and perhaps in regard to
the major interests, which would be
the interests of perhaps some other
community, merely sharing a
common bond of language, but not
perhaps economic interests and other
needs. Now this, of course, is a diffi-
culty, but it is not germane to the
present discussion when a Muslim
cultural university is asked for by the
hon. First Member for Mutur. He
asks it, as I understand it, designedly,
deliberately, because he wants that
Muslim cultural university not to be
merely a Tamil-speaking university,
not to be merely a university for the
Northern and Eastern Provinces, but
an institution where the major inte-
rests catered for will be the interests
of the Muslim people with the accent
on Muslim Culture, Muslim Philc-
sophy, Muslim Law and all the other
matters that the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice
spoke about. Quite rightly, he care-
fully avoids asking for it in any parti-
cular place. He does not point terri-
torial-wise to an area.

Now, why does the hon. First
Member for Mutur put it in that
way ? We are aware that in regard
to a number of matters the Muslim
community in the Eastern Province
face difficulties. There have been
instances when the Muslims in the
Eastern Province have said, “ We are
Muslims; we are Tamil-speaking
people at home, that is true, but still
for all that we like to learn Sinhala ;
we got to live in this country ; we are
part of one nation ; we belong to one
National Government in relation to
which we got to live together:; we
want to share your economic life ; we
want to be a part of the wider
community.” And when they say:
“For God’s sake whatever you do
with yourselves, permit us to have
Sinhala teachers in the FEastern
Province at least”, the initial
reaction—I mince no words like
the hon. Member for Jaffna
(Mr. Ponnambalam) ; T will ecall a
spade.a spade—of the Federal Party
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was to say, “No”. The Federal

Party thought it fit to apply an

embargo claiming the Hastern

Province as a traditional homeland

of the Tamil-speaking people. They

said, “We will oppose this. No

Sinhala teachers should be sent to

the Eastern Province.” Subse-

quently, after the hon. Member for

Tissamaharama (Mr. C. F. W. Ediri-

suriya) had occasion to show us the

koka once again at “ Woodlands "—
it appeared in the “ Aththa” paper—

I believe the Federal Party came to

a compromise and said, “Well, we

will allow Sinhala teachers to be

sent to Muslim schools if the
Muslims are anxious to learn
Sinhala.”

But the initial reaction of the

Federal Party is one which certainly
would have upset the Muslims in the
Eastern Province. Why ? Only for
one reason. The Muslim people are
concerned first and foremost with
their economic situation. They
want to live in this country ; they
want to progress as brothers along
with the other communities. The
Tamil language they know already.
There is no problem about that, but
they have no facilities to learn
Sinhala. They want to share the
economic life with others ; they want
to find employment. How can they
achieve all this if they do not have
facilities to learn Sinhala? When
they asked for facilities they were
promptly told, “ You are part of our

traditional homeland. You must
work with wus and accept our
position.” That was the initial

reaction of the Federal Party.

Small wonder, Sir. Placed in that
situation they do not want to feel
" that they are being submerged, and
that is precisely why the hon. First
Member for Mutur formulates his
Motion as a request not for a
Eastern Province university, not for
a territorial university, but, as he
says, “I want the preference and the
emphasis to be on our religion, the
Islamic faith, and Arabic, the

peopla”
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with emphasis on their particular
arts and culture. One can under-
stand his point of view. Not that I
know anything about Muslim:
culture. I would not pose as a
person having any knowledge of the
subject, but as a politician I de-
understand the feelings, the doubts,
the thoughts and the fears that do
exist in the minds of these people
and in the minds of the people who
are just the same all over Ceylon.
They have the same apprehensions
and the same feelings, and they
must be given account for.

This is not an academic discussion.
as to whether the cultural university
should have so many faculties or
whether it should cater for other
subjects. I am quite sure the
hon. First Member for Mutur, the
Mover of the Motion, has no wish to
exclude anybody. But he wishes to
preserve the predominate characteris-
tic of the university once established.
That is not going to be a general
purpose educational institution.
catering for another group or which
is going to be captured by another
group. He wants to preserve its
essential character, and that is
precisely why he formulated the
Motion in that way.

The argument of the hon. Member
for Kilinochchi (Mr. Ratnam), as
glossed over and explained by the
hon. Member for Nallur (Dr. Naga-
nathan) in the face of a grinding
onslaught from the hon. Member for
Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalam), which I
think in the circumstances was
justified, amounts to no more than
this. The hon. Member for Nallur,
having enjoyed his diatribe against
the hon. Member for Jaffna and
having talked about various prob-
lems between themselves in perhaps
crude and less polished language
than that used by the hon. Member
for Jaffna with reference to the
hon. Member for Kilinochchi, ulti-
mately envisaged the need for a
university for the Northern and
Eastern Provinces. He said that
there is now one university at
Peradeniya and one in Colombo but
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we do not have one in Jaffna. He
saidl we do not have one in the
Eastern Province. U.timately he
sought to do exactly what the hon.
First Member for Mutur does not
want ; that is, to absorb the cultural
university into a territorial univer-
sity to serve the interests of the
Tamil-speaking people, and in which
the Muslims of the Eastern Province
w.ll become absorbed. That is the
crux of his argument.

