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GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH [Col. 600] :
Debate on the Address [Fifth Day]

Debate adjourned
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The House met at 10 A.m,, MR. SPEAKEI}

[Tee Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY COREA] in the
- Chair.
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SITTING OF THE HOUSE
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(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence & External Affairs)

I move,

LIT S STLIL) N EF &F T FLh

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 10 A.M., on Sunday, 21st
July 1968.”

sdwe Bum Y, umud®dm S,

@ cfl@ssIUILB, e mEQEmeen L L 5.

Question put, and agreed to.

ad o&. @l HwddRm

(Gzorres Ce. DY WUIeuT H6T )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move,

“That notwithstanding the provisions of
Standing Order No. 8, the hours of Sitting

on Sunday, 21st July 1968, shall be 10
A.M. to 12 Noon ; 2 .M. to 4 .M., and 4.30

2——oD 15682—794 (68/7)
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p.M. to 7.30 p.m. ; and (a) at 7 p.M. para-
craphs (5) and (6) of Standing Order
No. 8 shall operate ; and (b) at 7.30 P.M.
Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the House
without Question put.”

DS EN GBS

(& LT BrST eIl S6T )

(Mr. Speaker)

Are you suggesting that we have
a tea interval tomorrow ?

ad ed. ml. SwuddAm

(Osorre Cog. i spuwer Fer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Yes.

S’ e S0um ¢, wwmuddy Jea.
@ GsalLl®, b msbErerariulL g.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and
ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing
Order No. 51 (4), to the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice for
report.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time, and
ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing
Order No. 51 (4), to the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice for
report.
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GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH DEBATE

ON THE ADDRESS
[FIFTH DAY]
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Amendments [15th July]
to Question—[7th July].
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“That this House do present the

following Address to His Excellency the
Governor-General in reply to his Speech :

‘May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Members of the House of
Representatives, thank Your Excellency
for the Speech with which you have
been pleased to open Parliament. We
assure Your Excellency that we shall
give our attention to all matters placed
before us.’”—[Mr. Wijesiri].
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‘but inasmuch as Your Excellenc_y’s
Government, despite the ever-growing
public opposition to its policies and
distrust of its intentions that have
been manifested in various ways in-
cluding in the results of parliament-
ary by-elections and local government
elections, has given no indication that
it intends to change in any way the
basic anti-democratic and reactionary
policy that it has followed since it
assumed office and which has resulted
in the sacrifice of the vital interests of
the people of Ceylon to those of foreign
imperialism and its local agents and
supporters,

and as the Address shows that the
Government seeks to hide behind a
collection of miscellaneous adminis-
trative details its fundamental inability
to evolve a positive and comprehensive
policy to deal with the growing econo-
mic crisis and other problems of the
people,

and moreover as the Address is full
of political evasions and double-talk on
most matters of urgent national im-
portance and indicates that the main
consideration that animates Your
Excellency’s Government is to find ways
and means to cling on to office for as
long as possible, while seeking to
escape from the inevitable consequen-
ces of its own broken promises, oppor-
tunistic manoeuvres and reactionary
policies, and in particular as the
Address—

(a) does not even mention the high
prices and scarcities of essential
goods in everyday use, let alone
propose any steps to remedy this
situation which has brought
about great difficulties and
hardships for the people ;

(b) fails to make even a passing refer-
ence to the ever-growing prob-
lem of unemployment, which
condemns several lakhs of per-
sons including tens of thousands
of S. S. C. qualified and univer-
sity-educated young people, to a
life of idleness, frustration and
despair ;
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(c) reveals no intention on the part of
the Government to end the unjus-
tified State of Emergency which
has existed for over two and a
half years of this Government’s
term of office and has also been
used by the Government to in-
flict vengeance on political and
personal opponents in various
ways ;

(d) shows that the Government does
not intend to abandon its efforts
to implement the terms of the
agreement drawn up in secret in
March 1965 between the leaders
of the United National Party and
the Ilankai Thamil Arasu Kadchi,
despite the overwhelming public
opposition to the latest of these
efforts, namely the attempt to
establish District Councils and
also despite the fact that the
implementation of this nefarious
agreement threatens the unity
and state integrity of Ceylon,
undermines the position of the
Official Language, and denies
non-Tamil citizens resident out-
side the Northern and Eastern
Provinces any right to obtain
land distributed by the State in
these provinces ;

(e) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to abandon its
efforts to restrict and undermine
the free education scheme by
various administrative re-
arrangements, thereby creating a
chaotic situation in the educa-
tional system from the universi-
ties downwards ;

(f) does not show that the Govern-
ment intends to put a stop to its
repeated furtive attempts to
depart in practice from the
policy of non-alignment in ex-
ternal affairs;

(g) does not contain any proposal
even to begin the introduction of
the official language into the
courts ;

(h) does not propose to amend the
Prevention of Social Disabilities
Act of 1957 in order to make it
a stronger and more effective
instrument to protect those who
are denied social equality on the
grounds of the caste to which
they belong, and, in particular,
the so-called Minority Tamils
who are at the moment demand-
ing that the various discrimina-
tions and indignities to which
they are subject should be
ended ;

() indicates that the Government in
line with its general anti-trade
union policy intends to base its
proposals to effect amendments
to the Trade Uniohy!@rdinadnce
on the biassed and°“reactivfary
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report of the Jayawardene Com-
mittee which has been con-
demned by the widest sections of

the trade union movement in
Ceylon ;

(j) fails to take account of the fact
that the tall claims made by the
Government about the success of
its so-called food drive are not
reflected in any reduction in the
prices or any noticeable increase
in the supply to the consumer of
locally-grown foodstuffs; and

(k) does not show that the Govern-
ment intends to give up the poli-
tical favouritism, tolerance of
corruption, and official persecu-
tion of political and personal
opponents which are a marked
and scandalous feature of its
regime ;

we have no confidence in Your Excel-
lency’s Government.”—[Mr. Ilangaratne].
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“but we request Your Excellency’s
Government not to present legislation
to establish District Counecils”.—[Mr.
Ilangaratne].
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‘put it is our view that the talks now

taking place in France in regard

to the war in Vietnam can make
most satisfactory progress if in
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the first instance the Government
of the United States of America
stops its bombing and other hos-
tile acts against the Deniocratic
Republic of Vietnam and aiso ex-
presses its readiness to withdraw
its armed forces from South
Vietnam.—[Mr. Ilangaratne].
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“but regret that Your Excellency’s
Address at the opening of the Fourth
Session of the Sixth Parliament—

(a) does not contain any reference to
the continued stranglehold exer-
cised on our economy by foreign
imperialism despite twenty years
of socalled independence ; nor to
the successive steps taken by this
Government to chain our eco-
nomy ever more securely to the
chariot wheels of foreign
imperialism ;

(b) does not contain a correct analysis
of the economic crisis—the most
serious since 1929-31—that has
overtaken our country and that
has led to halving of the rice
ration and the devaluation of the
rupee on two occasions during the
last year and to the consequent
fantastic rise in the cost of living
and the non-availability of many
essential consumer goods ;

(c) does not contain any proposals to
bring down the cost of living and
afford relief to the masses or to
solve the mounting problem of
unemployment which has
assumed serious proportions ;

(d) does not contain any proposals to
afford relief to the workers and
peasants and to the middle classes
who have been badly affected by
the unbearable rise in the cost of
living and whose standards of
living have been lowered as a
consequence ;

(e) does not contain any proposal for
the restoration of the rice-cut
despite the boast of repeated
record harvests for 1967 and 1968
and alleged successes of the Gov-
ernment’s campaign to increase
food production ;

(f) does not contain any proposal to
lift the state of emergency, which
has now lasted for thirty months
out of the thirty-nine months
during which this Government
has been in Power, and to restore
the democratic rights of the
pcople ;

(g) does not contain any systematic
plan for the rapid industrializa-
tion of our country, with a view
to diversifying our economy and
free us from complete dependence
on one or two export crops X

(k) does not contain any proposals for
solving the problem of lack of
irrigation facilities for agricul-
ture, which is the single biggest
shimhling black in the nath of
Qeylon’g brogress to self-suff-
ciency in food, by nationalizing
the foreign owned tea estates, re-
Toresting  the hill-tops and
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solving the problem of soil
erosion, dredging and deepening
our rivers and enabling our rivers
to carry the precious rain water,
without waste, to the cultivators
in the plains;

(i) does not reflect any determination

on the part of the Government to
enforce the Prevention of Social
Disabilities Act or to help in the
eradication of the obnoxious
system of untouchability and
caste oppression that prevails in
North Ceylon ;

9B exddznd EEAg &dgw

(n) does not reflect the truth of the

subjection of this Government to
the dictates of U. S. imperialism
which was demonstrated by the
permission given to the notorious
U. S. Peace Corps, which has been
exposed as an arm of the Central
Intelligence Agency of the U.S.A.
to return to Ceylon and the per-
mission granted to the U.S. im-
perialist ship “Hope ” to dock in
Colombo harbour and engage in
subversive activities against our
people ;

: : : and therefore this House has mo
(§) does not contain any relief to the confidence in your Government ”.—

problems facing the students, [Mr. S. D. Bandaranayakel.
such as lack of lecture rooms,

inadequate tutorial staff, insuffi-
cient library facilities, inadequate
bursaries for needy students, the
imposition of higher examination
fees, appointment of non-acade-
mic administrators as vice-
chancellors of universities, all of
which have combined to create a
sense of frustration among the
students who have expressed a
desire for a complete and radical
change in the educational and
social structure of this country ;

(k) does not refer to the disunity

caused in the country by the
attempt of the Government to
honour its secret pledges to the
reactionary Federal Party and
which exposed the sham national
unity that this Government
claimed to have built—which
unity was in fact only a unity
between the reactionary forces
among the Sinhalese and Tamils
and not between the masses of
both peoples ;

eglects to point out the bank-
ruptcy of bourgeois parliamentary
democracy which was imposed on
us by the cunning British
imperialists and which, during
the past 37 years, has brought no
change in the system of im-
perialist-capitalist exploitation
which continues unabated to this
day ;

(m) does not reflect the wishes of the

peovle of the country on the
question of the unwarranted
aggression of U. S. imperialism
against the people of Vietnam by
demanding the immediate with-
drawal of U. S. and satellite
troops and the disbandment and
removal of their bases from
South Vietnam, the complete
cessation of all bombings of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
and allowing the Vietnamese

people to decide their future by
themselves ;
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“but, in the matter of District Coun-
cils—

(a) whereas the fact that the setting
up of branch institutions of anti-
national political organisations
such as the (We Tamil) Dravida
Munethra Xazagam and the
opportunities afforded to them to
pursue their activities in this
country on an organised scale,
and the fact that these institu-
tions have not been proscribed,
continue to constitute a threat to
the sovereignty of this country ;

(b) whereas the Federal (Tamil State)
Party which has publicly stated
even in Parliament that its sole
objective is the setting up of a
separate Tamil State in this
country, continues to follow that,
policy and thus this party consti-
tutes a hith=rto non-existent and
dangerous threat to the Sinhalese
people and also to the unitary
character of the country ;

(¢) whereas steps have not been taken
in furtheranc> of the interests of
the Sinhalese fichermen who are
engaged in fishing in the Nor-
thern and Eastern coasts from
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Karativu to Kirinda and who are
in danger of losing their right to
fish during the monsoon season
in two-thirds the coast of Ceylon,
while the Tamil fishermen conti-
nue to enjoy the right to earn a
living both in the North and East
as well as elsewhere in Ceylon ;

(d) whereas the official language has
been pushed cut of the work of
administration in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces, with the
Tamil and English languages
being given the primacy due to
the Sinhalese language con-
trary to the provisions of the
?gfsﬁé:ial Language Act No. 33 of

(e) whereas the Government has given
in to the opposition expressed by
the Federal Party over the estab-
lishment of colonization schemes
for +the purpose of bringing
arable land in the North and East
under cultivation ;

(f) whereas the security of the historic
Buddhist places of worship in the
North and the East, such as Naga-
dipa and Seruvavila, can be en-
dangered ;

(g) whereas the establishment of Dis-
trict Councils or the acceptance
and implementation of the policy
of establishing District Councils
while destroying the unitary
character of the country which *o
this day has been defended with
the very lives of the people and
which has to be defended for
ever, will also divide the country ;

this House regrets that Your Excellency’s
Government has failed to state unequivo-
cally that it kill not establish District
Councils in any form or name whatso-
ever.’—[Mr. R. G. Senanayake].
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“but regret that in the matter of the
cost of living Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment has not taken measures to Ceylonise
trade with a view to—

(a) recognizing an unfettered system
of economic development as one
of the steps which will definitely
pring down the steadily rising
cost of living and ensuring the
setting up of such an economic
system in this country ;

(b) protecting the legitimate rights of
the Sinhala people by eradicating
the corrupt practices resorted to
by the foreign businessmen ;

(¢) preventing the fluctuations in the
cost of living as a result of the
manipulation of prices at the will
and pleasure of the anti-
national businessmen ;
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(d) arresting the outflow of our

national wealth, which has
assumed dangerous proportions ;

(e) restoring the dominance in trade
which has been wrested from us
by foreign capitalists, principally
the Indians.”—[Mr. R. G. Sena-

nayake].
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“but regret that as far as the Indian
problem is concerned Your Excellency’s
Government has allowed it to become
acute from day to day by—

(a) affording opportunities of employ-
ment to Indians who have not
obtained citizenship and Tempo-
rary Residence Permit Holders at
a time when the problem of un-
employment is very acute among
the Sinhalese ; and by not taking
proper steps with regard to the
rights of the people of this coun-
try as a result of not considering
up to date the grant of privileges
such as free education, free health
service and rice ration, and trade
union and political rights to the
said Indians and T.R.P. holders
to be an injustice ;

(b) not taking an honest step up to

date to repatriate Indians to
India ;

(c)) not taking steps to safeguard the
b1rthrigh1;s of the Kandyan Sinha-
lese by including in a separate
electoral register the names of

the Indians who have obtained
citizenship ;

(d) affording opportunities on a large
scale to foreigners to purchase
and thereby gain ownership of
movable and immovable proper-
ties at a time when sufficient land
1s not available even for the peo-
ple of this country ; and by allow-
ing them' to engage in industries
and agricultural activities and
other money making concerng
[Mr. R. G. Senanayake].
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s« put regret that as far as the language
is concerned, Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment has not taken action to remove the
punishments imposed on the language
loving public servants and employees of
corporations who by coming forward to
safeguard the right of language which is
an important professional right were con-
cerned in the incident of 8th January
1966 ; and to grant them redress.”—
[Mr.R. G. Senanayake]
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Question again proposed, “That those
apords be there added.”
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{Mr. S. Thondaman—Appointed Mem-~
ber)

Mr. Speaker, one of the Amenc}-
ments to the Address of Thanks 18
tha: the Throne Speech does not con-
tain any proposal to lift the State of
Eme-gency and to restore the demo-
cratic rights of the people.
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I like to ask the Opposition, what
are the democratic rights that we are
not enjoying now which we will
enjoy when the Emergency is lifted ?

I like to warn the Opposition that
if the State of Emergency is lifted
without alternative provision being
made, the wage increase given to the
private sector in the form of a devalu-
ation allowance will come to nought.
Is that the democratic right which
the Opposition want to secure for the
people ?

I am rather amused at the Opposi-
tion Amendment regarding the res-
toration of democratic rights. We
know that when the Opposition was
in power, even without a State of
Emergency, there was interference
with the freedom and rights of indivi-
duals, by administrative action.

This is the first time that a State of
Emergency has been utilized by the
Government to ensure and provide
wage increases. That has not
happened before. This is the first
time that a Government in power
has utilized emergency powers to
compel employers to pay wage in-
creases instead of going through the
protracted procedure of Wages
Boards where finality is reached after
about eight months. Here within a
short period of less than a month the
Government was able to make use of
the emergency powers to compel
employers to pay wage increases.

I must place on record, on behalf
of the working class in the private
sector, our appreciation of the Gov-
ernment’s action in this regard and
in the setting up of this precedent.

I would request the Government
before thinking of lifting the State of
Emergency to first ensure that proper
and appropriate legislation is intro-
duced in this House to ensure the
continuation of the wage increases
given to the private sector in the form
of a devaluation allowance.

The next point to which I wish to
refer is this. The Throne Speech
makes reference to a draft scheme of
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social insurance for employment
injury, sickness and maternity which
is being examined.

This draft scheme has been in the
hands of the Government for quite a
considerable period of time. The
draft scheme was prepared by a com-
mittee appointed by this Government
consisting of workers and employers
and other appropriate persons. The
committee was able to obtain the ser-
vices of I. L. O. experts, and a lot of
work has been done. A scheme has
been prepared and the Government
has been sitting on it. If the Govern-
ment does not make up its mind
immediately in regard to this matter,
all the work that has been put
through would be wasted. I would,
therefore, urge the Hon. Minister of
Social Services to come to a decision
on this matter without further delay

as such a scheme of social insurance
will be a boon to the workers.

I also wish to menticn that the
scheme has been so prepared that it
will not in its operation cast a burden
on the finances of the State. It will
be a self-supporting scheme to which
the employer and the worker will
contribuie. Not only will the scheme
not be a burden on the finances of
the State, the money will be available
for development purposes. I think this
scheme has been in the hands of the
Government for a substantially long
time and I do not think there is any
justification for the delay. If there is
any further delay and if by any
chance the scheme cannot be enfor-
ced before the next elections then all
the work that has been put in to for-
mulate this scheme will have been in
vain.

The next matter in the Tbhrone
Speech on which I should like to
comment is the proposal to appoint a
Salaries and Cadre Commission
shortly. We all know that the salaries
of public servants have not been
revised since 1954. After much agit-
ation the Wilmot Perera Cormmiission

1068 #E 20
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was appointed but it is a matier for
concern and regret that the previous
Government failed to implement the
recommendations of that commission.
It is now too late and may be mean-
ingless in the present context to im-
plement those recommendations
today.

The recommendations of that com-
mission not having been implemen-
ted, I am not surprised that public
servants are not very enthusiastic
over the proposal in the Throne
Speech to appoint another Salaries
and Cadre Commission shortly. It is
only if the Government can ensure
that the report of the proposed com-
mission and its recommendations will
be available within a fixed period of,
say, one year, and also can give an
assurance that its recommendations
will be implemented before the
middle of next year, that it will
create confidence in the Public
Service.

As we all know, it is necessary to
have a contented and dynamic Public
Service in order that the Government
may be able to implement its plans
and programmes. Therefore, if the
Government is very serious about the
appointment of a Salaries and Cadre
Commission, then a positive declara-
tion must be made either by the Hon.
Prime Minister or the Hon. Minister
of Finance in the course of this De-
bate that the report of the proposed
commission will be implemented
without delay and such declaration
must be immediately followed up by
the appointment of a commission. It is
only such positive action that can re-
assure the public servants. It is only
in that way that you can have a con-
tented Public Service which is a must
for the development and progress of
our country.

The Hon. Minister of Labour in his
speech said that he was toying with
the idea of bringing necessary legis-
lation to implement the recommenda-
tions of the Trade Union Committee.
I should like to warn the Hon. Minis-
ter that he must be cautious in thijs
matter'because any interference with
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trade union rights and the normal
functioning of trade unions will be
resisted by every trade union to
whatever group they belong. There-
fore, I request the Hon. Minister of
Labour not to rush into it because
any interference will be detrimental

to the proper functioning of trade
unions.

Democracy must be meaningful not
only for the capitalists and politicians
but also for the workers. If, as the
Hon. Minister of Labour said yester-
day, a few delegates and representa-
tives of trade unions cannot be allow-
ed to decide their own affairs, then
what right has a Government to de-
cide its own affairs ? If a Cabinet can
decide the affairs of the Government,
and if Members of Parliament can
decide the affairs of a country, why
cannot the executive council of a
trade union have the right to decide
the affairs of the workers who belong
to that trade union ?

I am glad that the Hon. Minister
said that he is only considering the
question of implementing the recom-
mendations of the Trade Union Com-
mittee and that he will consider the
views of all trade unions before he
implements them. I am glad he said
that. But I would ask him, instead of
wasting his time, if he is really in-
terested in the welfare of the work-
ers—I know he is really interested
—to ratify some of the I. L. O. Instru-
ments that have been discussed by
the employers, workers and other
governments of the world. There are
some basic Instruments and Conven-
tions which our country has not yet
ratified. If the Government is inter-
ested at all in assisting trade unions,
then I would urge the Hon. Minister
of Labour and Employment to devote
some time to finding ways and means
of doing so, so that next year, when
the I. L. O. celebrates its 50th anni-

versary, it would be an appropriate
commemoration for us in Ceylon. We
can have some of these basic
conventions ratified.
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The Hon. Minister is emboldened
by the fact that the press in this
country has been advocating the im-
plementation of that recommenda-
tion, but I would like to warn the
Hon. Minister that the press is not
always right; they can also make
mistakes sometimes. In his own
interest I would like to remind the
Hon. Minister that, whenever he
attends the annual sessions of the
I. L. O. in Geneva, the first thing the
press does is to attack him. They
forget the fact that the recent I. L. O.
Conference was attended by Cabinet
Ministers not only from Ceylon but
also from 66 other countries. Do they
think that some of these developed
countries send their Cabinet Ministers
to this Conference knowing that it is
a useless affair ? They do so because
they know the value and importance
to be attached to such a conference.

