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House of Representatives

1965 ©2em®a% 23 2 Pud R g
1965, qebur 23, eflwrpsdpeno
Thursday, 23rd December 1965

g 2 0 O Ogiacw dief Fo. B

mean® [0 qdad ofy. &8¢,
ow.8.5.] Qvwznéid e,
gowu, Ul.u. 2 wvefleGs Fugug. EUTHTUSET

seurser [Qserres foner Seoul. eru. Sile,
Cs.9.7.] s%venn FrmB@.

The House met at 2 p.M., MR. SPEAKER
[Tee Hon. Stk ALBerT F. PEries, K.B.E.]
in the Chair.

PONEERIINC hevs) G
ha [cld o)
war CzerSusi Ampa aups Qi Faer

MESSAGES FROM THE
(GOVERNOR-GENERAL

D BN BN

(eurprusi gjerser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I have received two Messages from
His Excellency the Governor-Gene-
ral. I shall read them out.

I

“ gneR Pmnd moafhGw.

c@0: gom 8. 21/1965.

U Ed e,

czne®,

& Gomxd,
1965 ceem®ad 10,

Vo) Vs,

1946 edd Gomn (a7 AHVP) Sheged 36 (2)
B Do Bw Ymd, BH® BeHs guEndnd
58 WE® Ge DD 6090 MO Do SBef =T
DurYed e & sn@cwxsy 9 g¢ » gmed
gy @0 6m9sd yiDWD RO &Y DY,

‘An Act to repeal the Holidays
Ordinance, and to replace that
Ordinance by an Act embodying new
principles and provisions which,
inter alia, will give duerecognition

2—au¥ 11056—773 (65/12)

1965 e ®S 23

4216
e eREQReasy CoF oy ed @

to Poya Days, and to make provision
in regard to matters conn,_ected
therewith or incidental thereto.

e® ®x0,
Raecd Dwdé e dn,
g: wed. BAED. emeC CP,
5638 Frnd.

Bewldn 957 nem ummed aob DRI, "

11
“hed e,
emeh,
& Cemed,
1965 ece®ad 18.
G o : 8. 21/1965.
VoY Bckoen 5,

1946 e Comn (§oed AHO) SHHh®xed 36(2)
B Dot Be Gmnd, som seHny | §unded
5H® @E» e 280 O edPurfOCD O &l
&5y doxvetfed & z0dcwsy €8 g¢ §D
gn@d ¢xf @D 60edd HEOWD ¥ ey 8 :

‘An Act to amend the Inland Revenue
Act, No. 4 of 1963, and the Income

Tax Ordinance, to amend other
written law for the purpose of
effecting certain consequential

amendments and for requiring the
payment of income tax by certain
institutions which have hitherto been
exempt from such tax, to provide for
the making of declarations within a
specified period of the accumulated
profits and income in the posses-
sion of persons who have evaded
payment of income tax or who have
failed to disclose profits and income
and to enable the levy of a tax on
such profits and income,’

“An Act to give effect to Agreements
entered into between the Government
and foreign-owned petroleum
companies as regards the compensa-
tion to be paid to such companies for
certain assets of such companies
which were vested in, or requisi-
tioned for, the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation under the provisions of
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation
Act, and to provide for matters
connected therewith or incidental
thereto.’

e® dwd,
RRea Db eef O,
¢: meg. IED. e e,
gened Hnd,

Bexldm P 9en 8med odl WSHLN0PS.”
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GLe0 QP L&RIGewsy G
oo [Cl Y]
epsmaddmis aps i
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

DS BB EDN
(surprusi oeurger)
(Mr. Speaker)

There is a Message received from
the Senate which the Clerk will now
read.

sum aedmn wwedne ofm® B8s
Rwdm G2

Qrwe Gamil &beund QFuBew andssmi:
The Clerk read the following Message :

‘O B8gd® enmdPury IO ememD
BT 9eVCw weRANVE 6sHBD Onwd
Q>

Holidays
Inland Revenue (Amendment)

Ceylon Petroleum (Foreign Claims)
Compensation. ”

GCS eCamiwe S oe
Frn@ssiu’ L. ugSrnser
PAPERS PRESENTED

_ Treaty Series No. 4 of 1964 relating to
Convention between the Government of
Ceylon and the Government of the
Kingdom of Denmark for the Avoidance
of Double Taxation and the Prevention
of Fiscal Evasion with respect to Taxes
on Income and Property signed at
Colombo on 16th February, 1963.—
[06 BBE et snznwm]

amedun Om BBw wNwd Bewe wém cL.

sofler QsweHars SLgha @Qmss Gouaw®
Gloeor oy eror il Lt .

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Regulation made wunder Sections
20 (11) and 33 of the Fisheries
Ordinance (Cap. 212)—[wé 8. 8. 3.
@&0EDn]

umeduw Om BBs apud Bew o ©n CL.

emudlar Qewaflanr 580 @mss Gaend
Qe gpeorufliu g,

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Bewidn @535 VeHVC®

4218
B8e& 208w BEas) 8®

(1) 1962 @m’esda¥ 1 80 1963 @ @

30 e’ Pwdm Bomed B 2 8w

mem s’ 8 dadced Ddond, el B LY,

Gty SER® on aamsy 8 swed DDk,

(2) svead QLo S@m@® GBY v®
e (432 B s8cdewn) b vm 9 DB Daxd B
woery wdmems =@™ER @O, 1966 @by 31
(B S go 14,366 ¢ém mwd sper @Gt
ewsy gz sg Wé® G ebaBu.—[ak
DY Bnwm]

swedun 0m BIe gPed Bewlo Dém» CE.
saoullesr GeweGlary SLgE® @Qss Caucni®
Gltnerr gy ZevoruSiLILILL g

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Regulation made under Section 12 of
the Port of Colombo (Administration)
Act (Cap. 238) —[o& gom ]

stned®us 9m RBw wed Bowda Wé» CE.

souller Qeue@Bany SLgHa @nés Geiand
Quar gyewrull il gi.

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Four sets of Regulations made under
Sections 141 (1) and 237; 143, 166 and
937 : and 166 (2) and 237 of the Motor
Traffic Act (Cap. 203) —[o& @a&dec]

smedss 9 BB aRed Bewdo @DE® CE.

soullar Qewasrr SLSH @Qmss Gaan@
Qoen 24U L .

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

(1) Estimates of Expenditure and In-
come of the Ceylon Tea Propaganda
Board for the year 1965 (revised) and

1966.

(2) Report of the Insurance Corpora-
tion of Ceylon for the year ended 3lst
December 1963, together with the audited
Balance Sheet and Accounts.-
—[oef. &. B8 ®w.]

amodun Om BBw @Rwd Bewa @E» CF.

soultler QeuaBsrr S_gHd Q@rss Gaian®
Qe 242Ul UL g

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

—— J'N..i_l'-i-“.w‘

et Siade ot LBl -
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CotmeY Oy 65 @8’ e ARy gmé
&8e®

(oo N WeVs [Olfel |
SRENBeE HERDD TS
B3P : (OO FuRe OB
OO, w
O TF T B1S & F18 L
@rréfRuw IYTrErThsSGma@ Ao uie o p

T mr@uf@@@:_eérutg.éma :

Bomens GL_erLomir &

Qree. afl difleus sdigse o Fuer

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE GOVERKN-
MENT OF CEYLON AND THE (FOVERNMENT
OF THE KiNGboM oF DENMARK :
AVOIDANCE OF DOUBLE TAXATION, &C.

o & 8. Y Bovwm (8ed @@B)

(Qaerres  wp. 9. aereflsruss—ymma
QNDFFIT)

(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—
Minister of Finance)

The Double Taxation Relief Con-
vention between the Government of
the Kingdom of Denmark and the
Government of Ceylon was signed
on 16th February 1963 and brought
into force in terms of Section 70 (1)
(a) of the Inland Revenue Act, No. 4
of 1963. The Convention was
approved by the Senate by Resolu-
tion passed on 25th August 1964 and
by the House of Representatives by
Resolution passed on 20th August
1964. The Convention was publish-
ed in the Ceylon Government
Gazette Extraordinary, No. 14,162 of
4th September 1964.

This Convention has now been
published as Treaty Series No. 4 of
1964 and is being tabled for the
information of hon. Members.

Ceylon has already signed agree-
* ments for the avoidance of double
taxation for both profits tax and in-
come tax with the Governments of
the United Kingdom, India, Sweden,
Federal Republic of Germany and
Norway. The agreement with the
Government of the United Kingdom
was terminated with effect from the
year of assessment 1965-66. Steps
are, however, being taken to re-
negotiate the agreement with the
United Kingdom.

The agreement with the Govern-
ment of the Kingdom of Denmark
falls within the pattern of the
agreement with Sweden,

1965 ccw®d8 23

4220

Corned QDY ey e eIl goo
(GO

Double taxation in income tax
arises from the fact that upder the
law in Ceylon as well as in Den-
mark income tax is payable by a
resident of one country on the
income received from the other
country both in the country of
residence and in the other country.
Wealth tax in Ceylon and property
tax in Denmark are also charged on
the same basis.

Under the existing weight of
taxation in each of the two coun-
tries, the burden of such double
taxation is a serious handicap to the
development of trade between the
two countries and to the attraction
of Danish capital or technical assis-
tance to Ceylon. The object of the
Convention has therefore been to
remove the hardship arising from
double taxation which a citizen of
one country now faces if he wishes
to invest, trade or otherwise do
business in the other country. The
main principle on which the agree-
ment is based is that the country in
which the income arises is permitted
to levy a tax and the other country

gives the relief. Certain conces-
sions have been made on both
sides. We have agreed:

(1) to forego the right to levy tax
on the profits of a Danish trader or
manufacturer derived from the sale
of his goods in Ceylon through the

instrumentality of an agent in
Ceylon ;

Note: This concession was
granted in the agreement with

Sweden but not in the agreement
with the United Kingdom.

(2) to restrict the tax on profits
arising in Ceylon on Danish ship-
ping and air transport to one half of
the tax now levied ;

Note: This concession was
granted in the agreement with
Sweden, but in the agreement with
the United Kingdom the profits
arising in Ceylon on U. K. shipping
and air transport were fully exempt.

(3) to restrict the tax on royalties
and patents, processes, etc. derived
from Ceylon by a Danish resident
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[0 B Brnwm]
to one half of the tax now levied,
subject to the condition that the
Danish Government will pass the

benefit of the reduction to the
taxpayer.
We agreed to forego the tax

levied on Danish nationals who are
not residents of Ceylon and who
trade in Ceylon through the instru-
mentality of an indenting agent in
view of repeated objections against
this tax by all Ceylon indenting
agents and the contention that this
tax restricts trade. As regards the
restriction] of tax on shipping and
air transport, it was felt that any
relief by way of reduction of Ceylon
tax would encourage Danish ship-
ping to call more regularly at
Colombo. The concession in respect
of royalties will be an inducement

for Ceylonese industrialists to
exploit Danish patents and
processes.

In return, the Kingdom of

Denmark has conceded to Ceylon:

(1) the right to retain the full tax
on interest arising in Ceylon tfo a
Danish resident as well as the right
to levy the reduced tax on royalty ;

(2) the principle laid down in
Section 38 of the Income Tax
Ordinance that the gross proceeds
of Ceylon produce sold in Denmark
will be taken into account in deter-
mining agricultural income in
Ceylon ;

(3) to restrict the rate of Danish
tax on dividends paid by a company
resident in Denmark to a resident
of Ceylon to 5 per cent.;

(4) the right to impose wealth tax
on property in Ceylon, the income
from which is taxable in Ceylon.
This concession was made by them
because there was no intention of
imposing wealth tax on companies
in Ceylon. In granting this con-
cession they wished it recorded in
the Protocol that they were willing
to accept this position in view of
the fact that no wealth tax will be
imposed on companies ;

Bewidm V5I% edDCEw

4222

28w B8E€nsh
(5) the right to tax capital gains.

There are also included conces-
sions to encourage students. of one
country who are visitors in the
other country for the purpose of
study, research or training.
Financial Implications

The loss to Ceylon revenue by
way of tax (principally arising from
the reduced tax on shipping) is
about Rs. 400,000.

GEDIEO D B
a‘}?@d&&@a}@ Gufru}cyzs\} Alenl_&Ear
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

o o Iy RBwrYoo ow &dIDCEO
CLeam» ¢

fm GsniLs Qenpsésmoog Csuldas
Qasreps@ &%

PRICE OF SMALLHOLDERS' GREEN LEAF

5. £8. 0. NS » . (BBe)

(8. er&. erib. pour gar—ReflliCL )

(Mr. H. M. Nawaratna—Minipe)

MBED & Pend GOBenxsT Ay
gdmn: (g) 1962 gow 26 ¢bem o
5EB (8oeRiRD) BHBE 8506w] D),
1957 qom Bl cden o meD wwes
8 (2) B Do Bw gmd, 85O eOY
B8Bwryensy ¢ eo¥ ¢d dcwd &y BN
DB T BOwsY g o) cO© E¥n
30 bem B & gwd eHNexdD D
I® csimde? () 609 BHITI®
»8amed Be® genBsy eu) g SHHW
1306@I VG HED P WOPD) WEB
2e? (@) detd 0, ¥ WwDp¢? ©m»
detd ®®, & @3¢ ?

s 50500, oave) Jowsrmrs Csl L
Mo : () Qarfpsrde o_flenLousm e &6
v Czlidwg Csriid Qerpgssrri
sofl_Bmpg Qareraare; Qedmyd Cuud
e QasTphH5En% @, 1962 Db %mq_a'&r
26 o Qs G suien s s @Qrurl®
(Brmsss) sl ghleyn BiomdsulLar
(T 51 gyb Q&S
G 509 % L L& Bler

1957 %gu': c%saéuyeﬁr

s Olur Q&
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20m 8&xc
8 (2) oy OfAfar puGseflsr Ararsi
Burwuwrer  ofldy Qasr@&8 crmi sefleds
cerLms e oyfarrr? (2) @B
ows@ LfSTTD srepih amside Czu9%&
s QU url@F sl gog SmsEuamnu
BDHE QT pLculySaEEer er@Qlurom ?
() Quwafley, erliGlLimeps ? @onCuwetle,
aer ?

asked the Minister of Agriculture
and Food: (a) Is he aware that the
factory owners who buy green leaf
from the small holders of tea do not
pay them a reasonable price for green
leaf in terms of Section 8 (2) of the
Tea Control Act, No. 51 of 1957, as
amended by the Tea Control
(Amendment) Act, No. 26 of 1962 ?
(b) Will he take steps to amend the
Tea Control Act with a view to
remedying this situation ? (¢) If so
when ; and if not, why ?

8 8 oRG» dw. (MEnI®
@nd G OBesy dEe®sym odmP)

(8. §. 8. Quyerer—edlasru, o ewey
yowssfer urrreswarps sriusha)
(Mr. P. C. Imbulana—Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
and Food)

(¢) oo, Oeed P, 6y ¢cd wEHw
geothden OF e ocrndy CaAm
§def & cDemnsy, & o & 6dm ¢3
Doeensy, BBw gD ey B8E Hwo
800 wcTFIdTemd. () &® &
AT Dewsy D8 1062 o 26 cbes o
29C® (88:6iNL)) BBHBBT 83:6@INBIWG
E® ce D88 1957 gozm bl ¢ém ey
EBNEH BB BICHY BEH 1B SRS
P@endsy 6. (@) (g) IND ¢
YT DI B 65N NEW .

8. 8. ¢ ocmlwm H3VEQAD Ow
(B2 6end)

(8. orb. §. g Qerisr &peurser—
Paprarm@smre.)

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda)

& B0 OB, ¥ nend®b
YO ROrN ®emE) ICO 65y ¢d e
OBy 9B e HEB® g FB
DE5T O 3BT ¢ e
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2.8 BE&
QRN Oca.

(8. @bLjerer)

(Mr, Imbulana)

MEensY EBO 8¢ cdmed 2530
0d Redwm B J @ 5y WD BBN
DEEHL BBID.

VST 5 Den.

(8. perser)

(Mr. Nawaratna)

@b = DNNGDNOB,  PEOHD
el B6 8O 65O B8wsy eay 653
cd Budm» BgWO @rysn e enl
HE s D B8wxyd AC SHESO
@é QOB Hw DEHDAE @ QB
@570 sY®.

QORI .

(B®. @iyerer)

(Mr, Imbulana)

F o D8N 96 ACH O Do
om0 denny wdBE e E@5Y DR
88cnsy Fnhden eGe ga deWO &3
ed oy D ol Y DHE5TO 30Dy

5H® dnes VCLVB FOCR 65Y O
e30DA3.

e O ACH: 9eC sy ewW WO
@O e o o O Qe

sLeh &l Lememeuuneri&@ el Leniih
g URBTULILIETLD

LOAN BOARD . INTEREST/DIVIDEND PAYMENTS
TO SHAREHOLDERS, ETC.

6. @d. &
GeHIw)

o sNBNGD Dea.

(¢®

(Bm. oy 93 Crem@das—gLbLiC gefl)
(R. G. Senanayake—Dambadeniya)

8¢ @dBenn’ quy yEDR: ()
o 9e3aced s ey =dém el
9GO e el Cinew ¢ 6vdd® &
AT VewsY Sk gO®mw Déx BB
sy Be DT ? (@) oo &
Se¥med e msTes mg god 1964
205 cPemzm DV ed 6 6w
Cotnow oG S H Ctndewsd
Cd B D &, cTm:we?! (@)
3&cwd e R DO ? AcE ewdsd
c5Y, DRDe ? exn detd »O, & dxFa?
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28 8@@6{,
[@8. & et snrnen Owm,]
BE geonssars Cal'r e : (9y) sLer
Fsorndey enauliQeVeror LIENTESE@HEE Ul

6 Lp/EI (e

QeruppBerm GQsrerens

g ienGur  umSeorussGerr
Be» yrermsd
ererer ?  (9) @HpTSNSYETOT  LIGRT ULl
un‘a‘nﬁ&@é@ 1964 _gyib é}j@ﬁn;.ﬁ@@',@@
@mprae  wre’l £ Glnerpg 5
euisEehe L e g LiienrGor  Lim&@ e
sCorr  euipEsLiL_ eI S  SyaulT

cgy'f_rﬂsufr.rrn' 2

GlLoereor ?

(B) srivssHpsrar arrer
Lenrid  eriiGLUITp g QarBsst
u@ib ? ca,a/sSTG,maﬁ, aer ?

asked the Minister of Finance:
(a) What policy does the Govern-
ment follow in paying interest or
dividends on monies deposited with
the Loan Board ? (b) Is he aware
that depositors in Kurunegala have
not received their interest or divi-
dends since 1964 from the District
Court of Kurunegala ? (¢) What is
the reason for the delay and when
will the money be paid, if not why ?

05y, 30Cew » Ow. (@e@ @wO@Beow
ECe@s¥ ) o )

(8. erer. dlwaCrar—/p G oyemiwssifler
LIT T T @B & ST Gl )

(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance)

(a) Dividends are declared half
yearly by the Loan Board on the net
earnings from the investments on
suitors’ deposits. In terms of the
Loan Board Ordinance only deposits
which are Rs. 100 and over and which
have been in deposit for the full half
year are entitled to dividend. The
rate of dividend is determined on the
amount available for distribution
among the depositors and the total
amount entitled to dividend for the

half year. Dividends are declared
by the Loan Board as soon as possible
after the necessary statements
have been furnished +to the
Loan Board by the kachche-
ries. (b) The dividends of suitors’
deposits in D. C. Kurunegala in

respect of the half year ended
30th June 1964, were declared on
6th December 1965, and the dividends

Bewidn @5IF) ©eRVC®
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statements together with a cheque
for the total amount of dividends
were sent to the Kurunegala
Kachcheri on 10th December with a
copy of the dividends statements to
the District Court, Kurunegala. The
dividends of D. C., Kurunegala, for
the 2nd half of 1964 have not been
declared yet because the Kurunegala

Kachcheri has not furnished the
required statements. (c) Before
dividends can be declared the

kachcheries have to furnish certain
returns to the Loan Board such as the
monthly statements of suitors’
transactions and half yearly state-
ment of suitors’ balances. Whenever
these statements are delayed there is
a corresponding delay in the declara-
tion of half yearly dividends.

As already stated the dividends for
the half year ending June 1964, have
already been declared. Every effort
will be made to see that the dividends
for the 2nd half of 1964 and subse-
quent half years are declared as early
as possible.

q.‘ag. & o W Dc.

(8. =i 8. Coapruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

As a result of this Question being
asked, dividends in respect of the
half year ended 30th June 1964, have
been declared. The delay is very
unfair by the people who depend on
these dividends as a means of living.
It is a pity if Questions have to be
asked in Parliament to get these
matters expedited. I would like to
have an assurance from the
Hon. Minister that this type of delay
will not occur again, and that the
departments concerned will be
gingered up.

g0cee» .
(8. eliwaCGeaer)
(Mr. Wimalasena)

The Government will do every-
thing in its power to expedite the
payment of dividends.
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TRINCOMALEE POST OFFICE : TELEPHONE
FACILITIES
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
When was the present Telephone Ex-
change Board at the Trincomalee
Post Office installed ? (b) Is he aware
that the Telephone Exchange Board
is so old and out of date that subs-
cribers in Trincomalee cannot even
make local calls as the Telephone
Board goes out of order very fre-
quently ? (c) Will he take imme-
diate action to instal a new Board at
the Trincomalee Post Office to afford
the subscribers the correct type of
telecommunication service they are
entitled to as they pay for the
service ?

Sebene o0y R Owm. (SEed
o, e o 8¢f wredw §1OB
o @ oTWO)

(8. Hgguure QLo GHT19-GV— 9 T &F T EI &
s OCaly, sure spEHL CUTEGT S
L& & fleir LITTT(@FLGT D& sriflwsha )

(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunications)

(a) 20.2.1950. (b) No. (c)
Priority will be given to Trincomalee
in a major scheme under considera-
tion for development of telephone
ﬁﬁces outside the Greater Colombo

ea.

wosY sy 8. DLW NéNED VBTG
Qsevall #BourdHam 19., LIGHILATBTLEGS
MISS SUNETRA D. BANDARANAIKE

8. 8. Y. QBD Ow. (exnesy )
(8. &. erar. wHy—Osraerer)
(Mr. C. N. Mathew—Kolonna)
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asked the Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence & External

Affairs and Minister of Planning &
Economic Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that (i) Miss Sunetra D. Bandara-
naike, a student, left Ceylon for
Oxford on 1st October, 1964, on a pre-
paid Colombo-London passage permit
No. E/MS/300; (ii) she travelled
as a student and not on any diplo-
matic or State mission ; and (iii) she
travelled on a diplomatic passport
D. P. L./5014? (b) How many stu-
dents left for studies abroad between
January 1960 and December 1964 ?
(¢) Is he aware that not one of these
students other than Miss Bandara-
naike was given a diplomatic pass-
port 2 (d) If not, will he state the
names of the others to whom such
diplomatic passports were given ?
(e) Is she still continuing to use this
diplomatic passport ?

ab DRE o snmuem (@i
8 Y By o Jed @ MOWD SENE
#@OB @ DO wOwmewm m NE3IN
DOwD) 8EAC @)

(Qsorrey L ofl Caepruss—9rswn
Qavafl eHleusrr
Y LpFFHLD Fi L geminLiL], Quirgserm e
lausrr g F,Lb)

GYDIDFF(HLD LI FISTLILY,

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, and Minister of Planning &
Economic Affairs)

(@) (i) Yes. The correct passage
permit number is E/EP/SCH/64/234.
(ii) Yes. (iii) Yes. (b) This infor-
mation is not available. (¢) I am
aware that persons describing them-
selves as students were issued diplo-
matic passports at Colombo during
the period January 1960 to December
1964. (d) Names of persons to whom
diplomatic passports were issued are :
Master J. V. F. Carron—Passport No.
5080. Master P. K. Muthukumaru—
Passport No. 5089. Master A. V.
Muthukumaru—Passport No. 5090
Master V. P. Malalasekera—Passport
No. 5125. Master A. N. G. Wijekoone
—Passport No. 5233. (e) No. I think
the passport has been surrendered.
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MIDWIVES’ PENSION SCHEME: REFUND OF
DUES TO ©P. RANATUNGA, DIVULAFITIYA
HOSPITAL

15. L% Loy .
83e)

(Ban. @spLoar swsQsry —He e yu)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-
pitiya)
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Is he aware that earlier there was a
Provident Fund Scheme for mid-
wives and later this was converted
into a Pension Scheme? (b) Is he
aware that the Provident Fund
monies of those who have put in more
than ten years of service were re-
funded ? (c¢) Is he aware that al-
though P. Ranatunga, midwife,
Divulapitiya hospital, has sent her
application to have her Provident
Fund money refunded she has so far
not been paid her dues ? (d) What is
the reason for the delay ? (e) Has
her Provident Fund money been
transferred to the Pension Scheme ?
(f) If not, why ?

aé 8. 8. 8. FwdlRm (ewaas
HOS)

(Qazerras ertp. (2. GT&. U@ & 6T —
EET ST OIDEFEFIT)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—

Minister of Health)

(@) Yes. (b) Provident Fund
moneys of those who have opted to
join the pension scheme and who
have made applications for the re-
fund of their P.S.P.F. contributions
have been refunded. (c) Yes. (d)
Mrs. Ranatunga had not exercised
her option to join the pension scheme
within the period allowed her. She
has exercised her option in May this
year. These papers were forwarded
to the Treasury and the Treasury in-
formed us on 16.9.65 that she has been
appointed to the pensionable service
with retrospective effect from 12.5.65.
A fresh application for the refund of
her contributions was made by Mrs.
Ranatunga on 7.10.65. Particulars of
her contributions are being collected
and a refund will be made early. (e)
No. (f) There is no provision for this.
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services: (a) Is he aware that
Mr. W. M. Punchibanda, C. T. B.
driver of Meewewa has been trans-
ferred to the Nawalapitiya Depot
with effect from 1.10.65 without any
reasons ? (b) Will he take steps to
cancel this transfer ?
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(Mr. D. B. Welagedera—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Nationalized
Services)
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LOSSES INCURRED BY CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES
IN KILINOCHCHI ELECTORATE
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Commerce and
Trade : Will he state the names of the
Multi-Purpose Co-operative Societies
in the Kilinochchi electorate which
had incurred losses during the period
1st January 1961 to 1st July 1965 ;
(i) the reasons for such losses; (ii)
the amounts of losses incurred ; and
(iii) the steps taken by the Co-opera-
tive Department to remedy the
situation ?

Ded. I, 88T 9w (DML o 0Dgg
§ 0B ©:8Ce@n e W)

(Bgs. erow. . (G Alev—aoui & &, Hwmrurs

sl sh& ew s Calr dl@:

Lmaotlar Qsrensaer,

',qmm#&ﬁgaf LIT T T @ LDET D& sriflwsna)

(Mr. S. A. Peeris—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Commerce
and Trade)

(a) Yes. The Answers to sections
(i) and (iii) are in six typewritten
sheets. As the statement is a lengthy
one, may I table it ?

DS BN DD

(LT BTUST e Sor)
(Mr. Speaker)

Yes, it may be tabled.*

* Statement tabled is reproduced as an
Appendix at the end of this Days’
Proceedings.
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CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES IN KILINOCHCHI
ELECTORATE
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(Mr. Ratnam)
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2.8 BExa

[@bef Bm® @]

asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Commerce and
Trade : (a) Will he state in respect of
the period 1st January 1961 to 1lst
July 1965, the names of the Multi-
Purpose Co-operative Societies in the
Kilinochchi electorate which did not
convene Annual General meetings,
submit accounts and elect office-
bearers on the due dates ? (b) Will
he state for what length of time each
of these Societies had not held its
Annual General meeting ? (c¢) Will
he state the names of the multi-pur-
pose co-operative societies whose
counts had not been audited and the
reasons therefor ?

