56 o) edw

€372 0a¢
3 O CIww

1964 &G 10

SI1ICEe@y De

(D)

BHewldy @9 @er)ced
HE )1

D G DS €5

E€asYom ¢ eMOBuw wemuy [B. 189] :
~ Control of Prices (Amendment) Bill
Fauna and Flora Protection (Amendment) Bill
NG AN DD [R. 190] :
WD cwidsng 88 ddew [0Fdm Ema] :
IDres WCE DD ce.
DC MICO ewlSsnd [, 292]


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

GzreD 56 10, @=%v 1964

@w. 3
LIT T 6V LO 63T 1) 611 611135 15 61T
(apetrent)

GrHBHsst Fau
s Panotaione 2 fléms

Slesnen eener S50

APFHBT(LPTHD wHNAILNGuHY WEFTHIEST [u. 189] :
Control of Prices (Amendment) Bill
Fauna and Flora Protection (Amendment) Bill

wsn GxsrHuPiarg Guss [u. 190] :
meTlusny 135ner allanrsio [apstrpid BGT)
Munsio phHmaubs Gubns

535 B snau I\ W%y [u. 292]

Volume 56 Friday,
No. 3 10th July, 1964

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
(HANSARD)
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
OFFICIAL REPORT

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

BILLS READ THE FIRST TIME [c. 189] :
Control of Prices (Amendment) Bill
Fauna and Flora Protection (Amendment) Bill

GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH [c. 190] :
Debate on the Address [Third Dayl
Debate Adjourned

ARDJOURNMENT MOTION [c. 292]


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

189
Y8 e Aoed def 8@

Bewidy 995 @enEwe
1964 €8 10 2 Bmdog

.. 100 957 a7 acw def 8. DS
D [08 By ymmsYe] Joruznsired B,

eIy ehy BEoOR
FrnGssiiu L. wCsr sréser

B1LLs PRESENTED

CONTROL OF PRICES (AMENDMENT) BILL
“to amend the Control of Prices Act”.
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FAUNA AND FLORA PROTECTION
(AMENDMENT) BILL

“to amend the Fauna and Flora
Protection Ordinance ”.
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

L.and, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)
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(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Second
Colombo Central)

The agreement reached at the
Leaders’ meeting was that on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday the
Debate can continue with the con-
sent of the House till 9 p.M. You
will notice that, according to the
Motion, Mr. Speaker can adjourn the
House without Question put. I would
like to have an assurance from
the Leader of the House that the
agreement reached will be carried
out.

ad 8. 8 ¢ B
(Qsorrar @. (9. 19 Soveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

This Motion applies
Monday and not Tuesday
Wednesday.—[Interruption].
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(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Speaker, you will recall that
when we adjourned last night, I was
dealing with what I described as the
psychological theories of the hon.
First Member for Colombo South
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardena) as to the
reasons why a new Government has
been formed and taken the shape it
has taken. I must also say that I was
not very impressed by the elaborate
electoral statistics that were quoted
by my hon. Friend. The Communist
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Party always maintain that, in the
existing correlation of political forces
in this country, a combination of the
Left and those middle forces which
are represented by the S. L. F. P. is
strong enough to be able to defeat
glectorally or otherwise the reactio-
., forces represented by the United
National Party. We advanced this
thesis in 1950 and nobody accepted it
at that time, but it came into being
in 1956 and again in July, 1960 and it
was successful. I am confident that
this combination can succeed in the
future as well, as long as those
correlated forces remain what
they are.

I was last night referring to the fact
that, since about the middle of 1962,
the S. L. F. P. Government was ex-
periencing an instability and the
beginning of a political crisis different
from what it experienced in the first
two years of its regime. In the first
two years of its regime such instabi-
lity as existed in the Government
was largely as a result of external
attack from wvarious and assorted
reactionary forces in this country and
outside. But, from 1962, we have
begun to see the development of a
new type of crisis. I am saying all
this, Mr. Speaker, not because I wish
to develop a theory about political
crises but so that it may be possible
to make some type of objective assess-
ment of what has taken place, or its
value, and what is likely to develop
and what are the lines along which
things should develop.

The first expression of crisis was
in that famous 1962-63 Budget.
There, the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
Government came up against the
fact that electoral combinations
and appeals to political or -cul-
tural aspirations alone will not solve
the fundamental problems of the
economy. On that occasion, the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party Government
had to face the fact that the problems
of the economy which were develop-
ing and becoming more acute could
not be adequately tackled along the
line of what it chose to call its policy
of the middle-path. It had to make
a shift one way or the other. In the
Budget for 1962-63 it tried a particular
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type of solution. It led to a revolt not
only in the country but also among
their own Members, and the then
Minister of Finance, Mr. Felix R. Dias
Bandaranaike, was a prominent
casualty in that event.

We found a further maturing of this
crisis last year. You will recall that
in May, 1963, the Government sud-
denly prorogued Parliament for three
months, especially after the beginning
of the formation of the United Left
Front. This produced a solution in the
form of a Cabinet reshuffle— it was
really a sort of Ministerial musical
chairs. As was obvious to everybody
that solution did not work.

The Government’s work during the
past Session was characterized in the
main by aimlessness and drift. Even
the advances that were made in the
spheres of insurance and the internal
distribution of oil products were not
properly consolidated. We can see
that in the problems that are now
developing in the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation and also in the Insurance
Corporation. I shall deal with those
matters at the time of the Budget.

You will recall that even the tem-
porary euphoria that was produced by
the 1963-64 Budget rapidly disappear-
ed. The Budget that was expected to
reduce the cost of living, due to
various other factors, did not do so,
and, in point of fact, ever since
August, 1963, the cost-of-living index
has been going up month by month.

The sudden four-month proroga-
tion of Parliament in March, 1964,
showed us that the political crisis of
the S. L. F. P. Government had
reached an even more mature stage ;
and it is the result of that develop-
ment and the maturity of that crisis
that we find in the form of the
Government that came into being on
June 11, 1964.

This Government is certainly an
improvement on the last one. As
one who has been associated with the
Lanka Sama Samaija Party, with the
left movement and the hon. Members
who are on the Front Bench and in
the Government today, I cannot say
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any Government which in-
cluded them is worse than one
in which they were not there. Cer-
tainly it is an improvement on what
was there in the past, but it still re-
mains to be seen whether even this
Government is sufficiently strong to
solve the problems that brought it
into being. All indications are that
it cannot be regarded as a final
solution of the problems of the
political crisis.

that

The former S. L. F. P. Government
did not lack sufficient votes in this
House to be able to carry on or to
drift along until the term of this Par-
liament expires some time in the
middle of next year. Nor was its
problem really one of a relative lack
of talented and experienced people to
guide the ship of State. I must say,
that was a serious problem. Even
when they had reasonably good
policies, they did not have sufficiently
experienced and able people to
implement  those  policies. But
the real problem it had to face was
that its basic policies were in-
adequate to make any impact on the
deepening crisis of Ceylon’s economy
from which its political crisis had
stemmed. How far have things
drifted ?

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party’s
realization of the need to co-operate
with the Left is certainly a welcome
change. Whereas in 1962 the ten-
dencies were to move more in the
direction of the solutions proposed
by the Right, in 1964 the pendulum
has swung the other way and we
regard that as a positive and welcome
change in the situation. It has led
to a Government in which the
positions of the Left have been
strengthened, and also the positions
of those sections of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party who realized the need
for co-operation with the Left have
been relatively strengthened. But it
is also a fact that this Government
is based on a still unresolved com-
promise. You can see that in the
curious imbalance in the proposals
set out in the Address of His Excel-
lency the Governor-General. With
the exception of trade, what is new
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and concrete pertains mainly to
Ministries which have members of
the Lanka Sama Samaja Party as
their heads. In the case of other
important Ministries, such as those
dealing with Industry, Agriculture,
Irrigation, Land, Power and other
matters vital to any solution
of the economic problems of this
country, the Throne Speech has
nothing new to say, or in some cases
nothing at all to say.

I am sorry the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture, Food and Fisheries is
not here. I want to ask him what
happened to the crash programme

for self-sufficiency in subsidiary
foodstuffs = within three years.
Apparently crashed! There is not a
single reference to that. This was

put forward as a major policy
matter. What happened to it?
There is not even a reference to it.

In the case of industry, a lot can
be said, but I shall leave it to the
hon. Member for Akuressa (Dr.
Wickremasinghe) to deal with it. I
do not want to anticipate him. It
is just enough to say that we are
happy that private industries are
forging ahead. All the industrial
projects in the public sector are
being held up, and are being held up
largely because of what is going on
at Ministerial level. I shall not re-
fer to the question of the oil refinery
but quite a lot can be said about
that matter. All those details can be
gone into later. What is happening
to the other projects? Why are
they not going ahead ? The expla-
nation is that they are very satisfied
that various private sector industries
are developing. What has the
Government done apart from giving
approval for the development of
private industries ? Is the issuing of
chits part of industrial development ?
There are some very curious and
questionable transactions in this
regard. You are talking about
Ceylonizing trade, but whether you
are Ceylonizing private industry is
another matter. Well, these are

facts we will expect something to be
said about.
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Land, Irrigation and Power : “ Uda
Walawe and Rajangana Schemes are
making satisfactory progress.” Very
questionable ! Very questionable !
Some of the things that are going on
about the allocation of lands under
the Uda Walawe Scheme

odb e BDécwny
(Qsorres 9SSBT a(HeT )
(An hon. Member)

And Rajangana.

e»O5Y .

(8. Qaarer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

—are far from satisfactory. The
hon. Member for Tissamaharama
(Mr. Lakshman Rajapaksa) knows
about it. Sir, there is this curious
dichotomic imbalance in proportions
and that is why I say that the new
Government is still faced with an un-
resolved problem. The Hon. the
Prime Minister formed the Govern-
ment on the basis of the need for
the co-operation of the working
classes. That has not been com-
pletely achieved. On the other
hand, inside the Government itself
we have representatives of the
S. L. F. P. Right Wing and there is
nothing to indicate that they have
abandoned the policies or political
position that they adopted before the
Government of June the 11th was
formed.

Now, Sir, We have made an
advance, and I think it is a correct
step, but the problem of how far
this can go is still one that has to be
decided, and it will be decided, may
I say, by the extent to which the pro-
gressive forces inside the Govern-
ment and outside are able to work
together to give concrete shape to
such progressive proposals as are
set out in the Throne Speech. The
extent and the effectiveness of the
change that has taken place can
therefore be measured not merely in
terms of the policies that have been
announced in the Throne Speech but
by the political struggles of the next
year which will determine the prac-
tical steps that can be taken to give
effect to these measures in the course
of time.
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There is a big question that
remains to be resolved. Will the
Government that was formed on
June the 11th mean a reorientation
of national policies in a more pro-
gressive direction ? Or will it mean
that the Government has now found
merely a broader political base
with undoubtedly more efficient, able
and experienced men, to implement
the policies of the past which for
various reasons were unable to be
implemented ? I think the progres-
sive forces must see to it—and may
I refer to the forces within the
Government as well as outside—that
this is the first line of March that is
followed. This will be decided as I
said earlier by the extent to which
there can be unity of effort, unity of
aim, in seeing that whatever advance
has been made is secured and
carried forward. It will be secured
to the extent to which these forces
can, step by step, see that the
foreign and local vested interests
are dislodged from their present
position in the economy, and in our
political and social life. So far as
the Communist Party is concerned,
we do not agree with the L.S.S.P’s
decision to join the Government on
its own. But now that a Govern-
ment of the S. L. F. P. and the
L. S. S. P. has been formed, it is an
objective fact and all political consi-
derations must start from that
objective fact.

As we have already announced, we
- shall certainly support, and co-ope-
rate with, every genuine attempt to
implement in this Session such pro-
gressive measures as the new
Government has announced.

We do not think these measures
are adequate even though they are
limited to the period of one year. That
is why we have moved an amend-
ment which sets out additional
measures that we think can and
should be implemented in this
Session. I should like to say that
the additional measures mentioned
in the amendment of the Communist
Party are basically those which all
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the three parties of the U. L. F.—the
L. S. S. P., the M. E. P. and the
Communist  Party—accepted as
necessary for a one-year implemen-
tation programme.

29, 8 AT dw. (wEdryemm)
(8. erib. to. LT T—apEEGTET0555)
(Mr. M. D. Banda—Hanguranketa)
There is no U. L. F. now.

e »NOsY Sw.

(8. Qzearioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

These measures that we have
mentioned are in the main those
which have not been included either
in the 14 point agreement between
the S. L. F. P. and the L.. S. S. P. or
in the Throne Speech itself.

I want to say that as far as our
party is concerned, we will expose
and oppose all actions of the S.L.F.P.
right wing which are directed
against the national interest and the
unity of the progressive forces. If
the Government takes any action—
I hope they will not do so—against
the interests of the people, we will
oppose it.

8. 8. gy .

(8. erib. 2. LiewrLm)

(Mr. M. D. Banda)
Divide the Government !

MO D,

(8. Qaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I will tell the hon. Member for
Hanguranketa that we will not
isolate anyone in the fight against
the U. N. P. and the reactionary
forces. [Interruption].

8. &, 9gw N .
(8l erib. 1. Ledre )
(Mr. M. D. Banda)

Your own brothers are calling you
people reactionaries.
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(8. Qaarwar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Let me not say what your relations
are calling you, lest it be said that
I am unparliamentary.

Let me now turn to an examination
of some of the proposals made in the
Throne Speech because I want to try
to assess these proposals in terms of
the general framework of what I have
said. Certainly the Throne Speech
is not a very inspiring one.

2. 8. 9w Ow.
(5l orib. 2. LiGHTL_IT )
(Mr. M. D. Banda)

It is a despairing one.

SO ¢,

(8. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It is not a despairing Speech, nor
is it a very inspiring one, because the
major part of it was made known
long before the Throne Speech was
delivered. Therefore, it is stale news :
but the fact that it is stale news does
not mean that one should not assess
the value of the news.

I must say it does contain several
proposals which, if implemented
properly, can help to improve matters
and give the people some relief. It
is true that fundamental economic
problems are not tackled in the
Throne Speech, and I doubt whether
it is possible in the last year of a
Parliament to produce a Throne
Speech for one year which is going
to tackle all the fundamental prob-
lems. If it did say so, I would cer-
tainly be very sceptical of it.
Consider the Throne Speech of
August 1960 which set out solutions
to a vast number of problems. The
problems are still there but the
solutions unfortunately have still to
come.

Some of the proposals are those
which we in the United Left Front
supported and naturally “they! hHave
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now become Government policy. It
is our duty to see that they are
carried out, because otherwise we
would be failing in basic political
honesty to the people to have pro-
posed solutions and then to refuse to
support them when they are in actual
practice announced by the Govern-
ment.

What is new in the Throne Speech
basically falls into two or three
sections. In the economic sphere
these proposals deal mainly with
questions of trade, banking and the
managing agencies. We support the
general lines of the proposals regard-
ing trade. These are basically those
which the U. L. F. put forward and
which we supported. I know it is
going to be—as the hon. Member for
Avissawella (Mr. D. P. R. Gunawar-
dena) mentioned—a very difficult
task, an almost Herculean task,
to be able to get the Government
machine which is corroded at the
moment with corruption, inefficiency,
sabotage and a hundred and one other
things——

8. 8. 9gy M .

