@3¢
1969 o 3 @5 14

87 O2) €3 &)es

15 22 »EIse

S0 Ee®@r) D¢

Ca=a)
Howidy VD) V&IEEH
BC DIdNd
FEndD SDD DO

Sew SRR i wene i [B. 3265]

Juldm wm»w eWmPPum (1969-70) [38 »5d8dm cdsfwg Emw]
s [R. 3267] :

145 95 BBuw Wmém wwmd 36D ©BCH ACH G,
g Deasy ¢ wrYed aw [B. 3341]
8350 Gam 8&nd [H. 3521]

©88E0e [R. 3549]
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LT GVHLOG ) &)\ 60 T8 Mg 6T
(apairem)

WS Hesit Famu

2 Blang o féems

Slogmen 2 ererL4an

SYTFTESE HTHEGE G1p 2ANEmE [u. 3265]

231566 wGasnmsr (1969-70) [passi L. Gmuss Bieismn prer] [u. 3267 :
Gupofley yrmwinnt g [$2uiy 145]

waIGHEmTHuRILHHES ubs Gend [u. 3341]
ol ()b EhEhE TSIV ammn_a;sh:[u. 3521]

S piuhsio [u. 3549]

Volume 8% Sunday
No. 15 14th September 1969
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE REPORT [Col. 3265]

p
APPROPRIATION BILL (1969-70) [Twenty-fourth Allotted Day] ([Col. 3267] : -~
Considered in Committee [Head 145] A

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL [Col 3341]
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS [Col. 3521]
APPENDIX [Col. 2549]
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EEosr 05 G d8mm

Hewldy 9HEH LeEwS

Q155 Sser Fenu
House of Representatives
1969 @i @38 14 2 95g
@ H misBipmin, 14 GQaFlGoour 1969.
Sunday, 14th September 1969

B M 102 OFF CHAew dud e
DO AR [0bh SW. 8B ©8IF emdwm]
Qamzsnsrd e,

g, p.u. 10 walléEs &siqQug. sUTBTWST
Qaiset [Qserrar ere. &. Gapell Qamomuir]

Slvantn S MEs @) rEei.
The House met at 10 A.nv., MR. SPEAKER

[Tue Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY COREA] in the
Chair.

SEoOD ¢ SN
FrSsiuL’ L o plsensaer

REPORTS PRESENTED

Sdes G2n® wd wwed i
D TFTHIES  &ETd &% G (LD ‘Q,'rr_fﬂé,’ﬁmd‘s

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE REPORT

CHNTOsY Lwond w (EJcBCw)
(AE850n® 6B Bw.—cen crned
I vy Sded Ben® éw
wened Ends 685)30)

(8. oFpner sy —rHeoyini
g u—&m. Quie. Qerdewr—0OsraptoL)s
Osp@E YESSSUTD YTFTES ST &S
@S HIVUHLE—F T LITS)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-
pitiya—on behalf of Mr. Bernard Soysa

—Colombo South and Chairman, Public
Accounts Committee)

1967-68 ©cd Esw wem Y
Gozned Qe Qe Sudsdm Heanle, &
8&c RV SmbTesd nBued o
8 ecmdEe ©dIVewsY d¥ed
87® 20l wd S8x D@ W
wENed WOWY BB W8 BODBIG
HET’ S, BT e B dond
@@ gE8uny 8.

\ 2—o& 6752—510 (69/9)

1969 wmedmead 14

3266
2dm B8En&
od ¢l 9. @ld. . 58weamd G
(e@m@m 2 woid DR DOKRD EENG
FOB)
(Qserrar g. ortb. Qyr. 6. FAwGETRD—

s, SITFTT HGTT IIDESF)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of FEducation and Cultural
Affairs)

I move,

“ That the Fourth Report from the
Public Accounts Committee on the
Appropriation Accounts of the
Government of Ceylon for the Finan-
cial Year 1967-68 and the Sixth
Instalment of the Report of the
Auditor-General thereon together
with the Proceedings of the Com-
mittee and the Minutes of Evidence
be printed.”

g me B0um @Y, wmzuddm T
S @y BssIULE, e ms6ETeTerLILLL Gl.

Question. put, and agreed to.

20BMD Geoiw WE GNWB Hewo DD
Ce

9 Pléms EELILLE FSUL Zruf Cic L g,

Ordered that the Report be printed.

SADOEO D™ SENC
l(en)da(@hE @ umLIpLpe aflenL_ser

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

D536

(FUTBrIST Sjauirser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Answers to Questions fixed for to-
day in the Order Book to which re-
plies are received will be printed in
Hansarp as Written Answers to
Questions.
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Suddm smuf emPd®sm, 1969-70
SWOED Y IOy,

1969-70

25580 wCergsr 1969-70
APPROPRIATION BiILL, 1969-70

MW BMGDBE MVeSOW wemm AC® CE—
[eoBe w5888 13]

[Ssneon@ Gewsndiad  Ja.]

Gudle) Gugnb grmuitupng—[Csis&d : 13,
QLG TibLnT].

[eurprusi seursar g%venin G FMisarT].

Considered further in Committee.—
[Progress : 13th September.]

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

145 2%y Klow.—adms o™
Botd B DO 8¢ gmHDdu

A1 2 wldInw—mia HAE czadeln
LBEWME we ¢gBT Oy, S 1,22,51,438

145 optb GG —s06l) S@TFTT cfleusrs

Y IDEF FIT

urs@uuen  @e. l.—umilurendler eyens@iu

Causarip Sp Lgsenh, esur 1,22,561,438.
Heap 145.—MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND

CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 12,251,438.

PICLW WD C¢ BeeABe—[ 5 ;O
13] )

“Oe wOIme G 10 B ga o¢ goa.”
[2d0C ¢ @m.]
BGrfléstc. 8w ssw0—[13, Qel@ribuir].
“ans@luangHe emur 10 GonésiuGLTs —

[B@. says6aa].

Amendment moved.—[13th September.]

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10, ”
—[Mr. Kalugalla]

Y e @€ wmBd wém ¢l
al@) BamBy er®s HubutiGOubHm s,
Question again proposed.

Bewidm 535 detACH

3268
— Nl 360D
8 8 & 20a0dc 9w (mede)
(!@@ &. 9. f}}? gz;@ﬁ;ﬁd?@)—gﬁajrr%u)
(Mr. P. B. G. Kalugalla—Kegalla)
@O BSRNOL], GRBBE B0
@ S8EAC w KEBw s BN HEDD
Sed & S 8O ged HedE &® ey
a&0euBsy & el® O JeOBsy
goy Qe Gy Jem.

aé E8wewmE ¢

(Qserre mRlwasrove)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

8GN B 88 o Sed ® gny Vend
grx. c®WO GHID T @ SBe&NO®
caxsYery Dm DHOK.

DEONEC e

(Bm. sus0)
(Mr. Kalugalla)

ge €0 Wy WY O 8¢ 8 Bedaxsd
exY 4D HNEB BBw & BeEAD®
g HOWB. [ D] ge
“coum” sufmded Bg I® HT'H
e MEBOB & deed . & emedd
GDBLY, 6® Ced gRWBHWO 9BN®
g5Y Qznd @ —

a& E8wemE G
(Qaarres miflwGsrde)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
B & BPew.

DONE E .
(8. sau5m)
(Mr. Kalugalla)
@B 8 Bedmv. & gebh wows—

o& S8wemE @
(Czorren mflwQsrove )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

8 cID.

