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The House met at 10 a.nv., MR. DEPUTY
SPEAKER [MR. S. C. SHIRLEY COREA] in the
Chair.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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PROVIDENT FUND FOR REGISTRARS OF
MARRIAGES
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(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs :

. What progress has been made regard-

ing the proposal for the setting up of
a provident fund for regisirars of
marriages ?
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(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—Minis-
ter of Home Affairs)
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(v suTprusi geuraser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Before the hon. Member asks
Question No. 2, on the Order Paper,
I wish to point out that some parts
of it do not come within the purview
of the Hon. Minister of Communica-
fions. Since the Question appears on
the Order Paper, the Hon. Minister
may answer it, if he wishes to.

The hon. Membker for Kolonnawa
may ask his Question
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asked the Minister of Communica-
tions : (a) What did Air Ceylon pay
for the “Nord” aircraft ? (b) Who
are the local agents for the “ Nord”
aircraft ? (¢) What commission did
the local agents raceive on the sale of
the “ Nord ” aircraft to Air Ceylon ?
(d) Did a “Nord” aircraft crash in
the United States? (e) Were all
“Nord ” aircraft in the United States
grounded for some time ? (f) What
were the reasons for the grounding of
the “Nord” aircraft in the United
States ? (g) What modifications were
made in the plane ? (h) Did a suffi-
cient period elapse for the modifica-
tions to be tested out thoroughly ? (j)
Did 'the Department of Civil Aviation
give their unqualified approval of the
“Nord ” aircraft ? (k) Have the pilots
made any representations about the
“Nord ” aircraft ? (I) Other than the
incident at Trincomalee, have there
been other difficulties reported by the
pilots about the “ Nord” aircraft ?

ad 3. OC. 8. n&ded
G1O3)
(Qzorrey . erev. (9. g_m;ﬂ@é)ev—@urré@
T G g DUDEFFIT) -
(The Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle—Minister
of Communications)
(b)

(a) 2,776,860 French Francs.
De Soysa & Company Limited, 201,
Kew Road, Colombo 2.
known. (d) No. (e) Yes, by the
suspension on 12th August, 1966, by
the Federal Aviation Agency, of the
Certificates of Airworthiness of
twelve aircraft operated by Lake
Central Airlines. The suspension
was withdrawn on 2nd November
1966 subject to Lake Central Airlines
complying with the conditions set out
at (g) below. (f) The “ Neord.? was
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grounded in the United States fo_llow-
ing certain incidents which consisted,
each time, in the breaking up of one
turbiné wheel, pieces being thrown
out and damaging the engine nacelle,
some pieces hitting the fuselage. In
no case did the damaged engine break
loose from the aircraft, which landed
normally (g) The following condi-
tions were imposed on Lake Central
Airlines by the Federal Aviation
Agency as conditional to withdrawal
of the suspension of the Certificates
of Airworthiness: (i) installation of
air borne vibration monitoring equip-
ment ; (ii) installation of zero time
engines as failures in that airline
were related to over-heating and
improper engine re-lighting proce-
dures and all other engines in that
airlines were therefore liable to have
suffered similar misuse; (iii) re-
location of auto-feather arm switches;
(iv) modification of power lever
flight idle detent to make it more
difficult to override inadvertently the
idle stop; (v) separation of the
ground re-fuel and cross-fuel lines ;
(vi) installation of an oil pressure
warning light in addition to the pres-
sure gauge provided ; (vii) modifica-
tion of exhaust gas temperature
gauge dial with new markings and
colour zones ; (viii) marking of mini-
mum fuel flow figure on dial of flow
meter ; (ix) luminous marking to be
provided on the power lever quad-
rant to indicate the position for
engine starting. (h) The Federal
Aviation Agency permitted the air-
craft to fly immediately after the
modifications listed at (g) above had
been incorporated on the aircraft.
(j) Yes, after the modifications at
(g) above were incorporated on the
aircraft purchased by Air Ceylon. All
these were effected, in terms of the
contract, at the manufacturer’s
expense. (k) No representations
had been made to Air Ceylon or to
me about the “Nord” aircraft by ‘the
pilots of Air Ceylon. (1) Besides the
incident at Trincomalee, no other
snags, regarded as unusual in an air-
line’s operation, have been reported
by the pilots in raspect of the “Nord”
aircraft. It is normal practice for
all snags encountered on the aircraft
o rbedreported by the pilots at the
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end of a flight, and rectification is
done by the engineering division
thereafter. Snags have been reported
by pilots in respect of the “ Nord ” air-
craft in the same manner as they had
been reported in respect of the other
aircraft fiying in the airline.
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
From what date was Mr. S. Wijekoone,
Sub-Postmaster, Kurupanawela, in-
terdicted ? (b) Why was he interdic-
ted ? (¢) When was a disciplinary in-
quiry held against him ? (d) When
was he reinstated on the orders of the
Postmaster-General ? (e) Is he aware
that the order for reinstatement was
withdrawn the very day he resumed
duties ? (f) Will he take action to re-
insltate this officer as it is already ac-
cepted that he is not guilty ? (g) It
not, why ?
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(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance—on
behalf of the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Was the Rev.
Kapuduwe Nandasiri Thero given a
new appointment to 2/Senarat
Maha Vidyalaya (Kurupanawela)?
(b) From what date does it take
effect? (¢) What are the educational
qualifications on the basis of which
he was given this appointment? (d)
If he is a graduate, what are the sub-
jects in which he has failed? (c) What
is the policy on the basis of which
this appointment was given?
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(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion and Cultural Affairs)
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MR. G. K. DIAS, SUBSTITUTE, NILDANDAHINNA
SUB~-POST OFFICE
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications: (a)
Is he aware that Mr. G. K. Dias serv-
ed as a registered substitute in the
Nildandahinna Sub-Post Office ? (b)
Is he aware that he was on medical
leave from 7.1.66 to 25.1.66 ? (c) Is
he aware that, although he was on
medical leave, he has been dismissed
from service on the ground that he
participated in the strike of 8.1.66 ?
(d) If an injustice has been done to
him, will he take action to set the
matter right ? (e) if not, why ?
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(Mr. Wimalasena—on behalf of the
Minister of Public Works, Posts and
Telecommunications)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications (a) Is
he aware that Messrs. Muthiah & Co.,
which accepted the contract for the
construction of the C. T. O. building,
Colombo, filed action against the
Government for damages ? (b) Is he
aware that the Attorney-General did
not avpear as the defendant in this
case ? (c¢) Is he aware that judgement
was given in favour of the comov-
lainant after an ex-varte trial, as the
Attorney-General did not apvear in
this case ? (d) How manvy lakhs of
rupe=s did the Government have to
pav Messrs. Muthiah & Co. in terms
of the judgement ?
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Did any officer
of the Government Valuation Depart-
ment take steps to value any property
in the Kahawatta, Nalagama or
Puwakdandawa villages in the West
Giruwa Pattu of the Hambantota
District at any time from the begin-
ning of 1963 to the end of June 1967 ?
(b) If so, whose properties were so
valued ? (¢) Did the officers who
undertook these valuations visit the
properties? (d) If so, have they
submitted any travelling claims and
have they been paid ?
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(Mr. Jayasuriya—on behalf of the
Minister of Land, Irrigation and Power)

(a) Yes. Ten properties assessed
for capital value have been traced.
In each case an inspector or inspec-
tors and an assistant wvaluer have
taken steps to value the property
before final approval by a senior
assistant valuer or the Chief Valuer.
(b) The claimants to ownership of
the 10 properties referred to in (a)
are given below :

. H. M. D. Carolis Appuhamy

1
2. H. D. Sawhamy
3

. K. H. Premaratne, L. H. Davith
Singho and R. Weerasiri

. K. Vipassi Thero
5. K. G. Ariyapala

6. D. Waidyaratne and P. Dantha-
narayana

7. D. Waidyaratne

8. P. A. Denagama, G. A. Carolis,
K. P. Don Mathenis and
W. Piyasena

9. Armis Silva Thuduwawatte,
Arthur Thuduwawatta

10. Not given.

S

(c) Every property has been ins-
pected by at least one officer. (d)
Several thousands of travelling
claims made over 5 years will have
to be gone through to answer this
and more time is necessary.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[25th July].

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time ”.—[The Hon. Wanninayake].

Question again proposed.
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4 COVERNMENT MUST PREVENT FOREIGN
EXPLOITATION OF TEA

The future of Ceylon tea could be
assured only if the Government steps in
to break the control that foreign interests
have over its blending and marketing
abroad.

This is the view of Mr. Eric F. Sidler,
Director of International Operations of
the ‘Wall Street Journal’, who was
here to study Ceylon’s climate for foreign
investment. His journal proposes bring-
ing out a two-page. issue on Ceylon
shortly.

In an interview with ‘The Times of
Ceylon’ after discussions yesterday with
the Minister of Finance and the Minister
of Commerce and Trade, Mr. Sidler said
Ceylon was losing a great deal by her tea
exports being controlled by foreign inter-
ests.

Ceylon’s high quality teas, which
fetched a high premium, were being ex-
ploited by certain foreign interests to sell
inferior teas from her competitors.

Although Government intervention was
generally to be frowned on, in the
present instance it was advisable because
the Ceylon investor had no strength to
compete with the foreign interests,

The Government should obtain the
services of internationally reputed
blenders and packers of tea and do the
blending and packing under strict super-
vision to prevent the value of Ceylon’s
higsh ouality teas being reduced in the
near future.”
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Why does the hon. Parliamentary

Secretary take it as a reference to
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I am also a lawyer, but that does
not mean that it was a reference to
me.
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(Mr. M. M. Mustapha—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Social

Services)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Hon.
Minister of Finance made a full and
detailed review of the performance
of our economy during the last
year and particularly with regard
to the impact it has had during the
current financial year. He has also
made his proposals for the next
financial year and told us how he

proposes to collect the money
required to finance the various
services.

Economic development is some-
thing above party politics and,
therefore, the Budget Debate is an
occasion for hon. Members on both
sides of the House to put their heads
together and make wuseful and
constructive suggestions which the
Government could act upon. How-
ever, it is regrettable that the con-
tent of the various speeches coming
from the opposite side did not have
this end in view. For instance, the
other day I was listening to a very
long and interesting speech from the
hon. Member for Kalutara (Mr.
Cholmondeley Goonewardene). After
he finished his speech I found that
he had spoken on every subject
except the Budget and that he had
also touched upon all the countries
in the world except Ceylon. Then
again I listened to the hon. Member
for Matara (Mr. Tudawe) of
the Communist Party when he
made his speech. He made a viru-
lent attack on the Government for
the only reason that it is getting aid
and loans from the cavitalist coun-
tries. The gravamen of his charge
was that we were not getting aid
and loans from the socialist roun-
tries. T entirely agree with him on
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that matter because he was merely
expressing the policy of the party
to which he belongs. But I must
remin]l him that as far as this
Government is concerned those
views are contrary to its policy in
these matters.

We believe that a loan is a loan
from whatever source it comes.
Whether it be from the capitalist
countries or from the socialist coun-
tries, this Government unhesita-
tingly would take up the attitude
that the practice of obtaining loans
is a very bad and undesirable one.
That is why, Sir, this Government
wants to build an independent
national economy in this country.

When in 1947 we attained inde-
pendence we also inherited a
deformed and backward industry,
which was purely of an agricultural
nature. The foreign rulers were
only interested in exploiting the
agricultural resources of this coun-
try to produce what the industrial
West required for their consump-
tion and as raw-material for their
industries. They deliberately dis-
couraged any form of industrial
development on our soil because
they realized—we cannot blame
them for it—that, in the final
analysis, to do so would be detri-
mental to their own interests.

We are today discussing the
twentieth Budget of independent
Ceylon and I think that hon. Mem-
bers, irrespective of the side on
which they are seated, will agree
with me when I say that it is a sad
commentary on successive govern-
ments that ruled Ceylon for the last
twenty years that the general pat-
tern of the import-export economy
that we inherited from the colonial
masters still remains substantially
unchanged. Today we are depend-
ing on the exvort earnings of certain
primary products for the importa-
tion of our industrial requirements.

The other day, in the course of
his sneech, the Hon. Min‘ster of
Finance bemoaned the fact that
there was a sharp decline in our
export earnings because of the

1967 gecded 8
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decline in the prices that our pro-
ducts fetch in the world market.
Well, this is something for which
neither the Government nor the
Minister of Finance nor even the
people of this country can be blamed.
in 1act, you will agree with me when
I say that the living conditions of
our people are conditioned by what
is happening in other parts of the
world rather than by what is hap-
pening in Ceylon, ani if this sort of
thing is allowed to continue, I say,
Finance Ministers may come and
Finance Ministers may go, they
might draft any kind of budget, but
the Budget will continue to be only
an instrument for robbing Peter to
pay Paul within our country. It
will not be the driving force to
control the economy of Ceylon.

What can the Hon. Minister of
Finance do when we have to depend
primarily on the export earnings
from certain exportable articles
produced in this country ? No
Finance Minister of this country
can dictate to another country what
prices it should pay for our pro-
ducts. So hon. Members who speak
so vociferously and loudly about
non-alignment, about neutrality in
foreign policy, should ask them-
selves how on earth this can be
achieved. So long as we are depen-
dent on various other countries, be
they capitalist countries or socialist
countries—the fact remains that we
are dependent for our livelihood on
other countries—our position will
not be economically stable. That is
the position today. We therefore
appeal to hon. Members opposite
instead of indulging in needless anci
destructive criticism of the type
th-ey are indulging in, to co-operate
with this Government in building
up an independent national economy
so that the day may soon come when
we can hold our heads erect and
speak up as an independent nation.

The only solution to this state of -

affairs is, as I said, to build up our
economy in a diversified manner s
that we ean produce, loeallss and
domestically in the main, all the
heavy and light industria] products
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as[ well as the agricultural products
neelel by this country. ‘[hat is
the only way in which we can pull
tnis country out of the economic
morass in which we find it today.

I must say that various govern-
ments have, In their own way,
attempted to build up our economy.
I must say, in all fairness to the Sri
Lanka treelom Party Government,
that they also attempted to do this.
It was in their desire to achieve this
eni that they constituted the
National Planning Council in 1957.
This National Planning Counecil put
out a ten-year plan. Similarly, the
old U. N. P. Government put out a
three-year plan and a five-year plan
for the purpose of achieving this
end.

I must say that in the implementa-
tion of these plans there has been
failure. The various plans have so
far served no other purpose than to
fill the otherwise empty bookshelves
of Members of Parliament and gov-
ernment officials. The ' enthusiasm
with which these plans were drafted
and formulated did not last until the
stage of their implementation. I take
the liberty of saying that the only
reason for this failure is that the
planning of these schemes had been
entrusted to persons in Colombo,
who, although highly academic-
minded and highly qualified, were
woefully and pitifully out of touch
with reality. These gentlemen sat in
Colombo and formulated plans which
the government was expected to im-
plement throughout the Island.

Very recently, the Minister of Agri-
culture and Food, in the course of a
speech he made somewhere, had
stated that the economic progress of
this country depends on the agricul-
tural development of the dry zone. He
had also made another sensible re-
mark, namely, that it is the research
worler, the scientist and the practi-
cal farmer who should tell the Gov-
ernment how to do this. As for ms,
I fullv believe—in fact I am con-
vineed—that it is the last catesory of
peop’e which the Hon. Minister re-
ferrad to. the vpractieal farmers. who
must be considered the most versatile

L
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to advise the Governm>nt on agricul-
lural production. 1 do not believe
that the studying or the reading of a
tew books, or tne fact of having done
a little research in some laboratory
in a foreign country, entitles a man
in Ceylon to advize the Government
on now paddy production can be in-
creased.