(8@ orib. te. v )
(Mr. M. D. Banda)

Who is responsible for that ?

SO .

(&las. Qaeriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)
—to efficiently carry out the policy
which is laid down here. But, never-
theless, this policy is the correct one.
Its basic lines are correct. Its basic
lines are such that it can lead not only
to dislodging foreign and local vested
interests from important positions in
a vital branch of the national eco-
nomy but also to taking some step
forward towards a fairer distribution
of essential goods and a reduction of
their prices.

The basic proposals centre round
the take-over of the import trade in
essential articles by the new State
Trading’ Organization ; secondly, the
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take-over of the entire wholesale
trade by the C. W. E.; thirdly, the
fixing of a maximum retail price for
all articles by law; and in order
to draw people into the fight for
enforcing price control it is proposed

that People’s Committees should be
set up.

I do not know what these People’s
Committees are going to be. It is in
the hands of the Hon. Minister of
Internal and External Trade and
Supply and, I presume, we will
have to await his proposals to see
how these committees will function.
_ But basically the State Trading
Organization taking over the import
of essential articles and gradually
extending its work to the export
trade as well is a positive step for-
ward and we support it. Of course,
if there was a revolutionary Govern-
ment you could have done these
things much faster. But though we
may have a few revolutionaries in
the Government we do not have a
revolutionary Government., In fact,
we also have some reactionaries in
the Government!

These basic proposals, in m
opinion fairly concretely elabo-
rated in the Throne Speech, are an
important contribution and a con-
tribution for which the United Left
Front as a whole fought. And, cer-
tainly, if there is going to be any
serious effort to implement these
proposals—we hope there will be—
the Government will have our sup-
port and our co-operation.

I want to tell the Government
“that it is precisely in this sphere of
trade that it is likely to encounter
the fiercest opposition from vested
interests and also from representa-
tives of vested interests inside their
own Government. It was no acci-
dent that the hon. Member for
Avissawella, when he was a mem-—
ber of the M. E. P. Cabinet, found
the opposition against him crystal-

lizing and developing when he
began to move on to the spheres
which affected landlord interests

and trade, when he set up the multi-
purpose co-operative societies which
Was a genuine contribution, to . the
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development of public trade in this
country. That was precisely the
beginning of a very big offensive
and any attempt to implement these
proposals will naturally have to face
the same type of opposition.

Already we can see opposition
crystallizing outside. Already
various  associations are being
formed, various lobbies are coming
into being. Some are operating
under the slogan: “ We do not mind
the Government taking over the
import trade but do not give it to
the State Trading Organization, give
it to the new Ceylonese capitalist
class”. The others are openly op-
posed to it. But this fight is
definitely coming up and we have
had enough experience to realize
that these elements in the import
and wholesale trade not only have
powerful political lobbies but are
extremely skilful in manipulating
markets and creating economic pro-
blems. We saw that in the case of
dried fish; we saw that in the case
of textiles. The Hon. Minister of
Internal and External Trade and
Supply, the former Minister of
Finance, thought he could solve the
problem of textile distribution on
the basis of the goodwill of the
textile importers. After the 1963-
64 Budget he called them all to-
gether and gave them a lecture on
public morality. He asked them to
co-operate in seeing that the people
got the textiles they wanted at the
proper prices. It worked for one
day. It did not work much longer.

So, unless the position is very
clear that this is going to be a major
political and economic fight and that
the fight has to be waged firmly in
the course of this year, any progress
that can be made in this fie'd is going
to be very limited indeed. I am
sure my Hon. Friends who have just
entered the Government are deter-
mined and anxious to see that this
is done. If they do so, we shall
certainly support them, because we
think it is necessary that in the in-

terests of the country, in the
interests of economic independence
of the country, national control

should-be established over this vital
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branch of the economy. People
refer to us as an import-export
economy. If we are an import-
export economy the import-export

trade is a vital part of it.

I also want to draw attention to
the fact that once the Government
has announced its policy it should
not allow too long a time to elapse
between announcing its intentions
and putting them into effect. It is
precisely these delays that give the
reactionary vested interests the op-
portunity to mobilize and to create
the maximum disorder in the eco-
nomy. I ask, therefore, that these
measures should be introduced as
early as possible.

I also want to say very frankly
that if the take-over of the import
trade is going to be effective, the
entire set-up of the C. W. E. should
be reorganized. Private wholesale
has been a big curse on trade. It is
these big wholesalers who are
mainly responsible for fleecing not
only the consumer in regard to
prices but also the small retailer. I
am in favour of the C. W. E. taking
over the wholesale trade because it
is obviously the appropriate estab-
lishment for the purpose ; but let it
not make things worse.

There are two things wrong with
the C. W. E. One is the corruption
and inefficiency that exists. All
sorts of very questionable people are
there. The C. W. E. is today not
working effectively. Some of the
appointments made have not been
good appointments. I am not talking
only of the political appointments
but also of ordinary staff appoint-
ments which have not been good.
Unless very stern and firm action is
taken on this question, you are not
going to be able to undertake the
wholesale trade and run it properly.

There is another aspect to this
problem. The C. W. E., quite apart
from its inefficiency and corruption,
has not been expanded and deve-
loped on any rational or planned
basis. There is a charag¢tércd ealled
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Topsy in one of the novels by Har-
riet Beecher Stowe who, when
asked to explain how she became
such a big girl, whether she took
vitamins or orange juice, replied,
“No, I just growed”. That is what
has happened to the C. W. E—it
has just “growed”. It is develop-
ing all sorts of new branches—it has
taken over a lot of work but not on
any prior plan or on a rational
basis—printing  presses, shipping
departments, various retail stores,
export departments and various
other departments. Now, if the
Co-operative Wholesale Establish-
ment’s basic function is going to be
the wholesale trade and it cannot
tackle the enormity of the whole-
sale trade, it is absolutely necessary
and essential to see that the re-
organization of the C. W. E. is
carried through fast, and that means
not merely a case of just taking one
or two people.

My hon. Friend, the Member for
Avissawella, when he was in charge
of the Department of Food and Co-
operatives, was up against a lot of
problems from his Right-wing col-
leagues, but he was anxious to push
things through and so he did 1t
through the C. W. E. Thus, a num-
ber of new developments took place
in the C. W. E.,, and the C. W. E.
began to play an important part;
but that was the result of the parti-
cular political position my hon.
Friend was in at that time. Now it
is necessary that the whole matter
should be straightened out on a
proper basis if you want to see
that the take-over of the wholesale
trade is effective.

I shall not at this stage comment
on the proposal to set up a State
Trading Organization. A Bill was
introduced during the last Session
to set up such an organization but
like the Bill for setting up the Ship-
ping Corporation it suddenly turned
up at the bottom of the Agenda. I
hope that is not going to happen
during this Session; when the Bill
comes up we can comment on the
proposals.
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There are one or two general
matters I would like to refer to in
this connection. The first is, I do
not know whether it is best to have
one State Trading Organization or
more than one. Certainly, the State
Trading Organization should take
over the exports, and this is going to
be the major feature of its work, but
I am not sure whether it would not
be wicer to have a different corpora-
tion for imports. Anyway, that is
a matter for the future; it can be
judged by experience once the State
Trading Organization is established.
But all that I ask is this: it is useless
keeping these things in the Throne
Speech unless legislation is intro-
duced and passed rapidly in  this
House ; and even before legislation is
passed the necessary skeleton organi-
zation for setting up the State
Trading Organization should be set
up and it should begin to work.

In the case of the Petroleum
Corporation we were able fairly
smoothly and efficiently to make the
transition because for several months
before the organization had been
working and gathering experience,
so that when the time came for the
take-over it was possible to do it
reasonably smoothly. I welcome the
policy decision stated in the Throne
Speech that the State Trading Orga-
nization will gradually take over the
export trade. The take-over of the
export trade is obviously a more
complicated question than the take-
over of imports. I do not think
there is any big difficulty about the
take-over of imports. After all we
are the market and we are the
buyers, and therefore we can call
the tune. But exports are going to
be more complicated, and it will be
best to proceed on a commodity to
commodity basis. There are some
exports that can be taken over
straightway. Rubber is a good
example. About 60 to 65 per cent.
of our rubber is actually going to
socialist countries, and there is no
difficulty whatever in finding a
market for this commodity. Coconut
oil is a little more complicated and
tea is very complicated. , But in.any
Case on an export to exportebasigait
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will be possible for the State Trading
Organization to proceed rapidly even
into the sphere of the take-over of
exports, particularly starting with
the export of rubber. That is why
I say that, generally speaking, the
main line of the proposals in regard
to trade, that is, imports, exports and
wholesale trade, is welcome, should
be supported, and will be supported
as far as we are concerned.

The other two matters where new
ground is being broken in the field
of our economy concern banks and
the agency houses. Here, unfor-
tunately, the proposals are different
from those in regard to trade. In
regard to trade the proposals are
clear and concrete and are set out in
some detail. In the case of banking
and agency houses they have been
expressed in rather wvague and
general language. Does this mean
that the Government has not yet
made up its mind on precisely what
it intends to do in this regard ? Does
it mean that the various positions of
the Government on these questions
have not been laid on the table and
a joint position evolved ? Or does
that mean that we will have to wait
till the Throne Speech has been
debated to hear what the proposals
are in this regard ?

It has been argued, and I think
correctly, that it is necessary to
nationalize the foreign banks. With
the People’s Bank and the Bank of
Ceylon we have laid the foundation
for a national State-sponsored bank-
ing institution and there is no reason
why the private foreign banks which
are still operating in Ceylon should
be allowed to continue their opera-
tions any longer. I do not want to
repeat the arguments on these
questions. Despite all the eriticism
about the foreign banks they  still
continue along the old way; they
still confine the bulk of their work
to short-term financing of the imbort
and export trade and they have done
very little indeed to finance either
industrial or economic development.

The question has often been posed
—and I tend to agree with it—can we
notachieve the same obiect without
actually nationalizing, because very
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often the capital of these banks in
Ceylon consists largely of real
estate ? It only means we are
nationalizing a number of buildings,
safes and furniture. Some time ago
the previous S. L. F. P. Government
decided to prohibit the opening of
any new accounts except in the Bank
of Ceylon and the People’s Bank.
That was a good step though inade-
quate, and I think the time has
come, as we suggest in our amend-
ment, to see that a further step is
taken in this direction, namely,
that legislation is introduced to
require any company registered in
Ceylon and any resident individual
to maintain their accounts in the
Bank of Ceylon or the People’s Bank
only, or, if the Government wants
to set up another Government bank,
in that bank as well.

The question is also sometimes
raised that this step might cause
some dislocation in regard to the
take-over of the bank employees. It
is possible to stagger this process and
thus see that the bank employees,
who are after all experienced men
in this work, are absorbed in the
new set-up reasonably smoothly.
That is why we say it is necessary to
fight—and we shall fight—to see that
action along this line is taken in the
course of this year.

I am very glad that at least some
attention is being paid to the
managing agencies. These relics of
the colonial past are a formidable
vehicle of foreign control over the
economy and a major source of
financial manipultations directed
against the national interests. These
’ managing agencies are the nearest
we have to the monopoly cartels in
the advanced capitalist countries.
Their role in the economy and
especially in the import and export

trade and in the plantation economy.

is today perhaps more formidable
than that of the foreign banks. But
hitherto these managing agencies
have operated in the dark without
the glare of publicity and they have
been able to get away with all sorts
of irregularities.
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The managing agencies system is
one that should be abolished. There
is no need for it. It is based on
colonial trade and colonial exploita-
tion. And I do not know how you
can take over the managing agencies.
Most of them do not own properties.
They have a lot of wealth. I think
this whole system must be done away
with. But the real fact is—I do not
think anybody knows about the
managing agencies—that they have
so many interlocking interests.
Possibly the hon. Member for
Wattala (Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
knows from internal knowledge.
They have so many interlocking
interests, they handle so many things,
they carry on under so many names
that it is very difficult to keep track
of their activities. They are like an
octopus with a tentacle everywhere.

I would like to suggest that the
first thing to be done is to find out
something about them and, in case
laws are brought to control the
managing agencies, provision should
be made to appoint a Government
director or directors to the boards of
these agencies. That is the only way
to find out what is going on. That
is a first step. Unless you have a
Government director or directors on
that board, you will not be able
really to get to the bottom of what
the managing agencies are up to.

The second new feature is the
proposal for association of workers
and employees with the management
in Government and semi-Govern-
ment institutions. These are in-
tended to improve the work of the
administration and the public cor-
porations, and the proposals basically
fall into two categories; firstly,
regulations for the compulsory retire-
ment of persons who do not co-
operate or are inefficient; and
secondly, setting up what are called
workers’ advisory committees and
vigilance committees. The adminis-
tration will certainly not work until
you get rid of a lot of reactionaries
who are at the top. But I must tell
my Friends that it is not going to be
so,easy.as they think.
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Some of these reactionary officials
who are attacked up and down the
country by name, who are attacked
on the Floor of this House, also
enjoy very strong political patronage
from Members of the Government.
Some of them are friends and some
of them are relations. If my hon.
Friends want to do a job, they will
have to be like butchers. It is all
right up to now, in the name of
getting rid of reactionaries, to catch
hold of some poor Tamil public ser-
vant and, whether he is a reactionary
or not, to push him out because he
is a Tamil. Some of them are re-
actionaries and some are not. I

know, some extremely progressive’

public servants have been flung out ;
but some of them are reactionaries
who deserve to be flung out. But

this is not going to be an easy job.
In the course of the last Session, we
had the case of the former Director
of Health Services. We even
appointed a special Select Committee
of this House to go into this matter.
His case went to the Public Service
Commission which gave the most
peculiar judgment. He was found

guilty of charges which warrant dis-
missal, but instead of it he was

severely reprimanded. He had strong
political patronase from even the
Government itself, And today he is

holding a high post in the W.H.O.
Without fighting those situations do
you think you can really implement
this ? It means a real, sincere and
sustained fight if you are going to get
rid of these reactionaries, whether
they are Catholic reactionaries or
certain reactionaries who try to
operate under Buddhist robes.

But as regards the Vigilance
Committees and the Workers’
Advisory Committees, we shall have
to wait to see what these regulations
are going to be because it is not quite
clear from the Throne Speech what
precisely is intended. Certainly, Sir,
by associating with, and drawing on
the experience of, workers you will
help to check waste, inefficiency .and
SO on,
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The Hon. Minister of Finance has
asked for suggestions from trade
unions and I understand they have
made several valuable suggestions as
regards economy measures in connec-
tion with the Budget. In that res-
pect you will definitely get
something done. But the powers of
these committees, how they will
function, will be decisive in deciding
whether this new step is going to
work properly or not. It is a good
idea, it is an excellent idea, but may
I say that it is necessary in this
connection to keep one or two
matters of a general character clearly
and firmly in mind.

