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asked the Minister of Agriculture
and Food : (a) Is he aware that the
contractor Mr. D. G. Alwis of Yati-
halagala in Halloluwa, supplied
rubble and rock metal to the Govern-
ment Farm at Kandakaduwa, Weli-
kanda, in Polonnaruwa, as from
September 1962 ? (b) Is he aware
that as a result of the officer who
dealt with this matter being inter-
dicted the contractor has not been
paid the sum of Rs. 2,540 so far ? (¢)
In view of the fact that the con-
tractor is undergoing immense
hardship due to the non-payment of
money due to him, will he take early
steps to pay him this money ?
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(Mr. P. C. Imbulana—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
and Food)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Will he state
whether there are any rules followed
or accepted by the Education Depart-
ment in promoting . Government
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school teachers to Grades I and II?
(b) If so, what are they ? (c) Wl_lat
is the intention of the Education
Department in publishing only a
Gazette notification calling for appli-
cations for promotion of teachers to
respective grades, without issuing a
circular letter to all the teachers for
their information ? (d) Is he aware
that as a result of this a large num-
ber of teachers have failed to send
in their applications for promotion
which has resulted in a loss of pro-
motion and caused injustice to
them ? (e) Is he aware that although
the Director of Education conveys
other information to teachers by
circulars he does not follow this
practice when calling for applications
for promotion and as a result a large
number of teachers has been unjustly
treated ? (f) If so, what action does
he propose to take to make up for
the loss caused to them ? (g) Will,
at least in future, applications for
promotion be called by -circulars ?
(h) Have all the eligible acting head
teachers been called for the inter-
view for promotion ?
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Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)
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(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary 1o
the Prime Minister and Minister of

Defence & External Affairs and Acting
Minister of Finance)
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Question.
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(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 6 ?
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(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I wish to have time to answer that
Question.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 7?
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I wish to have time to answer that
Question.

1965 e ed o @8 24

498
28m BEps

yof o 9 §HDE geduww @DEVO Bowd®
@Dé® GE

ell@enau wHI@ Hlevr g 516GF gLofullas 242wl
WL g,

Question ordered to stand dowmn.

Coa@: SmgduY oM sy 6t DO
265 @G HS®
@. Gum. &. enofsaer, sem L B@uTesT
@Quonpmid

TRANSFER OF DRIVERS, CONDUCTORS,
ETC.

CB.

8. ¥ gmewws Qw. (HAHED)
(Bl@. 9lerov &G & && r—anLIy 16! )
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera—Habaraduwa)

Smwn cefdh @OScon’ @ oF
s (g) 1965.3.22 DB E» &8O 65.8.31

+]

cT D B muCw G wFC & mS
Seedd@ 6tfdw G Coo® Bwmgdsy,
G5y 68 MEDEEY on gBWDT et DM
857 B ecemrn) Nd w6 Bede.? ()
Rasves 8 c@mg? (9) P
cmsy B ecemn) @0 Beed ecenw 8O
e me3® 100 200 on 150 DO g &
NDOCO &b WS D BedS? (3)
QY &G DS wdh afer’ PO
84D me®» ce &8N E e ? (52)
2957 w8 ©®s0TE0 &b WSBYeny
e ?

CsRuws CFoma I DEF F DT & CasL 1
@ : () 22. 3. 65 Qprssh 31. 8. 65
s &rells 1TFFsmD LIGNEF TN SoNed 15 g1
wr ppliul Qorer @evmenasts CLiré@er g
sooumui Caifps Lew &FTTBser, St d&
Li&er, @&r eoruiser arssar Cuir?
(23) QT & @ L 1L
(@) ojeuisEHeT ot & gt Gt (@m@f}?@ LIGw
srévasaflampg 100, 150 @WOSEHE@ Iy
LIT QUGTeT  B)L_1E1%(6hHS @)
ari 2 () oauisEns@ orBrras QFdiwl

QLirser ererer ?

or mpri” erer

vl apepUiurt eoL& &I T GRT LD & &
OsrewBsrer gouiaer rpplL L errr P
(e-) yauiser Wer® erlGuripa oyour
senmw QFrps eaisER&@ orpoi()

ST E


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

499

2B 88ns

[85' e qeamea’ 24 @z, |

asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services : (a) How many 'C. T. B.
drivers, conductors and other em-
ployees attached to the Galle and
Matara Depots have been transferred
out during the period 22365 to
31.8.65 ? (b) What are their namesg ?
(c) How many of them have been
transferred to stations that are over
100 to 150 miles away from these
two depots ? (d) Have they been
transferred out on  complaints
made against them ? (e) When wil]
they be transferred back to their
home towns ?
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(Mr. D. B. Welagedera—Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Nationalized
Services)
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SIYAMBALANDUWA
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(Mr. Ekanayake—on behalf of Mr. R.
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[OREET

asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Is he aware
that damages were caused to two
acres of cultivated land belonging
to Mr. B. Aloysius of Siyambalan-
duwa, as a result of constructing
the Amparai-Siyambalanduwa road
in 1957 ? (b) What is the assessed
value of the damages? (c¢) Is
he aware that the Claims Officer of
the Gal Oya Development Board, by
his letter No. P. O./25/A/57 dated
2.8.57, informed Mr. Aloysius that the
payment of compensation to him has
been approved by the Divisional
Revenue Officer, Wellassa ? (d) What
is the reason for the delay to pay him
compensation ? (e) Will he take
steps to pay him compensation ?

& & @i dwdam (98,

e B o FeCAC @B e2m»RQ)
(Qzeorrar Cen. T O ILIQUIT 56— TG0,

Ficirser (Herdlena gaidFEi FriLirs)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—on
behalf of the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power)

(a) Yes. (b) According to the
D. R. O. the damags was assessed at
Rs. 385. (e¢) The Claims Officer in-
formed Mr. Aloysius Fernando that

196D 3123 5 OE 24
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vl EEQd

the payment oi compensation was
recommended by the D. R. O. (d)
The claim for compensation was re-
jected in 1957. The reasons are (i)
che claim was considered belated ;
(ii) the D.R.O. did not include this
'n the original compensation claims
of persons affected in the area; (iil)
the Roads Engineer was unable to
certify. (e) Mr. Fernando re-opened
this case in July 1965. The matter
was fully investigated. Payment as
recommended by the D. R. O. was
made on the ground that there was
evidence of damage though the
claim was belated.
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(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
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(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 4.
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@G 90, 2. e (DE®B&G, dB
Sy & o B GLOB)

(GQserres erid. erd. @patbios—OsriAe,
Oprifler aresr, off et oyainsai)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Minister
of Labour, Employment and Housing)

On behalf of the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local
Government I have to request one
month’s time to answer the Question.

gd®e 0 o 9iSuw A8&C Bewo

@I GE.
dl@eal WHOWM@ Sovdge@s swilés 5w
St .

Question ordered to stand down.
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PADAVIYA COLONY : CYCLONE DAMAGE TO
SCHOOL BUILDINGS, ETC.

0. 30, 8. ¢ cmBwm 8828y .
(@Y cenB—ee@Benc 68 5050w
05— DD T—eEDMDI)

(8. erib. 9. 9 Qerdsr & e g er—
Lﬂgya;rrm'r@ezm_—,@@. LG SLime Cre
Briuss—igourd s srirurs)

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—

Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. Maithri-
pala Senanayeke—Medawachchiya)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) How many
school buildings, teachers quarters,
efc., were damaged in the Padaviya
Colony as a result of the cyclone of
December 22, 1964 ? (b) How many
of these have already been com-
pletely  replaced or repaired ?
() How long will it take to repair
the balance ?

o0& . @l LwudBam (9ad,
82w o 8¢@AC @O eD5x2)

(Qaorrar Cey. oyi. spuweni sar—sarenf,
Brlirser, Aereens ODNUDEFIT FTLITE)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—on

behalf of the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power)

(a) 10 school buildings, 5 teachers
quarters, 10 assistant teachers quart-
ers, 1 central dispensary, 5 O/L.D.O.
quarters, 2 branch dispensaries, 2
co-operative stores, 1 apothecary
quarters, 2 midwife’s quarters, and 2
sub-post offices.  (b) Except for 6
school buildings, the other buildings
have been completely repaired. (c)
Three school buildings can be
completed by December 1965 and the
balance by March 1966. Every effort
will be made to complete the work
before these dates. :

QeDDTes LrYearwsm enOdicics &
BOSY e eMmAINEE @ esd &e 2
& B3ea
nganed CsishRm@S 1 UTLFT2%wE SLI L s
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MEDAWACHCHIYA ELECTORATE : CYCLONE
DAMAGE TO SCHOOL BUILDINGS, ETC.
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) What are the
school buildings, etc., that were
damaged by the cyclone of December
22, 1964, in the Medawachchiya elec-
torate ? (b) What allocations of
funds have been made towards the
repair or replacement of same?
(¢) When will funds be released for
the balance ? (d) When does he ex-
pect the work to be completed ?
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G. P. S. STORE, MEDAWACHCHIYA
11. ¢ cwm&Bw BOVER®» .
(ce@BenE ewmusnnm Ow. €9520)
('@@ g QErdisr @ﬂﬁ?@u,ﬁégm—-—‘@@. DG
Siflure Ce@prués Friurs)

(Mzr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture
and Food : (e¢) Has a shortage been
detected at the G. P. S. Store at
Medawachchiya ? (b) If so, what is
the extent of the shortage ? (¢) Who
is responsible for this shortage ?
(d) What action has been taken
against the officer responsible for the
shortage ?

ORNCHZ Dean.

(8 5. @ibLievrer)

(Mr. Imbulana)

(a) Of the three G. P. S. Stores at
Medawachchiya one store was check-
ed and a shortage of 20% bushels was
reported ; another store is being
checked and verification of stock is
not completed. (b) 20% bushels. (c)
The assistant storekeeper is general-
ly responsible for shortages subject
to such factors as driage in store. (d)
The assistant storekeeper 'will’ "Bz

Bewldm OBYE @edE®

942
S8 E8xdt
called upon to make good the value
of the shortage and disciplinary
action taken if neglect or misconduect
is proved.
. @d. Qww’ 3 Nésman S
(6c@eas)
(85, Tt oy, L wow LIedTL T pIesa—

QsribCry)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)
Will the hon. Parliamentary

Secretary kindly inform this House
whether the checking of these stores
was done after giving notice to the
storekeepers of the intended check-
ing of the stores? I believe the
routine Government checking of the
Agrarian Services Department Stores
is done only after informing the
officers concerned; normally you
will find these officers in the local
resthouse drinking beer or other
kind of beverages with the store-
keeper whose work is being checked.
I would like to ask the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary whether in this
instance checking was done after
giving notice to the storekeepers ?

QR .

(8. @rbryorer)

(Mr. Imbulana)

According to the information that
I have, I am not aware as to whether
notice had been given to the store-
keepers before checking; but, all
that I know is that the Assistant
Commissioner of Agrarian Services,
Anuradhapura, was asked to check
the stores.
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MR. R. SHANMUGALINGAM OF SUGAR FACTORY,
KANTALATI
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QUFHLOGHT RUSOsTY —Fa/w NG Friurs)
(N[I‘. de
behalf of Mr.
Divulapitiya)
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GleEmitom

Zoysa Siriwardena—on
Lakshman Jayakody—
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spgorrll Befls Qerifperiveus CFips
Bm. oyi. Femapsliss5omss Bperowpp
aQrars @DPERFTLIG., LTl L1 gahludel]
wrs  pa@uny Col@ererri eraTLIe 5
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srovh Cuneuh oypi s STOFHTD s
st Qerers ereruemg ar gy parTr ?
(@) s50srhe Qua fullusde syaimemw
SEELOSET, cg{ggyuanﬁmse{fr wireney 2 &t B

STLIGT & Sl Crmal &0 @par Yo a&fs s
ugdl wrag? (7)) e 9 Glsm T

5@5:_6 ggmwa@m wirenel ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (e) Is he aware that
Mr. R. Shanmugalingam of the Sugar
Factory, Kantalai, was charged with
inefficiency by the Deputy General
Manager of The Sri Lanka Sugar
Corporation, Kantalai, who request-
ed his removal? (b) Is he aware
that his probationary period was
extended by six months for
inefficiency ? (¢) What are his quali-
fications and experience in Agricul-
tural Engineering and what posts did
he hold before he joined the corpor-
ation ? (d) What are his powers and
functions ?
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ad od @b PSeIdIm (p@®,
2H3&%8e o 9eEIC GOB edNP)
(Qsorrar Cgg. i gwaufi‘gm—a;n'mﬁ,
Biciurger, Harelers gjemind i FITLITE )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—on
behalf of the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power)

(¢) The Acting Deputy General

Manager made adverse reports
against Mr. R. Shanmugalingam,
Assistant  Agricultural  Engineer,

which were considered by the board.
The chairman and a director looked
into the matter and found that
Mr. Shanmugalingam could not be
held entirely responsible for the
alleged shortcomings. (b) Mr. Shan-
mugalingam’s probationary period
was extended for a further period of
six months, to enable the board to
reassess his work, in view of the
D.G.M’s report. (c) He is a B.5Sc.
(Agricultural Engineering). He was
(i) Executive in the Agricultural
Division, Brown and Company Ltd.
from January 1959 to December 1960.
(ii) Works Engineer at Messrs. Arnco
Agricultural Industries, Paranthan,
from June 1961 to Deccember 1961.
(iii) Works Manager at Messrs.
Sathiyawadi Stores and Motor
Transporters Ltd., Kurunegala, from
January 1962 till February 1964. (d)
As Assistant Agricultural Engineer
he is responsible for the operation,
maintenance and repairs of
agricultural machinery and transport.
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Presented by Mrs. Wimala Kannangara,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Health ; to be read a Second time UPON
Tuesday, 28th September 1965, and to be
printed.

@Y @eHiEed HIgY
FEOLI I GYauey

BUSINESS oF THE HoUsE

NS o, &8, £wd8Rm»
(Qoorras Co. gyi. spwai ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

. I move,

*That notwithstanding the provisions
f Standing Order No. 24, the Motion
appearing as item 20 on the Paper be
proceeded with this day.”

ga B BN wWmdm @2

@ a0sSurbLiy Quipmg.
Question proposed.

CCHW E 9PBRs Sc. (03¢8)
(5. Qaveusf) (HW Ul QT —LIIT 630 [ 1 6 )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

Mr. Speaker, this item 20, which is
a Supplementary Estimate, has been
tabled only today.

As a matter of procedure, and on
principle also, if indeed there is any
urgent business of this nature, it is
a very simple matter for the Govern-
ment to contact the Opposition, or the
Whip at least, and come to some
agreement. The Opposition has never
refused to give its co-operation when
any reasonable request has been
made. But in this case, that principle
has not been followed. I think, we
have to fight somewhat for the
principle that there should at least be
that formal consultation.

BDewidm OB SeTacH

216
B8 @ acew DO

NG 6. @l LwddRm

(Osarra; Gay. 2T UG Ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I agree entirely,

¢ GwRen 8828 @,

(8. - Qerdisr & i ger )
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

They are taking too much advan-
tage of the co-operation we have
extended.

ad 08, @8, Lwddnn
(Qserre; Gey. Y. QUG Ger )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We saw an example of it yesterday.
This is only a question of replacing
a certain sum of money from the
Contingencies Fund—

¢ R 8BS Oy,

(8. 9 Qeriisr & Pouit ser )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

No doubt, but the
involved is what we are
about.

principle
talking

G 08, @d. £5wdBRn

(Qsorre, Co. gy SQUIGUIT 6T )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We will all fight for the principle.

fes’, q:‘aB. Deses” DeF NS s & ¢5.
(8. ooy, QYT WIS LI LT s )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I suggest, Sir, that as a matter of
principle we drop this item from
today’s Order Paper and take it up
next week, since we are sitting next
week.

a& o, 8. HwdERH
(Qzorra; Cay. Y. ey o )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I do not know whether we can.

CCHCE 9POBQ® e,
(5. Qaowal @@t e )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

On'a “matter of principle.
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ad o8, ®md. EwddA®
(Qzerrey Cog. %n’". gguamf,;ﬁm)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We will present it today and take
it up for discussion next week.

goudw ocm CEWY, owldmm® 9dG gE=S
@l sn GE.
@ e Bujerr N@rooor aunueGILDLIILL .

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

V5 VepEed oK
FenLI ILOTGY
S1TTINGS OF THE HOUSE
0 2P cwidsnd uwnddm Ja:
Seraugn O8ra2ar &b mis6sreneriurL gl

Resolved :

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 2 p.m. on Tuesday,
28th September 1965.”—[ad & 3.
EwdEAW]

8gd® Ye: HE wwmdd HO®
M e 08@® weom HE
QEVEWO TWHBNWNO

E@pAriyn Qgrems : suriiy apuTiGéELD
N AGwnas g GIEGITSL LT Faué@ ofafiuih

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY: SUBSIDY TO
Mirzx BOARD FOR PROCESSING AND
Di1STRIBUTION OF MILK

&3, &, 10.20

oG 8. 8. AL,
goens G eB)

Gl | 1o,

(22880 &

(Qzarreu LiewrL_m—ofles s,

D GNTE)| OENLDFEFIT )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)

I move,

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Two million eight
hundred and seventy-nine thousand six
hundred and thirty-six (Rs. 2,879.636) be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of
Ceylon or any other fund or moneys of,
or at the disposal of, the Government of
Ceylon, or from the proceeds of any
loans obtained by the Government of
Ceylon, for the service of the financial
year beginning on 1st October 1964 civd
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ending on 30th September 1965, and that
the said sum may be expended as
specified in the Schedule hereto :—

Schedule
Head 123—Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Food.
Rs.

Vote No. 7—Economic Develop-
ment—Capital Expenditure .. 2,879,636”

Mr. Speaker, this Supplementary
Estimate is merely to recoup the
losses that had been sustained for a
number of years by the Milk Board.
The Milk Board, when it started,
during the first two years made
small profits. From then onwards
it has been having a series of losses
annually. The losses that the Milk
Board incurred up to a part of 1960
have been recouped by the presenta-
tion of a Supplementary Estimate
before this. That was for a sum of
Rs. 1,205,970. Now this Supplemen-
tary Estimate catches up a part of
the losses of 1960.

ofed. ¢l. Dwed DeTndrnnn .
(55, oris. oyi. Lwew L@TLTrprusgs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is capital expenditure.

a& 2. 8. AT,
(Q&arre erib. 1o. LewTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I think, it is for the overall
expenditure.

ofed’, @d. e AeTndsnem .
(‘é}?@. GTLI. . L_tiow LIGOT LT T [T LI &5 & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is not to replace losses but for
capital expenditure.

oG 28, 8. 3Ty,
(Qserra orih. 10, LewwL_m)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

This was running at a
Rs. 40,945—

loss.

ofed. 1.";}15. Resed DT NS N Oca,
(B@m. eris. opr. rwew LIGHT LT T J5IT L1555 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

This Supplementary Estimate ®is
fomdRen 2,879,636.
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&G
D BRGNS
(Furpruss oeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

The Hon. Minister may state his
case,

B ¢ ¢ 8w @wn. (dded®d)

(‘@@ ﬁ@) 19 :rp‘/oiﬁsi?a‘;v—u‘a;‘@,saim)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)
The facts are wrong.

aG DO, 8. A,
(Qsarre orib. 1o, LiGTL T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The facts are not wrong. My hon.
Friends can make their observations
subsequently.

. This amount catches up, as I said,
*a,loss in 1960 of Rs. 40,945 ; a loss in
‘1961 of Rs. 1,853,976 ; a loss in 1962
of Rs#1,505,759 ; less amount recoup-
ed Rs. 1 million. At that stage, the
Milk Board has been given a vote of
Rs. 1 million by the Government and
that has been deducted here. The
loss for 1963 was Rs. 1,478,956.
There, too, a sum of Rs. 1 million has
‘been deducted, being an amount
voted by Parliament. The total for
which this Supplementary Estimate
is being presented is Rs. 2,879,636.
Those are the losses that have been
sustained after the last Supplemen-
tary Estimate had been presented for
‘the losses earlier.

This loss has really been regarded
as a subsidy for the Milk Board’s
supply of milk, and steps are being
now taken to see whether some of
these losses could be evened out.
Yet I think they will have to go on
at a certain loss because the price at
which the milk is purchased is
between 26 and 35 cents a pint and
the selling price is between 45 and
50 cents, and unless some of the
items on which certain economies
could be effected are attended to, we
may not be able to reduce some of
this loss.

I find that over the past years,
although we had a certain capacity
f8r pasteurization and chilling of milk

Bewldm @Y%) ©eTVC®
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at various centres, our intake of milk
from those areas did not amount to
more than half that capacity. Even
if the milk was available, it was not
easy to buy up all the milk without
sufficient selling points. Efforts are
now being made to increase the num-
ber of selling points as well as to
encourage the production of milk in
some of the buying centres. :

One bottleneck, I find, had been.
the lack of bottles. I think the Milk
Board has placed a large order for
bottles.

BE ¢ ¢fBed e
(8. fov 9. gyveliew)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
Use empty arrack bottles.

o0& 8. 8. AT,
(Osorrey erib. 1o, LighrL_ir)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

That is an ingenious suggestion.
The matter has been looked into and
I think an order for one million
bottles has been placed. The bottles
are now being delivered.

Then there has also been a certain
amount of milk, due to separation,
being thrown away. I gave the
figures when I spoke at the Commit-
tee stage of the Budget; I think I
gave the figure of milk that had been
thrown away for the last three or
four months as 69,000 pints or so. I
am glad to say that today the quan-
tity of milk that is being thrown
away has been reduced to practically
nothing. Fat, of course, is being con-
verted into butter, and the fat-free
milk is being sterilized and made
into skimmed milk. I think there
are sales for it.

We are trying to see that the
losses are minimized and the activi-
ties organized from the time of
buying the milk at the milk centres
to the selling of it. The Milk Board
has appointed three officers, called, I
think, Development Officers, whose
job will be to go round and encourage
the keeping of cattle and the
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production of milk.—[Interruption].
There are many collecting centres,

but the milk supply does not
come up to even half the
capacity of our plant at most
places. Our plant strength can

hold 90,000 pints of milk a day. Col-
ombo alone has a holding capacity of
50,000 pints, I think. But the total
milk that is being handled and sold
now comes to almost 48,000 pints a
day. A few months ago it was 43,000
pints, and now it is close upon 48,000
" pints, I think. The tfarget that is
being aimed at is 60,000 pints of milk
a day, and if we can find sales for
that quantity of milk, the losses
would to- a great extent be
minimized.

You would observe that up to the
end of the current financial year, the
Government has been  voting
annually, as I said earlier, a million
rupees per year. For the coming
financial year, the Budget for which
we have just approved, there is an
. amount of Rs. 1,500,000 that has been
voted for the development of the
activities of the Milk Board. That
is the position with regard to the
Milk Board.

