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8. 8 @8 9»dIN®» Ow. (gSeden
e2E )

(8. 1. L. sy @M@Jﬁ'f&@—@{ﬁ@&fﬁ
) .

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

I do not know, Sir—the position is
not very clear. How long do we
propose to sit tomorrow evening ?
Not 7 p.M. surely ?

DS BN Do
(FLr pruisir)
(Mr. Speaker)
Yes, 7 P.M.

8. 8. @l @mdiim» w.
(8w 1. 1F. yi. Gerarger)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I was under the impression that
we had agreed to sit till about 9 p.m

ad 8. 8 ¢ 8D
(Qserras &. 15. 19- @évmﬂr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
38 sy daf eemdn.

8. & @l 9nddRn Sw.

(Bp. 1. F. oyi. Gewrei ger)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

R O 508 6ndnY D™
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©En5 By dw cxne 65Y ¢ ?
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WG oy Bos DO EEAC @ @B)

(Qsorras erib. (F. 19 Qerdier Qe ser
—Qsriflev, eifemwliy oyeinFei)

(The Hon. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwar-
dena—Minister of Labour and Housing)
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. (Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
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©& ¢ cmbm H8250m

(Qsorras 9. QFriier & faui g )

(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Do w8 9 dm A def eDsY
DB Réemm DS O 65Y.

8. 8. @8. @»IIV® Dw.

(B . F. yi. Gavaiiser)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

The position was not made very
clear to us. We were under the im-
pression that we were to get a little
more time. As a matter of fact,
some Members have already been in-
formed that they will not get the op-
portunity of participating in this
Debate.

DS 565D

(& Lm BTt
(Mr. Speaker)

At the Leaders’' conference it was
decided to give 15 hours to the Op-

position and 11 hours to the Govern-
ment.

8. 8. @8. 9D Q..

(8. 1o 1. . @Hewar ser)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I merely want to ask whether it
would not be possible for us to sit

even after 7 p.m. tomorrow if the
House decides.

o 8 8. ¢ B
' (Qserrar 2. 19. 19. Q'Gbmm')
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I am giving notice of this Motion
according to the decision taken by
Leaders of Parties at the conference
we had, and I see no reason to
change if.

5 W
- (6200 d)

(B 1o Q. gy @@ijﬁ"ﬁm———gﬁﬂ‘f;.
Lmrai) '
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena—Kottawa)

The understanding at the Party
Leaders’ meeting was that we con-
tinue at least on Tuesday and
Wednesday till 9 p.m. That was the
understanding given by Mr. Speaker
and by the Hon. Leader of the
House, and I am surprised——

@s 9HPIA®»  Ow.

Bewldm @sFE @& ACW
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8. 8. @3 @@:osan dw.
(Qsorrar 1g. GFETUEFT @ g uir et )
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

The minutes are there; you can
refer to the minutes of the Leaders’
meeting.

8. 3. @8 @HISID Y.

(B 1o 9. T @R Ul GG )

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

I would like to refer to the minutes
in that case, because the decision was
that we continue on Tuesday and
Wednesday till 9 p.M.

odl ¢ e BV
(Qzsorrar 19 QariiFr & pPlearger)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

If we had so decided, we have no
objection. But, what I say is that
the Leaders decided to go on till
7 p. on Tuesday, and the minutes
will tell you that.

8. 8. @8 @HITAD V.
(B . 9. 2 7. (@eRTalr o)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

I am very sorry that the minutes
sare otherwise; but the discussion
was to that effect.

ceDemnBe Ow. T. IHIBR»
(gmdledes)

(Qur&Li erow. . o) 5 T 105 1 om—9) %
@& paven )

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe—Akuressa)

Whatever the minutes really say:
will we have an opportunity of speak-
ing ? It may be necessary that we
will have to extend the time of the
Sittings a few hours more.

as 8 8. ¢ B
(@{5-‘,. 2. 2. 19- HAeoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

If I may interrupt, I got here with
me a copy of the minutes of this meet-
ing certified by the Clerk of the
Hotise''and probably sent to me on
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your orders. I shall read the rele-
vant portions from paragraph 1 (b)
and (c¢) :

“the hours of sitting on the 9th and
10th should be normal but on the 13th
and 14th July the hours of sitting should
be from 10 A.m. to 7 p.m. while on the
15th it should be from 10 a.nm. to 9 p.M.

“allowing a “half-hour each day for
Questions. ”...”

I presume that copies of the
minutes of the meeting have been
sent to the other parties too.

DS5N =t o) [O))
(Furpruss )

(Mr. Speaker)

I think according to the minutes

of the conference we are sitting till

-7 p.M. today and tomorrow and till

9 p.Mm. on Wednesday. That is the

decision agreed upon by Party Lead-

ers at the meeting held on the 8th of
July.

ce@emnda . IJ. SeBow
(Qur&Li eren. ar. afls&rwfman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe) -

- On Tuesday and Wednesday we
‘can go on till 9 p.m.

2O BNGEDD
(FurprsT)

(Mr. Speaker)

We may go on, but a decision has
been taken as to the hours of
Sitting.

8 8. 98, 92D S,

(Bm . Q. gi. sewariser)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

|

We have agreed to go on till 9 p.M.
on the 15th. What is the decision
now ?

O BN LN
(Fur BTLST )

(Mr. Speaker)

The ~cision says, “on the,15th, it
should be from 10 A.m. to 9'/ar:”

1964 =@ 13
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oé 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qzorrer &. (F. 3. Govaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I may also add that if you hold
conferences of Leaders of all Parties
and if they come to conclusions, there
would be no purpose in holding such
meetings if the decisions are to be

changed at the will and pleasure of

individual leaders.

NS BN G DD
(& Lmr prws)
(Mr. Speaker)

I think we should honour the
decision taken at the Party Leaders’
meeting.

8. 8. @& 9HRIEAP w.
(Bap. 1. 9. . Gerarger)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

We have discussed this and we
have arrived at the decision that we
go on till 7 pm. I was wondering
whether it should have gone into this
Motion in this form.

ad ¢ ewmBn 8825
(Qzerres 19 Qardisr & pai ser)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

This is what was agreed to at the
Party Leaders’ meeting.

D BRGNS

(FLr Brussi)

(Mr. Speaker)

You yourself were there.

8 8 @i 9HndEID .

(,Q@ . (9. DpT @r)m@;d'ﬁw)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

That is why I said we will
continue till 9 p.M. on Wednesday.

WD BNGDD

(FLrpresnr)

(Mr. Speaker)

On Wednesday, That is correct.

el B0um clsY wmnddm B,
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(Dr. M. C. M. Kaleel—Third Colombo
: Central)

Last Friday, just before the
Adjournment Motion, I was telling
" this House that it was a very wise and
courageous move on the part of the
Prime Minister to invite the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota to cross over
to the Government side in order to
help the Government to get over the
financial difficulties into which it had
fallen. I also congratulate the present
Minister of Finance for having the
courage to break away from all his
old associates and friends and for
coming to the rescue of the country,
a very patriotic act.

£s far as I am concerned I cannot
see why this need be called a coali-
tion, by any stretch of imagination.
There were the three Leftist parties
which united to form the United Left
Front which I described last week as
a Siamese monstor born in the open
field of Galle Face. In any case, even
if those parties instead of coming to-
gether, had remained separate, there
would have been not much of a differ-
ence as things are today. '

If the House understands the
meaning of a Coalition Government,
this should not be regarded as a
coalition at all. Here is a definition
I just got from a dictionary, Its
meaning is ‘union’ or ‘fusion’
Various other meanings are also
given. But the political meaning is
“a temporary combination for special
ends, between parties that retain
their distinctive principles ’,
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A coalition is formed between
parties to attain a particular end. Let
us say we are at war with another
country. The most important thing
then is to win the war. So, although
differences between parties may con-
tinue to exist, these differences are
- temporarily forgotten and parties
join together to meet the emergency,
not for the advancement of one party
or the other but for the sake of the
country. However, the important
thing to remember is that such
coalescing parties still retain their
distinctive principles; they do not
give up their principles.

The present S. L. F. P. Government
managed the financial affairs of this
country in such a manner as to have
brought it to the verge of disaster.
They have, therefore, induced certain
hon. Members who understood the
principles of economy better than
themselves t6 go over to their side to
help rescue the country—I do not say
“ rescue the party” but “rescue the
country "—from the dangerous posi-
tion into which they have led it.

Let us examine this so-called coali-
tion. Has the entire party, the L. S.
S. P., while retaining their principles,
gone over or joined with the Govern-
ment in order to attain a particular
end ? Nothing of the sort has

happened. Some of its Members,

particularly the present Minister of
Finance, are even prepared to give
up some of the principles for which
they stood and fought for many years,
perhaps during their entire political
life. There are others, their colleagues
in the party, who said, “ No, we are
not prepared to give up our princi-
ples. We still stand for those
principles.” I may not agree with
those principles, the S. L. F. P. may
not agree with those principles, but
those Members—the hon. Member for
Bulathsinhala, the hon. Member for
Kottawa and a few others—are
standing by their principles. The
party in its entirety has not coalesced
with the Government nor has the
section that has gone over retained
its principles. I say, therefore, that
this is not a coalition but simply a
- walk over by some Members-ofithe
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Opposition to the Government be-
cause certain offers had been made to
them. That is the reason why some
of the Members of the L. S. S. P. have
gone over to the side of the Govern-
ment. In my view, therefore, this
combination cannot under any cir-
cumstances be called a Coalition
Government. Of course there were
Members in the Opposition parties,
the Communist Party, the M. E. P.
and the L. S. S. P., who were knock-
ing at the door of the S. L. F. P. Gov-
ernment, trying to find out whether
they could "come into the Gov-
ernment, because they felt they could
never form a Government of their
own. In spite of the mammoth
meetings that they held at the Galle
Face Green on May Day -and so on
and in spite of the support thgy said
the people are willing to give them,
they found they could never form a
Government of their own, and, as I
said, they were knocking at the door
of the S. L. F. P. to see if they could
get in. '

I was speaking of the principles
for which Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike stood. I paid a tribute to him
for his great oratorical ability, but
that is not everything. He stood for
certain principles and he achieved a
great deal of progress in this country
in these directions. I would refer,
for instance, to the progress made in
religion, that is Buddhism, and the
ancient culture of the Sinhalese
people and also their language. I
would say that the revolution, the
change, that Mr. Bandaranaike
brought about in this country is
religio-cultural, including language
in the word “cultural”. In other
words it was a religio-cultural re-
naissance but there was no financial
or material prosperity for this

- country.

- We see the changes that have
taken place after Mr. Bandaranaike
came into power. He has certainly
brought about a great deal of
change in the ancient culture of the
Sinhalese Race, their language has
made progress, and the Buddhist
religion has found a much more
important place than it did in the
pastiunWhen you consider the
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question of economic development,
then, I say that Mr. Bandaranaike was
as innocent as a new born baby. He
had no idea of finance or political
economy at all. I could say with
confidence from the way he had
dealt with the various matters that
came up before him, that he had
absolutely no idea of the economic
development of the country. That
may perhaps be a part of his great-
ness. Certain great men do not
worry about finances, they can go
to the dogs, but they are very much
concerned about religious and cul-
_ tural development.

The result was that this country
went from bad to worse, year after
year, in the financial sphere. I
remember—this is what I heard, so
I do not personally vouch for it—
a gentleman went to the late Prime
Minister and asked that he be
allowed to take a very large sum
of money to England, a sum running
into lakhs. The Prime Minister had
said, “ My dear fellow, do not worry
about these finances,’”” and he had
called his Secretary or whoever was
dealing with the subject and told
him to allow the gentleman to take
the money. There were others who
wanted to import into this country
goods worth millions and millions.
When the officials refused them per-
mission, they went to the Ilate
Mr. Bandaranaike., He said, “ What
is the idea of collecting money in the
Bank of England or in any other
country ? Let us make use of the
money Wwe have.” He did not
seriously give his mind to the ques-
tion of the dwindling foreign assets
of this country and its effect on our
economy.

