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The House met at 9.30 aA.mM., MR. DEPUTY
SpeakErR [Mgr. S. C. SHirLey CoOREA] in
the Chair.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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BENTOTAGEWATTE HOUSING SCHEME
MATARA

1. 8. 8. PYed . (SH»S)
(8@ 9- a1 GIL_Tos—IbT S S P)
(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)
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G ger 2

Qsrbsss

LT 58 BHSFDNEDUE GODS S, @555
Qar@ss GCaariguw sragms yHsih0

urrr? (2) @adbuefley erer ?

asked the Minister of Labour, Em-
ployment and Housing : (a) Will he
state, separately, the sum of money
expended by the Government on the
houses and the land belonging to the
Bentotagewatta Housing Scheme in
Matara ? (b) What is the floor area
of a house in square feet ? (c¢) Why
has the supply of electricity to these
houses in terms of the conditions of
the agreement been delayed so far ?
(d) Since many tenants find it diffi-
cult to pay the monthly rental
(Rs. 42) will he agree to reduce the
monthly rental and extend the period
of time over which the rental shall
be-paidit. (e) If not, why ?
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(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—Parliamentar

Employment, and Housing)
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y Secretary to the Minister of Labour,
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11,810 13
5,471 94
2,14,478 52
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(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)
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AsY B@ & was’z &€ 988
sy 9EmD »HO a8 venwsS S
B0 BE® T B&.

BowTds DS15NEDS
(e FuUTFTLST OyuT&S6r)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 2.

WOl LS S (gRms®
23023 23D WO SEAC W ECecsIn
eCm®)

(B arwefl gu@flu—awd, sorsrr
flouars oyeingFifler LITTm@bwer pé srilw
EZE))

(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliament-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Education and Cultural Affairs)

One week’s time is required to
answer this Question.

s’ e @y TN QiSumwy H320 Bowio
@ém L.

dl@eas wHLm@m LHarsHEGE S Ess

SLL Grusl UL g.

Question ordered to stand down.

BT s DSNBNGED
(2o FuUrpTLST IjeuiT &eir)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 3.

ScaggSe e,
(8 su@iu)
(Mr. Jayasuriya)

I want one month’s time to answer
this Question.

gl D @ I»DE gESuw RNESO Bewo
DéE® GE.

de@mas WHOmEm Do s mEEE
S Gmul i’ L gi.

FLOrUE s &

Question ordered to stand>odowm.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT GENERAL FUND :
ALLOCATIONS TO RATNAPURA DISTRICT

h e@rsd em@ B8 @8 ¢ 8
(gocDf—8. 8. Bbwys) ¢b Bwn—
R8sy & ¢—6250)

(sor G Gareeler opr- 19 Peveur—
gysoagms—Em. 1F. 19 Aopuia 55—
Quiye—aFmirmrs )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Sﬂva—A_galawatta—~
on behalf of Mr. P. B. Wijesundara—
Kiriella)

doedw BOwuy aodBennsy g &«
»w: (¢) DEaTE & Bwsd
209 cewmw SO0, BEPCE CO
8w @mesTanwd @B HEVO
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Sy med ST mwd vunm  weHsy
D829c0 e wém ¢ weyden
Qe s@ens emne@em ¢? (1) 1964;
(i) 1965 ; (iii) 1966.
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el m 5 B arar Qur gliLer sl o eaueral
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ofl (5 5 ST e Quir st & S5» & ipsGaT
WD QUKL B 66V @& Seryfl ron L g
DiQsar e@mssti’ L. pupsOSTME oIl
aorey : (1) 1964 (ii) 1965 (iii) 19662

asked the Minister of Home Affairs :
(a) Will he state the amount so far
expended from the Rural Develop-
ment General Fund for the construc-
tion of two wards for the Kiriella
maternity home and the construction
of a rural hospital for Kiriella ? (b)
Will he state the total amounts allo-
cated from the Rural Development
General Fund for the Ratnapura Dis-
trict for the following years: (i)
1964,:-(1i) 1965, (iii) 1966 ?
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(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—Minister of Home Affairs)

(a) For the construction of two wards for the Maternity Home at
Kiriella a sum of Rs. 8,500 has been so far expended under Head 76—
Vote 5, S. H. 9 (ii). No funds have been allocated to the Rural Hospital at

Kiriella
Roads are as follows :

Other Utility Works

(i) 1964-65 Head 118-5-9-Rs.65,400 ..
(ii) 1965-66 Head 76-5-9 (ii) Rs. 50,000, .
(iii) 1966-67 Head 76-5-9 (ii) Rs. 62,750. .

SN WyS céived BT @Cs
©eDeBIdwn

Qo s Byl 10w s sanoer seiep. #& Gig
S@FenFunenr

JUNIOR SURGEON, RATNAPURA HOSPITAL

5. @b emmE 8y @8 ¢ [ETD
(BSeszssyed ®asa. CRIH>RISY

(soorflg Qareelcr opi. 9. Avar—gm.
aHequisr 5 g FITLITE)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—on behalf of
Mr. Wijesundara)
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(b) Funds allocated under other Utility Works and Rural

Rural Roads Total
Rs. 33.836 Rs. 69,236
76-5-9(1) Rs. 34,983 Rs. 84,983
76-5-9(I) Re. 27,625 Rs. 90,275
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asked the Minister of Health: (a) Is
he aware that the junior surgeon of
the Ratnapura hospital holds the post
of president of a federation of rural
development societies situated 19
miles away from the Ratnapura hos-
pital, the post of president of a rural
development society, membership of
a conciliation board and also an
executive post in a co-operative
society ? (b) Is he aware that each
one of these four posts entails full-
time'work on certain days ? (¢) Is he
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aware that it is often during visiting
hours that this surgeon examines
patients ? (e) Will he state the per-
manent residence of this surgeon ?
(f) Has he obtained a report from the
Superintendent of the Ratnapura
hospital regarding these matters ?

aod 8. 8. 9. LB (oA
@ OB)

(Qearras ertb. 0. GT&. SQUIGIT SET—3r &I
STT ®IEFFIT)

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—
Minis'er of Health)

(a) Yes, except membership of a
conciliation board. (b) No. (¢) Does
not arise. (d) No. He has to examine
patients at all times that his services
are needed, and this includes visiting
hours. (e) Kiriella. While on duty he
stays at 28/1, Nambapana Road,
Ratnapura. (f) Yes.
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CIRCUIT DISPENSARIES FOR IMBULPITIYA,
DANGAMPOLA, ETC.
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(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—on behalf of
Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera—Dehiowita)
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asked the Minister of Health: (a) In
view of the fact that it is necessary
to establish ecircuit dispensaries at
Imbulpitiya, Dangampola, Digala,
Dikellekanda and Magala in the
Dehiowita Electorate in order to
remove the existing difficulties of the
people in these areas in obtaining
medical treatment, will he instruct
the officers of the department to set
up circuit dispensaries ? (b) If so,
when ? (¢) If not, why ?

oé 20. 8. 9D, Ludlln

(Qserreu Grik. Lo. 6T R UIGUIT F 6T )

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

(a) The best possible arrangements
regarding medical facilities are made
available to these villages from the
neighbouring Government hospitals,
central dispensaries, branch dispen-
saries and visiting stations. Provision
of further facilities will however be
considered when the establishment of
new dispensaries is again taken up.
At present the finances do not permit
the setting up of new central dispen-
saries, branch dispensaries and visit-
ing stations. (b) Does not arise. (c)
Does not arise.

ORCE S0, Qm"m@es@ @ Bed DGO
S5Y HR SimdDsy

@uby@ g,  SesasLbLlsT o@w QL REEnsE S

Lo &GS ST B

MIDWIVES FOR IMBULPITIYA, DANGAMPOLA
ETC.
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(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—on behalf of
Mr. Weerasekera)
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(=) 9/arC pev, arer ?

asked the Minister of Health: (a) In
view of the fact that villages such as
Dangampola, Talawa, Hingurana,
Magala and Imbulpitiya do not get
the services of midwives and as the
services of midwives of neighbouring
Dehiowita, Pothdenkanda and Goda-
gampola are not properly rendered
in the above-mentioned villages al-
though they have agreed to serve in
those villages as well, when will he
take action to make separate appoint-
ments of midwives to those areas ?
(b) If not, why ?

& 20, 8. 99, S8 x
(Qsarres 6rib. 1o. 61&. QUG e )

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

(a¢) The villages of Dangampola,
Talawa, Hingurana, Magala, Imbul-
pitiya were presently worked by mid-
wives but do not receive full time
domiciliary service on account of the
distance from the central station of
the midwives. When more midwives
are selected for appointment, smaller
population will be assigned to mid-
wives and these villages will be ade-
quately catered for. This depends on
thfe availability of funds.
arise.
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RECONSTITUTION OF DANGAMPOLA VILLAGE

8. 2w oI @8, ¢ BED
(Bbeed 8 B €2529)

(soor g5 Qsroeier i 1. &' eur— ) .
i rCrssr ariurs)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—on behalf of—
Mr. Weerasekera)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a) Since the village of Dangampola
belongs to the Atulugam Korale as
well as to the Panaval Korale, and
since this village has, therefore, been
broken up into two vasams, viz., the
Algoda Gramasevaka Division and
the Hinguralakanda Gramasevaka
Division, and since this situation
causes great hardship to the people
of the area, will he take action to
bring this village under one vasama
and, maintain it as the Algoda
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Vasama ? (b) If so, when ? (c) What
action will he take? (d) If not,
why ?

ad 20, 8. 8. LweiA®»

(QsorTa: GTth. Lo GTE- spILIGUIT SaT )

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena)

(a) This is under consideration.
(b) In due course. (¢) I am direct-
ing the Government Agent to seek
the views of the district co-ordi-
nating committee on this matter. (d)
Does not arise.
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D ©encDBE wCH AC® GeS
[soBe goare’m) 29]

[Bowidn DRINEDN gemsndad ]

GLpailey  pTmULILILL Sl [Gaied, 29 gal]
[o.u SUTBTLSET 2QITECHT &2auem L0 sTE@E)iaar.]
[Progress,

Considered in Committee.

29th August.]
[Mgr. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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70 b g%vﬁ:q.—asir;ﬁm'_fa I/
IYIDEFFIT
urE@ELUGTD @ 1.—vesfwrerfler 25e58@
Gausarapid BPUIGEEHLD, 5 4,41,566
Heap 70.—MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 441,566

ge8ewy WE® €% socedRmu—[ goos &' D
29] :

“ e ®Omn . 1085 g8 DE @R V—
[Swemed @w.]

S@rfssuLL Swssn—[29 gaevL]

“ quns@LiuensSa esur 10 GODESILGBLOTS .
—[805. pusbsmy.]

Amendment moved.—[29th August] :

« That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10.”
—[Mr. Jayakody.]
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(B po 19 yvalov—1156ss0)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)

In concluding my Budget speach I
made reference to the arrack industry
but for want of time I was not able to
express what I had in mind on that
occasion. Affer the speech I made
during the Debate on the Budget I
find that coconut arrack has been re-
leased, a thing that never happened
before. FEarlier coconut arrack had
been releascd on the 1st and 2nd of
the month, but after my speech it was
released, and the newspapers, I find,
had complimented the Excise Depart-
ment.

2BeBB
(Lys@rraari)
(The Chairman)

They should have complimented the
hon. Member.

RS ¢ ¢ e,

(Aw. po 14 syevelien)
(Mir. Neal de Alwis)

They should have complimented the
Hon. Minister.

During the last few months I have
brought to the personal notice of the
Hon. Minister certain corruption that
has been going on in the Excise
Department, namely the dilution of
arrack, short measures, and the haw-
king of coconut arrack on the days on
which it is issued. I am happy the
Hon. Minister has taken timely action.
Short measures have been detected,
licences have been cancelled and cer-
tain steps have been taken to remedy
these abuses.

&. oy, 10

The department has shown abso-
lutely no interest to improve [the
arrack in this Island, to see that the
consumers are given good arrack, to
see that these premises where toddy is
being sold are kept in a clean and
sanitary condition.

Bewidm @sI%5) VedDEH
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I wish to bring to the notice of this
House that we are all interested in the
arrack industry. This brings in a tre-
mendous revenue to the Government,
a revenue which in the past was
derived solely from the tapping and
collection of toddy. We find from the
Administration Report of the Excise
Commissioner for 1964-65 issued in
January 1967, that this industry,
waich in the past was solely depen-
dent on toddy, has now become rather
complicated. I read from the figures
ot the Excise Commissioner in regard
to the revenue darived from the
arrack industry. In 1962-63 it was
xs. 120 million, in 1963-64 it. was
Rs. 134 million and in 1964-65 it was
Rs. 145 million.

As 1 said before, this industry
brought in a tremendous revenue.
Probably the only foreign exchange
involved at that time, years ago was
the machinery required for the distil-
lers. But today what is happening ?
Things have been kept a secret. Today
we are nof depending solely on our
toddy in this Island. In order to pro-
duce this arrack we have to import
molasses. It involves a tremendous
amount of foreign exchange which is
not divulged in any of these reports.
It is interesting to know how much
this Government is spending on
molasses by way of foreign exchange.
I would ask the Hon. Minister, if it is
‘possible, to give the figures in his
reply. Otherwise, I intend some time
later to get this information by way
of Question and Answer.

We have two sugar factories, one at
Kantalai and the other at Gal Oya.
We thought. we would be able to get
all the molasses that this counitry re-
quired for the purpose of manufac-
turing not only arrack but brandy,
gin and various other liquors that the
River Valleys Development Board
promised this Government or this
country. But, what has happened ?
Today we do not have sufficient
molasses and we have to import
molasses, arrack essence, spirit, and
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coconut flavour into this country. It
is strange ihat while we have in this
country coconut fields all along the
sea coast we have to import molasses.
I am told that recently the Govern-
men{ imported some inferior South
African spirit which goes into the
preparation of arrack.

My hon. Friend, the Minister of
Home Affairs, was a very active
Member in the committee that weni
into the future of the arrack industry
or the toddy industry in this country.
Towards the end of 1964 that com-
mittee, 1 Dbelieve, concluded ifs
sittings, but they were not able to
publish the report because the last
Government fell in 1964. There is
valuable material that has been
gathered by that committee. The Hon
Minister was a very active Member
of that committee and I think he
made a number of proposals himself.
I think the Hor. Minister should go
into this questions again. I feel that
special committee should go into
this question and decide what the
future policy is going to be and how
we can improve this industry.

Today, the people are not having
the opportunity of drinking pure
coconut arrack ; doctors have reported
that kasippu and other illicit
brews have been added to arrack.
The department has been guilty of
negligence. In fact, the newspapers
had reported that one Alfred Zoysa
involved in the Kalattawa case had
in his possession a large number of
corks used on arrack bottles. How
did these corks get out of the Kalutara
warehouse ? Who was responsible for
this ? Was not there a systematic
dilution of the arrack sold through
this renter Alfred Zoysa and his con-
sortium ? I say “consortium” be-

cause even in the bidding for
these taverns last year all these
renters got together and kept
the bidding down resulting in

a loss of revenue to the Govern-
ment. Not only did they do 'that but
they were also diluting the arrack
that was sold through their taverns.
Who is responsible for this ? Stern
action should be taken against the
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Excise Department for their indiffer-
ence and tfor closing thewr eyes to all
these corrupt practices that have
taken place. These are matiers that
a specital commitiee should go into
and we must take stern action to
remedy these matters.

Now I should like to deal with the
question of tappers. The Hon. Min-
ister has through his Rural Develop-
meni Societies started training schools
for tappers. We are interested to
know what the position is. The depart-
ment should through its Administra-
tion Report inform the country what
progress it has made in the matier.
Why are they silent ? How many tap-
pers have you been able to train?
Would it be possible for us to send
back the ftrained Indian tappers ? Will
you be able to come to that position ?
Why do you not inform the country
about these matters? How much can
a tapper bring in by way of reve-
nue ? How much can a tapper
save by way of foreign ex-
change in relation to the production
of arrack ? These are two very im-
portant matters. I have discussed it
with some people—I do not know
whether the figures are authentic—
and they say that a good tapper will
be able to bring in by way of revenue
about Rs. 8,000 a year according to the
present state of things where you
have to depend on important molasses,
but if you can produce all the toddy
necessary to manufacture arrack a
good tapper will be ahle to save as
much as Rs. 3,000, per annum, by way
of foreign exchange. These are facts
and figures we should like to know,
and that is what the deparfment
should furnish us. The Administra-
tion Report should give wus this
valuable information.

Now this question too would arise.
Are you going to repatriate these
Indian tappers ? Well, if it is the
policy of the Government to
repaltriate Indian  tappers, cer-
tainly we are not going to
stand in the way. but T should
like to remind the Hon. Minister and
also this Government to see -that
when yvou repatriate these people
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you repatriate not only the miser-
able, poor Malayalee tappers but
also the Indian blood-suckers in this
country who are sucking the life
blood of the people—the exporters,
the traders, the Jafferjees. What is
the priority that you are going to
give this matter ? Are you going to
send these miserable Indian tappers
away first ? Each of these tappers
brings a revenue of about Rs. 8,000 a
year and we save foreign exchange to
the extent of about Rs. 3,000. By all
means, if you can train Ceylonese
tappers expedite it. It is very
important, and it becomes more and
more important when you go into
these figures. It is amazing that you
are losing so much foreign exchange
because you are not able to collect
the toddy that is required for the
production of arrack.

Sir, these figures are interesting.
In 1962-63 the number of trees
licensed was 164,000, and the quan-
tity of arrack manufactured was
868,000 gallons. I am reading from
the Administration Report of the
Excise Commission. In 1964-65 the
number of trees licensed was 179,000
as against 164,000 in 1962-63, but the
production of arrack in 1964-65 was
842,000 gallons which is less than the
production in 1962-63 which was
868,000 gallons. The number of
trees licensed was less in 1962-63 but
the production of arrack was higher
than in 1964-65.

You must train your tappers.
Decide on a policy. Are you or are
you not going to keep these expert
tappers in this country till you train
local tappers ?

In regard to arrack essence
obtained from Rawlins it would, be
interesting to know whether the

_essence of arrack was obtained with
or without tender board authority.
Has there been a racket ? My infor-
mation is that tender board authority
had not been obtained. If tender
‘board authority had not been
obtained I should like to point out
to the Hon. Minister that the import-
ation of molasses to obtfain, the spirits
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is a racket that is going on. If
people, without obtaining tender

board authority, import molasses to
this country, I say they are not inter-
ested in producing the toddy that is
required for the manufacture of
arrack.

Then again, when we buy a bottle

of arrack we do not have to pay for
the bottle.

BB

(&8 rraeari)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member has taken too
long.

BE ¢ ¢’ e,

(8@ f& 1 syeveilen)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

I am only dealing with the arrack
industry, and I shall take a few more
minutes.

385y
(&G rraar)
(The Chairman)

I know you are dealing with what
is dearest to your heart !

B ¢ g3 .

(8@ o 1 syevalon)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

It is dearest to so many people’s
hearts |—[Interruption]. Permit me
just a few minutes more.

- There is another racket carried on
by the Nadars. It is necessary to
expose these rackets. When you buy
a bottle of arrack, why should it be
necessary to give an empty bottle ?
There is a factory producing all the
bottles that are required. I would
ask the Hon. Minister to go into that
racket too—the Nadars’ bottle racket!

NG BHDGH CHBNGD
(Qaorres aorfs sspruds)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)
I will answer that.

ad Y Bolewy

(Qsorres ymsssSeur cyHaI)
(An hon. Member)

The. Nadars pay good money.
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B ¢ ¢fSd .

(Bw pov g gyvallen)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

But there is something more that
is happening. Otherwise, one can-
not imagine this to happen.

This is an important matter. The
arrack industry is bringing in
tremendous revenue to the Govern-
ment. We have coconut trees every-
where. All that is required is to
collect the toddy. And it is very
amazing that for want of people to
collect the toddy that is required,
you are importing millions of rupees
worth of molasses to produce the
spirits in this industry and even for
Rawlings and Gal Oya products.
What is the use of producing brandy
and other spirits if we are not able
to get the molasses necessary from
these two sugar factories ?