First of all, I notice that it is only
the L.S.S.P. Ministers who seem to be
at all active about setting up these
committees. These Workers’ Advisory
Committees and Vigilance Commit-
tees are supposed to be a general
feature of the Government but either
the other Ministers are setting them
up without talking about them or
else they are not doing it. But from
what I know of what is happening
in the Government departments, it
does not appear that they are doing
it. So, are we going to have a situ-
ation where Workers’ Advisory
Committees and Vigilance Commit-
tees will exist only in the three
Ministries of the L. S. S. P. Ministers
and that the old system will go on
in the other Ministries of which the
S. L. F. P. are in charge ?

0& DO @&mRdAm (o B
#oB)

(Cserres &ibof ST QT FOT— Y FF 5155
s BCeudn yenins i)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene—Minister of Public Works)

They are setting up.

SV Y .

(5@ Qaariver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am glad to hear it, but there
does not seem to be any enthusiasm.
There are a number of institutions
under the Ministry of Rural and
Industrial Development, and I do
notdsee. any action there to set up
thése’ committees. You require a
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number of them there as there are a
number of corporations, but nothing
has happened. So, this curious
dichotomy still exists.

I am sorry that the Hon. Minister
of Communications is not here. He
has issued a statement to the Press
regarding certain proposals. I just
want to ask a question. In setting up
these committees, is it intended to
cut across the organized trade union
movement ? I ask this because the
proposals which talk of collective
action appear not to have taken the
organized trade union movement
into consideration. The Hon. Minister
is discussing with the organized
unions, but the actual composition of
the committees appears to ignore
the established trade union move-
ment which has grown up inside the
Government and within the public
sector. It is necessary to avoid such
a thing. Although it is a good idea,
I know it is difficult owing to the
existence of a multiplicity of trade
unions in the Public Service ; never-
theless I do not think it is a difficulty
which cannot be surmounted.

It is obvious then that a great deal
more work will have to be done on
the question of Advisory Committees,

aé 208 @@diam

(Qserres &ibofl @ewreur sar)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Trade unions will be consulted.

eDMOBY D

(8w Qaerioer )

(Mr. Keuneman)

But it is necessary for the Gov-
ernment to make up its mind on this
question. It would be a mistake to
mechanically transplant the set-up
of these committees as they work in
other countries without taking into
consideration the specific and actual
situation that exists inside the
various public authorities in Ceylon.

Mr. Speaker, before I refer to one
or two specific matters set out in our
amendment, I like to refer to one or
two omissions in the Throne Speech,

Bewddm 9578 @ AC®
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The intention of the Government to
declare Ceylon a republic has been
referred to already. Why has this
been omitted in the Throne Speech ?

There is a wide consensus of
opinion on this question but the
Government is completely inactive
on this matter of setting up a repub-
lic. During the past four years it
has not been able to set up a Joint
Select Committee of the two Houses
to go into the questions of the reform
of the Constitution and the setting
up of a republic.

I like to ask this question: Is it a
mere accident that in this year’s
Throne Speech the question of the
republic is completely omitted ?

There is a reference in the Throne
Speech to the Government’s recogni-
tion of the so-called value of the
Commonwealth association. I do not
myself see what is the value of the
Commonwealth association. If there
is any value in the Commonwealth
association it is of value to England
more than to us. Our Prime Minister
is now in England attending the

Commonwealth Prime Ministers’
Conference. I do not know what is
going to be achieved by that
conference.

I would like a straight answer from
the Government. Why is it that in
this Throne Speech you have not
included any reference to Ceylon
becoming a republic ? If there is any
difficulty—[Interruption].

oS O0€ @RI

(Qserres &Fibofl @ewreur ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

This is not a new matter.

CBDsY Dea.

( Q@ Qaarioer )

(Mr. Keuneman)

There are not a few matters which
have become stale and puskala by
repetition ; you have referred to
those matters time and again in
Throne Speeches. Take, for instance,
the nationalization of the press.
That is not a new matter. That is
mentioned in the Throne Speech. I
am'glad you have mentioned it
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again. But the question of the
republic, which is an important poli-
tical matter, has not been referred
to in the Throne Speech.

Even if there is difficulty in the
matter of amendments to the Consti-
tution, is it not possible even now,
on the question of the republic, to
have an amendment to the Consti-
tution ?—[Interruption]. The hon.
Federal Party Member for Kopai
(Mr. M. Balasunderam) does not
agree——

8. MNCEsY ¢S Dw. (eIe0dB)

(8. erib. uTe& pGTib—CsTiiLris)

(Mr. M. Balasunderam—Kopai)

It is not a question of agreement ;
it is a question of law.

DO Dcan.

(8w Q&arLoer )

(Mr. Keuneman)

I want to make a reference to
matters of foreign policy which the
Government has spoken about. I
am not going to cover the whole
range but I want to refer to one or
two specific matters.

In the United Nations and at
international conferences this Gov-
ernment has quite correctly con-
demned the monstrous and inhuman
regime in South Africa which is a
dirty blot on civilization. It has
made excellent speeches ; every word
rings with determination to oppose
this monstrous system of apartheid.
But what has the Government done
in regard to the proposal to enforce
economic sanctions against South
Africa ? It has become quite clear
that the South African Government
does not care two raps about all the
international condemnation. They
can only be made to give up their
uncivilized activities if economic
sanctions are brought to bear against
them. They may begin to give up
that uncivilized activity if economic
sanctions are brought to bear on
them. A number of political parties
held a meeting recently under the
auspices of the Ceylon Afro-Asian
Solidarity Association and asked for
economic sanctions. But various
people in the export trade began to
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shout that we will lose Rs. 80 million
annually if the export trade with
South Africa is stopped. Even if
you have not yet taken a decision
on the question of banning exports
to that country why cannot you
decide to ban South African imports ?
Sir, we are still buying our coal from
South Africa. Whatever prices are
quoted by other people the General
Manager of the C. G. R. has a great
affection for South Africa and prefers
to get his coal from there. We are
buying wvarious other things too
from them.

I want to suggest that, as a first
stage, South African imports be pro-
hibited from entering Ceylon. You
prohibited nuclear-powered ships and
aircraft coming into Ceylon terri-
tory. Why do you allow South
African imports to come ? That is a
Stip that we strongly urge you to
take.

We also support and welcome the
Government’s condemnation of the
decision of the United States Govern-
ment to intrude its notorious
nuclear-powered Seventh Fleet into
the Indian Ocean and also the
Government’s decision to prohibit
nuclear-armed ships and aircraft
from using Ceylon ports or air
fields. These are good decisions and
positive decisions and they are
widely supported in this country.
But it is not enough to rest content
with that. I would like to ask the
Government to pursue at the United
Nations, at international confer-
ences such as the Second Confer-
ence of Non-Aligned Nations in
Cairo, and at other places its own
demand that the Indian Ocean be
declared a nuclear-free zone.

I think it is a very important pro-
posal. It is a proposal that every-
one in this House will support and
I think it is necessary for this
Government to take it up more
energetically not only in inter-
national assemblies but also in
direct relations with other Govern-
ments of this region because it is very
important for us and for the peace
of the world that the Indian
Ocean is officially accepted as a
nuclear-free zone.
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The hon. Member for Avissawella
raised the German question and I do
not want to refer to it again. But I
remember that in the last Session
members of the L. S. S. P. were
speaking about the need to recognize
the German Democratic Republic.
Following the example of the Ameri-
cans, the West German Government
cut off its so-called aid to us. S0
what is it that now stands in the
way of recognition of the G. BD.R.?
The S. L. F. P. Government 'from
1960 has been saying that in prin-
ciple it supports it but it has never
supported it in fact. What a big
fight there was even to get Consulate-
General status for the G. D. R.
Recently an economic agreement was
sisned with the G. D. R. under
which Ceylon is going to benefit
more than from the so-called West
German aid. It is high time that
our relations with the G. D. R. are
normalized and brought on to the
same level as with West Germany.
Equally we should recognize the
Democratic Republics of Korea and
Vietnam.

I do not wish to deal with all the
matters that have been set out in
our amendment. Other speakers
from our party will deal with them.
1 wish to deal with only one or two
matters. You will notice that our

amendment calls for :

“the granting of political rights to
teachers and to all employees of the
Public Service, the Local Government
Service and the public corporations whose
duties do not require the exercise of an
official discretion in matters affecting
members of the public;?”

I must strongly criticize this
1 Government for omitting to make
. any statement on this matter. This
. is a very urgent and important
public matter. The Government is

| extending its spheres of activity.
- New corporations are being started.
Branches of the economy are being
taken over. Education has now
. become a national project. A large
. number of persons who enjoyed
. normal political rights are being
" denied those rights. There has been

Bewddn @575 v aCw
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tremendous agitation in regard to
this matter. The Sri Lanka Jatika
Guru Sangamaya recently ran a very
effective public campaign of meetings
and demonstrations in support of the
grant of political rights to teachers.
The Hon. Minister of Finance and I
stood on one platform on Galle Face
Green and demanded that political
rights be granted to teachers and
other sections of employees. In fact,
it is one of the main points in the
21 demands of the trade unions. It
will not cost one cent to grant this
demand. You can grant one of the
most important demands without in-
curring any cost. It is a democratic
right.

Recently there was the Tennekoon
Committee, which made certain
recommendations—if what appeared
in the papers is correct. I remember
that the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Banda-
ranaike once spoke on this question
in the House. He advanced the
thesis that from his point of view
there was no reason why public
employees whose duties do not re-
quire the exercise of an official dis-
cretion in matters concerning the
public should be denied political
rights. You say that you have been
following the Bandaranaike policies
from 1956. If that is so, at least let
us see you granting political rights,
in the course of this year, to all
teachers, to all manipulative, indus-
trial, subordinate and clerical grades
in the Public Service, in the public
corporations and in the Local
Government Service, and to any
other sections of employees who fall
within the categories mentioned by
Mr. Bandaranaike.

There is the question of the 21
demands of the trade wunions. If
the Hon. Minister of Finance says
that there is some difficulty in deal-
ing with those sections of the 21
demands which require financial
provision, there are then, besides
those, a large number which concern
fundamental, democratic and trade
union rights, and I do not see any
reason why they cannot be granted.
Some of them can be granted by an
administrative order of the Hon.
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Minister of Finance. I know that
he is busy with the Budget, but I
hope he will take steps to see that
these demands are granted. I
want to demand, quite categorically.
that political rights, at least to those
sections of the Public Service and
the public corporations I mentioned,
should be conceded during the
course of this year.—[Interruption].

I do not know what is going on
inside there. All I know is that
this question is not mentioned in
the Throne Speech nor announced
anywhere. I am asking that this be
done.

On the question of democratic
rights, there is one matter to which
I should refer and to which I must
take the strongest objection, and
that is the increasing invasion of
democcratic rights that has been tak-
_ Ing place before the formation of

this Government, at the point of
its formation and even after its
formation. There has been a lot of
talk in the newspapers and, I notice,
in the other place regarding the
new restrictions that this Govern-
ment has introduced in the matter
of foreign travel. I want to raise
this matter rather sharply not only
from the point of view of its effect
on the human right of individuals to
leave and come back to their country
but also because it involves an im-
permissible invasion and violation of
the rights of public organizations in
this country. This is a matter on
which the Government must be most
strongly condemned. OQur amend-
ment refers specifically to this ques-
tion. We say, we are for the exten-
sion of democratic and trade union
rights, including the withdrawal of
the restrictions on travel abroad
where no expenditure of foreign
exchange is involved.

I also want to refer to other
democratic and trade union rights.
Now, in respect of the restrictions
that are now in force on the matter
of travel abroad, the situation is
even worse than what it was in the
dark days of the Kotelawala regime.
I say that quite categorically, There
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were no restrictions during the time
of the Dudley Senanayake Govern-
ment ; restrictions were brought in
during the time of the Kotelawala
regime.—[Interruption]. I know that
the hon. First Member for Colombo
South has every right to criticize ;
he was also a party responcible
for the continuation of that situa-
tion—[Interruption]. As I pointed
out, until the regime of Sir John
Kotelawala there were no restric-
tions placed on travel abroad. In
this connection, I must say that dur-
ing the time when the hon. Leader
of the Opposition was the Prime
Minister—with all our political
differences—when I wanted to
proceed to Cuba he gave me a
passport.

One of the things the late Mr,
Bandaranaike did when he became
Prime Minister in 1956 was to re-
move these restrictions that were
imposed by Sir John Kotelawala on
travel abroad so as to make it pos-
sible for many thousands of Cey-
lonese to visit other countries. This
privilege which wasg hitherto con-
fined only to the well-to-do people
became ayailable to a much wider
strata of the population of this
country : workers, representatives
of trade unions and of political
parties and other public organiza-
tions have also in the last few years
been able to visit other countries in
order that they could maintain re-
lations with their counterparts and
thus be able to learn about what is
happening in those countries, and
also tell the people  of those
countries what is going on in this
country. This is an important part
of the process of Ceylonese being
able to live in a modern world, of
being able to know what is going
on elsewhere and of being able to
take part in international gatherings
and putting forward their point of
view. Now what has happened as
a result of the regulations that have
been made and are stil] continuing?
Ceylon has virtually become a -
prison camp as far as the matter of
going abroad is concerned and the
“cadjan curtain” of the Kotelawala
regime.has come back again.
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I referred to this matter once be-
fore and I also referred to it from
the point of view of an invasion of
the right of public officers. The
right of a citizen of any country to
leave and enter his country is In-
cluded among the fundamental
human rights and it is set out in
the U. N. Declaration of Human
Rights. Some time ago I asked this
Government, by way of a Ques-
tion, whether they agree with the
U. N. Declaration of Human
Rights and they said, “ Yes”. Then
I pointed out to them that they have
violated the principle laid down in
an international document which
they had signed because what has
happened is that though they had
solemnly signed the document
which sets out that a citizen of a
country has the fundamental human
right to leave his country and come
back, in actual practice that is not
being observed. Sir, I can under-
stand and support any restrictions on
the right to travel abroad which are
genuinly based on the need to con-
serve foreign exchange. That is
an overall economic problem, and if
it is necessary to restrict foreign
travel for the purpose of conserving
foreign exchange, well, we all
have to put up with it. Even here
may I say this. Under the guise of
conserving foreign exchange citizens
of Ceylon are not allowed to go
abroad ; even holiday travel once in
seven years has now been stopped.
Formerly once in seven years a
citizen of Ceylon was given a cer-
tain quota of foreign exchange to
travel abroad. - That has now been
stopped. Anyway, it has been
stopped on the ground of conserving
foreign exchange.

When the Government is very
concerned about conserving foreign
exchange and is preventing its
nationals from going abroad even for
a holiday, it seems curiously com-
placent about the fact that each
year nearly Rs. 19 million worth of
foreign exchange that tourists and
foreign visitors bring into Ceylon
never gets credited to the accounts
of the Central Bank cof Ceylon but

ef B ewIBsnd BEAG 8icwd

disappears into the currency black-
market. The Tourist  Advisory
Council discussed this matter and
they also agreed on the estimate that
Rs. 19 million worth of foreign
exchange brought by tourists and
other foreigners visiting this country
does not get credited to the Central
Bank but disappears into the
currency blackmarket. There is no
problem about that as far as the
Government is concerned. The
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs also controls tourism—I do
not know why—but it is completely
unconcerned about this question of
foreign exchange that is lost to the
Government.