Now, at last, the Government has
realized the mistakes that have been
made, and has, in almost a panic,
called upon a person who is well-
versed in these matters to save the
country from financial ruin.

When Mr. Bandaranaike was in
Mr. D. S. Senanayake’s Government,
Mr. D. S. Senanayake knew very
well the line of progress.  that
‘Mr. Bandaranaike wasoo.taking:
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Mr. D. S. Senanayake had another
lieutenant, that is, Sir John Kotela-
wala. He was just the reverse of
Mr. Bandaranaike. Unlike Mr. Ban-
daranaike, Sir John did not worry
about culture, religion and such
matters. Sir John was a real
materialist. He was one of those
whom the Americans call a “go-
getter.” He was for improving the
country in the field of finance. He
went about looking for financial
assistance. He was for the develop-
ment of the country, for the raising
of the standard of living of the
people.

One can at once see the difference
between these two when I say that
when Mr. Bandaranaike became the
Prime Minister of the country one
of the first things he did was to estab-
lish a Ministry of Cultural Affairs,
whereas Sir John was thinking of
establishing a Ministry for the pro-
motion of sport. He wanted to
have a cricket ground in every town
and village. He wanted to open up
playing grounds everywhere so that
children would learn to play various
games and play by the rules of the
game. He wanted to introduce
boxing so that people may fight like
gentlmen and not hit below the belt.
That is the type of development that
Sir John had in mind.

And  these two men, Sir John
Kotelawala and Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike, were rivals, and Mr.
D. S. Senanayake realized that, and
everybody thought that Mr. Bandara-
naike would succeed Mr. D. S. Sena-
nayake as Prime Minister. I re-
member talking to Mr. Bandaranaike
one day when he was about to leave
the Government of Mr. D. S. Sena-
nayake. I told him, “ You are the
rightful heir to the Throne. When
D. S. ceases to be Prime Minister—
he was always threatening to retire
—you will naturally be the Prime
Minister of this country.”

2 S 253652

(FLmr prwisr)

(Mr. Speaker)

Is this all relevant?
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ecTemende DECE
(QLrdi safe)
(Dr. Kaleel)

I want to show, Sir, how Mr. Ban-
daranaike came into power and to
dispel some of the wrong impres-
sions that have been created in the
minds of the people of this country,
and which are actually being pub-
lished as being history of this coun-
try.
minutes for me to explain that
there are certain misleading state-
ments made about .it.

I remember the late Mr. Bandara-
naike telling me that he had asked
Mr. D. S. Senanayake to make him
the Deputy Prime Minister and that
Mr. D. S. Senanayake had not said
anything about it. Therefore Mr.
Bandaranaike wanted to get out and
come into power in order to put his
ideas into execution. Perhaps you
may think that this is all irrelevant
but it was only after I left the House
last Friday that a gentleman brought
a newspaper cutting to me—

@& S 8. 9CoadY B (s sY DG W
BBS 0V o BB B»Ow EEA¢
GOB3)

(Qsarrar F. 9. GoEsrgar—oerpr 6
Qavaflpri” @ owrriry, o fCurs gyenins
&Fir )

(The Hon. T. B. Ilangaratne—Minister
of Internal and External Trade and

Supply)
Sir John Kotelawala did not ‘suc-
ceed Mr. D. S. Senanayake.

cePemnBe WECF
(Or&L i &ede)
(Dr. Kaleel)

I know that; that
right.

is absolutely

Here is an article in the form of
letters to his grandchildren by Mr.
C. Suntharalingam. I would not
have worried about it at all if it was
not the intention of the author to
have it published in the form of a
book as contemporary history of this
country. I think it is the?'‘duty Cof
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anybody who knows the happenings
of the time to put things correct
when wrong statements are being
made. This is what Mr. Sunthara-
lingam says:

“1f only D. S’s love for his son Dudley
had not got the better of his love for
Ceylon and had he adhered strictly to
the Cabinet Conclusion of 1948, S. W. R.
D. would have been his immediate
sueccessor.

That is not all ; he says further:

“The Language Bill would not have
been given currency <as an election
slogan, a slogan specially invented by
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike to rise to
power ; the shootings and killings, the -
atrocities, the blood baths from 1956 on-
wards would not have occurred and
Ceylon would have been saved ifrom the
troubles and turmoils of emergency ‘56,
emergency 58, emergency '59, emergency
61 and emergency chronic.”

All I want to say is this. It is
wrong for Mr. Suntharalingam to say
as a historical fact that Mr . D. S.
Senanayake’s love for his son Dudley
had got the better of his love for
Ceylon.

I knew those men fairly well. D.
S. Senanayake had a great love for
his country but he was faced with
this dilemma. ‘On his right was
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike whom he
admired. He had told us on many
occasions quite openly how wonder-
ful S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike was,
how well he could meet any argu-
ment and how quickly he could
grasp a situation. But at the same
time D. S. Senanayake believed that
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike would
ruin this country financially. That
was his opinion. On his left there
was Sir John Kotelawala with his
love of modern culture and material
progress. Sir John would never
have thought of our past history;
culture and the religion of this
country.

Mr. D. S. Senanayake was in this
dilemma and, perhaps—I cannot
vouch for this—in that state, he
thought that his son probably in his
mature age may be called upon to
form a Government and he may be
ablé?to- bring these two together.
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With all their ability to be able to do
different things he felt that they could
be expected to manage this country in
such a way as to make Ceylon ulti-
mately become a great and prosper-
ous country. It may have been
probably with that idea he may have
asked the Governor-General, Lord
Soulbury, if there was an emergency,
to call upon Dudley, his son, the
present Leader of the Opposition, to
form a Government because he
loved his country more than his son.
It was really a sacrifice he was
making of his son for the sake of the
welfare of this country. That little
bit I wanted to explain because
people were greatly troubled in mind
particularly those who admired
Bandaranaike and D. S. Senanayake,
that such a libellous statement
should have been made of one whom
everyone respects as one who
sacrified his life for the sake of his
country, who won Independence and

who is known throughout the
country as the ‘Father of the
Nation’. Those are general

remarks which you may probably
think are not relevant. :

Now I come to some of the rele-
vant matters in this Throne Speech.
In regard to religion, it is true that
the late Mr. Bandaranaike said that
Buddhism must be given its proper
place. I want to make an appeal
particularly to the Buddhists. We
have often come across images of
Lord Buddha—some of them very
ancient—which great men and artists
have admired as something that
depict peace that passeth understand-
ing, maithriya and love—all the
highest spiritual aspirations of man.
It is impossible to look at one of
those images and just walk past it
without contemplating and without
deep thinking. But loock at the
images of Buddha that. are being
created in the present day. I do not
know why the Buddhists are not
taking action. It is not my business
to talk about it, but I ask you ; Can
you go to the Darly Road round-
about, and look at that image that is
placed in a sort of cage and think of
maithriya or the peace fhat, passeth
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understanding or of your own small-
ness in the vastness of the universe ?
It is like a doll that is kept there. I
do not for a moment advocate that
the image of Father Legoc should be
placed there. That is a different
question. There are two policemen
guarding the image and nobody . is
touching it.

Then there is a school in my cons-
tituency in Panchikawatte, with
about 4,000 children and among these
4,000 children there were Muslim
childiren as well as Buddhist children
in equal numbers. There wer
fights and quarrels among these
children because when the Buddhist|
teachers came they removed the
desks and benches from one class to
another and when the Muslim
teachers came they found their desks
and benches removed and tried to
bring them back. This position arose
because the Government could not
supply sufficient desks and benches to
the school and the result of it was
eternal fights and quarrels. The
representations were made to us,
that is, te myself, the hon. Firs
Member for Colombo Central, Sir
Razik Fareed, and the hon. Second
Member for Colombo Central, Mr. P.
G. B. Keuneman. We jointly went
into this matter and asked for a
separate school for the Muslims, an
Mr. Badiuddin Mahmud was the
Minister of Education at that time :
a new block of land was available and
it was acquired. In fact, the owner
of the land ‘was prepared to give it
for nothing because the problem was
a big one. Thus a new school for the
Muslim children was put up and the

Muslim children were transferred to
this new school.

Then, a peon in the Education
Department  obtained permission
from the Director of Education or
the Assistant Director of Education to
have a statue of an image of Buddha
in front of this Muslim school and
for that purpose to use the land
which was meant as a playground for
the children of this school. This land
is in Panchikawatte. Skinners-Road!
South. a thickly populated area. This
land had been given to this peon be-
cause he wanted to have an image of
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Buddha there. He planted a Bo Tree
also there: the people of this area
kept quiet because they Wante_d
peace and if they did anything 1t
would have hurt the feelings of the
Buddhists. Then, he went on to build
a small shrine or place of worship;
week after week, month after
month it became bigger and bigger
and now there is a till also there to
which people contribute money. I
went along the Skinners Road South
and I found a number of large Bo
Trees in various gardens, but all
those have been ignored and just in
front of this Muslim school they
wanted to have a Bo tree and an
image of Lord Buddha. I do not
know what type of person who will be
inspired by that. The Muslim child-
ren who attended this school were
worried about this and they came to
me. I said, “ Do not touch them, for
heaven’s sake, because there will be
lot of trouble. If you do anything
it will hurt the feelings of the Bud-
dhists, but go to the authorities—the
Police or the Department concerned

—and complain ”. No sooner they

complained to the police, the police
detailed two constables to guard the
place. This is something like what a
Scotsman said, Nemo me impune
lacessit—“ no one provokes me with
Jimpunity ”.

The place is now guarded and the
peon and his followers go and offer
flowers and worship there. Is that the
place you want to give to Buddhism?

Then there was a rich man who had
a lot of tenements and he wanted to
construct some flats on a large scale
so that he could meet the shortage
of houses. The next day right in the
middle of where this man had plann-
ed to put up these flats, an image was
placed, a Bo tree was planted, some
oil lampg lit, and round them some
thugs and a number of other people
sat down. This man naturally rushed
to the police and requested them to
get those things removed to enable
him to put up his building. The police
came there and said: “ Thou shall
not touch it ”, and they placed. two
guards-there. The Police further /said:
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“ This ig a religious affair. The mom-
ent anybody touches this image there
will be a revolution in the country.”
So' the guards were kept and the
man’s land had thus gone to rack and

ruin.

The Cultural Department must
take an interest in matters like this.
Let us certainly have images that are
worthy of your great religious leader
but not these dolls and toys placed
here and there, and people going and
worshipping without any inspiration,
without anything to inspire them.

Mr. Speaker, I am now just touch-
ing on some matters pertaining to my
own community. There is this Wakfs
Bill. I have brought it up before in
this House and said that it has been
ruled by the Supreme Court that this
Bill is ultra vires the Constitution.

It was a simple thing to pass an
amendment to give us relief, but the
Government said: “ No, wait till the
Privy Council case is concluded.”
Ultimately, after our people had suf-
fered for months and months—may
be. over an year—the Privy Council
judgment was given which held
against the Government. The Minis-
ters, I dare say, have powers, but
there are certain powers which they
cannot take upon themselves in that
manner. It was the Judicial Service
Commission that had the power to
appoint Kathis.

I must admit that this abuse came
in even during the time of the
U. N. P. There was a Muslim
Advisory Board, whose function was
to recommend persons for appoint-
ment as Kathis. The Muslims were
very keen on having these Kathis,
who are just like ordinary judges,
to look into such questions as
marriage affairs, divorce, mainten-
ance, and so on, and as such
the Muslim Advisory Board knew
who the people were who would be
suitable to be appointed as Kathis.
The Kathis who are to be appointed
must be respectable and responsible
men in the community, and the
Muslim Advisory Board used to
recommend such people. In the mean-
time;n politicians used. to come and
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make representations direct to the
Minister, and the Minister had the
power to overrule the advice of the
Advisory Board and appoint any one
he liked.

The first abuse in this connection
was by Mr. Wijeratne, who was then
the Minister for Home Affairs. People
had quietly gone and told the Minis-
ter: *“ Well, these men have been
recommended by the Muslim
Advisory Board ; but there is man
who has been supporting us politi-
cally. Therefore, you cannot ignore
that man.” ' He was an utterly
unreliable person—I do not want to
go into the details of his character ;
any way, he was not recommended
by the Muslim Advisory Board—but
the Minister appointed him.