I may say that the Ministry of
Home Affairs is not wholly respon-
sible for this state of affairs. Half
the responsibility must be borne by
the Minister of Land. These things
must be rectified. All these matters
must be thoroughly gone into.
Corruption in the department must
be investigated by a commission or
special committee and reported on,
and the Government must accept the
report and implement it.

8. Y »HE . (DRIE)
(Bim. of . [FQUT & GT Lb—Den [T ST 6 D DI D)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam—Kayts)

Mr. Chairman, we are now dealing
with the Ministry of a Minister for
whom I do not think even the
Opposition has anything but praise.

8. 3. 9 ém B (CmNegsy
%529)

®/)
(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)
Question !

&3, ox. 10.45
S. BHEY HO Dcan.
(B o pargBanid)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Well, after listening to the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) and the hon. Membper for

Qoma T Gear—0EsrGaerer
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Baddegama (Mr. Neal de Alwis), I
think it is the consensus of opinion
that we have nothing much fo
criticize so far as this Ministry is
concerned.

BE ¢ ¢S e,

(B fo 14 oatien)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
What about arrack ?

8. »aW »O D

(8- &7 BT & Blerin )

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

If I understood the hon. Member
for Baddegama right, he himself was
full of praise for the Hon. Minister.
He said that when he brought cer-
tain deficiencies to his notice, they
were attended to promptly.—
[Interruption]. I do not think, as
I said earlier, that either side of the
House has much criticism to make
of his Ministry.

But there is one thing I should like
to draw the attention of the Hon.
Minister to, and that is with regard
to the gramasevaka service. I think
we all know that the old headman
system was abolished because of
corruption, inefficiency, and so on.
We are all agreed that the grama-
sevakas are doing an excellent job
of work.

Y. B. &Y heDd Ow, (FBIRNYS)

(8w Cs. 9. 15@WEE—YeUTT FL|TLD)
(Mr. K. B. Ratnayake—Anuradhapura)

Hear! Hear!

8. »TEY »HE .

(S5 - poirsSartn)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

By and large, the service has been
a success. It was one of the good
things you did. We do not deny that.
But let us continue this good work.
The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
yesterday pointed out that we must
try and improve their efficiency and
see that no room is left for eorruption
to creep into that service.
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I understand that some represen-
tations had been made by the All-
Ceylon Gramasevakas Union to the
Hon. Minister over a demand for an
increased rent allowance. Today
they are being paid at the rate of 6
per cent for bachelor and 12 per cent
for married gramasevakas. This is
hardly sufficient. On his basie salary
of Rs. 80 a bachelor gramasevaka will
get Rs. 4.80 per month as rent allow-
ance, while a married gramasevaka
will get Rs. 9.60 per month. Can we
expect a gramasevaka to find a house
even in a rural area, let alone a town,
for anything less than Rs. 40 or Rs. 50
per month ? We know that this is
a transferable service now. The
gramasevakas have to live in the
division to which they are posted.
According to the former village head-
men system the headman resided in
his own home, but today owing to
the transferability of the service of
the gramasevakas, people from dis-
tant areas are posted to divisions
which are far away from their home
towns. So this requires them to
find houses. Today, even in a rural
area, they cannot rent a house for
their purposes for anything less than
Rs. 40 or Rs. 50. So I think their
demand for an increase in the rent
allowance is extremely reasonable.
I believe the Hon. Minister himself
accepted that that is a reasonable
request. If you go into the figures,
I think, you will find that you require
something like Rs. 12 lakhs per
annum to meet their demand. If the
Hon. Minister takes up this matter
very firmly with the Hon. Minister
of Finance, I do not think there will
be much difficulty in granting this
redress to a service on which depends
the efficient administration at the
village level. That is one matter
which I want to urge the Hon. Min-
ister to take into consideration to
see that something is done to satisfy
the gramasevakas, so that they may
do their work efficiently.

There is one other matter of paro-
chial interest as far as my electorate
is concerned. Complaints have been
made to me that the D.R.O’s office,

Bewidm 8535 edaEw
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as it is at present sited, is a bit out
of reach of people who have got to
go to that office to transact business.
As you may be aware, my electorate
consists of seven islands which are
all patna lands. The people
have got to reach the XKayts
town by boat; they have to take
bus to reach the Jaffna town or
other places. The D. R. O’s office
as it is at present sited is a bit out
of reach. So the people have got to
either walk a long distance or hire
cars. I would urge the Hon. Minis-
ter to see that this D. R. O’s office
is shifted to a more accessible place
somewhere in the Kayts town ; or it
may be good for the Ministry to
acquire a piece of land by the side
of the present post office and put
up a permanent building there
because in the long run it will be
a saving. I think the present
D. R. O’s office is housed in rented
premises. It is high time that we
thought of putting up a permanent
huilding to house the Kayts D. R. O.'s
office. The D  R. O’s Division covers
all the Islands there. If the Hon.
Minister puts up a permanent build-
ing it would be possible for him to
let out a portion to other Govern-
ment departments in Kayts and
recover rent. I would earnestly
request the Hon. Minister to pay
serious attention to this request.

I should now like to refer to the
Jaffna secretariat. After the Regu-
lations under the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Act were
passed, more and more work is
required to be done in Tamil also in
the secretariat. But it is a shame
that we still do not have a single -
Tamil stenographer in the secre-
tariat to cover the D. A. C. meet-
ings, D. E. C. meetings and wvarious
other conferences that take place.
Sometimes most of the members
participate in the discussions in the
Tamil language. It is now the
settled policy—I suppose it is law—
that the administration must be
carried out in Tamil also in the
Jaffna secretariat. We have really
to look into this matter. There is
quite a lack of equipment in the
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matter of typewriters and various
other facilities to carry on the
administration in Tamil. The imme-
diate step that has to be taken is to
appoint a Tamil stenographer to the
Jatfna Kachcheri. There are several
Tamil stenographers attached to the
General Treasury and it may not be
a difficult thing to transfer one of
these officers to the Jaffna Secre-
tariat. To start with we can have
one. The Jaffna Secretariat can
manage with one stenographer at
least to start with.

I would urge that by and by more
work be carried out in Tamil in the
Jaffna Kachcheri than at present.
We do not deny that a genuine
attempt is being made to comply
with the requirements of the Tamil
Language (Special Provisions) Act.
But our complaint is that the pace
is not sufficient; the speed is not
enought. We can do more work if
the Government seriously thinks of
implementing the Tamil Language
(Special Provisions) Regulations.
I know it can be done.

&8, 8. S DOCE . (WCHID)
(8w gy Q. 1 &area—aortareas )
(Mr. R. B. Ratnamalala—Kalawewa)
@8 nSBDNOB, Gt G IO
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00, BORmCBE® dw. (cRLEDD)
(&Sl erib. fou@ sioLrib—e By )
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam—Uduppiddi)

Mr. Chairman, all hon. Members
of this House welcomed very
enthusiastically the proposal of the
Hon. Minister of Home Affairs last
year to set up 1,000 weaving centres.
The trainees themselves in the
various electorates were equally
enthusiastic in undergoing the train-
ing that was provided for six
months.

When we move on to the second
stage of this plan of the Hon. Minis-
ter, I am afraid the entire scheme is
going to come to a grinding halt as
a result of the non-availability of
yarn and marketing facilities for the
textiles that are being produced by
the various weaving centres.

When the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) raised
this question the Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs said that the difficulty
of obtaining yarn was largely due to
the Middle-East crisis and the clos-
ing of the Suez Canal. While that is
undoubtedly true, I wish to draw the
attention of the Hon. Minister to the
fact that this question arose even
before the Middle-East crisis started.
Ever since the National Textiles
Corporation took over the monopoly
of importing yarn to this country
this difficulty has arisen.

I do not know whether there is
any difference of opinion between
the Hon. Minister of Industries and
the Hon. Minister of Home Affairs as
to the utility or usefulness of these
handloom centres. If that is so, I
think it is time these Hon. Ministers
put their heads together and arrived
at a decision. But I think it must be
admitted that the National Textiles
Corporation in their big textile mills
can never hope to give that amount
of employment that the handloom
centres can give. Therefore, it is
necessary that these two Hon.
Ministers should get together and
arrive at a working agreement by
which the import of yarn to this
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country will not be restricted and
the handloom centres starved of
yarn that they so very badly need.

The second question I wish to
raise is about the distribution or the
sale of textiles produced by these
handloom centres. In my own
electorate I am trying to get together
the various multi-purpose co-opera-
tive society unions and the various
multi-purpose co-operative societies
and offer the textiles that are
being produced by these handloom
centres. I think if this experiment
is carried out and the D. R. Os are
instructed to get together the various
unions and societies and instruct
them to buy the textiles produced
by these weaving centres there will
be some relief to the various hand-
loom weaving centres that have been
started.

The other question I wish to refer
to is about the tapping of sweet
toddy in Jaffna. Every year it
becomes necessary for us, Members
from the North, to intercede with
the Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
to publish the necessary regulations
in regard to the tapping of sweet
toddy. I do not know why the
Excise Department cannot make up
its mind once and for all that these
regulations should be so framed that
they will not cause hardship to the
large number of people who earn a
living on the tapping of sweet toddy
and the manufacture of jaggery
from sweet toddy. It is unfortunate
that these people have to wait till
March or April, when the sweet
toddy season is well on the way,
before they can decide as to what
the government regulations on the
matter are going to be. It is time
for the Excise Commissioner and the
Excise Department to make up their
minds once and for all and formulate
a general policy for all time on this
matter and not keep changing the
regulations from time to time as and
when hon. Members from the North
intercede with the Hon. Minister.

We have told the Hon. Minister
on more than one occasion, not only
that sweet toddy is drunk by a
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large number of people but that the
manufacture of jaggery out of sweet
toddy is also a cottage industry. I
do not know why the Excise
Department should put difficulties
in the way of people who tap sweet
toddy and earn a living on the
manufacture of jaggery. That is a
matter the Hon. Minister should
take up with the Excise Depart-
ment. The excuse they give is that,
under the pretext of tapping sweet
toddy, most of these people start
tapping toddy. It should not be so
difficult for the Excise Department
with all its officers in the Striking
Force, with all its Excise Inspectors
and Guards, to prevent that sort of
thing. That should nct be the
reason why they should penalize a
bona fide person who wants to tap
sweet toddy and manufacture
jaggery.

The next question I wish to raise
is with regard to the Report of the
Divorce Commission. I believe the
Hon. Minister is aware that there
has been a report published by the
Divorce Commission that sat some
years ago. This commission has
made a number of very useful
recommendations.

I believe one of the recommenda-
tions is that where a husband and
wife have been separated for a
fairly long veriod of time and it is
found that it is incompatible for them
ever to resuime cohabitation, it is
necessary that that should be made a
ground for divorce. Personally, I
have no interest in this matter. I
have no intention of going into the
divorce courts either on this ground
or on any other ground. But I know
a number of couples who are
affected. They have lived in sepa-
ration for six to ten years. There is
no possibility of their ever coming
together again. They are unable to
go to court and get a divorce unless
they can think of some spurious
ground on which some lawyer will
be able to tell them to go to court.

Our divorce laws are based largely
on the old, archaic Church of
England rules of marriage, and
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divorce. Even in England they are
now trying to revise the rules of
divorce. Therefore I would earn-
estly request the Hon. Minister to

implement at least some of the
recommendations of the Divorce
Commission.

Another matter I wish to refer to
is the question of registration of
names. The Hon. Minister is aware
that in a large number of cases
names which have a relation to the
caste of the individual have in the
past got into the certificate of regis-
tration. Naturally, these people are
anxious that such names should be
expunged and more reasonable
names inserted in their place in the
certificate.

What happens today is that while
the Registrar-General allows the
change, he so allows it that the old
caste name also remains and a new
name +too is inserted. Therefore,
the entire purpose of the change is
defeated when the old caste name is
not removed on the insertion of the
new name. I would ask the Hon.
Minister to go into this matter. In
instances where people are anxious
that the caste name should be
removed and a new name inserted,
then the caste name should be
expunged from the certificate alto-
gether. Both names should not be
allowed to remain in the certificate.
I think it is a very reasonable
request, and the Hon. Minister
should have no difficulty in getting
it approved.

I have a few other matters to
raise, one of which is about the
gramasevakas. I particularly wish
to refer to the case of the grama-
sevakas in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces. The Government insists
that they should gain proficiency in
the official language before they are
confirmed in their posts. These
gramasevakas are recruited to work
exclusively in Tamil-speaking areas.
They never come in contact with
anybody who does not know Tamil.
They will never be transferred out
of these two regions. Therefore,
there is no reason why these people,
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who are going to work exclusively
in Tamil-speaking areas, should be
compelled to acquire proficiency in
the official language before they are
confirmed.

I know that a large category of
officers have been exempted from
the purview of this circular. Tech-
nical officers and officers in minor
grades who do not have any heavy
administrative work to perform, have
been granted exemption. Therefore,
I would earnestly request the Hon.
Minister to exempt these grama-
sevakas also from this requirement
of proficiency in the official language.

Another matter which I wish to
raise and which has already been re-
ferred to by the hon. Member for
Kayts (Mr. V. Navaratnam) is the
question of the rent allowance
paid to gramasevakas. At presant,
gramasevakas are never allowed to
serve in their home stations. They
have to serve in other villages and,
perforce, they have either to rent
out an office or a house in which taey
have to live and also carry out their
duties. Naturally, this entails a lot
of expenditure which a gramasevaka
with his small salary is unable to
meet.

I come to the third request of the
gramasevakas. They have always
been asking that after a specified
number of years of service they
should be allowed to sit the
Ceylon Administrative Service exa-
mination. Now, the gramasevakas
of today are all people with the
G. C. E. (Ordinary) or the S. S. C.
qualification. People with those
qualifications are given the privilege
of sitting the Ceylon Administra-
tive Service examination after a
number of years’ service. I do not
know why that privilege should not
be extended to the gramasevakas
also.

The other matter is about the sale
of liquor in trains., All hon. Members
from the North have been unanimous
in asking the Hon. Minister that the
sale of liquor, at least in the Jaffna
trains,
U. K. Edmund is going to be the loser

as a result of the bamiofcliguor0nnF
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these trains, but there is no reason
why a large number of women
passengers in these trains should be
inconvenienced as a result of the
absolutely nauseating behaviour of
some of the people who take liguor
in these trains.

I have travelled very often in these
trains and I have seen the behavicur
of some of these people. I have seen
clerical servants returning home, to
Jaffna, particularly after they have
drawn their monthly salary, who
spend about half their salary in pay-
ing their liquer bill to U. K. Edmund
before they reach home.

I can understand their wanting to
take liquor. It does not matter. But
when they make of themselves a
nuisance to other passengers, then 1if
is time that the sale of liquor in these
trains was banned.

These are the matters I wish to
to raise on this Ministry’s Votes.
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(8.
Gsp®)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

Mr. Chairman, brevity being the
soul of wit

Qui@ Qerdiowr—srapioL) s

BenH

(s@rraer)

(The Chairman)

I hope you will finish in ten minutes

DEsND e D

(B Quie Qsriovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
—_according to you, I shall attempt
to be brief though I cannot attempt
to be witty.

The first matter I wish to raise with
the Hon. Minister is the oft-promised
reform of the marriage and divorce
laws in this country. The Throne
Speech made that promise last year.
Tt is a promise that has been referred
to several times but nothing has come
of it.

The principal matter in this regard
is that there was a commission
appointed and it made a number of
valuable recommendations. It is true
that the commigsion itself was cons-
trained to limit the extent of the pro-
gress that it could recommend on
account of the fact that a number of
religious seruples stood in the way of
adopting commvletely the renlightened
practice in other places.

Bewlfm @535 SedDEH
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The whole concept of divorce, how-
ever, where the matrimonial offence
was considered to be the principal
question involved, has been aban-
doned, and to that extent the com-
mission that was appointed in Ceylon
—the majority of the members, inclu-
ding even a distinguished representa-
tive like the late Fr. Peter Pillai—
recommended that after a decree for
judicial separation, the lapse of three
years should be sufficient for the pur-
pose of ensuring a divorce for the
party seeking it.

In the time &llowed to me I only
want to mention that the concept has
developed for some years and is now
being accepted in most countries that
the principal question to which you
have to address vourself is that the
marriage has broken down and that
there is a tie that has become empty
of reality in regard to that which was
expected of it, and that such a tie
need not be preserved, the question
being, “Has thec marriage broken
down or not ?”

That is a shift of emphasis from the
concept of matrimonial offence and
punishment to something entirely
different. It is known that today a
collusive action is always possible so
long as the courts do not detect it, and
even if you do rot accept the question
of divorce by consent, even if legisla-
tion does not proceed so far as that,
you might at least accept the recom-
mendations made by the commission
that was appointed in 1959 and accept
the position that a break-down of
marriage should be the principle
guilding consideration in granting
dissolution.

I know that there is a Bill that has
been drafted, but it is not being
tabled in this House ; I do not know
for what reason. I want to plead
with the Minister to keep the pro-
mise that has been made in several
Throne Speeches and see that the law
is changed in that matter.

The next question I should like to
take up with the Hon. Minister is that
of beedi permits. I know that the
Hon. Minister iherited a damnosa
hereditas from the Ministry of Indus-
triesoin regard lo this matter. What
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I am objecting te is this: on the one
hand a number of entrenched mono-
polies has grown: up in regard to
beedis—giant monopolies. There are
a number of Rajahs operating, Sir, in
this field, monopolistic Rajahs, and
over them you fiind Maha Rajahs also.

I can quote the reference numbers
to the Hon. Ministers. These are
numbers handed over from the
Ministry of Industries. They all begin
with the letters and figures DD/1A/
14/B/10 ; then you find a figure with-
in brackets. All the serial numbers I
shall quote begin in that way and
only the numbker enclosed within the
brackets changes. They are as
follows :

DD/1A/14/B/10 (597), (603),
(594), (582), (583), (584), (596),
(394), (228), (344), (351) and
(492).

Some of them are given 5,000
pounds, some 3,030 pounds, some 2,000
pounds. The majority of these people
are non-nationals. They are not small
manufacturers. That is the second
point. The third is that they are ficti-
tious personalities behind whom one
big Rajah operates.

The Hon. Minister, on representa-
tions made in regard to DD/IA/14/B/
10 (351), conducted an investigation
of the work-place. There were no
workers employed; there was no
machinery ; there was no equipment.
There was nothing to indicate on the
premises that a single beedi could be
turned out there. And this gentleman
had been given 5,000 pounds !

The Hon. Minister cancelled his
permit, but, on very powerful repre-
sentations made from within the
Government party, he has restored it.

The Hon. Mirnister began a cam-
paign on his own to break these mono-
polies. I congratulate him on that. He
started it with tne best of intentions
but he was not allowed to complete
the process on the basis of the repre-
sentations made.

Here was one case in which he took
action, No. DD/IA/14/B/10 (351). He
cancelled the permit, and, on repre-
sentations made, restored it, though
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not one worker is employed there.
There is not even evidence of a beedi,
not even the smell of a stale beedi.
That is one side of the matter.

If you examine the list of names of
persons who operate in this field—I
shall not desclose names here; for
reasons of justice, I do not want to do
so—you will find the names of a
number of non-nationals. The extent
to which employment is provided can
be measured by the amounts paid to
the E. P. F. How many such persons’
names are on the Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund ? 2,067 workers are sup-
posed to be employed in one place,
but only 22 are on the E. P. F. A
second example showed that 18 were
on the E. P. F., and 13 contractors and
sub-contractors were given the work.
One gentleman, a very important per-
son has only 39 workers on the E. P. F.
All the others are on contract. There
are a large number of such cases.
There is, however, one example that
must be mentioned. V. V. Ramasamy
Pillai employes 532 workers, and all
of them are on tnhe Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund. In every other instance,
they employ contractors to whom
they give the work, and only a small
nucleus of ten or twelve workers are
on E. P. F This is a racket, and in a
number of these cases, the names of
persons and addresses are a facade
behind which some monopolist
operates.