The mistake we in this country
have been making is to relegate the
sessions of the I. L. O. to a less im-
portant position and to send persons
who are not influential enough and
who, by virtue of their position, may
not be able, when they come back, to
implement the policies of this
Government in keeping with the
principles of the I. L. O. Conference.

I am glad that, in spite of these
press criticisms, the Hon. Minister of
Labour and Employment has been
able to go more than once and to come
into contact with various other Min-
isters of Labour, exchange views and
obtain progressive ideas in regard to
labour legislation in other parts of the
world. We are justified in accusing
the Hon. Minister if after attending
the conference he did not implement
the principles of the I. L. O. Confer-
ence. Then, certainly, I shall be one
of those who will strongly condemn
him.

While this country has no objec-
tion to delgates going to the annual
assemblies of the I. L. O., the W. H. O.
or -even the 1. N. B, 8. .C. 0, I4do
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not understand the reason why the
press in this country should object
to a responsible delegation repre-
senting this country headed by a Min-
ister of the Government. Such a
Minister could always come back and
reflect in the policies of the Govern-
ment the principles and objectives for
which the I. L. O. stands.

The next matter I would like to
comment on is the reference in the
Throne Speech to the setting up of a
department for the registration of
persons of Indian origin to facilitate
the implementation of the Indo-
Ceylon Agreement. I am glad to note
that this is the first time that a Prime
Minister has been able to obtain the
co-operation of those interested in
solving this problem. But it is very
unfortunate that, within a few days
of that department being set up, it
was faced with obstruction. That
came in the form of the introduction
of the Foreign Exchange Entitlement
Certificates Scheme. Maybe, as the
Hon. Minister of Finance stated in
this House, this scheme would affect
big industrialists, capitalists,
businessmen and others who do not
care whether they pay 45 per cent or
o0 per cent more because they invest
that sum with the idea of getting a
bigger profit. Nobody objects to that.

But why should that scheme apply to
these plantation workers who are
paid a minimum wage and whose
annual gratuity falls within the
Foreign Exchange Entitlement Certi-
ficates Scheme under which the taxa-
tion amounts to 45 per cent ? Such
taxation, in my opinon, is daylight
robbery. No trade union can or will
be a party to the creation of a
situation where a part of the savings
of the poor workers is taken away in
the form of a tax, whether it be 45

per cent or any other percentage.

In fact, when the Indian and
Pakistani Residents (Citizenship)
Act was introdued in 1947 or 1948—
and even in this Act—the position was
accepted that there would be too
much of a strain on the resources of
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these people if you insist on a stamp
duty of a rupee or two, and they were
exempted from that.

If a stamp duty of a rupee or two
was considered too much for these
people, how can one justifiably
support the imposition of a tax of
45 per cent ?

I hope the Hon. Prime Minister and
the Cabinet will carefully consider
this matter and completely remove
this tax not only to see that justice
is done to the people concerned but
also to facilitate the smooth operation
of the Act and thereby solve this
problem once and for all.

Next, I would like to say a word
about the reference in the Throne
Speech to the scheme for the
production of school text-books. The
paragraph reads as follows :

“ Steps will be taken under the scheme
for the production of school text books
to publish a series of Sinhala books
specially prepared for the benefit of non-
Sinhala students. ”—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
July 7, 1968 ; Vol. 79, c. 44.]

No one can object to this proposal
as it stands and taken by itself. But,
taken in the context of the complete
silence in the Throne Speech on
matters essential and basic in the life
of the people in the plantation areas,
matters that have been neglected all
these years, then certainly, I cannot
see it in that way.

Now, we all know that after the
present Government came into
power—without speaking of the time
of the previous Government—even
after accepting the position that as
great a number of the people of this
country as possible must be given an
education, there has been no change
in regard to the education system
applicable to estate children from
that adopted during the colonial days.

Estate schools even today are an
apology for estate schools so far as
buildings or curriculum or staff are
concerned. But not a word has been
said in the Throne Speech as to
whether this state of affairs would be
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rectified or that estate schools will be

brought into line with similar schools
existing outside the plantation areas.

So, when seeking to implement any
policy of the Government, the aim
shouid be to implement it overall and
not piece-meal. One aspect of acti-
vity only should not be highlighted
and another aspect subdued, because
in that way one cannot encourage or
promote national unity.

I would strongly urge, therefore,
that in order to get the co-operation
and support of the minorities you
should not only highlight those
matters that will win the support of
the Sinhalese people but also set out
your policy in such a way as to get
the enthusiastic support of all the
minorities. All matters that are
basic, that are essential to the life of
the minorities, all matters that have
been neglected in the past, must be
attended to, and a positive statement
to that effect should find a place in
the Throne Speech.
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(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member’s time is up.

RAE@cis AL A Be.

(B siwsrs L _T)

(Mr. Dharmadasa Banda)

a& DNNEW/NOE, JC¥edd DB
ccend8me@sT 5D o €® Shesmy
62 wewnsy 26 BIO o & S
6wy ® wryesy®d ¢ e® Sizhesmy
ed 68BY B 6OcH® B BeA D :

"8m  AF8s ® o wx’eniumdes
eg @B’ o 2BEwen BBe® sw
DA BEe® BHu AR gorsy B89
om ao."

gRlg ©enrndm 8BO® Sde B

CeomedF D  gof DT  we
2oy De@Y® deed wem cA®


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

651
FepERIEMea DD :

[QPaes ded @ Ow.]

S60@ clOCHm® S&ww g S8BBY
eBsy e ECm Beamd. g ¢oo6
HMDwsY Fo®méds @WOum HE®
2O g&e O BIO ou» g8 Wew
g 6IW. bl D 6edmed®sy
DO g6 Femd BT O gOVxY
DYery sy oo 1 B89em
SSenn 92 & BDEXE DN B5HER
2. getd gedwdE ¢GRSO =n® y®
&5y D3y eddsn O wdeny
cem e OB ©  ghidemO
nBE) CRTesy s ® 1/4m ©9&
b ©Pem®. 1965 & 0y oy @c®
Descsef 2O gdenym W6 . ¢
Gg o om 8 IV &CEe
DT B @D DI WO A8 3
R, Sbed DB 6¢dmedsY
20 ¥ D6 8D wY ¥ Dewd BoY
3 85, 5O 651NedB. GAED
m® BT B iy PO
woesy ecrm 8eTAEES Sbed A
ceenBme®T e ®em SéDE AW
et DY @O DEBT B W God
Qe 9 88 gddHIGE O
%8F BEReD Sbod B ©cdD
c@5T ed godesTd oy dumensy
waRn ChoBHe® B8 Co®
9w FPOOD® WEB.

“FY OReS, “B” OBF Tnewsy
2 98s Beamd. T o 9B
6w @éTm @& cxvesy muen. &
el Dewsy gonl Bbm A 8
D b®» Wwéx 80 AW 223® wmeen
& 08 ge Do Sbed D Getn sy
@y med @odesy b Dy e BT
BABDBE CRMBS Co®cw 86
ey, 90 @n gc@wey 8 Bedzdewd,
6® J¥ed oD ccendmeds’ned
@odeny & oy db&syes BELHICH®
o6y 98 6etndmeny edd 228
B8 Qwsydssy 88x ®wem 2dIC
Aed SOy comnm®0 @eud B
e Bmnny ey mOnY  ©8@ns QB
o5¥é Pudbsy @nds and
08. gmTed 8cTOEs 5305 6
3 Bepsann ©O6n ®EL &ddE AW
53y 808 wew® Wk BN Doy
serf 0 A8 »H® @Yo @oBerY 4l

Bewi Sy O5Y 35 SedDCEw

652
28 ewldznd B8ae TDi¢w
D@5 @B Ned WO Num OB
@0 exfé6® Ym0 anb. gmzsYes
ged gboam ®em DG v B
SSwy 82800 gomny®. O md
b A SOwz 9@ gy RO
BB onesy gl 6cW
B@&m EHH RNedeed ©heen®
Oy B gbenm®. ED Bwomd e
22300 fea® Do BB
ey MNBw Do B@d DM Vel
29800 & @d weaB B & 6D
SnE O T OEm0 & 6cdmedsd
DD NS BeA®. RSO ond® ZHaSI
% ewldsy ©HOw wdeny sl
wewn gdbdemd  ecm canyesy
B88m Qece. ¥ 8cc Cecany & 8¢
ExY »Os 3B D e HddDE
e 63w camEsy O K BT FD
@l Bedmd »HO—ucE gmed
Demny @b musyesy JCded AUD
ey pIE—6® Jd¥ed  ad
scendre@symed @88 Zud WO
o @ drecwzy® & WA WG
6 . GREO @ G HBSH
cndursy wwnedsy Ciedm eBsY
95y ol wedc ¥ 6dE Bwd
58w w8wdemm mBD wewm, e
9B cendmedsy D  GBieseSNmE
me o 99 80 g ulsy & Dw BHEd
. D0BBEE 0w B W DO
Sbod B @OBRD ¥Rw gy N, I
DOBBwE DO% B emwd gory B
w2y 28w easy® B 89, wisIp) B
same ©édET iBe® goww R
D657 50 300 ;9D gmsy»O
G0 wr) et Bkl nbemwsy. o
gdy DOw Gé@®» WEH gDEY, LB
08 e D85S =R BN fot=icleed
D Getdme®syned D g @ O
&F 26 B e B S
cdgy wmed O  6CB o'

D65 B OB,

amd Bedm cOEeisiny HDl
5O Qumn FBRNIH®E D EHEND
ey Penry wmewmsd WEBTY® BY S
ReAHD. o ds gord yed @sd
cOBafesd sy $D&é @ased MWecd
crneemsy GOBéw Bed®D. GO
SmlaicD@dm cdBetelsy | ewiC


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

653

PO Ao DN :
29w 0T Sewsy Damd, lS)
S DE” Bew. D cAIAE
0'IC g D AT B® ©d gOBSHN
$B DY DO oD WA ewm
R OCY, R ey BE® WSS
o B cDFICO 8B gusy®HO

Cedxyesy, “ a8d fef DVB” Bwm
O BB,

DG OB ¢80 S
GO %e® BO Ipded Fols Om
PG G PG NP 8% D
TGP0 AT VB 8B, FeT
00 80 9: ©Owe X Rz
Y 888",

DABNGEDDE:

| FUT BTWST 9jeaur S6iT )

(Mr. Speaker)

The Chief Whip has given the hon.
Member 20 minutes. He has already
taken 25 minutes. I cannot allow
him any more time, because these
are the last two days of this Debate.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Those are not matters to be raised
in a Throne Speech Debate. Those
are matters for the Budget Debate.
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(Mr. V. Annamalay—Appointed Mem-
ber)

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to have
the opportunity to speak on the
Throne Speech. I am also glad that I
have got the opportunity of following
on the hon. First Member for Aku-
rana (Mr. Hemachandra Sifisena)”
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I have noticed that although we
have made vast progress in the agri-
cultural and industrial sectors, the
Opposition has been lacking in a
show of appreciation of the progress
made. I do not know why it is so.

The country knows what strides
have been made in the agricultural
field during the last two years under
the guidance of our Hon. Prime
Minister. We have stepped up our
paddy production by as much as
twenty per cent. There is a pro-
gramme of work that we are follow-
ing and it is anticipated that the
Government will meet the needs of
the country and reach self-sufficiency
by 1970 or 1972. There is a tremen-
dous amount of work going on all
over the country, attention being
given particularly to increasing the
output of paddy and subsidiary food-
stuffs. It can be noticed by every
single person who travels about. So,
I do not see why the politicians of the
Opposition cannot see the progress
that is taking place.

Whatever is said and done, facts
must be faced and appreciation
shown where appreciation is due.
Governments may come and go, but
the good they do will live after them.

Ours is an agricultural country. It
is the peasants and the farmers who
can save this nation and the country.
It is through their efforts that we can
hope to achieve economic freedom.
Therefore it is our duty here to speak
in appreciation, if not of the Govern-
ment, at least of the farmers who are
doing so much for the country. We
must show them that we appreciate
what they do and we must encourage
them in that sphere. We must also
give whatever assistance we can to-
wards the country’s effort.

Then, in the industrial sphere, we
should realize the trenmendous pro-
gress that has been made. So many
industries are being set up. We had
been looking to foreign countries to
supply our consumer goods, but we
have now realized that the time has
come to start our own industries.
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If you will only care to look into
the Central Bank report for 1967, you
will see what progress has been
made. There where certain corpora-
tions set up by the previous Govern-
ment and there have been very many
corporations set up by the present
Government.
tions which started with a loss are
now making very good profits, and
we will very soon be self-sufficient in
cement and such other things as salt.
It is for us to show our appreciation
both of the good work done by cor-
porations and by the workers. The
workers are the mainstay of an in-
dustry as much as the farmers are
the mainstay of agriculture. The
workers in the various industrial
corporations are doing a very good
job and I must say they are very
national-minded too. It is that
national-mindedness that makes us
proud when we are forging ahead.

It is now twenty years since we
attained independence, and yet we
are not independent economically.
If you were to look into the Ceniral
Bank report, you will notice that the
domestic debt runs up to Rs. 4,582.2
million and the external liabilities
amount to Rs. 1,375.8 million, making
a total of Rs. 5,958 million. That is
the total internal and external debt
of this country. And if one works out
the per capita debt, in the same way
that one works out the per capita in-
come, one would see, on the basis
that we have a population of 12
million people in this country, that
this country is in debt to the extent
of Rs. 496 per person. Therefore, you
will see what plight this country is
in. Having a very big nation~' Aaht
such as this is not a thing that a
a country can be proud of. We keep
on saying that we are doing well and
at the same time go to foreign coun-
tries begging for foreign aid.

We have a very beautiful country,
full of natural resources. We must
make the fullest use of the available

resources and develop ouscountry.
These are matters which we Have got

1968 %@ 20

Most of the corpora-

666
BB ewddrnd B8R FNcw

to consider carefully, and we must
take necessary action in order that
we may improve the living standard
of our people. For this purpose, it is
necessary to see that everybody
works hard and that we produce all
our food requirements locally. We
should not depend on imported food.
That should be our objective. Instead
of the present policy of importing, we
must think of exporting. It is by that
sort of determination that a nation
can prosper.

We have all the facilities for pro-
ducing our subsidiary foodstuffs ;
there is no difficulty whatsoever. Un-
fortunately, when the nation has just
embarked on a food production cam-
paign we find that the fertilizer
prices have gone up. In the past the
ordinary farmer did not use fertilizer
to the extent that he is beginning to
do now. But, just as he is beginning
to do so, we find the prices of ferti-
lizer going up. A ton of fertilizer
which cost Rs. 325 about a year ago
costs Rs. 480 today and if this is
going to be the case I do not know
how we are going to get any increas-
ed production, much less reach our
targets. This is a matter I would like
to commend to the Government for
its serious consideration. I suggest
that, instead of inviting tenders for
the purchase of fertilizer and accept-
ing the lowest tender, the
Government send a team of officials
to those countries which produce
fertilizer and explore the possibilities
of obtaining fertilizer cheaper. If we
do not do that, I say we will not be
able to make any progress in the
food front.

With regard to our primary pro-
duc'ts, tea, rubber and coconut, the
position is that the buyers of these
products are determined not to pay
us any increased price. Even after
the devaluation in November 1967
these products have not fetched an
Increased price, as expected. If one
compares the prices fetched by our
tea in July last year with the prices
this'moetrth, one would see that there
is"hardly any difference. Therefore, I
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for one, am strongly of the opinion
that there is a planned effort on the
part of the buyers of our primary
produqts, particularly tea, to keep
the prices down, with the result that
we are compelled to ask for more and
more foreign aid. This is another
matter which needs very careful
examination by the Government.
We are now endeavouring very hard
and the country too is working very
hard to achieve self-sufficiency in
food and also to improve the eco-
nomy of the country and the living
standards of the people. But if there
are people who try directly or in-
directly to retard our progress, that
1s a very serious matter which has
got to be looked into. As far as
paddy cultivation is concerned we
have done well. I think with all the
new methods that we have tried
out and with new strains of paddy
such as H-4, H-7, H-8 and IR-8 we
will be able to get the maximum pro-
duction. @ We have got to be very
careful in regard to the use of ferti-
lizer because strains of paddy like
IR-8 and so on need intensive manur-
ing and unless this is done the pro-
duction will not be up to your ex-
pectations.

It is said that with these new
strains of paddy we can get as much
as 100 to 150 bushels per acre. It
will definitely be tremendous pro-
gress if we can only achieve it. The
farmers are determined to achieve
these targets. They must be given
every assistance they require. One
of the primary things which has to
be given to them is fertilizer.

The next step that should be taken
is the testing of the soil in paddy
fields. That is aiso one of the import-
ant things that has to go hand in
hand with the extensive use of
fertilizer. It is no use trying tc give
a strain of seed paddy and asking
the farmer to plough it in without
telling him the type of soil suitable
for such seed. It is a very good thing
that the Governmfent has set up a
Paddy Research Station, and they
are going on with research work in
paddy. The Governmenbioraussy @alse
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make it possible for the farmers to
have their soils tested. That will
help to increase the output of paddy.

DS BN DN
(FLrpruss 9eurser )

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is sus-
pended till 2 p.v.

A’ &0 ¢WMCED MmPwEmR ¢ BID®
CeY @ W 20 20m ST Om G

s geiug.  Swiey @acB s’ @, BauGh
.. 2 wenflé@ <yriouw b mr.
Sitting accordingly suspended  till

2 p.M. and then resumed.

&5y 5NVeCE .
(Ban. yenr@mind)
(Mr. Annamalay)

Mr. Speaker, I was on the subject
of agriculture when the Sitting was
suspended. I would now like to say
something about milk production. We
know that milk production is
receiving the best attention of the
Government at the moment and we
have been able to step up milk pro-
duction in the country. To co so
more efficiently, though the prices
that are being paid today are fair,
the proceeds of the sale of milk
should go into the hands of the pro-
ducers. As usual there is always the
middleman who takes a big slice,
leaving just a little for the producer.
That is a matter which should be
looked into by the Milk Board.

Apart from that, if milk produc-
tion is to be stepped up still further,
cattle fcod should be made available
to the producer at fair prices. The
prevailing prices of cattle food are
rather high, and this does not
encourage individuals to breed
cattle. Therefore, this is also a matter
which should receive the attention of
the Government.

Similarly, cattle breeders shovld be
given short-term loans without
interest to encourage them to breed
good cattle. Such loars can be re-
covered through the Milk Board itself
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when they supply the milk, so that
recovery of the moneys given on
loan is ensured.

Another matter that should re-
ceive the immediate attention of the
Government is the insuring of cattle.
The breeding of the best strains of
cattle should be encouraged. It one
has to invest large sums of money
on this, there must be some security.
So, cattle should be insured. I am
sure the Insurance Corporation can
handle this.

I shall now deal with the fishing
industry. I happened to go to Mannar
recently and I was able to meet some
of the fishermen. There are about
9,000 fishermen in the Mannar area.
They do not seem to be getting any
assistance either from the Govern-
ment or from the Fisheries Cor-
poration. They are being exploited by
the so-called Sammatiyas. These
fishermen take a becat or wcllam
which is owned by these Sammatiyas
and when they come back after
fishing they are given a meagre sum.
Some are given Rs. 50. Even this, I
am told, is not paid regularly. These
fishermen are given advances of
Rs. 5 and Rs. 10 and no proper
accounts are kept. Here is a large
number of fishermen who are engaged
in the fishing industry, who play
an important role in the food produc-
tion drive of the mnation. Their
grievances must be looked into.

I appeal to the Hon. Minister, now
that it is stated in the Throne
Speech that wages boards are to be
set up, to set wages boards for all the
fishermen of this country. I think
there are several lakhs of fishermen
who are not looked after properly. If
they are able to get a proper wage,
certainly their output will increase
and we can expect a larger saving of
exchange resulting from reduced
imports of dried fish, etc.

Then with regard to labour tri-
bunals, arbitration proceedings,
et cetera. I think sufficient attention
is not paid to them. I see that
changes are coming in with regard
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to legislation. But even with such
changes, decisions are alwayvs dis-
puted and go up even to the Privy
Council, where the authority of the
labour tribunals is challenged. It is
time the Minister concerned took
appropriate action to see that work-
ers are not put to hardsh:p. Even
in the matter of getting copies of
labour tribunal proceedings, they
have to be paid for if the purties
want to appeal. I have mentioned
this matter earlier in this House,
namely, that relief should be given to
the workers because when they are
unemployed you cannot also expect
them to find the money to mwet the
expenses of labour tribuna' pro-
ceedings and so on. Really, when
they are unemployed and ar= fighting
cases before the labour tribunals or
cases referred to arbitration, they
should be given some subsidy for
their existence. That is a n.atter
which concerns the Governmeri! and
I hope that appropriate action will

be taken by the authorities.