Do we want that or do we not want
that ? The hon. Member for Jaffna
sees the problem just as we do. He
has got a different solution. For him
this is not a language problem ; this
is a cultural problem ; and, no doubt,
when culture in involved, a linguistic
aspect comes in. For instance, one
cannot think of Islamic culture
divorced from the Arabic language
just as much as one cannot dream
of Hinduism, in Cey.on at any rate,
divorced from the Tamil language.
That is quite understandable, and it
is an angle which could afford

a solution.

In fact, the S. L. E. P. on this
question is not vpposed to the hon
Member for Jaffna ; and whea we
talked of Parameswera College and
were dealing with Mr. Natesan, it
was precisely on the basis of an
acceptance of the conception of a
Hindu university in principle. There
was no argument about that. It was
not a question of a Tamil-speaking
university. No doubt there would
have been a great emphasis cn
Tamil, as is inevitable in the concep-
tion of a Hindu university. We of
the S. L. F. P. are not, in cthat sense,
against Tamil. We have never been
against the Tamil language. All we
are against is this. We are against
the Tamils who refuse to learn
Sinhala. We are not against the
Tamil people. But we have reserva-
tions about those who decide, con-
sciously and deliberately, that they
are determined to live in this coun-
try for ever with an embargo on the
Sinhala language and are determined
never to learn it. That is ou
difference. If that problem is got out
of the way, as a matter of fact we
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shall not have any problem. The
language prob.em will cease to exist.
Lots ot irritations wiil disappear.

S BI DHTACS e

(8. Qureraribuain)

(Mr. Ponnambalam)

You are trying to ram it down our
throats.

ofd. @d. Dued LTSN D,

(5@ et gyir. Lwew Lew LT pTLES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Talking about voluntariness, you
have not even made a start now
with all the talk of national unity.
As a first step you are not even
making Sinhala available to those
parents who want to teach it their
children, who are born from tolay
onwards. Those parents have still
not been given the facilities for their
children to be taught Sinhala. That
is my complaint.

Leave aside the question of forcing
a language down the throats of a
peopie. We can appreciate that.
But if you are talking of a willing-
ness to study the language, one can-
not imagine a better climate than
now, The horrible people of the
S. L. F. P. are out of office now. The
people whom you detest, like my
self—I am not bothered—are not i1
office. You have now got a persor.
whom you all admire. Mr. Dudley
Senanayake is in office as Prime
Minister. Why not make a start
even now ? Why not allow those
parents in Jaffna who want thei
children to study Sinhala to do so ?
Have you given them that chance ?

No ! '

Tamil schools
Sinhala teachers.

shall not have
That is the posi-
tion today. Muslims, under pres-
sure, yes. Tamils, no. That is all
we have got as an issue at the
moment.

One can quite appreciate the point
of view of the hon. Member for
Jaffna who says that if you try to
to force things it will be difficult.
He says, “ Don’t do that.” That is a
noint of view, and I agree with him
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to the extent that it may be argued.

Well, if the voluntary attitude is

alopted the problem will cease
to be a problem.

This Government is mot going to
force anybody to learn anything. This
Government is only asking you to do
it. Maybe the S. L. F. P. Government
adopted measures you did not like.

But the S. L. F. P. Government is no
longer there, although the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary regrets that it
is not there. Even today, if this posi-
tion is not accepted, why are you now
talking of the problem of language ?
The hon. Member for Jaffna wanted
a Hindu university. We would have
accepted that in principle, as we did.
That is not new. Mr. Natesan could
enlighten him and his colleagues in
Parameshwara even more than I can.

Now, Sir, what is the issue here?
If a Hindu university were to be insti-
tuted, no doubt the principal interests
would have a stake in it. The princi-
pal communities which would want
to enter that university to share in
its academic honours would be the
Tamil-speaking people who are Hin-
dus, taken by and large. I am not
talking of the Catholics and Chris-
tians. They are there, and they would
be welcome. The hon. Member for
Jaffna says they would be welcome.
That is a nice way of saying it. But
in practice he knows, as well as I do,
that the numbers that would numeri-
cally want to go there from other
communities and other religions
would be necessarily small. And I ac-
cept that. It is a very good sugges-
tion because it maintains the univer-
sality of the institution while at the
same time preserving the predomi-
nantly Hindu character of the insti-
tution.

Now, what the Federal Party wants
is something else. They want to sub-
merge the predominantly Muslim
character of a Muslim cultural uni-
versity proposed by the hon. First
Member for Mutur, and one can
appreciate the apprehensions and
anxieties of the Muslims.
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The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
defined the words as carefully as he
could, even at the expense of restrict-
ing the institution almost to the level
of a faculty, almost reducing its insti-
tutional character as a university, in
order to ensure the predominant
nature of what the hon. First Member
for Mutur had in mind.

These are really relatively small
questions as to the number of facul-
ties you are going to have, the nature
of the institution, the subjects you
are going to teach, the way you are
going to set about it. All these are
matters for discussion and matters for
the Hon. Minister and all his Colle-
ages in the Government.