DoaE E D,

(Blop. sauaam)

(Mr. Kalugalla)

@& GBS o WD Adn
exn®d 80 qnl®wsy ecm @
CNCR. FOBYMes’ WENeDE D@D
Bl Red® ccwrm DHNO DO
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deddm vmny emd®um, 1969-70

gS GgA%BHBO G Bedm ged
Gow B o GOBP@OY 0
ad BenS0sy 8 md dwewsy Wwoen
g W6 6GECH®WS @ B’
eessiy) cO®T. BEYIT® &
GRBBE 8eDENM B BeHsT S
O MOBRB. 1945 8BTO® MO uex d)
Y 0 B8 Fe s oo
S6Q ¢chdsvedf grnem Ewend e
B, DB gAMBE FOBDPSee’
HE B8 e Sedxd wndien DB
Wy @ 8 Bedm AD & O ™SI
20 MOBB. g% 6¢LHEesY )
0 gy Bown 88® BOuFemsy
Bwde cedowf s@Sinyde 88ae
BRotHd FABBE FOBDNHO B Dewm.
Y Do ® uTdEsY @ 3E3 BewmG
DEsY 8L t® eWEeHROD grno»
@ B mBwd ge Z;D 88
6we BeAD. BVMBeDBY A
s Ec® D B8edEO 4L IdD
B g¢ gRms® §OdBn® 88y
DY 02 Wéemm) . 560 @b
IS s¥eansy gum eGwe Genthden Gt
e et BRI, T @&dbhisy
Déocwsy Ky Rmdxlewsy DB
B0 e FIG &d ¥ BYS00nY
exvewnzy 3Jew Dm 6D FDWBH
ccendme@symnd a8sf BT I
BeADD. & g & ©@® Dy eFaw
w6y @ BeR B & B CHN® B
DY 50 @0 eI . & B®
NEHHS ged @i ¢8a I R[I&LSY,
GefERGE Gd 84 R e0dlDedd
QY BAOsS ethewd ecemznm) e 68
660 9evBe® HIUMIE ewE BO®
¢S 88wl A Bem By @
DY AeHhebhTpeds’ BOm
B now oo 8ecd »éen 988
oy DO J b ¥ BR&LTO DR
®eel DN & m@in zRS BIEO
8@ B WS MO gewmed S,

BenSBNOLI, 1965 »F ©g ¢® gy
6 g@wd O MO 68, 1965 D BG
FO%BBIBO B J Bedm
e ¢ B ¢8 DT s »d AEY
50 ®zx. 1946 & dmy g, RO

ced Do

1969 eefom€€E 14
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— o BEnd

88 ¥ m’ vd B 885 Bewed
gL Sewnsy @E) ge 6500
CosY Y 0 & omEm g zsyém
d@OES o 83c@xF D mde
eznlumO—mEsY e cvd geuny
@Y O Bedem OBO—gewsn
w gy dew. &J 98 n@cwsy s
BBIG EeR WS oy »HO HOdBY Jem.
Se®d 1947 & 8w BIdRGIC
e Sdsewsy IS o
G6®» WG NI 6® gl HedE Sed S
cwrY Vo G WB. Dw 8RwWO 1955
¢ gdmsmed sens Swendnf
g Yeed o, [DDRDEO] e
DEDOEO gAHBE HOBDNS OB
. Oesl »EWIED ¥ 0 9cfwd
GO [P E®D] I rnsleed
Be® 9s¥m 8@l §O89& ge
ctf Omewd A en® »xY rnslees’d
Sl RAND) B QR . DY sY 515y et
OB, 6@ gy Vwendes Pz ern® GezN
oY Bear'en.

830553
(gf&@ﬂ'm&ﬁﬁr&)
(The Chairman)

Order, please !
for the hon.
swords.

There is no need
Member to cross

DNONCE G Dean.

(8. sgusa»)

(Mr. Kalugalla)

od DEQ D FOBY ¢@DOe
enesym 660 WO vvnxyem ? dxF®
VenC geenr)y Vel DN grosy s,
i WwérTeny B e WD S
CHB) X gIENEd O @M WE®
M® 6crN0® SIS 6. wdxsY
ecHmHSy »O® @AY ey ; N8 »O
Swry D0z snen.

aé 8wemm@E E

(Qzerrer miflwlasrova)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

@dL 838032532 ® 253, 2 EZEN
GO Hed eWmedsy ngewsy, et
26 BwSe® Bcewsy cDmes WO
&R0 RRDICasY GO O MOBE.
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Suldm v ew®wum, 1969-70
L3NS B
(a8 rraari)
(The Chairman)
I am not here to give information.

oG SSwemE e
(Qsorrey mifluiGasmeve )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Anyway, I want to know what
really is the difference between the
two. .

e
(,__a,)}ff_v?';éa_rnr FGriT )
(The Chairman)

Will the hon. Member carry on
with his speech ?

DONE C Dean.

(Ean. suse)
(Mr. Kalugalla)

Ob BMSBYOB, 1969-70  @crcsd
DBsw PEE GIMBE GO
wlen BeRm & & Bvwesy weww

Si. 50,60,92,745 = Bwed® @DExT 5O
5. S gasided . 40,47,89,634%
6¢® S BeAdmdh gl HRw
1IQRCREY sewmsy Om B @
GOmsm WOwy cdWEDsf 05 Wb
e AD BB, & m»ED e
Geew s e gdmamed Br®
8o DEADw @B 6508 DS Bssy
5O qfesf. amd 8@ ewme YD
BEePg @D 8 860 FI@s
MY o HO[B e Vwz’ 2008
€ ¢S 96w whey O wewsy
emed. gdhe ©zw B N Bewxsy
FOmeme e e Swed® DEHBO
J 8¢ BBwmnd ewes (LTI Q)
' gewldmant eA®  gurndwd D
BEexc mG 9 99 F 8w wd
FIRBIG Y amasy DO Don.

"
)

£

23NV

(58 rirseri )
(The Chairman)

In Committee, matters
are not discussed. The hon.
should remember that
his remarks.

of policy
Member
in making

Bewldm @53 @edaces 3272

—2zoLD 580D

DIOCE E Qca.

(8lm. seusa)

(Mr. Kalugalla)

®é BeBRDOB), oWeELn gD
68 w@imsewsy HBRB DB @ B
220 PO mny, 6@ @ B
e senws Do DY 08B e
FAmBBIewsY Bw® 6D ©510D®
22 cuxymnE HEeOE & F t»
wen weansy cmeg. 1946 &D 1955
e @B g mCe DO JGUemed
BE@ odEVmsE Peew B &
2R BOedd ¥ ¢gxO&. 1952 Dosecf s
SR ©» €O8sY gy Dew. Ve
380 eAdn wensnD® BRew o
Grendw eENCELHO, e s m®, e
N godes & hBsT Nowr VR,
1956 &8O @8 gmsmw eIBABE
WL G 601 28 el Bwc
E@enw gew A @B BHS®O
OO0 e 1645 8O 1948 e
A 28T BB #B . 1948
8O 1956 cofen ¢RbiCemO D@
R B gedn’ By we. 1956 &
g8 GO ©@fec@sy g, O
syery qnf @Y® #dedn ®OWH
s &b OB B OB
S FORPS Dpewnsy B8SwE eSS
o ¥ WE, Hac o ¢O8sTed
BodT VOO, &F ez20nS3ecd
DD ¢ mud ernem ORI
7,50,0002 &8 9® 38 B, &F Bew
1956 &8O 1964 cx¥eh wwEw BDE 4G
BrY dw aB HEQ By ece 8
COr Gw. Bn WEEWE B
2184x" @B mep.

&, ¥, 10.15

S 2,184xf g8 B2um wen
RO eHC d 273z aa8sF—
BEld W WEm M® EwHED D
e CE B —mdwE ST D6

e Bw. 68 gpded gdemsy
BdC B WEOC Q&GS sy
N0 e D wed 0 Led
AU WOwD wBAEAMe BHED
wgen@aiond e 1966 BO  ge
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Sudlm o emgd®um, 1969-70
D e, e® gl ®BE ®E @Y
D XA e Sy WS
BeR®De, 988 ghided e omuden
B E&enw S RNESD  ge
e WEe 3B I HHOEO Ems
g% G OBSesd SEn& ®moy
e @ AZHeBebhym) cDHN.

@& E8weml G

(Ozerres milwGsraww)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

19655Y =g e b00= S 298

5362 5.

Deac ¢ Q.

(85 sau5600®)

(Mr. Kalugalla)

gdée b @aEm» SEc
2@0em3 Sy 8 BersY exy.

5002’

g Ded® ad wSHB®B, &
god ©0nd0 Sedd mumm ec8xY
DG DE 6B Gdh. ®HYT s I
B B B NECO meEn  gAww
235 HOBDNG WOED) BE EHB BB,
B gRmBBIG SO B 06
BBy,

eaé-l 58&@@@33@”@

(Qaorres mAwLGETeve)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

@ BHBBNVH, [NES e nIH’
N, BB SCE Y B2 s STEs
e DO ge . & 2Sdedd
edfcrn 9E8sny mém 80 Fan Ty
WE5Y 53 FOVsY SR WS e ABY,
B3 @i ofl8unl wér¥m Dm.
Den® B BH®® s 8Rws HOASD
@0 IO BERPS eexym Aen. bR
BB T VFy WS ey sy B.
6’ @HEE ©AEMID BED NI
e DMIW eVHmME bsY 5 D,

DONE C Yean.

