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DAMBARA-MILLEWA ROAD, HORANA

4, & ethREHE 88280 w. (S5¥®
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30)

(B . QFriisr R Peuit ger—B (. TG
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Ratnasiri Wickramanayake—
Horana)

Sed OB, muend oo 8¢E sy ed @
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications :
(e) Is he aware that a bus service
operates on the Dambara-Millewa
Road in the Horana electorate ?
(b) Is he aware that only a section
of this road has been tarred?
(c) Will he, therefore, take early
steps to tar the remaining section of
this road ?

Bewidm 0535 9e3DC®

176
28m B

SebcsenE c@sY &ed Do, (Sbecd 218,
meE o 958 wedwe q@ded
S EEedsy ) o D)

(Bl flgure QLpeRTLy-Gv— 9 T & T EI%&
s @Cad, sLTe® sHEL CuUréGerss
oyenLod & ifler LT T T EGLDGT D& ST SiM&)

(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Parliamens
tary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunications)
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

988 ®8w mdad g WS 488
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ed¢ ?

mndesey B3ocTEs IR
(@upsseller e oy&@rreeart feui E6rr )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Question No. 5.

ORI can.
(8. Qubyevrern)
(Mr. Imbulana)

.I should like to have two weeks’
time to answer this Question.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behaif
of Mr. Ratnasiri Wickramanayake)

cx9as @O@Becesy iy & ®w: (§)
exnden FESTOBMDO I 20982
e 8® weon eI Wcd AD OP@
ey me ? () @@ 0GR 9ExSed
D 20gy 9Wesy NDERO P
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asked the Minister of Health: (a) Is
he aware that tenders have been
called for the construction of a new
ward for the Horana hospital?
(b) Will he take steps to expedite
the construction work of this ward ?

ad 98. 8. 98. B (cwaas
G OR)

(Qsorrar orib. 1o, ord. QUGN HaT—3 &I
STT eLns&Fir)

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—
Minister of Health)

(¢) Yes. I would add that in all
cases where work had not started, I
wanted to review the need for each
institution and make a decision.
This was one of those cases. (b) I
have reviewed the position regard-
ing Horana and I find that there is
a well-equipped operating theatre in
Panadura, which is about 12 miles
from Horana, and an equally good
theatre in Kalutara, which is about
16 miles from Horana. I cannot,
therefore, give the operating theatre
at Horana a high priority. This will
be taken up in due course in accor-
dance with the priorities recom-
mended by the co-ordinating
committees.
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8éeed DS e,

(8. Hrlssar)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

Is the Hon. Minister aware that
the Question of the hon. Member is
not in regard to an operating theatre
but in regard to a ward ?

aé 8. 8. 98, Lwdd»
(Qserres erib. 1o. erd. eQuieul Ger)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

He has made a mistake in the
Question. If I answered the Ques-
tion in that form, he would have
thought that I was dodging the
issue.

MOy Bowdss LenBSHRH
{'@j@a}&mﬁsér oL oE&@ETTFRTT 9oulSeT)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Question No. 10.

20, 22. 90. »EsN VS & cn.
(g@=d2n OBy 8 Ce®nY )
eC M)

(@t erib, er&. erib. pule) wiflssri—
55
&M&)

(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikkar—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)

I want two weeks’ time to answer
that Question.

Y& Fifler  Lrrreswearps  &riflu

oY%y o,

(Sm. Qserier)
(Mzr. Keuneman)

Can you not get the departments
to answer these Questions ?

@iﬁi‘@ @%ﬁ)-@@cﬂv ﬁ)agﬁz
FenLl 9 6Veus)

BusinNess or THE Housk

o5 8. 8. ¢ 8D (928, 288w
o BeCAC OB om 888 53¢329) )

(Qserres &. (9. 19- o eur—asrenf], B
ur&ar, terehans SYDUDEF LD FemLi AP S
QLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de_Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and P
. ower and Leader

I move,

“That the proceedings on it
Public Business appearing on tlfén Pilpgi
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be exempted at this day’s sitfing irom
the provisions of Standing Order No. 8.

g ma 6088 @ém Ce.
@ 6165 BwbuLGUDHDI.

Question proposed.

@B DnY. . evedd
(s@r & erer. erib. QuCror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why ?

aé 8. 8. ¢ BT
(Ozsorrey &. 1F. 15 Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Because we want to get through
Government Business this week.

e 5O @,

(8. Qaerier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Why ? What is the hurry ?

Ofed. 8. Vused ST NN e,
(Sp. erly. . L wew LT TTprilsEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

What is the indecent hurry ?

o 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Osorras &. 1F. g Sovar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Government feels that two
days are enough for this Bill.

¢ Gl BS82ERH Own.
(8. g CQerwevr & geiser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

You normally discuss these
matters with the leaders of parties.

& 8. 8. ¢ B8BCD:
(Qzorrey 8. . 5 Hoar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
We have done so.

‘gl 5. . cveds
(ser G erar. erb. QuUCrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No.

Rewldn 8535 DeADC®
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78 P& dEed wOER

e B»OBY @,

(5w, Gaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

We had no information.

o 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qzorres &. (F. n. Gevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Between Whip and Whip.

e cenRes B8VIRD Dwn.

(Bs. 19 Qerdevr @pfarger)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

No; I have not been informed.
There was no discussion. In fact,
the Hon. Speaker promised——

o 8. 8. ¢ &ED

(Qaorrey &. (. 19 Sevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Between Whip and Whip.

¢ et HSVERD e,

(8. 9 Qerdevr &peirser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

We have been taken unawares.

&, oo, 247

SHHOBY D,

(8. Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I wish to register a very strong
protest at the questionable tactics
that the Government is adopting
both inside and outside this House
in regard to this Bill. I wish to say
that the Government is treating the
Opposition and therefore a part of
this House in a thoroughly cavalier
manner by introducing this Motion.

0 o5y eq) Ew8n® (S¥ecd 9.8,
ol w 866 uedw §9B)

(Qaorres  QurenCL @ gudléri—or
ermss sUOCady, sure, sp80 Corss
VTS F YIDEFIT)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme—
Minister of Public Works, Posts and
Telecommunications)

Not at all.
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o5y Do,

(8. Qaerier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

If you will wait a minute you will
realize it. I am very sorry that Mr.
Speaker is not able to be with us. I
do not know whether you, Mr.
Chairman, were present on Thurs-
day the 16th instant when this
matter was raised in the House. May
I refresh your mind as to what took
place ?

I refer to column 3617 of HANSARD,
Volume 62, No. 12, of 16t
September 1965. The hon. Member
for Yatiyantota inquired of the
Government at Adjournment—inci-
dentally this was the day on which
we completed the Third Reading of
the Appropriation Bill—what the
Business of the House would be on
the 21st. The Hon. C. P. de Silva then
said :

“The first thing we will take up will
be the Excess Votes.”

Yesterday, the Minister of State
moved the suspension of Standing
Orders to take up the Excess Votes,
but having moved the Motion that
the House do go into Committee, he
did not proceed with it ; instead, he
decided to proceed with the present
Bill to grant compensation 1o
foreign-owned petroleum companies.

Then the Hon. C. P. de Silva said :

“1 intend suspending Standing Orders
and moving that a Committee of the
whole House consider the Excess Votes.
The second item will be the
Ceylon Petroleum (Foreign Claims)
Compensation Bill.”

Then I asked, “ How many days ?”
and an hon. Member said, “21st to
94th.” Mr. C. P. de Silva stated :

“Not for that Bill alone. There are a
number of other items to be taken up and
we are sitting four days. On the last
day, that is, 24th Friday, we intend to
adjourn till the 2nd of November.”

Then I said :

“May I suggest that the number of
days to be devoted to the Petroleum Com-
pensation Bill be increased ? ”

The Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa re-
marked :

“Two days are more than enough.”
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I know he has a rather special per-
sonal interest in having the Bill
passed as quickly as possible. Then
I said: :

“Tt might be enough for the Minister.
This is a matter we should discuss and I
must say that two days are grossly
inadequate.”

Then I go on to say,

“The Government proposes not to sit
till November. We have not taken up
Private Members’ Motions notice of which
has been given some time ago. May I
suggest that both these questions be
decided after a discussion among the
leaders of parties and a final announce-
ment made next week ?”

That was the proposal made by me
on behalf of the Opposition, with the
authority of the entire Opposition.
Then I remember, though it is not
included in the Hansarp, the Hon.
Prime Minister nodded agreement.
Unfortunately, the Hansarp does not
record nods but only spoken words.
I do not know whether we should
have a special Reporter to record
the nods of Prime Ministerial heads.

aé QY BDdewwy
(Qzorres oE&SSoul @HGIT)
(An hon. Member)

How
wardene ?

about Vivienne Goone-

eI D,

(8qp. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Speaker then chose to inter-
vene and said this:

“1 think it is always best to discuss
these things.

Hon. Members, may I take this oppor-
tunity to_thank you for the tremendous
co-operation you have extended to me.
Your unstinted co-operation made my
work very easy, and the Debate too was
kept at a very high standard because of
that. I would be very thankful to the
leaders of parties if, even in the future,
they come to my Chamber and arrange
the work, as they have done in this in-
stance, for it would aid in the smooth
conduct of the business of the House. ”’—
[OrriciaL RrprorT, 16th September, 1965 ;
Vol. 62, c. 3619.] p
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That was the view of Mr. Speaker
in regard to this question. But what
happened ?

We naturally expected that either
Mr. Speaker on his own initiative
would summon a meeting or that the
Government on their initiative,
would discuss with the Opposition the
question of the time that would be
taken over this very important Bill.
I will deal with the importance of the
Rill in relation to the time factor in

a moment.

a4 e@sYedq Ewdn®

(Quorsou Quorar G el &TLD)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

The Leader of the Opposition is not
here.

e 5Y Sch.

(8. Qe erLoer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Chief Whip of the Opposition
is here. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion—that is another matter, Sir,—
is at the moment appearing in an
election case against her. I do not
know whether they have chosen to
move this Motion especially today
with that knowledge.

b 57 B&

(Qsorron S s Eari&6r)
(Hon. Members)

Ha! Ha!

afef, ad. Desed DD b N s
(B erlt. Q. L6 LIGRTL T BTUIGE )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The case is going on today. She has
to be there by order of the court.

e 55y &co.

(5m. Oaaricer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

The case is proceeding. That is by
the way. She has to be there by order
of the court. My hon. Friends cannot
hope to get away with it by raising
red herrings.—[Interruption].

Bewddm 0535 9eIVCH
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aé @5 Hodewwy
(Qaorra ojmss ol DB )
(An hon. Member)

Green herrings.

EO»OBY Dca.

(D5, Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I must say, I do not blame
Mr. Speaker. The arrangement of
the Business of the House is, in the
first instance, the responsibility of the
Government and the Leader of the
House, who is not so often present, if
I may mention it. One would have
expected the Government, through
the usual channels, in view of the
fact that the Opposition nad stated
that two days would be grossly in-
adequate for this Debate, to have en-
tered into consultations with the
Opposition in order to arrive at some
rutual settlement of the question.
On the contrary, the Government, if
it felt that it was unable to do so,
could have asked Mr. Speaker to in-
tervene and use his good offices in
order to bring about a settlement. On
this occasion this has not been done.

In view of a number of things the
Government is doing in relation to
illegal payments of compensation to
these foreign-owned oil companies
outside this House, no one can blame
us if we see somewhat sinister impli-
cations in this curious conduct of the
Government. ;

You will recall that this House, in
the last Parliament in 1961, adopted
the Act to set up the Ceylon Petro-
leum Corporation and the Debate on
il was spread over many days. The
setting up of a Ceylon Petroleum Cor-
poration was a very important act.

