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House of Representatives
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Slwnps®ypento, 23 Genui, 1965
Thursday, 23rd September 1965

g @ 20 9B 9o acw di Bw. Wmid
Ben Dowdds womeHmn@ [S. o oDz O
gnsY ¢ Ow] Gewmsndd B,

geou, . U. 2 wellsms slgug. Gpssaier
oy o EBrmeeni Sanser [Ha. M. Guilen peir
QUi @emBLa] 2 SnEe @&,

The House met at 2 p.M., MR. DEPUTY
CuarrMAN oOF CommiIirrees [Mgr. T.
QuENTIN FERNANDO] in the Chair.

A D BV

AeyssensE QUTLIPLPEY aflemL_sar

OraL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
caCew a8 sdwem Gg gD
HBy s asTa wen wdeeme

greiBss oenE@RUTLAS FeNLISET
QueBBYL. WETBIG

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF LOCAL
AUTHORITIES : BELGRADE SESSION

1, 3¢, 8. ¢ BCD: Own. (AEESw)
(B orev. . 1 foer—unGigu)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva—Balapitiya)
By 2E® @@Bes mEEe@rym
eCoBeary qyg sF®e: (§) gy
B BGsy e | wen 88edcmed
A e BB 0 G 8 dwd
pommd 5@ w©eon BHewidEHBEY W
ccemn) @ WéH edede? (q) &
gw W26ne? (@) @9 wde@Emed
@ ENTTDs ¢ben Comned BB
cm®ec ? (8) wO®EFD Corn BB
Goem B o Bon®w 8B cAC ey D
e 8 D6wd wHnSE® e cwlssn
265 C1RsY BewidmBrY Drenny
88w S¥w gpOm W VD I
e e ? (¢) €O Sdwnf d® uB
. By B® ¢re@®e DEDDe?  (E9)
csndee O, & @xY¢ ?
o Greonr L&) oyenIpEFNGT LI T T(@GLDGT P
sriusMfews Cali_ d@ : (o) sraCss
o oreonr Tl Pd  Fouser FESSGer G
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B@Cp. wer prilésEs Qaeveu s poSeT &
Osifley Gl 91 &) A Paer or g BT
Quii 2 () 2yeur ser wri? (@) QEsnss
g1 @)%rasiiu_Berer @) e & 6T er
sruarmaer wrea ? () QUABCHL LaT
BT g6 /&l
@VEEG [FET FELISET FrEs S G@ 0gMa)
QeI i a@r  perdarts o &TESLD
97 5 f Gserra o8 siss0saLies Y
yfarrr? (o) @élersrEspD 2Cs

Qe eir e HenUi L (2er)

6 5 S Ter el B polSeT

Qa1 p piBer p ST ?
9yerG pev, are ?

asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Local Govern-
ment: (a) How many delegates
were named for the Belgrade Ses-
sion of the International Union of
Local Authorities? (b) Who were
they ? (c) What are the establish-
ments in Ceylon which are affiliated
to this Union ? (d) Is he aware that
the former Government approved as
delegates those persons nominated
by the All Ceylon Urban Councils
Association to take part at the
Belgrade Session? (e) Does this
Government follow the same policy ?
(f) If not, why ?

aé 28, 92. enVR (DOW&, A
S m Bs @B —se WHEH
& 2Bee dGelsY ) e e eDm20)

(Qszerren erib. or&. @psLbing—0smiHe,
Qarifle arer, offL_enwliny yenindai—
o Greanr TS SyeibFENGT LTI (@HLOGT D&

srlugsne Friurs)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Minister
of Labour, Employment and Housing—
on behalf of the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of L.ocal Government)

(a¢) None. (b) Does not arise. (¢)
Some Municipal Councils, the Associ-
ation of Urban Councils of Ceylon
and the Village Councils Association
of Ceylon are members of the Inter-
national Union of Local Authorities.
(d) I am not aware. (e¢) Government
will nominate the delegates accord-
ing to the requirements of the public
interest. (f) In exercising the right
to nominate delegates, it is the policy
of the Government to have regard
only to the public interest.
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EXCHANGE ALLOWED TO MRS. L. J. DE 8.
SENEVIRATNE AND OTHERS

0. e & 9o’ mé V. (RIS
DG ) .

(8. Cgm. of. @Csssr—uemrr
Qg )

(Mr. J. G. Gunasekera—Bandarawela)

Qe @@Bexwsy g1y T ®»@: (§)
1965.8.23 B E»O ©yd, ded @ Wodh
b ey Sedwed@ @88 wmemnl
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r@)?@é}?@g;j wolareflugib, (6) 2 Green LG

BT LIGT Ve mler (5) Cursw
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U T b ] Eq)/aﬂmat&xr Gl 6. L.

yIpFFAGT  LTTT@HLOGT DS sriflusi A
B, . 19CTLSTFe/D, woarellufib.  (7)
Qpeyeroy @mrL sveud &, erL e
Cay. & Cruyh, yarg @@wugHermd (8)
Qaer ppi erer. erid. YyLijapribih gjer g
b gD, (25) %@msﬁﬂ@b, Sl S a6uGlau (T
@5 (LD /@I GGG LI Qsrens eroley

eray ? /@I FeiT Qeearm prser erenal ?

asked the Minister of Finance:
(e) Was exchange allowed after
23rd March, 1965, for travel and sub-
sistence abroad to the following per-
sons: (i) Mrs. L. J. de S. Senevi-
ratne, U. N. P. candidate for Pelma-
dulla, (ii) Mrs. Montague Jayawick-
rema, wife of the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunica-
tions, (iii) Mr. Justin Kotalawela,
cousin of the Prime Minister,
(iv) Mrs. Lakshman Rajapakse, wife
of the Chairman of the National Tex-
tile Corporation, (v) Hon. E. L. B.
Hurulle, Minister of Communications
and his wife, (vi) Mr. R. Premadasa,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min-
ister of Local Government and his
wife, (vii) Mr. Edmund J. Cooray,
Chairman of Browns Group, and his
family, (viii) Senator N. M. Appu-
hamy and his son ? (b) If so, how
much was allowed in each case and to
what countries did they go ?

@d; o 8. LweDR® (Sds OB
8 FgoDmsndee’ sy SEmdinen
o Sode @Oum 883¢ HOBewmy
ECe®@ ) oW wH» [V AW

8cC @@B)

(Qserrar Geg. yi. Querser—@)rm
QIES SeDIDFFHD 19T GD  DIE F I GILD
LT SIS TLIL)
urrrepmarps  asrflugf@uys  uged  F5
YLD &F(THLD)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence & External Affairs and Acting
Minister of Finance) :

(@) (i) Yes. £16—to Federal
Republic of Germany and West
Berlinjofil) No. (iii) No. (iv) No. (v)

Qaafldflousrr  gawser sin
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The Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions Mr. E. L. B. Hurulle applied for
exchange of subsistence abread to
visit U. K. on official business. The
permit has been returned unutilized.
Mrs. Hurulle made no application.
Both proceeded to U. K. (vi) Mr. and
Mrs. Premadasa were allowed £. 10
each on the basis of 10 s. per day per-
sonal facility—proceeded to France,
Britain and Federal Republic of
Germany. (vii) Mr. E. J. Cooray was
not allowed exchange after 23.3.65.
The others in the family were
allowed as follows:

Mrs. Cooray—£ 75 for maintenance
for 11 months—to proceed to U.K.

Master S. Cooray— (Grandson of Mr.
Cooray)—£ 45 for maintenance and
é‘.éso for medical expenses to proceed to

Mrs. P. C. Fernando—(employee)—
£ 45 for maintenance for 13 months.

Mr. H. L. E. Cooray—(Son of Mr. E. J.
Cooray)—&£ 5 for out of pocket expenses
and to pay locally the cost of one way
passage to U.K.

Mrs. H. L. E. Cooray—£ 150 immigrant
quota and one way passage to U.K.

Mr. J. R. C. Cooray—(Son of Mr. E. J.
Cooray)—£ 175 on an employment
%o%cher and cost of one way passage to

Miss M. P. S. Cooray—(Daughter of
Mr. E. J. Cooray)—£ 75 on an employ-
ment voucher and cost of one way
passage to U.K.

(viii) Yes. Senator Appuhamy was
allowed a passage to U. K. plus an
allowance of £ 20 for clothing and
incidental expenses. Mr. N. M.
Dharmadasa—Senator Appuhamy’s
son was allowed a nominal amount of
exchange of £3 10. for incidental
expenses to proceed to U.K. No
exchange was allowed for passage
expenses. (b) Does not arise in view
of reply at (a).

1965 e @ad 23
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8 & 3. conmOny 0w (Og emng®
BT OB 05 %))

(B & 8. 9. Qaerier—G & rapLbL]
wEE ey S5 EIT)

N P G Bl Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

In view of the fact that the Hon.
Minister’s statement reveals that in
certain circumstances, for purposes
other than that of employment or
immigration, some persons whom he
mentioned seem to have got different
sums, for instance, Mr. and
Mrs. Premadasa who got £ 10 each,
and Senator Appuhamy who got
£ 920 and clothing allowance, and in
view of the fact that most other
Ceylonese who applied recently for
exchange when they went abroad,
got a personal allowance of, I think,
£ 3 10s, may I know from the
Hon. Acting Minister of Finance what
are the present regulations regarding
exchange ? Are they uniform ? And
under what circumstances do people
get this clothing allowance ?

@ o8, @, Lwudlan

(Qzorray Cog. . syuieui Gar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I really do not know the regulations
for the grant of exchange because
they are so vague and so varied.

eDBOBY B¢

(8. Caarioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I think some of them are illegal

because they have not been published
in the Gazette.

ad 0. ¢d. SwddRn

(Qaarres Cen. o4, eguwiaii ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I quite agree. In some of these
cases, attention is paid to individual
requirements. For instance, in the
case of Senator Cooray’s grandson,
I think, he was very seriously ill.

e»O5Y .

(8. Qaeriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am not going into the question
of persons going abroad to seek
medical  treatment. But there are
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two cases that the Hon. Minister
mentioned, the case of Mr. and Mrs.
Premadasa who were given £ 10 each
and that of Senator Appuhamy who
was apparently given a clothing
allowance. Now, is it the general
principle, other than those specified
instances, like sickness and so on, to
allow £10 each as in the case of
Mr. and Mrs. Premadasa, and an
outfit allowance as in the case of
Senator Appuhamy ?

oo, oS, ¢35. SDERD
(Qzerren Gog. opf. sguieun ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I do not know whether any special
consideration was given to the fact
that national dress was worn by some
of them.

SV BY s
(,Q@ Gz erLner )
(Myr. Keuneman)

Will the Hon. Minister go into this
matter please!

@ 68, . LkdiRn
(Qaerrar Csp. oyi. spwieur e
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Yes.

Bo8Secd @B S ND IE sy
RED

Badfuel gysror  Lsirer g Srdma 6B
RUIGLEITITE LOTHME)

CONVERSION OF VALLEY INTO PADDY LAND

AT INGIRIYA

2. 9O, 8. ¢ omBen HEDIY .
(85357 ecnd—S5T HBE  8H9O5NwH

Dusr.—GEnden—edRD)

(8. erib. 19, 9. Qerdizr @ Pei sar—
BeparaQsr.—Gm.  rgear@fl  dflérn
BT &ES—ConT PET—& TiTLIT S )

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—

Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. Ratnasiri
Wickramanayaka—Horana)
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asrenfl, Srourser, earess oyenssom T
Calr dey: (o) & 9./Cs. erev.[325/63
oy Qossmblasram,  24.9.64 b Cazl
Wt sy ssHe @GP’ Qerer
T 200 Gré&siEer LTrlierersrer @m&i
wrefl eyerer  Lerer s sraQararfdor  Gpe
QIS BT S LT DLIG S DET T ‘Qr;.'_rﬁ:fes&m_}
LT SBuTEs syeul Lo Savsser oS seir
erram ? () el LIT ST eue :g;‘@u‘@ugh_
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(8) @B 155 erlQurpg GCoudy oprih

9% @D ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Has he taken
steps to finalise plans to convert a
valley, at Ingiriya, about 200 acres in
extent into a paddy field as men-
tioned in the letter bearing reference
No. CP/KL/325/63 dated 24.9.647?
(b) Has he taken steps to take over
this land from the Conservator of
Forest? (¢) When will work be
started on this scheme ?

8. 8. o, cue»MISW B V. (9IY,
IO &% 3¢EAC #@ORewy
218Ce@ ) e )

(Bm. &. 8. Co. QzQaewellrgear—sarent,
Friiirser, tHardlana gentndFflar Limmmen
werps Erifusia)

(Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power)

(g) gozn 8B8/edq/3256/63 o
64. 9. 24 8» cbem CEw Ci1Ic®n ©e3d
c®® yedrw WOEDE HCNHELS BBy
68T W6 Bed. 6® weAsTVewny
9180580 ccendme@sypede cuect
asy Cheom g 8 gl dEn
B 9RO @26 75 D0 D 6B
PO OO 9R® yewwe WOmee EHd
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DOMBAGASKANDA ROAD, INGIRIYA

3. ¢ omBw 88DBA .
506D . cDHNDI)

(8. v Qerdsr

HErprusEs Friurs)

(8@

Qﬁ@&‘ﬁm—g@@.

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Wickramanayaka)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Is he aware
that the Dombagaskanda road in
Ingiriya mentioned in the letier
bearing reference No. @®/1/280 of
the Government Agent, Kalutara has
been closed down by the owner of
the land ? (b) Is he aware that as a
result of this people of the Domba-
gaskanda village are undergoing
immense hardship ? (¢) Will he take
steps to acquire the portion of the
land through which the road runs so
as to construct the road ?

G5B dnY 5 s,
(,@@ QaQardflrger)
(Mr. Seneviratne)

(¢) eendem @o88w &ed &8O
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CULVERT NoO. 19/3, INGIRIYA

4. ¢ B 8OV Qw. (8m@
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(8. 1 Qerder 8 e & er— 5.

HETILFTIES FriLms)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Wickramanayaka)
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[¢ eta&Een 28250 O]
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LIT & & (& F FifLgG S ayerer 19/3 b O
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LS50 50@ 2/t Henralley pL_aulg e

sor GupGareramrsm ?

asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications :
(a) Is he aware that the «culvert
No. 19/3 close to Ingiriya, on the
Ratnapura-Panadura road is in a
state of disrepair ? (b) Will he take
early steps to repair this culvert ?

SebsenE c@osY Bed @, (S¥edd DA,
e o 8¢ wwedw §dBed
2 ZBec@ 5 o)

(B Aguiire  GLoerig.cv— o) T &S5
5L 0Cay, sure sSpE0 Curé@Garss
e & FAGT LT TT@FLET D& sriflw i3 )

(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunications)

(@) eBd. (&) @3, B8 2OHY D6
GOB .

8@ 8. 808 cueld @nymy

@bmurfu 8. &. Sppr GuGorn

MR. C. PETER PERERA, PENSIONER

b, o d0@sY Lwamd Ow. (36

83w)

(8. ospwer RuEtsTy—Se o
g 1)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-
pitiya)
Qe a@Beasy ay T mw: (§)
S8m 8. 808 oeneddh Snmnd

(857 /BE. 1542) @B® D@ Y
Dncwnsy ®wmd S8wE 10w =@
ceasyesy @xvad D@ wewnsy W6
e ? () Cuwd &8wE 10 Gid®
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1542) wrsris QGTLUTDIDIE  EFLLGTLOTS

cgwl,rsm_:.c?&smﬂrés

10 esur wrgBrn aphsiiubeCgsear erer
Ligups sjeur GpeurTT? () LTSS
10 epur  GETLLIT HLEF Fibrierd Gur S
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gGuwafley, gjeirs @i ppE  FLL
o s IYESNILSDE Syault oL Grig uITit
pLoug s  er@LrTT ? eriQuirap&ledl
b ?

asked the Minister of Finance:
(a¢) Will he state why Mr. C. Peter
Perera, Pensioner (PN/CG 1542)
gets only Rs. 10 pér month as a
monthly pension ? (b) Is he aware
that Rs. 10 per month is an inade-
quate pension ? (¢) If so, will he
take immediate steps to increase his
pension and from when ?

@b e&. @d. Luim

(Qzorras Cog. ayi. spweui sar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
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(Myr. Jayakody)
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a& 8. @l Lwudim

(Querrar Gen. gyi. sguientser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

@0 &8 @B NENED o Bkd O
808 cse8s Bnmnd BBw gD BSm®
0T P CLIC® DR Hnom.
Y Hes S0 O 9’ g B, 1966 &
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g CBwsy DNue® sHemss
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e o G HE B8BN WY 5 Aem,
BBw woen). DY & g ¢dwmm
e ®, 9@ G ABD ©® BRwsl mHO
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o/ BedeE BewmEes
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CN/BATEPOLA VIDYALAYA

6. Lwomma Desn.

(8@ muslary )

(Mr. Jayakody)
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8m E8nd
(@) g can@mndccw 9§ wHESD
O Den® B WEDG!?  GBW
detd 2O, & 8¢ ?

GV6ll, SATFFTT HUSTT @;G&mé&ma’é
Car’ i dl@y: (=) CN/ul G Gire o & Bl
wreowugser S L mser SL-pS (b
Fifl .5 eﬂ@ﬁg@QLLm@msﬁumgqé,
100" X 20" yereflergrar L5
Quoresr 1 eIl po&sar 9Cps Qavenr®

o e T

Carerser AP G 1_erGealerLiem S

gai yParrr? () yhu

Guoreren p J{Gmmf_'fu‘ﬂ;'ﬁ.]@ QU oL _GTIg LITE

¥ i 1 e

plang devsser  er@uurrr ? 9y&1G pa,
aar ?
asked the Minister of Education

and Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he
aware that the buildings belonging
to CN/Batepola Vidyalaya collapsed
last year and that various requests
were made to construct a new
1000 X 20° building ? (b) Will he
take immediate steps to construct a
new building and if not, why ?

a& gnda DED. CHBNGD
(Redew DOwm &EEAe GOFB—
FRWBLY N 29028 MDD PDOWDW FOB
ceDMDI)

(Qzorrer Tl 19671, S&pTILIGS—
o orprl @ elaisrr oyeindFi—aael] sers
Fro dlasrr ewEFi FriLmrs)

(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—
Minister of Home Affairs—on behalf of
the Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)
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(8. Ruatsry.)

(Mr. Jayakody)
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A& PNGH SHBNED

(Qserrar sorfls S5pTiES)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

F s B0 ob gimess GaABSD
9E88esny 65T B, B BRBEEDE
gensy D4 g5 »® cuB wrYesy

38 &8 DOwy CA» diBedE 90
8w o O,

ey Bowlds wmERDS
(@pssailer o 1 gy&Grreeari yeaiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Commitiees)
7 9 gy He.

eue»ISTY B .

(8@ QaQardlrger)

(Mr. Seneviratne)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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ACQUISITION OF LAND FROM PARADISE
ESTATE, RATNAPURA

8. eOBY ©cs.
(8. Qaariver)

(Mr. Keuneman) _

98, &8&&E®» en BeCAC G1@BexnsT
Gy g ®es: (g) S¥mEd EedBpTw
e, 6188 emideg el Swed® wmm
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g2y 236 6629 @ emwry @ 9RO @
Ry Vewsy QB guywd mBe® 8B
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Goed Qe® oed sped sg Wwém G
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e EOD O ACeHeShBTY GIB
e ? exnde Y, & @xY¢ ?

srenfl, friurser Nerssd yebFsers
Cslr dle: (o) @rsferyfl wren’t &
g5 Coips Gudlpp Carrér, aepmp
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uren_ev erawGLr iy flaig 65 assi eflew
Brewwrer  srevflows  CaredrespOser
srenf] Qareraarayd FL L ghar 5 opb 19f
lar Gip 12,432 b Qa&ss5mGs5 Clsrenr
19.5.1961 oy Casfui i’ grerms
it & gLoraflude
Wiy Grssr? (&) 5o GAudu
ulymps Qura Cprasb “aresflupp
Aasrilasense wrrfeariiubsse ”
(@) Qdsraflamud
Qriig wvrrSeriu@s seg Fbupsor

QraLard  oeara  Gaef

6T GoT

LT ? G.ﬁsrreirsusnrml

Qi g pl_oug.GE m’@ﬁugr@@ @il

2 5CsRsGerapar 2 Gadanuefle), arer ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power : (a) Was a declara-
tion under Section 5 of the Land
Acquisition Act gazetted in Gowvern-
ment Gazette No. 12,432 of 19.5.1961,
in respect of a land 65 acres in ex-
tent from and out of Paradise Estate
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%8 BEnd
situated in Kahehengama Village,
Wellandura  Wasama, Kuruwita
Korale, Ratnapura District ? (b) Was
the public purpose referred to
therein—* alienation to landless
peasants ” ? (c¢) Does he intend to go
ahead with the acquisition and
alienation of this land, and if not
why ?

0w IS 5 .
(Bgp. QFQenetlr ger)

(Mr. Seneviratne)

() Yes. (b) Yes. (c) No. On
representations made by the owners
that a portion of this land had already
been replanted and that the balance
is also to be replanted, the acquisition
of this block has been dropped. It is

proposed to acquire an alternative
portion from the same estate.

DD BY ca.
(8. Cserine)
(Mr. Keuneman)

When will the proposed new
acquisition take place ?

GBeNISN B D,
(En. Q&Qaredrgar)

(Mr. Seneviratne)

Normal procedure for acquisition
will have to be gone through.

SV s,
(5. Qaerier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Can the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary give us an assurance that it will
be done in the course of the coming
financial year ?

eI 5 Dw.

(8w QeQaredlrsar)

(Mr. Seneviratne)

If possible, it will be done.
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PADAWIYA HOSPITAL

10. ¢ ctn@en B8VERD Vw. (6P
e 6t 5NENGE O —cDOBw—
CRIHRISY

(8. 1y Qerisr &Peisear—5a®.
LD Bl o G & T 51T 1) &5 H— L0 g5 6 T & Gl —
FEMTLITE )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf

of Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke—Meda-
wachchiya)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) When was
work on the Padaviya Hospital
entrusted to the Land Development
Department ? (b) When is it hoped
to complete this work ? (¢) What is
the reason for the delay ?

GwHeMBSW » s,
(5®. QzQaraflrser)

(Mr. Seneviratne)
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BANDARANAIKE MAWATA, PADAVIYA COLONY

11. ¢ emSBem K82EA» Qwi. (c00F
@ 6t Busuem Sw, 62xTD)

(. 4 Qerdar 9 peir sar—aig G
urey Crerpriuss Fririirs)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)
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Qe Bs@s  sauris  sriles s
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Is he aware
that Bandaranaike Mawata serves a
large population of the Padaviya
Colony ? (b) Is he aware that this
road is in a very poor state of
repair ? (¢) When will he take action
to metal and tar this road ?

cneMBSH B Dwn.
(8. QFQeretlrger)

(Mr. Seneviratne)
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(Mr. Jayakody)
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(Mr. Seneviratne)
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COLONISTS COTTAGES IN PADAVIYA
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) How many
colonists’ cottages were damaged as
a result of the cyclone of December
22, 1964, at Padaviya? (b) How
many have so far been repaired ?
(c) How many have yet to be re-
paired ? (d) By what date will the
repairs be concluded ?

G8eBSW 3 .
(8. CQ&Qeardllsger)

(Mr. Seneviratne)
(g) S BDes 2279 0. ()
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PersonaL ExpranaTioNn By Dr. N. M.

PERERA RE STATEMENT OF THE
MINISTER OF NATIONALIZED SERVICES

i DY, 98, euadd (wSwsY
651d)

(saor g erer. eriv. QuUGrrmr—un’ g wrs
Carien_)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

I do not know whether you are

passing on to main Business because
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I want to make a personal explana-
tion. Are you passing on to main
Business ?

andmesey Bowids weneBDNS
(Gupssaller e oys&rrseri 9@l H6T)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Yes.

fﬁa@agoﬁ 5y, 9. eweld
(s@r G erer. erib. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

May I have your permission to
make a personal explanation ? I was
not here yesterday. I was expected
to leave the Island, so I could not
possibly come. Fortunately for me,
the plane is delayed.

I find that the Minister of Nationa-
lized Services in making a statement
has quoted from a document purport-
ing to be the minutes kept of a con-
ference held after the lunch given to
me at London. I repeat the state-
ment that no minutes could have
been possibly kept, and if any
minutes had been kept it should have
been brought to my notice. No notes
were ever taken down. I repeat
again : No notes were taken down,
no minutes kept. Absolutely none.

I do not want him to say that I
made an untrue statement. Appa-
reatly, these are supposed to be notes
made by one of the D. S. Ts. All that
I can say is this. If any notes had
been made by the D. S. T. on the
basis of which a memorandum had
been prepared, it was grossly unfair,
because no memorandum was sub-
mitted to me by the D. S. T. con-
cerned. It would have been ex-
pected of him that the only party
who participated in the discussion
should have been confronted with
the memorandum that had been pre-
pared on the basis of the discussions
we had. At no stage was it placed
before me, and so, I cannot vouch for
the accuracy of this statement.
Surely, it should have been shown to
me then and there. I am surprised
that he should have had a memoran-
dum, prepared without any reference
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to me at all. It only shows that this
is a memorandum prepared subse-
quently at the instance of the
Ministers in order that they may
have a document to be placed before

this House. I repeat it.

The Hon. Minister undertook to
{able that report in this House. Has
it been tabled ? That is a mafter
that you have to take up. When
Ministers and Members have been
asked to table reports they must be
available to Members, so that they
can peruse them and verify the accu-
racy of the statements made therein.

I repeat that no notes were taken
at that conference. It was an in-
formal discussion. If a memorandum
had been prepared by the D. S. T. it
should have been submitted to me
for verification of the accuracy of the
statements. Nothing was ever sub-
mitted to me at any stage, and I am
not responsible for any subsequent
memorandum that has been prepared
by any oiiicer at the instance of this
Government months later.

aé Oy Hodewwy

(Qasorres ymsssaui gEHar)

(An hon. Member)

They thought that you would be
in London today.

DB Y. 08, cveld
(seor Bl G) erer. erib. QuGrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes.

On a point of Order, Sir, we want
this document tabled in the House.
When a Minister undertakes to table
a report or a document in this House,
he must fulfil that undertaking so
that the document is available for
inspection and examination by any
Member of the House at any time,
but by not tabling that document the
Minister has committed a contempt of
this House. A Minister cannot make
a promise that he would table a docu-~
ment and then take theodoeument
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away. We do not know what docu-
ment he will now place before the
House. If a document is not tabled
in the House after it has been read
out, it is possible for a document fo
be cooked up and brought here later.
It is a matter that affects the authen-
ticity of the document. The Minister
has committed a contempt of this
House.

fef, ed. Vewed DT WONwE Do,
(6e®es)

(Hp. eris. gyi. L_UIGW  LIGNT LTI [5IT Ui &—
QariiL)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

1f the document is tabled, can we
see it now ?

s300E (Be@iWD) Beny
(GBSl

waaufl (Bwmss) wlarsr

Excise (AMENDMENT) BILL

e@m 26 Buded Bewaw Bwd® G
@uer mib wHUSHsren sLLGT ITSSSILLL .
Order for Second Reading read.

©d; e ADED. cozNeD
(Qaerrey sarps 196y, S&pTUES)
(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake)

1 move,

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time. ”

Under the existing law, in cases
where unlawfully manufactured
liquor is transported and the person
who so transports is convicted of the
offence of having in his possession
unlawfully manufactured liquor, the
vehicle used for the commission of
the offence is not liable to confisca-
tion. The effect of the amendments
made in this Bill will be that in such
cases the vehicle used for the trans-
port of unlawfully manufactured
liquor will be liable to confiscation.
This is really a non-controversial
subject.

Yo e BB W™é® G
@y e160S Buwbus Quhmg.
Question proposed.
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(8. eris. gyi. wew LerL_rrpriss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

First of all, I would like to con-
gratulate the Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs on the presentation of this
Bill to amend the Excise Ordinance.

I would like to ask the Minister,
first and foremost, why ‘they are
amending this Act piecemeal. Even
during the Committee stage of the
Budget Debate certain questions were

raised pertaining to excise when we"

dealt with the Votes of the Minister,
and I think the Minister himself has
expressad the view many times over
that excise laws require substantial
changes.

