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House of Representatives
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1965, gaCuauir 8, Qausinelss peio

Friday, 8th October 1965

g @ 100 98 9 acw dd Su @O
MmEDND [0 @0 ofd. 88, .8
S]gmusnsiiad 8,

genu, @p.u. 10 welldé@s Siqug. EUnprust

sjaiiser [@aerges pfwne eul e, ilad,
@s.1.7.] s2venn SMTESE)TEGCT.

The House met at 10 A.m., MR, SPEAKER
[Tee Hon. Sir ArLBerT F. PERIES, K.B.E.]

in the Chair.

88 cEamEs BEDDDY
Fwitnssoul L Lg% rEser

PAPERS PRESENTED

zzn

Regulations made under Sections 62
and 105 of the Factories Ordinance (Cap.
128) —[a& 28. 98. c&:0nZ]

Bmeoun 9m HAw wNE Bewla DE® G2

soullar Qswafsnr SLgHo EmésCaan®
Qoeor 2ol gl

Ordered to lie upon the Table.
Regulations made under Sections 143

and 237 of the Motor Traffic Act (Cap.
203) —[wé 8. ©F. 8. yn&cec]

umelus @9 BFu B Bewla WéW CL

soullar QsweBstr S.gBo @EudsCasamund
Ooerr 2y Zevor Ul L g.

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

eIRTY v SO
Fwitnlssii’ L wler sraser

B1LLS PRESENTED

MOTOR TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL
“to amend the Motor Traffic Act.”
EEosy¥em Gied stinem @8 od 4. €C.

8. pd&cec 888 1965 @xFemwad 19 o
foundisin g 88 Bulu wanude S
Qetrw g @wde Bewlo @ém» L.

2—— ¥ 9445—T48 (65/10)

1065 @xfenidd 8
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o' 8 deacew de’ 8@
Guné@arsg Siewest Gaaroal . eTev. L.

QD= HE UTFETTE) FeFlSlesIILL S
1965 @aCumui 19 gh G589, QFciamiss LoeLD
@oediL ms  renpwis 0SS Bauein®GlLoewr
e SFFLOUL G 6501 BG) oG 6y LD oy 2w I L e
Presented by the Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle,
Minister of Commaunications ; to be read

a Second time upon Tuesday, 19th October
1965 and to be printed.

Y VerEed ol
FenLl LD Q)

SITTING OF THE HOUSE

od o& @l. Swdiam (S¥s @OB
6 O’y SH1EMORBED
Becew WOwm Bae GeSew’my
©EEeluy ) e n)
Co. yi. suweuigar—@urn
T EIS OYIDFF(HLD 19T Fio Y LDE &F T GILD
urgisriny Qaefldlasrs  gowesrgib
LI T T (@/LDGT D& il gifSuib)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Mainister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to

the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence and External Affairs)

(Q@orres

I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 19th
October 1965.”

s’ »a wmS8A Wém L

all@y or@sSwibLiGUDH DS
Question proposed.

S. & 8 oy . (Sre emed®
PBI DL @5YH)

(r@@ G, &3, 9. @&mms&r——@&r@mq
Lo ) CLpSIT(IpLD 9y & GaurT )

(Mr. P. G, B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

Could the Hon. Minister of State,
in the absence of the Leader of the
House, please indicate to us what the
Government intends to have as its
Business for the week of the 19th
October 1965 ? Originally, we were
told that the House was not sitting
in October, but now that there is a
change, may we have some indication
from the Government what its pro-
gra?mme is if it is in a position to tell
us ?
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e’y Qe aced dude

ad 6& @b LwuddAx
(Qeorres Cg3. oy, guiauii gar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Sir, when do you propose to have
the election of Senators ?

DS BN NS
(surprusr oyeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Notice of vacancies will be
announced on the 19th October,
nominations on the 20th, and elec-
tions, if necessary, on the 21st
October.

b e @d. éos@%é)zsa
(Qserrey Cog. oyr. spwaur gear)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We have then to sit on the 20th
and 21st, and on the day before the
20th. We propose, therefore, to sit on
the 19th, 20th, 21st and, if necessary,
on the 22nd October 1965.

o055y Den,

(8. Qaarwear)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Apart from the election of Senators,
the other Business which you will be
taking up will be the routine
programme ?

@G ed. @b LudZAm
(Qserreu Cop. oyi. sweur ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Yes. We propose to take up the
Imposition of Civie Disabilities
(Special Provisions) Bill on the day
the Parliament sits for the election
of Senators because we think
there would be a large number of
Members present on that day and we
could get a two-thirds majority.

eDNOsY O,

(8. Qaariwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I agrea.

Bewidzm Y5

eI ACw 1442
ceodalm @fcn emilrrf wmm

ad & @l LwDZA»

(Gaorrey Ceg. opi. epwoui ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We did not intend to sit in October
but since we have to sit for the
election of Senators we might as well
do some Business.

S@ e SPum ¢, umuldn Ja,
alley BssULLE amnmsErereniuct g.
Question put, and agreed to.

ICBED @Pew egdsD
SDHD)
sofl yBsssaur wCersr
PrivATE MEMBER’S BILL
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE YOUNG

MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS OF CEYLON
(INCORPORATION) BILL

¢35. ﬁoaéaﬁ-w@ﬁf @532:
WDED Ce O F))

(Y

(8@ yf. Somserer-awear—mfauwer
B S Feur )

(Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon—Appointed
Member) ;

I move,

“That leave be granted to introduce a
‘Bill to incorporate the National Counecil
of the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tions of Ceylon’”.

This is the third occasion on which
I am presenting this Bill in this
House. On the two previous occasions
it lapsed owing to dissolutions of
Parliament, but on this occasion, I
think, with four-and-a-half years
ahead of us, the third time I might
be lucky.

D¥msY ehnY ¥ ced Q. (S E®
Ce ®73F)

(8@, of. Onra@ercv—pPHuwer okhsss
eurr )

(Mr. V. Jonklaas—Appointed Member)

88 w'8S wém 2

2ianie B S s

Seconded.

5 Y
poc oo SUNERERENENERG. .

Rt
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& Cotn Bms 0T AC (Boerddm)
smE enifenm

s e Boum ¢y, ummudn Ba.

ey wmm IO ¢gPWMCO wefom ¥é
BDedm cnY, du Qeghn RSV Bowln WI®
c&

D18 B89 wewm 51(4) om f &HDé Bewd
a6 «wdecw exmQfuw wmmm FgAmT® W
Bt iy DOgy EEAC OB dm SISW

cE.
il @) NPESLILLE 61 mié0sTerar L g.
@senug wlsngr psepeny WLHOVEILLILLE,
23R GLL Cauesn @O e 24wl Ll L gl
wlsngn, Mlawp scilr 51 (4) @ B
- YyMsms Qeuausnans sodll, aorerr elessTo
QIDFF (&GS FMLLLLIL G,
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time and
ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing
Order No. 51 (4), to the Minister of Edu-
cation and Cultural Affairs, for report.

& G uds VG
(Coe@idm) B 6D

emsr Fr8s8u warLow (B s)

uCerar

Srr LLANKA SaAHITYA MANDALAYA
(AMENDMENT) BILL

D¢ DA®» ¢ Bew WD ¢SO0 LOWOR
Befla Bewlow Bedm & I goe @ »Ha
[gededmy 27.]

“ em@uw sm ar ©dm 94 Buaba
@ '—[ad&h d8wewmd ]

g e oY swmEta =ém» ci

dl@ Bsren gsbeoadist Qupp dlanrgio
or groougpstenr sirla  erfssiulLg.
[gzed 27] Gz Huw

“ wlsngnr Q@UGumpas QrewLni goenp wHI
Sésuu@uons "—[Qsmumlmﬂm@&rréow].

e, Bendh @ HubuiQuibms.

Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[27 August.]

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time. ”—[Hon. Iriyagolle.]

Question again proposed.
e, ex. 10.8

8. 28. DNed Vwi. (SHmI)

(8. 9. @a. @_ra—urgsop)
(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)
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(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)
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Sir, there are many
hon. Members to speak.

Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-

other

DS BNEDD )
- (FurprUST yaliEar)
(Mr. Speaker)

I have noticed that many
hon. Members repeat what others

have said. If they have anything
new to say, certainly they may
speak.
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(Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)
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(8.  Qui@ Qe rissr—0GarapLy
Qs55®)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

Mr. Speaker, I rise to a point of
Order. I want to point out to you,
Sir, that the smells of the kitchen are
penetrating this Chamber. It might be
advantageous for us to have an
intelligent anticipation of what we
are getting for lunch, but, neverthe-
less, it is a slightly disturbing factor.
I would ask you kindly to look into it.

21 5NEDN
(FuTpTWST 9eulser)
(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member seems to be
having a very keen appetite. Any-
way, I will see that something is done
in connection with that.

AR cen@en e

(,@@ Q@ Q& milionr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It is a distinction that T share with
a larce number of Members of this

House, Sir.

Bewidm @E CedACw
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DO ZNGDDS)
(& Lm Brwsi ol &or )
(Mr. Speaker)

Many hon. Members may have a
keen appetite, but only one hon,
Member has complained. 1 wonder
whether the other hon. Members too
feel that way. Anyway, I will see
that it is looked into.

ad& e, ¢l Luziam
(Osorreas Cgp. . squeui sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We cannot smell and listen at the
same time,

S. 8. 28. el €,

(8. M. Q. erib. Canrg)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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(8. sustsry.)
(Mr. Jayakody)

38 Eded o——
TRHEE Fenmisen—
Tose

TSR 1o [OF
(FuTprusi geurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I wanted to ask the Hon. Minister
to reply now. In all twelve hon.
Members have spoken. The last
speaker repeated many things that
the hon. Members for Kiriella, Yati-
yantota and Matara said. It is not
quite proper. I will have to first see
whether there is going to be any
repetitions in the subsequent speech-
es ; if so, I will have to stop the hon.
Member from repeating points that
have already been referred to.

R edd8 8

1468
—eed®m 86 Hwd®

0. 8. ¢ ctn&en BS8ERD O, (B8R
DY cend)

(8. erb. F. g Qerier Qe ger—
B ayeurmGamre)

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda)

The subject is important and you
must allow the Members the right to
speak, Sir.

WO BN BNy

(FuTprust geurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I am allowing that right. The
Standing Orders of the House are
there and I know what my duties are.
The Standing Orders are meant to
expedite the Business of the House.
As Speaker I have to abide by the
Standing Orders. Certain hon. Mem-
bers might think I am being too hard
on them ; it is not so.

[At this stage the lights in the House
failed.]

We are in darkness now.

¢ cnlBen H8DERB .
(Q@ g Gerder &erger)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I suggest, Sir, that we adjourn for
15 minutes.

WD 5NN D)
(surprusi oouraer)
(Mr. Speaker)

The Sitting is suspended for 15
minutes.

dedd® 30 gmmCd mmOmmEmd e 89dm
CEzY & =, 11.03 © =Om SO Om cd

HEeg. Sone) Gl Bmigsiuie, BemGi
ap-u. 11.03  wenrfaw 20Nl m.

Sitting  accordingly suspended

11.03 aA.M. and then resumed, i

Ssor 8 i

(8. squ&lsmry.)

(Mr. Jayakody)
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(FUTBTUST Seuli 6T )
(Mr. Speaker)

I think we have discussed this
matter fully.

8. 8. @d. 8o s ®wr (6cBRSO)
(8. . . yi. FrCsré57—Cs8Cur
Bpp) | S5
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera—Dehiowita)
There are several more speakers.

DN G
(FUTBTWST OjeulEer)
(Mr. Speaker)

The only thing is that hon. Mem-
bers are repeating what other hon.
Members have already said.

19656 R exNRS 8
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Séeed s .

(85 FrCssaT)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

I want to enlighten the House on
my trip abroad and the culture that
I have picked up from the socialist
countries.

¢ cwmBtn BSTIQ» San.
(B g Cerdgr &peuiger)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

You can stop any speaker who is
repeating.

D% cs.
(8. Ozarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

If spzakers are irrelevant, you can
interrupt.

DS 5NGDDNS)

(FuT Bruss oeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I have been interrupting too often
because I have noticed several hon.
Members repeating what other hon.
Members have already said. Even
though I am not here at times I read
the Hansard, and I know exactly
what hon. Members have said. I have
to follow the Standing Orders. If you
refer to speeches made by speakers
the other day and what was said

today, you will find that what I have
stated is correct.

I shall allow hon. Members to speak
till 12 noon and at 2 p.Mm. the Hon.
Minister will reply. I think that will
be quite sufficient time.

&3, ex. 11.20
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(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon—Dambulla)
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(8. erib. Ilige UTEET LD & & T iF—
Caumouda)

(Mr. M.
Beruwala)

There is only one matter which I
desire to bring to the notice of the
Minister in connection with this
amending Bill, and as such I have no
desire to dwell at length on this Bill.
One thing has been forgotten in
framing this Bill, particularly in the
amendment contemplated under
Clause 11, which seeks to amend
Section 14 of the principal Act.
Under this Clause you will find that
a place has been given to classical
Sinhala literature, classical Tamil
literature, modern Sinhala fiction,
modern Sinhala poetry, modern
Sinhala drama, Sinhala translations,
modern Tamil literaturs, and
Sanskrit and Pali literature.

&8

Abdul Bakeer Markar—

1965 @xexddd 8
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I think that is conceding the fact
that there are only two important
racial groups in this country, namely,
Sinhalese and Tamil. I would also
like to bring to the notice of the Hon.
Minister that there is yet another
community which though it does not
come under either the Sinhalese
community or the Tamil community,
has a literature of its own, and that
is the Muslim community. Neither
Tamil literature nor Sinhalese litera-
ture is ours. We find—I am grateful
to the Government at the time—that
in the national emblem there is a place
for the Muslims as much as a place
for the Sinhalese and Tamils ; but in
this matter our only regret is that
either we are being taken for granted
or completely ignored as a commiul-
nity in this country. I do not think we
come under any one of these cate-
gories. If you could have given a
place for modern Tamil literature
and classical Tamil literature, and if
you could have given a place for Sin-
hala drama and poetry and Sinhala
translation, I cannot see the reason
why we Muslims, who are a different
entity from every angle, have not
l:ée_fln able to find a place under this

ill.

ad &8wewmC G

(Qserra FRALGSTH)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
What is the language you speak ?

eDed RS Yl V.
(@)L 9Lz UTEET Lr&&TiT)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

We have got our own literature
which is different from the Tamil and
Sinhalese literature. As much as in
India you have got a language
called Urdu, which is a combination
of Arabic and Indian languages, we
Muslims in Ceylon have our Islamic
literature, which comprises Arabic,
Tamil and so on ; that is a combina-
tion of two or three languages.