I wish to point out—[Interrup-
tion]. If my hon. Friends do not
have the intelligence to know what
we are talking about I am unable to
help them. I am addressing myself
to you. The rules of this House re-
quire that I address you and not
certain Members opposite who may
be lacking in the necessary mental
qualifications to debate the issue. I
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am speaking on the Motion of the
Hon. Leader of the House that Stand-
ing Order No. 8 should be suspended
in relation to Item 1 appearing in the
Order Paper, in order to convince the
House that they should not agree to
the Motion of the Hon. Leader of the
House. I hope that matter is clear
enough even to the Hon. Ministers
opposite who are not quite sure what
we are talking about.

I return to the fact that when it
came to debating that Bill, even
though there were many interests in-
volved and even though—may 1 re-
mind hon. Members—there was an
Emergency and a curfew at that
time, the fullest and longest discus-
sion was allowed, and the House met
on several days to consider that Bill
not only in the Second Reading but

also in the Committee stage. And
many Members including many
Members opposite, several Hon.

Ministers—the Minister of Industries
and Fisheries, the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunica-
tions, and others—spoke very fully
on the question. The hon. Member
for Wattala (Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
distinguished himself by speaking
often, almost as often as I do, on that
occasion.

If that was the situation why do
my hon. Friends want to rush this
Bill through now ? Why do they
want to put the House to the position
of sitting all night or till the early
hours of tomorrow morning in order
to put through a Bill, the only pur-
pose of which is to give retroactive
sanction to some illegality that they
have committed in the course of an
agreement they have entered into
with the oil companies ?

I want to point out that it has not
yet been established by the Hon.
Leader of the House that there is any
special urgency to ask the House to
depart from its wusual Standing
Orders in respect of the conduct of
Business as far as this matter is con-
cerned. I can understand my hon.
Friends moving the suspension of
Standing Order No. 8 yesterday in
respect of the Excess Votes; they
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have to be finally sanctioned by this
House before the completion of the
financial year and, therefore, there is
a question of urgency. And if my
hon. Friends decided to take up the
Excess Votes before the completic
of the financial year, that is under-
standable. And we did not protest be-
cause we did not think it was
necessary to do so. In that case the
Public Accounts Committee had
made a full report. There are
several urgent and important ques-
tions involved as will be revealed
when the matters are debated in
Committee. But we were ready
to co-operate with the Govern-
ment. In fact we did not ask that
the Government must not proceed
with the discussion of the Excess
Votes. If they wanted to discuss the
item we were ready. I must say I
was ready with a long speech on that
question. I know the Chairman of
the Public Accounts Committee, the:
hon, Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa), also had some
important questions concerning the
rights and authority of the House,
and of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee, to be placed before us for
consideration.

The Government did not take that
course of action. They moved the
suspension of Standing Order No. 24,
and in one minute they passed on to
the next subject. Is that responsible
conduct ?  Apparently they do not
care if the Excess Votes are not
passed before the end of the financial
year. That is not an urgent matter,
but retroactive sanction for some
illegality of theirs is a matter of
urgency !

oAd. @d. deed AT Mz Oc,
(B. eris. DT L_tiew usa'an__n'ﬂ"m‘n"u_:é&‘}
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

They must pay America,

CWDHO5Y Scm.

( ,@@ Gseariner )
(Mr. Keuneman)

I do not know. As the hon, Member

for Dompe seems to think, America
might be putting the screw on and
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twisting the Government’s arm an.d
asking for the urgent passing of this
Bill. If so let the Government tell

us.

ofes, ad. Desed DS NdBNGD .
(8@ eru. ST L_HIGW LIGRTL_T T BTUl&ES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Hickenlooper might get angry.

eHOsY D,

(B Oserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Are they caught in Hickenlooper’s
loop ? Let us know these things.

I raise this question because I
think it is not correct and proper
conduct on the part of the Govern-
ment. I want to say that there is no
urgency as far as the Bill is con-
cerned. I do not want to discuss the
merits of the Bill now—that is a
matter to be dealt with during the
course of the Debate—but I want to
address my mind to the question of
urgency in regard to this matter.

Sir, in terms of the agreement
certain payments are to be made to
Shell, ESSO and Caltex over a
period of five years in annual pay-
ments. The first payment has
already been made—[Interruption].
No; I am speaking on the urgency.
The first payment has already been
made and the next payment does not
fall due till 1965. So, I feel, there
is no urgency in passing this Bill
tonight because there is no question
of financial regulations being in-
volved. There is no question of any
urgency in regard to the matter.

S Desey BoiTEn eSSBS
(Genésaflar o1 oy&@rreeri gjaiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Is it in regard to the Motion ?

SO Scw.

(8. Qaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It is in regard to the Motion that
I am arguing that there is no
urgency to justify the suspension of
Standing Order No. 8.
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(gRmBm o Bt B DOwD EEAG
& @8)
(Qsorres . erd. . @. FHALOSTOE—

SRal, SITEFFTT Hausrsr YenLn&sFi)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)

Let the House decide.

DO .

(Bm. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I say that the suspension of Stand-
ing Order No. 8 must not be done in
this cavalier and irresponsible
manner.—[Interruption].  That is
my opinion ; that has always been
my opinion. I think that there is a
good case for revising Standing
Orders but not for the arbitrary use
of Standing Order No. 8; it will, in
fact, be very useful if the Govern-
ment carry on the practice of con-
sulting the Opposition in regard to
the suspension of Standing Order
No. 8 in all important matters which
are of a controversial nature—
[Interruption]. Now, that will not
distract me from the point that T was
stressing that there is no urgency
because the second payment is not to
be made till next year. So what is
this special urgency ? At one time
I formed the impression that my
Hon. Friend is extremely worried.
Sir, I notice that my Hon. Friend, the
Minister of Nationalized Services
and Sports, is somewhat vociferous
on the matter. I quite understand
his feelings; I understand his con-
cern in the matter. I am aware that
a case has been filed in the Magis-
trate’s Court, Colombo, against my
Hon. Friend the Minister and certain
officers of the Petroleum Corporation
in which it is alleged that they have
committed some offences against the
provisions of the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation Act of 1961, and asking
that legal penalities for these
alleged offences should be imposed
against the Hon. Minister and these
officials. Even in regard to that
matter I am not discussing the rights
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and wrongs of the case; it is not
correct. Even in this matter the
Government has taken all the neces-
sary steps to quash that motion by
interfering in the judicial process by
instructing the Atorney-General to
intervene in the matter.

efed. g8, Awed LT Ndrnsm O,
(S et gyi. Lwen L rrpruss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Shame !

WY .

(ﬁ@ @z evr o6 )
(Mr. Keuneman)

This Government speaks a great
deal about its abhorrence of retroac-
tive legislation, the misuse of the
Attorney-General to stop a private
plaint, and so on and so forth. But
I notice that they are doing
exactly the same thing here. That is
by the way. Even if the intention of
the Government in resorting to this
procedure of suspending Standing
Order No. 8 was to help the Minister
of Nationalized Services and Sports
to get out of the prosecution that has
been laid against him by way of a
private plaint in the Magistrate’s
Court of Colombo, there is no need
for this procedure now as they seem
to have found another procedure to
pervert the normal process of law to
allow the action against the Minister
to be quashed. Even from that point
of view there is no urgency. Then,
I am asking, why should this House
be called upon to go through this
extraordinary procedure regarding
the suspension of Standing Order
No. 87

Now, I want to draw your atten-
tion to yet another aspect of the
matter. We have two more days. If
my hon. Friends have no patience
but only too much enthusiasm may
I suggest that they go and dissipate
it somewhere else ?

ofes, l':T-.‘:IB. Desed DT NN D,
(Bm. el Q. L wew LWL rTpriss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Usual channels.
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GBS D,

(8. Qsearer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am trying to address my re-
marks to you, Sir. It is very diffi-
cult to function at several levels—to
appeal to the reason of such an
exalted personality as yourself and
then have to descend suddenly to the
level of some of the hon. Members
on the backbenches on the other
side. It is a part of the cross we
have to bear.

Anyway, Sir, I want to draw your
attention to another aspect of this
matter. The Government informed
us—I quoted the relevant remark of
the Hon. Leader of the House—that
it does not want to sit in October. I
do not see why it should not sit in
October. If they want to dispose of
this Bill let us do so. We have a
whole week ahead of us. We are
due to meet, under Standing Orders,
again on the 5th of October, that is
next week. It is true we have had
o pretty gruelling time in the Com-
mittee stage of the Budget. But if
it is the intention of the Government
to get the Business of the House
through, giving the best opport-
unity to all sections of the House to
ventilate their opinions in an un-
hurried way so that they could bring
their minds to bear on important
legislation, then there are plenty of
opportunities for my hon. Friends to
see that this Bill and any other Bills
they are interested in are disposed of
in quite a short time.

I read in the newspapers—my hon.
Friends do not always disown what
is stated in the “ Daily News” and
other Lake House papers—that my
hon. Friends are very anxious to get
through the Bribery (Amendment)
Bill. If that is the case—they tabled
the Bill yesterday—they could have
asked us for special permission and
we would have taken it up.

I notice that it was only after the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya had
given notice in the newspapers that
he intended to bring the same Bill as:
a private Bill my hon. Friends got
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very agitated and tabled the BilL
Now that it is tabled, and if it is an
urgent matter—it is not a contro-
versial matter between the two sides
of the House—we could have easily
come to some arrangement and seen
4o it that the Bill went through with
all its consequences to the persons
who had been found guilty of bribery
and corruption by the Thalgoda-
pitiya Commission.

So, Sir, there are plenty of opportu-
nities for having an unhurried and
serious discussion of it. There are a
number of questions involved. One
of the items of this Bill is that the
Government——

2mdeNesey, Bowids BensBRS

(Gupssallar ou oyEBrreart gjeirser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The hon. Member will realize that
we cannot go on like this.

SOy Dn.

{8 Q& erLoedr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Why not, Sir? I am not out of
Order ?

2f e, fpa& Dcsed DD NG Des.
(8. erls. gy, Lwow LIGTL_T T T UGS )
{Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Withdraw the Motion.

o5 .
(8. Qs earLoer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Am I out of Order, Sir? I am
sorry, Mr. Deputy Chairman—
[Interruption].

fef. @8, Veoed DLW NOBNwD .
(Bm. el . Lwew LG LT T pTi&ES)
{Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We want to debate the Motion.

wh8e 957, @®. cuedd

(sorfE erar. erib. QUCTrrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Do you have a new kind of
procedure, Sir ? What did they do
when we had a Motion like this ?
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Ofed. 8. Desed DL DSENGI Ded.
(B erll. Qi Lwew LIGHTL_T T BTIIEE )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We also like to be heard.

o5 D,

( IQ@ Q@ erinar )

(Mr. Keuneman)

Am I out of Order, Sir? If I am
out of Order please inform me as to
how I am out of Order. I am speak-
ing on a Motion and all my argu-
ments are directed towards the
central point of convincing this House
that it should not accept the Motion
that has been introduced in this way,
a steam-roller Motion of the Hon.
Leader of the House. We do not
want to be “ steam-rollered ” like this.
Naturally, we are indignant. We can
allow our indignation to explode in
one violent explosion, but that would
not be very favourable to the House.
So we would rather let off our steam
quietly, logically and patiently and
in a way in which all Members can
use their intellects instead of their
emotions ; at least, all Members who
have intellects can use them rather
than draw on any emotions in order
to decide whether there is any justi-
fication for this procedure which the
Hon. Leader of the House wants us
to adopt.