@) ~—
e@8ed 5H8

1. Deelst) D0RewD) wBumid wdhw

2. §oe®cad 500 etidr wumis 088w
3. BHEOEHOY DBVeLDI GBmIC e3®Hcs ...

4, EGBCHO® B8R LYol DA ...
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3B8Bed 5O

1. DocBuh B8R efumd 8w
2. §0eehd BOVeUD) wPumid es@Bcs
3. »38a®ol BEQeLD: e@umd udBw

4, E6Buc® B8Ry afEmId 88w

Bewlds @535 DeFACH

63.12.20 25 BwisS-Bm0o Bed.

2:8n BExs

D, &F. B8ed Ocon.
(Bm. erov. ar. Fiflow)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

Sir, it is a fairly long Answer. May
I have your permission to table this
Answer as well ?

D SIBNCEH S
(FUTETUST el S6ir)

(Mr. Speaker)
Yes.
swmeluw 9m ¢maAm c¢ 8&nd edold:

swfnlésuutL aflen. LSler e gy

The Answer tabled is as follows :
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Fis s Hevr Gluwir Bipssan _Bg 5 oflu Gz 5 & DI enT&GT
GUENT &Gl & (L
ufl@sm g et

Qi L g
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u. GEr. Fo. FEISD Werenmir. seamd@l uflers
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wen Gl pBm g1
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B Gl mBm g
6. @oroysth . Gpr. &&. 28.2.64 .. 31.1.66 .. asowmi@mu yssznslr eepH
FRELD enauLiL Gey sTaSmngtm
UL g, aaudE@l UG s dsr
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BLAIY.EE TS &L BET
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2ma.
(a) Name of Society Notes
1. Valaipadu Multi-purpose Co-operative The Accounts of thq soc.iety have bee.n audited up
Society to 18.10.65. Meeting is to be held in December.

The delay in audit had been due to the books
- being damaged by the Cyclone.
9. Murasumoddai Multi-purpose Co- Annual general meeting held on 27th August, 1965
operative Society
3. Kalmadunagar Multi-purpose Co- Annual General Meeting held on 25th September

operative Society 1963
T thirapurare  Multi-purpose Co- Last Annual General Meeting held on 25.6.63
* Ur(l)lpemtgre Society 2 Special General Meetings held on 15.9.64

and 30.8.65. The due annual general meetings
were not held as the audits were not completed.
The audit report for the period ending 31.12.63
has now been received and the Annual General
meeting will be held in December. The 1964
audit report will be ready by December Ist.
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() 1. Valaipadu Multi-purpose Co-operative Society

2. Murasumoddai Multi-purpose Co-operative Society
3. Kalmadunagar Multi-purpose Co-operative Society
4. Uruthirapuram Multi-purpose Co-operative Society

Audited
up to
1. Nallur Alankerni Multi-purpose 29.2.64
Co-operative Society

(¢) Name of Society

2, Thambirai Multi-purpose Co- 1.3.64

operative Society

3. Yogapuram Stage 1 Multi-purpose 31.1.64
Co-operative Society

4. Iranaimadu Bast Multi-purpose 31.7.64
Co-operative Society

5. Kandavalai  Multi-purpose Co- 31.7.64
operative Society

6. Kumarapuram Multi-purpose Co- 28.2.64
operative Society

7. Urathirampuram  Multi-purpose 31.12.63
Co-operative Society

DS NG

(FUTBTUST gyeui&eT)

(Mr. Speaker)

Question No. 19.

3oceE’ m» S

(B duwelCsar)

(Mr. Wimalasena)

Sir, we require three months time
to answer this Question.

8, & 3. oo . (Sic come®
B DB 5y H)

(8. Qaarwer—EarapbL] wGE eper
@id YrEsHHT)

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

May I know from the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance whether it is necessary to
have three months’ time to answer
this Question.

gogew’m» .

(8. dwaCsar)

(Mr. Wimalasena)

We require at least three months.
A very large volume of information
has to be gathered before we could
give the Answer.

eHmMEHY cd.

(Rw. Qserwoer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Earlier, in reply to me, the Hon.
Minister said that only a very small
number is proficient in the national

1965 ecw®d 23

. 29.2.65

. 31.1.65

. 31.7.65
. 31.7.65
. 3L.1.66

..31.12.64
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8 months

7 months
6 months
1 year 8 months

Due date Remarks

Declay in getting the books
posted up. Audit is in
progress

Delay in getting the books
posted up. Audit isin pro-
gress. .

The Manager resigned. Delay
in getting the Manager to
furnish particulars for audit.
Audit 1s in progress

No delay—Audit is in progress

1.3.65

No delay. Audit is in pro-
gress

Delay in getting the books
posted up. Audit is in

progress
Disciplinary  action taken
against the officer for this

delay. Auditisin progress

language. If that is the position of the
Hon. Minister, why take three months
to answer this Question ?

DS 5N DN Ss

(FuTpTUST e &er)

(Mr. Speaker)

I have allowed time and the Ques-

tion will be answered in three
months’ time.

8, o Oares Doy, ¢OAS Aed sNAS
S50 oW wPumd DA wBIB Borr@e
5w, @t OGrwsgre, gup Cuh@

u. Gmr. s, F. &longih

MR. R. PREMADASA, DUMBARA WEST
M.P.C,S. UNION

1. ¢ o B828R s
@f® exény
90)

(8. .
T —Icuery—edn)

(8. 9 Qerisr &P sar—Sm. M.

Q. erid. Gomrg—eaeiiGor srilde)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena-—on bshalf
of Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)
DelL o cDee 1®Redd 2 8Be iy
eC=m®ewsy qiey sldme: () 1965 O
@ 29 DB E» 6057 Dm Ce ¥ exTn®
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werps eriughfous Casl L e : ()
1965, G 29 gyb G55 poLQLDD gibp
Cup® L Cpré@s ol -Bpoys FEISLI
kTl sETovEer FLrEsEer G gis &l
LB B T GQrinsrer @EFLTES
fer prerss @apeler 15 G ST &
Qgifle) QetuliulC i erereng el
oMo ? () agporer euifl QF )& 55
S plUILLEST S SaiHE@H @b u(HL-LD
Rops sar o fSssOUC( T LD SIET
&er oot Rarpilds @ppori  GTETLMS
oyeui Iy Peurai ? (@) & 0pays & LDIT &FLD
Curerp @@ WPSEL AoaearsFo 955
@S G(HEIDT Bl g Aseyn apop
QaL_rar CQFwe crearLe s el o pleurmr ?
(7) arerCeus, @éFiorssHar piarss &
M mrem Y QauaflGuwpmicu s D@
Deu; eHle» TSl sl samsser GLopesTer

QUITTT 2

asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Commerce and
Trade : (a) Is he aware that Mr. R.
Premadasa was elected a member of
| the committee of the Dumbara West
M. P. C. S. Stores Union, Wattegama,
at a general meeting of this union
held on 29th May 1965? (b) Is he
aware that he was sentenced to one
year’s imprisonment and served 7
months for defaulting payment of in-
come tax ? (c) Is he aware that it is
highly irregular to elect such a per-
son to an important establishment

Bewldnm V535 SeFVCE®
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28 8&npd
like a co-operative union ? (d) Will
he, therefore, take early steps to re-
move him from the committee of this
union ?

Deg’. &, 88T ®can
(5. erow. ar. (Fiflew)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

(a) Yes. (b) No. In the District
Court case No. 10,020 of 18.9.56 the
judge had imposed a fine of Rs. 8,065
and not one year’s imprisonment
but six months in lieu of it. He has
accordingly served a sentence of six
g;onths imprisonment. (¢) No. (d)

0.

Ofd, @l awd dTmMIsnwm O,
(6co®ewm)

(8. erLl. By LGy LIOFLTIETLI&S—
QgmibGLr)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

Does the Parliamentary Secretary
think it desirable that persons who
have been sentenced for defaulting

payment of income tax should hold
high office in a co-operative union ?

e, &F. 88 .
(Ac. erav. a. Fiflov)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

They have been elected by the
representatives of the people.

23, @8 dewed DSTMSINGD O
(8. oris. gyr. L-wow LIGATL_T T 5T UI&S )
(Mr. F. R, Dias Bandaranaike)

Is it the opinion of the Parliamen-
tary Secretary that such persons, if
elected, should continue to hold such
high office in a co-operative union?

@iﬁ‘. . 83@ ©ca.
(Bm. eren. a. 1Fflew)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

1 will look into that matter.
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DUMBARA WEST M.P.C.S. UNION

2. ¢ ctnBen RSDEA» w. (S .

88, el dsy Ow. cDHNDI)

(8. g- Qerier & Peuir gar—Z . M. 9.
orie. Conrs Frilieo)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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RHAMES Hiarss GW
Qar@ s morer OpeTLms gjail oy PBeuram ?
(5) @oCadtnanus Qeir g QpLY-&&dan.1g-L

&l Opsy w&aCalnd FEsmEeT U G

L b g;a:rm%

u@GHle oererer  eTeTLIM S i P
ourrr? () Qpgs pOL-1PDD (Asa)Lb 16D P
Qalrer Qserumg syeui ypleursm ? (e-)
Birarss @

s sWUILSDEG T dlenrafley pLev

aarGal, @)&&regEer

g smaser Cpllarerersr?

asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Commerce and
Trade: (a) Is he aware that the
Dumbara West M. P. C. S. Union,
Wattegama, has constructed a new
building on a land belonging to the
Ceylon Government Railway? (b) Is
he aware that a contract valued at
Rs. 17,000 for the supply of equip-
ment, furniture, etc., necessary for
opening shops and a printing press in
this building has been given to a
private contractor by the committee
without calling for tenders? (c) Is
he aware that there are a large
number of co-operative carpentry
Societies in the area which could
have carried out this work ? (d) Is
he aware that this procedure is highly
irregular ? (e) Will he, therefore,
take early steps to dissolve the
committee of this union ?
°

e, &, 88 @

(8. erov. ar. (G hlew)
(Mr. S. A. Peeris)

(a) Yes. (b) Yes. (c) Although
there are 7 carpentry societies in the
area there is only one society capable
of handling this work even to some
extent, i.e., Maharatenna Carpentry
Society. (d) Although this action is
contrary to principles the committee
hoped to obtain furniture made out
of hard woods like satin and teak
which could be used for a length of
time thereby conserving the funds of
the union. The work has therefore
been entrusted to Henry Amara-
singhe & Co. as they were in a posi-

tl\iTon to obtain the timber easily. (e)
0.
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(s fpl& erevr. erib. QUGTrr—wiguwirp
Corienr —am. 0. (F. yi. Frlsssr—
Qas@Cured pp—eriurs)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota—on

behalf of Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera—
Dehiowita)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts, and Telecommunications : (a)
Is he aware that an extent of only
one mile from Digowa to Menikkanda
of the Digowa-Imbulpitiya Road has
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been taken over by the P. W. D. so
far ? (b) Is he aware that no steps
have been taken so far to take over
the section of the road from Menik-
kanda to Imbulpitiya ? (¢) Will he
take early steps to take over this sec-
tion of the road ? (d) If so when:
and if not, why ?
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Is he aware that the section of the
road up to the Agricultural School at
Batanpola of the Panawala-Maniyan-
gama Road has been metalled and
tarred so far ? (b) In view of the fact
that there is a bus service on this
road will he take early steps to metal
and tar the balance section of the
road ? (¢) If so when; and if not,
why ?
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware—
(i) that the Junior Technical School,
Jaffna, has hitherto had evening
courses in Surveying and Levelling,
Building and Construction, and Eng-
lish Stenography, without any res-
triction that only persons in employ-
ment could follow these courses ; (ii)
that the Department of Technical
Education and Training has since
ordered that only applicants who
were already in employment should
be admitted ; (iii) that no classes are
now being held for these courses in
the J. T. S.? (b) On whose orders
was this new condition imposed and
why ? (c¢) Will he issue immediate
instructions to form and carry on the
classes on the results of the admis-

sion examinations and interviews al-
ready held for these courses, without
any differentiation between those
passing out from Secondary Schools
and those in employment and to pro-
vide any extra facilities as may be
necessary to make up for the lost
time ? (d) If not, why ?
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(8.

Frr dleusry g Ffer LITTTERLLGT DE
sriflw sifl& )
(Mr. Gamini Jayasuriya—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion and Cultural Affairs)

(e¢) (i) It is a general rule that
evening classes are held for only
those employed during the day time.
All technical colleges in the island
except the one in Jaffna had been
following this rule. The fact that
Jaffna has not been following this
rule was revealed only recently. (ii)
Yes. (iii) Yes. (b) No new conditions
have been imposed. (¢) No. (d) No
exceptions can be made with regard
to the application of the requirement
that there be not less than 10 quali-

fied applicants who are in employ-
ment to form an evening class.
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JUNIOR TECHNICAL SCHOOL, JAFFNA :
FAILURES IN FIRST YEAR EXAMINATIONS
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (¢) Is he aware
— (i) that the Department of Tech-
nical Education and Training has
ordered that those students of the
Junior Technical School, Jaffna, who
failed in the First Year Examinations
for the Surveying and Levelling and
the Building and Construction even-
ing courses, held in the English
medium should not be provided any
facilities to repeat their courses in
the same medium ; (ii) that these
students have now been ordered to
follow the day courses in the Tamil
medium ? (b) Is he aware that this
order, besides causing injustice and
hardship hampers and obstructs edu-
cational progress ? (¢) Who ordered
this change and why 2 (d) Wil he
take immediate steps to provide faci-
lities to the students concerned to
repeat their courses in the English
medium as before ? (e) If not, why ?

Sesgales e

(B@ gueEiv)
(Mr. Jayasuriya)

() (i) Yes. (ii) Yes. (b) No. (c)
The decision was taken on the results
of certain departmental investiga-
tions and was in accord with the
normal practice in regard to evening
classes. (d) No. (e) As the numbers
involved were below the prescribed
minimum to form a class.
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asked the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs : (a) Is he aware
— (1) that according to the scheme of
studies followed till now at the Junior
Technical School, Jaffna, students of
the Building Trades Course may, at
the completion of the first year, opt
to follow either the 2nd Year Specia-
lised Woodwork Course or the 2nd
Year Specialised Electric Wiring
Course ; (ii) that the Department of
Technical Education and Training has
now ordered the discontinuance of
the Woodwork Course and compelled
all students to follow the Electric
Wiring Course without regard to their
wishes or aptitudes ? (b) Does he re-
member that upon his recent visit to
the school he inspected the Wood-
work Section and expressed appre-
ciation of the training imparted
there ? (¢) Who ordered the discon-
tinuance of this course and why ?
(d) Will he take immediate steps to
restore this course and allow the
students to complete their courses in
accordance with their wishes and
special aptitudes ? (e) If not, why ?
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(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(e¢) (i) Yes. (ii) No. (b) Yes, but
there is no exceptional appreciation
of the work of any particular section
of the school. (¢) The discontinuance
of the second year of the woodwork
course at the commencement of the
sessions was approved by the Deputy
Director in response to the request of
the Principal who indicated that the
students themselves wished to be
transferred to the electric wiring
second year class. (d) This class has
since been provided with the approval
of the Deputy Director and has been
functioning from 20.9.65. (e) Does
not arise,
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GODAGAMPOLA-HINGURALAKANDA ROAD,
PANAWAL KORALE V.C.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera—on behalf of
Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Will he instruct the P. W. D. to take
over, metal and tar the section of the
road up to Hinguralakanda Maternity
Home of the Godagampola-Hingu-
ralakanda road maintained by the

Panawal Korale Village Committee ?
(b) If so when; and if not, why ?
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@ 9 5 P& ugers “ gou ” GG SDILD
Qorddols LTALILSHE o pL-ouy&DS
(@) oycrair apuder, eTLs

. 3

“ bl

Ggr ermrmm?
Quraps s ?
asked 'the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Justice: (a) Is he
aware that in the summons issued in
Sinhala to attend Court the word
« Numba?” (2®) is used to address
the witness and the defendant ? (b)
In view of the fact that the word
“« Numba?” (:®) is an impolite word
will he take steps to use the word
“«Oba” (@®) instead of this word ?
(¢) If so, from when ?

20. 29. 88. PB®: 08N & V.
(cBmdésn @OBes @S D
eC )

(s3@)i1 erib. er&. erib. puilen flssrr—
RE oyeniésfer LTITEHLGT DS sriflw sf& )

(Mr. M. H. Naina Marikkar—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)

(a) Yes. (b) I have consulted the
Commissioner of Official Language
and am informed that the word
“Numba” (®) is a word frequently
met with in the olden Sinhalese
works and the word is being replaced
by “Oba” (@a). (c¢) Does not arise.

goomd, ey anem Bdwm HOw
on@sn, QsrmsanGanen SLenwiiys Siiid

DODANGAHAHENA HOUSING SCHEME, ANGODA
14. ee@ennd . .

(Bned Sw, 625D0)

(=1 -
D2 @& ey

(QLraiL i oron. ar. ofl&rn&man—5 .

SIL_MTey FTTLTS)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasingh el
of Mr. Tudawe) inghe—on behalf

DBS, ABST B e BDes @B
e®5I G1e8 VADB: () Fooend® 65DBT
@06 B 5HB B ewlbrn S
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Qsrfe, Qarifle esdl, of el geins
govrs GCslr dley: () oymbsren,
Qsr_msanCaneardle) oerer CzAw eFfL
eouwlysHC L _soss Crips o Bsor o
sonQuerien g oeur gyplaurrr? (o) G
F@sor eaQarerflp@hd Ceael it
vemQuelaerey? (§) G5 LS5 oerer
Qewr piser erg sl ?  gowa eeubleurer mlp
@G> Qead L’ uewQueacre ? (&)
@588 eorar Bevmiserer Q95
Qurereney TSZ%T? (2o) @S5H L GH®
@FUATEEREE wUB-SED o rSE
SEHEGHS sawenti Qo wrQserue s
yeui yaursr? (esr) Qavoflilellmiom @&
Bl s5p@s serweti o JCuriusp@
@paopuemr Qe i LenrGleia
orey? (or) @ppveows Erré@Gaspe

Qe ererer [pleugsmaser er@LILITT ?

asked the Minister of Labour, Em-
ployment and Housing : (a) Will he
state the' number of houses in the
National Housing Scheme, Dodan-
gahahena, Angoda ? (b) How much
has been spent on each of these
houses ? (c) How many wells are
there in this scheme and how much
has been spent on them (d) How
many wells of this scheme have col-
lapsed ? (e) Is he aware that the re-
sidents of this scheme do not have
water for nearly six months of the
year ? (f) How much has been spent

Bewldm 535 eIRE®
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so far to supply water to this scheme
from outside ? (g) What steps will
he take to remedy this situation ?

o0& 200, 9D, cem®d (=@n&,
AR @ e BOes G OS)

(Qzeroras erib. eré. @D&L}ng—(&'gn—b&sb,
Glzrifley @remr, aif L_aLniiLy DIDFFIT )

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Ministe
of Labour, Employment and Housing) i

(a) 150. (b) Average cost per
house—Rs. 3,959.99. (¢) Six drinking
wells and four bathing wells cons-
tructed at a cost of Rs. 66,485.20. (d)
Five. (e) No. The wells run dry and
water is scarce only in times of
drought. (f) Rs. 21,092.17 was spent
on supply of water by municipal
bowsers. (g) It is now proposed to
resume work on a pipe-borne water
supply scheme once the local autho-
rity agrees to maintain and operate
the scheme after its completion.

edonec el B 8@.@&:@
HBBINO e D&
SNOCO
Currglor LNSENGSIPS LoTenTauiis g
Qurelleri &rdese

AsSSAULT BY PorLicE oN UNIVERSITY
STUDENTS AT PERADENIYA

@ DY, 8. cweds
(5sﬁrﬁﬁ erer. erwb. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Under Standing Order 18, I move,

That this House do now adjourn.”

This Motion for the adjournment of
the House is made to discuss a defi-
nite matter of urgent public import-
ance, namely, the brutal and high-
handed assaults committed by the
police on the students on strike at
the Peradeniya University.

You will remember, Mr. Speaker,
I raised the matter with you in
Chambers but you were not disposed
to agree with me ; but I feel it neces-
sary, in our interests, that the matter
should formally be presented to the
House.
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(Furprusi oyeiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

When the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota saw me in Chambers about
this matter I said that I could not
allow the question to be raised. If
the hon. Member desires to make a
statement during the discussion of the
Adjournment Motion it will be given
high priority.

@z TGS :
58, NEEICSD .

DFTUG STDTETLD ; Sp. erid.
L@ & b5 B TLD

Vorte oF CoNDOLENCE : MRr. M.
BALASUNDERAM

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8B (99, DY-ToN-14]
2 S2EAC G1OB 2 BIMBNGD)

(Qsorres &, 9. 19 Roveur—arenfl, S
urger, Rardlans gyedF@HL FenL apse
@ LD

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

Mr. Speaker, with your permission,
I wish to refer to the passing away of
Mr. M. Balasunderam who was a
Member of this House representing
Kopai from 1960 till Parliament was
dissolved last year.

He was a versatile scholar and
whatever subject he studied, whether
it was mathematics, science or law,
he always came on top adding lustre
to himself and bringing credit to the
country. After studying at Kilnar
College and Jaffna Central College,
he obtained a scholarship to Royal
College, Colombo, where he amply
showed his brilliance by obtaining
first class Honours in the Cambridge
Senior Examination. Quite naturally,
he entered the Ceylon University on
a Government scholarship again to
pursue his studies. While an under-
graduate he was responsible for the
formation of the Tamil Society and

1965 ccc®8 23
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was elected Secretary of the Union
Society. After obtaining a Govern-
ment scholarship for the third time
he proceeded abroad for higher
studies. He entered Trinity Hall,
Cambridge, and was successful in the
Mathematical Tripos and was also
elected to the Committee of the Cam-
bridge Unon—a very rare honour for
an Asian at that time. He led a full
life at Cambridge University. He con-
tributed articles to the University
Magazine and took a prominent part
in the affairs of the University
Society. At the debating society
meetings he was recognized as one of
the best speakers at the University
at that time.

After returning to Ceylon he
worked for some time on the editorial
staff of the * Ceylon Daily News ” and
entered the Law College and passed
out as an advocate.

He practised his profession in
Jaffna and soon enjoyed a lucrative
practice on the criminal side. When
practising in Jaffna he was elected
President of the Tamil Youth Con-
gress and actively participated in all
activities in the peninsula for the up-
liftment of the masses.

He entered politics late in life and
entered Parliament in 1960 as Mem-
ber of Parliament for Kopai from the
Federal Party.

His brilliance at studies matched
his humility and genial qualities
which he displayed as a Member of
this House. Those of us who had per-
sonal contact with him will agree
that he was a very popular Member.
His contributions to the debates were
of the highest order. The loss to the
country of such eminent politicians
as Mr. Balasunderam is almost irre-
parable.

On behalf of the Members of this
House, I wish to record our sincere
regrets at the passing away of
Mr. Balasunderam and request you,
Mr. Speaker, to kindly convey our
deepest sympathies to the members of
the bereaved family.
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CRIE LR
CeRFLC o sNNeD Sw. (@S¢
DO8w)
(B®m. ewsSifilure Goepruss—uong
aursd)

(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke—Meda-
wachchiya)
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(8. erb. Hauf siburs)

(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

It is almost with a sense of personal
loss that I wish to speak a few words
on the death of the late Mr. Balasun-
deram who was for four and a half
years a Member of this House. After
a very brilliant career in school he
proceeded to Cambridge University
where very early in his career he
showed his mettle as a debater.

On his return to Ceylon, besides
practising as an advocate he was one
of the founders of the Jaffna Youth
Congress, and with people like
Mr. Handy Perimpanayagam, Mr.
Tamber and others, was an active
worker of the Jaffna Youth Congress
which was in the vanguard in the
fight for freedom at that time. He
took a very active part in the boycott
of the first State Council elections and
succeeded in seeing that Members
were not returned from the Jaffna
constituencies as a result of the boy-
cott carried out by the Jaffna Youth
Congress.

He entered Parliament in 1960 both
in March and in July. I think all of
us who had been with him here
would readily concede that he was
one of the best speakers we had on
the Floor of this House during this
period. Particularly on constitutional
matters he used to make very
weighty contributions. I distinetly
remember when the Criminal Law
(Special Provisions) Bill was being
debated on the Floor of this House
he raised the very point that today
the Privy Council has accepted as
being correct. I believe he was the
only Member from the Opposition or
the Government who raised that
point which has now been accepted
by the Privy Council as correct.

Unfortunately he lost at the last
election. Since the election he had
been in very poor health and his end
came rather suddenly a few days ago.

I am sure that any sentiments that
this House would express would be
a solace to his grieving wife and
members of his family. I earnestly
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request you to make a minute of these

proceedings and send a copy to his
family.

Oed. RNSe2GEF oG . (6dend)

(B@. erov. s@1Caguierdr—CsrL
i)

(Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai—Kopai)

The death of our former Member
is certainly a personal loss to all of
us. I have a special duty on behalf
of very sturdy independent views.
successor as Member for Kopai, to
express our deep sympathies to his
family and to record here the appre-
ciation that we have, both indi-
vidually and as members of a party,
for the work he has done as a parlia-
mentarian in this House, for us and
for our country

He had been working within the
limitations of a party. He was a man
of very sturdy independent views.
He had been a free and fearless
thinker. He did not subject himself
to the law of the mob or of the herd.
Although he had been working with
and through our party we always re-
cognized his independent qualities
and his fearlessness. He had been a
great defender of democracy.

It is true that in defending demo-
cracy he might have sometimes ex-
pressed sentiments that bordered on
individuality. Nevertheless one must
record that his contribution to the
work in Parliament has been very
considerable. We endorse the senti-
ments expressed in this House ; and
on behalf of the people of Kopai I
make a special endorsement of the
sympathies expressed in this House
and I ask you to kindly convey these
sympathies to his family.

DS BN

(surprusr oouiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I wish to associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by both sides
of the House on the death of Mr. M.
Balasunderam, ex-Member of this
House. I shall request the Clerk to
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the House to make a minute of the
proceedings of the meeting today and
send a copy thereof to the members
of the bereaved family.

oo oens BEHDIOP
SO LSS wC&r sTEEar
BrrLs PRESENTED

c@8w (Boonidm) V® oY

ymallrst LGS (H6S5S) w@er s
RAILWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL

“to amend the Railways Ordinance. 2
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Presented by the Hon. E. L. B.
Hurulle, Minister of Communications , to
be read a Second time on Saturdey,
Sth January 1966, and to be printed.

N5 DO DBV BoeRIWDD
,;;J@usﬁmmdq;& ﬁ@-‘a’;‘a;;i
ReviSION OF THE CONSTITUTION

ad 8. 8.¢c 8CD
(Qaworras &. (F. 4 fovaur)
(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)
I move,

“That the following Members be
appointed to join with a Select Commit-
tee to be appointed by the Senate as a
Joint Select Commitee to consider the
revision of the Ceylon (Constitution and
Independence) Orders in Council, 1946
and 1947, and other written law with re-
ference to the following among such other
matters as the Committee may consider
necessary :

(1) the establishment of a Republic;

(2) the guaranteeing of fundamental
rights ;
(3) the position of the Senate and

Appointed Members of the House
of Representatives ; and

(4) The Public Service Commission and
Judicial Service Commission.
The Hon. Dudley Senanayake

The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena
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The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene

The Hon. C, P. de Silva

The Hon. M. D. Banda

Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar
Mr, P. G. B. Keuneman

Mr. Leslie Goonewardene

Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam, Q.C.
Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike
Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan

Dr. N. M. Perera

Mr. G. G, Ponnambalam, Q.C.

Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandara-

naike

Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke.”

P9 90 smB8a wém L.
@ 168 HwiburiGupm .
Question proposed.

@l Y. 8. cwels
(sorflS erer. erib. QuBrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Since we originally agreed to the
setting up of this Joint Select Com-
mittee, much has happened in this
country. A decision of the Privy
Council, I think, has completely re-
versed the original position that we
had taken up. I would like to request
the Hon. Leader of the House to
agree to a postponement of this Mo-
tion, if the  Government is so dis-
posed, because we in the Opposition
are in the process of studying the new
position that has been created as a
result of the Privy Council decision
which has made this Parliament a
subordinate entity. We are no longer
a sovereign Parliament.

a& VAE ot 5NN

(Qaerrey L1 of Co@prudgs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
That has not been held at all.

aD8w %Y. 8. csels,

(ser /S eresr. erib. QuCramr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is a matter which the Hon.
Prime Minister cannot decide. The

Hon. Prime Minister cannot decide
it.

Bewidn 9535 SeBAG®

4270
65 8 B9 DrDEM 3.6 NBI®

ob DRE oW NG
(Oserras L ofl CorEpruss )
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Nor can you.

@rnde Y. 8. cueds
(ser B erer. ertb. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Nor can we. Quite right. The
people might decide. The people out-
side might decide.

Anyhow, our position is that we
are in the process of studying the new
position. If I remember right, it was
only yesterday that the papers car-
ried the full report of the judgment
of the Privy Council.

On a previous occasion, and quite
recently also, on the findings of a
Bribery Tribunal which were raised
before the Privy Council, Article 29
of the Constitution was treated as an
entrenched clause. If that is an en-
trenched clause, that is a clause that
cannot be touched by us even with a
{wo-thirds majority. it is a matter
that has to be looked into. We in the
Opposition are in the process of
studying the position carefully. We
would like to have a little time to
express our opinion on the whole

question.

In the meantime, if the Governmel}t
is agreeable, we would like this
matter postponed for January 8, 1966,
by which time we hope we will be
ready to express our own att1t1:1de on
the question. Of course, if the
Government is not so disposed, all
we can say is that we will oppose the
Motion and so far as participation in
the Joint Select Committee is con-
cerned, we will not participate if the
Government is not prepared to accede
to our request to postpone the con-
sideration of this Joint Select Com-
mittee Motion now. We would like
to be given time to consider th.e
matter in the light of the new deci-
sion that has been arrived at by the
Privy Council. An entirely new
Constitutional position has been
raised in this country. Let us meet
that,
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We may agree or we may not agree
with the particular legislation that
was passed. Some of us were dis-
posed to oppose that legislation at a
particular time. But that is neither
here nor there. From our point of
view, once the House has come to a
decision, rightly or wrongly, we
would not like to see anybody out-
side upsetting that or nullifying a
decision arrived at by this House if
the sovereignty of this Parliament is
to be maintained. That is something
on which, I think, nobody could have
any two opinions. Anyhow, that is
a matter that has to be carefully stu-
 died. We would like to do that. If
the Government is agreeable. we
would like to have this matter taken
up on the 8th of January when we
meet next.

o DIE oud HINGD
(Qserres L ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I do not see how this recent
judgment can affect the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee to
consider amendments to the Consti-
tution. If the arguments adduced
by the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) are valid, the
urgency to amend the Constitution is
all the greater.

@8 Dy, 0. cuedd

(soor fS erer. ertb. QUCTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Surely the Hon. Prime Minister
knows that amending a constitution
is quite different from changing a
constitution. What is the use of
amending the Constitution if it can
be upset on the other side ?

o 2BE et BZNGD
(Qaorras . ofl Co@pTuEs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

You can recommend a completely
new constitution if you like.

@n8n O, O8. ewedd
(seor fF erer. erib. QuUGTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Not in a Joint Select Committee.
You must go to a constituent assem-
bly for that purpose. Surely the
I-}Ilon. Prime Minister ought to know
that.

1060 ece®d8 23
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(Qzor ey L1 o) Ca@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I think the hon. Member for Yati-
looked at the
judgment. Even if we are to con-
cede his point, 1 say there 1s nothing
to prevent a Jelect Committee from

raised. It is absurd fo say _
judgment contested the soyerelgnty
of our Parliament. In the ]qument
itself the sovereignty of Parliament
has been specifically upheld. It only
shows that he has not even read the

judgment.

B OBY. 9. oweds

(seor S5 erer. erib. Qu@rmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is why I said I am studying
it.

ad PBRE oW PNZNGED

(Qzorrey L ofl Cor@)prss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We will allow you then time to
study it. We are prepared to put this
off and take it up on the 8th of Janu-
ary. But please study the subject
without making any irresponsible
statements. I do not see how his argu-
ment can be a barrier to the Select
Committee considering the amend-
ment of the Constitution. If he wants
time to study the judgment,
certainly ; but on the 8th of January,
we will definitely move this.

@DBw Oy, 8. exeld

(seor f5 erer. erib. QUGTIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is what we have asked for.

DS BN S
(& um Bl ,:o,yemf‘ase}r)
(Mr. Speaker)

Is the Leader of the House going
to withdraw the Motion ?

aé 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Oserrey &. 5. 9 Godaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I would not have moved it had 1
been told so earlier.
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Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

O VerIEEE DG
FENL 9y Qe
Busingss or THE HoUSE

oG 8. 8. ¢ 8B

(Qaeorrey &. (F. 19 Qoveur)

(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)

I move,

“That notwithstanding the provisions
of Standing Order No. 24, the Motion
appearing as item 1 on the Paper be
proceeded with this day.?”

g wa 80um» 2%, wemuddm Ba.

el &IRSsUULE whpsCaTerenii g,

Question put, and agreed to.

Y8 VeFREed AGBe
FanLI /LDy
SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

@& 8. 8. ¢ BC®
(Qazerra &. (9. 9. Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 2 p.M. on Saturday,
8th January 1966.

@ »e 80um» ¢, uwmuddm S

eiley @l@ssiiur® e it OMErererIuLL g,

Question put, and agreed to.

w& 8. 8. ¢ 86

(Czorray &. (S, 19 Géveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I move,

That the hours of Sitting of the House
on Saturday, 8th January 1966, shall be
as though it were a Tuesday.”

gl ma 8@um GEs, wwmud®dm B,
ol@ @@&EsUULe HpEdsnereriulL g.

Question put, and agreed to.
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AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS
Nos. 8, 9, 18, 21 anp 22
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The following Motion stood next on the
Order Paper :
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The Leader of the House to move,—
“That Standing Orders Nos. 8, 9, 18, 21
and 22 be amended to read as follows :

“8. (1) Unless the House otherwise
decides, the House shall meet in two alter-
nate weeks in each month commencing on
the second day from the first Poya day
each month and shall sit on the second
day, third day, fourth day and fifth day
from the Poya day of the first of such
weeks and the fourth day and fifth day
frcm the Poya day of the alternate week.

For the purpose of this Standing Order
week shall mean the period com-
mencing on a Poya day and terminating
on the day preceding the next succeeding
Poya day.

(2) The sittings of the House shall
commence at the following times :—

On the second day, third day and
gourth day from the Poya day at
p-m.

On the fifth day from the Poya day at
10 a.m.

Provided that a meeting summoned by
the Governor-General shall begin at
such hour as the Governor-General may
fix in giving notice thereof.

(3) The proceedings on any bhusiness
under consideration at noon on any fifth
day from the Poya day shall, unless the
House otherwise decides, be interrupted
without question put and shall be
resumed at 2 p.m.

(4) At 7.30 p.m. on every second day
and fourth day from the Poya day,
8.30 p.m. on every third day from the
Poya day and 5 p.m. on every fifth day
from the Poya day, Mr. Speaker shall
adjourn the House without question put.

(5) At 7 p.m. on every second day and
fourth day from the Poya day, 8 p.m. on
every third day from the Poya day and
430 p.m. on every fifth (day . from the
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Poya day, the proceedings on any busi-
ness then under consideration shall be
interrupted ; and, if the House be in
Committee, the Chairman shall leave the
Chair and make his report to the House,
and if a motion has been proposed for
the adjournment of the House or of the
debate, or in Committee that the Chair-
man do report progress or do leave the
Chair, every such dilatory motion shall
lapse without question put:

Provided always that on the interrup-
tion of business, the closure may be
moved under Standing Order 46 and, if
moved, or if proceedings under that
Standing Order be then in progress,
Mr. Speaker or the Chairman shall not
leave the Chair until the question conse-
quent thereon and on any further
motion as provided in that Standing
Order has been decided.

(6) After the business under considera-
tion at 7 p.m. on the second day or the
fourth day from the Poya day, or 8 p.m.
on the third day from the Poya day or
430 p.m. on the fifth day from the Poya
day has been disposed of, no opposed
business shall be taken.

9. A motion may be made by a
Minister at the commencement of Public
Business, to be decided without amend-
ment or debate, to the following effect : —

‘that the proceedings on _any
specified business be exempted at
this day’s sitting from the provisions
of Standing Order 87,

and if such a motion be agreed to, the
business so specified shall not be inter-
rupted if it is under discussion at the
time fixed for interruption of business
and may be entered upon at any hour
though opposed :

Provided that when the business
exempted from the operation of this
Order is disposed of after 7.30 p.m. on the
second day or the fourth day from the
Poya day or after 8.30 p.m. on the third
day from the Poya day or after 5 p.m. on
the fifth day from the Poya day
Mr. Speaker shall immediately after the
conclusion of the last item of exempted
business adjourn the House without
question put.

18. (1) A motion for the adjourn-
ment of the House shall not be made until
Public Business has been entered upon
(except by a Minister) unless a member
rise in his place at the end of questions
and ask leave to move the adjournment
of the House for the purpose of discussing
a definite matter of urgent public 1mpor-

tance and state the matter.

(2) Such a motion by a member shall
not be made unless—
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(¢) the member obtains the leave of
the House, or

(b) the leave of the House not having
been given, not fewer than
twenty members rise in their
places to support him.

(3) If the motion is so supported or the

House gives leave, it shall stand over on

the second day or the fourth day from

the Poya day until 5.30 p.m., on the third

day from the Poya day until 6.30 p.m. and

gn the fifth day from the Poya day until
p.m.

(4) Leave shall not be sought for more
than one such motion on any one day.

(5) On days on which Government
business has precedence, no motion for
the adjournment of the House, other than
a motion made under the provisions of
this Order, shall be moved between the
items of business set down for that day
before 7 p.m. on the second day or the
fourth day from the Poya day, 8 p.m. on
the third day from the Poya day and
430 p.m. on the fifth day from the Poya
day unless such motion be moved by a
Minister.

91. (1) Public Business shall consist
of Orders of the Day and Notices of
Motions.

(2) An Order of the Day is a Bill or
other matter which the House has ordered
to be taken into consideration upon a
particular day. An earlier day cannot
be substituted for the day so appointed.

(3) Government business shall have
precedence on every day except the third
day from the Poya day.

(4) On any third day from the Poya
day a motion may be made by a Minister
without notice at the commencement of
Public Business to be decided without
amendment or debate to the effect that
¢ Government business have precedence
this day’ or that ‘a specified item of
Government business have precedence
this day’ and if such motion be carried
Government business or the specified

item of Government business shall have

precedence accordingly.

(5) Government business shall be set
down in such order as the Government
think fit. :

(6) Unless the House otherwise order,
on the third day from the Poya day
Private Members’ business shall have
precedence over Government business
and Notices of Motions shall have prece-
dence over Orders of the Day.

(7) Subject to the provisions of
paragraph (6) of this Order Private
Members’ Notices of Motions and Orders
of the Day shall be taken in the order in
which they appear on the paper.

1065 ece®8 23

4284
D8 Bewle WBeerIVBI® Hae

929. All Orders of the Day undisposed
of at the adjournment of the House shall
be postponed until the next sitting day
without a motion to that effect; and all
notices of motions not reached shall, in
the absence of any specific instruction by
the member in whose name the notice
stands, be carried forward to the next
sitting day if standing in the name of a
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary and
to the next third day from the Poya day
sitting if standing in the name of a
private member.”

ad 8. 8. ¢ BED

(Qserrey &. F. 15 Feveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move the Motion standing in my
name.

ab el DED. omnemd
(5268 @ DOum 8EAc :i@B)

(Qaorrey aorfS 96Ty SSpruss—
o erprl () elausrs yeLDEFENT)

(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—Minis-
ter of Home AfTairs)

I second it.

DN NGNS,

(FUTFTLST 2 S6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

This Motion has to be referred te
the Standing Orders Committee
without any discussion.

«s 8. 8. < S D
(Qsarras F. 1F. 19. Aoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Cannot the Committee
today?

meet

DO 5N BN

(Furprusr syeuser)

(Mr. Speaker)

According to the Standing Orders

we have to refer this Motion to the
Standing Orders Committee.

131 2» FNHé Bewlaw «wdeny, exddzud
ah0d Bewdo wmmdnd wwmdd 08¢ awd
BSewda Dém» GE

Beawm slrlr @ev. 131 @evruig. CroCsmrenis
Blown s L% @Gupeyé@d smiLl uefldsiulL g.

Motion ordered to be referred to the
Standing Orders Committee wunder
Standing Order No. 131.
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CEYLON PETROLEUM CORPORATION :
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1964

g. e, 2.53

o 8. O. gompn (Smum o
LASEDY

(Qsorras  of. &. sagpre—CsAuLU

Cremen cg;smmé:er.f )

(The Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa—Minister
of Nationalized Services)

I move,

“That the Annual Report and State-
ment of Accounts for the year 1964 of
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation, to-
gether with the Auditor’s Report and the
comments of the Auditor-General thereon,
which was presented on September 21,
1965, be approved.”

e 9. ©8. cueld
(sevr G erer. ertb. QUCrrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You have nothing to say on this?

Ao QOB

(OFerres &&55TF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I can say something if you want.

c'{!a@:&:a Y. ©8. eweld
(aorflg erer. erb. QUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Say something.

o OBICES

(Qzerres &&S5ETEF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

This Report and the Statement of
Accounts relate to 1964, that is, a
period before I assumed office as
Minister in charge. The nationaliza-
tion of these undertakings really
took place in two stages. On the
first occasion, only a part of these
undertakings were nationalized, and
it was only later that the other part
was nationalized, and the nationali-
zation made complete.

Bewldrm 8535 VedVC®
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(Blm. ewgHilure Cre@pruss)
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)

Now, it has been denationalized!

A LA
(Cserres F&55TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

There were 750 depots, but only
300 were nationalized at first, and it
was only later that the other depots
were nationalized. The corporation
did not close down any of those
depots although it was felt that some
of them could be closed down, un-
less the dealers themselves agreed to
closing down their depots. Some of
the depots have been voluntarily
closed down.

The corporation had a reserve, of
which Rs. 13 million had been taken
away.

Bonuses were paid last year and
we propose to do so this year too.

With regard to purchase of petrol,
the corporation has been importing
petrol from three countries, the
U. S. S. R., Rumania and the U. A. R,
At the present moment we need
1,100,000 tons.

eDBOY Dean.

(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Excluding aviation
bunker oil.

fuel and

el tOBEts
(Qserres FHSHTE)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We have been doing a eertain
amount of bunkering.

Practically everybody who was
employed by the companies has been
given employment, and we have paid
nearly Rs. 500,000 on bonuses alone.

#nBn OnY. O8. cueld
(soorflG erer. erip. QuUGTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This year ?
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(Qeerras &&5EmE)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
Last year.

G8a Y. O8. cwedle
(sorfG ereir. erb. QUGTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What about this year ?

G HOWE
(Qserras *&SETF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We have not yet paid; we are
paying now. This year, the bonus
will be something more than that
paid last year, because we have
earned more profits.

M5y ca.

(8. Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Are you following the same system
of paying bonuses this year ?

oS BOVIEIE
(Qaerres F&SHTE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We are following a different
system, but they will get a better
bonus.

Further, we have increased the
salaries of all staff from the minor
staff to the highest grade, the minor
staff benefiting to a greater extent.
When they made representations to
me, particularly the trade unions,
they were quite satisfied. At one
stage, when the trade unions were
not satisfied with the increase in
salaries, they threatened to strike.
I told them in plain language that if
they had any representations to
make, if they were dissatisfied with
the conditions of service, they had
the right and the liberty to meet me.
I told them, “ Do not strike without
making representations. The conse-
quences may be fatal.” They came
and saw me, and I gave an order
that the salaries be revised. The
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salaries were revised, they were
given a better deal, and they are
quite satisfied.

g’ e wmBga aém Cf
de 05 HubulGUHDE.
Question proposed.

g. o 3
@B O5Y. 08, eveld

(seorf @ erer. ertb. QUGrIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is certainly a great pleasure to
congratulate the petroleum corpora-
tion on having submitted the
accounts for 1964 so quickly. To the
best of my knowledge it is the only
corporation which has submitted its
accounts more or less in time. I
must also congratulate the Petroleum
Corporation on having presented the
best accounts, not only among the
corporations but even so far as
private parties were concerned.
Mr. Alvappillai was, I think, the
happy recipient of a prize the other
day at the hands of an ex-Prime
Minister. This was a prize awarded
by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants.

We did not want the Hon. Minister
to read portions of this report. We
really wanted him to give us an idea
of what he is going to do in 1965 and
1966. That is really the whole
purpose of a discussion of this report.
So far as this report is concerned, it
certainly shows a very satisfactory
state of affairs. At page 12 of the
report you find a reference to
replacement cost of Rs. 80 millions.
It says:

“Assuming a Replacement Cost of
Rs. 80 millions the rate of return on
capital for 1964 is 37 per cent.”

It is a very high percentage and is
certainly something about which we
can be highly satisfied. Then it goes
on to say:

“This rate shows a considerable im-
provement over the corresponding rate of
245% for 1963. The improvement is. of
course, due to the fact that the Corpc;ra-
tiop became so'e distributors of petroleum
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products within the country in 1964. The
complete take-over of assets led to a re-
latively more efficient utilization of
selling facilities and also to a relative
reduction in overhead expenditure.”

That is one of the matters about
which we should like to know some-
thing. The fact that we have a satis-
factory rate of profit does not neces-
sarily mean that there is no room for
improvement. The Hon. Minister
must tell us what further steps are
being taken to avoid waste and to
run the corporation more efficiently
and economically.

The Hon. Minister told us that all
the 750 filling stations are still con-
tinuing to run and that for various
reasons they could not be dispensed
with. I know that when the question
of closing down some of these filling
stations came up, hon. Members ob-
jected on the ground that many
people would be thrown out of em-
ployment, and so on. The matter
should be carefully thought out and
consideration should be given to the
question whether a system of more
economical distribution centres could
be worked out.

These are matters on which we
should like to have some information.
We want to know whether the Hon.
Minister is giving thought to all these
problems in the reorganization of this
particular corporation. We cannot
be satisfied. There is no question of
standing still when running corpora-
tions if you are to maintain their effi-
ciency. We have to continue to make
progress. We have to study the
various improvements that have been
made in other countries and see how
far we too could improve in this
country. So, the Hon. Minister must
let us know what further steps he
intends taking with regard to the re-
tail distribution.

The Report says:

“ It had always been the view of the
Corporation that the retail marketing net-
work in Ceylon was heavily over-
capitalized, with particularly too many
petrol filling stations. Studies made by
the Corporation in 1962 and in 1963 had

Bewidm ©xsIF) V&FHVEw
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revealed that though there were approxi-
mately 750 petrol filling stations in the
Island, a figure of around 400 would be
ample to cover the entire Island, taking

all factors like population distribution
and the road pattern into account.”

Now, it may not be possible to do
so immediately. But it is the duty
of the Hon. Minister to inform this
House what steps he is taking to rea-
lize the target of gradually reducing
the number of petrol filling stations
and rationalizing the retail distribu-
tion of petrol throughout the country.
There is some reference to this on
page 7 of the report—*“ Measures to
reduce uneconomic capital invest-
ment on the retail distribution net-
work.” It says:

“Tn the second place, the acquisition
of the entirety of the distribution facili-
ties saddled the Corporation with an over
capitalized distribution network. Under
the circumstances the best the Corpora-
tion could do was to endeavour in the
first place to reduce its own capital in-
vestment in retail outlets in comparison
with that of the private companies and
in the second place to close down what-
ever outlets could be closed down with
the concurrence of dealers’ themselves.*

When hon. Members travel to other
parts of the country they will see
certain depots which continue to
exist although they do not seem to
be selling very much, and do not
seem to be patronized much. From
the report for 1964, although one gets
the impression that there would be
rationalization in 1965, there is noth-
ing to show that any steps had been
taken in 1965 to rationalize the work
of retail distribution.

Now, Sir, pricing policy is another
matter to be considered and one rea-
lizes how important it is when one
considers the profits. I think it is
something we ought to be proud of.
As a result of these petroleum com-
panies being deprived of the mono-
poly of selling petrol in this country,
the foreign exchange saving arising
from the special discounts given by
the suppliers, amounted to Rs. 14.3
million, compared with Rs. 5.2 million
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in 1963. You find all this nicely set
out in Chart No. 6 of the Petroleum
Corporation Report.

I must say that this report of the
petroleum corporation is a Very
satisfactory one. It gives us as much
information as I suppose, it could
conveniently give us. On that matter
there is one point I would like to
urge. It cannot be the policy of a
corporation merely to increase the
profits that it is making. We vyould
like a corporation, after building a
reasonable reserve and providing for
various other contingencies, to see
that the customers get the benefit of
the monopoly position and the extra
advantages that it secures by way of
reduced prices for the petrol it buys.
If it is 10 per cent. less or 15 per cent.
less, then some portion of it must be
passed down to the consumer.

I hope that the petroleum corpora-
tion would not follow the policy of
the cement corporation. The cement
corporation makes substantial pro-
fits, no doubt, but at the expense of
the consumer. When the cement
corporation was set up in this
country we thought we would be
able to give cement so cheap that
every household would find it cheaper
to use cement than cow dung. That
was the original purpose when the
cement corporation was started.

The Committee appointed by the
Minister of Labour, Industry and
Commerce, of which I was a member,
discussed the whole concept of the
cement industry and we were hoping
to sell cement at Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 a bag.
We are now selling at Rs. 10 a bag
and often much more in the black
market where the poor man has to
pay as much as Rs. 15, Rs. 16 or Rs. 20
for a hundredweight. That is not a
sound policy.

Of course, so far as the Govern-
ment is concerned the corporation is

entitled to have a reasonable margin
of profit for reserves, for contingen-

cies, for incidental expenses and so
on. However, a reasonable reduction
in prices, gradually at deasty should
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be brought into force. That is one
of the things I would like to urge
upon the Hon. Minister.

The Hon. Minister has told us that
the corporation buys 1,100,000 tons of
petrol from abroad. We have been
buying both from the East European
countries, that is the socialist
countries, as well as from the United
Arab Republic. I think even Iraq
was offering petrol in bulk. I would
like to know whether it was not
possible to get even a further dis-
count on the purchase of petrol from
these countries and whether any
serious effort has been made to try

to get in 1966 even lower prices from
these various sources.

I would like to know what the posi-
tion is with regard to the purchase of
lubricating oils, that is diesel oil,
grease, and so on. If I remember
right, we are members of INCO—
International Co-operative Petroleum
Association—a co-operative venture
in the United States. We are getting
our various lubricating oils from this
organization. We also pay for the
benefit of being a member of that co-
operative union.

If the corporation has called for
fresh tenders, have they called for
world-wide tenders in terms of the
second agreement—not the first
agreement—with the petroleum com-
panies ? The second agreement pro-
vides for the possibility of these
petroleum companies tendering for
lubricating oils. Not only that, it is
now possible for these companies to

sell lubricants in competititon with
the corporation.

You are having a peculiar position.
Here is an organization run by the
Government. You are permitting ¢
foreign company——

a& DY Brnczy
(Qserrey acreflprugs)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Wetare considering.
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(sorf@ erer. erib. QuUGTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You would not consider unless you
are favourably considering. What is
the point of considering ? You must
disabuse our minds. Why is the Hon.
Minister of Finance anxious to con-
sider at all ? After all this is a Gov-
ernment venture. Does he want to
knock out the Government venture ?
Does he want to undermine his own
venture ? Public money has been in-
vested in this undertaking. This is
like our Leather Factory! We are
reorganizing and improving it, and
then we go and allow Batas to com-
pete with it and under-cut our own
factory goods.

Anyhow, I would like to know what
the position is with regard to the
question of lubricating oils. Are you
calling for tenders for the supply of
these oils or are you allowing the old
procedure of the co-operative under-
taking providing all the lubricating
oils that we need ? Or are you going
to buy your lubricating oils from
somebody else? We would like to
know what the position is.

With regard to bunkering also we
would like to know whether any
serious effort is being made to gradu-
ally take over the trade. e |
vemember right, in 1964, the then
Minister was making arrangements
in respect of this matter. I remember
as Minister of Finance the matter
came up before me as well and
various arrangements were being
made for the corporation to work it-
self into the bunkering trade. In
other words, efforts were to be made
to get contracts with foreign shipp-
ing firms to see that they took bun-
kering oil from the corporation. Have
any steps been taken with regard to
this matter ? Or have you left this
matter, in terms of your second agree-
ment with the oil companies, to the
companies completely ? One got the
impression tha the second agreement,
though it did not expressly do so,
virtually promised bunkering for the
next five years to the oil companies.
There is no doubt. Theyi triedte
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hedge it one way or another ; we will
have to wait and see what will
happen ; but the net result I think is
that for the next five years the oil
companies are safe in regard to
bunkering.

ad 8. ml. Luddam (SHds $0A
e eom@msneawy  SiEnomi e
o Sed: DO 8¢ Giddedw
2 EEc@ ) oE )

(Qzerres  Cag. i QLT FT—@IT
QrEs o@wEFmD 197 FLD DJIDEF F T ZiLb
urgariy — Qaefldlausrsr  oeinéss gk
LIF TN (EHLOET D& srifiwsAAL)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Ministes
of State and Parliamentary Secretary te
the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence and External Affairs)

Safely bunkered.

@ne Y. 8. euedh
(sorf& erer. ertb. QuUCrim)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is right. They all become
bunkum at the end.

May we also know something about
the position of setting up a refinery ?
These are matters on which we would
like to have information. The Hon.
Minister might have told us what the
present position is so that we would
have been able to make some com-
ments on an informed basis. Now
we have to start assuming that they
are going to have a refinery. What
stage have they reached in regard to
it? Are they calling for fresh
tenders ? What have they done?
Nothing has been told us. The Hon.
Minister read extracts from here and
there and he quietly sat down. He
was none the wiser about what is
happening in the Petroleum Corpora-
tion. Let us know what is happening
in regard to this matter.

If I remember right, five com-
panies were asked to tender. They
were an Italian, a French, a Japanese,
a Czechoslovakian and one other
company. I think, the other was &
German company. There was &
rumour that the Italian company’s
tender.was the lowest but they had
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not completed their tender. If I
remember right it was an incomplete
tender. I do not know what the pre-
sent position is. It is a matter that
the Hon. Minister and the
Government will have to look into.

Anyhow, we would like to know
what the present position is in regard
to the question of the oil refinery. If
they are going ahead with it let them
quicken the pace. It will take some
time. My recollection is that the
Czechoslovakian people who were
here and who had informal discus-
sion with the Government at one
stage stated that they were prepared
to put up the oil refinery in two
years. I do not know what the new
position is, but we would certainly
like to have as much information as
the Hon. Minister can give us on this
whole question.