(,@@ & FAN )

(Mr. Kalugalla)

e @C® NI exnce&@. 1963
L8 dumed ©E@HBe B 1D
6¥1n8d Lo Bed 8O Sewd Bo»
eCxY s’ 8w ¢ ADOE’, 1968 £x

1969 w8 14
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— o BEnd

28 @&wed BO BFD SempGew
Se%d BoweEsy QoY Sw @ ADILY
® 88rf Bewle 4 BiRew. @5y
gc J Bewlow Doy O DE BN
gdd Scmced  wdydencusy @ 8ow

eCsY 8Bemd coxydstm D Mo
B,

@& S8wean@E ¢

(Qzerres miflwGsrae )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Dexn® I D . DeHn®
Bewlaws ¢uf D8 Cwdd ey’
ey OBy . NS B & 88
gé em®) BeR® D ¢y wdB G¢

C8Buf Bedmnec? B 66O

GOLIB) T ODBEDn.

DOaE G Dew.
(15;?@ & B EHME )
(Mr. Kalugalla)
FORD® B @Y DB,

@S S8wemE ¢

(Qserrer mRlwubsram)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

NEDY Bnel. €S DB SO0—

BnsBs

(onéa@fmr&.sar&)

(The Chairman)

I have to ask the Hon. Minister to
withdraw the word “ boruwa .

aé 8wemcE @

(Qasorres mRlwGsreow)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

gusws 6o, Odwm ede
By s D,

IR

I o)

(2@ rrFeari)

(The Chairman)

I would also request the Hon.
Minister not to lose his temper. He
will get the opportunity to reply to
the hon. Member.
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6;5361 3805@333@" C

(Qserras FiflGsTove)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

But an impression is created that
I have sent some order that science
should not be taught in Sinhala in
the universities.

DONCE C .

(B sus0)
(Mr. Kalugalla)
I am stating a fact.

g% IR @ @D
ewyY @sd wd Rerxfzm BHems
5O, Dy SERE DNeDE T
ey BN sy m ZIDH.

ISR

(ys&rraer)

(The Chairman)

The Committee stage has been
going on quite smoothly up to now—
[Interruption.]

aé E8wemm® G

(Qaorres mlwGsrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There has been no Committee
stage up to now. It is only—
[Interruption.]

B3NS

(&@rrseri)

(The Chairman)

I do not understand the behaviour
of the Hon. Minister. Please have
some respect for the Chair.

oé SSwemd @

(Cserray mflw@asrew)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
I am sorry, Sir.

ﬁ)@mc’oc ®cs.

(B soyso®)
(Mr. Kalugalla)

g8 c@m ey 88uxy DS
NERDPNO ob WET Do,

Bewldn @535 LeTVCE®

3276
—mndm BENd
1963 &8 O scRdBe &O
382 cdssd solBed & BFD
ScxGw cfd  Sewd BomEensy
sy 8w wRpw B g8 Blehw 4
cor BRewn. 8D cmeew 83 gz’
g82Y ¥ wd®dxfdewsy Bléenwmf
Ce®m® BPem. OO GRHBSE FOBHEHO
BB ccdme®sy ned &» Be
NWExFewms) gt 6@ mdenct ¢G5
80953, g8 OP/B Boéemww cam
BRewne sne ¢ Dow. 1968 L8 Ssescs
95 80 8& D SeEDE S BoweRsI
COYdsY® Brnw D Be® =6
BRewn. asy 6@ 1969 w8 e
68, 2208 8D SemEOIE SoneEsT
8¢5 euns¥3ec® B B8Eeexnx auB
W6 B D g ¢uY 5.

@B LwpSau . (gAmszy lon
Botd 2B WOwD) OB i
@Y e )

(8. srvafl eu@Eilu—asad, sarsrr
Heusrr yeFFAGT LITTTEpweTps STy
&M8)

(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Education and Cultural Affairs)

Gle]

@G BSOS}, meG el
TR Ymwa ey, 1963 gadided’ e
& Belawn ¢sIsne Raw. & BFewi@ws
gYeny 1968 80 oy mw BwgB &
¢® @Y snIYB.

DIONC C Do

(8m. sgysow)

(Mr. Kalugalla)

1963 & 1382 oelszded 8O Be®d
COBY Y I Bes® 28 BRew. &
Been gOas ALY g sunesm W6
BRen. J 90w g53® 1968 Lm508eke
83D FemCOC Be® B dBved KBx
w5YD 8e%D BowGewsY oY@
Bwe® WS BRem.

taen S

(y&@rreeri)

(The Chairman)

What was the point of Order the

hon. Member for Nallur wanted to
raise ?
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ce¥mNiw &. 8. 3. hoNDBY
(»dg3)

(C_rai .
BT )

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

I wanted to remind the hon. Mem-
ber that there is no such thing as
Sinhala only. There are two national
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(Mr. M. M. Mustapha—Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Social Ser-
vices)

Mr. Chairman, the hon. Member
for Kegalla (Mr. Kalugalle)—the
learned “ doctor ” from the S.L.F.P.—
was making what is called an elect-
tion speech. He was assuring employ-
ment to unemployed graduates in this
country if and when they come into
power. We are now only interested
in the Votes of the Ministry of Edu-
cation, and under those Votes I will
confine myself particularly to Mus-
lim education in which I am prima-
rily interested.

During an earlier era when educa-
tion was the responsibility of certain
denominations, certain areas were
neglected and everyone accepts the
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fact that Muslim areas or areas
where Muslims are predominant were
such neglected areas. One such area
happens to lie to the south of Batti-
caloa where—it is not strange—you
do not have a single decent school.

Christian missionaries had their
own reasons for this state of affairs,
but I can say with a certain amount
of pride that the Muslims at no stage
were prepared to exchange their
religion even for the sake of educa-
tion, and today we find that in the
process we have been left far behind
and have been denied facilities for
higher education or even secondary
education.

There were, indeed, certain land-
marks on the road to education. In
fact, in 1947, during the regime of the
first U.N.P. Government, they esta-
blished central schools throughout
the Island. And they established, in
that process, central schools at Kat-
tankudy and Edukalampitty. I can
tell the Hon. Minister that these are
merely an apology for central
schools, and they are in even a
worse condition than junior schools,
-de\irsz)id of buildings, facilities and
staif.

In 1956, when Dr. W. Dahanayake
took over the portfolio of Education,
he made a serious attempt to put
things right. There are now three
categories of schools. In the same
way as there are Sinhala and Tamil
schools, there is a category called
Muslim schools. From 1956 these Mus-
lim schools were staffed with Mus-
lim teachers. I remember, in 1956,
when the Hon. Minister wanted to
appoint Muslim teachers to Muslim
schools, we could not find even a
handful of Muslim girls to staff these
schools as teachers. Today, I am
happy to state, after the pursuit of
that policy of appointing Muslim
teachers to Muslim schools in every
Muslim village, small or big, there
are no less than 40 or 50 S.S.C.-
qualified girls. It is, I think, a correct
policy the then Minister of Educa-
tion followed.
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Then again, we have no facilities
for higher education. Even the then
Minister of Education, Dr. W. Daha-
nayake, converted what were called
junior schools into senior schools but
I must say that it only meant a
change in the name board of the res-
pective schools. There were no faci-
lities given as such. It is in this res-
pect that I wish to convey my un-
qualified congratulations to the pre-
sent Hon. Minister of Education. It is
a fashion for some people to criticize
the present Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion without knowing what actually
he is doing in the field of education,
because he is not prepared to oblige
Members of Parliament when they go
to him with lists of teachers to be
transferred out. There was a time
when we Members of the Govern-
ment Parliamentary Group felt dis-
satisfied, but after the lapse of four
and a half years we now see that the
Hon. Minister of Education has
cleared a big mess in the Education
Ministry and the Department of
Education. He has brought some
order into the administration of
schools. He was not prepared to
transfer teachers indiscriminately
as the hon. Member for Kegalle (Mr.
Kalugalla) was doing when he was
the Minister of Education, or as his
predecessor did.

We were Members of Parliament
from 1956. There was a time when
there used to be 500 to 1,000 teachers
in the premises of the Department
of Education. They used to come
there and wait day after day around
the varandah of the Ministry of
Education to ask for transfers. The
welfare of the children was consi-
dered least by the Education Depart-
ment. It was more concerned about
| the teachers’ transfers and so on.
- The interests of the children were
completely ignored. That is a fact
we all know.