Then came Hon. A. P. Jayasuriya of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party. He
overruled every recommendation that
we made and appointed men whom
his people wanted; and the only
qualification a person needed to be
appointed as a Kathi was that he
should . consistently have supported
the S. L. F. P. Member of that area!
If he was a supporter, well he
became a Kathi. And any person
recommended by the Muslim
Advisory Board, however good
and able a man he was, however
learned he may be in the Muslim law,
was simply discarded because the
Minister had the power in his hand.
If it was the Judicial Service Com-
mission, he could not have done such
damage. @ We are very happy that
this judge of the Supreme Court gave
this judgment. He relieved us of a
great burden, and the Muslims will
be ever grateful to that judge who
rules that this is wultra vires the
Constitution. Promises have been

made in this House by the Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice that they were awaiting the
decision of the Privy Council and that
everything will be all right.
Unfortunately he is not here. I
think the Hon. Minister of Justice
will take steps immediately to rectify
matters. The Act requires only a
very small amendment, and if that
is done the Muslims will he satisfied.
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Then I want to mention another
very important matter. It may touch
the sensitiveness of some of my
Friends opposite. It is about
Anuradhapura being made a Sacred
City.

Let me tell you first that we have
no objection whatsoever. Anuradha-
pura, an ancient city, a Buddhist
centre, should be made a sacred city.
By all means do it. I have been there
during the last elections and even
before that, and I have noticed that
the officials there, particularly the
Government Agent, are religious
fanatics. They have asked the culti-
vators of large extents of land not to
cultivate. This has /been going on
year after year. Hefty men there are |
who are prepared to cultivate but |
they are told ‘do mnot cultivate’.
Water is not given to them. My
reference to this cannot be considered
irrelevant because this has a bearing |
on one of the amendments given by
our party.

Now, what is the idea behind this ?
When the people ask “ Are we to
starve ”, they say, “ No. The Govern-
ment will be paying you compensa-
tion ”. Year after! year they have
been told that, and the poor fellows
are starving. I wish the hon. Member
for Anuradhapura is here. What is
wrong with people cultivating the
land outside the sacred area? The
reason is that a huge big road is going
past this area. To my knowledge for
the last four or five years, year after
year, these -cultivators have been
prevented from cultivating their land.
When they say, “ We will starve?”,
the Government says, “ We will give
you compensation ”, Is this how you
increase food production ? You ask
the farmers not to cultivate and then
pay them compensation. Is it any
wonder that you are going bankrupt ?

Ultimately, these farmers were told
that they would be given land else-
where. By all means shift them
elsewhere, take their land and declare
it sacred, but so long as the land is
there lying fallow and so long as these
hefty, strong men are willing to work
the land, why should some use be not
made of them ? These men are’
becoming lazy and taking to begging
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| as a means of livelihood. They can-
' not do the same amount of manual
' work which they did earlier. I ask
| the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
' the Hon. Minister of Land to look
into this mater and to see that, so
long as the land is lying fallow and

| the necessary labour is available,
| steps are taken to cultivate the land.

. Finally, I want to make some
comments on the co-operative move-
'ment. The co-operative movement
is a very great movement indeed. I
remember the time it was launched.
| It was in the Municipal grounds that
| the late Mr. D. S. Senanayake lec-
tured to a large gathering. He said,
- “Rs. 300 million is now going out of
this country to India by way of petty
traders taking their money away ; if
we work this co-operative movement
' successfully, all this money will re-
main with the people of this
That was how the co-

|| operative movement started.

| co-operative.

It may be that a few undesirable

' men find their way into the co-
| operative societies—thieves, frauds,

and so on. It is the duty of the

Government to ensure that the co-
| operative movement is run
| successfully.

Let us take the case of maldive fish.

|| The other day my wife wanted to
|| purchase some maldive fish and found
that it was being sold at Rs. 8 per

pound. This commodity is a mono-

| . poly of the Government but it is find-

ing its way out of the co-operative
stores. The S. L. F. P. have been

|| in office ten years now but they have

' not been able to prevent these
malpractices. It is the Government

that has failed, not the co-operative
movement. -

I hope the Government will see
that the co-operative movement is
made a success. I do hot mean that
- the Government should take over the
I should like to tell the
Hon. Minister in charge of co-
operatives that this should be a
people’s movement and should not
be taken over by the Government.

~ Co-operation does not mean: Govern-
.~ ment monopoly.

Perhaps-the Hon:

Minister of Finance may recommend
the taking over of all the shops and
boutiques. I hope the rightist sec-
tion of the S. L. F. P. will resist such
a move, and see that this becomes
a people’s movement. Let us get
the best out of the people and not
make everything a ~ Government
monopoly. That is what we of the
U. N. P. are always fighting for. As
far as I am concerned I do not mind
who is in power but the right thing
must be done. You want to take
over the business of the shops run
by thousands of Ceylonese, the in-
habitants of this country. They have
families depending on them, and you
simply want to take over this busi-
ness and hand it over to some of your
stooges, some of those who voted for
you and who shout for the S. L. F. P.
You want to throw out these experi-
enced businessmen. You say, “ Our
policy is to take over. You can go
away and starve. Our policy is to
make this a Government monopoly.
Government will import all the goods
and distribute them ”. We are against
this policy of the Government and
we will oppose it. We are not op-
posed to your taking over any servie
that is of benefit to the public. I
am very glad that the Hon. Minister
took over the distribution of oil. That
is something of benefit to the people
and there were foreigners who were
running the business. We are not
against any progressive measures
taken by the Government, but this
idea that everything should be taken

over and run by the Government

under a monolothic state is fantastic.
You want to make the people slaves
of the Government. You must make
the best use of the private sector. The
private and the public sectors must
work jointly in order to make this

country prosperous and progressive.

D BN
(FLam Bruts )

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! I would like the
Party Leaders to take note of the
time allotted to each party, the time
taken so far and the time available.
The United National Party will have
only ¢wo more hours for their amend-
ments, for the proposer, the seconder
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and also for the speech of the Leader
of the Party. The Communist Party
has exhausted their time; The
M. E. P. has also done the same. The
J. V. P. will have 48 minutes and the

L. S. S. P,, the new section, will have
one hour.
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Mr. Speaker, it has now become
customary for us to face a new gov-
ernmental set-up with every new
Session of Parliament. Last year the
Hon. Minister of Finance described
this as “ ministerial muscial chairs. ”
This year too there has been a game
of musical chairs but with a differ-
ence—there have been chairs and
more——

O& 9GS HY
(Qzorray BQomsrgGer)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)
Musie !
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(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

—players.

For my part, I am glad, that there
are three L. S. S. P, Ministers in the
new Cabinet, and I have no doubt
that, with the long experience gained
by their intimate contact with the
masses, with their undoubted in-
tegrity and honesty of purpose and
with their breadth of vision, they will
bring to bear a new vigour and enthu-
siasm on their three key Ministries
that can be of undoubted benefit to
the country.

I do not expect them to perform
miracles, and one cannot blame them
if they do not show any spectacular
results during the short time at their
disposal ; but if they can initiate
steps to wipe out corruption, ineffi-
ciency and nepotism, and if they can
formulate ways and means to heal the
wounded feelings of the Tamils and
to bridge  the ever-widening rift
between the Sinhalese and the
Tamils, then indeed they would
achieve something substantial, some-
thing of lasting importance.

The significance of the Coalition
has been judged differently by
different people, but the stark fact is
that the S. L. F. P. has come to the
end of the road ; it has failed miser-
ably to solve any of the urgent
problems that face the country ; its
middle-path policy has stopped in
mid-air ; the policy of drift which it
had been following for the last two
and a half years was leading the
country along the sure road to bank-
ruptey.

The Hon. Prime Minister admitted
this to herself, appreciated the failure
of the middle-path policy and was
prepared to take remedial measures ;
but in the matter of the problem of
the minorities, she is still refusing to
see that this middle-path policy, this
policy of Sinhala only and a little bit
of Tamil, has led her nowhere nearer
to a solution of this vexed question,
and that it has embittered further the
relations between these two major
groups in the country.
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It is much better for the Govern-
ment to take a firm stand on the one
side with the hon. Member for Weli-
mada (Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna) or on
the other with reason, fairplay and
justice. You can take your stand
along with the hon. Member for Weli-
mada and tell the estate working
population, “We propose to starve
you, we propose not to cloth you and
we propose to push you into the
Indian Ocean”, and tell us, the per-
manent inhabitants of the north and
the east, “ We propose to finish the
process that the hon. Member for
Welimada so effectively started in
1958 . If you say plainly and frankly
that your stand on the problem of the
minorities is no different from the
stand of the hon. Member for Weli-
mada, then we shall take counter-
measures to safeguard our rights and
interests and, if we canot, we shall
perish in the process.

Either do that, or take the only
sensible, fair and just step of making
Tamil to the Tamils what Sinhalese
is to the Sinhalese. This is what
every civilized State in the world
with a mixed population has done.
We are asking for nothing more than
what enlightened world opinion de-
mands in respect of minorities and
their rights.

Of course, I see in this year’s
Throne Speech a difference in the
pronouncement on the question of
language, a difference from the pro-
nouncement made in past years. This
is what the Throne Speech says as
far as the language question is con-
cerned :

“The necessary regulations will be
formulated to enforce the Sinhala Only
‘_Act and the Reasonable Use of Tamil Act
. in a ‘manner acceptable to both the
Sinhalese and the Tamils.”—[OFFICIAL
Rerport, Vol. 56, 2nd July, 1964, c. 23.)

The fact that this Government
proposes to frame regulations in a
manner acceptable to both the
Sinhalese and the Tamils is a new
departure from the policy that has
been laid down in  past. Throne
Speeches. But whetheroo | this
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difference is significant or not, only
events in the following months will
show. But if one were to judge by
what the Hon. Minister of Justice
said in the Senate winding up the
Debate on the Throne Speech, then
I am afraid that this year’s pro-
nouncement is as meaningless and
hollow as those of previous years.

The Hon. Minister speaks of
concessions and adjustments. Who
is interested in concessions and

adjustments ? We are asking for
our rights, for our rights which we
have enjoyed for many long years
prior to 1956 ; we are not interested
in concessions or adjustments.

At this juncture I wish to draw the
attention of the House to a basic, and |
fundamental difference in Mr. |
Bandaranaike’s approach to this pro-
blem and the present Government’s
approach. Mr. Bandaranaike !
appreciated the fact that the Tamils |
were a distinct group with a distinct |
language, culture and heritage and |
that it was their right to use their |
language in their dealings with the
Government. That was Mr. |
Bandaranaike’s approach to this
problem. True, when he did frame
the Sinhala only Act he failed to
make provision for the use of Tamil
but he was as unhappy about this
position as anybody else and before
long he did try to make amends by
entering into an agreement with Mr.
Chelvanayakam on the various pro-
blems that would affect the
minorities. That was because basic-
ally his approach to this problem was
different from the present Govern-
ment’s approach. '

But the present Government finds
difficulties in the way of their fully
implementing Sinhala only. Hence
they make a few concessions, make
some ad hoc arrangements and in the
meanwhile intimidate cajole, take
punitive measures and force the
Tamils to accept Sinhala ultimately.
I wish to state quite categorically and
emphatically that a lasting solution
that will ensure the unity of this
country is possible only on Mr.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

339

Bandaranaike’s approach and not on
these new theories worked out by
these pseudo-Bandaranaikes and real
Diases. - 'That, T think, Mr. Speaker,
is the first fact that any Government
must realize if they are approaching
this problem with any seriousness.