I do not want to speak at length
but I do think that Hon. Ministers,
when they present reports might,
apart from the past, let us know
about what they intend to do at the
moment and also the future
perspectives.

g. on. 3.18

DE»D eS8 . (SMmen cned)

(B Ouie Gerdewr—Gsrepby
QspE <msshzeur)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)
. Mr. Speaker, I have to repeat what
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) said regarding
the paucity of the information given
by the Hon. Minister, while at the
same time I wish to congratulate the
corporation on producing a report
which gives us quite a lot of
information.

In discussing this report we are
expecting something further from
the Hon. Minister in regard to the
projects that are now said to be in
hand as activities to be undertaken
in 1965 in particular. The most
important of those matters which the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota refer-
red to is the matter of the setting up
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of the refinery. Now, I am not
going to detail the ancient history in
regard to this matter at any great
length, but the fact is that the
Czechoslovakian agency was prepared
to construct this refinery and set it
going and then hand it over to the
Government of Ceylon on a turn-key
basis. There was no controversy that
that was more advantageous than a
form of capital participation on the
part of any foreign firm.

Whatever views we may have in
respect of the merits of these two
proposals, the fact remains that one
of the matters about which we
should be careful is to safeguard,
first, the advantages that accrue to
this country from the nationalization
of the sale of petroleum products in
this country. And, if we are to
safeguard the fruits of nationaliza-
tion, obviously, we cannot enter into
that kind of agreement, or enter into
any form of participation with
foreign capitalist concerns which, in
any form, would undermine the en-
tire principle of nationalization, on
the one hand, and, on the other,
provide the opportunity for further
encroachments upon the province of
the Government of Ceylon in that
matter.

The particular danger that arises
in this situation is that the three oil
companies—three of them or one of
them—whose monopoly in this coun-
try was removed by nationalization,
would seek to come back through
some other agency in an indirect
way into the oil business in this
country. One form has already been
provided for, not in the open agree-
ment which was discussed when we
considered the petroleum compensa-
tion question, but in the seccret
agreements which were later tabled
in Standing Committee “ A” when
this Committee considered the
Ceylon Petroleum (Foreign Claims)
Cqmpensation Bill, namely, by per-
mitting these companies to compete
in the sale of lubricants in thig
country. That, Sir is a kind of de-
nationalization, the thin end of the
wedgesso to say. As I said in the
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Standing Committee, there was a
member of the U, N. P. in the
Colombo Municipal Council in the
old days who used to describe it by
saying that the rope comes first and
the cow comes later. This is the
rope, the thin end of the wedge. In
other words, there is the danger that
nationalization would be sought to
be undermined in various ways
through the operation of these
foreign oil companies in the field of
lubricants, in the first instance, and
in the matter of the setting up of the
refinery.

It is known—and I trust that the
Hon. Minister would state the facts
in regard to this matter in this
House—that one of the companies
called upon to tender in this matter
is known to be an agency of one of
the three companies that had
operated in this country before—I
mean the Italian concern. The
Italian concern is known to be an
indirect agency of one of the oil
companies that operated here. That
is only one aspect of the matter.

The other aspect of the matter is
that the finances of this particular
company are said to be in a some-
what dubious state. The finances
are not considered to be very sound.
I do not know what advantage can
result to this country by inviting the
participation of a firm of that stand-
ing. I do not know what advantage
can accrue to us by asking them to
Earticipate in any kind of venture

ere.

There is no doubt that if the Gov-
ernment is prepared to accept if,
though the form of the participation
did not involve capital participation,
the Czechoslovakian offer was omne
for a Government that would have
confidence in public enterprise and in
itself ; and, in this paricular instance,
there was no reason why the Gov-
ernment should not have confidence
in a corporation which appears to
have managed its affairs fairly well.
The Czechoslovakian offer was one
which appears to have, been more
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attractive than any of these other
offers of capital participation that
have been the subject of discussion.

Our fears are twofold. The first
is that nationalization is going to ke
undermined in some form. The
second is that they would be partici-
pating in a manner which would
place the oil trade once again within
the complete control of outsiders and
enable outside agencies to withdraw
a very large sum of money annually
by way of profits derived from the
oil trade in this country.

We would lose some of the
advantages that have already
accrued to us from nationalization.

These are the fears that are enter-
tained in regard to this matter and
I expect the Hon. Minister to speak
on this matter in order that we
might know where exactly we stand.

In regard to the activities of the
Corporation itself, it is satisfactory to
note that there has been a consider-
able earning of foreign exchange by
the petroleum corporation in regard
to its dealings with those countries
that have supplied us with oil for sale
here.

There is no doubt that there has
been an annual saving of about Rs. 15
million in c.if. prices, quite apart
from any of the earnings that have
accerued to the corporation.

There is also another advantage
which has been negatived to some
extent by the secret agreement that
has been signed by the Minister of
Finance and the oil companies. The
advantage is this: the petroleum
corporation has over a period of
three years provided finances to the
Government through the banks to the
extent of Rs. 50 million, whereas the
Shell Company alone had operated
on a bank draft of Rs. 10 million at
the time of nationalization.

In other words these foreign
companies have been doing business
here with our money while the
petroleum corporation, instead of
drawing upon financial resources for
its operations, has in fact provided
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finances to the Government of this
country through the banks to the
extent of Rs. 50 million in the course
of three years.

In that matter the agreement
signed by the Minister of Finance
with the oil companies seeks to
restore the status quo. The Govern-
ment has guaranteed to the oil
companies the continuation of their
business operations in regard to
chemicals, lubricants, perfumes and
s0 on, the grant of bank facilities and
overdrafts. In that way the oil
companies can continue to do busi-
ness here with our money instead of
bringing any money of their own into
this country.

These are some of the retrograde
steps that this Government has taken
in regard to the corporation and the
extension of the field of its activities.
These are some of the retrograde
steps taken in a situation where they
were called upon to make further
advances.

I know that there is a subtle
propaganda being conducted against
“Inco” products, lubricants and
greases that have been obtained from
the International Co-operative
Petroleum Association, New York,
which is a corporation with inter-
national membership. I am antici-
pating that at a certain stage the
Government will seek to utilize the
position for the handing over of the
contract for the supply of lubricants

and greases to some agency other
than the I.C.P.A.

There are certain arguments which
it is necessary to meet in regard to
this matter. The principal argument
that has been urged against the con-
tract that has been entered into by
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation
with the I.C.P.A. is that the tender
accepted was not the lowest tender
in regard to c.i.f. prices. That may
be true. There were certain margi-
nal differences to the advantage of
the oil companies in that matter. As
against that there have been a larger
number of advantages accruing to
the petroleum corporation “throtgh
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the L.C.P.A. which more than wipe
out any other loss and which in fact
restores the position of what has
been accepted on an overall basis as
the lowest tender. I will list some of
those advantages because I would like
to meet some of those arguments here
which are likely to be adduced
against the contract with the I.C.P.A.

Gy BE e

Ceylon is an equal partner in the
I.C.P.A. and on the basis of Ceylon’s
own participation in that organiza-
tion, Ceylon is in-a position to nego-
tiate prices on the basis of equality
with other members. Secondly, in
addition to the quoted priccs, on
account of Ceylon’s membership of
this organization, discounts are made
available. Thirdly, the I.C.P.A. is a
co-operative corporation and there-
fore the Ceylon Petroleum Corpora-
tion is entitled to a dividend as a
member of this corporation. This
dividend is now estimated to be equi-
valent to about 100,000 dollars per
annum of which our share is likely
to be a fairly large sum-—about
Rs. 500,000 I think. What is import-
ant is not that it is just five lakhs
of rupees but it is that, on the basis
of the accrued dividend being kept,
we increase our dollar earnings—
dollar exchange—and whatever divi-
dends are payable to us could be re-
tained by us as dollar earnings or
could be retained by us as stocks cap-
able of further dollar earnings. That

is an advantage which must not be
minimized.

Further the IC.P.A. provides
training facilities for our corporation
staff abroad in petroleum technology
as well as in other skills. The petro-
leum corporation being a member of
I.C.P.A. is also a part-owner of the
IC.P.A’s oil refineries. This is a
decided advantage. We become a
part-owner of the I.C.P.A.’s oil fields.
Then the IL.C.P.A. as a co-operative
organization is able to obtain ships
on charter which considerably reduce
the freight rates that will be charged
by Conference and other lines or the
shipment of petroleum products. That
advantage in respect of freight must
be set off against any marginal
differences in the prices offered.
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The 1.C.P.A. can also offer a large
number of other advantages like as-
sistance in setting up a blending
plant. There are a number of other
matters like that which will increase
employment opportunities and also
increase our foreign exchange
earnings.

I mention all this because [ know
that there is a certain propaganda
being continued against Inco pro-
ducts and the participation of the
1.C.P.A., principally on the part of the
oil companies that are seeking to
come back through this particular

channel into the oil trade in this
country.

The total picture that has been
given by the Annual Report and
Statement of Accounts for 1964 is, of
course. a satisfactory one from the
point of view that it had justified the
act of nationalization. What are we
called upon to decide on the basis of
these accounts that have been pre-
sented ? Since a very valuable prin-
ciple of economic organization is in-
volved in this matter, and smce a
large number of political issues have
also been hitched to this particular
question, what we were called upon
fo decide in the first year itself is
the viability of the organization and
the viability of the principle of
nationalization as if that question
really remained further to be
decided.

But as far as the matter applies to
our own country, the fact remains
that the first year of life of the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation, after
complete nationalization of the oil
trade, has certainly justified all the
expectations of forces in this country
that pressed for nationalization and
for the setting up of the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation.

In regard to performance, I
certainly admit that some of the ser-
vices that people expected during the
competitive era from petroleum sheds
have stopped, and it might be ex-
plored as something worthwhile on
the part of the corporation 1o’ see
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whether some of these things like the
provision of air, water and so on can-
not be restored at some of the places
where oil is distributed.

On account of the stoppage of
some of the avenues of revenue
available to these distributors, we
find that in addition to petroleum
products, now—beginning with the
distribution of eggs and going on to
the distribution of chicken—they
have gone on to the distribution of
ice cream and setting up of retail
grocery stores.

tpa@an DY, ©8. eucdd
(seor 5@ erer. erib. QuUGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Sausage rolls !

¢ cwmBen HSDEA® w.
(B@w. g Qerier &perger)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Hot dogs !

851D ey S

(B Quie . Gerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In any event, it is certainly not
some thing that need be discouraged
because I found that quite a number
of customers of these stores keep on
offering new suggestions. I know I
made one suggestion myself.

DS BNEDN

(& LT BTl ojeur&er)

(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member is going on to

various other matters. I have been
carefully listening to him.

DE5ND ctnBen .

(8w, Qui@y Qeriieowr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No, Sir, I am discussing the Report.
There is a Report in regard to it—the
Report and the Accounts. The
Report deals with retail distribution.

S TCHA NS B0
(FLIT IS SNk &6 )
(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member is going on to
various other matters.
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LMD ctaBen .
(8. Quiey . Qeriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No, Sir, I am discussing the ques-
tion of the retail distribution of
petroleum.

2D 5NN DS
(Fum pruss; ,gya.ni‘e;ssir)
(Mr. Speaker)

The accounts of the Petroleum
Corporation are being discussed.

D&s»d B .

(ﬁ@ @un‘@;; Qe miienr )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I went on to state that petroleum
distribution has taken on a new form,
that the agencies of the distribution
are doing some other kind of business
at the same time. I have been
discussing the whole question of
distribution. It is part of this
Report. We are discussing not only
the bare accounts but also the
Corporation’s Report.

The important point I wish to
make is that we have to discuss the
activities of the corporation from the
point of view of consumers and the
place occupied by the distributing
agencies in this country where
trading activities are certainly an
important element in the facilities
and the price advantage to the
consumers.

One of the things that I wish to
mention is this. The Soviet Union
gave a discount in regard to the bulk
purchases of kerosene and it was part
of this discount that was given which
the Government intended in its
Budget proposals to hand over to the
consumers. It was part of that
discount that the Government was
going to concede to the consumers.

We know the melancholy history of
the attempts made by the Govern-
ment to give this advantage. The
fact of not having a properly orga-
nized distribution system which could
be controlled and handled effectively
resulted in some of the areas in this
country being completely starved of
kerosene oil for a short period of
time. We saw the omelancholy
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spectacle of the Government coming
in a big way with a price control
order for one week and then being
forced to retreat ten days later by a
removal of that price control order.
These are the very people who
accused others of inefficiency and
bungling. The melancholy spectacle
was witnessed of their bringing a
price control order with a big
trumpeting about of penalties,
punishments and so on and then of
the withdrawal of the same order—
a humiliating withdrawal shortly
afterwards.

I mentioned these matters because
these are details which have to be
worked out. The Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation is still in its infancy.
There is a wide field of its activities
which have to be attended to from
the point of view of development and
reorganization for greater efficiency
and better consumer service. But
the principal fears we have are that
in relation to the survival of this
organization and saving this country
from further interference by the
major capitalist oil interests in the
world, the policies hitherto followed
by this Government offer a somewhat
bleak prospect. That is why we
would like the Hon. Minister to make
a clear and firm statement in regard
to the channels available for that
interference, namely, the setting up
of a refinery and, to a smaller extent,
the competition in the matter of the
sale of lubricants. For the rest of it,
Sir, we must accept the overall
picture presented by the corporation
as a justification for the act of
nationalization. That should provide
a reply to all those jeremiads that
were uttered in respect of the future
of the oil trade in this country when

tlf_le na'_cionalization of it was wunder
discussion.

& e». 3.40

¢ othGen 882ER» @,

(5. . Qerdisr 8 Pleii ser )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardene)
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“In accordance with the first aspect
(for example), painting of petrol filling
stations, an extremely expensive item of
capital investment, was not undertaken
in 1964, with plans to paint such stations
in succeeding years with less expensive

colours and less expensive eolowr
schemes. ”
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(8. Qzerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I do not wish to repeat the points
already made by other hon. Mem-
bers, but I should also like to pay
my own tribute to the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation for the very
satisfactory results shown in its
working and reflected in the report
for 1964. I fully agree with all the
sentiments that have been expressed,
that the results of the first year of
the monopoly of distribution of
petroleum and other oil products in
Ceylon by the corporation have more
than justified the decision takeno by
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the House to carry through the
nationalization of the oil companies,
and that those who pronounced dire
warnings about the terrible mess
into which this country and the
Government were going to fall as a
result of nationalizing the petroleum
companies, have proved to be not
only biassed but totally false.

There is only one question that I
wish to raise in a detailed way. If
you study the report of the corpor-
ation for 1964 you will notice that
the monopoly granted to the corpo-
ration in the matter of internal
distribution of petroleum and other
oil products has resulted in benefits
not only to the corporation and to the
Government but also to other cor-
porations. The report makes refer-
ence to the fact that it has revised
the pricing policy in regard
to the supply of petrol and
other oil products to the Ceylon
Transport Board. I refer to page 8
of the report where the corporation
says:

“ _.The Corporation, when it took
over Government business in 1962 conti-
nued to bill the Government and Corpo-
ration Sectors at the ‘as was’ prices
they had secured on their last private oil
company tender supplies. A start was
made with the Ceylon Transport Board
to rectify this unreasonable pricing
system and a scheme of uniform all island
prices was established for the C. T. B. on
1st October, 1964.

“The C. T. B’s gain per year on this
new pricing system will be approximately
Rs. 400,000.”

You will notice, Sir, that it is a
rather important development
because it shows that the monopoly,
the nationalization, of the distribu-
tion of oil products not only gave
the Government some Rs. 30 million
in profits and Rs. 15 million as
saving in foreign exchange, but has
also enabled the corporation to
revise the old pricing policy so as to
afford substantial savings to at least
one other corporation, the C. T. B. I
understand that this is to be pursued.
This raises the main point that I wish
to deal with.

Under the secret agreements
between the Government and the oil
companies which came to light in
Committee, the oil companies are to
he allowed to re-enter the domestic
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market. There is a clause in those

secret agreements which permits the
oil companies to quote for the supply
of petrol and oil products for public
corporations and Government
departments. That is a very serious
matter—that the monopoly of the
internal distribution of oil has been
breached as a result of those back-
strairs agreements. And I want to
draw your attention to the fact that
quite a substantial proportion of the

oil distribution is going to be
affected.
According to the report for

1964, the supplies to Government
departments and semi-government
institutions were 24.1 per cent of all
oil sales in Ceylon. In other words,
the monopoly which produced these
great benefits to which all the hon.
Members have referred, is to be
breached to the extent of 25 per
cent or one quarter, in terms of the
secret agreements which have been
entered into between the Hon.
Minister of Finance on behalf of the
Government and the oil companies.
That is why we feel that the whole
position of the corporation, one of
the most satisfactory corporations
from all points of view, is being
seriously undermined. I want to ask
the Minister whether he will give us
an assurance that, in the light of the
onslaughts that his Government has
made on the position of the cor-
poration, he can guarantee that he
will be able to keep up those results.
It may very well be that when the
- report for 1965 is out, the results such
as the high level of profits, the
savings in foreign exchange, the
revision of price policy, will help
Government institutions and semi-
government institutions, like the
C. T. B., to make considerable savings
of several lakhs of rupees.

Can the Hon. Minister give us an
assurance that he will be able to
continue all these matters in the
light of the second Agreement that
he has signed—not the first one
about compensation, but the second
Agreement—about giving certain
new facilities which previously were
not enjoyed by these companies? If
when we debate the report for 1965

1965 ece®8 23
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it 'should appear that there has been
2 substantial falling away or erosion
of the benefits

ol PO
(Qsarra & &5 STEF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Sea erosion.

e»OsY e,

(Ba. Oserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

This is trans-oceanic erosion. This
is American eroslon.

If all these benefits should be
eroded, then let it not be said that it
has been proved that oil nationaliza-
tion has been a failure. If it has
failed, it would be due entirely be-
cause the policy has changed. And
my Hon. Friend must give the
House the assurance that there will
be no diminution of the benefits and
services which Government depart-
ment and corporations have enjoyed
as a result of this policy. I ask him
to give us that assurance.

AN 5NGDDNE

(FUrprE; ST Ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

It is 4 o’clock. The Hon. Minister
will reply after half an hour.
Sittings suspended for half an hour.

On resumption, the Deputy Speaker
will take the Chair.

d8@® 20 gmmcd =mmPmEnd g Egem
césy, . tn 430 O Beowddn DSHITHED o
sy 8. 9. BEE cxndw Dazned tiwmuReyd
cwsY znoOm LB D®» GE.

@seng. 2uoie .o, 4.30 wellaemr @enr
Bmssuuc®, WBaw@h rbuwrdlbmo. eu-gur
prwst [Da. &. oo. Ceprell Qanpunr] s2wventn
STE@ .

Sitting accordingly suspended )
4.30 p.Mm. and then resumed, MR. DEPLE;};

Speaker [Mgr. C, S.. S ]
el : HIRLEY COREA], in

A& LIOBCILS

(Qsorreas FE&FHTF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the h
Member for Yatiyantota’ (Dr. N. OMn.
Perera) stated that I did not, in
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moving that this report be approved,
outline my plans for 1966. He
mentioned 1965 too, but we are now
at the end of 1965. He complained
that I had failed to give particulars
of the activities I proposed to pursue
in 1966.

If you will look at the Motion you
will see that what we have to discuss
are matters pertaining to the activi-
ties of 1964. The Motion refers to
the annual report and statement of
accounts for the year 1964. I felt,
and I feel still, that there is no reason
why I should go into matters pertain-
ing to 1966. Had it been appropriate,
I would certainly have enlightened
not only the hon. Member f{for
Yatiyantota but all hon. Members of
the House regarding what I propose
to do in 1966. I felt that it was not
necessary because the question at
issue was the 1964 report. I there-
fore touched briefly on the salient
points in the report under reference.

Nevertheless, since the hon.
Member raised the question, I am
prepared to give him an answer. I
shall also answer the questions of the
hon. Joint Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa), the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman), and the hon.
Member for Minuwangoda (Mr. de
Zoysa Siriwardena).

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
raised some particularly important
questions, which can be categorized
into three—the reorganization I
propose to do in 1966, the question of
lubricants, and the question of the
refinery. -

I shall first deal with the question
of reorganization. At the time of
nationalization there were about
750 filling stations. The corporation
felt, and I also feel, that there is no
necessity to have 750 filling stations.
Another aspect of the matter is that
there are places where more filling
stations are needed than are available
at present, and there are places
where there are no filling stations at
all. The number of filling stations

Bewldm @535 SeFVE®
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may be reduced to 600 or 650 or 700,
but 750 are not needed. We are also
trying to improve the service that is

provided to the consumer today.

Gotda

I thank every hon. Member who
spoke about the petroleum corpora-
tion, expressed his satisfaction at the
state of affairs, and congratulated the
corporation on having submitted its
report in time—something that other
corporations have been unable to do.
They also referred to the prize that
was won. There is something that I
forgot to mention in my speech—
something of interest to hon.
Members of the Opposition who are
keen and enthusiastic about the
underdog being given his place. The
National Government, I am proud to
say, raised its contribution to the
provident fund in respect of the
petroleum corporation’s employees
from 6 to 12 per cent. The amount
of the bonus was also increased from
Rs. 527,000 to Rs. 600,000—odd.

¢ e H8DIAD .

(8. g Qeriier @Peiser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

What about commissions to agenta?

A PP
(Qsorres s#&z5s5rs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Not yet. We propose to do that.

Sbwenc oy Bed Dewm.

(8. dflsguiirey Guoedrigom)
(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis)
Are you also an agent ?

NG OB
(Qaerras &&55rs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Now that you yourself raised the
question, I will answer it. Those
businessmen would have done better
than what we have done. But the
staff of the corporation has done its
best. I must pay my humble tribute
to the Chairman of the Petroleum
Corporation; his officers and other
employees, in spite of the sabotage
that was going on.
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(. 1 Qeriiony 8plaiger)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
Sabotage by whom ?

afE eod

D& PO
(Qserrar &&5STS)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

By several employees. In spite of
that, I must pay a tribute to them for
the assistance and co-operation they
extended to us. We have now raised
the provident fund contribution from
6 per cent. to 12 per cent. as a gesture
of goodwill towards the employees.
The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
and the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central must be very happy
that the National Government has
taken proper steps to improve the
lot of the underdog.

Not only that, we have even
increased the salaries of the minor
employees of the petroleum corpora-
tion, Of a total number of
1,595 employees, 1,300 are minor
employees and we have increased
their salaries twice. Today, most of
them are giving their utmost co-
operation, and yet there is so much to
be done. We propose to eradicate
any activity that is likely to disrupt
the Government. We have been
doing that. All of you know what is
happening today.

M

ey . 44

(S5 Qserioer) rg,?

(Mr. Keuneman)

What about governmental activi-
ties that disrupt the corporation ?

o& gd&mc‘;&&i
(Qsorreas &&SSTE)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Those activities are for the benefit
of the employees.

e .

(8. Qaseriar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

No, for the benefit of the oil
companies.
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oG BODGEB
(Qserres &&55TE)
('The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Where is the disruption when the
Government has increased the provi-
dent fund contribution from 6 per
cent. to 12 per cent. and also
increased the salaries of the emplo-
yees ?

o5 Scn.

(5. Qsarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What about the secrecy ?

S, NP
(Qsorres &&5HTE)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We have done nothing secretly.
You spoke for hours and hours on
that and you are trying to wrest a
further opportunity. @ We are now
not on that subject ; we are dealing
with the activities and the adminis-
tration of the Ceylon Petroleum Cor-
poration last year.

Now, in regard to the construction
of the refinery, we are expediting the
work. Once the refinery is set up
we will effect a foreign exchange
saving of nearly Rs. 30 to 50 million.
That is one of the steps we propose
taking.

We have decided to commence
work on the construction of a lubri-
cant blending plant. That too will
bring in a certain amount of benefit
and a considerable saving in foreign
exchange.

e»OBY Ded.
(Bs. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What are you doing about the

tenders that you had already
received ?

DG LN
(Qaerres &&%srs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I am coming to that last. I am now
speaking about the reorganization of
work.,,.We do not propose to close


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4317

QoM 28D

BBo 600806
E8mnd

aBs e

[e4 gomges]

down the many depots although we
are running at a loss. We will do so
only if the dealers indicate to us that
they wish to have the depots closed
down because of the loss they sus-
tain. Today, we are neither colour-
washing the depots nor repairing
some of these pumps. I do agree that
these pumps are of no use. Take the
bowsers. At the time of nationaliza-
tion there were 100 bowsers ; of them
only 45 are in working order.

e cmBwm 8828 .

(8. 9 Qeriievr & hai ser)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Did you order any bowsers during
these nine months ?

aéy PADEIL

(Qaerses &&EETE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

I will come to that. Of the 100
bowsers taken over only 45 are in
working order. We have not only
ordered for more bowsers but we
are also trying to get new chassis and
fit them on to the old bowsers. These
are the things we propose doing in
order to make the corporation more
efficient.

Some of the customers have made
complaints to me ; they have brought
to my notice that they are without
kerosene oil and petrol. Apart from
sabotage, that problem is also there.

& otn@B BSVIR e,

(8. 19 Qariovr & pai ser)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

There is delay in repairing some of
the pumps.

oL OB

(Qserres &&ssTF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We have no spare parts available.
We have placed orders for spare
parts.

Then, with regard to reorganiza-
tion, we are attending to that. You
will see that some of the outstation

Bewidnm 0575 VeHDVC®w
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petrol sheds are very unpleasant to
look at. They are very dirty. There
is no doubt about it. When we cal-
culated the amount we would have to
spend on these sheds to make them
look cleaner, it came to about Rs. 3
to Rs. 4 million. When the three oil
companies were doing business in
competition they maintained those
sheds but now we have the monopoly.

Coro oY e

We have to call for tenders to
handle this work. According to our
estimates we will need about Rs. 3 to
Rs. 4 million. Tenderers may tender
for more or less, and the expenditure
may be a little less.

An hon. Member stated that ice-
cream and so on are being sold at
these sheds because they cannot carry
on profitably. 'We propose to give
them a commission of 24 cents on a
gallon so that they can carry on.

Now, with regard to lubricants, we
have awarded the contract to INCO.

pndw Y. OO. cvedd
(soorfl & erer. erib. QUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

For how long ?

A OB
(Qserrar sa&ssrs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Only for a year. For 1967 nineteen
parties tendered and we have ac-
cepted the most advantageous one.
INCO has got 95 per cent. of the
contract.

In regard to the refinery, the then
Minister restricted the tenderers to
fivee. They are Czechoslovakia,
France, I. C. P. A. and, I think, Japan
and E. N. 1.

& owmBen 8BS .
(8. 19 Qerdevr & e gar)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

He did not restrict the tenderers;
these were the only people who
tendered.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4319
Cozn BY emnd Do soed ed EBW
D ETND

O WO
(Qaorras &&ssTeE)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Whatever may be the reason, the
then Minister restricted the tenderers
to these five.

¢ omBm KS2EAB .

(B 19 Qerdievr & ploui gar)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

He did not restrict ; they were the
only people who tendered.

Al @O

(Oserrey &&&STEF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
No.

e cenBm BEDERD O,

(8. g Qerdevy &parser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Although I was not the Minister
concerned I know very well that
within that specified time nobody
else tendered except these five people.
There was no restriction.

aé BODEIES
(Qseorrey &555TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

May I tell my good Friend that I
have my facts clear. If the hon. Mem-
ber wishes to know who they are I
can send him the file so that he will
not make the mistake of emphasiz-
ing that the Minister restricted the
tender to these five people. I have
named the five parties. At the time
this question came up I was in the
Opposition. Of the five tenders, the
highest was that of the Czechoslova-
kian company. It could not even be
compared with the other two ten-
ders. The French company and
I. C. P. A. did not tender for this
work.