But todav is it not vossible to do
that. The Minister has put his foot
down and said that he is not going
to do this. A teacher must teach in a
senool for at least 4 vears. Then only
it inures to the benefit of the child-
ren. This is whv the Hon. Minister
of Education is being eriticized.

Hewdds @535 @edRCK
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Then Sir, the Hon. Minister star-
ted a recognization of schools. There
are kanista vidyalayas and jeshta
vidyalayas. The Hon. Prime Minister
has picked on certain schools to be
upgraded as jeshta maha vidyalayas.
Particulary in areas where there are
no facilities for higher eduecation—I
must now confine myself to the Am-
parai District from which I come—
not a single school catering for
higher education, particularly science
education in the Tamil-speaking part
of that district, existed. What did the
Hon. Minister of Education do ? He
selected one school—not because it
is a U.N.P.-represented or S.L.F.P.
-represented electorate—which was
situated in a central area, easily
accessible to the adjoining area, and
upgraded it as a jeshta maha vid-
yalaya. He is now in the process of
providing that school with Advance
Level facilities in science and com-
merce, and with a better playground.
Then the Department of Health has
given a dental clinic to it. This
school is being gradually built. This
should have been done a long time
ago.

This is a school where children
from various electorates converge
for the purpose of receiving higher
education.

Today, for the first time, there are
no less than 24 students from the
Tamil-speaking area of the Amparal
District in the G. C. E. (Advanced
Level) Class. There are graduate
teachers.

Here again, this school was ill-
equipped from the point of view of
teachers. I made representations to
the Hon, Minister of Education that
he must send graduates to teach phy-
sics, biology and mathematics. The
Minister who usually refuses to con-
cede a request like that to transfer
teachers, immediatelvy knew that my
request was just and reasonable, and
he at once transferred three teachers
from the Northern Province to the
Fastarn Provinea hecayce there were
no teachers to teach this subiject.
Then what hﬁﬁ“'}ﬂna'{ ? A nolitician
went and interferrd: the Minister
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said at once, “I am very sorry. I
cannot do this.” Well, he went
higher up and at one stage the
Minister’s order was cancelled. Then
again I had to make representations
to the Minister and got three teachers
transferred. I am very grateful to
the Hon. Minister. The people too
are very grateful to the Hon. Minis-
ter because after a number of years
this is the first time that higher
education is being put on a correct
footing.  Earlier the facilities for
higher education were practically
nil.

I am very happy to tell the
Hon. Minister that those teachers
have recently reported for duty, and
they are doing good work. But I
heard that one teacher who had
reported for duty went back to
Jaffna the following day.

2. on. 11

We talk of unemployment. We
are educated people; we are not
children. The Hon. Minister is
perfectly correct when he says that
the Education Department is not an
employment exchange. Some of
these teachers have been given the
idea by politicians that they should
always be given schools close to their
home town. When teachers are
transferred to schools where their
services are required they have the
temerity to say that they cannot go.
Do they think that they should be
given appointments in schools so
close to their homes that they could
travel to school from home ? I think
the whole country will back the
Hon. Minister if he serves notices of
vacation of post on teachers who do
not take up duties on transfer to
schools where their services are
required. Even we politicians must
rise above a certain level and not

interfere in these transfers which
are made in the interests of our
children.

I should like to request the
Hon. Minister that in the process of
this reorganization that he has
undertaken, he should provide hostel
facilities to the schools which are
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upgraded to maha vidyalayas because
those schools are not meant to serve
only the villages in which they are
situated, but a number of villages,
and even a number of electorates.
Some of the children attending those
schools come from places even
25 miles away, and it is necessary
that they should be provided with
hostel facilities in such schools. In
one such school, Al-Ashrak Maha
Vidyalaya in Nintavur, the principal
and the staff took steps to start a
hostel and they applied to the
Education Department for approval.
I am sorry to say that they have so
far not received even an acknow-
ledgment of their application. I
have to appeal to the Hon. Minister
to grant at once the necessary
approval for starting a hostel in this
school. A hostel will be of immense
benefit to the students receiving
education in this school who come
from distant places.

. A8, SH BN 2 Sw.
SISESY

(8.
e antity)

(Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam—Paddi-
rippu)

What about a Tamil maha vidya-
laya for Amparai District ?

(e

GTGW.  GTLD. (@) TI&FLDTewr) & & Lh—

Qedmfen Scam.

(@)L @povsLr)
(Mr. Mustapha)

There is the Xarativu Maha
Vidyalaya.

tsen B

(&8 rrseri )

(The Chairman)

Please do not interrupt. The

hon. Member is not in a court of law
cross-examining people.

Qedmfes Sesn.

(@)L apansLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

There is in my own electorate
Karativu Maha Vidyalaya for the
Tamils and Ramakrishna Maha
Vidyalaya in Amparai, also for the
Tamils.
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There are two maha vidyalayas
catering only for Tamil students
in my electorate. During the course
of the reorganization by the
Hon. Minister, two maha vidyalayas
were provided for the Muslims and
two maha vidyalayas for the Tamils.
So my hon. Friend, the Member for
Paddirippu can rest assured that I
am fully aware of the position of the
Tamils in my electorate and that I
am doing my level best to see that
their educational needs are well and
truly attended to.

SO B [OOL )

(8. Qrrewraflss)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

What about facilities for higher
education ?

Qed’ ovfes) @can.

(B@L povsLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

I have already asked the Depart-
ment of Education to provide a
science laboratory for the maha
vidyalaya at Karativu, and, I am
sure, steps will be taken to do that.

Now I come to another point,
namely, the teaching of Sinhala in
Muslim schools. Rightly or wrongly,
the Muslim schools have taken to the
teaching of Sinhala. In every
Muslim school Sinhala is being
taught. I am not satisfied, however,
with the manner in which Sinhala
is being taught in Muslim schools.

The teaching of Sinhala to students
whose mother-tongue is not Sinhala
entails the employment of good
| teachers. I have a feeling that
Muslim schools are being made use
of only to provide employment for
young Sinhalese men and women.

I say that because whenever a
vacancy arises for a Sinhala teacher
in a Muslim school, a pupil teacher is
sent. The pupil teacher stays in the
school only for a year or so. Some
of them enter training colleges.
After they finish their course of
training and become full-fledged

BewlEm 8535 Qe e
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trained teachers, they never come
back to the same school. They are
sent to Sinhalese schools.

Practically 50 per cent of the
Sinhalese assistant teachers selected
specially for the North and the East
get back to their own districts in
course of time. Some of them enter
training colleges and some get trans-
ferred to Tamil-medium schools in
other provinces.

The only solution for this state of
affairs is to start a Sinhala maha
vidyalaya somewhere in Kalmunai
or Akkaraipattu. There are two
Sinhalese primary schools, one in
Kalmunai and the other in Akkarai-
pattu, to which Sinhalese as well as
Muslim students go. There are even
a few Tamil students attending these

schools. They are Tamil students
studying through the Sinhala
medium.

The question is, for how long can
we depend on Sinhalese teachers
from other provinces to come to the
Eastern Province ? We cannot
depend on that because, very
understandably, after a few years,
they go back because the salary is
not sufficient or because of the
inconvenience that is necessarily
caused to them.

So, if the parents so wish, the
Hon. Minister must see to it that
students are enabled to qualify for
the G.C.E. Ordinary Level Exami-
nation through the Sinhala medium.
There is provision in the Education
Act for Muslim children to study
either through the Tamil medium or
the Sinhala medium. That option
ilas been given to the Muslims by
aw.

Supposing a Muslim child in the
Eastern Province wants to sit the
G.C.E. Ordinary Level Examination
through the medium of Sinhala, that
opportunity should be given. It is
the duty of the Government to
provide the necessary facilities for a
Muslim child to sit the G.C.E.
Ordinary Level Examination in the
Sinhala medium if that is the wish of
the parents.
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Then, with regard to the University
Entrance Examination, I wish to make
a suggestion. Students are selected on
the results of the G. C. E. Advanced
Level Examination. Students are un
able to get their marks, with the
result that there is a lot of confusion.

At the last examination, after a re-
scrutiny of the answer papers, cer-
tain students who had failed in the
subjects they had offered were found
to have done well. The Hon. Minister
will be surprised to know that as
many as sixteen students were ad-
mitted to the Medical Faculty, that
as many as thirteen students were
admitted to the Physical Science
Faculty, and in Engineering, where
there are not many students taking
up the examination, three students
were selected, after a re-scrutiny of
the papers. To say the least, a candi-
date is likely to lose confidence in a
public examination if this sort of
thing is allowed to happen.