There is an old proverb which says
that it is the wearer who knows
where the shoe pinches. Not a hun-
dred Gamini Coreas, sitting in their
air-conditioned offices in the Planning
Secretariat or in the new Ministry
that has been formed, will be able to
tell this Government what tanks
should be built or renovated in the
Amparai District so that a double
crop can be ensured. It is not the so-
called economists who can give ad-
vice to the Government or the Prime
Minister in regard to what channels
should be cut or what drainage
system should be built, for instance,
in a purely agricultural district like
Amparai, so that the rice production
there can be increased.

Sir, we are talking of paddy produc-
tion. The Government must realize
that we cannot produce rice by
merely addressing public meetings or
having conferences with government
agents who know very little about the
subject they come to Colombo to talk
about. The Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture struck a happy note when he
said the other day that it is for the
practical farmer to tell the Govern-
ment what it should do in this regard.
But what is the opportunity the prac-
tical farmer gets ? No doubt, we have
district agricultural committees and
district co-ordinating committees at
kachcheri level. Those of us who
have experience of attending those
meetings as Members of Parliament
know that attending those meetings
and making suggestions at that level
is a pure waste of time. I do not
think that the minutes of the meet-
ings of the district asricultural eom-
mittees or of the district co-ordinat-
ing committees are ever read bv the
Ministers. So, how can this Govern-
menrt increase the wvroduction of
paddy when the practical farmer is
not given a hearing ? Not even his
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representative is given a hearing in
the scheme of planning. It is 1ool-
hardy to expect the production of
paddy to increase in a set-up such as
this.

No doubt, the Hon. Prime Minister
is most enthusiastic in this regard be-
cause he is convinced that the only
solution to the economic mess in this
country is to produce sufficient paddy
for the consumption of our people.
In spite of what the hon. Third Mem-
ber tor Colombo Central (Mr. Keune-
man) had to say about the Prime
Minister’s visits to various parts of
the country, I can tell him that the
people themselves are beholden to
the Prime Minister for the interest
he is taking over the needs of the
common peasant farmer. He is the
first Prime Minister to take such an
interest. It is {rue that the Hon.
Prime Minister is spending a good
portion of his valuable time visiting
remote areas in the nooks and corners
of this country, but he is doing so for
the purpose of finding out for him-.
self the needs of the farmer a {
he is getting on. The poor far
responding admirably to this
the nation by the Prime Minist
we must not rest content with
tours. Of course, when the Prime
Minister visits these areas, chilli
farms, brinjal farms, seed farms, ete.,
are shown to him as part of what is
being done. But I would like to tell
this Government that this public
demonstration of interest in this sec-
tor of the economy is by itself not
enough.

In this connection, just to illustrate
what is happening in the provinces
with regard to the food production
drive, I would like to tell this House
what happened a few months back.
The Prime Minister, I believe in
. April, visited the Amparai District.
Amparai is an agricultural area, a rice
producing area, and, therefore, the
Prime Minister thought it was his
duty to visit that part of the country.
During his visit a meeting of the
district agricultural committee was
held at the Amparai Kachcheri, pre-

sided over by the Prime Minister. On
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behalf of the cultivators and on be-
halt of the Federation of Cultivation
Committees, I spoke at that meeting.
I brought to the notice of the Prime
Minister that unless and until the net-
work of channels in the right bank of
the Galoya is completed it is useless
talking of paddy production in the
right bank. The Chairman of the
River Valleys Development Board,
Mr. Kahawita, who spoke after me,
entirely agreed with me. He said,
“Mr. Mustapha is entirely correct.
These channels have to be built ”. In
the immediate presence of the Hon.
Prime Minister, the Hon. Minister of
Land issued an order to the Gal Oya
Development Board to start cutting
the channels immediately. What
has happened ? Now it is four
months since the Hon. Prime Min-
ister visited the Amparai District.
Not an inch of that channel has been
cut. If this is the type of work on
which we are going to depend to pro-
duce paddy, I mu t the Gov-

“be digillysiohed at the

hing that

=In 1959, when I was
ember of Parliament for Pottu-
vil, I got the Minister of Land to give
L. D. O. permits to the people for
7,000 acres in the old Pottuvil
Electorate for paddy production. In
fact, those 7,000 acres were selected
by the government agent and myself
after consulting various experts
because that land is supposed to be
the best for the cultivation of paddy.
Portions of the land were given to
various people, some of them coming
from 30 to 40 miles away. Can you
believe that up to date even an access
road has not been provided to these
L. D. O. allotments, which are about
eight miles from the public road ?
Do you expect these poor people to
creep through jungles for eight long
miles even for the sake of food pro-
duction ? Do you expect these poor
cultivators to live in these backward
areas without drinking water ? Do
you want them to drink something
other than water ?

is ha
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1 tooxk this matter up. No doubt
there was a luil in that area. kFrom
1900 to 1965 tne Memper who repre-
sented tnat area had done nouning
but drinking i Colompo. When I
was elected L took this matter up. I
discussed it with the Hon. Minister
of Land, and he was good enough to
agree that this road must be con-
structed, that a drinking well on a
communal basis must be constructed,
that a jungle clearing allowance must
be paid ; and he passed the papers to
the government agent. There is sup-
posed to be a government agent
specially looking after food produc-
tion in the Amparai District. He is
said to have an entire branch at his
disposal to do this job. But what has
happened ? So far no road has been
built, no well has been constructed,
and no jungle clearing allowance has
been paid. This is the type of thing
that is going on.

We must realize that plans are not
going to produce the food that the
people of this country need. It is not
the plans that we need. We must
enthuse the peasants and the workers
living in the wvarious parts of the
country to produce the food that the
people in the towns and urban areas
need. No government can ever pro-
gress, no government will ever
succeed, unless it is prepared to meet
the urgent requirements of the
people, the men and women in the
villages, who are producing the food
and saving the people in Colombo
and various other places from star-
vation. It is by taking the utmost
interest in the welfare of such people
that we can achieve our targets.

But what happens today ? It is the
fashion not only for the press but also
for certain government servants to
criticize Members of Parliament.
They think there is political inter-
ference. What do they mean by this
political interference? You will
agree with me when I say that the
common man, the peasant, the poor
man from the village cannot go to
the kachcheri—for that matter, he

cannot go to any department—to get
a thing done by himself. Even the
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clerk wants his palm oiled ; other-
wise this man waits in the kachcneri
verandan trom 9 a.m. till 450 p.m.
and he 1s not attended to. This kind
of thing is not going to deter Mem-
bers or Parliament, in their efforts
to ensure progress for their elector-
ates, from going into kachcheris and
various departments with a view to
seeing that things are pushed
through. That is what they mean
when they talk about political intar-
ference. It is true to say tha: today
without the interference of ihe
Member of Parliament nothing can be
done in the various offices.

In this connection, I want to make
another very important point. No
doubt we have certain policies. The
S. L. F. P. may talk of socialist poli-
cies. They may condemn us as
having capitalist policies. No matter
what it is, the government depart-
ments are the instruments for
implementing the various govern-
ment policies, and I must tell the
Government that if the Public
Service is not streamlined, if the
public servants are not told in the
clearest terms that unless they show
an interest in the progress and
welfare of the people, unless they are
alive to the urgency of the problems
that beset this country they will be
weeded out, no Government—it may
be the National Government or it
may be the S. L. F. P. Government—
will be able to pull this country out
of the mess in which it finds itself.
What happens today when a man
sends a letter ? You can never expect
a reply. Even letters from Members
of Parliament are not replied to by
government departments. What do
they say when a Member of Parlia-
ment shows an extra interest in the
activities of his area, when he shows
some concern for his electorate and
for his constituents ? These reaction-
ary elements in the Public Service

dub it as political interference. They
must be clearly told that this kind of
allegations and propaganda is not
going to deter elected Members of
Parliament from working for the
welfare and interest of their
constituents.
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I must now say a few words about
the area from which I come. True,
the Government must ensure econo-
mic stability not only in one part of
the country but throughout the
country. 1t is only then that the
economy will not be lop-sided.
Whenever we ask for the setting up
of an industry in the Amparai
District, particularly in the coastal
areas, the one excuse that is trotted
out is the lack of transport. Whose
fault is that ? Way back in 1931, I
believe, it was the late Mr. E. R.
Thambimuttu who, as a Member of
the Legislative Council, said that the
railway line from Batticaloa must be
extended up to Nintavur. Though
Nintavur happens to be my village,
I would go further and say that the
railway line from Batticaloa must be
extended wup to Akkaraipattu,
because the area between Batticaloa
and Akkaraipattu is the most densely
populated and most prosperous area
in the coastal belt of Amparai. So
there is some reason for this excuse
that was often trotted out when we
blamed successive governments for
failing to set up industries there in
the interests of the people. I appeal
to the Government to take up this
work. There is no doubt that this
will cost a lot of money; it is a
gigantic task. But this is the kind
of work that benefits the nation as a
whole. Instead of wasting the
foreign aid we get from other
countries, expending it on useless,
experimental projects, we must
spend the money on something
which will be of lasting benefit to the
nation.

Sir, I must say that practically
every blade of straw that is required
for the Eastern Paper Mills Corpora-
tion is transported from the coastal
belt of the Amparai Distriet to
Valaichchenai. Lorry loads of straw
go there every day. It is a sad state
of affairs when a lorry load of straw
costs the Government only Rs. 20
whereas the transport of the same
tosts Rs. 150. Whoever is respon-
sible for the promotion of the paper
Industry must realize that it is neces-
sary to establish a paperbfactory Nin

1967 geeded) 8

870
—eedm 6 Hwd

the coastal belt of the Amparai
District so that they will be rid of
this millstone round their neck in
the matter of lorry transport. How
can an industrial undertaking make
a profit when a lorry load of the raw
material, the straw, costs Rs. 20
while the transport of the same costs
Rs. 150 ? If the establishment of a
paper factory is going to take time
and money, I would appeal to the
Hon. Minister of Industries and
Fisheries to at least consider imme-
diately the setting up of a factory in
that area for the purpose of making
paper pulp out of these huge quanti-
ties of straw that are being trans-
ported, so that we may be able to
cut down the transport charges. I
am making this suggestion in the
interests of the very industry he is
in charge of.

The Amparai District is neglected
not only in the sphere of agricultural
and industrial development but also
in the field of education. Education
in the Amparai District is in a piti-
able condition. This district has
been an unwanted area for the suc-
cessive authorities who were respon-
sible for educational development,
and they were not worried about it.
Hence you do not find one single ins-
titution in the Amparai District
where higher education can be ob-
tained. Therefore, we find ourselves
in the position of not being able to
find even one person from the
Kalmunai-Nintavur-Pottuvil area to
fill the post of D.R.O.

Whenever certain  educational
institutions are proposed to be estab-
lished on an island-wide basis they
think of four to five towns imme-
diately. The next day we read
in the newspapers that such instity-
tions will come wup in Colombo,
Kandy, Galle and Jaffna. These are
the towns at the tip of their fingers
whenever there is a proposal for es-
tablishing such educational institu-
tions. This is the reason why, when
the Hon. Minister of Education pro-
posed to set up junior universities in
various parts of the Island, I was the
firsttolisuggest to the Hon. Minister
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and to the Chairman of the National
Council of Higher Education that a
junior university should be set up in
my electorate. I said, “I will not be
so presumptuous as to ask for the
setting up of a full-fledged university,
but at least see that a junior uni-
versity is established in my electo-
rate.” I mentioned this electorate
not because it was my electorate but
because there are suitable buildings
and land available for the setting up
of such an institution.

I suggested the use of the building
of the Addalachenai Government
Training College which, though built
to accommodate 350 students, is only
taking in 125 trainees today because
the Education Department feels that
there are a sufficient number of
trained teachers for the Muslim
schools and therefore they have to
cut down on the quota of trainees
selected for this institution. So, there
is building available in the premises
of that training college for 200 to 300
students of a junior university.

I made this suggestion because it
would save government money in
putting up buildings and acquiring
land. Some persons misunderstood
me and thought that I was suggest-
ing the closing down of the training
college. I wanted the training col-
lege continued in one wing and the
junior university established in the
other wing, resulting in considerable
saving of money.

Adjoining this building there are
about 10 to 15 acres of land, which
the government of an earlier era
acquired for expanding this training
college. I think, in view of all these
considerations, that this would be the
best site for a junior university.

But I regret to see that there is no
provision made in the Budget for the
establishment of a junior university
in Kalmunai South where educa-
tional facilities are woefully lacking.
I would even at this stage request the
Government to consider seriously the
immediate establishment of a junior
university in our area.
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I am not one of those who are
jealous of other persons or of the de-
velopment of any other area. We are
admirers of our friends in the North
because they have attained the peak
in the educational field.

00D mende NOBHDBY
(QLr&L i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I was the first person to advo-
cate the establishment of a junior
university.—[Interruption].

Qed’ oxfen Sca.

(@ pavgur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

I am very happy to hear that and
I hope my Friends will continue to
do that.

I think most of the colleges in the
Jaffna Peninsula are much better
equipped than some of our universi-
ties in Colombo. I am not blaming
the Government for the proposal
to establish a junior wuniversity
in the North in addition to all the
other facilities that are available in
that area. By all means, let them
establish a junior university there.
But let them at the same time listen
to the voice of the men from the
Fastern Province in these matters,
because not only should the Govern-
ment ensure economic and cultural
stability but also educational stabi-
lity throughout the Island, and then
only will there be no weak link in
the chain of nation building.

I shall not take much more of
yvour time. Hon. Members have cri-
ticized the Government for scarcities
of coriander and various other
small articles. I think hon. Members
will agree with me when I say that
actually there was a small scarcity
of coriander for two weeks. If they
were to disabuse their minds of
criticism-mania they will know that
this shortage was due to a delay in
the arrival of a ship transporting cor-
iander to Ceylon. We all know that
there was a shortage of coriander
but it lasted for only two weeks and
everybody knows how that scarcity
was occasioned. Even my hon.
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Friends on the other side will not
deny the fact that there are no longer
queues for the purchase of textiles,
there are no longer queues for the
purchase of keroszne oil, and so on.
But queues were the order of the day
only a few years back. So let us not
talk about scarcities but get together
and build up an economy by which
alone we will be able to ensure hap-
piness and a higher standard of
living.

In conclusion I wish to point out
one mafter in regard to the
establishment of industries. The
other day I was talking to the
Charge d’Affaires of the Korean
People’s Republic. I was amazed
when he told me that their economy,
which had been battered and
damaged by the Japanese occupation,
had been built up within so short a
period as twenty-five years. I was
also surprised when I was told that
they are using limestone as a raw
material for the manufacture of tex-
tiles. The gentleman concerned told
me that the very suit he was wearing
was of material manufactured from
limestone.

We have not faced the calamity
that that country has faced. We have
been an agricultural country for
generations. We have been an inde-
pendent country since 1947 and we
have had so many governments. Has
any Minister given serious thought
to the fact that food, clothing and
shelter are the very essentials of
human living and planned our eco-
nomy accordingly ?

If we want to develop the textile
industry, the essential raw material
for that industry, cotton, should be
grown in this country. No doubt
year after year we hear some state-
ment from the Minister of Land in
regard to that matter, but I do not
think there are even ten acres of
cotton properly grown in this coun-
try.