This Bill refers to amendments only
in respect of the confiscation of a
vehicle used for the transport of un-
lawfully manufactured liquor. I have
no doubt that the transport of unlaw-
fully manufactured liquor is a serious
offence, and I agree with the Minister
when he says that the Bill is non-
controversial so far as it goes. It is
non-controversial to the extent that
the entire Opposition support him in
regard to this particular change that
is now contemplated. But this parti-
cular change. if I may say so, is a very
small part of the changes that are
necessary. There are sections of the
entire excise law which require
reconsideration.

The Minister told us, after I had
drawn his attention to it in the Com-
mittee stage of the Budget Debate,
that he was aware of the Sessional
Paper containing the report and the
recommendations of the Prohibition
Commission of which Sir Velupillai
Coomaraswamy, who took over from
Sir Richard Aluvihare, was chairman.
The Minister in his reply on that
occasion stated that the Commission’s
Report was published in 1957, at a
time when he was also the Minister
of a Government, and he said that the
S. L. F. P. Governments thereafter
had neglected the results of the corie
mission, that nothing had béen dore
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by successive Governments both
under the late Prime Minister and
under Mrs. Bandaranaike in regard to
the amendment of excise laws. I
think the Hon. Minister will agree
with me that that is not strictly. an
accurate statement because a Select
Committee of this House was
appointed to go into the whole ques-
tion of excise laws and amendments,
by the then Ministers of Home
Affairs, Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke
and Mr. A. P. Jayasuriya.

That committee did a great deal
of valuable work. A great deal of
evidence was recorded too. A great
deal of material was collected. The
Hon. Minister himself—as he knows—
made some very valuable remarks
and suggestions all of which, unfortu-
nately, will not see the light of day
because the Hon. Minister says, “I
don’t propose to proceed with the
Select Committee, I am now looking
at the old Prohibition Commission
report.”

o0& gdude ensnnn
(Czorreas serfls seprudes)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)
I am looking at both.

fef, ¢d. dwed AeTnmdsney .
(8. ot gyi. wew LI LT 7[5 11555 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

But how can you look at both when
you yourself said that the evidence
recorded is incomplete and that no
recommendations had been made on
it and that all you can act on are
your own suggestions to the Select
Committee. It does seem to us that it
is a rather unsatisfactory way' of
looking at it when all sections of poli-
tical opinion tried to take excise
matters outside the purview of con-
troversial party politics. As far as that
matter is concerned, the Hon. Minis-
ter must proceed with the Select
Committee by getting it reconvened
and by asking the Select Committee
to proceed with its deliberations and
to come to some positive conclusion
Butthe Hon. Minister says, “I am not
going 16 do that. I am at the moment
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formulating my magnum Opus; 1
propose 1o produce a Cabinet Paper
which is now going to incorporate all
the conceivable alterations to moder-
nize these excise statutes and to bring
them up to date”. We only tell the
Hon. Minister that we all agree that
the laws have got to be modernized.
But when he brings up piecemeal
legislation of this character one
cannot help wondering whether the
Hon. Minister is really meaning 10
do anything practical. I think the
correct word is “ meaningful” when
we talk about foreign aid—within a
reasonable space of time.

I think the Hon. Minister is well
aware that perhaps the excise machi-
nery is one of those things which
harass poor people in our villages. It
creates all manner of difficulties for
the ordinary villagers specially when
excise officers of various ranks and
degrees—merely because they like
to have a whole lot of convictions
under their belts to prove their use-
fulness to the State machinery—keep
on instituting prosecutions of all
kinds merely for the sake of creating
problems.

We know that this Government,
the National Government, is very
concerned with eliminating bribery
and corruption. We have also been
trying to help them as far as possible
in every respect to investigate our-
selves. We have been willing to sub-
mit ourselves to quite a great deal of
investigations. I think hon. Members
of the Government will have to con-
cede that. I remember, when they
first introduced their Bribery Bill,
they thought that it was going to be
very controversial. They thought that
we were going to debate it for days
and days with the object of creating
problems. The Hon. Minister of State
said that. He said that we were
filibustering when we were discuss-
ing the River Vallevs Board (Am and-
ment) Bill. He refused to give us a
definite date for the two days we
wanted to discuss a Vote of No Con-

unless and until we could: give him
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an assurance that we would pass the
River Valleys Development Board
(Amendment) Bill and the Bribery
Bill. With regard to the River Valleys
Bill we considered the matter and we
said that unless the Government
agreed to refer it to a Standing Com-
mittee of the House we were unable
to finish the discussion on it. Once
such an assurance was given we co-
operated.

On the DBribery Bill what
happened ? On a Friday morning it
was taken up, all sections of the
House agreed and by 4 p.m. the Bill
had been passed in all its stages in
the House. We quite realized that that
Bribery Bill was being passed to
bring under review the actions of
Members of Parliament among others
and public officers, and to ascertain
whether or not they have behaved
correctly and properly. It is our
Government—our old Government
from 1956 onwards—which is going
to be put on trial under the Bribery
Bill. We knew it and yet we co-
operated with you because we rea-
lized that it is in the best interests of
the country.

Now under the excise laws what
happens ? We find a situation created
of virtually giving cover to excise
officers to make money by bribery.
Officers have got all manner of
powers. Liook at the effect of this very
section on unlawful transport. It is
going to result in the confiscation of
vehicles. Visualize to yourselves a
position where a person owning a

vehicle finds an excise officer stopping
him on the road and claiming that he
had been transporting unlawfully
manufactured liquor. Now, which is
the better alternative for him ? Is it
the alternative of having his car
seized, taken to the law courts, kept
there in the sun and the rain, exposed
to the elements without any protec-
tion—and these are days cars are
difficult to come by unless one has the
good fortune to win a lottery under
the Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs——-
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(saorpl@ erer. er. QuGror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
is well off with a car. He is now
travelling in a car worth Rs. 23,000.

ofef, 8. Vewsed A ANdsNw D,
(Bap. erLl. Syif. Lwew LIS TTBEri&Es)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

or is it much better for such a

person to find a modus vivendi by a
very simple technique

8. 8. @8. 8éetd WS Q. (6cBITO)
(8. . §. gi. F1Cs6550—0s68Cwr
lpp)
(Mr.
owita)

He gets a travelling allowance.

D. P. R. Weerasekera—Dehi-

aé i‘fa@aacé CNBNRLD
(Qsorres aarfE sSpTLSS)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I am travelling in my own car.

fef, d. Rwed AN .
(Bs. eril. QY. LWew LIGHT LTI pTiLEES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Sir, am I speaking or are other
hon. Members having a private con-
versation ? No one is ftrying to
confiscate the car of the Hon. Minis-
ter of Home Affairs. He insists on
talking about his own car as though
he has been transporting unlawfully
manufactured arrack. If he has been
transporting any arrack then it must
be Government arrack. I refuse to
believe that he ever transports
unlawfully manufactured arrack.

Anyway, Sir, that is not the sub-
ject matter of the Debate. What I
am trying to say is this. When you
give confiscating powers to an excise
officer by multiplying and prolifer-
ating the offences, then, I say, there
must be proper safeguards to ensure
that the law is not made a vicious
instrument by bureaucratic officers,
is not made a means of proliferating
corruption in this country, the elimi-
ation of which we are all very
concerned in this House.
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When price control matters have
been the subject of discussion, I have
seen Members of all parties standing
up on the Floor of this House and
saying that the best method to bring
down the cost of living is to take
away the price control inspectors
from their areas. The more you
keep them, say some hon. Members,
the higher the prices go up. The
very fact that a boutique-keeper has
got to pay a levy to the price
control inspector as the price of turn-
ing a blind eye results in this levy
being added to the ultimate cost of
an article which consumers are
called upon to pay the retail trader.
I see the Hon. Minister of Communi-
cations nodding his agreement with
what I say.

If that were so in regard to little
matters like price control offences,
when you give powers to confiscate
anything from a Bensz to a Volks-
wagon, is it not important that
appropriate safeguards be made by
which, on detection of an offence, the
excise officer is required to report at
the nearest police station to a senior
officer not below the rank of an
inspector. The decision whether or
not to release the car should be taken
by a senior officer who should satisfy
himself whether the car did, in fact,
carry  unlawfully  manufactured
arrack or not. For example, if the
car had been borrowed from some-
body to transport unlawfully manu-
factured arrack, what happens to the
car ? Is the car going to be kept
stuck in the police station premises,
exposed to the wind and the rain ?
These are practical problems and I
want to know what consideration ig
being given by the Hon. Minister to
practical things.

If you say that an excise officer
may stop such vehicles as are trans-
porting arrack and confiscate the
arrack, then we are in complete
agreement with you. That is not
controversial. But if it is a question
of confiscating a vehicle merely on an
allegation by an excise officer—I do
say it is only an allegation until it is
proved—then we cannot agree with
yound-0Qn an allegation by somebody,
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as you are passing along the road, I
stop the car, discover unlawfully
manufactured arrack inside it, and 1
now claim the right to say “This
vehicle must be confiscated ”. But,
before that confiscation process is
gone through I am going to file a
prosecution. I seize the car and take
the car to the court house. I keep
the car there for months and months
while the case is being decided,
while somebody who had the misfor-
tune to lend his car which had been
put to some unlawful purpose, an
allegedly unlawful purpose, will find
himseif completely deprived of his
vehicle. What are the safeguards
that the Hon. Minister has in mind ?

Visualize the situation in which the
Hon. Minister would be placed
if one day when travelling in his
Rs. 23,000 car he finds some voter,
who is not so scrupulous, getting into
the back seat with a suitcase and
pulling out from inside it a bottle
not of the old stuff but of the new
stuff, the stuff that is manufactured
illegally. The Minister will find
himself evicted from the Bensz car,
from the Rs. 23,000 car, and find
himself on the road compelled to
travel by public transport. The car
will be taken away from him and he
would not get the car for a long, long
while—I can assure him of that—
through the process of law courts. I
believe, some of our Supreme Court
judges have recently been remark-
ing, after inspecting the cases of some
of the outstation minor courts, that
there have been excise cases which
have taken as long as three years to
be disposed of for various reasons
and now you go and give the power
of confiscation. All that you are do-
ing, I say, is to encourage briberyv and
corruption because any person in that
situation would prefer to pay Rs. 100
or Rs. 50, or whatever he has got in
his pocket, to the excise officer
rather than run the risk of being put
to all this inconvenience, whether he
be guilty or innocent. I do say that
when we in this House are always
talking of bribery and corruption, we
must not go and create,the very
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situation in which Dbribery and
corruption arise by this kind of
law.

As it is you can confiscate for
possession, and now you say let us
confiscate for transport also. Just
consider what it means ? Possession
is a legal concept ; possession carries
with it a certain amount of mental
activity, conscious and exclusive
action on the part of the person
possessing. Possession does not mean
that we merely have something ; it
does not mean, shall I say, somebody
slipping something into your pocket
the existence of which you are not
aware. Supposing my good Friend,
the hon. Member for Kotte
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne) slips into
my pocket an envelope containing all
the fees he has earned in the courts
today—I know he earns a good deal
—of which I am not aware, so I am
not in possession of the money. It
becomes legal possession only when I
am in conscious and exclusive
possession of it.

But, transport is not in that
situation. Say, I am transporting an
article, whether I am aware of it or
not, it is no defense for me to say
that I am not aware of what is in the
luggage boot. If I am transporting
something in a car, as far as trans-
port is concerned, it is not so simple.
Supposing I am the owner of a car,
I lend my car to my good Friend, the
hon. Member for Beliatta (Mr. A. J.
Atapattu)—I do not think he would
want my car because it is old and
ramshackle—and he lends it to some-
body and there was found unlawfully
manufactured arrack in it, now
although I know nothing about i,
my car is liable for confiscation. I
raise this question, therefore, with
the Hon. Minister and ask, why do
you not make an attempt to reor-
ganize the whole excise law instead
of bringing up bright ideas piece-
meal ? I do not think that the Hon.
Minister himself mentioned this at
the Select Committee. I do not think
that he wanted transport to be made
an offence for confiscation of
vehicles. He dealt with much wider
matters ; he wanted us in Parliament
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to consider seriously the entire revi-
sion of the excise laws. He consi-
dered them to be old colonial laws in
those days. Now, he himself has
changed his views and decided to
support the colonial bureaucracy. I
refuse to believe that the Hon. Min-
ister who has served this House, who
acted as the guardian of the rights of
the Opposition throughout practically
the whole of his political life, start-
ing as the voice of Bibile and moving
to the voice of Galle, has now be-
come the voice of bureaucracy.
That is the tragedy of it.

ad rhln cWwBNGD
(Qzerreas sarps sepriuss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)
Certainly not.

oS, @b Rad DTN D,
(Blp. eTl. QY. L wew LIesTL TIpTiusGs )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

This Bill proves it. If the Hon.
Minister is not the voice of bureau-
cracy would he think in terms of
introducing laws without any safe-
guards being provided for the
confiscation of property of people
who do not know what is being
transported in their own vehicles ?

I remember the Hon. Minister was
so outspoken and critical of the police
that he never wanted to bz in charge
of the Police Department. He even
said he had a permanent quarrel with
the Police Department running
throughout his political career, and
that it would, therefore, be a
contradiction—[Interruption].

oG a8 eHBND
(Qsorrer sorfls sspruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)
I still have.

Ofd. @d. Ratd DFandsnwm Do,
(8w eTis. . 1_wen LIS LTI pTI&E )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I agree, but surely you think the
same of the Excise ? Surely, you do
not take a different view of the ex-
cise officers ? You will agree with

me that excise officers are just as
bad ?
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I appreciate that the Hon. Minister
is anxious to safeguard democracy to
enable people to breathe the air of
freedom. If that were so, he is on
the wrong side of the House, the
proper side he belongs to is on this
side. The Hon. Miinster knows it and
I know it. I have admired his
debating talent—[Interruption].

ad @Y Bdewny
(Qaorres omiss el G Hal)
(An hon. Member)

All that is lost now.

ofed. @b, Rwid ASTNSHNW Sun.

(r@@. GrLl. cg,rf‘. L_iien usa%rr_:rfﬁruéés)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I have admired his debating talent
from the Opposition when he uszd to
raise his voice. He may talk of us
as filibusterers, but you should have
seen the Hon. Minister in his prime.
You should have seen him when he
held the Floor of this House for 123}
hours non-stop without even going

out, Sir, for natural purposes. The
Hon. Minister had that staying
power.

And, now, what do we find? We
find today he has tamely introduced
laws saying “ I want to substitute for
the word ‘possession’ the words
‘possession or transports’, and the
words ‘manufactured liquor’ with
the words ‘manufactured liquor or
for the offence of transporting with-
out lawful authority a quantity of
unlawfully manufactured liquor.’?”

Anybody who transports a little
kasippu, or a little Dudlige sudiya,
or a little of anything practically for
that matter, is going to find himself
in a situation of having his transport
confiscated. I do submit that this
will not do. Has the Hon. Minister
addressed his mind to the fact that
he will find himself confiscating the
buses of the Hon. Ministar of
Nationalized Services? I say this
because very often without the bus
conductors or the drivers knowing
anything, people bring in little
bundles containing bottles, Very sus-
picious, bottles. This sometimes
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happens in the Southern Province.
He will start confiscating the buses
of the Hon. Minister of Nationalized
Services.

The amending Bill in its present
form is very unsatisfactory. There
ought to be safeguards of a protecting
character inserted into this law. Of
course, we all are against unlawfully
manufactured liquor. We are against
it and the Hon. Minister is against
it. When he was in the Opposition
he was against it and I trust now
that he is in the Government he will
still be against it.

Therefore, I would mention to the
Hon. Minister that when he intro-
duces these laws not to say merely
that the principle of the Bill is a
simple one, it is not controversial. Of
course, it is not controversial. I am
not seeking to controvert it one little
bit. All I am asking the Hon. Minis-
ter is, please do not put it this way,
but refer it to a Standing Commit-
tee of this House. Do not take up
a short Bill of two sections. Have
you not got other changes to make ?
There are lots of changes that have
to be made in this Bill—changes of a
practical nature.

I want to say that in the case of
a person who finds his car stopped
on an allegation by an excise officer
that it is containing contraband liquor
—prohibited liquor—there are ade-
quate safeguards provided—certainly
it should be confiscated in an appro-
priate case—to ensure that it is not
confiscated. This should not be made
an instrument of oppression by un-
reasonable bureaucratic excise
officers over whom, unfortunately,
you are now in control.

I see the hon. Member for Ja-ela
(Mr. Paris Perera) agreeing with me
and nodding agreement; I see the
hon. Member for Beruwala too (Mr.
Abdul Bakeer Markar) nodding his
agreement. Genuine nods of true
patriots who appreciate the dangers
of the bureaucratic approach into
which the Hon. Minister has been
fooled.
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I will in this case sincerely and
seriously appeal to you, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, because you come from an
area which has been famous for law-
fully manufactured liquor. You, Sir,
know perfectly well that even law-
fully manufactured liquor is caught
up in this provision. The illegal
transport of lawfully manufactured
liquor without a permit is caught up
under Clause 2 (2) of the amending
Bill. Therefore, Sir, from your point
of view, too, it is a matter that re-
quires careful thought. I have no
doubt that you will not wish, as
Deputy Chairman of Committees, to
find yourself in a position of such
grave importance so far as your cons-
tituents are concerned.

It is not such a simple matter as
it seems. My Friends, the hon. Mem-
ber for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) and the hon. Joint Member
for Colombo South (Mr. Bernard
Soysa) will also have a lot fo say
in this matter. They say, “ Do you
realize that all the lorries in the
transport fleet of the Gal-Oya Deve-
lopment Board are going to be con-
fiscated ?” In other words, the Hon.
Minister of Home Affairs has not
given thought to the position of his
Colleague. I do not know whether
he is in the S.L.F.S.P. or in the U.N.P.
It may be that that is the reason for
all this uncertainty. But I should
like to urge on the Hon. Minister that
this Bill carries very grave implica-
tions, implications affecting the very
liberty of the subject about which
the Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
raised his voice in horror a few
months ago. Today, he wants to con-
fiscate everybody’s car. Even if what
is carried is a small bottle of eau-de-
cologne in the front pocket, one is in
trouble. I do not know whether the
Hon. Minister realizes that eau-de-
cologne is unlawfully manufactured
liquor, because it contains a certain
amount of spirits.

I appeal to the Hon. Minister,
therefore, to think about this matter
a little more. He is going to submit
a Cabinet Paper in which he is in-
cluding a number of valuable sug-
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gestions, some from the report of the
Select Committee, some from the re-
port of the Prohibition Commission.
I have every confidence that the Hon.
Minister is quite capable, if he can
shake off the influence of bureaucrats,
to think clearly and solely of the ba-
sic interests of the people, which have
been his prime concern right through
his political career. I ask him, there-
fore, to please permit the introduction
of the necessary safeguards into this
law. We support him and we shall
not create any difficulties for him in
this matter, but, while we support
him, we ask him to pay heed to what
we have said, not in a spirit of want-
ing to filibuster on a two-clause Bill.

This idea of filibustering has been
put into their heads by the news-
papers. This idea was put into the
head of the Hon. Leader of the House
by the “Daily News” of yesterday
morning, and he started introducing
proposals to suspend Standing Order
No. 8 without consulting anybody.
He later consented to withdraw it. I
congratulate the Hon. Leader of the
House. If that is the effect of his
changing over from the S.L.F.P. to
the U.N.P, it is a good change. It
has resulted in his becoming more
democratic and wanting to give the
Opposition a chance to voice its
thoughts. This is the very air of
freedom which the Hon. Leader of
the House sought to protect and look
after when he exercised his preroga-
tive of the right to changaz his mind.
I, therefore, ask the Hon. Leader of
the House to please prevail upon his
Colleague, the Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs, to do likewise and to accept
sane and sensible suggestions from
Members of the Opposition.

g. wn. 2.50

DZ5NnD ot Owm. (cen cned)

(8-
O i@ opsssar)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

The hon. Member for Dompe
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) has
covered most of the ground in rela-
tion to this matter. The Hon.
Minister of Home Affairs is un-
doubtedly seeking topigombat,the

Quiey. Qerdewr—GOsTaptb)s
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kasippu menace in some form, and
it is obviously on the advice of
officials of the Excise Department
that the Hon. Minister has now
brought this Bill before us. Every-
body here will agree that we must
do something to combat the menace
of kasippu, of illegally and illicitly
manufactured brews—hell brews
most of them—which are under-
mining in a very serious way the
health of the nation and increasing
the spread of crime. That this
menace must in some way be com-
bated is a matter about which we
are all agreed. But while there had
been a lot of valuable thinking on
this matter the formulation of poli-
cies had been caught up with a
number of other issues. Those who
wish to stand up as the champions of
temperance, of prohibition which
goes beyond temperance, have al-
ways brought a different attitude to
bear upon this problem and thereby
allowed a number of political con-
siderations to mar the prospect of an
effective handling of the matter.

The Colombo Municipal Council
some years ago appointed a special
committee to report on this matter—
1 was a member of that committee—
and the United National Party majo-
rity in the Colombo Municipal
Council unanimously accepted our
report and our recommendations.
One of the recommendations was
that in order to wean people away
from kasippu we should provide
some cheaper wholesome liquor,
some liguor which can be drunk in
conditions which do not induce any
lack of respectability, so to speak, or
a sense of guilt or a sense of doing
something dirty. It was pointed out
that, free from all those considera-
tions, a man should be able to take
the liquor that he prefers and that
some cheap liquor which is whole-
some should be provided as an
alternative. This was the point of
view which was advocated very
strongly by the Medical Superinten-
dent of the Mental Hospital, by the
Deputy Commissioner of Social Ser-
vices, by the Probation Department
and..s0 many others who gave
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evidence before that special commit-
tee. And it was in line with that
that a colleague of mine in the
Colombo  Municipal Council--no
longer a colleague of mine—the
former M. M. C. for Kollupitiya,
Mr. D. S. Mallawarachchi, brought a
motion in that council advocating
quarter bottles of arrack so that a
person who is unable to find money
to buy a whole bottle or half a bottle
will be able to buy a quarter bottle.
It was with that intention that he
brought that motion which was
accepted by that council.

It was in line with that recom-
mendation and the same type of
thinking that the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) sug-
gested last year that there should be
tapping of coconut trees, that tap-
ping should be permitted on a nomi-
nal licence fee ; and he hoped people
would drink toddy and avoid
kasippu—I[Interruption].

As for the hon. Member who
laughed, I know that his tastes in
liquor are very colourful. Undoubt-
edly he engages in a horse-laugh, a
very natural activity on his part
whenever anything sensible is dis-
cussed on the Floor of this House.
But unfortunately it is not possible
for us to make any kind of recom-
mendation here which comes down
to his intellectual level. That, Sir,
is a pity, but I trust he will make
some attempt to rise above himself
in this matter and try to preserve
the dignity of this Assembly in the
matter of discussion.

We are all in agreement with the
Hon. Minister that something must
be done in regard to this menace of
kasippu. But there was an outery
last year when this whole matter
about toddy was suggested in the
Budget proposals. It never took
legislative form in any way but
people talked about a Toddy Bill
which never existed. In any case, as
a result of the appeals made by the
Sangha, the then Government of the
day last year withdrew that proposal
in deference to the wishes of the

Sangha.
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The whole problem of kasippu
has to be tackled from a social point
of view. We have to deal with the
problem on the basis of a recognition
of the impulses that lead people to it
—the conditions and circumstances
in which people manufacture it and
sell it and the -circumstances in
which people go to consume it. It
has to be tackled from both those
sides. While we have such a grave
problem to address our minds to, to
bring a Bill of this kind which
merely makes it possible for you fo
confiscate the vehicle of a person
using it to transport some illegally
manufactured liquor from one place
to another as a means of deterrence
seems to me like attempting to cure
a patient, who is suffering from -
tuberculosis, of a touch of eczema in
the toes as a more important matter
rather than attending to the tuber-
culosis. That seems to be the pers-
pective of this Bill and that is why
I want to ask the Hon. Minister to
reconsider this whole question and
to place this whole mattsr in a
broader perspective. The menace of
kasippu and illcitly manufactured
brews has to be dealt with from the
manufacturing side on the basis of
the social calls that lead to the
manufacture and the social calls that
lead to consumption, both sides of it.
This is the least of all the matters
that has to be dealt with.

Then there is the question of trans-
port from one place to another.

Actually there is precious little
kasippu  transported in  motor
vehicles. I wonder whether the

Hon. Minister has got power under
this amendment to deal with that
matter. What is transported is
something else—excisable articles of
a different kind—like narcotics,
whether it be opium or ganja. These
are imported. If he reads the main
Ordinance, he will find that the in-
tention of the original Section 47,
read together with Section 54, was
to make it unlawful to import an
excisable  article  without the
negessary permit.
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We had evidence from the Excise
Department that over the last few
years, from the days of the end of the
last War, Colombo City has become
the central point for a large narcotics
racket in South-East Asia. Next to
Singapore, the transmitting centre is
the City of Colombo, and if you will
examine the credentials of a num-
ber of persons allegedly dealing with
drugs, textiles and a number of
other commodities like that in 4th
Cross Street, and Pettah, under per-
mits given by the Import Controller
and the Exchange Control Depart-
ment, you will find that this is only
a mask and a cover for the import
of narcotics. If the Hon. Minister
will read his own amendment,
together with the principal enact-
ment, he will find that it may be
obligatory of him to confiscate air-
craft belonging to the B. O. A. C.
because a vehicle used for the pur-
pose of importing an excisable
article can be seized by him. It is
not only the internal transport from
place to place which he would have
to seize, such as a C. T. B. bus, but
also a vehicle, a ship, which calls at
the Colombo Harbour and is known
to have transported narcotics and
excisable articles would have to be
confiscated by him—anything used
for the transport, anything used for
the import, a ship, an airship.

30, BB Bwr. (R EDY)
(Ba. erib. He& sibriris—e GLndy )
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam—Uduppiddi)
Knowledge.

AEsnD et Ow,

(B, Quiey. QFrdienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

If knowledge is a pre-condition on
the part of the person driving or
owning the vehicle, then this amend-
ment is valueless. You are not going
to prove anything. You are not going
to be in a position to prove that
a necessary subjective gstatement
existed. I agree with the hon.
Member for Udupiddy. But, if the
scope of this Bill is considered to be
wide enough, even without that
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necessary implication, to enable the
Hon. Minister, through a court of
law, by legal process, to seize the
vehicle, then under this law as it
stands, he will have to seize even
B. O. A. C. airships which may bring
a smuggler or a ship that comes here
in which one has brought heroin.
Both these are transported through
Colombo. There is a tremendous
racket, a very big racket in synthetic
narcotics of which Colombo is the
centre in South-East Asia. That is
what the Hon. Minister has to give
his mind to.

Among the younger generation in
Colombo 7 there are a number of
persons who are becoming drug
addicts in the Western way—addicts
of cocaine and heroin. Among the
poorer section we have addicts of
ganje and opium. But we find this
fashionable. Cocain and heroin are
now gradually spreading to Colombo
7 and Colombo 5 and Colombo is
being used for this purpose—for the
shipment of cocaine and heroin.
These are the problems that the Hon.
Minister must give his mind to.

What is the purpose of this Bill ?
This is brought in order to seize a
vehicle in which some kasippu is
taken from one place to another.
Kasippu is mnot so transported.
Kasippu is one of the few local
industries you have in this country,
brewed locally and consumed loeally.

cedemandea & 2. 8 mmasnmsy
(& E3)

(Oréir . erth. of. pr&prser—mpe
27T )

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

Hear, hear'!

od 8. 8. @d, wdBAn (D85 ™
M 89S q@R)

(Qsorres 1o, 19, gy, GO Ui FHT—en & 5
Qarife, s pQmfle yawsei)

(The Hon. D. P.°R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

Ask the hon. Member for Kotte, he

will tell you how kasippu is
transported.
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DEsNE Gt Do

(8. Qui@. Qsrievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I do not know whether the Hon.
Minister for Industries would like to
have this whole matter also under
his wing.

6)51, 8. 8, ¢38. csg@:’:@@@m
(Qaoroa to. 1F. Q. @ewreur ger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
No, not for the time being.

DEZNE cenB Do
(8. Quie Qsriovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Probably the Hon. Minister wants
a complete survey of the consumption
of the dangkuda on the basis of which
he wants to site his industries. The
siting of industries, according to the
Hon. Minister, depends upon the
consumption of the dangkuda in
various parts of the island. That was
his Budget speech. Probably in this
respect, too, he is waiting to conduct
a survey and site it.