The Hon. Minister, appreciating
presumably that the subject is full of
controversy and difficulty for him,
adopted, shall I say, a politically
mature but rather superficial
approach by saying, “ Well, I like a
Muslim cultural university, but I do
not know what the Government will
have to say about it.” Considering
that the Minister, as far as his sub-
ject is concerned, is nine-tenths of the
Government, or ought to be at least
to the extent that he should be able
to carry the Government with him,
he should be able to give a categorical
answer. The Hon, Minister, realizing
the pressures to which he is subjected
within his own ranks, within the Gov-
ernment, very cleverly refused to
give a categorical answer.

He denounced the conception of the
Federal Party. He Said, “ Whilst I do
not accept the Eastern Province as
being part of the Tamil home-
land....” and so on. The hon. Mem-
ber for Jaffna said he was not sure
whether he had been correctly trans-
lated. I can assure him that the Hon.
Minister’s words were quite cate-
gorical and distinct in the Sinhala
language in which he spoke—“I do
not for a moment accept that concep-
tion of the hon. Member for Kili-
nochchi when he sought to claim that
the Eastern Province is historically
and traditionally part of the Tamil
homelands.” Now that was sought
to be glossed over by the hon. Mem-
ber for Nallur, who said—
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I'only based my speech on the
regional aspect of the question. I am

sorry he was unable to understand
my speech.

85289

OfS. &, Bwed DTSN O,
(8- erd. ST WG LIGRTL T BTULES )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I think I understood the position
at least as explained by the hon.
Member for Nallur who tried to ex-
plain it not to me but to the hon.
Member for Jaffna on the basis that
the hon. Member for Jaffna could not
understand Tamil and required en-
lightenment in English. I must con-
fess that, although there may be
“Bandaranaikes” in the Federal
Party who know Tamil just as much
as there are Naganathans in the
Defence and External Affairs Minis-
try who are very well learned in
Sinhalese, when 1 listen to debates
in this House I do take the trouble
to acquaint myself with what is
going on and to try to understand
at least the substance of an argument
and to meet it as an argument.—
[Interruption]. The Hon. Minister of
Education put it in that way.

The hon. Member for Nallur, ex-
plaining the speech of the hon. Mem-
ber for Kilinochchi, said it is slightly
different. He said that what the hon.
Member for Kilinochchi wanted to
say was not what he said, namely,
that the Eastern Province is not part
of the traditional Tamil homelands,
but part of the homelands of the
Tamil-speaking peoples. That was
how he put it, and he said : Do you
deny that the Muslims of the East-
ern Province are Tamil-speaking ?
So, to that extent, is not the state-
ment of the hon. Member for Kili-
nochchi a true statement ? That is
how the hon. Member for Nallur
tried to get over the problem. Well,
he is prohably right. They have been
speaking Tamil, and I think it is true
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that there may even be a Bandara-
naike who speaks Tamil in tha
Eastern Province. I do not know. [
told you, there are “Naganathans”
elsewhere who have been taught
Sinhala in spite of the dictates of the
Federal Party and, in spite of con-
scious resolutions and decisions,
applied to join government service
and obtained it with proficiency in
Sinhala. So, let us now, having cast
aside that sort of irrelevancy, ask,
what was the argument ?

It may be that these people are
traditionally Tamil-speaking because
they have been Tamil-speaking all
their lives. But it still means that the
sections of the Eastern Province
occupied by Muslims are still the
land which has been traditionally
occupied by Muslims. They may be
Tamil-speaking, but it does not
identify them with the rest of the
territory occupied by Tamils as an
ethnic entity. And, if the Muslims
say that as a separate group they
do not wish to be submerged, one
can still understand that view. In
other words, by using the argument
that you are all Tamil-speaking you
have not got over the apprehensions
and the fears and the difficulties
which underlie the proposal of the
hon. First Member for Mutur.

S0, however much we all get to-
gether here and say we are all for
your proposition, it is in truth and in
fact necessary to examine more
carefully the underlying reasons and
the thoughts which occur to every
one of us in this House. In words
as the hon. Member for Jaffna said,
for the sake of wooing the Muslim
people’s votes, everybody is for this,
but nobody is talking straight in the
sense of saying what they really feel
about it.

I think it is high time that we
tear away the mask and avoid the
euphemisms of language to cover our
thoughts. Are we really with the hon.
First Member for Mutur, or are we
not ? We for the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party have no hesitation in saying
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that we accept his proposition com-

pletely in the ifullest sense in which
he incends it, regardless of its terri-
torial application. We have very little
interest 1n the sense of cadging for
votes. We have one Member in wutur
who is a colleague ot the First Mem-
ber tor Mutur, for the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party, and that is all that
we control as 1ar as the Eastern Pro-
vince is concerned. On your side for
the Government you have a number
of I Tembers of Parliament, some from
the Federal Party, some from the
United National Party.

I am sorry my hon. Friend, the
Second Member for Batticaloa (Mr.
A. Latiff Sinnalebbe) is not here now.
He was here a little earlier and
participated in the Debate and made
a very useful contribution, if I may
say so. But these people are the real
crux of it. So, let us in deciding
whether we are supporting this, really
and truly support it, or let us say that
we disagree.