If we do not have the raw mate-
rials that are necessary for the manu-
facture of any particular article, what
is the point in establishing that indus-
try ? One knows that the previous
government gave licences to.various
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industrialists for the purpose of
manufacturing refrigerators, fans and
such like articles. And this govern-
ment has given a licence o a certain
set of people to assemble motor cars
in this country.

I say, rather than import all the
parts which form the components of
the finished product and assemble
them here, it is better to import the
finished product which would be
available to the purchaser at a
cheaper price. What is the point in
importing parts and assembling them
here into a finished product if the
finished product is going to cost more
than the imported article?

It is the same thing that is
happening in the matter of refri-
gerators and iron goods.

The industrial development of the
country must be based on some set
plan. There are certain types of raw
material which are found in abun-
dance in this country. Industries that
should be established are industries
that will make use of those raw mate-
rials, and the goods manufactured
should be sufficient not only to meet
local requirements but also for ex-
port so that we can earn foreign ex-
change.

There is no reason why we cannot
attain self-sufficiency in food and save
foreign exchange to the tune of Rs. 800
million which is today going out
of the country. I do not see why, with
careful planning, we cannot achieve
self-sufficiency in textiles. If cotton
cannot be grown properly here
we must send our technical men
abroad in order that they may learn
and see what types of raw materials
are used for different industries.
There is no point in just establishing
ten or fifteen handloom centres in
different parts of the country if the
raw materials that are required to pro-
ducz the sarees and the sarongs have
to be imported. We must produce the
raw material—in the case of textiles,
cotton.

Secondly, the other industry
which every government must never
fail to encourage is the building in-
dustry because any people would need
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the basic essentials of food, clothing
and shelter. We must establish indus-
tries so that every item of building
material, whether it be cement, iron
and meatal goods, roofing sheets or
ceiling sheets, can be produced locally.
There is no justification whatsoever
for even a single item of building
material to be imported into this
country from abroad. If this Govern-
ment can ensure self-sufficiency in
food, clothing and shelter, then there
is no need to worry.

Just as it has taken years for the
people to realize the bad policy adum-
brated by the last Government, so will
the result of the good policy that is
being followed by this Government
take a few more years to be felt by
the people of this country. At that
time this Government may or may
not be in office, but some government
is going to experience the healthy
impact of the policy that is being fol-
lowed by this Government.

The hon. Member for Kotte
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne), in a
voice that was reminiscent of pro-
fessional soothsayers, predicted a
very very gloomy picture for this
Government. The hon. Member for
Bulathsinhala (Mr. Mangala Moone-
singhe) made a peroration He said,
“I can see the writing on the wall.
Their days are numbered.” Various
gloomy pictures were painted. But let
me address such Members and say
that if this Government can succeed
in this Grow More Food campaign,
if this Government can ensure peace
and plenty to the people, if this
Government can produce the import
substitutes domestically and save
Rs. 800 million of the money that is
going out, and if this Government
can see to it that that Rs. 800 million
is spent in a systematic and planned

way on the economic development of

this country, not only will this
Government be assured of success

at the next election but there will
be only one party and one party
alone in this country, and that is the
United National Party.
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@Go@dﬁ‘f % Q.

(8 @Qevmsrgen)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Is that your aim ?

Qo' onfen e,

(8@ @pavgur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

All the other parties will cease to
exist if the people realize that this
Government has done a thing which

no other government has been able
to do.

No doubt it required a world
shortage of rice for the Government
to introduce an intensive food pro-
duction campaign. This is something
that should have been done long,
long ago. Now that the Government
has started on a planned development
of the agricultural economy, which
will also be the basis for the indus-
trial development of this country,
hon. Members opposite are belittling
the efforts of the Government. I must
tell them that, if they have an iota
of interest in the people of this
country, they must co-operate in the
efforts of this Government. Instead
of working for the next general
election, let us work for the next
generation. Therein lies the diffe-
rence between a politician and a
statesman.
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(Mr. H. M, Nawaratna—Minipe)
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(et Furprusi eI Seir )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Before the hon. Member for Mihin.
tale speaks, I would like to mention
to hon. Members on both sides of the
House that they should ensure,
through their respective Whips, a
better attendance in the House.

t is true that during the Debate
on the Appropriation Bill it is not
usuzl to call for a Quorum. Yet it is
not fair by the Member who holds
the Floor that he should speak to a
virtually empty House. At one stage
there were only four Members in the
Chamber.

I would ask hon. Members to see,
through their respective Whips, that
more Members are present in the
Chamber during the Debate.

QGO B Dean.
(5. Qomasrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Thank you very much. At least
one Front Bencher should be present.

B3ewIEs D BNEDH

(et FUTBTWLST 9ouisar)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I said Members on both sides of the

House should ensure a better
attendance.

g. &». 12.35

8. 8. e
(BB me) |

(8@ 9. erib. Cs. Qgerardsmar—LAal s
&%)

(Mr. P. M. K. Tennekoon—Mihintale)
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(Mr. Wimalasena)

Sir, we have enjoyed the versifica-
tion of the hon Member for Mihin-
tale (Mr. P. M. K. Tennekoon) very
much. It was as though the Budget
Debate was reduced to a competition
in versification.

My observations on the Budget are
going to be very few and brief. I am
not going to refer to statistics, reports
or publications. My observations will
be of a very general nature.

The present Budget, which we are
discussing, criticizing and analysing,
cannot be taken up for consideration
singly, for it is connected with two
previous Budgets of the National
Government—those presented in 1965
and 1966. They are interrelated ; you
will see that they form a plan of
methodical sequence, if you carefully
study them.

In a discussion of the Budget of
1965, the background of that Budget
becomes relevant. The background
of the Budget of 1965 would be that at
that stage the economy of the country
had suffered a grevious set-back. It
was almost disrupted, whatever
people might say now. The private
scetor had been almost paralysed, and
the industries were coming to a
grinding halt for lack of raw material
because the necessary foreign ex-
change could not be released for
want of it. Further, investment pos-
sibilities were practically nil. In short,
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the economy was in a state of such
utter stagnation that the Budget of
1965 was designed and planned to
meet that situation and to create a
certain degree of confidence in the
private sector—to revitalize it, so to
say ; to create a degree of confidence
in people who desired to invest. In
other words, the Budget was meant
to drag the economy out of stagnation
by creating the necessary climate to
rehabilitate this country. That, in
fact, was the purpose of the Budget
of 1965, and it was fulfilled in the face
of a lot of difficulties. Whatever
people might say, I repeat that the
objectives of that Budget, by and
large, have been achieved by this
Government. That is my contention.
I do not want to weary this House by
quoting from wvarious reports—the
World Bank Report, the I. M. F. Re-
port, and other publications. They
are there for anybody to read and
understand.

Then, in the 1966 Budget we went
a couple of steps forward from the
position of 1965. Having created the
necessary climate and the atmosphere
for the rehabilitation of the economy
of this country, in 1966, you will ob-
serve, the Budgel assumed a different
complexion altogether although inter-
related and interconnected to the
Budget of 1965. You will also observe
that in the Budget of 1966 as much as
Rs. 600 million was set apart for
national development—the biggest
amount of money set apart for deve-
lopment by any government up to
that time—because, as it should have
been realized long ago, the National
Government felt very strongly that
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to formulate the basis for the deve-
lopment of this country it was of
paramount importance to .stop the
drain of the national resources of this
country into foreign countries.

As much as Rs. 1,000 million has
been drained, and is being drained,
annually in foreign exchange for our
food, clothing and other necessary
items. It was felt strongly that at
least a portion of that money should
be saved in this country if we were
seriously to embark on a scheme "of
national regeneration. With that end
in view, the National Government set
apart a sum of nearly Rs. 600 million
for the purpose of import substitu-
tion in 1966, principally for food pro-
duction, because for food alone we
are, and we were, spending very
nearly Rs. 800 million. If this goes
on there is no hope for this country,
or, for a matter of that, for any coun-
try placed in similar circumstances.

As I said, this vast sum of money
was set apart for food production. By
and large, even that objective has
been achieved. I am not going to
dwell in detail or: the measures taken
and the results achieved, because they
have been repeated ad nauseam in
this House. Hon. Members from both
sides have referred to them. Briefly,
I might say that if one goes to Mahi-
yangana, or to Ruhuna in the south,
or to the Anuradhapura area, or even
to Kurunegala and places like that,
one sees smiling paddy fields, assum-
ing the U.N.P. colour more and more.
The fields are green, greener than
ever before, as a result of the appli-
cation of fertilizer in increased quan-
tities, the application of weedicide,
and the use of modern methods of
cultivation. I do not say that every-
thing is rosy. No. I do not say that we
have not blundered in this process.
Neither do I say that we have
achieved our goal. No. But a pur-
poseful and determined effort is being
made and the results have been most
encouraging. Never before in the his-
tory of this land has such an effort
been made to make this country self-
sufficient. It is the first time that a
determined effort has been made, and
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the results, I say, have been most
encouraging. There is a resurgence
of interest in the village, among the
rural folk, practically everywhere.

Although one might make an
attempt to decry the progress made
and the yields achieved, it is signi-
ficant to note that the yield per acre
increased to 40 bushels last year.
I dare say, yields in certain areas may
have declined due to floods, drought
and so on, but by and large we have
every reasori to be satisfied with the
progress made, so much so that when
this country had to face a food crisis
towards the end of 1966, we were
able to do so with courage and confi-
dence. There was not a man who
was left to die of hunger. Deprivation
there may have been ; the ration may
have been halved; even so we have
been able to steer clear of the crisis
without any difficulty. That is
chieflly as a result of the efforts of
the National Government not only
in the field of food production but
also in other fields. The neces-
sary agricultural implements had
been denied for a number of
years, and in the year 1964-65 only a
meagre sum of Rs. 600,000 had been
set apart for agricultural implements
like tractors and other implements.

The hon. Member for Mihintale
(Mr. P. M. K. Tennekoon) was be-
moaning the fact that the agricul-
tural implements like tractors which
have been bought are being misused.
I might say that here and there it
may well be so because everything

is not perfect. There may be
instances where there has been a
certain amount of misuse of these
articles, jeeps and so on being utilized
for purposes other than agriculture,
but I wish to say here and now that
this Government will take the neces-
sary steps to prevent misuse and
to see that these wvehicles are
taken away from people who misuse
them and given to others who
will make use of them for the pur-
pose of national development. That
this Government will not hesitate to

J0,
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This Government spent a very
large sum of money for the purchase
of fertilizer, agricultural implements
and for other purposes of national
regeneration like the production
of textiles and so on. That was the
Budget of 1966.

I say once again that the objectives
that the National Government had in
framing the Budget of 1966 have been
achieved to a very large extent. My
evidence would be the reports
of the wvarious international orga-
nizations which have carefully
examined the economy of this coun-
try. The economy has become more
viable and more dynamic. It has been
dragged out of stagnation. A greater
measure of confidence has been
created for investment. Industries
have been revitalized. All that has
been done.

We come to the Budget of 1967
which is a sequence of the Budget of
1966. In this Budget too you will see
very marked features which were
seen in the previous Budget. But we
have been able to take this country
further along the road to progress. I
must state that as much as Rs. 800
million has been set apart for nation-
al development this year. That is a
very colossal sum of money compared
to the national income of Ceylon.
Never before 1967 has such a large
sum of money been set apart for
national development. Despite
tremendous difficulties and adverse
circumstances, which are beyond the
control of the Government, the Hon.
Minister of Finance has, once again,
been very courageous, bold and
realistic in providing this large sum
of money for national development
as well as for producing as much food
as possible.

That is the principal theme in this
Budget. I am not being optimistic
when I say that within the next few
years this Government will make this
country self-sufficient in food because
of the realistic efforts that are being
made. We shall be in a position to
save a very large portion of the
Rs. 1,000 million that is being spent
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today, that is being drained today—
the life-blood of this nation—to buy
the commodities that are of vital need
for the people of this country. For the
last 400 years this country has been
dependent on foreign sources for its
food and clothing. Ever since the
advent of the foreign invader right
up to now the position has been the
same. But I say with confidence and
with pride that whatever difficulties
we may encounter and whatever
faults we may make as we go on,
within the next few years, during the
lifetime of the present Government,
we will produce all the food we need
in this country. That achievement
will be the biggest achievement of
this country in 400 years. I say with
pride that, barring the gaining of in-
dependence, this achievement will
bring the greatest credit to the
National Government.

These measures adopted by the
National Government have given an
honoured place to the rural folk, to
the peasent cultivator. Money had
hitherto been circulating in urban
areas. Now the peasant cultivator
gets more money into his hands. I
want to place before this House the
other side of the picture. Now for his
breadfruit and for his yams the pea-
sant gets more money. The hon.
Member for Nikaweratiya (Mr. M.
Tennakoon) bemoaned last evening
that the price of rice had gone up to
Re. 1.15 per measure. I should be
quite happy if the price is Re. 1.15,
although it is not so. I should be
happy because that money goes
to the peasant cultivator. Now his
lot is gradually being improved.
Money that had hitherto been
handled by the urban resident is now
gradually going to the rural areas.
The peasant cultivator is being given
his due place in the economic life of
this country. That is due to the
efforts of the National Government.
That is the goal of the National
Government. The National Govern-
ment does not want the peasant
to rush to the towns. We want
to give equal opportunities for a
better way of life to the rural dweller,
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and that is being achieved by the

policies of the National Government,

While the National Government is
engaged in the implementation of
this plan, trying to achieve self-
sufficiency and improve the lot of
the peasant cultivator, it has not
forgotten the public sector. Certain
categories of government servants
have ben suffering for a number
of years, not only during the last
two years of this Government but
even earlier, due to the rising
cost of living and the rising cost of
essential commodities, for which
this Government is not to be blamed.
This is a condition prevalent all
over the world. It is, none the less, to
the credit of this Government that it
has been able to peg down prices and
maintain them at a certain level,
when prices have risen in certain
parts of Asia like India, Thailand,
Burma, Malaysia, Pakistan and so on.
If you examine the position dispas-
sionately you will see that in all
these countries prices have risen, and
one might say that the price level
in Ceylon is the lowest in this
region.

Even so, we admit that certain
categories, not only public servants
but others, suffer from the general
rise in the prices of essential commo-
dities. In order to alleviate their
sufferings the National Government
has taken certain positive steps:
to those earning less than Rs. 100
we have been able to give an interim
allowance of Rs. 20 and to those
earning up to Rs. 300 and over
Rs. 100, an interim allowance of
Rs. 10 ; and also to certain pensioners
we have been able to give some
relief. The total commitment is in
the region of Rs. 60 million. This is
not a small sum. When you consider
the national income of this country
Rs. 60 million is not a small sum.
Most of the government servants
appreciate it. A very large number
of government servants appreciate it
and are thankful for what the
National Government has done
despite all the difficulties.
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I am sorry that yet a certain
section is attempting to belittle the
service that has been rendered
especially certain politically—con-’
trolled trade unions, which cry for
more, not because they want more
but to embarrass the Government,
They have certain motives. We
regret that unco-operative attitude.
I say that we can share more
if we produce more and we have to
produce more before we attempt to
share more. This must be borne in
mind by all whether they be
government servants or others, but
due to political motives some of the
trade wunions are clamouring for
more in an atempt to embarrass the
Government. I must say, however,
that the Government will not be
embarrassed.

I am a firm believer in the trade
union movement of this country. I
have a passionate desire to see a very
strong trade union movement because
a trade union movement is an asset
to a country, is very beneficial from
the point of view of the employee
and the country. But irresponsibi-
lity is quite another matter, and we
appeal to the trade union movement
in this country to be a little more
responsible and not to resort to
strikes for the most trivial reasons.