I say that the Hon. Minister, in ask-
ing Members of Parliament to re-
commend persons, may have thought
that that would be a way of break-
ing this system of monopolies. I say
that since Members of Parliament
themselves are not always over-
scrupulous in this matter—maybe
because they are subject to electoral
pressures of various kinds—this is no
way of breaking the monopoly, be-
cause other kinds of rackets are
breeding under this new system.

I say that the whole question has
to be reviewed and looked at in a
new way. Whether you are looking
at it from the point of view of a cot-
tage industry or whether you are
looking at it from the point of view
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of developing it as a national indus-
try with heavy capitalization and
proper - employment opportunities—
whichever way you are driving; I
am not concerned with discussing the
question—I want the rackets ended.

The next matter is in regard to
tobacco. I am very glad that we are
exporting tobacco. But we are also
importing certain tobaccos for blend-
ing. I do not want to make one
general charge against the Excise
Department. I know that its officers
are operating under various difficul-
ties ; but why do you want to leave
them in such a way that ther honesty
can be questioned ? I know some of
them are very poor people and they
may feel like making a penny or two
in various unauthorized ways. There
are big companies operating in this
sphere in regard to whom charges
are made, and accusations are pub-
licly made, that they operate rackets
with the connivance of the Excise
Department. I do not know to what
extent that connivance exists. I do
not want to make a general charge
against the excise officers. They are
poor men who are unable to defend
themselves here. But the fact re-
mains that without such connivance
the rackets cannot operate. Nobody
knows and no proper check is kept
upon what is brought in in regard
to blending, the quality and control
in regard to what is exported. You
can get a tremendous exchange
racket worked through this system. I
want the Hon. Minister to see that
that field is properly reorganized.

The last matter is in regard to the
question of kachcheri clerks and offi-
cers before election times. Before
the Kolonnawa election, in the Col-
ombo achcheri a number of clerks
were interdicted on allegations made
that they were helping the Coalition
candidate. They were completely
functus officio during the period of
the election. After the election was
over, charges were framed against
them, they were brought to inquiry
and completely exonerated of any
blame. For months theserpeople were
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made to suffer that pain of mind.
Why is this done? Why was this
persecution conducted against these
people because there just happened
to be an election in Kolonnawa? I
say here that the Hon. Minister has
a responsibility for this matter, not
to allow political predilections to be
used for purposes of the vindictive
pursuit of individuals in the Public
Service, particularly those employed
in the kachcheris. The Hon. Minis-
ter has a duty cast on him and I want
to ask him to see that this kind of
vindicative behaviour is not allowed
to spread.

I also want to make a final plea
with the Hon. Minister in regard to
the children. He is also the Minis-
ter for children now. That has been
handed over to the Minister of Jus-
tice I believe. But from his angle
he would be able to do much to in-
fluence the Minister of Justice in
that matter not only in regard to
juvenile courts but in regard to the
vast numbers of children who are
being bred in the shanties of
Colombo. You have a child popula-
tion of over 15,000 living in sub-
human conditions in Colombo.

weneSs

(o&@rrFeri)

(The Chairman)

That is not his subject. He wants
to shirk all responsibility regarding
the children.

AEsND cwmBen .
(8. Qui@ Qerdienvr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Very well, since that is a matter
in which he has my entire sympathy,
I shall wind up by asking him to deal
with the problems that I mentioned,
particularly in regard to the reform
of the marriage and divorce law and
also about this question of the rackets
that take place concerning beedi and
tobaggo,
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(LysSrraeri)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member for Mirigama
will speak now. She has been given
the time allotted to the hon. Member
for Anuradhapura. Please do not
exceed ten minutes.

c& 8. @3wewns Cwn. (58vd)
(8mws Co. 9. ouwuCsssr—IBNsw)
(Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere—Mirigama)
Only ten minutes ?

ofef. 8. Ded A Hdsnwm S
(6ca®ees)

(&p. eris Qi L_wew LIGOOT L_IT T 5T UL & &—
QaribGLr)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

I think we are chivalrous enough to
give her all the time at our disposal.

oawe wd .

(B auuCsssr)

(Mrs. Obeysekere)

First and foremost I should like to
tell the Hon. Minister that I am in
full agreement with all that has been
said by the hon. Joint Member for
Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa),
in regard to the beedi industry. He
has already mentioned most of the
things that I intended to state. So, I
snall not go over them, but I do hope
that the Hon. Minisier will seriously
consider the question of reviewing the
whole position about the beedi in-
dustry. There is a terrific racket that
is going on. I know that the Hon. Min-
ister had all good intentions of setting
this right and I am sure he still
does so. I would ask the Hon. Minister
to reconsider this wholz matter when
allocating quotas again and to give to
the genuine beedi workers sufficient
leaf  to carry on this cottage industry.
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This is a vast cottage industry—in
fact, it is a very big cot.age industry
in my own electorate—and I do hopa
that the Hon. WMzunister will give
serious consideration to it.

Now I shall pass on to the textile
industry, especially the handloom in-
dustry. I wish to know what the Hon.
Minister has to say regarding the
report that was read out sometime
back on the question of the setting up
of a separate Ministry for the textile
indusiry in this counfry, and also
what his policy is in regard to the
setting up of the Lak Salu Sala. One
hears that this new organization is
going to conltrol the entire textile in-
dustry from the source of production
to the marketing of it as well as
provide all marketing facilities.

The Hon. Minister is responsible
for a very large section of the textile
industry in this country. Much of
the textile industry in this country
has been developed with the funds
of the public sector and, there-
fore, we cannot agree to it being taken
over by Lak Salu Sala. I do hope that
the Hon. Minisier will tell us what
he thinks about it. We all know that
the textile industry has expanded and
grown with the assistance of the
public sector. The Department of
Rural and Small Indusftriies has a
large say with regard to this develop-
ment. When one reads the report of
the director one will see clearly how
this development has taken place and
is taking place.

The dirctor in his rport has stated
that thes annual requirement of tex-
tiles of this country is 200 million
yards. If we know that the annual re-
quirement is 200 million yards, if we
know what lthe production is at the
moment, if we know what is expected
of the new power loom workshops
that are coming up and of th> new
thousand handloom centres, surely, is
it not possible then to plan for the
production, marketing and the dis-
posal of the finished product?, 1 L.do
not think that it is an impossible task:

Blewi S ©xIF) SeHFVCE
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We are a very small country. If India
such a vast country, can plan and
make a success of it, what is the diffi-
culty that we have with all the per-
sonnel, the departmental peopie, and
the technical know-how that are
available to us ? Why cannot we plan
this and make a success of it. I am
confident that we can do it.

If a separate Ministry is set up for
this project they will apply their
minds to work out a plan and see
to it that it is successiully implemen-
ted.

With regard to the handloom in-
dustry I should like to tell the Hon.
Minister that it has expanded consi-
derably over the last two and a half
years and that we should scriously
consider the setting up of a handloom
board for Ceylon, just as India has
done it. The handloom board, if set
up, can control this industry and deal
with the various problems that it is
confronted with today.

I heard Member after Member re-
ferring to the shortage of yarn. We
all know lthat there is a shortage of

yarn, but what is being done about
it ? The Hon. Minister himself said
that there would be no more regis-
tration of looms after October 1965,
but we know that even today looms
are being registered. Why is
this being done ? Is there no limit
for handloom production ? Within
the last two and a half years many
private workshops have been regis-
tered. I know that in the Siyane
Korale Union alone there w-re 39 pri-
vate workshops, but today, besides
that there are 128 private workshops.
If registration has been stopped how
is it that two years afterwards looms
are still being registered ? How is it
that yarn is made available for these
workshops at the expense of the
public sector ? Today, registered hand-
looms of co-operaltive societies and
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government centres are starved for
work, and the looms are lying idle.
There are people coming to me daily—
I was in the field only yesterday at
six centres assisting and helping them
in a voluntary capacity—and I have
heard from several people about the
shortage of yarn and the difficulty in
getting yarn. If the warp yarn is
available the waft yarn is not avail-
able ; if the waft yarn is available, the
warp yarn is not available. These are
the difficulties that the industry is
faced with. If the department is
aware of these difficulties, then what
is being done about it ? Surely, the
department must be alive to these
problems.

It is all righlt to say that the I. P.
Act has been removed; but at the
same time how can one expect a
weaver to sell the finished warp at the
village level ? We should not expect
them to do this. Today, as a result of
that much corruption is seeping in at
these centres. The demonstrators in
charge are taking upon themselves
the responsibility of disposing of the
finished product. Corruption is setting
in ; and I know it because I work in
this field and I have practical expe-
rience of seeing this happening, and
I am speaking from facts. I would
suggest that the old method be re-
introduced and the co-operative ltex-
tile societies unions be given the same
responsibilities that they had before.
If a Handloom Board can be set up,
and it can set about planning for Ithese
looms it is not difficult. According to
the director, there are 63,000 regis-
tered looms in this country. Why
cannot we plan for these 63,000 looms?

&3, e, 11.30

We know the lines of production,
the art line work that can be done on
these looms. Then we have only got
to set the target of production. To set

the target of production we should
know the consumption of yarn. All
these things are related to each other.
If the co-operative textile societies’
unions are allowed, as theydid inothe

3——ob 6385 (67/8)
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past, to dispose of the finished pro--
duct, I am sure there will be no:
problem about selling it. The direc-
tor himself says that there is no
problem in selling these 90 million
yards of handloom material.

Today we see that private work-
shops are not only capitalizing on this,
but as a result of this there is in the
market a vast quantity of material of
inferior quality. Whalt is being done
to ensure standards, to ensure quality,
and to assure prices ? We go to exhi-
bitions put on by private people, and
when one looks at the prices of some
of those sarees and some of those tex-
tiles, it is really scandalous. And yet
this type of thing is permitted, and at
the same time we wanlt our people to
patronize locally made things! I fully
agree with the Minister that we
should support local industries. But
can we expect the people to support
an industry which is now quietly
being converted and handed over to
the private sector. And the private
sector determine and fix their own
prices. Rayon coltton sarees which
could be sold for Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 are
sold for Rs. 110 to Rs. 150. When this
sore of thing is going on, naturally,
the people are not very keen on pur-
chasing local material.

I would also suggest, if a Handloonx
Board is set up, that a survey of looms
be done. The Minister has got the
D. R. Os and the gramasevakas

under him, and it is possible to do this
overnight. You will be surprised to
find that there is an equal number of
unregistered looms working, or even
more than the number that
has been registered. If the survey is
done, I am sure you will get a
correct picture of what is happening
in the country today.

Then again, about yarn. There
are certain private agencies—
Schokmans, Kumar Agencies, Bristol
Agencies—who are given permits to
import all the fancy yarn like rayon
and silk. Why cannot all this be
doneoby one authority ? All yarn
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should be imported by one depart-
ment or one authority, and the
distribution of yarn could be done
accordingly.

wenss
(o5& rreari)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member’s time is up.

®Awed s .

(B epuuCsrssr)

(Mrs. Obeyesekere)

I have only started.—[Interrup-
tion].

Then, again, as the hon. Member
for Beruwala (Mr. Abdul Bakeer
Markar) mentioned, if the handloom
centres are going to be a success, we
should at the same time see that
they continually train weavers to be
absorbed into these centres. We
have assisted schools. They are
seething with corruption. We all
know about it. I have four such
schools in my electorate and they
are full of corruption. Nothing is
being done about it. The assisted
school teacher is paid by the
Government. He is posted to these
schools and is expected to see that
societies are formed, but what
eventually happens is that he has
his own private workshop elsewhere
and the yarn is diverted to his
private workshop.

This is the sort of thing that is
going on and this should be stopped.
I am sure if a handloom board is
appointed and given these responsi-
bilities, the general handloom in-
dustry could be put on a proper
footing.

About exhibitions, I understand
that there is going to be an exhibi-
tion very soon, in December. The
department is organizing it. It is
sponsored by one of the large group
of newspapers. I have no objection
{0 anyone sponsoring it, but surely
Is not the department capable of
running its own exhibition 2.1 Exhi~
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bitions are very necessary to give
publicity to what is being produced
in our country and to make the
people aware of it. At the same
time, exhibitions alone would not
suffice. I would suggest that the
20 existing unions be asked to
organize an exhibition in their res-
pective areas and the winning ones
be brought to an All-Ceylon exhibi-
tion, and this exhibition should be
organized by the department. The
department talks of exhibitions but
what help has it given to these
centres and to the weavers to put
up a good article for these exhibi-
tions ? None whatsoever !

There is a designs section. For
the last two and half years I have
watched this section work. What
has it done ? Do these designers go
out into the field? Have they
assisted the weavers? Have they
helped in any way to step up and
get good quality goods ?

As a result, what is purchased by
Laksala today is purchased from
private workshops. When I was
Chairman of the Advisory Com-
mittee, together with departmental
officials, we decided that 50 per cent
of the production of co-operative
societies should be purchased by
Laksala to create an incentive and
to help them with their sales and
also to encourage production. But,
I am sorry to see while there were
at that stage only seven private
suppliers, today hardly anything is
bought from these 20 unions. All
the textiles on sale at Laksala are
bought from about 150 or 200 private
suppliers. This is what Laksala has
come to. What was Laksala created
for ? To help and encourage and
put up more private workshops or to
help the existing public sector.

What is happening at Laksala is
happening all over. I hear Members
of Parliament asking for Laksalas
in their electorates. Laksalas
are being opened all over the coun-
try. It is a very good thing. But that
is not the way that laksalas
should be opened.  Laksalas
shouldiohe opened in co-ordination
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with the textile co-operative socie-
ties’ unons, and 50 per cent of their
goods should be sold locally and 50
per cent sent to the Laksala
in Colombo. I am sure it
there is such a plan all the centres
as well as co-operative societies that
are administered by the department
would be able to make a better con-
tribution towards the textile indus-
try in this country.

1 want to say one more word about
Laksala before I finish. I should
like to mention about the wages
that are paid to the workers at
Laksala, from the General Manager
downwards. Laksala is a commer-
cial venture and one should not
think of administering it like a
government department. The sala-
ries paid are most inadequate.
Apart from that the other facilities
that are available for the staff at
Laksala are inadequate, including the
toilet facilities. Nothing has been
done about this. These things have
been pointed out from the very in-
ception but nothing has been done.
It is useless saying that Laksala is
making a profit when a part of the
profit is not being used to make
conditions more comfortable for
those working there.

The salaries paid to the staff, from
the General Manager downwards
should be reviewed. I would not
say anything more on it because
there is a committee of inquiry
going into that matter, and I am
sure when their findings are placed
before the Minister, he will be able
to make up his mind to set up a
handicraft board and a handloom
board. If the two boards are set up,
I am sure they will be able to get
about the business of putting the
handloom industry and the handi-
craft industry in this country on the
world map.

The Laksala has a special section
set apart for exhibitions. I have
watched for the last 23 years and
found that not a single exhibition or
a competition has been planned.
There should be exhibitions and
competitions for individual crafts-
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men, societies and so on. From month
to month this should go on. But
nothing is done in the form of pub-
licity, not even a folder is prepared.
There seems to be some difficulty
about getting photographs. Surely,
if you ask the supplier to provide his
own photograph he would do so.
These are matters that the depart-
ment must look into. If these boards
are formed they will be responsible
not only for seeing that the raw
materials are available, but for
other things too.

Take the pottery centres in this
country ; take the brush-work cen-
tres in this country. They all have
the same problem. If it is a question
of dyes for brush-work for how many
years have they to keep on asking
the department to try to get certain
dyes that would stand up to the sun ?
Again, for how many years have they
to keep on asking the department to
try to get certain clays for pottery ?
But no research has been done. If you
go to Manila in the Philippines you
will find that the department there,
which is only 4 years old, has already
solved their problems. They have
got a tremendous export market for
their cottage industry products. They
have the same type of vegetation as
we have here. We are only used to
a certain type of brush that is pro-
duced in this country. But there are
so many other types that could be
looked into and taken up. For ins-
tance, nothing has been done about
the pineapple fibre in this country.
These are things that the department
should think about. A research sec-
tion should be set up to look into the
question of dyes, raw materials and
other matters connected with our
cottage industry.

When the S.L.F.P. Government
was there they agreed to participate
in the Expo ’67. I have had reports
about our Stall at Expo ’67. I should
like to thank the Hon. Minister here
for accepting the request I made
about choosing personnel to be sent
abroad. There were certain deci-
sions made. But I am glad that
he heeded my request and sent
Miss Attygalle there who is
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the senior Manager of Lak-
sala. She has done justice by this
country. She has put Ceylon on the
map. From the reports we have had
—1T am sure the Prime Minister would
say so—Miss Attygalle has done ex-
actly what we wanted of her. She
has proved that Ceylon’s handicrafts
are just as good as any other crafts
that come from any other country.
I think that is an exhibition we
should be proud of and I am glad
that the department participated in
it. I am once again thankful to the
Hon. Minister for having done this
and I would suggest that, when se-
lecting officers to be sent abroad for
all training courses, exhibitions and
so on in the future—perhaps, if these
boards are there these problems will
not arise—only those with experience
and knowledge are chosen. That is
very important.

There are certain other sugges-
tions that I have to make. Perhaps,
the Hon. Minister will give me some
time in the future to do so. I am
not saying these things just because
I want to criticize. I am truly inter-
ested in helping the handloom indus-
try and the handicrafts industry in
this country. I was unwilling to
serve on the Laksala commission of
inquiry because I was a supplier to
that institution on behalf of 300 wvil-
lage girls. But as far as the hand-
loom industry is concerned, if there
is anything that I can do to assist
and help in establishing the hand-
loom industry of this country, as it
should be established, I shall be only
glad to make available the experi-
ence and knowledge that I have.
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(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Sitting is
suspended for two hours. On
resumption the Hon. Minister of

Home Affairs will reply.
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Sitting  accordingly suspended
2 par., and then resumed.
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(Qeerras sorflf sspruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

Mr. Chairman, I must first of all
express my thanks to the hon. Mem-
bers who took this opportunity of
offering criticisms and observations
about the various matters connected
with the Votes of my Ministry. I must
admit that all the criticisms that were
made either in our favour or against
us were very fair and reasonable. My
officials who are present in the Offi-
cials Box and I benefited a great deal
by the discussion that has taken place.
It should help us to remove whatever
difficulties and shortcomings there
may have been in the past and to give
the country an even better and more
efficient service than we have been
able to give in the past. So I do thank
hon. Members who took part in the
discussion thereby helping us to do
our work in the future better than we
are doing our work now.

We cannot say that all our work is
perfect. In the past we have tried to
do our very best. I know there are
many points on which we can im-
prove the work of the various depart-
ments. Hon. Membpers who spoke have
emphasized the places where im-
provements can be effected.

I shall, Mr. Chairman, in my speech
deal with some topics of a very im-
portant nature, which were raised by
more than one hon. Member.
Now, several hon. Members referred
to the shortage of yarn and the in-
crease in the price of yarn. The cause
for the shortage in the supply of yarn
in recent times is undoubtedly the
hostilities that arose in the Middle
East. The reason for the increase in
the price of yarn is that we reached
an agreement with the U. A. R. to sell
them our tea in exchange for a certain
quantity of yarn that they would sell
us. I, for my part agreed to this agree-
ment, because we would be able to
get a better type of yarn from the
U. A. R. even though the price would
be a bit higher. We eventually found
that in some cases the price went up
by so much as 60 per cent. That was
‘most unfortunate.
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We decided 1o sell Rs. 15 million
worth of tea to the U. A. R. in ex-
change for Rs. 15 million worth of
yarn from them. I have now sug-
gested a completely new arrangement
which I hope will be put into effect
soon. My suggestion is that there
should be a tri-partite agreement
among ourselves, the U. A. R. and
India; that we should sell to the
U. A. R. not Rs. 15 million worth of
tea but Rs. 40 million worth of tea—
Rs. 40 million is the value of the yarn
we purchase from all sources—that
the U. A. R. should sell to India Rs. 40
million worth of cotton; and that
India should seli to us Rs. 40 million
worth of yarn. That is the tri-partite
agreement that I have suggested. That
suggestion is now under examination.
If that suggestion comes through we
shall be able to get our yarn more
speedily from India than from the
U. A. R. And I also think it will be
possible to get our yarn cheaper from
India than from the U. A. R.