Now, Sir, I would have been able
to finish much earlier if my hon.
Friends did not make these inter-
ruptions. I do not object to inter-
ruptions at all. I welcome them and
if any clarification is needed on any
matter or if my assistance is needed
in understanding any problems, I
would be very glad to oblige to the
best of my ability.

I tried to understand this from all
points of view ; I tried to find out the
reason for this; I could see nothing.
That is why I asked the Hon. Leader
of the House the reasons for the
hurry. And why are they trying to
use their steam-roller to ram a sus-
pension of Standing Order 8 down
the throats of hon. Members of this
House in this particular manner ?
The Hon. Leader of the House did
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not answer that. He does not seem
to know himself what is going on.
Perhaps someone else is pulling the
strings from behind or from the side.
Someone else seems to be running
the show. But we have not had the
good fortune to have this clarified.

There are many Bills, Sir. For
instance, there is the Finance Bill.
Of course, in the Finance (Special
Provisions) Bill that has been
presented, there are no proposals
that would bring in one cent to
revenue. If there had been some
proposal where there was some
urgency we could have considered it.
But the Finance Bill has not been
touched, the Bribery Bill has been
left aside, and they give high priority
and wish to rush through this Bill to
pay compensation to foreign com-
panies !

My Friends seem to have the im-
pression that we are trying to filibus-
ter. What do we gain by that ? We
do not gain anything. But we have
a lot to say on this Bill because we
think the Government is acting in an
outrageous, anti-national way, and it
is necessary to use all our skill and
all the resources at our command to
convince the House if we can—we
have some doubt about their mental
powers—and certainly the country,
that the Government intends to take
and has taken a step which is con-
trary to the national interest, which
is a breach of the law of the land,
and which is part of the whole policy
of its sell-out to U. S. imperialism.

All that we will discuss when we
come to the substantive Motion. But
I do not understand why they want
to rush matters through. There are
a number of important questions
that have to be discussed. My good
Friend, the Hon. Minister of State
and Acting Minister of Finance,
raised some questions as to whether
it is correct for the payment to be
made in foreign currency or not.
Obviously these are matters on which
we would like to express our views.
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(@pssaflar e gys@Qrreari ojersar)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

These are matters you can deal
with on the Bill itself.

GNPV EY Desa.

(Bm. Qserier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Will you please bear with me until
I finish. Mr. Deputy Chairman, I
have been a Member of this House
for a number of years and I am quite
aware of the rules of this House. If I
transgress any Standing Orders,
kindly bring it to my attention and
I will immediately apologize.

I am only saying that there are a
number of detailed questions which
require careful consideration. Can
we debate them at one or two in the
morning in a tired House ? Will we
be able to bring our minds to bear
on such matters at that hour of the
night ? There are matters of a tech-
nical and legal nature which the
House requires sufficient time to
consider. That is why I want to
register my very strong protest
against this procedure.

I think the Government should
withdraw the Motion. Let them
withdraw the Motion and do what
they should have done under the
circumstances. Let them discuss
with the Opposition on how long this
Debate is likely to last. The Opposi-
tion had authorized me to draw the
Speaker’s attention to the fact that
two days for such a Debate would be
grossly inadequate, and I did so
on behalf of the Opposition.
Mr. Speaker himself, intervening,
thanked the Members for their co-
operation,

I am proposing to my Hon. Friend
to arrange to meet you in Chambers
at 4 o’clock, the usual time, and that
we discuss this question. I think I
have the authority to speak on be-
half of all other groups of the
Opposition as well.
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ad 68 @8, SweddA®
(Qoerres G, eywiall G )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Will you cease fire ?

eDMOBY V.

(8. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Are you withdrawing the Motion ?

B Oy Xcstddn @en.

(8q5. Qagedp per QuABaD)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
No.

@ »HOsY Dca.

(8. Q) z e LoeoT )

(Mr. Keuneman)

Then I will go on with my speech—
[Interruption]. May I propose to my
Hon. Friend, the Minister of National-
ized Services, that he reserve his
defence for the courts. We are not
in a position to pass judgement on
those legalities here. Let us leave
that to the courts.

ad 8. J. gamgs (dmuz owd
& O5)
(Ozorray off, ar. 55 5 5TFE—C G

Cramar yan&ar)

(The Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa—Minister
of Nationalized Services)

You are exploiting a situation.

e®»OsY .
(B5. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Not at all. My Hon. Friend, the
Minister of Nationalized Services,
accuses me of trying to exploit a
situation. I wish he would tell me
what that situation is.

o BHBCE

(Oserres sagsrs)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
You know it; I know it.

‘@mm@m" Dcs.
(8. Qsarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

He wants me to fathom the dark-
nesses of his mind. All the torches
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and illuminations of this country will
not be able to make much progress in
that direction.

GG BOHVICHES

(Qzarrer &&555TF )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
You are not so incapable.

eV Sch.
(Ba. Qaerivar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I will require high explosives to be
able to get anywhere near it.

& OB
(Qsorrey sFags5Ts)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

You have gone through the mill
twice.

OB .

(B Qaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I have gone through the mill seve-
ral times, and I am still here. I have
never been charged in a court for
breaking the law—[Interruption.]
The Hon. Minister of Nationalized
Services is making a terrible accusa-
tion against me. I want to make a per-
sonal explanation. I have never been
charged in a court either in this
country or abroad for having flouted
a law for which I voted in this House.
I respect the laws for which I vote ;
I even obey the laws which I do not
respect. My Hon. Friend voted for
this law, his party voted for it, though
he voted against it in the municipal
council. And then he goes and breaks
the law for which he voted.

MSenesey, BolEs NSRS
(@@é&mﬂs&r o U a&@rrEeri i s )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
You are outside the point.

D HO5Y .

(B . Caarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am a Member of this House. My
honour is at stake. Maybe, you do not
take him seriously. But he is a Min-
ister of the Crown. I must take him
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seriously. Whatever inanities he
utters here go down on record as
considered statements of a Minister of
the Government. Therefore, as a
Member of this House I must safe-
guard not only my honour, but the
honour of this House—[Interruption].
He wants to go into my political his-
tory of 15 years. I am quite ready to
go into my political history. But that
is not relevant here. I like to be
relevant.

I wanif to protest against this
Motion with all the force at my com-
mand. I do so on behalf of the other
sections of the Opposition as well, for
I know that my hon. Friends of the
Opposition also take this very
seriously.

The Hon. Speaker spoke about the
fact that co-operation in the conduct
of Business between the Government
and the Opposition is a necessary
feature. All the newspapers and the
Hon. Speaker himself spoke very
warmly regarding the way in which
the conduct of Business was
transacted in relation to the Budget
Debate. That is because we went on
the basis of co-operation, on the basis
that both sides were trying to accom-
modate each other’s interests. That
is the only way in which this House
can work. I know there are certain
matters on which there are differences
of opinion, sharp differences of opi-
nion, betwean the Government and
the Opposition. But it is not for the
Government to decide what those
issues are. It is for the Opposition 'to
decide which are the matters on
which there is a clash of opinion
between the Government and the
Opposition and on which it requires
sufficient time to deliberate.

I see my hon. Friends in the Front
Bench opposite are having a high-
level discussion. I am ready to pause
for a moment if they are going to
withdraw the Motion.

I appeal to the Government not to
think that they will lose face if they
withdraw this Motion; on the
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contrary they will be upholding the
honour of this House. Co-operation
begets co-operation, and I would tell
the Government that if they do not
co-operate with us, they cannot
expect co-operation from us. Are
you going to deny us your cCoO-
operation because you are interested
in saving a Minister or because you
are afraid of Mr. Hickenlooper or
because the Government of the
United States is twisting your arm ?
If that is so, tell us and we will see
whether we can come to your rescue.

The Government in introducing
this Motion is only trying to strike
a blow at the co-operation that was
extended in regard to the work of
this House during the Budget Debate
and about which Mr. Speaker spoke
so warmly. I am sorry that Mr.
Speaker is not here.

I do not know whether it is proper
for me to make a suggestion to you,
Mr. Deputy Chairman, but may I
venture to suggest to you, as the
person in charge of the honour of the
House at the moment, that, following
the wise and eminent policies of
Mr. Speaker, you yourself indicate to
this recalcitrant Government that it
would be better if they acceded to
our very modest, very reasonable and
very proper request; otherwise, let
it be noted that in the matter of
saving a Minister and giving undue
compensation to foreign oil com-
panies the Government was prepared
to ride roughshod over the rights of
Members on one side of this House
and of the House itself.

Let it not be thought that I propose
to go on interminably. That is not
so. I have said what I have got to
say. In deciding whether we are
going on till 3 o’clock tomorrow
morning or 8 o’clock tonight, let not
the Government sever the basis of
co-operation between the two sides

of the House in the conduct of its
Business.

If they are going to take that
decision, let them do so deliberately
and with the full knowledge of the
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situation. Otherwise the Government
can well withdraw the Motion now,
and we can meet in Mr. Speaker’s
chambers at 4 o’clock or any other
time suitable to the Government this
afternoon and come to some
agreement.

o B. 8. & 8
(Qzerras &. 7. 19. Seveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

rose—

D8N ctnlBen O (cen ened)

(8. Quie Gerdenwr—Osrapibs
Asp@ omssser)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

rose—

OB ©cs.

(Bm. Gaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Is the Hon. Leader of the House
intervening or is he replying ?

2fed, @&, Resed DET N S,
(B, erls. Qyf. 1_wieh LTl _mrprilss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Debate on the Motion is not
concluded, even if the Hon. Leader
is replying. There are other Members
to speak.

eDO5Y D,

(Bp. Qseriner)
(Mr. Keuneman) -

Then I regard this as an interven-
tion on the part of the Hon. Leader
of the House.

@& 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qserroy &. (F. 19 Goveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I am not replying. I only want to
say, as I said earlier, that we want
to get through this work this week,
but as hon. Members of the Opposi-
tion feel so strongly about this matter
and as we like to co-operate, I move
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to withdraw the Motion. But I must

say that, if it is necessary, we will

introduce a Motion later.

sle Y. 1@, eseld

(soor fl Gl eresr. erib. QuGromr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Shall we discuss this at 4 o’clock ?

a& 8. 8. ¢ &S
(Qserras &. 1F. 5. Govaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Yes.

adsnd ctnBesn S,

(Bm. Quiey’ Qsmiisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In the light of the Hon. Leader’s
decision, I have no submission to
make.

e 5Y e

(8. Qaarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I do not intend to continue my
speech.

gOud 0&m (&R owidmnd o
oz 1 G2

Gou2mr o gnioSuyicsr amuad GupULCLg.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Gz ABS evE D8 (Beddhm
HTV & ®) s eIy
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ged

Carflaamsser) pli #Q wCersr
CeyLON PETROLEUM (FoREIGN CLAIMS)
COMPENSATION BILL
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Bésiu@uons ”  [Qseries Gg. @i, sweudtser).

ey, WBeamGd 66 HuwioGumnm .

Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[21st September.]

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time ”.—[Hon. J. R. Jayewardene.]

Question again proposed.
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House counted, and a Quorum not

being present, the Division Bells were
ordered to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present—
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(Gapdsofler e o&6rrseari e &er)

(Mz. Deputy-Chairman of Committees)

Ovder, please! Will the Hon.
Leader of the House move that the
Appointed Member, Sir Razik Fareed
do take the Chair at 4.30 p.M.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8

Gaarrar &. 19, 9. Beoveur)

(The Hon. . P. de Silvaj

1L move,

_“That the Appointed Member, Sir
nazik Fareed, O.3.E., do take the Chair at
430 p.n,

o ma 80u» G wmudom e,
e NBesLiu B FHLECETE et L g,
&uestion put, and agreed fto.
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(Mr. Deputy-Chairman of Committees)

The Sitting is now suspended till
430 pmM. On resumption, the
Appointed Member, Sir Razik Fareed,
will take the Chair.