The position in other countries is
rather revealing. In Japan, Germany,
America and England the position is
different, vastly so. In the socialist
countries, of course, there are no
strikes, but in the countries that I
mentioned the position is wvastly
different from what it is here.

I have had occasion to study the
trade union movement in West
Germany. Even upon a superficial
study I found that for a membership
of nearly 7 million in the trade
union movement in West Germany,
which ranks as one of the foremost
countries in the world in the matter
of development, the number of man-
hours lost in the last ten years is a
little over 25,000. In Ceylon, for a
membership of a little less than a
million, the number of man-hours
lost through strikes during the five
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years, from 1961 to 1965, is 1,816,507.
[t is a colossal figure and ranks, I
think, the first in the world.

What I say is this. The trade
union movement in this country must
act with responsibility and realisti-
cally. It should be patriotic. In this
connexion I must also say that I am
happy to observe a certain gradual
change in the attitude of the move-
ment, a gradual change for the better.
There appears to be now a certain
awareness of the responsibility that
is cast upon the trade union move-
ment. Misuse of the powers of the
trade unions in this country would
spell disaster for the whole trade
union movement as much as the
misuse of democracy would spell
disaster for democracy.

However, I must also say that it
has been felt in certain trade union
circles that if demands are not made
of the government every year the
interests of the members of the trade
unions cannot be kept up. Again,
the position is different in other
countries. In other countries the
trade unions engage in other activi-
ties in the interests of their members,
like co-operative housing schemes
and excursions to health resorts.
Some of them even have their own
savings movements and their own
banks.

We appeal to the trade union
movement in this country to help
the National Government, to help
the country to achieve self-suffi-
ciency, and to help in improving the
economy as quickly as possible, by
2 reorientation of their thinking. We
have no time to lose. Every minute
is precious. Every one of us must
unite and see that this country is
pulled out of the mess that it has got
into gradually during the last ten
years or SO.

As 1 said before, the National
Government has been able to main-
tain its services in the face of
tremendous difficulties and odds.
Due to the decline in the prices of
tea and rubber—there was a near
collapse of the tea market some time
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ago—there has been a shortfall of
nearly Rs. 300 million in revenue up
to now. Rs. 300 million is not a
small sum ; it is a colossal sum. The
impact of this shortfall would have
been disastrous to our economy but
for the judicious planning and care
exercised by the National Govern-
ment in managing the affairs of this
country. The National Government
has been able to maintain the
economy at this level without
allowing it to collapse.

Sir, we have not made this country
feel the dire consequences of the fall
in prices. The producer has been
helped with subsidy schemes. The
Government has been able to absorb
the loss in revenue as well as to
absorb the shock without passing it
on to the producer. The Government
has done its best to relieve the
sufferings of the producer.

It is a very sad state of affairs, I
must say. Developing countries the
world over, and particularly in this
region, are suffering this sort of
reverse pretty often. During the last
few years it has been a very frequent
occurrence. 1 will not say it is
entirely due to the working of the
principle of supply and demand,
because the price paid for tea by the
consumer, whether it be in England,
Australia, or any other country, has
not become any the less; he has to
pay the same price or perhaps more.
But, ironically enough, the producer
is getting less and less year by year.

Who makes the money ? We need
not go very far to get the answer. It
is not a case of over-production in
the world because every pound of tea
produced in Ceylon or in India has a
ready market. It is more a manipu-
lation of prices than over-production
or a matter of supply and demand, or
a normal fluctuation of prices in the
world market. This situation has to
be faced by all the developing
countries which are similarly placed.

Some of us feel that the solution
might lie elsewhere. If the two prin-
cipal producer countries, India and
Cevlon, can get together—the two of
them produce more than 80 per cent
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of the world’s tea—it is not difficult
to find a solution to this problem.
India too produces comparable
grades of tea, from the high quality
Assam and Darjeeling teas to low
grown varieties.

I do not like to use the term
‘dictate to the consumer’, but it
might be possible for us to get a fair
price for our tea if India and Ceylon
get together. You will see that the
pattern is different in regard to the
articles that we have to import—
things like machinery, textiles,
household goods, and so on. There the
pattern is different. There it is the
producer who is calling the tune. The
consumer has to take it or leave it at
their price. Every year those prices
are going up while the prices of
things that we produce, like tea, are
going down, Therefore, some posi-
tive steps will have to be taken, and
that very soon.

It is gratifying to note that this
problem is receiving the attention of
the governments in the region. They
are now thinking of some type of
common market. Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Burma, Thailand—it is a very
good thing, indeed, for all these
underdeveloped countries to get
together to see that they secure
justice in these matters.

This question of disparity in the
prices was brought up in the U.N. O.,
not recently but many years ago, but
it is very sad to reflect that nothing
tangible has happened so far. They
had a subsidiary organization meet-
ing very frequently in Geneva—I
refer to the GATT—and they have
deliberated for years and years. But
what is the result of years of deli-
beration ? Recently, a couple of
months ago, they were able to
produce something, and that some-
thing is going to benefit the
developed countries, the manufac-
turing countries, to remove their
tariff barriers, to adjust their tariff
barriers, and give relief to those
countries which do mnot require
help or relief. Our case has gone by
default. So, it is a sad commentary,
T might say, because it is creating an
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explosive situation all over this
region. There is dissatisfaction and
disillusion because foreign aid alone
cannot hope to develop these coun-
tries: the effect of foreign aid is
offset by declining prices—one is
absorbed by the other. Therefore,
foreign aid alone is not enough. We
must get fairer prices for the things
that we produce. I am very happy
to note that the Prime Minister is now
engaged in taking some positive steps
to bring about some type of under-
standing between India and Ceylon
in regard to this question. I hope his
efforts will bear fruit.

At a time like this when the annual
Budget is being discussed it is
customary to say something about
one’s own constituency. Now that
my hon. Friend the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local
Government is also here I am
encouraged to do so, particularly in
regard to one or two matters.

My constituency, Senkadagala, as
other constituencies, requires a lot of
things for development. I am thank-
ful to the Minister of Education for
consenting to start a senior technical
college in my constituency. There is
an area of 14 acres of beautiful land,
flat land, commanding a magnificent
scenic view, overlooking the river
Mahaweli, centrally situated, and
ideally suitable for this institution.
The problem of unemployment is
most acute in the Kandyan provinces
now. There are thousands of young
men and women who are living in
frustration for lack of employment.
The National Government cannot
be blamed for it. Even so, it is a fact
that it is easier to secure employment
along the coastal belt than in the
Kandyan provinces. Education has
produced a large number of educated
unemployed, and it is of paramount
importance that there should be
facilities for technical edueation, and
those facilities must be provided very
soon. Therefore, I say, the Minister
of Education must very soon help us
by starting this institution, so that it
will be an accomplished fact before
the end of next year. I appeal to him
once again to help us by starting this
institution at once.
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I have been agitating for a water
supply scheme for Ampitiya and
Tennekumbura ever since I became
a Member of this House. For thirty
long years the people in this area
have suffered. The hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Local Government knows it and he
appreciates it. A scheme costing one
and a half million rupees was formu-
lated, but when we were on the verge
of starting work on it a commission
was appointed to extend the limits of
the Kandy Municipal Council and to
report whether these two areas
should be brought within the limits
of the Kandy Municipality. Thereby
the issue became clouded. All the
witnesses that went before this com-
mission stated emphatically that,
whatever be the recommendation of

the commission, these two areas
should

BewlEs DHIZNGHDS

(o1 SUTBTWLST SyQuTS6rT)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I have no objection to your stating
all this, but they are matters that
should be taken up during the Com-
mittee stage. We are dealing with
policy matters in the Second Reading
Debate, and matters pertaining to
constituencies should be taken up at
the Committee stage.

gocewm .

(8- fvaCsear)

(Mr. Wimalasena)

Since I have started——

Bewddn DHNBNGWDND
(0.1 FUTFTWST Yeui&er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
You can carry on.

Socew » cn.

(8. dlreaGsar)

(Mr. Wimalasena)

All the witnesses who appeared be-
fore the commission with one voice
stated that, whatever be the recom-
mendations of the commissiongoithis
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scheme should be implemented by
the Central Government. I am happy
to say that the Hon. Minister of
Local Government and his Parlia-
mentary Secretary, my Colleague,
who is present here now, have been
very helpful to us in the matter.
They are willing to start the scheme
at once as a Central Government pro-
ject. I appeal to them to start this
scheme at once because even the
commissioners stated emphatically
that it should be a Central Govern-
ment project as the Kandy Municipal
Council cannot embark on it at least
for another ten years in view of its
extremely parlous financial position.
Therefore, I appeal to the Hon.
Minister of Local Government once
again to start this scheme without
any delay.

Another project is one which Mem-
bers of Parliament from the Kandyan
areas have been clamouring for, and
that is the establishment of an in-
dustrial estate at Pallekelle. I find
that the Government has mentioned
two other schemes to be started at
Galle and Jaffna within the next few
years. 1 should like to urge that
Kandy should be given priority in
this matter because there is not a
single industry in the Kandyan areas.
In Jaffna you have the cement and
chemical industries, and in Galle you
have the plywood and cement indus-
tries ; but in the Kandyan areas there
is nothing. We are not against the
starting of industrial estates in Galle
and Jaffna. What we say is that
such a project in Kandy must receive
priority because there are, as I said
before, thousands of young men and
women living in frustration for want
of jobs. Four thousand acres of
Pallekelle Estate have been acquired,
and I appeal to the Government to
start work on this scheme
immediately.

Since you have stated that I should
not go into details with regard to
these matters, and that they should
be taken up at the Committee stage,
T.shall refrain from doing so. '
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Before I conclude I should like to
mention that a fair amount of work
has been done under the Kandyan
Peasantry = Commission in  the
Kandyan areas, in areas that had
been neglected for years and years.
The Kandyan Peasantry Commission,
which had been made to sleep for the
last ten years, has been awakened
once again by this Government. A
large amount of money has been set
apart.  Although more money is
needed, a considerable amount of
money has been set apart for the
work of the Kandyan Peasantry
Commission and, utilizing this
money amounting to Rs. 60 lakhs,
a very great amount of work
has been done. Most inaccessible
places, places which had not seen
motorable roads for centuries, are
gradually getting accessible. Pro-
gress is very slew but none the less
work is being done.

I appeal to hon. Members of this
House and to the Government to
help the Kandyan Peasantry Com-
mission with as much funds as
possible because these areas which
have been neglected for cen-
turies need to be developed more
than other areas in Ceylon. With-
out proper roais nothing can be
done. Food production or anything
else cannot be done without proper
roads and therefore it is necessary
that every encouragement should be
given in this sphere of activity.

I say that this Budget is a most
realistic and well thought out
Budget with a continuing policy of
progressive development, unlike the
budgets of previous Finance Minis-
ters who had formulated one pro-
posal one year and something else
the next year following an entirely
new policy with sadistic abandon
and disrupting the financial struc-
ture that is brought into being with
one budget. People had been living
in fear and uncertainty. It is not so
now. This is a Budget with the
entire vista of the lifetime of this
Government in view. You can see
what is likely to happen from 1965
right up to 1970. The entire vista is
before you. The Budget has been
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framed accordingly with a well
planned structure for the regenera-
tion of this country and I say,
lastly, that it is a Trealistic and a
powerful instrument for the salva.
tion of this country.

¢. . 2.55

SRS BT s, (eenden)

(& cm. T Geran) i GH) & T LD 5T U1 &5 5—
Qawr per)

(Mr. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka—
Horana)
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“ O1L Corp. Faces CorossAL Loss

The Chairman of the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation, Mr. K. Alvapillai, had pro-
tested to the Government against the Fin-
ance Minister’s budget proposal which
would bring petroleum products within
;he nine per cent increase in import licence
ees.

The Ceylon Petroleum Corporation with
a Rs. 105 million accumulated profit since
its inception five years ago, is threatened
now with a colossal loss due to two fac-
tors—an increase in freight rates and the
nine per cent increase in the import licence
fee.

The freight rate is expected to take
away approximately Rs. 16.5 million and
the increased import licence fee Rs. 8.5
million from the annual profits.

This would leave the corporation with
a loss of Rs. 4 million (increasing an-
nually next year—a serious debacle in con-
trast to the annual average profit of Rs. 21
million. ”
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Qrewr_mib IESS5GNT)

(Mr. A C S
Akurana)

In congratulating the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance on his third Budget,
I must say that the Opposition, judg-
ing from the speeches they have
made, tried to assess the Budget in
terms of the crowds in the Galleries.
Normally, after the Budget is pre-
sented and if it has any unhealthy
features, it is the practice in this
country or any other democratic
country to hold protest meetings and
to pass resolutions. May I point out
that after the introduction of this
Budget there has not been a single
protest meeting

Hameed—Szcond

cOSY Ow. (Sre exnegd
55 5))
(@ @ ¢8. 9. Qaarwer—0&raptbLy
Lﬁlﬁ'@ CLPGT (PLD OIS & Ul )
(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

I have spoken at four meetings.

woWeen BowiLds wLmsBHS

(Hapsasaller oL oFErreert oeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
I would request the hon. Member

to allow the Member who is on his
feet to finish his sentence.
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HeD Yw,

(2@ anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Sir, let us get this point clear. 1
wish to ask wnether a single trade
union in this country has lodged a
protest.

ALY .

(B Gsearwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Yes. On the 13th of this month 800
of them are having a conference to
condemn your Budget.

»n8D V.

(2@ anBs)

(Mr. Hameed)

This is a very remarkable feature.
Not a single trade union in this
country up to now has condemned
this Budget. Not a single local
authority—municipal council, urban
council, town council or village
council—in any part of Ceylon has
condemned this Budget.

a& Y Bolowsy

(Gaorrey 9mssgear HUT)

(An hon. Member)

Only Members of the Opposition !

N O,

(2@ apifs)

(Mr. Hameed)

That is the test of a Budget. The
test should not be the number of
people in the Galleries.

The Hon. Minister of Finance has
presented this third Budget, and I
must state that there is a definite line
of continuity in the three Budgets.
Underlining that principle there is a
continuity from the first Budget to
the second Budget and from the
second Budget to the third Budget.
S5 this shows that a correct analvsis
of the evils of our economy and of

the economic situation has been
made,
The last Government introduced

five Budoets and there were five
Finance Ministers. During the 4%

1967 gewdtdy 8
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years they were in office there was as
Finance Minister the hon. Member
for Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara-
naike),.tne hon. Member for Kegalla
(Mr. walugalla), the then hon. wem-
ber for Hewaheta (Mr. Ilangartne),
the hon. Member for Minneriya (the
Hon. C. P. de Silva), and the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera). At one stage the then Prime
Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandara-
naike, was seriously thinking of
alerting the employment exchanges
in this country to find out whether
there was a man to succeed as
Minister of Finance.

And, what happened ? Sir, when
the last Government introduced its
Budgets every one of the Finance
Ministers under that Government
fell. Every one of them fell. Of
course, there was the golden brain,
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota.
When he introduced the Budget what
happened ? The Government fell!
It is said that there is a time
bomb ticking under the chair of
the Finance Minister. Well, the
present Finance Minister has been
there, he has introduced three
Budgets, and the time bomb has not
exploded.

I said on an earlier occasion,
stealing a note from the Hon. Minis-
ter of Home Affairs, who once
used to break into rhyme now and
then :

“Wise men are we,
Felix, Kalu and T. B.
Wiser is N. M., surely.”