In this question the Hon. Prime
Minister has advised us to be patient
in the course of a speech she made
at Independence Square. Have we
not been patient in spite of all that
happened in 1958 ? Have we not been

patient in spite of all the breaches of '

faith and undertakings given by this
Government over the years ? Have
we not been patient in spite of pin-
pricks and blatant—and unashamed
discrimination against our people ?
If any advice of patience has to be
given it is to those minions in the
Public Service who under the guise
of language are on a mission of Tamil
head-hunting in the various depart-
ments, it is to the N. @. Diases and
the agents of the B. J. B. in the Public
Service that she has to give this
advice of patience. It is cruel and
heartless for Madame Prime Minister
to preach patience to a people who
are being kicked about by the puny
poltroons in the Public Service,
whose actions are indirectly being
blessed by Members of the Govern-
ment. No, Mr. Speaker, the time
for action is now and not in the
future. - For our part, we ask for
a fair settlement of this problem, for
we believe that that is the only way
in which the unity of this country
can be preserved. In 1956 the Hon.
Minister of Finance, then the Leader
of the Opposition, very graphically
put the position when he said : “ Two
languages one State, one language
two States”. If that was true in
1956, it is certainly truer today. On
this matter may I also quote the very
eloquent words of Mr. Bandaranaike
when he was defending the agree-
ment he had entered into with Mr.
Chelvanayakam on the Floor of this
House. This is what he said on that
occasion :

“I wish to make reference to the state-
ment made by hon. Member, Mr. M. D.
Banda, I believe, that he [cherishes/othe
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ideal of a united Ceylon free of bitter-
ness among communities. That is pre-
cisely what I am achieving by this
agreement. That has been reached with-
out forfeiting any of the fundamental
rights of the Sinhalese and at the same
time enabling our Tamil fellow citizens
to live in this country with self-respect
and as friends *and fellow-citizens of
ours, ”

- Mr. Bandaranaike, when he was
defending the agreement that he had
entered into with Mr. Chelvanaya-
kam, said that the only way in which
the cherished ideal of a wunited
Ceylon can be preserved is on the
basis of ensuring the equal rights of
the Tamils in this country.

Undoubtedly, two languages in the

-administrative set up in this country

will mean additional expenditure,
but what is a few thousand rupees
compared to the goodwill, the friend-
ship, the co-operation, the feeling of
oneness, of the people who had
played their due part in the progress:
of this country ?

Intimately connected with this
question is the impact of the imple-
mentation of Sinhala Only on the
public servants. I am aware that
over the last week the Government
through the Public Service Commis-
sion has granted an year’s grace to
the public servants who had been
retired compulsorily, but we are not
here discussing these few adjust-
ments that have been made. We are
interested in the principles and
policies lying behind this matter.

This matter of the impact of the
official language on the public
service has been engaging the atten-
tion of the late Prime Minister and
of trade unions over the last few
years. One of the 21 demands that
have been put forward by the Joint
Council of Trade Unions, of which
the Hon. Minister of Finance was the
Chairman, is that there shall be no'
penalization .for non-proficiency in
the official language. That is one of
the 21 demands put forward on
behalf of the organized trade unions
organized working-class movement
of this country, of which the
HonaidMinister of Finance was the
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Chairman. The Hon. Minister of

Finance, in the talks that he had with
the various trade unions, had told
them that he would consider the
demands that do not involve finan-
cial commitments. This is one such
demand—that- there shall be no
penalization for non-proficiency in
the official language. I am certain
that as far as the Minister of Finance
is personally concerned, he is
certainly anxious, he is certainly
desirous, of doing what he can do
provided he is given a free hand in
this matter. I am afraid that some
of his Cabinet colleagues are still
anxious to use this weapon both
against the Hon. Minister of Finance
and against the Tamils of this
country. It is those colleagues of the
Hon. Minister of Finance in the
Cabinet that I wish to remind of
what the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Banda-
ranaike had in mind when he dealt
with this question. Every time,
every day both in season and out of
iseason we have heard the Hon.
Ministers of this Cabinet reminding
the public of Ceylon that they are
sincerely following the policies of the
late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike ;
even in coming to a coalition with
the L. S. S. P. they said that they
will not give up any of the policies
of the late Mr. Bandaranaike. I wish
to remind them and those Cabinet
Ministers, who even in their dreams
are referring to the policies of the
late Mr. Bandaranaike, of the
Cabinet Conclusion of the late
Mr. Bandaranaike in so far as the
public servants and the Official
Language Act are -concerned.
Mr. Speaker, I have said this more
than once on the Floor of this House,
but T think, it mayv be necessary that
I should repeat once again those
words because this may probably be
the last time or the opportunity I
may have to do so.

I must say the Sub-Committee,
which has been appointed to deal
with the language question and
public servants and so on, is due to
meet very soon to consider this
matter. I hope the membersiof ithis
Committee, who still owe"aliegiance
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to the policies of the late Mr. Banda-
ranaike; will remember and keep
in mind the assurances that
Mr. Bandaranaike gave both on the
Floor of this House and in the form
of a Cabinet Conclusion. I am read-
ing from the “ Times of Ceylon” of
95th August, 1963, which published
fully the Cabinet Conclusion of
October, 1956, soon after the Official
Language Act was passed, when
Mr. Bandaranaike submitted a full
and exhaustive paper indicating how
the Official Language Act was to
affect the public servants. This was
what he said :

“Pract’ically the whole of this group

__that is the group that joined the
public Service prior to 1956—

“ _have joined on the tacit assump-
tion that the language through which
their duties have to be carried out will
be English. Incidentally, there has been
no formal declaration, either before or
after Independence that English is the
Official Language of this country.
Nevertheless there can be no doubt that
the assumption referred to above was
understood to exist, both by the Govern-
ment on the one hand, and the public
) _ It is my intention
to examine the problem on the footing
of that assumption.

It does not appear to be fair, there-
fore, that an officer recruited in this way
should be forced to adopt Sinhalese as
the language in which he is to carry out
his duties, unless he enters into a fresh
contract to do so at his own free will.
Those who refuse have a right to serve
through the English medium only, and
if the Government does not need their
services, they have a right to expect
that they will be allowed to retire on

special terms as compensation for loss
of career...”

It goes on to say, Mr. Speaker :

_“..In view of this, I am against the
idea of allowing the members of the
Public Service to retire with compen-
sation for loss of career. But in order
to eliminate the disgruntled I consider
that every officer should be allowed to
apply for retirement without compensa-
tion, should he be disposed to do so;...
I have always had in mind—viz. a scheme
that will leave no room for the charge
that persons now in the Public Service
have been forced out of their emvloy-

ment under the cov i
P o er of the official

That Cabinet Conclusion goes on to
saynhow it will not be difficult to keep
inservice and continue to keep in
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g‘lllcsigiro r?f ;?Ehtlﬁ H&%se, during the dis-
of the icial Language A

both the Prime Minister ancgl th%ethei
Minister of Finance, Mr. Stanley de
Zoysa, had given clear undertakings
to the public servants that there shacil
be no penalization of the public
servants who entered the service
prior to 1956 on their being non-
proficient in the Officia] Language.

Therefore, whether it is a demand
put forward by the trade unions of
which the Hon. Minister of Finance is
Chairman, or whether you look at it
from the point of view of policy
enunciated by the late Mr. S, W. R.
D. Bandaranaike, I think it is in-
cumbent on this Government that
they shall forthwith withdraw the
notices of compulsory retirement
that have been served on nearly 51
public servants, and also, that in the
future there shall be no penalization
of these public servants because they
have not taken up the proficiency
examination in Sinhala.

This question of the public ser-
vants and compulsory retirement is
only'a part of the systematic and
planned campaign to keep Tamils
out of the Public Service. I am
using strong words, Mr, Speaker be-
cause I know the facts ; I know what
has been happening over the last 3%
or 4 years in various sections of the
Public Service. That is why I say
that this is not an isolated in-
cident, that this is not something
. connected with language but a part
of the campaign to keep Tamils out
of the Public Service.

You know, Mr. Speaker, that a
large number of accountants in the
Accountants’ Service happen to be
Tamils. I do not know whether
arithmetic is a forte of the Tamils
or what the reason is, but it so
happened that a large number of
Tamils, over the years, in competi-
tive examinations, have always
come on top in this particular ser-
vice., Various * subterfugesdnwere
tried in 1961 to keep Tarils out! of
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the Accountants’ Service, but they
failed. Now, quite openly, the

Cabinet Conclusion of October 1963
says that the examination for ad-
mission to the Accountants’ Service
shall be held in Sinhala only, that
accountants in future shall be re-
cruited only through the Sinhala
medium, and that even if an ex-
amination is held in the Tamil
medium a high standard of pro-
ficiency in Sinhala shall be ex-
pected of the accountants.

Mr. Speaker, this makes it per-
fectly clear that the object of those
who were in charge of policy-mak-
ing in this country was to keep out
the Tamils, whatever their other
merits may or may not be. Today,
Mr. Speaker, proficiency in .the
official language is required for any
government servant to gain pro-
motion.

I was surprised to read the speech
of the Hon. Minister of Justice in
the Senate where he said that no
promotions have been withheld
because of the question of language.
Of course, one does not expect any-
thing better from this Hon. Minister
of Justice who had the temerity to
say in the Senate that the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights is
nothing more than a pious hope, and
I am not surprised that the Hon.
Minister of Justice made this state-
ment.

I can give a series of instances
where Tamil public servants have
been denied their promotions be-
cause they had not gained pro-
ficiency in Sinhala. I only wish to
give one clear example. Mr, Thani-
gasalam, Acting Assistant Director
of Education in Jaffna, has been
kept acting for the last three to four
months because he has not gained
proficiency in Sinhala. This gentle-.
man, Mr. Thanigasalam, has had a
very meteoric rise in the Education
Department because of his ability.
He is today not being confirmed as
Assistant “Director because he has
notigained proficiency in the offi-
cial°language.
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As far as new admissions are
concerned, the Reasonable Use of
Tamil Act gives the right to the
Tamils to enter the Public Service
through the Tamil medium. But,
what does one find? Today in every
advertisement calling for applica-
tions for appointments in the Public
Service there is an added .clause
that proficiency in the official
language will be an added qualifica-
tion. How, Mr. Speaker, can they
make the claim that entry into the
Public Service, of Tamils, can be
through the Tamil medium?

What about scholarships?  To-
day, no person whether he be an
engineer, a doctor, or a technical
person, can go abroad unless he is
proficient in the Official Language.
1 ask very earnestly whether a
knowledge of Sinhala is essential
for doing post-graduate work in
medicine and in engineering. What
is the purpose of this regulation?

It can and must mean only one
thing, that is, to keep the Tamils
from getting scholarships abroad

and from pursuing higher studies.

I do not wish to take any further
time of this House outlining these
matters, but I have under various
heads told you what is happening.

But one is only surprised that this

discrimination does not stop with
the Public Service and the appoint-
ment of Tamils to the Public Ser-
vice. In practically every sphere of
economic activity one finds
discrimination. In_ the Throne
Speech you will see references to a
number of new undertakings by
this Government and the continua-
tion of a number of old undertak-
ings.

I am sorry that the Throne Speech
is entirely silent on the K. K. S.
harbour, We have had occasion last
year during the discussion at the
Committee stage of the Budget to
raise this matter. The hon. Mem-
ber for Akuressa, myself and a
number of others placed before this
House the urgent need to develop
the K. K. S. harbour if the cement
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factory at K. K. S. and the clinker
grinding mill at Galle were to run
at a profit. Then the development
of K. K. S. harbour and the {trans-
port of oil and of clinker from
Colombo to K. K. S. and to Galle too
can be handled profitably if it were
done by sea.

The expert from the West Ger-
man Government, who was in the
island in this connection, worked out
the figures and had said that we
would be saving to the tune of
nearly Rs. 15 million if the transport
of clinker and oil was done by sea
and not by train. I would have
expected therefore this Government
to have given top priority to the
K. K. S. harbour. That is the only
way in which the cement factory at
Kankesanturai and the clinker
grinding factory at Galle could be
run at a profit. But there is a
curious silence on the part of this
Government in regard to the Kan-
kesanturai harbour project in this
Throne Speech.