Then, there is another matter
regarding which, I think, I should
place certain facts before the House
it is about the purchase of Vita-
milk—because I find that there are
letters in the hands of hon. Members
with regard to this question of Vita-
milk. I must first of all make this
distinction : Vitaspray is quite
different from Vitamilk. Vitamilk is
~a brand of infant milk that is being
obtained from New Zealand. We are
spending about Rs. 300,000 a year on
Vitamilk. We import this infant milk
and it is being sold here. This has
been going on for quite some time, I
think, for about four or five years.
The Milk Board purchases, I think,
Vitamilk from the Milk Marketing
Board of New Zealand, and it has
-normally been purchased at a nego-
tiated price. Since there has been a
tendency for this type of milk to have
an upward price trend in the world
market, in February this year the
Milk Board decided to call for world-
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wide tenders for this milk, and in
pursuance of that decision tenders
were invited somewhere in April or
so. Two offers had been made: one
by a Danish firm through their prin-
cipals in Ceylon, and the other by
the New Zealand Milk Purchasing
Board which had been supplying
Vitamilk in the past. The offer made
by the Danish firm was lower than
that of the New Zealand Milk Pur-
chasing Board. At some point of time
soon after, the Milk Board had en-
tered into negotiations with the New
Zealand Milk Purchasing Board
through their representative, as a
result of which the Milk Board was
able to fix a price lower than the
Danish price and much lower than
the tendered price of the New Zea-
land Milk Purchasing Board. That
was the situation up to the 21st of
this month. After the negotiations
they have entered into some sort of
general agreement.

On the 21st of this month, there
was another offer made. I think I
tabled the offer and hon. Members
would have in their dockets the
documents I distributed. I got the
Milk Board to work out the cost, and
the comparison of the original ten-
dered price of the Danish firm with
the negotiated price of the Milk Pur-
chasing Board of New Zealand was
as follows: New Zealand price was
less by 10d. on the 1 lb. tin, less by
Id. on the 2% 1lb. tin, and there was
no difference on the 5 lb. tin.

On the 21st of this month, again
the Danish firm, through their prin-
cipals here, presented an offer to me,
copies of which have been given to
Members. If you do not take that
too into consideration, up to now,
between the original Danish offer
and the negotiated price of the New
Zealand people, the New Zealand
price is less, except in the case of the
5 1b. tin where the prices are the
same.

After the 2l1st the Danish firm
kept on making offers while the
negotiations with the New Zealand
people were practically complete and
some understanding had been arrived
at. Anyway, 1 wish to give the
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House the figures quoted in the
second Danish offer, which is 14d. less
on a 1 lb. tin ; 2s. 3d. less on a 2} 1b.
tin ; and 1s. 6d. less on a 5 1b. tin.
That is the position if you take into
consideration the last offer that has
been made. That was in a commu-
nication to me. That is the position
of the Vitamilk transaction. I want
hon. Members to understand the
position because I do not want to
keep any information back.

At some point of time in February
a decision was made to call for ten-
ders. Tenders were called. Now the
Milk Board having considered the
tenders kept the tenders by for
certain reasons.

Not only was the New Zealand
Milk Marketing Board supplying
this baby milk powder but they and
the New Zealand Government have
given considerable help in the setting
up of the Milk Board project here.
I think equipment worth Rs. 2%
million was gifted to the Govern-
ment of Ceylon to set up the Milk
Board. There was a gift of 500 head
of cattle which arrived about three
months back from New Zealand.

There are many other projects in
respect of which assistance has come
from New Zealand. I think, the Maha
Iluppallama project is a New Zea-
land assisted project. In regard to
the condensed milk factory at

Tamankaduwa the Government and

the Marketing Board of New Zealand
will give assistance amounting to
Rs. 1.2 million. So that the Milk
Board had those matters also in mind.

The Board was able to negotiate
and bring down the price much lower
than the Danish offer, and I think
that although a firm contract has not
been entered into, the discussions are
complete and an understanding has
been arrived at.

With regard to shipping, if you
read those letters that have been
delivered to me and to hon. Mem-
bers, a point has been made on
freight charges. The freight charges

Bewidm @578 ®eFVCE®
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up to Trincomalee are much less than
to Colombo, but if you take into con-
sideration overland transport from
Trincomalee to Colombo you will
find there is a loss of 13 to 2 cents
per pound on the New Zealand offer.
It would cost that much more
because of rail transport.

The New Zealand Milk Board has
agreed to ship the milk powder, if
necessary, to Colombo Port. That
means that the surcharge amounts
between goods coming from Denmark
and goods coming from New Zealand
would even out the prices. That is
the position with regard to freight
charges.

I have told hon. Members the final
position. The last Danish offer was
made on the 21st of this month. Of
course, tenders closed some time ago
and negotiations had been finalized
and, I think, it is too late to consider
this. Nevertheless, I placed these
facts before the House in order that
hon. Members may be better able to
appreciate the positicn.

I do not want to take any more
time of the House. We are attemp-
ting to minimize the lossez of the
Milk Board. We are attempting to
buy more milk, to encourage the
keeping of cows, the supply of milk
to the various buying centres and to
find out more sale-points and reduce
to a2 minimum the wastage of milk.
In these efforts the Milk Board has
made certain progress, and I do hope
that by their activities we will be"
able to increase the intake of milk
to about 60,000 pints a day at which
we are aiming to begin with.
Thereby, losses would be minimized,
milk would be available to a larger
number of people at very moderate
prices and it would also encourage
animal husbandry and the production
of milk.

I have pleasure in presenting this
Supplementary Estimate to the
House.

¥ e wwmB8d @ém e

@y 6T@4 HwibLrs Qubmal.

Question proposed.
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(B oris. Q. LW LIGRTL_T T T HI&S )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Food has told us a number of
things pertaining to the administra-
tion and the operations of the Milk
Board. I too should like to take this
opportunity to make some comments
on this subject. Before that may I
say how sorry I am to note that when
Supplementary Estimates are pre-
sented to this House they are
presented in a form which perhaps
gives us a wrong impression about
the purpose for which we are voting
money.

When I looked through this
Supplementary Estimate—I did not
see the actual document circulated
among hon. Members—I got the im-
pression that this House was being
invited to vote a sum of Rs. 2,879,636
for purposes of economic develop-
ment. You will notice that the
Schedule reads :

“ Head 123—Ministry of Agriculture

and Food.

Vote No. 7 Economic Development—

Capital Expenditure %
Economic development and capital
expenditure are words we all know.
We get the impression that this
money is going to be spent on some
sort of equipment which is not
perishable, something which consti-
tutes the fixed capital of the Milk
‘Board or some other unit of the
Agricultural Department and, to that
extent, the country was led to
believe—and so was I—that what is
being asked is for capital expenditure.

From the explanation given by the
Hon. Minister we gather that this
money is not being wanted for
purposes of capital expenditure in
that sense. His explanation—

DS BRNEDD S
(FLUITFrusT 9ol H6T )
(Mr. Speaker)

I might mention to the
hon. Member for Dompe that when
these Supplementary Estimates are
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submitted to this House they are sent
to all hon. Members by post. The
explanation  too IS sent to
hon. Members.

ofed. @l dww AL MoTHED .
(B erir. Y. e LIGHTL_IT T 5T & &)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is true. I am not for a moment
complaining about that. I do not
think that you have understood the
point that I am making.

DS BN DN

(FLITBrLISE Qe &6 )

(Mr. Speaker)

If hon. Members are not getting
these Supplementary Estimates and
the explanations I want to see that it
is done. It is very necessary that all
hon. Members receive them.

afed, @l Qe W NoZNWD D,
(Sw. erl1. QY. LGy LIS TISTLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not trying to tell you that the
documents were not circulated. I am
not disputing that. I am not
suggesting that the documents were
not sent. I am talking of the
undesirability of describing as
capital expenditure money which is
not directed towards capital expendi-
ture. My complaint is that we are
being misled by this Supplementary
Estimate in the form in which it is
being presented to us because we
are being told here that the whole
object of this Vote is to meet
capital expenditure. I do not know
how many hon. Members of this
House are concerned with reading
through the large number of docu-
ments which are sent to us every
day. It may be that we should do so.
Some of us do try to keep abreast of
things. I do not think that every
hon., Member reads all these
documents. Frankly, I read the ones
I am interested in. I presume that
every one of us in this House tries
to learn something about a particular
subject, tries to keep himself abreast
in one rather limited field. In this
way we try to keep ourselves abreast
of what is going on.
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Tne actual purpose for which this
money is asked for in this Supple-
mentary Estimate is to make good
losses of previous years and to cover
by a Vote in this House losses which
have occurred not in one, but, as far
as I could understand, in two or three
years. As a matter of accounting
may I tell you what it was I did?
Originally, in 1961, when I was
Minister of Finance [ toc raised this
question. Those days the board
operated on the onalogy of an
Advance Account, that is to say, the
money realized by way of milk sales
came in on one side and the money
expended in milk collection and
other things went in on the other
side. If there was a diiference in the
Advance Account this difference was
voted by Parliament. The difference
was voted for in the form of a sum
of money which, as the Hon. Minister
says, was in the nature of a subsidy.
Subsequently, rather than brlng it
up as a Vote to cover prospective
losses of the Milk Board, we our-
selves rationalized the situation and
made it a subsidy on milk. The
Hon. Minister in his explanation
stated quite openly that that is the
position now. This indeed is a
subsidy on milk. Unfortunately,
what he is saying is that the subsidy
provided in the previons years is not
enough and he is therefore asking for
the difference or the actual subsidy
incurred and thereby to regularize
the books of account of the Milk
Board.

My only objection to this is the
procedure of describing that subsidy
as capital expenditure. Anybody
trying to find out the investment that
the Government of Cevlon has made
on the Milk Board over the years may
very well take these accounts and
say, “ Add them up and see! Look
at the amount of investment you
have made on the Milk Board! ” My
objection is fundamentally this. If
you wish to make a subsidy, make it
a subsidy. Do you describe the
subsidy on food in your Budoet
estimates as being economic develop-
ment? Or, do you say that Rs. 400
million which you are giving every
year in the form of a rice subsidy is
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economic development ? When you
give a subsidy on milk foods, on
liquid milk, why do you want to
describe it as economic development
when in fact it is not.

I see the Chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee is here. I have
no doubt that he is interested in
regard to the forms and procedures
of accounting. I know that he
personally also has a great deal of
knowledge about the affairs of the
Milk Board and has taken a great
interest in regard to the trade union
activities of the board in particular.
I should, therefore, like to say, why
are we trying to mislead the House
by giving the impressicn that by this
Supplementary Estimate more than
Rs. 2 million capital expenditure has
been incurred on economic
development?

The Hon. Minister very honestly
stated that this amount was a
subsidy. He is right. May I go one
step further and ask him, to whom
is this subsidy being extended? We
know all about subsidy. The
guaranteed price scheme is a subsidy
of a sort for the benefit of the paddy
producers, the farmers. We know
the rice subsidy is a subsidy avail-
able to consumers, to every single
person excluding infants below the
age of one year who do not have
ration books. They are all entitled to
the benefit of a subsidy and are
sharing it. So, when Rs. 4400 million
is voted by Parliament we know
that this money is for the
benefit of farmers, particularly
farmers in the heavy producing areas
in the Southern, North-Central and
Eastern Provinces. We know it
is for the benefit of the rice ration
book holders.

I want to ask the Hon. Minister,
when you are talking of a subsidy of
Rs. 21 million for milk foods for
whose benefit is this? And may I
give you the answer? I do not know
whether the Hon. Minister has
considered it like this. It is for the
benefit of 40,000 milk consumers in
the City of Colombo. We are voting

Rs. 2% million not as a general
subsidy for everybody; it does not
benefit, if I may say so, the
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farmers who have a couple of head of
cattle, a few cows, wnom they are
milking and trying to supply milk to
the Milk Board. Make no mistake,
they are not benefiting by this
subsidy! You are running this
subsidy exclusively for the benefit of
a number of persons, between 40 and
45 thousand, in the City of Colombo
who are receiving this milk at a
subsidized price between 40 to 45
cents or 45 to 50 cents a pint as the
Hon. Minister stated. Just consider
the figures. They themselves said
that they are paying the producers
20 or 25 cents for a pint of liquid
milk at the collecting points. I think
the 5 cents difference depends upon
the distance from which the milk has
to be transported. If it is delivered
at the door-step of the Milk Board,
I think, they pay 25 cents, but if it
is at the collecting point the price
paid is lower.

May I ask you as a person coming
from an area on the west coast where
you do have dairy farms, substantial
coconut land, how is it physically
possible to produce a pint of milk at
20 to 25 cents, having regard to the
cost of cattle feed and the expendi-
tures involved of havirg high quality
cattle capable of producing high
vields ? It is physically impossible.
Of course, there are cattle which can
always produce a pint of milk or two
for a day. the village cattle, where
no one is concerned with the strains
or quality of the animals. That is
true; but in actual practice the
benefit of this subsidy of Rs. 2%
million is not going to them. I can
well understand if the Hon. Minister
tells us, “I have inherited the Milk
Board which was badly adminis-
tered, and I am now {rying to
improve it.” But beyond telling us
that he has placed an order for
bottles, thereby reducing the bottle-
necl, I do not think the Hon. Minister
has done very much in the form of
imorovements. He is continuing the
subsidy for the benefit of a very
small section of this country, and he
does not even tell us who the people
are, and for what purpose.

My complaint is that even the
Poleahawela electorate, as the hon.
Member for Baddegama’9(Wir. YNexnd
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de Alwis) points out, is not con-
sidered. I shall demonstrate that
later. Of the figure of forty-five or
fifty cents which is the cost, you wiil
find approximately eleven cents re-
presents the cost of transport. Where
is this milk coming from, the milk
that is being supplied to our 40,000
to 50,000 regular consumers in
Colombo? It is being transported
from Welikanda in the Polonnaruwa
District, it is being transported from
Polgahawela, the Hon. Minister’s
constituency, it is being transported
from dim and distant places, 1t is
being transported froma Ambewela
Farm, it is being transported from
Kundasale, and a numer of other
places besides. The transport is done
by bowsers and very heavy vehicles,
and all this is costing money. And
what are you transporting ? Nine-
tenths of what you are transporting,
or more, consist of plain water.

NG X, . SR
(Qaerra Gsy. QYT IR H6rT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I started it.

ofed. gd. Rwed BTN IsHwed e
(S5 6rLl. QYi. L WeW LRl ropriss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, the Hon. Minister of State
started the Milk Board in 1955.

0é; &, ol LwdR®
(Ozerrey Cog. 2yi. @ouwieismer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
You spoiled it.

afes. @d., Daed VTN dnGn @,

(55, eTlh. Y. L wew e T priGs)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

May I say this: As far as the Milk
Board is concerned the purest of
pure milk consists of 80 to 90 per
cent. of water, in case the Hon.
Minister does not know.

a& 20, 8. e
(Qaorsras erib. 1o, Liehwi_f)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I'kitew. You are thinking of—
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AT, @d. Du’ AWl rnwm O,

(Bm. orii. oy, 1_wew LISRTL_T T [5IT U1 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am talking of the transport of
milk, the purest of pure milk. I am
not charging the Hon. Minister that
he has adulterated his milk. I have
never done that. I am talking of the
local milk that he is transporting ;
I am pointing out that the purest of
pure milk he is transporting consists
of 80 to 90 per cent. of water and
nothing else.

NG S8uomE @

(Osorras FluGsTree)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Why did you not advise your
Government then ?

of. @l Qe DENdwnwm S
(8. ot sy, L.wew LIGOTL T T BTG )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Hon. Minister of State goes
and imports machinery, obtains
machinery, and installs them as
Colombo Plan Aid to prove the
success of the Colombo Plan. He was
the Minister in charge of the Milk
Board long ago, in 1954 or 1955,
Installations were set up, procedures
were established—

aG 8. 8. Az

(Qsersay ertb. to. Lighrim)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

You were also in charge of it.

. @d, Qe FNdmnem Do,
(8. erdi. oy, Lwew LIGRT LT T 5T U5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I was in charge of it for two years.

o L. 8. AT,
(Qzerme erib. 1o, LiGaTi_m )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Then T never heard you utter such
things.

ofs, @l Awed WS sNesm Do,

(B@. eril. oyi. _wow LIGRT LTI 5T 155 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I have said all these things before ;
I shall show it to you in HANSARD in
case you have not read it. T will tell
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you in a moment the method of
rectifying it, how it can be done, and
I will also tell you what is exactly
required. I will tell you all about it.

o & @l FwdBam
(Qsorray Cay. gy @lieun Hor )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Tell us afterwards.

ofS., @8 Vel AHRdSnem Sc.
(Bs. ot Y. _wew LIGRTL_IT T [5iUI&S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Not afterwards, I will tell you now.
If not for you there would not have
been these problems. We would not
have these problems but for the Hon.
Minister of State.

DN BNGEWDHS)
(FUTBTWST SyaiTser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Please do not interrupt.

S, @8 Vwed AFTNSmwm e,

(8. erlt. i Lwew LSTLTIETLES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You can go on interrupting and we
will talk about the Milk Board till
4 p.m.

DSBNW@IDD

(FuTprUsF Sairser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I have to ask hon. Members not to
interrupt the speaker. I hope Hon.
Ministers too will not interrupt.
Surely, hon. Members know that
when an hon. Member is speaking he
must be allowed to speak without
being interrupted. When the Hon.
Minister was speaking he was not
interrupting ; when the hon. Member
for Dompe interrupted the Minister
I asked him not to interrupt, and he
did not interrupt the Minister. I do
want to tell hon. Members that in-
terruptions lead to more trouble. It
is against the Standing Orders to in-
terrupt an hon. Member when he is
speaking ; it is against the Standing
Orders even for a Minister to inter-
rupt. I do not want these interrup-
tions, Let the hon. Member state his
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case. The Ministers are very capable
Ministers. What has to be said can be
said by the Minister in charge in his

reply.

afS. 8. Ve DG NOBND Ded.

(8@. sl gyi. L LIGRTL_T T 5T U1& % )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Sir, as far as the cost of milk is
concerned, the selling price of milk
to 40,000 to 50,000 consumers is con-
cerned, you will find that approxi-
mately ten cents is the cost of trans-
port. The transport consists of
transporting liquid milk over long
distances. It is no reflection on the
Hon. Minister because the purest of
pure milk consists of 80 or 90 per
cent. water, not because he has ad-
ded any water artificially. Water is
there in the milk, and when you stop
to examine it, transporting water is
not perhaps the best method for
which money has to be spent.

Why has it become necessary to
transport milk over these long dis-
tances ? It is merely because supplies
are not available in the immediate
environs of the city. One would have
thought that if you wished to supply
the City of Colombo with its 40,000
consumers, the most logical place to
have drawn your supplies from
would be the immediate environs of
the city. Maybe, about 20 years ago,
you did not even have to get to the
environs of the city because you were
permitted to have dairies in the city.
The municipal council then permit-
ted them and you found a number
of persons, mostly nadars, who have
now moved into big business, were
then kiri karayas. They had actually
a few cows within city limits and
spent their time supplying milk to
various households within the city.

That was done away with by the
municipal council and one does not
blame it if it chose to keep Colombo
a clean city. The cattle have now
moved out but you do not really find ia
large number of dairy projects in the
immediate environs of Colombo. The
most commonsense place to site a
dairy farm—if the
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wants to run farms for purposes of
milk production—would be in the

immediate environs of the city.
Unfortunately, that has not been
done.

Theoretical experts on animal hus-
pbandry have gone and established
animal husbandry farms at Bopata-
lawa, Ambewela—excellent places,
with a fine climate, and so on. If you
stop to examine the economics of this
project, you will find that these lands
are producing a very, very poor re-
turn indeed. I think, the Hon. Minis-
ter recently put up a Cabinet Paper
suggesting the duplication of the
Tamankaduwa project ; I referred to
it once before.

On the Tamankaduwa project, I
think the last time we argued about
how many were bulls and how
many were cows. I have since check-
ed up and find that I am right, that
approximately 50 per cent. were
cows. You will find that your pro-
duction of milk from these animals is
approximately 1 to 12 pints per
animal per day. The Tamankaduwa
project is supposed to be the show-
piece of the nation, a project which
the Hon. C. P. de Silva was very
proud of during the long period he
was in charge of the Agricultural
Department and the Milk Board.

At Ambewela you will find that the
number of acres of land set apart per
animal is fantastic. I think, the rate

-is 10 acres of grazing ground per

animal ; It is one to one. This happens
in a country where land is difficult
to obtain and where valuable land
is required for cultivation purposes.
You can work out the economics of
it when you realize how much of
money a vegetable farmer makes on
a half or quarter acre block in the
Nuwara. Eliya Distriect. TIs it
economic development just to supply
the requirements of 40,000 consum-
ers (_)f milk in the City of Colomho ?
I think, your Milk Board accounting
system is so short-sighted that there
1s no Chartered Accountanf, so much
so that its customers have not been
paying their bills for the last severs]
Y€ars.iolheir names are even not


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

930

sSgdm Qed

[OfE. @8 Bwd aeTRSnwm . |

known. I think, something has to be
done and the Hon. Minister cannot
be satisfled with merely clearing
bottlenecks by purchasing bottles.
He has to accept the fact that a com-
plete transformation of the source of
his supply must be done.

The Hon. Minister of Education
asked me a moment ago what we
proposed doing about this. It was
realized that this procedure involved
a most wasteful and impossible pro-
cess. You cannot keep on transporting
your milk in this way. For that
purpose we decided that, having
regard to the fact that we had con-
centrated our milk production in the
wrong places—Welikanda, Ambe-
wela, and Bopatalawa—the logical
thing to do was to try and establish
a processing centre at those points,
so that what you would be trans-
porting would be the finished product.
We also proposed to establish a spray
drying plant. You will find all this
in our Throne Speeches, You will find
that action was taken towards making
inquiries to purchase these items. We
proposed to establish a condensory at
Polonnaruwa. There was a contro-
versy. Certainly, those steps were
taken from 1963 onwards. I was the
Minister in charge and I am not
ashamed to state it. In your Throne
Speech you have copied what we had
in our Throne Speeches about the
condensory, the spray drying plant,
and so on.

The correct approach -certainly
must be that, if you can produce milk
in sufficient quantities, that milk must
be processed; and what must be
transported must be the milk that
does not involve you in a fantastic
waste transporting from one place to
another.,

At the time I assumed office, there
was no method of checking what
quantity was put into the bowsers.
Supposing the man in charge—with-
out the knowledge of the Minister,
of course—put in a quantity of wafer,
there was no method to check it. It
was in 1963 that we introduced a
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special kind of metre to measure the
quantity when the milk was put into
the bowser and taken out. These are
things which were not considered at
the time the Hon. Minister of State
started the project.

A sum of Rs. 2.5 million is being
voted by Parliament. What is it for ?
It is for the benefit of 40,000 con-
sumers. Even in respect of this
amount, let us divide it and see what
it is per consumer. You will find
that you are subsidizing to an enor-
mous extent—to the extent of perhaps
Rs. 50 to Rs. 60 per person in the
City of Colombo. Why should these
few persons get this benefit when
really the whole country deserves to
get it ? Why are we discriminating in
the choice of our subidies ? Is it
merely because the Milk Board was
started by the Hon. Minister of State,
merely because Colombo Plan aid
was obtained about 15 or 20 years
ago ?