I have discussed this matter with
the Hon. Minister and I say it is
verylamecessary that we must have
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a panel of our, own. The most
important thing is that there must
be a panel of our own appointed as
contemplated in Clause 11. So, as
there is no such provision under this
clause, I do not know whether the
Hon. Minister is prepared, at the
Committee stage, to introduce such
an amendment. I would desire that,
if possible. If, of course, the Hon.
Minister finds any difficulty, I would
appeal to the Hon. Minister to take
refuge under Clause 11 (i) and to see
that a panel comprising Muslims
only be appointed for the purpose.
That is a matter I would wish the
Hon. Minister to consider. I would
prefer to amend this clause at the
Committee stage to include an
Islamic literature panel, but if the
Hon. Minister finds any difficulty in
incorporating such an amendment I
would ask that at least some provi-
sion be made whereby we can have
a panel of our own.

8 en. 11.54

od. DBSeLeBCEec Owr (caiend)

(8.  eaav.  &57Caiau9erdr—Card
i)

(Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai—Kopai)

Some hon. Members have pointed
out certain omissions in regard to
this Clause 11, in respect of modern
Tamil poetry and modern Tamil
drama which, they say, ought to be
remedied by their inclusion under
that clause. There is also yet
another obvious omission regarding
Tamil translation. Sir, literature
grows not merely as a result of
independent work but also in the
process of translations. Having
recognised that Sinhala translations
play a part in the advancement of
literature it would be an injustice
to say that Tamil translations should
not be accorded the same position
as Sinhala translations are accorded.
If T understood correctly what was
said in this House today, I think, was
that Sinhala literature and Sinhala
culture had suffered as a result of
writing names, particularly proper
names, in the Tamil form grammati-
cally as we do in Tamil.o I should

Bewldm 078 Cedace
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reply that Tamil is written gram-
matically and we do an honour to the
Sinhalese word when we Tamilicize
it and put it into the grammatical
Tamil form. That is why we do not
begin—according to our grammar—
any word with “ra” ; we put an “e”
before it. These are Tamil gram-
matical rules which are followed in
writing Tamil.

As far as literature and culture are
concerned, in Ceylon we are a multi-
lingual and multi-religious = group.
Both languages and religions have
been sources of literary and cultural
development. We should recognize
that we are a people with a pluralistic
cultural pattern in this country and
every religion and every language in
this country has an equal right to
have its literature, culture and drama
advanced through this Mandalaya.
All these religions and languages are
national religions and national
languages entitled to equal recogni-
tion.

I should like to repeat now what
I said earlier in this House about
Buddhism. Buddhism, 2,500 years
ago, was a foreign religion but today
it is the national religion. It is not
because the majority of the popula-
tion are Buddhist but because it has
made a contribution to world culture
and world religious thought. In
Theravada Buddhism we find the
greatest contribution to thought,
religion and humanistic culture in
Asia. That is why we give Buddhism
a very high place. It is something we
can be proud of.

In the same manner every national
culture in this country is something
in respect of which all should be
proud. I do not say that we should be
proud of Tamil culture and not be
proud of Sinhalese culture. I do not
say that we should be proud of Hindu
culture and not be proud of Buddhist
culture. As far as Tamil literature is
concerned one can say that it is
equally adaptable for the expression
of all religious cultures. If I may say
so, the five great epics of the Tamil
language are not Saiva epies or Hindu
epicsythree are Buddhist epics and
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some are Jain epics. When we think
of culture we must have a right
attitude towards culture, we must
have the attitude that each and every
cection of the people of this country
s entitled to equal recognition and
equal help from this Mandalaya for
the development of their cultures and
literatures.

&. . 11.58
c5@5Y .

(8. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I want to raise one or two
questions. It seems to me that this
Bill reflects the confusion in the mind
of the Hon. Minister or the person
responsible for drafting it as to what
is the best organizational method for
giving assistance and direction to the
development of Sinhala and Tamil
sahitya. Right throughout there have
been two points of view. The first
view is that we must have a Cultural
Department, a Government organiza-
tion, which will direct, assist mate-
rially and financially and which in
other ways will be responsible for
literary development in this country.
The second idea was that basically
this should be left to the people
concerned, the writers and the
scholars, dramatists and artists and
so on, and that the Government really
comes into the matter to see that
certain funds voted by this House
are properly disbursed and that that
expenditure is properly accounted
for and necessary financial provision
maintained. Right along we have
been trying to stress some sort of
balance between these two ideas of
Government control through a
department and some sort of indirect
control of sahitys development. I
am very sorry to see that the Hon.
Minister has given up the fight. He
has now come to the position where
he wants to make himself not only
the sole symbol but also the sole
organization for the development of
sahitya because this is the sum and
substance of his proposal.

In fact, on the basis of this
proposal, I do not see why we should
have a sahitya mandaloyazcIt should

femnad 8
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be sufficient to have the Hon. Iriya-
golle, or whoever is there in practice
who occupies the portfolio as
slinister. as the Sahitya Mandalaya.
The whole lot of his appointees and
stooges—I would not say “stooges 5
—his appointees would be functioning
in his name.

DSIZNGED D,

(FurpFrusi Sjalrser)

(Mr. Speaker)

(Order, please. The Sitting

suspended till 2 p.M.

4839 28 gpmCD Mm@mEDD g=f BRI
césY, ¢ n, 2 O OB w25y 25 GE.

is

sigaug Swiey @eoL Bgssouce LF @i
9. b, 2 wellEE 27 LTS D D).

Sitting accordingly suspended till

2 p.M., and then resumed.

8éeed S S

(8. FrCs&ar)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

On a point of Order, there is no
Quorum.

e eedace ohemd
OB 8D czfh Gows,
BR800 Beowlo @DED CE.

BEe ompdman DPCRT—

ogmudeacns
cag® Bp ade

genl, erGEenTLILL® BenpGleu e (36v2ev Gl 687
sanLg@e Ufe wefl SigésuUL Go e @GILo e
25 2aw Sl LILC L &

@, Bopladc Q66SS5@D—

House counted, and a Quorum mnot
being present, the Division Bells were
ordered to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present—

e Sch.
(8. Gaerer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You will recall that just before we
adjourned for lunch, I was dealing
with the question—

2D NS

(surprwist)

(Mr. Speaker)

Hon. Members do not seem to be

interested. I am going to ask the
Hen.-Minister to reply after you.
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(B Qaarioer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am interested.

2156523
(surprusr)

(Mr. Speaker)

That is why I am allowing you to
speak.

eV @ch,

( ,qu Qs er ner )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Before we adjourned, I was deal-
ing with the question of the inability
of the Government to make up its
mind on the method by which it is
going to encourage the work of
development of literature. I was
drawing attention to the fact that
instead of allowing the organizations
which are dealing with this matter
to really run affairs, the set-up which
is envisaged for the mandalaya under
the Bill, and particularly in view of
the nature of the amendments, is one
in which all the powers are actually
vested in the Minister himself. He
appoints the members of the panels
he appoints the members of the
mandaelaya ; and the other members
of the mandalaya are the chairmen
of the panels who are really his
appointees. So, in practice, we are
having a ministerial and depart-
mental activity—

a& S8wewmE ¢

(Qsorres milGasrow)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Ten Members said the same thing.

ENBO5Y D¢,

(8. Osarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)
—though the facade has been given
of a public organization. I do not
think it is a satisfactory way of set-
ting about things. I think really we

Bewldm 0578 LedDE®m
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should have more direct participa-
tion by persons chosen by represent-
ative organizations and the Govern-
ment’s policy should be that of trying
to guide, assist and help.

What is wrong in this concept is
also seen in the rather step-motherly
treatment that is being given to all
mandalayas. Here it deals with one
mandalaye and I shall refer to it.
It applies equally to the National
Book Trust, the Arts Councils and
all other wvarious organizations
operating in the cultural field.

I think it has been the habit of
giving a grant of about Rs. 50,000 a
year to this particular mandalaya.
In practice, very little can be done
because the mandalaya itself has to
pay for its own running costs, for
organizing Sahitya days all over the
place, subsidizing publication of
certain books. I think the Minister
must put up a much bigger fight
for a larger allocation of funds in
which he will certainly get our
support.

There is a wise precaution intro-
duced in the Bill that any expendi-
ture over Rs. 5,000 should receive the
sanction of the Minister. I think
that is very wise because there has
been a lot of cliquism in all these.
mandalayas. In practice, apart from
certain symbolic activities organized
by the mandalaya such as book ex-
hibitions and Sahitya days, its real
function has been the distribution of
patronage. Whenever there is money
going out, there is always a fight as
to who should be the recipients. I
agree with the Minister that he
should have the Rs. 5,000 limit for
expenditure by the mandalaya alone
without any sanction. But on that
basis not very much is going to be
done unless you increase the total
amount of the grant.

oS S8woemE @
(Qzorres FlwQsree)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Werave granting more.
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(Mr. Keuneman)

I am very glad to have that
assurance because, otherwise, this
whole thing will become unworkable
and members of the mandalaya
would really be ornamental figures.
The House is never informed who
these members are. We are really
being kept in the dark about it.

The last report I have been able
to discover from the Director of
Cultural Affairs is for 1962-63.
There is no recent report. Even the
last report merely refers to the
organization of the annual sahitya
days and of a grant of Rs. 50,000
that it gives to the mandalaya. How
this money has been spent or in what
way it has been spent, I think even
the Minister does not know. We are
doubly in the dark if the Hon.
Minister also does not know. I am
very sorry there is no clause in this
amending Bill which requires that
the accounts be placed before this
House or, at least, that they should
be given to the Minister so that any
Member of the House who wants to
know how this money has been
spent could be satisfied that the
money has been utilized well. Or
else there should be at least a
representative on behalf of the
Minister or the House or someone to
give us this information. This is
very important.

The Hon. Minister says a larger

sum of money is going to be granted.
There are all sorts of allegations of

favouritism, of cliquism, about the
distribution of funds. This House
will not be able to know what is
actually happening unless we get an
authentic report, and I do hope the
Hon. Minister will consider at the
Committee stage accepting an
amendment or introducing an amend-
ment himself that the accounts of
the mandalaya will be made avail-
able to the House for our information
from time to time.

N enId8 §
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The last point I want fo make 18
one which really flows from a point
originated by the hon. Member for
Beruwala. The hon. Member for
Beruwala referred to the panels that
can be set up under Clause 11 of the
present Bill, the new Section 14 of
the Act which is being introduced by
this Bill. He referred to the question
of what he called Muslim literature. I
presume the panel is in respect of the
language medium—when you say
Classical Sinhala literature, Modern
Sinhala fiction, and Modern Sinhala
drama, you mean the Sinhala medium
Or is it fiction by persons of the Sin-
hala race ? I do not think that was
the idea. I think the language was
the intention. But may I ask the
Hon. Minister what sort of criteria
were in the minds of the drafters of
the Bill when they specified a certain
number of panels and introduced a
covering clause “ any other branch of
literature considered necessary by the
Minister .

We are always told that this
Government has now settled all prob-
lems between the Sinhalese and the
Tamils and that national unity has
also been restored, but there does not
seem to be weightage given to Sin-
hala and Tamil literature in all
matters of the panels. For instance,
there is a special panel going to be
set up for Modern Sinhala drama.
Actually, as far as Sinhala literature
work is concerned, there are three
panels to be set up, Modern Sinhala
fiction, Modern Sinhala poetry, and
Modern Sinhala drama. But in the
case of the Tamils there is to be only
one panel for Modern Tamil litera-
ture. Will the Hon. Minister please
explain why it was necessary to
specialize and departmentalize, or
trifurcate, Sinhala Literature into
three separate panels and to group
Tamil Literature into one broad
panel ?

It is the same with regard to trans-
lations. There is going to be a thing
called Sinhala translations. I pre-
sume these are translations into Sin-
hala of literary work published in
other languages, or does it mean in
tiien‘Tamil language or any other
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language ? Is there going to be no
section that will deal with translations
of literary work into the Tamil langu-
age ? I do not follow the reasoning
behind the setting up of these panels.
Apparently, my hon. Friends in the
Federal Party also do not mind the
rather invidious underweightage
given to the Tamil language. The hon.
Member for Beruwala made a speech
asking, quite rightly, that the litera-
ture produced by the Muslims be
given official recognition. It was a
perfectly just and valid demand.

o0& S8wemE e
(Qsorras FifluGsrée)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

That is Sinhala or Tamil literature.
That is their language.

SO BY ¢,

(8@ Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You allow here for Sanskrit and
Pali literature although nobody is
now writing in Sanskrit or Pali.
When you introduce a special provi-
sion to deal with Sanskrit and Pali
literature, I do not exactly know what
they are going to do, unless it is to
publish the ancient Sanskrit and Pali
texts, make them available in cheap
editions, and distribute them widely.
I do not understand what this panel
dealing with Sanskrit and Pali litera-
ture is going to do. Speaking for my-
self—I speak subject to correction ; I
am no expert in these matters—I do
not know of anybody doing any crea-
tive writing in Sanskrit and Pali.

It seems to me that there is a lot
of confusion and sentimentality in the
setting up of panels. There is a cer-
tain amount of muddle and invidious
thinking. It would have been far
better to have given overall power to
the Minister to set up panels as he
considers necessary or as advised by
his advisers rather than making cer-
tain definite specifications and then
having an omnibus clause at the end

Bewldm O @eFDEwn
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to catch up anybody who might have
been forgotten. I think that is im-
portant because most people feel
rather offended if they have not been
properly recognized, if what they are
doing in various fields is not properly
recognized in the law passed by this
House which deals with the question,

I ask my Hon. Friend to please give
us an explanation as to why it was
necessary to have three separate
panels for three separate branches of
Sinhala literature, only one panel for
all branches of Tamil literature, no
panel for the Muslims. The Malays
are not represented in this House and
there is no one to speak for them.
They do not have an appointed
Member to speak for them. I do not
know what their feelings are in the
matter. The Hon. Minister, of course,
has the power under the clause “any
other branch of literature considered
necessary by the Minister ” to grant
them recognition.