Then, of course, the devaluation
came in and arising out of it there
was a 30 cents wage increase, but to
defeat that purpose the employers
have adopted various methods in an
attempt to prevent the workers from
earning their normal wages. They
have adopted a way of reducing the
number of working days. Legally
workers are entitled to six days’ work
per week but they are not given six
days’ work. Instead the employers
have cut the weeding wages, and have
deprived the workers of the normal
income that they were getting earlier,
I must say, by at least 20 per cent.

After the devaluation although the
Government took steps under the
Emergency legislation to give the
workers some relief, in practice that
relief is not there and those
defaulters, the employers, who have
not adhered to that legislation have
so far been left alone. I feel that the
Government is proposing to take
action against them in the courts
but so far nothing has happened.
The cnly result is that the workers
have suffered so far as their
normalicearnings are concerned and
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they are in distress. This is
also a serious matter and I
would ask the Government to bring
in speedy legislation, if there is any-
thing short in that regard, to see that
redress is given to these workers not
only hereafter but also with retros-
pective effect from the date on which

they were deprived of their normal
earnings.

Then as regards estate schools, we
have on a number of occasions in this
House mentioned that the estate
schools should be taken over by the
State. Although we have made re-
peated requests, this matter has so
far not been looked into. You cannot
have two different types of education
in the country, one for a particular
section and another for the other
section. After all, they are students
and they are an asset to the country.
They may be students in estate
schools or they may go elsewhere as
students, but in regard to education
they must have equal opportunities.
So I hope the Minister will look info
that question.

Apart from the question of estate
schools, the Tamil maha vidyalayas
are not properly equipped. They do
not have science laboratories, work-
shops, commercial classes and agri-
cultural units. They are simply
called maha vidyalayas. The students
are not given an equal opportunity in
regard to education. In short, I would
say there is discrimination. It should
not be so. In a country such as ours
there should not be any room for any-
body to criticize the type of educa-
tion that is given to one class and the
type of education that is given to
another. Even the -curriculum, I
might say, is different so far as estate
schools and the rural and town
schools are concerned. These are all
irregularities which have to be looked
into and rectified.

I am very happy that many of the
speeches I have been able to listen to
have been made with a sense of res-
ponsibility. Everybody seems to think
that we must have a united nation,
that we cannot be divided..that the
division has not broughtoabout any

Bewddn 958 ehACc®w 6
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progress in our country for the last
twenty years, that we must get to-
gether, un jerstand each other’s prob-
lems and in a most friendly way try
to solve th :m and see that the nation’s
development programmes are carried
ouf.

I was happy to see that two of the
S. L. F. P. Members of Parliament,
the hon. Member for Katugampola
(Mr. Subasinghe) and the hon.
Member for Dambulla (Mr. T. B.
Tennakoon), have realized after 13
years that it does not pay to get on
to platforms or elsewhere and keep
on mentinning about communalism
or the various religions. Both of
them are now trying to say that all
citizens in a country are equal, that
there cannot be different classes of
citizens and that once a person is a
citizen he is a full citizen and one
citizen does not have lesser opportu-
nities than the other. In the same way
the hon. Member for Dambulla was
saying that he does not believe in
racialism, communalism and religio-
nism, and that we must all get to-
gether and try to build up the nation.
It is indeed very heartening to hear
that type of speech being made on the
Floor of this House by Members of
the S. L. F. P. They have taken 13
years to realize that the policy of
divide and rule, of continuing a policy
with a communal or religious bias,
will never bring prosperity to this
country. I am very happy indeed that
they have realized it and mentioned
it on the Floor of this House. I hope
that they will not forget about it and
will not hestitate to express the same
view on public platforms for it is
there that one’s prestige, status and
respect are earned.

Finally, we all agree that national
unity must be achieved in spite of
all the divergent views we hold.
Therefore, we must somehow or
other get together and improve the
economy of our country if we are
to be a prosperous nation. Despite
whatever problems we may have
to face, we must get together pre-
ferably at a round table conference
and;..fry to solve our economic
problems. I appeal to the Minister
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of Planning—the Hon. Prime
Minister is the Minister of Plan-
ning—to invite all the parties when
discussing cuestions of planning and
to try and evolve a plan for a period
of four to five years so that no time
would be wasted on the Floor of
this House by the Members of
various parties criticizing them. I
feel very strongly that we must
plan ahead for a period of five years
with the assistance of all parties in
order that the development that
this country so urgently needs may
be achieved. I hope that the Hon.
Prime IJinister will give an oppor-
tunity to the Members of the
Opposition to take part in these
discussions with a view to drawing
up a plan so that whichever party
that comes into power may continue
to work on that plan and solve the
immediate problems that face the
country from time to time. The
problem of unemployment will be
there whichever party comes into
power, and unless all parties get
together and try to draw up a plan
to solve this problem, each party
will keep on saying, “ During your
regime so many lakhs were un-
employed ; but during our regime
only so many were unemployed. ”
This is a common problem facing
all parties and, therefore, a joint
conference as the one I suggested
will go a long way to overcome this
difficulty. T once again appeal to
the Hon. Prime Minister to look into
this question.
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(Mr. M. M. Mustapha—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Social
Services)

On a point of personal explana-
tion, I wish to say this. I did not
criticize Mr. Badiuddin Mahmud.
In fact my Friend, the hon. Second
Member for Mutur (Mr. A. L. Abdul
Majeed), was not in the House when
I spoke the day before yesterday.
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(@i a- GTeV. 9181 1083 1)
(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

I read in the papers what the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary had said.

Qe e, .

(m@u apovsUT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

I referred to Mr. Badiuddin Mah-
mﬂlgd’s attitude towards district coun-
cils.

In regard to Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike, I stated in no uncer-
tain terms in my speech that
Mr. Bandaranaike sincerely believed
in district councils as a solution to
some of the evils of the present
kachcheri system. I do not know
whether my hon. Friend is trying to
equate Mr. Badiuddin Mahmud with
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike. Other
than referring to Mr. Badiuddin
Mahmud’s attitude towards district
councils, I did not speak about him.
I only asked the question——

&, O¢. g 982 c.

(@)L ar- eTe. YLIGIe 1ped 1)

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

I ask my Friend whether he sup-

ports district councils.—[Interrup-
tion].
2D BNGD NS

(FUrBTLST 9T &6r)

(Mr. Speaker)

This is not the time for cross-
examination, and if the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary has finished with
his personal explanation he can sit
down.

&, O¢. ¢ &R @wn.

(@)L ar- GTe- 9/L1 e 1085 51)

(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)

I am referring to his speech. If
he is in favour of district councils,
why does he go to the Muslim vil-
lages and say that he is totally
opposed to district councils? Not
only'oMr. Badiuddin Mahmud but
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even Dr. Kaleel and Sir Razik Fareed
said that the District Councils Bill if
passed would be detrimental to the
Muslims.
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Qed’ wnfes; Des.
(@ apovgLr)
(Mr. Mustapha)

Is your Front a separate political
party ?

WD BN s
(suTprusi oeuiser)
(Mr. Speaker)

We cannot have this home-and-
home match here!

J. od. ¢dec @8 @,
(@)L a7- erev. QLIEIe) th5.57)
(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeetl)

Suppose we make the Islamic
Socialist Front a separate political
party ; will you join us ?

DA BN
(Furpruisi Q/eulr &err )

(Mr. Speaker)

Will the hon. Second Member for
Mutur please address the Chair ?
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(Mr. R. Premadasa—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local
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The report submitted oy the
Meeting of the Aid Ceylon Group,
Paris, March 1968, to the Inter-

national Bank of Reconstruction and
Development.

« Between 1948 and 1965 relatively
little was done to alter the structural

relationship between the export sector
and the rest of the economy.”

3. cudosy Swlon . (WEYD
wn 896 @ @Bew 8o D e =)

(B, 0. QFeDper s ren—os S0 5T
favs &L p@mife yenLbEFifler LT TT@h
L& D& s sAA )

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Ind-etries and Fisheries)

May I ask the hon. Member to table
that document if he is reading from
a document ?
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ceRemnBen 0. ¥. SDOBow

(O réiL i erow. o el&Grin&mgn)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

What does the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary want ?

2 S 5Y DN s

(FLT BrsT 9jeul&6r)

(Mr. Speaker)

He wants to know whether you are
tabling the document. Of course, we
cannot take any notice of what he

wants done because he is not in his
seat.

ceRemdnBw . €. IPHOB»

(QLr&L_ir erew. ar- ol & 7oA EeD )

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

This is an official document given
to all hon. Members of Parliament.
I am quoting from the Report sub-
mitted by the Meeting of the Aid
Ceylon Group, Paris, in March 1968
and published by the Ministry of
Planning and Economic Affairs,
Ceylon. Are you satisfied ?

cuCosY Lwiion S,

( Ban- Glagey p pesr aw A EeD)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
All right, carry on.

coPemln . J. SnOR»
(QLrdLir eraw. . HGr@man)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

“From 1965 exchange reserves were
depleted and it was feared that the
exchange earnings were no longer suffi-
cient to meet basic consumption require-
ments and to provide the imports
required for long-term economic growth.

Against this background of stagnation
in 1965 the Aid Group was formed fo
help deal with the economic crisis which
confronted Ceylon.”
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I recognize the hon. Member for
Habaraduwa. The Hon. Deputy
Speaker will now take the Chair.
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“I wonder whether we cannot have &
modified Opening of Parliament which
will at least keep Members of the Oppo-
sition wide awake. Again, I am not at
all happy that so few in society are able
to participate in the Ceremonial Open-

ing of Parliament. Every year, only the
of our crusted society

&ﬁ%} Grusts
QEE%_ q%“ painted and polished, on such
occasions. And such occasions, I think,
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Mr. President, should draw in a greater
deal of mass participation. It is surely not
beyond the ingenuity of our people to
refashion our own traditions without con-
tinued servility to alien pageantry, to re-
fashion them more in keeping with our
own culture., In this we look to you,
Mr. President, for guidance. ”
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I wish to read out certain extracts
from Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike’s
speech, as reported in the “Ceylon
Morning Leader ” of 17th July, 1926 :

“¢The minorities,” Mr. Bandaranaike
said, ‘look with mistrust at one another.
It was wrong to think that the differences
were not fundamental....’
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(8. v Qerigr 8 zer)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

When was that ?

ol @eres D,

(8. 9Crwgre)

(Mr. Premadasa)

In 1926, on the 17th of July.

eCdE 9228 . (0xgd)
Sl p)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

Forty-two years ago.
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oy Oarts e,

(8. 9Crgrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

Let it be anything.—

“Tt was wrong to think that the diffe-
rences were not fundamental. A hundred
years ago there were no such differences.
They did not appear because the English-
men sat on the heads of the Tamils, the
Low Country Sinhalese, and the Kandyan
Sinhalese. The moment they began to
speak of taking the Government into their
hands, then the differences that were
lying dormant smouldered forth.

If they consider past history they would
see that these communities, the Tamils,
the Low Country Sinhalese and the
Kandyan Sinhalese have lived for over a
thousand years and have not shown any
tendency to merge. They preserve their
customs, their language and their reli-
gion. He would be a very rash man who
would pin his faith on the gradual dis-
appearance of these differences.

In a federal government each federal
unit had complete powers over itself. Yet
they united and had one or two assem-
blies to discuss matters affecting the
whole country. That was the form of gov-
ernment in the U. S. A. All self-govern-
ing Dominions like Canada, Australia and
South Africa had the same system. Swit-
zerland afforded a better example for
Ceylon.

It was a small country, but three races
lived there, the French, Germans and
Italians. Yet, Switzerland was a country
where the federal form of government
was very successful. Every canton
managed its own affairs, but questions of
foreign affairs, commerce, defence, efc,
about which differences and controversies
would be at a minimum were dealt with
by the federal assembly.
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In Ceylon, each province should have
complete autonomy. There should be one
or two assemblies to deal with the special
revenues of the Island.”
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“A thousand and one objections could
be raised against this system, but when
objections were dissipated some form of

federal government would be the only
solution. ”
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I am taking full responsibility for
what I am saying.
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«“We as a Federal Party believe in
federalism. But we never sought, we do
not seek and we do not hope to seek the
power to secede from this country. We
want this country to be one country. We
believe in the unity of this country. We
have no alliances with anybody outside.
We have no aspirations towards' merging

Bewldn 95Y%) @edaCw 744

I8 cwidznd EEAg Soew

with anybody outside. So, to repeat in this
country that we want to divide the coun-
try, that we want to join ourselves with
somebody else, is to utter a falsehcod.
You are intelligent enough to know it is
false, but nevertheless you are repeating
this falsehood in order to delude the large
masses whom you think you can success-
fully delude. I can assure you, you will
not succeed in that.—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
SENATE, (uncorrected) 14th July 1968 ;
Vol. 26. c. 479.]

&Swge .
(8. yflugrs)
(Mr. Ariyadasa)

He has made no mention of the
D. M. K.

o Qenes Own.

(8@ 9Crwsrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

He has mentioned it in the next
column. If the hon. Member wants
the reference I can give it. This is
what the Minister of Local Govern-
ment says:

«“ Therefore, I do not wish to argue
about district councils. Nothing has been
said against district councils. What has
been said is that we are dangerous peo-
ple, that we want to divide the country
and join hands with the D. M. K. Gov-
ernment in Madras. What does it matter
to us if there is a D. M. K. Government
there or anywhere else? That has
nothing to do with Ceylon.”

Then Senator A. T. A. de Souza
interrupted :

“When are you bringing the Bill?
Then we will discuss it.”

Then the Hon. Minister of Local
Government said :

“Why are you worried about the
Bill 2 7.
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“The Hon. Minister of Local Govern-
ment referred to some incidents after the
March 1960 elections. True enough, we
met ; there is nothing wrong in that.”’—

¥ eonEE Qenongs»® nothing
wrong.

g Qemangzn® mOR everything
wrong.

— After the elections, neither the U.N.P.
nor ourselves were able to form a Gov-
ernment even with the help of the Fede-
ral Party. The U.N.P. had 50 seats and we
had 46 ; so that unless the L. S. S. P.,
the C. P., and the whole lot of others
joined on one side, there was no chance
of either of the two parties forming a
Government with the help of the Federal
Party alone. There is no doubt that the
FederaloParty and ourselves met. ”—
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—“No doubt some members of the
hierarchy of the Federal Party and some
members of the hierarchy of ocur party
met and came to an agreement. ’—

— 88 BeO—[d BB, ]

You are denying what your own
leader said in the Senate.

—*“Some agreement was arrived at.

But it cannot be said that after the 1965
elections it was a mere agreement that
was reached between the U. N. P. and
the Federal Party.”—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
SENATE, (uncorrected) 14th July 1968 ;
Vol. 26, cc. 486-17.]
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“My hon. Friend spoke of what
happened at midnight on the 24th of
March. On the 23rd evening, two well-
known persons in this country who are
alive—one is Mr. Alif and the other, the
President of the D. W. C., Mr. Aziz—came
to my house. I asked both of them, ‘on
whose behalf do you come, as whose re-
presentatives do you come ?” They said
that they came as the representatives of
Mrs. Bandaranaike and they sought the
assistance of the Federal Party to form a
Government that day. ”’—

ad O53RDG,

(Qaorrer oymagsseurser)
(Hon. Members)
Shame !

= v:.:;I:

Y P e,
(8. Cruwgre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

—“Now, let us look at the situation.
The situation was this, The U. N, P. had
66 seats; they only wanted the support
of the Federal Party to ensure an abso-
lute majority so as to inform the Gover-
nor-General that they could form the
Government. On the other hand, the
S. L. F. P. and its allies were unable to
form a Government unless they were able
to tell the Governor-General that the
Federal Party would support them ; and
even with the support of the Federai
Party, they would have got a majority
only by nominating six Members to the
House of Representatives, ”—
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—“In this political situation, ‘who
would have gone to whom ?’ is the ques-
tion that I want to ask you. There have
been instances of hon. Members who
occupied high positions, or who may have
occupied high positions, who have attemp-
ted to say that when I mentioned that
they met me at the request made on be-
half of their leader privately in the house
of one of the Ministers, I was speaking
an untruth.”’—

I think he was referring to the hon.
Member for Medawachchiya (Mr.
Maithripala Senanayeke.)

—“T put it to the country: why should
the Federal Party go after anybody on
that day when we were in a position to
determine the composition of the
Government ? "—

ce@BFne o sNENwD .

(8. ewgHfure Ca@) pruss)

(Mf. Maithripala Senanayeke)

To get a better deal from the
U, N. P.

cf @eres Q.

(8. 9Crgre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

You will see the deal they have got.

Bewd By 85F 5y 9eBACw

752

dB ewddznd E88ac Scw
@B o s .

(B ows@lure Crapruds)
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)

That is why they got it.—[Inter-
ruption].

o @cres Dcan.

(Bm. 9Crsre)
(Mr. Premadasa)

—*“The position is this. Mr. Aziz re-
peatedly told me, ‘Why do you want to
join the U. N. P. because once you join
that party you will continue to be at their
mercy ; you would have lost your bar-
gaining factor and you cannot throw them
out of power. But if you join the S. L. F. P
any time they go back on the agreement
you can throw them out of power and
upset the Government.’ That was the
kind of discussion and talk that took place
that night.”

&Sk e,

(8. gyflugrs)
(Mr. Ariyadasa)

That is only one side of the story.

o Oeres Scwm.
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(Mr. Premadasa)

“The next morning—I must repeat—
next morning, I met Dr. N. M. Perera. I
do not want to state the circumstances
in which I met him, because public offi-
cers’ names would have to come out. But
when we met him that morning I discuss-
ed with him, indeed as we have discussed
in November 1964 before he went to Eng-
land for the purpose of his health, ”"—-

QT am gesy Doy cdnw O
@O O, 1964 ecnZ/CIE &es e
OB 8wl 8O wSwsyemnd
wé OB  (@dad Y. O8.
cse8&) 80 60 wrxymd @Esx B
920 HOBR® »Y 8 ReAm»». &
GECheDE R en® BrYe Wméexarrmd @
68. & Boslery eccdd e
7T 608 R cségsym wEw.

—“the possibility—at that time they
did not need our help—of establishing
district councils. Dr. N. M. Perera was
wedded to the principle of district coun-
cils or decentralization of government ; he
was wedded to the principle that the
Tamil people in this country should be
given an opportunity of governing them-
selves in their own language. In Novem-
ber 1964, before he went abroad, he ask-
ed me to go along with him to the then
Prime Minister, Mrs. Bandaranaike, and
settle these two problems. Unfortunately,
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I was then engaged in professional work ;
we did not have the time to go, and before
he returned from England the Govern-
ment had fallen. But it was an accepted
fact at that time—it was accepted by him ;
it was accepted by the whole country—
that district councils were a necessary
way of solving the mirority problems and
the administrative problems in this coun-
try. The Regulations under the Tamil
Language (Special Provisions) Act had
to be made in order to give the Tamil
people a right to use their language for
certain purposes in certain areas.

SENATOR DE SOUZA

Then why did you bring down that
Government ? ”

c® 9mn®n Dcory oM.

“ SENATOR THE HON. TIRUCHELVAM

I was not in that Government.

SENATOR DE SOUZA
Your party.

SENATOR THE HON. TIRUCHELVAM

The position was this. On the day the
Government was voted out, it so happen-
ed—they themselves will not deny this—
that I was out of Colombo. It so happened
that this took place all of a sudden. It so
happened that their own very leaders
sought my assistance. But I was out of
Colombo on professional work. Probably
I might have induced Mr. Chelvanayakam
to reconsider the matter had I been there
or Mr. Chelvanayakam might have taken
his own advice ; but the position was that
on that day my party was not in a posi-
tion to seek my advice on this point. They
were not in a position to know that Dr.
N. M. Perera had already categorically
agreed to establish district councils—not
agreed, he could not do it—but he agreed
to persuade Mrs. Bandaranaike to esta-
blish district councils and to introduce
regulations under the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act. ”—[OFFICIAL
REPORT SENATE, (uncorrected) 14th July
1968 ; Vol. 26, cs. 474—6.]
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“Before and after the formation of the
Coalition Government I had talks with
the representative of the Federa] Party,

Mr. Tiruchelvam, over the language
issue. ”
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“Before the Tamil-speaking people
could enjoy the fruits of the settlement
that was arrived at between the Coalition
and Mr. Tiruchelvam these people des-
troyed the Coalition Government.”

1965 &8 &wedE wSwsYemnd
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“] had discussions with the Hon.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike first about the
problems of the Tamil-speaking people. I
explained to her very clearly all the pro-
blems of the ramil-speaking people, The
Prime Minister accepted my recommen-
dations wholeheartedly and undertook to
implement them.”
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“But did the Federal Party who claim
to fight for the rights of the Tamil-speak-
ing peogle allow us to fulfil these promi-
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Senator Doric de Souza came to
Jaffna during the same election cam-
paign.