This Government is anxious to
develop the textile industry in this
country. Cotton is a crop that will
grow extremely well in the areas of
Tunnukai and Punakari. Experts
once again who have been to Ceylon,
who have visited the areas around
Tunnukai and Punakari, have said
that more areas are ideally suited
for cotton growing. A private
company some time ago applied to
this Government for mnearly a
thousand acres of land to start a
cotton growing project in Tunnukal
and Punakari. The Government
has so far not even cared to reply to
the letter from this private company
which wants to start cotton growing
in this area.

Then there is the paper factory at
Valaichenai. Over the last two
years under the chairmanship of Mr.
K. C. Thangarajah, I am glad to say,
this paper factory has been - ad-
vancing and making very steady
progress. But what is the Govern-
ment doing to this paper factory?
The Government which is one of the
Targest ‘buyers of paper from the
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Valaichenai paper factory is still
paying to the paper factory prices
that prevailed in 1960 although the
world market price of paper has
gone up more than one and a half
times, with the result that the paper
factory at Valaichenai is not able to
run at a profit. If the Government
were to buy paper in the open mar-
ket, it would have to pay one and a
half times the prices it is paying for
the paper produced at its own paper
factory. When they buy cement
from the K. K. S. factory they pay
increased prices. When they buy
tiles they pay increased prices.
here is paper produced at their own
factory but they are not prepared to
pay the market prices to make that
concern a profit-earning one. What
is the reason for this discrimination?
Is it beause this factory is located in
a Tamil-speaking province? One
tannot see any other reason for the
stepmotherly treatment of industrial
projects sited in  Tamil-speaking
areas.

On the citizenship issue, the hon.
Member for Kayts (Mr. V. Navarat-
nam) is moving an amendment and
I do not wish to speak on it except
to refer to one matter. Even we,
the permanent Tamil residents of
Ceylon, have been made doubtful
citizens under these citizenship
laws. The .former Minister of
Finance will remember that when
he introduced the Finance Bill,
particularly the provisions in regard
to the sale of land to non-citizens,
we and the Muslim Members of
this House protested violently. We
said that these provisions were
directed not against foreigners but
against the Muslims and the Tamils
of Ceylon. One finds that our fears
hardly reflect the true position that
obtains today.

What is happening ? There are
nearly 120 deeds with the Land
Registry which have not been re-
gistered deeds on which Muslims
and Tamils have been selling land.
There is a curious feature in this
matter. When the land transaction
is in the Northern or the . Eastern
Province, the deed isooregistered
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without any query, but when it hap-
pens to be a sale of land by a Mus-
lim or a Tamil in the Colombo or
up-country areas, %hen a query is
raised whether the buyer is a
citizen or not. This happens even in
Puttalam. The former Minister of
Finane, now Minister of Internal
and External Trade and Supply,
assured us when we objected at
that time, “ Please do not worry. As
far as the Tamils and the Muslims
of Ceylon are concerned, there will .
be no difficulty.” T ask him to in-
quire from the Registrar of Lands
as to how many deeds in which
Tamils and Muslims are involved
have not been registered for the
reason that they have not been able
to prove their citizenship. This is
have
been residents in this country for
generations have been made doubt-
ful citizens. We are sometimes

“called extremists when we say these

stark facts
forget or

things, but these are
which no one can deny,

gloss over.

One of the matters referred to in
our amendment is the question of

unemployment. The problem of un-
employment is something that is
staggering. 1 see that the hon.

Member for Dehiwala-Mount Lavi-
nia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) had,
while addressing the harbour work-
ers, said, “We have not told lies in
the Throne Speech, and since we
cannot tackle the employment prob-
lem we have not referred to it in
the Throne Speech ”. 1 should have
thought that any Government worth
its name would have given top
priority to the question of unemploy-
ment in this country, particularly
unemployment in the educated sec-
tor. The graduates who are being
sent out of the Vidyodaya and Vidya-
lankara Universities and the Ceylon
University number something like
700 a year. I am not speaking at the
moment of the Tamil people. I am
speaking of the Sinhala-speaking
men, 700 of whom are being sent out
yvearly from the Ceylon University
and the Vidyodaya and Vidyalankara
Universities. What is the scope of
employment that you have provided
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for these people? I ask this
Government whether they are

utilizing the talent that is available
in this country for the betterment
of this country.

Recently, a post of creeper in the
Qtate Plantations Corporation was
advertised. Of course, the basic
qualification prescribed was RS
but a large number of science and
other graduates applied for the job.
Ultimately a person with the S.8.C.
qualification =~ was selected. Inci-
dentally he happens to be a son of
a Minister. That is by the way.
What I am really saying is this. Are
you using the best of talents in this
country ? Here is a job that carries
a salary of Rs. 600-odd, and graduates
would naturally apply. Should you
not have given preference to a
graduate, a science graduate at that ?
But you gave the job to a person
with the S. S. C. qualification.

These are a few Anstances where
this Government is not utilizing the
talents that we have for the better
use of our country.

I think while there is undoubtedly
unemployment in a certain section of
the educated youth in this way there
is a crying need for technicians.
Even today if we have to hire an
electrician to do a small job we have
to pay him a fairly fabulous sum
of money because we lack electricians
of that type.

Has this Government any plan to
put these educated unemployed
through some form of quick techni-
cal training which will fit them to be
useful citizens of this country ? No
such plan is forthcoming, and, of
course, the hon. Member for
Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R.
de Silva) says, “We have not
thought of it because we cannot solve
e

As far as the Tamil graduates are
concerned there are nearly five
hundred of them who are unem-
ployed. Among them are first class
science graduates from the Univer-
sity of Ceylon, first class science
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graduates from the Madras Univer-
sity and there are even three
graduates who possess the degree of
Master of Science of the Madras

University.

I understand the Hon. Minister of
Education has some scheme to absorb
these graduates in the very near
future. If that is so I wish to con-
gratulate him, but I wish o give
him a warning. I am aware that,
there are officers in the Education
Department whose full time job is to
see how they can discriminate at
every stage against the Tamils. Iam
aware of even some highly placed
officers in the Education Department
whose pastime is to go head-hunting
for the Tamils and not do a job of
work in the department. If the

Hon. Minister has, indeed, formu-

lated such a scheme I wish to warn
him against any such officers who,
I have no doubt, will try to influence
his mind and say, “ There are excess
graduates among the Tamils. There
are no vacancies in Tamil schools”,
and they will bring up all sorts of
such trivial arguments in order to
keep the Tamil graduates out of
employment. ;

While I an: on this point of educa-
tion may I also advert to this ques-
tion of sending two thousand Sinha-
lese teachers to the North and East.
I only wish to tell the Hon. Minis-
ter of Education this. There is a
fairly favourable atmosphere that is
developing in this country. Please
do not muddle the pool by doing this
very unwise act at this stage, be-
cause as long as our language is not
given a place in this country we have
taken a firm and political decision
that we shall not study Sinhala.
That decision stands till a satisfac-
tory solution of the language prob-
lem has been found. The atmos-
phere is improving. I would earn-
estly ask the Hon. Minister of Edu-
cation not to muddle the pool at this
stage by taking this very unwise
step.

I have almost done. I only wish
to appeal once again, as I have done
on a number of occasions, to this
rovernment. Time is running ouf.

r
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An entirely new generation of youth
who have not played together, who
have not studied together, who have
not met on equal terms in the offices
is growing up; an entirely new
generation who have only heard the
worst of each other is fast growing
up in this country. This running
sore which has been polluting the
body politic of this country for the
last seven years should not be
allowed to run any more. I hope that
this Government, and particularly
the Hon. Minister of Finance, will
find a way to solve the problem that
is affecting the minorities. And if
he does so I think he has done some-
thing worthy of his name and of the
party which he represents.

I move, as an amendment to the
Address at the end add the words :

“but regret—

(1) that Your Excellency’s Speech
does not outline any concrete
steps to satisfy the just. and
reasonable demands of the
Tamil-speaking people in regard
to the restoration of the histori-
cal status and position of the
Tamil language in this country ;

(2) that Your Excellency’s Speech
does not show any change of
heart, in the policies of your
Government in matters of gross

discrimination against the
Tamil-speaking people in:
(a) their employment in the

Public Service and State-
sponsored corporations ;

(b) the policy of land settle-
ment and state-sponsored
colonization schemes in
the Northern and Eastern
Provinces ;

(¢) the matter of agricultural
and industrial develop-
ment in the Northern and
Eastern  Provinces in-
cluding the sabotage of the
Kankesanturai Harbour
project ;

(3) that Your Excellency’s Speech
gives no heed whatever to the
alarming problem of unemploy-
ment and lack of housing in this
country ; and

that this House, therefore, has no con-
fidence in Your Excellency’¥'Govera?
ment 7.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please ! : :

The Sitting is suspended till 2 P.M.
On resumption the Hon. Deputy
Speaker will take the Chair.
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« 1,0t me remind my hon. Friend that
nis late revered leader, whom he
adopted politically _after his death,
appointed a commission and that com-
mission found certain Members of this
Government guilty and none cof those

- And, if
you will forgive my repeating what is
old potatoes, one of them at least has
been the choice of this Government as
a representative of this country to a
Conference in Montreal, the same gentle-
man, let me be permitted to say, whose
presence in the Distinguished Visitors”
Gallery the hon. Member for Avissawella
rightly denounced the moment he espied
him. Well, how do you stop corruption
if you yourself become the patron of
corruption ? As for inefficiency, well,
since all the Ministers are agreed, each
in respect of the other, that the other is
inefficient, we can assume that they are
ail inefficient.”—[OFFICIAL REPORT, 24th
August, 1962 ; Vol. 47, c. 3508.]

cPem BomE Bk cOCHORE:

ded ol SO dmw @6 egxy O M EBDR,
Pnee DuBw LG SNEWDE crnBudn ©of
emnd, & eondud® §eT ] sefved Gon®
ez &
D 88mbwsy B moBsf Dx® c@ed® ¢grlem
e, sbem DSDwS B> D6 DwddD &
25D O, c08s dF ememn’ Corned Bewd
Emewnsy @5y 08w HHEBd
hymnsy s sOeOEHBHO Gedgetsy [CroNfons
@D c8 20 dou@wd On el Seld®
g@Fmded @icBed ggeem QWL 4B &
el Om® S bW Dese ¢S e06dC G Gl
OB G DEnond  ea e o 62 .
come®, e ey @i cren HwdGO cc ey ¢®
Gem Gcdwde & »HLTOT® wddafe? T
Dol ®,  gmndomf Ve @ e By B
Bewsye®, ORDsews . 5= OB
gmBas’ @ 79 Heds’ VT cM® grnBon &
29 geo 8o’ m BID 60 Bewm

BD@EwsY

OB sNsIeed 0O 6@ DD GOV
62®de ?

wé Bewlds DhenenndB, gev
B&HERD wiwFeed 5NN ge8uny
e cOBus Bemm SDgwud BBH 3]
g HedE cmndEd ol @ B
(8. 8. 8. ©endian &w.) c®eed HE
BRI

“ o8 Sk BEsY go Gomned B PESTI D
w Baewnsy ue 6 BeRsem TN =28
Quslimien. 998 @ HBBed o8
BHED o D3Osfwed e @ EEsT.

---------------------


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

363

Sharehqlers. _Therefore the shareholders
are unaimous in their common interests.—
[B¢ n8rmd, e Bw H0; & 110]
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«MAIL FRAUDS GO ON UN-
CHECKED.

Nd action taken against culprits.

The Posts Ministry is not taking action
to check frauds in the Postal Depart-
ment, two Postal Department Trade
Unions alleged yesterday.