I want to tell the Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs that this is a matter
where he is treating a patient for
pimples when he is suffering from
small-pox. That is one aspect of this
whole matter. There is another
aspect, and that is wvis-a-vis the
National Government, we have to
develop the kind of attitude that
bureaucracy develops of it. We had
the gravest years in regard to the
misuse of provision of this kind. I
have known instances in the past and
we have had occasion to complain to
persons in authority of how certain
evilly-minded police officers—I am
not saying all police officers are so
minded but some evilly-minded
police officers—introduced narcotics
into the office of a political party,
which was under attack by the Gov-
ernment of the day, had the place
raided and took in charge a number
of persons who were brought for
trial on the ground that thev were
trading in ganja. If you can get
police officers to do that, if you find
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police officers who, unable to frame
a person whom they fesl to be
builty and who has eluded them,
thereafter, in order to catch him
use time and again ganja or some-
thing else to frame a person whom
they do not like, then they can easily
make use of a section like this. That
is why, from the point of view of
protecting the liberty of the subject,
I think, it is necessary that this
matter be considered once again in
regard to all its implications. There
are very distinguished persons, some
of them on the other side, whose
cars were used for the transport of
drugs in the old days and even passed
the excise guards at Elephant Pass.
There were persons who had special
containers fixed to their vehicles and
who were given a certain degree of
immunity in regard to search and
inspection. They were used by
smugglers in the old days for the
purpose of bringing narcotics to
Colombo. It is very well known.
There is the hon. Member for Nallur
nodding. He is aware of the persons.

ceemnBes BNNBENHBY
(Qr&i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Nl Ps

DE51D cenBesn S

(8. Quie) Qeriewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

And V. V. I. Ps. The Hon. Minister
of Industries is well aware of the
fact. He had a minor exercise in
fisticuffs in the old assembly, the
former assembly that ruled this
country, with a gentleman over the
fact of having accused that party of
participating in that kind of venture.
The Hon. Minister of Industries will
remember that fact. So in that
situation this whole question of
catching a person who transports a
little kasippu from one place to
another in a vehicle and of seizing
that vehicle is an irrelevancy. It is
not a matter to be dealt with. I have
to ask the Hon. Minister in order to
keep up to his principles, expounded
when he was here, in defence of the
liberty of the subject, in defence of
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the ordinary decencies of human
existence, in order not to put another
instrument into the hands of the
bureaucracy, of evilly-minded offi-
cials in the Excise Department or the
Police Department by passing this
kind of law, to withdraw this Bill.

I appeal to him to withdraw this
Bill and have the matter properly
considered. We will give him all the
co-operation in regard to any measure
taken for combating the kasippu
menace. We are entirely one with
him in regard to that matter and we
want him to give his mind to it in a
big way. We want him to see that
the matter is considered in all its
perspectives. Until then, I would like
to appeal to him to withdraw this
Bill because it is an instrument
which is equally perverse. It can be
used in a very bad way to harass
people. Why add further to the
harassment of people, the villagers,
on behalf of whom the Minister
always spoke when he was in the
Opposition as Member for Galle?
Those are the people who would be
harassed in this kind of matter. The
small man in the village who is
unable to stand up to the bureaucracy
—these are the people whom they
will select and harass over this kind
of matter. All the big people will
get away. So why introduce a
meaningless amendment of this kind,
an irrelevancy of this kind ?

I want to appeal to the Hon.
Minister to withdraw this Bill and
give his mind to the proper aspects
of this matter, to bring it in a serious
legal form which we can all support,
to combat the kasippu menace. With
this appeal to the Hon. Minister I
want to ask the honourable House,
through you, to plead with the
Minister to see that this Bill is taken
back on this occasion and brought
back in a new form, in a manner
which is acceptable to all of us where
we can help the Hon. Minister to
deal with this very serious problem
of kasippu.

1965 ex3on€d 23 370
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eeDemdn NOBNDBY

(Q_r&Em prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, it is always
a pleasure .to listen to the hon.
Member for Colombo South. His
speeches are always very interesting
and instructive. But today I must
say he was rather disappointing
because he was splitting hairs about
a very innocent amendment to the
Excise Ordinance.

I do not think the Government or
the Minister concerned will say that
this particular amendment is not
going to leave any loopholes or will
prevent all excise offences. This is an
attempt to stop this mence from one
direction, namely the transport of
excisable goods. My good Friend says
that if you use the word “ transport ”
the BOAC aeroplane—

85D oS3 ch.
(B Quiey’. Qardevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The world “ import ” is there. Read
that in Section 54.

©62emdes BNANDBY
(Qr&Lnr praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I do not think the airline imports
anything. A certain person imports.

D&snud oS .
(8. Quiren. Qariiewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Anything used for the import of it.
That is what Section 54 says.

esRemnba shasDsY

(Oré&Lnr prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

qu instance, there is a man who
carries a little snow in his pocket. He
travels by a C. T. B. bus. Why should
the C. T. B. bus be confiscated for it ?
Suppose a person travels from Jaffna
by train and carries in his pocket a
little ganja. Are you going to confis-
cate the train or question the engine
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driver ? There must be some sense in
the law. Any law must be applied
with reason and common sense. You
cannot try to make fun of everything,
This amendment is not going to stop
this menace altogether. But it is cer-
tainly going to act as a deterrent. If
drivers of hiring cars—they are the
main offenders who transport these
things—know that their cars or their
lorries are going to be confiscated or
that they may be confiscated, there
will be a deterent if they are mace to
realize that, it will be a deterent, and
to a large extent it will stop this kind
of traffic. That is all this amendment
to the Excise Ordinance is expected
to do and that is all it will do. To
that extent it will be useful.

There is no law passed by man
which can close all loopholes against
all the rogues and all the brains that
are pitted against it. We will have to
find other ways of dealing with the
problem.

My good Friend referred to the
previous Minister of Finance, the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota, and said
that he solved the problem to some
extent.

T O Y G BERd » Own. (62706D)
(Dap. evraredl Gosasrger—Csri_Cr_)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne—Kotte)

Refer to Section 54 sub-Section
(2). You are a Doctor of Law are
you not ?

ccdemnBw NOBNDHBY

(OLr&L_i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I will enter into a controversy
with my Friend after I make my
point.

Ty E BEDSH » Do,
(Sqn. owererell Hevdsrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
Come to the point, then.

©eDem i NN BY

(QuraLi praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Sir, the point is this: we were
told that when the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota was the Minister of
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Finance, he had conceived of a plan
to stop to a large extent the manu-
facture and sale of kasippu. It
was said that he had a plan to make
people drink toddy instead. Now, I
think the procedure the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota adopted at
that time was wrong. The whole
idea of stopping the kasippu indusiry
was wrong. I say that because the
man who goes for kasippu will go
for nothing else. Offer him whisky,
brandy or the best of champagne,
he will have none of it. He will
have kasippu or nothing. He is not
going to take brandy or whisky or
toddy as a substitute for kasippu
because he will not get from those
other drinks the “ kick ” that he gets
from kasippu. That is one point.

The other point is that trying to
amend the Excise Ordinance under
cover of a Finance Bill is a very
novel way of trying to by-pass the
normal procedure of the Legislature.
When the then Minister of Finance
introduced this proposal of allowing
a more widespread tapping of coco-
nut trees for toddy I was not against
it. But I do say that it was not
done in the proper way. Did he
come here and say how many mil-
lions of coconut trees there are in
the country and of them how many
were expected to be tapped ? Did
he say what the additional strength
of the excise force he envisaged was
in order to collect the taxes and
dues ? How much, naturally, of
that amount he expected would not
be collected because of various
difficulties ? What was the extra
expense to the Government by hav-
ing this additional excise force?
Did he tell us what would be the
effect of this toddy-tapping on the
production of coconut and copra?
Did he tell us what the loss would
be to revenue if there was a fall in
the production of coconut and copra?
Naturally, Sir, if a large number of
trees are tapped the production
of coconut and copra will fall.

All this is what the then Minister
of Finance should have told us. He
should have made all those statistics
available to this House. He should


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

373
86dg (woeridm) vemn ewddem

have said, “ I expect so many millions
of trees to be tapped. I expect so
much revenue to be collected—so
many millions more or less. We
require so many men more to collect
the dues and so much will be the
extra cost to Government on that
score. As a result of the tapping we
will lose so much revenue from copra
and coconut”, and so on.

But, we knew nothing about these
things. Introducing the Finance
Bill, he said he was going to do this,
and his action was against all normal
procedure. I was provoked to say
that, Sir, because my Friends oppo-
site come here and challenge the
 procedure, something which they
themselves have mnever observed,
which they themselves have always
broken.

All that this amendment says is
that it is going to be some kind of
deterrent. The people who are most
involved in dealing with ganja,
opium and other things of that kind
are motor-car drivers and lorry
drivers. If they are warned, if they
know, that their cars and lorries,
which are very difficult to replace
now, will be confiscated, that is
bound to be a deterrent to some
extent.

Now, as far as international trade
in narcotics is concerned, I do not
think that can be covered by this
Bill, and to say that Ceylon, by pass-
ing the Bill which our Hon. Minister
has presented, is going to check the
international trade in narcotics is a
little foolish. Of course we have to
co-operate with Interpol and other
Governments in their preventive
measures and, if necessary, amend
the law to be in tune with that of
the international body. In this parti-
cular case, we aim at nothing very
high. We are only trying to prevent
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come of those big mischief-makers
from carrying on this nefarious

trade.

g. on. 3.47

FO oY € Bewdwy m» .

(8. ev_rerdl Gevssrgar)

(Mr, Stanley Tillekeratne)

In point of fact, in regard to this
matter, we have found very recently
the Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
being given the title of * Minister
for Heavenly Affairs” in view of
his very religious approach to some
of these questions.

1 was travelling by train fast
evening from Anuradhapura, and I
noticed that people were just wait-
ing for the D-Day when the Hcn.
Minister would stop the sale of
liquor in our trains. In point of fact,
I am very unhappy that he will be
denying certain pleasures to the
people which probably, at one time,
he had been very fortunate in enjoy-
ing. Anyhow, as fime goes on, as
age comes to people, they sometimes
think of the next world to which
they are going. Fortunately, in this
case, the Hon. Minister has only to
take himself, and has nobody to
leave behind.—[interruption]. I have
been asked by the hon. fair Member
for Mirigama (Mrs. Obeyesekere)
“How do you know that ?” Well,
I do not know whether there is any
more. For any information I could
get on this matter, I should be very
pleased, Sir, because on that matter
my knowledge only boils down to
the existence of the hon. Member for
Galle who is also the Hon. Minister
of Home Affairs.

In point of fact, people are getting
embarrassed by this type of ad hoc
legislation. Peopl= would occasionally
like to drink a little beer, the “ Three
Coins ” beer sold in our trains, about
which the Hon. Minister of Public
Works had so much to say on some
visit soma time back. People like to
drink a little beer when they go on a
long distance train journey. But un-
fortunately, by the end of October, as
a result of the policy being pursued
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by the Hon. Minister, those people
will have to go without it. I do not
know whether this has been done
with the concurrence of this Govern-
ment or whether it is just his rancy.

Then we have another position. The
Excise Ordinance has been the best
salary concessions that have been
given to the bureaucracy. Why do I
say it ? Sir, your years of experience
occupying the Bench as Magistrate
and also as District Judge, and also as
a lawyer, would be enough of an edi-
fice on which I can build my argu-
ments because you realize that even
in the absence of any salary increase
or salary revision, most of the police
officers and excise officers are very
happy. I do not know whether this is
really a sop that is being given by the
Hon. Minister to corrupt excise and
police officers to make money on the
threat of a car being confiscated and
also to see that when the case comes
up the necessary evidence is not led
before court in order to prevent, as
one sometimes may say, knowledge of
exclusive possession.

The only thing, as it appears to me,
is that the Hon. Minister wants to be
an upasakaya. We have no objection.
Anyhow, when he has to go to heaven,
they will stop him at the gate and
take account of his past also, because
thosz are matters in which those in
charge of heaven are very careful
about. They will not only look into
his present credentials of bringing an
Excise (Amendment) Bill before this
House or the fact that he has been
bold enough to take a decision to stop
the sale of liquor in trains from some-
where about the end of October, but
as I said, into his past as well.

Now, the present Excise Ordinance
is sufficient to meet the present situ-
ation in the absence of @iicomplete

Bewldn @) LHAC®
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change in the law. In point of fact, I
would have been very happy in my
practice as a lawyer to call you, Your
Lordship.

Section 54, sub-Section (2) of our
Excise Ordinance lays down :

(2) Any excisable article lawfully
imported, transported, manufactured, had
in possession, or sold along with, or in
addition to, any excisable article liable to
confiscation under this section, and the re-
ceptacles, packages, and coverings in
which any such excisable article, mate-
rials, still, utensil, implement, or appa-
ratus as aforesaid is found, and the other
contents, if any, of the receptacles or
packages in which the same is found, and
the animals,—"

Very important—for you, those on
that side !—[Interruption.] I am only
referring to the various words that -
have been used.

“ __carts, vessels, or other conveyance
used in carrying the same, shall likewise
be liable to confiscation.”

You will see, Sir, that this section
yet provides for magistrates in the
course of proceedings and after, par-
ticularly when an accused has been
found guilty of conscious and un-
lawful possession of unlawfully manu-
factured arrack, lto advise the police
to charge the owner of the vehicle or
even to ask the owner of the vehicle
to show cause as to why his vehicle
should not be confiscated. In point
of fact, the hon. Mamber for Udup-
piddy (Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)
knows well the number of instances
where magistrates have asked lthe
owners of vehicles to show cause as
to why their vehicles should not be
confiscated, and I am glad the hon.
Member for Uduppiddi has interrup-
ted by saying that knowledge has to
be proved, or, knowledge has to be
there, in ord>r to make a person liable
under this section.

What is going lto happen ?  This
section that is brought in—do>=s it im-
prove the position ? No. The amend-
ment here says :

«“ manufactured liquor or for the offence
of transporting without lawful authorﬁ

a quantity of unlawfully manufactur
Honor(t
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In point of fact, here also we will
be faced with the same position. For
instance, Mr. Deputy Chairman, you
come all the way from Negombo to
Colombo and on the way you see one
of your voters by the side of the road.
Surely, out of courtesy you will stop
the car and ask him where he is going.
It is also good to have a voter on your
side.- If he is also going in the same
direction you will give him a lift. You
are not going to examine his bag or
whatever he is carrying before he gets
into your car. If you do that you lose
a vote. Courtesy also demands that
you should not. You are not going to
examine the bag of every gentleman
or lady to whom you give a lift.

OB Bawids BB
(Bypsseller o1 ys@rrsart syeurser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I do not propose lto give a lift to
anybody.

Ty Bewdxys .
(Bs. ev_mresrel Sosss Gex)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

If you do not propose to give lifts
to ladies I think it is well advised.
Anyhow, I am glad you want to keep
trouble away from your domestic
waters. Whatever it may be, the
other aspect of the question comes in.
Any person to whom you give a lift
can introduce it into your car. You
would have known, while being a
magistrate and a district judge, that
the defence that is always taken in
this type of case is that the police or
the excise introduced it into the car.
This amendment, ad hoc amendment,
if placed on the Statute Book, will be
very dang>rous. In point of fact, I do
not think the hon. Member for Ja-ela
(Mr. Paris Perera) is very happy
about this. I do not think the hon.
Member for Wattala (Mr. Shelton
Jayasinghe) is very happyoiThe hon:
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Member for Nallur (Dr. Nagana-
than) is a doctor. His drugging
is of a different type. But the

argument developed by the hon. Joint
Member for Colombo South (Mr. Ber-
nard Soysa) was that under the pro-
visions of this amendment, read in
conjunction with Section 54, it will
mean that if any one transports or
imports liquor into this country with-
oult authority, the vehicle that is used
for transport is liable to confiscation.
Of course, if someone says that the
owner of the vehicle must act in col-
lusion, that the owner of the vehicle
should be an accomplice, that the
owner should have a guilty know-
ledge, Ithen, in point of fact, even
without the present amendment, Sec-
tion 54 will suffice to deal with a situ-
ation like this.

@l Dl cBBNRW

(Qeerrar sorfls sSpTLGS)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

No. The Supreme Court has held
that it is not sufficient. That is the
main point.

T BEREHN B Do,

(8. wrerel Qassrger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Mr. Justice Abeysundera’s judg-
ment is a matter that has to be can-
vassed. If you look through the New
Law Reports you will find that from
time to time many judgments have
been canvassed, and Mr. Justice
Abeysundera is not the final autho-
rity on the interpretation of Section
54 of the Excise Ordinance.

If that is the intention of the
Minister, then it should be laid down
here quite clearly that, irrespective
of whether the owner or the driver
of the wvehicle had knowledge
that unlawfully manufactured
liquor is being transported, he is
guilty of an offence and the vehicle
can be confiscated. I do not know

whether that is what this section
means.
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If this type of ad hoc legislation is
allowed to be passed, then none of
us would be safe. Indeed, this may be
a cunning device to confiscate the
cars of many an hon. Member on the
other side!

As the Hon. Minister of Industries
has stated there are many industries
that have survived without Govern-
ment assistance, and the kasippu
industry in my area is that. But
there are no exports or imports. We
are self-sufficient. The people pro-
duce liquor for their own consump-
tion. But, Sir, I know of a number
of cases in my area where innocent
people have been brought to court
and charged with excise offences—
an innocent taxi driver who gives
somebody a lift is brought to court.

If this type of ad hoc legislation is
passed, what will happen is that
taxi drivers will start opening our
bags before agreeing to a hire. You
cannot object because he can turn
round and say that if he does not
examine the contents of the bag he
can be convicted of an offence under
the Excise Ordinance and his car will
be confiscated.

I must say that the Excise Depart-
ment is stinking with corruption,
and there are policemen who can
handle a difficult excise case with
finesse, with that police touch, and
with a law like this on the Statute
Book it would not be difficult for
them to introduce unlawfully manu-
factured liquor into the vehicle of a
political enemy or rival ; and there
are officers who are prepared to do
this type of thing in the absence of
salary concessions granted by your
Government or by our Government.
Legislation of this type is very
dangerous.

Then, Sir, what about the recom-
mendations of the Prohibition Com-
mission? I think, the Prime
Minister supported them. Are you
going to implement those recom-
mendations or not ? I think it is the
duty of the Minister to discuss the
matter with the Parliamentary Greup

Bewldm @538 VedacEw
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and then tell us whether the Govern-
ment is going to lay it down for the
people of this country that they are
going to enforce temperance in this
country. I know there are some
temperamental cases on your side,
but if that is your policy then you
must legislate in conformity to that

policy.

I am not against the Hon. Minister,
but I wish to state that if they are
given a free vote on this matter many
hon. Members on the other side will
not vote for this Bill, because they
are aware of the hardships and the
sufferings of their constituents, and
they will not be able to tell them,
“That was a good Bill and so we
voted for it.” Before you decide to
have legislation of this type you
must consider the consequences.

I appeal to the Minister to con-
sider this. He is now an upasaka.
When I, too, grow old I would be
a better upasaka than he ! But just at
present my chances of going to the
other world are very remote. In
point of fact, the hon. Membar for
Colombo South says that I will not
be released even from this world.

@eDemNnBw NN Y
(Qur&_i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I1licit emigrant ?

T Y E BeHdY 5 D,

(8. ev_rerell Gassrger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Whatever is said and done on the
Floor of this House we are prepared
to assist the Hon. Minister in evolv-
ing a ficcal policy for this country,
in evolving a policy regarding the
amendment of the Excise Ordinance,
in the light of what is best suited for
the country. In that, we will co-
operate. After a full discussion of
this matter on the Floor of this
House it will be most advisable for
him to withdraw this amending Bill
and think about it a little more
soberly. Officers of his Ministry
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should also think soberly about this
matter, for if the “ Excise influence ”
is there in his own Ministry then he
will get into trouble again. I am
sure, Mr. Deputy Chairman, if you
are asked to vote as a free person
in this House you will vote against
these amendments. Therefore, I
advise the Hon. Minister to consider
this matter carefully and withdraw
this amending Bill.

&g, . 3.32

S. 8. 588 Bw. (WYe®eenE)
(Bm. £. 9. sufEs—sa Qaewnture)
(Mr. T. B. Subasinghe—Katugampola)

I will not take much of your time.
But coming from a coconut growing
district as I do, I think I also can
claim to know something about the
problem that has arisen in our area
in connection with the illicit manu-
facture of arrack—kasippu. It is
true that in our part of the country
the brewing of kasippu has become
a domestic industry. It is not that
1 am approving of it, but the econo-
mic and social conditions in our
villages are such that inevitably
people are being driven to brew illicit
arrack as a mode of employment.
Not only has it become a regular
industry, it has also become a
very important branch of trade in
our areas. There is illicit arrack—

SeDemDBG NN LY
(QuréLir praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

It is a menace to the public
health !

Qaan& &ca.

(A sufns)

(Mr. Subasinghe)

I do not want to pursue the various
lines that the hon. Member for
Nallur would like me to pursue. I
am speaking on a very serious
matter ; please let me build up my
argument. I hope the Hon. Minister
will please pay attention to what I
say.
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There is a regular traffic in illicit
arrack from certain areas specially
along the coast line of the N.W.P. to
the N.C.P. Motor cars are being
employed and I can assure the Hon.
Minister that this traffic takes place
under the very nose of the excise and
police authorities. It is a fact that
is known to very responsible people
that regular payments are made to
police officers and excise officers to
permit these transporters to get this
arrack into the interior of this
country.

Does the Hon. Minister think that
by amending this ordinance to enable
the authorities—the magistrates—to
confiscate the motor car in which
this arrack is carried the offence
would subside ? That is the point
that I am raising with the Hon.
Minister. Already illicit arrack is
being transported under the very
nose of the officials. Those who are
responsible for implementing this
Ordinance are getting regular pay-
ments from these illicit brewers.
Now you enact this legislation to
make it possible for the very people
who are already in collusion with
the offenders to ask for the confisca-
tion of the vehicles in which illicit
arrack is being transported. What will
happen ? It is not the volume of the
offences that will be reduced, it is
the price that the offender has to pay
to the officers in the Excise Depart-
ment and the Police Department that
will be enhanced.

eeDemDiBe HABNHLY
(Qréi praprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Even that will be a deterrent.

3D Eody Oca.

(B sufas)

(Mr. Subasinghe)

Well, I know the traffic that goes
on between Velvettiturai and the
South and the hon. Member for
Nallur knows that. Has any law of
the land acted as a deterrent against
that traffic? No matter what legis-
lation you pass, no matter how deter-
rent vou expect this legislation to be,
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the offenders will continue to commit
the offence—only, the price they have
to pay will now be much higher.

I have not the slightest doubt that
that is not the intention of the Hon.
Minister. I do not think the Hon.
Minister wants to be a party to it.

In my own area there are a number
of small people who own private
motor cars and run them for hire.
As I said before, there are many
people who brew kasippu or illicit
arrack. If a man who brews such
illicit liquor puts some bottles of
such liquor in a gunny bag or malla,
hires a car and goes to some other
place to deliver them, what happens
to that man who owns the motor car
who ran an innocent hire ? The
driver does not know that he is
transporting illicit liquor—it is true
that knowledge on his part is neces-
sary 1o prove the offence against him.
But he can get caught and be
punished. In our district, I know
the various subterfuges adopted by
the authorities to make extra money
every month. With powers of this
nature the possibility of doing that
kind of thing will be enhanced.

The Hon. Minister, I think, knows
about the conditions of life of the
ordinary man and woman in this
country more than anybody else on
the other side of the House—but,
certainly, not more than many of us
on this side. Does the Hon. Minister,
by resorting to this kind of ad hoc
legislation, merely want to add to the
corruption that prevails in one of the
departments under his control ? I
am sure he does not. If not, as the
hon. Member for Dompe, the hon.
Member for Colombo South and the
hon. Member for Kotte suggested, let
the Hon. Minister reconsider this
question and present before us a com-
prehensive, new excise law taking
into consideration the social and
economic aspects of this problem
which have given rise to this illicit
arrack industry, and try to find a
solution. We will all be,then, with
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you. I would earnestly appeal to the
Hon. Minister to reconsider this and
withdraw the Bill.

. 0. 3.40

8. B989us® dw.

(8. erib. BeudlFLoLiTh)

(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

While I agree with most of what
the hon. Members opposite said
that it is necessary to revise the
excise policy and work out a com-
prehensive policy, and so on. I
think the hon. Memkears of the Oppo-
sition have failed to appreciate the
necessity for this amending Bill. The
need for this amending Bill arose as
a result of a judgment delivered by
Justice Abeysundera reported in
1964 New Law Reports at page 436,
in an appeal argued by no less a
person than Dr. Colvin R. de Silva,
whereby the learned Judge held that
a car which is transporting unlaw-
fully manufactured liquor is not
liable to confiscation, but the same
car, if it transports lawfully manu-
factured liquor, becomes liable to
confiscation.

So, an anomalous position, arose,
in that a car transporting lawfully
manufactured liquor like arrack and
so on becomes liable for confiscation
but a car which transports unlaw-
fully manufactured liquor like
kasippu, or whatever yo uwant to
call it, is free from confiscation. I
think the Opposition will agree that
such a situation cannot be allowed to
exist.

The principle of confiscation is not
anything new in the Excise Ordi-
nance. Right along, Section 54 of the
Excise Ordinance has empowered the
magistrates to confiscate a vehicle
if they are satisfied that the owner of
the vehicle was involved in the
transport of the excisable article
concerned. Therefore, the principle
of confiscation has always been there.
The complication arose as a result of
a judgment of Justice Abeysundera
whereby he excluded a car trans-
porting unlawfully manufactured
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liquor from liability to confiscation.
1 am sure, hon. Members of the Oppo-
sition will appreciate that the posi-
tion arose in that way. There is no
new principle of confiscation being
introduced, no new material is being
added to the Excise Ordinance. All
that the amendment seeks to remove
is the anomalous situation arising
- from the judgment of Justice Abey-
sundera, whereby a car, as I said,
transporting Government arrack
without a permit becomes liable to
confiscation but the same car carrying
kasippu, an unlawfully manufac-
tured brew, does not become liable
to confiscation. I am sure, whatever
our views on excise matters may be,
or whatever our views on the ques-
tion of education and so on may be,
I think, everybody will agree that an
anomalous situation like this cannot
certainly be allowed to exist in the
Excise Ordinance, whereby a person
cannot transport lawfully manufac-
tured liquor like arrack, but he is free
to transport any amount of kasippu,
I think it is in that way that this
amendment, in this particular form,
arose.

I was, therefore, surprised that the
hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F. R.
Dias Bandaranaike) should have
made the sort of speech he did make.
I do not know whether he made that
speech purely to create mischief or
whether he has forgotten the law
during the short period of time he
was in the Front-benches of this
House. In fact, he was trying to
argue that this Bill was giving the
power of confiscation of cars to the
excise officers. I do not think it does
anything of that sort. All it seeks to
do is to see that a car transporting
unlawfully manufactured liquor
becomes liable to confiseation; under
Section 54, it still has to be done by
a magistrate. I think there is a long
line of decided cases of which hon,
Members may be aware where a car

Is not confiscated unless a magistrate
is satisfied that the owner of the car
was aware that excisable articles
were transported in the car, unless
the prosecution is able to-prove that
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the owner of the car had knowlec:‘tge
that excisable articles were being
transported. A magistrate will not
confiscate a car until he is fully satis-
fied. Therefore, this fear that inno-
cent persons might be troubled,
innocent persons might lose their
cars, is not justified because the law
1s very clear. Unless the owner of
the car had knowledge of or was
privy to the transporting of excisa-
ble articles, the car does not become
liable to confiscation.

I entirely agree with the hon.
Members of the Opposition that legis-
lation of this nature is not going to
stop the kasippu menace as much as
price control will not put a stop to
profiteering, as much as any other
law will not put a stop to all the
breaches of the laws. I am certain
that the hon. Members of the Oppo-
sition will agree that the anomalous
position that has been created as a
result of the judgment of Justice
Abeysundera cannot bz allowed to
exist under our law.

I think the Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs, quite rightly—I think the
hon. Member for Kotte (Mr. Stanley
Tillekeratne) was trying to pooh-
pooh it—banned the sale of liquor
in trains. I was one of those who
personally entreated the Hon. Minis-
ter of Home Affairs to stop the sale
of liquor, at least in the trains to the
North, and it was for this reason:
when these people start consuming
liquor in the trains to the North they
become a nuisance to every other
person who travels in the train. I
have no objection to anybody taking
liquor, and I am not one of those
who think that a person should be
denied the pleasure he seeks from
liquor. But I certainly think, when
it comes to a question where he be-
comes a nuisance to other people, it
is the duty of the State to step in
and see that he does not become 3
nuisance to other people. That was
the reason why the Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs had to ban the sale of
liquor on the trains.