I think behind the drafting of
this Bill there has been a very res-
tricted outlook and confused thinking.
It would have been more helpful if
the Hon. Minister, in introducing this
Bill, had given us some general idea
of what work has been done by this
particular mandalaya and how he
thinks the reorganization of the set-
up under this Bill is going to assist in
improving their work. Otherwise,
what was the reason for these amend-
ments ? Why did these amendments
become necessary—amendments
which give very sweeping and, in fact,
totalitarian powers to the Minister,
including Clause 15 which gives him
the power to issue special and general
directions after consulting the
mandaleya or without consulting the
mandalaya, and which provides that
it is obligatory on the mandalaya to
carry out all such directions.

There is today a vast volume of
publications in the Sinhala language
—a very healthy sigh and something
that, I think, everybody should be
pleased about. A large number of
books in all branches of literature are
coming out. Some of them are good,
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some extremely bad, some porno-
graphic, some quite good translations
of important classical works abroad.

The main concern of the manda-
laya will not be merely dishing out
money but giving some sort of policy
direction to encourage persons work-
ing in the literary field and to make
known what type of novels or
dramas or other literary activity is
most needed today. I think that is
what is lacking. We have got
various schools like the Peradeniya
school, the anti-Peradeniya school,
the Colombo school and goodness
knows how many other schools.
They sometimes distinguish them-
selves by breaking chairs over each
other’s heads, which also may be in
the interests of literature. But what
we really need is a mandalaya with
sufficient authority and which will be
able to give them a general direction.

Now, take the question of transla-
tions. They are setting up a branch
of Sinhala translations ; that is quite
good. But at the same time I
think they should have some general
idea of what type of books should be
translated. Is it to be left to all and
sundry or anybody, or are we going
to consider it from the narrow point
of view of Ministerial direction ? It
is here, Sir, that the composition of
the mandalaya comes. If the man-
dalaya is to consist merely of
appointees of the Minister, where the
Minister uses his own judgment,
then they will really be pure crea-
tions of the Minister, without
independent thinking or independent
authority among persons working in
the literary field, literary workers,
and they will not be able to get their
view across. That, Sir, is the essen-
tial weakness of the thinking behind
this Bill,

Actually, we are not objecting to
the Bill. If the Minister wants to
attempt to reorganize the mandalaya
we will be very glad to help him to
do that. But we do feel that there
should be clear thinking because it
is very important today to be able to
give assistance to thig''“‘creative
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upsurge that is taking place in the
literary field, particularly in the
Sinhala language, a fact which every-
body welcomes,

That is all I want to say, Sir. I
do not want to delay the Minister. I
think the Minister is ready now to
leave for cultural pursuits abroad.
We wish him a happy journey round
the world to Bangkok, and I hope
when this Bill goes into Committee
the Hon. Minister or whoever is re-
presenting him on that occasion, will
favourably consider some of the
suggestions we made for clearer
thinking behind the Bill for giving
Parliament some right to know what
is happening in regard to the
accounts, and for improving the
composition of the mandalaya itself.

DD 5N DD

(FUTpTLST joulSar)

(Mr. Speaker)

I now call upon the Hon. Minister
to reply.

g. wn. 2.20
aé S8wemEC

(Qzerreay FHwWGsTOM)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
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Question put, and agreed to. :
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved :
“That the XRill be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House.”—

[The Hon. Iriyagolle.]

MO wmeOBE WCW FC® CE.
[aSsnean® Qcmznéid 8]

Guweiler orwl Guhpg.

[eunpruar Seanzser sluenn snu&eEyisen].

Considered in Committee.

[M=. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 82 DaxyHew &2 4 2 DasyHw oo

e0guwy LmenB cmdu mOwd BIFw wy

w& Bewlo @Dém CE

1 g anssg@almig 4 b eunesn aenn
wBsrgndller uGLwns Bm&és GauanGGloc 242w
Sl g,

Clauses 1 to 4 ordered to stand part cf
the Bill.

CLAUSE 5.— (Replacement of Section 7
of the principal Act.)

AEND cSBen Sw.
(8. Quie Qeriier)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I move,

“In page 1, line 41, after the word
‘ Minister’, to add the words ‘after con-
sulting the vice-chancellors of the Univer-
sity of Ceylon, the Vidyodaya University
and the Vidyalankara University ;’.»

aé; S8uemE
(Gsorra FhluGsreem)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I do not accept the amendment.

We have had enough of these
universities.
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AENB cendBen Dwn.

(B. Quie . Qerier)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister will notice that
when I say, “ after consulting” I am
not for a moment suggesting that he
is bound to accept everything that
they say. Whatever freedom the
Hon. Minister has obtained for him-
self under the present Bill is not
removed by this amendment.

ad; B8aeamd G

(Qzerres FilwGEree )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

In the original section it is as
stated here.

8518 cn&Ees Dw.

(8. Qui@ Q&milionT )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Will the Hon. Minister be so good
as to read out that section ?

@é; S8weemc e
(Qsorrey mMGsreaem)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

This is what is stated at page 5 of
the original Act, No. 31 of 1958 :

“There shall be five members of the
Mandalaya who shall be appointed by the
Minister ”.

So these five members are appointed
by the Minister even wunder the
original Act.

DEHNE B Den.

(5. Qui@y’ Qsriisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is correct. There is room,
therefore, for my amendment. I am
not suggesting that there should be
representatives of these universities
on the mandalaya. Nor am I asking
that the universities be given the
right to nominate the members. All
that I am saying is, when the Hon.
Minister selects the five members
whom he is going to appoint, that he
consult the vice-chancellors about
the suitability of the persons
concerned. That is all.

Bewidm O5YF @eFVC®
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ad E8weamd C

(Qzerre FilwuGsrae)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

The vice-chancellors might say
something which cannot be accepted.
I will be consulting all those people
interested in literature. I will be
consulting the vice-chancellors of the
universities too.

BN TRt Q.

(Dm. Quiey’ QFriisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Quite right. When I say that you
should consult the vice-chancellors I
am not suggesting for instance that
Sir Nicholas Attygalle is an expert
in the field of Sinhala literature. I am
stating that when the Minister con-
sults the vice-chancellors they will
ask the appropriate persons in the
university regarding the suitability
of the members. The acceptance of
my amendment does not also prevent
the Hon. Minister from consulting
me, for instance, if he wishes to. It
does not exclude his consulting any-
body else. I am only suggesting this
as a minimum. He is not bound even
to accept what Sir Nicholas Attygalle
says.

o S8ueamE e

(Qsarre mFRlwuGsrave)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

In resppect of these five members
I will be consulting various people
but when [ appoint the panels it will
be essential that I should consult the
vice-chancellors or representatives of
the universities.

DE5ND cenBean D,

(8. Quiey,. Qriier)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is Clause 11. I have an amend-
ment in regard to that matter too.
These are the members of the central
mandalaya. For that it is not
necessary that they should represent
either Sinhala literature or Tamil
literature ; but they should be per-
sons capable of exercising a general,
shall 1 say, control over the entire
field, and about that kind of person
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with responsibility as well as know-
ledge and acquaintance of these
particular fields—regarding the ques-
tion of choosing persons of that
calibre—the vice chancellors of the
universities will be able to give him
helpful advice. I am not even
suggesting that he be bound by that
advice. The Hon. Minister’s powers
are not being removed by this amend-
ment. I am only suggesting that he
consult them. I am not suggesting
that he accept their advice or be
bound by it or that they be allowed
to give their nominees or anything
like that. It is the Hon. Minister who
will be choosing these five persons. It
will help him to get persons with
some acquaintance with these various
subjects which are going to be
assigned to these panels and with
the capacity to exercise the necessary
discretion and control over the entire
field. It is for that purpose that I
suggest that he consult the vice
chancellors of these universities.

15611
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BN BHSs
(oys@rreer)
(The Chairman)

The Hon. Minister is not prepared
to accept the amendment.

BN ceaRn Swn.
(8@ Quie- Gerdevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Anyway, I have moved the amend-
ment.

e»O5Y Sean.

(8. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

The Hon. Minister has only told us
that he is not inclined to accept the
amendment, but I do not understand
why. In the course of his speech the
Hon. Minister denied that he wished
to keep all powers in his hands. He
stated that it was necessary to con-
centrate such wide powers in the
hands of the Minister because of the
sad state of affairs that existed earlier
in regard to the mandalaya. They
were responsible to nobody, thew

R ernddE 8
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spent public money as they liked
and so on and so forth. Therefore, it
was necessary for the time being that
these powers should be retained so
that the Hon. Minister could
straighten things out.

I think the request of the hon.
Member for Colombo South is rea-
sonable because who else is there to
consult ? The Hon. Minister told us
that he was a successful author him-
self and has made more than any
other author. I want to congratulate
him on that——

oé S8wemE e
(Qzorrey FRlwGasTreae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I have spent all that ; I am in debt
now.

eOsY e

(2. Gaserwsr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Be that as it may I do not think the
Hon. Minister would claim that he
is the only all-wise and all-competent
person to decide on literary affairs.
Naturally, somebody has got to make
a final decision, but that discretion
is entirely with the Hon. Minister.
Who else is there to consult ? We
could ask that the professors of Sin-
hala and Tamil in the universities be
consulted but it will be far better to
ask the heads of universities.

o8 S8wewmE e
(Qaorrey FilwGasrave)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Not about these five.

CWOBY D
(Bap. Qaerwer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

But it is precisely these five peonl
: e
who have the most important j%bspto
carry out.

My Hon. Friend when he was win-
ding up referred to the sad state of
affairs that exists in this field—fight-
Ing among the people concerned
publication of pornography and
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undesirable books and so on and so
forth. These five people will not be
narrow specialists concerned with
the development of either Sinhalese
drama, Tamil drama or Muslim
drama or things Ilike that. They
should be people of wide literary
culture, people who are able to assist
in the direction of these affairs. In
this matter it would be best to get the
advice of the heads of our
universities.

o S8wemE e

(Qeerres mMlLGQsreve )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

In theory it is so; in practice it is
different.

@D sY s,

(8. Qaerieir)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You are not bound to accept their
advice. I know ‘that when it comes to
practice the most extraordinary
people get appointed. We see how
people get appointed to the C. T. B.
and other institutions. I am not deal-
ing with political appointments. The
Hon. Minister has said that he does
not intend to use this mandalaya for
political appointments. But please
remember that he is not going to be
tthe only Minister of Education that
this country will henceforth have.
Ministers come and go but this law
goes on for ever. Therefore, we feel
that there should be provision in the
law itself to see that the Minister, in
making these appointments, acts
after surveying a wide field. I strong-
ly support the amendment which has
been moved by the hon. Joint Member
for Colombo South (Mr. Bernard
Soysa) and I urge lthe Hon. Minister
not to regard this as a matter of pres-
tige because it has come from this
side, but as a matter that will really
help him. It does not in any way clip
his wings, nor does he lose his autho-
rity in any way, so I do not see why
he should summarily reject it. I urge
him to re-consider the matter.

09 2927 dmMO OWm WE @D, W
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Question that those words be there
added, put, and negatived.

DENE B .

"('?LU Qi @y Qe irdiawr )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Chairman, I have another
amendment to the same clause. I
move,

In line 41, after the words *“five
persons ” to insert the words, “ and one of
whom shall be a member of the Arts
Council,”

HNSHPDS)
(sBrreari)
(The Chairman)

Is the hon. Member referring to
Clause 5 ?

AEZND ctnBeHn .
(D Quiey’ Qeriiewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
Yes.

LB B DS
(oy&S rreeri)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member cannot go back.
We have come to line 40.

AEsnd B .

(5w Quiey’ Qerdievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No, Sir. We can add it at the end
of line 41. That is a body that is also
under Government conltrol.

Gsdq, 3803@6336' C

(Cs6r 76y mﬁsu@&miw)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There are other panels where we

can have them, but not among these
five members.

LT E2 TON
(o) &@rraeari)
(The Chairman)

Is the Minister accepting the
amendmient ?
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(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
No.

1515

AR eendBen O,

(8an. Qui@’ Qeriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Chairman, in support of my
amendment I want to urge the fact
that the Hon. Minister, I believe, in
rejecting the previous amendment,
was unduly suspicious of certain uni-
versities and some of the persons in
charge of—

aé S8wemcE e

(Qserra FRuGsTe)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

No. They will be consulted in other
matters.

B&2nBd oS .

(8. Quie Qerdiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

But what I am saying is that the
same does not apply to the Arts
Council which is a very closely allied
body, in regard to its functions, to
this Sahitya Mandalaya. For ins-
tance, in fostering Sinhala drama or
Tamil drama, apart from the literary
aspects of the matter, the production
aspect of the entire thing requires
the blessings of the Ceylon Arts
Council. Quite a large number of
authors of plays, dramatists, go to
the Ceylon Arts Council with produc-
tions, with plays, of varying quality
—some of them are good, some of
them show indications of promise,
some are certainly reprehensible and
unsuitable—and the Arts Council
makes available to them, in a large
number of cases, the Havelock Town
Senior School which has now become
the centre for the production of
drama in Colombeo.

Obviously, it requires that these
two bodies should function together,
because the Minister is seeking to
foster Sinhala drama and Tamil
drama. There are panels for these

5——agals 9445 (65(10)
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matters, and one of the biggest acti-
vities of the Arts Council is drama—
in fact, the most worthwhile section
of its activities is in relation to
drama, apart from music. That 1s
why I moved this amendment In
order that the Minister may have at
least one representative from the Arts
Council who will enable him to get
the necessary liaison between these
two bodies. It is for that purpose
this amendment is moved.

aé S8ucamE C

(Qaerres FMNLGSTOM)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

The members of the Arts Council
are also appointed by the Minister.
So, I may have them, but I am not
going to make it law.

And o S,

(B Quie. Q&riienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

What I am wanting the Minister to
do, knowing very well that he ap-
points them, is for him to see that
there will be the necessary liaison. I
am trying to provide for it through
the law. I know the matter remains
in the hands of the Hon. Minister and
he may do it ; but he is not going to
be the Minister for all time.

o S8uesamEC

(Qasorres FAwGsrevw)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I will be there for at least 15
years.

AZ5nd oS Sw.