The machinery is now running
down and getting us into difficulties.
No replacements have been provided
for. I hope that somebody will think
of bringing the Milk Board up to date
by utilizing part of the Rs. 50 million
to be obtained on bilateral negotia-
tions. Whenever there is a break-
down in the machinery, what happens
is that the milk has to be separated
and thrown away. Separation is a
simple process of extracting all the
fat from the milk. Milk contains
about 3.5 per cent fat and that 2.5
per cent fat is extracted. That means,
in practical terms, that from 80 pints
of milk you get about 3% pounds of
butter. The 80 pints of liquid waste
which contains solid non-fats, that is,
the separated milk, have got to be
thrown away.

The Hon. Minister says—I do not
think he knew what he was saying—
that it is not being thrown away but
is being sterilized. I ask the Hon.
Minister to tell us how much it costs
to sterilize a pint of milk, and how
much it costs to sterilize a pint of
liquid. Having sterilized it, what can
you sell it as ? May I tell him that it


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

537
©éydm ek

Is a waste product, which is normally
used for feeding pigs. It is animal
food. The separated milk is not
capable of being used for any
purpose. It is only good as an animal
food. And is he telling us that he is
going to sterilize animal food ? I do
not think the Hon. Minister realized
the significance of what he was
saying. Once you separate the milk,
that separated milk is only good as
pigs’ food. 1 do not think the Hon.
Minister meant to say that. The
truth of the matter is, separated
milk is always thrown away.

But there is one thing that you can
do with it if you want to preserve it,
and, I think, it is done in some of the
more advanced agricultural countries.
They roller dry or spray dry the
separated milk and convert it into
powder. As I said, you can roller dry
or spray dry. Roller drying is not a
very good process. Spray drying is
a much better process. In point of
fact, CARE milk that our children
drink at school is separated milk that
has been dried in this way. This
milk, which is being given to us for
which we should be appropriately
grateful to the United States of
America, consists of just this sepa-
rated milk product.—[Interruption].
It has got very high protein wvalue,
but it is extremely wunpalatable
because of the solid non-fat content
in this separated milk.

To come back to the subject, We
cannot afford spray driers to spray
dry pig food. If we want to spray
dry the milk, we should spray dry
our best quality milk—we cannot do
anything about it. If we roller dry,
there is the possibility, as I said, of
using it as pig food. But for the
Hon. Minister to say he is sending the
separated milk through a sterilizer
is, I think, the joke of the century. It
shows that the Hon. Minister is not
even acquainted with what he is
talking about.

I do not blame him. Milk is a diffi-
cult subject. It takes a little time to
get accustomed to what it is all about.
But the theory of passing it -through
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a sterilizer, even the expensive steri-
lizing machine imported by the
Hon. Minister of State, is out of the
question.

I do not believe that milk is not
being thrown away. If the Hon. Minis-
ter tells us today that no milk is
being thrown away, no liquid is
going down the drain, all I can tell
him is, please show us what you are
doing with the 69,000 pints of
separated milk which you are now
bottling in your new bottles, and
please tell us to whom you are going
to sell it and for what purpose.
If this is what the Mon. Minister is
doing, I can tell him he will come
here again for an even bigger Supple-
mentary Estimate next year. He will
then have to tell us that he wants to
subsidize the storage of separated
milk. That will be his problem. He
might not be able to find a solution
to it.

As far as the actual milk products
are concerned the Hon. Minister tells
us that we are losing money year by
year. I think he said that in the last
year of the Coalition Government,
the Vote that we passed as a subsidy
on the milk foods was of the order of
one million rupees. This year in the
Budget of the Finance Minister, there
is a voted subsidy of one and a half
million rupees. In other words, he
proposes to increase the subsidy by
half a million rupees more, and he
has already obtained sanction for
that from Parliament.

Why ? If our losses could have been
one million rupees and if they can
now provide for a loss of one and a
half million rupees, then by what
stretch of imagination are they
telling us that they are going to
reduce the losses ? The Hon. Minis-
ter’s own conduct, far from reducing
the losses, has only increased the
losses. He is asking Parliament for
more money than ever before. It
certainly does not show any self-
confidence on his vart that, even with
his increased bottles and even with
his attempts to reduplicate Taman-
kaduswa, he is going to reduce the
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subsidy. Far from reducing it, he is
increasing it, and, I think, we are
entitled to an explanation for it.

1 shall come to Vitamilk and Vita-
spray later. He talked about the
tendered figures. But I first wish to
refer to something 1 vread 1in
the papers recently. I read that
the Milk Board was intending
to manufacture 1,500 pounds of
butter a day. I think, when
the hon. Member for Akuressa (Dr.
S. A. Wickremasinghe) raised
it at the Committee stage of the
Budget Debate, the Hon. Minister
denied the truth of the press report.
The Hon. Minister said that there was
no intention to manufacture 1,500
pounds of butter a day. As the hon.
Member for Akuressa pointed out
then, firstly, there will not be suffi-
cient milk for the Milk Board to
produce that quantity of butter.

aé 8. 8. e
(Q@erToy 6rib, 1o, LIGHTL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The point is that you set up an
argument and then destroy it.

Ofe. @d. [wd BFandsn .
((@Q?j Gr, %b’%' LG LIGHRT LTI BTl %)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The second reason is the cost.—
[Interruption]. You have been doing
the same thing. As far as butter is
concerned, it would have cost Rs. 6
a pound. Therefore, I am glad that
the Minister says that he is not
proposing to engage in such a venture
and increase our losses further.

There is going to be an attempt to
manufacture cheese at Mahaberiya-
tenna—not by the Milk Board, thank
God ! I do not know whether the Hon.
Minister is aware of the economics
of cheese any more than he is aware
of the economics of butter. He may
say : It is not my problem ; leave it
to the Mahaberiyatenna people. But,
at the same time, one has to
remember the fact that milk is a
national asset, whether in the hands
of the private sector or in the hands
of the public sector. I do not think
you can say that the uses_tfo. which
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you choose to put milk is your busi-
ness. Milk is an essential item in the
nutrition of the people. The health
of the nation is going to depend on
milk. Therefore, in the circumstances,
before you decide to issue authori-
zations and start arguments about
saving foreign exchange, I do ask the
Hon. Minister : Do not regard this
as a matter of commerce or industry
and leave it alone. It is a matter
which concerns you very intimately
and, therefore, please go further into
it.

The Hon. Minister says: Do not
raise an argument and then destroy
it. And so, I shall leave it to him to
find out for himself, and, if and when
he does find out, I would advise him
not to ask only the officials but to
pay careful attention to it himself.
And, if he does want any help or
assistance from wus, I will not be
raising arguments and knocking them
out ; I propose to tell him all about
it.

Now I come to Vitamilk. The Hon.
Minister talked about it and gave us
a long explanation why he does not
propose to buy this milk at the lowest
price. His whole argument was
directed towards telling wus that
although he recived a magnificent
offer two days ago, he does not
propose to take it. He told us, in
regard to Vitamilk, that after long
and protracted negotiations with a
certain firm, this offer from another
firm came two days ago. He received
this set of prices which are
remarkably low and very attractive,
but he gave us a very good reason
as to why he cannot accept this
offer.

aé 9. B, Dew
(OFermreay 6rib. 1o, LIGHTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Negotiations are over. If people
keep on offering, there will be no end
t0 1t

ofd. @b, Qo dHNdsneD S,
(B, erit. Qpi. Lew LT TTHILES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Hon. Minister has given us

very good reasons as to why he
cannot. buy Vitamilk at the lowest
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price! Before I proceed further, I
should like to ask the Minister
just exactly what Vitamilk is.
Is it correct that we are con-
tinuing the policy of purchas-
ing Vitamilk, which is a three-fourth
cream, spray-dried, powdered milk,
originally manufactured—again, in
the days of the Hon. Minister of State
when he started importing it—on a
special prescription worked out by
child specialists like Dr. C. C. de Silva
and others, on a special formula to
suit the digestive conditions of Ceylon
children. The argument was that
Ceylon children suffer from mal-
nutrition, that they are under-fed
and that when they are given milk
which is too rich, they tend to suffer
from indigestion. Therefore, it was
necessary, they said, that the Ceylon
child who suffers from permanent
malnutrition should be carefully
handled, should be carefully dealt
with, and a special variety of three-
fourth cream milk should be imported
into this country for the purpose of
ensuring that village children would
not suffer from dysentery and
organic disorders of the stomach. A
special formula—richly vitaminized,
as it was described—was sent down to
New Zealand and was manufactured
by the kindness and courtesy of the
Colombo Plan, to start with. No
doubt, New Zealand has got a surplus
of milk products, and we purchased
Vitamilk from them for many years.
When I became the Minister in
charge of the Milk Board—I am not
blaming my Friends in the United
National Party ; the villain was the
Hon. C. P. de Silva who was my
immediate predecessor—he had accu-
mulated unsold Vitamilk of the
order of—

a& 2D8. 8. AT
(Qsorras erib. 1o. LigbrLr)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Who ordered Vitamilk ?

ofe. @8 Rdwed AFMbrnwm D

(8. eris. gyi. wew LIGRT LT T [51T L1555 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

No doubt, the Chairman and the
Minister responsible. The Chairman
has emigrated to Australia. As soon
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as I assumed office, McHeyzer
emigrated. The Vitamilk was packed
in a form which was mnot very
attractive and with the stocks we had
it was not possible to discontinue it.
We could not afford to stop selling
Vitamilk. The procedure had to be
continued at least till we exhausted
what we had to cut the losses further.
Otherwise, I, too, would have been
coming to Parliament and asking for
Rs. 2% million subsidy, which I
could not do.

As a matter of fact, Vitamilk does
not sell at a loss. So no part of this
Rs. 23 million is going to subsidize
our infants with weak digestions.
But in practice today, I think the
Hon. Minister will agree with me that
every village mother far prefers to
feed her «child on full-cream
powdered milk of the best order. Why
is it that they like Cow & Gate ? Why
is it that they like Lactogen ?
Village parents go for the milk
produced by organizations such as
those.

The reason is this, although they
are much more expensive. It is not
because they prefer the imported
product. It is not because they have
a prejudice against the Milk Board.
It is because they feel that the Milk
Board is giving them an inferior
product by reason of the fact that
their children are still hungry after
having taken Vitamilk. A 2 cream
powdered milk cannot produce the
same nutritional benefits as full-
cream powdered milk. You will find
that any parent, if he hag got the
chance and the money, will go in for
those other full-cream powdered
milks. No doubt there are some poor
parents who buy Vitamilk for want
of anything else.

But I would like to ask the Minister
whether it is not time we got away
from these outmoded theories of
doctors who believe that our village
children owing to malnutrition are
incapable of digesting milk ? Is it not
necessary for us to change to a new
formula and to go for importing a
milk which is comparable with the
best imported infant milk foods like
Cow, & Gate and Lactogen ? Why
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are we continuing this ancient
formula built on a wrong premise,
which, I think, should now be thrown
away.

The Minister told us his problems
in regard to prices. I do not know
why he raised that argument. 1t
seems to me that he, too, was raising
arguments and demolishing them,
He assumed that there was going to
be some opposition by us—

o 28. 8. 9%

(Qsersas erib. 1o, LGWLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I wanted to place all the facts.

afed. 8. Dwd VLTNSINGWD Do
(S. orii. . Lty LIGRTL_T T 5T UIEE )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Why ? Why is he placing facts
which are not relevant to this Vote
under any circumstances ? This
economic development vote does not
cover losses on Vitamilk. Why does
the Minister say that these are the
prices at which he negotiated and so
on ? He is anticipating the possibility
that there is going to be some
criticism by us of the manner of his
negotiations and the manner of his
price fixing and he is, therefore,
trying to create an alibi in advance.

oé 8. 8. agT
(Qsarras orib. Lo, LIGHTL.T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The trouble is that you are a
criminal lawyer.

ofed. ¥ dwE BHWhdshnww D,
(. eris. oy, Lwew LIGHTLTT BT iES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He says I raise an argument and
demolish it. May I ask the Minister
why he is apologizing in advance for
an argument that he is incapable of
making?

As far as Vitamilk is concerned, I
think everybody would like to say
this. If we are going to buy the stuff,
let us buy it at the cheapest possible
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price. I do not think there is much
argument about that, The Minister
himself says that tenders were called
and tenders were closed. If you are
adopting the tender procedure, tech-
nically that is the end of the matter.
You cannot have people outbidding
each other once the tender results
are known.

The Milk Board in the interests of
the country thought, notwithstanding
the fact that tenders had closed, that
they would allow the competing par-
ties to negotiate with them in order
to bring the price down below the
tender level. That is what was done.
With New Zealand the prices
were negotiated and knocked down
below the tendered figure. The
Danish people then came forward
and said, “ We, too, are prepared to
drop our prices.” But the Minister
says they are far too late. Why? Be-
cause that offer was made two days
ago. But as far as the New Zealand
people are concerned—they were
also technically late; anybody who
comes in after the tender -closing
date is late—the Minister says, “ No,
they are not so late. Anyway, we have
negotiated. We have practically come
to the end of our negotiations and
now the Danish people come in and
tell us that they are knocking down
their prices further by a very large
amount. ” The difference is substan-
tial except in regard to the five
pound tin, where it breaks even, ac-
cording to the figures which the
Minister gave. Fourteen pence for the
one pound tin is a very substantial
difference, and why, may I ask
the Minister, is he taking the
line, “We have practically closed
the deal with New Zealand; so
let us think of all the possible
apologies. After all, they gave
us 500 Jersey cattle which I went and
received on the jetty with my Collea-
gue the Hon. Minister of Industries. ”
So for the price of 500 head of cattle
we are going to sell the infants of our
country an inferior grade of milk at
higher prices.

The Hon. Minister tells us that
after all, in the days of the Minister
of State, they practically financed the
entire equipment of the Milk Board
when it started off. That is true. The
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Narahenpita plant is almost entirely
the gift of New Zealand. The Weli-
kanda project at Polonnaruwa has
received very substantial benefits
from them. Mahailuppallama has
benefited as the Hon. Minister stated.
That is true. Are we, as the price
of Mahailuppallama, the price of the
Narahenpita installation, going to
pay them higher prices for ever? Are
we going fo pay a higher price than
we need pay for a three-quarter cream
milk when we ought to get a full
cream milk? Are these the consequ-
ences for which the Milk Board is
being financed in this way to the ex-
tent of a Rs. 21 million subsidy?

S0 I do appeal to the Hon. Minister
that the time has come for doing a
little re-thinking on the subject. The
Hon. Minister, I believe, stated once
that under the law it is not possible
—without amending the law—for the
Milk Board to deal in other produets.
One of the arguments given for stop-
ping the import of “ Vitaspray ” is
that the Government has no right to
deal in anything but liguid milk un-
der the Milk Board Act. I think it
is high time that we threw away
ideas of that sort and modernized the
Milk Board and got on with the job.
Therefore my respectful plea to the
Hon. Minister is, “ Please don’t re-
gard these criticisms as merely
being in the nature of criticisms of
your administration”. The Hon.
Minister has not been in office for
long yet and during those few
months no one expects that he would
have been able to set the whole
place right. In this short time, apart
from buying a few bottles and things
like that—which, of course, dces not
take a long time—he could not have
done much. After all, even the “ botal
karaya ” does that !

I do submit that it is necessary to
take a quick look round and that a
complete reorganization of the Milk
Board and the whole set-up must be
done. You cannot adopt penny wise
and pound foolish economies in this
business. You cannot employ a re-
tired Government accountant and pay
him a thousand rupees a month and
expect him to keep the accounts of

1965 e o 8RS 24

546
s8uém 8¢

the Milk Board properly. Your orga-
nization is so large that you can well
afford to pay Rs. 3,000 a month for a
competent accountant to run the
affairs of the Milk Board and put the
accounts straight.  Unfortunately,
what happens now ? The Treasury
will tell you, “I am afraid the Milk
Board does not warrant our paying
a salary like that ”. They will tell you
“We are prepared to pay an accoun-
tant in the C. W. E. a large salary;
we are prepared to pay a C. T. B.
accountant such a salary. When it
comes to the Milk Board, we are
afraid you must be prepared to make
do with much poorer material.” And
what is the consequence? Your
accounts are in a first class mess. It
has been like that for years. I tried
my level best to start the process of
setting it right but it is not right.—
[Interruption]. I did not succeed for
the simple reason that you cannot
succeed without accountants.

& 8. B. 8. 90BR» (DY m
o BVE @ @B)

(Quorres 1. (F. YT, @ewreur SOT—D&H
Qariflev, s pQmies QYPIDFEFIT )

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

Not even with bad managers!

2. @b Vel dEwdnem o
(BB, orLi. Byi. L ey LISTL TTBTiiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I do not agree with bad manage-
ment. Management consists of a team
of people, and accountancy and book-
keeping, the maintenance of records
in the proper form, is one of the
essential tasks of management. TIf I
have not got the tools I do not know
how I can do it. Therefore, you must
insist on getting competent staff who
are placed on proper salary scales.
Otherwise you will not succeed in
getting rid of the mess.

You talked of dairy development
officers. You talked of people whose
function will be to go around giving
advice and encouraging people to
keep cattle and to nroduce more milk
and better milk up to the standards
you require. I want to understand
very,elearly what the functions of


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

)

54T Bewldm YL DeIFAC®

¢

s8ydém e
[&fs. ¢, Rt Dedndrnem D]
these dairy development officers are.
I do not sea much difference between
this staff and the staff of the Animal
Husbandry Division of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. It is an exten-
sion service—that is what you are
contemplating with this  high-
sounding name of dairy develop-
ment officer. It is an extension job.
If you are going to do extension
work, my point is, must you multiply
the groups of persons doing exten-
sion work in this country ? On the
one hand you want the Milk Board
to do extension work ; on the other
hand you want the Animal Husban-
dry Division of the Department of
Agriculture to do extension work.
This is just a colossal waste of money
adding to the Rs. 23 million. This
year’s Rs. 2% million will be more
next yvear. If you have got a staff
which is incapable of doing it in the
animal husbandry section then please
take the necessary steps to reform
that. Do not take any action to in-
crease the number of dairy develop-
ment officers attached to your
collecting centres. Secondly, do not
make the mistake of attaching these

officers to the collecting centres
you have now because they
are sited in the wrong places.
If you  want to encourage

animal husbandry for the purpose of
providing liquid milk you have to do
your extension work in the imme-
diate environs of Colombo. Why do
you not harness your private sector ?
Why do you not tell your private
proprietors living in the neighbour-
hood of Colombo to do animal hus-
bandry ? Why do you not offer them
practical subsidies ? Why do you not
offar to give them worthwhile cattle
bred by your department, and also
give them adequate head of cattle—

& 8. 8. @d q«ddanm
(Quorrean w. (. oyi. @wewreui ger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
You are thirty years outof date.
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(Qaarres FALGSTO)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Land is too expensive in Colombo.

ofed. @b e D Msnw .

(-@@‘. GT LI (%rf. L_UIGN LIGRTL T BT UISE )
\r =

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Nobody is asking you to buy land
in Colombo. May I tell the Hon.
Minister of Industries that he is 60
years out of date in his thinking of
buying land in Colombo.—[Interrup-
tion]. At least, when you are making
interruptions, please make them co-
herent. The Hon. Minister apart from
being 60 years out of date is already
suffering from the problems of do-

tage.

b 8. 8. @8, @m2iam

(Qzorran te. (F. gyi- GTaT S6T)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You have not even grown fo
adulthood.

ofed. @l Dwed LT WSTHwD D,
(8. erii. 2yi. L_wew LIGRTL_T T BT 15 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I agree with him. I have a long
time to go. And I agree that that is
one of the problems of those who do
not have such a long time to go. But
as far as I am concerned I am
prepared to wait. I will remain in
this House year by year watching
Ministers of Agriculture come and
go and producing supplementary
estimates to subsidize the Milk Board
for a long time to come. I know
that Ministers who have been in
charge of the Milk Board who have
failed to make their impact some-
times tend to regret it and like to
feel that they are the only experts
who could have handled the job. I
must confess my own failures. I
have never come forward and stated
that I was the best Minister on the
job. In fact I have admitted my
own failures and my own mistakes,
unlike others.

The Minister of Industries says,
“How are you going to buy land in
thedaenvirons of Colombo?” He
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does not even give ear to the speech.
Who suggested buying land in the
environs of Colombo ? No one at
all. I am talking of getting people
who own land in the environs of
Colombo to keep cattle, of encourag-
ing them to grow pasture grass and
keep cattle of worthwhile quality,
and for the Agricultural Department
to give them help and assistance. I
am asking you not to appoint a
duplicate set of dairy development
officers but to put the department on
the job.

In conclusion, we would like to
point out to the Hon. Minister that
in this financial year he has asked
for a subsidy of Rs. 13 million, and
already provided it, compared with
a subsidy of Rs. 1 million which was
the highest in the days of the Coali-
tion Government or the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party Government. You
increase your losses or your provision
for losses by one and a half times as
much.

Under the label of ‘ economic
development ” is going on the most
colossal favouritism of subsidizing a
section of the people of this country
which I say is completely unwar-
ranted and unjustified. The question
of subsidizing 40,000 consumers of
the City of Colombo is certainly not
the basis on which the board was
started. I would, therefore, appeal
to the Hon. Minister not to take
advice from his officials or from
those who are too old to learn.
Take the necessary action to set the
Milk Board right. Do not try to
sterilize separated milk which is
unsaleable and only fit as animal
food. You have to avoid those mis-
takes. If you want to buy more
bottles in order to clear the bottle-
necks we have no objection. Even
that might be regarded as economic
development, but we certainly
cannot regard the activities described
some moments ago as economic
development.
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(Ba. Guied & T L& QD — S LhL] DL
1919 u)
(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—Kam-

burupitiya)

@b DNNEDNOL, HE IR
ewsy caledd obs 5 W
Bane efemwum asy gs wds) gud
Bewn &8s Dwewsy HE wEIBD
ewsY DN WEHO BDGELeSH DI
c®ryem . NS VeTACew

20 O oy HS8 &BLSED
S 2@ 3D ob @OdB
DD By ecwgew. HBHES GeTd

Cwd eIm O Peany OB e
@8 Panrd Seddvewsy® ME 33
DéY ey cORSY D & v »EmEh.
& Bep B8 9T DCw BE BB WEB
58, 85800 A B8 g ® &8
8B 8w ud. Thel® & HEDEH
335kl Bk 65NIBE  G&.
QY DY snsYetd ¢ e LEHw
T IC Rw HHE deTRCewsy sy
£H8 sHmCw gee zemw 83
28 ?

o& 9€. 8. B
(Q&6erTa; 6TLD. 1. LIGHTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
ermeaic ?

BEHE SR> .

(8. Cuiall fl&érin&ran)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

&b DeEES SOewHD
B8 I DEHDB HBN BBG6S.

e By

ad SSwemE

(Qaerrey Filw@QsTee)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
DEY HYSC 1EBw .