The hon. Member for Jaffna gave
what I consider to be whole-hearted
support. I think he did not cavil at
all. Just as much as he put forward
his idea of a Hindu university quite
correctly and categorically in the
spirit in which we understanhd it, he
supported the proposal for a Muslim
cultural university to the core.
The Federal Party did so in a more
carefully guarded way, with mental
reservations about their homeland
and their determination to have
territorial control over the objects of
the university, if any, when it was
established. The Minister says “I
support the establishment of a cul-
tural university in principle, but I
must wait and see what the Govern-
ment says, and I do not accept the
territorial argument of the Federal
Party. ”

Now, what are we really going to
get out of this Motion ? Are we mere-
ly going to say, “yes” and vote for
it ? If we do so we will probably have
a Muslim cultural revolution which
will shock the hon. Member for
Akurana (Mr. Hameed) even much
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more than the Chinese cultural revo-
lution. He will propably have occa-
sion to send protest notes in his
attaché case and march with them
not merely to foreign embassies but
even to the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs. This is really the
crux of the matter. This is the point
that has to be decided and, iherefore,
I appeal to hon. Members of this
House to look at this problem not
from the point of view of sectarian
party politics, which is really a matter
within yourselves and not between
the Government and the Opposition,
but settle the question peacefully by
discussion and come to some conclu-
sion.

I think the only rational conclusion
that you can come to in this matter is
the conclusion the S.L.F.P. came tio
earlier, namely, to establish a cul-
tural university by discussion among
all the different groups and interests
on the conception of a cultura! uni-
versity.

I agree with the Hon. Minister of
Education completely that universi-
ties and culture should be identified,
and, perhaps, a cultural university as
a separate entity ought not to exist in
this country. That is a point of view.
It is a sad fact but true that none of
the universities which we have at
present have really very much cul-
ture to talk about. Whether it is the
University of Ceylon, of which I my-
self was an undergraduate member
in the days gone by, or whether it is
the two Bhikku universities estab-
lished subsequently—the Vidyodaya
and the Vidyalankara—the position is
the same.

All of us have to admit that the
emphasis on culture, or the culture
imparted by these two institutions,
is not perhaps representative of our
country ; nor is it culture, if it is in-
deed culture, of which we can be
proud. There is a great deal for
improvement and the Hon. Minister is
right in saying that there ought to be
a cultural aspect in regard to educa-
tional institutions of that sort. That
is a point of view, and I think he is
right.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1661
8 GO woefmam S Femcun EBcse

When we talk of a cultural univer-
sity here, it is not, as the hon. Mem-
ber for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalaim)
sa.d, an institution for the instruction
of the clergy. 1t is not a divinity
school, if I may say so. Just as the
Aquinas is not a Catholic divinity
school akin to the Seminary at Ampi-
tiya, it is still a full-fledged univer-
sity, performing a distinct function.
It is important from the point of view
of the community or the interests
affected that they like to feel that
they have got control of an educa-
cational institution which primarily
served their interests and no other.

From this point of view, the estab-
lishment of a Muslim cultural uni-
versity, even if it makes provision for

the teaching of other subjects,
would never, to my mind, have
appeal and value. That is why

say ~without in any way

seeking to impose my views on the
hon. First Member for Mutur, that it
is my view that he did the wisest
thing in not seeking to define his
conception too closely, and in trying
to restrict the subject or scope of the
Muslimt cultural _university, and to
leave it open so that the Government
may with discussion with the appro-
priate interests, come to the proper
conclusion.

In conclusion, I would like to say
that I completely associate myself,
notwithstanding the attacks to which
he has been subject, with the Hon.
Minister of Education, in regard to
his statement about the Eastern
Province, with which I know Ilots of
Members of this House would pro-
bably want to disagree.

e, 545
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(Mr. M. A. Abdul Majeed—Pottuvil)

I shall be verv brief. T just want to
tonich on two noints. T am vervy hanpy
that all narties in this House have
onenlv <aid that thev are sunnorting
the ectahlishment of a Muslim cul-
tural Universitv. As was mentionad
earlier, the Motion is a very simple
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one and the Mover has not asked that
the university be situated in a parti-
cular place. Hon. Members of the
Federal Party said we were welcome
to it and conceded our request for a
Muslim cultural university. But once
you concede a Muslim cultural
university, you cannot say that it
should be only in the Eastern or
Northern Province for the important
reason that nearly two-thirds of the
Muslim community do not live in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces. The
majority of the Muslims live in the
other provinces. Let us neot start a
fiight among the Muslims on the ques-
tion of where you want to have a
university.

We thank you all for supporting our
Motion. We particularly thank the
S. L. F. P,, the Federal Party and the
Tamil Congress for supporting it. Let
us not bring in extraneous matters
and confuse the issue.

There is one more matter I want
to point out. I was listening to the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Justice. If you are gning
to have a university just tn produce
Moulavis, for God’s sake we do not
want it.  As the hon. Memhar for
Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalam) said, basi-
cally it will have a Muslim cultural
background.