“Some people are maliciously and
falsely saying that the Tamilnad is being
destroyed and Tamil culture is being

affected and we of the Coalition parties
have betrayed the Tamils.”
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“The Tamil-speaking people must not
be deceived by such false propaganda.”
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In reply to the statement of Mrs.
Bandaranaike’s Government in its
Throne Speech of 1963 that early
consideration would be given to the
question of establishing district
councils to replace the kachcheries,
this is what Mr. Dudley Senanayeke
said on the floor of this House on
30th July, 1963. It is reported in
Hansarp, Volume 52, columns 1126-7.
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« As regards District Councils, our posi-
tion is this. We welcome the setting up of
District Councils. It is a democratic
measure. We are aware of the fact that
by greater decentralization of the func-
tions of the Central Government we can
have democracy functioning more satis=-
factorily.”
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“ But we are not in a position to tell
you what our actual attitude is until we
see the Bill and the powers that you seek
to give to District Councils. —[Interrup-
tion].

Do not laugh! Wait till I finish.
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When you say something funny
why cannot I laugh ?
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“TIt is necessary to bear in mind that
there are certain powers that must be
reserved always in the hands of the
Central Government for the planned and
co-ordinated development of the country,
which no central Government can sur-
render to District Councils.”
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“So that, once that is borne in mind,
then this measure tends to greater demo-
cracy.”
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“There is another point which I want
the hon. Members of the Government to
bear in mind with respect to this, and
that is that the functions performed by
kachcheries and the functions performed
by local bodies are entirely different.
Local bodies are never the agents of
Government ; local bodies are autono-
mous within the spheres prescribed to
them ; kachcheries are agents of Govern-
ment. So, please do not think that merely
by establishing local bodies you can
thoroughly do away with having your
agents in those areas, agents of the
Central Government, be they kachcheries
oz;fﬁ be they other Central Government
offices. ”
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Mr. Deputy Chairman, with
reference to the speech made by the
Hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Local Government I must
say that I am particularly pleased
that he has not lost one bit of the
political inconsistency for which he
has always been famous. One would
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have not visualized very clearly as
to whether the Hon. Parliamentary

Secretary realizes the force of his

own arguments.

On the one side he was telling us
what a great man the Hon. Prime
Minister is. He was telling us how
consistent he has been and what a
wonderful thing it is to serve under
a Prime Minister who says the same
thing in 1963 and 1965 and in 1968.

He told us that the Hon. Prime
Minister had favoured district
councils when he was in the Opposi-
tion as well as when he was in the
Government—of course the district
councils which the Hon. Prime
Minister favoured were very different
from the proposals of the late Prime
Minister, Mr. Bandaranaike in certain
respects—and  that the  district
councils that he favoured could not
cause any damage or harm to the
country for that reason. And the
Hon. Parliamentary Secretary was
very proud ; in fact one would have
thought that he was almost converted
to federalism by his leader, the Hon.
Minister.

But may I put it this way : if the
Honu. Parliamentary Secretary
believes in what he says I should like
to ask him straightway, is he under
the impression that the Throne
Speech contains a promise that this
CGovernment is going to introduce
regional councils or district councils ?

If the establishment of district
councils is such a good thing why is
it that this proposal is so conspicuous
by its absence in the Throne Speech ?
Why is it that this Government, if it
is so convinced in the correctness of
its proposal for district councils—and
having heard the White Paper Debate
with the only solitary intervention
of the hon. Member for Dambadeniya
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake) which is
going to receive great consideration
at the hands of the Government;
what they are going to consider and
what they have not considered
already I do not know—if this
proposal contained inthe White
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788

g8 cwidmsnd B8Ag 90cw

Paper is such a magnificient thing,.
may I ask the Hon. Parliamentar
Secretary, what is he waxing so
eloquent about ? Why is he defending
something that requires no defence ?
Why does not his Prime Minister’s
Throne Speech categorically promise
this country something that he
believes in, something that he
believes to be a good thing in the
interests of this country, if he
believes it ? :

The Hon. Parliamentary Secretary
seems to think that all problems are
solved if he is able to say to himself
and to this House: “0O, you know,
your late Prime Minister Mr. Ban-
daranaike proposed regional councils
in 1926. He wrote an article in the
“ Morning Leader ”"—a paper that no
longer exists. I am surprised that he
did not quote him in his infancy.

If one goes back far enough one
could even think of the time when
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
was in the Labour Party, in the days
when he sported a red shawl, in the
days when his boss was Mr. A. E.
Goonasinhe, in the days when hand
bombs were found in vehicles in
which he travelled. If he thinks back
to those days the Hon. Parliamentary
Secretary may find that to quote
statements of that sort does not prove
a thing.

I appreciate very much that
practically every political leader with
a past has gone back on what he has
said at sometime or another. I do not
think there is a single political leader
in this House or elsewhere who has
not.

I think on one occasion the Hon.
Minister of State, my good Friend,
pointed out that there was a time
when Mr. Bandaranaike stood for
parity in language and he stood for
Sinhala only, and now the positions
have been reversed with my Homn.
Friend the Minister of State standing
for parity of a sort.

There was a time when my good
friend the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota (Dr. N. M. Perera) stood for

)
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parity of status in language, and now
he is as vociferous as any of us on
Sinhala only.

There was a time when my good
friend the hon. Member for
Akuressa (Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)
thought that revolution was the only
path to salvation, and now I think
he has given that up and believes in
the Parliamentary role. I think he
does. He stands firmly by it. He even
gives interviews to the radio as
demonstrated by the Hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary. There was a time
when they talked of religion being
the opiate of the masses. It is so no
longer. Now they offer flowers at
temples and the Maha Nayaka
Theros are worshipped appropriately.

These changes do occur. I am not
making a point of it, but I do not
think much is gained by talking of
the past. Look at my good Friend
the hon. Member for Avissawella,
the Hon. Minister of Industries. He
now seeks socialist salvation through
the U. N. P. and the Senanayakes.
This is marvellous. These are
political transformations that can
and do occur.

o& 8. 8. @l. 9/IBAD (DE BT
o (DS G OR)

(Caerrar . (. YT (5T QUIT 556 — G0 &
Qarifler, sL_pRmile s esi)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

Those were days of feudalism.

oS, @l Ve DFHNSNW S,
(r@@ GTLI. QYIF. L_UWIGW LIGHTL I BIriihs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I agree. With the feudalism of the
Senanayakes in Botale, he is now a
satellite in orbit! Well, I do not
mind. He is now doing a permanent
revolution round the Senanayake
sun ! If he feels that way, I have not
the slightest objection.

But what is gained by the sort of
stupid argument of the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary who said that Mr.

5——00 15682 (68/7)
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Bandaranaike talked of federalism in
the “ Morning Leader ” in 1926 ? Sup-
posing he did, I will concede that for
the purpose of argument. I have
never read the “ Morning Leader ”.
It was published before my time. I
was not born then. The * Morning
Leader” had died a natural death.
Presumably somebody must have
taken it over before 1930. But what-
ever was in the “ Morning Leader ",
supposing the late Prime Minister did
say that, what does it prove ? Is
Mr. Premadasa, the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary, telling us that federa-
lism is a good thing ? Does he say, “1
am a supporter of Mr. Bandaranaike’s
idea of 1926 ; therefore we want fed-
eralism ?” No. He tells us, Mr. Ban-
daranaike said exactly that in the
“Morning Leader ”. Therefore what
follows ?

My respectful submission is, let us
be clear about one thing. Politics can
change ; people can change their
opinions. The Hon. Minister of Indus-
tries is quite entitled to revise his
views about the Senanayakes. He no
longer thinks that they are people
who should be swept out vz politics,
that he should make it his mission to
sweep them out of politics. He no
longer thinks that socialism demands
the nationalization of banks. He is
quite content to allow foreign banks
the right to have new accounts and to
be a Cabinet Minister approving
those decisions. He no longer sees his
Colleague, the hon. Member for Min-
neriya (the Hon. C. P. de Silva) as
one of the buffaloes of that fast
extinet herd in Minneriya about
which the hon. Member for Akuressa
(Dr. Wickremasinghe) was speaking
a little while ago.

You see, Mr. Deputy Chairman,
things change. Let it be said to his
credit that Mr. Bandaranaike was one
of those people who, having proposed
the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam
Pact, was sufficiently sensitive to
public opinion to destroy that pact in
the face of public opinion. That is our
case and that is precisely what we
have been telling you in the country
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and in this House right through. Mr.
Bandaranaike realized what demo-
cracy means. I think he was the per-
fect democrat in this country. His
conception of democracy was not to
force down the throats of people
something that he thought, perhaps at
that time, was the best thing for the
country. He himself found, having
entered into a pact, that the pact was
not being honoured on the other side ;
that “ Sri” name boards were being
tarred, that the satyagraha which

was to be called off was not being
called off.

@& O3y Boleww
(Qzorrar oymssseur R )
(An hon. Member)
What about post offices ?

ofd. @d. Awd TGMNSENGD D,
(B ori. oyi. Lwov LG T ETES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Post offices came later.

At that time Mr. Bandaranaike,
under pressure of pubic opinion, took
the logical step of saying: I resile
from this pact ; I am no longer going
to be bound by it. And he tore it up.
Well, do we say that Mr. Bandara-
naike did something, therefore we
must stand by it regardless of whe-
ther this country wants it or not?
Never ! The S. L. F. P. stand by the
proposition that our conception of
democracy is to give the people what
they want. I am glad the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary is coming back. I
noted his absence a moment ago.

o Ocies .

(8. Crwsre)

(Mr. Premadasa)

I would not run away like you.

afd. . el AGHNOsNG B,
(B 6TL1. QY. L WG LIGHTL T 5T IL&ES)

~ (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

- You disappeared for a while, it was
not clear why. I know, you must have
been tired. Of course, you must have
wanted to go out for a while and ease

Bewidm Y8 OedDE®
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yourself after your two hours’ effort.
I do not blame you one bit. But this
is the point : if the late Mr. Bandara-
naike made a statement in the
“Mcrning Leader ”—and 1 accept
what the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary says, that he did say something
about federalism being a good thing,
in 1926 ; I was not born then, I do
not know, but accepting that fact—
what does it prove ? Is the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary therefore tell-
ing us that because Mr. Bandara-
naike made that statement in 1926,
federalism is now a good thing ? Is
that his argument ?—[Interruption.]
No, it is not. Precisely. My point is,
then why trot that out ? What is the
purpose of it? Mr. Bandaranaike
entered into the Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam Pact: in the face of
public opinion he bowed his head,

destroyed the pact, and said
“hhat  iss  an It endis i the
matter; I have nothing fur-

ther to add; I am not going ahead
with this Pact.” Having done that,
what follows ? The U. N. P. tells us,
“ At that time we campaigned
against the pact.” My hon. Friend,
the Parliamentary Secretary, talked
about his ill-fated march to Kandy
in the company of the Hon. Minister
of State and others and how they
were thwarted by the sole Peking-
liner in this House. The might of

China stood between them and
Kandy on that occasion! And he

tells us, “We campaigned against
that pact.”

How did they campaign? They
published in the “ Siyarata” articles
saying, “marau, marau”’. Who was
going to be killed ? The hon. Mem-
ber for Nallur and his people.
“ Marau, marou’—who sang these
things ? Who wrote these things?
The “ Siyarata ”. So long as the pro-
secution was on they would not
admit that the “ Siyarata” was their
paper. I would like any hon. Mem-
ber to stand up and tell us that
“marau, marau” was not the tone
of their campaign. How did they
caripaign ? They published a leaflet
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with a text of the B-C Pact, with a
map of Lanka and with a footprint
across it. And they said, *“ This is
what is going to happen under the
B-C Pact”.

Let us concede that it is a totally
different pact from their pact. Let
us assume that it is a different pact
they have got. I shall come to the
differences in a moment.

Their method of campaigning was
this. They wused to go round the
country showing the map of Lanka
with a footprint across it. The hon.
Parliamentary Secretary was one
such campaigner. That was how they
campaigned.

On whom was this footprint level-
led ? Now, what was going to hap-
pen to the Sinhalese people on the
implementation of the B-C Pact?
They were going to be trampled. By
whom ? Whose footprint was it ? It
was the footprint of the hon.
Member for Nallur.

SOl @d. 8. e méshwm Be.
CZatalalolefe))

(Bapws 8 pfwrCer QY. 1.
BTG E—) & ST SN )

(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
Attanagalla)

asy O Om =B DG

LIGRTL_TT

ofd. @l. Awed ATMéNeD .
(Blp. erls. oy, Lwew e rrprGs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Then what happened ? The late
Prime Minister was assassinated and
the elections took place in 1960. At
the elections the U. N. P. Government
tried to talk to Mr. Chelvanayakam
and his people. Four demands were
put forward and Mr. Dudley Senana-
yake, the Prime Minister, very
proudly said, “I could not accede to
these demands. They were against
the interests of the Sinhalese people.
. I was not prepared to give in to these
demands.” He offered them any
number of ministries ; they were not
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interested. He tried to buy them
with portfolios. He seems to have
succeeded later but he did not succeed
then. But they succeeded in getting
Mr. Tiruchelvam interested ; he was
prepared to buy one from anybody.
Be that as it may, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Dudley Senanayake, did his best.
He was confronted with four de-
mands and he said, “I am very sorry.
I cannot give you any of these four
demands. Nothing doing.” He faced
the House bravely like a man. He
stood and thundered at us in the
House. He made a brave speech. He
tried every trick in the book to win
that Throne Speech Debate. But he
failed. They tried hard.

Now, the Hon. C. P. de Silva will
bear me out—he was here a few
moments ago but he has now dis-
appeared ; most probably he could
not stand the reference to buffaloes
made by the hon. Parliamentary Sec-
retary, and so he went away. Well,
at that time the Hon. C. P. de Silva
was the leader of our party, the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party. He is also one
of those people affected by changes.
He now finds salvation in the United
National Party. God bless his soul,
and good luck to him ! I do not know
whether it is good luck to the United
National Party, but that is another
matter.

What did he do ? He had some talks
with the Federal Party, and he told
the Federal Party, “I am sorry, from
our past history it does not look as if
we can have any deal or a secret pact
of any sort. Pacts are out. But I will
tell you what I will do.” He was
thinking at that time that he might at
last achieve the ambition that has
eluded him so far, of being Prime
Minister. Upon the defeat of the
U. N. P. he hoped that he would be
called upon by His Excellency the
Governor-General to form a govern-
ment. Mr. C. P. de Silva said, “If
and when I am called upon to form a
government I will make a policy
statement of my own ; on that oceca-
sion, if you like it, you may support
it ; if you do not like it, you need not
support it.” That was that.
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Various suspicions in the minds of
the federalists, collectively at that
time about the Hon. C. P. de Silva
and his activities in 1958 during the
communal riots had smoothed away,
and they decided that the Hon. C. P.
de Silva was not as black as he was
painted. They agreed and said, “ We
will wait for your policy speech.”

His Excellency sent for the differ-
ent parties including the Federal
Party, and he asked them, “ Will you
support Mr. C. P. de Silva to form a
government ?”” And the answer was
given by Mr. Chelvanayakam in a
weak and still voice : “ It will depend
on what they state in their policy
statement.” And so His Excellency
decided to dissolve Parliament. That
is what happened factually.

Well, the next thing we know is
that we had a general election. And
on that general election what
happened ? This is extremely im-
portant because of this alleged secret
pact one way or the other, and I
should like to tell you what exactly
happened.

I am going to quote to you from the
relevant newspapers at that time.
The “Ceylon Daily News” of 25th
May 1960 contained this statement.
This was the first reference imme-
diately after the dissolution of Par-
liament which took place actually on
the 24th of April 1960. This is what
the “Ceylon Daily News” of 25th
May 1960 said :

“ Opening the U. N. P. election cam-

1

paign at Devinuwara, .. —

That is the place at which Mr. Dudley
Senanayake split the spoilt coconut—

“ .Mr. Dudley Senanayake said that
when Parliament was dissolved the Op-
position parties had issued a joint com-
munique signed by the S.L.F.P., F.P,
LS, 5B, CRLILEP. .Y —

I think that refers to the Hon. Min-
ister of Home Affairs—

#oand JV.P. ‘In it? he said, *they
all maintained there was the possibility
of forming an alternative government. If
so, we can accept that the S.L.F.P. had
now agreed secretly to the Federal Party
demand.’”

Bewi Eny S5I5) VeduEw
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In other words, Mr. Dudley Senana-
yake drew an inference of a secret

pact.

At that time, barring I think the
Hon. Minister of Industries and Fish-
eries who was still dreaming of a
national government at that time, all
the other Opposition parties got to-
gether and signed a joint statement
saying that there was the possibility
of an alternative government under
the leadership of the Hon. C. P. de
Silva.

The that, on the 26th of May,
1960, Mrs. Sirima R. D. Bandaranaike,
President of the Party, issued a state-
ment, also published in the “ Ceylon
Daily News ”. She said:

“T take this opportunity to state cate-
gorically that the S. L. F. P. has no
secret pact with the Federal Party, that
the Federal Party has not at any time
made the four demands they put forward
before the U.N.P. from wus, and the
S. L. F. P. has not agreed to concede any
of those demands.”

In other words, Mrs. Bandaranaike
did exactly what the newspapers
hoped she would do. Having got a
statement from Mr. Dudley Senana-
yake, they showed it to Mrs. Bandara-
naike and said, “What do you say,
Madam ? ” Mrs. Bandaranaike made
a statement in which she said, “ We
have no such arrangement and the
Federal Party never made those
demands from us. Therefore, there
was no foundation for the allegation
of a secret pact.”

The newspapers also showed the
respective statements to the Federal
Party leader, Mr. Chelvanayakam,
and the “ Ceylon Daily News ” asked
him, “ What do you have to say ?”
His statement was published on the
28th of May 1960, and this is what
Mr. Chelvanayakam said at that
time :

“The position taken by the S, L. F. P.
was that they would not enter into any
agreement with us ”—

I am reading what Mr. Chelvana-
yakam said on the 28th of May 1960.

—“and that they were not asking for
our support on the basis of any agree-
ment. Their position was that, if they
were called upon to form a Government,
they would make a policy statement
covering among others the issue in which
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the Federal Party was interested and it
should then be open to our party to
support the S. L. F. P. Government or to
vote against it according to our view of

that policy statement, whether the same
‘was acceptable to us or not.

In thesé circumstances, the Federal
Party was prepared to support the
S. L. F. P, to form a Government.

It is a mistake to think that we drew
a distinction between the U. N. P. and
the S. L. F. P. The issue before the House
on April 22nd was whether we were to
support the then Government when it
failed to come to any agreement or
understanding with us on our four-point
proposal that that Government had
rejected. Our proposal in toto will hence
form our point of view. There was no
point in lett.ng that Government continue
in office.

Except that we all voted on the same
side, we formed no alliance with any
other party in the Opposition as the basis
of our voting together. If and when the
S. L. F, P. formed a Government it would
then have been the occasion for us to
press our proposal on them.”

That was Mr. Chelvanayakam
speaking to the “ Ceylon Daily News ”
on the 28th of May, 1960.

So, the position is quite plain.
There was no secret pact with the
S. L. F. P. Certainly the Federal
Party had discussions, as I said, with
Hon. C. P. de Silva, at the end of
which they said, “We shall await
your policy statement and see, but
we are not dropping our four-point
demand. Our four-point demand
remains, and on that basis we shall
decide whether to give our support
or not to any subsequent government
in this country.” That was the posi-
tion taken by Mr. Chelvanayakam to

the “ Ceylon Daily News ” long before
any controversy arose about any
secret pact.

I am a strong believer in quoting
the first statement made by a person,
whether it is in a criminal case or in
politics. You will find that they have
not had the time for reflection and
time to start thinking how the state-
ment could be better shaped. When
Mr. Chelvanayakam made that state-
ment he meant exactly what he said.
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Now, did that deter the Hon.
Dudley Senanayake ? No, it did not.
I do not know who paid for them—
whether it was the Shell Company or
whether it was Mr. Dudley Senana-
vake or the party funds. But we
found huge maps of Ceylon, daubed
iny red, springing up like mushrooms
in every dealer’s petrol shed during
the course of the July 1960 election :
“ED HBw eBAber mH—ndem ",

with the picture of the Hon Dudley
Senanayake. The Hon. Minister of
State will recall those pictures. Well,
on that basis, the U. N. P.—I think,
Mr. Deputy Chairman, you will also
recall them even in Ja-ela—wandered
round the countryside, saying :
“These are the people who are going
to betray this country to the Tamils.
The S. L. F. P., the gross betrayers,
are going to sell the race and the
nation, destroy the Sinhalese, des-
troy their leader’s image, destroy the
identity of the Sinhalese people.”
And the Hon. Dudley Senanayake,
from the opening shot of his cam-
paign at Devinuwara, drew the
inference of a secret pact with the
Federal Party—denied by Mrs. Bas
daranaike, denied by Mr. Chelvana
yakam. And on that basis he
campaigned.

In 1960 a government was formed
by Mrs. Bandaranaike. Were there
any negotiations with the Federal
Party ? Did Mr. Tiruchelvam come
and want to be either the Attorney-
General or Minister of Justice or
anything else ? No, Sir. Was there
any talk with the Federal Party for
portfolios or concessions ? No. In fact
the first question that cropped up at
that time was the Throne Speech of
1960.—[Interruption]

eBEOY Swslory e,
(B Gaped mmeir & man )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

There was no need for it : you had
an overall majority.