I am even prepared to concede that
a Government has an ultimate right
to refuse a passport to a person of
proved bad character, a person who
has been convicted in the courts of
some offence which makes it clear
that he is an undesirable person.—
[Interruption]. On the right of a
Government to judge who an uncon-
victed or an undesirable person is,
I am not prepared to comment ; if the
courts have convicted a person for
some serious offence, naturally, we
accept the decision of the courts.
But what justification is there for the
Government to exercise what
amounts to a system of political
control even in cases where no
expenditure of foreign exchange is
involved ?

In recent years many public
organizations in this country have
been invited to send representatives
to international conferences and
seminars. They have invited
representatives of their counterparts
in other countries to visit this coun-
try, and their representatives have
gone to other countries. Owing to the
various exchange regulations that
exist very often an inviting organi-
zation provides the tickets. The
tickets are pre-paid and there is no
expenditure of Ceylon  funds
involved. But some time ago
the Government sudenly introduced
what it called a system of clearance
—what I would call a system of


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

225
Fp oY Mmdnhew DND :

political control. Even though there
were defects in that system it worked
reasonably well. What happened
was, if a foreign country or a public
organization in a foreign country
invited a public organization in
Ceylon to send a representative and
provided a ticket, the public organi-
zation in Ceylon made a nomination
of the person whom it considered
most suitable to represent it. That
nomination was given to the
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs who cleared it, and it was
only after that process that the
person got a passport and permission
to use the ticket. As I stated earlier,
whatever the defects of that set-up
and whatever its limitations and
violation of rights of people and of
public organizations, it was working
reasonably well. There were some
very arbitrary and, may I say,
perverse decisions made, but it
worked well.

I want to draw the attention of the
House and the Members of the
Government to this fact: on
June 11, 1964, the very day on which
the Coalition Government of the
S. L. F. P. and L. S. S. P. took office,
new restrictions were imposed by
way of a new circular of the Ministry
of Defence and External Affairs.
I do not think my hon. Friends of the
L. 5. S. P. could have been respon-
sible for this circular, but it is
operating now and to that extent
they are responsible. The effect of
this circular is not merely to close
down all opportunities of foreign
travel but, what is much worse, to
arrogate to the Government the
impermissible right to interfere
in the affairs of private public
organizations in this country.

I wish to quote from this circular.
Let it be known what the Ministry
of Defence and External Affairs is
doing.

The Circular of 11th June says:

“In future the Government of Ceylon
will, as a matter of policy, not entertain
any invitations which are extended by
foreign Governments or other foreign
agencies to individuals or to private ins-
titutions and organizations  in Ceylon.
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The procedure to be followed will be that
any invitation which foreign Governments
or foreign agencies wish to extend should
be addressea direct to the Government of
Ceylon by the Mission of that country
concerned. The communication from the
Embassy should state the exact nature
and purpose of the invitation and the
number of persons invited. Any such
invitation which stipulates that the selec-
tion of persons should be made from any
specific association or organization of
Ceylon will not be entertained. The
Government of Ceylon will decide
whether an invitation so extended is to
be accepted or not and in the case of
invitations which are accepted the
Government will select the persons to
be nominated. ”

This Circular is being operated
ruthlessly and relentlessly today.
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(Mr. Keuneman)

All hon. Members are responsible.
This Circular is both grossly undemo-
cratic and patently absurd. It means
that no leading public organization mn
Ceylon, be it 2 political party, a trade
union, a cultural organization, a
religious organization, a sports
association——
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(The Hon. T. B. Ilangaratne—Minister
of Internal and External Trade and
Supply)

D. M. K,

ey .

(B Qsarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

__Tf the D. M. K. is still legal—you
made it illegal—or any other organi-
zation in Ceylon can accept a direct
invitation from a public organization
of another country to attend a con-
ference or a seminar or visit that
country even though no expenditure
of foreign exchange is involved. It
means that the Government arrogates
to itself the right to decide not only
whether or not an invitation is to be
accepted but also, if it is accepted, to
whom the invitation should go and
which persons are best suited to re-
present any particular organization,
abroad.

coDemdBu 3. 8. 3. honDHBY
(& g8)

(QLr&Lir F. 6TLh. 6ff. 51T & 5T 5 69— [ &
QT )

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

The Government can send me even
as the representative of the/d.-VoP,

Beddm 75 @ex C®
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(Mr. Keuneman)

It means that no one other than
Government nominees can go abroad
in future. It reduces itself to the
absurdity which has been mentioned
by the hon. Member for Nallur
(Dr, Naganathan). Suppose some
organization invites the J. V. P. ; then
the invitation has to be given not to
the J. V. P. but to the Government of
Ceylon. The Government of Ceylon
wiil then decide whether to accept it
and then, having accepted it,
they might appoint Dr. Naganathan
in spite of the fact that the other
organization does not want him at all.
This is the futile, fatuous and utterly
reactionary position that has been
established.  What is the purpose?
The Circular also means that no
organization in Ceylon which is a
member of any international organi-
zation, be it of trade unions, youths,
women, sports, be it cultural,
religious, or scientific, or an organiza-
tion of journalists or what have you,
will in future be able to exer-
cise their membership of that
organization. To start with, these are
international bodies. As such they
do not have embassies in this coun-
try. Therefore they cannot even send
an invitation through the embassy as
they are required to do, Secondly,
the Government actually claims the
right now to decide who should go as
delegates to these meetings of inter-
national bodies. They claim the right
that the international body should
invite the Government even if the
Government is not a member.

; am not talking about ima“inary
things, I am talking about a concrete
case which I personally know. It has
taken place after the formation of the
present Government even though the
application was made before the for-
mation of the Government and before
the circular was issued. Mr. Sarath
Muttettuwegama is president of the
Ceylon Federation of Communists
and of other progressive movements.
He is a member of the executive
committee of the World Federation
of Democratic Youth to which
the oFederation of Communists
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and other progressive youth leagues
are affiliated. There is another
member of the executive committee
and he is a member of the S. L. F. P.
Youth League which is also affiliated
to this association. The World Fed-
eration of Democratic Youth is hold-
ing a meeting of its executive com-
mittee, a meeting that can be attended
only by members, Mr. Sarath Muttet-
tuwegama, as a member, was invited
to attend, and a ticket was supplied.
He applied for clearance to go abroad.
He was refused on the basis of this
circular. Now, what does the Govern-
ment want done in this case ? How
can the World Federation of Demo-
cratic Youth invite anybody other
than a member of the executive com-
mittee ? Can it invite the Prime Min-
ister to come and attend as a member
of the executive committee if she is
not a member ? Can it invite Mr. N.
Q. Dias ? Does the Government claim
the right to decide who should repre-
sent the Communist Youth Leagues at
a meeting of the World Federation of
Democratic Youths ? Suppose they go
and appoint Mr. J. R. Jayewardene :
we will have to send a telegram say-
ing he does not represent us. It is not
only the patent absurdity of it, but
what the Government is in fact
demanding is that they should have
the right to invite the representatives
of public organizations to decide for
them who should best represent them
and to utilize the entire system of
political control for the purpose. I
think it is an utterly impossible posi-
tion. I do not know whether the
members of the L. S. S. P. and of the
S. L. F. P. are aware of this.

a& VsIBDSewny
(Querres oyisssanr exmar )
(An hon. Member)

They are aware.

SNV 5Y D,

(. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

If they are not aware of it, let them
be aware of it now. I ask them, do
you justify this ? Can you consider
this as an important matter.  that
should be supported ?

1964 #4& 10
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8. cu @Oy Lwlon Dw. (DVHE)

(5. 10 QFd_ar eufban—ousser)

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Wattala)

Yes, reply. Give us an assurance
now.

SDOBY D¢,
( frﬁrg GClsarLner )
(Mr. Keuneman)

I demand that all these restrictions
on foreign travel abroad which do not
involve foreign exchange be auto-
matically and immediately with-
drawn. I do not see any reason what-
ever for the continuance of a system
of such political control and of such
an invasion of the fundamental rights
of human beings and public organiza-
tions in this country. It is a deplor-
able situation. A large number of
people are being put to great incon-
venience and harassment. Not only
that, all sorts of new regulations are
being brought in. Today, if you are
lucky to get through all these, you
have got to bring the birth certifi-
cate ; If you cannot produce the birth
certificate, you do not get a passport.

I do not know whether my good
Friend the hon. Member for
Avissawella is having one. Probably
not. I know that Mr. D. S. Senana-
yake never had one. He said in this
House that he never had a birth cer-
tificate. I do not know whether
Prime Ministers require passports to
go abroad. But, today, according to
the latest circular you cannot get a
passport unless you produce the origi-
nal of the birth certificate and proof
of permanent residence. It is an
utterly fantastic situation. What is
the need for these things. I submit
that these restrictions be immediately
withdrawn.

There are a number of other
matters to which we have referred,
but I shall not advert to them on this
occasion. I thank the hon. House and
yourself for the patience with which
you have listened to me and I have
pleasure in moving the amendment
of the Communist Party.

I move, as an amendment to the
Address at the end to add the words :
“We welcome such  progressive

Teasuros”’as are mentioned in Your
Excellenicy’s Address but also urge the
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need for early steps to give effect to the
following measures in the course of the
present Session :

(1) the declaration of a Republic;

(2) a legal requirement that all com-
panies registered in Ceylon and
all resident individuals should
maintain their accounts in the
Bank of Ceylon and/or the
People’s Bank only ;

(3) the winding up of all subversive
imperialist agencies functioning
in Ceylon at present;

(4) the ending of delays and obstruc-
tions in the field of industrial
projects in the public sector, a
review of the manner in which
new industries in the private
sector are approved, and a re-
orientation of basic policies in
regard to industry, agriculture,
fisheries, irrigation and land
development ;

(5) the granting of political rights to
teachers and to all employees of
the Public Service, the Local
Government Service and the
public corporations whose duties
do not require the exercise of an
official discretion in matters
affecting members of the public;

(6) the extension of democratic and
trade union rights, including the
withdrawal of the restrictions on
travel abroad where no expendi-

. ture of foreign
involved, the legal right of offi-

cials of registered trade unions.,

to have access to and hold meet-
ings of their members on estates,
and the removal of all limitations
on the rights of affiliation of
trade unions in the public sector;

(7) the preparation of a scheme to
relieve rural indebtedness ;

(8) the amendment of the Paddy Lands
Act to ensure, inter alia, that the
Act will apply to all paddy lands,
including those in colonization
areas, that landlords are removed
from cultivation committees, and
that cultivation committees have
the power to put ande goviyas
back into possession of lands
while legal proceedings regard-
ing tenancy rights are pending ;

(9) the revision of the labour laws so
as to bring them up to date; the
introduction of a Gratuities Act
to cover the past services of em-
ployees that are not covered by
the Employees’ Provident Fund ;
and the prohibition of the dismis-
sal of employees) in-q pPrivate
establishments without &, proper

el 0575 &5 DE®
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inquiry by and with the approval

of the Department of Labour;
and

(10) the establiskment of a National
Theatre, a National Film Corpo-
ration and a National Sports
Council. ”

=88 8B dw. (DA&EBS®)
(8- Guiell efl&ro&map—aibLypin9
9-01)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—Kambu-
rupitiya)

88xsF 86 wém GS.
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(QLr&iLg pra&prser)
(Dr. Naganathan)
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(8. o seflmsid)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
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(Mr. Amirthalingam)
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DerG neor.

Mr. Speaker, the last few months
have been momentous ones in the
recent history of this country and
the year ahead will be a most crucial
one in view of the alignment of
| forces that has taken place.

Much more than the so-called
revolutionary change that took place
in 1956, the present formation of the
Coalition Government marks a signi-
ficant milestone in the history of this
country. I say this advisedly,
Mr. Speaker, because in 1956 a
powerful centre party with a power-
ful leader at its head had a few
Marxist elements in its ranks, and
they went to the country on an
essentially communal slogar, on ‘an

Bewldrm OsF¥5) @68 C®
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essentially racial cry, and thereby

managed to capture PpOWer ; but
today the situation is not that.
Today, a weak and tottering

g. L. F. P. Government has entered
into an alliance with a strong, well-
knit Marxist party led by some of
the best brains in this country,
namely, the L. S. S. P. ; and the tenor
of the speeches that were made on
the Floor of this House yesterday
and this morning by the hon. Mem-
ber for Avisawella and the hon. First
Member for Colombo Central (Mr.
Keuneman)

od 953 RDéewnyY

(Qsorres omsssalr @RI )

(An hon. Member)

He is the Second Member for
Colombo Central.

eSEDEDY 0@ o,

(8 am. o B FellE1&1h)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Whether he be the Second or Third
Member for Colombo Central, he has
been going down steadily from being
the First Member. Anyway, he is
the spokesman for the Communist
Party.

The tenor of the speeches makes
it quite clear, however bitter the
M. E. P. and the Communist Party
may be, that though they are not
there in the seats of the Government
to share its power, they will be with
the Government, with the Coalition
Government, on all crucial issues.
That is why I say that this is the
real turning point in the history of
this country. Many more re-
alignments may take place with
regard to personnel—a few members
on that side who cannot fit into the
new set-up may come over here and
a few individuals on this side may
go over to the Government Benches
—but the basic alignment of forces
and what I may call the basic
polarization of the leftist and right-
ist elements in this country has
inevitably taken place. It is in this
context that we have to view the
latest 'developments in this country.
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Our hon. Friends of the L. S. S. P,
have got into the Coalition Govern-
ment with a plan of their own. They
have been the forerunners of Marx-
ism and socialism in this country and,
I dare say, many of us who have
been driven into the present position
of having to fight the national libera-
tion struggle of the Tamil-speaking
minority would have been happier if
a real socialist Government under
the leadership of men of the calibre
of the Hon. Minister of Finance
(Dr. N. M. Perera) and the hon.
Member for Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) could have
been formed. But those thoughts
are only the might-have-beens of
history and there is no point in our
thinking of them.

When the L. S. S. P. accepted the
four points of the S, L. F. P, they
surrendered to Sinhala chauvinism.
When I speak of the four points of
the S. L. F. P. I mean the points re-
lating to Buddhism, language, citi-
zenship—those are the three import-
ant points. They went back on al]
they stood for and fought for on the
Floor of this House since 1948, They
condemned the citizenship laws,
which my hon. Friends of the U, N. P
promulgated, as reactionary and re-
trograde. Today they have pledged
themselves to uphold and support
those laws and find a solution to the
vexed citizenship question, to the
vexed question of the estate Tamil
population, within the ambit of those
very same laws. Do they seriously
think that they can find a solution
to the problem within those laws ?

CeRemnden ey
(Q_mrae_i BTS BT &6 )

(Dr. Naganathan)

Never !

GSENEY 0 ® O,

(8. o 8igellimis)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Similarly on the question of
language they are seeking to find a
solution within the existing laws.
The Sinhala Only Act received frofh

1064 248 10
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the hon. Member for Dehiwela-Mt,
Lavinia the most eloquent opposi-
tion of a standard which would have
done credit to any international
party. The case against the Sinhala
Only Act was argued most eloquently
by him. Where are they today ?
They are prisoners in the Sinhala
Only camp.