- Mr. Wilfred Perera, President of the
Union of Posts and Telecommunication
Officers (which includes postmasters)
and Mr. A. William Singho, General
Secretary of the All Ceylon Posts and
Telegraph Workers’ Union, told the
Sunday ‘Observer’ that the people’s
mail was being daily tampered with and
stolen by dishonest Postal Department
employees. But no action was taken
against the culprits even when they were
caught red-handed, becauseijof:political
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intervention. They also alleged that
several sub-postmasters and sub-post-
mistresses (among them the son of an
office-holding politician) who had been
caught misappropriating public funds and
committing other irregularities had not
been relieved of their duties, because of
political intervention.”
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“Recently a postman was caught
stealing a large number of foreign mail
by two policemen, and certain people at

the ‘top’ intervened to get him released,
the Union men alleged.”
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“This operator is stated to have been
caught red-handed giving free trunk calls
to her friends and ‘top priority State’
telephone calls, for unlimited time, to a
politician. She is alleged thereby to
have deprived the deparftment of several
thousands of rupees in revenue....An in-

quiry originated by the authorities into

this incident has now stalled, the
- “‘Sunday Times’ understands.”
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OHNG :

“This Government is very fond of
talking of bribery and corruption. They
threatend to introduce Bills for the
declaration of assets every day. They
talk pious humbug in their Throne
Speeches, about the elimination of
corruption, but what have we got ? The
S. L. F. P. must, before it starts elimi-
nating corruption in the Government
departments, eliminate corruption in its
own ranks.

Take the organization of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party. Who is the Adminis-
trative Secretary of the S. L. F. P.? A
Mr. Jayawardena who has been caught
robbing the Government while he was
a District Revenue Officer.

Who is the organizer of the SL.F.P.
trade unions ? None other than Mr. D.
B. Monnekulame, the M.P., who was
found guilty by the Bribery Commission.

Who was the S.L.F.P. representative to
the I. L. O. delegation 2 Mr. M. P. de
Zoysa, Jr., a man found guilty by the
Bribery Commission.

Before we talk of cleansing the Augean
stables of the Public Service, it is better
that we start cleansing our own home
first. Let us rid the S. L. F. P. of this
corruption and then talk to the people
about sacrifice for development.”’—
[OFFIcIAL REPORT, 22nd August, 1962 ;
Vol. 47, cs. 2944-45.]
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“ The P. S. C. has ordered me to inform
you that the order of dismissal of the
above officer has been amended as

tollows—Forced to retire for inefficiency
as mereiful consideration.

P. S. C. is of opinion that no deduc-
tion should be made from his maximum
salary or gratuity or award payable to
him. P. S. C. requests that Finance
Minister be instructed accordingly.”
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“ However I have always held him in
utter contempt for having left his
Bolshevism to lick the late Bandaranaik’s
shoes and apparently some of the dust
of it is still having a tang on the tongue
for he is searching now apparently for
a new Bandaranaike whose boots must
be just as tasty as the old one.”
— [OrriciaL Report, 24th August, 1962 ;
Vol. 47, c. 3495.]
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“We have no objection to the original
secret alliance between Avissawella and
Dompe or to the new public alliance
between them. We do not mind as to
even who is prostituting whom if only
they themselves will understand that
each is prostituting the other! This is
political prostitution of the worst order.”
—[OrriciaL REPORT, 24th August, 1962 ;
Vol. 47, c. 3496.]
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“The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) said that we cannot
take a very narrow view of it. We
must take a very broad view of it. Yes,
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota has a
very broad base—a_ broad back, I might
say—and the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota has a scent of a pariah dog when it
comes to the question of a broad back. ’—

OrrciaL. ReporT, 3rd November, 1960 ;
Vol. 41, c. 396].
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“My good Friend gets up and says :
“I say I was not the midwife of the
S. L. F. P. Government. The hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) is the midwife.” Pardon me,
I also claim to be one of the midwives
for, as far as we are concerned, unlike
the hon. Member for Avissawella’s party,

we function as a party and not as
18dBAd0als,
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“The hon. Member for Avissawella
said that we participated in bringing this
Government to life. Well, we partici-
pated in the birth of this child, we par-
ticipated in nurturing it and trying to
effectively educate it in .order that it
may become an honourable, decent man
as it grew up. We found however—yes,
we know everyone will say that we
should have known in advance that it
would be so—that we had assisted in the
birth of one of these children who are
now supposed to be the result of that
thing called Thalidomide. But there is
this difference. At least we can recog-
nize the distortion and the horror as it
appears, but apparently it is left to the
hon. Member for Avissawella to seek
to become its wet nurse after the
horror has been discovered ! "—[OFFICIAL
Report, 24th August, 1962 ; Vol. 47, c.
3497].
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“¢ Are we to cradle this Government ?’
Dr. de Silva asked, accompanying his re-
mark with a characteristic gesture.”
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I must reply to my good Friend the
Hon. Member for Avissawella. I
would like to tell him that those
stooges and lackeys of Moscow will
not be able to propagate this
decadent, bankrupt, out of date
philosophy of Marx or Lenin in this
country. We of the United National
Party do not want either to follow
this out of date and bankrupt philo-
sophy or that of imperialist America.
Therefore, however much these aged
and bankrupt politicians may scream
from roof tops or groan like aged
lions they will not be able to
frighten the U. N. P. or to mislead
the people of this country any
more.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like
to add a few words in English before
I conclude. Sir, the Ceylon Citizen-
ship Act was placed on the Statute
Book in 1948, and for the last 16 years
successive governments of this coun-
try have negotiated with the Govern-
ment of India over the question of
the citizenship of these up'country
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Tamil plantation workers. Year in
and year out almost every: Speech
from the Throne repeated parrot-
like that the citizenship of the Tamil
plantation workers would be settled
in consultation with the Government
of India. During these 16 long years
the problem has become graver and
graver. We have over a million
human beings ground under the dead
weight of this problem. = Hundreds
are being drawn into this problem
every year. Even if you do not want
to take into account their residence
in this country up to the very date
of the enactment of the citizenship
laws, yet is it fact that every single
individual out of this million or more
has lived, sweated and toiled for the
prosperity of this country for the
last 16 years. In any other civilized
country that alone would have quali-
fied them for citizenship. But not so
in this country, our Ceylon.

What is it that we are waiting for ?

‘Is the Government waiting in the

hope that something may turn up,
that some even may happen so that
the problem will get automatically
solved ? Surely, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
16 years of negotiations would have
given our negotiators some idea of
the attitude of the Indian Govern-
ment. Did the Government of India at
any time give any hope to our nego-
tiators that some day India would
take back the million or more Tamil
workers who are toiling in the estate
plantations ? Our Government must
have gained sufficient experience at
the conference table for them to have
formed a positive opinion on the
problem. Does that experience indi-
cate that Ceylon could reasonably
hope to persuade India to take back
the entire million workers ?

CEREMmME HOINDBY
(QLréL i prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Are they cattle ?

3. DHOEN O can.

(,@@. off. peursHerid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I do not think that that is ever
possible, for India would not like to
create niew problems for himself, She
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is' already burdened with enough
problems. This will be a new prob-
lem if she agrees to this principle of
taking back the million-odd workers
from this country.

ceemln MHHBNDBY
(Qr&L_i pramprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Are they cattle? What has India
got to do with them ?

3. S O e

(B@y. . poirgerts)

{(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

- If they agree to take back this
million-odd Tamil citizens of this
country they will be creating a pre-
cedent. I cannot understand why our
Government cannot see the other side
of the picture. Can India take them
back even if they want to ?

You will remember when the
Britishers occupied this country as
well as India and their empire was
far-flung they saw in South India a
very fertile ground to recruit workers
for their colonial empire. They have
taken South Indian workers not only
to Ceylon but to Malaysia, British
Guiana, Fiji Islands and several other
countries. Tamil workers have settled
down in all those countries, including
Ceylon.

If India concedes with regard to
Ceylon the principle that they can,
if they want to, take back the per-
sons who had settled in this country
they will then be creating a prece-
dent the consequences of which
would be very vast. If they accept
this principle with regard to Ceylon
there would be more demands from
other countries for the same conces-
sion. India knows that very well.
There will be a demand from Malay-

sia to take back the Tamil workers in

Malaysia and this may involve a
couple of million of workers. Then
South Africa may raise its voice and
demand repatriation of the Indian
workers who are there. Mauritius
may follow suit and the Fiji Islands
may.put forward a similarsdemands
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What will happen to India if she
takes all these people back.? Why is
it that our Government is unable to
see the other side of the story ? Why
cannot Ceylon see the difficulties
facing India in this matter ? With
the best will in the world India
cannot take these people back. If she
cannot and if she will not take back
these people what is it that we are
waiting for ? One cannot go on re-
peating the words included in the

‘Throne Speech that we propose to

settle this question in consultation
with the Government of India.

We have right along. been saying
that India has nothing to do with re-
gard to this problem. The Prime
Minister of India cannot contribute
one little bit to the solution of this
problem. It is a dometsic problem
of our country. It has to be settled
with the people concerned, their re-
presentatives, their leaders and their
organizations. No outside agency can
ever help or contribute in the solu-
tion of that problem. That is why we
fail to understand the meaning of the
repeated slogan that this problem
would be solved in consultation with
the Government of India.

I do not think that the Sinhalese
people or the Government of Ceylon
ever had a better or greater or a more
accommodating friend than the late
lamented Prime Minister of Ihdia,
Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru. His goodwill
towards this country and parti-
cularly towards the Sinhalese people
was abundant. Of course, I suppose
during his lifetime he would have
seen that in spite of the goodwill that
he had always shown this .country
our foreign policy has had a pro-
China bias. He would have noted that.
before his death. But in spite of all
that he had the utmost goodwill for
this country. .

Hon. Members may- probably re-
member Lord Attlee’s article in
which he said that the Chinese
aggression of India was too much of
a shock for the Prime Minister of
India. The Chinese with the slogan
Hindi-Chini bhdi-bhai on their lips
stabbed India in the back. That was
toodmuch of a shock which Lord’
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Attlee felt hastened the end of Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru. I would like to
know the attitude of the Government
of Ceylon in regard to the Chinese
aggression on India—that too would
have also contributed in no little way
towards his end—a country to which
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru showed ut-
most goodwill, he would never have
expected them to react in the way
they did, but whatever that may be,
he had a goodwill for this country.

Sir, even he could not help to solve
this citizenship issue ; even he, with
all his stature and all the influence
he was able to wield could not agree
to repatriate these up-country Tamil
plantation workers. If Shri Jawa-
harlal Nehru could not agree to take
these plantation workers then no
other Government in India would
ever agree to take these plantation
workers back. Therefore, I would
urge our Government and our Prime
Minister to realize that position and
to give this matter deep thought. If
they realize it, they will not waste
any more time in negotiating with
India trying to persuade them to take
back these plantation workers; for
good or bad they are here and they
are a part, an integral part, of the
permanent population of this country.
We have got to reconcile ourselves to
that fact.

I would even go so far as to say
that they are more permanent than
all the wealth of roads that the Bri-
tish Government built and left
behind than all the buildings and the
railways which the British. Govern-
ment left behind than the Telecom-
munication System which the British
Government left behind ; and even
than all the estates the British
Government opened up. But,
Sir, when independence was
granted to us we were prepared
to have all the assets the Bri-
tishers wanted to leave behind but
we were not prepared to tolerate the
liabilities ; that is how they regard
the plantation workers. We wanted
to have all the assets but were not
prepared to have the liabilities.
Surely, you cannot havedlit! hoth
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ways.—[Interruption]. ~What we
desire is a settlement of this issue but
from the point of view of the Sin-
halese people they think it is a lia-
bility ; you cannot have it that way.
You accepted independence with the
full knowledge that you have got to
treat them as citizens of Ceylon.

In fact, the Board of Ministers had
assigned 14 seats in their own scheme
of things; they were referred to as
full-fledged citizens of this country.
That was the time when they were
bargaining for independence or
Swaraj, and having got it, they seem
to have forgotten these plantation
workers. The Soulbury Commission
Report bears it out amply that these
people form an integral part of this
country by giving them the vote and
the right to elect their representa-
tives to Parliament. All that has
been there but after independence
was granted the story has been quite
a different one.

I urge that this problem he con-
sidered as a human problem.