DONC G o,
(Bl sus0)
(Mr. Kalugalla)

T w@den ey o

@ S8wemC ¢

(Qzerren mFilwGsree )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

83D 8BexmEed QehernIw Dz
ey Jm »O&.

Qe e D,
(mE@L apawsLr)
(Mr. Mustapha)

Then students are not allowed to
see the marks. They can, I suppose,
if they go to the office of the N.C.H.
E., see the aggregate.

All those who get an aggregate of
over 180 marks are selected for ad-
mission to the university. Sometimes
a student passes in four subjects get-
ting an ‘S’ but he is not selected to
the university ; yet a student who
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passes in three subjects getting ‘S°
and failing in the fourth subject gets
into the university. This is all a big
mystery and people go rushing to
Members of Parliament and to the
office of the N.C.CH.E. Because the
students are not given their marks,
there is an element of suspicion ;
they go away not fully satisfied. I do
not see any harm in their being given
the marks, because they are able to
get the aggregate. So, the air can be
cleared if the marks are posted to the
candidates along with the results.

o S8wem@E @
(Ozerres miflwlasrove)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

If a candidate wants, he can get the
marks.

S iy e,

(@)L qpovsLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

Even I could not see the marks.

o S8uewmE G
(Qasorrey mFRlwGsraew)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

You are not a candidate.

Sedonien Ocn.

(m@L apovsLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

I went on behalf of a candidate,
and the candidate was with me. In
fact I asked the officer, ‘“You are
showing me the aggregate. Surely
you must be having the marks. Why
do you not show the marks to the
student so that he may go home
satisfied ?” The officer said, “I am
very sorry. I cannot do it.” So, I
would ask the Hon. Minister to make
available the marks to the students.

ad; S8wemC G
(Oserrar FiluGsTe)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Yes.
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(8@L epovsLT)
(Mr. Mustapha)

I think that would be a good thing.

I am very grateful to the Hon.
Minister for having restored the ‘B’
syllabus in Tamil Literature at the
G.C.E. Ordinary Level Examination,
pertaining to Muslim Culture. It was
I think suspended for a while after
the Muslim Members of Parliament
made representations. I now under-
stand that the Hon. Minister has res-
tored it, and I must thank him on
behalf of my community because that
makes all the difference between
Tamil schools and Muslim schools.
We are very happy about it, parti-
cularly in view of the fact that some
S.L.F.P. Members of Parliament were
trying to make political capital out of
that.

ad, SSwem@E ¢
(Gserrear mRuGsToe)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

They must not be happy, because
standards will be low. .

3. DS DO . (&)

(&m. ofF. [B@UT & 6T Lb—Dan [T &5 1T 64 1 e )

(Mr. V. Navaratnam—Kayts)

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for
giving this opportunity to speak on
the Votes of the Ministry of Educa-
tion.

When we offer criticism about the
Ministry of Education I hope the
Hon. Minister will not run away with
the idea that criticism is being offered
for the sake of criticizing.

& S8wemc G

(Gserrar mﬁm@&ré}sﬂ)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

No, never.

e By @55 LeFVEG

3304
— i Bend

. DICT DO e,

(Blap. of. poirgerid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I am very glad that the Hon. Minis-
ter is only too well aware that educa-
tion is a subject that agitates the
mind of every parent in this country
and of the entire student population.
However much the Hon. Minister
may try to be perfect, yet in the
educational field there is certainly a
feeling that everything is not all
right.

Before getting on to the general
subject of education, I should like to
voice the feelings of certain back-
ward areas and particularly of my
electorate, because there is a tendency
on the part of the department to lay
down a general and uniform rule and
to follow that rule rigidly without
making any allowance on the ground
of geography, on the ground of back-
wardness and on the ground of the
non-availability of facilities.

I think the Hon. Minister is well
aware of the fact that the Kayts
Electorate is one of those areas in the
northern region which is dificient in
the matter of teachers. Last year as
well as the year before when teachers
were taken out of the Kayts Electo-
rate I protested and said that the

Kayts Electorate must be excluded

as far as the transfer of teachers out
of the area was concerned, but even-
tually I think the teachers in only
three or four islands in my electorate
were not taken out. However, the
department has still not been able to
make good the deficit. About 30 or
40 teachers were taken out last year.
They have not been replaced. About
30 or 40 teachers were taken out this
year. They have not been replaced.

The net result is that there are
about 40 or 50 vacancies in the schools
in that electorate.

Last year we were told that when
the pupil teachers were selected the
vacancies would be filled, but that
could not be done. Even after posting
pupil teachers there still exist vacan-
cies.
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This year some of the schools
where there was no sixth standard or
seventh standard were compelled to
start grade VI and some grade VII.
But how does the department expect
these schools to function with the
same number of teachers but with a
greater number of classes ? Although
they started grade VI and grade VII
classes teachers were not posted to
take these additional classes. Next
year some more of these schools are
going to have grade VII classes under
the re-organization scheme, but I do
not see any prospect of teachers being
sent at all to the area. That is why
I have been submitting to the Educa-
tion Department that the Kayts
Electorate must be considered like
the Mannar and the Xilinochchi
electorates. These electorates must
be considered on a special footing.
You cannot apply uniform rules and
follow those rules rigidly ; the officer
dealing with these transfers must be
given some sort of latitude or discre-
tionary power so that he can exercise
his discretion when posting teachers
to these places.

I think the rule was followed this
year when teachers were trans-
ferred from South Ceylon to the
Jaffna District ; only those who had
served for seven years or eight years
and more had been selected, but when
teachers were selected and sent to the
North Region, the required number
of teachers were not prepared to
serve in schools in the Kayts Electo-
rate. Naturally, you have not been
able to fill these vacancies. I do not
want to deal with this subject any
further, but I hope the Hon. Minister
will keep this in mind and see that
the vacancies are filled at least by
October to enable these schools to
start grade VII and other classes in
January. With the existing vacancies

not being filled they just cannot have
additional classes.

I have taken up the question of
maha vidyalayas with the department
and have urged upon them the neces-
sity of having at least two more maha
vidyalayas in the island of Kayts. The
Regional Director has . collected
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statistics and the necessary data to
start action and I do hope the Minis-
try will consider this matter and see
that at least two schools are raised
to the status of a maha vidyalaya, one
for girls and the other for boys. I
think the trend now is to have sepa-
rate maha vidyalayas for boys and
girls and I would very much appre-
ciate if a start is made immediately
to have a separate maha vidyalaya
for girls at Velanai and a maha vid-
yalaya for boys in the same village so
that the entire eastern sector of that
island can be catered for.

Now, Sir, the provision of schools
alone would not suffice without a con-
tented educational service. I think
it would be apposite here to inform
the Hon. Minister that there is a feel-
ing of frustration and discontent in
the educational service. I refer to the
inspectorate and those above. They
feel that whenever vacancies occur
among the Tamil inspectorate those
vacancies are not filled in the year in
which they occur. Assuming that the
vacancies occurred in 1966 budgetary
provision is made to fill those vacan-
cies, but officers are not promoted or
appointed to fill those vacancies. Then
in 1967 provision was made but those
vacancies were not filled. In 1968 also
the same thing happened. Then after
allowing them to accumulate, appo-
intments are made to fill the vacan-
cies. The resultant position is that
inspectors serving in the Tamil
stream, KEducational Advisors and
Chief Education Officers, do not get
their due share of promotions be-
cause when the total amount, after
allowing the accumulation, is shared,
the grievance is that the lion’s share
goes to the Sinhala stream officers.

a& L8uemE R
(Qsorrey miflGasreae )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Majority community.

{=21]

3. DVET HO Sen.
(;@@. off. parrGerth)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)
Majority community officers.
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0 S8wemEC
(Cserrar mAlwbaréde)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
It is less in the Tamil stream,

8. DS S Deaa.

(;@@‘ 6. peIrgerih)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

One or two are just doled out to
the Tamil stream. If vacancies were
filled as and when they occurred
every year the Tamil inspectorate
would not suffer that discrimination.

o S8wemE
(Qzerres sFilwGaree)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
No.

3. IS R S,

(8. off. pourgerid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

The Hon. Minister says “ No ”. They
have been submitting their proposals
year after year,

Take for instance the Northern
Region office. There is provision for
a Chief Education Officer. Have you
filled that vacancy ? No. There is
an officer, who is an Educational Ad-
visor I think, acting for the Chief
Education Officer for the last three
years from 1966.