I had oceasion to say this when
the hon. Member for Yativantota
introduced his Budoet. Last veor, I
added one more line tn this and
said, “But wisest is Wanni.” I
should like to add one fur*her line
this year and say. “ Who will be no
casualty.” So, Sir, it would read
thus :

“Wise men are we,

Fe'ix. Kalu and T. B.
Wiser is N. M.. surely.
Put, wisest is Wanni
Who will be no casualty ”
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As I stated, this time bomb which
is said to be ticking under the seat
of the Finance Minister is not going
to explode. In other words, he has
exploded the myth.

I should like to point out to the
Opposition here that this Budget,
real with last year’s Budget, has
shown that the terms of trade are
favourable, the foreign exchange
situation has improved, bank credit
has been brought within limits and
money supply has increased. What
is the other yardstick ? 1 am doing
economics and I should like to ask,
what is the other yardstick with
which you propose to measure the
success of this Budget ?

I heard the hon. Member
for Rattota (Mr. Yalegama), who
spoke before me, weeping and
wailing that the Hon. Minister
of State did not hold a
brief for his Cabinet Colleagues.
We of the United National Party
and the National Government are
used ‘to this sort of divide-and-rule
policy which the Opposition has
been continuously promoting. The
Opposition need not fear. We the
members of the National Govern-
ment stand united.

The hon. Member for Rattota
maintained that there is a scarcity
of goods. True. We admit that, but
as compared to the previous regime
the situation is much better. There
are no more karavala queues.

@5y can.

(8- @ﬁsarmeér}

(Mr. Keuneman)

There is no karavala for there to
be any queues.

»nS e,

(2@ ambs)

(Mr. Hameed)

You do not know that there is
karavala because you do not eat it.
That is the whole trouble. There is
plenty of dried fish in the country.—
[Interruption]. There are no more
textile queues.

Ol ks WoTss Bgles
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e e,
(B Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You have to seek the aid of the
police to distribute things.

g ) .

(B 955055)

(Mr. Atapattu)

Must be in Colombo Central.

MCDB Bowldn HSBNS
(Gupésaier o1 gs@rreart oeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

If the hon. Member addresses the
Chair he will avoid these interrup-

tions.

BT 5Y can.
(8@ Qseriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

He is used to them. He has heen
in the United Nations.

»H3D .
(2@ anbs)
(Mr. Hameed)

Last year the Sinhalese New Year
was one of the best we have had in
this country for the past ten years.
You cannot deny that.

eDBOBY Sca.

(8- Gaeriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You had a good time.

DaY. Y BCE Yosnsye Own.
(Bw®?)

(Sm. are. Qrcr@e QuirearGLr—pir
Qamepibry)

(Mr. N. Denzil Fernando—Negombo)
Everybody had a good time.

»n®d Oc.

(e enbs)

(Mr. Hameed)

These people who call us the
stooges of capitalists and capitalism
had ten years of rule. I like to ask
a simple question of them. Did they
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during their time lay a finger on the
hoarders ? They left the whales and
caught the sprats.

QC¢. 8. ¢ B2 Qwr (ACESw)
(8@ ore. 8. 19 Bevarr—ue i g uw)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva—Balapitiya)

How many whales have you
caught.

e 5305y @cs.

(,@@ & GoT LG )
(Mr. Keuneman)

You cannot even catch a sprat.

»nOd .

(2@ anlbs)

(Mr, Hameed)

If for the first time a genuine
attempt was made to track down
hoarders it was after the National
Government came into office. You
cannot deny that—[Interruption].

These people who had been in
office for ten years have criticized
the Budget. They have called it ‘a
handun kuru  budget. This
Budget brings a sweet fragrance
into the economy, which was made
dark and gloomy by the last two
Governments in office. Most of the
problems we face today are due to
lack of planning for nearly ten years.

In 1956, the Ten-Year Plan was
produced, and it remained the best
detective story for the last ten years.
There was absolutely no planning, no
co-ordination, no evaluation, no fea-
sibility reports, and the country
rolled on. This is not a view I share
alone. My hon. Friends across share
the same view.

e 55y Do,
(B Gearwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

The same man who wrote that
Ten-Year Plan is planning for you—
Dr. Gamini Corea.

oc. 8. ¢ 8C & 9w
(B erod. &, g Bovaur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

There has been no change in the
planners

1967 gewdelzy 8
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m@f@ &ca0.

(@l enbs)
(Mr. Hameed)

What has that got to do with this ?

e 55y s

(Sap- Gsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Because you have now got a new
detective story.

»neD .

(@)L omifs)
(Mr. Hameed)

For ten years you rolled on
without any planning. The Ten-Year
Plan was never implemented, not
even a part of it. Not one project
was related to the Ten-Year Plan.

There was, in 1958, the five-year
agricultural plan of the present Hon.
Minister of Industries. That plan
was not implemented. If the five-
year agricultural plan had been im-
plemented, we would not face this
food problem today.

Then we had a three-year plan and
a two-year plan, and then the One-
Year Implementation Programme of
the Coalition Government. Sir, a
country can never be developed un-
less there is proper planning. For the
first time, planning has been given
a place—

e sy .

(S Gseriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Where is your plan ?

8D .

(2@ apls)
(Mr. Hameed)

I will come to it. Listen to me.
For the first time, planning has been
thought of seriously after this Gov-
ernment came into office. The Hon.
Prime Minister, as Chairman of the
Planning Committee, first and fore-
most formed a Plan Implementation
Department.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. 3
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e sy .
(&l Gaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

We have not got a copy of this
plan. We would like to see it.

8D Own.
(2@l onbs)
(Mr. Hameed)

If you will please listen to me, you
will know all about it.

mémeen BDowdds wnIRHES

(@ups&satler o GG TTFGTI Sy BT )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Your time is runnning out. By in-

dulging in this cross-talk you are
wasting your time.

»HeD @w.

(20 awibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

We have had the services of Pro-
fessor Waterson from U.N.D.P. and
he has submitted a detailed report.
Until this Government came into
office, though the plans were there
and projects were started, there were
no proper feasibility reports, and
above all there was no implementa-
tion. It was only after this Govern-
ment came into office that the De-
partment of Plan Implementation
was set up. And, in accordance with
the suggestions made by Professor
Waterson, we find today that five
Ministries are what are termed De-
velopment Ministries. It has been
recommended that in every Ministry
there should be programming units.

Already three Ministries have
got  their programming  units.
Thus, for the first times serinus

thousht has bsen given to planning
in this countrv. Then there is the
Ministry of Planning which has
been divided into five dvisions.
Thorefore, I say that it would b2
unfair if the Opposition does not
join me in paving 2 tr’bute to this
Government for having made the
corrast annroach to the solvtinn of
our problems, namzly, through
plenning. Most of the rroblems we
face today are due to the fact that

-

Bewldm 0575 OeFRVC®
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there had been no planning. Plan-
ning was absolutely unknown for
ten years, and that accounts for
most of the mess in this country
today.—[Interruption]. That is a
fact. And once proper planning
takes place we are sure development
would be expedited.

That is with regard to planning.
Here I must say that there must
also be some form of -central
co-ordinating authority. The pre-
vious Government hal a few plans,
but not one was implemented.
There was not one szctoral plan.
Not one ministry had a sectoral plan.
For the first time now we are having
inter-sectoral planning. Thus, deve-
lopment is being made a reality.

The Government must secondly
address itself to the question of
planning at district level. Up to the
present time we have not hal any
type of machinery for planning at
district level, and for this purpose,
first and foremost, the administra-
tive limits of government agents
will have to be changel. As it is,
today we have for Vavuniya, for
instance, one government agent.
For Anuradhapura covering an area
of six electorates, one government
agent ; for Matale covering an area
of four electorates, one government
agent ; for Kandy covering an area
of fourteen electorates, one govern-
ment agent. So, at district level,
the administrative limits of the
government agents will have to be
changei so as to bring them in line
with ths needs of the day. Even at
district level there must be some
form of planning, and I wish to
recommend it to the Hon. Minister
of Finance.

There is another question which
the Minister of Finance can look
into—the question of the corpora-
tions. Corporations today are set
up as autonomous bodies ; they are
indepenient institutions. Till re-
cently there was not even provision
requiring them to appear before
the Public Accounts Committee.
Trat change has since b2en made
and the Public Accounts Committee
now is in a position to examine the
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accounts of these corporations in
relation to the Auditor-General’s
Report. In England they have a
Seiect Committee of the House of
Commons which goes into the work-
ing of corporations, even including

policy.

Now, in Ceylon, whoever may be
in power, when you ask a question
on the Floor of this House I do not
think there is any provision for the
Minister concerned to answer that
question. Therefore there should be
a certain amount of re-thinking over
this question to see that these cor-
porations actually serve the country.

Recently we had the Rajendra
Committee. I think it was em-
powered to look into only one
aspect, namely, the pricing policy.
That is not enough. If the country
is to benefit from these corpora-
tions there must be some form of
rigil supervision over them. I
remember, about eight years ago
there was an attempt to form a
Select Committee of both sides of
the House to go into the working of
corporations. I feel that some such
step will have to be taken if the
country is to benefit from these
corporations.

Now, I come to the question of
foodstuffs. I read a number of
speeches made by hon. Members
of the Opposition which maintained
that rice is available in the world
market. True, there is rice in the
world market, but at what price ?
If the Ceylon Government is pre-
pared to pay six to eight rupees per
measure rice can be bought in the
world market.

o¢. & ¢ 8CD .
(B oo, &, g Boveur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)
Buriyani rice !

n8d wn.

(@i emSs)

(Mr. Hameed)

That reminds me of the saying that
fools rush in where angels fear to
tread. I was saying that if we are

1967 geaded ) 8
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prepared to pay between six to ten
rupees a measure we can get the rice
from the world market to be given at
twenty-five cents a measure.

Food shortage is not a problem
that confronts only Ceylon. Every
one of the 77 developing countries
in the world is facing this problem.
Luckily during the last few years 1n
certain industrialized countries there
has been over-production and thus
they have avoided a famine, but that
cannot happen always. The present
position is that the excess wheat flour
in America, which was used as a
safety valve up to last year and
rushed to countries wherever .there
was a threat of starvation, has been
contracted for by the Indian Govern-
ment. That safety valve does not
exist from last year. Therefore the
problem is something greater than
what the Opposition imagines.

MéDestn BewiEn wBnSHHS

(@@eﬁﬁmﬂm}r o LI cafa':@_rm'arsm% 2/Qi G |
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Will the hon. Member take long ?

nS .
(2@ enbs)
(Mr. Hameed)
Yes.

sé@esen Bowldn wemsRH
(Gudsafler ou gsGrreari sjeurser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am afraid you have run out of
your time. Anyway, you can continue.

DO .

(_5%7@ GlasorLoar )
(Mr. Keuneman)

We are interested. This is the first
time we heard ithat the Government
had a plan. It is good to learn.

S @wn.
(@i anfs)
(Mr. Hameed)

It is good for you to learn it. I am
happy if I have been able to teach you
at least one thing.

~
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The world population today is
about 3,000 million. Have you any
doubt about it ? —[Interruption]. In
another 40 years they expect this
number to be doubled; that is, at
the dawn of the next century it will
be about 6,000 million. If the world
is taken as a whole without boun-
daries, it is said that all the resources
and the food will be enough to feed
the world only until the end of this
century.

Therefore it is
problem. It is not confined to
Ceylon. It is not only in Ceylon
that we are facing a shortage of
food. All the developing countries
face this problem today. After
another 15 years the threat to the
world is not going to be from major
powers ; the threat to the world is
going to come from hunger and
starvation, and that is the challenge
that Hon. Prime Minister is facing
boldly so far as the country is
concerned. The Hon. Prime Minis-
ter deserves to be congratulated
for it.

a Vvery serious

The Opposition complains that the
tea market has crashed and that
commodity prices are low. It is frue.
But did this happen because we came
into office? Can one responsible
Member in the Opposition say that
the commodity markets have crashed
because of our inefficiency or be-
cause we have failed to tackle the
problem ? Far from it. This is a
problem once again that faces every
developing country and not oaly
Ceylon. All the developing countries
find that the terms of trade are un-
favourable to them. They find that
their balance of payments is un-
favourable to them. They find that
their only foreign exchange earner,
their primary ecommodities, have a
limited market, and that is why 77
countries met together and signed the
agreement in 1964 in Geneva creat-
ing UNCTAD—the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment—which is tackling this prob-
lem at an international level. This
is not a problem that is confied to
Ceylon.

L
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If the Opposition can say that these
prices have dwindled because the
National Government failed to tackle
the problem, then we stand charged
before the people of this country. But
it is not so. It is not a thing that is
limited to Ceylon. All the countries
find that one of their biggest prob-
lems is with regard to the export of
their primary commodities.

Another big problem they face is
the problem of ocean freight. You
find that during the last eight years
ocean transport rates have increased
but that the prices of primary
commodities have not increased.
If the prices of primary commo-
dities increase along with the
increasing rates of ocean transport,
then we shall not have any problem.
However, a study shows that, whilst
there has been a steady increase in
ocean transport rates during the last
8 years, there has been a decrease in
the prices of primary commodities.
That is the reason why most of the

developing countries of Latin
America, Asia and Africa have
started to establish their own

national shipping lines.

This is an aspect the National Gov-
ernment should address its mind to,
namely, the setting up of a merchant
fleet. We must set up a merchant
fleet of our own. Most of the deve-
loping countries of Asia, Africa and
Latin America have already done so.
It is true that it will not be an easy
matter. Developing countries that
have started their own shipping fleets
have had to face many problems. I
wish the National Government would
address its mind to this question.

In passing, I should like to men-
tion that under the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment there is a sub-committee on
shipping, which is doing good work.
The committee has been entrusted
with the task of making a complete
survey, especially of freight rates. It
has experienced difficulty in getting
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some of the necessary data because
most shipping companies have func-
tioned under a veil of secrecy. That
is possible because they are so well
organized.

MO BEWISs WD

{@@d&&ﬂﬂsﬁr oLy ,g{éi@ﬂ'n’&ﬁfﬂ.;' Sfeui Ser )

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The hon. Member
has already taken three-quarters of
an hour.

53D Owo.

(m@ anbs5)

(Mr. Hameed)

I started at 5 o’clock. Most of the
other Members who have spoken took
more time than had been allotted to
them. May I be given the same
privilege ?

méDeen BeT BB wLeNeEBNS

(Gupssollar ou gdGrrsart syeniser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I have given the hon. Member more
time. Anyway, he can have another
ten minutes.

nSD .

(2@t apibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

The next thing that the Govern-
ment should give its mind to is the
question of Britain’s proposed entry
into the Common Market. I do not
know whether the Ministry of Com-
merce and Trade has looked into this
matter. I suggest that, if necessary,
the Hon. Prime Minister summons a
conference of other Commonwealth
Prime Ministers who may be ad-
versely affected by this proposed
entry of Britain into the Common
Market. I say this because we do
not know to what extent we shall be
affected when Britain enters the
Common Market. It is common
knowledge that our major trade is
with Britain. The question arises as
to what would happen to the pre-
ferences that we have enjoyed if
Britain enters the Common Market.

I notice with pleasure the Prime
Minister’s statement, made in Tokyo,
that he was thinking on the lines of
a common market for South-East

1967 geededn) 8
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Asia. I read in the newspapers that
already five countries in South-East
Asia have expressed their desire to
participate in an organization of this
nature. It will really be a great ser-
vice to South-East Asia if this can be
made a reality because regional
grouping may become a fashion very
soon and, with most of the develop-
ing countries becoming industria-
lized,some sort of arrangement could
be made among these countries to
avoid as far as possible over-produc-
tion axd overlapping.