B ¢ ¢fS& @

(,@@ ,LEGEJ 9. gya‘sﬂ@u}

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

“OR®E ond " opdck Yo Ba
G&R.
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(8. Cuiradl oflsri&ran)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

DO DNBNGDDNOL], SiEsNdWO
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eud & N8 ¢B888¢ 3 Beam D .
e® wO®IIVY 8K Dy DS Bed
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65NEwHE B8R ¢y BeA®E D
dm HE VeTACeH 960 6GH
SR, Sdfas SemEed SemEwn®d
BBV BB 6@ mmdemes HE Den B
Cul “1@eHE wd Bear .

aé E8wemCE

(Qaorres miluGsreve)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

C&B uCewe D Doed ?

BE8 InOB.»d V.

(,@@ Quirad 6l G0 REan )

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

E8 WO B8 686 668NVS ol
85y Bp&ee yond& @ £8 I
GLReen. B8 @-@’f@@@wm” 8323¢65) 8
JedBewsy® @8 wméx'em O

DB Py I H8 q8c&c »® g@
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a& & 9. 8. naded (oo
@ OR)

(Osorras m. erev. 19. ev=mH0—CLITd
QUT & & IOIDEFIT)

(The Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle—Minister
of Communications)

e DCE®w CrNEIR,
.

8cb 0wz BB

888 5@@%0&3 &cs.

(8. Cuield srwlien)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

8e600 ¢c@» 80 emecsy S8

8. 92 288D ¢ 8¢ ©w. (ee8
09)

(B 1. ord. 1Qorty. 1y Bdar—Qsef
Haur)

(Mr. P. H. W. de Silva—Devinuwara)
There were pieces of glass.

Bowldm s’ Sedaces DH2
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el S Do,

(8. Cuitedl aldriwQran)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

B¢ By BV Bed»D. & emees
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D BNHEDN
(surpruIsT oeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Please do not interrupt. I must call
the Hon. Minister to Order.

@a& S8uemE @
(Qsprras FiLGsrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
He is lying.

S8R Tn@&E.sn Swn.

(Sm. Cuied dlgriGmen)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

gmes HGOBDCWwD Bn Bz
COBY 5 HSEmWD. BB DO
Sondes ORI O ewes aiBE S
GOV FOBYNHO SH1&d B VD
csemND. cONB BB o e®m
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(Furprusi geuiser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I will give every hon. Member a
chance to speak. Please do not
interrupt ; I do not want interrup-
tions.

2E8 3228 .

(B Cuiell dlérnfmen)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)
CeNE C 23DE WEE BRE&HO—

D BN RN
(Furpruss oeui&er)
(Mr. Speaker)

Will you please listen to me? Every
hon. Member has a right to speak
without being interrupted ; even the
most junior Member has that right
to speak without being interrupted.
Please go on.

&8 08B» Swn.

(Blon. Cuioll eflérin&ran)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)
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(FUrprs; oo Eer)

(Mr. Speaker)

I call upon the Hon. Minister to

reply as I think we have sufficiently
discussed this matter.

23, @0, 11.40
a&h 0. 8. 9

(Q&6rra 6rib. 1e. LIewTL_T )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Listening particularly to the hon.
Member for Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias
Bandaranaike) one would get the
impression that I have asked the
House to pass this supplementary
sum to cover up some grave loss that
has been incurred during my time.
In fact, he asked, “ Why do you want
all this money ? What has the
Minister done with all the money ?”
He also said, “You are subsidizing
40,000 milk consumers of Colombo
who,need no subsidization?”.  Sir,


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

057
88ydm Qe

these are losses that had been incurr-
ed, as I said, from the year 1960. I did
not want to stress that fact as I did
not want to make this a controver-
sial issue. As Minister in charge I
have to present this to Parliament
for accounting purposes; it is only
for purpose of write-off.

As I said earlier, these losses had
been incurred during the years 1960
—part of 1960—1962 and 1963. All
these losses had been incurred during
the regime of my hon. Friend, the
Member for Dompe. In fact he had
been the Minister in charge of the
Milk Board for some time. Did he not
realize that 40,000 consumers of
Colombo were being subsidized then ?
Did he not see that aspect of the
matter ? Did he not see that in the
milk transported from Tamankaduwa
and Ambewela there was 80 per cent.
water ? Did he not see the many
defects that he is able to point out
now ?

The hon. Member is capable with
half-truths to build up a story. I
presented to this House the facts
relating to Vitamilk because hon.
Members would be interested to
know them. I thought it was my
duty even if it did not pertain to this
Estimate to place the facts before hon.
Members and to acquaint them with
the whole situation. I was not trying
to anticipate a discussion on this
matter, but the hon. Member for
Dompe, being a criminal lawyer, is
able to find some element of crimin-
ality in any innocent thing. These
losses were incurred during the
regime of my good Friend, the hon.
Member for Dompe ; a good part of
the time he was the Minister
concerned,

If I may go further into the matter,
I should like to say that a commission
will look into the implications of this
matter and also the administration of
the Milk Board. I do not wish to say
anything further on the matter
except that there was much wanting
in the administration during that
period. He had entrusted the adminis-
tration of the Milk Board:-to, the

1965 e @B 24
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chairman and what the chairman
did will be revealed in the near
future. I certainly did not want to
deal with this question even during
the Budget Debate because it was not
my concern.

I have placed all the relevant facts
relating to this Supplementary
Estimate before the House. I also
wish to say that in all that has been
urged by the hon. Member there
were some useful points too. But
these questions should have been
dealt with by him when he was the
Minister of Agriculture and when he
was in charge of the Milk Board. I
am not quarrelling with him, I am
quarrelling with him only in this
sense : He stands up in this House
and tries to create the impression
that all these losses have been
incurred after we assumed office,
when actually it is not so. He waxed
eloquent on the procedure that is
being adopted to write off losses. He
said it is wrong procedure, and it is
retarding development. He himself
was a Minister of Finance—before he
functioned as the Minister of Agri-
culture—when such losses up to 1961
were similarly recouped with Supple-
mentary Estimates. That is the
procedure that we have adopted in
this House. I think my hon. Friend,
the Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa), who is the
Chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee, will agree with me that
this is the normal procedure that we
in this House have adopted. There is
nothing to quarrel about it. Certainly
comments should be made and I
would gladly accept them, but when
an attempt is made to twist facts into
some other shape it is high time the
bluff is called.

The hon. Member for Dompe
accused my Hon. Friend, the Minister
of State, of having, in the first two
years, sited the Milk Board in the
wrong place, sited the collecting cen-
tres in the wrong places. According
to him even the establishment of the
Milk Board was wrong. What is the
type of answer that he can expect
to that type of criticism ? There are
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in this country certain zones and
areas which, from the point of view
of climate and soil, are suitable for
the rearing of cattle. There are the
temperate climates of Bopatalawa
and Ambewela., Over the years
cattle and milk herds have been
built up with a great deal of diffi-
culty. Now he wants to pooh-pooh
all the work that is being done. In
Polonnaruwa you get the best pas-
ture land in Ceylon, ideal for the
rearing of cattle and the development
of animal husbandry. Work is in
progress in Polonnaruwa.

I commend the proposal to start
a condensed milk factory. It is a good
project. We are doing it. Nothing
had actually been done besides moot-
ing the project. The site has been
cleared and we are going to start the
factory. Whatever credit is due to
the hon. Member for Dompe, or to
anybody else who preceded him, for
mooting that idea, we are certainly
prepared to give that credit. There
is no quarrel about it.

The Hon. Minister of Industries
said that the ideas of the hon. Mem-
ber for Dompe were 30 years out of
date. Why did he say that? Milk
production is now getting away from
the cities. That is the latest develop-
ment. More and more development
is taking place in the rural areas sO
far as animal husbandry is concerned,
and milk is being transported from
there. 80 per cent of the milk that
is transported is water. That is so,
and nobody can question it. In that
way, many of the utterances of the
hon. Member for Dompe were quite
unnecessary.

Steps are being taken to increase
the activities of the Milk Board and
to develop the centres from which
milk is to be collected. The develop-
ment officers are not going to com-
pete with the extension officers. The
development officers have been told
to concentrate on the areas where
there are the collecting centres and
chilling plants, which, as I said, are
being worked at less than half capa-
city. If around those areasawegcan

Bewldn 95775 @eBAC®
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induce people to rear cattle, and if the
milk they produce can be got to the
collecting centre, then the quantity
handled by the Milk Board will go up.
There are those areas where the plant
capacity is available but you do not
get sufficient milk. These develop-
ment officers—three of them—will be
concentrating on three such areas.
They are not going to compete with
the extension officers in the general
development of animal husbandry in
this country nor will the work of
these two types of officers overlap.

May I also say that it was during
the time of the Hon. Minister of State
that the Milk Board was set up. It
is one of the best projects to be
started. There are people who earn
something out of it. Certainly,
Colombo consumers as well as other
consumers of milk are benefiting by
1t

The story that a lizard was found
in the milk was mentioned. Pieces
of glass being found in the milk was
also mentioned. I shall certainly go
into the matter and find out from the
Principal of Royal College what had
happened. If it has been due to neg-
ligence on the part of the Milk Board.
I shall certainly take action in the
matter. The Milk Board is itself keen
on supplying milk of good quality.
That is necessary from the point of
view of the health of the nation and
of the consumer as well as from the
point of view of pushing forward the
sales and services of the Milk Board.
1 shall question the Principal of Royal
College and take the matter up with
the Milk Board. I am glad that ulti-
mately this lizard did not turn out
to be a lizard. That kind of propa-
ganda is bad. That kind of statement
on unfounded facts is going to harm
the Milk Board and I am very glad
that it came about ultimately that
there was no lizard.

In the first two or three years after
the Milk Board was started, possibly
hon. Members of the House will be
surprised to know, it made profits.
That was during the time of the Hon.
Minister of State. Then there were
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losses after that and at some stage
a million rupees had been voted as a
subsidy.

Now, this Supplementary Estimate
does not take into account this million
rupees that had been passed as a
subsidy. I stated that. And my hon.
Friend had the hardihood to make
out that I had been responsible for
the losses, and that is why I have
brought this before Parliament. This
is an accounting procedure for money
spent in the past, for losses incurred
up to the year 1963.

He admitted something. The
accounts are in a mess. Only during
the last six months the accounts have
been in order. Up te 1963 no accounts
were presented to Parliament and no
accounts are available. There had
been no proper inventory, I am told.
Now they are keeping an inventory
of the assets of the Milk Board.

Let us not pretend that we are the
best administrators, and let not my
hon. Friends opposite pretend that
they were the best administrators.

g ma 80um» ¢z, awmueon I
ey AssUIULG ah gyé OsmereniiL g.

Question put, and agreed to.
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ScHooL TEACHERS' PENSION
REcuLAaTION

A 6. b XwdAn
(Qaerras Cog. oy, spuieui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That the Regulation made by the
Minister of Finance by virtue of the
powers vested in him by Sections 9 and
11 of the School Teachers’ Pension Act
(Cap. 432) and published in Gazette
No. 14,204 of October 23, 1964, which was
presented on August 18, 1965, be
. approved.”
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In this Regulation, it is proposed to
re-number Regulation 5, and to insert
a new paragraph with regard to the
rate of 2 per cent. of the salary to be
deducted in the future.

gf D BmBED wéw ¢l

@) 708 SwibuiGLbHmE.
Question proposed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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CrownN LANDS REGULATION

ad od. ¥, Lwudiam
(Qaeorray Ce. Qyi. eguieur Ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move, on behalf of the Hon. Min-
ister of Land, Irrigation and Power, -

“That the Regulation made by the
Minister of Land, Irrigation and Power
under Sections 95 and 96 of the Crown
Lands Ordinance (Chapter 454), which
was presented on September 6, 1965, be
approved.”

This gives the Commanders of the
Armed Servic>s the right to lease out
Crown land in their possession. At
present, the General Manager of the
Railway has 'that power, and it is
thought that the Commanders of the
Armed.Services, too, should have that
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power, instead of cthers outside the
Armed Services having that power.
They will henceforth have complete
control of land in itheir possession.

g B S0um Y, smu®dn B,
ey s G o7 /D qud Q1&mer aTLIIL L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.

OOEo GCB: G 9BIE@DD
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SUPPLEMENTARY SuppLy: CYCLONE
RELIEF TO SouTH INDIA AND EAST
PAKISTAN

a& & ®ms. dwudam
(Qeorra; Cap. . spuieui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees S=ven thousand and five
hundred (Rs. 7,500) be payable out of the
Consolidated Fund of Ceylon, or any
other fund or moneys of, or at the dis-
posal of, the Government of Ceylon, or
from the proceeds of any loans obtained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the
service of the financial year beginning on
1st October, 1964, and ending on 30th
September, 1965, in settlement of the ad-
vances made from the Contingencies
Fund for expenditure in the financial
year 1st October 1964 to 30th September
1965, on the service specified in the
Schedule hereto : —

Schedule

Rs.

Head 17—Minister of Defence
and External Affairs.

Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expendi-

ture 7,500

This Supplementary Estimate is for
the purpose of paying into the Con-
tingencies Fund a sum of Rs. 7,500 of
which Rs. 2,500 was money given to
South India as relief for the areas
devastated by the cyclone in the latter
part of 1964. The other Rsiu5;000y was

1965 e @& 24
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money given 'to Pakistan for areas
devastated by the cyclone in May

1965. This money was given in the
form of a gift of tea.

g De 80um i, vmud®dm S,
@ SesalULE o7 h ydQensTariurL g,

Question put, and agreed to.

DN BNGDD S
(Furpruss oyeauiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is sus-
pended till 2 p.m.

Add® S0 ¢PMCe MmPmEDD ¢ 8QOH
CE ¢ . 2 © 2 O» LW O &

S GeiTUg. Soie] @e Blossiul®, WBew@in
8. . 2 w&lée guruwmn o).

Sitting accordingly  suspended

till
2 p.M. and then resumed.

08 YeE: cded YeemEw
@D prigs Qsrens

YT EFTEG ,gya'ff.mb

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY
(GOVERNMENT PRESS

aé S8uemE e

(Csorrey FRwWQsTeve)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

On behalf of the Minister of State,
I move,

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees Two million eight hun-
dred thousand (Rs. 2,800,000) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund of Ceylon,
or any other fund or moneys of_ or at the
disposal of, the Government of Ceylon,
or from the proceeds of any loans ob-
tained by the Government of Ceylon, for
the service of the financial year begin-
ning on 1st October 1964, and ending on
30th September 1965, and that the said

sum may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto :—

Schedule
Head 41—Government Press,
Vote No. 2—Administration
Rs.

Charges—Recurrent expen-
.. 2,800,000

aiture
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¢ cmBi B82S0 .
(8. §- QFrier & plauir G )
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
Will the Hon. Minister explain what
this is for?

ad 88ween G

(Qaprray FALGSTO)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

This is recurrent expenditure in re-
gard to the administration of the
Government Press; there is nothing
controversial in this.

¢ cmnBm KEPSA® Y«

{‘&3@ - QaEmiiaFr Q‘gﬂsui‘a;e'ar)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

We would like to have a fuller ex-
planation because Members would
like to know what this is for.

aé 38wemEC

(Qsenreu FilLQETe)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

This is what we have to pay for
work done by various employees of
the department. Sufficient monzy had
not been voted earlier.

s Do GmBED DD GE
sil@) 6165 SwbulGUDH D S -
Question proposed.

A¥snd ommtn D

(8. QuiEL QariiFT)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I understand that this Supplemen-
tary Estimate is needad to meet the
enhanced expenditure over and above
the money that had been provided in
regard to tha General Election on the
one side and the printing of school
books on the other. That is what I
find in the explanation appended to
this Supplementary Estimate. 1
should like to bring to the notice of
the Hon. Minister that after his last
pronouncement in regard to the prin-
ting of school books made on the
Fioor of this House—the printing of
<chool books was started by the last
Government—which was welcomed
by both sides of the House, there havye

Dewidm 055 DRHAC®
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been very violent criticisms of it both
in the press and by persons at various
public meetings. Various p2rsons have
made all kinds of comments on his
pronouncement. We would like to
know whether in the light of any of
those things he has decided to change
his mind.

ad; &8weam G

(Qzorrey FAwWQaTea)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I am not one of those persons who
go on changing their minds according
to the whims and fancies of printers
and othar people.

A8snd cnRE D,

(8. Quie Qsriisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa) .

It is because the Hon. Minister has

changed his mind so often on various
matters, that we wanted to know.

g’ BNe S0um i, somuldn S

@y NGEsIULE ap mEbsTereriulL &.
Question put, and agreed to.

5850 YCE: B DD
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY :
Z.00L0GICAL (GARDENS

ob & ¢8. SedEAD
(Qzorre Cog. gyi. egwauiGer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees Forty thousand
(Rs. 40,000) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
fund or moneys of, or at the disposal of,
the Government of Ceylon, or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service of
the financial year beginning on Ist
October 1964, and ending on 30ih
September 1965, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto :—

Schedale
Rs.
Head 29—Zoological Gardens.
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expendi-
ture " .. 40,000
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AEENE oKt D,

(8. Quig. Qariisr)

(Mr, Bernard Soysa)

Will the Minister explain this ?

ad o @8 Swdiam

(Qzerrey Geg. 2. gweaid ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

This is really to provide food for
the animals in ‘the zoo.

gl M BEZ WED CE
Dy 10 SluwibuiGub LSl
Question proposed.

D8RR oGt Do

(Bgp. Qui@_ Qarwsr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I want to.ask the Hon. Minister one
thing about this matter. Since he is
the Minister in charge of the animals
in the zoo, will he state what pro-
gramme he has in mind in
the next few years in regard
to additions to the zoo ? Various
countries use the zoo as an instru-
ment of education. That is the new
attitude towards thase things, not
merely to look upon these things as
some kind of collection of animals
where people can spend a Sunday or
a holiday, but that the zoo should be
used as an instrument of education.
From that point of view, we would
like to know whether the Minister has
any ideas in regard to any transfor-
mation or expansion or additions to
the stocks that he has. This is a prin-
ciple on which we should like the
Minister. to say something.

D FTNRDDE

(FLrprusT e Eer)

(Mr. Speaker)

That is not a point that should be
raised under this Supplementary Esti-
mate. This is only to provide food for
the animals.

A%snd etnBe D

(8. Quie’ Qerdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Sovsa)

Since this affects the zoo, the
Minister might let us know whether
he has any idea of adding to the
number of animals there.

1965 e e ERE 24

570
88yém 8
ad & @d. Swddm
(Qaorres Cag. - eQuIGUIT ST )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I would like to adhere to the rules.

We are discussing the question of food

for the animals. We cannot enter into
a general debate—

AEEND cenden .
(Bl Quiie) Qariisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
We can.

aé ed. @l Luddam

(Qaorres Gog. Byi. syliaii Ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

1 do not think so—on the
whole policy of the Zoological
Gardens and the attitude of the
Government of using the zoo as an
educational instrument.

AEsND @B Do,

(8. QuiE’ Qerisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

An excess has been incurred as a
result of some additions to the zoo.
I am, therefore, entitled to ask what
is the policy in regard to additions.

aé oZ. @b Lwadd®
(Qeorray Gog. 2. spuieut Zer )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

If Mr. Speaker says it is relevant,
I am prepared to answer.

HS1BNGD DS
(FUTBTLIST 2)euTsEer)
(Mr. Speaker)

I really think this is a borderline
case.

Where Supplementary Estimates
are submitted, hon. Members must
confine themselves to the explanation
attached to the papers in regard to
asking questions and eliciting infor-
mation. Under the Standing Orders
hon. Members cannot be allowed to
go outside that.

: The present is, however, a border-
line case and I would allow the
Minister to reply.
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(Oserras Cem. i guasar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The whole question of whether
any type of animal should be kept
in captivity for the delectation or the
instruction of human beings is some-
thing about which I do not think
human beings have agreed upon. My
personal view is that animals should
not be kept in captivity, but we have
got accustomed to having zoos in
civilized countries, so-called civilized
countries, and Ceylon, too, follows
that example. We have what is
supposed to be one of the best zoos
in this part of the world.

I am allowing the Director of the
Zoo, Mr. de Alwis, who is a very
good successor to Mr. Weinman, to
carry out his own policies in regard
to additions to the zoo not only for
the purpose of amusement to human
beings but also for the education of
the younger generation and others
interested in animal life.

I must say I am not an expert in
wild life. So I would not like to in-
terfere with the discretion vested in
the Director of the Zoo. He is one
who believes that we should have
the largest variety possible of birds
and beasts in the Dehiwela Zoo, so
that not only animals of Ceylon are
kept in captivity but also animals
from other parts of the world which
people in Ceylon who are not fortu-
nate enough to be able to go abroad
can come and see. We have provi-
sion in the Estimates to fimport
animals from other parts of the
world.

In the Zoo we have a large variety
of animals. I do not know whether
the hon. Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) has been to the
Zoo recently. I go there rather
frequently with my grandchildren,
and I must say the Zoo provides a
very admirable method of seeing
animals that are not found in this
country.

There are lions and tigers and
panthers. There are gorillas and
chimpanzees. The gorillasiandy the

Hewldrm VYL OeTRVC®

672
&8gém e :

chimpanzees provide much amuse-
ment. That is because they are so
much similar to human beings. The
care that is shown to them by the
Zoo authorities is something I must
commend as being very sympathetic
and ingenious.

We have no room to expand the
area of the Zoo at Dehiwela because
it is a very crowded area. I do not
know whether it is possible for us
to follow the example of Whipsnade
and go outside Colombo to the
suburbs and acquire a much larger
area of land and show some of these
animals in their natural surround-
ings. I do not know whether that
is possible just now, but within the
limits of the area now available in
the Zoo, I think in the sights we see
and the sounds we hear we have
something to be proud of.

Apart from wild life from abroad,
it is the intention of the Zoo authori-
ties to exhibit also Ceylon wild life.
One of the chief exhibits there is
elephants. I do not say the elephants
there are wild elephants. They are
tame elephants. But the elephants
provide a source of delight to
children and the others who come to
see them, particularly when they
perform on Sunday afternoons. One
can say now that this is the age of
elephants and elephants are one of
the major attractions of the Zoo
today. I would earnestly request
hon. Members of the Opposition to
see the elephants.

There are also other varieties of
insects and vermin, and I must say
the Zoo is very well equipped.
There is nothing that I can complain
of in the staffing of the Zoo so far as
the animals are concerned.

I am also thinking of having a
very modern and well-equipped
aquarium. The Ceylon seas abound
in fish of various qualities—coloured
fish and other fish—not only edible
fish but fish which one can say are
those fit for an aquarium, and I am
consideriny whether we cannot on a
very large scale provide an aquarium
not'"only for the people of this
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- country but for tourists so that they
may see the wide range of coloured
fish and exotic fish that surround our
shores.

I do not know whether I have been
able to satisfy to some degree the
great thirst the hon. Member has to
learn about zoos, but if I have to
some extent done that I will conti-
nue to discuss it some other day as
we have very important Business to
get through.

g e Tum I, umud®dm Ja,

ey AGESLILLE arh midQE e eriuLL gl.