We have again started negotiations
and we propose to come to a settle-
ment very soon with regard to this
matter of concluding the contract for
the construction of the refinery. Once
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we come to a settlement we hope to
be able to complete the work within
one-and-a-half years.

@8 OnY. O8. 508

(seorflG erei. eTLb. QuGrmrmr)

(Dr. N. M, Perera)

I do not understand what the Hon.
Minister means by saying settle-
ment ”. Does he mean that he is
accepting a particular tender ?

adL BODEIE

(Qseorras &&55TE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We will accept one or the other.

@DBa dnY, 9O, cvedd
(seorfl& erer. Grib. QuGrair)
(Dr. N. M, Perera)

The lowest tender
accepted.

must be

od BABIEIES
(Qserras &&55Ts)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

One or the other.

a8 OsY. 28. cwedd

(soor B 5 erer. ertb. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M, Perera)

“ One or the other” has no mean-
ing at all. I do not understand the
position. Did Japan provide the
higher tender or did Italy provide the
lower tender ? What is it? ‘“One
or the other ” business does not arise.

ol BNt

(Oserres &&55reE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) has not under-
stood me. I will make the position
clear. There are two tenderers left.
The board will decide which tender
is more advantageous to the country.

e Y. 8. cuedsb

(saor g5 erer. ern. QuCrmmr)
(Dr. N. M, Perera)

You are referring to a settlement,.
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NS WPADEIE

(Qseorres #&&&TEF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

One or the other has to be settled
to the country’s advantage.

¢ cwmRen H8VER Dwn.

(8. 9. Qeriony &pleur ser)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

The Hon. Minister created the im-
pression that he was going to settle
the question.

D& HOBEILS

(Qserra &%sssrE)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

No. As far as I am concerned I
have nothing to do in this matter. In
fact I do not know who the tenderers
are ; I have not seen the papers. 1
know nothing about this matter.

B DY, OO, cweddh
(serpl@ erar. erib. QuUGTrmT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You cannot see the papers.

DG LIOWEILs
(Cserres &&55TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

It is the board that makes the deci-
sion and they will inform me. That
is all. The board will know exactly
what they should do. That is why I
said that a final settlement will have
to be reached very soon. Once that
is done construction of the refinery
will commence and I hope to com-
plete it within one-and-a-half years.
After it is completed we expect to
make a profit of between 13 to 15
million rupees.

The other point raised was about
bunkering. When the refinery is
established we will consider the ques-
tion of the bunkering trade.

SO 5Y D¢,

(8. Qaerier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Surely you need not have to wait
fqr 1} years. You can make a begin-
ning now.

Bewl S VIE) edRCw
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Gozn 538 e

A& BPOBEIEs
(Qserrar &&5s5TF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We are doing something. We are
looking into the matter.

I do not think it is necessary for
me to speak at length. I think I have
given my explanations to all the ques-
tions raised, particularly those raised
by the hon. Member for Yatiyantota.
I would like to thank hon. Members
for having accepted the position—

coRcmnln S, 99, 3. mesNDsY
(mE'Ed)

(Q_rgi .
B Q)

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

I want one point to be clarified.
May I ask one question from the Hon.
Minister—[Interruption]. These hon.
Members were making a running
commentary and were asking a num-
ber of questions. I am asking a ques-
tion in the official way.

orid, Gff, [BT& BT SET—

BDowTLn DNGDHDNS
(197 5 & FLITBTILISIT)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Officially I am not in a position to
allow any hon. Member to question
the Minister when he is speaking. The
best thing a Member can do is to send
a note to the Minister and get a

reply.
@ 8w Y. DO, cwedd

(soorfl& erer. erib. QuGram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You can raise it at a group meeting
of the Government party.

ceRemNTi BHABNDBY

(Q_ré&Li praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Can I ask a question to clarify a
point that the Hon. Minister has
missed ?

oDMOsY .

(Bs. Gaeriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Let the Minister go on.
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Bewldn DSBNRWDND
(9r&g Furprust)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I have given a Ruling. If I allow an
hon. Member to ask a question I will
have to allow other hon. Members
also to ask questions.

0b @ BOSew
(Qserras oymsssaur @HeIT)
(An hon. Member)

Sit down.

ceeDemnB BNOBHDBY
(QLr&LIT BTSBTST)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Who the hell are you ?

@ad AWM
(Qsorras #&55TS)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
wants me to give him an assurance
that I will try to maintain or in-
crease the profits. We have already
got increased profits, but I am not in
a position to give him an assurance
that we will maintain or increase the
profits or decrease’it. I can tell him
this. We have got these profits due to
certain reasons. What were the
reasons ? During the time the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) was the Minister of Finance
he increased the taxes on certain
items and today they are in force.
Fortunately, there was no tax on
petrol, but because of this increase in
taxes we were able to make these pro-
fits. I do not think I am in a position
to give the guarantee that the hon.
Member asks for—[Interruption].
Those taxes are now operating. In
1966 we are going to attend to the
question of colour-washing, painting
and so on.

We have increased the provident
fund contributions from six per cent
to twelve per cent, and that will be
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put into effect in 1966. Unless we
sell more petrol, and unless we get
more vehicles, we will not be able
to increase the profits further. We
are trying to purchase petrol at a
lower price than we are buying now
from various countries.—[Interrup-
tion]. I am not in a position to give
the guarantee that the hon. Member
wants. It will be foolish and impru-
dent on my part to do so, but he wants
me to do that. The only guarantee
that I am able to give is this. We
will run the corporation more effici-
ently and we will make every e€n-
deavour to improve the service to the
consumer—to the satisfaction of not
only you but everybody. By our
endeavours we propose to make
better profits in the future.

Gozn ABE eDC

ad ©s3RDéewnY
(Qaerral oy G Sl QBT )
(An hon. Member)

What the
service ?

about trolley bus

BewTEn DTNEDNS
(9rBg &Urprust)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I think the hon. Members should
not interrupt the Minister.

e cwBen H8DEXD .

(8. g Qeriovr & Pleur geor )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I asked a certain question when I
was speaking but the Minister has
not answered that. He has not
stated why the reduction of eighteen

cents was not passed on to the
consumer.

O WADEEs

(Qsorre &&&55mF)

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

We are ftrying to have more
dealers and through them to have an

equal distribution so that there will
be no shortages. We have already
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taken steps to do that. If the con-
sumer has not got the benefit that
the National Government gave—
[Interruption]. As I told you we
have got a legacy which the people
are trying to sabotage at every turn.
I like to tell you in very forceful
words that I am at the head of 1t and
that I know what I am about. I
know how to deal with them if they

do so. RESE

The employees who are members
of the L. S. S. P. are helping me be-
cause of the goodwill I have shown
them by increasing their salaries and
the provident fund contributions,

which the Coalition Government
failed to give them. I must say that
definitely. AR

I will give the assurance that every
endeavour will be made by us to see
that the corporation functions
efficiently and that every consumer
is served well.

In conclusion, I wish to thank——

BocaT &5 DS BNGBDNSo

(9r 5 s &FLIT BTILISEIT)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I think the Hon. Minister has now

before him the note sent by the hon.
Member for Nallur.

Al B[
(Qaorres &&F5Te)
(The Hon, Sugathadasa)

I thank the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota for the glowing tribute he
paid to the petroleum corporation.
I, too, wish to state that the Chair-
man, the other Members of the
Board and all the employees of the
corporation have done a good job,
and I pay a tribute to each and
everyone of them. I expect the

Bewldr @535 VeBVCE
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same co-operation and good work
from all of them for greater success

in the future.

e’ e 80um Y, tmslom 8,
alw Gss0UL0 apnmsbanereriult 4.
Question put, and agreed to.

B15C QORI eE D@
D95 BHeRI®W@

urL_sréw p@fur @driiurpps Fibuerd
&L b » 191 wrenrh

ScHooL TrEAcCHERS' PENSION ACT:
REGUuLATION

mél D5y ﬁmacﬁm
(Qzerras aereflpriisgs)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I move,

‘That the Regulations made by the
Minister of Finance by virtue of the
powers vested in him by Section 9 of the
School Teachers’ Pension Act (Cap. 432)
and published in Gazette No. 14,550 of
November 5, 1965, which was presented
on December 3, 1965, be approved.”

When a teacher with less than five
years’ service dies while in service,
the person nominated by him or her
is entitled to a refund of the total
coniributions made by such teacher
to the School Teachers’ Pension Fund
in terms of Rule 10 of the School
Teachers’ Pension Regulations. No
provision exists under this regulation
to recover any moneys due to the
Government or the Lady Lochm:e
Fund out of this refund. This
amendment seeks to provide for such
recovery.

g ma Boum i, uwmuldn Ba,

@ efsas @ apmebsrerenIirL gl.

Question put, and agreed to.

DS (E3eeRTID)
S DISID
Orea Cevpa (Bmss) wosrsr

MATERNITY BENEFITS (AMENDMENT)
Brun
cedm B4 Hule® Bewlow Baudm» CE
@uaaLmin S Haren Ll amfesuuLSl.
Order for Second Reading read.
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ad ©8. 2D, e
(Qserrau GTLb. GTE. QpELOLD51)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I move,
« That the Bill be now read a Second

time. ”

Instances have been brought to the
notice of the Department of Labour
that certain employers have sought
to deprive labour of their legitimate
rights because of the absence of a
precise definition of the term
“viable foetus.”  We have con-
sulted expert opinion—I forget the
name of the University professor—
and a precise definition is now being
embodied in this amending Bill.

e e Bum G, Bl @m 8w,

enQfum umm 50 gHMCY 0gd@m» 86 Ba
?m» ci

dle 0ssUULE ahmECsreTeriulLg.

g@iug., WS QreMLT pEPUTE S
SLi@Quipmg.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly Tead a Second time.
@ ve Om cwidznd wwuldm B,

“emplun venm §ien ' F 9eFAC Mmdm

Bendd ©88w gne.'—[o& 08, 88
e®008.]

BrwrefllssiucL g ¢

“Guiwlsrsr pupé FeILs GUPSGE FTLLULG
ong . —[Qaoroas erib. e1&. (pSOLOG]
Resolved :

“The the Bill be referred to A Com-
mittee of the Whole House.”—[The Hon.
M. H. Mohamed.]

S BEcDRE LEW ACH GE.

[Bewids @SHmuEnD® BGuzndd Ja.]
oapéseusEelle) - rmuiuHD .

[O08¢ sunprust slwen srTEa@e.
Considered in Committee.

[Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair,]

1 9» dayda un 2 35 Dol fue e2g®

o weaemd omdunm WmOwd B/Iw WP
Bewdo @ém» CE
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— b 8e0d

yrdR Dom'd sn 00x ewmdluw o
od omduwy wmOwd BHIw pPe8 Bow
wés GE

ewQPuwy VMM, B.0RIRN 8D, Srdmm

2aé®» G

1 gn arsssflGis 2 Hb MESD aer
wGsngreflen LEGHUTE @SS GouenGGLoen 24260
L g

FLLIONG QUIEFEANLD S2%uLILLD wBsrgreler UGS
wrs @@Es Gaen@Goe y%uwrull UL g

wBengsn Hopsslard opysbanereriuL Sne
9 fleflé s gl

Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.

aé ©8. 28, cr0dd
(Qserrey erib. Gré. (p&LDLD S)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I move,

“That the Bill be now read the Third
time. ”

g me Bum i, nwmudn Sa,

el w@mm 0 gPNCD NHIINDS
Bad s@0m odém GE

ooy €GEsILLE @HoECsNGTeTILLLS.

gy, GFTST P pepuns SIS
Qup o PerpBappriQupp .

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time,
and passed.

BecaTEn WDSHBNGDS
(97 & & aru:r;srnuasri‘)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Will the Hon. Minister of Labour
move the Second Reading of the
Motor Traffic (Amendment) Bill?
The hon. Parliamentary Secretary to

the Minister of Communications can
explain it.

¢3@33cs DY, B®, cseds,

(soorflE erar. erd. QuCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I understood from the Hon. Minis-
%}elr toi Commltiinications before he left
at he would like to be h
this Bill is taken up. T
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o 20. DO, 2OV
(Qaorres erib. erd. (LpSLLLOIT)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I do not mind moving it if the
House permits ift.

@i Y. 8. eueds
(s@r Bl erer. erin. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We will hold it up till the Hon.
Minister comes.

B3ed &5 D BNBDDS)

(Qrfle surprus)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I am told that the Hon. Minister
has gone to attend a funeral. Is it

the wish of the House that the item
should stand down ?

@Ddw D5Y. DO, eweds
(srplG erer. erb. QuGCror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes.

BORIEH WD BNGDNS
(95 5& gun"f_an'w&'ri')
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

We will take up the next item, the
Medical Wants (Amendment) Bill.

e Y. . cuedd

(ser &g orer. ertb. QuCrmir)

(Dr, N. M. Perera)

The Minister of Health
present.

BI0wIEn DS NN

(97 5 & afun"mn'usa%)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I think Hon. Ministers should be

present when they have Bills to
move.

is not

GEE, IO (BeerIDD)
S DSOS
wwsmas Csmeser (Bhss) wlarsr
MepicaL, Wants (AMENDMENT) BiLL

0D 26 Rwdo® Bewlow Bwdz GI.
@uemLrid wPupsrer &Ll arfssiulL g

Order for Second Reading read.

Bew]dny @535 BeHVCwW
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ad 8. 2. ondR

(Qserreal erb. er&. (PSLOLOS)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)
I move,

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time, ”

ofed. @, Vww DTN O,
(rgg)@ GTLY. ,ig\!,i. L WIGW  LIGHRTL_IT T BT Ui )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Explain it !—[Interruption].

o 98, 8. 9. DA
(Qserras Grib. 1. GI&. QU e )
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
I am sorry I am late. -

This is an amendment to the
Medical Wants Ordinance. Under
this Ordinance every child under one
year of age is entitled to a free supply
of milk but the quantity of milk is
not determined. A child requires
additional milk according to the
quantity a mother can give. In order
to avoid disputes we are amending
the Ordinance to provide for the
quantity of the milk to be given to
be prescribed by the doctor in the
area—the District Medical Officer,
the apothecary or somebody else.—
[Interruption]. At present the posi-
tion is unsatisfactory because there
is always a dispute between labourers
and superintendents of estates with
regard to the quantity of milk to be
supplied. We now say that the
quantity of milk should be deter-
mined by the doctor who is in charge
of the estate.

8. Boa@ 0nY-:05 Ocw.
D6 G ©I5)) :
(B QriseL er-ewear—LbaT SEs55
wn'r) -

(Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon—Appointed
Member)

There is only one snag that I see
in this Bill. We have no real objec-
tion to it. At present the quantity
of milk is such amount “as may be
prescribed ”. Therefore it is pres-
cribed in all cases. After the
amendment, what you might get is—
where it is dependent upon different
medical officers or even apothecaries

(s
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—varying amounts over all the estate
districts and that seems to me to be
more undesirable than having it
prescribed for everybody because
you will then have continual argu-
ments between superintendents and
the medical officers. I do not mind
what amount is prescribed so long as
that is the amount prescribed for all
districts and all estates, but now you
are going to get the recommendation
of the medical officer and so much
will depend upon the medical officer
which, I think, is not a desirable
feature of this amending Bill.

. . D7
ofed. @d. Ruw D MWdhwD S,

(Bl erl), gy, Lwew LIGSTL_ITT T UI&EES )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

1 was about to raise the same point
that my Friend, the hon. Appointed
Member (Mr. Singleton-Salmon)
raised, namely, about the question of
variations that will arise under the
new proposed amendment. I entirely
agree with what he has already said
and I would really like to add this,
that to my mind it seems that the
more satisfactory form of amendment
is to suggest that the Hon. Minister
of Health might consult with his
medical advisers and prescribe an
amount having regard to the nutri-
.~ tional neds of estate children in
various areas. If mnecessary, he
can prescribe different amounts in
different areas, but I would suggest
that it might be better to keep it in
the form of a prescribed amount
rather than something which is to
vary in each individual case.

I ecan also see this problem arising.
Supposing a medical officer were to
make a wrong decision in regard to
a particular case, it might very easily
become the subject matter of a labour
dispute. It might, for example, be
deemed by some trade union or other
—one does not know—to constitute a
variation of their interests and it
might result in frequent stoppages of
work every time a little dispute arises
ili'll ‘regard to a minor question like

is.
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I think the whole House will agree
that the Medical Wants (Amend-
ment) Bill presented by the Hon.
Minister has a very laudable
objective, namely, to ensure that
estate children get sufficient milk. I
do not think there is any dispute on
that. But I do think it might be a
better thing to lay down regular
standards by law than to leave it to
the discretion of individual medical
officers to determine whether a child
needs milk or not. If that were done,
it would really mean that the Hon.
Minister would be better advised to
leave the law as it stood rather than
to seek to amend it in this way. In
other words, now there is provision
for it to be prescribed by means of
regulation under the Interpretation
Ordinance. The Hon. Minister has
all the powers he requires to consult
any medical authority he needs
to consult. Let him consult all
the experts and all the nutritional
people he wants to consult and make
the appropriate regulation.

I therefore appeal to the Hon.
Minister that the moment he does
this what will happen is that a
statutory right is created in the
medical officer to prescribe the
quantum of milk which a particular
child requires and once this happens
and it is alleged that the estate
superintendents in collusion with the
medical officers are reducing the
quantity of milk made available to
children in particular areas or to
particular families, this is going to
result in disorganization of a com-
pletely unnecessary character. I
believe it was only recently that the
hon. Appointed Member (Mr. Thon-
daman) made practical suggestions
as to how the Estate Employers’
Federation could try and smooth over
some of the difficulties which result
from frequent stoppages of work and
how the Employers’ Federation could
get together with the trade unions,
every time a superintendent has a
little problem in regard to discipli-
nary action against labour, to
establish the machinery by which
these things could be settled. If we
amend the Medical Wants Ordinance
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as proposed, the hon. Appointed
Member (Mr. Thondaman) will again
have a new set of problems on his
hands. He will be called upon to act
as foster father to help to determine
how much a particular infant should
get !

aom(ﬁ”a?ﬁ”-a&q@m" ©cs.
(8. PrsdL_er-FLo6T)

(Mr. Singleton-Salmon)
Post-labour problems !

fed. @l Rwtd AL MWdsnwmD O,
(Sy. eri. . Lwew LIGHT LTI BT U1&E)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

So that, one wonders whether these
proposals of the Hon. Minister are
going to serve the best interests of
what he really has in mind. His
object is to ensure that children get
the necessary quantum of milk, and
I do not think any section of this
House would oppose that. Therefore,
I would appeal to him, on the same
lines as the hon. Member (Mr. Single-
ton-Salmon) did, and suggest that we
should, whatever the quantity, have
it prescribed by law. If you want to
vary the quantity from area to area
let it be done.

By having consultations with
experts I do think that one will
arrive at a satisfactory formula,
rather than getting the assistance of
medical officers, some of whom would
be well qualified and others less
qualified. The Hon. Minister him-
self stated that even apothecaries
will come in, and the result may well
be that one may find individual
variations. I therefore appeal to the
Hon. Minister to reconsider the pro-
posal and to consider prescribing, by
means of regulation, whatever is
required.

¢ o». 543

coRemNnBn NABNHBY

(QLr&Lir praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

There are one or two points which

I wish to urge. Evidently, the amend-
ment is to substitute the swords ' as

Bew]dm V535 eHFAVCwW
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may be recommended by a medical
officer ” for the words “as may be
prescribed.” Now, a medical officer
may prescribe anything, so that,
the words “as may be pres-
cribed” are not suitable in this
matter of distributing milk, and the
words ‘“as may be recommended”
sound more in tune with it.

oé 3 RDbcwnd

(Qserres ymsssaul paul)
(An hon. Member)
More palatable.

©eDemNde BNOBNDBY
(QLr&ir praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

As regards these milk feeding
centres—| Interruption] Sir, certain
simpleton minds only go along single
tracks! Sometimes, the  hon.
Appointed Member sees two circles
where he should see only one ! I have
visited many of the milk feeding
centres both in my constituency and
in Colombo.—[Interruption] The
same principle is applied to the
estates also.

0 O3 FDbewd

(Qserres oymassaul gmeu)
(An hon, Member)

No fear!

coDemDw BNOZNHBY
(QLr&Lir praprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

The Government is anxious to give
powdered milk from America.—
[Interruption]. My Friends across do
not like America but they like their
milk! There is also, on the other
hand, the Food Department’s drive to
increase our farm products, to pro-
duce more milk. But the Medical
Department is not very anxious to
get really good milk which our farms
are producing, because they have to
pay for it. They would rather have
powdered milk, artificial milk. Now,
artificial milk may have water added
to any extent, and, though a doctor
may prescribe powdered milk, no
one can accurately ascertain how
much milk and how much water there
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is, whereas milk from the farms can
be tested because they have got their
lactometers and other methods of
checking the milk.

The other point is about the
quantum of milk given. Nobody
knows about it. I have gone to
estates as well. Not only in
Colombo and Jaffna, but in so
far as the up-country estates are
concerned the quantum of milk
supplied is totally insufficient. I
happened to ask the people on the
estates once how much of milk they
were given in a cup and their idea
of a cup varied in different estates.
Most of them pointed with a finger
and said so much. From that I
gathered that a child would not get
more than 3% or 4 ozs. of milk. What
is the purpose that is served by their
being marched to a milk feeding
centre and being doled out 3% to 4
ozs. of powdered milk when there is
plenty of farm milk available?

We in Jaffna produce a lot of milk
but we are unable to sell our pro-
duct. We get all the encouragement
for dairy farming, but the milk pro-
duced is not being utilized by the
Government. If the Medical Depart-
ment does not possess sufficient
funds to provide children with fresh,
wholesome milk, then it should be
subsidized by the Food Department.
They are the people who encourage
dairy farming. There should be some
co-ordination  and collaboration
among various departments. They
should not depend on America for
powdered milk to be adulterated
and given here with plenty of water.
There must be sufficient encourage-
ment given to the people to take to
dairy farming and if funds are not
available, it is better for the Medical
Department to get the Food Depart-
ment to subsidize this activity so as
to enable children, fo.get goed-whole-
some milk from the farm.
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&, on. 5.16

&', ooy 0B Owi. (85 =WOW®
C¢ ®3%8)

(8. erev. Q@i i Lo GT— S LILbeT 3
& & ST )

(Mr. S. Thondaman—Appointed Mem-
ber)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this amend-
ment is long overdue, I am surprised
that the hon. Member for Dompe
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike),
agreed with the employers’ represen-
tative. I do not know whether the
members of the S. L. F. P. have
come down to the level of Employers’
Federation or vice versa. This situa-
tion has been taken advantage of by
the employers. At one stage they
said, “ No, we only prescribe, we are
not suppliers. If you wish to, we
could buy for you, but you must
pay.” The labourers were asked to
pay.

I remember about 5 to 7 years ago
this was accepted by the then Hon.
Minister and he promised to intro-
duce this amendment, but it was put
off. I am glad that finally it has
come up. It has been recommended
but you cannot recommend it to be
given to children all over the
country. It has to be done by a doctor.
It is he who goes round and sees the
children and the condition of their
health, and if he thinks it necessary,
he will recommend milk for that
child or a group of children. You
cannot prescribe it. If you do, the
employers will interpret it in such a
way as to make the workers pay for
it. If so, they will have to meet a big
bill. When you prescribe you extract
the resources from the man, but when
the doctor goes round and sees the
children personally, decides what
nourishment the children require and
recommends it, then the children will
get it free. Therefore, the amend-
ment is welcome.

Earlier a number of children on
estates were supplied with milk free
of charge. It was done at the ex-
pense of the estate. Later on, when
Governments tried to be fair and
asked that these children be treated
with due attention, the employers
turned round and said, “ If you
prescribe, then they must pay for it.”
Therefore, if a doctor prescribes, it
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comes under medical attention and
the estate is liable to pay. * Pres-
cribe” from medical point of view
means the estate will have to bear
the cost. The medical bill will have
to be paid by the estate.

Once again, I say that this amend-
ment is long overdue. It is a clear
interpretation that has now been
given but which for the last so many
years the employers had taken
advantage of. I do not think they will
be a party to that now.

&. @ 5.20
a& 98. 8. 99, Ludiam

(Querses orib. 1o, GTEF. QUGN F6oT)

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

This amendment has been brought
forward at the instance of the Estates
Wants Committee and it was not ini-
tiated by the Health Ministry. The
Estates Wants Committee consists of
three members of the Ceylon Plant-
ers’ Association. They had wanted
this amendment for the reascn that
a sub-rommittee had discusced the
quantity: of milk that should be pres-
cribed under Section 12 (1) of the
Orlinance and the sub-committee
considered it not possible to lay down
a standard quantity of milk as the
amount of artificial milk required by
by a child varies according to
circumstances such as age, weight of
child and the amount of milk that the
mother is able to give.

We are taking steps in the Health
Department next year to man another
27 health centres. Health centres are
now manned by senior sanitary ins-
pectors and doctors. By the end of
1966 the 87 health centres will be
entirely manned by fully qualified
medical officers, and all the estate
inspections, school health inspections
and many matters which have been
neglected during the past few years
will be attended to by doctors.

The hon. Appointed Member Mr.
Thondaman gave the reason quite
specifically, and I think some of the
hon. Members have misunderstood
the intention of this Bill which is to

BHewidn @I VedDCE®
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give something more to those who
need it rather than to prescribe some-
thing which will be uniformly applic-
able throughout the Island and which
might cause injustice.

This is a Bill in terms of which
doctors will be more generous to the
needy, and I commend it to this
House.

g e S0um Y, wmuddm S,
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

P UEO® ewWl¥snd wwmuldy Bu:

“ empOuy sem ylen 95y S VHADC Wb
B0 128w wme. —[ab 98, 8 95, Y«
d&am.]
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Resolved :
“That the Bill be referred to a
Commitiee of the Whole House. "—

[The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena. ]
Mz w$encdBE LE@ ACY CE.
[Becddn D&snuen® Joumba 8a.]
ppéseus Grpailey @yrmuiGlLhm Sl

Wo8s surprusr svea STaEET]

Considered in Committee,
[MR. SPEARER in the Chair.]

1 2 Doy Ba oo vHhenB omdudd
M8 Bhw wp) «8 Bewde WE» GE

DEPUTY

1 e anesh wlsrgraear UGHuTs @més
Gou s @66 2 Zevor il LILICL &

Cllo:use 1 ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

CLAUSE 2.— (Amendment of Section
12 of Chapter 226.)

ofd. @8 Rwe AFENEZNGD .
(8. eris. gyi. 1 wew LIGWT LT T BT &S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Mr. Chairman, I listened carefully
to the speeches made by the hon.
Appointed Member (Mr. Thonda-
man) and the Hon. Minister of
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Health in explaining to us the reasons
which have prompted the Govern-
ment to bring forward this Bill.

I must say that I entirely agree
with the hon. Appointed Member
(Mr. Thondaman) when he states
that it is certainly not the intention
of the Government, and should not
be the intention of any Government,
whether the word used is “pres-
cribed ” or “recommended”, to re-
gard this as a means of saying that
the worker is not entitled to this
quantity of milk free.