Thenext is the question of a pool.
We harse, in this country, people who
are aqualified and specialized in
variou: fields. Most of these people
—a god number of them—are not
periorning the job in which they are
specialzed. At the same time there
are Cerlonese, highly specialized in
certain fields, who are abroad. It is
up to tie Hon. Minister of Finance
to mainain a register of those who
are specalized in various fields and
who arewithin the country to ensure
that the ountry and the Government
make ust of them, and in the second
instance, ;0 have a pool of Ceylonese
who are specialized and who are
abroad scthat whenever a vacancy
occurs an! when it becomes neces-
sary for u:to have their services, we
can get intouch with them. Most
countries hve done this and I com-
mend thisto the Hon. Minister of
Finance.

Now, Sir,during the time of the
last Governtent the foreign investor
was scared way. The foreign in-
vestor did nt want to come here.
The foreign avestor found that the
political climte did not suit him.
But after th: Government came
into office it has offered them a
number of atractions and other
concessions. Tey have been al-
lowed the repatiation of profits and
everything posble has been done.
But a study of he situation shows
that foreign iyestment in this
country has notjyeen encouraging.
It is up to the Gvernment to find

out why. Why di most of these
foreign investors v to countries
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like India, Pakistan and the Philip-
pines ? This is a question that the
Government will have to go into
very carefully to find out “what is
keeping the foreign investor away
from this country. After all, all the
countries in the world have agreed
that foreign capital is necessary for
development. There is no question
about it, and there is no argument
about it.

There has been a lot of talk irom
both sides of the House about
vehicles imported for officid use
and for agricultural purposes I do
not want to go into this mater in
detail, but I would sugget that
such vehicles be painted with
labels—for example, Mlnls“,‘l:y of
Transport and Works”, or Food
Production ”. That I think would
help to reduce or to elimirate the
abuses which have been all:ged.

I do not know whethe 1t 1s
correct, but it has been sail that a
lot of food production is beng done
around Royal College judgng from
the number of vehicles meortgd
for agricultural purposes seen 1IN
that area. It has even bea alleged
that Ministers use official vehicles
for election purposes. Le us clear
this matter once and for gl. Let us
have painted labels on thse_vehmles
showing what they ar intended
fOF.

1 do not want to be prsonal, but
it has been alleged tha a number
of people in the Opposifon have got
vehiclas for food prouction pur-
poses and that they a€ not using
them for such purpose. I do not
know whether the sugestion I have
made is the correct slution to the
problem, but let usdo something
about it.

The other matter. wish to refer
to is the Maha-Illupallama project
which has gone @ for the last
thirty years. We !ave a number
of science graduaté working there.
The project was strted with a view
to helping dry zone cultivation.
Thirty years hav passed but the
project has not a any way helped
the ordinary peron in the dry zone.

Bewfdm dx5Y5 Vedacw
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I have made this point before and I
wish to make it again. That is in
regard to the location of Maha-
Illuppallama. On the one side there
is the channel leading to the Kagama
colony. On the other side is the
channel leading to Yoda-ela. The
seepage water keeps the Maha-
Illuppallama soil moist and wet even
during the driest part of the year.
So the soil of Maha-Illuppallama is
not representative of the dry zone.
And it is on this soil that we are
carrying out experiments. I think
the Government should do some
serious re-thinking on this matter so
that the Maha-Illuppallama project
can serve the people of the dry
zone.

With all the stress on paddy
cultivation, I think it is time the
Government set up a paddy research
institute. We have in this country
a Tea Research Institute, a Rubber
Research Institute, and a Coconut
Research Institute. It is a ecrying
shame that in a country like Ceylon
which is essentially a rice-eating
country, we do not have a paddy
research institute. I hope the Gov-
ernment will address itself to this
question, especially now with its
food drive on.

Right along it has been the practice

to ask people to use more and more
fertilizer.

MEWDEEN BISwI LB LB BHS
(Gupssoilar 211 ys@rreeri geiser)
(Mr, Deputy Chairman of Committees)
I should like to remind the hon.

hMember that he has taken almost an
our-

HnTD .

(2@ anls)
(Mr. Hameed)
I shall finish in ten minutes.

DN Bowr s wenSBHS

(Bwssaflar o1 ysErrearr seuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am sorry the Chair cannot allow
that.

HED e,

(2@ anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Will you allow me five minutes ?
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émesen BowlEs WmSDH
(Gupsseler o Hys@ETTFQTi 2@ &6iT)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

All right.

HnSR Own.

(2@l anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Now that the stress is on the use
of more and more fertilizer, may I
suggest that a soil survey be
conducted in keeping with this food
drive ? In Ceylon, we have con-
ducted soil surveys only in two of
the 112 D. R. O’s divisions, namely,
in the Hewagam Korale and thel
Hapitigam Korale. Even in these
two divisions the fertilizer pres-
cribed differs from the fertilizer that
is being used in other fields. There-
fore I think it is very necessary that
we should try and complete the soil
survey of this country.

Then, there is this question of are-
canuts. In the Kandyan areas every
home garden has a few arecanut trees.
Governments have come and gone,
but we have not got a decent price
for our arecanuts. '

At one stage America as well as
India used to buy our arecanuts. Now
the Malabar Coast and the region
around the Bay of Bengal are
arecanut growing areas. The last
cyclone that hit India affected these
two areas, and India will not be able
to find the arecanuts she needs for
another ten years. It will take ten
years for her to get over the effects
of the last cyclone. I think the Ceylon
Government should now enter into
negotiations with the Government of
India for the sale of our arecanuts.

Some time back when I was in New
Delhi, I had the opportunity of going
to our Embassy there and I came to
know that under the last Government
there had been certain negotiations
with the Government of India in
regard to the sale of our arecanuts,
but the price offered had been poor-
Now that there is a shortage of
arecanuts in India, I should like the
Government to take up this question.

5——55 5911—T793 67/8)
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We too are going into texti?e
production. The textile industry

Ceylon is being given a fillip. It is
said that you get the natural and
fastest colour for textiles out of
arecanut. That is why America used
to buy our arecanuts. The Govern-
ment should explore the possibility
of setting up a dye factory in this
country.

Finally, I should like to say some-
thing about internal finance. Now,
when it comes to external payments,
there is the question of internal
financing.

méDeen Bowids wnaBRNS

(@psaaflar oL YS@rrEeri e ser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairmen of Committees)

The hon. Member has taken nearly
one hour. Hon. Members on the other
side were given only 25 minutes. I
have been calling his attention many
a time.

»nd® D

(2@ ooiBs)

(Mr. Hameed)

I shall finish in three minutes if
you will not mind.

In the International Monetary
Fund the group of ten countries is an
exclusive club. Up to today the other
countries do not have any say in the
discussions and deliberations leading
to international monetary reform.
This, we find, is a big set-back to all
developing countries, and the Ceylon
dclegation at the last sessions of the
United Nations raised this problem
and a resolution has been passed to
the effect that on any international
monetary reform all countries who
are prepared to accept the obligations
should be consulted in the discussions
and decisions.

Finally, I wish the Hon. Ministex
of Finance all the luck and godspeed.
And I am sure that he will prove to
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the worthy Members of the Opposi-
tion that the time-bomb said to be
ticking under his chair is nothing but
a pus wvedi that exists in their
imagination.
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«The fourteenth session of the
UNICEF/WHO Joint Committee on
Health Policy, which met in 1965, recog-

nized that the prevention of malnutrition
is one of the functions of basic health
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services provided for the community and
that it is through these that the problem
of malnutrition of vulnerable groups can
be tackled effectively, working in close
co-operation not only with the other ser-
vices for social and economic development
provided by the State, but also with the
leaders of the community which it
intended to serve.”
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“ From the Food Balance Sheets of the
Department of Census and Statistics an
almost alarming fact is revealed in the
consumption of Calciums or Proteins per
caput day from 1959 to 1963. There has
been a gradual decrease in the consump-
tion and this would have fallen still
further with the rising of population and
a stagnant economy. ”

“ Nutritional Assessment surveys of
School children done. (From Dr. K. Maha-
deva’s paper).

Whole Island (1959)

Vitamin A deficiency 0.8%
Riboflavin 2.1%
Malnutrition .. 40%
Sub Nutrition . 936%"”

“The Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion of the U. N. in the year book
¢Production Year Book 1965 Volume 19°
has completed and availability of proteins
from vegetable and animal proteins for
66 countries.”
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“«Of the countries Ceylon had the
lowest consumption in Proteins. With
the present reduction in the consumption
of Dhal which was one of the cheapest
available proteins these figures may come
down still further.”
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I am very sorry if in the heat of
the moment I used an unparliamen-
tary word. I withdraw that. Of
course, I do not expect the hon.
Member for Dambulla to speak like
that to me.
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a¢. 8. ¢ 8 .

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, it is a
pleasure to follow the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister
of State. I personally have great
respect for this Parliamentary
Secretary. I do not propose to annoy
him by replying to him direct.

gy m .

(8o ospuES)

(Mr. Atapattu)

Any reply will be welcome. Do not
WOITY.

3@, 8. ¢ B> O

(B ared. & 19 Fovaur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, we have,
right from the inception of this
Government held the view that
this Government has been pro-
tecting and developing capitalist
interests in this country. Budget
after budget has brought us proof
of this fact. As a matter of fact,
I do not think there has been a
budget presented to this House which
has been such a big fraud as the pre-
sent one. This is a budget in which
the Hon. Minister of Finance has
completely ignored the masses of
this country.

Government Members tell us that
the Hon. Minister has introduced a
new rural credit scheme for the far-
mer which will help to promote the
food drive that this Government has
started. I am afraid this credit
scheme has placed greater burdens on
the farmer. The farmer, who was
getting his agricultural loan at an

1967 gecded ) 8
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interest of 2 per cent from the
Department of Agrarian Services, is
now called upon to pay interest at 12
per cent for that same loan.

The Government has quietly passed
on the burden of lending and collect-
ing this money from the farmer to
the Bank of Ceylon and the People’s
Bank. The loans are guaranteed by
the Central Bank. The People’s Bank
is, in turn, passing the baby on to the
Co-operative Movement. The Bank
is now asking the co-operative socie-
ties to give an undertaking that the
societies will pay the loan back within

270 days, and that they agree to the:
loan being deducted from any funds.

lying to their credit with the bank.

As you know, Sir, co-operative
societies are engaged in various types
of business in this country. There
are certain co-operative societies
which maintain a fairly good bank
balance. Now, I ask you, what is the
position of a co-operative society if it
is unable to recover the money from
the farmers to whom the money has
been lent ? What will happen under
this scheme is that all the monies
lying to the credit of the co-operative
society will be taken by the bank in

liquidation of the debts of the
farmers.

I suppose the Hon. Minister will
tell us that the societies will make
representations if the money cannot
be recovered from the farmers, and
the Government will then give them
time to pay. That would mean a
time-lag, and for a couple of months
at least the co-operative societies will

have to run in circles trying to get
their money back.

Therefore, I say that there is no
reason whatever why the Govern-
ment should pass the responsibility
of lending and collecting from the
farmers to the banks. The scheme in
existence was working quite satis-
factorily, and there was no reason
why this responsibility should have
been passed on to the banks and the

farmer called upon to pay a higher
rate of interest,.
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The Hon. Minister in his Budget
speech boasted about their achieve-
ments in the food drive. As a matter
of fact, he mentioned increased yields
in certain commodities. He does not
mention anything about the commo-
dities which were meant to be grown
by the large syndicates, the large
capitalist concerns that were given
57,000 acres of Crown land. Some of
the main items that were to be grown
by them are chillies, Bombay onions,
green gram and the like. There is
not a word about them in his Budget
speech. Of course, the Hon. Minister
says that large extents have been
opened up for the -cultivation of
chillies. It is two years since this
Crown land was given. I remember
that on the Floor of this House I said
.that this scheme would be a complete
-failure, that these subsidiary food-
stuffs were not items that could be
grown by large capitalist syndicates,
and that they were labour intensified
crops, essentially of family groups,
that should be grown by village
farmers.

Now 57,000 acres of Crown land
and much foreign exchange has been
given to these people. What have
they achieved ? All that has happened
is that the 3 oz. ration of chillies is
now being reduced to 13 oz. according

to your own press.

gy e m D
(9w 955u55)
(Mr. Atapattu)
It is not correct.

. & ¢ B Q.

(85 oo @. 19 Glvaur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

I am told that it is not correct. We
will have to wait and see. The press
announced that the Government con-
templates reducing the chilli ration
of 3 ozs. to 1. As a matter of fact,
over the weekend at the Galle Dis-
trict Co-ordinating Committee meet-
ing, the hon. Member for Ratgama
(Mr. D. E. Tillekeratne) and the hon.
Member for Ambalangoda (Dr.
Saddhasena) moved a resolution
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asking the Government not to reduce
the ration. I pointed out to the hon.
Gentlemen that it is pointless bring-
ing that resolution there and that if
they sincerely did not want the ration
reduced they had one course of action,
namely, to vote against this Budget.
I understand that the hon. Member
for Ambalangoda participated in this
Debate this morning, but did not
mention a word about his fears over
the reduction of the chilli ration.
Well, I suppose he dare not mention
it here.

Anyway, after two years of this
intensive food drive, I ask the
Government, what have you been
able to give us ?

30 DS e,
G OB :E8Ee@’n eTnd)

(Bl  eflwer
QY& FAGT UTTTEHLETPE STALSAR)

(cesaa)n
& GO GO 11 &5 T— & & T ST T

(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Health)

Red onions.
OC¢. 8 ¢ 8D Ow.

(B erov. 8. 19 Goveur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Red onions ? 1 would like to tell
my hon. and fair Friend that red
onions were given to us long before
you assumed office.

When you were giving 57,000 acres
to the capitalist undertakings, I
mentioned that the Jaffna farmer
was ahle to make the country self-
sufficient in red onions and that there
was no reason why the Sinhalese
farmers of the Wanni could not make
the country self-sufficient in the other
subsidiary food crops if the Govern-
ment gave the proper encouragement.
The last Government, in the Budget
introduced by the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera), gave
a guaranteed price for a number of
commodities like chillies. Unfortu-
nately, before that scheme was put
into operation, the Government fell.
You are still continuing to give that
quaranteed price but today the posi-
tion is that the wvillage farmer is
unable to cultivate. He is no longer
an independent man. Large syndi-
cates have opened up large acres of
land and he has become a slave. He
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has lost his independence. He is no
longer an independent goviya. He
has become a labourer in these under-
takings.

I think the Hon. Prime Minister
is already day-dreaming of seeing the
country as a rice exporter. I read in
the press some speech he had made
somewhere that before long
we would be exporting rice.
I think he must be day-dreaming.
As far as we are aware this food
drive has completely failed. As a
matter of fact, I personally feel that
either the Hon. Minister is taking this
whole country for a ride or he is
being taken for a ride by his officials.

In this food drive there have been
ample opportunities for various
rackets to be operated. There have
been foreign exchange rackets and
import of personnel rackets. You will
remember, a policy of Ceylonization
was started in this country several
years ago. But under the pretext of
this food drive several foreigners
have been brought into this country,
and they have been passed on not to
the food drive but to plantations,
displacing Ceylonese planters. I know
of several cases where Ceylonese
planters were asked to go home to
give room to the newly-brought-in
Englishmen. I think the Hon.
Minister should take some action in
this respect. If he does not intervene
we shall once again find this country
flooded with personnel from abroad,
when we ourselves are in a position
to fill such posts.