As for Buddhism, we have no
grouse against their doing anything
for Buddhism, but if Buddhism is
going to be the Buddhism preached
by Mettananda and N. Q. Dias, if
Buddhism is going to be the aggres-
sive, militant and, I would say,
almost reactionary cloak for activi-
ties of a fascist nature of the type
indulged in by the B. J. B, then I
am sure the L. S. S. P. has travelled
very far. They have undoubtedly
toiled for the masses of this country
and fought for the rights of the
minorities. Unfortunately, those are
all things of the past. Anyhow, it
gives one a certain satisfaction to see
the Hon. Minister of Finance and
his comrades seated there. The Hon.
Minister of Finance richly deserves
to occupy that office. Personally, we
have the greatest affection for him
and we wish him all success, but, as
representatives of the Tamil-speak-
ing peoples, we have no reason to
feel happy over what has happened,
because it is obvious that the
L. S. S. P. has abandoned its stand
for justice and fairplay to the
national minorities.

It is most curious that in the ten-
point programme that the L. S. S. P.
put forward before the S. L. F. P
there was no mention of anything

connected with the solution of the
minority problems—the language
problem and the rights of the

national minorities, We learnt from
the papers that the centrist group in
the L. S. S. P. led by the hon. Mem-
ber for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia insisted
that the basis for negotiation
between the L. S. S. P. and the
S. L. F. P. should include a solution
of the language problem. I think, in
the original proposals which they
took with them, this was included.
However, all these lofty ideals were


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

239
g FRSRSES DD !
[483mEsT ©® &w.] :
jettisoned in the process of negotia-
tion, in the process of trying some-
how or other to get there. That 1s
the tragedy of the recent history of

this country.

That is why I say that the forma-
tion of this coalition marks another
polarization in a different direction.
I say that it marks the polarization
between the right and the left; it
also marks the polarization between
the Sinhalese and the Tamil-speaking
people in this country politically.
The U. N. P. abandoned the Tamil-
speaking people long ago. The
S. L. F. P, were open protagonists
of Sinhala imperialism in this
country. The L. S. S P.ountil
recently were advocates of equality,
justice and fair-play to the Tamil-
speaking minority. Even they have
abandoned and surrendered to Sin-
hala chauvinism. There may be
good intentions among individuals
and in small groups like that of the
hon. Member for Bulathsinhala (Mr.
Edmund Samarakkody), who may
still raise the banner of freedom
and justice ; or there may be a few
individuals like Mr. Wilmot Perera
who may try to educate the Sinhala
people to a realization that this
country cannot progress unless the
minorities are satisfied. But I dare
say, all the major political parties in
this country—the U. N. P. of the right,
the S. L. F. P. of the centre, and the
L. S. S. P., the major political party
of the left—have become Sinhala
parties and forfeited all right to
speak on behalf of the entire
population of this country. That
is why I say that the forma-
tion of the coalition marks the
polarization of forces as between the
Sinhalese and the Tamil-speaking
people in this country.

This, Mr. Speaker, is in keeping

with ~the trend of political
developments in Ceylon since
the attainment of independence

in 1948. My party is firmly of the
view that the root cause of this trend
is the illogical political set-up, and
I am not seeking to blame the lead-
ers of the L. S. S. P. for what they
have done. If ever theywanted,to
come into power under 'the'present

Bewuidnr 05778 e DC®

240
B cwldznd BEAG 8w
set-up they had to do this because
the political set-up under which we
are today is an illogical one, the re-
sult of an unsuitable Constitution
with which the Britishers saddled
this country before they left us. If
the present set-up continues, either
the Tamil-speaking minorities will
perish as a separate entity or the
country will be divided. It is to
prevent either of these undesirable
eventualities, the destruction of the
Tamil-speaking nation or the dis-
memberment of the country, that
our party from its very inception put
forward the federal idea, the recog-
nition of unity in diversity, the re-
conciliation of the opposing forces,
of assimilation and separation by
federation, as the only democratic
and progressive solution of the

problem facing this country.

DS 5N R DHS
(Furprusi)
(Mr. Speaker)
Order, please !

The Sitting is suspended till 2 p.M.
On resumption the hon. Deputy
Speaker will take the Chair.

ded® 230 apmcd memEod I Ed®
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(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, before we
adjourned for lunch I was dealing
with the question of the root cause
of the political events in this country
since 1948. I said that the illogical
political structure, the present uni-
tary form of Government with which
the Britishers saddled us before they
left this country, is really responsible
for the major political parties in
Ceylon surrendering to Sinhala
chauvinism, abandoning all cherished
principles in order to come to power.

I find from the newspaper reports
that recently in Jaffna the hon.
Second Member for Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman), the leader of the
Communist Party, had stated that
they stood for reglonal autonomy of
the MNorthern and Eastern Provinces
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as the solution for the minority
problem in this country. I am very
sorry to find that the talk of regional
autonomy seems to be meant only
for the consumption of gullible
followers in the North but it does
not find even a passing reference
in the Communist Party amendment
to the Address of Thanks, nor even
a word in passing in the rather
lengthy speech which the hon.
Second Member for Colombo Central
delivered this morning. In fact, his
amendment does not seem to recog-
nize even the existence of a minority
problem which calls for an imme-
diate solution before any progress in
the economic front is possible. This
ostrich-like attitude is not something
peculiar to the Communist Party.
In fact, one finds that all the
amendments moved so far, with the
exception of the revolutionary wing
of the Lanka Sama Samaja Party led
by the hon. Member for Bulath-
sinhala betray the same opportunis-
tic failure to realize the urgency of
solving the problems of the Tamil-
speaking people before any develop-
ment can be talked of.

The Speech from the Throne refers
to the Sinhala Only Act and the
Reasonable Use of Tamil Act being
implemented in a manner acceptable
to both the Sinhalese and the Tamils.
How will this be done ? How will the
acceptability of the regulations to
the Tamil-speaking people be ascer-
tained ? Will the elected representa-
tives of the Tamil-speaking people
and the wvarious parties of the
Sinhalese people be consulted before
the regulations are tabled ? All these
questions are left vague. You will
pardon us if we are rather sceptical
of the outcome of the promises.

One has only to recall that the very
first Throne Speech of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party Government in
August 1960 promised to implement
both the language laws but what did
they do? They introduced the
Language of the Courts Bill, another
discriminating, draconian piece of
legislation, which caused further
bitterness and hardship to the Tamil-
speaking people. They did not make
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any attempt whatsoever to imple-
ment the Tamil Language (Special
Provisions) Act. When I say this
let it not be thought that the legiti-
mate aspirations of the Tamil-
speaking people for their due share
in the public life of this country can
be satisfied by the mere implemen-
tation of the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act. But even
that major concession to the demands
of the Tamil-speaking people has
remained a dead letter for the last
six years.

There has no doubt been an
addition of fresh blood to the Gowv-
ernment. There are very many
people who are hopeful that the
presence of the leader of the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party may help to
solve this problem of the Tamil-
speaking  people. Unfortunately
certain events, to which I will refer
later on in my speech, during the last
few weeks have shaken the confi-
dence that most people had in the
ability of this Government to solve
this problem.

There has been a great deal of talk
about democracy being in danger in
this country. The hon. Members of
the United National Party, particu-
larly the hon. First Member for
Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jayewar-
dene) championed the cause of
democracy in his own inimitable,
eloquent way. They have even pro-
claimed their readiness to resort to
violent revolution if any attempt is
made to extend the life of Parlia-
ment and thereby subvert democracy.
They have appealed to the members
of our party not to give up our seats
in Parliament since that will enable
the Government to secure a two-
thirds majority to extend the life of
Parliament. But what does this
democracy mean to us ? That is a
question which I want every Member
of this House to consider in all
earnestness, in all seriousness. Can
the hon. First Member for Colombo
South (Mr. J. R. Jayawardene)
conscientiously say that they have
practised democracy toward the
Tamil-speaking people during the
eight years they were in power ?
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(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—First Colombo
South)

Why not ?

(emer

¢@5m@m’ o® V.

(Bm. B glmsin)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I think it is my duty to expose this
fake democracy which they are call-
ing upon the Tamil-speaking
Members of Parliament to join in
defending. The hon. First Member
for Colombo South asks “ Why not ? 4
If democracy means anything, it
means government of the people
by their representatives duly elected
by the exercise of the unfettered right
of the franchise. This very base of
democracy, the right to vote, is denied
to one half of the Tamil nation in this
country. One million Tamil-speaking
people who toiled and continue to toil
to produce almost two-thirds of the
national wealth of this country have

been de-citizenized and disfranchised

as a result of the citizenship laws and
the Amendment to the Parliamentary
Elections Order in Council passed by
the U. N. P. Government of the past.

o8, @l Lwedim Qcn.

(B Cop- . squaui o)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Nehru accepted that.

GIEHE 0@ Own.
(&m. o sellmsip)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Nehru never accepted that. If I
remember right, the ex-Member for
Vavuniya, the former Minister of
Commerce and Trade, refused to sup-
port the citizenship laws which, you
say, .Nehru accepted. Nehru did not.
I think I was an University student
at that time, but I distinctly remem-
ber the contraversy over the refusal
of the then Minister of Commerce
and Trade in 1948 to support the

Bowldmn @785 &7 VG
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Indian and Pakistani Citizenship
Act, and the reason he gave was that
Nehru had not accepted it.

o, @l BREIA® V.

(B Cg: Y- BUTHar)

(Mz. J. R. Jayewardene)

Later in the Nehru-Kotelawala
Pact.

¢@Bm@m"m@ ®can.

(8m- g{ﬂﬁ(&ﬁ@;ﬁ'}ﬁ@)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

That Nehru-Kotelawala Pact has
not been implemented.

In a multi-racial country democracy
has always meant the provision of
safeguards and weightage in repre-
sentation to the racial, linguistic and
religious minorities. In fact, when
Ceylon attained Independence, Sin-
halese leaders, who then composed
the Board of Ministers in the State
Council, made the Soulbury Commis-
sioners believe—I think the Board
of Ministers included the present
Leader of the Opposition

&, gl HudAn Sw.
(8w Ceg. - QUeT HET )
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
No.

eDEDE 0@ .

(8. obi gdmsih)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I think it included most of the
leaders of the former U. N. P. and it
included the late Prime Minister,
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, and
great many other leaders, I think,
who today adorn the Front Benches
of the Opposition.

. ¢d. Lwdllm Yw.
(Ban Ceg. . squicui ser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Nobody.

FOEHEY 0@ .

(Bw. B gelmain)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

You may not have been on the
Board of Ministers but you may have

been in the State Council at that
time.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

245
FeF Qs hee @D :

They made the Soulbury Commis-
sioners to understand that under that
draft which formed the basis of the
present Constitution they were pro-
viding such safeguards and weightage
representation to the minorities.

—

In this connection I am sure it will
not be irrelevant to refer to the
Report of the Soulbury Com-
missioners. I read from the Report
of the Commission on Constitutional
Reform 1945, page 73. Other hon.
Members have been referring to their
past histories but I am only referring
to the past history of this country. It
says :

“These advocates ”—

That is, the advocates of the draft

constitution, the Board of Ministers—
—"“ estimate that the result would be
that, of the 95 elected seats, 58 would
g0 to Sinhalese candidates and 37 to the
minority candidates (Ceylon Tamils 15,
Indian Tamils 14, Muslims 8), making,
with the six nominated seats, a minority
representation of 43 in a House of 101.”

That is what the leaders of the
Sinhalese people in 1945 made the
Soulbury Commissioners understand
in their attempt to make them accept
the scheme of representation that
they recommended in their draft
proposals.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, where they
said that in a House of 95 elected
members, the Sinhalese people would
have 58 representatives, what do we
have today in a House of 151 elected
Members ? The Sinhalese people
have 123 elected representatives ;
that is, more than eighty per cent of
the elected representatives has gone
to sixty-nine per cent of the popula-
tion of this country. Can anything be
more anomalous than a situation
under which the majority has been
given weightage, weightage in such a
manner that sixty-nine per cent of
the population has been given, or,
shall I say, have cornered eighty per
cent or more of the representation in
this Assembly ? And that is the
sort of democracy that we have in
this country.

What is happening to the Tamil-
Speaking minority ? They told the
Soulbury Commissioners” that in a
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House of 95 there would be 15 Ceylon
Tamil representatives, 14 Indian
Tamil representatives and 8 Muslim
representatives, making a total of 37.
What do we have today in this
House ? There are 17 Tamil Members
and 12 elected Muslim Members,
making a total of 29 in a House of 1';'31
elected Members. They said that it
would be 37 in a House of 95, and we
have today 29 in a House of 151!
You can judge from this, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, the extent to which demo-
cracy has progressed in this country,
the extent to which the past Govern-
ments of this country have prosti-
tuted democracy and made it a
meaningless term as far as the
minorities in this country are con-
cerned. It is this horrifying travesty
of representative Government giving
the Sinhalese majority an over-
whelming weightage which has
resulted in the surrender of every
major political party to chauvinism
in order to capture power.

I wish to state that this monstro-
sity which is only a parody of
democracy is the handiwork of the
U. N. P. Governments of the past,
and in this bogus democracy, sixty-
nine per cent of the people have
captured eighty per cent of the seats
in Parliament and they can thus use
the unfairly obtained power to cause
further hardship to the minorities
and to liquidate them altogether.

The hon. - First Member for
Colombo South told us yesterday that
the United National Party has
changed its policies since those old
days. I hope it has not only changed
its policies in the economic sphere
but also changed its attitude towards
the minorities; and if there is any
justification in the claim that they
are championing the cause of demo-
cracy, there must be a genuine
change of heart; there must be a
genuine attempt made to redress the
just grievances of the minorities in
this country.

The figures that I have given
with regard to the extent to which
the composition of this Parliament,
of the legislature, has been altered in
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a way to adversely affect the
minorities are a challenge to any
real believer in democracy. The
figures I have quoted wiil make one
realise the enormity of the injustice
that has been perpetrated on the
Tamil-speaking minorities, and any
real champion of democracy must
take steps to rectify it. 1 do not
know what my hon. Friends of the
United National Party have to say
to this.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have re-
ferred to how the little share that
the Tamil-speaking people of this
country had in the political field was
undemocratically snatched away
from them by the United National
Party Governments of the past.

I now come to the advocates of
progress. 1 think it should be pro-
gress within inverted commas.—
[Interruption]. The hon. Member
for Hanguranketa (Mr. M. D.
Banda) calls it “inverted progress.”
The present unitary form of gov-
ernment has resulted not merely in
the political emasculation of the
Tamil-speaking people but also in
their economic strangulation. This
has been the effect of the fascist
policies of the pseudo-socialist gov-
ernment that came into power in
1956 and which continues to govern
today except for a short interlude by
the United National Party in 1960.