The whole purpose of the Medical
Wants Ordinance, as I have always
understood it, is to provide a service
to labour which is not to be paid for
but which is indeed to be at the ex-
pense of the estate. I do not think
it makes the slightest difference,
whether you use the word “recom-
mend” or “prescribe”, to establish
one fact, namely, that the liability
falls on the estate and nobody else.
I do not think it makes the slightest
difference whether you prescribe
quantities by law or whether you may
prescribe it in regard to individual
cases depending on the amount of
nutrition available to the child.

1 do not think that the hon.
Appointed Member (Mr. Thonda-
man) was right in assuming that
they made use of the legal meaning
of the word “ prescribe ” to escape
liability. I was not personally
aware of that, but if they did it, all
I can say is that it is wrong. 1
think the Legislature should have,
amended the Ordinance tp make it
quite plain that the liability falls
_ on the estate and nobody else.

I am not by any means certain
that the changing of the words “ as
may be prescribed” to “as may be
recommended by a medical officer ”
makes the slightest distinction as
far as the law is concerned. The
liability falls on the employer and
nobody else. Of course, one does
not know how the minds of British
interests or capitalists work. I am
not myself personally piaeguainted

4340
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with it. The hon. Appointed Mem-
per (Mr. Thondaman) rather sug-
gested that his Colleague, the other
hon. Appointed Member, had some
secret motive at the back of his
mind for wanting the word
“ prescribe ” retained in the law as
4 means of ensuring that the estates

would escape liability. I do not
know  whether that was his
intention.

I rather think that even now the
hon. Appointed Member (Mr.
Thondaman), although he is talking
in terms of getting individual
medical officers to make out prescrip-
tions to suit the needs of each child,
will find his objective frustrated
where, for example, an estate
apothecary or someone like that
finds, when it comes to the children
of a trade unionist or a thalaivar on
estates, that perhaps their needs of
milk are somewhat less than those

of other children on estates. That
kind of thing happens. For no
apparent reason it happens. This

is well known to the hon. Appointed
Member (Mr. Thondaman). Thus,
ways of discrimination are strange,
multifarious and many, and I would,
still for all that, appeal to the Hon.
Minister even though he is acting
on the advice of three members of
the Planters’ Association to think
about this question. I do not know
which trade union he has consulted

and to what extent they have
worked behind this particular
amendment. But I should think

that it is far better to leave it as it
is, rather than create discretions in
medical officers varying in regard
to their qualifications and capacities
to lay down standards suitable
according to districts and according
to age, to leave it as a general law
under which individual medical
officers are given statutory autho-
rity to recommend and negatively to
deprive children in the estate areas
of the milk to which they are
entitled at the cost of = their
employer.

I do appeal to the Hon. Mini
therefore, to think about this m;ﬁgi

I am not going to
) propose an
specific amendment to t}?e clausyv;

becausenit is not our intention teo
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trustrate the Bill. If you think the
Bill is satisfactory in its present
form and the labour leaders are
willing to accept it, to that extent,
the Government has gained because
at least they are estopped from
arguing to the contrary if and when
the occasion arises. You would find
that you would at least be able to
quote Mr. Thondaman against
Mr. Thondaman on a later occasion
should the need arise.

What is more important than to
score polemic victories over indivi-
duals or trade union leaders is to
provide milk in a practical form
according to the needs of the
children on the estates. And it is
my honest belief that the existing
law providing for the prescription
in general terms is more satisfactory
than to prescribe for individual

cases where discrimination is
possible. I would, therefore, appeal
to the Hon. Minister—if he is

anxious to get this Bill passed now
we shall not obstruct him—to think
about this problem and think about
it realistically. If by any chance
you wish to reconsider the Bill, now
is the opportunity to put off this
discussion so that you will be able
to consult all such persons whom
you wish to consult rather than have
to bring forward amending legisla-
tion on subsequent occasions.

I agree with the hon. Appointed
Member (Mr. Thondaman) that, in
the past, by not actually prescribing
regulations under the Medical Wants
Ordinance there had been cases
where the employers had been able
to use the law to their advantage,
namely, of preventing implementa-
tion of something to the disadvan-
tage of employers for the benefit of
children. If that has happened
surely the solution is not to amend
the law but to formulate regulations
under the statute and bring in the
regulations you want. You have
also estopped the employers’ repre-
sentative, the hon. Appointed
Member  (Mr. Singleton-Salmon)
who says, “I am not concerned with
the amount. You can fix the amount
as high as you like.”  He, is, not
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asking that the amount should be
restricted, and, therefore, you will
see that those who argue for a
particular .law are not, in this
instance, seeking to defend any
particular interests. They genuinely
and sincerely are seeking to help
the Government to formulate this
law in the best possible form. It is
nothing more than that. With that
appeal I end my speech.

g. ey 5.28

c'?:l@:lgoﬁ D5y, 9. euedd
(a;ahr'g&?_@ ereor. ertd. QUGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Medical Wants Ordinance is
a fairly old Ordinance. The word
“ Ordinance ” also indicates that it
is pre-1948. Under this Ordinance
there are certain things which all
estate employees are entitled to,
mainly drugs and a certain amount
of treatment from medical officers.
I presume milk is also prescribed
under the Medical Wants Ordinance.
If I remember right, each child is
entitled to a certain quantum of
milk in every estate. Has not that
restriction already been taking
place ? My recollection is there is
already some standard prescribed
amount. I can understand that
they are not satisfactory in certain
cases. What is it that has been pro-
posed ? What is proposed now is to
hand this matter over to a medical
officer and to get his recommenda-
tion. Who is a “ medical officer ” ?
What is the definition of a “ medical
officer ”? :

ad 8. 8. 95, LudlAm
(Qsorrey 6rib. 0. eT&. QUGN FET)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
Tt is defined in the Ordinance.

8w Y. OO, cuedd
(soor £l ereir. eTib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My fear is this. A medical officer
may be the apothecary or the dis-
penser in the estate. In most cases
it 15 's0.
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ad 0. 8. 8. Ludidm
(Gl&enrey erih. 1. ord. PQUIGUT HET )
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

Under the Medical Wants
Ordinance it is the medical officer
of the area who will have to inspect
and recommend.

mebe 95y, O8. cuedd
(soom gl G ereir. orib. QuCram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The trouble is whether the medical
officer of the area will visit the vlace.
I think it will be an exceptional case
if the medical officer were to visit
that place. They have so many
estates to visit—! do not blame the
medical officers—that they just can-
not visit more than a fraction of the
total number of estates in any parti-
cular year. They are supposed to
visit the lines, and also see that the
water used by these estate workers
is good. I do not think that they
have time to do all that. All that I
am saying is that if you want a
medical officer to look into this
question to see that you provide a
qualified medical officer.

Qb 98, 8. £8. Sudianm
(Qaonrras erib. 2. eT&. ST G

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

“Medical officer,” includes the
visiting medical officers and visiting
apothecaries.

&8e Y. 8. cuedd
(sT 5 &) erer. arth. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is not very satisfactory. The
Hon. Minister will agree that a
mediea! officer must be a qualified
medical officer, who will take inter-
est in the employees. If that is so,
T am prepared to agree to this.

ad 20. 8. 2. Lwdddm»

(O@erray erid. to. or&. gpwieurn ger )

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
What is your amendmentiized by Noolah
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(TS G erer. erib. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My amendment is this. Add the
word “ qualified ” in line 13 after the
word “a”.

aé 98, 8. 9D, $w28Am»

(Oserrey Grib. 18, Gré&. UIGUT SGT )

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

That is “qualified medical
officer” ?

Grande 9. 98. cuedd

(srflG erer. erib. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes. I do not mind if you have it
that way. I move,

“In line 13, after the word ‘a’ insert
‘qualified ’ ”.

When you have apothecaries, you
get sometimes dispensers also. Now,
it will read as “as may be recom-
mended by a qualified medical
officer ”,

GeLemnEw INOIDBY

(Qréi praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

A qualified medical officer does not
exclude necessarily an apothecary.
Government apothecaries are also
considered as qualified medical offi-
cers in charge of dispensaries and so
on. This will not solve your
problem.

@rie Y. 99, cueldH
(TG erer. erib. QuGror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

‘Why not? It is better than a
dispenser.

ceDemNies hoanDsY
(QuréL i praprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

A dispenser is not a medical officer
according to the medical code or the
rules of the Government. My diffi-
culty is with regard to the quantum
of milk given to the children. The
milk given to the children is so little
that lagant to remedy that position.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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(Dr. N. M. Perera) angsh, BGEey Quppairm wWGFTSTeler
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(A1 praEprE6 ) U |

3 h .

(Dr. Naganathan) ngste.on, that that word be there in-
You can by saying, “As may be serted, put, and agreed to.

recommended by the medical officer, Question, that the Clause, as amended.

but shall not be less than eight gf’and part of the Bill, put, and agreed®

ounces ”. Without any regulation it ]

will not be possible to see that these pagéag; et}fé {Eiﬁ.mended’ Grdered 1ossiand

chjldren get a sufficient quantity of sadB Dor'd wey mOs opgded e
milk. eHB ewndud wWowd e el Bowlo
©é® CE.
@B Sy, 8. ewclsé o..agC:m CEhD, GoewIR® WHMHY, Mudow
(g1 8 G ore. ertb, QUGrrr) i
(Dr. N. M. Perera) FLLONEG eurssiph S Wwlsrgirals G
Ask your Minister to accept it. wns @mss Gaan@Oinear o2l L g.
BT sT Bm&s S H-67 oD MEGaTeTeTuUL 515
< Pefldaitg.
ceDemDnBe PNOTNDBY Enacting Clause and Title ordered to

stand part of the Bill.

(Qu_réi_i [T & [BIT 56T)
Bill reported, with Amendment.

(Dr. Naganathan)

Eight ounces should be the mini-
mum that a child should get. They a& 98, & 0. wdiRD

normally do not get more than three (Qzorras orib. 1o, GTd. gl Se )
or four ounces. (The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
I move,
“ That the Bill, as amended, be read the
BLEHDS Third Time ”. J
(g;és@mr&swﬁ) s ma B0um cEW, wmuldn Ta |
(The Chairman) emglumw umm 0 ¢pRcd pFWOM IS
Does the Hon, Minister accept the B« seoai@mmdcesy wdom =ém e
amendment quvedt }:)y? the hon. all@) HO&EILILD, e SO mTaTeTLILILL S,
Member for atlyan e g Goirig, wCFTST @pSITERD  (PEDUITE n &I
Qb Beyn@aibmiilibhms.
ad 98. 8. 9B, LediA® Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time,

Osorra Grib. 0. Gré. SQUIGIT ST )
( a5 and passed, as amended.

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
i DS, DE (GooR]dDY)

00 LEPe YMDO WY WE APV, «@D _ : :
gy ma B0un FY, wwuden B Sials) -@@Q@Cﬁ@
GeuZaiunari BLLTG 55) wlersm

BDasy B, seard Ommmmbonsy, omglsw BTG (B0 2
eson8 emduw ®mBwd BBe @Rw, «@B WoRKMEN'S COMPENSATION

gt e Boum i, vmuddn S (AMENDMENT) BILL

0 D DawBw, o @Mmmbonsy, Wgo eedm 96 Huded Bowlon Badm» CL

wof ©gEemd omou wbwd HPe @amed @uemmn O Npsrer sl arREsILCL S
Boolo @6 CL. Order for Second Reading read.
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(Qsorras 6Tid. Gré. (PSLOLLST)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

~ On behalf of the Hon, Minister of
Social Services, I move.

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time .

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Social Services
will explain the Bill.

8®. 90 Ymufw: (wd oW
#0Becey wifel@s’mn o)

(@ orip. srib. CHJS‘;U’QJUH'--J@)&'GJE)@J
cqymméa—‘)ﬁﬁér LUT I T (@ LDST DS 5rrrﬁm‘¢5/ﬂ§$)

(Mr. M, M. Mustapha—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Social
Services)

The scope of the Workmen’s Com-
pensation Ordinance is limited to
workmen employed on wages not ex-
ceeding four hundred rupees per
mensem. The effect of the amend-
ment which is to be made in Section
2 of that Ordinance by Clause 2 of
the Bill will be to extend its scope to
workmen employed on wages not
exceeding five hundred rupees per
mensem.

Similarly, the effect of the pro-
posed amendment by Clause 3 of the
Bill will be to increase the scale of
compensation payable to workmen in
cases of death or disablement. In other
words, the purpose of this amend-
ment is to enlarge the scope of the
Ordinance. The number of workmen
who will derive benefits from the
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance
will increase.

ga’ e wwmBen adm G
A a6s5wb I Gupnmna.
Question proposed.

2. . H.34

oMY .
{ By Gaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I want to say
that this amending Bill does not
really get to grips with the real
problems of the old Ordinance that
requires amending.
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The Parliamentary Secretary re-
minded us that the present amending
Bill covers only two sets of Questions.
The first amendment seeks to enlarge

he definition of “ workman ”. Under

the Ordinance a “ workman ” is a per-
son in receipt of wages not exceeding
Rs. 400 per mensem. This amend-
ment seeks to push the limit up to
Rs. 500. The second amendment
seeks to increase, somewhat, the
scale of compensation payable in cer-
tain cases.

One is supposed to be grateful for
small mercies and it is only in that
spirit that we can display any grati-
tude towards this Bill.

I want to ask my good Friend, the
Parliamentary Secretary, what
happened to the Report of a Com-
mittee that sat, I believe, in 1957 and
made a very comprehensive review
of the working and the provisions of
the Workmen’s Compensation Ordi-
nance and made many recommenda-
tions.

I was a member for that Com-
mittee. I think the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) was
also a member of that Committee.
Representing the employers, the hon.
Appointed Member (Mr. R. Singleton-
Salmon) was on the Committee, We
had very detailed discussions—there
was a certain amount of give and
take—and eventually we arrived at
unanimous conclusions and made un-
animous recommendations on a larce
number of questions vrhich are cm?%
%I%;ely untouched by this amending

1

I do not know to what extient this
Bill has suffered from the separation
of the Ministry of Social Services
from the Ministry of Labour. It was
symbolic—the movinag of this Bill by
the Minister of Labour, a Bill pi‘f;'-
sented by the Minister of Social Ser-
vices.

Workmen's compensation is essen-
tially part of the labour laws of t'he
country, but for some reason or
another it has been tagged on to ques-

Digitized by Noolahamtﬁgt}lpiﬁa%%e public assistance, flood re-
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lief and other matters which are
appropriately the work of the Min-
istry of Social Services.

I wonder whether that is the reason
why certain obvious and glaring defi-
ciencies of this Bill have not been
touched.

I do not want to speak at very great
length on this matter. It will be
dealt with in greater detail by the
hon. Joint Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa), but let
me refer to cne or two questions.

The trade unions are already up in
arms at the fact that payment of
compensation does not date from the
actual occurrence of the accident or
the injury. According to the old
Ordinance it is only after five days
have passed that one is considered to
be injured to the extent of deserving
compensation, and that applies to all
types of injury, major and minor.
There has been this consistent de-
mand, particularly where the injuries
are of such a character as are not
trivial and there was some loss of
earning capacity, that the compensa-
tion be paid from the very day on
which the person came by that in-
jury. The employers agreed to this;
the unions have asked for it ; but the
law does not provide for it—[Inter-
ruption]. We are asking that, in the
calculation of the payment of com-
pensation, the compensation payable
should be calculated from the very
day of the injury. Now it is calcu-
lated from the seventh day.—[Inter-
ruption]. In the case of half-monthly
payments—I am not talking of total
incapacity but temporary incapacity
where half-monthly payments are
made—the calculation should really
start from the very first day. That
point was conceded but is not in the
Bill.

Then there was the broader ques-
tion of compulsory insurance. Today,
with the insurance corporation, I see
no reason why compulsory insurance
in respect of workmen’s compensa-
tion should not be insisted upon
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over a certain size. I think alilis
employers can well afford it. Quite’ "
small employers are now making con-
tributions to the Employees Provi-
dent Fund. So I do not see any
reason why a system of compulsory
insurance should not exist.

What is happening often is that
certain employers are dodging their
liabilities—or some of them are—and
they do not have enough wherewithal
to meet their liabilities. Very often
it is in this type of work-place where
labour-protection devices are either
negligible or non-existent that the
accident rate is highest. It is pre- °
cisely this class of employees who
very often get done out of any com-

ensation whatsoever. It is a matter
on which there was a unanimous re-
commendation—/[nterruption]. Why
do you not bring them all together ?
Since 1957 this was the position. The
previous Government did not.act on
it. They made certain amendments
and the report is now before you.

ad 00, 8. 9. LudiRm

(Qserras orib. (@ GTE. SpuauT S6T)

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

The Minister is considering further
amendments.

s Sen.

(Bm. Qsearwer)

{(Mr. Keuneman)
1 do not know whether that

accounts for the Minister’s absence !
If he is contemplating further
amendments, may -I hope he
completes the process of gestation
and then brings the final product
here!

oé 98. &. 5. SwuddAm
(QzorTes GTib. & .GTE. euIeNT F6T )
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
This is urgent.

camOsY oo

(8lw. Gaeriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

If this is urgent why is it that
even in the matter of the enhanced
benefits you take such a niggardly

particularly in relation to,employers. . VieW.%.
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In the case of persons who meet

“with motor accidents, where a person

is either killed or permanently or
partially disabled, courts are award-
ing extremely generous compensa-
tion—several times the amount
awarded here. [Interruption]. You
have to go to the workmen’s com-
pensation tribunal first. The
trouble is that many of the workers
or their unions do not have the
money to retain good lawyers. And
ooing to court takes even longer
than going to the workmen’s
compensation tribunal. One of the
complaints is that the tribunal takes
so long to give you any compensa-
tion. If you are going to court you
will be starved or dead before you
get the compensation. My hon.
Friend reminds me of a case that
went on for six years. I do not
think that these amounts are better
than what existed earlier. Anyway,
they are unrelated to the amounts
that are now being awarded by
courts of law in traffic accident cases.
Apparently, the Government seems
to think that, if a man is knocked
down by some negligent or drunken
driver, it is a very serious matter
but that if he is disabled as a result
of his emvloyer not taking the
necessary precautions to look after
his safety, it is a much less serious
matter—a matter which does not
require so much compensation.

A large number of these matters
were dealt with very fully by this
committee. I am very sorry to savy
that, even where there is no question
of controversy any more, they have
not been included in the Rill. T do
not understand why my hon. Friend,
the Minister, needs to studv it when
both empvloyer and emvloyvee who
were the parties involved in this
matter had come to an agreement.

Take the question of the half-
monthly payment starting on the
first day, it is not going to cost the
Government one cent. It is the
employer who has to pav. At least
the reoresentatives of the two bio
emnloyers federations acree and the
trade unions agree. Does it take
eight years to include it in the Bill ?

5——a¥ 11056 (85/12)
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Compulsoryt insurance was agreed
upon. What is the difficulty of
bringing that into the Bill for eight
yvears ?

My hon. Friend, the Minister,
talks about the tremendous activities
that he is engaged in. He has been
in labour up to now. All he has
done up to now is to provide some
soap and water to wash themselves
after work—at least to provide some
regulations for soap and water to
wash their faces and carry out other
ablutions after a day’s labour.

So, I want to stress that this whole
auestion of the amendment of the
Act is one that needs further consi-
deration. I am glad that mv hon.
Friend said that they are considering
bringing in new amendments. I
hope that will be done very quickly
because these piecemeal amend-
ments of Labour laws, whether thev
are now the property of the Social
Services Ministry or not, have really
meant that our Labour laws have
lagged behind the position of other
countries. When we get into diff-
culties, we take this out.

A few minutes ago we were deal-
ing with a “viable foetus”. I think
it took us some 7 or 8 years to get on
to the fact that a female labourer
who has a child and is entitled to
maternity benefits should get more
than 40 cents a day and it was
increased to Re. 1 after 7 years’ agi-

tation. And now even that is not
enough.

I do not see the point of this piece-
meal legislation. When a matter has
been comprehensively studied and
reported on and where a substantial
area of agreement has been reached
between employer and employee, T
think it is the least duty of any
Government—the previous Govern-
ment or this Government—to see that
when actually a Bill incornorati;lg
thf%se amendments is placed before
this House, all those things which
have_ been agreed upnon are included
and in the case of those that are n;'vt
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agreed upon, that those things that
the Government considers reasonable
are included. It is for those reasons
that I want to say that we are thank-
ful for small mercies. We think
the mercy is very small. Therefore,
our thanks to you equally.

&. 0. 5.49
DBsNnd ctnBes Ocn.

(8w Quir@) QeFmiisT)
(Mr. Bernard Saysa)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Work-
men’s Compensation (Amendment)
Bill that has been presented here by
the Hon. Minister with the co-opera-
tion of the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Social Services is certainly
not one on which it is possible to con-
gratulate anybody. The moving
of amendments to the Workmen’s
Compensation Ordinance was a
matter that had been under discus-
sion over many years. The last
amendment was moved in 1957. I
think it was Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne
who moved that Bill when he was
Minister of Labour. On that occasion
we pointed out that the amendments
were inadequate. It would appear
that the amending Bill that was
moved in 1957 had been the property
of the Social Services Department
for over a period of two years and
had really been drafted by the pre-
vious United National Party Govern-

ment which was in existence before
1956. !

Now it would probably be con-
tended that this Bill has been the
property of the Social Services De-
partment for some time, and it was
really the child of the vrevious Gov-
ernment, namely, the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party Government that was
there before.—[Interruption]l. But
this would have been drafted earlier.
In any case it was not by the Coali-
tion and the S. L. F. P,

Now this business of bringing Bills
that had been drafted by others and
using that as an excuse for the in-
adequacy of the Bill is not a line of
argument that can be justified. But
T mention this because I anticipate

BHewldm V5L BedDEw
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that the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary will probably try to say that
this is not really his work.

Now, the curious part of this entire
matter is that all the parties that
went to the hustings, at the last elec-
tions after December 3rd, promised
serious amendments to the Work-
men’s Compensation Ordinance. I
know the manifestos issued by the
g, I.. ¥. P. and the other parties that
joined with the S. L. F. P. in that
connection. The L. S. S. P. and the
Ceylon Communist Party certainly
put down as one of the items in their
programme the granting or the pro-
vision under the workmen’s compen-
sation law of more generous benefits
to the injured employee and to the
dependants of the employee who dies
in the course of the performance of
his duties.

The United National Party also
issued a manifesto in that election
and stated that the workmen’s com-
pensation law would be amended in
order to make more generous pay-
ments to the injured workers. There
being such a degree of unanimity in
this matter as between the Govern-
ment and the Opposition, one would
have expected that the first Bill that
would have been brought in this con-
nection would have been adequate,
would have been thought out as ade-
quate to make the changes that are
required in the law as it stands today.
This niggardly Bill which has been

brought does not improve the situa-

tion very much.

The reason for not bringing a more

comprehensive amendment, according
to the aside of the Hon. Minister of
Labour, is that something is under
preparation and there is considerable
hurry in bringing it in this form. I
do not know what exactly is the rea-
son for this hurry. But even if there
were some reason for this hurry, some
of the major amendments that were
discussed in the Debate of 1957 would
require careful formulation if they
are to be incorporated in the law. But
there are several recommendations
that have been adopted, namely, the
amendment to Schedule IV. In
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amending Schedule IV of the princi-
pal . enactment, something more
generous could have been done than
just what has been provided here.
Therefore this argument that this
Bill had to be brought in great haste
is not an argument that bears exami-
nation for one second. It just will
not bear examination. There is a
large volume of case law that has
grown up in regard to workmen’s
compensation, the embodied deci-
sions of workmen’s compensation
courts—all the decisions taken to-
gether, the wvarious interpretations
that have been placed by courts of
workmen’s compensation in regard to
the various provisions of the law. All
these are worthwhile, and some of
them might be enshrined in legisla-
tive enactments as amendments to
the existing law. Then, on appeals
made from the decisions of work-
men’s compensation tribunals, there
are awards that have been made by
the Supreme Court of Ceylon. There
is a valuable field of case law, parti-
cularly on the interpreted statute,
which should not be left merely as
something to which reference has to
be made, poring over all the deci-
sions given earlier, for the purpose of
discovering what is applicable to any
given situation. Some of those inter-
pretations that have been given by
learned judges of the Supreme Court
in regard to compensation matters
could be embodied in the law and
should be embodied in the law. With-
out having to go through all the pre-
vious judgments it should be possible
to bring the law up to date in that
way so that by easy reference one
could decide what exactly ought to
be done in a particular case.

I can give one instance. There was
a railway employee who was injured.
He came back after recovery and
claimed compensation. The autho-
rities of the Railway Department
took up the position that the man
was not entitled to compensation
because he had been given his origi-
ginal post without a diminution of
salary. They took that to mean that
there was no loss of earning capacity
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and therefore the C. G. R. decided
that they were not liable to pay

compensation.

Then it became necessary to go
before a tribunal and argue the
matter and state that although the
C. G. R. had given the man back the
post he originally held without a
diminution of salary, certainly his
prospects of advancement were
bound to be affected by the loss of
earning capacity that had been cer-
tified by the doctor, that the man
would not be able to earn his promo-
tions in the same way as before he
received his injuries, and therefore
there was a loss of earning capacity,
which brought about the situation
that the C. G. R. was liable to pay.
Until the tribunal ruled upon that
matter—I believe it went up in
appeal and the Supreme Court
had to decide upcn the question—
until then this poor man did not re-
ceive the compensation due to him
for his injuries.

There are other instances also of a
similar nature which have got to be
dealt with, but I mentioned this in-
stance because here is an example of
a judge giving an interpretation on
this matter which could be embodied
in the law as it stands, by amending
the law, so that you would not get
this kind of situation in the future,
Why should it be left to those who
g0 and argue on these compensation
matters to consult all the case law
In order to discover what is appro-
priate? Why do we not make the
law simpler by embodying in it ag
much of the case law as is possible
n order to enable a poor workman
1f necessary, to go and argue his own
case before a compensation tribuna] ?
That should be the position in
regard to laws of this kind.

I have another instance, also f
the C. G. R, the Ratmalana Raihl;&f')gr
Workshop, of a man who was retired
on the findings of a medical board
He was a carpenter and he was
Injured as a result of some instru-
ment that had been placed on top
of an almirah falling down om him
when he opened a drawer in the same

almirah, resulting j
. ’ n th
finger & e loss of one
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There was an assessment of 5 per
cent. loss of earning capacity when
he went before the medical board. It
also ruled that the man was not fit
for further employment. The result
was, this poor workman—at the age
of 32—on receipt of this notice from
the medical board, was immediately
ordered by the Railway Department
to cease work at 2 o’clock in the
afternoon and march out of the work
place. He was also told that the
pension due to him would be com-
puted later on and he would be
enabled to refire on pension.

I took this matter up and after
about nine months of representations
got him sent before a medical board
again. That medical board sat des-
pite the Public Service Commission
rule that a medical board cannot sit
until one or two years had elapsed
since the last medical board sat.
That medical board sat on this man’s
case and discovered that an error had
been made and that the man was fit
for employment. He was restored to
his job and was paid the 5 per cent.
due to him on the basis of the com-
puted loss of earning capacity, but
nothing was paid to him for that
entire period he was without work,
on the basis of an erroneous finding
of a medical board. There is no law
in this country which enables him to
sue anybody or get that money. That
is the position today.

This man was condemned by a
medical board. It may be—I am not
criticizing the bona fides of that
board—a genuine error, but it was
not the poor man’s fault. What he
got by way of lump sum compensa-
tion on the basis of 5 per cent. loss
of earning capacity was wiped out by
the debts he had to incur in order to
keep his wife and six children alive
for those six months during which
he was out of employment.