(8. Quire Qeriieuvr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I have no comments to make re-
garding the Hon. Minister’s optimism
in this matter. His reason for not
accepting my amendment is not suffi-
cient. I am pressing my amendment,

00 20 OO W VG AW,
s e Sum ¢l B’ ue T,

=-h
®P2s Qenpser Gsidainn Gaien® Glogyih ez
l@ssLILL® Borsfésice 5.

_ Question, that those words be there
inserted, put, and negatived.
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Clause 5 ordered to stand part o
the Bill. = J

6 @ DosTBed BO 10 2 oxTHe oo
emgles’ umeHB ewduw wEwd BHw
anwd Bewlo Wmdm ¢

6 g anmsssSallmig 10 b eunsad e
wBsngrailer LGHuIs (9wmEs Bouan®R e -2, Jorar
e g,

Clauses 6 to 10 ordered to stand part
of the Bill. =

CLAUSE 11.—(Replacement of section
14 of the principal Act.)

DENE ctnBesn .

(8. Quiey’ QFrievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I move,

“In page 3, line 35, after “ Section 7"
to insert, ‘and after consulting the heads
of the relevant and appropriate facilities

of the University of Ceylon, the Vidyo-
daya University and the Vidyalankara

» N

University ’.

BLNBHDDHESs
£ cg:;é@.rn'armx% )
(The Chairman)

Is the Hon. Minister prepared to
accept that amendment ?

ag; S8wamE ¢
(Osorra; rlwuGsrédwm)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
No.

&1 cenBen Sw.

(8. Qui@. Qrdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister said a little

while ago that he was prepared to
consult these people.

wé S8uemcE

(Qaarrey mflwGsrae)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I will do that on my own:

Bewl Bz 0578 @edACw®
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D&MD owBe Sw.
(D@. Qui@_ OFrdisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is not too satisfactory. In
his winding up speech the Hon.
Minister said that if we indicated
the manner in which we wanted his
powers limited he was prepared to
consider it.

aé 8weemE e
(Qserra milGsrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

We will have to correct the people
in charge of those faculties very
soon,

DEsNnd ceanBen e,
(8. Quiey Qriisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We are not asking the Hon.
Minister to be bound by anybody, we
are only asking him to consult these
people. In regard to Tamil litera-
ture, obviously the professor of
Tamil in the University of Ceylon is
the most appropriate person to con-
sult. In regard to Sinhalese litera-
ture, obviously the professor of
Sinhalese Literature in the Vidyo-
daya or the Vidyalankara or the
Peradeniya University should be ccn-
sulted ; their advice would be useful.
The Hon. Minister may not be bound
by their advice. He may have his own
literary differences in regard to
literary matters. 1 notice sometimes
that people who have different
opinions in regard {tfo literary
matters fight far more bitterly than
those fighting political battles. They
are violent battles.

In setting wup these panels—
whether it is modern Sinhala drama
or Tamil drama, or Sanskrit or Pali
literature—I would ask the Hon.
Minister that the heads of the
appropriate and relevant faculties of
the University of Ceylon and the
Vidyodaya and Vidyalankara Univer-
sities be consulted. I am not even
asking him that he be bound by their
advice, but only that he consult
them. Why is the Hon. Minister
objecting to having it stated in law ?
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o E8wemE

(Caorre FilwGsrove)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I have to consult many more
people.

AE5ND eenRen Ow.
(8w Quie Qeriieuvr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You are not limited by it. You
can consult anybody. You can consult
even the hon, Member for Nallur
(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan) or the
hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai
(Mr. A. Amirthalingam) in regard to
Tamil literature.

WMSBDS
(o5& 7 Feri)
(The Chairman)

I am afraid the hon. Member has
not been able to convince the Hon.
Minister.

eDNOBY Do

(8. Qserwar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

We are trying to convince the
House too!

I must also say that the Hon.
Minister is being unreasonable. His
attitude in Committee is certainly
not in the same spirit as when he
made his original speech. I am very
sorry to say that if the Hon. Minister
is going to carry on the Mandalaya
in this same way, the Mandalaya is
going to be a terrible problem.

The Hon, Minister seems to resent
any attempt in law to ask him, or
any other person occupying the post
of Minister, to consult certain rele-
vant established authorities on the
questions concerned. Does he regard
himself as the supreme authority on
Sinhala literature ? Can he state
that he is the supreme authority on
Pali and Sanskrit? Can he state
that he is an authority on Tamil ?
The only persons that should be
consulted are the five persons he will

1965 ®efermdadd 8
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appoint. The law says he can con-
sult these persons. The Hon.

Minister merely says, “No, I would
not.” I ask the hon. Members oppo-
site whether this is a reasonable
attitude. In other words, he wants
to consult people who agree with
him. Obviously, he will appoint
people who will share his point of
view.

3 L

o S8weend

(Qasorrey mfluGsreew)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

The clause reads: “The Minister
may, after consulting the five mem-
bers of the Mandalaya appointed
under paragraph (a) of sub-section
(1) of section 7, appoint such
number of panels and such number
of persons not exceeding twelve to
each such panel as the Minister may
consider necessary ...’ I can con-
fine it to one particular body or to
any other person.

&.
r

o TATOD OT
(8. Qseriver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

That is not the point. After all,
why should the Minister consult only
the flve members he appoints ?
These five people can be removed by
him.

o 8womE @
(Qaerres miflwGasreve)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There are willing people in charge
of these faculties.

e D,

(8. Qsariar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Just as anybody may be Minister,
anybody may be one of the five
members, But we are concerned
with the laws. What the Minister is
saying is that he can consult any-
body. It is not necessary. What we
say is that certain persons who
occupy official positions, and who by
virtueaiof the occupation of those
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official positions are acquainted with
the subjects which are under discus-
sion, in respect of which the Minister
must make nomination, should be
consulted. It should not be left to
the Minister to consult or not to
consult : it should be a duty cast on
him to ask for their opinion and
come to a decision. He has to be
the judge.

I must protest that the Hon.
Minister is being most ungenerous to
this House and is most contradictory
too because first of all he told us that
only in respect of the five persons he
did not want to consult anybody,
and now in regard to the panel too
he says he does not want to consult
anybody else. In other words, the
Hon. Minister is taking a very
totalitarian attitude.

€0 20» OO 29D DG WY, BB Yo B
BPum cfx BYymBa,

©hss Qsrhser Grigsiu. QGasampdingpb
@ elpssublihm, HArrslléasau g,

Question, that those words be there
inserted, put, and negatived.

. cSENEY ® .
GENEAR)
(. .

Carieni_ )

(Mr. A,
koddai)

(28aw’
oA gellmsi—e Q&
Amirthalingam—Vadduk-

I move,

"‘In page 4, line 10, to leave out the
words ‘ Modern Tamil literature;” and
substitute therefor the following :

‘(g) Modern Tamil poetry ;

(h) Modern Tamil fiction ;

(1) Mcdern Tamil drama ;

(j) Tamil translations ;

(k) Islamic and Arabic literature;’”

This means that (h) in line 10—

BeNBBHDs
(oy&Qrreeri)
(The Chairman)

That will be a consequential amend-
ment.

Bewldm 'S DeRDC®
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(@ opbi gellEmin)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
In fact, this was an amendment that
was brought up at the Government

Parliamentary Group meeting. That
is why I am mentioning it.

BINBH )
(ys&@rrFeri)
(The Chairman)

Is the Hon. Minister accepting the
amendment ?

c@EHEBY 0@ e,

(ﬁ@ <A geblma&1Lh)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

This was brought up over two
months ago and it was accepted at the
Government Parliamentary Group
meeting.

aé 88uemE
(Qaerrey wilwGaree )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
I was not there.

@8 EsY a® @,

(8. i gellmaih)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

The Hon. Minister was there. The
hon. Member for Kilinochchi moved
it and it was accepted at a group
meeting.

o S8uemE ¢
(Qaerres mflGasrem )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
I cannot accept anything.

GOENEY 0® Scn.

(8. obi gallmaib)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Whether the Hon. Minister accepts
it or not it is our lookout and I am
moving that amendment.

DE51D oenBen .

(8. Quie’ Qerdevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We support the amendment

whether the Hon. Minister accepts
it .or not.
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(8. Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am supporting the amendment
moved by the hon. Member.

002525 8w BHOBNMBY
(QLorsr preprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

You were there when the amend-
ment was moved.

SO 5Y .

(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What is this, Sir ? Is it a private
fight ? Can we also join in it ?

gSEHCY 0@ Scn.

(8. o Bigaflmsw)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

In place of modern Tamil literature

[Interruption]. The Hon. Minister
must follow what we move.

& S8uemEC

(Qzor ey mﬁu@d‘:ﬂ'é)a})
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Do not try to browbeat. What is it
that you suggest ?

B81d enBen Scn.
(8. Quiey’ Qerdievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am entirely in support of the hon.
Member’s amendment. The amend-
ment has sought to expand the re-
quirements of Clause 11 in regard to
the constitution of panels dealing
with the entire period of Tamil cul-
ture.

25 ®%Y ¢,

(B@. Qserwear)
(Mr. Keuneman)

And Islamic culture.
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D8N ctnlBen dw.
(8. Quie Qsriusr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

And also of Islamic culture. He
wants new section 14 (1) (g9)—
Tamil literature—amended and to add
to that Tamil fiction.

a8ENEY 0@ &wn.

(8w i sellisid)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Instead of Modern Tamil literature.
You have the same thing for Sinhala
literature. And also, add Islamic lite-
rature and Arabic.

&1 emBw Sw.
(8@ Qui@ . Qerdevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

These are the same branches of
literature. He wants, as provided for
Sinhala, to add Arabic and Islamic
literature. I am entirely in support
of the amendment. There is no
reason why we should let the Hon.
Minister merely exercise the powers
under new Section 14 (1) to appoint
any panel he likes. If so, we would
have had one clause saying, “The
Hon. Minister may appoint any panel
he considers necessary.” Since things
are specific here from (a) to (h)
the amendment moved by the hon.
Member for Vaddukoddai must be
accepted. In fact, Sir, if he had not
moved it I would have moved the
same amendment myself.

e DO &

(‘5'7@ Qs erine )

(Mr. Keuneman) .

I am supporting this amendment. I
am glad the amendment has now
been moved. It would almost be
derogatory to the Tamil-speaking
people, as well as to the Muslims of
this country if we do not make
specific and equal reference to their
literature and culture,

oé S8wuemcE e

(Cserrey mFAlwGsTeve)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Whiat'about your masala vadai ?
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@5 Desn.

(8an. Qaerivsr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

In these panels, as I pointed out in
my remarks on the Second Reading
of this Bill, Sinhalese literature is
being divided into three panels and
so there is a high degree of specializa-
tion—for example, Modern Sinhala
fiction, Modern Sinhala poetry and
Modern Sinhala drama. In the case
of Tamil there is only an omnibus
clause, Modern Tamil literature.
Nothing about Modern Tamil drama,
or Modern Tamil poetry. Unless you
give special attention to this, it would

{ be unfair.

wé S8wemE

(Qsorrer milwGsmee )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

If the hon. Member will give way,
there is a matter I wish to explain.

o5y .
(8. Qzerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I have not finished. You will have
time to explain in your reply.

In the case of the hon. Member for

Beruwala, he made a very relevant
point when he said Muslims have
their own culture, Arabic and Islamic
culture. I would like special atten-
tion to be paid to it. They have been
ignored altogether. @ What the hon.
Member for Vadukkoddai moved is
thoroughly reasonable.

As soon as he moved the amend-
ment there was a fight going on there;
I do not know whether it was a
private fight and I was wondering
whether I could join in. Was this a
domestic matter for the Government ?
When a reasonable amendment comes
from the Government side we are
prepared to support it, but unfortu-
nately, when we move the same
amendment they do not want to sup
port us.
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o S8w¢eam@E ¢

(Qaerses mrwbsrae)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Are you satisfied if we drop
Modern Sinhala fietion, Modern
Sinhala poetry, and Modern Sinhala
drama ?

eWBY Och.

(8. Gaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

No. Now he is trying to be anti-
Sinhala also. He was at first anti-
Tamil and anti-Muslim, but now he
wants to be anti-Sinhala also.

8. cad Oy Ewl.y @ (DEDY
o (P8 @@Bed widfelsIim eEH®)

(Dap. 1o. Qagerpper guiFEan—ans 506 ST
P,
werps sriusha)

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia~
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

The Hon. Minister by bringing this
Bill, as you will see in Clause 14, is
attempting to give Sinhala literature,
Tamil literature and every other
spoken language and Arabic literature
a place.

s pQmpifle  gyewssflar  LTTTEns

ofed. @l Rwed e hdrncn Ow.
(@ei®ees)

(B, eTil. Qyif. Lwew LIGH L AT /BTiLIsS—
QsrbCL)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

Arabic is not here.

cu@ OnY Yoy O,

(8. Capdrppar suian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

It is obvious that all these things
must be found a place. You will find
that the Hon. Minister has provided
for Sinhala literature, Tamil litera-
ture, Modern Sinhala fiction, Modern
Sinhala poetry, Modern Sinhala
drama and Sinhala translations. The
amendment moved was ably seconded
by the hon. Third Member {for
Colombo Central. The amendment is
that, we should delete the word
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“literature ” in line 11 of Clause 14—-
that is, for “Modern Tamil litera-
ture” substitute “Modern Tamil
poetry ”; then substitute modern
Tamil fiction, modern Tamil drama,
Tamil translations, and Islamic and
Arabic literature. We are only by
this trying to differentiate every
section of poetry, literature and
drama. All this is included in
Clause 14, and when you say
“literature ” all is covered. By this
we are only trying to make specific
compartments for each section of
these. I say it is fair enough, very
fair. After all no room should be
left for any misunderstanding in the
future, or under literature for any-
body to say, “ Well drama is not
coming within this ”.—[Interruption.]
I am speaking in favour of the
amendment. So for all purposes the
Legislature should try to be clear as
far as possible to prevent any mis-
understandings. In fact, the Hon.
Minister has the best of intentions,

and by Clause 14 he gives wider
coverage.

&fed. 8, Daed DL Mdsncw S,
(Bop. oril. Dpi. L w6 LSTLTTFTLUGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He is against it.

o8 OsY Loy @,
(5l5. Qagavpper equiFlian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

How can you speak
Minister ?

for the

2f . @8, Vwed e Wésnwe® S
(8. erll. oyi. w6 LiewTL_rrpriss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Minister spoke loud and clear.