I wish to assure the House that we
are doing everything we possibly can
to ease the situation at the moment.
We have ordered that the supply of
yarn should be despatched from India
urgently to meet the present shortage.
I feel sure that within the next few
months the gituation would become
much easier then it is now.

Now, Sir, T agree with hon. Mem-
bers who suggested that we should
start in right earnest a scheme for the
growing of cotton. I believe 15,000
acres of land in the Uda Walawe
Scheme have been earmarked for the
growing of cotton, and I believe the
River Valleys Development Board is
now ready with its plans for the
growing of cotton on those 15,000
acres.

A point was made that we have
not regulated the production of tex-
tiles and that the hand-loom industry
is thereby suffering. The various
points of criticism that were raised
today were also raised last year, and I
then took steps to submit a Cabinet
Paper on the question of regulating
tile production of textiles in the coun-

TYh
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As a result of my Cabinet Paper
the Government decided to appoint
a Textile Co-ordinating Committee.
I think this Textile Co-ordinating
Committee has just been appointed.
One of the functions of this committee
would be to regulate local production
as between the various methods of
production.

We now have production through
the handlooms, power-looms and
mills. One of the functions of the
co-ordinating committee would be to
regulate the production as between
each of these producing agencies so
that there will be no overlapping,
and so that the power-loom or the
mill will not take upon itself the task
of making those textiles which the
hand-loom should make.

Unless there are rules to regulate
local production in the way I have
pointed out, the hand-loom industry
will undoubtedly suffer. But when
the Textile Co-ordinating Committee
does its work I am sure that the
hand-loom industry will get on under
very satisfactory conditions.

Another function of the Textile
Co-ordinating Committee would be
to reserve spheres of production for
the hand-loom, the power-loom and
the mill. We are not going to per-
mit, I hope, sarees to be turned out
by the mills or power-looms. I think
our ladies love hand-loom sarees most
It was the hand-loom saree which at-
tracted King Vijaya when he came
to Ceylon. If we allow the power-
looms to produce sarees, then the
hand-looms will have to close shop.
That is why we want the Textile Co-
ordinating Committee to reserve
spheres of production.

We also want the Textile Co-ordi-
nating Committee to determine the
varieties and the quantities of textiles
that should be imported in relation
to local production and local needs,
It may be that today something is
being imported which we do mnot
need, or something is not being im-
ported which we nead. So there
must be some authority 'to“see’ what
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we should import, and in what quan-
tities, in relation to local production
and local needs.

This Textile Co-ordinating Com-
mittee will be getting to work very
shortly, and thereafter it is also pro-
posed to establish a single central
authority to attend to all the work
connected with the textile industry.
It is my suggestion that instead of
allowing the Department of Indust-
ries, the Department of Rural Deve-
lopment and some other departments
to divide the authority over the tex-
tile industry, it is best that there
should be one department or one au-
thority or one corporation or one
board, to look after all the work con-
nected with the textile industry.
That is what is now being considered
by the Government.

The point was made that we are
trying to hand over the industry to
the priavte sector through the Salu
Sala. That is not so.

g. on. 2.15

I was asked what arrangements
are being made for the disposal of
locally produced textiles since the
C.W.E. has stopped buying them. It
was said that the producers are find-
ing it difficult to sell what they have
made. The position today is that we
have asked the unions to purchase
them. There are 23 unions in the
22 districts in Ceylon. There are two
unions in the Colombo District and
one union in each of the other admi-
nistrative districts. These 23 district
unions buy a certain quantity of the
hand-loom and power-loom products
of their areas.

Apart from the unions, there are
the laksalas that were starting. To-
day we have three laksalas other
than the one in Colombo and the
branch at the Hikkaduwa rest-house.
We are hoping to open laksalas in
::111l the district and provincial capi-
tals.

The present rule is that a laksala
should give preference to goods that
are turned out by the co-operative
societies and by our institutions. They
aredahowever, not prevented from
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making purchases from private
sources. What they have got to keep
in mind is that they should try to
purchase products of a very high
standard. If we ask the laksalas to
limit their purchases to whatever is
produced in the co-operatives and
our institutions, there might be a
tendency for standards to fall. As it
is, we do not reject anything from
a co-operative or from one of our ins-
titutions if it comes up to a fair
standard. If there is any such re-
jection, a complaint is usually made
and we set the matter right. So far,
to my knowledge, there have been
no such complaints. Anyway, I wish
to assure the House that it is cer-
tainly not our aim through the in-
troduction of Laksalas to cater mainly
for the private sector. We have to
protect our own institutions. We are
well aware of that duty which we
have to perform, and I think we are
doing it well now.

Then, Sir, there is also a proposal
to have the Salu Sala. The Salu
Sala will not be the controlling body
in the textile industry. The Salu Sala
will merely take over all the work
which is presently handled by the
C.W.E. in regard to textiles. At the
same time the Salu Sala will be able
to buy whatever is produced locally
for distribution. So, the answer to
the question of how we are going to
dispose of what we are turning out
is that we have asked the unions to
buy the product; laksalas will buy
the product ; and now the Salu Sala
will also be coming into the scene
as a purchaser on a big scale.

At the same time we do not shut
out the private sector. A private
businessman is entitled to go to any
union or to any co-operative society
or to any one of our institutions,
place an order with that institution
on agreed terms and make purchases.
We are not preventing that type of
transaction. We want to allow a
free market and a method of free
distribution so that there will be
eventually no blackmarket in what-
ever we produce.
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The report on Laksala will be out
very soon and the problems which
the hon. Member for Mirigama
(Mrs. Obeyesekere) raised about the
employees at Laksala and other
matters will be attended to as soon as
the report is out.

Now I want to touch on one of the
other big topics discussed by many
hon. Members, namely, the question
of the excise policy. The hon.
Member for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilanga-
ratne) asked me what the Govern-
ment’s policy is on excise matters.
I must say that for the last 10 or 12
years no Government has defined its
excise policy. About 12 years ago
the then Government appointed an
Excise Commission and thereafter
the report of the commission has
been lying in cold storage. Our
Government, however, has now taken
concrete steps to define excise

policy.

I put up certain definite proposals
to the Cabinet as to what the policy
of the future should be. I made
certain concrete proposals. Some of
them were those that had been
reached by the Special Committee
that sat on the question in 1964, of
which I was a member.

eCHW € 9HTEAM Owr. (med)
(8-
Fop)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

Qevenvell @ enreur ar—uiimrent b

But there was no final report.

OG @B e N
(Qzorres soorfls sspruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

There was no final report. That
committee did not issue a final
report. Some of the suggestions
made by that committee were
embodied in my proposals.

The Cabinet then referred my
proposals to a committee of Perma-
nent Secretaries. The Permanent
Secretaries have discussed the matter
and the last I heard was that they
would be forwarding their report to

the Government within the next few
weeks,
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So we are taking definite steps to
define the excise policy of the
country. I cannot say what it would
be, but I may say, for the information
of the House, that in my proposals
T agreed with the main proposal
suggested by the Excise Commission
that there should be a system of
permits for those who wish to buy
liquor and that through the system
of permits, within a given number
of years, the country should reach
the goal of total prohibition. That
is the proposal contained in the
report of the Excise Commission and
that is the proposal I put before the
Government. However, I do not
know what concrete proposals would
be accepted by the Government, but
I can assure the House that within
the next few months it would be
possible for the country to know
definitely what the excise policy of
the Government is.

Now the hon. Member for Badde-
gama (Mr. Neal de Alwis), who
made a very useful contribution,
made a mistake about what he called
a “nadars ” racket in bottles”. Now
the full story about bottles is this:
The Tender Board of the Ministry,
which consists of the Permanent
Secretary, the Excise Commissioner,
an official of the Treasury and, I
believe, one other, decided not to use
new bottles for arrack for the follow-
ing reasons :

Firstly, modern plants have been
been made available during the last
few years for hygienic cleaning of
empty bottles at Kalutara and Kandy.
The Government has ordered certain
new plants for cleaning bottles
hygienically. Now, why did they
order those plants if they were not
going to use them ? Secondly, the
use of new bottles would cost the
Excise Department Rs. 6 million a
year and Rs. 6 million a year could
be saved by not buying bottles.
Thirdly, we discovered that the
breweries, the aerated water manu-
facturers and the Milk Board and
various other institutions were find-
ing it difficult to get bottlesnfrom the
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Glass Factory. They were complain-
ing that the Glass Factory was not
able to supply them their needs, and
when we relieve them of the contract
we have with them the Glass Fac-
tory would be in a position to supply
the needs of the breweries, the
aerated water manufacturers, the
Milk Board and others and thereby
the very valuable exchange which is
now offered to the aerated water
manufacturers, the breweries and
the Milk Board can be saved.

This question was raised before me
by a very high powered deputation
consisting of Messrs. N. K. Choksy,
Q.C., E. G. Wickremanayake, QC.,
and a Director of the Glass Factory.
They met me in deputation and
placed the entire case before me on
behalf of the Glass Factory. I went
into the question thoroughly, Sir,
and I dispassionately, without taking
any sides, decided that the Tender
Board’s decision was quite correct.
So, I should like to assure the hon.
Member that there was no Nadar in
this bottle show.

In regard to the other matters
raised by the hon. Member for Badde-
gama I shall most certainly make in-
vestigations and wherever there are
rackets we will try to destroy them.

The hon. Member also raised the
question of coconut arrack as against
molasses arrack. It is true that in
the past few years we had to depend
more and more on arrack manufac-
tured from molasses and essences
imported by us.

A8snd cwmBes D
(Bm. Quie Qsriovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Molasses was also imported.

g. on. 2.30

@ ek NG
(Qaerras sOTHE HEFTUEGS)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayak?)

Yes, we imported molasses in
1960-61. We are importing spirits
now and we will be importing spirits
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in the coming year too. I am sorry,
Sir, for 1965-66 I said 1960-61. In
1966-67 we imported Rs. 1.2 million
worth = of spirits. In the coming
year we propose to import Rs. 1.4
million worth of molasses and spirits.
The total amount would be Rs. 1.4
million. I must admit that this
is a most unsatisfactory position.
The consumer does not like the
arrack that is manufactured by the
River Valleys Development Board.

oG € 9H2IR w,
('@@ Gavensed @ Uit e )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

They say kasippu is better.

cePemniu . . IDVE» (g
dedes)

(Qrsi erov. a. HE&roRran—o9&@,
pawen)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe—AKkuressa)

It is kasippu of the worst form.

A& i BN
(Qaorres sarfpls saspruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I cannot say that I agree, but I must
admit that on principle I would
rather not have the arrack that
is produced from molasses and
spirits that are imported. There
is no reason why we should
import molasses and spirits when
we have so many coconut trees which
we can tap and when we have
so much unemployed labour which
we can utilize. With this end in view,
this Government has launched a
drive to produce more and more
coconut arrack. In order to do so we
have taken certain definite steps. One
such step is the training of new tap-

' pers. The training scheme was started

only in October 1966, so that the re-
sults of training cannot be felt just
yet. But I wish to inform the House
that in the Kalutara District practi-
cally all the men who were trained
have been absorbed into work. In
other places the position is not so
satisfactory, but the men who have
been trained are being gradually
absorbed into work.
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Besides the new tappers, we are en-
larging the tapping areas in the dis-
tricts in which tapping is already
done. Thirdly, we have increased the
fees that are offered to renters. I
think this point was made by the hon.
Member for Beruwala (Mr. Abdul
Bakeer Markar). He asked me
why we do not pay more to the
renters and distillers, so that they
would give us more toddy for the
manufacture of arrack. We have
done so this year. We introduced an
incentive payment of 54 cents per
proof gallon of arrack to those dis-
tillers who supplied 10 per cent and
more over and above the quantity
contracted for. Of this amount, 40
cents would go to the toddy supplier
and 14 cents to the distiller. A frac-
tion of that amount would go to the

tapper.

As a fourth step in our campaign
to produce more coconut arrack, the
period of distillery contracts has been
extended from one year to three years
so as to enable distillers to plan
ahead. Distillers had refused to plan
ahead, saying that the contract would
last only one year. We are trying by
every possible means to produce more
coconut arrack. It is our aim to give
the consumer sometime in the future
coconut arrack only, and at even
cheaper rates than we are doing
today.

I should like to point out that for
the first time in the history of the
Excise Department in Ceylon we have
cancelled a number of licences for
various offences. There were com-
plaints all round through the years
that the consumer never got the cor-
rect measure of his liquor, that it was
diluted, that they drank the Kelani-
ganga or the Kalu-ganga water,
instead of arrack, and that it was
always short measure.

We started a campaign this year
to see that all licencees adhered to
the regulations and for the first time
a number of licences have been can-
celled for short measure and for
adulteration. Of course, Mr. Chair-
man, the licences are cancelled only
in cases in which there is proof of
fraud beyond doubt. If there is anw
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doubt about a fraud or alleged fraud
or malpractice we do not cancel the
licence because the cancellation of a
licence is an extreme penalty.

A number of people who have held
licences for 20 to 30 years have had
their licences cancelled but we can-
not help it because we feel that
licencees should be very careful and
not dupe the public by giving them
short measure and adulterated stuff.

The hon. Member for Bingiriya
(Mr. J. L. Sirisena) related a story
which shocked me. All that I can say
is that I hope to send a special officer
to Bingiriya to look into all the
matters that were mentioned by the
hon. Member. I expect this special
officer to make a full investigation
and furnish a report on the allega-
tions that were made. We shall try
our best to see that all offenders are
punished most severely and are made
an example of to all others.

I should also like to inform hon.
Members of the House that any com-
plaints that are made against the
Excise Department will receive
prompt attention.

Quite a deal was said about the
Kandyan Peasantry Rehabilitation
Scheme. The hon. Member for
Dambulla (Mr. T. B. Tennekoon)
said that no work had been done in
his electorate. That is not correct. I
have the figures for 1965-66 and 1966-
67. When this government took over
the Kandyan Peasantry Rehabili-
tation Scheme we altered the basic
rules that governed the work in this
scheme. Up to 1965 the Kandyan
Peasantry Rehabilitation Scheme
limited itself to executing the items
of work that had been listed in the
Kandyan Peasantry Commission
report. That list of work covered
roads and schools for the greater
part. In 1965, I obtained the permis-
sion of the Cabinet to go outside the
limits of the commission’s report and
to take in new works which were
recommend by various co-ordinating
committees. We also decided fo take
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in new items like water schemes,
school buildings, buildings for
laboratories and buildings for indus-
trial centres, whereas prior to 1965
the work done had been limited
to roads and school buildings only.

Further, you will see that there
was a substantial increase in the
moneys that were allowed for
Kandyan rehabilitation work. In
fact I told the commissioner to get
on with the work whenever a pro-
posal was approved and that I
would ask the Cabinet for any
supplementary funds that became
necessary. You will see that there
is a supplementary estimate for
Kandyan peasaniry work in the
Order Paper that is before the House.

I also advised the commissioner, in
the presence of several hon.
Members, at a public meeting in
Kandy—Kandy is the headquarters
of the department—that we should
make no discrimination between elec-
torates represented by Opposition
Members and electorates represented
by Government members. 1 said

that we were _serving not the
Kandyan M.Ps but the Kandyan

peasants. We were really not satis-
fying Members of Parliament but the
peasants. We are doing the work
for the peasants.

It was the hon. Member for Dam-
bulla who, without even looking at
the figures, alleged that no work was
done in his electorate and that we
discriminated against him. 1 was
very sorry to hear him say that.
The hon. Member for Dambulla is a
good friend of mine. I am sure he
has made a mistake somewhere. I
find from the figures for 1965-66 that
the Kandyan Peasantry Commission
has spent Rs. 175,000 on the Dambulla
Electorate. In 1966-67—the current
year—it has allocated Rs. 195,000 for
the Dambulla Electorate.

I looked ‘down the list and found
that an electorate represented by a
Parliamentary Secretary of the pre-
sanl(dovernment, Passara, had got
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much less. In 1965-66 the depart-
ment expended Rs. 125,000 on Pas-
sara, and in 1966-67 Rs. 175,000.

To come nearer Dambulla, Matale
is also represented by a Member of
the Government. The Kandyan
Peasantry Commission had spent
Rs. 80,000 on Matale in 1965-66, and
Rs. 120,000 in 1966-67. I find that
the figure for Laggala is much
greater.

Now, the principle I laid down
and which the commissioner is
following is that he must not divide
the money exactly by the number of
constituencies. Such a mathematical
operation is not in the best interests
of the peasants. There are certain
areas like Laggala, Mahiyangana,
Soranatota, Monaragala, Minipe, and
so on, in which there is a greater de-
mand for work.

g. oo, 2.45

Then I told the commissioner that
he must not discriminate against
any electorate. That is how even a
district like Badulla got Rs. 180,000
in 1966-67. The greater part of the
Badulla Electorate is within the
municipal limits of Badulla. There
has been no discrimination against
any electorate. Every electorate has
got a fair share. Some electorates
have got more than others. That is
all. We do not allocate moneys
according to the complexion of the
Member who represents the electo-
rate. We consider only the needs of
the peasants of that area.

A lot was said about gramasevakas.
The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) wanted the exa-
mination for the recruitment of
gramasevakas revived.

@rnde VY. OO, cuedds (w3Swxy
ez00)

(soorflF erer. erb. QuUGrrr—u’ g wiri
Carien)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

S re.
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oG € @@IER» D,
(B m. CQeavewel] @ ewreui ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Hear, hear !

ad el cosnem
(Qaerrar serplh s@pruéEs)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I wish to inform him that if I
revive the examination for the
recruitment of gramasevakas there
would arise quite a number of prac-
tical difficulties. It takes about one
and a half years for the results of
the examination to be sent to us.

Gnes 5. D8, cwedd
(sar B 5 erer. ertb. QuUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, no! You can ask the Depart-
ment of Examinations to hurry up.

ad; Gkl cnsNGD
(Qaorres srps H&pruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

Well, everybody is asking the
Examinations Department to hurry
up but this is what happens.
Secondly, the number of candidates
seeking entry for the examination
might exceed 10,000 for just about 30
vacancies. Thirty people are to be
selected out of 10,000 candidates!
Those are the two practical difficul-
ties.

I wish to inform the hon. Member
that the method of recruitment of the
new gramasevakas, which has been
accepted by the Government, is not
so far different from holding an exa-
mination. The method is to advertise
and allow two categories of appli-
cants to send in their applications.
The two categories are: (i) those
who have passe:i the S.S.C. with four
credits ; and (ii) retired village head-
men under o0 years of age.

GHde dsY. DB, cuedsb
(&:@Jfrr_r?"]
(Dr.

GTGI. GTLD. @u@zrﬂ"ﬂ')

N. M. Perera)
Ohydelyy-that is a dangerous one !
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adL @i HTNED
(Qaorres sOTHE SEHTLES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

But the hon. Member did not say
“Oh! oh!” when I mentioned the
first category.

HnBe Y. DO, ewedd
(soorf@ crar. erb. QuGrrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The first category is all right, why
should I say that.

DG HDBH EHBNED
(Qaorres sorfll ssprusEs)
{The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

We are the Government
follow the golden mean.

that

&@Be dnY. DO, cueld

(s@rf erar. erb. QuGrrr)

{Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is not the golden mean, that
is the rotten mean that you are
following.

DL HIANBE CHENGD

(Qaorras sOrplE FHHTUES)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

Those retired village headman who

are under 50 years of age have to be
those with a clean record in the past.

Prndw OBY. . cueld
(soorBl5 erer. erb. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Then they would not have retired.

eced € 9t Ow.

(B 5. Qevovel] & @it ST )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

They were all the clever rogues in
the past.

oé @eh HINED
(Qaerrar &5 FEpTILIGE)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

The majority of applicants will be
among the first category, that 1is
those who have got four credits in
the S.S.C. Examination.