Therefore, T would like to tell the
hon. Members of the Opposition that
whiledentirely agree with them that
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there is such a lot that has to be done
in the matter of shaping a compre-
hensive excise policy, this particular
amendment was meant to catch up
the anomalous situation that has
arisen as a result of a judgment of
Justice Abeysundera, ably got out by
no less a person than Dr. Colvin R.
de Silva. Therefore, to remove that
anomalous position this amendment
is absolutely essential. I am sure that
the hon. Members of the Opposition
will appreciate, whatever their views
may be on these matters, that it
would be rather unjust and unfair
that a car which is transporting law-
fully manufactured liquor should be
liable to confiscation, while a car
transporting kasippu does not be-
come liable to confiscation. The pur-
pose of this amendment is really to
catch up with that anomalous situa-
tion that has arisen as a result of that
judgment and no more. Therefore,
I ask the hon. Members of the Oppo-
sition to look at the amendments from
the point of view of what I have just
stated.

&. en. 3.46

@S, @8 CPBNWD
(Qzorrey Gorp s SSFTLSS)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I am very thankful to the hon.
Members who took part in the de-
bate for certain very constructive
ideas that they have put forward in
the course of the discussion.

Reference was made to the
formulation of an Excise policy by
this Government. I would like to
inform the House that the Cabinet
is considering that question very
actively. I have placed a Cabinet
Paper on this whole question and
that Cabinet Paper was a result of
the study of all the evidence that was
placed before the Select Committee of
the House and the Report of the
Prohibition Commission of 1935.

You will remember, Sir, that when
for the third time the Government
sought to reappoint the Select Com-
mittee on Excise matters; the'House;
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particularly the hon. Members of the
Opposition last year, said that they
did not want a reappointment of the
Select Committee, because all the
evidence that was necessary was
already before the Government.
Therefore, the House did not consider
it necessary that the Select Commit-
tee should consider the question any
further. '

I must say that from a perusal of
all the papers on the subject, I think,
the Government has before it a very
comprehensive view of the whole
problem and I agree with most of the
observations that were made by hon.
Members of both sides of the House
in regard to a definite Excise policy
for the country. Most of the views
that were expressed certainly have
my sympathy, and I agree with them.
But to say that this piece of legisla-
tion is not necessary because we have
not yet formulated a full or compre-
hensive Excise policy, is not quite a
sensible thing to do.

I would like to explain the history
of this piece of legislation. There was
a Magistrate’s Court case in Colombo,
No. 1456E filed by the Peliyagoda
Police. In that case the Magistrate
made order directing the confiscation
of the car in which illicit liquor was
transported. This case went up in
appeal, and the appeal was argued
before Mr. Justice A. W. H. Abey-
sundera. @ The counsel for the
appellant were Dr. Colvin R. de Silva
and Mr. A, R. M. Munsoor. The Judge
held that sub-Section (2) of Section
54 of the Excise Ordinance, which
provided for the confiscation of any
conveyance used in carrying any ex-
cisable article, does not apply to the
case that was before the court, be-
cause the Judge held that Section 54
referred to excisable articles, where-
as illicitly manufactured liquor, is not
an excisable article as such. It
became necessary, therefore, to
introduce an amendment to the law.
This amendment to the law was asked
for by the Excise Department, which
found that in quite a large number
of cases where the magistrate wished
to have the vehicle confiscated, the
Supreme Court judgment prevented
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him from doing so. The Excise Com-
missioner made the following minute
to the Minister of Home Affairs :

“QOur department has to deal very
often with cases of possession of unlaw-
fully manufactured arrack. If this article
is detected while it is being transported
by a car, for instaice, as the act of trans-
porting 1tself is not specifically penalized
by Section 47, the charge has to bz res-
tricted to one of possession. I would point
out that the Supreme Court has held that
possession and transport of the same ex-
cisable article are two distinct offences.
This is a great handicap, as unlawriully
manufactured arrack is now, to a very
great extent, transported from the manu-
facturing centres in cars belonging to the
manufacturers. The amendment asked
for will greatly strengthen the hands of
the excise and the police, and the con-
fiscation of a few wvehicles will no doubt
serve as a deterrent and a curb on the
activities of the kasippu mudalalis.”

You will thus see that the purpose
of this amending Bill is very limited.
There is not the slightest doubt that
we cannot fight the kasippu menace
by ad hoc legislation of this type. But
this type of legislation is also neces-
sary to serve as a deterrent. We
should all fight the bigger evil, but
that does not mean that we should
stand in the way of the evil being
partially fought effectively. I grant
that there is much corruption in the
police and in the excise, but the way
to deal with that problem is not
through this type of legislation. This
legislation has become necessary in
‘order that there may be some sort
of . deterrent so far as those who
transport  illicitly = manufactured
liquor are concerned.

Reference was also made in the
course of the debate, although it was
not quite relevant, to the ban on the
sale of liquor in trains from the 1st
of October, that is, next month. I
should like to inform the House that
this ban was ordered by me on re-
presentations made by twelve Mem-
bers of Parliament, who were
unanimous that the sale of liquor in
trains has become something very
offensive.

3— e 9087 (65/9)
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(B Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am sure the hon. Member for
Wattala (Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
was one of them '

oG @nda ensnnd
(Qsorrey sorfG sapruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I had to listen to the twelve hon.
Members who made representations
to me because I found that there were
innumerable complaints from the
public too. I also found that one of
the recommendations of the Prohibi-
tion Commission of 1955 was that
there should be no sale of liquor in
trains. If hon. Members disagree
with my decision, it is for them to
canvass it openly on the Floor of the
House. What I feel is that I have
responded to the voice of popular and
responsible opinion in this country.

I assure the House that without
much delay we shall formulate some
definite and comprehensive excise
policy because a Cabinet Paper on
such a policy is just now before the
Cabinet. I ask that this piece of
legislation be approved whole-
heartedly by the House.

Y9 me S0um I, wwmuddm B,

2238z v&mm 30 gpmed 0gO® BS Res
B ¢&

@ dessuuG ab DSQanereriuL g.

S geug, wlrrsr QuetmLmin reoOpuUns WHL
WLuQuibm g,

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time,
On vg P ewdrd wmud®om Sa,

‘emdBux wvemm g3 ex'd) eetac
™ ©50dD 51080 9Re."—[@8 DS
BAED. ¢wznwm.]

Weireumtd  Ga o e TP mEQE T eTILIL 5.

“ Qe gn WPrmUSGEGUWPYES sTLLLLGUNE .
—[Qaerres sen B G Loy, sapTuss)
Resolved :

“That the Bill be refer d
Committee of the Whole r%ou:g."j
[The Hon. Dr. W, Dahanaeyake.]
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[@@&5@1&?@ o U EBunsent Liser Slvenin
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Considered in Committee.

[Mg. DEPUTY~CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
in the Chair.]

1 o» Powyde wd 2 2» 2o Bw
empfuw wsomend omluw mO«d BAw
GRed Bewla DD CE.

sad B oy Ha wen MmOe engbed ©&H
omB cmluw mSwd BAew wwd Pewie
Dé® CE.

c2gfey S&ED wewldn 8D, Him
@é® ¢cL.
1 @ aumesaptd 2 b UTES LAL

w3sr srafler LG HWIE BHEs Gacn@Oer 2%
LI LS. i
SLLIONE @ITEsapld Gt wlergrdlar UGS
wrs @més Gaau®@uwerr 242 uSLOLCLS].
wsngn B s s Ay apysQaereniulL Sid
2 HlaflGs UL Gl
Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported, without Amendment.

aé @rnde CNHBNGD
(Qaerras sorfls SEpTUES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I move.

“That the Bill be now read the Third
time”.
s’ e 8%um cE, wwmuddn Ba,

enfPuwy wkmm 0 gPWCD [TOWIS
Bedr w08m» wém» I

S flGsasLIL® ab mECareroriUiLgl.

S Sy, EETGN EpET(HD  PEIDWTSE S
eoQup g PevpCappuCuppgl.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time,
and passed.
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mmdzes Bowlds SRS

(@apssetler eu ys@rreeri Sjeurser)

(Mr. Deputy-Chairman of Committees)

The Sitting 1is suspended till
430 p.ML

dif 8@ &0 gmmCD MmPmED g B
g, 430 @ P seWOm G

QseTu., Sjwie L. u. 4.30 eer G
Boissuul®, WBan@h 247 thuordd g

Sitting accordingly suspended till

4.30 .M. and then resumed.

cOemg DAL (WeeRIVD)
S0y eI
sty afl (Bargs) wCersr
Tosacco Tax (AMENDMENT) BILL

2e9m 96 BuBe® Bewlaw Bedm CE.
@oerLnin wHUpaTer &Ll @rSEsUULLG.

Order for Second Reading read.
g en. 4.30

a5 GNdw CHBNGL
(Ozorren TG SSFTLUES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)
I move,

“That the Bill to amend the Tobacco
Tax Act be now read a Second time.”

A certain cigarette manufacturing
company asked for permission to
make a cigarette of leaf tobacco
instead of with wrapping materials
as is done now. When this question
was examined, it was found that in
the Tobacco Tax Act (Cap. 245) the
terms  “cigarette” and “ pipe
tobacco” are not defined. This
amending Bill defines the terms
“cigarette” and “ pipe tobacco”.’

g 6 BB @wém ¢l

@ 670S PwibuiGubhn .
Question proposed.

g. e, 4.32

8 3. 0. e dY @, (BScmeny)
(B A. 9. erib. Canr G—eaidar)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)

eBemng BEBDE (t6cnAD) BEHD
EE8Rcd 988unf W6 B BoeAB
oy OME® 8l PeDDmwn WE

g


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

393
¢Pemng Bdg (weexildm) uenzw cwITem
e B @ B8ms¥em snen. »sf
cBemmmeg B wCsY Vewrsy @Doien
e B &b HIBRMEn OB
00 e RHDE® wcemB, & nd BTew.

cBemng BadDED oS FARIS)
a8sE 10 ¢S 80 CBwm™ gocs
o Ceadmd. clemg ST R
&H8ud 28 a8 B& de Dwewsy
g W6 PO Bud, OE® Feow
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mBwd bBw clemng O DHECREY
G8a 28 e oxFsn gmd, ©®
Gwe® QB8 s&ems 8 SG8ul
20 ©80e% 69wRB BmEO ¥odA. M
60, c¢Pemng S mEHsY 8wl
48z ©®s% CLeA®D. F S18wE 48 Y
cCemng BB snd eI e®
S5y RERS—

s B36cnds BInBBHS

(Gapssallar o1 ys@rreart oaurser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Babd clempe, v 386 cCemng
w5 6cddam gmd B AW MBS
BN 2B 65 ?

ol @nde eHBNGD

(Qsorrar sorpla sspTLES)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

“Badd cPemng” wy ‘sl &8
emng”’ w® IDOE ¢80 Bbemns
BIBIBO gReqy WSBT 2 B,

8 8. 98, 9y e

(8. . 19 eriv. Canrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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(Qurdg i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, this amend-
ment is a very simple one. It is really
more about the definition than any-
thing else. I hope you will allow me—
I am sure the Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Commerce
and Trade and the Minister of Home
Affairs will bear with me—to
digress a little as did my good
Friend, the Member for Walapane.
For once I am in agreement with him
—Iit is a great occasion when our two
stars have met—that there has been
a very substantial increase in the
quantum of beedi tobaccn leaf that is
being brought into this country from
India and elsewhere. To that extent
it has very gravely effected the
beedi industry in tnis country and
many boys and girls have been or
are on the verge of being thrown
out of employment.

I do not want to say very much
about this matter. I think the beedi
tobacco leaf importers will make a
fairly good case, but there is also a
very sirong case that their quota
should be reduced. If may be that a
slight increase could be allowed but
the present quota is altogether out of
proportion and will consequently
affect gravely the local beedi tobacco
growers and the manufacturers. I
hope the Government which is ever
ready to remedy anything that is
wrong will see to it that this
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anomaly or, if I may say so, the
great injury done to a local industry
is quickly remedied.

a& @il ewsnm

(Ceorres aorf sepruss)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake) :

A& BekdEs BNSBPOB, dEesesy
@& O H® (8. B. 98, e S5’
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©c® YeC 9on ¢aAB, ¥ Yee O8R. ¥
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R 9f8uoY e WA 6@ Fowws S
06 POBPHO 0O 9E8ur’ DS H8,
D @0 BB ecwry erNeda. demsy,
I&esl & gewed & dmem D5,
I8 WEDT e 8D QcB8eny
DG DA 06 DS FOBPSHO
RE88EY WEWD. & s mews’ gLy
DY BeRADD. ol DY vy F OB
D o WMEEEN D5 ACD G .

g Dw Vw» Y, wemesd®Om S,

c29fuw s@m®m IO gxmeEd SR 85 Hes
o G
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S GQubmE.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

O ¢ I ewdmmd wenud®Om S,

“ewmElunf sanm 8865 OB LT BE ded
B8end0 @188 wye."—[wd guEn ¢®BNER, ]

Sesrauib LIGaaSesr aIh m&GlETen eTILLL &,

“ wBsrsn apupdrmus GuoedEs enL UGS,

—[Qaerrar seond B SEBTLES]

Resolved :

“That the Bill be referred
Committee of the Whole
[The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake.]

MWD wmedBE wEEw ACD CE

[s:dm wom Becdeds HMEBRH GErmsnsid
. ]

to a
House.”—

PepFTamLsGupalley a0 rwiQubhm ).

[Guwésalear o1 9eBrrsant oauissr &2%ventn
SraBg.]

Considered in Committee.

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported, without Amendment.

A& Hrdes CBBNGR
(Qsorres sorfle sspruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I move,

“That the Bill be now read the Third
time.”

g e Sum 2z, uwmud®dm 8.

emglewy wém®» 0 §gNCED P O»
R w5@O» wém ¢

@ @SB ahmsQarereriulL g.

A S Uy, WCFTST apaT(mibd apenmuns o N
Qub my BeopCaippts Qupps.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time,
and passed.

MSDeen Becd s s
(GBwssafler o1 oy&&rrseri SJ@lir &6 )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
The next item is No. 3—Excess
Votes. The Resolution has been

moved and the House goes into
Committee. :
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Excess Vores, 1962-63

;b ©BencDBE BEwm AEB CE.

[sném wem Bewlds wmsBpe §oumedd
Ses.]

Gapelley rrwiQuUDDE.
[ ®epssaiar oy osBonsent s uBS ST

Considered in Committee.

[Mr. DepuTy CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
in the Chair.]

DO BY .

(Bm. Qaearwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I want to suggest that you take up
all these items together.

a& 0. @l Sk
(Qaorres Cog. 9. spuieun e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

(1) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 460,105.92 be granted to make good
an excess reported by the Public Accounts
Committee on Head 24, Vote 2, Estimates
1962-63.”

(2) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 1,120,152.08 be granted to make good
an excess reported by the Public Accounts
Committee on Head 41, Vote 2, Estimates
1962-63.”

(3) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 2,307.91 be granted to make good an
excess reported by the Public Accounts
Committee on Head 70, Vote 1, Estimates
1962-63.”

(4) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 40,001.92 be granted to make good an
excess reported by the Publiec Accounts
?g%?ngéti;,ee on Head 70, Vote 2, Estimates

(6) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 6,583,321.92 be granted to make good
an excess reported by the Public Accounts
?5}61'12‘11’%1131;1;,?6 on Head 102, Vote 7, Estimates

(6) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 1,5623.61 be granted to make good an
excess reported by the Public Accounts
?g%rgrgétﬁge on Head 126, Vote 1, Estimates

(7) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 35,368.78 be granted to make good an
excess reported by the Public Accounts
?goéglgétt’?e on Head 138, Vote 2, Estimates
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(8) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 75,654.14 be granted to make good an
excess reported by the Public Accounts
Committee on Head 148, Vote 1, Estimates

1962-63.”

(9) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 1,340,653.11 be granted to make good
an excess reported by the Public Accounts
Committee on Head 164, Vote 1, Estimatcs
1962-63. ”

(10) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 374,089.70 be granted to make good an
excess reported by the Public Accounts
Committee on Head 164, Vote 2, Estimates
1962-63. "’

(11) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 2,786,178.77 be granted to make good
an excess reported by the Public Accounts
?%Igméttee on Head 164, Vote 6, Estimates

962-63.

(12) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 5,118,040.51 be granted to make good
an excess reported by the Public Accounts
?oﬁr;ugéttee on Head 164, Vote 7, Estimates

9 e . 32

(13) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 21149 be granted to make good an
excess reported by the Public Accounts
ICQ%?r%tt’(’ee on Head 167, Vote 3, Estimates

(14) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 185,529.34 be granted to make good an
excess reported by the Public Accounts
?goszéméétt’(’ee on Head 168, Yote 6, Estimates

(15) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 363.62 be granted to make good an
excess reported by the Publie Accounts
1C9061§11%13itt$e on Head 170, Vote 2, Estimates

(16) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 592,468.90 be granted to make good an
excesg reported by the Public Accounts
109()61.121116161‘1:1%?6 on Head 103, Vote 7, Estimates

(17) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 1,228,152.39 be granted to make good
an excess reported by the Public Accounts
fgoﬁr;mg:i)‘tt’?e on Head 107, Vote 7, Estimates

(18) “That a sum not exceeding
Rs. 2,531,142.74 be granted to make good
an excess reported by the Public Accounts
El‘g%rgrgéttfe on Head 169, Vote 7, Estimates

gl Mo umBED @ ca

fley or@ g Huwbuy QubD .
Question proposed.
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(B . Qserioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

There is not very much that
arises from these Excess Votes. 1
remember, the Pubic Accounts Com-
mittee considered them and reported
to this House. There is only one
matter which is referred to in the
Report of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee to which I think it is necessary
to draw the attention of the House.

The situation arose that the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee desired to
examine the Clerk to the Senate in
regard to a certain item that appear-
ed in the Report of the Auditor-
General. When the Clerk to the
Senate was communicated with, he
took up the position that he was a
servant of the Senate and it would
not be correct for him to appear be-
fore a committee of this House. For-
tunately, the information which the
Public Accounts Committee required
became available through another
source and therefore the issue did not
come to a head. But, nevertheless,
the Public Accounts Committee had
to draw the attention of this House
to that fact.

I think the situation is very un-
satisfactory. There is a tradition that
Members of the Senate inasmuch as
they are Members of what is known
as ‘“another place” resist any
attempts to summon them to appear
before any committee of this House.

Many years ago a question arose.
There was a distinguished person—
I was also a member of the Public
Accounts Committee at that time—
whom we wished to examine. He was
Sir Oliver Goonetilleke. The com-
mittee wished to examine him in
relation to certain matters that had
transpired when he was Civil Defence
Commissioner. I think at that time
Sir Oliver Goonetilleke was Minister
of Finance and a Member of the
Senate. The question arose as to
whether a Member of the Senate
could appear before our Publie
Accounts Committee to answer to
certain matters which he alone had
knowledge of. However, the whole
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question was resolved. Sir Oliver
Goonetilleke agreed, when the matter
was put to him, voluntarily to appear.
Although he was both a Senator and
Minister of Finance at that time,
nevertheless he came before the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee and cleared
up the question which was before
the committee.

. The Public Accounts Committee
would always be in a great difficulty
in this matter if the position taken
by the Clerk of the Senate is per-
sisted in. It is true he is the main
officer of another place, but he is also
the chief accounting officer of a cer-
tain department, as it were. He is
the main officer in charge of these
accounts and it is only from him that
this House or the Public Accounts
Committee on behalf of this House
can ever get the necessary informa-
tion in order to satisfy itself that all
thih regulations have been complied
with.

I bring this matter to the notice of
the House and the notice of
the Goverment not because we could
do anything about it at this moment
—in faet I discuss this Motion in
order to establish this question—but
if we do not take some action about
this, I feel the Public Accounts Com-
mittee’s powers and therefore the
powers of this House would be res-
tricted and we should not easily
accede to such a position.

I hope that this matter will be
given serious consideration by the
entire House because it is a matter
which concerns the authority of the
House as a whole and of the Public
Accounts Committee.

A81D owmBen Do,

(Bw. Quiey’. Qerdievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Chairman my Friend the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central, I
believe, has placed before this House
the anomalous situation created by
the refusal of the Clerk to the Senate
to come before the Public Accounts
Committee to explain an excess on a
Vote. The matter was reported by me
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to Mr. Speaker and I believe Mr.
Speaker intended to have a fuller dis-
cussion on that matter with the
leaders of the parties in this honoura-
ble House as well ag with the authori-
ties in the Senate for the purpose of
resolving this matter in a satisfactory
way, so that in future such a situation
would not arise. The Public Accounts
Committee has been placed in a very
embarrassing position because I
believe in the whole history of this
committee this is the first time that
anybody has refused to appear Sefore
it. The Standing Order is quite clear
on the matter. It says:

“The P. A. C. shall have the right to
gsend for persons and documents.”

I, therefore, tried to ascertain what
validity the Standing Orders have in
respect of the powers of these two
Houses. I find that the only
reference in the Constitution is to the
fact that the first Standing Orders of
each House have to be made by the
Governor in the first instance,
and thereafter they would be subject
to amendment by each of the two
Houses. Beyond that nothing further
is stated and it is necessary for us to
go to British parliamentary practice
to see what further sanctions can be
invoked under the Standing Orders.
There are various ways in which, of
course, if this House is so mindead, it
will be possible to retaliate against
the Senate. We can, of course, on the
basis that the Senate is refusing to
recognize the powers of this House in
regard to financial matters, refuse to
pass their Votes. We can adopt
various sanctions against them, and
this matter will very easily become a
major battle between the two Houses.
That is not exactly what the Public
Accounts Committee and I propose.
We are not suggesting that the
House should so conduct the battle.
We want this matter brought to the
notice of this House not because we
are asking you to adopt sanctions
against the Senate or even asking
you to make an appeal to the Senate
to adopt sanctions against the
particular officer concerned.
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As a person that particular officer
is a respectable individual. We all
know him very well. He was here
before he went there. This is not a
personal matter relating to him. This
is a matter in which possible em-
barrassment can be caused to the
Public Accounts Committee in the

future.

I want to bring to your notice first
that there is the Public Service Com-
mission. The Public Service Com-
mission is created by the powers of,
or within the provisions of, the Con-
stitution and it is an independent
body. If the Secretary to the Public
Service Commission should adopt
the position that he cannot appear
before a Committee of this House
because the Public Service Com-
mission is independently constituted
and it is not a Government depart-
ment, what would be the situation ?

Or, for instance, if the Auditor-
General should take up that position
what would be the situation ? If the
Auditor-General, in the course of his
investigations into the accounts of the
year, finds that there has been an
excess of expenditure in the Auditor-
General’s Department itself, and if
the accounting officer of that depart-
ment refuses to come before the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee, that would
create a very bad precedent and a
very bad situation.

Take the Commissioner of Elec-
tions. The Commissioner of Elections
is under no particular Ministry. His
department cannot be treated as a
Government department in that way.
If on that ground the Commissioner
of Elections refuses to come before
the Public Accounts Committee, that
is going to create a situation which
cuts across what the Public Accounts
Committee is expected to do.

So, from that point of view, I want
to bring to the notice of the Hon.
Ministers and Mr. Speaker that this
is a matter that should be properly
discussed with a view to arriving at
a solution so that this anomalous

Bewd 8y VBIE) @eIAC®
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situation would not be permitted to
continue in regard to future delibera-
tions of a Committee of this House.

B

g me Tum clxY, swmuddn Sa.
@y al@ssuuL® @b psQanerariulL g,
Question put, and agreed to.

808 1 80 18 e D st SBDD ek
BE® C&.

anégluand 1 @& Qapa 18 car Suss
Qugendss] apgyé Qareieriull srs @ Padls
SO L &,

Resolutions 1 to 18 reported, without
amendment,

ad e, od. DB
(Qaorras Geg. gyi. sgweud ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move,

“That the House doth agree with the
Committee in the said Resolutions.”

g e Slum ¢, amzddn Ja,
clgy e@EsLILLE ah s Qamsneriull &.
Question put, and agreed to.

T DWECEDO 5 Oe® (Dede
S&T) s s
&L-wflentn g sEECermser o) B5 s
(fICs_ arpr@ser) wlsrsr

InposiTioN oF Civic DISABILITIES
(SpeciaL Provisions) BiLL

6O mR6 Rude® Bewow Bwdm cE.
@remrn wPiparen sl anr RasiulLg.
Order for Second Reading read.

g.e%, 4.53

oG & d, FwdiRn

(Ozerreas Cap. 2. spuiauir ar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move,

“That the Imposition of Civie Dis-

abilities (Special Provisions) Bill be
read a Second time.”

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Justice will explain
the Bill.
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eE W)
(@)L erib. er&. arib. pul@) wissri—gp &
D& FileT LIT T EKLeT P ST SHE )
(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikkar—-Par-

liamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)

Mr. Chairman, I am glad—

BE ¢ ¢3S @w. (e ®d)

(8. for g gyevellev—1gCgaLn)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)
Are we taking a vote today ?

RN S & e,

(@l pule) wihésri)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

—at long last. that I have been
given this opportunity of presenting
a Bill which removes, as it were,
a stigma on the House. This is
really a very important matter, Mr.
Deputy Chairman, a matter which
affects the integrity, the character and
the honour of this House, and which
has been hanging fire for the last six
years or so, from the time the Thal-
godapitiya Commission submitted its
report. The commissioners found a
certain number of Members of Par-
liament guilty of bribery, and we had
been trying to disqualify them by
means of special legislation. But un-
fortunately, we did not succeed in
placing on the statute book a piece of
legislation to disqualify them because,
as you know, the history of the
attempt to do so has been very much
confused by a number of factors into
which I need not go. Although I am
confident that this Bill will receive
the unanimous support of the Mem-
bers of this House and will be passed
by a two-thirds majority to give
validity to it in terms of our Consti-
tution, I am a little nervous and

. apprehensive that some unknown
hoodoo might, as in the past, frustrate
our intentions.

™YY Ded.
( ,Q@ Qs ariver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Why ?
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(@ ple whssri)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

But I have not the slightest doubt
that hon. Members of this House are
anxious that a number of our——

GRBOBY Des.
(Bap. Qaerier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

A very sinister remark you made
about a hoodoo.

DR V3 wmE .

(@l puiey whsser)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

—Parliamentarians who bear the
stigma of bribery should not exercise
their civic rights because they have
been found to have committed the
offence of bribery by the Thalgoda-
pitiya Commission. You will remem-
ber, Sir, that when the Bribery
(Amendment) Bill, was under dis-
cussion a large number of our
Members asked me very pointedly as
to when this Bill would be placed
before the House, and I gave them the
assurance that I would do so in a
matter of a few weeks, and I am glad
that this Bill has been presented by

the Hon. Minister of State, as
promised, at the earliest opportunity.
SWOLY Des.
(8. Qserwar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You have taken more than two
weeks,

BN O8N 8 .

(e pule whasrr)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

Hon. Members will appreciate that
we were very much engrossed in the
Committee stage of the Budget. As
soon as the Budget was over, I
thought it was proper and necessary
that this most important piece of
legislation should be placed before
the House for its consideration and
approval. As you are aware, Sir, this
Bill cannot be valid unless we have
a two-thirds majority of the Members
voting for it, and I am happy that,
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as far as the Opposition is co_n_cerned,
they have very graciously offered to
co-operate with us and would en-
deavour, according to their under-
taking, to see that this Bill is passed
to-day itself. Of course, they may
make their comments and criticisms,
they may make their suggestions. But,
I am sure, considering the importance
of this Bill about which we are all
anxious and which we must see to it
is passed today, this Bill will not, on
account of the want of a majority, a
two-thirds majority be postponed for
another day. Therefore, I do not
expect a long drawn-out debate on
this Bill because we are all agreed as
to the purpose of this Bill, and I am
confident that the Bill will receive the
sanction of the House within the time
agreed upon by us.