Question put, and agreed to.
sOg0m Qe : eSS o edee
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY :SALARY AND

ALLOWANCES OF KEconomic ADVISER

Erc.,, MINISTRY oF COMMERCE AND
TRADE

oé; & od. LA
(Qserres Cog. oyi. sywieui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees Twenty-six thousand
nine hundred and sixty (Rs. 26,960) be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of
Ceylon, or any other fund or moneys of,
or at the disposal of, the Government of
Ceylon, or from the proceeds of any loans
obtained by the Government of Ceylon,
for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1st October, 1964, and end-
ing on 30th September, 1965, and that the
said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto :—

Schedule
Rs.
Head 88—Minister of Commerce
and Trade.

Vote No. 1—Personai emolu-

ments and other allowances
of staff ;

Vote No. 2—Administration

Charges—Recurrent Expendi-
ture 7 b 29,000

261960

11,960

196D e o @RE 24
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This deals with the Ministry of
Commerce and Trade and I think the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary will
explain it.

g. oo, 245

Ded. &, 88ed @csn. (ngHS on ©2ge
¢ 0By &R’y oG W)

(8. aran. a. FAev—air & 5%, eHumrimrs
s sFflar LrTrenwerps Tl silel)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris—Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Commerce
and Trade)

The mneed for supplementary
provision for the Ministry office
during the current financial year is
as follows :

Salary and allowances of Dr.
D. M. Kannangara, Economic Advi-
ser: Dr. D. M. Kannangara is
attached to this Ministry as Eco-
nomic Adviser with effect from
10.7.1964. However, the provision
of salary and allowances to him in the
Estimates for 1964-65 had to await
the creation of the post of Economie
Adviser for this Ministry under the
Financial Regulations. The Treasury
decision creating this post was com-
municated to this Ministry by their
letter No. 965/270|1 (SB|EI) of 3.8.64.
Though a Committee stage amend-
ment of the Estimates embodying the
salary provision to Dr. Kannangara
was sent to the Treasury imme-
diately, it could not be considered as
it had been received late. Subse-
quently, the Minister of Finance in-
formed our Minister on 2.9.64 that
as it was too late then to introduce a
Committee stage amendment, a
Supplementary Estimate may be
presented in 1964-65 if no savings
were available. Dr. XKannangara’s
salary and allowances and the reim-
bursement to the Central Bank of the
pensionary and provident fund
contribution in respect of Dr.
Kannangara for 1964-65 amount to
Rs. 17.960. Anticipated savings
under Vote No. 1 will be about
Rs. 6,000. Hence the necessity for
additional funds in a sum of
R§011:860 under Vote No. 1.
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Grant to the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Ceylon: This
Institute was paid a Government
grant of Rs. 15,000 in 1963-64. The
President of the Institute pressed
for a similar grant in 1964-65. At
the estimates conference, his request
was turned down. However, on the
president’s appeal, the Minister of
Finance informed our Minister on
2.9.64 that provision for grant to the
institute may be obtained by a
Supplementary Estimate in 1964-69.
In support of his application for a
grant, the president states that the
council of the institute succeeded in
obtaining the services of an experi-
enced lecturer from the United
Kinsdom under the Colombo Plan
for a period of three years ending
31st December 1966. In 1965 the
council selected a suitable Ceylonese
understudy to the Director of Studies
who is now being trained by the
expert with a view to ultimately
succeeding him in January 1967.
The salaries of (a) Director of
Studies, and (b) Understudy have
to be borne by the institute. The
revenue of the institute is not
sufficient to meet its normal current
expenditure and it is not desirable
to raise the annual subscription of
its members or the tuition fees which
are already high. In 1963 the excess
of income over expenditure was.
Rs. 10536. In 1964 even after the
receipt of Rs. 15,000 as a grant from
Government it had a surplus of only
Rs. 6,229.

g D ewmBea Wwé» ¢&
al@y o105 PubusGub DS,
Question proposed.

D1 5N DD
(sLnrpriiss geurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Any comments ?

afed, 8. Vel TIMEsNGD D
(B eril. gy Lwew LETLTTETILI&GS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, Sir, there are comments.

Bewldm 0s¥F) SeTDC®

©éydnm 8¢
aé 6. 8. LwdiR
(Qaprra:r Cey. gyt equwieui Gew )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
How long will it take ?

ofed, @d. Resed DeTMENG O
(B eris. QY. L6 LIGHL T T ETLESE)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It will take some time. You
cannot expect mnot to debate
commerce when commerce is such a
controversial subject today ?

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
raises a question pertaining to the
personal emoluments of the staff of
the Commerce Ministry. I am not
going to say a word about the staft
or about the emoluments they have
received. But I do wish to make
some comments in regard to the
Commerce Ministry itself.

D S15N GBS
(Furprust oeursor)
(Mr. Speaker)

No, I am sorry. I cannot allow
that.

&fef, @d. Rwd LT MIB5NG e,
('Q:rfj GTLI. %61,5;%. L_t1Gw, LIGITL_TT T BTUI& )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I say that it can be allowed
because I am going to talk——

D SIBNGR D
(FUTBTLIST HyeIfSer)
(Mr. Speaker)

No! I am sorry.

fef, ;8. Desed LTSNz Des.

(B erii. 2. L-wew LIGRTL_M T BT I&E)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I think you have got to hear me
first—[Interruption]. I think you can
comment on what I am saying only
after I have said it.

N1 BNDRDD S
(FUTBTLIST Saif&er)
(Mr, Speaker)

No! No!
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(Bm. erl. . Lwaw LIGRTL_T T A ULI&E)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
I do not see how you can tell what
I can say or cannot say until I have

said it. So I suggest that you first
listen to what I have got to say.

2D 5N 3D )

(FLrprius; ojanser)

(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member must confine
himself to the Supplementary
Estimate.

ofef. 8. Rwed BT Mbnw Do,
(B ertl. 2pf. Ltiew LS LTI FTI&S)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

When I am not confining myself
to the Supplementary Estimate, may
I respectfully submit that you call
me to Order ? But until such time—
till I have made my comments—I do
not think you can tell me whether
it is in Order or not.

b 0. g8, wdBam
(Qaprres Geg. Hyr. spuisur et )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You said you were going to talk
about the Commerce Ministry.

ofef, egac?ﬁ. Beed edd 5 .
(Dm. erll. Sf. Lwew LISTLTTETIGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am going to talk about the
Commerce Ministry. I will show
you how I am going to talk about the
Commerce Ministry and make it
relevant to this Supplementary
Estimate.

The Commerce Ministry is natu-
rally dealt with and administered by
people just as much as any other
Ministry is administered and the
people have got to be paid. But the
administration of this particular
Commerce Ministry by the officers
who have been paid for the job
seems to be a rather peculiar
administration for the reason that the
cost of living which we were faith-
fully told was going dowmnyis:in fact

1965 e 28RS R4
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going up. You will find, for example,
that in the course of a supplementary
Question which I put to the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary not so long
ago I raised a matter about the cost
of dried fish. You will remember
that he gave an answer to us about
the inadequacy of transport within
the Co-operative Department on that
occasion and I asked him whether it
was due to any inadequacy of
transport that the cost of halmmessas
had gone up to Rs. 3 a pound or
more—in some areas it has gone up
to Rs. 4 a pound! I think, in the
Mawatagama area where I checked
the prices personally the price had
actually gone up as far as Rs. 4 a
pound at the pola!

S 5N 3 H ) Sn
(FLrprus; eurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I do not think the hon. Member
for Dompe can bring up that matter
Nnow.

ofed, @l Rue BTN INwn .
(. el r. Lwew LSTLITFTLISS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Because of the inefficiency of
the Commerce Ministry officials—
[Interruption].

D NGB DD
(FUTBTUS] 9jeuT&erT )
(Mr. Speaker)

That is a different question—
[Interruption]. Order, please! This
Vote is for a special purpose.

&fef, 8. Rwtd BeTMdsNGn .
(ﬁ@. erLl. ,g,n'". L HI6W LIGHL TIBTel&es)
(Mr., F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is due to the inefficiency of the
Commerce—-

DS BENBDDNS,

(FUTBFTUST O6uTSe6rT )

(Mr. Speaker)

If you will kindly read the pro-

posal you will understand it. The
extra provision is asked for the
payment of the gsalary of the

Economic Adviser.
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(Blgp. eril. Qyi. 1wy LIS TT5TLES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

If the Economic Adviser is giving
bad advice? My case is that the
Economic Adviser is giving very bad
advice,

DS ENEWD DS

(FLrprus; oeirser)

(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member must confine
himself to this Vote. Please do not
go outside it because I will not
allow it.

afed. @l Vwed DLTMSNED Dod.
(Bl eril. gyif. Lwew LIGTLTIETLES)
(Mr. F. R, Dias Bandaranaike)

I am talking about the inefficiency
of the FEconomic Adviser. The
Commerce Ministry has not found
itself capable of obtaining proper
advice with the result that the cost
of living in respect of items like
dried fish—items of common con-
sumption—has gone up. The
Economic Adviser must keep in
touch with reality. It is no good
the Economic Adviser advising us in
the abstract and giving the
Commerce Ministry lectures in
regard to high falutin theories of
economics. We require people who
can deal with the practical day to
day realities ; and if you have got to
pay more to employ better staff, peo-
ple who can be in touch with realities,
we certainly will support the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to get all
the money he requires. But if, on
the other hand, the obtaining of
economic advice of this type is going
to result in the cost of items of
common consumption going up in
Mawatazama, halmessas going up in
price to about Rs. 3 or 4 a pound,
then all I can say is—

T osnem .

(8. aéasprigs)

(Mr. Ekanayake)

I will get it for you at prices

ranging from Rs. 1.30 to Rs. 1.40 a
pound.

Bewfdn 9TE eFAC®

530
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ofe, @8, R DeTNSsNG O
(B, eTls. QY. Lwew LWL TIpTss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You can get it but mot in
Mawatagama.

TN D

(B aésprisEs)

(Mr. Ekanayake)

Why not? You can get it there.

ofef, ad. Roed ALTNINGD Den

(a5, oril. Qyf. LWeh LI@TLTIpTi&GsE)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

As the hon. Member for
Mawatagama is able to get it I sug-
gest that he be appointed Economic
Adviser to the Commerce Ministry
and perhaps that would solve the
problem. If you got economic
advisers who are in touch with the
realities of your Ministry, Mr. Parlia-
mentary Secretary, half these pro-
blems would not arise. But in point
of fact what have you got?

You have no shipments of dried
fish ; you are in short supply today ;
and ultimately this is a tragedy that
comes about by the inadequacy of the
economic advice of your economic
experts and advisers.

oé 88wemE G

(Qsproey mAwWQsres )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

We agree that their advice was not
good.

ofed. @nd. Qesed DTSN D,
(S5 6rL. Qpi. Lwioh LI TT5TLISES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Why do you not fire them ?

ey, I. 883 .
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)
We intend doing so.

ofer, @&, Desed DTSN Do,

(85 6TL, Q7. L s LIGNT LTI [5TILI&ES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

If you intend doing so, why are you
paying them salaries ? Why are you
asking us to pass money to pay them
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their salaries if you do not want to
have them ? Why does not the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary stand up
and say that he is not satisfied with
the quality of these advisers ? Instead
of saying that, he tells us that these
officers should be paid this money.
My respectful submission is that it
is unreasonable and improper for the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to do
so unless he is in a position to tell
us what precisely he is going to do
with these economic advisers to bring
down the cost of living. I am afraid
it becomes extremely difficult for us
to accept the mere statement that
we should vote on these matters.

It is not only in regard to dried
fish, but there are other commodities
as well in respect of which the advice
of these economic advisers has failed.
For instance, you will find that there
are shortages which the economic
advisers have not been able to stop.
There are also other respects in
which these economic advisers have
failed. It is true in regard to pota-
toes and onions ; it has to be so. I
~ can show you all the debates in which
whenever we had the question of
economic advisers coming up they
used to talk about nothing but the
cost of living.

D INRWD DN

(surprus; oenser)

(Mr. Speaker)

They may have committed a

mistake. The hon. Member must not
try to commit the same mistake.

&fed, ad. s ST DSsNG Deso.
(B@®. oTL. Qi w6 LIHTL_TTETIIGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not trying to do that. I am

now talking about the inadequacies
of these economic advisers.

DI BN LD DS
(FLITBTLS T 2yeuiser )

(Mr. Speaker)
You can speak on thabiguestiom
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ofed, @8, Bowed ATTWSsNW S,
(8. eri, gy Lwew LIGRHTL_IT T 5T L1 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am speaking on that matter. You -
have given me permission to do so.
I thank you very much for it. So
I have every right to ask the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary, as far as
these economic advisers are concern-
ed, what advice have they given you
in regard to the cost of living ? As
far as we can see, you have alter-
nately cajoled and threatened the
traders, on their advice. You have
told them time and again, “ We rely
on you. We rely on the private
sector ’, because your economic
advisers told you so. Equally you
have told them, “ We are getting
ready to expand the State trading
activities ”, on the advice of your
economic advisers. At one stage, you
were thinking of closing down the
C.W.E. shops, and now you are think-
ing of not closing them down, also on
the advice of your economic advisers.

May I ask the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary, if you propose to bring
down the cost of living and bring it
down fast what advice have you re-
ceived from your advisers ? I do not
think it is sufficient if Members of
Parliament merely say that the cost
of living is in no way that
high, but if, in point of iact
they can give better advice, please, by
all means take it. Do not listen to
your economic advisers who are un-
able to decide the problem for you.
Find out from the hon. Member for
Mawatagama how it should be done
and do it. If he is able to give that
advice, I am certain he will not de-
mand from you the emcluments
which are now being sought from this
House in order to bring down the cost
of living so unsuccessfully, so
miserably.

These are all the comments I wish
to make about the economic advisers.
I thank you very much for giving me
this opportunity to speak on the par-
ticular relevance to the wrong eco-
nomic advice of economic advisers,
and, incidentally, to mention the cost
obliving as well.
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def. &, 83w dwn

(8gp- eraw. . Gflew )
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

I find that the hon. Member for
Dompe is rather anxious to eat a
little more dried fish since this
Government came into power. I am
only sorry that due to the Indian and
Pakistani dispute some of the boats
that brought in dried fish had re-
turned with the result that the ex-
pected stocks did not come into the
country in time. It is true that there
is a shortage of dried fish at the
moment.

fef. @8, Desed T ncsNGE O,
(B erll, Q. Lwiow LIGRT LT T [T U5 )
(Mr. F. R. Disas Bandaranaike)

The hon. Member for Mawata-
gama, says, no——

DO BN GBS
(FUITBriE; )euT&ar )
(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member for Dompe spoke
for a long time about dried fish. I
will not allow any interruption. Wiil
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
please go on ?

e, &J. 88ed Deq.

(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

~ So far as the question of dried fish
is concerned, no advice is necessary
to our Ministry from any Member
or from anybody else. The Ministry
is able to manage that subject. This
Estimate is only for the purpose of
paying Dr. Kannangara who had
been taken in during the period of
the last Government for services ren-
dered by him during that period.

g Dw 8@mm ¢z, wwmunldm B,
&l @) eS@EELILLE ar (D) 1% Q& mai en Lt L g1,

Question put, and agreed  to.
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : SUPPLY
oF Foop TO PRISONERS

aé o8 @B, Swedam

(Qaorrey Co3. 9. spuIeIT S6iT)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

mom wens) ewldsnd & gESuw
WEHD :

“ 1964 @RS ®u 1 HBaBE o808
1965 exef @28 @ 30 SiBudBsF gPuzs’ dW
9ec DEBm G o Bn wem Comed T AR
g6@cecsy oo Comned Red edmu® ¢oPsc
B3 eed Qe OB ewd Comned OO wew ond
DG DD Bedm 8ecds ex Comned RO
S8sF Hwd Chosfshn G decdsy exd
4BeE T 88us awmd (4. 1,25,000)
e 8 ©8ulém 9ccw evdv wy ¢né O
Yec 608 vonm szem®m B cConed Bud®
B8 Do DO WH®.

CBeE M

888w : 66—B5T Vzned 6cdmelsy 9 du.
BOMEd Fordws ! 2—NEH NAP—Z®EDEHH
Swed® 1,25,000 "

€® e A5 VNenddDE B8 8w
drYes ©:md gug wi® en @JsID
Guendé HSBO ©weend

g Do 80um i, wwud®dm a,

ey ABss LUl @ ah msGlaTeTeriul Lgl.

Question put, and agreed to.

SEGc QLR : rentled GBmo;
eI Ve EEEOIDIS
B0 ICH) FFacd
@op Briys Ozrens : . @). Cs. &. g5
DEGESTALTOU S Sl L& FEET 6T

FL_6oT

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : LOAN FOR
ConstrucTION OF G. C. S. U.
HEADQURTERS

o o&. @, IR
(Qaorras Cep. 9yf. epwenr ser)
(The Hon. J, R. Jayewardene)
I move,—

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees One hundred and seven-
teen thousand two hundred and fifty.
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(Rs. 117,250) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
fund or moneys of, or at the disposal of,
the Government of Ceylon, or irom the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service
of the financial year beginning on 1st
October 1964, and ending on 30th Sep-
tember 1965, and that the said sum may
be expended as specified in the Schedule
hereto : —

Schedule

: Rs.
Head 44—Miscellaneous Ser-
vices.
Vote No. 2—Administration

Charges—Recurrent Expen-

diture 117,250 ”

This is part of the money due to
the G. C. S. U. for the building of
their hall. This money was paid by
way of an advance from the Contin-
gencies Fund and it has to be re-
placed.

g Ve B8 wé® cf
@ 108 HubuiCupnm .
Question proposed.

ofed. ¢d. Qwed’ AL DdsNeoen Dem.

(B@®. eril. . L wew LSTLTrFTILSS)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I should like to ask the Hon.
Minister how much has been paid so
far, and how much remains to be
paid on this account.

ad ef ;md. £¢:dd0m

(Qaorres Gep, gy, sguieur ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Advances were paid from the Con-
tingencies Fund totalling Rs. 304,500
to the union. The union had not

~ .drawn a sum of Rs. 21,750 and this to-

gether with the balance of Rs. 85,500
was made available to the union by
way of an advance from the Contin-
gencies Fund in 1964-65. Originally,
it had been an interest-free loan of
three lakhs of rupees, but this was
afterwards increased to four lakhs of
rupees. So far Rs. 304,500 has been
drawn.

ad me BOum» 8%, nmudom Ba.
dfl@) SGds0u 0 an psbasnereriulL g.

Question put, and agreed to.
425 9096 (85/9)
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY :
EXPENSES FOR ExXAMINATIONS

o S8csemCE e

(Osarres FRlwGsrée)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle) _
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zo® euem® cueFamed HBudm ©88 e
DG @{O. i

cue Amw
@80 : 144—Bomo ceenBe®xInD G
2®@med gomw: 2—xe® :
xR —80&OED® Sse® ...  3,00,915"

Aoty PO D& glonc
cOxn @lw 6xd00 Bma ecedm
e@x¥ DO Bg Pem. Owd e’ d Seme
ACO @i8urnf 7 geNumBxFeeS
$Bo)%® AHeNeOH LY ) MO DRy s
398. Sme 18R Vewsy g a5)®
70,00,000 zxdc ddde nEE =@
&0 B3ST 96 BedHD. & Bew Seyen
8¢ DOunIEE UBsE &4Bu
3,00,915: BeWE'O gBmnE Som:
Fo8ca e FO@B 6D,

g0 Do 838D Dé» GE
@) 610 g LwibLiQummg.
Question proposed.

q. e 2.28
Of, @d. Bue’ ey @cs.

(B®. erid. oy, _wew LI LT [T 1165 65 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Reggrding the Department of
Examinations I should like to make
one or two comments, and T will not
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take long. The Hon. Minister of
Education is impatient to get through
this Supplementary Estimate. I
really wish to make these comments
in all sincerity and earnestness per-
taining to the administration of some
of the examinations of the Examina-
tions Department. 1 particularly
refer to the G. C. . Advanced Level
examination, which is conducted by
the Department of Examination.

Recently, the University Entrance
examination was conducted on the
results of the G. C. E. Advanced
Level examination. At the advanced
level examination children offer
various subjects, particularly arts
subjects, for the purpose of trying to
get themselves admitted to the
university ; but even if they do not,
there is the Advanced Level exami-
nation on the results of which certifi-
cates are offered and made available
to the students. These certificates are
more or less of the same standard as
the old Higher School Certificate.

I am aware that a number
of children—about  thirty or
forty; not more than that—

owing to an inadequacy of quali-
fications could not gain admission.
Apparently, they did not realize the
significance of the rules and regula-
tions of the department in the matter
of the holding of these examinations.
What has happened ? There is a
requirement which you have to
comply with if you want to enter
the university. This rule was formu-
lated by the University Senate in 1960
—I am not quite sure of the exact
date—presumably we are the cul-
prits. It was during our administra-
tion that this was made, and we
accept our fault. But, now let us set
things right. However, in 1960 or
1961, a rule was laid down that if a
child wants to enter the Arts Faculty
of the University, he has to offer
four subjects for the University
Entrance examination—that is a part
of the G. C. E. Advanced Level
examination held by the Depart-
ment of Examinations—so as to
qualify for admission to the

Bewldnm Y5 @eIDCH
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university. They had to offer one
science subject in the G. C. E. Ordin-
ary Level examination at the S. S. C.
standard. Apparently, this rule was
laid down, and among the science
subjects counted for this purpose are
the subjects of Hygene and Geo-
graphy. So the result was that when
a child wanted to enter the Arts
Taculty of the University through
this G. C. E. Advanced Level exami-
nation held by the Department of
Exainations he had to qualify at the
G.C.E. Ordinary Level, prior to that,
in at least one science subject, which
is usually Hygiens or Geography.
These rules may appear in the uni-
versity calendar and published by
the University Senate, and I suppose
every child who sits for the Univer-
sity Entrance examination should
legally make himself aware of what
these rules and regulations are. I am
sorry to say that in practice most of
them do not, and in most cases they
rely on what the principals of schools
are aware of and tell them, with the
result that there are a few children—
not many but about 30 or 40—who
did not offer Hygiene or Geography
at the S. S. C. level, but who had
offered Hygiene or Geography or
some other science subject at the
University Entrance examination
itself, that is, the G. C. E. Advanced
Level examination.

There is a case in my constituency
of a young lady—I mentioned her
case yesterday on the Adjournment
Motion—Miss G. A. Dharmawathie
who sat for the G. C. E. Advanced
Level in December 1964, passing in
the subjects of Sinhala, Government
—both subjects with credit—Geo-
graphy and History. Now, she does
not happen to have passed the
S. S. C. in Geography but she passed
the H. S. C. in Geography, that is,
at the higher level. In other words,
she passed a higher standard examin-
ation in Geography. If it is Geogra-
phy that the university wants, no one
can doubt that this young lady has a
knowledge of the subject. In fact,
she has been able to pass a higher
examination in this subject. There-
fore, it is illogical to disqualify a child

b
£
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from entering the university on the
ground that the child had not
passed in Geography at the S. S. C.
level.

I checked with the Registrar of the
University as to how many children
were affected by this. He tells me
that there are not too many—so far
about 6 of them have made represen-
tations to the wuniversity though
altogether there are, at the maximum,
about 30 to 40.