Of. @l Awed AT Mérnem S,
(&5 erii. YT L wiew LIGWT LT T JBIT 115 &5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is exactly my point. There

was a need for it in 1965 because the
situation had changed as far as the
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betrayers were concerned. That is the

point we are making. That is exactly
what I am saying.

In other words, the first thing that
happened was, the Federal Party
came and made representations and
said, “Madam, you have formed the
Government. At least be fair to us, a
minority. Hitherto the Throne Speech
has not been read in Tamil, and the
Federal Party has systematically
boycotted the Throne Speech reading
at the Ceremonial Opening of Parlia-
ment by His Excellency the
Governor-General. Why do you do
so? Would it not be a gracious
gesture on your part to have the
Throne Speech read in the Tamil
language ?”

Mrs. Bandaranaike consulted the
Attorney-General and the Solicitor-
General, who incidentally was
Mr. Tiruchelvam, the present
Minister of Local Government. And
would you believe it? The law
officers of the Crown expressed the
view that it was illegal and contrary
to the Official Language Act for the
Throne Speech to be read in Tamil.
They said it would be a violation
of the Official Language Act. They
actually tendered a written opinion.
If the Hon. Minister of Local
Government had by any chance
become the Attorney-General, he
would have found it in the archives
of the Attorney-General’s office. I
think the Solicitor-General ventured
to dissent from it, but the view
expressed was that even the reading
of the Throne Speech in Tamil was
illegal.

Mrs. Bandaranaike said, “I do not
care whether it is legal or illegal. I
agree that it should also be under-
stood by the Tamil people. I know
that you people understand English
and you are asking for this only as
a formality so that you can go back
to Jaffna and tell your voters that
they have got a Throne Speech
which they can read. I will get it
read in Tamil. I will ignore the ques-
tion of legality. I will tell the law
officers of the Crown where they get
off. ”

Bewd Ex @575 @BRVC®
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And ultimately the Throne Speech
was read in Tamil.

The Federal Party also requested
Mrs. Bandaranaike to include an
appropriate statement in the Throne
Speech so that they would know
where they stood in regard to the
various questions they raised.
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s answer was,
“Give us time, at least one year.
Do not raise any questions. Leave
them alone. Do not raise any
questions pertaining to controversial
problems. The happenings of 1958
are still too fresh in everybody’s
memory. We do not want trouble.
Please hold your hand and do not
create any agitation among the Tamil
people. Whatever problems they
have, we will see what can be done,
but please give us one year at least.”
The Federal Party said, “No.” In
1960, at the time of the schools take-
over, they came out strongly in
opposition to Mrs. Bandaranaike.

A Language of the Courts Bill was
passed in the House of Represent-
atives at the time Dr. Dahanayake
was Prime Minister. The Federal
Party Members were here and could
have participated in the Debate. The
Bill was sent to the Senate but
lapsed because Dr. Dahanayaka dis-
solved Parliament shortly after his
survival of the Vote of No Confidence
by one vote. That was on the 5th of
December 1959. The Bill had been
passed by this House, and it lapsed
while it was still before the Senate.

According to the statement made
by the Hon. C. P. de Silva, he stood
by the statute of the late Prime
Minister.

That Bill was reintroduced in
December 1969. The Federal Party
took umbrage and said, “ No. This is
a breach of faith. ‘By any statute’
we understood to mean only those
statutes which had been passed by
both Houses and had received the
Governor-General’s Assent, and not
this which had been passed by the
House of Representatives but awaited
being read in the Senate.”

The S. L. F. P. settled the question
of Standing Orders in this House on
language, introduced the Language
of the Courts Bill, and saw it through.
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The Federal Party resented that. The
Bill was passed, though of course it

has not been implemented to this
date.

The hon. Member for Nallur
(Dr. Naganathan) will agree with
me that nowhere in this country is
Sinhala in fact the language of the
courts yet. It is a tragedy, but there
it is. It ought to be the language of
the courts, but it is in fact not the
language of the courts. All legal
business to this day is transacted in a
language that nine-tenths of the
people of the country do not
understand.

It is fortunate that the people of
Jaffna are conversant in English any-
way. If you stopped anybody on the
street and asked him the way to
Maviddapuram, he will direct you in
English. He will probably check up
to see what caste you are first, but
anyway he will tell you.

You see, the essential thing is that
people must know what they are
doing. The Federal Party said at that
time, “ Well, we cannot possibly ac-
cept this statute.” We told them,
“You may not like it, but this is a
statute that has already been passed. ”
The Federal Party said, “ No.”

On this question there was undec-
lared war up to the point of the satya-
graha in March and April 1961, when
the Federal Party decided to agitate
on the language question, and they
sat outside the kachcheri in force,
determined that the people of Jaffna
should not eat.

They are receiving a taste of it now
when other people are sitting outside
the temple, in the heart of the Kan-
kesanturai constituency, shaking the
constituency to its very foundations,
with Mr. Suntheralingam in the van-
guard, determined to be sent to gaol
by the court, whatever may be the
language it is administered in at that

time.
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The Federal Party sat and sat, but
Mrs. Bandaranaike continued to take
no notice. She refused to be moved.
She went to London, leaving them
sitting there. When she came back
from London they were still sitting
there. I think their bottoms must
have been somewhat sore because
they then decided, “ We cannot con-
tinue sitting any longer ; we must do
something about it.”

So they promptly declared open a
new post-office and printed their own
postage stamps ; and having printed
the stamps, the Member for Vaddu-
koddai (Mr. Amirthalingam) func-
tioned as the Postmaster-General of
the new Federal Society, and
Mr. Chelvanayakam was the first
customer—/[Interruption]. Mr. Amir-

thalingam was the Postmaster-
General.
ad . @i, Lwuiam»

(Osarras Cog- i eyuwrali o)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
That does not matter.

oS, @d. Vadd demamdsnem e
(Blcm eris. Dy 1w LG T BT )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Hon. Minister of State says
that it does not matter who func-
tioned as the Postmaster-General in
the first Federal Society in Ceylon.
But having sold the stamp, I think,
they were hoping against hope that
Mrs. Bandaranaike would do some-
thing to enable them to save face, so
that they «could call off the
satyagraha.

I think the hon. Member for Udup-
piddi (Mr. M. Sivasithamparam) also
complained that he received one or
two stripes across his back from the
belts of soldiers. I believe, the hon.
Member for Nallur (Dr. Naganathan)
proved to be more elusive than the
Scarlet Pimpernel, and Mrs. Naga-
nathan sounded extremely anxious on
the telephone, telling Mrs. Bandara-
naike, “ Please arrest my husband be-
fore he gets into any more trouble.”
And finally madam succeeded: she
was able to lay the ghost, and was
able to make sure that the hon. Mem-
ber for Nallur was not playing truant
whereathe ought not to be.
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So this is how it goes. This is the

history of Federal Party relations
with the S. L. F. P.

There was a spell in emergency de-
tention. They hoped to be kept at the
Galle Face Hotel, but they were ac-
tually kept at the Panagoda Barracks.
The diet was good; nobody com-
plained, excepting, I think, that some
of the Federal Members belonged to
different communities, and racial em-
barrassments arose about who should
eat with whom, or that there should
be two separate dinner services at
different times. But, subject to that,
there was general agreement and
happiness within the Panagoda
Camp.

Well, the emergency was over ; the
period of detention came to a conclu-
sion, and at the end of all this the
Federal Party decided, somewhat be-
latedly, that they should also adopt
the argument of Mr. Dudley Senana-
yvake and start charging the S. L. F. P.
with a breach of faith.

The hon. Member for Kankesan-
turai is very careful. He never says
anything false. He went to London
and had a brain operation. During
the emergency period he came back,
with less of Parkinson, as he disclosed
to us. And having come back, the hon.
Member for Kankesanturai said,
“You know, we did not actually have
a pact with the S. L. F. P. but we
understood from the discussions with
Mr. C. P. de Silva that certain policy
statements would be made and that
they were going to be fairer by us.”
Consider how difficult it is when
Mr. C. P. de Silva and Mr. Chelva-
nayakam speak to each other.
Misunderstandings can and do arise.
But in actual fact, the hon. Member
for Kankesanturai did say that there
had been some misunderstanding and
he had thought differently.

That is the sum and substance of
our relations with the Federal Party
and you have it in a nutshell. I have
repeated this several times in ‘the
House in different forms, but in subs-
tance that is what we are always say-
ing—what we are saying now and
what we said then. :

Bewldn 535 eedacs
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Mrs. Bandaranaike, nothwithstand-
ing that she had no agreement with
the Federal Party, has always taken
up the position that we stand for cer-
tain principles, that we are not going
to say that we are only for the Sin-
halese. I do not know where the hon.
Member for Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G.
Senanayake) is. I hoped he would be
here to listen to this part of the
speech because this simply is the
fundamental issue between us.

We are not an anti-Tamil party.
That does not mean that we have
federal elements within us, as the hon.
Member for Dambadeniya always
likes to tell us. According to him,
it is impossible not to be an anti-
Tamil party without having a federal
element somewhere. We are not an
anti-Tamil party, nor have we federal
elements within us. The true posi-
tion is that we believe it is quite pos-
sible for the Sinhalese and the Tamil
communities to live happily together
in this little island. But we do be-
lieve that it is not possible to have
a bifurcation of administration and it
is not possible to deal in two official
languages. We firmly believe—not in
the immediate present but at some
definite point of time in the future—
that there must be one language of
administration. I know that many
hon. Members of this House disagree
with me on this question, but I can-
not help that.

Recently, the hon. Member for
Uduppiddi Mr. M. Sivasithamparam
told me at the U. N. Seminar that my
solutions were a little too simple. 1t
may be that they are. But I believe
that, if the children born throughout
this country, whether in the Northern
Province or Eastern Province, are
asked tfo learn Sinhala as a subject,
nothing more—not the medium of
instruction, but Sinhala as ona
subject in their educational curricula
—starting from now, it will create no
problems. The Sinhalese people, with
a history of 2,500 years can afford to
be generous.

The question whether public
servants with grey hairs reaching
maturity and retirement are to be
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compelled, at the point of a sword, to
learn Sinhala, is not that important.
What is important is the future. If the
future is safeguarded, we know that
the Sinhalese nation is quite capable
of generosity. There is no need for
compulsion ; there is no need for
force. But if the Federal Party is
going to tell us, “ We will resist at
the point of the sword the authority
of the Ceylon Government and we
will ensure politically that Sinhala
will never be taught as a subject in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces ”.
which they regard as their traditional
homeland and which the former Chief
Justice. Hema Basnayake, regards as
his traditional homeland, all we can
say is that the Sinhalese people will
say to themselves, “Well, if they
want to remain in the public service
I am afraid your older generation will
have to make an effort.” In other
words, the bargain lies there.

The Federal Party must withdraw
their political opposition to the learn-
ing of Simhala. Let it be voluntary
in the first instance. No one is talking
of compulsion. We believe that, if the
facilities are provided and the parents
are allowed voluntarily to teach their
children Sinhala without Federal
opposition, it will happen. Any parent
who does not want to, may not let
his child learn Sinhala. If the hon.
Member for Nallur (Dr. Naganathan)
feels like that, we have not the
slightest objection. If he wishes, he
can stop his children from learning
Sinhala. Butf, on the contrary, he
made quite certain that they learnt
Sinhala, and learnt it very well, and
passed with distinction. Both his son
and his daughter can outdo me in
Sinhala. They are magnificent. I am
very proud of it. I am very grateful
to the hon. Member for Nallur. I only
wish that the same position that pre-
vails in his own domestic circle will
be allowed throughout the consti-
tuencies of Nallur and Kankesanturai.
That is what is important.

We are not here arguing a political
question. We are not trying to score
points off anybody. We must solve
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problems and I am telling you how
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party had
consistently argued that these prob-
lems should be solved. This is not
something new. I have stated the
same argument in different forms in
this House from time to time on
behalf of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party and we believe that these
problems can be solved. We are not
a federal party. We will never stand
for the bifurcation of the adminis-
tration. We do not agree to it and we
shall not do it.

Now the point has been made by
the hon. Second Member for—I
nearly  said Premadasapura—for
Colombo Central that Mrs. Bandara-
naike during the 1960-1964 period had
appointed the Mahatantila Com-
mittee. Well, Mr. Mahatantila is
there. He sat on the committee.
Various people sat on committees.
Mr. Justice Abeysundera when he
was Legal Draftsman sat on a com-
mittee ; Mr. Wijesekera of the Official
Language Department also sat on a
committee. They wrote furious
dissenting minutes and finally some
came to the conclusion that regional
councils is a must, and some that
regional councils is a major nationa]
disaster. What does it matter ?

The fact that Mrs. Bandaranaike
asked a committee to look into some-
thing surely does not mean that Mrs.
Bandaranaike is identified with every
stupid statement in that committee
report. And what is the point of
appointing these committees if you
not free to

are _ reject “your
own  committee report? There
15 neia Lemas in appointing com-

mittees if you are going to dele-
gate powers of a Prime Minister or a
Cabinet to a committee. It has never
happened yet. Well, certainly, it will
never happen. What does it mean ?
Did Mrs. Bandaranaike at any stage
say that she proposes to institute
regional councils ? No. In the throne
speeches, she said that she would en-
deavour to introduce legislation to
decgntralize administration through
regional councils and district councils
to replace kachcheries,
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She did say that, but in the face
of the Federal Party’s mounting pres-
sure ever since April 1961 it became
increasingly difficult to do anything
about it considering that the Sinha-
lese public opinion was dead set
against it. They would not have
tolerated it. Mrs. Bandaranaike with
all her 75 seats would have been
powerless to resist that opinion.

GnDTIEDEEE

You talk of Mrs. Bandaranaike as
not being a true democract. I know
of no circumstances in which Mrs.
Bandaranaike forced her will on the
people. Even when a Minister of
Finance who thought that he saw a

further five years ahead, proposed to
cut the rice ration Mrs. Bandara-
naike’s democracy prevailed. So, let
it be remembered that at no time did
Mrs. Bandaranaike propose to force
it down the throats of people in any
form. She certainly did not require
the Federal Party support to form a
Government. But she wanted to be
fair to them. She stated her language
policy. If the Federal Party had only
acceeded to her request to wait for one
year I am quite certain that with the
lapse of time the feelings between the
communities would have died down.
There is basically no hatred between
the Sinhalese people and the Tamil
people. I do not believe it. I do not
believe that our two communities are
dead set against each other and are
ready for civil war. It would not
happen even if the hon. Member for
Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
seek to fan the flames. Even then it
would not happen. Our people by
nature are a peace-loving lot, but if
they are provoked into a situation by
people tarring boards or by people
seeking to create communal feelings
in the north, then, I am sorry, our
ceople do react hard. That is the
danger of it and we think that in such
a confrontation it is always the mino-
rities that suffer. It is so unnecessary
it is heart-breaking, and a major
tragedy from the point of view of the
country. It must never be allowed to
Fappen.
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Now the Hon. Prime Minister
formed a Government in 1965. He
defeated the forces of totalitarianism.
I always thought that I was the only
totalitarian in the House, but, appa-
rently, there are others. The Hon.
Prime Minister seems to think that he
has vanquished them by having a
handkerchief, almost an amuda
lensuwa, across the face and walking
through the streets of Colombo in the
company of the Minister of State, the
former hon. Member for Welimada
Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratne and a few
others. Well, they formed a Govern-
ment in 1965. Did they enter into an
agreement or not ? We have the
answer of the Hon. Prime Minister
himself to that question and I do not
think that we can do better than
quoting his own words. I refer to
HANSARD of 21st May 19695, columns
1676 to 1677. This is what happened.
An inconvenient Member who always
asks inconvenient questions asked a
question of the Prime Minister. Mr. F.
R. Dias Bandaranaike asked the
Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence and External Affairs the
following questions :

“ (a) WIill he inform this House if after
22.3.65 he has signed any agreement with
or given any written undertaking to
Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam or the
Federal Party? (b) If so, will he dis-
close the terms of such agreement or
undertaking? (c¢) If not, why ?

It seemed to me to be a reasonable
question at that time. It may not
have suited everybody. This is the

Prime Minister’s answer :
“PHE HON. DUDLEY SENANAYAKE: (a)

Mr. Chelvanayakam and I, as leaders of
our respective parties, have had discus-
sions at various times on various
matters. ”

No doubt, they must have discussed
the weather also. Mr. Chairman, you
will appreciate what a prevaricating
answer this is. To the question
whether he has signed any agreement
with or given any written under-
taking to Mr. Chelvanayakam or the
Federal Party, the answer Iis,
“Mr. Chelvanayakam and I, as
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had discussions at various times on
various matters. ” What an answer !

“(b) No. (¢) I do not think it is
incumbent on me to disclose matters that
were discussed between two party
leaders.”

If the answer stood at that and if
the Hon. Dudley Senanayake meant
what he said, I would have under-
stood it to mean, ¢ I only talked. I
did not write or sign. I only talked,
but I am not going to tell you what
I talked about.’

Then come
questions.

the supplementary

“ MR. F. R. DIAS BANDARANAIKE : Will the
Hon. Prime Minister please inform this
House whether, apart from discussions,
any signed or written undertaking has
been drawn up ? This is in fact in answer
to (a).

THE HON. DUDLEY SENANAYAKE: The
matters discussed were put in writing. ”

This is the pact that we are talking
about. The hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Local Govern-
ment and to the Minister of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting tells us very
proudly, “ My Prime Minister never
entered into a secret pact with any-
body. You are the people who enter
into secret pacts. We do not do these
things secretly. Whatever pacts we
enter into we are prepared to
disclose. ”

What happened on 21st May, 1965,
to this pact which could be disclosed ?
Why did the Prime Minister not dis-
close it ? Why did he shelter behind
discussions at wvarious times and
places on diverse matters ? If the
Prime Minister was being honest with
this House, surely it would not have
been difficult for him to say, “I
entered into a written agreement. I
cannot tell you what that agreement
is because it is a secret agreement at
that time. I shall disclose it bit by bit
as we go along. You will see it as I
start implementing it little by little
and every time the House will have
an opportunity to discuss it’.”
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But can anybody seriously doubt
that on the 21st May, 1965 the pact
entered into between Mr. Dudley
Senanayake and Mr. Chelvanayakam
was in fact a secret pact ? What else
was it ? Why did he have to shelter
behind discussions and pretend that
it was only talk, when, in fact, it was
a written document ?

From time to time the local news-
papers like “Pravda” and “ The
People’s Daily —I am sorry— the
“Aththa” and the “Janadina”—have
been disclosing the terms of that
secret pact according to their infor-
mation. These papers have told us
what that pact contains. The Prime
Minister was then very quick to deny
them saying, “ No, that is not right.
I have no secret pact.”

But we know that the Language
Regulations were passed on the 8th
January 1966, at the point of a sword
with an Emergency on and when a
Buddhist priest lost his life. Such a
thing had not happened since the
days of Governor Torrington in, I
think, 1848. After a hundred years of
foreign rule and a few years of inde-
pendence we shot another Budhist
priest. The Government having dis-
tinguished itself by such an act after
having declared a state of Emergency,
having tied the mouths of the people
as effectively as it could and having
stifled opposition, the Hon. Dudley
Senanayake proceeded to enact a set
of Regulations which when imple-
mented will mark the first step to-
wards bifurcation in language when
Sinhala publie servants will be com-
pelled to learn Tamil. We said that
on 8th January in the course of the
Debate. Of course, our speeches had
very limited publication at that time
in the newspapers. A Competent
Authority had to censor them. But if
you look at Hansarp of 8.1.66 you
will find the full text of what the
Opposition had to say at that time.
We maintained stoutly then that it
will be a sorry day for the Sinhala
people when every public servant
will be compelled to learn Tamil in
order,to fulfil his functions and serve
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as a public servant, when a majority
community will have to learn a mino-
rity language as a condition of
service.

I am going to prove what I said
to be true. The hon. Parliamentary
Secretary has learnt his lines from
the Hon. Minister. Federalism now
seems to permeate the blood in his
veins so much so that even though
he is opposed to the Bill he gives the
impression of supporting it. In his
own Ministry I discovered this docu-
ment which I propose to table in this
House for your information. I give
its reference number so that every-
one can know that it is genuine :

My No. EFD/E/G.33

The Ministry of Local Government,
1st Floor, Hemas Building,
Colombo 1, December 22, 1967.

It is addressed to various public
servants: S. A. S./L.G.D.—meaning
probably “ Senior Assistant Secretary
Local Government Department ”.
D/W.S.D.and L. G.W.; D/T &C. P.;
S.A.S. (E.&F.) ; C. A

It says:

“ The Hon. Minister has directed that
all acknowledgment forms should be
roneoed in Sinhala and in Tamil on the
reverse and this form should be used in
the future. In the case of acknowledg-
ments sent to Tamil persons or organiza-
tions, both sides of the form should be
filled up and both sides signed. The
present forms in use should be immedia-
tely witdrawn.

The envelope enclosing the acknow-
ledgments should be addressed in Tamil
if it is being sent to a Tamil person or
organization.

Sgd. Antheny.”