I do not think it is necessary for
me to go into the details of the
attempts that we have made in trying
to disqualify and disenfranchise some
of our fellow M.P.s who have been
found guilty under the Thalgoda-
pitiya Commission. If it were neces-
sary, one could read past HANSARDS to
see the tortuous and the sordid
course, if I may use that word, this
Bill which attempted to disqualify
them had to take. If this Bill had
taken such a long timme, such a long
process, it is not we who are to be
blamed but the previous Govern-
ment who should have really
brought this Bill and passed it with-
in their term of office.

Perhaps, I ought 5 say one or two
words as to the origin of this Bill.
I do not want to take too much
time because I am also anxious as
much as the other hon. Members are
to see that this Bill is passed. I do not
want to enter into any controversy ;
I do not want to make allegations of
any kind as to who is at fault and
who is not. I want to refer to just
the main, the salient facts, so that
hon. Members who are considering
this Bill will be able to appreciate
what it is this Bill is attempting to

. do.

I think, in 1959, in this very House
a large number of Members—I
believe 14—of the then Opposition
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asked for a commission to inquire
into acts of bribery committed by
Members of Parliament and other
public  officers. At that time,
unfortunately, there was no resolu-
tion passed in this House. If that
Resolution had been passed then in
terms of the Constilution Order in
Council, Section 13, the problem that
we are now facing tcday would not -
have arisen at all. Instead of a com-
mission instituted under a Resolution
of this House the then Prime
Minister, the late Mr. Bandaranaike,
promised a commission of inquiry
under the Commissions of Inquiry
Act, with the result that a commission
was appointed under the Commissions
of Inmquiry Aet - in terms . of
Section 2, and the members of that
commission, as we know, were Mr.
Thalgodapitiya. Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Schokman.

The terms of reference, very
roughly,—I do not want to read the
entire terms of reference which are
published in the Report of the
Parliamentary Bribervy Commission
—were that they shculd investigate
into allegations of bribery against
Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries,
Members of the Senate and the
House of Represeniatives or any
Minister appointed under the Ceylon
State Council Order 1n Council of
1931, and the period within which
they were expected to investigate
was the period from 1943 to 1959.
In accordance with the terms of
reference of that cominission, these
gentlemen proceedad to investigate
into the allegations of bribery which,
aliizgording to the report, amounted to

I do not want %o go into the
details of all the matters connected
with the commission, but after due
investigation the commission found
that there were six Members of Par-
liament who were guilty of accepting
bribes according to the evidence
placed before it.

I do not think anything could be
said against the competency and the
efficiency of the commission. The
commissioners carefully sifted the
evidence. They brought to bear a
high standard of proci. They care-
fully analysed the evidence placed
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before them. I do not think there is
anything that could be said against
the findings of the commission. In
fact, I think, we are all agreed that
the commissioners did their work
efficiently and competently. But
that is not the matter that we have
got to consider.

In spite of the findings of the
commission, it was impossible, under
the terms of reference, for the per-
sons who were found guilty of
bribery and corruption to be
disfranchised, because the Commis-
sions of Inquiry Act gave the com-
mission only the power of
investigation and report and did not
empower it to impose any penalties
whatsoever on those persons found
guilty.

Hon. Members are aware that after
the findings of the commission, on a
number of occasions in this very
House, we urged the then Govern-
ment in power to bring a Bill to dis-
franchise and disqualify those Mem-
bers of Parliament who had been
found guilty by the commission,
because it was felt that owing to a
technicality they had escaped the
normal consequences that flow from
such a finding or a conviction of
bribery. Therefore, bcih on moral
grounds as well as on previous prece-
dents we had in this House, it was
thought necessary and desirable that
these persons should be disfranchised
and disqualified from exercising their
civie rights.

I do not know why the past Govern-
ment took such a long time over this
matter, but we do know that the
Prime Ministar when he was Leader
of the Opposition brought a Bill in
this very House in regard to that
matter. In fact, he gave notice of that
as early as October 1961, but owing to
certain procedural difficulties and
may be for other reasons also, the
Bill was actually presented on
8th August 1962, and as hon. Mem-
bers are aware the debate took place
in this House on 6th December 1962,

The vroceedings of that debate can
be read in Volume 50 of HaNsARD by
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those interested. I do not want to go
into that, but we do know that what
happened eventually was that the
then Government refused to support
that Bill on the ground that there
must be a right of appeal. A lot of
speeches were made on that occasion
to justify that stand, and we thought
that the Government was evading
the issue by not supporting the Bill.

From that time onwards until now
nothing had been done to disqualify
and disfranchise the six Members of
Parliament who had been found
guilty under the Thalgodapitiya Com-
mission. Therefore, we thought ithat
as soon as we came into power we
should present this Bill not only
because we felt that this is a very
necessary and very urgent matter but
also because of the conviction of hon.
Members on the other side that this
Bill should be passed in order to lega-
lize the position and remove the
stigma that has been hanging over
this House for the last so many years
because the public are asking, “ What
is it that you have done in order to
punish and penalize your own Mem-
bers who have taken bribes in the
course of their duties ?”

As far as I can see there is nothing
substantially different betwean the
Bill presented by the Hon. Prime Min-
ister, then Leader of the Opposition,
in 1961, and the present Bill except
for two important matters. One is
that the term of punishment is in-
creased to seven years in respect of
the House of Representatives as well
as local authorities ; and the other is
that the punishment is prospective.

The principle of prospective punish-
ment—that is, this Bill is to be opera-
tive from the time it is passed and
those who are caught up by it will be
unable to assume their civic rights for
a period of seven years—is a principle
that most hon. Members of this House
are agreed on. The simple reason is
that for the last so many years, al-
though technically these people are
guilty, they have got away with it and
have been able to exercise 'their civie
rights. They have been able to take

part in elections to local bodies—
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BE ¢ ¢¢ I .
(8- B i 4’1@6‘9@)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
Parliamentary elections also !

nasy 98 wnd .

(@ e LA & ST )

(Mr. Naina Marikar)
__and indeed one of those persons is
also a Member of this House.

Therefore, apart from that differ—
ence this present Bill really a}n}phﬁes
and elaborates the main provisions of
the Bill that was presented by the
Hon. Prime Minister in this House in

August 1962.

May I just read through the rele-
vant clauses of this Bill in order to
indicate to the House what they are
so that we will be able to appreciate
khe scope of the Bill ? You will find

that there is a recital which refers to
the Thalgodapitiya Commission. The
| third paragraph of the recital says:

« And whereas it has become necessary
to impose civic disabilities on the said
persons consequent on :Ehe findings of the
said Commission .

Clause 2 says that the period of dis-
qualification shall be seven years and
for that period a person found guilty
by the Thalgodapitiya Commission
will not be qualified to have his name
entered or retained in any register of
electors.

Clause 3 refers to the disqualifica-
tion with regard to voting at elections
to the House of Representatives and
local bodies. If such a person does
vote the punishment is a fine not ex-
ceeding Rs. 500 or imprisonment or
both a fine and imprisonment. I do
not think that anybody can take any

objection to the imposition of this

penalty.

Clause 4 disqualifies a person for
being a candidate for election to the
House or to a local body. If such a
person is nominated any objection to
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that nomination is a valid one and
should be upheld by the officer who
receives such nomination papers. This
clause also says that whether or not
such objection is taken the
nomination shall be deemed to be null
and void.

Clause 5 disqualifies such a person
for being a Member of the House of
Representatives or for being a
Sanator or for sitting or voting in the
Senate or in the House of Represen-
tatives.

Clause 6 disqualifies him for being
a member of any local authority.

Clause 7 says that he is deemed to
have vacated his seat as a Member of
Parliament or any local authority.

Clause 8 disqualifies him from
being employed as a public servant
or from being a member of any
scheduled institution.

Clause 9 speaks of vacation of
office as public servants or as mem-
bers of scheduled institutions or
governing bodies thereof to whom
this Act applies.

All those sections are really iden-
tical with the Bribery Act which
imposes those penalties, those penal
consequences, and this Bill merely
incorporates those sections in order
that these gentlemen may be caught
up by this Bill.

Clause 10, I think, is the one that
relates to the requirements of a
two-thirds majority for the wvalida-
tion of this Bill. Because it goes
against Section 29 of our Constitu-
tion, Clause 10 makes provision for
the validation of this Bill in terms of
the Constitution.

SO C Bead=» O,
(B ovrered Sadsrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

It just becomes part of the
Constitution.
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DRIH VSl .

(@l plie wihssmi)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

This is really a special Bill. You
cannot consider it as part of the
Constitution in that way. I think
what it attempts to do is to have
special legislation to meet a special
legal situation and I do not think in

) the broad sense of the word it can be
considered as part and parcel of the
Constitution because every amend-
ment, every Bill, is in fact an attempt

to modify and alter some existing
Act.

Then you find Clause 10 (4)
where it very clearly states that in
the event of any conflict or incon-
sistency this Bill will override all
other provisions.

FNYE Bedsy» @,
(r@@ LT GT6h ‘sta%esﬂ'ﬁ?sar)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

But it should be a part of the
Ceylon Constitution.

DIzNn O8N & Scm.
(2@ puiey whssrr)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)

I think it indirectly becomes part
of the Constitution.

GO € Beads» .
(,@@ eWL_Tered) ‘Qmé&'m',a';sar)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
No, directly.

&N S w8 Dca.
(@i pile) whssrr)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)

,_ That is a matter of law to be
decided.

Clause 11 gives the definition of

“appropriate law”, “candidate »
“local authority ”, “ person to whom
this Act applies”. “ Person to whom

this Act applies ” means each person
specified in the Schedule to this Act
In regard to whom the relevant
commission in its reports found that
any allegation or allegations of
bribery had been proved.
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Those are very simple and clear
directions. But one can see that this
Bill is brought with a view to dis-
qualifying and  disenfranchizing
those people whose names are men-
tioned in the Schedule, namely,
Henry Abeywickrema, Manameldura
Piyadasa de Zoysa, Mohamed Samsu-
deen Kariapper, Robert Edward
Jayatilleke, Casila Abdul Samed
Marikkar and Dharmasena Bandara
Monnekulame.

B E Beadsym» S

(B avreredl SDevésrger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Are you going to include those
names in the Ceylon Constitution
also ?

DR VS mE S,

(el pule wssrr)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

You see, therefore, that this is a
non-controversial Bill. This Bill has
been presented not only because
there is an urgency but also because
it is the desire of all hon. Members
of this House that this disqualifica-
tion should be imposed upon these
people who, by a technical advantage,
have so far escaped the consequen-
ces of their conviction of the offence
of taking bribes. Therefore, I do
not think this Bill requires any great
elucidation. Certainly, I would in-
vite hon. Members to make their
comments and observations. I do
appeal to them that this Bill, after
their due consideration, be passed in
accordance with the provisions of our
Constitution, namely, by a two-thirds

majority. I commend the Bill to the
House.

g’ mw B8 @ém &

o @) o1 ® & BluibutGuh m &1,
Question proposed.

&. &0, 5.17
ofd. @8, Vuwe ALMSrNwm O,

(S m. erci. DpT. LG uss&r:_;rlr‘(mmféas)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

First and foremost, I should like to
congratulate the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice
for a clear exposition of the provi-
sions of law which he has just
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placed before the House and for
seeking to explain to us exactly
what each of the sections of the draft
law that he has introduced hopes to
attain. I have something to say in
regard to the actual drafting and the
text of the law. I shall come to that
presently.

So far as the principle of the Bill
is concerned, I do not know exactly
what the principle of the Bill is
unless one were to say that it is to
disqualify the six people whose
names appear in the Schedule of the
draft law for a period of seven years
from the date on which this Bill takes
effect as law, retrospectively; to
ensure that they shall not enjoy the
rights of Members of this House, of
standing for election as Members of
this House, of standing for election
as members of local authorities, and
of being members of the Public Ser-
vice Commission for that period of
seven years. If that is what this Bill
seeks to achieve I do not think there
is any question of difference of
opinion, as far as any sections of the
House are concerned. We shall cer-
tainly give the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary and the Government our
fullest support in achieving that
objective they have in this Bill by
passing it with a two-thirds majority.

I think, the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary will agree with me that as
far as the two-thirds majority is
concerned they have already ninety
Members, and if it is a question of
wanting us to give fifteen votes, we
shall not only give fifteen votes, but
the fullest strength we have in the
Opposition ; every single person in
the Opposition here will vote and
support the Bill to enable you to get
a two-thirds majority. I think, we
have in the Opposition at the
moment more than fifteen Members.
T am sorry to notice—it may be due
to bad planning—that we do not
have hundred and five Members
present in the House today. That
being so, we shall certainly agree,
for the sake of ensuring that this
Bill gets a two-thirds majority, to

BewlEm VI QTR
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allow the vote to be taken, but not
today because we want your Bill to
be passed effectively and lawfully.
If there is a question of your want-
ing our co-operation—we have
already issued a document in all the
three languages on the subject—I
should like to say that special tele-
grams went out yesterday asking
them to be present. I do not know
whether the Government has taken
any such precaution; we of the
Opposition did it. If you want only
ten to fifteen votes from the Opposi-
tion—there are many more in the
Lobby—we shall try to make up the
numbers for you. But if you have
any difficulty with regard to the
numbers we shall certainly agree to
put off the formal vote being taken
so that you will be able to get your
numbers.

Now, Sir in regard to the actual
Bill, the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary tried to avoid all controversial
matters in regard to the history of
the Bill and its formulation. It is
very necessary, while I do not wish
to engage in controversies, to say
something, on behalf of the former
Government, of the history of this
Bill so that the matter may be quite
plain to both sides of the House. I
think, there is no question of our
taking sides with bribe-takers or
seeking to lay a smoke-screen to
cover the bribe-takers. If the impli-
cation has been made in the past by
the Members of this Government for
political propaganda and for election
purposes that we take two different
views in regard to bribery, I wish to
say to the Members of this House
and the general public at large that
it is not factually correct. There is
no question of peaceful co-existence
with bribery and corruption by any
section of this House ; it is not some-
thing that is feasible or possible. We
on our part feel it is our duty and
the bounden duty of the Government
and we shall give our fullest support
to achieve that objective. We have
already proved on more than one
occasion, when an amendment to the
Bribery Bill came before this House
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what our position was. I have

already mentioned to you that on
that occasion you received our fullest
co-operation ; your Bill wag debated
and passed in the course of one day
in Parliament. It is due to our co-
operation that it is possible for you
to investigate through the Bribery
Commissioner, and through the
Attorney-General to take up by way
of an indictment before the District
Court any person who in the course
of the last Government or the
previous Government before that—
from 1956 onwards—was guilty of
bribery and corruption under the
law. All this has become possible
with the co-operation of the S.L.F.P.
and of the whole Opposition.

Sir, as far as this Bill is concerned,
I wish to inform the hon. Members,
particulary the new Members who
may not be aware of it, that the
Bribery Act which we recently
amended came into operation only
in 1956 or 1957. The first Act was
enacted by the late Mr. Bandara-
naike’s Government, many Ministers
of which are now Members of the
present National Government.—
[Interruption]. I am sorry, it was
amended and made more effective in
1956. Yes, bribery was made illegal,
the Bribery Act was brought into
force and under this Act Members
of Parliament were subjected to
investigation ; Members of Parlia-
ment also came under the purview of
this Act, but prior to that Members
of Parliament were not subject to
investigation by public officers. In
other words, the Bribery Commis-
sioner as a Government servant
would have had no jurisdiction to
inquire into the conduct of Members
of this House, except possibly under
the Penal Code. The Penal Code
required very special powers to
bring into operation the Attorney-
General himself, who was in a sense
a Member of the Government at
times. In the early colonial days he
functioned as a Minister of Govern-
ment. It was almost impossible to
investigate such cases pertaining to
Government Members of Parliament
under the Penal Code.
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Therefore, it was necessary from
the earliest times, when allegations
of bribery and corruption came up,
to move for the appointment of
special Parliamentary commissions
either by the State Council or by
Resolution of Parliament, for pur-
poses of conducting, on independent
authority, an enquiry into the con-
duct of hon. Members of this House,
whether or not they had transgressed
the dignity of this House or whether
they had maintained the purity of
public life that ought to be
maintained.

We have had, in point of fact, in
the days of the State Council, such
commissions appointed where cer-
tain individuals were found guilty
of bribery. Then it became neces-
sary for the State Council itself to
take appropriate action to disqualify
and remove them. There were some
who, notwithstanding the findings
of that commission, persisted in
sitting in the House and refused to
go away. Action, therefore, had to be
taken to send them away. It remains
to the credit of the Ceylon Legis-
lature that none of the persons con-
tinued to sit in the House after the
findings of the commission were
known. They continued to be
members of political parties there-
after, but certainly they did not
continue to sit in the House.

As far as we are concerned, this
particular commission was also
introduced not by a resolution of the
House but by virtue of the powers
under the Commissions of Inquiry
Act, a special Act under which His
Excellency the Governor-General
was authorized and empowered to
appoint a commission for purposes
of finding out the facts in relation
to any particular matter. There
have been many such commissions
in the recent past. To quote a few
instances, the Press Commission of
the previous Government is of that
order. The C.W.E. Commission was
set up under the Commissions of
Inquiry Act; the Navy Commission
which investigated into the smug-
gling of certain goods by certain
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naval officers, was also set up under
the Commissions of Inquiry Act. In
the same way, the Thalgodapitiya
Commission, as it was then called,
was appointed for the purpose of
ascertaining the facts as to whether
any Members of Parliament, between
certain dates, had taken bribes or
not.

Now, Sir, under the Constitution
had that Bribery Commission been
appointed by a Resolution of the
House, we would not have today to
debate the Imposition of Civie Dis-
abilities (Special Provisions) Bill,
because under the Constitution the
disqualifications that follow on a
finding of bribery by a commission
appointed by the House are auto-
matic. In this instance, that proce-
dure was not followed That was a
fact-finding commission of inquiry.

The ultimate finding of that parti-
cular commission was quite clear.
It found that six persons had taken
bribes. The report of that commis-
sion was published. It is a docu-
ment which is available to all of us.
The evidence of that commission
has not been published and it is only
available to those particular members
who went before the commission and
received copies at the time of the
inquiry. Various allegations were
made before the commission, some
of which were investigated and found
false and some not investigated for
lack of material, and so on. How-
ever, the commission found that
these six persons had transgressed
the canons of conduct which we as
Parliamentarians expect of Members.

I do not know whether you, Sir,
or any of the other Members of this
House have really studied the provi-
sions of the Commissions of Inquiry
Act. No person goes before a com-
mission of inquiry appointed under
the Commissions of Inquiry Act in
the position of an accused. Under the
Commissions of Inquiry Act there is
nho provision for a formal charge to
be framed against anybody. All that
a fact-finding commission under the
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Commissions of Inquiry Act does is
that it proceeds against a person as a
witness. Everybody examined by the
commission is a witness. You do not
even have an automatic right of legal
representation under that Act. You
may, with the permission of the
commissioners, be represented by
your lawyers to watch your interests-
while you are being questioned.-—
[Interruption].

I do not know about natural justice
for a witness, except, perhaps, that
he should be given the chance to
explain any answers he has given.

If you look at the Commissions of
Inquiry Act you will find that there
is no automatic right of representa-
tion. It is only allowed by permission
of the commissioners. I am not
saying that any of these persons are
deprived of that right, nor am I
making any objection to it. I am
merely informing hon. Members of
the House of the procedure.

We have read in the newspapers
reports of the particular forms which
different commissions of inquiry took.
Under the Press Commission, for
example, I remember the manner and
form of the inquiry, and I also
remember Members of the present
Government raising their voices in
horror and telling us how thoroughly
unsatisfactory was the procedure
adopted by that particular commis-
sion of inquiry when it sought to
investigate the ways in which the
so-called national newspapers, which
we regard as political newspapers,
were then conducting their affairs.
They were not on trial. The Lake
House group of newspapers was not
on trial, nor were the “ Times” and
the “ Dawasa ”. Persons from each of
these newspapers went before the
commission of inquiry and gave
evidence as witnesses. There were
certain findings by that Press Com-
mission in regard to how the news-
papers had conducted themselves,
but one cannot say that those
newspapers were in the position of
accused.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

421
g% DugEn® ©«1586® (Sedu SRSM)
smE ewdem

Take the case of the Navy Com-

mission which investigated the
smuggling of liquor. There were
findings against wvarious officers ;

there were commissions withdrawn ;
there were cases still pending in
regard to the withdrawal of those
commissions from officers. I do not
- propose for a single moment to talk
. about the rightness or the wrongness
of those decisions, but the fact is that
that commission of inquiry dealt
with these people on the footing that
they were witnesses, not accused
persons to whom notice was given of
a formal charge that they had been
put on trial, a charge they were called
upon to meet under the law.

In fact, however, I rather think
the commissions did their job in a
way in which there was no doubt that
all these persons were on trial. They
were told, “There is a complaint
against you ; so-and-so says that you
have taken a bribe. We are inquiring
into it, and if there is anything you
can do to help to enlighten us, we
want your assistance.” I accept that
fact. The evidence is still not avail-
able to us. But I am satisfied in my
own mind, from what I have heard
and from what I have read, that the
commissions did exactly that, at least
so far as the Bribery Commission is
concerned. And that is one of the
reasons why we are giving you
support.

RN VS 208 .
(2@ plley whdsr)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)

They can be represented.
there.

It is

2, @l dwed AT NWdmnem .
(Saw, oLy, DY LI LIGRTL_T T ST UI& )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

With the permission of the com-
missioners. I know, because I have
looked it up particularly. I know
perfectly well what the law says for
the simple reason that I  have
examined the matter.

Even where the C. W. E. commis-
sion of inquiry is concerned, the
persons examined there have no
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right, no automatic legal right ; they
are merely witnesses. All that the
commission is doing is to examine
and investigate facts. There is no
question of a charge against anybody.
They have the right, with permission,
to seek to take their legal represen-
tatives—I said that—and that is all.
There is no automatic right of being
informed of any charges. The _ﬁnd—
ings are made subsequently in a
report, the evidence of which is not
published, unlike a court record,
which anybody can move to obtain a
certified copy of. You can look at if,
see for yourself whether the judg-
ment is borne out by the facts of the
evidence. But, in regard to recent
commissions, it is sad to relate,
Members of the Opposition have had
occasion to tell us more than once
just how far short of these standards
these commissions appointed under
the Commissions of Inquiry Act have
fallen. What happened ? Under the
Commissions of Inquiry Act, in this
instance, the three commissioners
functioned and held their inquiry. It
is a matter of fact and, I think, a
matter of record from the earlier
debates too, that this particular com-
mission was appointed by a Warrant
on the 11th of September 1959, when
the country was placed in the situa-
tion of the assassination of the Prime
Minister and the whole Government
of the country thrown into the
melting pot, so to speak, from then
onwards. By December there was a
dissolution of Parliament, then there
was a Caretaker Government for a
long period till March followed by a
general election. The Government
that came into office was defeated on
the first Throne Speech when a
second dissolution occurred, and
ultimately we had another Caretaker
Government until July 1960. In other
words, we lived in very unsettled
political conditions just at that time,
I am not blaming anybody for it.
I am merely stating it as a question
of fact.

And during this period the relevant
commission sat and they arrived at
certain findings. I myself do not
know how anyone can say by looking
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at the findings that those findings are
wrong. No human being can say it.
Nobody has ever seen what evidence
was recorded. Nobody to this date
knows what the commission did,
what witnesses they examined
beyond the newspaper reports that
were read from day to day as the
proceedings went on. The commis-
sioners themselves were concerned
with finding facts, and the commis-
sion was told that they must find
their facts in the best possible
methods. I remember, at one stage,
one of the commissioners actually
put a notice in the newspapers asking
for information. At one stage, one of
the commissioners made an
announcement in the public press
saying that he proposes to go round
the clubs and collect as much infor-
mation as he could. It is perfectly
proper. There is nothing wrong in it
so long as the commission is func-
tioning in a fact-finding spirit. But
having found a prima facie case
the essential thing is one must
function in a judicial way
and that, I think, the commissioners
probably did. It is not for us to say
one way or the other how they did
and did not function. All we know
is, at that time, there were many
complaints by the particular six
persons or some of them at least
whose names appear in the schedule.

B C Bewd» D,
(8. eov_rewdl] Sadsrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

One of the commissioners subse-
quently held a meeting with one of
these people present with him.

dfd. @d. Rwd BFAwdmnwm .
(Bs. eris. yf. Lwew LedvrLrrprugs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is also true. One of the
commissioners, the Chairman of this
relevant commission, I believe, on
one occasion praised one of the
gentlemen in the schedule and
described him as a second Dutu-
gemunu along with others too. That
does not matter.

cwifn @38 ®edacn
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As far as we are concerned we say
that you cannot have a lack of
finality in this matter. I myself at
one time genuinely thought that
just as much as some political
parties have always argued against
retroactive punishment—we heard
arguments time and time again;
sometimes right through the night
we have been talking about retro- -
active punishment and about the
viciousness of imposing penalties
which were not in contemplation at
the time ; we. were talking in terms
of ensuring that natural justice is
done and conserving rights of.appeal
as far as the Privy Council—it would
be fair to allow a review of the
findings of a commission by some
appellate tribunal, and I argued
before this House, on one occasion at
least when this matter was dis-
cussed, that, some such opportunity
should be allowed. But as I have
recently stated I have changed my
view, and I no longer think that the
right of appeal should be allowed in
respect of this matter. My reason
for changing my view is that one
cannot conceive of justice being
done on an act years and years after
the event. The Opposition did not
at that time think of the right to
allow a right of appeal to these six
persons. And you were then the
Opposition. You thought that no
such right should be allowed when
we thought that it should be allowed.
In view of your decision it was not
possible to grant that right of
appeal. These people were found
guilty in 1960. Till 1965, at least,
there was no possibility of an appeal
because that was not the wish of
this House, and since it was not the
wish of this House that there should
be an appeal, I do not see how by
allowing an appeal at this time in
1965 one can hope to achieve any
forr_n of justice. I do not think for
a single moment that there is much
purpose served in having rights of
appeal, not even by all the fanciful
arguments against retroactive legis-
lation, the theoretical needs to
breathe an air of freedom or demo-
cracy or anything else. I think it is
meaningless that these people should
indeed be given such an oppor-


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

425
528 @gggﬁa@ 1 59e® (Sed @ 8R8Mm)

sms eglem

tunity. Why 1 am unhappy about it
is that it was done under the Com-
missions of Inquiry Act and not by
means of a procedure by which
accused persons were fixed with
notice, and indeed that would be
under the Bribery Act. Under the
present law which we have got,
which we recently passed in Parlia-
ment, when the Bribery Commis-
sioner initiates any action, the
accused person is fully aware of
what he is doing. He is brought up
for trial before a district court.
He has all the possible rights of
appeal which he ought to have under
the law and he runs the risk of
being sentenced to seven years in
addition to every other loss of civic
rights.

In this instance, now that no
right of appeal has been allowed
because while the Government was
in the Opposition they thought that
no right of appeal should be allowed,
we say from the Opposition today
that whatever may have been our
views then, we no longer think it
will serve the purpose of justice to
argue for a right of appeal on any
basis. Whether those people feel
that they have a grievance or not,
it would be manifestly stupid and
wrong to think in terms of an
appeal at this time.

In other words, finality is essential
to this episode. One cannot have it
going on for ever. Six persons have
been found guilty by a commission
under the Commissions of Inquiry
Act. I myself would have preferred
1t not to have been under the Com-
missions of Inquiry Act. I sincerely
hope and trust that in the future, if
we are going to have parliamentary
commissions to investigate the con-
duct of hon. Members, it will not be
unde_r this procedure, whatever we
are investigating——

oY E Beadd» Ow.
(8. ovrare) Bodsrsar)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
On the 3rd of December ?
2% 9087 (65 /9)

5

1966 eoed o ®RE 23

426-
—eedmDE BHuwd®

ofed, 8. Qwed DG wdrnw® .
(8. eris, oy, Lwow LIGRTL_TT [BITII&S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

—1 am not asking for any special
procedure. Whatever we are in-
vestigating—let it be our conduct
now or in future or at any other
time—I sincerely hope and trust
that we shall do it by means of a
commission appointed by a Resolu-
tion of this House, or, if not, under
the provisions of the Bribery Act
under which all the safeguards are
there.