What I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister is, first of all, if the
Examinations Department is conduc-
fing this examination, even though
the regulations may be made by the
University Senate or the University
authorities, who are independent of
the Minister, at least let him see to
it that the Department of Examina-
tions adequately informs the school
principals, and the school principals
adequately inform the school
children, what the requirements are
for admission to the university.

In this instance, certainly, if this
child had not taken up Geography
but some other subject, I can under-
stand the university authorities say-
ing that she has no qualification in a
science subject at all. Supposing, that
was another subject and Geography
did not come in, I would not be
making out a case for her.

But this affects a small number of
people. I mentioned it to the Hon.
Minister of State, too, since I thought
that as the matter affects the univer-
sity he might be able to influence the
university in an indirect way, per-
haps, but legally and legitimately. I
do think that in respect of these
children who have not been so well
informed of the rules some arrange-
ment ought to be made.

I make this appeal because today
admission to the university is auto-
matic if a child passes in four sub-
jects. Children with three subjects
are admitted if they get an aggregate
of 180 marks. But here are
children who pass in 4 subiects and
who have been disqualified on the

1965 el s €RE 24
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ground that they have not passed in
a science subject at the G. C. E.
Ordinary Level.

My respectful submission to the
Hon. Minister is that he should
nse his good offices and advise the
Vice-Chaucellor of the University—of
course, he cannot give orders to the
Vice-Chancellor—at least, speak to
him and discuss this matter. I know
the University and the University
Senate have not been unreasonable
about these things and that they are
alive to this.

After all, thousands and thousands
of children are not involved. I am
making the plea on behalf of a maxi-
mum number of possibly 30 to 40
children. If you are opening new
universities it does seem a little hard
that these children should be dis-
qualified. I asked the Registrar of the
University how many children were
affected by the same rule last year
and he said that there were only four
or five last year. I respectfully
request the Hon. Minister to go into
this matter carefully and see that
no hardship is caused to these
children.

One last word, Sir. The Registrar
of the University informed me that
when applications like these come in,
it is customary to make representa-
tions to the Education Department
and to complain that some principals
of schools in such cases had not ade-
quately informed the children of
what the rules were and that these
schools have been specifically
enumerated and reported to the de-
partment. This only goes to prove
my point, that a child who showed
sufficient academic skill fo get
through four subjects should not be
ruled out on the basis that the rules
were not adequately explained to the
children by their school principals,
thereby creating problems.

I respectfully ask the Hon. Minister
of Education to go into this matter
and see that justice is done to this
small number of children affected in
this way. I understand that there are
many more universities being opene
by this Government. On behglf gf thg
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Opposition I should like to say that
we are grateful for the interest and
great care that is being taken by the
Hon. Minister in educational matters.
When I first became a Member of
Parliament, there was not a single
child in my constituency who had
been able to enter the university at
Peradeniya. In December 1964, I am
glad to state that in one school alone
in my area twenty-five children have
been successful in the University
Entrance examination. I should like
to place this on record as a matter of
pride, and to thank the Government
and to hope that it will continue the
efforts of the former Government to
take education to the rural areas.

aé S8wemE
(Qzarrar milwuGsrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Thanks to the U. N. P. Govern-
ment’s free education scheme.

. &%, 2.37

&51d cwBen D,

(Bm. Quigy” Qerdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

This Supplementary Estimate has
become necessary as a result of extra
expenditure incurred on account of
the fact that a larger number of per-
sons have sat the examination than
originally anticipated. This is an
aspect of the matter which, I think,
hon. Members of this House do not
give sufficient attention to in the
course of the Budget Debates. The
fact is that, as a result of the ex-
panding population of this counfry,
the activities of a large number of
Government departments, too, tend
to expand. One of the departments
in which this expansion reflects itself
in a particularly unhappy way is the
Department of Examinations.

1 want, on this occasion, to go down
on record as paying a tribute to the
former Commissioner of Exami-
nations, who retired last year, and
the present Commissioner of Exami-
nations. They have both done a very
valuable job, and I think the value

Bewidn 5785 edaces
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of their work 1s hardly recognized by
the public because the public is made
aware of the Department of Exami-
nations and its existence only when
somebody has a complaint to make.

When over a lakh, even two lakhs
of students sit an examination and
there are three or four instances
when some kind of irregularity takes
place, then the entire department
comes under fire in the press and in
public, and there is a big uproar
created over the tact that the Depart-
ment of Examinations is not all that
it should be. I went into this matter.
I went to the department and had a
look for myself. I saw all the diffi-
culties. While I still say that we have
a right to complain when irregulari-
ties do occur, I must confess that I
am not at all surprised that they
should occur. What I am more sur-
prised at is that they are so few, be-
cause the conditions under which the
department functions are certainly
below what ought to be the conditions
that prevail in a department like
that. The labour provided is not
sufficient—clerical labour as well as
other labour. It is sometimes for-
gotten that the Department of Exami-
nations cannot employ the entire staff
for the purpose of conducting exami-
nations throughout the Island. They
have to draw from the schools. And
when they draw from the schools for
the purposes of having the papers
set, the papers corrected, and invigi-
lation done, at all three points it is
possible that there may be one or two
instances of a person not behaving as
he or she ought to behave and per-
haps doing something which is not
quite fair or proper by other exami-
nees. I want to make this point be-
cause I say that, whatever pre-
caution the Department of Examina-
tions exercises, it is not possible to
prevent one or two little mistakes
being made in the course of a wide
examination throughout the Island.
Therefore, I think we must exercise
a little sympathy when talking of
this department.

On the other hand, there is some-
thing that is done which has to be
corrected. I found that there is no
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attempt made to explore the possibi-
lity of reducing the human labour
employed there by adopting mecha-
nized methods. I do not think a
proper investigation has been done to
find out to what extent mechaniza-
tion is possible. It can relieve a large
number of employees in the depart-
ment of the drudgery of entering up
the same sets of names over and over
again in the various lists, the entering
of marks, and the computing of re-
sults of those marks. The labour in-
volved is of the kind which, I think,
kills the human spirit. I say it is
necessary to extend some sympathy
to these people particularly when
there is an increasing number of stu-
dents sitting for examinations year
after year, and I would kindly re-
quest the Hon. Minister to explore
the possibility of mechanizing the
department as early as possible.
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Why not take up the question with
the Vice-Chancellor and discuss it ?

a& E8wemE e
(Qaonrras wiluGsmaw)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

The Vice-Chancellor puts it on the
University Senate.

fed, d. Do DLTMNnwk S,
(B(m. eril. oyf. L w6 LIehTL I pTiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Have you discussed it with, ,the
Vice-Chancellor ?
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(Qaorras FilLQSTM)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I have discussed the matter and he
says he cannot do anything as long
as the Senate thinks otherwise, and I
cannot meet every Senate Member.
The Senate Members should consider
the request, if they are intelligent
men.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : WAGES AND

OTHER ALLOWANCES TO SURVEY
DEPARTMENT LABOURERS

ad 8. 8. ¢ BED (929, n8@&de
SeC BC @OF m wNTNWD)

(Qaorras &. (F. 15 Dooir—arent], B
Lirgar, ATdlene DyenindEhD FOL (PSS
a(THLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

I move,

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees Four hundred and
seventy-five thousand (Rs. 475,000) be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of
Ceylon, or any other fund or moneys of,
or at the disposal of, the Government of
Ceylon, or from the proceeds of any loans
obtained by the Government of Ceylon,
for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1st October 1964, and end-
ing on 30th September 1965, and that the
said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.
Head 75—Survey Department.
Vote No.: 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expendi-
ture .. 475,000”

The facts are these. The Surveyor-
General has a regular cadre of 5,550
monthly-paid labourers and their
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wages and allowances are met from
provision under Head 75, Survey
Department, Vote 2, Sub-head 10—
Wages and allowances of 5,550 Field
labourers. In addition, he also em-
ploys the following labour on a tem-
porary and casual basis: (a) Regis-
tered monthly-paid labourers who
are employed seasonally for a period
of 3 to 4 months between June and
September, about 450 ; (b) Shikaris,
tappal labourers, substitutes for
absentees and casual camp labourers
about 250.

These labourers are also paid from
the provision in the above mentioned
sub-head. At the time of the prepara-
tion of the Draft Estimates for 1964-
65 the probable amount required for
payment of wages and allowances to
these labourers was estimated at
Rs. 10,500,000. However, in order to
keep the total estimated expenditure
under recurrent and capital votes
within the sum of Rs. 21,000,000
allocated to the Survey Department
for 1964-65, the amounts estimated
under the various sub-heads of the
votes were pruned down and in that
process the sum asked for under Vote
2, Sub-head 10, was cut down to
Rs. 9,800,000. This sum is now found
to be totally inadequate. The actual
expenditure for the year 1963-64 was
Rs. 10,498,550. The expenditure up
to the end of March 1965 is
- Rs. 5,016,120. The labour force is per-
manently in the department except
for 250 casual labourers.

The balance sum of Rs. 4,783,880
available under Sub-head 10 is grossly
inadequate to pay the regular cadre
of labourers for the period April to
September, and about 200 Shikaris
and 450 additional registered labour-
ers required at the beginning of the
field season from June to Septemb-
ber. The total revised estimate for
the current financial year is
Rs. 10,575,000 inclusive of a sum of
Rs. 75,000 required to pay the in-
crease in the wages and allowances
due to the increase in the rate of in-
crement from Rs. 12 to Rs. 30 per
annum in terms of Treasury Circular
No. 653 of 8.10.64. This is Rs. 775,000
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in excess of the sanctioned provision
of Rs. 9,800,000 and has now become
urgently necessary. As a sum of
Rs. 300,000 is anticipated as savings
under Vote 1, a supplementary sum
of Rs. 475,000 only is requested.

The total labour force was, there-
fore, of permanent men, and they
were getting an increased allowance
under Treasury Circular No. 653. And
further, we could not cut down the
work because, as you are aware, there
is an investigation of the Mahaveli-
ganga project by a U.N. Special Fund
team, and the Udawalawe work has
also to be done pretty fast. The land
is blocked out for survey, and the
labour force has also increased.
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Mr. Speaker, regarding classifica-
tion of requisitions, the normal
practice is that when a land has to
be surveyed, the requisition has to
be sent all the way to the Surveyor-
General for classification. He has a
system of classification under (a),
(b), (¢), and so on. I would request
the Minister, now that there are
Survey Superintendents in charge of
divisions, whether these requisitions
could not be classified by the respec-
tive Survey Superintendents, there-
by avoiding unnecessary delay in
having to send them to the
Surveyor-General,

@ 8 8 ¢ 8>
(Qzerrar 2. (. 19. staur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is the present arrangement.

DS BN 62N S

(Furprust seuiser)

(Mr. Speaker)
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(Bs. Quie. QamiieFr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Supplementary Estimate has
become necessary as a result of a
revision of the estimates for the
current year, thereby increasing it
from Rs. 9,800,000 to Rs. 10,575,000.
The increase has come as a result of
inadequate provision having been
made in the current estimates for
the payment of labour employed by
the department. In respect of one
section of these employees the Minis-
ter has followed a Treasury directive
flowing from a Budget announcement
of the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) when he was
Minister of Finance, namely, en-
hancement of the rate of increment
from Rs. 12 to Rs. 30 a year by the
multiplication of the rate of incre-
ment by 2% for the lower section of
the labour grades. This has resulted
in an increased expenditure of
Rs. 175,000.

Now, while the Minister has
followed the Treasury directive in
that matter, I want to ask why he
has also not followed the Treasury
directive in regard to another section
of his employees, namely, draughts-
men employed at Kirula Road. There
were a number of matters brought
to the notice of the Minister of
Finance last year, and he recom-
mended that some action should he
taken i towards implementing them,
and they were sent to the Controller
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of Establishments. I do not know
what happened after that, but, if
there has been any directive in that
matter, why has the Minister not
followed it up ? If no directive has
come from the Treasury, is he
prepared to direct the Treasury to
see that a directive is given in regard
to this particular matter ?

The enhanced expenditure, we
have found, comes in this way.
Apparently, the Treasury at the for-
mulation of the estimates, had
decided to cut down the amount the
Minister had asked for. If they
were going upon the estimates of the
previous year, and in the previous
year the expenditure was found to
have been Rs. 10,498,150, then, on
that basis, at any pruning of the esti-
mates, surely one does not engage in
any kind of uniform cut all round,
because there are some items that
cannot be reduced if you were keep-
ing the same staff going and you
were not going to reduce the staff.
You may perhaps reduce your over-
time bill, but allowances are bound
to increase, increments are likely to
cause the wages bill to go up, so that
pruning a sub-head which carries
wages and salaries, unless there is an
intention to retrench staff, be-
comes meaningless. That is why I
say that this type of pruning creates
unnecessary complications of having
to come to this House for a Supple-
mentary Estimate as a result of in-
correct budgeting in the first in-
stance, incorrect formulation of
estimates. Where the estimates are
submitted to the Treasury and the
matter is discussed, surely, when a
pruning is demanded—I believe the
Treasury has the right——

a5 o&. @d. wdAD
(Cserres GCeg. gyi. epuwioui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
This was your Budget.

DE5ND B D,

(8. Qui@)’ QeriiFr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Granted. But it was the same

Hon. Minister that discussed,  the
matter with the Treasury.nbioam
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entirely in sympathy with the
Finance Minister if he wanted to
prune the estimates submitted by
this Minister! That 1is another
aspect of the matter. But where the
sub-head is in respect of labour and
your staff is known and there is no
intention of a reduction of staff, then
the Minister had to protest and say :
I have to pay these wages and
salaries in the course of this year.
Prune it somewhere else; use the
axe somewhere else. That, I think,
was the duty of the Hon. Minister.
That is why I want to point this out.
This is the kind of thing which un-
necessarily multiplies work—having
these estimates prepared, sending
them to the Treasury, then coming
back to this House and taking up the
valuable time of this honourable
House—purely on account of a mis-
taken kind of cut that was made in
the first instance which could have
been avoided.

These are the two matters I wanted
to bring to the notice of the Minister
—first, in regard to this matter of
draughtsmen ; second, in regard to
the correct formulation of the annual
estimates for the year.

&. &0, = 2 1
o B. &8 & B8 D

(Czerreu €. 19. 19 Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The strength of the Survey Depart-
ment has been considerably in-
creased. In 1956 when I became
Minister of Lands the total strength
was under 300 surveyors. Now we
have over 700. The increase is about
100 per annum. I have been able to
increase the training school number
to 100 and we are now going to in-
crease it to 200. Under the Colombo
Plan, we are hoping to have a Survey
Training Centre for underdeveloped
countries including ourselves. Then
if there are 200 at the centre, there
can be 100 for us and 100 for other
countries.

But we find that the work is in-
creasing rapidly and in the near
future it is bound to increase some
moreowhen grants are given.
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I fully accept what the hon. Mem-
ber for Anuradhapura (Mr. K. B.
Ratnayake) said about allotting more
surveyors to each Kkachcheri. The
hon. Member is quite experienced in
these matters. It must be remem-
bered that a surveyor has 8 or 10
labourers in his party and with the
increase of surveyors there must be
an increase of labourers.—[Interrup-
tion]. I am all for cutting down red
tape.—[Interruption]. In the case of
an ordinary blocking out, if it is 2%
or 3 acres it does not matter. That
degree of accuracy is enough.

This question of making the work-
ers permanent has been brought to
my notice by the Hon. Minister of
Communications. A man should be-
come permanent after 10 or 20 years
of service. They work under very
atrocious conditions. They have to
work in the jungles and are at the
mercy of wild animals.

&5Y 5063 Do

(B 75@wss)
(Mr. Ratnayake)

They have no family life at all.
o 8. 8 ¢ 8

(Oserres &. (3. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That I do not know. I am unable
to comment on that point.

-~ The other matter is the one raised
by the hon. Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa) in regard
to draughtsmen. I do not know
exactly what has happened. I know
I recommended that the increments
be granted to them. I shall pursue
this matter and see what has
happened.

The cut in the estimates of the
Survey Department has been very
severe. We have cut down the pro-
vision made for a number of super-
intendents, assistant superintendents
and survey labourers. The provision
made for the purchase of instru-
ments, tools, canvas tents, and
repairs has also been cut down.

gl e BRum Y, wmud®dm S,
ey elf&sIULD ah ms6sTeTariiLLL .
Question put, and agreed, to,
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SUPPLEMENTARY SvuppLy: CosT OF
IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT
LosT BY FIRE

&. &, 3.20
ad 8 8. ¢ BED

(Qaerrar &. (F. 19 Sevour)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees Six million five hundred
and seven thousand eight hundred and
thirty-seven (Rs. 6,507,837) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund of Ceylon,
or any other fund or moneys of, or at
the disposal of, the Government of Cey-
lon, or from the proceeds of any loans
obtained by the Government of Ceylon,
for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1st October 1964, and end-
ing on 30th September 1965, and that the
said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.
Head 77—Irrigation Depart-
ment.
Vote NWo. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture 6,507,837 ”

A fire of considerable magnitude
occurred within the main stores hous-
ing spare parts of machinery at the
Irrigation Department Mechanical
Branch, Ratmalana, on January 15,
1960, resulting in extensive damage
to materials, equipment and spare
parts of machinery. The police and
the Government Analyst who inves-
tigated into the cause of the fire had
ultimately reported as follows :

“The fire may have been accidental
but the possibility of anyone starting a
small fire or leaving a slow acting flame
before closing this section of the stores
eannot _be ruled out”.
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A special board of survey con-
sisting of the Assistant Factory Engi-
neer (Chairman), a representative
of the Treasury and four officers
from this department was appointed
by the Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of Land, Irrigation and
Power in January 1960 to supervise
salvage operations, to take stock of
the serviceable stores and to make
recommendations for the disposal of
the unserviceable stores. An officer
from the Audit Department served as
an observer.

On completion of the survey, the
total loss by this fire including the
damage to furniture, etc., was ascer-
tained to be Rs. 6,556,193. Of this sum,
Rs. 6,507,837 is the cost of spare parts
bought out of the Advance Account
described in Item No. 67, Estimates
1964-65, Part II, Advance Account
Activities as Advance Account for
the Purchase of Stores, Mechanical
Branch, Ratmalana.

Authority of the Secretary to the
Treasury was obtained to write off
this loss but according to the accoun-
ting procedure the value of the spare
parts lost, viz., Rs. 6,507,837, has to be
credited to the Advance Account
which financed their purchase. As
savings to meet this amount cannot
be found from any of the votes under
Head 77, Irrigation Department, to
settle this sum a supplementary sum
of Rs. 6,507,837 is requested.

I may add that I have given some
ithought to this matter. The police in-
quired into this matter first and then
a committee of officials investigated
the matter. The Assistant Factory
Engineer who is not a member of the
Irrigation Department was one of the
members of this committee. We have
not been able to clearly establish any
illegal act which may have caused
this fire. I am personally not satisfied
about 'this whole thing. I cannot say
how this fire started. This fire took
place in January 1960.

gl e B8 @WEm»
al@ e1®d BlwbuiGLIHm &l
Question proposed.

Bewuldm x5 DeAVCH

612
B8udm 8eC
. 8 @8, 8bedné dw. (6¢BDSD)
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ol pp)
(Mr.
wita)

There is no Quorum, Sir.

D. P. R. Weerasekera—Dehio-

5 R WACH weasY oD BB ELhwn
@D Yewsd, oAl B8m wde BHOSO Bewla
RSP0 Bewio @é CE.

oEd etpliaes DAY —
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Queirg se_g@e Sila) wenll 2igsaiu e amE

Qe 2plemoruSILiLi’L G.
Uipg poptedr QG5HSss@e0—

House counted, and a Quorum mnot
being present, the Division Bells were
ordered to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present—

g. oo, 3.23

@CH € 9gaias Y.
(‘Q@ Glovewat (&R Ul S6T )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

This Estimate for the expenditure
of Rs. 6% million, as the Hon. Minister
explained, is to cover losses caused by
a fire that took place five years ago.
Apart from Rs. 50 which is [the loss
caused to furniture, the other Rs. 63
million is due to losses caused to
spare parts. It does strike one
that this seems to be a very large
amount of spare parts to lose even in
a fire of such considerable dimensions
as the fire that took place. This is a
fire that took place in the Mechanical
Branch of the Irrigation Department
at Ratmalana. It is well known that
there has been a terrific amount of
waste and unnecessary expenditure in
this department. I think, the reason
why the loss is so great is that
these people have been stocking far
too many spare parts.

I remember the Hon. Minister some
time ago appointed a committee pre-
cisely to investigate into wastage,
stocking of excessive spare parts, etc.,
in this Mechanical Department. I
believe, the reporit has now been pro-
ducad. Occasionally we see sections
of that report published in the press
saying that we have enough spares to
last for a hundred years and all kinds
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of things. I think, it was during the
Budget Debate that the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera)
requested the Hon. Minister lto pub-
lish this report and, if my recollection
is correct, he said he would consider
it. The newspapers have been put-
ting out sections of this report.

We in this House would like to
know whait this report is because it
. i1s a matter that concerns money
- of the taxpayers of this country and
it may be that it has some positive re-
commendations made with regard ito
how to avoid waste like this in the
future. Therefore, I would like to
learn from the Hon. Minister whether
he can arrange for the early publica-
tion of this report for the knowledge
of this House.

g. om. 3.25

oo & 8. ¢ 8>

(Osersen &. (F. 19 Hevour)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

As I said, I was not satisfied not
only with the handling of the stores
and the fire but with the working of
the mechanical branch and I there-
fore wanted a complete inquiry. A
very useful report was given to me.
I am investigating our ability to im-
plement the recommendations because
it suggested that certain officers
should be obtained from outside to
staff this department—some of them.
I have first to submit that report to
the Cabinet and after that I will pub-
lish it. T have no objection. It is a
very useful document.

eCW € ©9HIIAND Ow,
(,@@. Glevened (ST GIT F6or )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Can we accept that as an assurance
that it will be published ?

a& 8. 8 ¢ 8D

(Caarres @. (F. 9 Bovar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I will do it. There is nothing to
hide. I want to publish it because the
position is not as bad as we thought
it to be. In fact, the department itself
has taken subsequent measures which
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have been very useful. I think I will
publish it.
g ww SRum Y, wBmuddm 8.
@ SessULLE anpsblEnaTeniulLg.
Question put, and agreed to.
SOGoD YeE : ks eeden
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LI1g S(@HLD
SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : MINISTRY OF

SOCIAL SERVICES : SALARIES AND
ALLOWANCES OF STAFF

&. e, 3.27

ad 9xY. 88, &. 28, wiiamds »
(3@ aed D @8)

(Qa@orral Grér. er&. ar. orth. &HER)T &eT—
seps Cormar gyemwsar)

(The Hon. N. H. A. M. Karunaratne—
Minister of Social Services)

I move,

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees Six thousand four
hundred and sixty-seven (Rs. 6,467) be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of
Ceylon or any other fund or moneys of,
or at the disposal of, the Government of
Ceylon, or from the proceeds of any loans
obtained by the Government of Ceylon,
for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1lst October 1964, and end-
ing on 30th September, 1965, and that the
said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto : —

Schedule

h Rs.
Head 160—DMinister of Social
Services.
Vote No. 1—Personal emolu-
ments and other allowances
of staff e 6,467 ”

I should like, very briefly, to give
an explanation as to why this Supple-
mentary Vote is necessary for the
information of all hon. Members.