480 40 anmece MmemEnd gw SZIW
G2y, g. . 4300, sw @D Cf s SO0
4B fo8Rew umuBw dewzsy DM VO
2m C8.

@saruyg. Hwoiey Ul U 4.30
BaygsillG Bemdn 4T LOLILOT WD i
;@ ulg, 3.7, [Buwen oisdgail  5%vern
snaE@@n.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 4.30

p.vi. and then resumed SIR RAZIK I"AREED,
O.B.E., [ArPoINTED MEMBER] 7 the Chair.
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Sir, if I was slow to get on my feet,
it was because I was asleep under the
spate of irrelevancies that we had to
listen to from about two o’clock. I
propose now to deal with the many
arguments based on misconceptions,
mis-statements of fact, and incorrect
interpretation of the Act.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) yesterday stated
that the companies had deliberately
delayed proceedings for the determi-
nation of their claims. After the Act
of 1961 had become law, the first vest-
ing took place between April and
June 1962, when 20 to 30 per cent. of
the companies’ petroleum facilities
was vested—only 20 to 30 per cent.
This will be important when I come
to the question of valuation. It took

Vernon Jonklaas—Appointed
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the chairman seven months to call
upon the companies to make their
claims under Section 44 of the Act.
Now, that delay was a disgraceful
delay. The companies submitted
their claims within one month. There-
after the chairman took a further six
months before he acted under
Section 45.

Section 45 requires the chairman,
first, to submit to the companies a
condition report of all property
vested, and give them also a copy of
the valuation or assessment of the
properties vested, and then to call
upon the companies to file objections
together with all documents relating
to their objections. The hon. Member
for Yatiyantota severely criticized
the companies for not giving a break-
down of their objections. I think it
will be relevant for me to call his
attention to what the companies were
called upon to do by Section 45. All
that the companies had to do was to
furnish to the corporation a written
statement setting out whether or not
they agreed with the report referred
to, that is, the condition report, and
the assessment referred to in the pre-
ceding paragraph, and, if they did not
agree, any objections that they may
have together with the grounds for
those objections. There was no obli-
gatiou on the claimants to give any
other information to the corporation.
The criticism is based on a complete
misinterpretation of the provisions of
of that section.

Then, for the first time, a compen-
sation tribunal was convened on the
2nd of November 1963, seventeen
months after the first vesting; and
yvet the Opposition blames the clai-
mants for delay. The companies sub-
mitted every document, every objec-
tion within the time specified ; yet
this delay takes place.

Now we come to an extraordinary
action on the part of the chairman
of the corporation. He submitted to
this tribunal that had been convened
only 80 of the cases on which claims
had heen made. Again I think it is
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necessary to call attention to the re-
levant section—Section 46 (1)—
which reads as follows :

“The Chairman of the Corporaticn shall

refer to the Compensation Tribunal......
all claims made to such compensation..”

There was no question of any dis-
cretion in the chairman. Yet the
chairman did not submit all claims
but submitted only 80 claims. To this
the lawyers appearing for the com-
panies took objection, threatened to
take the matter up before the
Supreme Court, and then on the 17th
of November 1963, the chairman sub-
mitted the other claims. After argu-
ment the tribunal ordered that they
would hear the cases contained in a
list submitted by the corporation.
That was a list of the more important
petroleum facilities to enable the
tribunal to arrive at some guide
which would allow them to judge all
the cases that were before them ins-
tead of trying a case such as that of
a petroleum installation of one pump
in the Milk Board premises—I believe
that that was one that had been
submitted.

The trivunal on the 20th November
1963 decided to take up the Alexandra
Place service station and this is what
the tribunal then stated :

“ As this claim would cover up all the
questions that arise for consideration and
it would be a useful guide in the deter-
mination of all other matters....”

Now the Permanent Secretary
steps in on the 27th December, 1363.
He required the companies’ repre-
sentatives to attend his office to
discuss a negotiated settlement and
su~gested that the hearings be post-
poned till Easter 1964. The delay
then of hearing these cases from
November 1963 to Easter 1964 was
due not to the companies but to the
then Government. These negotia-
tions very quickly came to an end.

Then an extraordinary action took
place. The relevant Minister was
guilty of the most improper act I
could think of, an act which could
be called the sharpest of sharp prac-
tices. It was well known to the
corporation and to the Government

1965 23 @S 22

254

—Gedm 96 LI

that Mr. M. Chandrasoma held high
office in the Shell Company. Mr. M.
Chandrasoma had certified all the
documents that had been submitted
by the Shell Company to the cor-
poration in proof of their claim.
But while these negotiations were
going on, the Minister appointed
Mr. Chandrasoma to the directorate
of the corporation, thereby prejudi-
cing the proof of the claim of the
Shell Company by removing their
principal witness. That, Mr. Chair-
man, I would characterize as a most
disgraceful act and I think, every
person, who wishes justice to be
pure and unsullied, will agree with
me.

On the 3rd April, arguments began
as to who or which side should first
present its case, and on the 4th
April the tribunal ordered the cor-
poration to begn, and in the course
of its order, stated this:

“ Compensation payable has Dpeen

assessed at Rs. 341 600 by the Chairman.
We :::’hare the regret with Mr. Tennekoon

Mr. Tennekoon was the senior Crown
Counsel appearing for the corpora-
tion. :

“ We share the regret with Mr. Tenne-
koon, who appeared for the Chairman,
that details of the assessment of this

amount of the compensation have not
been given”. :

These details had not been given to
assist the tribunal. That is at page
78 of the tribunal’s proceedings.
Nevertheless, proceedings resumed
and when it resumed, Mr. Ghouse,
who was the owner of the land on
which the Alexandra Place cervice
station stood, was permitted to
intervene, although Mr. Ghouse had
made no claim. He was not entitled
to intervene under the sections of
the Act because, before he could
come before the tribunal, he had to
make a claim under Section 44 and
then present his documents of proof
under Section 45. Nevertheless, he

was permitted to appear before the
tribunal.

Then the Government Senior
Assistant Valuer, Mr. Nadaraja,
began to give evidence. His evi-

dence continued till 8.4.64 It is
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important to realize what Mr. Nada-
then conceded. This is his

raja -
evidence. He conceded that his
inspection of the premises were

perfunctory. He conceded that no
notes were made by him or his
assistants. He conceded that no
condition report had been submitted
to him. He further conceded that
80 to 100 per cent. of his previous
valuations dealt only with land and
that he was called upon to make
this valuation anyhow.

That was how the valuations were
done. Then Mr. Nadaraja stated
that his assessment was not on the
basis of the purchase price but on
the basis of the market value of the
entire entity. Compensation can be
paid either on the actual price paid
by the owner or on the second limb
of Section 47 at the market price.

Now, before I go on to what
happened before the Compensation
Tribunal, let me first give to this
House a definition of the term
“market wvalue”. This is a defini-
tion by Lord Moulton in the cace of
Lucas v. Chesterfield Gas and
Waterworks Company, and the
definition is this:

“*The owner’ (i.e. in this case the com-
panies) “is to receive compensation based
upon the market value of the lands as
they stood before the vesting. Sukject to
that, he is entitled to be paid the fuli price
and every element of value which they

ossessed must be taken into consideration
;11} so far as they increase the value to

im.”

The cross-examination of Mr.
Nadaraja continued on 9th April
1964, and on 10th April 1964, Mr.
Nadaraja, in  cross-examination,
stated that in wvaluing a rervice
station the market value would be
the sum total value of the land and

buildings, plant and equipment,
stock-in-trade, its goodwill, reputa-
tion of the owner, etec.

It has been stated in this House
that the question of goodwill never
came into the picture in making the
valuation. Under the term “ market
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price ”, goodwill is one of the ele-
ments, and this is the element that
was not taken into consideration in
valuing the Alexandra Place service
station at Rs. 341,600.

As soon as Mr. Nadaraja made
this damaging admission, some
extraordinary matter took place.
The stenographer, who took down
the notes of this evidence stated, on
the next day, that he was unable to
decipher his own notes. The tribu-
nal then made this statement :

“ Whether his inability to decipher these
notes is due to his incompetence or other
influence is not known.”

Now, the only other influence could
either have come from the then
Government or the corporation,
because this evidence was evidence
in favour of the companies. Any-
way, the ftribunal ordered the
stenographer to decipher and tran-
scribe his notes as well as he could,
and finally the transcription shows
the evidence I have already quoted.
If anyone is interested, I could give
them the pages.

Now, thereafter proceedings were
postponed up to the 15th of November
1964, to suit the convenience of the
lawyers who were appearing and also
three members of the tribunal who
were practising lawyers. On the
16th of May 1964, counsel for
Mr. Ghouse called to the attention of
the ftribunal the decision of the
Privy Council in the famous case of
Ranasinghe ». the Bribery Tribunal
wherein the Privy Council held that
a tribunal that is appointed by the
Governor-General is a tribunal
whose appointment is ultra vires the
Constitution and therefore its
appointment is void. '

I think, it will be necessary for me
to read two parts of that decision. It
1s reported in the 66th volume of the

New Law Reports at page 73 as
follows :

“A Bribery Tribunal of which there
may be any number is composed of three
members selacted from a panel. The panel
1Isccomposed of not more than 15 personsg
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who are appointed by the Governor-
General on the advice of the Minister of

Justice. The members of the panel are
paid remuneration.”

Sections 55 and 56 of the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation Act, No. 28 of
1961, contain the very elements that
the Privy Council found to be ultra
vires. By Section 55 it has been
enacted :

“There shall be established, for the

urposes of this Act, a Compensation
gribunal (hereinafter referred to as the

‘Tribunal’) consisting of ten members
appointed by the Governor-General....”

Section 56 provides :

“ The members, officers and servants of
the Tribunal shall be remunerated....”

Applying the same ratio decidendi
to the tribunal under the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation Act, it be-
comes clear that that particular tri-
bunal was ineffective in that it could
not give a decision.

I will read another paragraph from
the judgment I was quoting :

“Thamby Aiya . Kulasingham is
authority to the view that where invalid
parts of the Statute which are ultre vires
can be severed from the rest; what is
intrg vires that alone should be held
valid.”

What is ultra vires is the appoint-
ment of this tribunal and all those
sections that are dependent on and
are accessory to the appointment,
which means the entire Part 5 of Act
No. 28 of 1961.

When counsel for Mr. Ghouse
drew the attention of the tribunal to
this, the lawyers for the corporation
became aware that the jurisdiction of
the tribunal was likely to be chal-
lenged at some time or other.

The companies were calling wit-
nesses who had to be brought as ex-
perts from England. To avoid all
these expenses, the lawyers of the
companies then challenged the
jurisdiction of the tribunal.

Now it is to be remembered that
this judgment of the Privy Council
was delivered on 5th May 1964. That
is the answer I give to a question
posed by the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota. He asked, why did the
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companies not challenge the tribu-
nal’s jurisdiction at the very begin-
ning of the case ? At the very begin-
ning of this case, the judgment was
not there. It was delivered on
5th May 1964, after the tribunal had
commenced its hearings.