The Sinhala only policy of this
Government means not merely the
elimination of the Tamil language
from its due place in the public life
of this country but the shutting out
of the Tamil-speaking people of this
country from the political, economic
and cultural life of Ceylon.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like
at this stage to refer to some of the
recent happenings in the Public
Service of this country. The Pub-
lic Service occupies a not insigni-
ficant place in the avenues of em-
ployment that are open to the edu-
cated youth of the country and as
such the Tamil-speaking minorities
are entitled to expect their due
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Public Service. But
what is happening today? Legisla-
tion, grossly discriminatory, which
a properly constituted court of this
country, the District Court of
Colombo, has declared to be a con-
travention of Article 29 of the Con-
stitution, has been and is being im-
plemented in such a way as to
virtually drive the Tamils out of
the Public Service. There has been
a great deal of agitation, a great
deal of comment, in the newspapers
of the country with regard to the
injustice of this compulsory retire-
ment programme that the bW B O o
Government has introduced. I will
not put the balme for it on fthe
present Minister of Finance be-
cause he was not there. I think he
was one of those who from this side
of the House protested against that
policy. But today he is the Minister
of Finance and is in a position to
undo that harm if he really wants to.

share in the

These notices of compulsory re-
tirement were served, and repre-
sentations were made to the Hon.
Minister of Finance and the Hon.
Prime Minister. Those who TIe-
ceived such notices appealed to the
Public Service Commission and
presume that after this Coalition
Government came into existence the
Public Service Commission has
granted some little temporary re-
Tief. The condemned man is told:
“your sentence of death stands but
we are putting off the execution by
one year.” In reply to their appeals
against these notices of compulsory
retirement, this is the letter that
the public servants concerned have
received:

« Retirement : Official Language
and Public Servants.

With reference to your appeal to the
Public Service Commission against the
order of retirement I have to inform
you that I _have been advised by the
Qecretary, Public Service Commission,
that the Public Service Commission
has decided that your retirement will
take effect from 16.7.65 without pre-
judice to" the provisions of Treasury
Circular No. 620 of 18.10.63.”

Curiously enough, to those mem=
bers of the Public Service who di
not study Sinhala and had no
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knowledge of Sinhala, these replies
were sent in Sinhala only. This is
another cruel joke that these people
take pleasure in practising on the
Tamil-speaking people at every turn.
The sum and substance of this letter
is that the prisoner is told: “ Your
execution is put off by one year and
you are granted a short space of time
during which you can prepare
yourself for the execution.

That is not all. I think under the
laws of this country—under the law
which the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Ban-
daranaike introduced—recruitment to
the Public Service is carried on in
three languages—Sinhala, Tamil and
English—and examinations for entry
into the Public Service have been
held in all three languages and candi-
dates have been selected for appoint-
ment in that way. But this year the
General Manager of Railways has
taken up the position that 17 officers
who were recruited through the
medium of Tamil cannot be given any
employment and that he cannot give
them appointments in the Railway.
So what is the worth of the provisions
of the law that a Tamil-speaking
person, a person educated through
the medium of the Tamil language, is
entitled to sit for a Public Service
examination in his own language ? Is
it the policy of this Government that
the G. M. R. is trying to put into
practice or is it the policy of the
G. M. R,, or rather his Administrative
Assistant, one Mr. Samarakoon, who
I am told is a member of the B. J. B,,
and who has become a law unto
himself ? I think this is a matter
which calls for the immediate atten-
tion of the new Minister of Communi-
cations of the L. S. S. P. I do not
want to discuss at length what is
happening in the Public Service,

Let us see what is happening in the
corporations. Young men are applying
for employment as conductors in the
C. T. B. They receive letters in Sin-
hala. I know a constituent of mine
who received a letter in Sinhala with
regard to some interview ; he had to
g0 in search of a man to read that
letter and explain it to hitd'v“in'the

1964 & 10

250
B ewldznd B8 Sdcwn

process he missed the date on which
he had to be present for the
interview,

Is this the way in which this Gov-
ernment is planning to treat the
minorities, to treat the Tamil-speak-
ing people?  Various measures
which, no doubt, are progressive
have been introduced. Nationaliza-
tion has taken place, but in all these
nationalized ventures it is the Tamil-
speaking officials and Tamil-speaking
employees who become the victims of
discriminatory treatment.

I referred just now to the require-
ments that are insisted on in the
C. T. B. and other corporations, even
in purely Tamil-speaking areas, with
regard to compliance with the official
language policy—requirements which
compel the study of Sinhala by every-
body. I think hon. Members oppo-
site are suffering from an inferiority
complex, They fear that nobody will
study their language and therefore
they want to compel everybody to
study it. They feel that their lan-
guage has no intrinsic merit and
therefore nobody will study it for its
own sake. So they want to thrust it
down people’s throats at the point of
the bayonet, threatening them with
economic punishments if they do not
comply. I think the sooner they get
over this inferiority complex the
better it would be for all. If they
want to develop their language let
them develop it by all means but let
them not try to thrust it down our
throats. If we want to study their
language for any purpose of our own,
we shall study it at the proper time
and in the proper way. There is no
need for them to try to exhibit their
inferiority complex by trying to put
the Tamil-speaking people at the
receiving end of their discriminatory
policies.

Discrimination against the Tamil-
speaking people takes place not mere-
ly in the Public Service and in the
corporations but even in the private
sector. At the instigation of the
Government the private sector, parti-
cularly the big business establish-
ments, are beginning to insist on a
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knowledge of Sinhala for appoint-
ments. What chance do they want to
give the Tamil-speaking people in
this country ? Politically, they are
trying to destroy us. Economically,
they are trying to strangle us.

And what is happening so far as
culture is concerned ? The hon.
Second Member for Colombo Central
spoke at length about various hard-
ships and difficulties placed in the
way of people who want to go out of
this country. Are hon. Members of
this House aware that, in the case
of Tamil-speaking people, not only
are they not permitted to go out but
nobody is allowed to come in even ?
It may be our good luck that we have
across the Palk Strait nearly thirty
million people who speak the same
language as we do and that through-
out the ages cultural contacts have
been maintained between the Tamil-
speaking peoples of the South Indian
peninsula and Ceylon.

Literary figures, religious dignita-
ries and various others have been
allowed to come for various cultural
functions in Tamil in Ceylon from
time immemorial, but this year when
a professor of Tamil wanted to come
to Ceylon to participate in a cultural
function he was asked to deposit a
certain sum of money for his ex-
penses here before he could be
allowed to come . Do they expect
writers and artistes who come over
here to deliver lectures and to give
performances to bring additional
money to spend in the course of
their stay here ? Do they lay down
the same conditions with regard to
pseudo-Buddhist organizations and
others who come to this country on
various pretexts ? This, Sir, is an
attempt to cut off the Tamil-speaking
people in this country from the cul-
tural life, from the development of
the Tamil language and from the
Tamil people of South India. I think
these are all directed towards one
end and that is making this country
purely a Sinhalese country ; making
the Tamil-speaking people first
of all slaves and then assimilate
and destroy them altogether. It may
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be said that we have been saying this
every year, time after time, but this
is the process that is taking place
and this year it has become worse.

The commission that was ap-
pointed to report on a national
scheme of education has recom-
mended that Sinhala should be the
medium of instruction for the child-
ren of the estate labourers. Is this
not an attempt to destroy the Tamil-
speaking people altogether ? In fact,
the same commission recommended
that Sinhala should be made a second
language for the Tamil-speaking
students in the Northern and East-
ern Provinces and this year the Hon.
Minister of Education is going ahead
with a scheme to send 2,000 Sinha-
lese teachers to the Tamil schools in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces,
when we as the elected representa-
tives of the Tamil-speaking people
protested against this move and op-
posed it.

The Hon. Minister of Education has
replied to that in the papers today
by saying that even if one Tamil
child wants to study Sinhala it is
his duty to provide for it. There
may have been one or two people
who may have asked for facilities for
the study of Sinhala, but does the
Hon. Minister realize that the entire
Tamil-speaking people have been
clamouring for facilities in technical
education in the Tamil language ?
Does he realize that on the Floor of
this House, as early as 1957, the then
Minister of Education of the late
Prime Minister’s Government pro-
mised that the Technical College in
WJaffna would be developed into a
full-fled7ed Technical College ? In
spite of the entire representatives of
the Tamil people and the peoples
themselves clamouring for facilities
in technical education, the Hon.
Minister of Education does not want
to do anything in that respect. Even
in the matter of instruction to be
given in regard to modern mecha-
nized fishing, facilities are not avail-
able for the Tamil-speaking young
men to get those instructions.

Facilities for the acquisition of
various skills are not made available
toous. We have no facilities for
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higher education. The Tamil-speaking
peuple have been clamouring and
agitating for a l'amil University since
1yob, but that has been denied to us.
All these facilities are denied to us.
But the Hon. Minister of Kducation
says that even it one Tamil child
wants education in Sinhala it is his
duty to provide for suca education.
And he wants to send two thousand
Sinhalese teachers! He recruited
ten thousand pupil teachers of whom
only two hundred-odd were 1amil
pupil teachers. Two hundred out of
ten thousand seems to be a just ratio
for the recruitment of Tamil pupil
teachers in the view of the Hon.
Minister of Education.

We are no doubt aware of the
change in the composition of the
Cabinet today. As I stated in the
morning, we are very happy to find
the leader of the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party occupying the front seat which
he richly deserves, but to what
extent can we the Tamil-speaking
people be satisfied that everything is
all right, that everything will be all
right ?

I would say that so long as the
present Constitution continues things
can never be all right. Even the
Communist Party which speaks of
regional autonomy dare not speak
of it here on the Floor of this House.
The Government speaks of estab-
lishing district councils but the
moment my hon. Friend from
Welimada (Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
raises his voice they withdraw into
their shell. Somebody only has to
put up a sham fight, go on a glucose
fast, and the Government will with-
draw even the meagre concessions
that they were getting ready to give.
How long can the Tamil-speaking
minority be dependent on the graces
and fleeting fancies of power-thirsty
politicians of the south ? That is why
our party calls upon all reasonable,
right-thinking and real democrats
in this country to amend the
Constitution.

I whole-heartedly endorse the
statement made by the hon. Member
for Avissawella (Mr. D. P. R. Guna-
wardena) that this presentidecrepit
3
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Constitution must be scrapped. Th1s
Constitution which has resulted 1n
the perpetration of gross injustice to
the munoriues, wuich is heading
towards either the destruction of the
Tamil-speaking minority or the divi-
sion of this country, must be scrap-
ped. Or else the only alternative
betore the country is this. 1his is
not merely my warning. No less a
person tnan the hon. Member for
Dehiwala-Mt. Lavima (Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva) in the course of the
Debate on the Sinhala Only Bill said
on the Floor of this House that, if
the Government pursues this line,
persists in this attitude, the inevitable
consequence will be a division of
the country. The Tamil-speaking
people are not going to lie down, they
are not going to surrender without
a fight

CCVeMmNIG BNABNDSY
(QLr&i i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

We will never surrender, we will
die.

GQEMEY ol ¢

(2. Y8 el masin )

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

The hon. Member for Nallur says
he will never surrender. But the
hon. Members of the Government
seem to think that they have
sufficient power to deal with us with
their armies. They have an army of
occupation in the Northern and the
Eastern provinces on the pretext of
checking illicit immigration. They
are also there to beat us down
occasionally, but let them remember
we are getting used to their army
and will also get used to dealin
with their army. The present leader-
ship of the Tamil-speaking people,
the sagely leadership of the hon.
Member for Kankesanturai (Mr.
Chelvanayakam), is holding in check
the rising tide of resentment among
the Tamil-speaking youth. The Hon.
Leader of the House does not seem
to believe that the Tamil-speaking
peoble are really feeling that because
hewhas not been in their midst ; he
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dare not go into their midst and he
will not be able to go into their
midst. In fact, the shame of it is

that after 1956, except during
Emergencies when we the elected
representatives were placed behind
prison bars and the people were kept
down by the might of arms, Members
of this Government have not been
able to go there except occasionally
with police guards

@& QY Hodewy
(Qaerrar 9msssair GQHIT)
(An hon. Member)

Black flags.

GBEHEY o .

(8. o geflmsib)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Yes, black flags—and policemen to
beat the people with black flags.
Except with those they are unable
to go. Do you not see that the country
is divided and has been divided ?
Some people say we are frying to
divide the country. We are only
trying to bring about a unification
of the country.

Mr. Suntharalingam, the ex-
Member for Vavuniya, says that we
are trying to federate when the
Sinhalese people are not trying to
tederate. He says we are trying to
have a marriage to which the other
party is not willing and therefore he
advocates total separation, but we
and the Federal Party still believe
that the Sinhalese people and we
have to live together in this country.
That is why we have been for the
last 15 years trying to convince the
representatives of the Sinhalese
people into a realization that the
only modus operandi, the only way,
in which the Sinhalese people and
the Tamil-speaking people can live
in this country is as equal partners
under a federal set-up. That is the
only way in which a division of the
country can be prevented.,

But I will say this. I think every
year the development of events in
the South leads us to the irresistible
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conclusion that the hopes of union
are receding further and further. If
the leaders of the Sinhalese people
persist in this attitude, I will say,
when you will be advocating fede-
ralism, we will rather choose to have
a division of this country even at the
cost of several lives and, if it be
necessary, even our own lives. We
will rather have a division of this
country than surrender as a nation
without self-respect and be eternal
slaves in this country. That is why
I commend this amendment of ours
to the hon. Members of this House.

1 think I should read out my
amendment before I sit down.

I move, as an amendment to the
Address at the end to add the words :

“but regret that Your Excellency’s
Speech has shown no realization of the
most important national issue facing
the country today, namely the poli-
tical, economic and cultural conflict
between the Sinhalese people and the
Tamil-speaking people ; that under the
present unitary Constitution the Tamil-
speaking people are being suppressed,
oppressed and liquidated by the Sinha-
lese-speaking majority ; that in Ceylon
which is the ancient homeland of two
different nations with two different
languages, the democratic rights and
liberties of all the Tamil-speaking
minorities are, under the present unitary
Constitution, placed in the position of
perpetual dependence on the will and
pleasure of the permanent Sinhalese
majority and have therefore suffered
grievously ; that the democratic free-
doms of the Tamil-speaking minorities
can be provided for only in an auto-
nomous Tamil Ilinguistic State or
States within the frame-work of a
Federal Union of Ceylon ; further in as
much as the various complex problems
of multi-national and multi-lingual
countries have been successfully solved
by the establishment of a federal form
of government, for example, in Swit-
zerland, Yugoslavia, Canada, India,
Soviet Russia and others, and in as
much as the federal system of govern-
ment has secured the protection and
ensured the freedom of all minority
nationalities, whilst establishing true
unity of all the peoples in these multi-
national countries, we are constrained
to express our deep dissatisfaction that
Your Excellency’s Speech has not given
any indication or any recognition of
the fact that the most urgent matter of
paramount importance to this country
15 the conversion of the present unitary
Constitution into a federal Constitu-
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I commend this amendment to all
believers in democracy and to all
real progressives and call upon them
to find a solution to this problem
before they can think of any
progress, any development, any
amelioration of the economic hard-
ships of the people.

& . 2.6H

NCHB ¢SO Ve,

({9@ LIT V& 5 5TLh )

(Mr. Balasunderam)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, while second-
ing the amendment, I should look at
the amendment from a different
point of view. My Friend the hon.
Member for Vaddukkoddai in a
very impassioned, eloquent, detailed
speech, gave you a full list of the
grievances of the Tamil people. I
do not think there is any necessity
on my part to add to that list. He
went back to the early days of our
independence. But I would rather
confine myself to the recent events
that took place after the prorogation
of Parliament in March this year.
Shortly thereafter or during that
time, there emerged in this country
a srouping of forces with socialism
as the ideal under the name “ United
Left Front ”.