These are matters that have to be
given due heed to when laws are
amended. That is why I say that
this particular amendment, from the
point of view of the basic problems
which we come up against: in.the

Flewidmy ¥zI8) eFVSw
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matter of workmen’s compensation, is
largely irrelevant. It does give some
small benefit, particularly by raising
the income limit of those who are
entitled to compensation from Rs. 400
to Rs. 500 a month. From that
point of view, I certainly agree, there
is an advantage. But when you
take the whole field of workmen’s
compensation, the whole question of
providing for the dependants of the
employee who dies whilst perform-
ing his duty, if you take all these
aspects of the matter, if you take the
whole schedule of the occupational
diseases and the schedule in regard
to percentage loss of earning capa-
city, any person will admit that this
entire law has to be overhauled, that
this has to be completely changed.
Anybody will agree with that. :

Take the law as it stands today.
The amendment of 1957 provided for
an amendment of the schedule re-
garding occupational diseases and
certainly brought a larger number of
diseases within the scope of compen-
sation than did the original Ordi-
nance. But this is not a complete
tabulation of all the diseases for
which compensation should be paid.
In regard to a number of these mat-
ters the medical evidence that is re-
quired is extremely difficult to
obtain. There should be some
simpler process provided in the law
in order to get the necessary medical
evidence.

The hon. Member for Nallur (Dr.
Naganathan), and I, long before
politics divided us asunder so com-
pletely as to render any kind of
association almost impossible for the
future, have fought together on the
same side in regard to compensation
matters. He will remember a very
sad case of lead poisoning in which
he was my principal witness. The
hon. Member for Nallur appeared as
a medical witness in the matter pro
deo. The late Dr. Cyril Fernando’s
evidence and the late Dr. Frank
Gunasekera’s evidence were used by
the other side in order to combat the
evidence that I led through the hon.
Member for Nallur. The hon.
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Member for Nallur, therefore, is in a
position to understand the complexi-
ties of this matter and the difficulties
the poor workman has to undergo in
getting medical evidence when he
sues for compensation.

In this case there was difficulty in
establishing whether there was lead
poisoning or not. It was a marginal
case. The poor workman himself
was also not very bright and although
the symptoms were easily interpret-
able by a medical man, yet when it
came to getting an appropriate reply
from the person who was suing for
compensation, the worthy doctor, the
hon. Member for Nallur, found it
difficult to elicit even a correct reply,
with the result that other means and
extra-legal measures had to be adopt-
ed by me in order to get compensa-
tion in that case.

This whole schedule of occupational
diseases is woefully inadequate and
if one wants to bring an amendment
to this law, neglecting Schedule III,
one is, in fact, bringing a law which
is largely irrelevant. There are a
large number of industrial processes
now in this country as a result of the
new industries that have come into
being on account of the import subs-
titution drive. There is a wider range
of occupational diseases possible in
this country today and, therefore, it
becomes incumbent upon the legisla-
ture to address its mind to this new
situation, in order to see that while
you are amending your factory iaws
or introducing new laws under the
Factories Ordinance, you also amend
these schedules because they are
woefully out of date.

The schedule in regard to
occupational diseases was drawn up
at a time when you did not have the
number of industries that vou have
today. It was amended in 1957 before
these new industries came into being.

T}qerefore, the range of occupational
diseases is wider. There are g larger
number of diseases arising out of

?ccupations which should be provided
or.
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Then, Sir, in regard to the schedule
on percentage of loss of earning ca-
pacity, I always shudder when I read
this schedule, because of the inhuman
attitude with which the human ana-
tomy is broken up into parts for the
purpose of assessing its value in re-

lation to the total personality of the
human being, allegedly in relation
to performance of work. This is some-
thing which I can never read without
a shudder. It says the loss of any
finger other than index finger is
per cent. of earning capacity ; the loss
of great toe 10 per cent. and so on, the
highest percentage being the loss of
right arm above or at the elbow,
which is 70 per cent.

There are certain parts of the
anatomy left out in the schedule,
which I am not asking the Hon.
Minister to include—[Interruption]. I
think the Hon. Minister might con-
sult the hon. Member for Beruwala
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar) in that
matter when he does come to make
any amendments.

This is a matter in regard to which
there can certainly be a greater ge-
nerosity. The loss of an index finger
completely unrelated to the skill of
the workman and the skill in relation
to which that finger or that hand is
employed is absolutely out of date as
a concept in the payment of compen-
sation. That has been abandoned in
most countries in the world today.
This evaluation of various parts of
the anatomy on the same basis fcr
different categories of workers is a
basis that has been abandoned in
most countries in the world, and I
Just see no reason why he is continu-
ing this outmoded way of computing
compensation. Apart from the fact
that it is a more ghoulish and in-
human aspect of the matter it is com-
pletely outmoded and irrelevant
today. And we still preserve this
schedule. That is why I say when the
Hon. Minister brought this Bill for
the purpose of amending a scheduyle
he should have addressed his mind to
both these schedules, Schedule I and

Schedule III.
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The earlier amendment of 1957
provoked a discussion here and the
Hon. Minister at that time appoinved
a committee and on it served the hon.
Appointed Member (Mr. Singleton-
Salmon), the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman),
who was then I think Second Mem-
ber for Colombo Central, the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) who was then hon. Member
for Ruwanwella. All these hon.
Members served on that committee

and a very valuable report was pro-,.

duced with complete accord on the
side of the employers and employees.
But that report as the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central com-
plained has remained a dead letter.
Why is that report not implemented ?

I say that with the general aspect
of this whole question what is re-
quired in this country is a compre-
hensive scheme of social insurance
which takes in compensation payable
to injured persons and to the depen-
dents of dead employees as part of
the entire system of social insurance.
That is the enlightened attitude to
this problem even in capitalist count-
ries. There is no reason why we,
who are supposed to be subscribing to
LL.O. decisions which cover this
matter, should be far behind other
countries in relation to practices in
the matter of workmen’s compensa-
tion. This is one of the conventions
of the International Labour Organi-
zations. One of those conventions is
to see that the proper conditions apply
for the purpose of paying compensa-
tion to the injured workmen and the
dependants of the dead workmen.
The generosity that is prescribed by
the conventions of the I.L.0O. in that
matter, apparently, has received no
echo in the minds of legislators in
4 this country and that is why we have
to make these complaints every time
the matter of workmen’s compensa-
tion comes up for discussion.

We who appear for workmen in
these matters and discuss these pay-
ments at a realistic level know what
Wwe are up against when we find laws
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that are inadequate like this. And
that is why the whole question ¢f
bringing an amendment should have
been looked at not from the point of
view of reassuring something merely
because it happened to be in the files
of the Department of Social Services,
kut from the point of looking at the
whole problem realistically, compre-
hensively, from the point of view of
the needs of today and framing 3 law
that will suit that need in the light
of the experience of the past few
years.

With regard to this particular
amendment of Schedule IV, I do not
know whether the hon. Parliament-
ary Secretary will take this back and
amend it because this is something
to which he himself is entitled to
move an amendment. I have no de-
sire to work out an amendment now
in a hurry. If he would refer this
Bill to Standing Committee “B” I
might suggest that we would be able
to co-operate in working out an
amendment because this is completely
useless. This amends the schedule,
I will tell the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary how nonsensical this
amendment becomes. The schedule
says in one column regarding the
quantum of wages, in the event of
‘he death of an adult or in the event
of permanent and total disablement
how much is due, and the last column
says how much is due by way of half-
monthly payments.

Let us take this half-monthly pay-
ment question, where the monthly
wages of a workman injured happens
to be more than but nothing less than
thirty rupees. In the original
Ordinance it was more than nothing
but less than rupees ten, and he gets
nothing. Where it was more then
rupees ten but less than rupees
fifteen he gets five rupees. Now,
Sir, the original schedule went up
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15, Rs. 15 to Rs, 18
—I do not know why this three
rupee amount was fixed—Rs. 18 to
Rs. 21, Rs. 21 to Rs. 24, Rs. 24 to Rs. 27
and so on, the unit of increase being
rupees three at each stage. The pre-
sent amendment takes rupees ten as
the unit of increase from one step to
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the other. So you get nought to 30,
30 to 40, 40 to 50, 50 to 60, 60 to 70
and so on, the basic unit of increase
from one step to the other is ten
rupees whereas the original basic
unit of increase was rupees three
starting with rupees ten—nought to
ten, 10 to 15 and thereafter rupees
three. Here we start from nought to
30 and from 30 at ten rupees. This
is the great and generous increase of
the amount of half-monthly pay-
ments. I will show some of the
consequences of this amendment,

Schedule IV of the Workmen’s
Compensation Ordinance which was
not amended till now—this schedule
was part of the original Ordinance of
1935 in which these half-monthly
payments were thought just and
equitable—is now sought to be
amended by the Hon. Minister’s
amendment today by the substitution
of this new schedule in the Bill.
What is the difference in the cost of
living as between 1935 and today ?
If you take the base year as 1939, it
is estimated that the cost of living
has increased today by well over 200
per cent. The Government of the
U. N. P. froze the index in respect
of the public servants, the Govern-
ment servants, at 185. It is well
over 200 today on the basic assump-
tion of 1939, on the old computation
basis. I am not taking the con-
sumers’ price index, I am not taking
the William’s index, but I am taking
the old one. If you take that, Sir,
or if you relate the new one to thej
old one, you will find that it is 400
per cent, an increase of 300.

Therefore, what would it be 1
comparison with 1935 is the ques-
tion. What is the increase in the
cost of living, and what is the in-
crease in the half-monthly payments
recommended by the Hon. Minister
between the schedules of 1939 and
1965, thirty years afterwards? 1
will give an example. Take the
original schedule for the payment of
compensation to workmen whose
wages are more than Rs. 80 but not
more than Rs. 100. Tt preseribes a
limit of twenty-five rupees. But in
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the new schedule between Rs. 80 to
Rs. 90 a man gets thirty rupees. That
means an increase of five rupees
over what he would have got under
the original schedule. Between
Rs. 90 and Rs. 100 he gets Rs. 32.50.
That means for that slab he is given
only Rs. 7.50.

If the Hon. Minister or the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary will exa-
mine this schedule, he will find that,
except at the very low levels—the
Rs. 30 level, the Rs. 40, Rs. 50 and
Rs. 60 levels—the amounts range
from Rs. 7 to Rs. 5, and as you go
higher up the amount becomes less.

An increase in the half-monthly
payment of Rs. 5 Dbetween the
standard of 1935 and the standard of
1965 cannot in any sense be con-
sidered to be generous. It is com-
pletely unrealistic ; it is false; it is
a denial to the worker of what is
his due. It is far better to say that
the law will remain unamended, that
the people will not get what
is their due, than to bring in an
amendment like this where you pro-
vide for the payment of Rs. 5 over
what was payable in 1935, thirty
years ago. Now, in 1965, thirty
years later, you grant an increase of
a miserable Rs. 5! What is the

relevance of this grant that you are
making ?

That is why I would like to plead
with the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary to refer this Bill to Standing
Committee “B” while you prepare
the other Bill to be brousht up later.
In the meantime refer this Bill to the
relevant Standing Committee and
try to amend this schedule <o that

something a little more gene
can be brought in. g

Between Rs. 100 and Rs. 120 it i
Bs. 35. Between Rs. 100 and Rs. tzt;{s]
in the old schedule it was Rs, 30
Therefore, anyone who was in thé
old schedule between Rs 100 snd
Rs. 120 would have sot Rs. 30 éud
now he will get Rs. 35—Rs. 5 rﬁore'
Today, despite all the increases in
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the cost of living you are providing

for a Rs. b5 increase in the

half-monthly payment !

smsy eHmgum

While I certaintly welcome the
raising of the limit to Rs. 530 in
Clause 2 of the Bill, Clause 3 which
seeks to provide a new schedule and
which is intended to give something
more to the worker is not only irre-
levant but also harmful in the sense
that once you amend the schedule in
this way you are bringing in the
conservatism that attaches to an
already amended law. Let us not hide
that fact. The same law will not be
amended with any great rapidity
within a few months. Any govern-
ment, whatever it be, acquires a
certain conservatism in regard to the
amending of laws. Amendments are
not brought rapidly one after the
other. There is a certain inertia in
such matters.

ad 90, 8. 28. £k 8%

(Qsermey ertb. 10, 6r&. eguieui ger)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

Amendments to the income tax
laws are brought every year.,

DEsND etnBes, O,
(& Quire’ Qeriisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is so, but generally in matters
of this kind there is a certain inertia.
Once an amendment is made to a law
there is a certain delay before other
amendments are brought to the same
law. That is natural, whatever he
the Government.

I shall give you an example.
There was an amendment to the
schedule in 1957 in relation to cccu-
pational diseases.—[Interruption].
The Hon. Minister of Health is rais-
ing irrelevant matters. Where the
finances of the Government are
involved or where major political
issues are involved, then -certainly
you will find the Government or
parties acting with a degree of
rapidity, but matters such as this do
not have that same impact on the|
existence of a government or upon
the shaping of its policy.

Bewldm 9535 eHVC®
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There are a large number of
matters in the Medical Department
which require amendment. He‘him-
self will know that once he has
brought a Bill here—the othergday
he brought a Bill in relation to the
question of medical practice of
apothecaries—he will find it very
difficult to bring another amendment
later on.

ob 8. 8. 99, Lwddam
(Q@erres erib. ie. er&. eguiaui Heu)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

We are bringing another amend-
ment to that Bill.

ABND cenSew,; .

(8. Quiey’ CQerier)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You will find it very difficult. You
might amend certain aspects of the
matter but there will be a large
number that will be left out and the
answer to the whole question will be,
“How can I bring a fresh piece of
legislation ?”. You cannot clutter
the Order Book with pieces of
legislation on that scale. Other Hon.
Ministers will be demanding priority
for various matters that they want to
bring up. So there is a certain
inertia with regard to these matters
and they tend to get pushed back.
That is why I say that it is harmful
to bring amendments of this kind—
although you are giving a niggardly
increase of Rs. 5 in 1965 over the
prescribed standard of 1935.

ad 28, 8. 99, LD
(Qsorres erib. 1o, o1&, QUIGIT Gar)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
A 300 per cent. increase.

DEND ©eaBes Dcn.

(8m. Quirey Qsriier)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa) :

If you are giving one rupee in 1935
you are giving three rupees in 1965.
If you go on percentages it does not
make it very generous at all—Rs. 5
over Rs. 30. How it becomes 300 per
cent. I do not know. I do not know
the mathematics of the Hon. Minister.
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aé 98, 8. 98, Lwdam
(Qserre Grib. 1o. GT&- o0 LIGUIT 6T )
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

I will show you the arithmetic of
it after you finish your speech.

ABsND ot D,

(8. Guie Qariisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am talking about the half-monthly
payments.

aé 90, 8. 99, Lw2iam
(Qserrey Grib. 1o. GTE. eQUIGIT S6T )

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)
I am not talking of that.

DEsND ot .
(8. Qui@L. Qeriier)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is precisely what I am talking
about. I am not talking about the
amounts that have been given to the
dependants of the dead worker. Iam
not talking about that at all. I am
more concerned with Kkeeping the
worker alive. The Hon. Minister of
Health is more concerned with being
generous to his dependants after the
worker is dead ! He is not concerned
with keeping the man alive although
he is the Minister of Health !

ad 2. 8. 98, wddBRm»
(QserTay erib. Ie. T&. MULIAITSET)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

I am concerned with other people’s
health.

AEsND ceRt; .
(ﬁ@ Quirey Qeriisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I do not want to take up more time.
I think I have made my case
sufficiently well. I would like to ask
the hon, Parliamentary Secretary to
refer this Amending Bill to a Stand-
ing Committee and bring in all his
amendments.

6—go8 11056(65/12)
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e duY. OO cuedl
(soor 55 erebr. orib. GuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Are you agreeable to that?—
[Interruption].

83N cendEesn .

(8. Gui@- QerdiFr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Shall we refer this to Standing
Committee “B” ?

Qud' e e,

(@@L epavsur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

There is no need to refer this to a
Standing Committee but hon. Mem-
bers can rest assured that a more
comprehensive amendment covering
the entire field of workmen’s compen-
sation will be brought before this
House in due course. This amend-
ment provides immediate relief to
workmen.—[Interruption]. A large
number of workmen would benefit by
this amendment.

DN onBesy Ow.

(8. Quiey’ Qariisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Undoubtedly there is some small
relief given. I am saying that we
can amend it further. There is no
reason why it should be delayed. It

Ean be amended and amended fairly
ast.

Qed’ »f ey Dean.
(@11 apevgur)
(Mr. Mustapha)

The amount is increased t
Rs. 10,000 in some cases. %

AEsND cenBesy Dw.

(‘Q@ Qi@ QeEmiser)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In the case of a dead man.— -
ruption]. I am not going to Eggg;e
this amendment, Nobody wants to
oppose this. Even the grant of small
mercies we welcome. But it is
necessary to point out that this mercy
Ispsmall. It is a question of saying
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that it is possible to give something
more and make it a little more
generous.

You go through the tables of what
you are prepared to give the
dependants of the dead worker and
the person who is permanently
injured and say that there is some-
thing very generous in that amount
to be given in a lump sum contribu-
tion. A man who was earning Rs. 200
a month in 1935 got Rs. 5,600 in case
of permanent disablement. He is
now entitled to Rs. 9,920. That is an
increase of Rs. 4,320. But taking
into account the difference in the
value of the rupee as between 1935
and today, it completely wipes out
what you are giving. It does not
keep the value of what is being given
even static. It does not cover up or
even keep the amount he is getting
staticc. You are not giving the
equivalent today of what he got in
1935. It is less than that in terms of
the changed value of the rupee. The
Hon. Minister of Health talks about
300 per cent.

aé 28. 8. 98, SwBam»
(Qaeorra erib. to. er&. syuieui Geor)
(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

It has appreciated in value under
us.

DEN® cenBesn Dw.

(8o Quiey Qeriisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

There are a lot of things which
appreciated under him. That is not
the point.

The point is that so far as the
benefit the workman is getting is
concerned, this is not in any way
realistically related to the require-
ment of the day, of the situation
today and that is why we are
complaining that the amount that is
sought to be given is very, very
niggardly.

As I mentioned earlier, we have no
desire to oppose this amendment.
All that we desire is that the“amount

Bewldm 3% deHDCw
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be made realistic and generous in
relation to the situation as it is today.
If that is done, there would have been
something to be enthusiastic about.
Since that is not being done, any
support we give to the measure that
is now under consideration is
completely without any enthusiasm
whatsoever.

&g, . 6.31

o9, e
(ed&3e)

(8. ertb.
Coupeuda )

(Mr. M.
Beruwala)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Social Services
should be grateful to the hon. Joint
Member  for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) for the very
comprehensive manner in which he
has dealt with the Workmen’s Com-
pensation Ordinance.

ARNE 8 .
UG LTEST wrésri—

Abdul Bakeer Markar—

I hope the hon. Joint Member for
Colombo South will not forget that
this Government is committed to in-
troducing certain amendments to the
Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance
so that it might be in keeping with
modern trends. But at the moment
the Government and the Hon., Min-
ister have intended to introduce
amendments to two Sections only and
that too because, as was explained by
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary,
those amendments are necessary now
in order to give relief to certain
people who are in need of it. As for
the other matters, I think the Hon.
Minister and the Government, to-
gether with the hon. Joint Member
for Colombo South, can make a more
thorough study of the Workmen’s
Compensation Ordinance and pro-
vide the result of their study to the
Ministry so that in the process of in-
troducing the new legislation, it
might prove to be of much assistance.

Now the hon. Member was very
particular about certain amendments
and he pointed out how they affect
the workman and what improvement
or’'benefit accrues to the workman ;
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but you must also consider the fact
that when you take those amend-
ments as a whole the increase has
even been 300 per cent.

I remember, the hon. Joint Member
for Colombo South pointed out that
in the case of the monthly payment,
it was only a matter of Rs. 8 where
the wage was Rs. 24 or something to
that effect. But when you take into
~ consideration the amendments you
will find that a man who was earning
Rs. 10 at that time was entitled to
only Rs. 5 in respect of that category,
but under the amendment he is en-
titled to Rs. 15, which point the hon.
Member for Colombo South has not
taken into consideration.

. 8. ¢ 8D @ (AcESw)
(B erev, &. 19 Avaur—uowni g w)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva—Balapitiya)

That portion of the schedule is
irrelevant. Nobody gets Rs. 10.

e B3RS and .

(@ g UrsSir résri)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

When you say that only Rs. 5 is
paid to a man who was earning Rs. 15,
you must also take into consideration
the fact that the man who was earn-
ing only Rs. 10 under the old Ordi-
nance and was entitled only to
Rs. 5 is now entitled to Rs. 15. In
the same way, when you come lower
down, you will see that a man whose
- monthly wage was Rs. 200 and who

was entitled, on disablement to Rs. 30
monthly is under the amendment en-
titled, to be very accurate, to Rs. 54.
So that staggering difference is there
and of course the hon. Member for
Colombo South has lost sight of it.

Also it must not be forgotten that
the amount of compensation awarded
to the relatives of the dead workman
and to a workman who is perma-
nently disabled, when you compare
the figures, is very high. I might
point out to the hon. Member for
Colombo South that under the Work-
men’s Compensation Ordinance a
person who earned Rs. 200 per month
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was entitled to only Rs. 4900 on dis-
ablement, but under the amendmer}t
he is entitled to Rs. 8,6@0‘. That is
double the amount envxsaggd under
the Workmen’s Compensation Act.
And more than that, a person who
earns about Rs. 400 or between
Rs. 400 and Rs. 500 is today In a
osition to claim on disa_lblex_nent
Rs. 4,750. There we find a big differ-
ence, and to bring that about this
amendment is necessary.

There are, I might point out,
various other provisions in the ‘Work-
men’s Compensation Ordinance that
must be amended. For instance, a
worker is not in a position to get re-
lief, quick relief, which normally he
would get under other laws. We know
that if a person suffers damage or
injury he is in a position within a
period of two years to ask for com-
pensation from the employer or the
party who caused it. Now, under the
Workmen’s Compensation Act, there
is a prescribed time limit, a period of
six months.

O¢. 8. ¢ BED o

(B, erov. &. 19 Hoveur)

(Mr, L. C. de Silva)

Six months to one year, under the
last amendment.

&DeC ARDE 1mE Own.
(2@l SYliame uré@r r&sTi)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

It might be so. But under the
general law it is two years. There
are certain other difficulties put in
the way of a worker who tries to
claim damages. For instance, if the
breadwinner of a family dies, the
wife is not in a position to get quickly
what she wants for herself and her
dependants because there are so
many formalities to be gone through.
I might point out one instance where
we had the case of a certain widow
who applied for compensation to the
Assistant Commissioner of Labour. In
that instance, I remember, the assis-
tant commissioner was not in a posi-
tion to give any assistance to that
widow. He said, “ You have got your
lawyers ; you can make your claim
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for compensation. All you have to

do is to call for the particular forms,

fill them up, and forward them to
us.” That procedure is very hard

on a poor family or a poor widow. I

think suitable amendments must be

introduced ; or, in the course of im-

plementing these laws, certain other

procedures may be adopted by the

Ministry whereby a widow or a party

who suffers damage can, in the

quickest time, get compensation by
not having to go through the normal
procedure which is so cumbersome.

An application made to the D. R. O.

or an application made to the Assis-

tant Commissioner of Labour, must
be considered sufficient, and, on that
information that an application has
been made by either the party who
had suffered damage or the widow,
action must be taken by the depart-
ment. If there is any procedure to
be observed that must be seen to at

a departmental level rather than get

the widow or that poor person who

has suffered damage to conform to
that procedure.

I would commend to the Hon.
Minister that in the implementation
of the Workmen’s Compensation
Ordinance and also in the procedure
followed, sufficient relief must be
given to the party who has suffered
damages, particularly in the case of
those poor village folk who cannot
obtain legal advice or any form of
assistance because they live far
away from life and from wurban
society. In view of all that, it is
very necessary that assistance must
be given to them forthwith without
resorting to a cumbersome procedure.

. &n. 6.40

0eemNii BNABNDBY
(O_r&L i prapsrser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Perhaps, I can speak with more
authority on the Workmen’s Compen-
sation Ordinance from a practical
point of view than anybody else here,
because I have been a doctor and a
lawyer to most of those who have

sought compensation under this
category.
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(8. erev. &. g Bovaur)
(Mr, L. C. de Silva)

Labour pains !

ocDemndeu BNOINDHBY
(Qi_r&L_ pirsprser)

(Dr, Naganathan)

I can understand that ever since
the L. S. S. P. joined hands with the
S. L. F. P.,, the leaders suffer from
labour pains !

ode Y. DO. cuels
(8T Bl & erer. orih. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We will call upon you to do the
operation.

eV mNSH FHABNNBY
(QuréL_; praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I am prepared to do that also to
help my Friends out of a difficult
situation !

Sir, I am more aware than any-
body else in this House of the practi-
cal difficulties arising from the work-
ing of the Workmen’s Compensation
Ordinance.

Firstly, I must congratulate the
Hon. Minister on the much improved
scale of compensation that has been
now scheduled. But, I wonder if
many of the employers will be in a
position to pay according to the
schedule. Mind you, there are
various contractors and others who
make a little money but they have
no stable standing. I do not think
even the Inland Revenue Department
collects anything from  them,
because they do not know even
their correct addresses. So that,
there must be some form of insur-
ance, compulsory insurance, under
which all employers should be com-
pelled to insure their workers,
whether temporary or permanent,
whether working under a contract or
doing a job in a factory. There must
be some form of insurance of the em-
ployees, depending on the risk in-
volved; so that if any accident takes
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place, they can be paid compensation
quickly. At present, the employer,
though he has to pay compensation,
very often does not pay, or takes time
to pay, or disappears.

Now, Sir, the next point is regard-
ing legal advice. Not only should
there be compulsory insurance of
workmen by every employer, but
also there must be under this scheme
of insurance free legal advice given
to workmen who have been in-
Jured either temporarily or perma-
nently as well as to the heirs or de-
pendants of persons who have been
killed in an accident. I say this be-
cause I know many men who come to
the compensation courts who do not
know anything. They have no money.
They come to me. I do not know
whether it is for some good or evil
I had done in my past life that I have
had to bear the burden of a number
of men who had no money. I am their
lawyer, doctor and proctor. The point
is that I cannot escape responsibility.
If I do not look after them, nobody
will do so, certainly not the Gentle-
men in the Front Benches on the other
side—the labour leaders. I say this
with some experience. There must be
provision made under this scheme of
insurance not only for compensation
to be paid but also for free legal ad-
vice to be given to these men to
conduct their cases in the compensa-
tion courts.

The compensation court acts in a
very liberal and commonsense
manner unlike the labour tribunals
where too much of formality and red
tape has been introduced and an enor-
mous amount of expense is involved.
As 1 said, though I am a doctor, I am
able to help the workmen very often
as a legal adviser, friend and doctor.

The evaluation of compensation,
according to the schedule, for loss of,
or injury to, various parts of the
human body, as my good Friend, the
hon. Joint-Member for Colombo
South had very clearly and forcibly
put it, has a number of anachronisms.
Personally, I have found that our nre-
sent judges or enquirers in these
compensation courts are men of wide
sympathy and understanding ™’ They
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do not stick too closely or too rigidly
to the schedule. When it was pointed
out that sometimes the loss of a limb
or a finger was of less consequence
than any damage that would paralyze
a part of the body, they have appre-
ciated the point and given more com-
pensation for the injury than for the
loss of that finger, limb or toe. It is
the overall effect of injuries
that matters. Sometimes, a man may
not lose any member of his body, but
the accident may cause him a lot of
disabilities—much more than he
would have suffered if he had lost his
limb or finger. I am glad to say that
we have a Minister of Labour who
would understand it. The present
members of the compensation court
have proved it. I think it is my duty
to express it here. They are men of
great understanding, men with
liberal views and a wide knowledge.
It has been a pleasure to work with
them. But I do say that unless the
schedule of injuries and their evalua-
tion are properly amended, their
successors in office, who may not be
so understanding, may strictly and
rigidly stick to the schedule.