I do not propose to deal with the
land army. I think several hon. Mem-
bers explained at length what this
land army is. I think it would be
proper for the land army to first think
of fending for themselves because I
understand they have to live on
three meals of bread. This army
which has been set up to produce
rice for the consumption of the
entire country is expected live
on bread right throughout. That is
probably the reason why they are
quitting.

About the cost of living the Finance
Minister in his Budget speech says:

“During the year, 1966, there were
periodic scarcities in common consumer
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goods such as chillies, onions, coriander
and milk powder which caused _some
increase in their open market prices.
[OFFIciAL REPORT, 25¢h July 1967 ; Vol.
73, c. 21.]
I think it would have been more
appropriate for the Hon. Minister to
have said: “ During the year 1966,
in a period of near starvation, there
were occasional supplies of these
commodities. ” The hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
State tried to make out that there is
no shortage of food and that the
prices are not high. As a matter of
fact the question today is not one of
prices but of the non-availability of
the goods.

The hon. Second Member for
Akurana (Mr. Hameed) told us that
there were no queues for karavala
and for chillies. The hon. Second
Member for Akurana has been more
often out of the country than here
and I think he has to be excused.
His ignorance of conditions at home
has to be excused. He seems to be
completely unaware of the hardships
that the people have to face—the
non-availability of consumer goods,
the non-availability of everything as
a matter of fact.

With regard to this “revenue
earner ”’, tourism, the boast of not
only the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary but also his Minister, I do not
know whether their expectations
would materialize. But we can see
one thing clearly. I know that right
opposite the Hikkaduwa “ Coral
Islands Hotel ” there are 67 fisher-
families living in tenements. Now
the Government proposes to acquire
that entire area for a car park for
that hotel. This Government con-
siders a car park for that hotel more
important than dwelling-houses for
67 innocent fisher-families.

When this matter was discussed at
another place the Member for
Ratgama (Mr. D. E. Tillekeratne) —
Hikkaduwa is within his constituency
—said that these people will be given
alternative land. I suppose that will
be at Walawe.

These people have been fishermen
for generations, and they will con-
tinue to be fishermen. As a matter
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of fact with the new educational
policy of the Government I think
even their children will be fisher-
men. So it is very essential that
they are housed where they are at
present.

Somebody said at the same meet-
ing that these fisherfolk will be paid
compensation for their houses. [
pointed out that the question of
compensation does not arise because
the land on which their dwelling-
houses stand belongs to a wealthy
landowner in that area. If any
compensation is paid it will be paid
not to these poor fishermen but to
the landowner. So these 67 fisher-
families will soon have to give way
to the limousines of the tourists that
come to that hotel.

On the Tourist Board and the
department I do not want to dwell
at length. My Colleague, the hon.
Member for Dehiowita (Mr. Weera-
sekera), had occasion here to criticize
a gentleman by the name of Chibb.
I only wish to say that he is not the
only person who merits criticism.
There are some big rogues in that
place. I know of another person—
I do not want to mention his name
just yet—who has got there from the
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs, and he is up to the same
rackets. I do hope he takes this as a
warning. If he does not heed this
warning I will not hesitate to mention
his name on the very next occasion.

As a matter of fact I understand
that the Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs, is awaiting this person’s
return to the Ministry to have him
charged.

I think the Minister of State and his
Parliamentary Secretary should pay
heed to the advice of the hon. Member
for Dehiowita ; otherwise they will
be making themselves parties to
very big frauds and rackets.

I have said on every occasion I have
got un here that the trade policy of
this Gnovernment is to bolster uo the
capitalist system. As a matter of fact

Ld
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whatever trade was taken over
by the last Government is being
gradually given back to the private
trade.

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
(Mr. Ilangaratne) had occasion to
mention a number of concrete instan-
ces about agencies and monopolies
held by the C. W. E. being given over
to the private trade. It is going on ;
so much so that even very scarce
commodities are in the hands of the
private trade. That is one reason
why these commodities are not
available. Naturally there are no
queues because the commodities are
not at all available.

If the Government is sincere in its
attempt to provide the people with
essential consumer goods at fair and
reasonable prices I think the Gov-
ernment must take over the import
of all essential commodities and get
the distribution done by the C.W.E.
and the co-operatives. What is hap-
pening now is that the co-operative
movement is being completely side-
tracked. The Government does not
want to trust that movement, and
in preference to it they have started
trusting their friends, the people
who voted them into power, the
people who spent on their elections.
Those mudalalis are once again at
their old game.

The Co-operative Department had
been handling for over a decade the
entire distribution of fertilizer to
the farmer, but for the first time this
Government has thought it fit to take
it out of the co-operatives. They have
appointed private distributors who
are private traders, and these traders
distribute the fertilizer that is given
at subsidized rates to the goviyas.
There is absolutely no need to hand
this over to the private trade. I pro-
tested against this to the Government
Agent, Galle. I told him that at least
in my area the co-operative move-
ment could handle the distribution,
but my protests have not been
heeded. In spite of my protests a
private trader has been appointed
and once again that trader is at his

old game.
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Even paddy purchases under the
guaranteed price scheme will slacken
because the goviyas who obtain the
fertilizer from private mudalalis
will be given some sort of credit by
the mudalalis who in turn will take
over the paddy from the gowiyas at
a lower price than the guaranteed
price.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, it is a well-
known racket. The purchase of
paddy below the guaranteed price
has been in operation since the
guaranteed price scheme was intro-
duced. The step taken by this
Government will only make it more
feasible and more convenient for the
trader to operate that racket.

- The Government speaks of this
Budget as a very popular budget.
The hon. Second Member for Aku-
rana (Mr. Hameed) tried to tell us
that not a single trade union or trade
unionist nor a single local authority
has so far protested against this
Budget. As I said earlier, the hon.
Second Member for Akurana must
have returned to the Island only a
couple of days back, and probably
has not had the time to read the
various statements that were made
the day after the Budget speech was
made. Trade unionists who were
well known supporters of this
Government have criticized this
Budget. Mr. Wilfred Perera of the
Postmasters’ Union, for instance,
called it * a fraud’. I am just quot-
ing one trade unionist.

The hon. Second Member for
Akurana also said that not a single
local authority had protested against
this Budget. Well, local authorities
are still meeting. I would like to
ask the Government and the Hon.
Minister of Finance whether a single
local authority, even a single U. N. P.
administered local authority, has up
to now congratulated the Minister on
the Budget. Well, I have seen press
reports of what has transpired at
meetings of local authorities, and I
find that even bodies like the
Municipal Council of Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia, which is headed by the hon.
Parliamentary  Secretary to the
Minister of Labour, Employment and
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Housing, have passed resolutions
asking the Government not to lega-
lize bookies. I suppose they fear
that when the Hon. Minister of
Finance studies the proposals of the
Taxation Commission he would
think of legalizing the bookies, and
they feel they should tell the Gov-
ernment not to do so. I think that
not a single local authority, not even
the one headed by my hon. Friend
the Member for Wennappuwa,
where all the members are from the
United National Party, has congra-
tulated the Government on this
Budget. [Interruption]. He is not
a member now. Now he has remote
control !

The Hon. Minister of Finance talks
of the Planning Department, the
various advisory councils that have
been formed and the planned deve-
lopment that is taking place. I
think it is common knowledge that
there is no co-ordination even among
the departments under the same

ministry, leave alone among the
different ministries.

During the Prime Minister’s visits
to the various schemes in connection
with the food drive we read press
reports regarding complaints made by
farmers about the non-availability of
irrigation  facilities. Hundreds of
farmers who have undertaken the
cultivation of large extents of land on
the Government’s guarantee that the
necessary irrigation facilities would
be provided, have been completely
let down and their crops have failed,
because the Irrigation Department
has not been able to meet the require-
ments of those farmers. I do not
know whether it is deliberate
sabotage on the part of the Irrigcation
Department, but I dare say that they
have completely failed in providing
the necessary irrigation facilities.

I have said over and over again on
the Floor of this House that if there
is going to be any agricultural
development in this countary the
Irrication Department must come
under the Ministry of Agriculture.
The Minister of Land does not want
to release this devartment from his
control ; he wants to hold all the
departments that he now controls.
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But that should not be allowed to
hinder the progress of the food drive.
The Hon. Prime Minister should have
enough courage to tell the Hon.
Minister of Land that the Depart-
ment of Irrigation is a department
that must necessarily be under the
Minister of Agriculture. Unless this
is done, I say, year after year, season
after season, crops will suffer the
same fate that they have suffered in
the past.

As you know, no cultivation can be
done without proper irrigation facili-
ties. This is particularly so in the dry
zone. Even in the wet zone our
problem today is the result of the
blunders on the part of the Irrigation
Department. In the south, all those
paddy lands that depended on the
Madu-ganga Scheme, Madampe-ela
and Hikkaduwa-ela have suffered
and their crops have failed. The
recent rains have inundated the
entire area but the Irrigation Dep-
artment has done nothing. We were
not able to get even a dredger from
them to drain the flood waters out.
Really, it is because of the blunders
and bungling on their part that
people in those parts of the country
are today suffering.

The Hon. Minister of Land started

what is called the Madu-ganga
Scheme to prevent salt water
getting into the Madu-ganga.

After several lakhs of rupees had
been spent on that scheme, today
nothing grows in that river. Even
things like olu that wused to
grow there do not grow there now.
The breeding of prawns in that river
has stopped because there is too much
of sea water. The scheme designed
to prevent the inflow of sea water
has now resulted in the entire area
getting inundated with sea water.
The bund that has been constructed
has become the biggest problem of
the fisher-folk at Balapitiya. There
have been as many as seven fatal
accidents due to that bund. The sand
bar created at that point prevents the
fishermen from taking their boats
across, and during periods of rough
seas boats capsize at that point. Every
year during the Budget Debate, in
the Committee stage, I have  been
asking that this partly construefed
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bund be completed or that it be com-
pletely demolished. Unfortunately my
request has fallen on deaf ears and
i'tf continues to take toll of human
ife.

They talk so much of co-ordina-
tion, the Planning Secretariat and
the Advisory Council, but what have
they done? Let me give you an
example. The Government proposes
to install a second plywood factory at
Avissawella. If it is in the national
interest projects of this nature should
be located at places where it is easy
to obtain the raw material and
where other connected facilities are
freely available. I suppose those
are the criteria by which the sites
for projects of this nature are chosen.
When Mr. William de Silva, the for-
mer Member for Devinuwara, was
the Minister of Industries in the first
M. E. P. Government, I as a consti-
tuent of his requested him to install
the second cement factory at
Akurana, but he very politely said
that he had investigated the possibi-
lity of this project and that the
experts had advised him that
Puttalam was the better site. I as a
constituent of his agreed to it in the
national interest.

Now on the question of the siting
of the second plywood factory at
Avissawella I say the only suitability
it has is that it is in the electorate
of the Hon. Minister of Industries and
Fisheries. There is no other reason
why it should be located at Avissa-
wella. As you know, Sir, the raw
material for plywood is timber and
Avissawella is not a timber growing
area. There is no big waterway run-
ning through Avissawella by which
timber could be brought down. I
think the last Government selected
a site somewhere along the bank of
Kalu-ganga. At least the Kalu-
ganga is running through large tim-
ber reservations and it should have
been possible for the timber to be
brought down to the Kalu-
ganga and stored in the river itself.
Timber storage has to be done in
water. I ask these planners, the plan-
ners about whom the Government is
boasting, on what criteria did they
select Avissawella as the site for the
second plywood factory ?
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e BEF vuNsY¢g .

(8- QLerfe QuiearCrm)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)
Because of the Kelani-ganga.

2. 8. ¢ 8d 2 @,

(B erov. &. 19 Gloveurr)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

My hon. Friend from Negombo does
not know through which part of the
country the Kelani flows.

e BE N5y ¢ D,
(8- Qerfe QuieamrCLrr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)
Very close to Avissawella.

2¢. 8. ¢ 8> Ow.

(B arar. &. 19 Gloveur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Very close, but certainly not
through Avissawella. It may be very
close to Avissawella, but it does not
flow through Avissawella.

e BE sonsyg Dcn.
(,@@ G_zr@o @urf@ﬁaﬁTct_ﬂ'}
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I never meant that it ran through
Avissawella.

3. B. ¢ BED O

((Q@ aTa, &. 19 Soveur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Then there can be more rivers like
that !

This is the type of planning that is
being done. During the Debate on the
Throne Speech I said that this Gov-
ernment, which was critical of the
last Government and which said that
the last Government started seeni-
bola industries, had again approved
the manufacture of Delta toffee by
one of the Government’s greatest
chums, the cousin of Mr. Ranjit Wije-
wardena. I suppose the only reason
for it to be allowed was that the
permit was sought by a supporter of
this Government, a government that
was criticizing the last Government
for having established a number of
seenibola industries. What is the
defence ? What are the reasons you
can give for allowing a further seeni-
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bola industry ? If it is your policy
that any industry is to be approved,
if it is to be established by the
“ proper person ”, please tell us, but
do not try to take us for a ride saying,
“This is all done on a national secale,
they are all planned out ”. This is the
type of planning that is being done.

With regard to the industrial policy
of the Government, we were told
that a bureau of standards would be
set up and prices of locally manufac-
tured industrial products would be
controlled. We have been told this a
number of times. The hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary who has been very
vociferous about these matters unfor-
tunately is not in the House at the
moment, but nothing has happened
up to now. Industrialists are having
a gay time. Nobody controls them.
There is no price control on their
products.

cazxIBCE yrnsIg .
(8. Qrar@ey Quii@eanrCrim)
(Mr, Denzil Fernando)

They are controlled by an Act of
Parliament.

AF. 8. ¢ B .

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

There is no control anyway. The
only control is the demand. If there
is no demand the prices come down.
That is about the only control.

In regard to fisheries, the Govern-
ment in its Throne Speech stated that
they even contemplate exporting fish.
As I said earlier, from my point of
view, this was the biggest joke. We
are talking of exporting fish to earn
foreign exchange. I represent a fishing
village. Even in my own constituency
only a very small percentage can
afford to eat fish. That is the position.
The Government has failed to give
any assistance to the people in the
fishing industry. I ask this Govern-
ment, since it assumed office—the
hon. Member for Negombo will
also know—how many boats, how
many engines have been proviied,
what steps have been taken
to provide housing and also
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proper marketing facilities ? Nothing
has been done. This is an industry
which the Government has com-
pletely forgotten.

They started a Fisheries Corpora-
tion and today I think the corpora-
tion is run by the St. John’s Market
mudalalis. That is the fact.

e BE yomsY ¢ .

(D QLarfe QuireyarCL )

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

You see what the National Govern-
ment has done in Tangalla, Mirissa,
Galle!

O¢. 8. ¢ 8 @wn.

(_,@@ aTe, &F. 19 Seveur )

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

What have they done? Both at
Tangalla and Galle the fisheries
harbours were planned not by the
National Government but by the last
Government.

HDeB omES @& ¢ B
(gocouy m)

(seor s Qaredfler g
s b 5 )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Agalawatta)

That is the national government
he is referring to. He knows his
Government is not national.

a¢. 8. ¢ 8> .

(B oo, &. 19 Gdvaur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Not national. Oh I see !

The last Government had planned
a number of fisheries harbours.
Work had commenced on a number
of them.

g Fever—

Y BF wrsnsY ¢ .
(B QLer@e QuiEarCLrr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)
Planning is not enough.

OCE. 8. ¢ BT 9w

(8 aréd, & 19 Beveur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

And this Government has comple-
tely done away with that scheme
except in Tangalla, Galle and Beru-
wala. They have done away with
those proposals and they now propose
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to set up harbours in places not
where they are necessary but in
electorates that are represented by
Government Members of Parliament.
That is the planning.