Mr. C. A. Anthony was, I think, the
Office Assistant in the Ministry at
this time.

It is reasonable that Tamils should
get documents which they can read
in Tamil. Every officer is directed
that the acknowledgment must be
signed in Tamil. How is a Sinhalese
officer going to sign a Tamil acknow-
ledgment ? Please tell me that. If he
does not know Tamil how i§ e going

ewiEm 8535 @LHUC®H
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to understand what he is signing?
How is he going to understand what
he is signing if he is not going to read
what he is signing ? Can you expect
any public servant to sign a docu-
ment without knowing what he has
read in the document ?—[Interrup-
tion]. Suppose he has got to sign in
Swahili, does he not still have to read
the document to sign it ? That is the
point I am making. How on earth is
anybody going to take responsibility
in a Government department?
Suppose the head of your department,
say, the C.L.G., happens to be a
Sinhalese officer. How is he going to
sign an acknowledgment written for
him in Tamil if he cannot even read
it ? The practice hitherto has been,
and this is significant, that a reply
was always sent in English, unsigned.
[Interruption].

My point is this. You are going to
do exactly what I said on 8th January
1966. This is the thin end of the
wedge. What precisely is our com-
plaint ? This is the initial approach to
parity through the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act. It is the
first implementation clause of the
Hon. Prime Minister’s secret pact
with the Federal Party. That is the
point I make.

Now, let us proceed from there to
what takes place next. Then comes
the legislation to set up district
councils. The Cabinet sat on it for
days and days. We have our own
secret sources of information of what
takes place. We know the ones who
stoutly defended the cause of the
Sinhalese people. We are grateful to
those Ministers who had the courage
of their convictions to raise their
voices in support of the people.
Whatever differences I may have
with. those Ministers on other
political questions, I should like to
pay them a compliment, because they
were at least vociferous and said
what they had to say without
remaining silent.

I appreciate that the press, though
having the same source of informa-
tion was quite silent on the matter
i otheir determination to preserve
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capitalism, democracy and the
freedom of the press. That is all
right.

Be that as it may, some of the
Ministers had the courage to speak
up for what they believed in.

Finally, a compromise suggestion
emerged. They said, “ Let us present
a White Paper. Let us fly a kite. Let
us send a straw up to see which way
the wind blows. ”

ceemndn &. 8. 3. masnmsY
(' @d)
(Q_mrae_i .

Qi )
(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)
You ran away from the straw.

- ‘D . .
GTLD. @Y. [5IT & [BIT &G5T— /56D

AL, @d. Awd AFEMSNeD S,

(s erlr. Sy L wew LT rT Frii$s )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaikz)

I will tell you why we ran away
from that straw. I will tell you why
we shrank from that straw in a
moment.

A White Paper was presented. I
do not know whether it was a master
strategy of the Hon. Prime Minister
or of the great strategist, the Hon.
Tiruchelvam, or whether it was legal
advice from a potential Attorney-
General. But the Hon. Tiruchelvam
and the Hon. Prime Minister seem to
have thought that if they could
embroil the Opposition in warfare on
the White Paper proposals, get them
to analyse the Bill clause by clause,
it would end up in a picture being
presented to the country of the two
major Sinhalese parties in this House
. engaged in a battle on the district
councils issue in such a form that
sooner or later the basic interests of
the Sinhalese people would be
sabotaged.

Whatever differences we may have
with the U. N. P, let it be remem-
bered that one thing we will ensure,
however unwillingly, namely, that
the Federal Party will never have a
chance in future, though they may
have tried to do it in the past, of
bargaining with two alternative
Sinhalese parties. We have“shiit the
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door and made such bargaining
absolutely impossible for them. The
Federal Party is stuck with you
whether they like it or not. The
S. L. F. P. is not bidding at the
auction. The S. L. F. P. has no offers
to make. You can be as hard as you
like in your bargaining, but you need
have no fears that the Federal Party
will turn to the S. L. F. P. and
extract or extort better concessions
at the expense of the Sinhalese
people. It shall never happen, and
that is what we have ensured for
you. Whatever our differences may
be, as a Sinhalese party we have seen
to it that the basic interests of the
Sinhalese people cannot be sabotaged
by you, however much you may want
to, by shutting the door and making
it quite certain that there will be no
misunderstanding.

e 05y wlcan e,
(B, Qopdpper suGian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

That statement must be made by
your leader.

afed, 0. Rwed DLTMENeD S¢sa.
(Bl eris. syi. _wion LeT_Tr BTG )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We have made it. The hon. Leader
of the Opposition has said it more
than once. Here she is, seated beside
me, endorsing every single word I
say. There is no reason for her to
interrupt my speech.

o0& . @d. L6dZamn
(CQsorrer Cag. _ayi. D UWIGUIT T )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
She is silent.

AL, @&, Qwdd AW men Tear.
(Blcw. eris. DpT L_u6w LIGRT LT T [T W5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

What do you want her to do—.
interrupt my speech ? Surely not.
She is far too polite. The Hon,
Minister of State is a gentlemen ang
he knows that she never interrupts.

Now, what follows ? We have put
them in a situation which can be un-
assailable. The Federal Party cam
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threaten to go away. They are in two
minds as to what to do. Their leaders
are setting up their own Federal
Party Youth League, telling them to
put up a show of protest because
they cannot show their faces in
Jaffna. The Federal Party Youth
Leaguers say, “Let us secede and
demand Tamilnad ”. This is akrolute
nonsense. This is all set up internally
by their own people. Their own
leaders go and tell the youth
leaguers, “Please, now Kkick up a
row, otherwise we will not be able to
save face”. It is all very beautifully
done. It is good organization. But we
do not mind so long as the basic
interests of the Sinhalese people are
not going to ba hurt in the process.

- And they cannot be hurt because the
Federal Party can do nothing now.
They are in a fix. They have nowhere
to turn to, onwhere to go, and there is
nothing they can do.

Qb o @md. LD
(Qzarrey Cog. oyi- equioui o)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Why, the L. S. S. P.?

ofs. ed. Desed DIFeNnd NG e,
(B oris. gy Lwow LIGHTL_ITT BT U1 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You do not know how they hate
the L. S. S. P. They are even more
reactionary than you are. The Federal
Party represents the most reactionary
elements in this House.

ab oF. . LeDIAW
(Ozorres Cog- gy euiaii 6 )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
You do not know the L. S. S. P.

afed. 8. Vwed DT MSBNGD Do,
(B orii. Dy Luwien LIGRT LT T [T UL )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is true. The L. S. S. P. may be
willing to join with you. That is quite
possible. After all, if their Colleague,
the Minister of Industries, could have
joined you, it is not impossible. They
were both on one side together,
Maybe they will also come-across if

Rewi o @835 @eBAC®
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you like to have them. I do not know
whether we would object that much.
Would you like to take them ?

cBE OsY Skl O«

(8. Qapdpper guFman)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Would you like it ?

Sfd. @l. Rwe BT NINED S,

( Blcw- erLs. pi. Lwiew LIGRTL_ITT FTUIESSE )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I would have no objection so long
as they accept the U. N. P. policy.
Now that they have accepted the
S. L. F. P. policy, they can stay with
us. If they accept U. N. P. policies,
they can go to you also.

So, you will see, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, the Federal Party has now
been put into a peculiar situation by
the strategy of the S. L. F. P. The
situation has been ensured that there
is no more going to be bargaining
between the two sides. They will not
be able to damage the interests of the
Sinhalese people even if they want to.

Look at your White Paper. We
decided consciously and deliberately
that we were not going to fall into
that trap. We were not going to per-
petrate a confrontation between the
two major Sinhalese parties at the
axpense of the Sinhalese people even
if you were going to throw a few
brick-bats at us and tell us what Mr.
Bandaranaike said and what Mrs.
Bandaranaike asked Mr. Mahatantila
to do. We were not bothered about it.
You could score those debating points.
I think the Prime Minister made a
great point of it, guffawed loudly in
the House to benches empty except
for his cousin. I think, for want of
anyone else to vent his wrath on, he
vented his wrath on his cousin. Poor
devil, he got it from both sides.

So, you can see for yourselves that
the S. L. F. P, by its strategic with-
drawal, created a situation where, on
the district councils issue, instead of
the Sinhalese fighting the Sinhalese,
vou found the spectacle of Tamils

L}
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fighting the Tamils in this Hoiuse. You
found the hon. Member for Jaffna
(Mr. Ponnambalam) telling the Fede-
ral Party precisely what he thought
of the hon. Member for Vaddukoddai
(Mr. Amirthalingam), and the hon.
Member for Vaddukoddai telling the
hon. Member for Uduppiddi (Mr.
Sivasithamparam) what he thought
of him, and vice versa. In other words,
we created a situation not of Sinha-
lese fighting Sinhalese, but of Tamils
fighting Tamils in this House.

And now what has happened ? We
have at least got the situation where
the vast majority of the Sinhalese
people do not want district councils,
a large section of the Tamils do not
want district councils, almost all the
Muslims, except for the Minister of
Labour (the Hon. Mohamed), do not
want district councils. No one wants
them now, except the Hon. Prime
Minister and his faithful minions in
the press who for a long time were
trying to tell this country what a
marvellous White Paper it was ; how
different it was from Mr. Bandara-
naike’s district councils ; that there
was no danger in these district
councils ; that these district councils
are under the authority of the Cen-
tral Government which has the
power to dissolve them. They asked
why we are afraid of these limited
powers in a schedule. We remember
all the arguments. The gentlemen in
the press gallery who wrote all this
rubbish should be able to remember
what we are talking about.

At that stage they were singing the
praises of the Prime Minister saying
that his presentation of a White
Paper was a master strategy ; that it
was a challenge to the Opposition to
come and refer to the sections they
did not like; that the Opposition
remained silent; that “the Opposi-
tion went to hide in Hyde Park ”, to
use the language of the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary.

And I tell you straightway the
effect of our strategy : it has brought
one thing into the open : it has de-
monstrated the divisions among the
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Tamils and the fact that not a single
community in this country stands for
district councils or wants this offer of
the Prime Minister’s so-called
national unity.

I would like to read out what the
Prime Minister said at least once, I
think, in the Throne Speech Debate
in 1965 during his closing spech. I will
quote him word for word to be exact :

“I have now dealt with all the amend-
ments. I think I have spoken for nearly
the full time allotted to me, one hour and
45 minutes. I am glad that circumstances
have enabled me to form the National
Government, which might have been
denied me if I had obtained more seats.”
[OFFICI?L REPoORT, 23rd April 1965 ; vol. 60
e 1o

He is saying, in other words, “ Had
I become Prime Minister with 80
seats, I would have been for Sinhala
only ; but because I did not get
enough seats, I am a little bit of Tamil
also!” Look at the beauty of ii !'—

“I am glad that circumstances have
enabled me to form a National Govern-
ment which might have been denied me
if T had obtained more seats.”

Why ? Why could he not have
worked for national unity if he ob-
tained more seats ? If he believes in
what he says, if he believes that his
district councils are correct, if he
believes that the language regulations
are necessary, why is it necessary for
him to have too few seats in order to
have achieved these objectives ? Why
could he not, out of a sense of genero-
sity, out of a sense of correctness of
what he was doing, have introduced
the identical legislation, if he really
believed in what he was doing ?

But the Hon. Prime Minister, a
true debater, who usually says “Ha”
and passes on, on this ocecasion said,
“Ha, it is a jolly good thing I did not

get enough seats; otherwise we
never would have had national
unity. ”

He further said :

“I am glad I have been given
opportunity I believe for the ﬁr%tvﬁmeﬂ;ﬁ
this country of making a genuine and
sincere effort to solve the divisions
among us racially. To those who say
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that they are genuinely and sincerely
interested in the solution of those differ-
ences, I say that I hope I will have their
support. The hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota, the last Minister of Finance, will
agree with me that cur economy is in
such a state that rapid development is the
only cure. I believe—and you must
agree with me—that no development will
take place in this country without the
unity of the communities. I am glad you
in your endeavour to deprive the people
of their democratic rights forced us into
this combination, and I shall conclude
with the hope that I may be the instru-
ment of bringing the communities of
Ceylon together.”—[OrriciaL. REPORT,
23rd April 1965 ; Vol. 60, c. 1176.]

Well, Mr. Deputy Chairman, he has
brought all the communities of this
country together in common opposi-
tion to the district councils preposals.
He has succeeded in bringing the
Tamils, the Muslims and the Sinha-
lese totally and unitedly together in
opposition to this foolish and in-
famous proposal to inflict district
councils on this country.

The Hon. Prime Minister’s famous
argument is, “ Please tell us what is
wrong with district councils. What is
wrong with our White Paper 77" We
do not want to tell you that and get
embroiled in an argument at the ex-
pense of losing the individuality of
the Sinhala race and setting up Sin-
halese against Sinhalese. We preferr-
ed that the hon. Member for Jafina
(Mr. Ponnambalam) should first tell
you what is wrong with district
councils.

Now that that has been done, I will
tell you this : what is the use of talk-
ing of district councils being subordi-
nated to the authority of the Central
Government when the Central Gov-
ernment itself is infiltrated and domi-
nated by the Federal Party ? Where
is the safety, if district councils are
subordinated to a central government
which is itself subject to dictation at
the instance of the Federal Party?
They will not be free to act as they
want.

e o5y Uwl.» .

(S Qapedpper uiEian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Whv should it be so ?

Bewidm @535 VedACE®
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&fes. épsfﬁ. Desed DT NSNGD S,

(Ss. erii. %albn'r- L_wiew LIGHTL_TT BTil&E)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

For the simple reason that today,
when the Hon. Tiruchelvam decides
to dissolve a local authority and even
when the Privy Council tells him it
is wrong, you in your wisdom are not
strong enough to stop him. When the
Ahangama Town Council dceides that
it has no confidence in its U. N. P.
Chairman, the Hon. Tiruchelvam de-
cides to dissolve it the following day.
That is the reason. On every single
issue, when the Hon. Tiruchelvam
chooses to sneeze you all must get
pneumonia. That is the reason.

When you are in a situation in
which you are compelled to make a
virtue of national wunity merely
because you have been bullied by the
Federal Party into entering upon cer-
tain terms, you want us to say that
we have confidence in district councils
because the Central Government has
the final, overriding power. If
the Central Government is to be
dominated by the Federal Party, as
it is today, all I can say is that we
want no part of it. We can, further-
more, give you the assurance thaf,
although there may be some of us
who were 100 per cent for district
councils in the days gone by and who
believed that district councils in a
socialist framework would be diffe-
rent to district councils in a capitalist
framework, under Mrs. Bandara-
naike’s government, if it is formed in
future with any alliances whatsoever,
there shall be no district councils
forthcoming. That is very clear, and
I want it understood by all sections
of this House equally, forcibly and
clearly. This is not a bargaining point.
Public opinion in this country is
against district councils, and it will
remain to be against district councils,
and the hon. Member or Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) is also 100 per
cen tagainst district councils now.

oBCE OsY Loy Do
(S Capedpper subrian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Now ?
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AT, @l Adwe A MSem S,

(B, erdd, YT L UWIGV LIGNTL_TT 5T ILI&S )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, now. That is due to public
opinion. He is 100 per cent against
parity now ; he is 100 per cent against
religion being the opium of the
masses now ; he is 100 per cent for
Mrs. Bandaranaike now ; he is 100 per
cent against revolution now; he is
100 per cent against district councils
now. So, what are we worried about ?

cuC oY iy D,

(8@ Caped ppeir szui&mran)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

He is not 100 per cent for you now.

oS, @l Vwed dWNdsNwm O,
(8. eril, Qi Lwew USTLTTBrLGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I do not mind it. It does not matter
where I stand in this picture. I am
not important enough. I do say this
much ; there are no considerations
which stand higher than the need to
preserve the rights of the Sinhalese
people.

I have heard the Federal Party
talking times without number about
the lost rights of the Tamil people.
I wish somebody would enlighten me
as to what these lost rights are. I have
heard the hon. Member for Nallur
(Dr. Naganathan) making impas-
sioned speeches in the name of
freedom, in the name of
justice, and all that, but I have yet
to locate these lost rights. By lost
rights does the hon. Member for
Nallur mean the diminishing privi-
leges of a community that happened
to have greater favours under British
imperialism ? If so, all I can say is
that with the march of progress, with
education reaching areas in this
country which it had never reached
earlier, that phenomenon of diminish-
ing privileges is bound to occur. It
has nothing to do with any lost rights.
It is something that happens with the
march of time and with the march of
progress. Indeed, even among the
Sinhalese people the few families that
enjoyed privileges in the days gone
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by find that it is an era of diminish-
ing privileges. All that is in the fit-
ness of things. That is what we all
want. We like to see power, authority
and public position becoming availa-
ble to the majority of the people.
What is there wrong with it ? But
what are these lost rights of the
Tamils ? It cannot be the lost rights
of the depressed classes to go into
Hindu temples: they never seem to
have had them.

In the circumstances, what are we
grumbling about? What are the
rights which the Sinhalese people are
depriving the Tamils of, and which
they must protect ? And if they say
that they want to reserve 70 per cent.
of the positions in the public service,
well, the answer is that it must
happen— (Interruption.) As larger
numbers compete for the same jobs,
it is inevitable. And I do not think
the Sinhalase people are any less
capable in passing examinations than
the Tamils, given equal opportunities;
and if fewer numbers of Tamils get
in, there is no conscious discrimina-
tion there.

This is not a question of lost rights.
Why do we not work together on
some conscious and deliberate plan ?
On the other hand, if you think that
by virtue of your opposition to us or
your fear that the S. L. F. P. will
form a government, you will be con-
strained to make concessions to the
Federal Party, I can assure you it is
unnecessary.

Today, it is amazing how the press
has done a volte-face. First they said
that a few cranks who had not even
read the White Paper are passing
resolutions in urban councils and
town councils, and that they do not
know what they were doing. What
do they say now ? They say that the
whole country is united in their
common opposition to the proposal to
set up distriet councils. “ The Times
of Ceylon ”, I think, originally said :
“For God’s sake, if you are going
ahead with it, go ahead and do not
funk. Shoot the D. C’s in, Turn the
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guns on the people, the Buddhist
priests and R. G. Senanayake, and
Basnayake to boot. Nothing will
happen. Go ahead and do it.” The
other papers, the Lake House papers
particularly, said, “ No, do not be in
a hurry. Public opinion is against it.
The Prime Minister should now be
a true democrat.” So, now he is try-
ing to be a true democract, and the
way to be a true democract is to make
a statement in the Throne Speech
that his Government is going to
seriously consider all those matters
raised during the White Paper dis-
cussion in Parliament.

Since we did not participate in it,
that is not our problem. We have not
made any contribution for you to con-

sider, but we are making a very clear
statement for you. If you withdrew
it and do not proceed with it, do not
imagine, like the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary for ¢ Premadasapura ? that

we are waiting to bring you and the
Government down and, therefore, we
want you to go ahead, and that you
are scoring a big point over us by not
bringing forward the D. €. Bill.“As
far as we are concerned, the Gadala-
rene swine can move slowly down to
perdition. We can wait. It does not
matter. But certainly, as far as we
are concerned, if you do not introduce
district councils and bow your head
to public opinion in the same way
that the late Mr. Bandaranaike did in
1958, it will not be anything new. It
will only prove the true greatness of
your leader if he is capable of recog-
nizing public opinion when he sees
it and bowing his head without the
need for some of your Members to
hawk round petitions and get them
signed and tell the Prime Minister,
« Please do not force us to vote on
this question, because you will be
putting our loyalty to too great a
strain. ” I have seen the paper myself.
Several of them are hawking it about,
including the Hon. C. P. de Silva’s
boys who are quite used to it: they
have a lot of experience in this
business of taking petitions round.

Bewidns @835 eV
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So, my respectful submission to
this House is : we do not propose to
worry about it ; we are not asking you
for any favours; we are telling you,
“ Please think of the Sinhalese race,
its future ; think of the future gene-
rations to come.”. We may be here
for a short time. We are not going
to sit in Parliament for ever. May be,
some of us will not even survive the
next election. Who knows ? I think the
hon. Member for Nallur knows that
perhaps he will not survive the next
election. I do not mean “ survive” in
a physical sense ; I mean politically.
—[Interruption]. I wish him long
life. That is not the point. I am talk-
ing in terms of the voters of Nallur
and their reaction to their Member.

So, you can see for yourselves that
these are questions of a very
important order, and you cannot
get over them with flippaney by say-
ing. “Look, you made the proposal
yourselves. What do you say to what
the late Mr. Bandaranaike wanted
to do in 1958? What have
you to say in regard to the
Mahatantila report ? I have got the
documents. Do not come to talk.”
That is Mr. Premadasa speaking in the
kind of Sinhalese he is accustomed
to use. I believe his vocabulary has
toned down a little since July. 1960.
Prior to that he had a more pictur-
esque vocabulary. Well, I do not pro-
pose to dwell on it. I think he is
trying to improve himself ; therefore
we do not propose to worry about it.
His whole tone, as far as I am con-
cerned, has been, “I can quote chap-
ter and verse about what you said
then and what you say now or what
you do now and what you did then. %

My respectful submission then is
that this Government do not want
District Councils. It is quite clear that
they do not, because their previous
Throne Speeches categorically pro-
mised the introduction of legislation.
This Throne Speech is marked for its
retrogressions. This merely says that
they are going to think about the pro-
posals.
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But as far as I could see from the
Hon. Prime Minister’s reply during
the Debate on the White Paper, there
is nothing for him to think about, the
only contribution from the Oppo-
sition was that of Mr. R. G.
Senanayake, and the Hon. Prime
Minister said that it was not
worth  thinking about. Second
thoughts seem to have prevailed and
he is giving to Mr. R. G. Senanayake
a stature he never deserved by think-
ing about his contribution during the
White Paper discussion.