Bewl 8z O5IL5) eFTDE®
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(&amr'aﬂ,,@ GTGOI. GTLD. G)u@srmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Then why call the retired head-

men, there is no logic in your
argument ?

AL HDBE CPBNGD
(Qsarrar .ssun*,gﬁﬁ SEFTIEGS )
(The Hon, Dr. Dahanayake)

As the years go by there will be
less and less headmen applying. In
the first year there would be a num-
ber of headmen under 50 years of
age; in the second year there may
be none ; in the third year also there
may be none. Eventually, from the
second year onwards what the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota wanted will
come to pass. There will be only the
S.S.C. qualified applying.

Hnda DY, 8. euvedl
(soor BB erer. erd. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not mind your raising the
standard if you like.

A& Peh NG

(Qaorrar soOrplE s&pruss)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

The reason why the second cate-
gory, headmen under 50 years of age,
was included was that there were re-
presentations made that an injustice
had been done by the previous
Government.

gdn 5y, 0. cwedl
(sor B erer. erb. QUGTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No! How ?

aéy BB cPBNGD

(Qserres sOrHE sspTLES)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

As I said, our Government follow
the golden mean. We have refused
to abolish the gramasevaka system.
We are retaining it.
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ad8e 9. O8. cueld
(sor BB erer. erib. QuGrTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But you are undermining it.

@adL HDh cHINGD
(Qaerres sarfli H5pTUSS)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

Mr. Chairman, a point was made
by the hon. Member for Dambulla
that a large number of these
gramasevakas have been  dis-
missed or interdicted. I do
not know from where he got this im-
pression. Some of the newspapers
said that we were dismissing 500 or
600 gramasevakas. Then the news-
paper figures dwindled from month
to month. Now they are completely
silent. What is the truth about that.
There were quite a large number of
gramasevakas who have not been
confirmed after their period of proba-
tion for various reasons.

@nBa 257, 98, czedd
(sorfF erer. erib. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How long ?

ad NGB cHNED
(Qaerras sarflE H5pTLES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

The confirming authority is the
Government Agent in each adminis-
trative district. There were a large
number of such cases. A few months
ago 179 such cases were sent up to
the Ministry by the 22 government
agents for discontinuance. Each case
was scrutinized very carefully at the
Ministry and there were only 30 dis-
continuances. This story about 500
people being discontinued is some-
thing fantastic. The truth is that
only 30 out of a total number of 3,800
gramasevakas were discontinued at
the end of their probationary period.
In the Matale District not one grama-
sevaka was discontinued. In the
Matale District, which the hon. Mem-
ber for Dambulla referred to, no
gramasevaka was discontinued, but
four gramasevakas are under inter-
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diction today for various offences.
So, Sir, the hon. Member for Dam-
bulla has got his figures completely
wrong.

I repeat that it is not the intention
of the Government to do away with
the Gramasevaka Service. It is the
intention of the Government, and the
policy we are following is, to im-
prove the service, make it better, and
provide the gramasevakas with more
and more amenities.

Two hon. Members from the North,
the hon. Member for Uduppiddi (Mr.
Sivasithamparam) and the hon.
Member for Kayts (Mr. V. Navarat-
nam), asked that the question of con-
cessions, such as the payment of a
rent allowance and promotion, be
considered. We are most certainly
considering all those demands made
by the various gramasevakas’ unions.
Some of the demands have already
been granted and others are under
examination. It is our intention to
make the Gramasevaka Service a
really efficient one.

e Y. 8. cuels
(srfG orevr. ertb. QUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Do you propose to give them
offices, clerical assistance, and so on ?

ady @Dl COBNGD

(Qaerras srfpls FSpTLES)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

It is easy for the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota to say, “Give them
offices and residences ”. When 1 was
in the Opposition and when the
S. L. F. P. Government introduced
the system of gramasevakas, I think
I must have made two or three
speeches from that side of the House
insisting on offices and residences.

@nBw Y. DO. cwedd
(soor &5 erer. ertb. QuBrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

So why do you not implement
them now ?
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AéL PGB cDBNGD

(Qzerren sOTH S5 HSETLEGS)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

You did not do so for five years. As
soon as I became the Minister in
charge of the gramasevakas I put the
proposal before my Government. But
there are 3,800 gramasevakas, and to
give them official residences and
offices would mean a huge sum of
money.

OCH & 9HIERD .
(Ban. Qevewel] @enreur ser)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
How much ?

o8 @reh NG

(Qsorres sarfls S&pTLSS)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

At the rate of Rs. 15,000 per
building, for 4,000 gramasevakas we
would require a sum of about Rs. 60
million.

& D5y, DO, euseldh
(soor 85 erer. erwb. QuCrmrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How can it be Rs. 60 million ?

ady sl cHsNaD

(Qaarres sorfls SSpTILES)

(' he Hon. Dahanayake)

Is my arithmetic wrong ? We would
require Rs. 60 million for the cons-
truction of residences.

8w O5Y. D8, cxedd
(sar B % erer. erib. QUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Never mind the residences. Give
them offices and clerical assistance.

ol @dh cnuNne

(Qasorrar sarps sspriss)

(The Hon. Dahanayake)

Secondly, I have proposed that they
should be given, wherever possible,
free houses. I have also proposed
that they should be given a reason-
able rent allowance. All these matters

are under consideration byothe Gove
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ernment. We have not ignored their
claims. As you can see yourself, Sir,
many of these are matters in which
the assistance of my good Friend
the Hon. Minister of Finance is
needed.

Now, I come to another subject. The
point was raised about the language
in which a birth certificate is issued.
This is a rather important matter. The
present law is that the language in
which a registrar is authorized to re-
gister events is the language of the
area. Hence birth certificates are
issued in Tamiil i1 the Northern Pro-
vince and in the Eastern Province.

HE&edd @d. 8. A% wdmmem ..
(g e @)

(B @PwrCar gy, o, LewLrr
BT L1 S— 9] & ST SH )

(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
Attanagalla)

Even to the Sinhalese ?

A& e CHBNGL

(Qzorres serps sspruss)

(The Hon. Dr. Dohanayake)

Am I to be blamed for that? If a
Sinhalese child was born in Jaffna in
the year of grace 1962 when the hon.
Leader of the Opposition was the
Prime Miniister and if that child
today gets his birth certificate that
will be in Tamil. Am I to be blamed ?

Gl DY, DO, cue¥dh
(saorBlG erer. erib. QuGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Pere1ra)

That was never done.

ES@&ed] A andsnw S,
(Bpns SPwrGar vesrrrprusgs)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)
That never happened.

aG DB exmsncD

(Qzorrer sorhs Sepruss)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

If a child was born in Jaffna in the
year 1962 when the hon. Leader of
the Opposition was prime Minister of
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Ceylon, calls for his birth certificate
today and finds that the birth certifi-
cate is in Tamil, am I to be blamed
for it ? Do I blame her for it ? No, I
do not blame her.

B8nesy AT NSsNGD T,
(Bmws @pwrCar LIGHTL_TT TI&S)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

What you said is wrong.

adL @wh crENGD
(Qaserras &eor 55l FEJTILIES )
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

That was the law of the land.

B8@cd A Nénwn T,
(Bmwsm &plwrCar LIGHTL_ T T BTII&E)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

We do not agree.

aéL DB CHBNGD

(Qzorrar ser B & SEPTUESE)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

Do you suggest that that child in
Jaffna had a birth certificate in Sin-
hala in 1962 ?

B8ened AL ndsnwm Sa.
(Bmws @PwrGar LIGRTL_T T BTi&E)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

Yes.

adl HDGH CHNGD
(Qserres sarfG SSpTUES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

Who wrote out the certificate in
Sinhala ?

88&ed A wénwn .

(Bmws ApwrCanr LT LTI TGS

(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

Why, we had Sinhala clerks there.
But you transferred them after you
came.

odl @neh cHNGD

(Qzerrer &ooT /55 SSBTUISGE )

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I do not want to argue with
those——
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5802 AT Mbsnwm S,
(B E & plorGeur LIGWTL_T T [5IT &S )
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

You cannot argue.

@dL PDwh HBNGD
(Qeerres SV Jbl &l FEJTILES )
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

—who argue even though they are
vanquished.

p8e duY. OO euedsl
(sor fF erar. erib. QuUGTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

After all you are the old school
master. Do not forget that.

adl @ODeh cHNGED
(Qaarreu SO 5 ) FEPTILIES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

Well, Sir, here are the facts of the
case. Birth certificates are issued in
Tamil in the Northern Province, and
in the Eastern Province in the langu-
age in which they were first written
out by the regisirar.

I shall read the rest of the report on
this particular subject and you will
see what we have done. We have not
remained silent. On representations
made by Sinhalese residents in the
Northern Province and in the Eastern
Province that births and deaths of
Sinhalese are still being registered
in Tamil, it was decided that the
registration of these events should
be in the official language. This
decision came into force on the 15th
of May 1967. So that, we have taken
effective steps.

g. on. 3

If there are any cases where Sinha-
lese residents in the Northern Pro-
vince and the Eastern Province have
not been able to get their birth certi-
ficates in Sinhala, T shall see to it that
they get them in Sinhala.

e DY, 8. euedb
(aorfG erar. ertb. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Even in Amparai, they cannot get
hemaim Sinhala,
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O el NG

(Qsermeu dEamrﬁﬁ BSBIUIGES )

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

Orders have been issued that they
be given in Sinhala.

CCH € @2adm Ow.

(8. Qavevel] @ ewraur gerr)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

They cannct get it in Sinhala in

Panadura in the case of children born
in the hospital.

A BB N
(Qsorras sOrps sspruss)
(The Hon. Ur. Dahanayake)

Then, Sir, quite a deal was said
about the allocation of beedi wrapper
leaves. I am sure hon. Members will
agree with me that this question was
a very thorny one and a very difficult
one for me. The distribution of beedi
wrapper leaves was given to me in
January this year. Up to December
1966, permit holders had been given
permits for beedi wrapper leaves.
Among those 450 are the entrenched
monopolists referred to by the hon.
Member for Colombo South (Mr. Ber-
nard Soysa). There were only 450 of
them. When I was asked to take this
over I was also asked to break the
monopoly. It is no easy matter to
break long-standing monopolies. So,
once again I have acted in accordance
with the rule of the golden mean.
Instead of leaving things as they were,
instead of issuing the quotas to the
same old 450 people, I got reports
on all of them. If I acted on those
reports, Sir, none of them would
have received any quota at all. But
anyhow in order that there may be
no drastic change, I decided to make
cuts in the quotas given to some of
the big monopolists and allot what
was thus saved to small manufac-

turerers.

In this way I have been able to give
beedi quotas this year to 2,550 new
people, whereas the number up to
December 1966 was only 450.

So, if hon. Members criticize this
scheme I can say nothing about it. All
that has been done is to take away
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from him that hath and to give to
him that hath not. I confess, however,
that this is not the best scheme. This
scheme was devised in a hurry. In the
next year I hope to have a completely
new scheme which would take into
consideraltion all the points of criti-
cism made by hon. Members of this
House.

DEZND ceaRen Dw.
(8w Quien’ Qardievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

What about the Rajahs and Maha-
rajahs ?

O sl cOTNGH
(Qaorra sarph SspTLSS)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I propose to completely demolish
the Rajahs and Maharajahs.

pDdw O5Y. 8. cueds
(s@rpl5 erevr. erb. Qulrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You will never abolish the neethi-
rajah.

ad PDeh caznwn

(Qserres sarplls sapruss)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

This is what I propose to do. I pro-
pose to ask genuine beedi workers fto
form themselves into co-operatives
within the next three months. Then,
whatever allocation we have, will be
distributed pro rata among registered
co-operative Societies, also pro-rata,
according to the number of members.

I think you will never be able to
devise a fool proof scheme. As soon as
I announce this I think many people
who are not beedi workers will form
themselves into co-operative societies.
We have to warn the people against
them.

I have not been given more

exchange for 1967 than what
had  been given  for 1966.
I am new asked to distribute

one plate of rice among lten rice eaters.
The only method of allocating
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exchange fairly is to do it on a pro
rata basis to co-operative societies.
That is the only way to ensure that it
does not go to entrenched monopo-
lists and racketeers—to see that it
goes to registered co-operative socie-
ties. That is what I am hoping to do
in 1967.

eCH € 9W2IAD Swa.

(8. Qavevell @enreui sar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

That is good. Then the Minister of
Food can take over the co-operative
societies under the Emergency laws.

ad PDeB BN

(Qsorrer sarpls s5pTUES)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

No. The position has been com-
pletely misunderstood. The Minister
of Food does not take over all types
of co-operative societies? The co-
operative societies I proposed are
going to be workers’ co-operative
societies. I do not think that the Min-
ister of Food has taken over workers’
co-operative societies. That has never
been done.

eC’ € 9HRIAD w.

(8. Qaevel @erreui gar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

He has taken the power to do so.

Q& CINGB CHBNGD
(Qsorres sarps SSpHTUES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)
No.

oCE G Q%@Eam &es,
(8. Qavovel] @ewraui ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Under the Emergency Regula-
tions—Regulation No. 57.

adl @rDnh eNBNGD

(Qzorres sarpf SSHTLES)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

That refers to other types of co-
operative societies, not labour co-
operatives. However itomay.be;dhis
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is the method that I will follow in
1967 and I hope that hon. Members
will give me their full co-operation
in trying to put that measure into
effect.

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
(Mr. Ilangaratne) raised some
very pertinent question about bookies
and racing. In regard to racing it is
true that the previous Government

banned the publication of racing
news——

Hoedd e Ndned .
(Bmes fpPwrCar uer rrpruss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

You were also in that Government.

AG Preh comENEE
(Qaarreas sarfs sspruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

——but it did not legally ban the
holding of horse races. I wish to say
that again, because the hon. Member
for Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara-
naike) is looking hard at me. The
previous Government did not legally
ban the holding of horse races. Now,
the present position is the same as
it was during the time of the S.L.F.P.
Government. The position has not
altered at all.

Hndn DY, 98. cuedsb
(esssmr'gﬁ?,@ @Teor. GTLD. GUG’JJ:T)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why did you not change it for the
last two and a half years ?

S P68 emNeD
(Qsorres serfs sespruss)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

The position has not altered one
bit. The position is what it was in
the time of the S.L.F.P. Government.
There is a ban on publication of
racing news ; there is no ban on
horse racing. What do we propose ?
We are not concerned with what
others propose ; what others propose
others are concerned with. There is
no law banning it. You need not
haveintroduced a law banning it.
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@@o@éﬁfﬁ) &5,
(8. Qomssgar)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Are you going to allow it ?

st qe::@:os% BN

(Csorre ST BB FEHTIIGE )

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

There is no question of allowing a
thing which is permissible.—[Inter-
ruption]. There is no such question
as allowing a thing that is permis-
sible. I do not allow the hon.
Member to enter the House ; he just
enters the House as a matter of right.
You did not ban horse racing; nor
will we ban racing. The position
today is as it was before and as it
shall be in the future.

May I now proceed to the question
of bookies ? The hon. Member asked
me a question with regard to bookies.
I believe that the matter is under
active consideration, but no final
decision has been reached.

I have explained to the hon.
Members our policy in regard to ex-
cise matters and now I want to men-
tion a subject of far-reaching
importance—the question of gun
licences. Now, it is true that
peasants find it difficult to obtain
gun licences. For various reasons
their applications for gun licences
were refused. That position has
been eased very much during the
last two years. Definite directions
have been given to the government
agents that in all cases of genuine
peasant cultivators, gun licences
should be granted. If there is any
genuine case of a peasant cultivator
who has been refused a gun licence
he should promptly bring it to the
notice of his Member of Parliament
or to me and I certainly will see
that that genuine peasant cultivator
is given a gun licence. There is no
question of a bribe to this person or
that person ; every genuine peasant,
if he wants to, must be given his gun
licence. That is one point ; there are
certain very important points. There
are some people who obtain ~oun
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licences and who are yet unable to
purchase guns because this year there
has been no importation of guns. We
are up against exchange trouble.
There has been no importation of
guns. There are a number of guns
in the wvarious kachcheries which
had been surrendered at the time of
the previous Government on an
order by the previous Government,
The previous Government had made
a large number of people surrender
their guns. Under the law, such
surrendered guns, if not given back
within a year, become the property
of the Crown. So, a large number
of innocent peasants whose guns had
been surrendered by them on the
orders of the previous Government,
have now lost the right to their
guns. They cannot claim a cent for
it, and the guns are in the kach-
cheris. They keep on asking for
their guns and sending me petitions,
but the present law as it stands does
not enable me to give back the guns.
S0, I have suggested to the Govern-
ment that there should be an amend-
ment of the law to enable the Govern-
ment to give to the party concerned
or to his heirs, the assessed value of
the gun if that gun had in the mean-
time been destroyed or disposed of
in some other way. I have asked for
an amendment of the law, and that
matter is just now Dbefore the
Cabinet.

There is another important point
connected with gun licences. I have
suggested a moratorium to those who
possess unlicensed guns. There is
provision in the law for such a mora-
torium. What is meant by a mora-
torium is that we shall announce in
the press that those who possess
unlicensed guns should, before a
particular day, make a declaration
before a D.R.O. to the effect that
they are in possession of a gun.
They would not be penalized for
having possessed a gun without a
licence, and they would be given a
licence for further use of the gun. I
have suggested that moratorium too.
So you see, Sir, the gun story
is not a short but a long one, and we
are trying our best to see that our
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peasants are given the guns that
they need, particularly for their
food production.

Several hon. Members spoke
about the kachcheri system. We are
all agreed that the kachcheri system
needs to be reformed. There is a
proposal before the Government to
establish district councils. There is
also a committee, presided over by
one of the Permanent Secretaries,
Mr. Rajendra, which is going into
the question of kachcheri reform.
While that committee is going into
the question and while this question
of district councils is being dis-
cussed, what we are doing at the
present moment is to see that the
administration in the kachcheris is
streamlined. I think we have suc-
ceeded to a great extent in doing
SO.

g. on. 3.45
When I became the Minister of
Home Affairs there were about

70 vacancies in the D. R. Os’ Ser-
vice, unfilled for months. Why ?
Because the Administrative Service
had been established and the
D. R. Os’ Service had been com-
pletely disrupted. Most of the
senior and more efficient D. R. Os’
had left the service for new posts in
corporations and elsewhere. There
were about 70 vacancies unfilled, and
I found that the Treasury too was
not able to give me the 70 men all
at once. So, instead of keeping the
places unfilled, as had happened in
the past, I summoned a conference
and as a result of our deliberations
we decided to enrol into the D. R. Os’
Service Class I clerks with kach-
cheri experience. As a result of
recruiting such Class I clerks with
kachcheri experience, we have filled
every D. R. Os’ post and I think
there is general satisfaction right
round the country with the D.R.Os
who are functioning now.

We have streamlined the kach-
cheri service, particularly in refer-
ence to the food drive, By cgiving
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the more important kachcheris addi-
tional Government Agents and more
clerks to do the additional work.
Thus, while the District Councils
Bill is under discussion, and while
the Rajendra Committee is discus-
sing how the kachcheri should be
reformed, we on our part are trying
our best to carry on the administra-
tion efficiently. We believe in the
maxim of Alexander Pope :

“For forms of government let
fools contest ;

Whate’er is best administer’d is
best.

We are trying our best to administer
as far as our kachcheris are con-
cerned in the best possible way. I
am sure there will be reforms very
soon.

A question was asked by the hon.
Member for Colombo South about
divorce laws, This is an extremely
difficult subject and I studied the
whole question and put up a
proposal for the amendment of
the law based on the re-
commendations of the Divorce
Commission. The  Cabinet has
referred it to the Hon. Minister
of Justice. So, there again we
have done nothing about it. We are
actively engaged in trying to bring
it before Parliament.