On the 1st of May this year there
gathered at Galle Face Green all the

trade unions in their vast numbers
and all the great revolutionaries

excepting one who was rather
sulking in his tent. The thunder
and roar of the revolutionaries

reached our ears even in distant
Jaffna, and some of us imagined
that very soon the revolu-
tion would be round the corner.
There would go not the tumbrils,
not the vans and lorries which are
of thuppahi culture, but the double
bullock-cart of our national culture
carrying the bloated capitalists and
reactionaries on my richt, to the
Galle Face Green, our local Champ
de mars which was to be later called
the Champ de Philip, and I thought
the heads would roll on the ground
rendering the dull green a beautiful
crimson. But all of a sudden there
was silence. All was quiet on the
United Left Front. So I was swondeye
4
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ing as to who had worked this
miracle. When I was thinking of= 1t
I was reminded of the story in Greek
mythology of a certain enchantress
Circe who turned men into swine. I
shall not say, on this occasion the
enchantress turned all the leftists
into Circean quadrupeds. Some of
them became bleating lambs ready
to follow Mary or the shepherdess
wherever she went. There was of
course the occasional growl from an
old lion of the revolution. But the
United Left Front was shattered.
The U. L. F. has become a U. F. L.—
a united front of leftists who were
like discarded lovers who were un-
cared for, but who yet went running
after the loved one, singing her
praises in the hope that some day
they would be taken. The old lion
growled occasionally, and he thought,
as it happened two thousand years
ago when Herod had to satisfy the
lust of Salome by presenting the
head of John the Baptist on a
charoer, the heads of two Ministers
would be presented on a charger to
him to satisfy his socialist lust. Even
that did not happen and there was
perfect quiet.

Of course, my hon. Friends, the
revolutionaries, the hon. Member
for Bulathsinhala, the hon. Member
for Kottawa and the hon. Member for
Moratuwa, said that this was a shame-
ful capitulation, and ignominious
defeat and an abject surrender of
socialism. But they forget that their
leader is first of all and even last of
all a Fabian socialist who believes in
the inevitability of gradualness and
in the peaceful penetration of the
middle of the S. L. F. P. He assured
his followers that very soon the Left
would gradually, inevitably, pene-
trate the middle of the S. L. F. P.
Some were sceptical, but I am not so
sceptical. I say that those whom
political necessity has joined together
let no man or even woman put
asunder.

Sir, but what amazes me or what
amazes some of the people is the
preamble to the Throne Speech where
the great revolutionaries of the past
speak of the victories of the Socialist
Revolution that took place in 1956,
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It is, therefore, necessary to
consider what those victories are,
first of all was the introduction of
the Sinhala Only Act, an Act which
I said long ago, and which the courts
have now held, is wultra vires the
Constitution. By its introduction
it placed in the position of power not
those who had the tradition of ruling
but the adventurers, men who had
never known anything of the rule of
law, and, above all, it created racial
and religious chauvinism of a kind
that not only destroyed the peace and
goodwill that existed between the t'vo
communities but also undermined for

ever the economic prosperity of this
land.

As regards this great victory of 1956
the hon. leaders of the revolution
when they were on this side nf the
House thought otherwise, but in the
year of grace 1964, in the name of
peaceful penetration of the middle of
S. L. F. P., it has becore one of the
great victories of the socialist
revolution of 1956.

The other great victory of the
revolution is that it has made bribery
respectable. During the wicked
colonial regime and even during the
wicked United National Party regime,
a man who took bribes could be
charged in a court of law.

Then came the great socialist
revolution.  Bribery tribunals were
appointed which even a man with the
meanest intellicence would have
known was ultra vires. Today any-
body can take bribes with impunity.
This is the second great achievement
or victory of the social revolution that
took place in 1956 when reactionary,
cavitalist and bourgeois intellectuals
like me were thrown out and in their
place great progressives, progressive
bribe-takers, were brought in to rule
this country. That is the second
great achievement of this social
revolution.

The third one was eaqually interest-
ing., In the morning the hon. Second
Member for Colombo Central (Mr.
Keuneman) waxed elogquent on the
invasion of the fundameérital "righis
of human beings. This is the first

Bewidm @535 eBDC®
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occasion when I heard him talk about
fundamental rights. There were
occasions in this House when the very
idea of natural justice, the very fun-
damental right of a human being, was
being violated with impunity by
Government Bills presented in this
House. First of all there was the
notorious Criminal Law (Special
Provisions) Act which, being a re-
troactive piece of legislation—quite
apart from Section 9 thereof—was a
negation of the fundamental right of
human beings and contrary to the
Declaration of Human Rights en-
shrined in the United Nations
Charter. Then our hon. Friend from
Colombo Central kept his mouth
shut. That was a progressive Bill, a
Bill designed to dish everybody else
but themselves.

ed. @l L¥wdAm .

(8 Cog. - guaui ger )
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
No orders from Moscow !

MCeBY O .

(8. uresssrn)

(Mr. Balasunderam)

That was a violation of fundamen-
tal human rights. As I said earlier,
when under the guise of implementa-
tion of the Sinhala Only Act the ele-
mentary human rights of the Tamil-
speaking people of this country were
being denied the great socialists were
keeping mum. But only when some
organization of theirs is not allowed
to go out of this country, when the
shoe begins to pinch them, they say :
“Oh, there has been a violation of
fundamental rights. Ceylon has
been made a vast prison. ” Who aided
and abetted this Government in mak-
ing Ceylon a slave State ? None but
the so-called progressives on this side
of the House. Every bit of legislation,
every so-called socialist measure, was
in reality nothing but a totalitarian
measure introduced to curb the
liberties of the people of this country.

Let us take the first great act of the
so-called socialist, progressive Gov-
ernment which has been progressing
from 1956 up to now when we are al-
mostibankrupt. The first act of this
Government was the take-over of
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schools. The hon. Second Member for
Colombo Central and his friends
sald : “What a mighty thing we are
doing ? We are bringing education to
everybody instead of their seeking
education.” What sort of education
have you now ? Any sincere man
who goes to any school knows that
there 1s no sucn thing as education at
all. A sham of a thung called educa-
tion 1s peing purveyed to the mnocent
young cnuaren or tnis land. And as
we go on i this fashion, in a few
years’ time even our university
graduates will not be recognized by
any oi the universities of tne world
and will pe like comic graduates in a
farce like that of wilpert and
Sullivan.

That is not all. The hon. Second
Memper for Colombo Central spoke
of the political rights of teachers.
The elections are coming around.
Already tne Sri Lanka Jatika Guru
Sangamaya and the Tamil teachers
wno had a rally in Jaffna have
agitated for political rights. These
Left leaders know very well that
the views of these teachers will
have a tremendous influence on the
forthcoming elections. :So they are
now saying, “ Oh, we shall give
them political rights ”.

I remember the time when the
Assisted Schools and Training Col-
leges (Special Provisions) Act was
introduced. I asked an hon. Member
of the Left whether they would
support me if I introduced a clause in
that Bill in these terms : “ Notwith-
standing anything hereinbefore said,
the political rights of teachers shall
remain unaliected ”. He said, “ No,
you need not worry. We will have
their rights granted to them.”. Two
years later I asked the hon. Member
for Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia - the
same question. His answer was,
“Yes, when we come into power the
teachers will have their rights”. 1
suppose he may now turn round and
say, “ When we come into full power,
we will give them their rights”.
When they have half the power, why
not give the teachers half their
rights ?
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Whom are these people trying to
fool by the use of their phraseology
which has no meaning—* progres-
sives ”, “reactionaries”, “capita-
lists 7, etc.—phrases used to cover the
utter bankruptcy of statemanship
among the so-called leaders of this
Government ? What is the use of
making such empty promises ? As I
have shown, the first great achieve-
ment of this Government was to
deprive the teachers of all their
rights.

There is another grievance on the
part of our Leftists. They say that
there is mno mention of the
word “ Republic” in the Throne
Speech. Somehow or other, the fact
that we are being ruled by a Queen
seems to keep them sleepless at night.
The fact is that Queen Elizabeth II
has not interfered with our indepen-
dence in any respect. In the event
of war we can remain perfectly
neutral. We need not join Britain at
all. Then, what is this demand for a
Republic ? Is it that our association
with Commonwealth countries sticks
in their throats ? Even if we become
a Republic, with whom shall we ally
ourselves ? China ? The U.S.S. R.?
Already the U. S. S. R. is turninz
towards the West.

When I pointed out that you cannot
amend the Constitution in the fashion
you desire, my hon. Friends had to
keep quiet. The only way to amend
the Constitution proper is to
summon a national assembly and
draw up a constitution. Such a
constitution should be a federal
constitution. It would be in the
interests of the people of this Island
as a whole that Ceylon should have
a federal constitution.

Look at the history of the countries
in Asia which have a unitary form of
Government. Pakistan had a unitary
form of Government; it became a
Republic and we are told that in
Pakistan there is now some kind
of basic or baseless democracy.
Similarly, let us turn to Burma.
The great progressives were at
work there, progressives of the type
of the hon. Second Member for Col-
omho, Central and others, and what
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is the progress that unfortunate
country has made, economically, in-
tellectually or in any other field of
activity that can be called superior to
that of India ? Take the United Arab
Republic. We are very fond of the
United Arab Republic; some of us
wish we had a constitution like
theirs because every one of our little
dictators thinks he can be a Nasser in
this land. What happened there ? In
contrast to that look at India.
Because it is a federal constitution
it is not possible for a single dictator
to emerge from and rule that
country. Apart from that, a small
country like ours requires a court
even higher than the Supreme Court.
India, a country with a number of
autonomous states, has a federal
court superior to all the courts
which can determine questions
of law and whether the laws
are within the ambit of the Consti-
tution or not. In Ceylon you cannot
have such a court unless you have a
federal constitution. Having a
unitary form of Government it is a
great thing for us that we have a
Privy Council appeal.

Attempts were made, I know,
somehow or other to see to it that
Ceylon had no appeal to the Privy
Council but fortunately it has been
decided that everyone of Her
Majesty’s subjects has a right of ap-
peal to Her Majesty in Council
against any wrong done to that sub-
ject in any one of Her Majesty’s
Courts. It is because we have a Privy
Council appeal, I can say, that a good
many of my Friends are here seated
safe and sound in their seats. Other-
wise they would have been elsewhere
probably locked up and facing a trial.
So let us think twice before we talk
glibly and foolishly about republics
without knowing the consequences
of what we ask for.

~ Shortly after 1956, before the dis-
solution of Parliament, a number of
Bills were passed with enthusiasm
and energy by the M. E. P., without
realizing that Parliament is not
supreme in this land, but the
Constitution. A numbert' gf" these
Bills have been declared ultra wvires
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so that I want to tell our friends
who want to make Ceylon a republic,
who want to be President of the
Republic, that it is a difficult thing
to do and an undesirable one at the
present stage.

We complain of the autocratic
ways of the Permanent Secretary to
the Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs ; he has curbed the liberties
of the people of this country,
and it is a gross violation of
the fundamental rights of the people
despite the socialist brains on the
Government side. What does it
mean ? It means that there are
Government officials who consider
themselves superior to the elected
representatives of the people and
even the Ministers. Many of the
difficulties the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment and the people of this country
as a whole experienced were due to
two Diases who happened to be in
power in the S. L. F. P. Government.
Of these two, one is receding
gradually into the background and
the other remains in full power. He
dictates everything and no Minister
dare intervene.

What does a republic mean?
Would it ultimately end up in a
dictatorship in this country by per-
sons like N. Q. Dias ? It is said of
certain Permanent Secretaries in this
Government that they cannot go to
bed and sleep well unless comforted
by the thought that they had done
that day some harm to a Tamil or a
Catholic! Having these Permanent
Secretaries, then what is the use of
a republic? If you have the
right of appeal to the Privy Council,
any person who does something
illegal or ultra vires can be brought

" before a court of law and you can be

sure that any wrong will be set right.
That is why we say, unless there is
a constituent assembly convened, un-
less there is a federal constitution
based on federal principles with a
declaration of fundamental rights of
the citizens of this country, and
adequate machinery to safeguard
hogervights, it would be dangerous
to'have a republic at all.
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S 8 9RG® Qw. (GExaEe)
(8. F. ob. Qoyjeor ar—enauraraicie )
(Mr.-B. €, Imbulana——Ruwanwella)
Where are the Ministers ? No

Minister is present in the House.
This is the same old story.

NG5y S8 ¢,

(&cm. LITQV& 5 & 7 Lb )

(Mr. Balasunderam)

Ministers do not like to see their
own faces reflected. They do not like
to see a picture of themselves as
others see them. And what is more,
this country, particularly those in
power, are singularly lacking in a
sense of humour. Quite recently
when the High Commissioner for
India went to Jaffna, I was. present
at the dinner, some of the speakers
at the dinner cracked jokes, but
those who were watching on behalf
of the Government could not under-
stand a word of what was said. They
did not know what is a joke.
It seems to me that one has to write
on a piece of paper, “What I am
going to say will be a joke”, and
hand it over to some of the Members
of the Government, and only then
they might laugh !

If they had any sense of humour
which accompanies common sense,
which is founded in a sense of
justice, then these Ministers whether
of the S. L. F. P. or of the L. S. S. P.
would not be reading without a
chuckle that preamble to the Throne
Speech to the effect that they are
going to conserve, preserve and
consolidate above all the victories of
the revolution that took place in 1956,
and is taking place even now.

Of course my Friends here, the
revolutionaries, are unfortunate
beings like myself, discarded and
thrown out. Our voices will be

voices in the wilderness even as my

speech is directed towards the
empty benches of the Government.
So I shall not tire the benches at all.
I thank you.

ool IMe @B @E» L.
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(D@ a- T S@LSF—aGE HaLn)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake—Wattegama)
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(Dr. M. C. M. Kaleel—Third Colombo
Central)

Mr. Speaker, I second the amend-
ment so ably moved by my hon.
Friend the Member for Wattegama
in such stirring words. I am sorry I
would not be able to match his
performance. I propose to be brief.

Firstly, I would like to congratu-
late the Hon. the Prime Minister on
her courage and wisdom in asking
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) to join the
Government in order to save the
country from the grave danger to
which it has been led particularly in
the financial sphere.

The Hon. the Prime Minister tried
several Ministers in the portfolio of
Finance. She had four different
Finance Ministers in one year but she
found that they had all failed. You
may think, Sir, that' there are' a
number of others in the Government
Parliamentary Group who could have
been asked by the Prime Minister to
fill the office of Minister of Finance,
but the Prime Minister did not do so
because she was well aware of her
men ; she knew they were more
asinine than those whom she had
already tried.