The hon. Member for Nallur (Dr.
Naganathan) remarked that they are
not animals. That reminds me of an
incident when I was at school. At
Ananda College we had an interesting
debate in the debating society where
a Muslim student from South India
happened to remark—I forget the
exact words, but the substance was
this—that the Sinhalese people were
rather lethargic, were rather lazy. A
remark of that kind had been very
recently made even by the hon.
Member for Avissawella (Mr. D. P.
R. Gunawardena) but somehow or
other that remark from the Muslim
student raised a hornet’s nest imme-
diately. Up jumped a teacher of ours,
one Mr. Wickramanayake, on to the
platform and cried “I would like to
draw a straight line across the trian-
gular portion of India and call all the

people south of that line a whole lot
of animals. ”

I say, Sir, this is an outlook that
we in this second half of the 20th
century must try to outlive. Unless
we do that the unity and the hard-
won' ‘itidependence " of this country
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would be in jeopardy. - We must
outlive this. It is a human problem.
You cannot treat them as people who
" are little better than animals. Today,
that is what is being done. They are
being fed, you will say, they are being
clothed, you will say; but that is
not all. Man wants something more,
an honourable place in society, the
right to have his representative in
Parliament, the right to vote, the
right to all other civic rights. Those
are the various features which go to
make him an equal member of society
in this country. Unless we do that, I
am afraid we will never take one
step forward on the road to progress.

I now move the amendment that
stands in the name of the Members
of our Party, the third amendment,
namely, at the end of the Address to
add the words :

“but regret that although Your
Excellency’s Speech once again re-
peats the oft-stated formula that ‘ My
Government has already taken steps
for conducting negotiations with the
Government of India on the settle-
ment of the problem of persons of
Indian origin who are not citizens of
Ceylon according to our citizenship
laws’ the Speech shows clearly that
Your Excellency’s Government has
not appreciated the fact that the
whole fault lies in the discriminatory
and Machiavellian laws of citizenship
of this country and their method of
administration, in that the great
majority of a million Tamil workers
in the plantation areas though they
are born and/or are settled perma-
nently in this country, and a substan-
tial portion of them entitled to Ceylon
citizenship by descent, are denied citi-
zenship and the franchise, and though
the Ceylon Citizenship Act and its
unfair administration is causing great
hardship and humiliation to the
Tamil-speaking people of the Nor-
thern and Eastern Provinces by
making them doubtful citizens, Your
Excellency’s Speech does not refer to
any intention on the part of Your
Government to amend the irrational
citizenship laws and its administra-
tive machinery on a just and equit-
able basis in keeping with enlightened
and accepted international standards
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of ctizenship. This House therefore
has no confidence in . Your
Excellency’s Government.

I commend this amendment to the
conscience of the hon. Members here.

ded. & 8.
(205 6y edR)

(8. aron. Gep. off. Q& 5T 1L FHLE—IT 15l

DT DEHIO® Q.

G5 & G guam )

(Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam—Kanke-
santurai)

88z o868 Wmém &

woeed DI wmBEA WE® GE.

g. . 3.50

5. 8¢. 8. piidec @w. (cxnelhd
6050 5))

(B
Gl & @i eor)

(Mr. E. L. B. Hurulle—Horowupotana)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have been
asked to move, on behalf of my party,
the amendment relating to the Anu-
radhapura Preservation Board. I
deem it a privilege that I have been
selected to move this amendment
because, as you know, although the
people who come under the purview
and administration of this Preserva-
tion Board have had to wundergo
untold suffering in the last few years,
we have had no opportunity to bring
these faects to the notice of this
House. Although I have not been
allowed sufficient time, I shall try,
within the time at my command, to
lay before you and before hon.
Members of this House, the state
of affairs within the area adminis-
tered by the Anuradhapura Preserva-
tion Board.

For purposes of clarification I
should like to divide my speech into
sub-sections pertaining to wvarious
sub-jects handled by the Preservation
Board, so that hon. Members may get

a clear picture of what is taking place
there,

First of all, let me take the question
of land alienation and the land policy
that is being followed by this Board.
At the moment land is being allocated
in Stage II of the New Town of Anu-
redhapura. Selectees are chosen and

F. are. 9. ap=Hea—anr par
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they are sent letters asking them to
take over their blocks of land. Most
of these lands have no road access.
There is no officer to point out the
lands to the allottees. They have to
grope in the dark through the jungle
to find out which blocks have been
allotted to them. Nevertheless, the
Board insists that rent should be paid
from the day of selection. It some-
times takes several days, even months
for an allottee to find his allotment.

I next come to the question of land
allocation in the New Town. Mr.
Deputy-Speaker, you are aware that
even prior to the appointment of the
Preservation Roard, when the pro-
posal to shift the buildings in the old
town was mooted, the idea was to first
evacuate those in the Sacred City
before considering people from out-
side. What has happened today ? You
find hundreds of people still left in
the Sacred City. They have not been
provided with land in the New Town
to which they could shift, but people
from outside the district who have no
claim whatsoever for land in the New
Town have been given land. I do not
object to these people being given
land in the New Town, but what I
say is you must first give preference
to those in the Sacred City and the in-
digenous population of the district
before you consider giving land to
outsiders. I need not elaborate on that
peint further. But if one goes to Anu-
radhapura, specially to the Sacred
City, one will find hundreds of dila-
pidated buildings still being occupied,
which have made the city of Anurad-
hapura unholy.

I referred to people outside the dis-
‘trict who have been given land. I
must particularly mention one or two
persons who have got land in prefer-
ence to those living in the Sacred
City, who had to be shifted, and also
in preference to the indigenous popu-
lation, the applicants from the North
‘Central Province.

You will be surprised to hear that
our present Prime Minister has been
allocated a block of land in the New
Town of Anuradhapura. I{is not the
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Prime Minister alone who has been
given land. The former Chairman of
the Preservation Board who was the
Government Agent, Anuradhapura,
Mr. Nissanka Wijeratne, he too has
been given land in the New Town.
Similarly Senator M. P. de Zoysa has
put up a house in the New Town and
he is a permanent resident, so to say,
of Anuradhapura today. As I said
before I do not cbject to these people
being given land, but you must first
settle the inhabitants of the Sacred
City by providing them with land in
the New Town. Thereafter, if land is
still available there can be no objec-
tion to it being given to the others.

1 come next to the question of land
valuations in the New Town. I must
say that the Valuation Department
has been acting in a most haphazard
manner. It has no system whereby it
can value lands in a particular area or
locality with similar facilities. Valu-
ations have been made according to
the whims and fancies of the depart-
ment.| You will be surprised that in
certain residential areas which are in
jungle without road access, pipe-
borne water or electricity, the valua-
tion made ranges between 12 to 16
thousand rupees an acre—unim-
proved land.

I would next come to the disparity
in valuations. I wish to refer to the
land that was given outright to my
Friend the Hon. Minister of Rural
and Industrial Development.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, hon. Members
and the Hon. Minister himself might
think that I am bringing up this
question over and over again in this
House because I object to the Hon.
Minister getting land. No, that is
not the point.

What I say is that others also
should be treated in the same way:
that is they should also be given the
same concessions and afforded the
same facilities, That is what I want. I
am not objecting to the Hon. Minister
getting land there, nor do I object to
his being given an outright grant. I
am fighting for a principle: that
there should be no discrimination
and that every person should be
treated alike. '
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The Hon. Minister’s acre of land
which adjoins . the water-tower,
which supplies the entire town of
Anuradhapura, has been sold to him
outright for Rs. 4,566.66. Now, I
have already pointed out that where
there is no road access, no electricity,
no water service and where the land
is in jungle, the value is usually
between Rs. 12,000 and Rs. 16,000 per
acre.

In 1961 I brought up this question
of the outright grant to my Hon.
Friend the present Minister of Rural
and Industrial Development, and the
then Minister of Local Government
and Housing gave a certain reply in
this House. I am now referring to
columns 1771, 1772, 1773 and 1774 of
Hansarp of 23rd November, 1961.

“On that occasion when I asked the
Hon. Minister whether the other
lessees of land in the New Town of
Anuradhapura would be given out-
right grants—in fact, a Supplemen-
tary Question was asked by the hon.
Leader of the Opposition—the reply
given was that no one else had
applied for such grants.

aG ce@PHE o sNNGD (9@ an
DEY 3 8:DERAD HOBR)

(Qaorras  eveg@ifiure Cserpruiss—
Grrw, »aG6 s oy 9d /5 S  yemins
&)

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—

Minister of Rural and Industrial Deve-
lopment)
. Will my hon. Friend give way so
that I may make a personal explana-
tion ? The hon. Member has been
trying to make out that as Minister
of Industries and as a member of the
Government, I got a special conces-
sion in that I was given an outright
grant. That is totally incorrect.

Under the Housing Act anybody
who has his land vested in the
Housing Commissioner can purchase
the land by paying the full value.
That is exactly what I-have done. It
is open to others who have had their
lands vested in the Housing
Commissioner to do the sameé:
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I would go further. The Cabinet
only recently decided to extend the
sanie facility to others.

It was not a special concession that
was- granted to me : it is a concession
that is-there in the Housing Act. If
only the hon. Member will take the
trouble to read the Act he will find
that not only in Anuradhapura but
anywhere in Ceylon any land vested
in the Housing Commissioner can be
purchased by paying the full value.

GG e O
(B po~aa)

(Mr. Hurulle)

As 1 explained before, I did not
cast any aspersion on the Hon.
Minister ; what I said was that you
must extend to others the same
facility.

Oy coPBwE o BNBNGN
(Qsarrar evwsFflure Caarpriss)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

There are others who do not get
the land vested in the Housing Com-
missioner ; they build with their own
money. Under those conditions the
provisions of the Land Ordinance
would apply. But if the land is
vested in the Housing Commissioner,
then, under the provisions of the
Housing Act, you can pay the full
value and get the land wherever it is
situated, not only in Anuradhapura.

DROMN'D w@éommd Ow (PCY
B (3)
(5@
Q;ﬁf@_ﬂ)mr)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody — Bulath-
sinhala)

The Hon. Minister referred to some
land being vested in the Housing
Commissioner. What land is he
referring to ? ;

or L tneor FLOTS0STIg —1 jor 5

OG ceOBC o 5NBNGD

(Qsorreas ewsSfure Crerprudss)

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)
_If you are building a house and if
the land has been vested in the
Housing Commissioner, and if you
have “obtained a loan from the


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

405"

[0é ec@Beic e snsnwm]

Housing Commissioner or from any
other party, once the full lean is
paid, or if you are prepared to pay
the full value of the land, you can
get an outright grant. There is pro-
vision for that in the Housing Act.
No special concession was given to
me. Anybody who has had the land
vested in the Housing Commissioner
can now pay the money and get the
land.

| é)@@ o N5NwD Ow. (¢Emd)
(8. ilafl Crerpruss—GC_1gain)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake—Dedigama)
But this is Crown land.

NS CoVRWCE otd BNBNEG
(Qeerras evwghliflure Crerpruisgs)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayake)
Yes, it is Crown land.

RAC o NN Dew.
(8w lofl Crarauss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
How can you vest Crown land ?

00 coVBWCE 6t BNENW
(Qsorres g @flura Crearsriuss)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)
You study the Housing Act. The
procedire is this. You vest the land
in the Housing Commissioner for the
purpose of obtaining a loan——

DRV D ©BOSW oM Scw.
(5. eriwwar FwréQary. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)
Which land ?

oS co@BenE o BNBNGDY
(Qserras eningBiflirey Coarpriiss)

"~ (The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)
Any Crown land.

DO D WS ownd Q.

(. eriwer #wr&emry.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody) _

Supposing I do not have any land
and I want to buy some Crown land
in Anuradhapura town what is the
procedure ? ' : :
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@& ©oVBenEC 0 BNBNGR
(Qsarre awvg@flure Cearprigs)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

If you are entitled to land for
building a house that land is first
vested in the Housing Commissioner
for the purpose of granting the loan.

DD D 8Ol ommd Dew.

( Bm. L toaT FLoT56ETIY )

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkoddy)
But I do not have any land.

0& ec@BuE o’ NN
(Qaerres evwgHNure Crerprusgs)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

If only they will read the Housing
Act of Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan
which was introduced by the U. N. P.,
they will find that that is the Act
which gives this concession—[Inter-
ruption]. You are trying to say that
I have got some special concession.