BN O8N oK ®c.
(ot puleny whssmi)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)

May I make a personal explana-
tion? T never said that the univereity
I had in mind was for producing
Mboulavis. Tt must be a univergity
which will provide the hichest
standard of teachine in varions suh-
iects. You know, as he knows, that we
have no priesthood in Islam.

¢DEE @ED .
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(Mr. Abdul Majeed)

I know. That is the one religion

which has not given a place to priest-
hood.
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If you limit education in a Muslim
cultural university to Muslim reli-
gion and you do not have the sciences
and arts, it will not serve the pur-
pose. I am very happy that even the
hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F. R.
Dias Bandaranaike) and the hon.
Member for Jaffna stressed that we
should have a full-fledged university.

On behalf of the Muslim commu-
nity, I thank all hon. Members of this
House of various parties who have
supported this Motion.
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(Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam—Paddi-
ruppu)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise to sup-
port the Motion of the hon. Member

for Mutur.

I was rather intrigued when I
heard the hon. Member for Dompe.
He read into the Motion a number of
things which he professed the other
hon. Members could not see. In fact
the whole of his speech was very
characteristic of the line of thinking
that he adopts in this House. He
tried to drive a wedge between the
majority community and the mino-
rity communities, between the
Hindus, the Christians and the Mus-
lims, and between the Federal Party,
the Tamil Congress and the United
National Party. He created a mass
of confusion and ultimately ended up
by saying that we of the Federal
Party are preventing the Tamil-
speaking people of this country from
adopting the official language as the
language of teaching in our schools.

Whatever might have been said by
the hon. Member for Dompe, the
question of a university or the build-
ing of universities in this country
should be viewed from a much larger
perspective than we are trying to do.
It must be viewed above petty divi-
sions, such as caste, communal, racial
or, Jinguistic, that exist in this
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country. We have had a university
college in the past. That was con-
verted into a full-fledged university,
I believe, round about the year 1942.
Thereafter two cultural universities
were created. But what was really
the outcome of it ? What are the re-
sults of these universities ? Experi-
ence has shown that we are still
thinking along narrow, compartmen-
talized lines, and that we have not
made any headway on a national
basis as we should have done. The
Peradeniya University and the two
other universities have not really
achieved the objectives of the larger
universities in other countries. They
have failed to create the real cultural
atmosphere and background that is
necessary for the wellbeing of this
country.

In the Peradeniya University
today, one finds factions and divisions
even among the professors and lec-
turers, and there is sectionalism
among the students. There are other

prejudices breeding in that place and

it has failed to achieve the results
that it should have achieved. The
other two universities, Vidyodaya
and Vidyalankara, have themselves
not yet attained the stature we ex-
pect universities to attain in this
country. So creating universities in
pockets, on linguistic, racial or reli-
gious grounds, is a thing that we must
avoid. That is why I said that
although I support the Motion of the
hon. Member for Mutur in principle,
I did not actually support the idea
of a Muslim university or a Hindu
university or a Buddhist university
as such. We must have universities
that rise above petty differences in
this country. With that in view the
idea has been put forward that what-
ever universities we may establish
should be in proportion to the rise in

population in this country, that they
should be of a national character and

of such magnitude that they would
serve the entire needs, cultural and
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other needs, of the people of this
country, rather than the needs of any
particular community, race or reli-
gion.

Sir, the Hon. Minister of Education
in a moment of indiscretion or I do
not know what said that he would not
accept that the Eastern Province is a
Tamil territory. I do not know why
he said that. It was really out of
context.

Almost 95 per cent. of the people
living in the entire Eastern Province
from Thennamarawadiya in the
north to Pottuvil in the south are
Tamil-speaking. Muslims and
Tamils live side by side in the Eas-
tern Province. If one surveys the
area from Thennamarawadiya in the
north to Pottuvil in the south, one
can observe the pattern of Tamil vil-
lages and Muslim villages. There are
Muslim villages one after the other
from Thennamarawadiya to Pottuvil.
So, apparently, Muslims in the
Eastern Province are intermingled
and intertwined with Tamils both in.
their social life and in their economic-
life. They speak the same language
and they live as brothers on the same
pattern next to each other. One can-
not say therefore that any part of the
Batticaloa District is 100 per cent.
Tamil or 100 per cent. Muslim, but
they are all Tamil-speaking people.

My party considered the question
of a university for the Tamil-speak-
ing people. Why did we think of a
territorial university for the Tamil-
speaking people although we knew
that two-thirds of the Muslims live
outside the Northern and Eastern
Provinces ? The Northern Province
today stands out as a highly deve-
loped province in the field of educa-
tion. They had the advantage of edu-
cation and higher education far in
advance of any other part of this
country in the past. That was due to
the arrival of the missionaries during
the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies, and in the nineteenth century
a large number of schools were set
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up in the Northern Province. Thus
those in the Northern Province had a
special advantage both in elementary
and higher education. They went far
ahead of the people in other parts of
the country. Therefore, we felt that
if a university is to be established it
should be located somewhere in the
Eastern Province. We of the Federal
Party are of the view that a univer-
sity sited in the Eastern Province for
both the Muslims and the Tamils will
be a good background for their cul-
tural development.