There was the question of new
D. R. Os’ divisions and new grama-
sevaka divisions. It is true that there
are certain existing D.R.Os’ divisions
which are very unwieldly. For ins-
tance, our D.R.Os’ division in Uva
consists of the whole of the electe-
rate of Uva-Paranagama, the whele
of the electorate of Welimada and a
part of the electorate of Soranatota
—two and half electorates make one
D.R.Os’ division. There are quite a
large number like that. That an or-
dinary man has to travel 50 miles
sometimes to reach the D.R.O’s office
is all too true. Therefore, I asked
that suggestions made by hon. Mem-
bers for new D.R.Os’ divisions should
be sent to the government agents
and I have directed the government
agents to consult the D.C.Cs. on those
various'oproposals.
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[e& GEhde comzsnwm]

Now, the D.C.Ss have sent up
about 30 new proposals for new
D.R.O’s divisions, and for about 250
new gramasevaka divisions. The
snag is that I am willing to give
these new D.R.Os’ divisions but I need
Rs. 32,000 for each new D.R.Os’ divi-
sion, because I have to give 6 clerks,
one watcher, one labourer, and pro-
vide for the rent of the house,
for furniture and so on. It
costs Rs. 32,000 in the first year for
a new D.R.Os’ division. I need
Rs. 2,100 to Rs. 2,200 for a new grama-
sevaka division., I have asked the
Treasury for money and failing the
Treasury I have asked the Cabinet
for the money. I am hopefully wait-
ing for the money to give all the new
D.R.Os’ divisions that have been
approved by the D.C.Cs.

In conclusion, I thank all hon.
Members once again for having taken
part in this discussion on the Votes
of the Ministry of Home ffairs in such
spirit. I do not think any criticism
that was made was unfair or unrea-
sonable. We hope to profit by the
criticisms that have been made.
Next year we hope to report better
progress.

3955
(y&Qrraari)
(The Chairman)

Is the Opposition pressing the
amendment ?

GEo@ed A wdsnum .
(Bmpws SpwrCar v rrpruss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

No.
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70 2y 5%y, 1 24 UTEGLUGTD 90t ey
wley @ Zorwits Ll L g.

Question, *“That the sum of
Rs. 441,566 for Head 70, Vote No. 1, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 70, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2» wuddnw—wCE® o D—ensHDEnn
Swe®, & 1,24,400

arsguuenin Qo). 2 —ufluneiens QsaeyseT—
Bema i Gsaey, ere 1,24,400

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 124,400

“70 om» &8eud 2 I» udoms wewm
S 1,24,400 = 8¢¢ ¢® edADwO amed W
aw” @ gdmne 8dum G, wmulon
8.

70 2» &8cud 2 8m» wddme ¢o e aA®
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wém ¢
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70 @b s2% UL, 2 gyl QUNEGLUGTID (L L6 a0
ullen @ evorwsts LenfldE L g,

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 124,400 for Head 70, Vote No. 2, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 70, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

=

3 Om wOPDw—uE®» o P—PceA® Bwed,
&. 15,000

ars@uuen @, 3—uflurteerd Gseeyser—
SysaLGurml Geeey, erum 15,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 15,000

“70 2» &8ouB 3 O» wlomw wmew
S 15,000 3 8¢ ¢o eCADwO FMeP D¢
@R’ @ ygdnes S0wmym I, s=mudonm
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70 g %L, 3 b @ITEGLUUGRILD ERUT
15,000 s aawulh Gsrésuu@ors ”  6TgDd
@ al@satu’® ahmstsneneriiulL g,

T0 @ytb S%UUL, 3 2Hb QUITEGLILIGHTLD 2L L a1 gt
uled (RemrwiLs Liewll&SLILILL &

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 15,000 for Head 70, Vote No. 3, be

inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 70, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

71 aﬁa RBu.—ed w GG

1 2 wlodmw—miae &fdc owag ofn
BEHE so gBuaw s, & 2,61,19,205

P71 obh SV —Teul L L1 LIALITeerTLD
Lo FdvLL]

ré@lueTn, (@6, 1.—usoflurendles 2pend@ M
Caugeiapth Wpugses, esur 2,61,19,205

Heap 71.—PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 26,119,205

“711 2 &B8owd 1 O» uwlOmu weWm
. 2,61,19,205 @ e ¢¥ eCADRO aNEH DE
e’ «wn ydmne S0um ¢iY, swmuddn
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71 9 &8cu8 1 2» wd®ema (& eFaA®
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“71 gyb g%y, 1 b QISGUUGRTLD, gHUT
2,61,19,200 oy euleorullh GsidsliL@LIS ? erenild
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71 optb g%y, 1 b uTEGUUGRTID 3L L a0
fov @2erwts ueRllés UL Sl

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 26,119,205 for Head 71, Vote No. 1, be

inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 71, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

9 D wddne—umErH o D—ygN&HLITHD
8wed, &. 22,65,200
ans@uuenn @w. 2.—uflutaead Geaeser—
BemPamn Osdey, e5UT 22,656,200

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 2,265,200

“71 Bm» @Boud 2 9m» wddMmw ©wgwm
S 22,65200 @ 8¢C ¢¥ oF ANwd e DG
Ge” wn e JPam ciw, wmulonm
S,
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cu® omoum MmOwd BBw wy w8 Bewle
@Dém C

“71 gb sy, 2 b @rGUUSIL EGUT
22,65,200 oL almruln Geidsl@Lns ”  of gpID
@ dessUULE aHpsCETeTonIILLSl.

1 o s%ly, 2 b rs@luewd ML
el ulley @%nwL) UelGSILILL .

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 2,265,200 for Head 71, Vote No. 2, be

inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 71, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 9 w@Duw— ©LCH M D—YCA®D Bwed,.

&. 7,30,000
auné@uuend @) 3.—uflureeé GFeeyseT—
ossLQuUI@L  Gsea), esur  7,30,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 730,000

“71 9» @Bow® 3 O» wddma wgww:
G 7,30,000 23 8¢C ¢ oF AWMWO aBEY DE
e’ @ Ydne S0um ¢y, smudom
Ses.

71 2 B8ewd 3 om» w@dme (8 eaAm
cud omduw :O8wd BIw @y «& Howle
aé® G2

“71 @b S%u0L, 3 D UTSGUUSRID LT
7,30,000 <lraandlh Gsiésuu@ns ™ eTaiDd
adl@ efessUULE @ p m&QETETeTIULL &.

T1 @b s%viy, 3 b UISGUUERID L
a2y (@Q%mrwt uevllésUurL .

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 730,000 for Head 71, Vote No. 3, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 71, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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4 9 uldnn—eculne®sy o 38 wowem
et Sr—uym&HDdmm Swed, &. 4,038,000

aursGLUeh @e. 4.—Blandsenss5ne) HeNssEL
LB Bsamauser, Wan® e @mesbleaey, esur 4,03,000
Vote No. 4—Services provided by the

Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 403,000
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d@ essuuLG ammpsGsrereniulL g.
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 403,000 for Head 71, Vote No. 4, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 71, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

72 2 &8w.—oeldwond L»dée

1 2» wddnw—miuw 07 aE cuvadofn
BADE wy ¢Bw E@zm, 4. 40,50,600

72 Qb SGOLUIL|—USQUT T BFrussih
@UTEGLUUeID, @, 1.—uailunerier oen6@EMiu
Casgerapd Ulpuigsasin esur 40,50,600

HEeEAD 72.—REGISTRAR-(GENERAL

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 4,050,600

“72 2 &8ewd 1 9» wlPomw wsewm
S 40,50,600 = 2¢G o o PG “DES DG
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Question, “That the  sum of
Rs. 4,050,600 for Head 72, Vote No. 1, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and

agreed to.

Head 72, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 m» wddInw—wmE®» o D—8DHEDHD

8we®, &. 2,94,000
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Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 294,000

“79 B &Boud 2 2m» wuldmw weam
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Sea.

Bewldsy @535 edDCw

2156

— 2o 380D
72 2» Rboud 2 o wdOWs ¢ odA®
eudB emOum WOwd BBe @ «wd Bowdo
=2E®» Ge.

“T2 b g%, 2 b @NEGLUGT  eRUT
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Question, “That the sum  of
Rs. 294,000 for Head 72, Vote No. 2, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 72, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

73 95 8w.—CO ©CE' E ww eI’ Ce
B§BMNS eenEHenY D

1 2» w@dmwu—mie @257a¢ ouod ofm
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78 opb SOV —UGTONTF®,  @peweid

s pusmss QFrsms 5w sserLh

ans@luend, @e. l.—usflurenfles 2ens@Ehu
Geaugempd WUy s@stb, esum 49,848

HeEap 73.—DEPARTMENT OF MOSQUES AND
MusLiv CHARITABLE TRUSTS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 49,848

“73 D EBcwd 1 2» wdOme wem
S 49,848 @ ®ec cv oCADEO GRS D
Gape” o» gdme 80um I, wwmuddn
&ca.
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“73 b %y, 1 opb eISGUUGDTD, eEHUT
49,848 oL alanullh GeissuuGons ”  eTepDd
@ S@es0ULE aHpsCsTETeTULILL F.

73 b sy, 1 b ens@GLUeh Sl
au2or ey (@ 2merwits el SUULL &

Question, “That the sum  of
Rs. 49,848 for Head 73, Vote No. 1, be
inserted im the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 73, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of otheaiSchedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 16,400

“73 2m @8cwd 2 2 wlIme wed
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 16,400 for Head 73, Vote No. 2, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and

agreed to.

Head 73, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

74 25 &8w—1bag 0o nY B

1 2% wddmne—mie 0zFac ovadofn
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Causarapd Opugsesd, esur 26,67,119

Heap 74 —ExCISE DEPARTMENT

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 2,667,119

“7h Dy &lcsd 1 Dm» wldme wedm
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uestion, “That the sum of
Rs. 2,667,119 for Head 74, Vote No. 1, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.
Head 74, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 518,955

“74 D BBocwd 2 O» uwddme wewm
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 518,955 for Head 74, Vote No. 2, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 74, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 1,887,350
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,887,350
for Head 74, Vote No. 7, be inserted in the
Schedule ?, put, and agreed to.

Head 74, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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HEeap 75.—KANDYAN PEASANTRY
REHABILITATION SCHEME

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 57,856
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 57,856

for Head 75, Vote No. 1, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 75, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Bem@aisn Grave), en. 24,300

Vote No. 2—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 24,300
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 24.300
for Head 75, Vote No. 2, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 75, Vote 2, ordered to stand
of the Schedule. part
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Vote No. 5.—Services provided by the
Department—Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,000,000
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,000,000

for Head 75, Vote No. 5, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 75, Vote 5, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 4,000,000

“75 B @B8cuB 7 D» wuldme wewm
& 40,00,000 2 8ec ¢v o AMWO JNET WE
e’ w» gwme SPum g, wmuden
Bes.

75 O &8cud 7 2» wl@Omwe ¢u edaA®
el omonx Owd BV @Hed Bewe
D &

“75 oy s%WI0L, T b ersGUUeRTD
5. 40,00,000 eirelendp Geissuu@LRs
b N SNesSULLEG @b mEbsmeneniLLL .

75 2yib s%I0L), T G4b QUTEGLLERTD L 6%
ey @2awwits LellEEIUL gl


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2161
duldm emgdun’ wmm, 1967-68

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 4,000,000
for Head 75, Vote No. 7, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 75, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule. -
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i Cagengond pugsesn, . 98,82,353
Heap_ 76.—DEPARTMENT OF RURAL

DEVELOPMENT AND COTTAGE
INDUSTRIES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 9,882,353
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 9,882,355

for Head 76, Vote No. 1, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 76, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 907,000
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 907.000
for Head 76, Vote No. 2, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 76, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 2 wuddMmu—uEH M P—YCR® Bk,
&. 21,000

anms@luend @e. 3.—uflutaars GlFeeseT—
ssLQurpL Gsae), erur 21,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 21,000
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o 2smor ufey @R evorwi) Lianflésl LSl

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 21,000

for Head 76, Vote No. 3, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 76, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

4 D uddmu—ocime®s’np S8 svem
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anms@uuen Qa. 4.—Slwssorssne) SelssU
LB QGseveuscr, WBan® e swey,
R 8,76,000

Vote No. 4—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 876,000
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Question, “ That the swm of Rs. 876,000

for Head 76, Vote No. 4, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 76, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

5 95 u@dmw—ocndne®sy na B85 sswm
o’ &Hr—gehm» Swe®, &. 17,75,000
ngGLUeID @, b.—H2owssensSne) S eiEs

UGl GremarserT—opdasliQuImL  Qemey,
erum 17,756,000

Vote No. 5.—Services provided by tne
Department—Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,775,000

“76 O B8ouB 5 o» wlOmw wewm
. 17,75,000 = 8ee ¢ o ADWR NS DG
@s” wm I we IVum G, =Mzl
51

76 9 &8euB 5 2» wOPmu ¢u o A®»
eud emduw wMOWd BIw @HEE DewWD
DE® G
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17,75,000 <t alanullh Gerésiu@ons ” 6T gnin
@ Se&sLII G 6rh misClsmen et .
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,775,000
for Head 76, Vote No. 5, be inserted in the
Schedule ”, put and agreed to.

Head 76, Vote 5, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 3,369,000
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Question, *'That the sum of
Rs. 3,369,000 for Head 76, Vote No. 6, be

inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 76, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 9m» wddnu—giSn @.25An—CID
8we®, &. 64,62,985

aré@uuemd, @e. T.—Curmernsrs 2406655
— g saLQun@GL CFevey, en. 64,62,985

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 6,462,985

“76 2 Alowd 7 O» wddMw wewm
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“76 oun %0y, T 24b @IGGULETLD @5
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@ NBssLILLE ah psEETeTenUulL gl

76 oy s2w0L), T Qb QIMTEELUILEILD 2L auSawr
lev @2 LeollaéaLluL &i.

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 6,462,985 for Head 76, Vote No. 7, be
inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 76, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Heap 85.—MINISTER OF INATIONALIZED
SERVICES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 876,205
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
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“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10.”
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“There was something more, too—one
further condition. "—

& BasYem 8w srn@e a8 B0d
@B wé os¥0 Sw ezl ool pd
N BIE.

—“No commissions were to be paid to
anybody. All commissions were to go to
the Ceylon Transport Board direct. All
this set out in the letter. The grant of
commissions to wvarious local agents, in
respect of purchases made by the Ceylon
Transport Board, is one of the worst pos-
sible features. With this agreement, all
commissions were to go to the Ceylon
Transport Board. In other words, the
Ceylon Transport Board was to benefit
completely from the purchase of all
vehicles from Fiats.”

wSwsYemnd ab I HPS m»Del
oY mS DEEEY c®eed BHED:

“ Of course, I have not had any infor-
mation as to what are the terms and
conditions under which eventually Ley-
land buses were ordered. 1 sincerely
hope that the commission at least comes
to the C. T. B. It is, I think, a very im-
portant consideration because that is the
basis on which so much dirty work is
being done in the purchase of these
vehicles. I would like the Hon. Minister
to give this House that assurance with
regard to the purchase of Leyland buses. ”
— (OrriciAL ReEporT, 26th August 1966 ;
Vol. 69, cc. 1385 and 1386.)
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“Tf you have not got suitable terms the
conclusion is inescapable that the reason
why less favourable terms are being taken
for Leyland buses is that some people are
drawing a commission. So, in the absence
of any reply from the Minister, the only
conclusion that I can draw is that the
charge has been accepted and there Is,
therefore, no reply to that charge. ”—

[OFFiciAL REPORT, 26th August 1966 ; Vol.
69, c. 1488.]
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

There is no Quorum, Sir.
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House counted and ¢ Quorum not being
present, the Division Bells were ordered
to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present—

q. . 3.45
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(&l rmaeri)
(The Chairman)
How much longer are you going to
take ? There are 14 Members of the

Opposition and 10 Members of the
Government waiting to speak.

e € 9madls Yw.
(5 Qavewell @emrau gar)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I shall discuss it with the Members
of the Opposition during the
Adjournment and find out what can
be done regarding time.

wEENBB

(&G rraeari)

(The Chairman)

The Sitting is suspended for 30
minutes.

del® S0 gPWmED MmImmEmd g EQEDn
cZxY @ . 4300 O BEWID G

sy wiey @ Bossuul®, WBemen
). u. 4.30 wenflée 2yobuwnulh mi.

Sitting accordingly suspended
4.30 p.Mm. and then resumed.

till
38085

( r_gyé&)ﬂ'n‘&mri )

(The Chairman)

Have you come to any arrange-
ment about the hours ?

oG & 9eradRn .
(B Qavenvell (@ ewroun g )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

The Opposition has a certain num-
ber of hours for the Debate, and I
have been asked to continue till I
finish my speech.
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(The Hon. D. B. Welagedera—Acting
Minister of Nationalized Services)

& DEER.

oG € @?mIEA» .

(r@@ Gevewad] & Qi G )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

& gmo g¢ cued BE® ww & B8R
D 65 Con® BenEBROSwmes
R We® IO A @O am sy »E
Cd BeRxdh. €® mben 8w c @
5383 G CoOels—en@ms cef DwsI
go esNeREF—Eut e G ACEeE
B00B i} & HERBD, Coa® B8eHCEx
o8 mew WS sF § oY ol Do’
OB & B Con® wensBny, ®ed
Acew gB guoy @wd0mw SecdsF
¢ woom Y5 dew ge Cooded
@B 8 BeA®Tr. b BESBROB3, &
68m eMIO wensy wxyem whem.
e Aced BHALHESO & e® ywotn
DE®E erNeIB. Oew aGew 8B3®
g5y VosydisY wswned) nnY S
Beel® O wwr)y %HBw sl el ©53c®
énsy. & unydisfesd BwsY
50 emmery . SwlsnOcdny 8
ey e B Bewmdh. SEO8 mww
D BER B BCHEwr) 50T
2055 GBI G¢ BO Guen YO 8d
TR 6 oy . dDensy OB
B0 Jnsy BECE wnlwry ©wlw
2D 6T O . & g’e®d D
2y % v¥sed @Y c® wnlnsy
8@ DD WET O g@ré DI Desr
a7 8 BeamD. ob OB gc €
NS . A AE® oS GO
D@D 6® o Gt A FORDS
Dy 80 NN wwed 96 DDy
ceneB 6@ 5D B W6 B3
f3c &,

a& BWnOBPB), Cooded »RAD
sy 2w HY 5D Bedm .
1966 X528 8 HBer B8R D e
cwxsy g RE® BB Scbi& dd eI
9l ek, &F. 8. VBeedm» mmHB


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2183
SwEdm emPusy wmm, 1967-68
[6cef € @edddm ]
Com® ctf D2 @Hn A Conr®wd &
08 Sd9 (cwmbed »EDW D&
B3 &m0,

ad ePcenesd

(Oserran Gaebssr)

(The Hon. Welagedera)

Sir, I wonder whether it is all
right to discuss this case. It is in
appeal now.

eCW € 9IIAD Sw.

(8w Qovovel] @ emraur ger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I will not be discussing the case.
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« On a view of the facts and law in this
case I find that the plaintiff who has beern
given the right to the status of a perma-
nent employee under the defendant Board
under Section 38 of the Act and who has
been guaranteed by law the richt to con-
tinue in that employment under Section
39 of the Act until such time the defend-
ant Board finds him unsuitable for
employment, has been refused employ-
ment as from 9.1.66—

(a) without such a finding ;

(b) in defiance of the law as it stood
at the time under the Emergency
Regulations ;

(¢) illegally as the defendant Board
was not legally entitled to do so
under the Defence Regulations,

in the result the plaintiff is in law still
in the employment of the defendant
Board.”
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I may conclude this judgment with the
expectation that a responsible Board like
the Ceylon Transport Board will honour
the implications of this judgment.
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(,_,gyé:@gn'afsmf)

(The Chairman)

Is the hon. Member going to a new
point ?

QConSY 5y e,

(B Qonarser)
(Mr. Iiangaratne)
Yes.

WeNBS
(o5& rraari)
(The Chairman)

Will the Hon. Acting Minister move
that the hon. Member for Uduppiddi
do take the Chair now ?

&g. &n. D.28

ad eDEeaes
(Qzersa Qawbssr)
(The Hon. Welagedera)
I move,

“That the Member for Uduppiddi (Mr.
M. Sivasithamnaram) do take the Chair.”

g D 80um» CI, wwmude® Sea.
ey NO&sUILLE D mEGsTaTerULL Sl
Question put, and agreed to.
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Swpg pasGa, . 6. Safgburhd [260
Oy ohsssan] saein STEBE).