You are aware that at a certain
earlier stage all cultural matters were
administered by the Social Services
Ministry, namely, the present Minis-
try. Then, at a later stage, this sub-
Ject was separated and attached to

2055
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the Education Ministry and, in that
process, a portion of the staff of the
Social Services Ministry had to be
transferred while some were retained.
Under Head 160, Vote 1, the money
that was voted was insufficient for
the payment of salaries and various
other allowances pertaining to these
officers and therefore it was necessary
that a Supplementary Vote should be
obtained.

I hope this is non-controversial and
I seek the approval of the House.

Y »es BB WE® GE.
e @S HwbuLIGUD DS
Question proposed.

&. &, 3.29

eCH € 9HIIND dw.

(,@@j Qavewall (&G UIT o )
(Mr, Leslie Goonewardene)

I raise this as a matter of informa-
tion and not as a matter of contro-
versy. As the Hon. Minister ex-
plained, this Vote has become neces-
sary because of the transfer of the
Department of Culture, which was in
the Ministry of Social Services, to the
Ministry of Education. We would like
to have enlightenment as to the rea-
son for this transfer, whether the
Hon. Minister of Social Services was
held not to be fit enough to be in
charge of culture or whether the
Minister of FEducation, for some
mysterious reason which I cannot
define, was held to be suitably
eminent to be in charge of it.

aé Y. 8. &l 8. G MW B
(Qaerrey Grevw. 6. aI. GTib. SHE@NT Ger)
(The Hon. N. H. A. M. Karunaratne)

I am sure I am quite competent to
handle the work of the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs as well. It was a
decision of the Hon. Prime Minister
that cultural matters should be
attached to the Ministry of Education,
and I very respectfully accepted that
part of the work that has been alloted
tfo me.

gy e Bum» ¢, uwmud®m Ba.
Al NENssIUL® erph mELsTeneTiUlL 5.

Question put, and agreed to.
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : PuBLIC
WoRrkS DEPARTMENT : MAINTENANCE
orF BuiLbINGs, Erc.

O ©eD® cwdrnd wwmuddm Sa:
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Resolved :

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceedings Rupees Three hundred thousand
(Rs. 300,000) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
fund or mongeys of, or at the disposal of,
the Government of Ceylon, or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service of
the financial year beginning on 1lst
October 1964, and ending on 30th
September 1965, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hersto :—

Schedule
: 4 s
Head 156—Public Works De-
partment.
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture 300,000 ”

[b%68 &B, @ o 858 weedm G@B
050 b o 8. LwddAm]

s8go® YeG:
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@op progys Qsres: sure, SEEL
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : DEPART-
MENT OF PosTS AND TELECOMMUNICA-
TIONS

od o6& @l. FwdIAB
(Qaerorey Ceg. . egueiiGer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I move,

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees Two million eight hun-
dred and twenty four thousand
(Rs. 2,824,000) be payable out of the
Consolidated Fund of Ceylon, or any
other fund or moneys of, or at the dis-
posal of, the Government of Ceylon, or


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

617
s8yém e

from the proceeds of any loans obtained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the
service of the financial year beginning on
1st October 1964, and ending on -30th
September 1965, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.
Head 168—Department of
Posts and Telecommunica-
tions.
Vote No.l—Personal emolu-
ments and other allowances
of staff o 673,000
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture 2,151,600
2.824.000 ”

This is an additional sum required
for various items under personal
emoluments and other allowances of
staff and administration charges;
overtime, Sunday pay, travelling,
stationery, conveyance of mails,
electric current, and so on.

s B wmBYD Dé» GE
el @er @ Slw bu@um D gl.
Question proposed.

3. g ARE wd O,

le))

(8ap. ortb. L1 LTEE T  LrESTr—
G@@a}%\))

(Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar-—Beru-
wala)

In this connection I would like to
bring to the notice of the Hon. Minis-
ter that there are certain matters on
which we have made representations
to him but no action has been taken
so far. I would like to mention in
particular the Beruwala postal trunk
service, which is out of order even
 today. Several representations have
been made on this mater. We have
seen the Hon. Minister but no action
has been taken. I only want to draw
his attention to this question.

¢ omBe BOVERD .

(8. 9. Qerisr & e ser)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I would like to know what the

position is about the Colombo Cen-
tral Exchange. I think, the delay

(ed&
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in giving new connections may be due
to the central exchange not function-
ing fully. I would like to know the
present position.

eCH € §PILAD .

(8. Gavewel] @Gewraur gar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardeng)

There is a matter in relation to the
Department of Telecommunications
which I happened to raise during the
course of the Budget Debate. I think
I was promised, by way of reply, that
it would be looked into. This matter
related to the peculiar failure of the
department on the apportionment
and removal of telephones. 1 drew
attention on that occasion to the fact
that there was a daily newspaper
which had recently been started in
Ceylon by the name of “ Jana Dina ”
which had applied for a telephone
but was told that there was no loop
in Maradana, and so a telephone
could not be obtained. It so happened
that, on the same road not very dis-
tant from the building in which the
newspaper is being produced, is the
office of the Lanka Estate Workers’
Union which has a telephone. This
union seeing the plight of the news-
paper—as you know daily newspapers
cannot continue to function without
a telephone—agreed to give an ex-
tension. The usual procedure was
followed by the department and an
extension was granted from a part of
this premises which is about 150 yards
away. No sooner the extension was
granted the Telecommunications
Department said that unless the union
immediately paid up the bill—a sum
of Rs. 2,900 by way of telephone
arrears—they were going to cut that
telephone. In point of fact, that tele-
phone was cut. It is a very peculiar
coincidence that these two matters
should have come together. We are
also aware of the fact—I drew atten-
tion to this earlier—that a bill for
Rs. 12,000 owned by another trade
union, the Ceylon Workers’ Congress,
of which the president is the hon.
Appointed Member, Mr. Thondaman
remained unsettled but that telephone
continued to function daily without
even a threat to cut it. When
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I mentioned this matter, I be-
lieve the Hon. Minister promised to
look into the question of the partial
behaviour, because the interpretation
I gave was that the Government was
using its power and position in order
to suppress the freedom of the press
for which they were supposed to have
fought the last elections. I would
like to have a reply to this very
interesting phenomenon.

S. 8. 8. el @,
(8. M. 9. erip. Canrg )
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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(Mr. Ratnayake)

I would like to bring to the notice
of the Hon. Minister the question of
the switch-board at the Anuradha-
pura Post Office. I am told that this
switch-board is one from some other
post office—I do not really know from
which post office—which had been
discarded. It has been fixed at the
Anuradhapura Post Office. In Anu-
radhapura there are a number of
people who are on the waiting list to
get telephone connections, but so far
they have not been able to get them.
I made inquiries and I find that the
reason for this is that the switch-
board there cannot accommodate any
additional lines. In fact, the hon.
Member for® Minuwangoda (Mr. de
Zoysa Siriwardena) when he was the
Minister in charge, was taken by me
to the Anuradhapura Post Office. I
showed him the conditions prevailing
there and he promised me that action
would be taken very soon to replace
the present out-dated switch-board
in the Anuradhapura Post Office with
a new one. Anuradhapura is a grow-
ing and expanding town, and, I think,
it is nothing but right that this matter
should receive the urgent considera-
tion of the present Government.

The other matter is this: Of late,
we find a lot of inter-connections all
over Anuradhapura. When you are
engaged in a conversation over the
. telephone all of a sudden you find
that there are two or three other
people also engaged on the same line.
I feel that there is something radic-
ally wrong with the set-up at
Anuradhapura. I wish the Hon.
Minister will kindly look into this
matter.

I find that for the last two years
no telephone connections have been
given to the specialists at the
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Anuradhapura Hospital. We have
about seven specialists at the Anura-
dhapura Hospital and because they
have not been provided with quarters
they are living in rented houses
belonging to private individuals. I
know that the Health Department
every year has been requesting the
Telecommunications Department to
provide them with telephone connec-
tions. The Telecommunications De-
partment has always been telling
them that their difficulty in giving
telephone connections is that the
switch-board at the Anuradhapura
Post Office cannot accommodate
additional lines. Very recently when
the Hon. Minister of Health, along
with the Hon. Minister of Communi-
cations, visited Anuradhapura, we
brought it to their notice. I think, the
Health Department has been writing
to the Telecommunications Depart-
ment time and again in regard to this
matter. I would, therefore, request
the Hon. Minister of Communications
to give top priority to the question of
providing telephone facilities to these
specialists stationed at Anuradhapura
Hospital.

In the Anuradhapura District we
find a number of sub-post offices
along the main trunk roads which
do not have telephone facilities and
despite the fact that this matter was
brought to the notice of the previous
Government time and again nothing
seems to have been done. I hope I
will be successful with the present
Government. Therefore, I ~ would
request this Government kindly to
see that those sub-post offices which
are on the main roads, where tele-
phone lines are running, are provided
with telephone facilities. I request
that this matter be given priority
when telephone connections are
given, otherwise you will find people
having to travel on an average

twenty to thirty miles to send a
telegram.

Finally, I request the Hon. Minister
to kindly give his earnest considera-
tion to these matters that T have
raised.
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(8. Quie. Qerwusr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

There is one matter I wish to refer
to and that is that these sums are
being required to meet the past
payments in shifting telephone con-
nections and a number of items of
work at that time.

I wish to ask the Hon. Minister
about the position regarding the
Colombo South Exchange, the Have-
lock Town Exchange. A considerable
amount of money has been spent on
that exchange but the benefit that we
actually expected from that exchange
has not yet accrued to the residents
of the area or to any residents of
Colombo South. Then, Sir, there was
the entire Greater Colombo Scheme—
phased development of the telephone
system of Greater Colombo—which is
experiencing tremendous delays in
regard to its completion. I know, for
instance, Nugegoda and certain
sections of Mount Lavinia have now
been brought into this scheme in such
a way that they can come through
to Colombo by just dialling one
ficure on the dial; by dialling one
figure on the dial they get a trunk
line by means of which they can get
any other number in Colombo. But
if you happen to speak from outside
Colombo you will have to go through
“trunks”. Now this particular
anomaly, I am told, is due to the fact
that the necessary alterations at the
Central Exchange have not been
effected. This is a very unsatisfactory
state of affairs, particularly because
there is a section of Colombo South
in my constituency which comes
under the Nugegoda Exchange. I
think the Hon. Minister of State will
also agree with me that it is
extremely difficult when you have to
set through to a part of this consti-
tuency not by direct dialling but by
having to go through Trunks. Even
to get through to the Kirillapone
Police Station we have to go through
Trunks. I had been asking that the
Kirillapone Police Station be given a
direct line without waiting for the
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general transformation so that
Colombo could communicate with it.
My letter was received and a reply
to it states that it is receiving
sympathetic consideration, but sym-
pathy has not yet taken practical
form.

ofes’. @8, Ve’ SFNIsNGD Sash.
c (Dp. eTl. gy LW LGN TTpTLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Sympathy is there but no
consideration.

AE5HD B Do,

(8. Quire Qerdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I should like the Hon. Minister, or
any other Hon. Minister here present,
to find out from the Chief Telecom-
munications Engineer when sympathy
would take more concrete, practical
form.

&. . 3.50
8. ¥ ecoedsy Owi (O5F50d®)

(B af. a. sjeralarer—:Loear @)

(Mr. V. A. Alegacone—Mannar)

I should like to bring to the notice
of the Hon. Minister that in the
Mannar District there are no com-
munication facilities nor transport.
As a result when a person of a village
situated in this jungle area falls sick,
we are unable to get a telephone call
either to get a doctor or a car to take
the patient to the nearest hospital.

Periyamadu is a colony which was
started four or five years ago, and
there are about 3,000 people living
there. In fact, to go there one has
to travel 30 to 35 miles. If a person
falls sick here at Periyamadu there
are no communication facilities
either to summon a doctor or to get
transport to take the patient to the
nearest hospital. As a result these
people are badly handicapped.

There is another place called Ira-
naipokulam about 25 miles away
from Vavuniya, which is in my elec-
torate. There also the position is the
same.
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There is another place called Kun-
chikulam where there is the same
difficulty.

I have been agitating for telephone
facilities for these three places—
Periyamadu, Iranaipokulam and
Kunchikulam—for the last so many
~ years. Hon. Ministers have done
nothing, except to say it costs very

much and they cannot afford to-

spend the money. We should not
grudge this money but we should
provide the necessary communication
facilities which will make life
happier for the people of this area.

I therefore appeal to the Hon. Min-
ister to install telephone facilities in
these places.

&. o, 3.63
afef, @d. Dwed BeTDdérnem .

(Bl@. el eyr. Lwew LWL TrETLEs)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I also wish to raise a matter per-
taining to telephones. I think this is
a matter within the knowledge of the
Hon. Minister of State who once upon
a time represented the area I repre-
sent, namely Waturugama, which is
badly in need of telephones. It is
not a place very far from Colombo.
This area was represented first by
the Hon. Minister of State as part
of the Kelaniya constituency and
later by the hon. Member for Dam-
badeniya (Mr. R. G. Senanayake);
and now more fortunately this area
is represented by me.

¥

For the financial year 1964-65 pro-
vision was made in the Budget, I
think, of the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota (Dr. N. M. Perera), for a
certain number of sub-post offices,
including telephone facilities. Un-
fortunately, for some reason or
other connected with Government
accounting procedure, I have received
a communication from the Post-
master-General as well as the Hon.
Minister that it will not be possible
to do this out of the allocation pro-
vided for the financial year 1964-65,
but that he would consider sympa-
thetically—I think that was the
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phrase used—making provision for
it during the financial year 1965-66.
The Budget for 1965-66 has been
passed. I should like to place on
record the need for this particular
telephone. It is an urgent priority.
This is a very thickly populated area
—a matter within the knowledge of
the Hon. Minister of State. What-
ever Government is in office, it is
necessary that the persons living in
this area should be served.

There is one other matter. There
was a proposal made in 1957 or 1958,
which was partly implemented, to
run a telephone service from Kirin-
diwela in my constituency through
the Weliweriya exchange to Colombo.
For this purpose, substantial quanti-
ties of copper wire were laid, and I
believe the necessary connections
were practically organized to take
effect starting from that time.

At present all the telephones in the
Dompe constituency are connected
to Colombo through the Avissawella
exchange, but this results in inordi-
nate delay to get through to Colombo,
the delay sometimes being as much
as four to five hours. In order to
shorten that delay it was proposed to
run the service through the Weli-
weriya exchange. But nothing was
done about it. From day to day, as
time goes on, large quantities of the
copper wire are being stolen or des-
troyed. The Government should
take action either to remove the wire,
instead of keeping it there and tempt-
ing people to steal it, or—this is per-
haps the better thing to do—to com-
plete it and take it through the
Weliweriya exchange to Colombo. I
urge the Hon. Minister to take such
action as he considers necessary.

&. en. 3.56

OGS, 6&. @8 SuDB®

(Qaerrar Ceg. oy LT ger )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Hon. Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications and
his Parliamentary Secretary are both
away on public business in the East-
ern Province. I think the House
will realize that it is not possible for
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me to answer questions ranging from
Mannar in the north to Beruwela and
Panadura in the south and from
Colombo South and Dompe in the
West to Walapane in the East. I do
realize that there are many matters
connected with telephone and postal
facilities that need careful and
prompt attention. The Hon. Minister
is trying his best to satisfy all the
needs of hon. Members and their
constituencies. I shall bring all these
matters to his notice.

There is one matter that I am
aware of, and that is the construction
of the Central Telephone Exchange.
There have been many difficulties.
Lakhs of rupees worth of machinery
__very delicate, modern machinery—
which has come to Ceylon, ordered
by the previous Government, cannot
be installed, due to, I think, defects
in the building that is coming up for
the installation of that machinery.

& St g28asan ®w.

(Ba. 19 Qerwienr & Bleur gar )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Construction work on the building
has been stopped for the last six
months.

63651, eX, @”Jg $s08Q%

(Querras Gpg. . spuieli Se)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Qo far as I know, the building has
been condemned by engineers on
the ground that some of the higher
floors cannot contain the weight of
the machinery.

afed, 8. Desed DT DSBNG Den.
(8lm. orit. oyi. Lwow LI GRT LT T BITUI &S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is going to be condemned by
Mr. Wickramanayake.

@d, o @ BaDIA%

(Qaerrar Cgg. . spwai 6

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

There is now a court case involving
the Minister for taking possession of
that building and cancelling the con-
tract and giving it to some other

Bewddns OYE) SedACH
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contractor. There is the court case
as well as a commission of inquiry
going into not only that particular
grant of the tender but so many
other tenders that have been granted.
I think the Minister will see as far
as possible that the building is con-
structed, the repairs effected, and the
floors strengthened by new contrac-
tors, so that the delicate machinery
may be installed as quickly as
possible.

e omBen HODERD .

(B 19 Qerievr & Hleur e )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

The Greater Colombo telephone
scheme is held up because of this.

ad o, @d. LwudBAm

(Qsarrer Coy. QY. sueur ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The machinery had come but for
several months it was in the open,
exposed to the rain and other ele-
ments. It is now under protection.
How much of it is still usable I do
not know, but we have to bear the
cost ourselves—it has been handed
down to us.

s e deum ciy, vwaden Eo.
eley elGsEsuRuD n ThpIEQsneaTULLL S

Question put, and agreed to.

=85dm BLE : DY QOB
MBS EIRDBIB
@G@ppriyp Qgrens: s Qpruss
e e & gor g{:ﬁaﬁ'@‘a}ﬁ
SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : DEVELOP-
MENT OF KATUNAYAKE AIRPORT

oé nacded
(Qserra ap=mo®)
(The Hon. Hurulle)
I move,

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Five million eight
hundred thousand (Rs. 5,800,000) be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of
Ceylon, or any other fund or moneys of,
or at the disposal of, the Government of
Ceylon, or from the proceeds of any loans

obtained by the Government of Ceylon,
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for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1st October 1964, and end-
ing on 30th September 1965, and that the
said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto :—

Schedule
Rs.
Head 172—Civil Aviation.
Vote No. 7T—Economic Deve-
lopment—Recurrent Ex-
penditure . 5,800,000 ”

I will give the history of this in-
crease. Originally it was agreed that
the U. S. A. should construct this air-
port. Subsequently, due to aid being
stopped, the Government thought
that this should be handled by the
Public Works Department.

The original estimate was in the
region of Rs. 23 million. That was
prepared in 1959. The estimate was
increased to Rs. 29 million, for both
local and foreign expenses. This esti-
mate was prepared on the basis that
asphalt would be used and that
asphalt could be obtained from the
Middle East. Subsequently the con-
tract was handed over to the Cana-
dians, and with their assistance a
revised estimate was prepared. Now
the total cost has reached Rs. 56
million.

This extra Rs. 5,800,000 is being
asked for because the contractors
have completed the work ahead of
schedule. This work would normally
have been paid for in the financial
year 1965-66, but as the work has
been completed this financial year,
this Supplementary Estimate is being
brought, so that we could settle our
commitments.

s Do B8 D6 G
Ay a@®d L buiunma.

Question proposed.

cCty @ 9mDIAD .

(B . Cavovel] @ewreur ger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

We should congratulate everybody
concerned, particularly the Canadian
project manager, for the expedition
with which the work on the runway
has been completed. It is practically
complete now.
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I would like to know from the Hon.
Minister when he thinks the terminal

building will be completed. That is
one question. The other is, I have not

" been able to understand why a special

pass is necessary to enter the Katu-
nayake airport. I could well under-
stand such a situation if Katunayake
was not a civilian airport, if it was a
military airport as it was under the
R. A. F. I cannot see why all those
hindrances should be there now. It
may be necessary for the people of

this country to see somebody off at

Katunayake, and they would have to
go through this unnecessary trouble
of having to obtain a permit. There
is no other civilian airport of which
1 am aware that cannot be
approached by the public. I do not see
why this practice should econtinue
here.

o a&ced
(Qserres ap=mHea)
(The Hon. Hurulle)

I am grateful to the hon. Member
for Panadura for having raised these
two matters.

The terminal building is expected
to be completed by March 1967. We
have watched the way in which the
Canadian contractors work, and I
think we might be able to have the
work completed by the end of 1966.

With regard to the question of the
entry to Katunayake, I myself have
had that experience ; I have had to
prove my identity before I was
allowed to enter the place. That is
not at all satisfactory. We have given
thought to this and I think everyone
is agreed that this airport should be
taken over by the civilian adminis-
tration.

df. @d. Vwd DeFMémww S,
(Blap. oris. oyi. L wew LesTL rrsrwss )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

1t has already been taken over.
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od, aGced

(Qsersres an=(Hae )

(The Hon. Hurulle)

Not yet. At the moment, due to
this emergency, control of traffic
beyond a certain range is from Rat-
malana. The Air Force at Katunayake
is controlling traffic over Katunayake.

We hope to see that Katunayake
airport comes within civilian control
in the near future.

ofd. ed. Rty DT Mésnn Dw.

(Sw. eris. opr. L_wey LT rrpress)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Air Force training establish-
ment was taken to China Bay some
time back.

o8& adiced
(Qserres am=meve )
(The Hon. Hurulle)
Not yet.

¢ otm@n H8IAD Ow.

(B®. 19 Qerdienr & Per ser)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I would like to know what you

intend doing about the Colombo-
Katunayake road.

od a&ced

(Czerres am=mwHea)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

That is a matter for the Hon. Minis-
ter of Public Works, and I can assure
you that the Hon. Minister has started
work on dredging. and hopes to com-
plete the work within three years.

oG DY RDSewny
(Ozerres 9y sseur smeur)
(An hon. Member)

The railway also will be there
before that ?

o& aGaced

(Ozerrer an=mae)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

The railway is complete up to the
new terminal building site.

G’ M D0w®» G, swmud@m B,

aley) SNBssLCOuUn M amh miEQs e &.