The Hon. Prime Minister said in
Parliament that it was not worth
thinking about, and now he says he
must think very carefully before he
introduces legislation.

0 &, @b, SeDIAD

(Qzorrey Gep. yi. eguieur Feor)

(The hon. J. R. Jayawardene)

It does not mean only what was
expressed in Parliament.

ofed. @d. Vel AdFNWdsnwem Sw.
(Blep. erly, Qi Lwew LSTL T BTiSS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He said, “ Discussions on the White
Paper”. Where was the White Paper
discussed except in Parliament ?

oG 63, . Lwudam
(Osorrar Ceg. syi. sguwour ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Why, in Hyde Park.

oS, ad. Daed ATMénwm dw.
('f“:) GTLI, YT L UWiow LISWL T BTG )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Do you have a record of it ?

oG & @ml. S
(Caorras Gog. 9yi- spweud ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Oh yes.

. @l. dued dFWdsNeHm S,
(‘@@‘. GTLI, DY L_UIGN LIGHTL T BTG )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
According to what Mr. Premadasa
said, it was a case of hiding in Hyde
Park. Indeed, if you are taking into
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account what was said in Hyde Park,
why are you denying to the Opposi-
tion the credit that at least we were
able to apply a brake to stop you
from proceeding wih your plan, to
stop your plan from igathering
momentum—which is precisely what
the Opposition set out to do? The
Opposition do not believe in engaging
in swash-buckling tactics here, as if
we were like pirate warships with
broadsides engaging in battle. Thera
are other ways of fighting.

And, after all, who is going to pro-
tect the interests of our people?
Surely, we must think of it from a
common angle. You believe in think-
ing of the rich Sinhalese people ; we
believe in thinking of the poor Sinha-
lese people. But, let us face it, they
are all Sinhalese people, whether rich
or poor, whatever the interests we
are looking after. The Federalists, of
course, think of the rich Tamil
people. So, in those circumstances, I
want to ask: why are you engaging
in stupid polemics here in Parlia-
ment ? They mean nothing and take
us nowhere.

Speeches like the one made by the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary prove
clearly that he himself does not know
what he wants. If his argument is
correct, he was arguing, strangely, in
favour of the White Paper, and yet
he says, “My Prime Minister is a
true democrat, and therefore he is
withdrawing it.”

Surely he has got his ideas mixed.
If the law, as envisaged by them, does
no harm to the Sinhalese people, one
does not understand why the Hon.
Prime Minister, being a true demo-
crat, is withdrawing a law which does
not harm the Sinhalese people. One
does not understand his motives. The
hon. Parliamentary Secretary was
not at all clear. :

In fact the only part of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary’s speech
that I really enjoyed was the part
about the goma pora and the hon.
Member for Akuressa. He had 2 lot
to say about food production. I would
only ask that he does not inflict on us
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the transcript of the horrible blurbs
that he broadcasts over the radio. It
is bad enough to hear it over and over
again, but it is terrible when you have
to hear it repeated twice in Parlia-
ment ; when you have to hear it read
out in this House by the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary. I therefore do
appeal to him hereafter not to inflict
the same thing twice upon an unsus-
pecting public.

Now, in regard to food production,
I should like to make just two re-
marks in answer to the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary. There seems to be
a big debate going on as to whether
there has been a rapid increase in
food production or not. The argument
seems to be flowing both ways, with
statistics which are challenged and
denied either way as to whether the
economy is making progress or not.

I should like first of all to ask the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture, if the
country is making rapid progress,
why he cannot say that this progress
is due to the implementation of the
old plan which I formulated in 1963.
I am glad that progress is being made
on the lines of the old programme
which he seems to be following.

oG 8. @b, SwIEAD
(Qsorrar Ggy. gy eguiei s )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Philip’s plan.

e, @d. Rwed W NSNGD S
(B, eril, oy 1 _wew LIGTLTTFTLIGE)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I carried out the plan from where
he left off —I certainly agree with
you. I am not claiming any original
authorship. There is no copyright. All
I say is that the Hon. Philip Guna-
wardena has never admitted that I
continued his plan. He has always
denied it systematically and stoutly.
He believes that only the left bank
of the river does any good.

Just another point. There is a very
simple way of testing whether there
has been an increase in food produc-
tion in this country or noi. There is
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only one way. Statistics do not mean
anything. You can cite statistics any
way you like. In fact the Government
recently, in order to boost its own
statistics, changed the accounting
year. Ours was from January to
December. Theirs is now from April
to March. So figures given from 1966
onwards are for a different account-
ing period. Those little tricks will not
count.

May I say this : I do not agree with
the hon. Member for Dambadeniya
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake) that a sub-
stantial amount of rice is being ex-
ported from Ceylon to India. Maybe
some, but not that much. I believe all
the rice that is produced in this coun-
try, and the rice and flour that is im-
ported into this country, are all eaten
by our own people.

Please check the figures. Check the
quantities of rice and flour imported
and the quantities you claim are be-
ing grown in Ceylon. Total them up,
in volumes and in value, and see whe-
ther there has been a difference over
the years. That is the only way of
checking up whether there has been
an increase in production.

After all, that the people eat rice
or flour does not give you proof of
a saving. It proves nothing at all
You will find—if the information I
had from sources close to the Food
Ministry is correct—that there has
been no appreciable saving whatso-
ever in food imports and the quantity
of rice produced in relation to food
imports.

I concede that in local areas there
are variations which are very good
indeed. I concede that in agricultural
areas where there are irrigation faci-
lities available, certainly by the appli-
cation of much more fertilizer, you
have increased production very sub-
stantially, particularly in the Giritale
complex, in the Amparai area and
Tissamaharama. But that is all. Once
you have said that the rest of it de-
pends as usual, upon weather con-
ditions. Where you have got good
weather conditions your crops suc-
ceed ; ‘Where you have bad weather
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conditions your crops fail. There has
been no substantial increase in pro-
duction, except by systematic appli-
cation of fertilizer, in those three
areas. Taking the entity as a whole,
it is not true.

Take for instance the electorate of
the Minister of Finance, the Hon.
U. B. Wanninayake. Not a single
grain of rice is being cultivated
for the whole of the Yala season in
the Yapahuwa electorate, notwith-
standing the Ridi-bendi.ela Scheme
and all the rest of it.

So let us not talk on simple figures.
If you examine the import figures of
rice and flour together, you find that
there has been no substantial diminu-
tion. I do not think it is an achieve-
ment to utilize our foreign exchange
to force people to eat flour instead of
rice. It makes no difference to me
what they eat. But if in fact the
quantities imported are the same,
that is a very simple way of test-
checking whether your claims in re-
gard to fond production are true or
false.

You will find that the 1964 yield of
paddy stood at 54 million bushels—16
million short of the 70 million target
that the Hon. Prime Minister talks
about in 1970. If I am right, you will
find that the 1967 figures, which are
the last that are still available, ac-
cording to the U. N. P., stood at 55
million ; according to me, adjusting
that accounting difference of the ac-
counting year, it is 53 million. But it
makes a little difference; I am pre-
pared to concede that extra million.
This is the Government that tells us
that there is going to be self-suffici-
ency or near self-sufficiency in 1970.

In other words, is it not true that
you have been doing nothing but
marking time ? If we had 54 million
bushels in 1964 and in 1968 you have
95 million on your own statistics, how
close are we to 70 million ? From
being 16 million bushels away we are
now 15 million away. Is that the gain
we are talking about with such great
pride ?
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Of course there is a reason for this.
In 1965 and 1966 the paddy produc-
tion fell far below the S. L. F. P.
years. The reason for that is that the
U. N. P. in its first flush of election
victory thought it would be a magni-
ficent thing to stop the S. L. F. P.
credit scheme initiated by me. Rs. 14
million out of Rs. 140 million lent out
to farmers was in default—a 10 per
cent default. I thought it was worth
it. I did not mind losing 10 per cent.

But the Hon. M. D. Banda thought
differently. He thought he must try
and change that. He stopped the
credit scheme. The result was that
production fell rapidly and start-
lingly. They attribute that to the
cyclone. Production fell even in areas
which were never touched by the
cyclone. So you cannot fix it on
cyclones either. Belatedly in 1966 he
re-introduced the credit scheme, and
that is the thing that has now brought
production back to the 55 million
level, where it now is on their own
statistics.

I wish the Government well on
food production. You have done very
well on some subsidiary crops. I be-
lieve the hon. Member for Damba-
deniya (Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
helped a little in Trincomalee in
growing onions—more strength to his
elbow especially where planting in
the Eastern Province is concerned ! I
hope he will build an onion barrier
to break the federal society’s arm.

S ow manem Qw. (cBeeBe)

[ r;fg_‘l:\-;;)-_ Y. a3, G -fF65T|fi§)mt5;jé5—‘£§LbLI@‘§5-Efﬁﬁ_r bi
(Mr. R. G. SenanayakeﬁDambadeniya)
Onion fort !

& &.

S agf e < s e ; = - e
I, @l A D NN s,
'/Qitl 6T LY, 52,50 L_UIGR LJGoOTL rrg"mrwa%as)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I hope he will be able to restore
Basnayake to his traditional home-
land in the Eastern Province amidst
all the onions where he can sit on
them all! This is Basnayake, the
U. N. P. Police Commission chief, of
whom the Prime Minister says, while
he still continues to sit on the Police
(Comnpussion, that the man was
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incapable of writing a decent
judgment for the Privy Council to
consider ! What sort of report is he
going to produce for you in the
Police Commission ? Even with the
help of the hon. Member for Damba-
deniya, can he write a better report ?

You see the problems you have
created for yourselves.

I was hoping that at least in this
Throne Speech I would be able to
say that some of the Ministers have
realized the error of their ways in
making very bad appointments to
corporations. I remember how some
Ministers stood in defence of their
favourite appointees, political
appointees, and told wus what
marvellous people they were. But see
how heads have been rolling in the
past. Lakshman Rajapaksa was the
first to go. Then there was R. T. de
Silva. What marvellous specimens
they have proved themselves to be!
I was hoping that we might this year
at least have something better to say,
but I find, looking through some of
the instances I have, that you have
not really improved corporations.
This Government will never learn,
will never improve.

The latest example I came across
— 1 will give it for what it is worth
to the Minister of Industries under
whom it falls—is the National Tex-
tile Corporation. A gentleman nam-
ed W. D. R. Ranasinghe was
appointed on 20.5.66 as cashier-
clerk. The recommendation was
Welagedera’s. I do not mind that
particularly, but I do object to their
appointing people who have been
sent to jail, on character certificates
of Members or Ministers. He went
for six months in M. C. Colombo
30910, having been convicted on
16.2.62, and one year’s rigorous im-
prisonment in M. C. Panadura 69127
on a charge of bigamy. This gentle-
man was released from jail on 8.4.63
after a remission of four months. He
is 32 years of age and his weight is
120 pounds—not that it is relevant.
I read it from the prison record.—
[Interruption]. The Hon. Minister
says it is relevant. But the best part

BewiEn @535 @eTAEH
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is the subsequent history of this
gentleman. He is promptly taken off
from the post of cashier-clerk and
appointed in charge of welfare
work, in charge of the ladies. The
bigamist is now put in charge of the
ladies !

ECneld D Nndrnem Ses.
(Bpns @pliwrCar e rrpridgs)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

I have my girls there.

A, @d el e wdsnem S
(Bop. erii. i L wew LTI TTBTILES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I would ask the hon. Member for
Attanagalla (Mrs. Sirimavo Banda-
ranaike), please be careful when
you get jobs for the ladies in future.

88&icd] D aNdsNeD .
(B @PwrGar L riprilss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)
My girls do not get jobs there.

efed, @l wid B Nndmnen S

(Bw. erll. Y. L_wiew LIGHLTTHTLIGES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I would ask the Minister of Indus-
tries even to be careful with the
girls from Avissawella.

You must not appoint bigamists
to things like that, even if Mr. Wela-
gedera gives character certificates.
And Mr. Welagedera’s character cer-
tificate, I am informed, covered the
period this man was in jail ! How that
happened I do not know. Whether
Mr. Welagedera was associating with
him at this time, whether there was
any connection either pre-bigamy or
post-bigamy, one does not know. But
this kind of thing does not really
help to add lustre to the reputation
of any Government.

& Y BDbewny

(Qaarres oymssSeur @RI )

(An hon. Member)

That'is the period of rehabilitation.
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I do not know. Whether it is a
period of remission, permission or
emission or anything else, one does
not know. But certainly this kind of
thing must stop.

We had the disclosure of the Chair-
man of the National Textile Corpo-
ration drawing his salary in advance.

HE&heDy T andsnw I,
(Bms &wrCamr Liahrirrpriiss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

In instalments.

. @l Dwed NN .
(‘.@@, GTLY, Y- L UGN LIGNTL T BTII&GES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

In advance. I mean drawing the
salary for three months hence. Even
if he is broke, that is not the way to
do it. The People’s Bank is there.
Decency must be observed. People
must go to the public and govern-
ment institutions and borrow money.

I remember, when the Hon. Presi-
dent of the Senate was the hon.
Member for Wattegama, the then hon.
Member for XKolonna (Mr. Cyril
Mathew) reading out a long list of
people who had borrowed money
from the People’s Bank, and how he
stumbled when he saw the name of
Mr. A. Ratnayake. I also remember
the then hon. Member for Wattegama
(Mr. A. Ratnayake) saying: “ So,
what is wrong ? Is it not a better
thing that I borrow money from a
bank rather than borrow money from
a chettiar 2

If you are a chairman of a corpora-
tion you must not fleece that corpo-
ration of which you are the chair-
man. That is the point I am making.
He has no right to expect that he is
going to be the chairman right
throughout. The Minister might re-
move him from the corporation be-
fore he has paid off the debts. After
all, one knows that a chairman of the
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Textile Corporation had not survived
very long. Their mortality rate has
been extraordinarily high.—[Inter-
ruption]. I thought he was a relation
of the present M. P. for Ratnapura.
I am not jnterested in the connec-
tions of the M. P. for Ratnapura.

I am interested in the connections
of Mr. W. D. R. Ranasinghe, and I
want to know why people who have
been sent to jail are being appointed
to these places. Is it ignorance or is
it with knowledge ? He is a man from
Polgahawela. I happen to know him
because at one time he happened to
be, strangely enough, the postmaster
working in the Dompe Post Office.
That is how I know something about
him. T would also like to table for
your information a statement from
the “ Ceylon Daily News ”. At least
you believe what is in the ¢ Ceylon
Daily News ” even if I do not. I will
read out an extract of it to you now :

“Extract from the Ceylon Daily News

(City Edition, Wednesday.
February 28, 1962)

BIGAMIST JAILED
(From our Panadura Cor.)

‘Bigamy is an offence against the State
—therefore deterrent punishment must be
imposed, said the Panadura Magistrate,
Mr. T. S. Sally, in convicting a former
assistant postmaster, W. D. Robert Rana-
singhe of Dompe, on a charge of bigamy
and sentencing him to one year’s rigor-
rous imprisonment.’

The above is an extract from the City
Edition of the Ceylon Daily News
Wednesday,_ February 28, 1962 and I
hereby certify that it is accurate and has
been correctly reproduced.

Editor,
Ceylon Daily News”

I think it is signed by Mr. Ernest
Corea. [Interruption]. I may be

wrong. I would table it for your in-
formation.

WD BDewlLs ©BemEHHS
(®Wssollsr o y&@Qrrser; @l Ho )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

How much longer will the hon.
Member take ?
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(&lm. eTli. By L wiew LIGRTLTTBTL&S)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

How much longer will the House
sit ?

DEDBLN BeTEs WMSBDHS
(@Gpsaailer eu YsETTFar jauisar)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Till 8.30 p.m.

ofd. @8, Awd AT WSNwD Do,

(;g:@ GTLI, w;}bu"- L_wiew LIGRTL_ITT BTG )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I will not take anything more than
another ten to fifteen minutes. I will
finish before 8.30 p.m. I will not con-
tinue tomorrow.

I have a few more points
to make, though nothing very impor-
tant. These are little matters in which
the Ministers should take a little in-
terest.—[Interruption]. Mr. Welage-
dera’s recommendation is all right. I
have actually not been able to trace
this recommendation. I do not there-
fore propose to make any statement
about it because in fairness to the
persons concerned it would not be
fair for me to say that they have
issued character certificates on mere
information.

I know of this gentleman Mr. W. D.
R. Ranasinghe. I have some kncw-
ledge of what sort of a person he is
and, therefore, I would definitely and
first of all say that bigamists must not
be tolerated. Secondly, they must not
be put into welfare canteens and on
welfare work involving ladies. We do
not want them to fall in line with
Somerset Maugham’s story of the
“ Round Dozen” in which the man
says that he could not complete his
bigamy until he had acquired twelve
wives !

Now, in consequence of the
food production argument, I was
about to say what I thought of the
Government’s other efforts in food
production. The fact remains that the
prizes offered in respect of various
commodities are a good incentive. It
definitely encourages farmers to
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grow food ; it, at least, creates a lot

of interest in them, and I am not sur-
prised if a farmer gets a prize.

Of course, the farmer is interested
if he gets the wherewithal with
which to cultivate. As the Hon. Min-
ister of Industries once intended, it is
a modification in the Guaranteed
Price Scheme that he had in mind. At
that time the Minister was frustrated
by the Hon. Minister of Land and
some other of his Colleagues like the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya, of the
Maha Jana Peramuna. It is true. I am
not disputing that all of them ganged
up against him at one time or another.
But this is the point I make. These
incentives are good, but please do not
run away with the idea that incen-
tives alone will work. Of course, they
do. If they do get the fertilizer and
they have the opportunity, no farmer
likes to produce the minimum. He
likes to produce the maximum.

But having said that, I remember
a conversation I had once with the
Hon. Prime Minister. He had just
come back from a tour of the Kegalle
District and he was very proud about
the tour, and he told me about it.
Speaking to me personally he said,
“ Felix, you know I have just come
from a tour of the Kegalle District—
Mawanella and a few other places.
I actually walked through the paddy
fields with my camera. You people
laugh at me. But you know I found
that 75 per cent of the paddy fields in
Kegalle are now transplanted, which
shows a remarkable progress.” 1
smiled and told the Prime Minister,
“I am very happy about that. But
you know, I did a tour myself. T did
not take a camera and I did not walk
through as many paddy fields as you
did. I spoke to a few cultivators. But
when I was there in 1963 as Minister
of Agriculture I found that on that
occasion also about 75 per cent of the
paddy fields had been cultivated by
transplanting. I made inquiries and I
then learnt that the transplanting had
started in the days of Mr. Philip
Gunawardena, in the Kegalle
District. ”
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o 8. 8. @l 9®mIEA®
(Qaorsey . (F. oy @ewrali sar)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Even earlier.

ofd. ¢d. Rwd MM S,
(&lm. eris, QYT LG LIGHTL T 5T&S )
(Mr. F, R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Exactly, even earlier, as the Hon.
Minister informs me. So what the
Prime Minister is discovering is not
something that is consequent on his
food drive. He was discovering an
existing state of facts which had
already existed in the Kegalle Dis-
trict, for which I elaim no credit, and
for which even the Hon. Minister of
Industries and Fisheries (Hon. D. P.
R. Gunewardena) claims no credit.

It is something that the Kegalle
District had already produced. That is
the maximum it is capable of produ-
cing. It is one of the best cultivated
districts. The Hon. Minister of Indus-
tries and Fisheries knows it. It is not
capable of aswedumizing any greater
extents of land. If further land could
be aswedumized, certainly the culti-
vators would produce more. But even
if you offer them a guaranteed price
of Rs. 50 a bushel they just cannot
produce any more. So the Prime Min-
ister wandering round with a camera
is not going to help. But in the areas
where the Prime Minister does go
with a camera, I think it is true the
farmers are very happy to have the
opportunity to speak to the Prime
Minister. There are many who say :

“gesy 9By @S0 s 8w
CiReen ooy, e BBO ecwns
ClReen o WO sn;  @sd
BCHES &1CWEd sy 5@®ny 2 ;

G0 g GoNBYRD By DY
CL1dem. &f S8y G5NEIR,
(o) ges EOE BN, 2S5y
R exve? R wemen Jodsy
ged g <¢hHIO B0 oI,
o Boleny gud B mE onYe
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That is about all the satisfaction they
will ever have, because the water
continues to remain unavailable, the
fertilizer is still not available at the
due time, and the Prime Minister,
blissfully unaware of all this, con-
tinues with his bold statement that
there will be 70 million bushels pro-
duced in 1970. You are still as far
away from 70 million as we ever
were.