Whereupon MR, DEePUTY-SPEAKER left
the Chair, and MR. M. SIVASITHAMPARAM,
[Member for Uduppiddi] took the Chair.

OCoaSDY B Ded.

(8w Qamsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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(Qsorrey Qagvpper euPian)
(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)
80 D& HERD CLEA®E »S ?

OCoaS B Do,

(Bp @omsTsar)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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c8E E&B5Y, et 23 BB B
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(Qsorres Qagvpmer spuwFmian)

(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)
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OCoNSD B e

(B Qomsrgar)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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“Ref. CD/M/108
25th September 1966.
Distribution Manager,

46 Gallon Drums of Shell X-100
SAE 40 and Shell Rotella 40

To meet the current shortage of
Incomil 40 in 64 gallon drums, a consign-
ment of ‘he above Shell products in 46
gallon drums has been imported. These
products will be sold in 46 gallon drums
at the rate at which Incomil 40 is
presently being sold in 46 gallon drums,
1.e. Rs. 7.00 per gallon. It should be issued
under the Shell brand name and wunder
Code No. P. 124.”

Cozn 6B VDY . & eonc sy
Cel WO nTDE WE HRB. c@me ?
DT e & eanE CEy /D D™
A% s8R WmésTm Ren Bew.

“ All dealers requesting for Incomil 40
should first be issued wi'h Shell X-100
SAE 40 till these stocks are over. Rotella
40 can then be released. However, Rotella
40 should be given if a specific request is
made for it.”
c@ime c€ e wrlery ? e® Dy
eFamw ¢y Bearsyexsy “ & 08¢y
85I Olery L& " D&Y D.
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
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(Qaorras Qaga pper suiirian)

(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)
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e ?
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(B Qamsrgar)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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@B Oy, 8. euedd

(srf@ erar. erb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister of Sports had
agreed and he is forgetting his
politics in the process.

OGSy » D,

(5@ Qamsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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(CQaorreas Gageppear subman)

(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)

These are very serious allegations.

QCoaSHN 5 Dcan.
(8@ @Qomsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
They are. Please inquire into them.

CeN® 2O BRWO, @ENO® ™
SRwd 600 @mumMmn @88 B3
MB g8 BN DD, D@ Ben, &
@c8eny Wméxm Ce mbem e Sen®
DEB 6Ges 9 & 8BS,

o0& eDEened

(Qserra Geaalssr)

(The Hon. Welagedera)

& »n NS @® »HO cexym, @O
Gty ACHY .

QC-aIBY 5 e,

(8w Qomsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

»H@ ecxm . 25T 0sYees
Ge5s AEBY BO.

o& ca@OnY Lwion
(Qsorrar GQagevmmper ggw@;ﬁ:r@_fo)
(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Just making these allegations will
not do. Please substantiated them:
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Make inquiries and then they will
be substantiated.
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(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)
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(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)

@8 ¢ B0n, cAcrNdD ©5xeIR.

OGNS B Dean.

(,@@ BEIST Gevr )

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

ged @8 ®um B STOBN BN, 68
s Sen® 6 ACH 6CHB Dwxsyem.
50, 8388 CcwBew’@ 9E8uny '™
3B,

& edcencsd

(Osarras Geauewbssr)

(The Hon. Welagedera)
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CoDemndw 8. 8. 8. HaNDHBY
(& gd)

(Qur&Li . erid. ff. [T&pTHEST—pH
Qi)

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

May I first of all add my thanks
and congratulations to both the
C. T. B. and the Port (Cargo) Cor-
poration? I notice that their work
has improved steadily. The efficiency
and organization that has gone into
them has been creditable. I do not
say that everything is all right or
that in certain respects the condi-
tions cannot be bettered. But certain-
ly we ought to be grateful to the
C. T. B. and the Port (Cargo)
Corporation because in spite of

many difficulties they are doing
their work better than ever before.

I was listening to the speech of the
hon. Member for Kolonnawa (Mr.
Ilangaratne). I was rather surprised
at his reasoning. His complaint
seems to be that there is a fear that
crude oil may be obtained from
Esso. I do not think we are so stupid
as to demand that the crude oil
must come only from an Eastern
European country and not from
a Western European country or even
from some Asian country. What we
want is good and cheap oil. What is
supplied must be the cheapest on a
tender and there must also be a
guarantee that it will be supplied to
us at all times.

For instance, owing to the war re-
cently in Western Asia and the
closure of the Suez Canal we cannot
get oil from the sources from which
we got before. Oil for use in our oil
refinery must be not only on the
lowest tender but also the best oil.
Further, we must be assured of con-
tinuous supplies under all circums-
tances. If on these conditions the
Esso people can supply, then why
should we not accept it ? Why is my
hon. Friend the Member for Kolon-
nawa trying to be a fanatic? What
does it matter from where the oil
comes, be it Esso or Shell, or Russia
so long as we can get the best terms.
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He also expressed the fear that the
Government Stores has called for
tenders for the supply of asphalt
and grease, and the lowest tender
may come from America or some
other Western country. I say it may
even be from Russia or China or any
country that my good Friend favours.
What we are after is the cheapest
and best tender and an assurance
that we will have continuous sup-
plies under any circumstances.

Evidently, my hon. Friend has his
own private feuds and does not
seem to understand the necessities of
our country. We are not prejudiced
against any one country. Our main
concern is, who is going to give it to
us and at what rate. We want the
best and the cheapest from any coun-
try and supplies must be assured
under all circumstances.

He expressed the fear that the
Shell Company may be asked to
submit a tender for oil. That fear is
baseless. I looked up the Ceylon Pet-
roleum Corporation (Amendment)
Act, No. 5 of 1963. Section 4, 5B
says:

“5B. (1) On and after the appointed

date, the right to import, export, sell
supply or distribute—

(a) petrol -

(b) kerosene,

(c) diesel o1l , end

(d) furnace oil,

shall, save as otherwise expressly provi-
ded by or under this Act, vest exclusive-
ly in the Cornoration.”

You will notice that lubricating
oil is not mentioned. The items for
which the Petroleum Corporation
has got the monopoly are petrol,
kerosene, diesel oil and furnace oil.
There is no monopoly for lubricating
oils. Anyone can import lubricating
oil provided they get the import
licence. As a matter of fact the Petro-
leum Corporation under my good
Friend the hon. Member for Kolon-
nawa Imvorted o0il even from
America. Now if the Shell Company
can give us oil, better and cheaper
oil, than Inco we will buy it. What
is the harm ? What is wrong with it ?
Surely it is in the best interests of
the country to get better oil and
cheaper oil from wherever it ig
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available. I am not having in mind
any particular company. It does not
matter to me from where we get the
oil. But what I want to say 1is
whether we get it from Esso or Inco
or Shell, it must be the cheapest and
the best and we must be assured of
a continuous and uninterrupted sup-
ply. That is our position. And even
in the matter of petrol, diesel oil, and
furnace oil, the Act says there is an
exception “ for the sole purpose only
of enabling such importer to
provide petroleum of that class
or description as fuel for marine
ships or aircraft.” So, even these
can be supplied from outside the
Petroleum Corporation. Therefore
my Friend has no complaint. He has
only got a prejudice, and he has a
fear that his personal feuds against
Shell and Esso and others are not
being pandered to by the present
Government in their desire to get the
best and the cheapest supplies. with-
out contravening the law. I will not
go into any further details.

Then there is the story of my good
Friend, the hon. Member for Pana-
dura. I think his story of 11,000
people being found employment in
the Ceylon Transport Board is a bit
of a fantasy. I do not know the facts
and figures but I am certain that
11,000 people could not have been re-
cruited. My information is that
about 3,000 have been recruited.
When more routes were opened up
for the extension of the bus service
to rural areas, naturally more buses
had to be provided and more depots
established.

I understand that the increase in
the staff employed in the depots, in
the workshops and at the head office,
because of the increase in the servi-
ces provided is, about six to seven
persons per bus. So, if you get 500
more buses, there will be 3,500 more
workers employed.

I myself have a complaint about
the training school which was
started with assistance from the
Federal Republic of Germany. I am
sorry to say that this involves the
question of the language of adminis-

Bewidn OIF ©edVC®w
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tration of the C. T. B. and Tamil-
speaking boys—Muslims and Tamils
get a raw deal as regards admission
to and lectures at this Training
school.

This morning I understand that
the hon. Member for Dehiowita had
asked a question from the Hon.
Minister of Home Affairs. That
question also applies to the C. T. B.
There is a principle involved. A
people’s political status is directly
connected to the status given to
their language. I refer to the offi-
cial status given to the language of
a people. For instance when we
were a colonial country under the
imperialists, first under the Portu-
guese, then under the Dutch and
finally under the British, the rulers
languages were the official languages.
The imperialists’ languages were the
official languages then. Our national
languages became what is called the
vernaculars. “ Vernacular” means
the language of the slaves. The
official status given to our languages
also indicated the political status
given to the people, whether they
were Tamil speaking people or Sin-
hala speaking people under the
foreign imperialists. When a people
get their freedom I say that
the language of those people also
gets its freedom. You will see that in
every country the political freedom
granted to the people is reflected in
the status given to their language.

Now, the Sinhalese people will rea-
lize that their language has been offi-
cially granted the highest status and
there is a renaissance in the Sinhala
language because they the Sinhalese
people today enjoy full political free-
dom and status. But the position is
not the same in regard to the Tamil
people. The Sinhala only Act I
emphasise the word “only ” was not
a cultured Sinhala Act. It was an
imperialist Sinhala Act which the
Tamil people have always resisted.
We had never submitted to it.

g. on, 6

Therefore, there was a compromise
—and I think it was a fairly honour-
able compromise—whereby  the
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language of administration in the
Tamil areas was to be Tamil
Although Sinhalese was the “ official
language ”, officially, administratively
the language had to be—it must be—
the Tamil language, which is the
language of the people of the area.
The Rule of the people and by the
people and for the people in the
Tamil areas ecan only be in the
language of the people ; otherwise we
the Tamil-speaking people have no
freedom and no democratic govern-
ment.

After all, Sir, the C. T. B. is a com-
mercial undertaking, and in the field
of commerce the customer is always
in the right. The vast majority of the
people, the customers of the C. T. B.
in the Northern and Eastern Provin-
ces are Tamil, and on the basis that
the customer is always right, the
customers must be served in their
language.

What I am saying is that it is a
thoroughly uncultured, irrational and
imperialist outlook that is being
adopted in the matter of language. It
is Sinhalese imperialism—/[Interrup-
tion]. This is not a laughing matter
but one of great importance—[Inter-
ruption]. Who is laughing ? Asses
can laugh. This is no laughing matter.
The status given to language of a
people is a direct reflection of the
freedom they enjoy. That is why one
speaks of Language Freedom.

We have won our freedom and the
least we are prepared to accept is that
the language of administration in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces
shall be the language of the people of
the area, and that is, the Tamil
language. In the other parts of the
country, the Tamil-speaking people
must have the right—to correspond
to and to be corresnonded with in
their National language.

DNcD .
(9w sra)
(Mr. Tudawc)

o SmmSBNOH, 88 sFDw’
O DE5Y» BeHDr——
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(GL_m&L_ir i BT 6T )
(Dr. Naganathan)
I am not giving way. Sit down.

DNed wn.

(;%7(5 GgiL_mrau)
(Mr. Tudawe)

O BSRPOSB, 8B v nun Oy

WDWEE B WO®BB. asy g3 DD
DO 65Y EmuneeD FRIBMIRS

wOenf ) e Aéswsy o e, DEHND
DY B BotdE B YBBBT Bd e BE
DB S gD, & Oy wéYeny 8
S W, [t HEO]

I am raising a point of Order. You
sit down.

QaessNiad 5Y R

(@GO STEIGHD OJE% S SN )

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The hon. Member
for Matara (Mr. Tudawe) is raising
a point of Order. I think the hon.
Member for Nallur has dwelt too
long on the language problem. He
must now come to the subject of
Nationalized Services.

cePemhla NATHDBY

(Qur&e_ir praprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Yes, Sir. But it is a matter that
has to be referred to over and over
again. Anyway, the matter I wish
to refer to is that in the German
Technical College there is no provi-
sion for Muslim and Tamil boys to
be taught. They have no chance of
going there. Even if they are entered
there, the teaching is in Sinhala
only and they have no chance of pro-
fiting fully by being there though
the donors, the German Government
have made equal provision for Tamil
also. Secondly, in the buses and the
depots, the notices are all in Sinhala.
The flying squads are all Sinhala-
speaking officers in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces and they come
and catch—I think “catch” is the
correct word—the persons who are

20k
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alleged to be doing wrong. The con-
ductor or whoever it is who is said
to be in the wrong makes a state-
ment in Tamil. These people do
not understand it. They take it
down in Sinhala and write their re-
ports in Sinhala. Certainly justice
and fairplay demands that where the
people speak in Tamil the discipli-
nary inquiry should be in the lan-
guage of the people or at least a
man who fully understands the lan-
guage of the people who are being
tried should inquire into any offences.

Sbwegnyed e

(8w dlguepsr)

(Mr. Wijesundara)

Have you allowed Sinhala boards
in the Batticaloa bus stand ?

oeRemNnde BNABNDHBY

(QL_nm&i_im [prsprSer)

(Dr. Naganathun)

I am not going to answer him. I
have no time.

In regard to the allegation made
about buses being imported from
abroad for a consideration or a com-
mission, the example given was the
Fiat Company. That was rather a
sorry example because I know when
the Fiat offer was turned down
certain Members who are directors of
Colonial Motors came and saw me.
They were very much indignant
about the fact that what they had
worked hard for had been turned
down wrongly. Perhaps it had
been done wrongly. Anyway,
they would not be so worried and
troubled if they were not interested
in the very legitimate commision due
to Colonial Motors, who are the
agents of the Fiat Company.

s O5Y. IO, cuveld
(sorfE erer. erd. QuUGrrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is not correct.

©e2eBNnéw HOBNHBY
(Qrd BT Ee)
(Dr. Naganathas:)

That is correct.

I am telling you
from what I know.

BDewdEm O535) SeHVC®
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pndw Y. OO, eweld
(sorp s erer. erb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Let me correct you because you

do not know what you are talking
about.

I was Minister of Finance when the
negotiations took place. We had
nothing to do with Colonials or any
other company. We negotiated
direct with the principals and one
of the conditions laid down, which
they accepted, was that no commis-
sion can go to any local agent but
that all commissions must come to
the C. T. B. That was accepted.

cedemndi NOBNHBY

(Quraim praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Whether you buy it directly or in-
directly, the local agents will get
their legitimate commission. That,
I understand, is the normal business
method. What they probably told you
was, “We will not give you any
additional commission ; we will give
it all to the C. T. B. in the form of a
price rebate”, but there is a legiti-
mate commission that must go to the

local agents. That you cannot get
behind.

aGndw Y. DO, cueddH

(serpl s erar. erw. QuCrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, because the agency gets
transferred so far as the buses are
concerned to the C. T. B. So the
question of agency does not arise.

eeDemNndu BNOBNDHBY

(Q_r&L_i prspmHer )

(Dr. Naganathan)

In that case the local agents—they
were very long standing and honoura-
ble—would have claimed compensa-
tion and the cost of the compensation
would have been added to the price
of the buses. There are certain things
even you do not understand.

Now, Sir I cannot speak about the
racketerring. There may be—I do not
know. I am sure the Hon. Minister
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will be able to answer that allegation
adequately. But this much I know.
About the bus repairs, last year
naturally after the Werahera people
were interdicted under disciplinary
regulations the number of buses re-
paired was less but I understand this
year it has come back to normal.
Besides, Werahera is not the only
place where buses are repaired.
Werahera is the place where they
build bus bodies. The repairing is
normally done in the various depots.
Only very big repairs, very big
overhauls, are dene in Werahera.

@lw sy, 98, cuedsb
(sorflE erer. erd. QuGrrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Speak about things you know.

oeemniw NOBHNLY

(Ouréei praprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I know it very well. Does my hon.

Friend say that no repairs are done
at the depots ?

@Dl Y. 8. cuedd
(soorfB orer. arid. QuUGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Pereia)

Minor repairs are done at the
depots, but major repairs are done at
Werahera.

oeVemnde NHBY

(Ours i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

My friends opposite said that in
1964 the C. T. B. made a profit, but
that in 1965 the profit was lower.
They do not realize that in 1965 this
socialist Government the National
Government, reducad the work-
ing hours of C.T. B. workers
from 48 hours to 45 hours per week
and thereby the workers got three
hours’ overtime extra every week.
They do not realize that the National
Government increased the provident
fund contribution by the C. T. B. in
respect of the workers from 6 per
cent to 15 per cent. If they realize
that they will understand that-amvery
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large slice of the income of the C.T.B.
was spent to benefit the workers. It
is very strange that the so called
progressives on that side of the
House should make this criticism and
protest against this kind of social and
trade Union benefits conferred by
this Government on its workers.

@addn Y. 0. cueds
(sr & erer. erd. QuGrTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Who said it ?

eoDemnden MABNDBY
(GLréi prsprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

You do not understand what we
have done. You are only crilicizing.

Now, I want to say a word about
the Kankesanturai "harbour. The
Ministry of Nationalized Services is
in charge of harbour building or
harbour engneering work. After a
prolonged and scandalous delay
by the previous Government, the
construction of the Kankesanturai
harbour was sanctioned by this
Government two and a half years
ago, but I do not see anything
tangible being done about it. It is
not the fault of the Government but
the fault of certain executives in the
harbour engineering department.
They cannot be allowed to do as they
like and bring this Government into
disrepute or discredit it in the eyes
of the people. I think the Minister
should take note and investigate the
delay in the construction of the
Kankesanturai harbour. Those res-
ponsible for the delay should be
hauled over the coals or even
dismissed.

o edconed

(Qzerres QouewOs i)

(The Hon. Welagedera)
Work will start this year.

HNnde IuY. BB, cmelsb
(srff erer. erib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. DPerera)

Iothink. you were satisfied with it.
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ecDemDnBe BNABNDBY

(QLr&L_iT [T BT Ser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Not till it actually starts and pro-
gresses. 1 congratulated the Port
(Cargo) Corporation because today
it is better organized and more dis-
ciplined, and much more work is
being done now than before. But
for some reason the chief man there
is always being pilloried and un-
necessarily criticized. — [Interrup-
tion]. My hon. Friend’s remark re-
minds me of the Galle harbour. The
Galle harbour was nationalized when
my good Friend the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota was Minister of Finance.

@8e Y. 8. cuedd

(soor B orer. erib. QUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We wanted to nationalize the
Trincomalee harbour also.

ek BN HDBY

(Qur&Lii prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

He said that the rebate of two cents
per 1lb. given for the 75 million
pounds of tea then exported from the
Galle harbour worked out to Rs.
1,500,000 loss. He said that if we
nationalize the Galle harbour we
might be able to save about Rs. 500,000
while spending about Rs. 1,000,000.
What happened ? It cost us nearly
Rs. 1,750,000, and we are continuing
to pay this sum although we are not
exporting any tea from Galle today.
Under the previous arrangement we
had with regard to the export of tea
we would not suffer any loss if we
do not export any tea through Galle.

HnBw OnY. 8. cuweld

(s@rfG erer. erib. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is due to the efficiency of the
socialist government!

©cDemndes BN BNDBY

(QLr&L_iir BrsprH6r)

(Dr. Naganathan)

So, under the brilliant scheme of
my good Friend we are continuing
to lose Rs. 1,750,000 evenothoughowe
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are not exporting any tea. It is a re-
curring loss. That is the great calcu-
lation of my good Friend! I admit
that he is a very good economist, a
great financier, but sometimes he
makes mistakes.