But having followed this proce-
dure, we must have a finality to this
episode and therefore we in the
Opposition declare unhesitatingly
that we are not going to argue
theoretical rights of people. We are
not going to argue, as indeed hon.
Members of the Government argued
once, in favour of persons perhaps
who do not deserve the considera-
tion, trotting out every conceivable
legal argument in their favour. We
do not propose to argue in favour of
the interests of wrong-doers. We
do not propose to argue in favour of
the proposition that it is better that
every criminal should escape rather
than that one innocent man should

be found guilty
Y € B » O«

(8. ov_rard DevssT G )

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

There are a number of others
who have escaped.

ofed, @ el LT MmN Do
(‘@:5. GTLl. ,__3,7 L_WIG LIGRTL_ T BIUlSS )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

we feel it is far better to deal
with the problem having regard to
the interests at stake. The interests at
stake are the interests of the country
as a whole. The country as a whole
has a right to demand that we in
Parliament observe the highest
standards—the highest possible stan-
dards—and the Government and the
Opposition both, I think, have a duty
to set the highest possible standards
before we start complaining that all
the minor bureaucrats down the line
are taking little bribes.
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It has become customary in this
House for charges of bribery to be
bandied around merely for the sake
of throwing them around, if possible
to gain some political advantage. I
think we are getting tired ofit.I
think it certainly behoves us all to
adopt the highest standards than
accuse each other without the
slightest material.

We had the example the other day
of the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Nationalized Ser-
vices in the course of the Budget
Debate telling us, “ Here is a list of
letters written by your former
Ministers.” He produced them. He
read them here saying, ‘“ Look at the
kind of letters you have been writing
asking that people should be given
jobs in the Ceylon Transport Board ”.
He did not talk of bribery as such,
true. But what was the implication ?
That it was wrongful conduct, that it
was improper conduct on the part of
an Hon. Minister. He was telling us,
“This kind of letter should never be
written. You are virtually using your
position and authority ”. I think he
read letters from my good Friend and
Colleague, the hon. Member for
Kegalla (Mr. Kalugalla), saying this
kind of letter should not be written.
Well, Sir, as he was trying to tell us,
this is the kind of conduct I deplore,
which Members of this House should
not resort to, which we must abhor in
future if we want to preserve purity
of standards in public life. I am com-
pletely in agreement with the hon.
Member.

But, on the other hand, his purpose
was to tell us, “ Well, you did that
kind of thing in your time, we propose
to go on doing the same thing. Now
that the boot is on the other foot, now
that we have got the chance to write
letters like that effectively, I propose
to see that we make the maximum

use of it, and your mouth is shut. You
shall not complain because you all
wrote letters like that too.” Sir, we
have reached a sorry pass.
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(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beruwala)

Has anyone written letters like
that ?

ofed, @l deed DT Mmésnmum .

(Blos, eris, Syr. L wew L rTpriuss)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

May I produce photostat copies of
letters that you all have written after
the General Election? I have got
three of them here and I shall table
them. I will also read them. The first
letter is by my good Friend, the Hon.
Minister of Home Affairs. Written on
the 4th of June, 1965, after the Gene-
ral Election, on the letter-head of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, he says :

“My dear R. T,

I presume this refers to the Chair
man of the Ceylon Transport Board.

——annexed are three applications
from Mr. de Joedt, of 589, Hokandara
Road, Pannipitiya, and he is fit for any
one of the posts he has applied for. He
was not given a chance by the previous
management, although I tried my best,
He is a brilliant young man.——

S, 8. 98, e O,

(8@ M. G, erib. Canrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
He must be a handsome chap.

ofed, @d. @cﬁa&” DE NésNeaD D,
(B, orit, Sy Lwew LT rrprudgs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
——please take him to one of the posts
he applied for.
Yours sincerely,
W. Dahanayake,
M/H.A.”
The second letter I should like to
place before you is written on the
House of Representatives note-paper
with the seal of R. Premadasa, Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of
Local Government.
“ Chairman,
Ceylon Transport Board,
Colombo.
Dear Sir,

Bearer, A. Kularatne, is a constitu-"
ent of mine. He is seeking employment.
Kindly look into this matter and do the
needful,

Yours sincerely,
R. Premadasa.”
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(Qaerrey &S Sanr G@IHAT)

(An hon. Member)

Whom is he asking to do the
needful ?

ofed, @b RVww D MmN Ded,
(B, oril. QY. WGV LIGHLTTBTILIES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Asking the Chairman of
C. T. B. to do the needful, not
Mr. Dahanayake to do the needtul.

Here is the letter dated 23rd
August 1965 signed by Senator A.
Ratnayake.

“ Colombo,
23rd August, 1965,

My Dear R. T.
Y. U. Peiris of—[Interruption].

I am producing the Transport Board
letters because the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary talked of Transport
Board letters. I am merely talking
about the standards which are held
against us.

Yatawara, Wattegama, was an
.employee in the P. S. Bus service. He
did not get a job in the C. T. B. He is
without employment. The accompany-
ing petition states his case. I shall be
glad if you could give him a suitable job
in the C. T. B.

Yours sincerely,
Senator A. Ratnayake.”

My respectful submission is this,
why are we adopting dual standards ?
We do not want corruption in public
life. I know that when letters of this
sort are written sometimes allegations
come in—I am not saying anything
in regard to these letters, nor am I
saying anything even in regard to the
letters produced by my good Friend,
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary—
this kind of letter asking people to do
the needful, to give them jobs, creates

" the impression that Members of Par-
liament are taking upon themselves
tasks which are not theirs.

You find at the C. W. E. inquiry
great play is made of this matter
before a commission of inquiry. We
are finding letters being produced,
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“ Here is a letter from someone OT
other.” The Chairman of the com-
mission—he is concerned with his
rights—turns round and says, “ What
are you doing here, letters from
Members of Parliament are being
written ; wrong standards of the
S. L. F. P. Government in office ; see
the low depth to which Mrs. Bandara-
naike and her Government has sunk.”

T E B » .

(Bm. avrared Sosarger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

The commission has sunk lower
than that.

ofed, b Vesed’ A oBNED D,
(B, eril. Qyi. L6 LeTL T BTILSES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I know the identical thing is going
on today. Our example, at least, was
of a sectarian Government of a parti-
cular crowd. But you represent the
whole nation. See what disrepute
you are bringing the nation. That is
the danger in this. In other words,
let us not have people coming here
and pretending to be whitened sepul-
chures. There are many among us
like in any other group who are at
fault. Let us be honest with our-
selves, let us demonstrate against
corruption in all its forms. Let us
set for ourselves standards of what
we should and should not do. If you
think it is wrong for us to write
letters, it is wrong for you too. I
threw out the challenge to the
Minister whether he could honestly
tell us that none of their Ministers
or Parliamentary Secretaries since
March 22nd have written letters of
the kind produced before the Com-
mission of Inquiry and the Minister
hung his head and remained silent
in reply.

In other words, these matters are
above party politics. There is no
point in looking at this question and
saying, “You are for bribe-takers,
we are against bribe-takers. We are
an honest lot. You are the ones
who wrote letters.” Unfortunately,
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the truth of the matter is that there
are pressures brought to bear on
every Member of Parliament. Some
people write letters very innocently.
Other people, I am afraid, do feel
tempted sometimes to write this kind
of letter for a consideration. It is a
sad but true fact that such things
have happeued, that sometimes even
letters of this type from Members of
Parliament have had a money value
placed upon them. Some such
wxamples have been placed. Some
people have said that there have been
other considerations. I think that is
true. Such things happen.

0358499

Would it not be much better for
us on both sides of the House if we,
by agreement, were determined to set
standards for ourselves not to write
letters of this type to anybody and
that we stood by such good inten-
tions ? But, of course, it cannot be
one-sided. It has to be that the
Government must set us an example.
If we as a Government set a bad
example, is there any reason why
you, who represent the whole nation,
should set a bad example to us ?

So, Mr. Chairman, what I wish to
state is this, if we are now giving
you complete co-operation on behalf
of the Opposition, it is not because
we have not got different views in
this matter. I myself speaking as a
lawyer would like to state straight-
way that I would have been very
‘much happier if a cleaner procedure
had been adopted, of not having to
go through the Commissions of
Inquiry Act, of not dealing with
people like witnesses brought up
before an inquiry and treated as
accused facing trial and denied legal
répresentation. That would have
been a much better position. That
was not followed. And it is much
too late now to talk of a right of
appeal five years after.

I appealed to the Parliamentary
Secretary in the course of the Debate
on the Throne Speech and I
remember asking him in plain and
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specific terms to give us an assurance
that the Bill would be prospective.
The Bill has been prospective. I
must thank him for keeping his pro-
mise. The disqualification contained
in this Bill is prospective for seven
years. It will operate from the time
His Excellency the Governor-General
assents to the Bill. And, as far as we
are concerned, that is the proper
thing to do in the circumstances.

Of course, the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary did tell us that the Bill
would be tabled within two weeks. I
myself think it is a good thing if it
has been so tabled. I am not going
to make a point about the time it was
tabled. But it cannot be a coinci-
dence that it was only just after a
Bill was advertised by my good
Friend, the stormy petrel from Dam-
badeniya who also tabled a Bill. It
happened to be the identical Bill

drafted by the Hon. Prime Minister
when he was Leader of the
Opposition.

The Bili you have produced now is
not the identical Bill. It is a Bill
which you think constitutes an
improvement on the old Bill. I
should, therefore, like at this time to
indicate very briefly some comments
in regard to the sections themselves
which you were pleased to explain to
us a moment ago.

Mr. Chairman, I think the intention
of the Bill is quite plain. The inten-
tion of the Bill is to disqualify these
six persons and only these six persons
as far as this law is concerned. The
intention is to disqualify them from
various activities, namely (1) from
sitting and voting in this House, (2)
from voting at parliamentary elec-
tions or local elections, (3) from con-
testing as a candidate or receiving
nomination at elections. But you
will find that the wording of the law

falls short of what we want when it
comes down to the actual form and

purpose.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

433
g% DucEn® @158 (Sedy BRTMM)
855y 6mIPEn

If I may be permitted to take the
first point, “ person to whom this Act
applies "—I read at the top of page 5.

“¢‘person to whom this Act applies’
means each person specified in the
Schedule to this Act in regard to whom
the relevant Commission in its Reports
found that any allegation or allegations
of bribery had been proved ”.

" Now, Sir, would it not have been
very much better and cleaner, in my
respectful  submission, to say
“¢person to whom this Act applies’
means each person specified in the
Schedule to this Act” and stopped
there ? By going to add anything
further it immediately brings in an
element of proof. That is, you have
got to establish by producing the
Commission Report that the persons
in the schedule are the persons
named in the report. You have
got to establish that there were
charges against them, that there were
“allegation or allegations of
bribery ” against that person and
that those “allegation or allegations
of bribery” have been proved.

My point is this : take the situation
on a homination day, shall we say ?
Say, one of these six persons comes
forward with a nomination paper at
a particular Parliamentary General
Election. Let us take a case we are
all familiar with. What is the proce-
dure ? The moment you take objec-
tion and say that he is a person to
whom this Act applies, he is a person
disqualified, you have got to be arm-
ed with Commission Reports, you
have to find what the allegations
were against him and you have to say
that there has been a finding against
the particular gentleman concerned,
before you can do anything.

My respectful submission is this:
let us shorten it to a practical form
and say, “‘the person to whom this
Act .applies’ means each person
specified in the Schedule to this Act ”,
and let us explain in the preamble

that these six persons were, in point
of fact, found guilty by the Thalgoda-
pitiya Bribery Commission.
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Secondly, there is the section
dealing with nominations—Clause 4.
It provides :

“No person to whom this Act applies
shall, for a period of seven years com-
puted from the relevant date, be qualified
to be nominated as a candidate at any
election of a member of the House of
Represantatives or of any local aut}r_lo-
rity ; and accordingly the disqualification
imposed by the preceding provisions of
this section shall be deemed, for all
purposes, to be a ground on which—

(¢) any objection may be taken at the
time of the nomination of candi-
dates at such election, under any
appropriate law, to any nomina-
tion paper submitted by him or
on his behalf in respect of his
candidature at such election ;”

Let us stop there.

My point is this: if you want to
say that such persons are disqualified
from being nominated, say so. Let
us leave it at that. They are dis-
qualified from being nominated for
the purposes of the General Election.
By this particular wording what
happens ? By putting in those words,
“under any appropriate law” you
nullify the whole effect of what you
intend to do because ‘“under the
appropriate law ” means, the Parlia-
mentary Elections Order in Council.
The objection must be taken to the
nomination of a candidate “ under
the appropriate law.” It will be
pointed out at once, “Under the
appropriate law we are very sorry
we cannot disqualify this gentleman ”.

One of the grounds on which you
can object to a nomination paper
under the ordinary law is where a
person is not qualified under Section
13 of the Constitution. You can
always take an objection on
nomination day on that ground.

Supposing, for example, a candidate
objects to the nomination paper of
his opposing candidate on the ground
that the opposing candidate has a
contract with the Crown. That is a
disqualification under Section 13. The
returning officer will say, “I am
sorry, I cannot go into this. This is a
matter for an election petition. I can-
not say, on the face of his nomination
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paper, that he is disqualified ”. It
is only on the face of the nomination
paper that a returning officer can
go. He is not expected to go beyond
it under the appropriate law. What
will happen the moment you raise
an objection under clause 4 as drafted
drafting. I am not objecting to your
here ? If is only an objection to the
intention. I know your intentions
are good. I know you intend to dis-
qualify those people from being no-
minated. But, for goodness’ sake, do
not disqualify them ineffectively. If
you want to disqualify them, dis-
qualify them, and disqualify them in
plain language. Let us not get into
a controversy about what is being
done under the “appropriate law ”.
The moment you have it done under
the appropriate law, the returning
officer is powerless: He has no
powers in spite of this Bill to dis-
qualify such a person because, under
the appropriate law, his objections
are restricted to objections on the
face of the nomination paper. Let
us suppose that on the face of the
nomination paper any one of these
six persons uses a different name.

oG 28 8. s (B389 o
GIené §95)
(Qgorres erib. 0. UL r—eflaiFru,

2 WTQY QYLD FIiT )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)

Change of name ?

i, @d. Bwed DeTndsnem .
(85, eril. QY. Lwen LIGHLrrpriués)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Let us suppose that he uses a
different name. My point is that the
returning officer will say it is a
matter for an election petition. It is
not apparent on the face of the nomi-
nation paper to prevent him actually
from standing for election. Of course,
the disqualification will hold good to
the extent that he will not be able
to take his seat in this House. Your
law is sufficiently effective for that.
But it is clearly after going through
the form of an election, the trouble
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of an election, of having a poll, that
you will be able to adjudicate on
that.

I noticed that my hon. Friend the
Member for Kotte (Mr. Stanley
Tillekeratne), asked this ques-
tion to which I am now about to
refer in an indirect form. If you look
at Clause 10, the intention is quite
clear that you want to make this law
operate as though it was an amend-
ment to the Constitution. That is
clearly your intention. You want to
disqualify these people from having
civic rights, but by putting in this
particular wording, “ Where any pro-
visions of this Act are supplementary
to, or inconsistent or in conflict with,
any provisions of any appropriate
law other than the Order in Council,”
I think, you will leave room for law-
yers to argue for hours and hours and
hours as to whether any particular
provision is supplementary to or in-
consistent with the provisions of the
law. Why not specify the provisions
you have in mind ? You want the
disqualification from nomination in
Clause 4 to apply ; you want the dis-
qualification from getting on the re-
gister of voters in Clause 2 to apply ;
you want the disqualification on vot-
ing at elections to apply ; if that is
so, why not say these disqualifica-
tions shall operate notwithstanding
anything in the Constitution, and to
the extent that these disqualifications
apply,; the Order in Council shall be
of no force and effect as far as these
six persons are concerned ? If you
want to say that, say it. But do not
word it in such a way as to leave
loop-holes and escape clauses.

In that respect, Mr. Parliamentary
Secretary, I should like to say that
the original draft of your Prime
Minister was far superior to your
present draft. That draft made it
quite plain that Section 13 of the

Constitution was being amended to
the extent that these six names were
being actually listed in the category
of persons under Section 13 for a
period of seven years.
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(Qserrar erwb. te. o)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

This has been drafted by the Legal
Draftsman.

ofd. @i, Rwed aeTndznwm .

(8. eris. . Lwew LewrL_rrpruss)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I know. But the draft of your
Prime Minister was approved by the
Legal Draftsman,

ad o @i, LwedBRm
(Qserres Cag. oyi. spweur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
My draft.

ofd. @b, Vwed dFWNWéNnwm .
(8. 6rit. Q. Lwew LIGHTL TrFriiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

May be his draft. I appreciate it,
Sir. The Hon. Prime Minister is
only the Government; the Hon.
Minister of State is the State.

May be it is his draft. And if the
Legal Draftsman has okayed his
draft, I cannot imagine perfection
being made more perfect.—[Interrup-
tion]. You know perfectly well
that when the Prime Minister pro-
duced his draft, as a Private Member,
his draft was sent to the Legal
Draftsman under the normal proce-
dure. It was referred to the Minister
of Justice. It was only after it
received the okay of the Legal
Draftsman in its legal form that it
came back to this House. So, you
cannot say that the Legal Drafts-
man’s draft is so different from your
own.

I do not know whether it is a
good draft or a bad draft. I do not
know whether you want the names
of these six gentlemen permanently
enshrined in the Constitution. I my-
self would hate to see our Constitu-
tion defaced with the names of these
six persons. But, Sir, I want it to
be effective. I do not want it to be
done in a form in which on nomina-
tion day you will be called upon by
the returning officer to prove, the
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impossible, or undergo the risk pf
an election petition against these six
persons.

So that, if you want to do it, I
say we are prepared to get together
to work out a form which we can
say is complete and effective. I do
not think that is difficult at the Com-
mittee stage. We offer you our full
co-operation to achieve every one of
these objectives in this draft and to
that extent we hope and trust that
your efforts to rid this country of
bribery and corruption will be more
successful than ours. We also hope
and trust that if you want to make
it more successful than ours, you
will have to eschew the very bad
practices that, for example, take the
shape and form of letters such as
this. You will have to ensure that
when you talk you do not talk with
your tongue in your cheek. When
you talk in terms of protecting the
innocent, when you talk of protect-
ing persons and giving them the right
of appeal up to the Privy Council
and ensure that the Attorney-General
does not oppose their application for
leave to appeal, when you ensure
that when your Ministers go and
violate the law, the Attorney-General
must take over the prosecutions and
quash the prosecutions against them,
you must ensure that things like
that are just not done. After all,
any Minister can break the law ; our
Ministers might have broken the
law ; we in the Opposition might
break the law. But please do not
ask the Attorney-General not to pro-
secute us. If we break any law, go
ahead and prosecute. After all, we
must be subject to the law just as
much as you. Supremacy of the law
is essential. If people commit
murders, please do not go and pardon
them even if it is Wesak or any
other time. If you find that it is an
appropriate case for pardon on merit,
please pardon ; but if it is not a case
for pardon on merit, please do not
pardon. Merely because you can
always find some festival—I have no
doubt that with this National Govern-
ment in power you can find any
EumEer of festivals—please do not
do, that.
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I think it is extremely important
that high standards must be main-
tained in these matters, and we can-
not take political advantage in these
things to use the political stick to
belabour one another. Whether we
are on this side of the House or on
the other side, high standards are
essential, and those high standards
are the things that you yourself
wanted when you were on this side
of the House.

Therefore, I appeal to you, do not
rely on these commissions of inquiry,
like the C.W.E. Commission of In-
quiry, which are set up to sling mud
at people, by getting letters pro-
duced by Crown Counsel. If it is a
case of producing letters we have got
a file of them—[Interruption]. You
will be glad to know—

@& OO, &. AL
(Osorrey erib, te, LIGHTLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Are you paying people for collect-
ing these ?

of e, ega& Ded D NdBNeD D
(B, erls, Qi Lwew LGHTLTIFTLEGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not. But I can assure you
that we are making the collection
entirely from voluntary contributions
from people who are fed up with
the kind of corruption that is ramp-
ant now. And you better set your
staff and try to eliminate all the
“sabateurs” who are giving these
things to us.—[Interruption]. I will
produce a bigger file than you have
ever been able to make.

These documents are not from
people who never think anything of
it, but who possibly found them-
selves unable to resist the political
pressure. I do say that this is not
the way to approach everything that
we have done or—[Interruption]. I
do not think this kind of thing is
going to take us anywhere. Certainly,
there have been some’" valuable
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letters produced before the C.W.E.
Commission. But is this the kind of
standard that should be adopted ?
Is this the manner in which you
approach these matters ?—[Interrup-
tion]. But you are doing the same
thing. Why do you not tell your
commissioners : ‘“ After all we are
doing the same thing and we are
going to continue to do the same
thing” ? Then your commissioners
will begin to see daylight, will begin
to understand the realities of what is
happening politically.

Therefore, I do appeal, if you
really mean business, to make an
appeal to all your Members of Parlia-
ment not to give letters to people
asking for employment. Start now.

aé sy RDlewny
(Osorray oym&Esseu (HI)
(An hon. Member)

That is an impossibility.

ofed, @d. RVwed DT Ndsne .
(8. orls, Syi. Lwe LIGHTLTTEILIGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

If that is an impossibility, why do
you blame us? If you have fallen
prey to an impossibility, why do you
—[Interruption]. What does it mean
if the Minister tells Mr. R. T. de
Silva : “I want you to give this man
a job.” ?—[Interruption]. A Minis-
ter telling somebody: “Give this
man a job "—[Interruption].

an8e D57, 9O, es684)
(sov G erar, e, QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Do not be a hypocrite also.

ofed, @8, Qe A NN Deon.

(B, eriy, oyi, LW LIGNL T EEsES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I have read them and tabled them.
Unlike the Hon. Minister of National-
ized Services, when I table a docu-
ment I table it. I do not take it
away with me. You see, Sir, when
I speak on this matter I speak with
perfect sincerity. We do want high
stapndards in public life. With the
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passing of the Bribery Act and now
the Imposition of Civic Disabilities
(Special Provisions) Bill, I sincerely
hope and trust that the Government
and the Opposition both will to-
gether strive to maintain purer
standards of public life, will strive
to ensure that the best people are
appointed to suitable jobs, will strive
as far as possible to eliminate de-
feated candidates from  being
appointed to boards of corporations
and strive to ensure that people with
the necessary qualifications are
appointed to posts.

We were told that Mr. Deshapriya
Senanayake was unsuitable for
appointment to a post. He was
qualified as an advocate but it was
said that that did not matter much
because he had not much of a prac-
tice. He had been a journalist. But
for whatever it was worth he is
qualified as an advocate. Before the
C. W. E. Commission it was said that
he was a poonac inspector. But I
notice that some of the people who
are now appointed to boards of cor-
poration by the present National
Government are not even fit to be
poonac inspectors. Some of them
have no qualifications whatsoever
except the fact that their political
connections are right and that they
had the good fortune to lose at the
elections, and now some of them earn
more money than you who have won
your seats. We, no doubt, appointed
politically acceptable persons but
they had the necessary academic
background and competence ; we did
not appoint persons who did not have
the necessary academic background
—[Interruption].

These are undoubtedly questions of
importance and it is not enough to
inveigh against bribery in the
abstract, to talk in terms of imposing
punishment on six persons. That is
not the sum and substance of this
problem.

If we want to maintain higher
standards, we must make a practical
approach to the problem and
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seriously attempt to clean ourselves
from within and it is in that way
that we can get on with this problem.

. on, 6.10
gEC ARVE & O,

(8@ oyigiy Lr&@p wrésrr)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

There is only one point, Mr. Deputy

Chairman, that I wish to raise and
that is about the letters spoken of
by the hon. Member for Dompe
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I remember the occasion when the
former Minister of Nationalized Ser-
vices challenged us on the Floor of
this House to point to any instance
when he had asked that any person
be appointed to a post. I got up here
and pointed to instance after instance
—[Interruption].

@il DY, 9. cwse8s
(s 85 erar, eris, QUGTTrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
You produced one letter

¢DeC RS 8 o,

(B@L olisier Lrés@r wrésri)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

Instance after instance, I repeat—
three, four, five—about eight, I
pointed out to instances where the
Minister, the former Minister had
ordered that certain persons be
given employment.—[Interruption].
The illogical manner in which he
argued his case—[Interruption].

T By » O,
(8w, ovi_resrel) Sosargear)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Read out the letters that were just
tabled and which you now have in
your hand.

¢0eC ABE 9198 @con.

(@ yime Lré@ir LDT &)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

There is not one letter here where

a subordinate officer has been asked
to take a man In—[Interruption]
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T C BCWE » Ve,

(B, —rerel B&&T Ger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

“ Here is a young Man., Do the
needful.” What does that mean ?

aDec ARE @S Ocan.

(@)L ZYL1HIe LUr&ET r&&Er)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I do not know how an advocate of
repute can come here and produce
letters of this sort and attempt to
mislead this House.—[Interruption].
Why do you shout ? Giving a person
a recommendation is not the same
thing as asking that he be given a
job.—[Interruption].

ad sy RR&G

(QzorTau OB S GG 6T )
(Hon. Members)

Read out the letters.

eDed ADE 9wl .

(@)L IjLige LUTEE T TGS )

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

You can shout when you are
caught.

a5 Oy BRsk

(QsorTar 9)EssEariser)
(Hon. Members)

Read them out.

gDed DS s Sc.
(@)L 2JLIHI6 UT&B T LTEETIT)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

1 am not here to carry out your
orders! You heard the letters being
read. So did I. What is the neces-
sity for a second reading of those

letters ?

T € BECREH » .
(B, owL_mairel SHevserger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I will read it.

el ARE QWS V.

(@)L L1510 LT &SI LT GETIT)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

The Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
has not given a letter to either his
Permanent Secretary or to anybody

Bewldm @35 QeHVE®
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working under him saying, “ Please
employ him.” He is only writing to
a friend asking that an injustice be
put right.

Gl Y. 8. cuecddl
(s HF erer, erib, QuUCTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Friend ! Friend !

@aé HNnde cHBNED

(Qzerras sorflE sspTLSS)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I want to offer a personal explana-
tion—

ePeC IDE w8 dwn

(@)L 2ligiey Ur&Si Wr&sri)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

This is a letter which he has
written to another person over whom
he has no control and has given cer-
tain details. He has said, “ My dear
R. T., Here is a man who has been
overlooked. Will you consider his
case ?”

ey O,
(8@ QOsearwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Consider ? You have said, “ appoint
him ”—[Interruption].

¢ ADE w8 Do,

(@)L 2LH6e LT &S LT &SI )

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

You will get a chance to reply, so
do not interrupt me.

bty Dewlds wtnsRRN

(Gupssaflar 1975 oy G@rrEar)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order please ! If you are not going
to carry out my orders I will have to
take some steps. You can read the
letters yourself when you get the
opportunity.

@Dl RS il S

(@)L 2L ge LUT&E T &SI )

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

The other letters is about a former
employee of a bus company. The
writer says that an application had
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been made by this person for a job in
the C. T. B. but he was overlooked.
He is asking the present Chairman
of the C. T. B. to review his case and
see whether he is fit to be employed.

When we give a certificate we
mention the qualifications and say,
“I recommend so-and-so for such-
and-such a job.” But in the case of
the former Minister of Nationalized
Services it was not that. He ordered
his subordinates, “I am sending so-
and-so ; please employ him ”. This
is corruption.—[Interruption].

8 Y. 8. evedd
(sl orer, orih. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is a lie!

gECE ADE @8 @,

(2@ Ylige ursE; wrEsrr)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

In spite of saboteurs and in spite
of your stooges in these departments,
you cannot prove one instance of any
Minister or a single Member of this
Government having used his autho-
rity in this way and made such
orders. Hon. Members of the
National Government are men of
integrity—[Interruption]. Can the
Opposition point out one instance
where a Minister had given a
direction or an order to employ a
particular individual ?

@8 Y. 8. euedbh
(T Bl 5 ereir, erib, QuCrrr)
(Dr, N. M. Perera)

There is more than one ! There are

30,000 such instances !

¢ReE IBRDE @8 dca.

(D@L yliae uré&@i wresmi)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

If they can point out one instance
where one Minister of this Govern-
ment had misused his power we are
prepared to face any charge.

IOy B3ecsTsn BINBR NS
(@Gupésaflar eu os@rrear; 9jauir&err )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! I think you have
said enough on this subject.
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(2@ Ylisme LréGr wrésrr)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I only want to point out to the
hon. Member for Dompe that those
on this side of the House have not re-
sorted to corruption.—[Interruption].
They are not men of that sort who
use their authority to take undue
advantage of the situation in which
they are placed.