After the jurisdiction of the tribu-
nal had been challenged, the tribunal
made order that it had jurisdiction ;
and the oil companies then had Writs
of Certiorari and Quo Warranto
issued on the tribunal. Notice was
issued, and it was served. Finally,
those writs, together with several
other writs, were submitted to a full
Bench of the Supreme Court. I be-
lieve, the hon. Member for Walapane
is under the impression that those
cases challenging the Compensation
Tribunal are still pending. Those
writs were not proceeded with
immediately the present Government
agreed to pay the oil companies the
sum of Rs. 55 million. Immediately
that agreement had been arrived at,
there was no purpose in going on
with the writs.

Now I would like to deal with the
assessment of Rs. 30 million which
the valuator has made. Remember
this, the Government Valuer only
valued 20 to 30 per cent. of the cor-
poration facilities; the rest of the
corporation facilities were taken
over on 1st January 1964. They were
never actually valued. The sum of
Rs. 30 million was arrived at by the
factual valuation made of the 20 to
30 per cent. married with the mathe-
matical projections with regard to the
balance—a most unsatisfactory way
of valuing.

It is also to be remembered that
the Valuer, Mr. Nadaraja, had only
valued the value of lands and not
the value of business of this kind ;
therefore, he was I submit, a valuer
who was incompetent to value a
business of this nature. Further, his
valuation was done item by item as
though the items were being stored
in some shop for sale. When you ex-
propriate a business which is a going
concern, that is not the method of
valuation to be adopted. When the
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company, therefore, put to the
valuator certain recognized inter-
national ways of wvaluation, he
stated that he was completely
unaware of those methods.

I will now state to you one of those
methods. After the last Great War
when leases were signed with coun-
tries such as Fast Germany, Yugo-
slavia, and Poland, those countries
and other belligerent countries paid
to Great Britain a lump sum for all
the business that had been taken
over, including the Shell Company
business. Then a commission was
appointed to evaluate each business
for the purpose of distributing this
lump sum and that commission
arrived at a formula. That formula
was put to the Government Valuer
and he was completely ignorant of
that. Now, that was the formula that
the companies were going to put
before the tribunal when they pre-
sented their case.

I wish to deal now with some other
matters which were mainly put for-
ward by the hon. Member for Wala-
pane (Mr. T. B, M. Herath). One of
his arguments was that it is bad to
pay compensation to foreign coun-
tries. When he made that statement
I was not surprised because I rea-
lized that he was completely igno-
rant of the terms of Act, No. 28 of
1961, for which, I take it, he voted.
That Act makes provision for the
payment of compensation to the oil
companies, which are foreign com-
panies. He then posed the question,
“How is this money going to be paid
if the country is in financial diffi-
culties ?” Again, he has not read the
amending Bill, the Bill that is now
before this House. Clause 2 of that
Bill refers to payments, according to
a certain agreement arrived at pay-
ments are to be made in instalments
over a period of years; I believe, it
is five years.

Mr. Presiding Member, I
finished. I do not want to
pass on the preserves of
Hon. Minister who will deal

have
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the other matters which will arise in
the course of this Debate.
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(B STEEHLD IS SFaur)
(Mr. Presiding Member)

Order please! Mr. Deputy Chair-
man of Committees will now take the
Chair.
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afleir m) Brslal, @upsseier ou &Drneeat 2alr
&GT 2EBUnFen S &0 HSTTSGT.

Whereupon Sir Razik FAReEp left the

Chair, and MRr. DEepuTy CHAIRMAN OF
ComMITTEES took the Chair.
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&, PHBICI

(Qsarrey &S5 )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Sir, we have been listening from
yesterday to many speeches from that
side, especially from the Left. The
case presented by them was that, ac-
cording to what they felt, the Govern-
ment was guilty of a very serious
omission in not taking the correct
step in the payment of compensation.
In the limited time allowed to me I
shall deal with the points raised by
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota,
who spoke yesterday. In fact, he was
quoting certain extracts from a book
and a magazine. He was perhaps, I
think, telling hon. Members of the
vastness of Shell Company and its
immense wealth. I do not know how
far these extracts he quoted from a
book and magazine are relevant to
the question at issue. I believe, he
must have been delighted to inform
some of the hon. Members on the
other side of the House, who were
not well informed, about wvarious
companies and various industries and

Hewldm @535 VeFRC®
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to what extent and degree they have
expanded. It may have been per-
haps very sensational to them when
they were told of the Shell
Company’s vast income, how the
directors were paid, what amounts
the directors received by way of
salaries and the various other bene-
fits and concessions they received
from the company as directors and
managers.

I am sorry to see that the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota is not here.
He said at the very outset, in the
preamble of his speech, that he
would be reading from a book and
magazine, certain extracts which had
a relevancy to the question at issue.
I listened to his speech very care-
fully, without interrupting him, to
see how he was going to show the
relevancy of these extracts to this
question. He never showed us how
they were relevant. The only thing
he did was to make the hon. Mem-
bers realize what a big commercial
concern Shell Company was and what
its wealth was ; therefore, he asked,
“Why should the Government of
Ceylon pay Rs. 55 million by way of
compensation ? ”

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
said that he agreed with the prin-
ciple that compensation should be
paid, but the hon. Member for Wala-
pane (Mr. T. B. M. Herath) and the
hon. Member for Kiriella (Mr. Wije-
sundara) who preceded me said that
we should not pay a single cent.

Jbcggnyesd Dot

(8@ ACxspsT)
(Mr. Wijesundara)

They do not deserve it.

NS POBICIES
(Qserres &&SSTEF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Let us concede the argument that
they do not deserve a cent. But your
own leader has accepted the principle
of payment of compensation.
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a8 oY edq LW
(Qserres QurenGrL @ guieilsris)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Why do you not tell that to the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota ?

Ao PODIGE

(Qzsorra &&ssTF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Let me proceed without being in-
terrupted. I will explain the whole
question and show where you are
wrong. Did not the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota, when he was Finance
Minister of the Coalition Govern-
ment, go outside the Act ? I ask you
Gentlemen, whether he did not go
beyond the Act. What right had he
to go beyond the scope of the Act?
What right had he to negotiate with
anybody when there was a tribunal
appointed to look into the question ?
Whatever the reasons he gave this
House, he had no business to nego-
tiate with the oil companies once the
tribunal was appointed if his posi-
tion is that we had no business to
negotiate and give Rs. 55 million,

Who appointed the tribunal? It
was their Government that appointed
it.

gBCE KB Ow. (gocd’®)

(8. gafle apar@rs—osoass)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe—Agalawatta)

The Hon. Minister is referring to a
statement made by the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota. Will he please

quote the reference ? Will he give
us the column number ?

NG SO 3

(Qsorres ssgsrs)

(The Hon. Sugzathadasa)

If the hon. Member will read his
speech he will find what the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota stated in this
House. I am not here to give the
exact line, paragraph and page in the
limited time I have.

gBE Qehiion .
(8@ oo qpearfins)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)
It is not there.
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(Qzerres &&&sTs)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The hon. Member was not present
yesterday to know about it. He has
the Hansarp, he may go through it.
The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
categorically stated that he agreed to
the payment of compensation. He
did not deny that the oil companies
must be given compensation. On
that basis, therefore, he began to
negotiate with them.

SO D¢,

(& 5. Qaerer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
did not say that he negotiated ; he
said that he began discussions.

NG BOBG S
(Qaerrer sassrs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I am coming to that my dear
Pieter ! Please listen to me. My
affection for the hon. Member is so
deep that I do not wish to have a -
quarrel with him. He knows the
number of times I have rescued him
from thugs and others.

eIV EY Dcoh,
(8. Qaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The only time he rescued me from
a thug was when he was not
prepared to do it!

NG BODGes
(Qserrar sss5rs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

What was the basis on which he
started to have negotiations with the
oil companies ? At the time he be-
came Minister of Finance there was
no finance. The finances were in such
a mess that he had no alternative
left but to get foreign aid; and in
order to get the aid he had to rush
and settle the question of compen-
sation to the oil companies. My hon.
Friends opposite get up here and
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say, “ They do not deserve any com-
pensation. They should not have been
given compensation.” 1 am sure
these hon. Members both of the
Coalition and of the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party would have held that same
view even at that time, namely, the
Minister of Finance, the hon. Mem-
ber for Yatiyantota, should not nego-
tiate with the oil companies, he had
no right to do so, the companies
should not be given a cent’s com-
pensation and that their properties
must be expropriated. That should
have been the correct attitude for
them to adopt. In other words they
feel, although they do not say so, that
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota was
wrong, and that he was speaking
rubbish, nonsense. That is the only
interpretation I could give to the
speeches that these hon. Members
have made—the hon. Member for
Kiriella (Mr. Wijesundera) and
others.

Sedegsy s .
(8@ fCxsp5T)
(Mr. Wijesundara)
I did not say so.

AL OGS

(Qaorres &&55TF )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

You did not say it but that is how
the hon. Meaember’s speech can be
interpreted. That is the inference
that can be made—that not a cent
should have been paid to the oil
companies.

ce@emde Vi, I, SV&» (g
defes)

(QrgLii erow. . ol&riv&man—o/&@
peven )

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe—Akuressa)

They have no moral claim for
compensation.

A& BOBIGL

(Qaserreas &&5S5T&)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I would ask the hon. Member for
Akuressa (Dr. S. A. Wickrema-
singhe) not to beat about the bush.
We know where we are. . It is far

@)

276

—6gdm 96 WDwd®

better to be at least politically
honest. Let us examine the truth of
1t

I can understand the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota stating that we
should not have paid Rs. 55 million.
That is a different matter. But his
main argument against the action of
this Goverment was not on that line.
He said that we had paid compen-
sation, we had gone against the Act
and he also quoted Sections 47, 48 and
51 of the main Act. The hon. Mem-
ber for Yatiyantota said that we had
gone outside the Act; we do admit
it. Otherwise, we need not have
brought up this Bill. There is no
question about it. We need not have
come before this House if it had been
rightly done. I will come to that in
a moment.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
also referred to Sections 47, 48 and
51 of the Ceylon Petroleum Corpora-
tion Act, No. 28 of 1961, which set
out the manner in which compensa-
tion should be paid. He said that it
is the tribunal which has the right
to fix the amount of compensation,
and also, in making its award, o give
reasons for it. I agree with the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota on this point
but I would ask him one question :
What right had he to negotiate ? Once
a tribunal had been appointed it is
only the tribunal that has the right
to fix the amount to be paid as com-
pensation ; nobody else has that right.

The tribunal had been appointed
for the specific purpose of settling
the claims of the three oil companies.
Once that was done it should have
been left to the tribunal to decide on
the amount. The hon. Member should
not have had negotiations with
various people at lunches, alone, with
only an observer. I ask him, has he
not committed the same mistake as
is alleged to have been done by us?
Have we not followed further what
he has done ? Why does he not admit
that he made the same mistake we
have made now ?

The step that this Government has
taken was necessitated by the ex-
treme urgency of the case, and it was
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this same extreme urgency that made
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota,
when he was Minister of Finance, to
go to London. As the Hon. Prime
Minister stated, at the time he took
over the reins of Government, there
was hardly any money at all in the
Treasury. That was the position, Mr.
Deputy Chairman. We do admit it,
and he himself admitted it.

SDP5Y Scth.

(8.7. Qaarioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You had no money but you paid
compensation. How was that done ?

OG HOAMEGes
(Qsorre sags5rs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Can you run a country for 12
months on Rs. 55 million ? I ask you,
if you have Rs. 55 million can you
run the country for 12 months ? Is it
possible for anybody to do that ? You
will know more about that later.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I am only
pointing out to you that some of the
hon. Members who spoke against the
Bill did not know what they were
talking about, particularly the hon.
Member for Walapane. Perhaps, he
derived a certain amount of delight
when -he was speaking. I thought he
was experiencing some kind of
ecstasy when making his speech by
roaming all over the world, discussing
everything on earth except the Bill
that was before us.