Finally, may I request the Hon.
Acting Minister to grant us at lcast
one or two playgrounds for the un-
der-privileged youth in the schools in
Jaffna. It is very difficult to get land
in Jaffna. I have tried my best to
obtain some land for this purpose,
but all my efforts have failed. In
Jaffna land is very expensive. It is
as expensive as in Colombo, or even
more expensive. I do not know what
the reason for this is.

Gnde DBY. 0. cueld
(soorflEB erer. erb. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Pereia)

There are too many capitalists in
Jaffna !

cePemBw BNOBNDBY

(QLr&Li praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

We are devoted to our land and
our language, we value them very
high. So, it is very necessary for the
State to step in and provide one or
two playgrounds both for the under-
privileged school children and for
those who have left school and be-
come young men. I have tried my
best to get a playground through the
Municipality, but evidently they do
not have the funds. Now that Sport
has become a subject under a Minis-
try 1 hope the Hon. Minister will
kindly consider the grant of one or
two playgrounds in the North for the
use of the underprivileged school
children and young men in that
area as a prime priority.

e & 6.15
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burupitiya)
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QC G 8B3mEn. o FLOBRPNOE, »HYxY
snsYeed Gl gesnyf 9D DY oD
S BND5Y EEeam BeBDs. O oz
60O IWMO® SHess 0D BodC NSO
Doy Om. deed MO cmed ewd
CEEE e B® Forw® BodE 0o
Gy Bes Heoosy O 8 Bedm 59,
B Deed ® LI We®r D BB BB HHs
@& ob GOBPMecHsY 9F o ES2.
Ge®E W WEB) GO g8 geathdenwe
WO 65NEDB. 6¢Pg WS WED®
GO thden S O g BT S
w&. derns c@B MBO S WE® &5 ®
g HOWM® gé grY¢®d mony 8Rwd
Sxn B BHS @BEY O Gz
BNED D6 mBOD BodE XND e ®
SOW® g3¢m® AR HEEEB ob O
DO & 6@ gt NedE O DEBIh.
& a® DS WEBTer) Du®end.

eeDemn e HONDBY

(Q_r&Li praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Do not talk nonsense. You are a
reactionary and a communalist.

&8 IpOEox Y.

(8w Cuied eflarwfman)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

I am a communist. I know what
communism is. Shut up your mouth
and sit down there.

ceDemnii BHGBNDBY
(OL_r&Li BrEsprseT)
(Dr. Naganathan)

You shut up and sit down there.
You are a reactionary communalist
and an arrogant imperialist puppy.

888 5@@530&3 ea.
(8 Cuied il & TP ran)
(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

You do not know what you are
talking about. You think you are a
dictator. You cannot dictate terms
to me. Shut up and sitidewn,

55 6385 (67/8)
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I thank you very much for allowing
me a few minutes.—[Interruption].

»GzY s05Y 6ed G0 BodC 9C C. 8
Bped DO nYedC 6¢8g At
ce6b Y 15 eDHD HBCH.

I have two matters to raise and 1
shall be very brief on them. First of
all, having listened to the Debate,
I appreciate very much that the
U. N. P. has travelled a long way
since the days when they opposed the
nationalization of the bus services.
When one listened to the contribu-
tions of the hcn Member for Watte-
gama (Mr. Weerakoon), one might
have thought that the degree of pride,
the degree of loving care which he
bestowed upon the C. T. B. showed a
completely new approach on the part
of United National Party Members
to the nationalized institutions which

Bewldm 535 SeFIVC®
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they cherish. It shows that they
have certainly come a long distance
even from 1960 when their Hon.
Prime Minister talked about the
difficulties of unscrambling a
scrambled egg. It seems as though
they appreciate very much a diet of
scrambled egg.

The fact remsins that the C. T. B.
has, from its inception, progressively
developed into & magnificient institu-
tion in spite of various difficulties
which have conironted it. That is
true of most of the other nationalized
institutions also under the control of
the Hon. Minister. Since I propose
to restrain my remarks exclusively
to the C. T. B., I do not propose to
talk about the other institutions. One
thing I should like to do is to pay a
compliment to the Hon. Minister, and
I suppose the Hon. Acting Minister
is also entitled to bask in the reflect-
ed glory of someone. I should like to
say this of the hon. Minister. He is
a very down to earth person. He
gives the impression of having a very
tough exterior, of a tough man who
is going to fight communalism single
handed. That is how he talks. But
when it comes down to his actual
conduct of human relations you will
find the Hon. Minister is a perfectly
lovable, and kind-hearted person.
There is not a single person who
went to the Hon. Minister to ask a
favour who came back without also
receiving a ten rupee note out of the
Hon. Minister’s personal funds. [In-
terruption]. They are not members
of Parliament. Members of Parlia-
ment do not get it. They only get
land. I talked about it yesterday. I
am talking about the poor people who
go to him. When a man as a con-
ductor or as a driver goes to the Min-
ister with a problem in regard to his
career, or some such difficulty, which
is placed before him, the Minister will
never let him leave his house with-
out having actually placed in his hand
a ten rupee note. He is a generous
and kind-hearted man, far from all
this talk of toughness and a tough ex-
terior and a man who does not like
strikes. That is how he wins over
the hearts of people. It is a good
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method. I wish all Ministers were
well-off as the Hon. Minister of
Nationalized Services to be able to
afford charity of the same kind.

But when it comes down to admi-
nistrative matters, in spite of the
difficulties of a not very satistactory
board I must say the Minister has
done extremely well. He managed
to extort from the Treasury some
necessary amount of money for the
replacement of ouses. Unless you
can replace your fleet to the tune of
350 to 400 buses per year you will
not be able to maintain even your
existing services. That is a fact. I
think the Hon. Minister is doing
extremely well and carrying on a
policy inaugurated as long ago as
1961. Untortunately, before that we
were still trying to get rid of the
carcasses handed over to us by the
old bus mudalalis who used to be
your mainstay in the days gone by.
I see the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Commerce smiling.

& &». 7.45

Having said that and having compli-
mented the Hon. Minister I wish
him a speedy recovery. I hope he
will be able to come back and bestow
his ten rupee notes once again [as
quickly as possible. The constituents
I send to him are missing him. They
cannot receive the same treatment
at the hands of the Hon. Acting
Minister who is, perhaps, not able to
be so generous.

Now, there are two matters I wish
to raise with the Hon. Acting Minis-
ter. They are purely domestic, per-
taining to the Dompe Electorate. The
first one is that the Hon. Acting Min-
ister has a C. T. B. depot which he
inherited by accident. It is the old
Pugoda mill site. It is the old tex-
tile mill site on which a bus depot
of sorts has been set up, a temporary
bus depot. I am not going to ask him
the awkward question as to whether
the tyres of his fleet would get wet
owing to flood water, because by
answering that question he might
embarrass his Colleague, the Hon.
Minister of Industries and
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Fisheries. - Bat I am going to ask
him this question. There are ap-
proximately forty buses parked on
this site. They have to travel along
a road called the Mandawela—
Pugoda road in order to have access
to and egress from this place. They
traverse that road. All these buses
travel with a board marked “ Depot ”
right across it.

These buses are not permitted to
carry passengers for some reason
which I do not understand. There are
people living along this road who
have no bus services of any sort and
these buses are travelling to and from
this depot. I do not know why the
C. T. B. objects to making money,
however small, by carrying the loads
of passengers who are most anxious
to be carried. I do not understand
why people ought to have to walk
miles and miles when forty buses are
travelling along a road not carrying a
single passenger because they are
prohibited from doing so.

I am not suggesting that you should
run a special service to accommodate
anybody. But if those persons hap-
pen to be travelling along that road,
is there any objection to your carry-
ing passengers and permitting your
conductors and drivers to transport
people ?

The second matter I wish to raise
is also a constituency problem. It re-
lates to the need to do up that road.
The road leading to your depot was
originally undertaken for purposes
of the textile site in the days when
the textile factory was expected to be
installed there. The road was metal-
led in various places. The road is
very broad. But since then the metal
has been removed and the road
abandoned since it ceased to be a tex-
tile factory site. Now you are trans-
porting your forty buses to and from
the new site which you have adopted
for a bus depot resulting in enormous
degrees of tyre wastage and break-
down in consequence of a tvre viving
way. Incidentally, vour buses do mot
have spare tyres. There is no spare
wheel on a single bus. When 2
breakdown takes place the bus is
Halted B3/ the side of the road and the
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bus driver sits out hopetully waiting
for a breakdown van to come to ins-
tal a spare tyre.

My respectful submission to you
would be, the first thing you have to
do is to metal that road. If you
are going to run it as a bus depot you
cannot have a bus depot on an unsat-
isfactory roadway full of potholes,
full of metal shards, destroying your
tyres and breaking up practically all
the services in the Siyane Korale Dis-
trict in consequence.

You must also provide spare wheels
if your buses are going to travel on
this kind of road. I dare say, you
may be right in regard to roads which
are already metal-surfaced and tar-
red, where the road surface is good
and you do not require that kind of
spares. But unless you are going to
do something about this road I am
afraid you are going to be in grave
trouble.

The third matter I am going to
raise is somewhat of a more political
question and that relates to the use of
C. T. B. vehicles at by-elections. You
have got a number of nice new
vehicles which are used, I think, by
the supervisory staff of the C. T. B.
ostensibly to go and check up and see
that the buses are running properly.
I think most of them are Fiats, with
a white number written on them and
the letters “C. T. B.” on the sides.
They are very modern looking vehi-
cles, if I may say so—the kind of
vehicles that I suppose none of us can
hope to possess for many years to
come, unfortunately. I myself can
speak to the fact, but I do not wish to
embarrass people
names or numbers, although we took
the precaution of noting them down
at the by-elections. A number of these
vehicles are made use of almost as
personal property of leading mem-
bers of the U. N. P.,, as personal
transport in the course of by-election
campaigns.

aé eDEewncd

(Qserres QaaQssr)

(The Hon. Welagedera)
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I do not know. I am talking of
members of the U. N. P., including
Members of this House. 1 will men-
tion names if you want, and also
numbers of the vehicles ; but I would
rather not because I am not trying to
make a point; I am not trying to
score a point of that cheap order. I
am dealing with the principle. I do
not know whether they were accom-
panied by C. T. B. officials or not.
They may have been. I do not pre-
tend to know everybody whc is
travelling in those vehicles. I do not
know whether the C. T. B. officials
were giving lifts to those Members
of Parliament ; but if they did, they
did it too often! And it happened in
too many by-elections where we
found individual Members, on polling
day, making use of C. T. B. vehicles. I
am referring to the same black Fiat
cars which the C. T. B. use. Maybe,
the officials did not realize that they
were doing something wrong. Maybe,
the officials thought : Well, if a mem-
ber of Parliament asked you for a
lift, the best thing you can do is to
accommodate him and take him in.
It might have been something like
that.

I think it is a good thing to warn
your officials that such conduct is
undesirable. It may be that they
were even following the practice of
watching Ministers who actually used
their own official cars to conduct by-
elections, a principle which I think is
most unfortunate. I have seen no less
than four of your Ministers in official
cars in at least five by-election cam-
paigns ; on election day they were
touring the electorate in their official
cars. Some of them were even
Mercedes Benz ; not all of them. I
know of a Holden and a Kapitan as
well that were being used.

When C. T. B. officials did these
things, maybe, they thought: if
Ministers are doing these things, why
not we ? But it is an undesirable
practice. I can certainly say that the
Hon. Minister is not one of those who
transgressed the rules. I am not
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seeking to lay charges falsely to im-
plicate anybody other than the
wrong-doers. If this is wrong-doing
on a mistaken assumption that there
is nothing legally wrong in it—it was
the argument raised yesterday—I
sincerely hope that the Hon. Acting
‘Minister will not fall into the same
error of seeking to justify it and say-
ing it is legally defensible.

I am not talking law here. I am
talking of morality.

ad ePeewesd
(Qsorrey QauaGs )
(The Hon. Welagedera)
A moralist !

fed. @d. D’ DFTMSNGD .
(Sl eris. gyi. Lwew LT TIETISS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I do not know. Sometimes we have
no alternative. If morals are some-
thing accepted by one and all, there
is no need to talk of morality in this
House. I thought we all had the same
standard of morals, but apparently it
is not so. I must say I was shocked
to discover this yesterday even if I
have to restate the obvious. However,
it is not necessary for me to tell that
to my Hon. Friend the Acting Min-
ister. I have no suggestions at all to
make affecting him or his Minister.

But the point is this: the officials
of the C. T. B. might very well think,
as certain hon. Members of the
House do, that so long as it is not
actionable in law it is correct con-
duct. I think it is high time we all
adopted uniform standards. I, there-
fore, appeal to the Hon. Acting Min-
ister—there are two more by-elec-
tions coming—at least to see that
these Fiat cars are used to supervise
the working of the C. T. B. and do
not carry any persons connected with
politics on your side, whether they
be Members of Parliament or not.

I remember charges being made
once, long ago. In the 1965 elections
your party organized bullock-cart
processions on the argument that the
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C. T. B. was partisan. For all the
alleged partisanship of the C. T. B,
you won. Let us face it. The election
proved that as far as the transport
of voters was concerned, there was
no loss to your party at all. I am not
complaining against bus drivers or
conductors. I am not talking of their
partisanship. I am not talking of
transporting voters to meetings,
although, perhaps, when we hold
meetings the number of buses that
ply on those routes are somewhat re-
duced. But that is not my grievance,
I am talking of the use of official
C. T. B. vehicles in a wrong way—
their use by Parliamentarians for
purposes of by-elections.

One other matter was raised by
hon. Members of this House on which
I should like to comment, and that is
in regard to the principles of re-
cruitment in the C. T. B. I have more
than once stated that my electorate
has been specially favoured in many
respects by the present Government.
In one respect, we have more defeat-
ed candidates in Dompe who are
directors of government corporations
than in any other electorate. Dompe
is unique, except that the U. N. P.
candidate is still looking out for a
job. Please, if you are considering
any more appointments, appoint him
to some post because he is the only
one who has been left out and he
has a sense of grienvance. He feels it
terribly unfair that all those who
contested whether as Independents
or as candidates for the M. E. P. and
other mushroom parties, have all got
jobs except the U. N. P. man, and
really he is the best of them all with
all his faults. He has no political
vision, but that cannot be helped for
he joined the wrong party. He is the
one man who deserves a job and has
not got one.

I have one other man who also,
perhaps, deserves your attention
—Mr. Tinsy. He is the most senior

candidate for Dompe. He contested
the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike in 1956 for the first time and
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forfeited his deposit. Then he contest-
ed me in 1960 and also in 1965. He
did not contest from your party, so
probably you do not know him. Even
your Colleague the Hon. Minister of
Industries has not been kind enough
to find him a job in a Government
corporation—not yet.

But he had a brother, also from my
electorate. I am not quite certain of
his name, but he was one of the in-
dependent candidates sponsored by
you people to break the votes in
Nivitigala against the hon. Member
for Nivitigala (Mr. Hettiarachchi.)
This gentleman was definitely put up
by your party, and your party has
rewarded him, but in my view not
appropriately. They have made him
a ticket inspector in the C. T. B. He
has no educational qualifications—he
never had. That does not matter con-
sidering the composition of your
board. If you consider the educa-
tional qualifications of those on the
board, those up in the Distinguished
Visitors’ Gallery you will find that
some of them might find it difficult
to become even ticket inspectors. But
of Mr. Tinsy and his brother there
has been a sad neglect on the part of
the U. N. P, and Mr. Tinsy is so
annoyed that he has come and seen
me recently and asked me for S.L.F.P
nomination for any Seat to take on
the U. N. P. because they have been
too ungrateful to him. I beg of the
Hon. Ministers, do something please
to enable Dompe to maintain its pre-
eminence as the refuge of defeated
candidates and corporation directors.
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“ Introduction of ticket machines

In paragraph 149 of Parliamentary
Series 16 of 1963 it was reported that 2,252
ticket machines had been introduced by
December 31, 1962 in thirteen depots and
that the Board will be providing ticket
machines to all the depots by July 1964. ”
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It is called the Report of the In-
vestigating Committee, Werahera,
dated the 3rd September 1964. 1t is a
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report on wastage, production and
grievances of the workers there. Mr.
T. S. Fernando was its Chairman and
there were also others such as Messrs.
I. D. P. Dharmadasa, Kuruppu, Piya-
dasa, Gunadasa, a good many of
whom were workers. They went into
the whole question and submitted a
report wherein they set out the kind
of wastage that is going on there.
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he realizes the immorality of what
has happened. So he immediately
ordered the cancellation of all those
leases. ¢& ¢y By 8O

Y BB GO Gbed D D
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I am sorry, Sir. I was hoping
to finish today, but it does not look
as if I can finish now. Anyhow, I do
not intend to take very long.
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There is tomorrow also.
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(The Presiding Member)

There are other speakers who are
waiting to speak today.
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If that is so, I will not take much
more time. Just one or two impor-
tant matters.
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(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Mr. Chairman, I must thank the
Hon. Minister of Nationalized Ser-
vices for providing Negombo with a
very good bus service. I am quite
certain that the bus service provid-
ed for Negombo is not second to the
service from the City of Colombo to
the outstations. For the excellent
bus service in Negombo I must also
thank the Regional Manager and the
Depot Manager.

I am sorry, however, to say that
the rail service to Negombo leave
much to be desired. They are far
behind time. No doubt the Hon.
Minister of Communications has
agreed to improve the rail service to
Negombo, but as it is, the rail service
to Negombo is 50 years behind time.
I hope that with the active co-oper-
ation of the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications, the people of Negombo
will be provided with a rail service
that they could be proud of.

Now that the Hon. Minister of
Communications has already promis-
ed to improve the rail service to
Negombo, I would urge the Hon.
Minister of Nationalized Services
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also to strengthen the bus service to
Negombo because it has been propos-
ed that Negombo should become the
third district within the Western
Province and that it should also have
a kachcheri. As such I would request
the Hon. Minister of Nationalized
Services to see that the existing bus
service in Negombo is strengthened
with new routes and additional
buses.

I should also like to remind the
Hon. Minister that the Negombo
constituency has been badly neglect-
ed in regard to recruitment to the
nationalized services. I do not think
that anybody from the Negombo
constituency has been recruited for
the last 2% years to serve in any of
the nationalized ventures. I hope that
in time to come at least, some will be
recruited from Negombo.

The hon. Member for Kalawewa
(Mr. Ratnamalala) said that nobody
had been recruited from his electo-
rate, whereas the hon. Member for
Kamburupitiya (Mr. Percy Wick-
remasinghe) said that a number of
persons had been recruited from his
electorate against his wish. What-
ever it be, this only shows that the
Hon. Minister of Nationalized Ser-
vices has recruited persons for the
nationalized ventures impartially.
He has recruited men from the
constituencies represented by hon.
Members of the Government side as
well as from those represented by the
hon. Members of the Opposition.

We all praise him for that
impartiality and I hope that in time
to come a number of people will be
recruited from the Negombo consti-
tuency as well to serve in the nation-
alized ventures, especially the
harbour, the C. T. B. and the
Petroleum Corporation.

While thanking the Hon. Minister
and his officers for rendering good
service to the people of Negombo. I
should like to bring one matter to the
notice of the Hon. Minister. That is
a lapse that has been noticed during
the Madhu festival. Theitransport
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service during the Madhu festival
leaves much to be desired. The train-
bus service has to be co-ordinated in
such a way as to enable pilgrims
from Negombo and other places to
get to Madhu Camp with the least
possible inconvenience.

It often happens that pilgrims are
unable to get buses to or from the
station although, if I am not making
a mistake, there are 17 buses plying
between the station and the camp.
This inadequacy of buses is most felt
on the return trip from the camp to
the station.

So I hope that next year at least,
for the July and August festivals,
more buses will be on this service.
I thank you, Sir, for giving me these
five minutes.

g. &n. 8.15
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It being 8.30 p.M., the Chairman left
the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress ; to sit again
on Thursday, 31st August 1967.
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And it being past 830 Pp.M., MR.
PresmpiNG MEMBER adjourned the House
without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at
8.31 o until 9.30 AM. On
Thursday, 31st August 1967,
pursinant to the Resolution of
tge'z House of 24th August
1967.
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