&G S8wemEE
(Gsorrar Fllulsreove)
{The Hon. Iriyagolle)

They have been appointed.

3. MY O Sca.

(Bos. off. pourgeris)

(Mr V. Navaratnam)

Now there is provision for a Chief
Education Officer, Mannar. That post
is still vacant. It has been vacant for
the last three years.

oG S8wemE

(Qsorres FALQsTae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

You do not know the position.

Bewi sy @535 TN
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3. VST L .

(B . porgerid)

(Mr., V. Navaratnam)

I should be very happy to get an
explanation from the Hon. Minister
after I have finished.

There is provision for a Chief Edu-
cation Officer to be in charge of the
Mannar Office, but there is an officer
acting for the last three years from
October 1966.

a& S8uemER

(Qaerras FAwQsraw)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There are 26 acting people. We
have represented matters to the
P. S. C. and they will be confirmed.
They are not only Tamils but Sinha-
lese and others.

3. DS O s

(8. . peirgerib)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I am very glad that the Hon. Min-
ister gives the assurance that they
will be confirmed. My question is,
why were they kept in this acting
position from October 1966 ? What
about the future? I hope the Hon.
Minister will not think that I am
trying to be communal.

a& S8wemEe
(Qaorrear FAlwQasrevew )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

You are never communal. I know
that.

8. »EH »HO Ocs,

(8. . peurgerih)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Take for instance the Jaffna Office.
There is one Sinhalese officer for one
school. There is only one Sinhalese
school in the Jaffna Peninsula but
one officer is attached to the Northern
Region Office. Take for instance the
upcountry area or take the entire
seven provinces barring the Northern
and Eastern Provinces where there
are thousands of Tamil schools. Can
you show one Tamil Inspector or one
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Chief Education Officer or one Edu-
cational Adviser ? Can you show
one Inspector or a Chief Education
Officer or an Educational Adviser for
all these thousands of Tamil schools
in the seven provinces.

o& ESwemEC

(Qaorres miflwlsraw)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

These staff appointments are not
made on a communal basis. A Sin-
hala officer can go as director to
Jaffna and a Tamil director in Jaffna
can come as director to Colombo.

3. VS »O V.

(Bgp. . peurgeris)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I suppose, it is now a settled policy
or a settled system that we have two
streams of schools, the Tamil-medium
schools and the Sinhala-medium
schools. If an officer is to have super-
visory power or if he is an inspector
working in a particular school run in
a particular medium, then he should
surely work in that particular
medium.

oG S8wemEC
(Qzerres milwGsrove)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Why not?
inspectors.

We have such circuit

8. VS 3O Scs.

(B, off. pargeris)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

The Hon. Minister says there are
circuit inspectors. I will refer him
to the Estimates. Provision is made
in the Estimates this year for 43
Chief Education Officers, 25 in
regional and district offices. All
right, we will deduct them. But there
is one for English education and
one for science education. Now, what
do you mean by saying, “one for
science education ” ? Science is being
taught both in the Sinhala and Tamil
media. We know that almost 100
per cent of these Chief Education
Officers are Sinhala officers. In the
case of specialized subjects, you find
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one for science, one for mathematics,
one for in-service training (second-
ary), one for in-service training (ele-
mentary), two for curriculum deve-
lopment, one for work experience, one
for agriculture, one for music and
dancing, one for A.R.IF.P.R., one for
vocational guidance, two for physical
education, one for technical educa-
tion, one for handicraft, one for com-
merce and one for home science.

In view of the fact that our system
of education is based on two media,
Tamil and Sinhala—rather on three
media—is it not logical that we must
have a Chief Education Officer for
each media, for every subject ? Who
are the worst sufferers ? The worse
sufferers are those in the schools in
Tamil areas because there is no pro-
per supervision and no proper
guidance.

aé E8wemiE e
(Ozerras FRwGasres)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

That is why more Tamils enter the
universities !

3. AN O Dean.

(B. . peurgerib)

{Mr. V. Navaratnam)

We have 3,000 graduates in the
Tamil areas, roaming the streets.
What is the use of sending children |
to the universities if you are not
going to make use of their talents
once they graduate ?

od; S8wemmE
(Qsersar miflu@sree )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Take medicine, take engineering.
Do you think the Tamils have been
neglected ? It is you who think that
they have been neglected.

3. IS HS .
(B ofFf. peursgerid)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

The point I am making is that from
1966 these officers are holding acting
appointments. In Batticaloa there is
an officer who is merely performing
the functions of a Chief Education
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[8. »é 8 @wn.]

Officer ; he is not even acting in that
capacity. I think he is a Muslim
gentleman. It is unfair. That is why I
say that it creates a feeling of frus-
tration. You do not get from these
officers the maximum output.

&3. . 11.30

In fact, there was a complaint made
this year. There was a gazette notifi-
cation calling for applications for
appointments to a particular grade of
inspectors, and the terms and condi-
tions were laid down. I think it was
for the posts of Chief Education Offi-
| cer. A number of applications were
received, but because two or three
individuals who had been earmarked
for these posts had not come within
the specified terms and conditions,
the selections were not made. Revised
terms and conditions were re-
gazetted, with the result that most of
the eligible officers were shut out. I
think a specific charge was made
against this in regard to this incident.
It is conditions such as these which
create a feeling of frustration.

In regard to English Assistants, I
am very happy that the Hon. Minister
has now realized the importance of
English.

a5 E8wemEE
(Qsorres mfluGsrd)
“The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Why do you say “now ” ?

3. SV 5O dcm.
(85, ofF. poursertd)
(My. V. Navaratnam)

I think for some time past.

G‘iéz, &Sc@@ma@“ c
(CQserrer mﬂu@&:n‘éﬂ@))
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

~ From the time I came to this
Ministry.
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8. IS »HO Do,

(Bw. . pergertd)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I am prepared to concede that he
realized the importance of English
from the time he became Minister of
Education. He tried to undo the
damage that had been done by the
previous Government. Perhaps he
may plead that he requires time, but
that is not enough.

For instance, in regard to pupil
teachers who teach English as English
Assistants, applications were called
for last year. The examination was
held but still, 1) months later, selec-
tions have not been made. Applica-
tions were called for appointment as
English Assistants in difficult area
schools. The interviews were held
but still the selections have not been
made nor appointments given.

a& S8womEe

(Qserras wAlwuQsram)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

May I explain the position ? It is
true that applications were called,
but while the interviews were being
held we found that the -certificates
that had been issued did not mention
the medium in which the holder of
the certificate had sat for the exami-
nation. So we had to send all these
certificates back to the Examinations
Department to find out in what
medium the holders of the certificates
had passed the examination, 3,000 are
involved.

oY,
289)

(8w Cs. DT T ST Lb—115,5 5 & Z D)

(Mr, K. Thurairatnam—Point Pedro)

It is the fault of the Examiantions
Department,

QPECREHN D Qwn.  (etF ek

@S SSwemcE @
(Cserras mrﬁw@&mﬁ)m)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

The previous Government. These

will be finalized in 1 month or two,
andoappointments will be made.
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3. »VEN »E S,
(8. . pourgerid)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I am very glad to have the Hon.
Minister’s assurance that appoint-
ments will be made in the next
month or two.

In my electorate about 48 schools
are without English assistants. That
is, there is not even a single teacher
to start teaching A B C. We cannot
make adequate progress with regard
to English education.

Before I conclude I want to say a
word with regard to a university
for the Tamil area. I would like to
know from the Hon. Minister the
actual position today and when the
Tamil University, or whatever name
you want to call it by, would become
reality. As things are, I do not think
we can get much from the existing
university, considering the way Tamil
children are being looked after and
treated in the existing universities.

There is certainly a fear in the
minds of the Tamil people that all is
not well and that their future is very
bleak. It is of paramount importance
that a decision be made in regard to
the establishment of a university for
Tamil-speaking children in the Tamil
areas. I hope the Government or the
Hon. Minister or the Hon. Prime
Minister would not take shelfer
behind the fact that there is discri-
mination between the two major
parties—

aé S8wemE e
(Qzorres FRLGSTO)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
No.