We admit that we have no doubt
gone beyond the main Act, that we
did not act according to the Act. Cer-
tainly, we admit that ; otherwise we
need not have come before this
House with the present Bill. All that
is admitted. I scarcely understood
what the hon. Member was talking
about. He almost got on my nerves ;
not only my nerves, but even the
nerves of his Colleagues on the
other side. Words fail me when I
try to describe his speech. Good God,
I do not know what he said.
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. (Qserres oyfsssaur @pair)
(An hon. Member) :
The Hon. Minister is swearing.

A& WODE s

(Qaerres &&&STF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It was most despicable. What
was he speaking about ? He was
repeating the same sentence abouf
twenty or thirty times. I do not
know what he was doing. As I told
the hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central, they were all exploiting a
certain situation.

DB .

(5. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What did you tell me ?

NG POBIGEs

(Qazerres &&55TF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I do not want to repeat it. Even
the hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central was doing the same thing.

Now what is our point of view ?
Soon after we came into power we
said we must settle this matter. In
fact, I said that this matter must be
settled quickly. It was only right
to do so.

oG Y BIdewny
(Qzorros oymisggaur eman)
(An hon. Member)
You told whom ?

a& BOB™EGes

(Czerre: &&5s5ms)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The Government. I said that
the Government must settle this
matter. We are not made of the
same stuff as you Marxists whose
only desire is to expropriate. We
are not of the same way of thinking
as you—to expropriate and nationa-
lize at every turn and in a vindic-
tive and revengeful spirit take
others’ assets. Our way is not that
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Our view was that if the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota, when he
was Minister of Finance, had agreed
that compensation should be given,
if he had accepted that principle, it
was nothing but correct that com-
pensation should be paid, and paid
quickly. This matter had been
hanging fire for a number of years.
The first part of the process of
nationalization took place in 1961
and the other part in 1963. Nego-
tiations were going on. When
negotiations fell through a tribunal
was appointed to go fully into the
matter. At that stage, the Coalition
Government came into being. There-
upon, the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota tried to go beyond the
provisions of the Act. Regardless

of the Act, he negotiated with
the o0il companies. He tried his
best to pay the compensation.

At first, they had asked for Rs. 100
million ; then it came down to Rs. 70
million, and then to Rs. 60 million,
But what did the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota say ? He said there
was no one else present when he
had negotiations. I do not want to
drag in the officials. It is a case of
word against word.

OBV EY Deh.

(5. Qaerinar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Whose word against whose word ?

Oy PO
(Qzorres &&555Ts)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The word of the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota as against that of the
Chairman of the Ceylon Petroleum

Corporation. Here is his statement
tfo me.

According to my information,
Dr. Perera before he left for

London to negotiate——

%Y S

(G)cm. Qwarieir)

(Mr. Keuneman)

What are you about to read from ?

Bewidm OsIF ©eFVC®
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AL PO e
(Qeerres G&s55TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Reading from information I have
got from the corporation’s officials.

SHDOBY Och.

(Bm. Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

In that case, as he is reading an

official document, I ask that the
document be tabled after it is read.

O BADGES

(Qserres &&sETe)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Who said it was a document ?

CO®MPY Sch.

(Bm. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

He admitted that he is reading
from an official’s report. I ask that
it be tabled.

a& 8. 8. @b. 9222305
(Qserrey 1o, 9. gyif. @ewroui ger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You never consented to table your
information.

eV Dch.

(55 Qserinar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Sir, if he reads from that it should
be tabled—[Interruption.] On a point
of Order. he has admitted that it is an
official document. If it is an official
document it should be tabled.

S wen BowdEs wensBR
(Gupssafler o1 g&@rraari QU &6 )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Minister does not say he
is reading from a document.

A OGS
(Csorres e&s5sms)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I did not say it is an official docu-
ment. I merely said that it is infor-
mation I have received. It is for you
to accept it or reject it, as much as
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota read
extracts from various documents, and
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said it was his word against Mr.
Byrnell’s, and it was for us to accept
it or reject it. He was reading from
.certain papers with regard to what
happened at an Embassy and in
Russia and various other places. He
did not table any of those things. He
took them away.

e ®OBY o
(8. Gaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You did not ask that they be tabled.

A& WODGEs
(Q@erTar FESFTF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

He did not table it. That is all. You
understand plain English, I suppose.

SHBOLY e,
(B m. Gaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I understand plain English, but not
your English,

NG, PO

(Qsorra & &S FTF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
What did he do ?

o 3. . ZwdZm

(Qseorrar Gey. gyi. spuweuri Ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
You can read it and then table it.

eD5PsY cth.

(8. Qaarwar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

- The Hon. Minister of State

' given you permission to table it.

has

O HODGE

(Qserse asg5Ts)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
I am going to read it.

What did he do ? He did not give
the tribunal an opportunity of going
into the matter at all. . The hon
Member for Yatiyantota took upon
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himself the responsibility of negotia-
ting and settling that matter in order
to get aid as quickly as possible, and
in order to meet a certain situation
that arose since he became Minister
of Finance. He wanted to prove that
he was able to carry on the adminis-

tration to the satisfaction of every-
body.

All T want to say is that he did not
know what steps he should take in
such a situation other than the step
he took of running after Byrnell and
this man and that ma2n, and even
going to London to negotiate and see
that that matter was settled so that
he might get prompt aid.

od sy Helewy
(Qeerrer oymssseul eymar)
(An hon. Member)

From whom ?

oS WA

(Qaorrey &&55Ts)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
From Ithe imperialists.

Of course the Hon. Minister of State
in his reply will answer some of the
charges.

But what did he say ? He went up
to Rs. 40 million first. Then he went
up to Rs. 45 million.—[Interruption].
I do respect the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota. He was very honest. He
said he first started with Rs. 40 mil-
lion, then went up to Rs. 45 million,
and finally, with a reservation of one
or two millions, went up to Rs. 47
million. But according to my infor-
mation—of course, it is word against
word—/[Interruption.] Your word
against his word, or your word against
my word ; whatever it may be, he
was prepared to go up to Rs. 50 mil-
lion. And he want=d to obtain the
approval of the Cabinet. That was
his position.

I would not have wished to deal
with the hon. Memb-ar for Walapane
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath), but for the
fact that he put forward a defence for
the action of the then Minister of Fin-
ance, namely, that even if they had
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come to a settlement with the oil com-

anies, he would not have paid them
a cent, but he would have come before
this House or gone to the tribunal and
itold them : We have come to a settle-
ment ; we have agreed to pay a cer-
tain amount. Do you agree ? Do you,
Mr. Deputy Chairman, think that any
commissioner or tribunal with self-
respect will agree to such an arrange-
ment ? Two parties agree secretly
and stealthily while there is a [ri-
bunal sitting, and they go before the
tribunal and say: Well, do you
approve of our agreement ?

The hon. Member for Yativantota
read a certain section of the Act deal-
ing with the method and the manner
in which this matter ought to be set-
tled. He went further and said that
the tribunal had to state the reason

for whatever amount they agreed
If the position taken up by

upon.
t}llje hon. Member for Yatiyantota is
accepted, then it will not be for the
reasons stated by the tribunal but for
the reasons of the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota and somebody else. He
had the audacity, the temerity and
the hardihood, to tell this House that
the tribunal would accept what they
said. I really cannot understand why
he took up that position. He could
have straightway said : we would not
have done this—what this Govern-
ment has done.

Now, I wish to read this documenit
the contents of which the hon. Third
Memboar for Colombo Central is so
anxious to know :

“As desired by you, I set out below
for your information a brief account of
the discussions held in London in the
latter part of 1964 between the represen-
tatives of the Shell Comvany and the
Ceylon side led by Dr. N. M. Perera,
the then Minister of Finance, on the
question of compensation for the assets
taken over by the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation from the oil companies.”

At this point, I would like to pause
for a moment and tell the hon. Mem-
bers for Kiriella and Walanane. who
said that not a cent should have been
paid to the oil companics : Please take
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the hon. Member for Yatiyantota to
task at your group meeting for offer-
ing to pay a certamn amount to the oil
companies.

“ A luncheon was given by Shell . . .
—[Interruption].

It will become sweetar as I go on.

“ A luncheon was given by Shell in
honour of the Minister on Thursday, 19th
November, 1964, in the Shell building.
Those present were (a) Ceylon side: Dr,
N. M. Perera, Minister of Finance, Dr.
G. P. Malalasekara, Ceylon’s High Com-
missioner, Mr. Tilak E. Gunaratne, Acting
Deputy Secretary to the Treasury, Dr.
J. B. Kelagama, Director of Economic
Affairs, (b) Hosts; J. H. Lordon, K.B.E,,
J. P. Berkin, C.B.E.,, Lord Shawecross,
P.C, Q.C., T. R. Grieve, R. Blair, O.B.E,,
and J. C. Byrnell.” '

ad oY edg LS

(Qaorren QuoremGL @ suiellérin)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
The same Byrnell.

DO BODIGES
_ (Qaerrey &&FSTF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

“During the latter part of the lunch,
the question of the oil compensation dis-
pute was raised. Both sides expressed the
desire to settle the dispute. The Shell side
expressed the hope that the Minister of
Finance would be able to make an offer
that would be reasonable and which they
could accept without creating a problem
for the oil companies in other parts of
the world where their assets were in-
volved.

Shell it was added would however not
act independently of the other Oil Com-
panies and would have to contact the
two American o0il companies concerned
before committing them to any acceptance
of such an offer. They were hopeful
that a settlement might be possible
while the Minister was in London
as the gap between the original offer of
the Ceylon Government and the total
claim of the Oil Companies had been con-
siderably narrowed. The Hon. Minister
said that he was himself hopeful that a
settlement of the dispute might be effec-
ted. The Tribunal set up under the
Ceylon Patroleum Aet had a full account
of the basis of the Ceylon offer. This was
Rs. 30 million (as valued bv the Govern-
ment Valuer) and after considerable exa-
mination of this dispute th=a Cabinst had
authorised him (the M. F.) to offer 45
million rupees as a lump sum for a final
gettflomant Mhia was the maximim
amount that the Government could offer
and he hoved that the Oil Companies
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would accept this figure to end the dis-
pute. The Sheil side expressed dissatis-
faction with this figure and inquired
whether this could not be raised. They
would contact the American Companies
and inform them of this offer but they
were quite certain that this offer would
not be accepted.

The Minister said that there was con-
siderable difficulty even in offering this
figure when Rs. 30 million was the
Government valuation. The Ceylon
Government could not improve on their
offer. He added however that if a final
seftlement could be made almost imme-
diately he might be able to persuade the
Cabinet to agree to a very small adjust-
ment in the offer. No figures were men-
tioned in this connection.”

If T remember aright, I think I
heard the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota (Dr. N. M. Perera) say that the
Cabinet did not accept this figure,

nor, indeed, # discuss the

matter. Thatfis 1 e

up. j fc L
To continur =

“The discussion was continUed—a
lunch by the Ceylon side with Mr. Bl
and Mr. Byrnell.

The Minister reiterated that Rs. 45
million was the maximum offer the Ceylon
side could make. It was an increase on
the earlier amount of Rs. 40 million and
the Cabinet had authorised him to make
it only if the Oil Companies were pre-
pared to come down on their last bid and
was open only for the purpose of settling
the dispute immediately.