We would like to have a full-
fledged wuniversity with different
faculties in the sciences and in the
arts and with a Chair for Hindu
studies and with a Chair for Islamic
studies. Such a full-fledged university
would be more appropriate and suit-
able having regard to the conditions
that exist in the modern world.

Then, when such a full-fledged uni-
versity is established, with all these
various faculties, students, not only
from the Eastern Province but also
from the northern and other pro-
vinces, will all be under one roof.
Such intermingling of the different
races and cultures will bring about
better results than the segregation
which is contemplated in the Motion.

I would therefore appeal to the hon.
First Member for Mutur to reconsider
his Motion in the light of the remarks
that I have made, to consider
seriously whether it would not be
best to have a larger university where
people of all religions can come to-
gether.

While we ask for a full-fledged uni-
versity, we are not supporting the
idea of a Hindu university as pro-
posed by the hon. Member for Jaffna
because we feel that would be a sub-
division of a larger whole. I hope
Members of this House will see the
development of our culture, the crea-
tion of universities and the creation
of different branches of studies in this
country in a larger perspective where
we can all in our own diversity ulti-
mately achieve unity.
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(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed—Second Aku-
rana)

Sir, I have pleasure in supporting
this Motion which has been moved
by the hon. First Member for Mutur
(Mr. Mohamed Ali). I should like to
thank him for having introduced this
Motion. I have listened carefully %o
some of the speeches made here on the
Floor of this House. I am sorry my
hon. Friend the Member for Dompe
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) is not
here, because he advocated the cause
of the Muslims to such an extent that
he alerted me to a possible cultural
revolution that may take place within
the Muslim community in this coun-
try. In any case I need not be al-
erted to a cultural revolution or to
any other form of revolution,
because I live with the people.

Now coming to the subject, I must
confess that I am very disappointed
with the attitude of some of the F.P.
Members who participated in this dis-
cussion. The Motion is a humble and
a non-controversial one. It calls for
purely a cultural university for the
Muslims of this country. I have lis-
tened, Sir, to some of the Members
of the Federal Party and I am happy
at least some of them are here, be-
cause their attitude and approach to-
the subject of the Motion is, “ Yes,
we are in favour but ”. That seems to
be a long “but”.

Then they dwelt on the aspects of
university education, how broad it
should be, and what type of curricu-
lum it should have. Unfortunately,
the Motion moved by the First Mem-
ber for Mutur is caught up with cer-
tain under-currents, and some of the
Members have chosen to fish in them.
The Motion calls for a cultural uni-
versity. It has here got mixed up
with_ the arguments for a Hindu uni-
versityy and for a Tamil university,
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and also with the arguments, for and

against, as to what type of a univer-
sity this institution should be.

Sir, the Tamils and the Muslims of
this country speak the same language,
but they do not profess the same reli-
gion. They do not have the same cul-
tural background. They have of
course lived very happily and very
amicably, understanding one another
for centuries but their cultural pat-
terns differ. What we seek here is
to have a Muslim university. Though
most of the Muslims in this country
speak Tamil, the Muslims have
different cultural patterns, and on the
basis of that they seek to have a uni-
versity. This does not mean that we
do not have faith in the Tamils, we
have hundred per cent. faith in them.
We understand them, we have known
them, and known them very well;
and, as I said earlier, the Muslims and
the Tamils of this country, especially
in the North and the East, have lived
together for centuries. But to speak
of the type of curriculum is to raise
a red herring.

There are Members who have held
forth here that it should be what we
call a full-fledged university. Now,
let us not misunderstand the issues.
We are not asking for an academic
university ; we are asking for a cul-
tural university where the cultural
activities, the cultural pattern of the
Muslims in this country, could be pro-
moted and developed. There is no
necessity for us to ask for a full-fledg-
ed university because there is the
Peradeniya University, there is the
Colombo University. So there is no
necessity to ask for an academic uni-
versity. We are only asking for a
cultural university, and the cultural
university that we propose cannot in
any wav be part and parcel of the
Tamil university that is proposed.

Some of my hon. Friends, if I under-
stood them correctly, some of the
Members of the Federal Party, tried
to make out a case for a full-fledged
university where you can have a
Chair for Islam. It is not that

Rew"dm 9535 DedCw

1672
@ef B® woed mafid SAD Semcow EHLS

we are seeking to have. We
are only seeking to have a cultural
university. But, of course, somc of
the Members tried to argue that the
outlook of the university would be
limited. They tried to maintain that
if it is a cultural university its ob-
jectives and outlook will be narrow.
Well, today in Ceylon our system of
education itself is very narrow. You
have the division at the class level
where Tamil children are taught in
the Tamil medium classes, where the
Sinhalese children are taught in the
Sinhalese medium classes, so that
there is already a division at the class
level, a division at the school level.
It does not seem to worry anybody,
but when it comes to the question of
a cultural university for the Muslims
then, of course, it dawns on people
that a cultural university could nar-
row the outlook of the individual.