Question put, and agreed to.

el @575 DeFDC®
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) &i@fgﬁu@‘@
enfliurerfler Cougeraps 19 DL &ERHLD

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY . PERSONAL
EMOLUMENTS, ETC., OF
RAILWAY STAFF

&. & 4.3

o& a&ced
(Oserres an=Here)
(The Hon. Hurulle)
I move,

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Six million three
hundred and three thousand eight hun-
dred and forty-five (Rs. 6,303,845) be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of
Ceylon, or any other fund of moneys of,
or at the disposal of, the Government of
Ceylon, or from the proceeds of any loans
obtained by the Government of Ceylon,
for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1st October 1964, and end-
beginning on 1st October 1964, and end-
ing on 30th September 1965, and that the
the Schedule hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.
Head 171—Railway.
Vote No. 1—Personal emolu-
ments and other allowances
of staff .. 1,326,985
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture .. 3,639,360
Vote No. 6—Economic Deve-
lopment—Recurrent Ex-
penditure . 1,337,500
6,303,845 "
The hon. Joint Member for

Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa),
while discussing a previous Supple-
mentary Estimate, inquired from the
Hon. Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power, why he did not anticipate cer-
tain committed expenditure. It looks
as if the policy earlier has been to cut,
wherever possible, even committed
expenditure. May be it was due to
financial reasons, but, nevertheless,
these are moneys that have to be paid.
For instance, under Sub-head 3, the
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provision is for the payment of rent
allowances, overtime, Sunday pay
and other miscellaneous allowances
due to the large number of vacancies
and absenteeism of the staff in the
Transportation Department. Addi-
tional provision has become necessary
under overtime. This expenditure
cannot be curtailed without a corres-
ponding reduction in the train ser-
vices. Provision was included in the
draft Estimates for 1964-65 in a sum
of Rs. 3,500,000. That is what was
asked for. But the amount sanction-
ed was Rs. 2,100,000. The actual ex-
penditure the previous year was
Rs. 3,090,000. This Supplementary.
Estimate is to cover the balance.

ofed. @&, Rwe D wérneD S,
(Blw. eris. Q. LWy LSTLTTBTILISS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

There are two other Votes.
about them ?

o& aGced

(Qaserros ap=m@wHo®)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

Provision under Sub-head 4 is for
the payment of travelling expenses
incurred as a result of annual trans-
fers, inspections, religious {festivals
at outstations. Here, too, we have not
been able to get what was asked for.
A certain cut was made by the then
Finance Minister and we had to ask
for this Supplementary Estimate to
cover the expenditure incurred.
Similarly, on incidental expenses.

afed, d. Rwid GTNSsNwE Dea.
(B eri. Sy, L_wiew LISRTL TTBriiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Vote 6—Economic Development,
Recurrent Expenditure ?

a& adced

(Oseorren ap=mea)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

Under Vote 6, you will find in the
explanation that additional provision
has become necessary due to the in-
crease in salaries consequent on the
grant of increments and due to the
transfer of electrical signalling work
to the Railway Department from the
Postal Department. The actual ex-
penditure under this sub-<head/ for

What
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1963-64 amounted to Rs. 13,028,461.
Sub-head 2 is in respect of cost of
living and special living allowances,
Sub-head 3 is in respect of other
allowances, that is rent allowances,
Sunday pay and overtime due to the
transfer of the electrical signalling
work to the Railway Department
from the Postal Department.

Sub-head 4 is for travelling. The
anticipated expenditure was
Rs. 1,494,000. Provision 'was made
only in a sum of Rs. 1,200,000. Here,
too, it is mainly for the payment of
batta to minor grades engaged in ur-
gent track repairs. The actual
expenditure on travelling during the
previous financial year was
Rs. 1,497,701.

Under sub-head 9 the anticipated
expenditure is Rs. 8,350,000 as against
a provision of Rs. 7,750,000. The cost
of all stores and materials used on
the maintenance of the track (exclud-
ing rails and sleepers), bridges,
signals, station buildings, bungalows
and offices and for major repairs to
locomotives, carriages and wagons is
charged to this sub-head. This ex-
penditure cannot be curtailed with-
out a corresponding reduction in the
services rendered by the Railway.
The actual expenditure under this
sub-head during  1963-64 was
Rs. 8,276,752,

I might also mention here that we
are having a shortage of locomotives.
The present locomotives are over 20
to 30 years old and unless urgent
repairs are done we cannot give a
satisfactory service to the public. A
new railway time table was prepared
some time ago and we have to cope
with the demands made on the train
services.

g e B8 =mém» GE

afl@) o1 B 5 wihuliGlubms.

Question proposed.

. . 440

AENd B k.

(Bm. Quiiey’ Qsrdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The first item mentioned by the
Minister was under Head 171, Vote

No.u1laiThe Minister stated that the
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original provision asked for at the
preparation of the Estimates had been
cut down, and now because they find
that under this particular sub-head
it has become necessary to expend
the sum of money which they had
originally asked for or something
near it, this additional sum is now
being asked for in order to bring up
the Vote to the anticipated expendi-
ture on the revised estimate.

Now, if the Minister will look at
these two figures, he will notice that

the amount sanctioned was
Rs. 2,100,000 He is asking for
Rs. 1,326,985. The two together

would make Rs. 3,426,985. On that
basis it falls short of what they say
was the expenditure during the year
1963-64. The expenditure during the
year 1963-64 was Rs. 3,590,000.
Obviously the amount that they had
asked for was Rs. 3,500,000 and this
falls short of it by some rupees. Was
there an anticipated saving of
Rs. 90,000 on this? Is there a
saving in expenditure as against the
expenditure incurred in 1963-64, or
is it likely that this amount will be
exceeded ? Because here, even with
the provision of a Supplementary
Estimate, if you are going to shoot
past this figure, you are providing
unnecessary work. It gets reflected
in the Treasury accounts, it gets com-
mented upon by the Auditor-General
as an excess, it is reported to this
honourable House, it goes before the
Public Accounts Committee, and two
or three years afterwards the Public
Accounts Committee reports it to this
House as an excess. Why ? Merely
because in the provision of the Sup-
plementary Estimate the Minister
has not asked for the correct amount.
The department is unable even on
the basis of calculation to ask for the
correct amount. Unnecessary cleri-
cal and other labour is involved in
this whole business and long proce-
dures are gone through because the
correct thing is not done.

I want to ask the Minister whether
this whole figure was properly
scrutinized by the department and
whether he is going to exceed this

HDewldm V5785 DeBDCH
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amount or not. On the showing
made in 1963-64, he is going to exceed
it.

The other matter I want to ask him
about is the last item included in the
Supplementaries and that is the
whole question of the electrical signal
system. This is connected with the
operation of the colour lights. When
the C.G.R. took over the entire colour
lights system there was a lot of re-
sistance from various quarters. At
the same time there appeared to be
some strange and unnatural hoodoo
attached to this colour lights system.
A number of failures occurred at the
start. There were some engine
drivers who were afraid to express
their fears ; they were afraid to take
the trains out. Some railway guards
were complaining that they could not
have any proper control over the
trains. Despite all this, the system
has worked over some years.

However, 1 want to ask the Hon.
Minister whether he is completely
satisfied about the manner in which
it is now operated. I know that
they have a very good staff with
excellent consciousness regarding
trade union rights and so on. They
have a very good, functioning trade
union which every year invites the
Minister of the day to the annual
general meeting of the unipn. I
think the hon. Member for Agala-
watta (Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)
graced their meeting last year and the
present Minister was entertained by
them just a couple of weeks ago.

These people who have been taken
on for this kind of work which is
something new were trained—some
of them—in the C. G. R. itself ; some
of them have come over from the
Telecommunications Department.
There was a certain grievance in
regard to the promotion prospects of
these people. That was a matter
that had to be adjusted. A number
of grievances had also arisen in
regard to the preparation of their
seniority list. I did all I could to
help them in ironing out some of
these differences by making the
necessary representations to the
persons concerned. What ultimately
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resulted from them I was unable to
find out because by the time these
things were considered I had gone
away from the Island and when I
came back I had no time to discuss
the matters in detail.

The members of the trade union
that entertained the Hon. Minister
are a set of young men doing very
valuable jobs involving tremendous
responsibility. It is a just complaint
that in the fixing of salary scales and
in the determination of their promo-
tion prospects due consideration has
not been paid to the fact that this is
something new which has been
started, and that their responsibilities
and their scales of salary have not
received the recognition that is due
to them. That is why under this
Vote I would like to plead with the
Hon. Minister to give these young
men’s representations the heed that
is required so that the matter may
be put on a proper footing.

With regard to the colour lights
system itself I should like the Hon.
Minister to make use of this oppor-
tunity to tell this House how far the
matter has progressed, how long he
anticipates that the change-over on
an Island-wide scale will take and to
what extent he expects this depart-
ment to be expanded to meet the
demands of this change-over. I
think it will be a pity if the Hon.
Minister does not give wus this
information when he seeks the
sanction of this House to incur the
extra expenditure involved in the
change-over as part of the growing
pains of a new section of the C. G. R.

g an. 447
fes, q2:|3. Red ST NENGD Do,

(8w, eris. QY. Lwew LT rrpruss)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I endorse completely the remarks
of my hon. Friend from Colombo
South. So I shall not repeat what
he has stated. I notice that most of
the money provision asked for under
all three votes—Vote No. 1, Vote
No. 2 and Vote No. 6—of Head 171
are still estimates only. All of them
are estimated figures of whato the
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Hon. Minister thinks will be required
for paying compensation to railway
victims, financing the publication of
books for the railway centenary, and
for all the other incidental things
for which he is asking for money.
He made the point that overtime
provision in the 1964-65 KEstimates
had been reduced by the then Hon.
Minister of Finance of the former
Coalition Government and by an
arrangement hbhetween the two
Ministers the provision was substan-
tially less than in the former year.
And what the Hon. Minister seeks
to do under Vote 1 is to build the
provision up to something very near
what the provision had been in the
earlier year 1963-64—short by about
Rs. 90,000 as pointed out by the hon.
Second Member for Colombo South.

DE5Md B .
(a5 Qui@’ QeriiFr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Joint Member for Colombo South.

ofed, @d, Vwed DEMSMGD Do,
(5. eris. QY. LWeh LT ITTBIiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am sorry, hon. Joint Member for
Colombo South. I do not intend to
tread on anyone’s corns.

As far as the actual point made is
concerned, I do not think anyone in
this House would really object to
voting this money, but I would like
to point out to the Hon. Minister
that there was a reason, as far as I
understood it, in what the Minister
of Finance was szeking to do in
1964-65. You may disagree with him,
you may disagree with his politics,
you may think of him as a Marxist—I
frankly do not. Leave that question
aside. The point I wish to make is this.

I think there was a general
principle in  practically every
Government department—if you
examine the Votes, the books and
the expenditure and revenue for
1964-65-—whereby overtime payments
were’drastically reduced. The reason
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was that every Government depart-
ment was instructed and required to
recruit the necessary staff to fill up
its cadres and not to maintain an
inflated overtime account. I think
my good Friend, the Hon. Minister
of Land, Irrigation and Power, was
at that time Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power in the Coalition
Government and he too participated
in those discussions of the Estimates.
I think he will agree with me that
the intention was to reduce—eradi-
cate if possible—overtime payments
by the recruitment of the necessary
staff to do the work, by introducing
shift systems if necessary and ensure
that the maximum number of people
in the country received employment
rather than that a few should be given
opportunities to make money on
overtime.

Now, that was a very laudable
objective. The Estimates were only
passed, I think, round about October
and I think our Government ceased
to exist by December. So, in
_the course of the two months avail-
able to the Coalition Government it
was really not possible to take
every practical step towards the
filling of all the cadres and to ensure
that overtime bills could be sub-
stantially reduced. The good inten-
tions, if at all, of the 1964-65
Estimates were not realized in
practice and we can quite understand
the Hon. Minister coming before this
House and telling us “ Your Esti-
mates were cut by the Ministry of
Finance, we have not been able to
keep within the targets, and there-
fore we have to come and ask for
more money once again”.

But what I would like to ask the
Hon. Minister is this. Does he in
principle accept the theory behind
the cut which was originally im-
posed in those Estimates on the
basis that we should fill our cadres
to the limits required to run a
modern railway service, if necessary
by employing people on different
shifts to serve at different times of
the day without having to pay over-
time to the same individualsooto
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perform the same services through-
out the day and the night and to
help a few people to earn money ?
In other words, the argument that
we thought fit at that time was that
it was better that a larger number
of people should receive regular
employment rather than that a few
should be favoured with their over-
time privileges and enabled to earn
perhaps double or treble what they
would normally earn according to
their salary scales.

The second point which I remem-
ber was discussed at that time by
our Government was this. Maybe
you will consider it a wrong idea, I
do not know. But if you consider it
a wrong idea, we will be quite
happy to discuss it and know your
reasons for rejecting it. One propo-
sal of the Minister of Finance at that
time, in consultation with his
Colleague, the Minister of Communi-
cations, Mr. Anil Moonesinghe, the
hon. Member for Agalawatta, was
that the railway really ran a com-
mercial service. It was a commercial
activity of the Government and being
a commercial activity of the Gov-
ernment in many ways the institu-
tional machinery of a Government
department was not perhaps the most
suitable way of running a railway.
In fact, in hardly any country in the
world today does a railway run as a
Government department.

Indeed, we were proud of the fact
that from British times we had one
of the finest railway services in the
Fast left to us as a legacy irom
ancient colonial times. Sometimes
even railways they could not sell to
any other part of the world were
dumped in Ceylon like the Kelani
Valley Line which was really a cen-
tury out of date even at the time it
was installed. It was running at a
loss from the wvery beginning, I
think, and it still runs at a loss. But
the fact remains that we have a
great deal to be proud of. The
railways were once upon a time the
best in the East. But teday I do not
think we can mention with any sense
of 'pride and with the same feeling


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

645
88ydm e

that the railway is doing wonder-
fully well. From the time of Sir
John Kotelawala when he was
Minister of Transport and Works we
had the recurrent story of losses year
by year, when the Minister used to
come before the State Council year
after year and tell hon. Members
then, “I am afraid the railway as a
Government department is unable to
run at a profit. I am afraid they are
running losses.”

The Minister of Finance last year,
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota,
made a suggestion—I thought it was
a valuable suggestion—that the
Government should seriously con-
sider the question of transforming
the railway into a modern corpora-
tion. I know this Government has
got its problems about nationalizing
new ventures. I am not asking you
to nationalize any new ventures.
I am not asking you to change the
shape and form of an existing
nationalized institution where you
have the nationalization in the
shape and form of a Govern-
ment department. I am asking you
to consider seriously whether that is
the best institutional form

oG’ € @enddam @w.
(8. Qavevell @emreur ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

It was a nationalized venture
originally.

ofd. @l Rwed AeTNdSsNnwm .
(B@m. erli. oyr. rwev UL rrpriiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Of course it was. It was a
nationalization always. I am asking
you to consider whether this institu-
tional shape and form of machinery
of a Government department is the
most satisfactory one for running a
commercial activity of this type. I
remember it was said once long ago
—I think it was Sir Cyril de Zoysa
who made the remark—“ Give me
the railway and I shall run it at a
profit for you within a year”. T am
not suggesting that we should do so
at all. I think Sir Cyril de Zoysa
could probably run that at a profit
within a year, and I think the price
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of running it would be too heavy a
burden even for the poor workers of
the Ceylon Government Railway.
What I am suggesting is that by
means of proper investment the
railways could be run at a profit—
without that investment you cannot
run a service—just as much as we
took the C. T. B. over and, running
it as a corporation, running it at a
loss it is true for a couple of years,
by making the proper investment in
that instance, by giving it a modern
fleet of buses, by giving proper
salary scales and employing the
proper staff, we have expanded the
service until it is capable of pro-
ducing Rs. 20 to Rs. 30 million profit
a year. That is the present situation.

The railway, we know, is running
at a loss but as far as the accounts
are concerned that is not how it is
shown. The revenue of the railway
i1s taken out and added as a revenue
item inte the Budget. The expendi-
ture on the railways is voted for by
Parliament as an item of expenditure
under the Ministry of Communica-
tions—Head 171. My respectful
submission is that that is not the
proper method of accounting. The
proper method would be to try to
run the railways out of the income
of the railways, and not to take in
ticket sales and chalk it up against
revenue on the one side in a com-
pletely different page of the estimate,
and then for the Government to {urn
round and say, “We are financing
the purchase of coal, of new locomo-
tives, the payment of staff ”. All this
is voted as recurrent expenditure of
the Government. The only way we
can run a commercial activity is to
make that activity commercially
efficient, and the only method of
making it commercially efficient is to
introduce an accounting procedure
and techniques of management suit-
able to a Government corporation,
capable of working within a modern
framework.

It may be that the Government
will have to make a good deal of
investment. I agree with the Hon.
Minister that we cannot run loco-
motives which are thirty and forty
yearscold even if they bear the names
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of ancient colonial governors. It is
high time that these ancient colonial
governors and these ancient engines
which are named after them are for-
gotten and consigned to the limbo of
past and forgotten things. I think we
have to start again with a new
venture.

We are particularly grateful that
the Government of Canada has given
the Ministry of Communications a
great deal of assistance for the build-
ing of the tarmac at Katunayake.
In the same way, I have no doubt
that the Colombo Plan authorities
will be willing to give you a number
of brand new locomotives as they
have already done very sensibly,
most generously, in the past.

So I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister, much as we are anxious to
give him this money for this year,
what action have you taken so far
to at least safeguard the future?
Could you give us a guarantee that
you will give your mind to these
things and get for us a new and
worthwhile service ?

The introduction of the colour
light signals merely as a new toy to
satisfy the vanities perhaps of an
engineering-conscious Mr. Rampala is
not enough to modernize railways. It
is satisfactory no doubt ; he has done
very well; but I do not thnk we
can treat this scientific novelty as
becoming part of the essence of an
efficient organization for the running
of the transport service so essential
to the needs of the nation.

One last matter. It is rather like
coming from the sublime to the ridi-
culous, but I think the standard of
cleanliness in the railway lavatories
requires a good deal of attention. It
merits some degree of consideration
although it is a small matter, and
I am therefore bringing it to the
notice of the Hon. Ministen:
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ad aaced
(QEerzay (@gy“ﬂ@é)s\))
(The Hon. Hurulle)

I do not think hon. Members want
me to reply. I will attend to all the
matters that have been raised.

gdme S0um cisd, uwmuddm Sa.
S alGssuQuUD m & hH piEEETETeTIULL .

Question put, and agreed to.

DO BRGNS

(gurprus; oyeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

We now come to item 18.

o S8wemE G

(Qserren FRwWGSTa®)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

QS DNBINGEWRNOBI, oz 18 clem
ecE GwIdrnd 9® gEluny WEMD.

of e, @b, Rww L W3NG Do,

(D5, erir. QY. Lwew LISHTLTTBTLIsEs)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Sir, we would like to discuss the
question of technical education fully.
We are meeting next week and I
think we can take up this matter
next week.

a& S8wemE G
(Qsarrey mifluQsreae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
This is very urgent.

fed, @8, Resed BT NN et

(Blm. eril. QY. L LIGHTL T ETLI&S )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We are prepared to give the money
that the Minister has asked for, but
we want to discuss the question of
technical education.

a& S8wenE ¢

(Qserres FRwsrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

You can discuss the matter fully
when the main proposals are
brought before this House. I will
give you ample time then to discuss
this.matter.
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ofed. 8. Vuwed DT NSENWD .
(8. 6Tl Q. Lwew LeRTL T pAaI&S)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

But, Sir, we want to discuss the
matter.

D BN S

(FUT pTwS; SyaurEer)

(Mr. Speaker)

The Hon. Minister is giving an
~assurance.

a& 38wemcE G
(Qeorrer FAlLQSTOD)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I will not give you hours but days
to discuss it.

Ofef. @d. Vwtd ATTWENGD Do
(Bqs. eris. QY. Lwew LIeTL_TTprués)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We want a discussion.

a& S8weemnE ¢
(Qaerra FiluGaTree)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

It is urgently required.

dfed. @l Destd BTSN D
(B eril. Qi Lwew LIewL 17 prii&s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We want to discuss it and it is
nothing but fair that it should be laid
by. We may put this as an item on
the Order Paper for next week.

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8C
(Qaerrar &. (F. 9. Hoveur)
(Hon. C. P. de Silva)

What about item No. 19.

ofef. @b, Resed LTSN Deaa.

(Bap. eris. Q. L Wew LIGRTL T Briiss)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

This is the only opportunity we get
to discuss individual departments
and make suggestions, and there-
fore I feel that that opportunity
should be given to us. Therefore, 'we
cannot take up these items.
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Motion made, and Question propos’ea,
“That the House do now adjourn’
[Hon. C. P. de Silva.]

3. D, 08. oo Dw«a.

(8. A. 9. erib. Canrs)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
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(B@- A. 9. erid. Canrs)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
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(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
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(8. . 9. erib. Canrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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(The Hon. Iriyzgolle)
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Question put, and agreed to.

oy o@aface &0 gPICED
@ w. 4360 g¢ I» wemn®@Be
em®, 1965 txf=@a3 28 @8®
gowsihe ¢ th 2 O gy ¢
Socd .

DG Feal, 2|Feugl QeErenmi
Brworerggebeoww, S.u. 4.36 &6,
1965 Qeoiiounr 28, QFeeumisBpeno
.U, 2 wafleuear 86 Perassubunma.

Adjourned accordingly at
436 p.m. until 2 p.m. on Tues-
day, 28th September, 1965
pursuant to the Resolution of
the House this Day.
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UNIVERSITY STATUS FOR ZAHIRA COLLEGE
536/65
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Qur ginssofler wer@e Qumerdle 5ibi9%

@ Gpsas QFlgererQserLians e
gpeurrr ? (7)) B56Csvastsers a1 &
S G5k &rnmﬂa@m o1 Car So_&Gas 19

BT 6{3@5:@55?;13:_;4@?@ 24 m@aﬁ{;ﬁ,@wnwﬁrs
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LT enSWT, B) 5T LUNSEE SLLGIDTE LOT M
Do F P el QUCLITep g Horers pL
aug send GomGlarereurrm ?

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that the public welcome his intention
to edtablish universities in Galle,
Kurunegala, Jaffna, etc ? (b) Is he
aware that the take-over of the only
big Muslim educational institution in
Ceylon, Zahira College, Colombo, was
followed by the announcement that
the inltention of the Government was
to convert it into a cultural univer-
sity ? (¢) Is he aware that his omis-
sion to make reference to the confer-
ring of university status on Zahira
College has caused grave misgivings
in the mind of lthe Ceylon Muslim
public ? (d) Will he now take early
action for this conversion as it can be
done almost within 24 hours on
account of the ready availability of
buildings and lands for the purpose ?

o ¢B8. 99, @b J. S8woem@ ¢
(GRmu® on BotdBe DOumn 88
B ¢ O8)

(Qsarras gg. erid. Yi. er. FALGETE®—

sevell, sardFrs lasrr e i)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural

Affairs)

(¢) sum. () @D, (9) =, (3)
8@ SemCw gAms®mn 8O¢ HE®
88Rec s ®e amd S¥ed wudNe
R0 0D 8D 5N NBBY 6@ B
ByE D2y ©® gOetd HedBE DG
G BN S,

(=) @od. () Y. (@) Gad. (+) L6
FRVEGSHPFE Svahlenis eflewSH1S @b Q& R&ar
sp
Curgr @l wib &LbLGSOTE GET LD
Qardlins apig.wim .

(a) No. (b) Yes. (¢) No. (d) As the
question of widening University
education is under review by the

governmenlt, nothing can be done on
this matter at present.
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g from month following date of payment
Half rates for 6 months. Each part
dvance to the SUPERINTENDENT, y

" Box, 500, Colombo 1.

Subsecriptions : 12 months commencin
Rs. 32.00 (uncorrected copies Rs. 35.00).
30 cents, by post 45 cents, payable in a

CoVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS BUREAU, P. 0
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