Basis of Computation of Compensa-
tion—Market Value :

There was a brief discussion on the
question of market wvalue. The Acting
D. S. T. pointed out that the principles of
payment had been set out in the Act by
Parliament. He added that the principle
of paying compensation at market value
for the assets of Oil Companies taken over
by the Government had little relevance
when the Corporation was the sole dis-
tributor of oil and that in any case it
could not apply in countries where there
were restrictions on import of goods lead-
ing to artificially exaggerated market
values. The example was quoted of a car
imported from Europe where on account
of restrictions of imports the market value
of the car after say 5 years’ use still con-
tinued to be much greater than the new
valuve of an imported car. No one could
justify a request for the artificial market
value of the car. Mr. Blair said the
argument was ingenious but they could
not accept it.
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Payment of Interest :

The representatives of the Oil Com-
panies inquired as to what rate of interest
would be paid for the compensation that
accrued to the Companies irom the date
of the take-over of the assets. The Ceylon
side said that under the Petroleum Act the
rate had to be determined by the Minister
in charge with the concurrence of the
Minister of Finance. No such determina-
tion had yet been made. In fixing such
rates it was obvious that commercial rates
of interest would not apply and that the
practice hitherto followed in similar cases
like the take-over of buses for the C.T.B.
was likely to apply. In any case the
maximum rate of interest was not likely
to exceed 2 to 3 per cent.

Remittance : The question of the mode
of payment whether fully or partly iIn
Ceylon Rupees or in foreign currency was
not discussed though it was stated that
the outstanding issue was the quantum of
compensation and the manner of payment,

It was hoped to continue the discussion
again before the Minister left London.”

a statement signed by
Gunaratne, Acting D. S. T.

‘his i
Mr. Tila

N OGS

(Qzerras &% ETF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

These are minutes of a conference
held between the parties whom I
mentioned at which the D. S. T,

Mr. Gunaratne was present. These
are minutes——

ad 8. ¢d. £edBRxy
(Qserrar Gey, . epuwieui gerr)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

This is a memorandum sent to the
Hon. Minister of Finance.

CHDA5Y Dh.
(8. Qzeriver)

(Mr. Keuneman)
Minutes ?

O PO
(Cseorres #sssreE)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

This is a memorandum. The

memorandum contains minutes of the
discussion.
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What is the position taken up by
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota ?
It was not Rs. 45 million : he said that
he was prepared to go above that
sum. And what did he have in
mind ? He had the intention of
going up to Rs. 50 million!

eW®»Os Duh.

( Bap. Qazerioet)

(Mr. Keuneman)
- How can you say that?

ady BOBEES

(Qzerrey &&55TEF)

- (The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I am not blaming the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota for taking that step
when he was Minister of Finance. In
my opinion it was the correct step.
He could not have waited a day
longer to :obtain foreign aid because
the position was so bad. He came
before this House as Minister of
Finance and said, “We are in a
parlous financial position and we
have to tide over it.” That was the
position.

What is the position of the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota ? First, he
said that he did not negotiate. Then
he said that he had talks with Byrnell
and that there was nobody present
and that nobody knew what the
position was.

8. cuCO0m EwBw Qwi (D&Y
o BD6 ¢ ¥Bed %ECed®sIm e@H)
(B . Qmepper  suBEar—oss
Qarif®, aL_pOmibe e afear LiTrmEs
e pa ST sh& )

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

He had talks not here but in
London !

O WO ES
. (Qzorra; &&55Ts)
.. (The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Mark my words—-

BewlEm @s5I5) VeFDC®
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(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
He said it was at a lunch.

o8 oY eldy EwWdn®

(Qsorrey QurerCrL @ epwelldrin)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
With oysters and caviare !

D& BADE e

(Oserrel &&%s5Te)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Not only at the lunch, even before
he went to London he had talks. The
hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central wanted to know from where
I got the information and I said that
I got the information from the
officials. He said that before he went
to London he offered Rs. 40 million.

“Chairman : Will the companies take
Rs. 40 million offered by the Cabinet ?

Dr. Perera: I offered Rs. 45 million
and even this they have rejected.”

This is in Ceylon not in London.
He never said that ; that is my point.

eDBHOBY Desh.

(2mw. Qaerwar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

From where are you reading ? Are
you reading from HANSARD ?

Sd BODGE
(Cserra &% sre)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central is trying to draw
a red herring across the trail. We
have also gone through the mill ; do
not try to beat about the bush where
we are concerned : you may be able
to do that with your back-benchers.
Let us be honest. If you have made
a mistake, say so. I want to ask this
from the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman).
This is a point which I like to
hemmer and hammer, and with your
own hammer I will hammer you !
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Your Government appointed a
tribunal. We did not appoint it.
What was the purpose of appointing
the tribunal ?

RO .

(&lm. Qaerinsr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You voted for it.

DG HWODG e

(Ozerres &&&5TF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

But what was the purpose of
appointing a tribunal ? Why did the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr.
N. M. Perera), as a Minister of the
Coalition Government, go behind the
Act and negotiate with the oil
companies ? Having appointed a
tribunal, you could have stepped
aside and told the oil companies or
Mr. Byrnell, “ We have nothing to do
with you; we have appointed a
tribunal ; let us fight our issues
there. ” That is the position. But the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota did not
leave it to the tribunal to decide.
Why ? Because he was in a hurry.
He was a businessman and he knew
what he was about.

oGl € 92nddn @

(B n. Qavevel] @ emraur gar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

At least he did not make the
mistake of paying anyone.

O BODEH

(Qaorres #&s55re)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I am glad the hon. Member for
Panadura admits that at least up to
90 per cent. he was wrong. So that,
only 10 per cent. is left !

aé 8. 8. @d. 9eRdBAm
(Qzerras to. 1F. Y. @&ewreul Har)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Sour grapes !

A& VOGS

(Qaerres &&55TE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It was divine justice that your
Government came down ; otherwise
you would have done the same thing
that we have done,

1965 eaed @8 22
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(8. Qaerinsr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

So what you have done is against
divine justice!

DS BADEEs
(Qserres &% sme)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I ask the hon. Member for Pana-
dura, what was the motive of the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota in
trying to negotiate with the oil
companies when there was a tribunal
appointed ? It was obvious. He was
in a hurry. He was quite correct. He
had to settle it somehow or other as
quickly as possible, That was the
position. Had he the right, I ask you,
to do so, unless he was forced into
those circumstances under which he
acted ? That is my argument.

ceemnde . J, 3O&.»
(QréLir eren. ar. eflério&Ean)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

But not behind the tribunal or
behind Parliament.

DSy W[OBG e
(Qsorre) s&gsTe)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Certainly, we have not done this
behind Parliament.

eDDOBY ¢,

(Bm. CQsearier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You have.

DG BADE S
(Qsorres Ga5sTEF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

When you were negotiating, did
you tell Parliament that you were
negotiating ? Did the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota inform the House
that he was negotiating with so-and-
so ? He did not. As for us, at the
first available opportunity we have
presented this Bill.—[Interruption.]
We tabled the Agreement long ago.
Now we have given you an
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opportunity to debate the issue. You
say we have been trying to negotiate
behind doors. Front or behind, we
have been trying to do the correct
thing, to settle the matter. We
followed what you were doing.
Where you failed, we succeeded.
And now you want to raise all these
questions! You say that the quan-
tum of Rs. 55 million is too high.

eGH € 9VEAD Sd.

( D Qavewsl] @ emreur gar)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
It is Rs. 80 million.

OS BODIGE
(Qsorres &S5 )
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It is Rs. 55 million. Your argu-
ment is that it is Rs. 80 million.

DDV Dedh.
( Bp. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

It is Rs. 80 million—Rs. 55 million
plus interest and taxes.

D BOHDIEB
(Czeorrey &55STE )
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Rs. 55 million. You concede you
were prepared to go up to Rs. 47 mil-
lion. What is the amount we have
given above that ? Rs. 8 million.

cCw € gmRIA® .
(5a5. Qavowell @ewraur sar)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Rs. 80 million.

Do BOBE S
(Qaorres &555TF)
- (The Hon. Sugathadasa)

- That is your calculation. Those
are their additions and subtractions.

eD™NOD Ocoh.
{ B Qsarier )
{Mr. Keuneman)

- Do you deny that it is Rs. 80 mil-
lion with interest and taxes ?
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D BWODEGE
(Qsorres &&%HTe)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
It is Rs. 55 million. It may be Rs. 1
million or Rs. 2 million here or there.
What is the difference between

Rs. 80 million and Rs. 1 million or
Rs. 2 million ?

@ On wliced Sw.
(8. Qerappsr gusins)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Imaginary taxes.

Do BODEGE
(Osorros &&sHTs )
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
mentioned Rs. 47 million. The
difference between Rs. 55 million
and Rs. 47 million will be only Rs. 8
million. You handled it for two
years but you did not do anything.
Now you want to accuse us for
settling the matter. What we did,
we did without going to London.
We did not spend money and go to
London and have lunches and talks
from day to day. He took four or
five persons with him. Credit must
be given to the Hon. Minister of
State for having settled the dispute
in that manner.

WMDY s Deth.

(Bs. Qaeriar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Now the cat is out of the bag.

DS BOBGES
(Qsorres s&ssre)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We do not deny it.
nothing to hide.

We have

OO Dch.
(8. Gaeriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You get out of the dock and put
him in.
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QA& WODNEE
(Qeorres &a&&ssTe)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

You talk as if you did not know
that he was the person concerned.
Your spy system works well some-
times and does not work well at
other times.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
was harping on the quantum, when
he himself had offered Rs. 47 million
and was prepared to go up to Rs. 50
million after he came to Ceylon and
informed the Cabinet. Now when
we have settled the matter and try
to get the same aid that he was
trying to get when he was Minister
of Finance, you are making allega-
tions against us. I do not want to

be personal about the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota. Why does he say it
is too much ?

oG € 9:mDER®» V.
(8. Qevevel]l @ ewreut o)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
It is Rs. 80 million.

DG WODE S
(Qaerres &&s5rs)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It is not Rs. 80 million. The hon.
Member for Panadura (Mr. Leslie
Goonewardene) is again harping on
that. Why do you say Rs. 80 mil-
lion ?—[Interruption.] Hon. Mem-
bers will say Rs. 80 million. The hon.
Member who is seated on your right
said we should not pay a cent. He
should get hold of the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota for that. I do not
know what he is going to do the next
time he meets him at the Group
Meeting.

DEND Gen&Eesn Do,
(,@.(5 Guﬁf@;; Qemiion)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You do not understand.
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(The Hon., Sugathadasa)

Yes, I do not understand what you
are speaking. No doubt you are
speaking nonsense and rubbish.
There is no question about it. That
hon. Member said that they should
not be paid a cent.

DEEND otnBesr D,
(B Quiey. Qeriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No sense is penetrating into your
head.

OGS, WADGes
(Qserrey & sTe)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

You are quite right. Rubbish does
not penetrate into my head.—[Inter-
ruption]. Your skull is made of such
stuff that it penetrates into your
head.

What is the argument of the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota ?

The hon. Member for Walapane
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath) is not here.
What was he saying ? He was say-
ing that we should not pay a cent and
that we are stooges. I do not want
to be personal although the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota is not here.
It is not fair for me to say that, but
once upon a time he himself was the
guest of the American Government.

The hon. Member for Walapane
says that we went behind the Ameri-
cans as stooges. What is he speak-
ing about? Is he speaking sense ?
He was repeating the same sentence
about twenty times. As I said ear-
lier, he exploited a certain situation.
That is all T can say.