WO Y€ Bewdsy» .
(8. wreredl Hassrser)
(Mr, Stanley Tillekeratne)
May I—

A Grndan @B
(Osorres sorfs ssprusgs)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

As a letter written by me has been
called in question I hope you will
permit me to offer an explanation.
The letter is as follows :

o+ Colombo 7,
4th June, 1965.
My dear R. T,,

Annexed are 3 applications from
Mr. de Joedit of 589, Hokandara Road,
Pannipitiya, and he is fit for any one of
the posts he has applied for. He was not
given a chance by the previous manage-
ment, although I tried my best, He is a
brilliant young man——

18 DY, D8, cue8s

(svr 5 erer, erib. QuCrmyr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

“Brilliant young man ” !

o @eDdw eemwm
(Osorre; soors s BEPTUIGS )
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

“Please take him on to 0
e ne of the posts

Yours Sincerely,
(Sgd.) W, Dahanayake,
M/H, A

@8 0. 29, cecBs,
(srfl% erer. erih. OLCrirr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

“Take him on” !
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adL Gch cPBNGD
(Qzorres sOTHE SSHTLES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

The facts of this case are—[Inter-
ruption].

MO B30cTEN BINSHBHS
(@psaaller oL ys@rreari e ser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
If you go on interrupting we cannot
continue with the proceedings.

o @paal coammen

(Qserre sOTHE H&pFTLSES)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

This latter must be taken in the
content of his application. This gen-
tleman is technically qualified. He
applied for a post in the C. T. B.—

SO E BeHés » e,
(& ow_rerell Gevdsrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
What was his age ?

@wé Gwd cHBNGD
(Qsorres srpE s5pTUES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

—when it was under the S. L. F. P.
Government ; he was passed for em-
ployment but he was not taken
because of the wrong policy followed
by the previous Government, That
is why I have said he was not given
a chanca by the previous manage-
ment. Now, Sir, I consider it my duty,
wherever facts are pointed out to me,
to see that injustices are set right. I
will always fight for the cause that
n-eds assistance, and I/the injustice
that needs resistance. I shall do so
whether T am a Minister or whether
I am a back-bencher or whether I am
an ordinary private citizen.

By E Bendsm» O,

(Bm. evrerel]l Gossrser)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

May I hav> the letters, Sir ?
Unfortunately, in our case we had

no occasion to recommend. very ad-
mirably, young men for jobs.

Bewldn 0535 DeHDC®

448
—6cdHA6 DY

bty Bewlds HmIBRS

(@psaaflar oL LG@rrFQT YjeuTEar)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Commitiees)

You need not dwell very much on
these letters.

B E Bendw » O

(B ov-rered DssTGar)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

You will be pleased to hold with me
on this matter, Sir. This is a letter
given to one de Hoedt or Joedt. In
point of fact, it is a very interesting
letter. During our time also we had
Mr. R. T. de Silva—our dear old R. T.
—as Ithe Chairman of the Ceylon
Transport Board. This letter is very
important because it does not just
state, “ The bearer, de Hoedt, applies
for a post. He is honest. He bears a
good character.” And if it ends by
saying, “ I will be pleased if you give
this matter your consideration ” or “I
will be pleased if you consider him
for appointment ”, then we may say
that that is the normal type of letter
given to candidates for jobs. But this
letter is not of that type. Sir, I do not
know 'the age limits for this particular
type of job.

2. dsy. RdD Ow. (emneesI »)
(8. &. eror. i Gu—Qareverer)
Mz C. X Mathew—Kolonna)

Why are you so worried about the
age limit ?

L5 E BeHSY » .

(8. ovmeral Do arGer)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Sir, the hon. Member for Kolonna
was a student of mine for just two-
months. I was worried about his
own age. Now he has gone and

joined the U. N. P. and I hope they
will spare him in time to come.

bty Bowlen BB

(&apssoflar oL &G rrEaTi ojGuii &6

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Will the hon. Member speak on
the 'Bill ?
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O € BEEWw » .

(Sp, ovrerel]l GlassTsar)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

You will be pleased to see, Sir,
that this letter is.not only a recom-
mendation for a job, but it lays
down very clearly that the young
man is brilliant—[Interruption]. I
have not seen this brilliant young
man, These brilliant young men
are a matter of taste! Now, may
I read the letter ? It states, “ Please
take him on to one of the posts he
applies for.”

o& adde P D
(Qsarrar sorfs sapriss)
(The Hon. Dr, Dahanayake)
I read that myself.

T E B » .

(Bop, wrered Hewdasrgar)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

What are the posts ? The posts
which have been -advertised. Of
the ten posts advertised, fill one
with this brilliant young man. That
is what it amounts to. The other
applicants may be considered for the
balance nine posts. Now, Sir, there
was a wise old monkey which said,
“ Small things go a long way.”

Sy Bewidn BRSO,
(@upésotlar 2.1 gs@rraari oeiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Will you please come back to the
Bill ?

W E B » Scs.

(8. owi_rered Sassrger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

If this National Government is
going to start like the monkey by
allowing small things to go a long
way, then at the end of five years
we will get a good number of them
caught within the ambit of the
operation of this Bill. A Govern-
ment can start after its baptism
period with little bits of sin— ([Inter-
ruption). This Government has just
started on its career. [Interruption].
Some of the appointments in the
various corporations are not meant—
[Interruption].
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ndmisey Bewddn @SB

(@apsaofler o1 &GRTTEaTT IeIiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Are you coming back to the Bill
or not ?

Oy € Bewéwy 5 Q.

(Blcn. av_rerell SowésrsGer)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I am coming, Sir. I am.coming
down to the Bill. Now, Sir, when
the relevant sections of this Bill go
into operation and if the correct
men are not put in the -correct
places, I am sure, they themselves
will come within the purview of this
Bill. It is my duty while discussing
this Bill to caution the Government
as to the nature of the appointments
that they are making. In point of
fact, they have started in a very
bad way. It is in time that I am
giving this advice to a Government
that is going to be very national.
In point of fact, I should like to refer
to the appointments made to the
Port (Cargo) Corporation, to the
Ceylon  Transport Board, . the
National Textile Corporation, and
also the very good diplomatic:
appointment to Ghana—they call it
“gahanawa”. That is ‘the only
good appointment. Now, I 'should
like to talk about the appointment to
the People’s Republic of - China,
You will be suprised to see, very
soon when the people’s of China
call for volunteers, that the firs
man who will be in the queue ta
join the Viet Cong, in their fight,
will be Ceylon’s Ambassador to
Peking. Then this Government will
get embarrassed and call him back,
but the Viet Cong will not allow
him to come ; and the day he comes
he will come with the Viet Cong
forces and I do not know where he
will march from. I think that they
are regretting his appointment.

e BeowlLs =Y P TOF
(Gupdsafler o4y g{é@_ﬂwa@ri\;&f@;{?&sﬁ)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I see that the hon. Member is
going outside the Bill. =2
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Oy Bewowy » D
(’@@ GL_T&dTed .@@Jdﬁﬁﬂrﬁm}
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
I am coming to the Bill.

Sl Bewlids BwEBRDS
(@@é&:ﬁ@lﬂ@ﬁ?’ o1 Cg;:%@fn‘&ﬁaﬂf" L@t Eor)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please ! Most of what you
say is irrelevant.

TR E BEHE » .
(8. vrerel Fosasrser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Sir, I am coming to the Bill

ndeneien Dewlds wwmaB@:
(@@d&&:ﬂﬂaﬁr o) SySETTFGTI 9/ QUIT &G )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please | Will you listen to
me ? You are going outside the
Bill.

@hle OuY. 8. cuedd
(sr G erer. Grib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We are discussing the principle of
the Bill, the whole question of
bribery and corruption. So, why is
it out of Order when you are
discussing the general question of
bribery and corruption.

emdien BewliEs BmaBRRNO:
(@@é‘&ﬁfﬁa&f 24 .g;a's@mrarsmf' Sjaui &or)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Of course, he can speak on bribery
and corruption.

@HnBe O5Y. 9. owedd
(sedTplG erer. orib, QuGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Do not have different rules fqr
that side and different rules this

side.

" andemn Bowddn eSS

- (Gupssoflar e YySBrreani sjeuraer)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
I will treat all alike.

Bewldm 0535 eFAC®
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e »OsY .

(8. Qaerier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

We want to avoid the situation of
discussing the provisions of this
Bill over and over again. The hon.
Member for Kotte is giving the
Government very good advice so
that we would not have five years
later to go into the question.—
[Interruption]. He is performing a
national service.

T E B » .
(5r. ow_rered] GlovssTser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Sir, as a very young Member of
this House I am ready to abide by
your Order. I will, as far as pos-
sible, not digress from the main
provisions of the Bill and matters
connected therewith. There is one
matter which I wish to place on
record. They may be very happy
that they are cleaning the public
life of this country of bribery and
corruption ; but, we know how in
the past the U.N.P. administration
functioned in local authorities.
Their members were found guilty of
bribery and corruption. We are
also aware of the rate at which these
appointments are being made and
very soon some of the gentlemen
who are appointed to these Embas-
sies abroad will finally be found
guilty of racketeering in liquor and
foreign exchange in the Embassies
they have got appointments if
correct men are not put in correct
places.

I wish now to refer to a wvery
respectable gentleman who sat in
that place where you sit. He came
down to the level of politics ; he had
published a booklet where he made
frivolous allegations against hon.
Members of this House. In point of
fact, it was a very respectable
gentleman of this House, the former
Clerk to this House, who turned
round and told him in very plain
and simple language that he was a
liar, that his allegations were not
true ; and he was even prepared to
face a court inquiry on these
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allegations, but the former
Mr. Speaker was not prepared to file
an action for defamation.

Now, Sir, I must caution you ; we
are glad that you are in the Chair.
I know that whatever my lapses
might be you are not going to send
me out of this House. Anyhow,
these facts must be kept in mind.
Sir, it is this very same gentleman
who has been making wild allega-
tions on election platforms, who has
written a book and published it—
this booklet contains defamation of
certain individuals in regard to
various matters—who I hear is to be
given a diplomatic appointment for
the dirty and scavenging services he
rendered during the last election.

I am glad the hon. Member for
Dompe wanted to read the proceed-
ings—[Interruption]. In point of
fact, I have a fair comment to make
on the conduct of the commissioner
who one day—[Interruption].

So many references have been
made about the C.W.E. Commission.
I say this commission will go down
to history as a political commission
that was appointed by this Govern-
ment to launder its political suits
for the future. The Commissioners
are just political launderers and
nothing else.

We had a good commission com-
prising Messrs. Walter Thalagoda-
pitiya, Thomas Webb Roberts and
Samuel John Charles Schokman. I
am leaving Mr. Roberts and
Mr. Schokman out. These are res-
pected gentlemen who, after they
went out of office as commissioners
lived as respectable men. But, it
was this Walter Thalagodapitiya,
the Chairman—[Interruption]. Sir, I
leave these boys to be dealt with by
the Deputy Speaker.

In point of fact, I must place this
on record. Mr. Walter Thalagoda-
pitiva, the Chairman of this com-
mission, found this Casila Abdul
Samed Marikkar—the great Marik-
kar whose house is built on the
climbs of Kadugannawa where he
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can fight a foreign army and defend
the Sinhala army there—he was a
Minister—[ Interruption].

MEDEen Bewldsn wenIBO;
(@upésofler 211 ys@rreer oeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order, please !

WO E B @,

(8. ov_rered] Govsergar)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I am coming down, Sir. There
are a number on their side whose
conduct on the 3rd of Decemboar
1964, has to be investigated.—
[Interruption].

After all, we had the courage to
appoint a commission. That commis-
sion was a fact-finding commission.
The fact-finding commission had
found Casila Abdul Samed Marikkar
guilty of the offence of bribery. It
was during the election that Walter
Thalagodapitiya held a meeting in
the up-country area and on behalf of
the up-country Sinhala people put
Mr. Marikkar on the back of an
elephant—[Interruption].

NG VY Bolewny

(Cserrey 9m&sseu eHa)
(An hon. Member)

How about Dambadeniya ?

td O3 E B 5 s,

(B ov_rerel Sevssrser)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

The hon. Member for Dambadeniya
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake) was really a
hero—[Interruption]. Wherever the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya
flashes his walking stick the Federal
Party is driven to silence.

@& @Y BOéowwy
(Qsorrar oyms s soui (eI )
(An hon. Member)

That is all right,

Leave th
Federal Party aside, .
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WO DD B Y.

{ Bap- owi_rerell DwssTGer)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Also the hon Appointed Members
who are sitting on the other side—
[Interruption]. In the country thifey
call that walking stick of his "a
great Sinhala polla ” that will lead
the Sinhala army. In point of fact,
it is very powerful sometimes—
[Interruption].

Now, let us come back to this.
It is this same commissioner,
Mr. Thalagodapitiya, who put the
great Marikkar on the back of an
elephant and proclaimed to the
people of the up-country, and the
U. N. P. boys who were there, “ This
is the real Dutugemunu.” I am
making this comment.

wé @ Rodewwy

(Osorrey LjEI% S ST MmN )

(An hon. Member)

What happened to the elephant ?

WO Y C BEHSD » et

{ & owL_reirell HNGS T G6T)

{Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

The elephant had a sorrowful and
painful death on that very same day,
and the veterinary surgeons at
Peraieniya were of opinion that it
had died with its vertebral column
broken into pieces—[Interruption].

Now we come back to the Bill
We on this side of the House, the
S L. E P, the L.S.S. P and the
Ceylon Communist Party, in point of
fact———

B2 o
(8. whluy)
(Mr. Mathew)
‘What are you ?

O E B » .
{Bm. ovrordl Sossrger)
{Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Just imagine their ignorance ! I
tried to teach them when they were
students ani thev all failed. And
they joined the U. N. P. after that.

Bewidnm 535 @HVCH
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In point of fact, my political
affiliations would have been well
known when they read about my
nomination in the papers and how I
got elected. Anyway, I feel I must.
deal with wise men and not with
students like these. 5

Now, coming back to the Bill, no
doubt bribes and bribery are things
we must stamp out of the public life
of this country. Let it be kept in
mind that on the 3rd of December
1964, there were a number of hon.
Members who crossed from that side
of the House to this side. Some of
them sought election subsequently,
and some did not. In point of fact,
a special commission under the Com-
missions of Inquiry Act has to be
appointed, and this must be sup-
ported by Members on both sides of
this House. I know that the Leaders
of the United National Party, parti-
cularly the Hon. Prime Minister and
a gentleman of the calibre of the
Hon. Minister of State, will not
tolerate this type of thing in the
public life of this country. A com-
mission has to be appointed to go
into the conduct of these gentlemen,
to investigate how some of them
redeemed mortgages on land in
Nawala in my constituency, re-
deemed their cars, bought cars. The
commission will also have to investi-
gate how the S. L. F. S. P. got their
election funds for the election cam-
paign. These are matters that have
i0 be investigated. These are matters
of which you are yourself aware,
Sir. They took place when you were
the hon. Member for Negombo and
before you took office as Deputy
Chairman of Committees. There are
allegations that some of them got a
lakh of ruvees. some fifty thousand
rupes, and that the money was dis-
tributed at the house of an ex-
Senator situated at Turret Road. I
do not say that all those who crossed
over took money, but I do say that
some of them are in contracts, some
of them have redeemed a'l their
debts, some of them lead prosperous
liveg. One harmless man an ex-
Member of this House, who came
into the House and decided nnt to
vote, is I am made to understand,
to be employed in a newly
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floated company of Lake House
« Jana Hitha ”. I do not want to name
people. I want their conduct investi-
gated in the interests of the purity of
public life in this country. When
these very same S.L.F.S.P. men are
trying to enter the portals of the
UNP. you will not only have teo
screen them politically but screen
their anatomy as well because sedi-
ments of misconduct still remain.
do not know how you are going to
tolerate the admission of certain
~ people to your party. After all, the
U.N.P., whatever its failings may
have been in the past, is a new party,
as you say. It has a new leadership
and it does not want this dishonesty
to prevail.

These are matters that should be
inquired into, even if it is done for
one reason alone, namely, that there
will be a day when history will lay
it down that there were many on the
Government side who were there due
to influence, bribe, and money—
distributed at the Turret road house
of an ex-Senator. Cases of whisky,
money in lumps and bundles, motor
cars, and a jeep were given.

B2 Scq.
(B@. wHy)
{Mr. Mathew)

Why are you defending rogues of
our party ?

Ty B B Dcoen
(B e Sa&EETS6)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I know the father of this Gentle-
man. He was considered to be a
political hookworm.

QBD e,

(8. wsu)
(Mr. Mathew)

Have you a father ?

O3y C BEweny » .

(B ovrerd Hassrser)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I advise the hon. Member to look

a’g the column “ Married or not” in
his birth certificate. In his case the

1065 e e @Ad 23
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birth certificate says *“ unmarried ”.
But my real strength he will feel at
the correct and proper time, and
placed in the context of the proper
position of his own father he will
realize that short men are also des-
tined to do big things for him. If he
comes down to that level I am
prepared to give him at that level.

This is a matter that has to be gone
into very carefully, because as much
as you are pointing a finger of accu-
sation against so many, on the side
of the Government and outside the
Government, lobbying for various
appointments, going to meet various
Ministers and asking them, “ Get me
a job, get me a job!”, these are men
who, on December 3rd, accepted
large sums of money and fled away
on to that side and voted and out-
voted the Government that was
there.

2D .

(Bm. whiy)
(Mr. Mathew)

And toppled the Government.

T Ou5Y € DS » e
(Bm. vrerd Hadarger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Toppled with dirty bribe-takers.
This was how the politics of Decem-
ber 3rd began. I am glad that we
are enacting this legislation but, of
course, the little regret is that it be-
comes prospective. In five years
some of these gentlemen resigned
from this House and went away, but
anyhow they contested seats at the
election. In point of fact, I am not
prepared to pass sentence on these
people, but yet, as their names are
found in the schedule and the com-
mission has found them guilty we are
prepared to consider this position of
imposing disabilities on them. But
one fact remains. As pointed out by
the hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F. ‘
R. Dias Bandaranaike) you have six |
names here. If one changed one’s
name in the meantime, what are you
going to do ?
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(8. vgly)

(Mr. Mathew)
He is trying to teach us.

SO EC Beadsys .
(8@ ow_rared Sosasrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Look at this! He cannot under-
stand the problem.

a& 5 B2lowwy
(Qsorrey oymsssair gHar)
(An hon. Member)

He is a buffoon.

O E Beodsy » .
(8. ev_rerel Sovsarser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Buffoon is the apt term—a political
buffoon.

MEDeLn BowlESy BSRHS,

(Gwpssaflar .1 &R rTsari DU Feir )

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I do not want any hon. Member
to use the word “ buffoon” in refer-
ring to an hon. Member in this House.
Hon. Members should be ashamed of
themselves.

WY E Bewdm's .

(8@ avrard Sadarser)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

There are six people here. If any
one of these six men were to change
his name, or if on the voters’ list his
name is found differently and if he
presents his nomination papers be-
fore the returning officer, how is that
officer going to reject that nomination
paper ? In point of fact, I am glad
that the Bill that has been presented
and brought some time back gives
us a different procedure as regards
how offenders should be brought to
book. I asree with the hon. Member
for Dompe on one matter. I feel that
some higher body should have been
made available to them to state their
case. Now it is too late, but some-
times one may ask the question, if

Bewldn) O53%) edDE®
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justice is to be meted out, however
late it is, are you not going to make
provision for it ?

We have taken up the position that
we will stand by the findings of this
commission in this matter. I also
appreciate the position of the Govern-
ment when it moved the last Bill. It
laid down the procedure for a preli-
minary inquiry to be held by the
Bribery Commissioner and said that
after a prima facie case had been
made out, the necessary papers and
statements will be produced in due
course to the Attorney-General, who
in turn would frame the indictment.
But I must advise that Bribery Com-
missioner on the Floor of this House
that when he does so he should do
it not in such a way as to seek politi-
cal advantage for others. That will
be bad because all these commissions
and commissioners who have been
appointed have been appointed as
dredging commissions in order to
sling mud on the names of others.
That was why in spite of a number
of applications which were sent, most
of which were frivolous and some
vexatious, the Bribery Commissioner
decided to select the name of one par-
ticular person because it was thought
that that was the proper way to sling
mud on the reputation of the pre-
vious Government—[Interruption].
Why, there was an allegation made
against the former Speaker. There
was an allegation, which I say was
purely frivolous and vexatious,
against the Private Secretary to the
Prime Minister at that time. Why
did the Bribery Commissioner take
that up ? Why did the press of this
country make political capital of
this? Why was a photosraph put
across the newspapers ? Why was it
that the UN.P. and their supporters
tried to make capital out of it ? Be-
cause they thought that was the best
way of discrediting the last Govern-
ment. It must be said of our last
Prime Minister who held office in this
country for nearly 4% years and also
of those who worked under her in
the capacity as Private Secretary
or other members of her family,
some of whom are even Members of
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this House now, that if there is any
allegation to be brought, it is not an
allegation of this type. Whatever
may be the outcome, there will be
one fundamental principle which will
stand vindicated: it was the hon.
Leader of the Opposition, Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, who honestly
ran this country for 4% years.—
[Interruption]. There cannot be a
single allegation against her conduct
in any matter or against the conduct
of her brothers—[Interruption]. But
a combined campaign has been
launched by the dredgers and the
grave diggers of their own future.
Here are the grave-diggers of their
own future.

I find the Commissioners appointed
to go into the C.W.E. had called a
gentleman up and asked him as to
why he had said that this commission
was dragging on till the next Gene-
ral Election. That is the purpose for
which you have appointed that com-
mission. It is a political commission.
It is a commission you have appoint-
ed to shield your men and there will
be a day when others in authority
will come to the position where you
are—[Interruption]. They would
lay down standards.

o DO, B. A
(Qsorray 6rib. Lo. LIGHLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
You seem to be worried.

TR E Bendxym .

(Bm. evrerd Gaésrger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Mr. Banda, hold your breath.
When they have to pass judgment
over you, a number of you, I say
most respectfully, will come under
the provisions of the Bribery Act.—
[Interruption]. Do not use these
positions when you are secure
there. Do not use your positions to
lick your political adversaries who
are out of office. Do not try to use
it in order to have a halo for the
corrupt appointments you are mak-
ing.—[Interruption]. You will have
to go before the country and the
country will pass judgment after

1965 e @8 23
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your term of office when at least half
of you will come under the provisions
of this Act.—[Interruption].

I am glad the Hon. Leader of the
House is showing signs of im-
patience. I know his conscience
hurts him so much. In point of fact,
he knows the circumstances under
which he walked over to the other
side that day to vote against the
Government. I look at his face and
charge him as one of those men——

o 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qzerras 2. 1G. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Can he do that? He must with-
draw that.

Mméwen Bowids ©BwSBNS:
(@wpsaaflsr e s@rrsari j6uii &6ir)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will you please
withdraw that? Why did you not
make an allegation at that time ?

Ty € Bewmédym» .

(Blm. ovraredl SassTger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

May I explain ? If I say the Hon.
Leader of the House has an uneasy
conscience, what is there to
withdraw ?—[Interruption].

aé D8, &, LM

(Qserras erib. to. LiGwTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

You are allowing this House to be
reduced to a comic opera.

T E Bedmy 5 .
(8. ov_rard] Gevdsrgear)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I am prepared to abide by you
Orders. You have been a juydg% olf‘
the district court and a magictrate.
How can I withdraw a charge unless
I place the charge before you? I
am not placing the charge before
him. The real charge before him
will be placed the day the next
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[T B Bewdss » ®w.]
Bribery Commission will be ap-
pointed. That is the day when the

real charge will be placed against
him.—[Interruption].

In point of fact, we are going to
extend to this Government the
co-operation that it wants.

& Ox3RD&

(CQserrer oymesSeriaor)
(Hon. Members)

We do not want.

O Y€ Bemdsym @

(B@w. evreardl Swsésrsear)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

We are prepared to extend to this
Government the co-operation that it
needs to wipe out bribery whether it
be on our side or whether bribery
accumulates on that side as you see
them today.—[Interruption]. I make

no allegation against a single
Member of the U. N. P. I have no
allegations to make. I have no

facts. Now, when the next bribery
commission sits real charges will be
made against the conduct of the
Leader of the House and also other
Members.

©0DemNBB BHABNDBY
(Quréi praprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

ad sIROVG

(Q@erseas 9515 & G T e )
(Hon. Members)

Sit down.—[Interruption].

oDeaen BowlLn wensBn

(@epdsellar oo o&6@rreari ojeurser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order, please. Will you sit down ?

There is a point of Order raised by
- the hon. Member for Nallur.

Bewidm I8 @edDEes
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eeRemn hesNHsY

(Qr&i_r BT a&pT ger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Sir, I maintain that no Member of

this House can charge another with
being a bribe-taker,

@nda Y. 8. cuedsh
(sorflf erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Nobody chargad.

ceRemnde NOINSY
(Cu_ra&L_i BT Eprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

The hon. Member is making a
specific charge of bribery.

G@ndw DY, 8. cuclsh
(sovrpl@ erer. erib. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No charge is made against him.

eeDemindn maZNHEY

(Q_mr&e_i [T & [5IT &&T )

(Dr. Naganathan)

You cannot impute any motive
against a Member of this House and
say, “ You will be accused before the
next bribery commission.” That is the
statement of a coward and a rogue.

SN EY ca.

(8. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

On a point of Order, Sir, the word
“rogue” used by the hon. Member
for Nallur against a Member of the
House is completely wrong. It is
unparliamentary.

o& 92, 8. g
(Qserres orib. i, LieHrLTT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

When the other side is
addressed you are silent.

thus

@rnda Y. 8. cuels
(arflG erer. erd. QuGrsr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
If he says so he must withdraw.
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o 9. &, Az
(Qsorra ortb. (o, LIGHLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Then you must withdraw that
also.

@nBw 057, OO, cweld
(soor G erar. erib. QUGTIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You must withdraw that word.

b BewlSs HBmEDDNO:
(@@éﬁaﬂsﬁr 2,1 YGGTTFTI S| QUll S6TT )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
You cannot say—/[Interruption].

@5y .

({Q:@ Q& eorLoar )
(Mr. Keuneman)

What is it that he said that is
objectionable ?

Ty € Beadsy s e,

(Blas. ov_rered Gadsrgar) ;

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I only say this : the charge will be
brought against him, it may be read
out to him and he will be asked to
plead guilty or not guilty only when
the next commission sits. I am not
making that charge today.

coemendets BNONDBY
(CLr&L_ir BreEprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

On a point of Order, Sir, he cannot
make insinuations unless there is a
resolution.

o 200, 8. i
(Qserrar ertb. to. Liawre )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The hon. Member for Nallur has
raised a point of Order and you must
give a Ruling on that first, Sir.
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(Bm. Qaerioar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I do not know what words of the
hon. Member for Kotte they object
to. I am objecting to the word
“ rogue” used by the hon. Member
for Nallur.

o 8. 8. @8. 9

(Qzorrar to. (F. 2. @aresar)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

We have had enough from jyou.

You ask your Member to withdraw.
Ask him to withdraw first.

gy Bowids wwmaBNS:
(@@ei;;sm'ﬂs&r oL oSG TTEQTT oeurger)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
It is asainst Standing Orders, for
any hon. Member to call another
hon. Member of this House a rogue.

g@EHE a® Dean.
(@@ g){L&If‘ﬁG@ﬂb&iLb)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)

The hon. Member for Nallur has
raised a point of Order. In support
of that I wish to urge that the state-
ment of the hon. Member for Kotte
definitely contains an innuendo to
the effect that the hon. Leader of the
House will be charged before a
bribery commission. You cannot
impute that. You know what an
innuendo is and this is a definite
innuendo. Therefore, Sir, either the
hon. Member for Kotte should with-
draw that or you should make him
withdraw.

amnda Y. 8. cueds

(sarp & erer. erwh. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N, M. Perera)

Under what section of the Stand-
ing Orders is that an innuendo ?
There is no Standing Order which
says that you cannot make an

innuendo in this House.—
[Interruption].

a& 8. 8. ¢ B

(Qserrar &. 1F. 19 Bsveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Sir,.I do not care what he says.
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MOV BVewiEs ©wBHRHS
(Gwsaafler o1 oy&Grrears oarser)
(Mr, Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You made an allegation that a
Member of this House is to be
charged for bribery. You must with-
draw that. Are you withdrawing
that ? [Pause]. Will you withdraw
it ? I want to know whether you are
withdrawing it or not. I want you to
withdraw that. Will you listen to me ?