SBCE OBy Lslorn Des.

(5. Qapavpmer sguGiien)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Clause 14 covers all; literature,
drama, fiction, poetry and transla-
tion, but in certain instances it has
not been specifically included, and
the amendment of the hon. Member
is to specifically bring into Clause {4,
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poetry, fiction, drama and transla-
tions, and also Arabic literature. He
has been quite fair because the Hon.
Minister has in principle accepted
that already. I suggest to the Homn.
Minister to accept the amendment.

DO e,

(& p. Qsearer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Hon. Minister made a sugges-
tion which seems to me will not meet
the case. What the Hon. Minister
now wants to do is to have one broad
classification of modern Sinhala
literature, and not to have this
specialization. Now I want to point
out that the idea of three panels for
the three different branches of
Sinhala literature is a good idea. It
is not a bad idea because it helps us
to give specialized attention. What
is necessary is to give the same thing
to the Tamils also. In the case of
Sinhala, you have three specialized
panels, and I do not know why he is
so reluctant——

oét 386@@3@”@

(Qaerrey FiwGls e )
(The Hoen. Iriyagolle)

We have panels for Classical
Sinhala literature, and Classical
Tamil literature, and for Modern
Sinhala fiction and Modern Tamil

Literature. The only difference is
that we have included Modern
Sinhala fiction, Modern Sinhala

poetry and Modern Sinhala drama.
Some of the Gentlemen say they
have been looked down upon.

e ®»OBY .

(‘,@@ @assaﬂss.ir)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I have not finished.
g. . 3.15

aé E8wemE ¢

(Caerres miluGsram)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Really all are covered by this des-
cription, though we have separate

panels for Sinhala literature. But I
am prepared to put them in and say,
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Classical Tamil literature, Modern
Tamil literature; Modern Sinhala

fiction, Modern Tamil fiction ;
Modern Sinhala poetry, Modern
Tamil poetry; Modern Sinhala

drama, Modern Tamil drama; and
so on. But I do not know about
Arabic.

@Y O,
(5. Qserwner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I was on my feet when you got up.

a& S8wewmE @

(Qaarres milwGsmeae )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
But you sat down.

SWHOBY S,

(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I did not sit down. You got up
without looking at anybody, and you
started talking.

a& S8uemE e

(Qaerres mfluGasreae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

You are still standing ? All right.

DO BY O,
(8m. Qsarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

This is not a question of merely
satisfying national pride. In my
opinion, if we want to help the
various literatures, we must have
specialization.

@d[ asw@maé C
(Oserres mflusrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle,
I agree.

DB %Y D,

(8. Qserinsr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You accept it ?
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o E8wemE ¢
(Qsersas miflGlasree)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
I accept it.

D&50d B D

(B Quii@ Qerdiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Are you accepting the amendment
moved by the hon. Member for
Vaddukkoddai ?

oé 8wemE e

(Qaerrey milwQasreaom)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Yes, I accept, and Arabic litera-
ture.—[Interruption.] But when you
say “ Muslim ” it refers to a religion.
You cannot have “ Muslim.” In that
case, you might as well provide for
Buddhists, Hindus, Christians, and
SO on.

gD ARE @8 .
(B YUHH® UTGST LDT&ETI)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

The Hon. Minister is misunder-
standing the subject. @ We are not
against Sinhala and Tamil, but Mus-
lims are a particular community.
That is accepted all over the world.
The Malays also come in. There are
other component parts. That is why
we ask that Arabic also be included.
We do not go as Tamils or Sinhalese.

aé S8wemmd e

(Csermey mifliGsrave)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I agree only to Arabic literature,
not Muslim. This is not a religious
affair.

AEND B .
(8. Quiey’. Qardievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister is not prepared
to accept Muslim. But he will accept
Arabic and Malay ? I think that
would cover what the hon. Member
for Beruwala has in mind.
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geE DS Wb .
(B@L QYUED LTSET r&SIT)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)
No. You do not understand.

&N ewmBketn Dw.

(8. Quir@— Qeriiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Will you accept Malay as well ? If
you say ‘ Arabic and Malay’, I think
that will cover your problem.

@& S8weemE G
(Qaerres miflGsTae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I am accepting Arabic.

AE5ND TRt Dan.
(Q@ Qi @)L GQamrdievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Why not add Malay ?

gded B8 1208 Ocan.

(@)L QYUF® UTEHT LT&GSTIT)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I am trying to say that from the
time of known history we have had
our own culture. But the Hon. Min-
ister wants to confine the amend
ment only to ‘¢ Arabic’. Malay lite-
rature is not covered. Why cannot
he do it when he includes Modern
Sinhala fiction/Modern Tamil fiction,
drama and all that. To us there is
no race. To us there is only one
culture, Islamic culture. We do not
belong to any ethnic group; ours is
a cultural group. All our language,
our literature, is confined to that. You
cannot merely add Arabic and say,

“I am trying to help you”. No. If
you are accepting us as Muslims, as
different from the Sinhalese and the
Tamils, you must then accept the fact
that we are a distinct group, and as
such, we have our own literature, we
have our own culture. Why not con-
cede us that? Arabic is meant for
Arabs; but the Malays and Moors
are there in one group.
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ad S8wemd C
(Qaerrey wmilwGsTeae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I accept Arabic literature, not Mus-
lim literature. Otherwise, we will
have to amend it to suit the Hindus,
the Christians, Pakistanis and others
as well.

DB e,

(8. Qasarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The hon. Member for Vaddukkod-
dai moved an amendment. The Min-
ister suddenly says he is not in favour
of the amendment as it stands. He
wants to cut off the word ¢ Islamig ”.
He must accept the amendment in
toto or reject it.

This House has been asked to de-
cide on an omnyhus amendment
moved by the hon. Member for Vad-
dukkoddai. The Hon. Minister wants
to knock off one part of it. Unless
the Mover of the amendment knocks
it off, what are we to do ?

In any case, I think that what has
been said for the Malays by the hon.
Joint Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) is quite right. I
wish to speak for them. They have
no representative in this House, There
are a number of them in my consti-
tuency. They are making some
attempt to develop a literature of
their own.

oG 6. @l LwdERn
(Qaerras Cgg. 2yi. egwevi sa)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

What is the language ?

OIDOBY Do,
(&m. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

They are using the Malay language.
They used the English language, the
Tamil language, the Sinhala languy-

age, and now they use the Malay
language.
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ad @uY Bolowwy

(Qaorrey 2SS SaIN)

(An hon. Member)

There is no Malay language.

SO ¢dn.

(8. Gaerioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

There is a Malay language which
is spoken in Malaysia. Basha Indo-
nesia is now the official language of
Indonesia. Basha Indonesia is what
that language is called in Indonesia.
Malaysia it is called the Malay lan-
guage. They are both the same lan-
guage. There is a spoken Malay lan-
guage in Ceylon. There is no written
Malay language in Ceylon in the
sense that there has been no written
literature, but an attempt is now
being made. If you are now going
into the question of dealing with Ara-
bic literature, Islamic literature, etc.,
it is not at all fair to ignore the
Malay language. The Malays have
been ignored in every other respect.
They have not even an appointed
Member in this House to speak for
them.

DEND Bt Swn.

(8. Quie . Qeriisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It was I who suggested to the Hon.
Minister that if he is eonsidering the
entire Muslim community in Ceylon,
there are broadly two groups—one
which traces its ancestry to the Arabs
and the other to the Malays. It was
I who suggested that Malay be given
a place. The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
mentioned the fact that the Malay
language is now developing in the
world as a result of its becoming the
official language of an important
state, Indonesia. Basha Indonesia is
now given official status. In Malaysia
the Malay language has been given
official status.

DO ¢,

(8. Oszerwsr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

In Singapore it is
language.

the official
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DEND ctn&Bedn Dem.
(8. Quien’ Qsruisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We have a very powerful minority
community, the Malays. The fact
that they do not have a written lan-
guage and literature at the moment
is the very reason why you should
have a panel for the development of
their literature. In the U. S. S. R. as
well as in China, national minorities
that have not had even an alphabet
have had official recognition for creat-
ing an alphabet for their language. It
was a similar purpose that this Sa-
hitya Mandalaya was supposed to
perform in this country. It is the
duty of the Hon. Minister to take an
interest in the matter and see to it
that the Malays in this country are
given the opportunity to develop
their own language and literature.

DBRoedgBFT e 9w,
(8w, &HrCaaunerdr)
(Mr. Kathiravelupillai)

I am speaking in support of the last
statement that Islamic and Arabic
should be one of the categorizations.
I see the difficulty' of the Hon. Minis-
ter. He is thinking logically that once
you start on a language basis in the
matter of categorizing you cannot
include the religious basis also as
another basis of categorizing. But,
although he is logically correct, cul-
tural patterns do not work on a logi-
cal basis. We must recognize the

existence of cultural patterns in this
country.

Islamic culture is one of the natio-
nal cultures of this country and
should be recognized as such. There-
fore, I say that we should give cate-
gorization and legalization to the

existing cultural patterns of this
country.

o S8wewmE e

(Qsorrar mrﬂ:u@asn‘ai}m))
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There is another section called
T Cultural ” ; this is “ Literary ”,
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8éow’ @S D,

(B d1Gessr)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

May I support that ? Even in the
Soviet Union, where people are said
to be without religion, the Muslims
are recognized as a minority and as
the second largest religious group. As
such, State assistance is given to their
culture and religion. Their language
is taught and their culture is protec-
ted legally.

So, 1 do not see why there should
be any objection to the word
“Islamic ”. There should not only
be the word “ Arabic” but as a reli-
gious group having its own culture,
the word “Islamic” should also be
mentioned. Even if we had the word
“ Malay ”, the word “Islamic” also
should be there.

BRSO
(&G rraeri)
(The Chairman)

Before I put the question, what has
the Minister got to say.

aé E8wemE ¢

(QOserrar FALQSTOd)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

As much controversy seems to have
arisen over this matter and as they
are trying their level best to drive a
wedge between the component parts
of the National Government, I will
accept the amendment without the
word “and”, namely, “Islamic
Arabic Literature”.

GBENEY 0® S
(Sqp. 9B gaflmisih)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
I accept that.

BSBDH
(s@rrFart)
(The Chairman)

Now the amendment reads as fol-
lows :

In page 4, line 10, leave out “ (g)
Modern Tamil literature ” and insert
the following :

“ (g) Modern Tamil poetry ;
(h) Modern Tamil fiction ;
(1) Modern Tamil drama ;
(7) Tamil .translations .
(k) Islamic Arabic literature.”
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g mB00 ewldsn g 09m Daz e
omOum Bwd Hw @Pe @B YA DG
80um» ciny, Bdgw da.

gB 20 dMMO Oy WE WP @D
ye o B0um 8 smuddm S

Do Bw  woowldmimmbowsy, omPdow
BEHeE cmluw mOwd HPe @me, ©®

g e 80um» i, swmuddm Ba.

11 2 Dosy Bw, t.onddmmmiewsy, ed®
s vHmend ewmduw MmOwd BBw @D
Bewlo @D CL

. GauaneQuer WGrAdsuule. GemhEar
anes s Per uGLwrs Qs Buaneugih ol
lBssIULG BorafEaiu L g.

ops5F Qenpser @Quls Gsrésiur. Gaiam@l
oTepid efl@) BSELULE ap pEOlETeTeniLLL g

anssid, Hwsst Quipanm wsTgreler UGS
wrs @Qmés GaemdQugn ol SIGEsHULE

| @D DIERETETenLILLL G-

11 gy aunssib, S sU0UDpaIT g wden s relles
u@Surs Pués Gaian@oloerr 22wl LiLlL .

Question, that the words proposed to
be left out stand part of the Clause, put,
and negatived.

Question, that those words be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

Question, that the Clause, as amended
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 11, as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

12 22 Dony e B8O 14 95 Dowy Hu omey
cmBdrw vmend emlunw mI«d RIw @m
w8 Bowe @ém GE

12 b aursss Bellmig 14 b eunssibaiens
wlsrgneilar u@Huns Qss CaamGQuosr gy 2
(10)/ B (T I 1

Clauses 12 to 14 ordered to stand paw
of the Bill.

BENBRPHSs
(&S rreari)
(The Chairman)

Clause 15 ?

BEzND eLnBen .
(B Quien’ Qerdisr)
‘Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am sorry, Sir. Which clause are
we now considering ?
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B3NSR D S

(Yys@rrFert)

(The Chairman)

We are now considering Clause 15.

A8snd &t .
(,@@ Quiey. GQerdir)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am sorry, Sir. I had wanted to
suggest an amendment in regard to
Clause 13. 1 am sorry, Sir.—[Inter-
ruption].

BB

(oé@rraeri)

(The Chairman)

Order, please ! I know what to do.
The hon. Member should have been

vigilant. We have passed Clause 14
also and we are now at clause 15.

adsnd cmmBe .
(8. Quie_ Qsrisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am sorry, Sir. It was not possible
to hear you.

BHEBDDH
(5L rreer)
(The Chairman)

I am sure I am loud enough.

cu8E 0y Lwllotn .
(8. Qaepper gusEiap)
(Mr, Shelton Jayasinghe)

We heard.

eA®DOsY .

(@mw. Qaarwar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You ars so much closer.

ST P O
(2y&@rraari)
(The Chairman)

We are considering Clause 15. Any
amendments ?

Bewldn V585 QeHAC®
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(ﬁ@j @i @ G]&F{L}&fﬂ’}
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No, Sir. My amendment was in
regard to the system of auditing. It is
a very important amendment that I
have to suggest in regard to thz entire
process of auditing which is one of
the things which the Minister has
very properly introduced in this
amending Bill because he felt that the
funds have not been properly spent.
There are certain matters in regard
to that where I feel that the drafts-
men have omitted to consider certain
aspects of th> whole matter of audit-
ing. The first thing is—

@ac“am’ S Body dca.

(B Qapdrpper guSian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Are we going back now, Sir ?

BE51B ol D

(8. Quim. Qeriisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I could not hear you, Sir.

SR o (O
(Ly&&rraari)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member says that he could
not hear me although I think I spoke
loud enough to be heard by every-
body. It is strange that the hon.
Member did not hear me.