In a cultural university, while
accepting the difference in commu-
nity, we could also stress on the
oneness of humanity. I just cannot
understand why it cannot be done.
While accepting the difference in
community we can certainly stress
the oneness of humanity, and that
can be done. After all, cultural
universities are not something new ;
culture is not something which we
in Ceylon are trying to propagate
for the first time. Cultural universi-
ties have been there for ages. This
is not a new thing to have a cultural
university for the Muslims. I will
give you one example. We have the
Unani section in the College of Indi-
genous Medicine. The Unani system
of medicine is associated with the
Muslims. In the early days the
Greeks called Arabia Unani, and
from that word you get this Unani
system of medicine which is the
Arabic system of medical treatment.

We have in the College of Indige-
nous Medicine a Unani section and
we are now told that this section is
to be closed down and the students
are to be sent to India. If we have
a cultural university there will be
no necessity for us to come and tie
up this Unani section with the
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College of Indigenous Medicine.
There are various things like that
which one could think of.

Take, for instance, the training of
Moulavis. I do not see any reason
why the training of Moulavis cannot

be done. Moulavis are Arabic
teachers who are appointed to
schools. They can be given a com-

plete and comprehensive training if
we have a cultural university.

Now, there are various aspects to
it. The life, the literature, the prac-
tice, and all those things pertaining
to the Muslim way of life could be
developed if we have a cultural
university. In this connection, may
I also tell the Hon. Minister of
Education that this need was
accepted in principle by the last
Government. Therefore I do not see
any reason why the Minister of
Education should find it difficult to
have this implemented.

The Muslims of this country are
for national integration. At the
same time we are keen that we must
retain our identity. -That is not all.
One way to retain our identity is to
have a cultural university. I do not
see any reason why hon. Members
should mix up this Motion and the
word “ cultural university ” with an
academic university, and why they
should try to interpret a cultural
university as a full-fledged univer-
sity. Make no mistake, we are not
asking for a full-fledged university.
We are only asking for a cultural
university.

I now come to the hon. Member
for Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara-
naike). I think he held a beautiful
brief on behalf of my community.
Of course we all know he also excels
in a very fine art. He made use of
this Motion beautifully, develop=d
the arguments and championed the
cause of the Muslims in such a way
that for a moment T almost felt that
he was more of a Muslim than my-
self. T am thankful to him.
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Of course, he practised the beauti-
ful art of trying to drive a wedge
between the Federal Party and the
Tamil Congress. I think he succeeded
to a very great extent. Up to that
point he needs to be congratulated.
1t is not for me here to speak about
the aspirations and ambitions of the
Tamil Congress or the Federal Party,
but as a Muslim I should like to say
that both parties have always
professed to stand for the rights of
the Muslims of this country, and we
as Muslims will judge them not by
their words but by their actions.
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Question put.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER, having collected
the Voices, declared that the “ Ayes” had
1.

ey »OAC® dcn.
(8. Qurereribuevs)
(Mr. Ponnambalam)
Divide, by name !

0. eu5Y N .
(8- erib. QeenrersCarer)
(Mr. M. Tennakoon)
Nobody said ‘No’.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

There was a dissenting Vote, and

the hon. Member for Jaffna called for
a Division.
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gevl 1ulley Glwifoped ey minT m ALYy er®e s
ulrg. (griuns 30 ; sGA% 1) :

The House voted by name (Ayes, 30 -
Peclined, to Vote 1.), as follows : '
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ELECTRICITY FOR KINNIYA, ETC.
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(8@ apsibiog 9yefl)

(Mr. Mohamed Ali)
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#9480 per :
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“That this House is of opinion that
immediate steps should be taken to pro-
vide Kinniya, the Harbour Villages and
Kantalai with electricity by the provision
of electricity from the sugar plantation
area to Kantalai and from the Navy
establishment to the other two areas.”
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(Mr, Kularatne)
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Question proposed.

30 DD Foad S,
@O%ed wEGe@sIm edme)
(@@mﬁ flLoeor
Y DLDEFRGST LI 71T (@063 sriflusf& )
(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Health)
With regard to the Motion movad
by the hon. Member for Mutur about
providing electricity for Kinniya, the
Harbour Villages and Kantalai, on
behalf of the Hon. Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power, I wish to place
on record that the possibilitias of pro-
viding a supply of electricity to Kin-
niya and the Harbour Villages from
the naval establishment at Trin-
comalee are being investigated. Re-

(cesaa)n
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garding electricity for Kantalai, this
too is under investigation. It is not
possible to provide elecricity from tha
sugar factory at Kantalai since the
factory is not in operation through-
out the year. The scheme is being
investigated so as to include the pro-
vision of a generating plant at Kanta-
lai for providing bulk supply from
the proposed Trincomalee-Kantalai
3.3 kilowatts transmission line which
is expected to be completed by 1968.

2, of B ocdCdmmuend .

(5 s PSR )
(Q@. eraw, Ggg. eff. Q& éveu 5T il &Lb—
armCsFeT o p)

(Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam—Kanke-
santurai)

There is no Quorum.
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House counted, and a Quorum not being

present, the Division Bells were ordered
to be rung.
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Later, a Quorum not being present,
Mg. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned the House,
without Question put, under Standing
Order No. 11.