I would therefore suggest to the
Hon. Minister, firstly, that the
schedule of injuries and compensation
for loss of various parts of the body
be amended, and secondly, that com-
pulsory insurance be enforced on all
employers of labour, whether tem-
porary or permanent; the insurance
should necessarily provide for com-
pensation to the injured or to the
dependants of the deceased plus

medical and legal aid to contest the
cases.

Once again may I congratulate the
Hon. Minister on Schedule IV. We
confidently await improvements to
the previous schedule. Furthermore
a scheme of compulsory insurance is
necessary.

. &». 6.50

2¢. 8. ¢ 8D Ows.
(Q@ erey, & 19 Hoveur )
(Mr. L. €. de Silva)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I must -
gratulate the hon. Member for ngﬁ-
walao {Mr. Bakeer Markar) for his
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courageous attempt to justify the

compensation figures proposed even

atter the most convincing case was
made out by the hon. Member for

Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
for a complete revision.

As a matter of fact, the hon. Mem-
ber for Beruwala tried to make out
that there was a very big difference
in the amounts of compensation now
proposed and the amounts payable
under the present law. The hon.
Member for Colombo South right
along said that he was discussing the
case of the workman who was alive,
and not the one who was dead. In
fact, he was pointing out the complete
inadequacy of the amounts in column
4 of Schedule IV.

You will find that the allowances
proposed are only a little better than
what we have had all this time. As
you know, the vast majority of the
claims before the compensation
tribunal are from labourers who have
suffered temporary disability, and
the only compensation available to
them is a half-monthly wage.
Really, a person who was entitled to
Rs. 30 now gets Rs. 54. That was
what the hon. Member for Beruwala
was trying to justify.

To the workman there is not much
difference between the Rs. 54 he will
get now and the Rs. 30 he got as far
back as 1935. I think we should be
ashamed of this half-monthly wage.
We cannot expect a person who
earns Rs. 200 a month to live on a
paltry sum of Rs. 54. This is ridicu-
lous considering the fact that he has
also to maintain his family.

I think, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
should agree to send this before a
Standing Committee. Another
important amendment he should have
thought of along with this is one to
solve the major problem that
workmen are facing in getting com-
pensation from their employers after
they are injured until an order is
made by the Commissioner for
Workmen’s Compensation.

In the matter of the payment of
half-monthly wages, the Commis-
sioner is unable to makei-anyorder

Rewldm @535 QeFVEw
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until and unless a full inquiry has
been held. There should be some
provision made in the law to enable
the commissioner to make an interim
order. Once the employer admits
that the workman had been employed
by him and that the accident did
occur, at that stage, the commissioner
should be able to make an interim
order for the payment of compensa-
tion. Otherwise, when a case drags
on for a couple of years that poor
workman cannot even live to see the
result of his claim. This is a very
important matter and I would
request the hon, Parliamentary
Secretary when he considers bringing
further amendments before this
House to make provision to enable
the Commissioner to make an
interim order.

I do not want to take the time of
the House but I would only remind
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
again of the necessity to have a
scheme of compulsory insurance to
enable a workman who is entitled to
compensation to recover the compen-
sation. Today, most employers try
to dodge the question, and even those
who genuinely want to pay the
compensation are unable to find the
money to pay it. The answer to this
question is, therefore, the
introduction of a compulsory scheme
of insurance.

I trust the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary will even at this stage,
agree to this Bill being referred to a
Standing Committee before it is
finally accepted.

g &n. 6.55
ofd. @l awd TMHSEHED Y.

(8. eril. gyr. Lwaw LIGRT LT T BT UI&S)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I just want to make one or two
points in the time available to me.
First of all, I would like to say that
T am not going to talk about the
quantum of compensation. Suffi-
cient has already been said by the
hon. Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) and the
hon. Member for Balapitiya (Mr. L.
C. de Silva), on that subject. Of
course, one appreciates the problem
of ithe Government in ever trying to
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compensate persons suffering from
permanent disability. It is very
difficult to set up a money
value on limbs or lives but there is
one aspect of the matter which, I
think, the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary’s attention might be drawn
to and that is this.

The Government in its last Throne
Speech announced a new departure,
its intention to make the Crown liable
in tort. That intention unfortunately
has not been reflected in the Work-
men’s Compensation Ordinance and,
I think, it is high time when we are
introducing amendments that we
should no longer make it depend
upon a petition of right or upon the
existence of a contract but make it a
legal obligation binding upon the
State, where the State itself is the
employer, to be bound by the same
terms which will bind private
employers in the future. In other
words, you will find once you
examine the Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Ordinance, that under the
existing law where the Government
is the employer, although it ought to
be a model employer, it is not bound
as a matter of legal obligation to pay
workmen’s compensation to its own
employees. If, indeed, it is the
intention of this Government as
declared in the Throne Speech to
make the Crown liable in tort, I see
no reason, while we are amending
this law, why we should not equally
make it a matter of obligation on the
part of the Government by reason of
Government functions coming in in
industries, in nationalized services
and in so many other new fields ? Why
should workmen employed by the
Government be placed at a disadvan-
tage irrespective of whether their
obligations arise in contract or in tort
due to either fault or negligence or
independent of fault or negligence ? If
the Workmen’s Compensation Ordi-
nance is to apply it must be made to
apply to all employees alike and
without  discrimination  between
them.

The second matter which T would
draw the attention of the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary is this. Some
graduation should be made in the

4380
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scale of half-monthly payment of
compensation. It is the earliest
period after a person sustains an
injury that the amount pf money
that he requires for medical treat-
ment is at its highest, partlpularly in
regard to transport facilities. It 1s
not sufficient to say that hospital
treatment is free. People have still
to get to the hospital. They must be
in a position to get there from their
homes, to stand in queues, to wait
long hours patiently outside hospitals
in order to get the benefit of treat-
ment which might perhaps result in
saving a permanent disfigurement
into a temporary disablement.
Therefore, in the assessment of these
figures one must take into account
the realities of the situation ; some
action will have to be taken to
provide some additional payment
during the earlier period after an
injury has been sustained to cover
the necessary expenses of medical
treatment and to ensure that, for
example, the dangerous consequences
of an injury are minimized and do
not result in permanent disablement.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not
propose to say anything further,
except that I associate myself with
the comments of the hon. Member
for Nallur (Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan)
in regard to the need for compul-
sory insurance, workmen’s compen-
sation insurance, in reference to
employers of no particular sub-
stance who are sometimes not in a
position to meet their obligations to
their own workers.
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It being 7 p.v., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned

Debate to be resumed
on Saturda
January, 1966. de
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Motion made, and Question proposed,

“That the House do now adjourn ”’.—
[Hon. C. P. de Silva.]

DE®BY oeHhuYNee O
WE® GS OBI L)

(8. off. Qera@erev—gluwar ymsgs
‘56}4'5'()

(Mr. V. Jonklaas—Appointed Member)

In view of the recent visit of the
Industrial and Trade Mission to the
German Democratic Republic, will

the Hon. Prime Minister inform the
House of the Government’s attitude

(e

towards the German Democratic
Republic ? Will he also make a
statement on the Rhodesian
question ?

¢a@33c& Y. 99, cweds
(sorpG erer. erb. QUGTsT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There are two matters which I
wish to raise.

I am sorry the Hon. Minister of
Posts and Telecommunications is
not here but I hope the Hon.
Minister of State will convey this
to him. It is a curious thing that
for a number of days now my tele-

phone is out of order from 6 o’clock
in the evening.

oG ¢8. DO. @i ¥. L8wewmE e
(gmssy om tiotd By DO BEAe
@OB)

(Osarresr 9. erth. yi. ar. milGasree—

SN, FOTFTT 6HIETr OUDEF FIT )

(The Hon. I. M. R, A. Iriyagolle—

Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)

My telephone too is out of order.

Bewidmy O35 LeDCK
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(soor @ erer. erib. QUGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The same telephone which goes
out of order at 6 o'clock in the
evening is in order at 6 o’clock in
the morning. I have ceased to
complain, and if this is one way of
tiking petty revenge, I do not mind
that.

ad DRE ot BNBNG
(Qzerrey 1 ofl Cor@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No !

GHndan 255, 2. cuscld
(sorflG erer. erib. QUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All that I can say is that under
the benevolent dispensation of my
good Friend, the Major, the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications has
gone down in regard to the quality
of its work. There was never a
time when the department has been
so bad as it is now.

Obviously there is something
wrong at the centre, because the
telephone that goes out of order at
6 o’clock in the evening is all right
at 6 o'clock in the morning. From
6 o’clock in the evening till 6 o’clock
in the morning it is out of order.

oé E8wemE e

(Qasormrey FRLGsTO)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Ours is the other way about.

@mnde Y. 9. cueld
(srf & erer. orib. @u@ra_wr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Naturally. It is more useful to
you at that time.

The other matter is this. Earlier
I tried to persuade Mr. Speaker to
permit a debate on the question of
the University disturbances and the
attack by the police on the
students.

I would not have raised this
question if we felt that the terms of
reference of the committee ap-
pointed to investigate the matter of
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the disturbances at the University
covered the police excesses on that
day. As I read them, the terms of
reference do not cover the police
excesses. The terms of reference
cover the incidents prior to or lead-
ing up to the incidents of that day
but not, according to my reading,
the conduct of the police. If the
conduct of the police is not included
in the terms of reference, I would
like to know from the Hon. Prime
Minister whether it is not desirable
to include that too.

In this connexion, may I also point
out that after the disturbances in
Colombo a settlement was arrived
at and one of the points of the
settlement was that library facili-
ties will be available to the students
freely from 15th December onwards;
but as a result of the disturbance
that took place in Kandy, the whole
campus, in Kandy and in Colombo,
was declared closed and library
facilities are not available to the
students. A number of students
stayed back in Colombo—students
who are doing law and studying for
various degrees who want to use the
library facilities in order o get on
with their studies. They are now
debarred from using the library.
Some arrangement should be made
by way of either special permission
or permits, so that students may
apply and obtain permission to
make use of the library facilities.
This has caused serious hardship to
some of the students.

g on 1.5
ofed. 8. Desed DL Ndmncz S

(D . orl). Q. LW LSTLTTETLES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I wish to raise a matter pertain-
ing to holidays. The Holidays Act
has already been passed. The
Governor-General has signified his
assent to the Bill passed by this
House.

I remember that in the course of
the discussion of the Bill in this
House, the Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs gave this House the assurance
that the total number pofi.holidays
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4384
oE @

which the people will get under the
new dispensation would certainly
be no less than the number of holi-
days under the old dispensation. I do
not think there was any controversy
about the Poya days being made holi-
days so far as the House was con-
cerned, and I think all co-operation
was extended to the Government to
have the Bill passed.

However, nobody is yet quite clear
in regard to what the holidays are
going to be. I am not talking about
the Poya days at all. Under the old
law as it existed till 1965, we in this
country enjoyed 52 Sundays as holi-
days. In addition, there were 12 Poya
days given as statutory holidays by
Ministerial order. There were also a
certain number of public holidays
assigned. I believe, Poya days being
49 in number as against 52 Sundays,
the Minister has made the adjust-
ment by giving three other holi-
days—I1st January and to other days.
I have no quarrel at all with that,
but the fact remains that so far as
workers are concerned there will be
a shortfall of holidays. In the old
days they had 52 Sundays plus
12 Poya days as holidays, making 64,
and other public holidays which, I
assume, remained constant. Now,
under the new law they will be
getting 49 Poya days plus three other
days, including National Heroes’
Day, as holidays, but the 12 Poya
holidays which existed earlier are
lost. The net result is going to be
that so far as the workers are con-
cerned, they will lose 12 holidays.

1 think the solution to this prob-
lem would be for the Hon. Minister
to give the House the assurance that
he would make the necessary adjust-
ments to compensate workers for
what has already been lost. I think
the Hon. Minister gave that
assurance in the House, but to this
date nothing practical hag been done.
No administrative order or Gazette
notification has come out. The only
thing that has been issued is a
Gazette notification laying down the
number of Poya days and declaring
what the Pova days are. We have
no quarrel about that. but it is our
hope that before Christmas, if pos-
sible,.or before the New Year at
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least, the Hon. Minister will be able
to give some meaning to the propo-
sals.

The second matter to which I
should like to draw the attention of
the Hon. Minister is the need to
declare the half day previous to the
Poya day as a holiday, even by
administrative arrangement. When
the Bill was debated the Hon. Minis-
ter said that he would do something
about it. I am personally aware that
in the law courts, at least, nobody
seems to know where we stand.
Cases are being fixed for days prior
to the Poya days. The net result is
that all those cases will have to be
postponed again, and unnecessary
costs will have to be incurred by the
parties who have got to summon wit-
nesses. All manner of difficulties
arise by not having sufficient time to
implement the administrative
arrangement. Therefore, if it is the
intention of the Hon. Minister to en-
sure that the day prior to the Poya
day shall be a half day correspond-
ing to the present Saturday arrange-
ment, I think the Hon. Minister
should take timely action in order to
avoid a lot of unnecessary expendi-
ture and difficulty. Although 1
spoke of the law courts, it is not only
in the law courts that this problem
arises. It arises elsewhere, too,
~ Government departments have to be
kept open at particular times.
Nobody knows where he stands. If the
Hon. Minister intends to preserve
the half holiday prior to the Poya

day, it will be as well if it is
so declared.

&¢. &n. 7.9

oxY. WDED. ofdmua® Ow.
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(8m. Cs. rLQeryy. GCgeprusi—sap
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(Mr. K. W. Devanayagam—Kalkudah)

I would like to raise a matter of
urgency—the distress that is prevail-
ing in the Batticaloa District as a
result of heavy floods. Batticaloa has
been cut off by rail and by road,
thousands of families have been ren-
dered homeless and crops have been
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damaged. In these circumstances
temnporary relief will not be suifficient
unless the Government considers
giving these persons at least a week’s
free rations and other relief till they
are rehabilitated. I hope that the
Minister cf Food and the Minister of
Social Services will see that early
relief is granted to these people.

g. &n. 7.40

2. SO
(8¢ c8dy)
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B

(M. S.
ruppu)

I wish to raise three matters today.

First, I wish to associate myself
with what the hon. Member for
Kalkudah said about the distress
that is prevailing in the Batticaloa
District. The recent rains have caused
very great floods in the Batticaloa
District. As a result, large acreages
of cultivation have failed, houses
have gone under water and it might
end up, perhaps, in the breaching of
tanks. There is a general state of dis-
tress prevailing there. 1 would like
the Minister of Social Services to ask
the Government Agent to make an
appraisal of all the distress caused
and see that some immediate relief
is made available to those people.

The other matter relates to the
Ministry of Education. Physical
Training Instructors have not been
employed as such for several years
in maha vidyalayas and other institu-
tions where physical training is
necessary. Instead, Physical Training
Instructors who have the basic quali-
fication of the S.S.C. have been em-
ployed as S.S.C.-teachers and their
training exploited by the Education
Department for several years with-
out their appointments being regu-
larized.

I believe that there are about 52
persons who have undergone courses
in physical training. They are em-
ployed on the basis of their S.S.C.
qualification, paid the salary of a
S.5.C. teacher but used as Physical
Training Instructors in maha vidya-
layas. Not only should the Hon.
Minister appoint Physical Training

S B D Do

M. Rasamanickam—Paddi-
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instructors to all the maha vidyalayas
and the large primary schools in the
Island but he should also forthwith
see that he regularizes the position
of those persons who are already em-
ployed and have been rendering that
service in schools for the last several
years.

This is a matter I wish to point
out to him very forcibly. I think this
is a problem faced by many other
hon. Members too. I have made
several representations to the Educa-
tion Department about this matter
but nothing has been done. I hope,
now that this is the end of the year,
at least by the first of January next
year money provision will be made
so as to enable the Education Depart-
ment to regularize the position of sll
those qualified Physical Training
Instructors who are now emploved as
S.S.C. qualified teachers. Thereafter
the Hon. Minister should see that
more such instructors are appointed
on the proper scale. I need hardly
stress that physical training is a very
necessary part of school life in this
country today and I hope the Hon.
Minister will take note of what I
have said.

The third matter which I wish to
raise relates to the question of un-
employed graduates. This subject
has been much discussed in the past.
Quite a large number of students
from the Ceylon University—both in
Science and Arts—passing out as
graduates year after year are un-
employed. There are a large number
of graduates of Indian universities
too who have not been able to find
employment. The Education Depart-
ment has been the largest field of
employment for these graduates in
the past. For the last few years very
few graduates have been recruited by
the Education Department. I believe
there are a large number of vacan-
cies for science teachers and for
teachers of subjects like Geography,
Economics, Civies and so on and so
forth. No attempt is being made by
the Education Department to recruit
graduates. I wish to point out to him
that there are a large number of va-
cancies in my own province, In, the
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Eastern Province there are a large
number of vacancies for graduates,
but some attempt must be made by
the Hon. Minister to formulate a
scheme by which these graduates
would be given employment at least
in the new year.

There is one other matter ot
importance which I wish to bring to
the notice of the Hon. Minister of
Education and the Hon. Miinster of
Land, Irrigation and Power. Recently,
applications were called from quali-
fied engineers for the award of Com-
monwelath  scholarships in the
United Kingdom. I believe three or
four qualified engineers applied
through the Irrigation Departmeni.
Three of them were First Class

- Honours graduates and one was a

Second Class Lower Honours
Graduate. These applications were
received by the Director of Irrigation.
Out of these four applicants, two were
recommended. One was a First Class
Honours graduate in Engineering and
the other was the man who held a
Second Class Lower Honours degree
in the same examination. The man
who had the Second Class Lower
Honours degree happened to be a son
of one of the higher-ups in the Irri
gation Department. The Director oi
Irrigation recommended these two
applicants and did not recommend the
other two persons. The men he did
not recommend were two First Class
Honours graduates.

I want to know how the Director
of Irrigation came to recommend a
Second Class Lower Honours
graduate in preference to a First
Class Honours graduate for the award
of these scholarships. I would like
the Hon. Minister of Education and
the Hon. Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power to go into this matter.

g. e, 7.18

BcsonE cs,

(B guitary.)

(Mr. Jayakody)

oS Bewfds  BDOrnean®B,
OB G OIBees  sdmwn
G BOO gewed WEHD. eI DY Q4
gexes BeBCensY LEOd Dx G¢8ee



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4389
DG 8@
[Hwe:nd @]

< = 1 3 "\-.;;—';u o =)
FPO.ags cHgm el ou€dw seen

B85f @6 BeRD. B @ims
dnensy o HIYSBw B8 @&ads

ewm O ged EHEHw men &8O I
8l B 900 eoned ewEDw WEBY O
RO godsY WO smen. I B 8

B 8wsy Dnewsy BIm, gowmes
Semcensy ©®8S ew ownddsy
8e® ScxmGewnsy ©wdn Ym  hd

ghewsy WO
BEecdgz
@ G,

W) wHEe® J;{BD
CWBCLY BICS e O

o S8weamE ¢

(Osorres mFiwGsTraoe)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Jo® 508 am ®cov P’

Scsomnd .

(Bw. guédsry)

(Mr. Jayakody)

D DG GO V. T e&me?
amd 6en) 6B HOG g, ¢ReSwsT
AWO ) Wés¥esy NBD HOGD
NBc®sY echexmnd gD GLB3
A, D B, OB cIxE HNED
ernWé D ey B8O T/ B8edgw
G DY s B OO - @undn
DG enedsY 9C G 8BS,

g. &n. 7.19

aé DAE o’ sNsNed

(Qaorre 1 afl Ca@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Three  questions
addressed to me, one about the
German question, the other the
Rhodesian, and the third on the
Peradeniya University.

have been

On all three I shall endeavour to
make a statement. As far as this
Government is concerned, its over-
all position is that the German
people should be reunited and that
we should act in such a manner as
to permit this to be done. We do not
believe that any action which
emphasizes the division of Germany
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4390
2 D8®

would be conducive to the reunifica-
tion of the German people. The
Government therefore does not pro-
pose to change the existing pattern of
relationship and extend diplomatie
recognition to the German Democra-
tic Republic. This does not of
course mean that we will not have
other relations with the German
Democratic Republic. We will con-
tinue to have commercial, economic
and cultural relations with it.

The logical progression from this
point would be, what is the Govern-
ment’s attitude on the means of
achievement of reunification? As
far as this Government is concerned,
it is of the view that reunification of
divided countries should be on the
basis of self-determination. This
policy was clearly enunciated at the
Conference of non-aligned States
held in Cairo in October 1964. The
declaration made by that conference
on this general subject reads as
follows :

“The Conference solemnly reaffirms
the right of peoples to self-determination
and to make their own destiny.”

This was propounded as a general
principle. Specifically on the sub-
ject of divided nations, the declara-
tion states as follows :

“The conference considers that one of
the causes of international tension lies in
the problem of divided nations. It ex-
presses its entire sympathy with the
peoples of such countries and upholds
their desire to achieve unity. It exhorts
the countries concerned to seek a just and
lasting solution in order to achieve the
unification of their territories by peace-
ful methods without outside interference
or pressure. It considers that the resort
to threat or force can lead to no satis-
factory settlement; it cannot do other-

wise than jeopardize international
security. ”’

Summarized, the view of this
Government is that every effort
should be made towards the reunifi-
cation of Germany. It also feels that
such a reunification should be
achieved through the principle of
self-determination.

Now I come -to the question of
Rhodesia. The House may be aware
of recent events in Rhodesia where
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a government representing the white
minority in that country illegally
declared its independence of
Britain on the 11th of November
1965.

I would therefore like to take this
opportunity to set out the attitude of
this Government to the whole
Rhodesian question and to give hon.
Members an indication of the
measures that we have taken or are
proposing to take in order to express
our deep displeasure at the turn of
events in that country.

Rhodesia has a population of
220,000 settlers of European origin
and over 4 million indigenous Afri-
cans. The electoral franchise is
almost entirely in the hands of this
white settler population, only an in-
significant number of 12,000 Africans
being enfranchised ; and this has re-
sulted in a government wholly re-
presentative of the white settlers.

On this last point, the Rhodesian
Government claimed to be also
representative of the tribal chiefs and
headmen, but since the latter are
themselves unrepresentative of the
large mass of the African population
it does not invalidate the premise
that the present Rhodesian Govern-
ment represents only the white
settler population and that the
Africans are therefore denied any
voice in the Government of their own
country. It was only natural that
agitation for fundamental democratic
rights for the acceptance of the
principle, one man one vote, should
begin to manifest itself.

While the Africans were making
these demands the Rhodesian Gov-
ernment too was simultaneously
making demands of their own. They
demanded from Britain, the adminis-
tering power, immediate indepen-
dence based on the Constitution then
in force, which would have had the
effect of entrenching for ever the
privileged position which they
presently enjoy. When it became
clear that Britain was not going to
concede this, the Rhodesian Govern-
ment took matters into"'$h&ir " own
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hands and, as I said earlier, illegally
and unilaterally declared their
independence on 11th November 1965.

The very next day the Government
of Ceylon, as hon. Members will
recall, refused to recognize this
so-called declaration of independence
by Rhodesia and indicated that it
would act in concert with the
countries of the Commonwealth and
the United Nations in helping to
restore constitutional government
and the rule of law in that country.
Consequently, bearing in mind the
United Nations Security Council
Resolution of 22nd November 1965,
which among other things calls upon
all states to do their utmost in order
to break all economic relations with
Rhodesia including an embargo on oil
and petroleum products, the Govern-
ment of Ceylon has decided to sever
all trade and economic ties with
Rhodesia. In addition, the Govern-
ment of Ceylon has already taken the
following measures against Rhodesia :

1, By Gazette Notification dated
22nd November 1965, the Hon.
Minister of Finance has excluded

Rhodesia from the list of
scheduled territories.
2. All financial transactions with

Rhodesia now require the special

approval of the Controller of
Exchange.

3. All passports and other travel
documents issued on or after
11th November 1965 by the
present regime in Rhodesia, or
pre-U. D. 1. passports renewed
after 11th November 1965 by the
111egal_ regime are not being
recognized by the Government of
Ceylon. Holders of such travel
documents will not be allowed to
dx_sembark. in Ceylon, nor will
visas be issued to them.

The Government of Ceylon will
continue to watch the situation in
Rhodesia and will take from time to
time such further measures against
Rhodesia as it deems necessary. In
this connection, the Government hag
alsq taken note of the action taken
against Rhodesia by Britain on
whom, as the administering power
we feel. the primary responsibilitj;
for dealing with the Rhodesian re-
beilion rests, and we must say that
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we have expressed our doubts
whether the limited measures laken
by that country are adequate to
quell swiftly and decisively the re-
bellion of an unprincipled minority
such as has occurred in Rhodesia.
While we share with Britain the
horror of military action in colving
problems of this nature, we strongly
feel that if Britain does not soon puvt
down the rebellion in Rhodesia,
other grave consequences may arise
not only for Africa but even for the
1 peace of the world. We therefore
urge on Britain as the administering
power that more determined action
by it, which should not exclude the
| use of military force, is necessary if a
satisfactory solution of the problem
is to be achieved and the democratic
rights of the indigenous majority in
Rhodesia are to be ensured.

Now, the third matter—

wnBes DY, 0. cwedd

(sorflE orer. ertd. QuGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

If the Hon, Prime Minister would
not mind, do you intend accepting
the invitation to go to Lagos?

o DRC o NINGD

(Quorras Lt ofl Co@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

This country is accepting the
invitation, but I may not be going
personally.

With regard to the question raised
about the university, the terms of the
commission are with regard to the
events leading to the strike. The
activities of the police will be inves-
tigated through the normal proce-
dure by which police action is
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investigated.—[Interruption]. These
can be matters of court proceedings
now.

aé S8uomC e

(Cserrey mifluGasreve)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

With regard to the appointment of
physical training instructors we ex-
pect in future one or two of the
teachers in every school to take up
the work of physical training instruc-

tors because we are unable to
recruit so many extra-curricular
teachers. There is no quesiion cf

physical training instructors being
recruited in the future.

Sres@ By e Dt
(8. @rrswrenflsstd)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

What about those who are in
employment ? :

aé 88wom@ G
(Qserras FAluG@sTe)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

They are S. S. C.-qualified teachers,
and as they know physical training
they are asked to teach physical
training. You cannot have it both
ways. They are employed as
S. S. C.-qualified teachers.

On the question of unemployed
graduates, we have the proper ratio
of graduate teachers. Of course,
there may be a few vacancies which
will be filled in the very near future
after advertising in the newspapers.
There is a shortage of science gra-
duates, but fortunately we have got
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enough science graduates in Tamil
schools. We ask the excess Tamil
science graduates to learn Sinhala
and if possible to teach in Sinhala.
Of course, they cannot teach in
Sinhalese Maha Vidyalayas. We will
appoint them if they will go through
a course of training in Sinhala before
appointment. We have recruited
some who promised to learn Sinhala
after appointment, but what happen-
ed was that they got their appoint-
ments, went into the schools and said
they could not teach in Sinhala and
asked that they be sent to Jaffna. We
will not make that mistake in future.
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It being 7.30 p.M., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned the House without Question
put.

Adjourned accordingly until
2 P.M., on Saturday, 8th
January 1966, pursuant to the
Resolution of the House this

Day.
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