DEBND 0Bt .

(,@@ QUFP@L._ G)af.'ralr&n')
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
We are far away from you, Sir.

2320 R DS
(&8 rrsert)
(The Chairman)

Anyway, I would like the hon.
Member to be very brief.
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CLAUSE 13.— (Replacement of sec-
tions 16 and 17 of the
principal Act.)

Asnd cenBes D,

(Bm. Qui@ Qerwer)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

1 will be very brief, Sir.

I am speaking in regard to the
whole process of auditing set out 1n
Clause 13, which has a large number
of sub-sections. In Clause 13 at
page 5, referring to the accounts
which are prepared by the Mandalaya
we have in new Section 17, sub-
section (2) the following :

“ The Mandalaya shall cause its books
to be balanced as on the thirty-first day
of December in each year and shall,
before the thirtieth day of April of the
following year, cause to be prepared a
revenue and expenditure account and a
balance sheet containing a summary of
the assets and liabilities of the Mandalaya
made up to the first-mentioned date.
The revenue and expenditure account
and the balance sheet shall be signed by
the President and by such officer of the

Mandalaya as may be authorized by the
Mandalaya to do so.”

Thereupon the Auditor-General
will appoint somebody from the Ins-
titute of Chartered Accountants to
audit the accounts.

Now, Sir, there is no purpose in
an audited statement unless it comes
before this House in time for discus-
sion on the annual estimates. There-
fore, I want the section amended to
enable that to happen. What I want
is this : at page 7, at the bottom, there
is sub-clause (7) ; I want it to read
as follows :

“The Auditor-General shall transmit
the auditor’s report together with his
comments (if any) upon, or his supple-
ment (if any) to, such report to the
Mandalaya before the thirtieth day of
June, for which the balance sheet
referred to in section 17 (2) is received
by him ”.

That is the first thing. There are
three processes. Will the Hon. Min-

ister bear with me for a moment ?

The Auditor-General has to get the
report in time. When he gets it he
gives it to the auditors to be audited.
Their report is received by him.
Then he gives it to the Mandalaya,

1965 e 8
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and the Mandalaya gives it to the
Minister. The Minister gives it to
the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives. Therefore it is necessary
while we have made provision here
in section 17 (2) to enable the Man-
dalaya to have its accounts prepared
before the 30th of April, to give a
sufficient interval of time to the Au-
ditor-General to get the accounts
audited. So, I suggest that we give
him two months and require him to
transmit his report to the Mandalaya
before the 30th of June of the same
year. Upon receipt of that report
before the 30th of June—if we amend
sub-clause 8—we can ask the Man-
dalaya to transmit to the Minister
before the 30th of July that report
which they have received, whereupon
we can amend sub-clause 9 to say
that the Minister shall, before the
30th of September of the same year,
that is before the end of the financial
year when annual estimates are being
discussed in this House, endble this
House to have those documents.
g. wn. 3.30

That is my suggestion. Therefore,
there are really three amendments
that I am moving. One is to achieve

that object. At the end of sub-
clause 7T—

oé 8wemE ¢

(Qserren mAlwGsrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Is it practicable ?

DE5ND @wBtn D,

(Bm. Quiey Qeriigr)

(Mr, Bernard Soysa)

It is practicable. The only ques-
tion there would be is to see, first of
all, whether sufficient time is given
to the Auditor-General to audit the
accounts. I think two months should
be sufficient—two months between
the last day on which he should re-
ceive it, that is the 30th of April, and
the 30th of June. Assuming that he
receives it on the 30th of April, he
will have Mav and June in which to
audit it. I think the Auditor-General
or any respectable auditor should be
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able to audit the accounts in two
months, whereupon that report must
be given, if the Hon. Minister accepts
my next amendment, to the Manda-
laya. That could be provided for by
amending sub-clause 8 of the new
Clause 17.

a& S8wemE @

(Q@werras FRlwQasrova)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I do not think I can accept it. It
is too much—[Interruption].

DEEND ce0Beas Scoa.

(Bm. Quiwey’ Qerdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No, no. The Mandalaya keeps the
accounts for one month; in one
month they transmit the report to
the Minister, and the Minister is to
be allowed, by my amendment, two
months—August and September—in
which to go through the whole thing,
make any changes he wants, and have
all the necessary discussions regard-
ing any faults reported on by the
Auditdr-General and report to this
House—

a& S8wean® G
(Qzerras FlluGasrew)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

That can be done, but the—[Inter-
ruption].

PE50d ewBess Scsn.

(8. Quiey Qsrdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

—before the 30th of September. I
myself saw that difficulty. If we
amend only sub-clause 9 on page 8
to say that the Minister shall bring
those accounts and the report before
this House before the 30th of Sep-
tember of that year, then he is
entirely in the hands of the Auditor-
General who is not bound by any-
thing ; he is in the hands of the Man-
dalaya which is not bound by any-
thing. Then we will be asking him
to honour an impossible condition.

BewiBm 58 SeHace
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Supposing they do not send their re-
port in time to him, he will be guilty
of an infringement of the law with-
out having any responsibility in the
matter. That is why I want to
amend the earlier clause making it
obligatory upon the Auditor-General
to give his report in two months, I
am asking that he gives it before the
30th of June. Two months for him,
one month for the Mandalaya to
consider the report and two months
for the Minister to consider the re-
port. Surely, that is enough. I am
only indicating the manner in which
the five months from the 30th of
April to the 30th of September could
be divided. I am only dividing the
five months in the following way :
two months to be given to the
Auditor-General, one month to the
Mandalaya, and two months to the
Minister.

o& 88wemE

(Cserrey sFilwuQsroe)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I cannot accept that amendment.

ISR

(a8 smraeri)

(The Chairman)

Is the hon. Member pressing his
amendment ?

DEs1D cenBesn Desn.

(8. Quiey Qardisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes.

BN BBHS

(Sy&@rraeri)

(The Chairman)

The amendment is, in page 7, line
41, at end to add, “ before the 30th
June in which the balance sheet re-
ferred to in Section 17 (2) is received
by him ”,

o' o Sdum 2

DLV ¢ “ 86 FAY O RO ¥ 9D
“med @ S8 e D6 @2

all@) eNEassELQLImh DS,

@ravsaianng “ Qadw ” eraua rserd@ Qabn
Quenr wa@rneart Seisernd rsLemiuds sl
Ul g,

Question put.

THE CHAIRMAN, having collected the
Voices, declared that the “ Noes” had it.
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B Quie Qerisr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Divide !

b wwmd 48 Dm» d&HDé Dewow
woew —sw B2 8; B&ERD 21; wpedw—
ODEE 4,

G (48 e Hlawp stilrder B1D) 015 B &
gniuns 8 ; ev@uns : 21.

The Committee divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 8; Noes 21.

13 25 Qo B eCuw THEMB el
8w MmO« 8w pR«d Bewlo WD CI.

18 b anresd wWGFngneile LGPWTS @més
Gou e @G 2p2eRr Uil LiuC L gi.

Clause 13 ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

14 2 Dam Vel ED 16 @ Ponf B e
cwolun woocnHd s mIwd AR
ened Bewdo @ CI.

sadd ol ss s ewdlow &k
S cmonw ¢mOwd BIa gmud Bowlw
&5 CE

c@uw ©HD, wewaA» «BHP, Sith

@ém 2.

14 g anssgfalniga 16 b erssbeer
W@srgrefles UGBWLTE BrésGaampblod g%
Ui L &,

sLLLAE ITFSAD &%l wlsrsrele UGS
wrs @més Caam@Guen oo Lo L.

wRsrgnr  Dusssa e anpsLsTEeTIULL
SNs < leflés L gl

Clauses 14 to 16 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendment.

ad E8wemCE ¢
(Qaerras miluGasrae)
(The Hen. Iriyagolle)
I move,

“That the Bill, as amended, be now
read the Third time.”

g Do 29um CEsY, wwmudd®m .

exmpBun womm 0 ¢p=WCcd nIINTS
D, wocniImmmdensy wedm Ddm» G

@ NGs6LULE b piébsneeTiulL &l
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9 FeiLy, wWlsrsT Hnss Guppat eLpGoT
i pepuns  wHuLGuD m BenpGeu ppoLs
Qupma.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time,
and passed, as amended,

eede, (Boeridm) S
S DSDY

wEsgan (Bns5s) wCersr
MebicAL (AMENDMENT) BILL
eedm 86 Huwded Bowianw Bwd®d CE,

@uetmLnid wHOpsrar sl euTEsOULLE
Order for Second Reading read.

g. en. 3.37

o S0 PP s (2D ACH®
ctaan G OB)

(Qsorray LT FETTESI—LED &HET
BT &I )

(The Hon. Wimala Kannangara—Acting
Minister of Health)

I move,

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time.”

I place before the House a Bill to
amend the Medical Ordinance. This
will really include two important
and urgent matters which really
required rectification earlier—

(a) the recognition

of foreign
degrees ; and

(b) the registration of apothe-
caries while in service.

With regard to (a), at present
only graduates of the University of
Ceylon Medical College and those
who are entitled to registration in
the United Kingdom are entitled to
practise as aoctors in Ceylon hospi-
tals and as private practitioners.
There are several Ceylonese students
who have already gone to East
European countries and to China for
their medical studies. Before long
they will be back in the Island and
t‘perefore, we wish to make provil‘
sion that they should be allowed to

be registered as practiti
_register oners under'
this Medical Ordinance. £
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Section 29 of the principal
Ordinance is being amended to allow
Ceylon citizens who hold the degree
of Bachelor of Medicine or an equiva-
lent qualification recognized by the
Medical Council to be enrolled as
doctors provided they pass an exami-
nation prescribed by the Medical
Council. This is very essential to
safeguard those who are fully profi-
cient and qualified in practising
medicine and it is only those who
have a basic knowledge of the
sciences and practical training who
will be entrusted with the work of
treating the general public and thus
prevent any danger to the public
health.

With regard to (b), this change is
introduced due to long-standing
agitation by the apothecaries asso-
ciations and apothecaries trade
unions. This is contained in Clause
4 of the draft Bill. Hitherto, only
a retired apothecary can be regis-
tered as a medical practitioner.
Repeated representations have been
made by these apothecaries unions
that they should be allowed
to register themselves as medical
practitioners while in service. So,
this provision is made to enable them
to register while in service, subject
to the following conditions: that
they have been in charge of one or
more dispensaries or have been
engaged in the examination and
treatment of patients for a period
not less than ten years.

This Bill also includes provision,
for apothecaries who have been found
guilty of misconduct to be issued a
certificate by the director if he is
satisfied that such an apothecary has
been of good conduct for such a
period as the director considers
reasonable. Due consideration is
also being given in this Bill to grant
recognition to estate apothecaries.
This has been attended to by a
previous Bill, and there is provision
in Clause 4 for the registration of
estate apothecaries to practise medi-
cine and surgery in estates. Though
this grade has been in existence for

Bewldm @55 PeFAC®
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some time this is the first time legal
recognition is being given to this
grade of estate apothecaries.

I would also wish to mention that
further provision is being made in
this draft Bill for the registration of
estate apothecaries as medical practi-
tioners if they have been in service
for over 20 years and have served
satisfactorily as an estate apothecary
and within that period have served
under one or more medical practi-
tioners for at least 10 years. This
is more or less parallel to the posi-
tion of apothecaries in Government
service who work under the super-
vision of a medical officer. Estate
apothecaries are also further to be
registered as pharmacists.

With regard to dental surgeons
provisions similar to that with regard
to doctors is included in Clause 5.
A Ceylon citizen holding a degree
in Dentistry or Stomatology may be
registered as a dentist provided he
passes a special examination
prescribed by the Medical Council.

The other changes are consequ-
ential to the principal amendments
explained in the Bill. I, therefore,
place the Bill before the hon.
Members of this House and I hope
it will receive their full support to
carry it safely through so that it will
be of great benefit to apothecaries
as well as other students who have
been studying abroad and will be
returning to this country very soon.

g. . 3.40

W O%y D¢
(ﬁ@ @a?a‘armsﬁr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I should like to congratulate the
Hon. Acting Minister of Health on
introducing her first Bill so graci-
ously to the House. As she told us
the Bill really deals with two matters.
We are in agreement with the general
broad principles which the Bill seeks
to enunciate but there are certain
matters of detail that require second
thoughts.
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The Acting Minister told us that
there are a number of students who
have been studying in the Soviet
Union, in East European countries,
in the Peoples’ Republic of China
and, if I may also add, the United
States of America, West Germany
and a number of other places, but
who were faced with the predica-

ment that neither the Medical
Council nor the law acknowledged
that there was any system of

medicine in any country except in
Ceylon and the U. K. That was an
obvious nonsense because there are
the most advanced systems of
medicine in other countries both
capitalist and socialist. It is a very
good thing that at least official
recognition should have been given
to students who have qualified and
passed examinations in medicine in
other countries, for they have highly
developed systems of medicine. They
should be allowed to practise as
doctors in Ceylon by the Medical
Council. The trouble is this. The
Medical Council of ours is a
thoroughly archaic institution. To
start with I do not understand why
this system of having the Medical
Council approve persons who are to
carry on as practitioners should be
continued any further. I am cer-
tainly in favour of having a Medical
Council to judge the sense of profes-
sional conduct and to look after that
side.

This idea of a Medical Council
was taken from Britain, where there
was quite a representative council.
What has happened here is that the
majority of them are appointees of
the Government. The tendency of
the Medical Council has been to iry
and preserve the monopoly of
medicine of certain groups in Ceylon.
The Director of Health Services is
the Chairman of the Council. We
also have professional bodies looking
after the law and engineering pro-
fessions. As far as the Law Council
is concerned, it is a much more
representative body than the Medical
Council. As an index to what is
happening I may refer to the follow-
ing incident. We were faced with a

1966 ®@enyadd 8
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really serious problem on the return
of a large number of young men and
women who have been trained as
doctors abroad, in countries which
have advanced systems of medicine
than ours, but neither the Medical
Council nor the Government was.
prepared to register them. It was a
terrible condemnation of the Medical
Council and the whole set-up. It
would be far better to have any
person who has passed as a doctor in
a recognized University or institu-
tion abroad to register himself as a
Government medical practitioner and
allow him to practise in Ceylon. You
are giving that right to the apothe-
caries but you are not giving it to
the students who have passed out as
doctors abroad.

ad 80 Y »5Y ad
(Qaorren cfloevr SeTaTmEST)
(The Hon. Wimala Kannangara)
After ten years!