8. Y DO .

(8. . pairgarin)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam) :
in regard to the siting because
I find that, on an earlier occasion
when the hon. Member for Vadduk-
koddai (Mr. Amirthalingam) was
speaking, he had mentioned that this
difference of opinion between the
Tamil Congress and the Federal
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Party stood in the way, and he ap-
pealed for the co-operation of the
Tamil Congress. Promptly the Tamil
Congress responded. For, I find the
hon. Deputy Speaker, the Member
for Udupiddy (Mr. M. Sivasitham-
param) had said somewhere—I do
not know whether it was on the Floor
of this House or outside—that they
were only too happy to join hands
with the Federal Party provided it
did not press the demand for fede-
ralism. That is how it started. It
started on the subject of the univer-
sity. And promptly the President of
the Federal Party, the hon. Member
for Paddirppu (Mr. Rasamanickam)
issued a statement to the press—that
is quite recently—that, after all,
federalism is only an ultimate, dis-
tant dream and nothing more than
that.

S B D Dea.
(B @rrewrenfléstn)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

I said that it is the objective of
the Federal Party, though it may not
be immediately realized.—[Interrup-
tion].

3. VLY O e,
(B . pergerin)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

The hon. Member for Vavuniya
should take note of the press state-
ment that the President of the
Federal Party had made that federa-
lism was nothing more than an ulti-
mate dream. I suppose now there is
nothing to stand in the way of these
two parties getting together in the
interests of the Tamils in order that
this university may be established.
So, I hope this Government will not
take shelter behind any disagree-
ment that exists between these two
parties, but take an early decision on
this question.

DELRIDY S Dean.
(8. Gievrrgerin)
(Mr. Thurairatnam)
qusw@c%@ (@) #ri_A—[Interruption.]
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eSS
(:gfc%@g'f:ra-'sm%)
(The Chairman)

Order, please ! Will the hon. Mem-
ber please finish his speech. He can
answer that question outside this
House.

3. DY »O D,
(8@ porgeris)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I hope the university will be an
accomplished fact before long, at
least before the General Election.

S. 8. 8. exF s dwn. (DEsesY)

(8. M. 9. erb. Coprg—aevi &)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)
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The House will now resume to
hear a Message received from His
Excellency the Governor-General.
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SPEAKER took the Chair.
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MESSAGE FROM THE
(ZOVERNOR-(ZENERAL
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(Mr. Speaker)

I have received the following

Message from His Excellency the
Governor-General :
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“ Governor-General’s Office,
Queen’s House, Colombo, Ceylon.
13th September 1969.

MR. SPEAKER,

By ProcLaMATION dated September 13,
1969 and issued under section 2 of the
Public Security Ordinance (Cap. 40), as
amended by Act No. 8 of 1959, I have
brought into operation the provisions of
Part II of the aforesaid Ordinance.

I do hereby communicate to the House
of Representatives that the reason for
issuing the Proclamation is for the
preservation of public order and for the
maintenance of supplies and services
essential to the life of the community.

W. GOPALLAWA,
GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

The Honourable the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.”
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DS BN WD)
(FuTpTLST 9oulaser )
(Mr. Speaker)

The Sitting is suspended till 2 p.m.
On resumption the House will go
into Committee.

defd@ S0 geWmcD WmImERD  ¢oY BYO®
CEsY @ tn 2 O md™ EOWOm &

2 govrug. 2wie Lphuse 2 wenll s @
BoSs0U e WBear®n gyribimmulm mi.

Sitting  accordingly suspended
2 p.Mm. and then resumed.
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Considered further in Committee —
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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cePemniw HABRHBY

(Qr&L_i [BraEBTEHerT)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. Chairman, I listened to the
speeches of previous speakers very
carefully, and then I was wondering
whether the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion was insisting, when he was on
his feet, that his Minister had asked
that everything in the Education
Department be done in Sinhala,
because our complaint is also that
everything there is being done in
Sinhala. If you go to the Education
Department, which is supposed to be
the department that serves both Sin-
hala-medium students and Tamil-
medium students, you will find that
there is not a single name-board in
Tamil. We get lost there.
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BeoaSe e,

(8o gu@iu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

I made my remarks in the confext
of the statement made by *“he hon.
Member for Kegalla (Mr. Kalugalla),
who alleged that we were trying to
do away with Sinhala. The same
thing applies in Sinhala and Tamil. |

geDemenba NG BNHBY

(G_r&L_m prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I wish to tell the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary that in this depart-
ment there is not a single name-board
in Tamil. There are thousands and
thousands of Tamil students, parents
and teachers, but when they go to
your department they cannot find out
where the Minister is, where the
Director of Education is, where any-
one is.

Let me first deal with the question
of university education. I shall start
from the top and come down to the
bottom. I understand from what the
newspapers say that from October
this year no more students in the
Tamil medium will be admitted to
the Arts section of the university at
Colombo. I wrote to the Chairman,
National Council of Higher Educa-
tion, asking him to confirm this, but
I have had no reply from him. Then |
I asked Mr. Walwin Silva, who was
then the Vice-Chancellor, about this,
and he said, “No reply ”. He gave |
me no reply. I would like to know
whether you are going to do this
because then you are shutting out
Tamil-medium students from one
university. Their subjects are the
Humanities and the Social Sciences.

&, &0, 2.45

There are four universities in
Ceylon excluding the bhikku univer-
sities. Two are exclusively Sinhala,
communal universities—Vidyodaya
and Vidyalankara. There are only
two universities, the one in Pera-
deniya and the one in Colombo, to
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which Tamil children can go. Now,
ou are shutting out Tamil students
from the Colombo University.

It is a bad thing to do at this time
because the two universities, the one
in Colombo and the other in Pera-
deniya, are going to have a complete-
ly different system of education. In
Colombo they are adopting the
Thistlewaite Scheme, the majoring
scheme of broad-based learning,
which has an international outlook
and character, because the university
in Colombo is a metropolitan univer-
sity. In Peradeniya it will be a
national university with a Sinhala
and Tamil outlook, and the course of
studies will be concentrated on
specializing, and therefore, in a sense,
more narrow in outlook.

There are two alternatives from
which the students can choese ; they
can if they want choose the Colombo
style or the Peradeniya style, and
both are open to the Sinhala-medium
student, but the .Tamil-medium
student will have only Peradeniya
open to him hereafter. It is very un-
fair, very communal, and incorrect ;
it is against all the principles of
human rights and equal opportunities.
It is against the law because, accord-
ing to the University Act, no univer-
sity can be a Tamil university or a
Sinhala university or a Christian
university or a Hindu university or
a bhikku university.

We can understand your having a
bhikku university because such a
university is very necessary in this
country. The bhikkus in this coun-
] try must be given a training in Bud-
dhism ; they must know what really
are the teachings of the Buddha, the
precepts of the Buddha. We see
today many yellow-robed priests ;
they are not Buddhists ; they are anti-
Buddhists, and they preach the gos-
pel of anti-Buddhism. They are only
political upstarts who have nothing
to do with religion. A bhikku uni-
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versity is a very good thing, and we
all must recommend that one be
created. I say that trying to shut
out Arts students in the Tamil
medium from the Colombo Univer-
sity is absolutely unfair. The Sinhala-
medium students have a choice
between the Thistlewaite system
which they have in Colombo and the
Peradeniya system. Why should not
the Tamil students too have that
choice ? For instance, in Colombo
there are new courses of study like
Social Welfare, Home Economics and
Regional Development studies which
are not available in Peradeniya. In
Peradeniya they have a course of
studies for the degree of Bachelor of
Commerce, which is not available in
Colombo. The Tamil students have
no choice between these courses.

Then there are the Vidyodaya and
the Vidyalankara Universities where
the courses of studies are conducted
only in the Sinhala medium and,
therefore, the Tamil students are
shut out from those courses—courses
like Business Administration, Public
Administration, Personnel Manage-
ment, Industrial Management and
Professional Statistics. These are
available only at Vidyodaya and Vid-
yalankara, and not available either
in Colombo or in Peradeniya.

o S8wemE @

(Osorres FRWQsTo)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

As far as I am aware, only the
Tamil Arts students in Colombo who
number about 140, for whom we can-
not have a separate staff, have been
asked to attend the courses in Pera-
deniya. All the other faculties
including the Engineering and Medi-
cal Faculties will continue to be in
Colombo. This has been done to
avoid duplication of staff. So, it
is not correct to say that Tamil stu-
dents have been shut out from the
Colombo university.
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eeTe MmN BNABNDBY
(Qu_r&L i prasTser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I said that only the Arts students
in the Tamil medium have been shut
out from the Colombo University.

As I said, there are five courses of
study open only to Sinhala medium
students at the Vidyodaya and the
Vidyalankara Universities, namely,
Public  Administration,  Business
Administration, Personnel Manage-
ment, Industrial Management and
Professional Statistics. The Hon.
Minister will agree with me that no
Tamil student gets the opportunity
to follow those courses of study. In
order to minimize the linguistic
separation and encourage inter-com-
munal, inter-religious harmony and
understanding, the students of both
media should pursue their studies
together at least in Colombo and
Peradeniya, if not in Vidyodaya and
Vidyalankara.