The hon. Member for Kiriella also
said that we took over the equipment
and various other things which were
not worth a cent. Our own valuer
has valued them at Rs. 30 millicn, but
the hon. Member for Walapane says
it is not worth a cent. And why
Rs. 30 million ? When did they start
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business ¢ At the time they started
it was worth Rs. 65 million. When-
ever we buy a land or an article we
always take into consideration the
question of supply and demand. What
was the value at the time ?

I am sorry the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota is not here. I wish to
ask him what price his father
paid for his property at Campbell

Place and what price it fetched
at the time he sold it. Why did it
fetch such a high price? I do not

want to be personal. I do not want
to enter into a very preposterous and
absurd argument that was put for-
ward by the hon. Member for Wala-
pane. When you sell an article, a
gocd bidder and a successful bidder
will always bid on the basis of
market value. My good Friend the
hon. Member for Akuressa will know
all about it. He is a person who is
well versed in all these things. I do
not want to go into details. The hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central
may not know anything about it. He
has neither sold nor purchased any-
thing all his life and he has spent
what he got. What are the oil com-
panies asking ? The original sum
was Rs. 100 million.

eCi G ©RDIAD .

(B . Qevowsll @ eur ser)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

That is the blackmarket value.

N, BADELS
(Qaeorres &&5&5TE )
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I do not like to say something per-
sonal about the hon. Member for
Panadura. Whatever it may be,
Rs. 100 million came down to Rs. 95
million. What is that price? Do
you still call it a blackmarket price ?
There was a reduction of Rs. 45 mil-
lion. The repayment is over a period
of five years. For the first and
second years. I think, you pay in

BowlE @535 VeFVC®
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rupees, then comes the sterling
currency payment. That is the
position,

The Government of Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike and the Coalition Gov-
ernment agreed to pay compensation,
The compensation you agreed to pay
went up to Rs. 47 million. Why do
you blame us for having agreed to
pay Rs. 55 million? What is the
difference ? It is only Rs. 8 million
more than the figure you agreed to
pay them. You were continuing the
argument, The figure stood at Rs. 47
million. The hon. Member for Yati-
vantota did not come up to Rs. 50
million. You were not agreeable to
going over and above that, and now
we have settled that matter.

I leave it to the Hon. Minister of
State to deal with the question of
taxation and the amount of Rs. 80
million which the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central (Mr. Keune-
man) referred to. The Hon. Minister
in his reply will tell the hon. Member
where his figures are wrong. It may
be that an erroneous impression has
been created in the mind of the hon.
Member.

I only want to point to a few
matters before I conclude. Whatever
the hon. Member for Kiriella
(Mr. Wijesundara) and the hon.
Member for Walapane (Mr. T. B. M.
Herath) have said, the fact remains
that most hon. Members, particularly
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera), have agreed that
compensation must be paid. The hon.
Member for Yatiyantota himself
went outside the provisions of the
Act. The only thing that he did not
do was that he did not pay the com-
pensation. He had not the time to
pay the money. Unfortunately—or
was it fortunately 2—the Govern-
ment fell and we came into power.
That was the reason why he could
not arrive at a settlement. He went
to London to settle the matter. Under
the Act, the compensation tribunal
is required to state the reasons for
its award. Did the hon. Member for
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Yatiyantota pay heed to that sec-
tion ? He did not. He did not care
two hoots for it. He went outside
the Act and he did all he could to
settle the matter. He failed. He had
not the time to come to a settlement,
then come to this House and say, “ We
have brought such a Eill.” That was
the position. Having done all that,
he puts this Government on trial. We
have, at the first available opportu-
nity, informed the House of the
position in regard to compensation.
The agreement was tabled some time

back.

I do not think I need speak any
further. I hope hon. Members will
now agree to support this Bill.

g on. 7.25

ﬂﬁi@n @%aom ¢

(8. gefle apar@ian)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)
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“T want to speak a word or two about °
the powerful oil lobby that operates in
Washington and in the various capitals of
the United States of America. I quoted
a passage from a statement of Senator
MecCarthy. About the power of the oil
lobby I would like to read a line or two
3{ tthe situation in Texas, the real oil

ate @

‘The combined incomes of the 20
richest Texas oilmen would pay the
state’s entire operating cost of $250
million a year. Fortunately for them
there is no likelihood they will pay even
1 per cent of it, as Texas has no income-
tax law.’

That is democracy in the United Siates
of America !

: ‘The Senate, composed of 31 members
ic select in its representation of the big
industrial and financial interests. The

2055
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House has more of the plebeians. The
oil and natural gas interests give a hand
to the impecunious. A ‘loyal’ Demo-
crat, i.e.,, faithful to the national ticket,
can be taken care of even though his
votes are wrong, if he is young. Such
organizations as the Texas Mid-Confinent
Oil & Gas Association and the Texas
Independent Producers & Royalty Own-
ers Association are lavish hosts during
legislative sessions ; their ways were well
lampooned by former U. S. Senator
‘Pappy’ O'Daniel when, in one of his
favourite vaudeville speeches at the forks
of the creek, he used to describe their
steak-and-whiskey seduction of ‘good
old country boys’ new in the legislature.’

So you see thesge big oil combines speak
of democracy and fair commercial
practice and that sort of thing. But
this is really the way in which they
control the democracy in the States as
well as at the centre in Washington.”—
[OrFIcIAL REPORT, 2nd May 1961 ; Vol 42,
c. 4639.]
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It being 8 p.m., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Thursday,
23rd September 1965.
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g davar ],
Motion made, and Question proposed :

“That the House do now adjourn?”.—
[Hon. C. P. de Silva].

@8 & ewWrnmznem Ow.

8c5Ics)

(B . 8. Coe@pruss—g6seafi)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake—Damba-
deniya)

I want to ask a question from the
Minister in charge of Broadcasting.
I want to draw his attention to the
fact that on the Commercial Radio
during the Hindi programmes from
7 to 1 in the day and from 7 to 11 at
night Hindi songs and tunes have

(¢®

| become very martial and very mili-
{ tant these days. This radio is heard
. both in India and Pakistan and it

seems rather one-sided—particularly
when we are so anxious to maintain
neutrality, when we show that we
are not committed to either side—
to have the Ceylon Radio whipping
up Indian nationals through the
Hindi programmes which have a
very militant or pro-Indian attitude,
while there is nothing in the pro-
grammes for the Pakistan section.

The people who handle these
Gopal

swing over to martial tunes and
immediately this
tension developed between India
So I would like the
Hon. Minister to kindly look into
this matter.

Furthermore, on Sunday, the 12th
of September, between 8.15 and 8.30,
Leanage who is attached to the
“Dawasa” made a speech in  the

BewlBm 0535 OeddDC®
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Sinhalese national programme which
was very pro-Indian. That is rather
unusual for a Government said to
be in the position of utter neutra-
lity. So I just thought I would bring
this matter to its notice.

There is one other matter I would
like to bring up here in view of the
fact that it was alleged yesterday—
I want to make that point because I
read the Minister of Labour’s speech
where he alleged it—that the
U. A. R. Ambassador financed his
opponent. This is a rather strange
thing to say. After all, the U. A. R.
Ambassador is accredited to this
Government, and for a Minister of
that Government to say, allegedly,
that his opponent was financed by
the U. A. R. Ambasador is rather a
serious statement. We must remem-
ber that we are having a good tea
market in the U. A. R. and if we,
in any way, offend them it is bound
to reflect in our tea market.

It is strange that the Minister of
Labour is in a peculiar position.
U. A. R. and Israel are at daggers
drawn ; they are enemies to each
other. In this instance he is pro-
Israel. In the Indo-Pakistan war he
is pro-Pakistan, and in Ceylon he is
a Muslim leader. I cannot under-
stand his peculiar position.

I remember, when I made an
appeal here that our Government
might say something to protect or
make some attempt to protect the
50 million Muslims resident within
India, he jumped up and said,
“hypocrite”. When U Thant
returned to the U. N. the first thing
he mentioned was that there are 50
million Muslims within India, and
he hoped there would not be any
internal communal trouble, When
I suggested this the Hon. Minister
jumps up and calls me a hypocrite.

I just wanted to bring up these
two matters.
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(Mr. S. K. Suriarachchi—Mahara)
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&. on. 8.10

adsnd oendEew Do,
(8. Quigy” Geriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I have a matter to raise with the
Hon. Minister of Labour. He is
aware of the fact that there is a bank
dispute that has gone on for quite
some time. I believe the Hon.
Minister tried to use his good offices
with the employer for the purpose of
arriving at a settlement, and I
believe it was his experience that
there was a considerable degree of
obduracy on the part of the employer
in regard to the proposal that he put
forward by way of a remedy.

I am not quite sure of the exact
proposals made by the Hon. Minister
himself. I do not know to what
extent they have been rejected by
the employer and to what extent they
have been accepted by the striking
union. But the Bank Employees’
Union has been conducting a very
heroic struggle for quite some time
on a matter of principle in regard to
the question of what categories of
employees are entitled to join a trade
union. It is a principle that no trade
union in this country is willing to
concede to the employer, namely,
that the employer shall determine
who shall or shall not be a member
of a union. The principle involved is
one which every trade union is likely
to and should support.

In regard to that matter, quite
apart from this particular issue that
is involved, in the interests of the
bank employees themselves I would
like to know from the Hon. Minister
of Labour what further steps he
proposes to take in relation to this
very stubborn employer in order to
see that a settlement is made of this
dispute which would be fair and just
towards the striking union.
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8. ¢l 2RE Gwd Own. (635
&¢)

(@l erb. ylige Ur&ST Lré&EsFr—
Ceuaneud)

(Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beru-
wela)

There is a certain matter I would
like to bring to the notice of the Hon.
Minister of State. The hon. Member
for Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G. Sena-
nayake) brought to the notice of the
same Minister about the activities of
the U. A. R. I remember, just after
nominations, and a week or two
before the elections, the then M. P.
for Beruwela, who was also a candi-
date in the election, went about
taking with him a certain represen-
tative from the U. A. R.; he was
taken to mosques, and certain
religious services were arranged by
that M. P. where this representative
participated. That happened through-
out my electorate. He was a person
well versed in Quaran or religious
matters and he was brought to the
electorate and taken by the S. L. F. P.
candidate to certain mosques and
religious functions. I would like the
Hon. Minister to conduct enquiries
and ascertain the reasons that
prompted the U. A. R. to provide the
services of a religious dignitary or
whoever he was, almost to take part
in the election campaign in my
constituency.

. on, 8.14
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(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
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(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Minister
of Labour, Employment and Housing)

With regard to the question raised
by the hon. Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa), I should
like to tell him that the Commissioner
of Labour informed me this afternoon
that the Hong Kong and Shanghai
Bank strike has been settled.

With regard to the question raised
by the hon. Member for Kamburu-
pitiya (Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe),
I am sorry that I am not in a posi-

Y

324
DE @
tion to give an answer to that just

now. However, I shall look into the
matter.

& »e S9um G, wwmuddm B
dii@ eNGE&EQUD M e ERsTeTeriIULL &.
Question put, and agreed to.

O Qe acw IO g»WC
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2 gearg, Fenu, 1. U. 8.24 enldw@,
1965, QsiQobur 23 gib 555 eflwripd
Oroenn 19.u. 2 weflarens g8 Benardat

QubpF.
Adjourned accordingly at
824 PpmMm. wuntil 2 PpM. on

Thursday, 23rd September 1965.
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Subscriptions : 12 months commencing from month following date of payment

Rs. 2200 (uncorrected copies Es. 25.00). Half rates for 6 months. Each part

30 cents, by post 45 cents, payable in advance t0 the SUPERINTENDENT,
COVERNMENT PuBLICATIONS BUREAU, P. O. Box, 500, Colombo 1.
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