Balapitiya was to have a first-class
fisheries harbour. As a matter of fact
land was acquired for this purpose.
Balapitiya had been a harbour long
ago. It is a harbour to which vessels
had come. There was even a customs
office in that place. It is more or less
a natural harbour, and all that is
necessary is to make certain improve-
ments. Land was even acquired for
an ice-making plant to be installed
there so that fish could be stored till
marketing arrangements were made.
That entire scheme has been aban-
doned by this Government. I suppose
they have abandoned it because the
people of Balapitiya choose to elect
as their representative in this House
a person who was not supporting this
Government. That seems to be the
only reason. This is the type of plan-
ning they talk about.

The Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
boasts that one thousand handloom
centres will go into production soon.
But today the handloom weavers are
in utter distress. They cannot get
yarn. The price of yarn has sky-
rocketed.

oG DY BDlewny
(Qsorras oymssseui eHAT)
(An hon. Member)

That is a yarn.

o¢. 8. ¢ G Own.

(8w orov. &. 19 Hovaur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

You can say that that is a yarn, but
the fact remains that the price of
yarn has sky-rocketed. The reason
for this is that it is in private hands.

There is also difficulty in marketing
the products. The Government must
establish a number of finishing plants
for these handlooms. Today the
finishing is done by some private
industries—I think the hon. Member
for Moratuwa (Mr. Ruskin Fernando)
has a virtual monopoly—and it is
found that there is discrimination
against certain weavers who are
politically not with them. These
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weavers are not entertained in the
factories, and their products are not
accepted for finishing. Iknow that
this has happened even in the suburbs
of Ambalangoda. I have had com-
plaints from weavers in my electo-
rate that their products have not
been accepted by the factory owner
for finishing because politically they
were not with him. The Govern-
ment must step in and see that a
scheme is formulated, so that these
poor handloom weavers will not be
at the mercy of a few capitalists who
control the industry. It is easy for
you to shake your head.

cRYBCE wnsY g .
(B Orer@e Qui@enGLrr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

We are doing the good.

O¢. 8. ¢ 8> dw.
(B oo, &. 19 Hovar)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

You are doing the good! You
speak so much about planning, but
has the Government given its atten-
tion to the question of probing the
C. T. B.? You promised to clean up
the entire administration, to wipe out
corruption and nepotism. But what
has happened now ? You have gone
down to levels never reached before.
You charged the last Government
with appointing defeated candidates
to the various boards and corpora-
tions, but today you are not only
filling the directorates of boards and
corporations with defeated candidates
but you are also throwing qualifica-
tions to the winds and appointing
unqualified persons to the Public
Service and to the corporations.

cABY 8C BB ¢ Do
(B Quer&a Quii @)erGrr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)
They are doing well.

ac. 8. ¢ BT @
(B arov. g. 5 Roar)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

They are doing well only by your
assessment.
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Today, on the Floor of this House
I raised a question about a certain
appointee to the C.T.B., a person who
was dismissed from the Public
Service for misappropriating public
funds from the National Savings
Movement.

@el e 8sY 8. ¢ BC
(soorff Qarevdlear oyi- 19 Heer)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That is the best qualification under
this Government.

ac. 8. ¢ 8D Own.
(,Q@ GTe., &F. 19. Hevaur )
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

The hon. Member for Agalawatta
says that is the best qualification
under this Government to get a job.
—[Interruption]. A person who was
dismissed from the Public Service
for misappropriating funds belonging
to the National Savings Movement
has been appointed to a post in the
C.T.B. carrying a salary of Rs. 400
basic. The Hon. Minister admitted
that.

oY RE wonzYg S
(Bm- QLér&e Quir@yarGrr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

It is a small sum.

meh omnd 8 8. ¢ B
(es@):r{tﬁﬁ Garovaller i 19 Sovaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He must be doing it on a larger
scale now.

OF. 8. ¢ 8C 2 .
(8w Qerde QuiEeanGLmr)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

It is for that type of person that
the C.T.B. has become a home—a
place where that type of person is
emvloyed. It will be in the Govern-
ment’s interest—you need not tell
us—to find out these things for their
own information.
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AT BE BNy D,
(8m. A ear@ey Gui@enCrmr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)
Come on to this side.

©¢. 8. ¢ 82 ®w.

(;9\5 eTar, &£. 19- Qéﬂ@m‘)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

We will come there soon. At the
rate you are going we will come on
to that side sooner than expected.—
[Interruption].

D08 omE 3 @8 ¢ BED
(sorflp Qsrovslear opr- 19 Hoveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I do not think we should always
have evidence after the tea interval
of the development of the kasippu
industry in this country.

@GD. &. < ﬁe’@: D¢,

(8w erev. &. 19 Qeovaur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, it will be
in the Government’s own interest to

probe these appointments in the
o1 B

I understand that the C.T.B. is now
running at a loss. We are not
surprised at all because as Member
for Balapitiya I know personally and
I am also happy that there is hardly

a person in my electorate who
is unemployed now. They are
all employed in the CT.B. I

should be happy about this, and I am
happy.—[Interruption]. The unem-
ployment problem in my electorate
has been solved but that is not fair
by the country. Qualifications have
been thrown to the winds in making
appointments in the C.T.B.

It will be interesting to find out
for yourself how many drivers and
conductors are available in the
C.T.B. in relation to the number of
buses. It is now common knowledge
that buses that go into the garage for
repairs never come out. Once every
few months the chairman flies to
London and comes back with a fleet
of double-deckers. Every time that
Is what happens. He does a trip,

Bewldm @535 eI Ew

1024
—6¢d®m 6 Hwde

and comes back with a fleet of
double-deckers.

The buses that go into the garages
do not come back after repairs
because the repairers are no longer
those who have any knowledge of
that subject. Those who knew and
who had the knowledge have been
sent away and now you have mere—
[Interruption]. It is a pity that every
time we repeat these things you do
not even bother to check up to see
whether what we have stated is true.

We know a lot more about how and
why the double-deckers are brought
in periodically. We shall deal with
that at the appropriate time.

cfow 0w cweldh Ow. (cDsImedeyd)
(8w. Quawppen QUG rrr—Qeveirariije)
(Mr. Festus Perera—Wennappuwa)
To transport passengers.

oC¢. 8. ¢ 8D Own.

(Bm. erev. &. 19 Revaur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Yes, to transport passengers !
About the tea market, the hon.

Member for Teldeniya (Mr. Raja
Kulatillake) mentioned  certain
matters . I do not want to repeat
them. But the hon. Second Member
for Akurana (Mr. Hameed) threw a
challenge. He asked whether any
Member of the Opposition could say
that the fall in the prices of tea and
rubber was due to any bungling on
the part of the Government. We
certainly say that the fall in tea
prices has been due to the bungling
of this Government, at least in
respect of one major matter. Probably
before long we will not be able to
sell our low-grown teas at all
Perhaps that is why the Prime Minis-
ter is now thinking of tourism as an
alternative revenue earner to tea.

The Government is now thinking
of tourism with grand hotels, limou-
sines and semi-naked tourists on our
beaches. I wonder what will happen
to the culture of this country.
Already your own supporters
in the Bentara and Hikka-
duwa areas, big U. N P. stal-
warts, are waiting till you come
back to seek their votes again. They
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are fed up with your tourist industry.
[Interruption]. The hon. Member for

Negombo (Mr. Denzil Fernando)

comes from a place where this sort

of thing has been tolerated for quite

Islome time. So it is nothing new to
im.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) when he was
Minister of Finance introduced a
scheme in his Budget whereby
students entering the unversities
were afforded an opportunity of
getting a loan of Rs. 3,000 on the
guarantee of their parents, the loan to
be liquidated by the students after
they secured employment. Although
it has not been stated that that
scheme has been done away with,
the Government has almost directed
the banks to refuse such applications
for loans.

As a matter of fact the People’s
Bank, which was giving small loans
to the rural folk for things like farm-
ing, today requires guarantors, if
they are public servants, with a basic
salary of Rs. 520 a month, or if they
are not public servants, income tax
payers with an income of Rs. 6,000 a
year. These were not requirements
earlier. What happens under this
scheme ? There are no public servants
in those rural areas with a basic
salary of Rs. 520. Therefore the
present requirement of the People’s
Bank in regard to guarantors
virtually withdraws the facility that
was previously available to the rural
folk. This is a matter that should be
gone into by the Hon. Minister of
Finance. Today a villager who wants
to get a Rs. 500 loan from the People’s
Bank has to get two income tax
payers with an income of Rs. 6,000 or
two public servants drawing a basic
salary of Rs. 520 a month, as
guarantors. Rs. 520 is a very high
salary. Even an officer in the Ceylon
Adminisrative Service, I think, would
take three or four years to reach the
salary point of Rs. 520. Earlier, such
loans were guaranteed by public
servants, like teachers. They were
the peovle who guaranteed those
loans. Today the rural peasant has
no chance of getting a loarfromthe
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People’s Bank. As a matter of fact I
would suggest to the Hon. Minister of
Finance that if he does not alter this
restrictive qualification for guaran-
teeing loans when he introduces the
proposed amendment to  the
the People’s Bank Act, he might as
well rename this bank, “ Some
People’s Bank” and not “ The
People’s Bank ”, because it com-
pletely shuts out the poorer fellow.
The poor folk who really were the
constituents of that bank, for whom
the bank was really meant, are no
longer benefited, they are completely
shut out. I would strongly urge
the Hon. Minister to go into this
matter and ask the board of diree-
tors of the People’s Bank to com-
pletely review the credit scheme,
both in regard to loans to farmers,
where they want a guarantee from
income tax payers with an annual
income of Rs. 6,000 or public servants
drawing Rs. 520 or more, as well as
loans to university students.

I know that even in the branch of
the Peopl’s Bank at Ambalangoda
there are over fifty applicants for
loans to university students which
have been rejected for want of such
guarantors.

You will appreciate that it is not
possible for a village student to get
this type of guarantor. The bank was
meant for the ordinary people. It
was in fact the proud boast of the
last Government that this bank was
set up to give relief to the rural folk,
to relieve them of their indebtedness.
But today the bank is fast becoming
a commercial bank like any other
bank.

I think the Hon. Minister should
view this matter fairly seriously and
try to restore these facilities, the
facilities which the bank had made
available earlier.

I made inquiries about this new
system, and I understand that the
reason for doing away with this faci-
lity was that the bank had sued a
guarantor who happened to be a pub-
lic servant whose salary was below
this salary point and he had taken
cover under the Public Servants Lia-
bilities“Ordinance. A public servant
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drawing a basic salary of Rs. 520 or
more a month cannot take cover
under that Ordinance. Just because
one person had taken that step, I do
not think it would be fair for the bank
to have altered the entire scheme. On
the one hand it is an insult to the
entire Public Service, and on the
other it is absolutely unfair by the
rural peasantry.

cAYHCE snsYe O,
(8 Qrenbior Quir@eanGLr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

That is a privilege given to the
Public Service.

oC¢. 8. ¢ B Ow.

(8@ erev. &, 19 Kevaur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

That is the point. Merely because
one public servant claimed that privi-
lege under the Public Servants
Liabilities Ordinance and sought
refuge there, it does not mean that
they should never be accepted as
guarantors thereafter, That is an
insult to the entire Public Service.

Therefore I would strongly urge
that the Hon. Minister of Finance
discusses this matter with the direc-
tors of the People’s Bank and
restores this facility.—[Interruption].
Mr. Deputy Chairman, if my hon.
Friend from Wennappuwa wants to
speak, certainly I will give way.
Otherwise he should not interfere
with my liberty to make my speech.

Then the other point is about
housing. During the Debate on the
Address of Thanks the Hon. Minister
of Housing boasted about the number
~of flats the National Housing Depart-
ment has built, the number of hous-
ing loans given, and so on. But,
whatever his boast may be, the speed
with which the Department of Natio-
nal Housing deals with applications
for loans is not at all commendable.
I know of a case in my constituency
where the applicant has been waiting
for the last three years to get the loan
—[Interruption]. The hon. Member
for Negombo (Mr. Denzil Fernando)
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says, “ Only one ”, but that is the only
case that has been brought to my
notice ; I know of a number of others.
—[Interruption]. There are appli-
cants in the House itself. I suppose
it is that type of applicant that delays
the applications of rural applicants !

The Housing Department has a
scheme to construct houses and give
them out on the rent-purchase basis.
In the Ambalangoda Electorate—I do
not think the hon. Member for Am-
balangoda touched on this—and with-
in my town council, the Town Coun-
cil of Watugedera, the Housing
Department constructed 20 houses.
Out of these 20 houses only two have
been given out so far; the other 18
have remained closed for the last two
years. It is a crime, when there is
such a housing shortage in the coun-
try, to keep 18 houses closed. The
reason for this is that the rent is ex-
cessive : they want a rent of Rs. 40 a
month for 20 years. It works out to
almost Rs. 10,000. These are small
houses and are not worth that
amount. The Minister of Housing
should go into this and try to reduce
the rent. Maybe, the Government
has spent that amount, and I under-
stand the department fixes the rent
on the basis of the amount spent. If
they select bad sites and if they have
to spend extra money on site-cutting
and things like that, it is not fair to
add that extra expenditure to the cost
of the house. The very fact that these
18 houses have remained closed with-
out anybody applying for them for as
long as two years, is ample evidence,
ample proof, that the rent fixed is
excessive. Therefore, when the Hou-
sing Department fixes the rent they
must consider the real value of the
house and not what they spent on it.
I hope something will be done to
reduce the rent of these houses and
give them out early.

MWD BewTEn wEenSsy N
(@@é‘&eﬂs&r oLl YG@rrEaTi 9)6uT&er)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Will the hon. Member take much
longer ?

\
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o¢. 8 ¢ 8D .

(B erer. &, y. Geeur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

If there is any other speaker I can
wind up. Otherwise, the House will
adjourn if I stop my speech.

DMODLLN BICwIEs @8BS S
(@wssafler e gys&rreerr 9eurser)

waiting to speak.

9. 8. ¢ BT .
(B erev. &, 1 Qovaur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Then I will not take lon¥:

There is one other matter I wish
to mention. The last Government
had a scheme where co-operative
labour societies and multi-purpose co-
operative societies were given the
privilege of undertaking government
contracts up to a lakh of rupees with-
out tender deposit. While this
Government has not issued any ins-
tructions to the contrary, certain
departments seem to have completely
forgotten this scheme. The applica-
tions of co-operative societies for
tender forms to apply for wvarious
works have been rejected and they
have been asked to furnish a tender
deposit and so on. It is time the
Hon. Minister of Finance sent a re-
minder to all the departments stating
that the decision of the last Govern-
ment doing away with the tender
deposit and allowing co-operative
societies and multi-purpose co-
operative societies to undertake work
up to a lakh of rupees stands.

Sir, I thank you very much for
having so kindly permitted me to
speak at some length. I am sorry
to state that for the reasons stated
we cannot expect very much from
this Government and that we are
unable to support this Budget.
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g. en. 8

of ued Oef cvel8dH Ow.

(8@ Quevppew QuUGrrr)

(Mr. Festus Perera)
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(sarflE Garoeear QYT 19 Heveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
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It being 8.30 p.M., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday,
9th August 1967.
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And it being 8.31 P.M., MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES adjourned the
House without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until
10 aAm. on Wednesday, 9th
August 1967, pursuant to the
Resolution of the House of 7th
August 1967.
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