Of course, by banning the import
of onions you have achieved two re-
sults. You have stimulated the grow-
ing of onions. You have also made
onions unavailable to the general con-
sumer. That is true. You think it is a
good thing. You think that the people
must put up with a little hardship,
that they must queue up at the Jatika
Pola and buy onions. You think that
that is satisfactory, but, politically, I
do not know about that. Is it not
possible to maintain a finer balance
without starving the people of the
things they are used to, the essential
commodities ? Koththamalli is not
grown here, not in substantial quan-
tities. Is it necessary to curtail these
things ? Periodically you find that
you cannot get koththamalli; you
cannot get onions; you cannot get
chillies. These things happen. Local
production is definitely going up in
these commodities. I do not deny that.

But it is amazing that things that
have been totally banned and not
supposed to come into this country
at all are readily available at a price.
Mr. Deputy Chairman, if you want an
Akai tape recorder or a Westinghouse
refrigerator or deep-freeze you only
have to go through the advertisement
columns of the “ Daily News. ” Brand
new ones with the boxes in which
they have come still unopened are
available. How do these items come
in ? Who brings them ? How is it that
these things come into the country
when we do not have the foreign ex-
change to buy koththamalli for the
children who are suffering from influ-
enza ? The Government turns a blind
eye to these things. This is the Gov-
ernment of the rich. It is not con-
cerned with these things. Luxury
items are available. The customs is


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

839
FNGAMEDB6E DD ;

[2fT. @8, Bue e wdrmwm O]
blissfully unaware that these things
are coming into the country and are
being sold. I accept the fact these
little luxuries should be allowed up
to a point and within reason but,
please, not at the expense of essentials
which are being denied to people.

This Govenment, I noticed, has
made many significant omissions in
this Throne Speech ; there are certain
things that they have not talked
about. One item is the cost of living.
I think it is a strange omission on the
part of a Government that actually
brought a Vote of No Confidence
against our Government in 1964 on
the ground ‘that the Throne Speech
did not promise to bring down the
cost of living. I think that was a
ground on which the S.L.F.P.—L.S.
S.P. Coalition Government was de-
feated in 1964 by one vote. The S.L.
F.P. Government in a short Throne
Speech, which promised national sal-
vation, forgot to mention anything
about the cost of living.

May I ask you, Gentlemen, please

consider carefully where in the
Throne Speech has your Prime

Minister included a statement about
the cost of living ? Where has he
stated that he is going to bring down
the cost of living ? That was the state-
ment which induced the Hon. C. P.
de Silva to go back on all that he
ever stood for in politics frem 1952
onwards and vote against our party.

I should like to ask the Hon. C. P.
de Silva: Were you a party to this
Throne Speech ? Did you read the
Throne Speech carefully ? Did you
read it carefully for the seutence to
which you objected as being omitted
in our Throne Speech? What
happened to it ?
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Has this Government given up the
unequal struggle against the cost of
living ? Has this Government decided,
if it cannot bring down the cost of
living, at least to put it up a little
bit themselves, for instance as they
have done by increasing the price of
onions to 28 cents from 24 cents?
What justification do you have to in-
crease the price of onions ?

As for the price of dried fish, the
Hon. Minister of State answered a
question asked by the hon. Member
for Baddegama and said, “ The peo-
ple who ask about isso are pisso”. I
should say ‘that the only people who
are pisso are those who puf up the
price of dried fish in the present eco-
nomic situation. This is the best you
can do.

It is all well and good for Mr. Pre-
madasa, the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary, to tell the people to wait
for the millennium in 1970, but we
got to survive. And I am not talking
about the comfortable rich of whom
your party has got many, our party
has got a few, the L.S.S.P. has got
a few and the C. P. has got 2 few. I
am referring to everybody.

e OsY Loy e,

(5. Gapvpper S )

(Mr. Sheltcn Jayasinghe)

You do not seem to be so badly off
yourself !

afs. @d. Ve AT MSNWED O,
(B Gris. Qi Lwev LIGHTL T BT ILISE )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not. I am far more prosperous
under the U. N. P. than I have ever
been under the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment. Your Finance Minister has
been much kinder to me than I was
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to myself. That is not the issue I am
making. I do not want kindness. I
am not talking about myself. I am
quite capable of looking after myself
personally under any situation. Buf
I do want a general level of develop-
ment all round.

The next point I want to make is
about ande cultivators. From 1955
onwards, with monotonous regula-
rity, this Gevernment has promised
to give ande cultivators full owner-
ship of their rights. Up to 1964 they
have been three-quarter owners of
the produce of the land they till.

Full credit must be given to the
hon. Member for Avissawella as
Minister of Agriculture in Mr. S. W.
R. D. Bandaranaike’s Government for
introducing the Paddy Lands Act.
No doubt, there were faults. From
time to time attempts have been
made to deal with some of those
faults. The last esecasion the S. L. F.
P. tried to help was in 1964 when
I introduced a set of Amendments
and was quite amenable to accepting
every single amendment put forward
by the Opposition.

oG [B. 8. @d. DI
(Oserras o, 1F. oyi. @Hewreu sen)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Except for one.

AL, @l. Vel DTN NwWD .
(r?(_f) Grid, Cﬂff‘- LG LIGRTL_ITT [BIT U5 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

No, I think I accepted all. I certain-
ly accepted the proposal put forward
by the Hon. Dudley Senanayake
which was to the effect that the Mi-
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nister should be empowered, without
resort to legislation, to formulate

schemes to give ande cultivators full
ownership. So that today, under that
section no law has to be introduced in
this House to give ande cultivators full
ownership ; all that the Minister has
to do, under Section 48 I think, spea-
king from memory, is to introduce
schemes. In 1966, I asked the Hon.
M. D. Banda a Question. I asked him
if he was aware that such provision
exists by which the Minister can
give ande cultivators full ownership.
I said, “If you were awarc of that
section, why are you waiting for
legislation ? Why do you not imple-
ment those schemes yourseli ? The
Answer I got was, “The matter is
receiving consideration.” It has
received consideration for three
years, Mr. Deputy Chairman, and
now I see that the Government has
abandoned the proposal altogether ;
ande cultivators are not going to get
full ownership any more. Irstead, it
is said that the Paddy Lands Act has
been comprehensively studied and a
comprehensive set of amendments is
going to be introduced—in the pon-
derous language which is unfortu-
nately put into the mouth of that
long-suffering gentleman, the
Governor-General. Why have the
ande cultivators whom the Prime
Minister praises as being the mains-
tay of ice country, the goiyas who
are going to save our nation—-the
Govi Rajas—only been given
cardboard  crcwns and  silver
cups and their pliotographs displayed
on an almanac ? Cannot you do better
than ‘that? Do not the cultivators
deserve better at your nands ? Why
are you denying them the very
things you proposed ?
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We appreciate that you are a capi-
talist government serving the
interests of capitalism. I do not know
whether, excepting for Mr. S. D.
Bandaranaike, there is anyone else
in this House who professes red re-
volution as a solution to our prob-
lems—I[Interruption]. That is what
you think, but that is not what I
think. But, Mr. Deputy Chairman, it
is the basic fundamental questions
that are important here. If you talk
of praising cultivators, helping them
and giving them various vprivileges,
advanced positions in society, do not
think you are going to fool anybody
when you deny to them the one thing
they have always regarded as being
a prerequisite. The Hon. Minister of
Industries was wise enough to realize
in ‘the first Bandaranaike Govern-
ment of 1956 that the great incentive
for production is the knowledge that
you are producing for yourself and
not for others. If that was not the
motive which inspired Mr. Dudley
Senanayake, as the Leader of the
Opposition, to propose that idea in
the amendment to the Throne Speech
of 1964, it only remains a vote-catch-
ing device, an idea to be put into
Throne Speches and to be abandoned
thereafter. That is our complaint.
If you are serious and sincere, that
is not the way to treat the people of
this country.

As regard the rest of the Throne
Speech, I do not propose to deal with
matters in detail. I do not propose
to talk about petro-chemical factories
which have disappeared or the new

caustic soda factory which has
appeared : they matter little. I do not
think one can speculate or talk about
policy questions. Of course, produc-
tion is a good thing, even industrial
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production. I do not decry your

efforts to produce. I only decry the
political manoeuvrings within the In-
dustries Ministry. I do not think the
Industries Ministry should merely be
a sou:ce of employment for defeated
U.N.P. candidates. I think it is far
better that a concerted effort should
be made to produce what we need in
this country and to get on with the
job. I do not complain that the Hon.
Minister of Industries is doing a rot-
ten job—as he delights in saying with
reference to his predecessor. In my
opinion he is making a sincere and
honest attempt, ,ast as his predessor
did. Mr. Maithripala Senanayake, in
my view, made the first attempt ; and
the Hon. Minister of Industries is
carrying on further. I do not think
either of them achieved perfection.
I do not think they themselves claim
that. Of course, a lot remains to be
done and it would be foolish for any
hon. Member of this House to think
that perfection has been attained
anywhere. Indeed, if a few more
Ministers realize that perfeciion still
lies far ahead, it would help the Gov-
ernment a great deal.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
(Mr. Premadasa) talked about
realizing their own faults. I wish he
would tell us what his faults were.
I have yet to see the slightest ele-
ment of self-criticism on the part of
my hon. Friend. He never seems to

see the mote in his eye or the beam
in the Hon. Tiruchelvam’s eye. As
far as I can see, both of them are, to
him, near perfection. I wish he could
tell the House how many more vil-
lage committee chairmen there are
—members of the U.N.P. in this ins-
tance—against whom charges of
fraud and misconduct have been
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proved, who have not been removed.
What remains of the case of Mr. S. F.
de Silva, Chairman, Town Council,
Minuwangoda ? What about the
Jaffna Municipal Council in respect
of which, in 1966, Mr. Premadasa pro-
mised to hold fresh elections ? What
is he going to do with the Ahangama
Town Council, which was dissolved
the day after the Vote of No Confi-
dence was passed ?

These are the hon. Members who
piously come before this House and
say, “ We realize our 'own faults. We
realize our own faults. We stand for
democracy. Because we stand for
democracy we are going to destroy
and remove from the statute book the
District Councils Bill which is perfect
in every sense and ought to be pass-
ed.” That is the sum and substance
of the Hon. Parliamentary Secretary’s
contribution to the Throne Speech
Debate. And he said it with a lot
of noise if not substance.

Sir, if T have taken a long time to
indicate clearly where we stand on
all these matters I crave you indul-
gence and thank you very much for
giving me a very patient hearing.

¢. on. 8.48

ceemnle MOBNDBY
(Qré_i praprssr)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I was trying
to take down notes of something
worthwhile that the last speaker said,
but it was such a garrulous speech
and concerned itself with some biga-
mist or other that I gave it up. I
shall, however, in the course of my
speech probably refer to one or two
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things that were mentioned by him
that are worth referring to.

We are, Sir, in a very quixotic
kind of discussion. When the White
Paper on the district councils was
taken up for discussion my Friends
ran away. Of course, according to
the hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F.
R. Dias Bandaranaike) it was their
strategy to run away and they had
achieved certain very important ob-
jectives by running away He is en-
titled to say that. But today when
the Throne Speech is being discussed
by the House and so many matters
have to be examined, when the Oppo-
sition itself has brought forward so
many Amendments, the one matter
they want to discuss is the White
Paper, and, of course, they avoided
any mention of the draft District
Councils Bill.

Every speaker from the Opposition
who has spoken up to now has re-
ferred to the proposal to establish dis-
trict councils, but they have not
atacked or really sought to enlighten
this House or the country about the
danger of such a step. Without
coming to grips with the matter they
have side-stepped the issue and
drawn a red herring across the path,
and the red herring is the Federal
Party. I shall come to that presently.

One thing we must accept, the
Government must accept, is that the
Opposition has stolen a march. While
the Prime Minister and his advisers
were drafting the District Councils
Bill and examining it carefully, the
Opposition had a field day. They had
no opposition. They went round the
country fabricating most fantastic
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concoctions about what the district
councils are going to be. They em-
barked on a campaign of extensive
propaganda founded on utter distor-
tions of facts and complete lies. Ido
not think any country has been faced
with such a history of distortions and
the most umitigated falsehools.

Perhaps, for a time they have dis-
turbed the minds of a few of the
trusting and innocent people, but one
cannot fool all the people all the time.

When I was speaking to some of the
hon. Members of the Opposition on
the stupidity of their propaganda
and the utter falsity of it, a leader
of one of the parties told me : “Naga-
nathan, you are an idealist. You talk
of justice, honour and fair play. You
do not know politics. Politics is
nothing but a game of political
expediency and opportunism. Our
people are asses.” That is what he
said, “ Our villagers are asses.” Then
I asked him, “What about your
workers ?” He said, “They are no
better ; they are donkeys. They
cannot understand an argument, they
cannot follow logic. What they can
understand is sentiment. You go and
tell them. ‘Your children are in
danger ; your language is going to be
destroyed ; the Sinhalese are going
to be crushed ; your religion is going
to be undermined ’ ; and they will rise
up in anger and wrath. And in that
context we can destroy Dudley,
federalism and democracy.”

I told him, “ My dear man, I have
a much higher regard for the intelli-
gence of the Sinhalese people, both
villagers and workers. ” I believe that
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after 25 years of compulsory free edu-

cation they are not such fools as the

Opposition think they are. They are

full of innocence and trust. Take for

instance the ex-Chief Justice. When
he goes around and tells something,
they believe he must be telling the
truth. They have no reason to dis-
believe him. But he cannot go on
telling such tales for ever.

e, @l e AE Wlhen S

(B. eTl). Qyi- w6 LISWL T FTilés)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He is the U. N. P. Police Com-
mission Chief.

ceRemNnBe BNOINDBY
(OLréLi praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I am not interested in the Police
Commission yet. We will read his
report when it comes out.

I say the Sinhalese people are
trusting and innocent. For instance
they believe what the ex-Chief
Justice will say, but not for long. I
recall what Goebbels said: “ A great
lie is a tremendous asset and a
match-winner in propaganda.” A
great lie is not necessarily a big lie.
A great lie is a great lie because it
is a clever lie. It is a lie that fits in
with the facts. Now, can you call any
one of the lies that the Opposition
has said about district councils, in the
propaganda that they are spreading
throughout the country, a great lie ?
They are stupid lies. They are
clumsy lies. They do not fit into the
details. I remember a Tamil saying
Gla ir 67 (%) QLD Quir /5 & &
That means,
“Even if you have to tell a lie, tell
a fitting lie.”

“ Qumiienil &

QFTevey GavenrBp.
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They are going about the country
telling the people that the D. C. Bill
is going to destroy Buddhism. How
can this poor and innocent D. C. bill
destroy Buddhism which has lasted
through these past 2,500 years and
more ? Buddihsm has faced so much

opposition and yet today it is
flourishing as ever before. Can
Buddhism be destroyed by this

miserable District Councils Bill ? You
cannot fool all the people all the time.
There is not a word about any
religion in the D. C. Bill.

Goebbels said that those who tell
clumsy lies and stupid lies will be
destroyed by their own lies and I say
that the Opposition will be destroy-
ed by their own lies. I will tell you
why. Why did the Leader of the
Opposition say, “We do not want
any kind of District Council” ?
Having herself made that statement,
this is what Senator Jayasuriya, the
Leader of the Qpposition in the other
place, said. Senator Jayasuriya was
one of the leaders of the S. L. F. P.
He said “No doubt the setting up of
D.C.’s was part of the policy of the
S. L. F. P.” He said that in the
Senate, and this appears in the un-
corrected Senate HANSARD of 14th
July, 1968, at column 487 :

“When I was Minister of ILocal
Government—that is, from 1982 %ill the
district councils is a part of the policy

a committee and had a Distriet Councils
Bill drafted.”

Again, at column
Jayasuriya says :

“No doubt, the idea of setting up
district councils is a part of the policy
of the S. L. F. P. Government ;”

The idea of district councils was
part of the policy of the S. L. F. P.
Government. Now it does not matter
what your policy was, but the point
is, why are you against district coun-
cils now ? Why does your president
say now that she will not have any
kind of district councils whatever ?

491, Senafor

ofd, @l. wed ATMEPNGm O,
(Slan eris. oy (_wow LIGRT LTI 5T W& & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Why is Mr. Dudley Senanayake
against it ?
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coPemnlw BHABNDBY
(CL_r&i_g BrspTser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

He gave you the reason why he was
against the old D. C. Bill.

ofd. @b, Qud M Sw.
(Bl eris. opi. 1L_wiow LIGH LTI BITusS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Why is he against the present D. C.

Bill ? Why has he not put it in the
Throne Speech ?

©eDemDsw IHABNDSY

(QL.r&L_j BT & BT &6t )

(Dr. Naganathan)

He has put it in the Throne
Speech. Your own amendment criti-
cizes him for not having omitted it
in the Throne Speech. You are now
saying that he is against it.

. @8, Dwed AN mwm S,
(Bop- eril. opi- L wew LIGHTL_TTBILIdGS)
(Mr. F, R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We say Mr. Dudley Senanayake is
not going to present a district coun-
cils Bill. That is our understanding
of the Throne Speech, and we are
requesting him not to. We want him
to make a categorical statement that
he is not going to.

ceTcmndw HasNDsY

(CrLadL_j praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

You have given such an important
place in your amendments to the
D. C. Bill that you have mentioned
it in twe places. In one place yeu find
fault with the Hon. Prime Minister
for not having omitted any reference
to it in the Throne Speech. In another

place you tell him not to have the
district councils.

ofS. @d. dwd ATTNSsNem e,
(8l oris sy wew LIGHT L_IT T [5IT L1 &5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Do you think he will introduce
that"“Bill ?
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GooRmménehes @Sd:
eeRemNsw BHAINDSY
(QU_T&L_ BT BT BT )
(Dr. Naganathan)

In one place ycu are disappointed
that he makes reference tc the pro-
posal to set up district councils only
at the tail-end of the Throne Speech.
In the other, you say that he must
not introduce the Bill.

District councils really are not for
the Tamils alone, they are fcr the
whole of Ceylon. They are for the
purpose of furthering the cause of
democracy—the rule of the pecple, by
the people, for the people. Are you
against the D. C. Bill because you are
against democracy ? Mrs. Bandara-
naike, having a feudal outlcok does
not like her feudal serfs to be demo-
cratic and independent. The leftists
do not like the Sinhalese people to
be democratic and self-respecting.
They want a people who are prepared
to be ruled under the old kachcheri
system, the imperialist system, in
which they are not rulers in their
own right.

If district couneils come into being,
the main thing is not the fact that
they have come into being but their
effect on the people. The people will
feel that they have a share in their
own government ; they will feel that
they have a responsibility in their
own country, as well as for their own
well-being. The people will have the
feeling that they have a share in
the rule of the people, by the people,
for the people. Democracy will then
really come into force, the people will
become independent, and they will
not be easily amenable to a totali-
tarian government which the Left-
ists want or a servile feudal govern-
ment which the S. L. F. P. wants. So,
your opposition to this propesal is
really an’ attempt to keep the people
down as a subject race to be ruled by
the bureaucracy.

I can understand certain bureau-
crats, or ex-bureaucrats like the
hon. Member for Devinuwara,
supporting the kachcheri system ; I
can understand certain Ministers per-
haps not wanting to part with some

Bewl En @575 @eHACw 852

d

HGB cwldrnd BEe SDew

of their powers to the people. Tcday,
the country is being ruled, wkether
you like it or not, by Cabinet Minis-
ters and bureaucrats. The people
have no voice ; they are just a sub-
ject people and they continue to be
a subject people. The Opposition do
not want the people to be rulers in
their own right. That is why they
are against district councils.

VDET B O g w. 830 PowsY DVuD
gof B JTigw =¢ @DA®» CE

Aoy sy BO Shew 1968 €
s ol ed.

21 9» gSa

- 9Burgy 1. u. 8.30 wexflun@ell Cos sanuuie
BLEIG.EMEECT Qe B mssuule, dlaungh e85
eneudELIGN M m .

lansmo 1968 g2y 21, @Grilnmédipen Wher
-2}, TLOLILON (GLD.

It being 8.30 p.M., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Sunday, 2Ist
July 1968.

PaF@ULILY
ADJOURNMENT

DeD®eDE mdm win Bowds wMBBYD
g8 o me ¢cxd0m R dFHIcw PDC
DA® G

sy @& Acs SO gmmCER
g o 8.30 © ¢ Sm wenw wSIBw
g2, 1968 € 21 9» 98 ©. wn.
10 2» oo @¢ §ow w.
gt Oerer @Gpaseiea ou  dBonsei
ey NeésnnGalu Fou@u g8 sSTiser.

S, sl 2s@rg ([@eviempu
Brwonen s gs Bamms, 1968 @2 21,
@muln m&@peio ap.u. 10 weslaems
84 BaneusaLiGUD DSl

Thereupon  Mr. DepuTy CHAIRMAN
oF CommrrTTEEs adjourned the House
without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until
10 a.v., on Sunday, 21st July,
1968, pursuant to the Resolu-
tion of the House this Day.
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