NG e e

(B av=mow)

(Mr. Hurulle)

I want to ask the Hon. Minister
whether he obtained a Housing loan
in order to get the land outright.

a& e@BE ot 3NN
(Csorreas evinsSfLmre Crarpruss)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

No. I did not. I applied first to the
Housing Commissioner for a loan and
the procedure was for the land to be
vested in the Housing Commissioner
for the purpose of getting a loan. But
as a Member of Parliament and a
Minister of State I consulted the
Attorney-General because the proce-
dure the Housing Commissioner

:adopts is this. He gives the loan and

signs the contract with you to build

your own house. I was advised that it

would not be correct and that I might

run the risk of losing my seat if I took

a loan from the Housing Commis-

sioner. Therefore I took a loan from

the Savings Bank. Everyone has that

right. There are so many people in
Anuradhapura who have taken loans
fronuthe Housing Commissioner.
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(8 ap~@ow)

(Mr. Hurulle)

That law is known to me also.

o0& ccRRWHC otd 5NBNGRY

(Qsorrey g Giure Crerprisgs)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)
Yes, but you are trying to make out

that I have got some special conces-
sion.

asicec .

(8@ ao=Go)

(Mr. Hurulle)

I want to ask why a person who
puts up a house with his own capital
has to go through the legal process
of vesting the land with the Housing
Commissioner and then getting an
outright grant. Why cannot the
matter be simplified ?

oé ee@BE o BNENGR

(Qzerres ewingSifLra Coerpriiss)

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

You vest only if you want to get
a loan from the Housing Commis-
sioner.

a&icec .
(B ep=@Ha®)
(Mr. Hurulle)

Why does not the man who puts up
his house out of his own money not
get an outright grant ?

oé 00BnC otd BNENGE
(Qaorras evwng@fure Cserpruss)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

I am not saying that that provision
is correct. I am only saying that it
exists.

naceC .
(8. av=@oe)
(Mr. Hurulle)

Why do you not correct the posi-
tion ? _

1964 %@ 43

408

ad co@RME o BNBNGID

(Q@erres eing Sifliime @ & Gor /5 T USG5 )

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

‘Government has already done 0.
You are not aware of what is happen-
ing.

HaCeC D
(8@ aw=@ma)
(Mr. Hurulle)

After three or four years of agita-
tion it did so. My Hon. Friend has got
upset unnecessarily.

od ccOHnC ot 5NENGL
(Qzerras eing BT Qe piriisa)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

I am only saying that you are

‘unable to speak the truth in the

House.

n&ceC Pw.

(8. ap=@Ho®)

(Mr. Hurulle)

I am speaking the truth. It is borne
out by my Question and the replies by
the Hon. Minister at that time. On
that occasion the Hon. Minister of
Local Government and Housing said

~ that no one else had applied. I would

like to point out that a joint applica-
tion was made by 17 persons to the
Land Commissioner for land in the
New Town of Anuradhapura on
12.7.61. That was about four months
prior to my Question and the reply
by the Hon. Minister in this House.
He denied that anyone had applied.
But four months earlier a joint appli-
cation had been made by 17 persons
asking for outright grants. That is
borne out by the fact that the Hon.
Prime Minister’s Permanent Secre-
tary himself has acknowledged that
letter on 4.8.61. That is long before I
raised that Question in the House.

I regret to say that correspondence
had been going on between these
allottees, the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs, the Preservation
Board and the Hon. Minister of Lands,
Irrigation and Power but to date none
of these 17 people who have applied
inowriting since 12th July, 1961, have
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got their lands outright nor have they
been given a promise or an under-
taking that they would be given these
lands outright. : :

The Hon. Minister of Rural and
Industrial Development referred to
the fact that, according to the law,
the land has first to be vested in the
Housing Commissioner and then
subsequently an outright grant has
to-. be obtained. I quite agree with
that, but I want to point out the
anomaly of this. A person who puts
up a house on land granted by the
Crown without any expense to the
Government is given a lease on an
annual rent, but a person who
obtains a loan from the Housing
Department gets an outright grant
after he has completed the payment
of his instalments. You see " the
anomaly. A man who spends his own
money here gets his lease, but a man
who obtains a loan from the Govern-
ment gets his outright grant if he has
repaid the value of the land. This is
the anomaly that I want corrected.

L o8 ccOBWE o BNZNGW
(Qserrar eing@flre Cserpriiss)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

That is not only for Anuradhapura
but for all over Ceylon.

e CeC O

(B av=mow)

(Mr. Hurulle)

Since my last Question on 23rd
November 1961, I must say that one
other person has been given an
outright grant in the New Town of
Anuradhapura and that is Advocate
Jayanetti, the brother of the former
Commissioner of Housing. That is as
regards residential land.

We come on to the commercial
area. There is a particular land
which is marshy and it has been
valued at Rs. 30,000 per acre. A few
fathoms away a similar land has
been valued at Rs. 96,000. This is the
disparity in valuations I spoke to
you of earlier. As a result of over-
valuation the rents get inflated. I
know of several cases whereiallottees
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have been asked to pay sums as much
as Rs. 2,000-Rs. 3,000 as arrears of
rent for the last few years. In certain
areas there is no road access, no
water and no electricity. W

With regard to-the construction of
houses in the New Town, I regret
very much to mention that kissing
goes by favour! Those fortunately
placed have been able to get their
pipelines laid to their building sites,
but those not so fortunately placed
have to wait till the certificate of
completion of the house is given to
get their pipelines’ and their
electricity. =5 :

With regard to the water supply to
this New Town, there is not sufficient
water. Water is issued for one hour
in the morning, one hour in the after-
noon and one hour in the evening.
Certain  houses have not been
provided with pipelines. The National
Housing Scheme houses and some of
the U. C. houses have not yet got
water supply and electricity.

Coming on to the question of
supply of electricity, I have to state
that several roads have been
neglected and that no street lights
have been put up ; several houses in

‘the U. C. quarters have not been

given electricity but the strangest
thing, Mr. Deputy-Speaker, is that a
special electricity line has been laid

‘to the Rowing Club. This line serves

only this Club, the President or
Patron of  which is a former
Chairman of the U C. ;

Now, with regard to roads and the
road system in this new Town, there

are roads 66 feet wide ' but
the street lamp posts are al-
most iIn the middle of- the

road ; sometimes 20 feet away from
the curb. This has become a source
of obstruction and danger to traffic;
culverts have been built not along
the entire width of the road but only
covering a certain section of the road
and the roads are not maintained
properly. A visitor to Anuradhapura
will notice that the roads are totally
neglected. The Bandaranaike
Mawatha was hurriedly tarred prior
to the visit of the Hon. Prime Minis-
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ter for the Anuradhapura by-election,
but if one goes there today no trace
of tar will be found, only the gravel
could be seen on this road.

Referring to culverts and bridges,
a bridge has been constructed across
Malwathu Oya and Bandaranaike
Mawatha. This has cost the Board as
much as Rs. 215,000, but what has
happened ? The Irrigation Depart-
ment has reported that this bridge is
not capable of discharging all the

water that passes underneath
because the outlets are not quite
satisfactory and are insufficient.

Another culvert has been built across
the Halpan Ela, which is about 100
feet broad, with 31/2 feet hume
pipes to carry the water. This culvert
has been washed away once and it
will happen over and over again until
it is done according to technical
advice.

Then we come to the appointments
made to this Board. Friends and rela-
tives of Ministers and Members of
Parliament and those with influence
have been appointed although they
were ill-qualified. I can quote at
length giving you particular instan-
ces, but I do not want to waste the
time of the House. Seven people from
Kurunegala District, from the village
of one of the Members of this Board
have been appointed. Similarly,
numerous cases can be brought to
light but what I want to say is that
though there are thousands of un-
employed who are S. S. C. qualified
and G. C. E. qualified in the Anura-
dhapura District, yet, as a result of
this type of appointment these quali-
fied children get shut out. The poor
parents of these children have spent
all that they had, after mortgaging
or selling whatever land they had,
to educate these children in the one
hope and one desire to get some job
for them. But what has happened ?
As I said before, they were over-
looked but relatives and ffiefids 'sot
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the appointments in preference to
those qualified youths.

Then, Mr. Deputy Speaker, cominé
on to the acts of the Anuradhapura
Preservation Board—I do not say-that

it is happening now—I should like

to say that during the time when
Mr. Nissanka Wijeratne was the
Chairman of this Preservation
Board he was acting like a dictator.
He was doing things as he wanted.
I have known cases where people’s
houses have been demolished over-
night. There was a case where
when the farther and mother of four
children had gone out for work the
Board’s officers had come, had put
the children out of the house and
put their pots and pans and other
belongings on to the road and set
fire to the house. When the parents
came they found the children with
their belongings on the road and

house razed to the ground.

Similarly, bulldozers have been
sent over houses and the houses des-
troyed. Roads have been cut and
people de-housed as a result, then
suddenly that road is abandoned and
another road cut. Similarly, due to
the construction of that new road
several others get de-housed and
there is that fear that suddenly that
road also might get abandoned in
preference to another,

This is the state of affairs in this
Preservation Board. Colossal
wastage of public funds has taken
place. You will be surprised that this
Board handles almast as much as
Rs. 4 million per year. For capital
expenditure alone the Government
has voted in the 1963-64 estimates a °
sum of Rs. 2,661,900. The revenue
in 1963, the local revenue, has come
to Rs. 1,288,461. That is almost Rs.
4 million. But what is the benefits ?
The Board has not yet been able,
after several years, to clear the
Sacred City of the inhabitants. It
has not yet been able to provide
water service, electricity facilities
and roads for the people already re-
sident in the new town. Why has
this'fdppened ? Why is this high-
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[asFec @] | :
handed attitude taken‘? Thls is be-
cause the Board is acting as if it is
answerable to no one.

In addition, the Board has been
vested with wide powers. If youy
will refer to section 16, sub-sections
4 to 8 of the Anuradhapura Preser-
vation Board, Act No. 32 of 1961, you
will find that the Board has got
powers to eject a man by merely
sending a report to court that he
should be ejected. The magistrate
has no power to inquire into the
merits or demerits of the 'request
made by the Board. That is how the
Board was able to raze to the ground
that particular house I was referring
to. We do not mind people’s houses
being demolished, but provision
should be made to house them else-
where before that is done.

Finally I wish to remind this
honourable House that on the 27th
of February I raised a question on
the new town of Anuradhapura,
specially with regard to the promise
made out by the late Prime Minister
in his election campaign of 1956. The
Question' and the Answer appear at
columns 2870 to 2872 of HANSARD.
You will remember Mr.
Speaker that at that time I remind-
ed the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Defence and Ex-
ternal Affairs that the late Prime
Minister had promised urban council
status to the citizens of Anuradha-
pura and I asked why that promised
had not been implemented. The
citizens of Anuradhapura have been
deprived of electing their own coun-
cil for well over ten years.

The Preservation Board is acting
in a most high-handed manner not
considering the needs of the people
not considering their hardshipe, not
looking into their needs. That is why
I would request that a commission
be appointed to go into the activities
of the Preservation Board since its
inception, and I would also urge on
the Government to allow the Preser-
vation Board to handle the affairs of
Sacred City. Let the tBreservation
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Board Act cover the Sacred City be-
cause we are all desirous that that
city should not only be preserved,
but also that urban council status be
restored to the residents of the new
town. That could be easily done.
The grant of land within the new
town could be done by the Govern-
ment Agent, the Preservation Board
need not take up the question of
alienation of land in the new town.
Once urban council status is granted
to the people of Anuradhapura, they
could look after their own affairs,
and the Government Agent could
look after crown land in the area.
Let the Preservation Board look after
the Sacred City. As such we have
thought fit to bring in this amend-
ment and we have great pleasure in
moving that amendment.

I move, as an amendment to the
Address at the end add the words :

“but regret, that the thoughtless and
irregular actions of the Anuradhapura
Preservation Board have resulted in un-
told suffering to the people of that area”

On behalf of my Party, I commend

the amendment to the House.
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