I must also congratulate the present
Minister of Finance on his patrio-
tism in crossing the Floor of the
House to help the country. He has
left his friends and others with whom
he had worked for years and joined
the Government. When the call came
to save the country from the finan-
cial despair to which it had fallen,
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
responded,
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The same thing can happen in the
case of my own leader, the Leader
of the Opposition. Supposing an army
of an enemy of ours landed in this
country—I am not saying that we
have any enemies, but you can never
say—and the Prime Minister of the
Government appealed to the Leader
of the Opposition, Mr. Dudley Sena-
nayake, to give such assistance and
aid as he could to drive away the
enemy, surely then he would not
think in terms of the United National
Party or any other party. In the face
of a national call he would abandon
everything and go forward and save
the country. That, Sir, is the disas-
trous position to which this country
has been brought by this Govern-
ment and the Prime Minister was
quite right in asking one who has
been regarded as an expert in these
matters—he was trained in the
famous London School of Economics,
was a lecturer in the University and
holds a Doctorate in Economics—to
save the country from financial ruin
without asking the aid of an expert
from outside like an official from the
World Bank.

The Prime Minister has also been
wise in selecting a leader of the
U. L. F. Some time ago on the Galle
Face Green was born the U. L. F.
and she thought that this was a tre-
mendous danger to this country. In
her great wisdom—perhaps not
wantonly or with any definite idea
—she smashed this combination of
parties with varying ideologies
which had united into this three-
headed monster. She made a fine dis-
section. She had dissected away the
unnecessary parts and has taken
the central head. @When two living
bodies are united and both share
common parts in medical terms they
are called Siamese twins. In this
case it happened to be “ Siamese
triplets”. She has dissected this
body, carved away the unnecessary
parts and taken the head into her
Government when the financial posi-
tion of this country is in a bad state.
Indirectly she has served this country
by this action of hers for which we
are grateful.
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The other point to which I would
like to draw the attention particularly
of Members of the Government is this
reference to the late Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike who laid the founda-
tion for the progress of the country
along socialist lines. Year after year
this is said to be inspiration for their
work. I knew the late Mr. Bandara-
naike much better than most of these
people. I was in the same school
with him. He was only one or two
classes ahead of me. When he came
back from England he entered the
Municipal Council and later the
State Council. We worked together.
He addressed a number of meet-
ings in my election campaigns.
I have a great admiration for
the late Mr. Bandaranaike. He was
one of the greatest orators not only
of this country but even of the world.
He was a very fine speaker. But as
far as socialism is concerned it will
do no good to this Government to
keep on revolving round and round
the mulberry bush by repeating his
name. You cannot progress in that
way. Year in, year out, you talk
of Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike’s
socialism and of his having laid down
certain principles.

He was in the United National
Party and he did a great deal of
work there. Why did he leave the
party ? There were the 8 points
which he raised in the Cabinet at that
time to which I will not refer as I
do not want to make a long speech.
All that he wanted was to accelerate
the pace at which the U. N. P. was
working at that time.

The U. N. P. had its language
policy. They said that Sinhalese
should be the national language of
this country but later, on an amend-
ment, the whole House agreed that
Sinhalese and Tamil should be the
national languages. The U. N. P. was
implementing that volicy. What did
Mr. Bandaranaike do ?
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(Mr. Speaker)
Order, please !
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“The Exchequer is Empty.

The exchequer is empty. With my
experience in politics and trade unionism
I will try to fill it so that I may be able
to give all some sort of decent living.”

@b DN DEBI, €O FEIG
e Bcewdd wmeconry NG 9
ccwy. deuny ob 8cE OB @
B0d0 esnBw E0mE Bk eV,
e enées BT w B, T NI
REBMEG B@WWS. 98 Gl I
cyem g8 exnedB; b §cd @B
DB, ¢ e® wCIBY Vewsy LewsS
WEET D e B WEsN WS O
Y D6 9 OB & EEAC BHRB
@ g3 @E8ew »A® G & 9
232, 2 BOy 8 GOBI&
c@H WEE D @1 cBIEB ZNAN.
any cDge a®B dncwsy 8Om WED
88 e :®BVSwm BB QCoROH B
@t @ BDEeD onew hendw S8
Bn®. O e aO@BDed®sY cDmed
D 80 Pe wf mED ev® ¢ &
ey em e, 68 B8 @Y WO tnew
oenden Bed Joew. @ BEAC wd DY
5w 6@ o LENIDD &M GEB 6GH
o Qe @dBpenry @& @
£3382)3s.

g. o0, 4.39

oY, e Y . (BDDNESw)

(Bc. Cs. Conrg—pfésairiyu)

(Mr. K. Herath—Nikaweratiya)

I want to brirg to your notice and
to the notice of the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power a grave situa-
tion that has arisen in my electorate.

All of us remember the election
pledges of the late Prime Minister,
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, in 1956.
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I remember he said that he would be
acquiring large coconut estates and
distributing them among the poor
peasants, but I am sorry to say that
one of his ardent disciples, an hon.
Member of this House, who has been
sent over next to my seat, has acted
most unbecomingly and contrary to
the promises of the late Prime Minis-
ter, whose policies he claims to

follow.

I now come to the point. You and
all of us who represent rural areas
and those who are actually in the Dry
Zone, especially the Hon. Minister of
Rural and Industrial Development,
would understand that the present
policy of this Government, is to give
land to those who have come and
occupied land irrespective of whether
such land was given to them by a
land kachcheri or not. Believing
that such a scheme was in existence,
a number of villagers from my area,
from the village called Kirindigalla in
the Wanni Hatpattu, went to the
boundaries of Deduru Oya, which, I
understand, had been earmarked
for alienation to the middle-class
allottees and which has now been
allotted in blocks of 50 acres and
above to two Members of this House
and to a former Acting Minister
who has now retired from active
politics. I refer to my prede-
cessor, Mr. Mudiyanse Tennekoon,
who was Acting Minister of Finance
at that time. I understand that these
people have been given over 50 acres
each. I do not grudge that, but I
strongly protest that such land should
have been first given to the villagers
before they were given to outsiders.

But what I am coming to is this.
These peasants were in peaceful
occupation of the land till the first of
the month, and on the first of the
month the hon. Member for Katu-
gampola (Mr. Leelananda Weera-~
singhe), along with thugs armed with
guns and dangerous weapons, with
the assistance of the police, came to
this settlement and drove these vil-
lagers away by force, burnt their
houses and harassed them. The atro-
cities that they committed on inno-
cent people can only be imagined. It
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is difficult, with my vocabulary, to
express the atrocities that have been
committed by these people on these
villagers.

©eDeHmNSH BNONDBY
(QrdL_i prsprser)
(Dr, Naganathan)

You screech !

awy. e désY Ocwn.

(8@ Cs. Canrg)
(Mr. K. Herath)

Shut up !

The hon. Member for Nallur is
vehement when atrocities are com-
mitted in Jaffna, but when it concerns
us he tries to shout us down.

As I said, the people were forcibly
removed and their houses set on fire.
These innocent villagers were taken
to the police station, where they were
kept without bail for one and a half
days. They were harassed and they
were not allowed to be bailed out.
After one and a half days of torture
they were produced in the magis-
trate’s court of Kurunegala. The
magistrate only listened to the com-
plaint of the police and immediately
discharged these people. I must pay
a compliment to the magistrate for
the attitude that he adopted. He gave
the police a slating and a bit of his
mind when he condemned their high-
handed act.

The people concerned had no busi-
ness to enter the homes of innocent
people, burn their houses and remove
their goods. I must protest to the
Hon. Minister of Lands in this matter.
I protested to him earlier and in all
fairness to him and to this House I
must say that he immediately sum-
moned his Permanent Secretary and
ordered an immediate inquiry. I am
very thankful to him for that action,
but why I am concerned is because
an hon. Member of this House has
acted in the manner of these Western
bravos seen in Western films, firing
guns in the air and intimidating inno-
cent villagers, I request you, Sir, you
who must preserve the gignity, oti
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this House and the dignity of all hon.
Members, to hold an impartial in-
quiry into this matter and see
whether the hon. Member for Katu-
gampola has behaved like an hon.
Member of this House or like 2
hooligan.

@O& 00VRBHE 0w NINGRD (@
DENBY D 828D G OBR)

(Oserray  ewgHfurew Crearpriiss—
Drrw, ®s50sril0 9fmss IyenF
Fir )

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayake—

Minister of Rural and Industrial Deve-
lopment) -

We thought he had joined your
party.

Y. e Y ®ca.

(8@ Cs. Cowrg)
(Mr. K. Herath)

We do not take discards from your
party.

A&, co@BrnE ctd BNBNGD
(Qaorras eningGiflure Caerpruigs )
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayake)
So he claims.

oy, Wy O,
(8@ Ca. Canrg)
(Mr, K. Herath)

I earnestly request you, Sir, to go
into this matter yourself because the
dignity of the House is affected. I
again thank the Hon. Minister of
Lands for the prompt action he took
in this matter.
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(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
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(Mr. Speaker)
" The Hon. Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries will reply.

ceemndw BHABZHDBY
(QLr&Lii Freprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Sir, I will not take more than a
few minutes.

aé @mBe DY, 8. cuelsh (8¢€
@oOB)

(Qaerror @arpf erar. arib. QuBGrrr—
5 &) gfﬁmmﬁi&&)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera—Minister
of Finance)

We must have time to reply.

eeDemBw NABNDBY
- (Or&i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I am sorry that the Minister of Food
is not here. In the plantation dis-
tricts the workers who produce 60 to
70 per cent of the wealth of this
country are being issued rice which
is not suitable to feed even cattle.
This has been going on for some
weeks and I have collected samples
of it from the estates. I would re-
quest the Minister to see that these
workers are not treated in such in-
human fashion but that good rice is
issued to them.

Secondly, I have spoken to the
Minister of Finance about the issue
of cheques in Sinhalese to the teach-
ers in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces. On representations made
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earlier to the Government, it was
very properly stopped. I understand
that from this month again cheques
are to be issued in Sinhalese. As the
Government desires to settle the
language question amicably and to
the satisfaction of both sides I request
the Minister not to forget it. I am
bringing this matter to the notice of
the Minister as a reminder, and I hope
he has not forgotten it.

DABNGED
o (FurFTLST)
(Mr. Speaker) ;

The Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions.

&. oo, 4.52
A& rande Y. DO, euedd

- (Qzerrey serplF erer. erd. QUCTIr)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Sir, he is not here. May I answer.
With regard to the question of Air
Ceylon I wish to say that the matter
is being actively gone into by the
Minister concerned. I can assure the
hon. Member that in consultation
with the unions concerned the whole
question of the re-organization of Air
Ceylon is being seriously considered
and active steps are being taken.

With regard to the Avro ’plane, this
matter came up to me as Minister of
Finance. In point of fact, lawyers
were consulted in regard to this
matter to see whether it would be
possible to cancel that agreement. I
am afraid that the steps taken are
such that it is not possible to cancel
that agreement. Therefore, we were
compelled to buy the avro aeroplane.
I am sorry. I personally would have
preferred to buy two Chipmunks
instead of the one that we have to
buy. This whole question was con-
sidered by the special committee and
the hon. Member for Dehiwela-MLt.
Lavinia (Dr. Celvin R. de Silva)
looked into the legal aspects of this
matter and found that it was not
possible to cancel the agreement.

With regard to this particular
individual who is supposed to be go-
ing, the position is not as the hon.
Member pointed out. The Chairman
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and the Directors of the Air Ceylon
Corporation get, under in’ternz_itl'onal
conditions, a special concession of
free air travel.—[Interruption]. Not
only that, in the case of the Chair-
man, his family and children are
entitled to that. This is a general
international air agreement, a recip-
rocal agreement that exists not only
for Air Ceylon but for all other air
lines throughout the world. So, this
particular gentleman was going any-
how to England for studies. This
matter came up to me also to consi-
der whether we should allow this
concession which he has already got
I thought it better, instead of spend-
ing our own money, to make use of
this concession that we were getting.
Otherwise, we would have had to
sanction some exchange from our own
money. That is as far as that ques-
tion is concerned.

With regard to the question raised
about the empty exchequer, I think
the hon. Member knows—and this is
not a secret—that the previous Bud-
get was based on deficit financing to
the extent of about Rs. 400 million
to Rs. 500 million. I do not think
it is a secret that if you have a deficit
Budget, obviously you cannot have
the exchequer brimful. I have said
that more than once only to point out
to various people who come to me
now for immediate relief on various
matters like adjustment of wage
guestions and so on, that all those
questions will have to await look-
ing into the whole question of the
exchequer. That is the only impli-
cation. But I certainly will, during
the course of this Throne Speech
Debate and more specifically during
the Budget Debate, explain the full
position with regard to the finances
of the country.

In regard to the question raised
by the hon. Member for Nallur, I shall
look into it. .

a& 8. 8. ¢ BCED

(Qsorrey &. (. 19 Qveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

In regard to the matter raised by
the hon. Member for Nikaweratiya,
whicn 'was brought to my notice
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[0 8 8 ¢ 8]
earlier in the day, I am aware of that
fact, and I sent for my Permanent
Secretary and asked for a report from
the Government Agent. I cannot do
anything more than that.

Then, about the transport of oil to
Oruwela which the hon. Member for
Kottawa raised, I had gone into this
question even before the matter was
debated in the House. In fact, it is
a matter that caught my imagination,
and I asked the Irrigation Depart-
ment to look into the question of the
drainage channel for paddy fields in
the area, and they have drawn up
a scheme for the drainage of the
water-logged fields. But the ques-
tion of the transport of iron ore by
water from the Kelani-ganga to the
factory is a question of a different
nature. It costs much more money ;
the channel will have to be deepened
and broadened more than we require
for drainage, and that matter is being
investigated by the Irrigation De-
partment in coordination with the
Steel Corporation, but no finality has
been arrived at as yet.

As regards the question of drainage,
we have come to a decision on it ; we
will cut canals and drain the water
out. That is simple. But the
dimensions of the channel for trans-
port purposes will depend on the
requirements of the Steel Corpora-
tion.
settled yet.

8. B. @8. 9BIBA» Sw.
(B 2. 19. . @enreui ser)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunhawardena)

Do not try to delay matters.
can finish it in a shorter time.

You

ad 8 8 ¢ 8
(Ozerrey 7. 1. 9. Gvour)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
But they must agree.

Bewldnm YL @ew ACw

That question has not been
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it ws &St @mamilasar-—aeir@
g;mmé&rﬂs&r
urrreswerps srilughe)

(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of -
Local Government and Home Affairs)

@S DN EDDNOB, czNONEd oy
57 B (8. 8. 8. 9exddA® Ow.)
aes ST DO ST HE® POBY
cOXRO & 8BER& 6¢O WMmOB&.
Sed8ewsT® I g me e ©ndM
«ed D Bew & Sfery ©EBW&
D5F & g0 @35y Bedm. & dm
B@em c5NedB, B’ AW DY
10 20 28» 8RN0 cwdF BSwsY
988uny 8 88®» g»d, 0 »O T
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Y& Do 8w CEWY, uwmulOnm B,

0¥y O&WACs IO IPWEL,
g . 4580 ge &» wummuldBwe
emn?d, 1964 &€ 13 2» weon @ .
10 2 ey »d Se .

FoLl, @aranpus oysETS BT
wrersBHpEoww, 19. . 4.58
@, 1964 o~% 13 oyb Gzl
Bis” Dipevin @p. 1. 10 we
uT &% Senausals QLppSl.

Adjourned at 4.58 p.m. until
10 a.m. on Monday, July 13;
1964, pursuant to the Resolution
of the House this Day.
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