CDHOBI .
(2w Caerinsr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am not opposed to the right given
to apothecaries. But where you give
a certain right to apothecaries of
registering themselves as mediecal
practitioners, you do not give that
same right to these young male and
female doctors who have passed out
abroad. [Interruption]. As the hon.
Member for Akuressa points out, it
takes six years in the University or
a medical school for a student to
become a doctor.

In addition, a very insulting sub-
clause has been introduced. That is,
in the case of these students who
were trained abroad and have
become doctors, they are required
under Section 3 (1) (b) (cc) to pass
a special examination prescribed in
that behalf by the Medical Council.
Why is that ? It is not disputed that
the system of medicine in the Soviet
Union is far more advanced than in
Ceylon, with all due respect to our
doctors; and that the system of
medicine in the United States is far
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more advanced than in Ceylon ; and
that it is so in Germany too. I do not
see any reason why they should be
required to pass a special examina-
tion to be registered as a doctor.
They have already passed an
examination to become a doctor. It
is better to ask them to go through
a period of internship in a hospital
before they go into practice——

aé SOC w13y Y @b

(Qaorres effioedr &eireormis )
(The Hon. Wimala Kannangara)
That is to safeguard the public.

eDDO5 ¢sn.

(B Qaerwsr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You must safeguard the public
from some of our own doctors. Now,
Sir, in the case of persons who have
gone abroad and qualified, I think it
will be more than enough if they are
called upon to go through a period
of apprenticeship or internship in a
hospital instead of requiring them to
pass a special examination. It is
really an insult to other countries and
their universities when you impose
such a requirement. If you can
accept persons with British qualifica-
tions—and they do not have to go
through any further examination,
they just come here and start
practising—/[Interruption]. 1 appre-
ciate the enthusiasm of the Hon. fair
Minister, but she must also try and

see that there is logic in their
actions.
DN 5NGD D)

(FLTprLIST oeul&oer)
(Mr. Speaker)

What is this very friendly chat
between the hon. Member and the
Hon. f_air Minister ?

o053 .

(.Q’Tﬁ- Q&‘GHTLDG&T)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I suppose, Sir, I cannot protest !

RNewldn 55 eHBCH
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(FuTprusi ojerser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Please address the Chair.

eDDOBY Desu.

(Em. Qseriwer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

I think it is completely unfair to
treat other countries and their medi-
cal institutions in this way. If the
Goverment of Ceylon recogn zes
those universities for every other
matter, why cannot you recognize
them for medicine without requiring
these students to pass an additional
eramination ? I ask the Government
to agree to the removal of that clause,
which is thoroughly insulting, and,
in place of an examination, to intro-
duce a period of apprenticeship or
internship for them.

The second point T wish to make
is this. The Bill extends registration
facilities to estate apothecaries and
apothecaries. But there is another
group of apothecaries which this Bill
seems to have forgotten, that is,
apothecaries working in publie cor-
porations. I want to refer, parti-
cularly, to the C. T. B. There are a
number of apothecaries with over
ten years’ standing working in the
medical centre attached to the
C. T. B. at Werahera. Most of them
are qualified apothecaries who have
served under the Department of
Health or under the estates medical
service and some of them have over
ten years’ service. If this facility
is granted to Government apothe-
caries with over ten years service, I
do not see any reason at all why this
group should not be included as well.
Therefore, T intend to move at the
Committee stage that apothecaries in
corporations set up by law, who have
the necessary qualifications, like 10
years’ service and so on, should also
be included. These are the two main
matters which T would like accented
because these are two features which
spoil an otherwise excellent Bill.
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DEsnE centh O,

(8w Guig Qerisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. fair Acting Minister in
introducing this Bill made a state-
ment in this House which indicated
that as far as she is concerned she is
very anxious to see that these medi-
cal graduates who return from abroad
shall not be shut out and shall be
allowed to practice in this country,
and that this Bill was also aimed at
satisfying, to some extent, the de-
mands made by the Government
Apothecaries Association.

While I certainly appreciate the
Hon. fair Acting Minister’s inten-
tion in this matter, I have to support
my colleague, the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central, in regard to his
protest against the limitation that has
been placed by the sub-section which
he quoted. If the Hon. fair Acting
Minister will give her mind to Sec-
tion 7 which is sought to be amended
she will realize that there are iwo
parts to it. One is that a person
should have passed an examination,
and the other is that the person
should have had a certain period of
training before being allowed to
practise medicine in Ceylon. Now,
both sections are sought to be amend-
ed. I am sorry. I refer to Section 29.
Both sections are sought to be
amended by this amending Bill.

Section 29 says that—

““ A person shall, upon application made
in that behalf to the Medical Council, be
registered as a medical practitioner—

(a) if he is of good character, and

(b) if he—

(i) holds the degree of Bachelor
of Medicine of the Univer-

sity of Ceylon and a
certificate granted by the
Medical Council under

section 32, or

(ii) is registered or qualified to
be registered under the
Medical Acts, or

(iii) holds a qualifying diploma
within the meaning of the
Medical Acts and a certifi-
cate granted by the Medi-
g;l”Council under section
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The amendment here is that if a
person does not qualify under any of
these sections already set out in the
Ordinance but has foreign qualifica-
tions, he can be registered if such
person passes a special examination
prescribed in that behalf by the Medi-
cal Council and also under new sub-
paragraph (dd) of clause 3 “ holds
a certificate granted by the Medical
Council under section 32.”

The granting of a certificate under
Section 32 requires that a person
seeking such a certificate should have
served for a certain period of time in
a hospital. So, if that require-
ment alone were there, that is,
holding a certificate from the Medi-
cal Council under section 32, nobody
would have objected. That requires
that a person who has received a
training abroad has to undergo a cer-
tain period of internship—study the
methods adopted here, learn how to
treat patients who come to our hos-
pitals, receive the necessary practi-
cal training in order to gear what-
ever he has absorbed by way of
theoretical information to the re-
quirements of this country and the
patients of this country. Nobody will
object to that because a person
who has been trained in America and
has got used to American methods of
medicine, when he comes here wouid
probably find some difficulty for some
time. That may be due to the fact
that the patients may explain their
symptoms and troubles in a different
way from the persons whom he had
been used to and also the kind of
medicine prescribed in America may
not be available to him here.

In the same way, a specialist who
has had his training in a Russian or
in an American University would
have had a very wide range of
clinical tests available to him which
are not available in this country. For
the purpose of treatment, he would
have had a wider range of drugs in
the pharmacopoeia than is available
in this country as well as in regard
to surgical appliances of various
kinds—much wider than is available
in this country. A person who is
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used to that kind of treatment used
in the practice of medicine would,
when coming down to Ceylon where
we are relatively more backward and
despite all the information he has at
his disposal, find himself in an
unfamiliar situation. It is for that
reason we issue a certificate under
section 32 stating that this person
who has come from abroad has
undergone a period of practical
experience in a Government hospital.
No one can object to that because he
learns by experience before he works
as a government doctor or embarks
on private practice. But there is no
reason why such a person should be
called upon +to prepare for an
examination in regard to his clinical
experience.

This matter was discussed at a con-
ference summoned by the World
Health Organization. The minutes of
this conference are available to the
Hon. fair Minister ; they are in the
Ministry and are not available any-
where else. If she would send for
them and consult them it would be
possible for her to help us in this dis-
cussion. The general position of the
World Health Organization Confer-
ence was that there should be some
kind of attempt made to standardize
medical instruction all over so that
a reasonable standard in regard to
that matter could be insisted upon by
these countries which are affiliated to
the World Health Organization. In
accordance with that decision there
was general agreement among
a large number of countries that
participated in this Conference that
their medical degrees should be
recognized and accepted.

Now, this particular sub-clause re-
quires that these persons who come
from the Soviet Union, China, Yugo-
slavia or the United States should be
required to pass an examination con-
ducted by the Medical Council. That
seems to be a particularly obnoxious
kind of requirement which is likely
to be resented by those countries
which have so graciously consented
to train our doctors.
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Even with the establishment of a
second medical school the required
number of doctors cannot be trained ;
the Government hospitals are unable
to absorb the doctors who are being
produced. Medical bills are rising
in such a way that the Government
is unable to absorb all the doctors.

od 80 DY »aY ad
(Qaerre efliar serermss)
(The Hon. Wimala Kannangara)

That is only if we do not keep to
our building programme.

BE51D oenSes .
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(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I have heard officials of the Medi-
cal Department making these com-
ments, but to what extent it would
be possible for the Government to
find the necessary funds for the build-
ing programme of the Hon. fair
Minister is a matter that should be
resolved within the Government
party. We do not now what the
results are likely to be. Be that as it
may, the fact remains that we are
unable to produce the number of
doctors required. Those countries
have graciously agreed to help us ; so
why do you want to insult them after
they have trained a person and con-
ferred a degree on him by telling
them, “ We shall call upon such a per-
son to face an examination in order
to test him further before allowing
him to practise.” It is a most insult-
ing kind of requirement, and one
that is likely to be resented.

I say that the Hon. fair Minister
has been quoted in the press for
making very, very forthright com-
ments in regard to various hospitals
and the manner in which they have
been administered. I trust that she
would give her mind to a problem
that is growing in regard to this very
matter in the Ceylon University. It
would have been far better for the
Medical Council to have given its
mind to that problem instead of lay-
ing down the necessity for passing of

examinations on persons coming from
abroad.
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The problem is this: In the old
days when there was only a small
number of medical students here in
Colombo, the Medical College was
conveniently able to handle the
number of cases that came. Apart
from the instructions given in the
class room, instruction was given by
the bed-side where a surgeon or phy-
sician with about ten to fifteen or
more students stood in the ward de-
monstrating to the students the
various aspects of the subject matter,
what a patient is being treated for,
and so on. Now, it was possible, when
the number of students was small,
for that kind of instruction to be
given. There was then sufficient
emphasis placed upon instruction
given in the ward as much as upon
the instruction given in the class
room.

Today there is a different kind of
trend altogether ; that is what 1 am
afraid of, and that is what I would
like the Hon. fair Minister to keep
in mind. The trend is in the direc-
tion of more and more class-room
lectures than bed-side teaching, for
the reason that there are a larger
number of students. Where formerly
5 surgeon may have had a class of
ten or fifteen students, today he has
to be accompanied with a class of
forty to fifty students and would pro-
bably thereby cause considerable dis-
ruption in the treatment that takes
place in the ward and cause difficul-
ties to the patient and the ward ad-
ministration. There is that difficulty.
The cure for that difficulty is not to
place emphasis upon class-room
teaching and on theoretical instruc-
tion. Today, that is what is happen-
ing ; more and more emphasis is
being placed upon theoretical ins-
truction partly as an unintended con-
sequence of having full-time profes-
sional teachers in the University.
They tend to concentrate their efforts
upon class-room instruction with the
result—I do not want to say any-
thing offensive, or in any way insult-
ing about any medical practitioner—
that it is admitted that those who
pass out today are, from the point of
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view of capacity to handle any parti-
cular given situation, less equipped
than those doctors who passed out
from the Medical College some years
ago.

«d S8 DY By ad

(Qsorsa diwedr S&rarEST)
(The Hon. Wimala Kannangara)
The course is one year shorter.

A&snd oG .

(8m. Qui@ Gerier)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Apart from that fact, from the
point of view of adjusting the curri-
culum—I am talking of this aspect
of the matter—the fact remains that
there is much too emphasis placed
upon lectures in the class-room
rather than bed-side instruction that
used to be given. From that point of
view there is the necessity for stand-
ardization as between the Medical
College in Peradeniya and the
Medical College in Colombo because
they have different standards. They
are seeking to set up a new standard
in regard to instruction, and there-
fore there is a difference between
the kind of instruction given
in Peradeniya and instruction given
in Colombo.

While that difference arises, the
Medical Council concentrates upon
prescribed tests that persons coming
from abroad, from the Soviet Union
for instance, should pass before they
are allowed to practise. I think that
amounts to giving one’s mind to the
wrong problem.

While there is this kind of problem
arising today, it is much more neces-
sary that standardization is achieved
in this country itself in regard to
improving medical instruction in our
country, correcting deficiencies in
the methods of teaching that we
have to adopt in our country, look-
ing into the things that are lacking
in order to see that the course of
instruction given to a doctor or phy-
sician or surgeon here is not inade-
quate, seeing in what way it is
inadequate and how we can prepare
to fight the inadequacy., 4
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It would have been far better for
the Medical Council to have given its
mind to those matters than to the
maitter oi a test for persons coming
here having qualified abroad. It will
be embarrassing for the fair Minister
to discuss at length in this House the
matter of recognition of degrees from
country to country for the reason that
it would not be appropriate for the
Government to say something about
any particular country, to say that
their standards are unsuitable or in-
adequate. While we are prepared to
accept United States or Soviet Union
standards, she may not be prepared
to say that we accept standards of
such and such a country. It may be
embarrassing for the fair Minister
and the Government to say so. I am
not, therefore, asking her to make
any such statements.

But if these people feel that certain
countries’ standards are low and,
therefore, it would be necessary to
have some kind of test before we
allow them to practise, then we could
at least have this limitation ; we could
divide or class them into two cate-
gories in this way. Where the Gov-
ernment of Ceylon and the Depart-
ment of Education have decided that
certain countries could be chosen for
students to obtain medical degrees
from those countries, we could
exempt those doctors from having to
sit for this examination because
obviously the Education Department
and the Government of Ceylon have
approved the standards of those coun-
tries. In regard to others where such
approval has not been granted and
whose standards do not have the bles-
sings of tha Government or of the
Department of Education, a test might
be relevant. At least that kind of
distinction could have been made by
the Hon. fair Minister in this Bill. If
that were done, the particular offan-
siveness of that section in regard to
a person coming from the United
States, or from the Soviet Union, from
the Lumumba University, or any of
the other nniversities. with a desree
given there to a student whom they
have trained, as a benefit conferred
upon us or as a form of aid given to
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us, could be removed. Otherwise, it
would amount to our being only too
ready to insult those couniries by
saying tneir degree is insufiicient as
a passport to practise in this country,
and that the person so trained must
come here and sit for another exami-
nation conducted by our Medical
Council- We could avoid that if the
limitation 1 suggested had been placed
by the Hon. Minister, where she ex-
empts from this test thosz countries
where students have gone to study
medicine with the blessings of the
Department of Education and the
Government of Ceylon. At least that
would help us to some extent.