Adjourned accordingly at
6.45 p.M. until 2 p.M. on Tues-
day, 7th March 1967.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

88 codm @ @ DY 8¢
sSwen DOQeD £r1lmnd

sf flurseré@® Guafawrséd &LUTEASET @O/
sUULLE Fbubswrs erclen GQeug Guydlarg
2ifléens
REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY INTO
OVERPAYMENT OF TEACHERS’ SALARIES

539/67

. ¢WnEFo® ow (297
CzNERR)

(8- a. i gl masib—ar” Q&
Cserienr)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam—Vaddukoddai)

e ¢0Beoxy iy SFd®»e: ()
1948 S8 ®e 80 1957 eS8
Des ¢ Y BB DG ABYS eI
Gé Q& &19¢ 68D sof WE® Ge
e8ren IJe® ndnd S @8SuT
DEDHHC? () erndess =S, &
e ?

B8 yeuwssors Csi. de: ()
1946, gevafl wregs@p@En 1957 QFlQrk
ur rgsSpEn @e Lul L sred UGS
do gySPursens@ CoaQfsawrss sbuers
&6 euIpWSLILIL L & FUOLSSLrE ofsrs S
Gelaugposer pAulssin . @epder
YDVsmsow yar FwilQlurrry ()
yFCpey @er?

asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Will he table the report of the Com-
mittee of Inquiry into Overpayment
of Teachers’ Salaries during the
period January 1946 to September
1957 ? (b) If not, why ?

o @ 3. D Brnam (el ¢ OR)
(Gsorras g 9. eerellpruss—HER
9L EFEFTT)
. (The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Min-
ister of Finance)

(q) ouo. () 60w g’ DHE ccendm
TN B8ew D  LENZH.

DEm06d gRox e 8 BRSO
CBNEN 2.

1967 @&z 6

1682
a3 88nd
(g) Qad. () B sser sx?&rr.rr&aré:
euQurery pulési’ g BEsH. S
@ Osig gypsmsdar Quir or—&
sgos Qaeffuer .

(a) No. (b) This was an inter-
departmental committee of inquiry
and the contents of the report can-
not be divulged.

GRMBS) CRABIBET Gozn EONFIE 31
& 63.6.11 E» ¢dgan E8e
2 Bublergm gieravariy [31
11.6.63 gin Gz Hwus s19 &b

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION’S LETTER NO. GSAD
31 oF 11.6.63

ET Hbvss

540/67

&DENCoa® S,

(B yBrgellmasih)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

8eC qOBeary gy sFd®e: ()
GRS gOszs 885 P D
MO w2 e, 1963 ¥ 11 S E»
gD B3I B 31 cbem C8ed B8Oumed
OQ® @E8unY WMEHDe ? () exndedd
S, & e ?

BRusvéseors Cslr dlgy: (g) sl
wRuGdes sruerd
fé@ el gferow.a.e /31 erer
b Passnbsrem. 1963, gpOar 11 b
sy sgHer Gr@Qurer
D& yeui swidSiursry () y&Cpd

s @uurd . Sar

CasBui L 1L

aer?

asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Will he table a copy of Iletter
No. GSAD 31 of 11th June 1963 sent
by the Director of Education to the
Controller of Establishments ? (b) If
not, why ?

NG DY 2B 3N

(Qsarres UeT | FTILIES )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

(¢) um. (g) S¥edd eerale@xsIn
g G8 @& 98 BEO ernem D
#3e2.

(&) Qodv. (&) @Qerafle YT ETES
B & sor s ensen_Cu BLE@HL gre&
smws sy 50 CuréGars smésdr Qaef
1Jcuduedn s srev.
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(¢) No. (b) Because official cor-
respondence between Government
departments cannot be divulged.

QuMB WCHO «wdW g /Y
Emdbos 64.9.12 Em» ¢é» G8a

SrueTs sLEUUTLL §511éE &aws@EL umGen s

2590 sgiilu 12.9.64 gyib G5 5Hé 19 &1o"

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S LETTER OF 12.9.64 TO
CONTROLLER OF ESTABLISHMENTS

541/67

GSEMEDY 0® e,

(8@ 2B gelliasib)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

9eC @@Bewsy qy s (§)
GeDENCes oz 5HH8E/293/393/
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,g;@m_';u:_}uz;g

asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Will he table a copy of the letter sent
by the Auditor-General on 12th Sep-
tember 1964 in reply to letter No.
558E/293/393/DC of the Controller of
Establishments ? (b) If not, why ?

NG DY BNy

(Qaserres eusrefl priss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

() zum. (q) JSded e¢elm
c®x’nm gmdé B8 pd&ébh O HBESD
e Bes.

(o) @od». () aCerafler oyrerms
S saermasens@aL Cu  pLEGHD YT
&HLDS  Slg S Curs@eaur s Z&ScT Qaedl
w9 _wQuiedr g srev.

(a) No. (b) Because official corres-

pondence  between  Government
departments cannot be divulged.
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