WY B 5 .
(8. ov_rered FHassrser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

What should I withdraw ?

MOWewen BDowWIEn WSRO
(Gwpsaafler 2u o&sGrrear gyeiser)
(Mr, Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You made a sort of statement, you
made a statement to presume that he
was a bribe-taker.

WY C BCHSH 5 D,
(8gp. viraredl Sovssrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
No.

ad, OnYBIG
(C&orray oyms s Souiser)
(Hon. Members)
Withdraw it.

Wy BeTdn BB
(Gupsasafler e ys@rreari gerser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
You must withdraw it.

WY G BEHE 5 e,
(8. ev_rered Sovssrser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
In point of fact, may I state——

ad YRS
(Q@erres o)ms g Gour&er)
(Hon. Members)
No, no. Withdraw it.

eI B O35 QeHDC®w
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@SN BewiEs s BS
(Bupssellear e o&&Errseri Dl Hor )
(Mr, Deputy Chairman of Committees)
I want you to withdraw it. What
you said was this, that he will be

charged. You said that a prima facie
case has been made out.

oG 28, 8., A
(Glserres erib. to. Liewriir)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Of course, you said that.

WY EC BeHé » Scan.
(8. owrerel Sossrser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
No.

MSWesen B En wNSBHS
(Gwpsseflar oL ys@rreart oeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That I cannot allow. You must

withdraw that.

a& HAles CHBNBW
(Qsorrar sorf)s sspruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

Withdraw it.

WA EC BRI 5 D
(8. ow_rerel Sassrser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I did not
Commission ”.

say  “ Bribery

éNEen Bewidn BB
(@Gwssafler e oysErreart oairser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You said that he will be charged.
Will you withdraw that ?

WY G BEadHy » .
(Bp. av_rered] Sadsrser)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I did not say that, I only said that
a commission will be appointed to
go into it.
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5% pucan® @580 (Sedy BERBMW)
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ad Y B4
(Qserrear oyms s Souraser)
(Hon. Members)
Withdraw it ; withdraw it.

WO € B » .
(B ovrerel Sossrsar)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
I will withdraw “ bribery ”.

@we"am’ Bcskdotn ¢t
(8. Qapdppsr guGien)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

No, no. You must withdraw the
words that he will be charged.

gpnda sy, 8. cuvedd
(sar B G erer. erb. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But the Member for Nallur must
withdraw the word “rogue”.

WO G B 5 Dcqn.
(8. ow_rere Sassrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
I withdraw the word “ bribery ”.

WMDY BeTLE wWBSBS

(Gupsseflar o1 ys@rraart gyeaiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Have you withdrawn it ?

OB BEHSY » e

(8. owrerell Sevsasrger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I withdraw the word “ bribery ”.

MEDELY BT Sn BNBRRHS
(Gupésaflear e ys@rreeri oaiaor)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
You said, charged with bribery.

Y E BCOEY 5 .
(5. w_rerel Sassrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
No, Sir. I did not say that.
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S Bewdsn wnSBHS

(@apsaaller oL ys@Qrraari Jjairsor)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You said he will be asked to plead
guilty or not guilty giving the pre-
sumption thereby that he has com-
mitted an act. As a lawyer you know
what an innuendo means ? Will you
withdraw that now ?

88 Y E BECWED » D

(8. ov_rerell Sassrger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

What is an innuendo ? Innuendo
has nothing to do with this. All
right, if you are insisting that I
should withdraw this allegation of
bribery against the Leader of the
House and place it before some other
body I will do so.

oG 9. 8. gy @
(Oserrar erib. to. LiGwTL_rT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
That makes it worse.

5B E BEDEW 5 Dedn.

(8. ov_rarel Fevssrser)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

All right, I will withdraw it. I am
withdrawing it.

eDBEBY Dco.

( ,55?@ Qs e LpeT )

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Member for Nallur called
another Member a rogue. The word
“rogue” is unparliamentary. It
assails the character of another Mem-

ber. He must withdraw the word
“rogue ”.
ad 8. 8. A&

(Gsarres 6rib. 1o, LIGHTL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
You cannot get out of it like that.

WY Do
(8n. Qsarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

He must withdraw
“rogue.”’

the word
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smey emdfem —eeCHEs BHudd
coRemDibe ZNDBNDBY

(Qraim praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I withdraw the word “rogue ”.

O E BCSY 5 e

(B ovrered Govsarger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Now may I state, as far as we are
concerned, any Government will
have our support to wipe out bribery
whether we are on this side or the
other. As far as we are concerned,
I can assure the Government that if
they do not have the necessary votes,
we are prepared to give them the
necessary votes to amend the Consti-
tution. In this matter let us fight to-
gether and see that bribery is
stamped out of this country for ever.

oG s¥BDlowny
(Oserres omsssar eraur)
(An hon. Member)
Let the Question be put.

dfef. &l. Vaued BTN O,
(8. eriis. QY. Lwew LIHTL TTFTiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We are ready for the vote. If the
Government wants to put it to the
vote we are ready. If the Government
is not ready, we cannot help it. We
are ready.

e®HOBY Dcs.

(ﬁ@ Glscor Loerr )
(Mr. Keuneman)

If the Government wants to vote
we are ready.

¢ e K8DER» S,
(8. 9 Qerdsr &Pai ger)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

We are ready with the wvotes.
—[Interruption].

I8 ®D®m2 gwm 7 doary mOam
Qo 80D, 801w wd mam cd.

Newldm 9535 SeFAC®
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SuBurg . u. T wedfunBal_Geu
LAY EMEEET Qen B Qs SUULE,
&% HenaaaslQuUnD S

dleun g 1965, QsuGomout 24, Qaeraisdpenin
240 LOLILO [T (&0,

It being T p.M., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Friday,
24th September 1965.

DE D

PsHaiL
ADJOURNMENT
2 E5%d @ESuw w@é» CEW W G Bend
8a =Sm» ce. :

“@5¥9 d&Hace am wd WmBs g8 —
[0é 8 8 & B ]

“eeau @ Gurypa e5feawsss Gupwrs —
[Qaerrey 2. . 5 Poveun] erguin WBralaw NGz
AesuL @ i@ o163 BwibuuQupng.

Motion made, and Question proposed,

“That the House do now adjourn”.—
[Hon. C. P, de Silva.]

GNOBY D,

(8. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Chairman, I have been trying
without success to raise a matter
when the Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion is here. I gave notice yesterday
of my intention to raise the matter,
but I was informed that the Hon.
Minister would be unable to be pre-
sent. I gave notice again today of my
intention to raise this matter but
once again, in spite of the Govern-
ment Whip, the Hon. Minister of
Education is not present.

If my Friends can give me an assu-
rance that the Hon. Minister or even
his Parliamentary Secretary will be
here tomorrow, I will raise the matter
tomorrow. As the matter is urgent I
would like to raise it this week, I
would not like to raise this matter
in the absence of the Hon. Minister.
I do not know whether the Hon.
Minister will be here tomorrow.

a& &, 8. $wdEA»
(Gaorres Cop. oyr. spwevr sex)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
He will be here.

&enlifer
eflaunm b
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(8. Qaeriber)

(Mr. Keuneman)

On that assurance, may I merely
indicate the matter because I will
raise it in greater detail when the
Hon. Minister of Education is pre-
sent. But, in order that the House
may know about it, as certain action
has to be taken, I wish to just give
the broad lines of the question I
intend to pursue in detail tomorrow.

You will recall that on the 15th of
this month I asked the Hon. Minister
of Education and Cultural Affairs a
question regarding the admission of
students to the Medical Faculty of
the University of Ceylon. I was
particularly anxious to discover
whether all students who had passed
in four subjects would be admitted
to the University. On that occa-
sion, the Hon. Minister made the
following statement. I quote from
column 3055 of the HANnsArD of the
15th September, 1965. I asked the
question : “ All will be admitted ?”
and the Hon. Minister of Education
replied : “Yes. All those who have
got through in four subjects will be
admitted. In addition, we are
admitting 14 more.”

Sir, I was very pleased with the
assurance given by Hon. Minister
that fourteen of those who had
passed in four subjects would be
admitted. But it has been brought
to my mnotice that although the
Minister told us this will happen, in
practice, this is not happening so far
as the University of Ceylon authori-
ties are concerned. I am aware that
there are eight students who have
passed in four subjects but who have
not been admitted.

o 2. 8. AT
(Cserras ertb. to. Ligwri_i)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
What is the faculty ?
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(’@@ Q) Gor Lo GIT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

The Medical Faculty. They have
passed in four subjects, but they
have not been admitted. You _Wlll
recall, Sir, what the Hon. Minister
stated. He gave figures which were
not exactly accurate regarding the
quota, but as he was speaking off the
cuff, I do not blame him for that.
But you will recall that basically he
stated that the university authorities
intended to take in not only those
students who had passed in four
subjects into the Faculty of Medi-
cine, but also 13 or 14 more students
who had got the highest aggregate
of marks among those who had
passed in three subjects. Now, in
practice, I find that there are eight
students who have passed in four
subjects but who are not being ad-
mitted. I have not got all the
names, but I can give the names of
four of them. They are: Iranganie
Ranasinghe, W. S. Ratnatunge from
Royal College, G. A. Gunawardena
from Mahinda College, and W. T. B.
Abeydeera from Pembroke. All
these students have passed in four
subjects. I think they have the
necessary qualifications, the G.C.E.
(Advanced Level) in four subjects.

The real problem that has arisen,
which apparently is the crux of the
matter, is that a new rule was intro-
duced by the admitting authorities
of the university regarding the need
to have passed a practical test in
Organic Chemistry. I have gone into
the matter and I find that the Uni-
versity Senate has stated on the 21st
of August that the students should
have a pass in Organic Chemistry.
It does not say anything about the
practical test—[Interruption]. The
examination is rather complicated.
There are various theory papers as
well as practical papers. Now, a
pass in Organic Chemistry has
always been the aggregate of all the
marks, the practical including the
theoretical. But for some rather
peculiar reason even though many
of the students referred to have got
all 'those requisite marks to give
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[exn®H®x) &wo.]
them an aggregate for passing in
Organic Chemistry as a whole it
was suddenly left out on the basis
that they had not got the necessary
marks in the practical test—Organic
Chemistry—/[Interruption.]

I am glad that there is a Minister
following. It is a rather complicated
question. In the case of those 13
persons who had passed in three
subjects, the aggregate of all the
marks had been taken into account,
and they have been admitted. But
here are persons who have passed in
four subjects. Many of them have
more than the necessary aggregate
for what would have been a normal
pass in Organic Chemistry. But
suddenly, for some reason or other,

the practical paper in Organic
Chemistry has been taken
separately.

All sorts of stories are being
spread in the whole campus about
this. There is a story going that the
Vice-Chancellor has stated that he is
determined to see that the daughter
of a certain professor who, apparent-
ly, is included in this number will
never be admitted because he has
had a fight with this other professor
regarding some election. I do not
know whether these things are
correct or not. These statements
are being made by quite responsible
people. I hesitate to accept them.
I am extremely sorry if that is the
state of affairs. But it does seem to
be thoroughly bad that any sort of
personal feeling should come into
this matter. I would like this matter
brought to the notice of the Minister
of Education, so that he could per-
sonally serutinize this matter and see
whether this is correct—that there
are eight students who are qualified
for admission, who have passed in
four subjects, but who are not being
admitted, even though 13 others less
qualified are being admitted. If the
Minister would look into this matter
Elcisely we will all be deeply grate-
ul,

Bewl B @Y%) BIVC®@
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g. o» 7.9
&fef. 8. Rwid AeTDdsnwkm S,

(B eri. QYr. Lwew LewmL ripriiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
I wish to raise two small matters.

The first is in relation to educa-
tion. I myself have not had any ex-
perience with regard to medical
students, but there is a question I
should like to pose to the Minister
in regard to the need to publish the
rules relating to university entrance
arts subjects, so that every one is
quite clear in regard to the principle
being followed in respect of admis-
sion to the arts faculty. As far as
members of the public are con-
cerned, we are fortunate that this
year, for the first time, a large
number of children from rural areas
who never previously had the
chance of getting university educa-
tion, are now able to do so, largely
due to the efforts in education,
starting from the efforts of the
hon. Member for Galle when he was
Minister of Education in 1956 and the
efforts particularly after the 1960
period.

I wish, particularly, to bring to the
notice of the Minister a typical case
of what I mean. A young lady by the
name of G. A. Dharmawathie, 19
years of age, from a school in my
electorate called Padmawathie Maha
Vidyalaya, Dekatana, passed the
H. S. C. Examination in December
1964 in four subjects—the four sub-
jects being Sinhala, Government,
History and Geography.

ad O8. 8 e
(Qserres erib. Lo, LiGTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Advanced Level ?

ofd. 8. Au dETMSnem Ow.

(8. 6Tl gy, LW LS TTpTusS)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, the H. S. C. Examination, with
two credits in Sinhala and Govern-
ment. She got over 180 marks in the
aggregate. The children were all
asked, subject to the results of the
H. S. C. Examination being communi-
cated to the school, to apply if they
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wished to gain admission to the
university. She was also one of the
students who applied. Subsequently

when  admissions were made
to the university, the child-
ren have heard that many
children who have passed in

only three subjects have been ad-
mitted. This young lady who has
passed in four subjects with two
credits has not been admitted.

The children will be admitted from
1st of October. The matter is of
urgency. This young lady herself was
in this House waiting till just now,
hoping the Minister or his Parlia-
mentary Secretary would show them-
selves in this House in the course of
today. Unfortunately neither of them
came, and so I am taking this oppor-
tunity to raise this matter on the
Adjournment Motion. I myself do not
know whether this lady: is entitled to
be admitted to the university or not,
whether this is a mistake, or whether
this is according to the rules or not.
The problem is that nobody knows
the rules. They have never been com-
municated. Therefore, I ask the
Government : Why not take some
action to see that the rules are well
known, so that everybody will know
where he stands ?

O, @B caBNw
(Qeorres sorflf 1961y sS&FTILES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

When I referred a similar case to
the Registrar he told me that there
are a number of cases like that—
nearly 30—and he would go into
every one of them on Monday bet-
ween 9 and 12.

ofed. end. Dl AedndsNney D,
(B, ot oy, Lwew uehmLrrprués)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

May I ask the Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs to please take up my
case as well—[Interruption.] My
case is now in good hands.

I wish to raise one or two other
matters as well. Now that we have a
large number of children from rural
areas entering the university, I think

1065 oSz @®E 23
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it is very important that the Govern-
ment should give its mind to the ques-
tion of providing for a wider system
of bursaries and scholarships to
enable children to take advantage of
university education. Many of these
children come from poor homes, and
they require some financial assist-
ance. I do not think the Government
can possibly meet the education bill
of the whole country, but in respect
of university education in the matter
of paying for their hostel education,
their fees and everything else, a wider
system of assistance is definitely
required.

One further question pertaining, I
think, to the Minister of Commerce. 1
want to raise this point in regard to
clock manufacturers. Messrs. U. N.
Wijetunge and Company, who were
recently summoned by the C. W. E.
Commission of Inquiry on an alleged
contempt, have succeeded in persuad-
ing the Minister of Commerce to give
them an additional quota in respect of
clock parts for the purpose of assem-
bling clocks.

Against that, there was an industry
recently started by another group of
people, a firm called Wimaladharma
Brothers. Neither of them is our poli-
tical supporter although I raise this
question. Wimaladharma Brothers
started their business on the basis of
manufacturing and making wall
clocks. I think they have not yet got
as far as making Westminister
chimes. They have been only able to
produce what is called “ Bim Bam ”
chimes which sound the notes for the
half hour and the hour. They start
their manufacturing process by im-
porting only sheets of brass, sheets of
steel and brass rods. All the other
items are manufactured in this coun-
try including the clock faces and
everything else. The only manufac-
tured parts, apart from the brass
sheets, steel sheets and brass rods, are
the springs for the clocks.

These people, I think, have been
making an effort to manufacture in a
real sense, and they find that in con-
sequence of these quotas being issued
to assemblers of clocks their entire
business is at stake.
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I do not know whether the Govern-
ment has given its mind or considera-
tion as to whether it is its policy to
encourage industrialists who are
actually seeking to manufacture the
article rather than to assemble it.

The price of these clocks is not ex-
cessive. I find that they range from
Rs. 100 to Rs. 120—the finished pro-
duct. All the distributors say that it
is of extremely high quality and
nobody has made any complaint
about the time-keeping mechanism.

I think the Hon. Minister of Indus-
tries should consider the matter with
the Hon. Minister of Commerce. I
think this decision was taken by the
Minister of Commerce. I do not
know whether he was consulted
or whether it was done on his
recommendation. But I am told that
this is going to affect the efficiency
and the output of the new business
and possibly drive the new business
into a situation where it will not
be able to continue. The names of
the clocks manufactured are “ Wins-
ton” and “Wembly”. I myself do
not own one of these clocks and I do
not know very much about them.
But if it is true that Wimaladharma
Brothers are manufacturing the
entire clocks out of brass rods, brass
sheets and steel sheets, I do think
that to permit additional quotas for
the import of clock parts is a wrong
policy and might possibly result in
damaging one of the new industries.

I am not raising this question for
political grounds at all. I hardly know
either of these firms. I only know
that Messrs. U. N. Wijetunge and
Company have gone before the
C. W. E. Commission—I read this in
the papers recently—and admitted
that they handled smuggled goods.
They admitted before the C. W. E.
Commission that they are people
who are dealing in smuggled goods.
Is this the class of person who should
qualify himself for quotas at the
expense of people who are really
making an honest effort to
manufacture goods in this country ?

Bewldm @sI5) VeHDCw
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This is a matter worthy of the
consideration of the Government.

& en. 1.16

85N owEts O

(B, OQui@ Qerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It is my misfortune that not one
of the Hon. Ministers regarding
whose matters I wish to raise ques-
tions is here, but there are two
matters on which I think the Minister
of State could possibly give answers.

The first matter is one which con-
cerns the Hon. Minister of State also
as it is in respect of a school in our
constituency—the Jinaraja School in
Kollupitiya.

Certain allocations had been made
in regard to certain class rooms and
renovations which were required,
out of the Vote last year. The money
has apparently not been spent upon
the matters which require to be
attended to, and the school, as the
Hon. Minister of State knows very
well, is continuing in a very bad way
as a result of buildings which have
perished long ago and whose con-
ditions is still further deteriorating.

I want to ask the Hon. Minister of
Education, through the Hon. Minister
of State, in regard to this school
which is in a constituency which we
jointly represent, to get the neces-
sary allocations made in order to
enable this school, one of the oldest
schools in the Island and one of the
first started by the Buddhist Theo-
sophical Society by Colonel Olcott, to
flourish as it ought to.

The second question is in regard to
telecommunications, to which I think
the Hon. Minister of State, who
would know something about the
functioning of the police force, would
be able to give a reply. I have been
told by a number of persons—and I
have received a number of com-
plaints—that there is a telephone
tapping going on. We have made
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complaints several times during the
lifetime of various governments that
the undemocratic practice of tele-
phone tapping had been resorted to.
There was a Minister of the former
U. N. P. Government who failed to
answer a question on this subject
when it was addressed to him. The
matter was raised again subsequently
during the lifetime of other
Governments.

During the lifetime of the Ilast
Government there were various
complaints made by——

A o8, @d. SwdED
(Csersey Cog. oy, QLI Far )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
N. Q. Dias admitted it.

D&MD enBean O,
(8. Quiey’ Qeriiewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

There was a long article recently
in the Lake House press with regard
to the details of telephone tapping,
about how it is done and the various
points at which it is done. I have
received several complaints from
people that this is so. I want to ask
the Hon. Minister of State whether
it is within his knowledge that
telephone tapping is going on,
whether he would make inquiries to
find out whether telephone tapping
is taking place, and if so whether he
would take the necessary steps to see
that it is stopped. Unfortunately, the
Hon. Minister of Telecommunications
is not present for he would be the

proper person to whom I should have
addressed this question.

The Minister or the Parliamentary
Secretary to whom I should address
the third question is also not here.

& 3. @d. “wddRn
(Qzorrey Ceg. oy, UIGUT ST )
(The Hon. J. R, Jayewardene)

Did you not inform them before-
hand ?

1965 e @8 23
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DENR ctnBen Dew,
(. Quir@ Qeriievr)
(Mr., Bernard Soysa)
No.

ad od. ¢l LwddNB

(CQsorrar Cop, gy, syweurser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

They should have been informed.

DEs1B cwmBn D,

(8cn. Quirey GQeriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Even if they are not informed it is
the courtesy of Hon. Ministers to be
present.

@S 8. @d. SwddAm
(Gzorras Cop, opr. spuieui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

There is a rule now that you must
give notice.

DS5ND owmBen .

(B. Quiiey . GQerdievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It is certainly helpful from the
point of view of giving an answer if
you can give notice. When the Hon.
Minister of State was only the First
Member for Colombo South he said
that Hon. Ministers should be present
in the House during the Adjourn-
ment ; and when the Hon. Minister
of Industries was only the hon.
Member for Avissawella he too said
so. Anyway, we are prepared to co-
operate. I shall give notice in future
of any question that I propose to ask.
However, I trust that in spite of the
inadequate notice these matters will
elicit the necessary replies.

3. 98, »ed Ow. (Gmd)

(D. 9. ea, GIL_TQUI—LOT & Ben p )

(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)

QA& Bewdss BBRNOL, &
88 OB Herny G BHE)
Do BeA®D. 988 mnEw DES
88w A BDBwwE e Swd
SHBEIC oI  ad Ge25023%)
QOB BGeesHsIn) D5 8D wd,
MBI G OBn®, crImd G, 228
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ab o, @d. LweddRm»
(Qasermey Cog. T, sgwaii Hae )
(The Hon, J. R. Jayewardene)

I think you should inform hon.
Members that there is a rule accepted
by both sides of the House—a work-
ing arrangement—that those who
wish to ask questions or obtain in-
formation during the Adjournment
Debate should inform the particular
Minister through the office of the
Hon. Leader of the House before
3 p.m. so that the Hon. Minister con-
cerned or his Parliamentary Secre-
tary may be able to obtain the
necessary information to give an
adequate reply. We passed that rule

during the last Government’s tenure

of office and we have tried to adhere
to it because, firstly, if the rule is
not adhered to, Ministers and Parlia-
mentary Secretaries who always
have prior engagements——

afed. @b, Dewed DTWENGD e,
(B, erii. oy L wew LIGWL T bIi&Es)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We do not always want answers !

oé o&, @l LB
(Qzerray Cg. i, spweuiser)
(The Hon, J. R. Jayewardene)

I know today the Hon. Minister of
Education has gone outstation; he
is therefore not able to be present.
His Parliamentary Secretary is, I
think, in Teheran and he cannot
possibly come here.

afed, end, Dwed DFTMEINGWD D,
(Bs. eri. i, Lweh LGTLITpTLGE)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
What is he doing in Teheran ?
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aé o8, ¢l Swdlhm
(Qaorrar Cgg. gy, gyuaiFe)
(The Hon, J. R. Jayewardene)

What you do at conferences. There
is a U.N.E.S.C.O. conference there.

The idea behind this rule is to give
a proper reply. We tried that out
last time and it was successful. I
think you should circularize hon.
Members that they should give pro-
per and adequate notice. Yesterday
the hon. Member for Mahara gave
me adequate notice and I was able to
contact the I. G. P. and give him a
proper and official reply. On all the
matters raised today we would have
been able to give a reply if adequate
notice was given. If the Minister
was not here, if the Parliamentary
Secretary was not here, the Hon.
Leader of the House and I always try
to be here.

Today there is a turn out of eight
Ministers.

ofes. @d, el DT ONBD O,
(B, eTL1. gy, L-wew LIGHRTL_IT T BT & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Eight out of 17—very good !

b o, @d. $DER D

(Qsorray Cs. Sy, egweut Ha)

(The Hon, J. R. Jayewardene)

It is a very good show ; but none
of us can give a proper reply.

i, i?:n& Dl DEH aNosNGD Dew.
(B, erts, Qi Lwow LIGRTL_T T BT LGS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Cannot you write to us ?

od o, @d. LeddA»

(Qzorras Ceg. gy, eweui e )

(The Hon, J. R. Jayewardene)

I do not know whether there
is tapping of telephones or not. I hope
there is not. It was, I think, Mr. N.
Q. Dias who publicly stated there
was tapping of telephones during
the last regime. We condemned
that. We do not want to listen to
anybody’s telephone conversations.
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During a time of emergency, for the
security of the State, it may be
necessary but we do not think it
should be done in normal times. I
cannot really say who is tapping
telephones and where it is done. The
Hon. Minister of Telecommunica-
tions was looking into that whole
question. I will certainly bring this
matter to his notice and give a reply
when I receive the information.,

About the Jinaraja School, I do
not want notice of the question ; it is
in my electorate. I think if the hon.
Member and I co-operate we can
secure the necessary allocation.

ofeS. d. Bwed D NndsNnwm S,
(B@. eris. gyi. Lwew UL rrpniss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Will the Hon. Minister of State be
good enough to bring to the notice
of his Colleagues the matters we
raise even if the Ministers are not
here, and to ask that that they be
replied to by letter afterwards ?

as ©8. 8. aeda

(Qserras erib. 1o, LGHTLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I may answer the question raised

- by the hon. Member for Dompe on

the admission of Arts students to
the University on the results of the
G.C.E. (Advanced Level) Examina-
tion. With regard to admission to
the Science Faculty, I think the Hon.
Minister of Education is the best
person fo give a reply.

All those candidates who have the
basic qualifications for admission, in
the sense of having the requisite
combination of credits in the G.C.E.
(Ordinary Level) and have passed
in four subjects at the G.C.E.
(Advanced Level) will be admitted
to the University. Those who have
passed in three subjects and have an
aggregate of 180 marks and over are
also being admitted. To sit for the
University Entrance Examination
you got to have the requisite com-
bination of credits obtained at the
G.CE. (Ordinary Level) Examina-
tion.
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ofed, &, Dued BeTNdsnnm D,
(B et gy, Lwew LT rrpruss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The student whose case I mention-
ed has got four passes.

0S, 28, 8. dgdan

(Qaerras erib. 1. Liewri i)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The H 8. C.. and the G (= E.

(Advanced Level) are two different
examinations. :

ofed. @l D’ Astddmnam O,
(8. erdl. DT LWGH LIGTL T BTUSS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

No, we are talking about the same
examination.

: iving me that
e his lgtter will work

-

‘%Q;\} E‘@Q Y Scstdors ©can,

- Pagpper epuSseap)
~ (Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Regarding the question raised by
the hon. Member for Dompe about
clocks, the position as far as we
know is that both are manufacturers
of clocks.

ofed. ed. Raed AeTandsnum Scw.
(,Q@. GTLI. Y. L_wiew usaérf_.rra'ﬁru.%s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

One is an assembler and the other
a manufacturer.

e 0y Hwloty O,

(B@. Qepsrppeir subiren)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Both are manufacturers of parts.
As:_a matter of fact, Messrs. U. N.
Wijetunge & Co. are turning out
various parts of clocks and are also
doing chromium plating, and so on.

There is one snag. Messrs.
Wimaladharma Bros. have a mono-
poly of certain parts of clocks which
are sometimes in short supply and
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in some instances they do not fit into
the clocks manufactured by Messrs.
U. N. Wijetunge & Co. To put them
on an equal footing so that one may
not have an unfair advantage over
the other, an allocation of Rs. 30,000
was allowed to Messrs. U. N. Wije-
tunge & Co., to import that compon-
ent part which is not available for
that type of clock.

aé 0. 8, AT,

(Q&orsey erib. (o, Liswri_ir)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

&6 ©é VY H® Gy BT 2w
D8 GgAMBE HOBDee B EHE O
68 S wy) Wi, & s8sTRD

DE NSO

OO 8w wry cuecd g BB 2
5ea5®.
g e 80um CEY, wwmuddn B,
M@ SCEsLULE, aphpsbanereniulLg.
Question put, and agreed to.
e @eACs S0 ¢PMWMCD q.um,
728 ©, 1965 wiTx®a& 24 Ox»

Bm&e yw. 10 2 eoow =g
o e,

g geiuy e, . u. 7.28 wald@,
1965, Qeucibui 24, Qaerelé®oenwa
. u. 10 werllauenr ofPeoadss Cup
ng.

Adjourned accordingly at
7.28 pM. until 10 AmM. on
24th September 1965.
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