The same thing applies to dentistry
and stomatology. It is the same kind
of broadening that is expected to be
carried through by the Hon. Minister’s
Bill. I think, even in that matter, the
same limitations could have been per-
mitted. It is a curious thing that on
account of the practice adopted by the
University of Ceylon of limiting the
number of students admitted to the
Medical Faculty, on account of that,
there is an unfortunate impression
gaining ground in regard to dentistry,
and it is this.

The idea is that the best students
are chosen for medicine and those
who are of a lesser calibre, who are
unable to conform to all the require-
ments of the Medical Faculty, are
asked to go in for dentistry; and if
they are found to be still less suitable,
or unsuitable for dentistry, than they
are asked to take up veterinary
science ; and if they are unsuitable
for Veterinary Science, they arz asked
to do agriculture. Now, this is a very
curious set of values that appear to be
operating in this matter, that only the
best can be selected for a general
medical career. Those who are
slightly lower down can treat diseases
of the mouth and the teeth. Thos> who
are still lower down are entitled to
treat animals. Those who are still
lower down are fit for food production
in this country. This kind of schema-
tization has set going a very bad and
unfortunate impression in this
country, and that is that the course
in dental surgery is onlv fit for per-
sons who are not very bright, that the
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practice of dental surgery 1s some-
thing tor the misfits. L'nat is very
unrortuna.e, because dencal surgery
requires brains as much as any other
department of the protession, and
there is no reason why people should
be encouraged, by this kind of prac-
tice, to look down upon the dental
surgeon or the course in dental sur-
gery.

Where we have a university in
Ceylon which has unwittingly set
going this impression on account of
the practice tnat is adopted, I do not
see the reason for the particular
clause in this Bill requiring dental
surgeons trained in the Soviet Union
or in the U. S. A. to come here and
sit for a further test. It would appear
even from the practice obtaining in
this couniry that the dental surgeons
trained abroad are at least of equal
status, if not of a superior status, com-
pared to the dental surgeons we pro-
duce in this country. In those circums-
tances, it app2aars to be quite unneces-
sary to have this kind of examination,
and I must plead with the Hon. fair
Minister to see that this requirement
is taken out.

In regard to the apothecaries, I am
awara of the fact the Apothecaries’
Association has for years, for a long
time, been making this demand, and
several Ministers of Health gave their
mind to this matter. One fair Minister,
who had tha same first name as the
present Hon. Minister, gave this
matter her consideration, and we
know that she indicated that some
kind of solution would be found. But
the problem has come down intact
from one Wimala to another, and it
is now b-ing sought to be solved. I
know very well that some of the steps
in regard to this matter—the Hm.
Minister will agree with me—had al-
ready been taken by the d-partment
and instruction had alreadv been re-
ceived in the Ministrv, hafore the last
Minister went out of offic~, in ressrd
to the oquestion concerning the
apothecaries.

The present Bill is to enahle ano-
thecaries, in a much wider wav. *to
engage in private practiogii@ne clanse
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of this Bill actempts to widen the
scope of the Act by an amendment of
Section 41. Section 41 (1) (a) permits
“ any Government apotnecary
actually employed in the public ser-
vice as an apotnecary and for the time
being in charge of a dispensary oOr
hospital ” to practise medicine. That
is already there. In other words, Sac-
tion 4L (1) (a) says that Gov-
ernment apothecaries are one of the
categories of persons allowed to prac-
tise. It is in regard to the sub-section
coming after (a) that these amend-
ments have been proposed. I am only
beginning to wonder, when I read
this sub-section (a) together with the
other sub-sections, whether, despite
the good intentions of the amend-
ments coming subsequently, there is
not a limitation being placed, which
is not there, upon the very broad cate-
gory designated by sub-section (a).
T have a fear that whereas sub-
clause (a) allows “any Govern-
ment apothecary actually employed
in the public service as an apothe-
cary and for the time being in
charge of a dispensary or hospital ”
to practise, this clause would be in
conflict with some of the provisions
by which you are hoping to broaden
sub-clauses (b), (c) and (d).

Would the Hon. fair Minister look
at the limitations given here—the
new limitations—in sub-clause 2 of
Clause 4 ? Sub-section (2) of sec-
tion 41 of the principal enactment
was originally intended fo govern
apothecaries who had retired, and it
required that a person who had re-
tired should have “ been employed
as an apothecary in the public ser-
vice for a continuous period of at
least 20 years, and has during such
period been in charge of one or
more dispensaries or hospitals for an
aggregate period of at least ten
years, and has performed his duties
as an apothecary efficiently and satis-
factorily.” The amendment pro-
posed by Clause (2) now seeks to
substitute for the words “ apothecary
who has retired or retires or has
resigned or resigns from Govern-
ment service”, the words “ apnthe-
cary, whether he is in the service of
the {zevernment or has ceased to be
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in such service”, and that clause
goes on to say, “has or had, within
such period been in charge of one
or more dispensaries or hospitals.”

Now, an apothecary who is already
in public service and is in charge of
a hospital or dispensary does not get
covered by the clause which says,
“has or had, within such period
been in charge ”, because that person
has not “been in charge”, he is in
charge. The amendment would
require that the person should have
completed the period of “being in
charge”. At least that is the gram-
matical meaning of it. I do not
know what the legal implications

are. The attempt to broaden this is
inconsistent with the provisions
already there in 41 (1) (a)—
grammatically.

That is why I think this apparent
inconsistency would have crept in
by inadvertence. I do not know
whether it is possible even now to
correct it.

Now, apart from that aspect of the
matter, while I am entirely in
favour—and I do not want to have
any misunderstanding on this point
—of giving the apothecaries the
right to practise in this way, I
would have preferred if the Govern-
ment had oriented its mind in a
slightly different way than it has
done. What I mean is this: what is
required on the part of an apothe-
cary practising medicine is not
merely a period of activity as a
practitioner, but that he should have
been provided by the Government
with a period of instruction, a
minimum period of instruction.

I am npt suggesting that there
should be another test. I am not
asking for any more tests or exami-
nations. I am only asking that the
apothecary who is going to be given
this right to practise in this way,
and quite rightly too, can be pro-
vided with at least a minimum
period of instruction under Govern-
ment. The Government should make
it possible, while enabling.  these
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people to practise medicine and
surgery, to see that they receive at
least a minimum course of instruc-
tion.

That step would have been wel-
comed by the apothecaries them-
selves. They have been practically
asking for such a provision, because
it is not their desire to give a shoddy
service to the public. They want to
do their best by the public. So,
while asking for the right to prac-
tise, they were also asking that they
be given the opportunity of receiving
some instruction in the matter
without being left to their own
resources for the purpose of trying
to find what is required in regard
to the treatment of diseases they are
called upon to treat.

That aspect of the matter has been
completely left out in the proposed
amendment. Administratively I am
quite sure it could be done even
without making special provisions in
this Bill. But I would have pre-
ferred some provisions in this Bill,
not limiting the right of the apothe-
caries to practise but enabling
Government, making it compulsory
upon the Government, to provide
the necessary instruction in such
instances.

The same applies to the estate dis-
pensers. I have a considerable
amount of respect for estate dispen-
sers after I came across an instance
where an estate dispenser’s action in
an emergency, within my knowledge,
was responsible for saving a number
of lives of persons who had been
involved in a very serious accident.
It only amazed me that that person
who had very quietly gone about his
business and saved those lives
received precious little recognition
from anybody—neither from the
owner of the estate, nor from the
general public, nor from anybody
else. My admiration for his skill is
such that since that time I have
adopted a slightly different attitude
to estate dispensers. As we know,
the estate dispenser was not neces-
sarily a very well qualified person
in theiold days. But I am quite
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sure today that with the kind of
broader educational facilities avail-
able, the estate dispenser tends to be
a somewhat better instructed and
more capable person.

Even in regard to these people it
would be advisable if the Hon. Acting
Minister had taken note of the
necessity for providing a minimal
period of instruction and recom-
mended that, and seen to it that the
kind of instruction given is improved.
It may be at the expense of the
Government ; there is no need to ask
these people to spend anything;
only, that they take a certain amount
of time away from their practice as
apothecaries.

When the Hon. Acting Minister is
taking such an important step as
extending the scope of practice of
apothecaries and enabling apothe-
caries who are public servants to
engage in private practice, while I
am not quarrelling with the {fair
Minister on that matter, I want to
state that it is necessary for the Hon.
Acting Minister, at the same time, to
examine the whole question of the
channelled practice system in regard
to medical men, because this whole
question is developing in two contra-
dictory directions. I have not the
slightest objection to apothecaries
being allowed private practice. In a
large number of areas in this
country, quite apart from the neces-
sity of the matter being looked into
from the point of view of apothe-
caries themselves, we do not have
sufficient medical practitioners, and
therefore it becomes very necessary
for these apothecaries to be allowed
to practise medicine and surgery.
But while apothecaries in Public
Service are entitled to that, when
the D. M. O. finds himself unable to
engage in private practice, obviously
you have a situation which becomes
an explosive one.

I am a person who held very
definite views on the question of
abolishing private practice in regard
to Government medical practition-
ers, and I still hold those views. The
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compromise that was effected
through the channelled practice
system was the end result of the
conflict that arose between the
Government of the day and the
medical practitioners in the Public
Service. Now it is time to Te-
examine the channelled practice
system for the purpose of correcting
the number of defects it has; and
unless you correct those defects and
not allow those defects to remain in
a situation in which they are operat-
ing, you will be faced with a state of
affairs in which, while you grant
further rights through this Bill to a
section of the medical men, you can
create an explosive situation in re-
gard to their own internal relation-
ship. That is why the whole
question has to be examined in order
to see that the defects that are there
in the present channelled practice
systemm are corrected. I think the
Hon. Acting Minister is aware of the
large number of defects in the
channelled system. I do not want to
convert this debate into a discussion
on the whole channelled practice
system.

RIS SO0
(FUTBETLST SQUT&ET)
(Mr. Speaker)

Really, the hon. Member has been
going outside the question.

ABsNnd ot Do
(8. Quiey . Qariier)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I have related the matters to eack
other. As I was saying, you have ex-
tended thz scope of the apothecaries
in the Public Service to allow them
private practice.

aé SO DY BB 66
(QzorTar T SETETEIST )
(The Hon. Wimala Kannangara)

They are not

allowed private
practice,
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(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

If that is tne position the Hon.
Acting Minister is taking up, then say
that in the rural areas where medical
facilities are not available, with the
necessary safeguards, it is advisable
that they should be allowed private
practice, because you fiind a large
number of areas where you do not
find a doctor within reach. They are
doing it.

¢ S0 Y Y ad
(Qserrar &f)oevr 5 GO GOT [E1 &5 1T )
(The Hon. Wimala Kannangara)

Legally they are not allowed, but
anybody can do anything.

D851 ©euBes .
(ﬁ@ @u:fr@i; @cﬁﬂﬂ'u_'.-‘d?ﬂ')
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is why I say that when you
frame laws you should take into
account the actual position. Other-
wise, the laws themselves become ri-
diculous. As the hon. Member for
Akuressa (Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)
says, in a number of areas it is being
done and we are not in a position to
quarrel. That is why I said that this
whole mattar should be examined
from the point of view of seeing that
the channelling system works pro-
perly. Otherwise, you get in this
kind of situation a very explosive
kind of trouble likely to davelop on
account of the clash of various inter-
ests. I am entirely in support of the
Hon. Minister’s desire to see that these
apothecaries are allowed to practise
in the way in which this Bill pro-
vides and I myself would have wanted
to go much further than this. My
point is that while seeing that these
apothecaries are given these rights,
since you are very correctly re-
moving the 20-year condition and
10-year condition that were there

earlier, it would be advisable at
the same time for the Hon.
Minister to see that some kind

of minimal instruction is provided for
and to make it compulsory for the
Government to provide the.instrue-
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tion without necessarily putting these
beople 1nto tae trouble of having to
bear the expense in order to receive
such instruction.

These are the comments which I
want to make on this Bill.

I want to join with my hon. Friend,
the 1'nird memper for Colombo Cen-
tral (Mr. Keuneman), in stating that
the Ceylon Medical Council as such
is a completely out-moded kind of ins-
titution. It may have served its
purpose in its time, but today there
ar> other organizational forms that
could be developed for the purpose of
seeing that the correct standards of
medical ethics are maintained, that
proper standards in regard to medi-
cine and surgery obtain in this
country, and proper standards even in
regard to public health matters are
maintained. For that purpose, I think
some better organizational system
should be devised other than this old
and out-modad Medical Council.

I know that a large number of
medical men, eminent persons, who
have visited these various countries
are aware of the fact that medicine
in various countries has developed
far beyond the kind of thing we
have in this country. While they are
aware of it, their ideas do not receive
the necessary validity that they
should because they do not get the
opportunity of serving on the Medical
Council. The Ceylon Medical Counci?
is extremely limited in its scope and
the kind of officialdom that pravails
in regard to the decisions of the
Medical Council renders its entire
outlook extr>mely narrow. With the
best of intentions in the world that
some of the members mav have, the
entire history, the tradition and the
constitution of that council enforce a
certain narrowness of outlonk which
is not very healthy ; and from that
point of view, I would have preferred
it if this Bill had sought to amend
that entire organizational set-up and
not merely broucght amendments in
regard to th2se two matters. How-
ever, while I would certainly urge the
Hon. fair Minister to remove the limi-
tation of the examination in respect
of these foreign graduates, I would
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also ask her to consider these other

suggestions we have made very
carefully.

8 D@ g tm, 430
quY Beer Bnees ¢ 29 G

Auysy B Bew 1965 xwenddd 19 om
Gundidig Do M Cied.

2owsy @Oum

SBung 9. u. 4.30 welwniaGes senLiuslar
BLangsevaser Qe Hmssuule, daurgn 988
eneué &LUGLIMH M 1.

eleur gy 1965, os@rrum
@miE® pen o 5en @y U 1L,

19 2y Bag Gsd

It being 4.30 p.M., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Tuesday, 19th
October. 1965.
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pursuant to the Resolution of
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