Now, with regard to funds, I must
point out that no additional funds
will be required for the provision of
staff. I have got the figures with
me here. In the Tamil medium
there is provision for three assistant
lecturers in Economics, four assistant
lecturers in History, three assistant
lecturers in Geography, and two
assistant lecturers in Philosophy. But
there is only one assistant lecturer
in Economics, although there is pro-
vision for three. There are no assis-
tant lecturers in History, although
there is provision for four. It is only
for Geography that they have the full
cadre of three assistant lecturers.
Only one of the two posts of assistant
lecturer in Philosophy has been
filled. If this is not communal, if this
is not discriminatory, if this is not
unjust, I ask what is ?

Now, let us take the total. The
N.C.H.E. in their annual budget have
made provision for one post of
professor in Economics and 16
others; one post of professor in
Geography and 17 others ; one post of
professor in History and 18 others.
So, the money is available. There is
no difficulty about funds.
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Then, let us see how many of these
posts have been filled as between the
Sinhala medium and the Tanqﬂ
medium. One post of professor in
Economics in the Tamil medium and
11 in the Sinhala medium have been
filled. Out of 16 available posts, 12
have been filled and there are four
more to be filled. There is no
professor in History in the Tamil
medium while there are 13 in the
Sinhala medium. Out of 18 posts,
only 13 have been filled, and that too
in the Sinhala medium. They have
not filled a single post of professor in
History in the Tamil medium.

Do you call this a university ?

o S8weamE e

(Osorres Fflasrea )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Provided your statistics are correct.

ceemndu BHABNDBY
(Qr&L i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I guarantee the correctness of these
figures. I do not tell lies. I am not
a member of your party or the other
parties.—[Interruption.] I refer to the
S.L.F.P., the L.S.S.P. and the C.P.—
[Interruption.] The disease you
suffer from needs for its cure a
Dr. Naganathan !

In regard to History and Geography
there are 17 other posts provided of
which four have been filled in the
Tamil medium and ten in the
Sinhala medium. That is the provi-
sion already made for the filling of
these posts, according to the Report
of the N.C.H.E., unless it is telling
lies. What I am telling you now is
the truth as contained in the report.

But you say that you have no
money. Do not spend money ; do not
recruit staff ; do not even advertise
posts. The present Government is
following the example of the previous
Government. This was the treat-
ment meted out to the Tamils during
the time of the previous Government,
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and the present Government is doing
the same : It is merely following the
so-called Bandaranaike  policies,
Well, so much for statistics.

Last September, the Tamil students
who were following courses of study
in Colombo and who had passed their
first year examination in Arts were
asked to go to Peradeniya. They
were not given even one week’s
time, and they, thereafter, had to
continue their courses in Peradeniya.
At such short notice, where could
they go and reside in Peradeniya ? It
is a very difficult thing to find a
place to stay in Peradeniya. And
when they started work in Perade-
niya, some of the students found that
some of the studies they did in
Colombo were not available in Pera-
deniya. The authorities in Perade-
niya—the N.C.H.E. and the Vice-
Chancellor—had to make those
studies available.

And this brings me to the N.C.H.E.
The N.C.H.E. has been a thorough

failure. The Hon. Minister will
admit it. The N.C.H.E. has done
nothing. We wanted some kind of

machinery to co-ordinate, collabo-
rate with and guide the wvarious
universities. As long as there were
only two universities, one in Perade-

niya and the other in Colombo
there was no need for co-ordination,
collaboration and guidance. But
when there are four universities—
Colombo, Peradeniya, Vidyodaya
and Vidyalankara—there had to be
some sort of central body which
could co-ordinate, collaborate with
and guide the students and also
provide the necessary money. In
England there is the University
Grants Commission. What we have
here is just a big name “National
Council of Higher Education ”, and
nothing else. Has the N.C.H.E. done
anything  worthwhile ? Has it
helped you, Mr. Minister ? Has it
done anything for the benefit of the
students ? It is high time that you
scrapped it.
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Recently there was the election of
the Vice-Chancellor. I have nothing
against the present Vice-Chancellor.
He is a good boy. I call him “boy ”
because he was one of my patients
about 25 to 30 years ago. I have
known his father and mother,
although I lost touch with them some
25 years ago. I have nothing against
him. His father was a fine gentleman,
a good friend of mine, and his mother
a kind lady. They were a very nice
couple indeed. I have no doubt that
the Vice-Chancellor is a good and
reasonable man. In fact, I have
nothing against him.

But I say that in the election of
the Vice-Chancellor the N.C.H.E.
played a dirty game. I use the word
“dirty ”. Four names were proposed,
and of them Professor Mailvaganam—
he is not a friend of mine or of my
party—had the best qualifications;
he had the widest experience and
was the most eligible person. To say
that he was too old for the post is
nonsense. He is as old as our Hon.
Prime Minister. If the Hon. Dudley
Senanayake can be the Prime Minis-
ter at his age, Professor Mailvaganam
cannot be too old to be the Vice-
chancellor. They were both class-
mates at Cambridge. Sir Ramasamy
Mudaliyar was the Vice-Chancellor
of the Madras University for twenty
years and there was no trouble at all
in that university whereas in other
universities in India there was trou-
ble ; and he retired at the age of 80
years. So, a man of 60 years is not
too old to be the Vice-Chancellor of
the Colombo University. In fact, he
has the highest qualifications and was
the most capable of the candidates
for the post. How they came to omit
Professor Mailvaganam’s name in the
list of candidates submitted to the
Hon. Minister of Education should be
explained. The Hon. Minister is said
to have given instructions to some of
the members of the N.C.H.E. who are
supposed to be his stooages

o S8uewmE e
(Qzorrau FRG s T e )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

It is a damned lie!
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(9SS Traari)

(The Chairman)

The Hon. Minister cannot use the
words “damned lie”. Please with-
draw them.

o E8wemEC

(Qaorres mRwGsraw)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I withdraw the word ‘“damned ”.
I will call it a palpable lie.

©oDemM&w BNOBNDNBY
(QLrr& i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

May be a white lie!

a& E8wewmE G

(Qaerres mMLQSTV®)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I am sorry that such an insinu-
ation has been made against me as
Minister without any rhyme or
reason. I can assure the hon. Member
that I had no hand in this matter at
all.

coDemnde NOBNDBY

(QLré&L i praprser)

{Dr. Naganathan)

I am very glad to have your
assurance but it only makes the
work of the N.CH.E. seem more
heinous. Some of them were under
the impression—I do not know
whether the Hon. Minister too had
the same idea—that if you select a
Tamil as Vice-Chancellor at this
time just before the elections, it was
bad for the U.N.P.

wBeNBB

(s@rrFerr)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member must accept the
Hon. Minister’s word.

©ee%lw BHABNHEY

(Qu_r&iL_ii BrsprEer)

(Dr. Naganathan)

However capable and learned the

man may be, the party in power may
be under the impression that if they
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appoint a Tamil as Vice-Chancellor
it will be prejudicial to the
Government.

o S8wewmE @

(Csorres miluGsrawe)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

You have got this idea from the
“Daily Mirror ”.

ceRemnlen INGINHBY
(CraL_im prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

What are the instructions you gave
your Permanent Secretary ?

o& E8wewm@E G

(Q@orres mRLGsrow)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I asked him to vote for the man he
liked.

t3eyes
(2y&&rrFeri)
(The Chairman)

- The Hon. Minister has denied the
hon. Member’s allegation. The
hon. Member being a veteran
Member of Parliament should accept
the Hon. Minister’s denial and the
assurance he gave.

g . 3

©eDexmTNTw BHABHHBY

(Or&Li preprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

All right, Sir. In keeping with the
best parliamentary traditions, I
have to accept the Speaker’s Ruling,
but I am not accepting the Minister’s
word.

The next matter is about the case
of a certain girl who lives close to
my house. She was qualified to do a
Bio-Science course in the university.
She was asked by the N.C.HE.
whether she would like to go to the
Vidyalankara or the Vidyodaya
University. They knew that she had
studied in the Tamil medium, and
that teaching is not done in the
Tamil medium in those two univer-
sities. However they had asked her
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whether she would like to go to the
Vidyalankara or the Vidyodaya
University. This is how the N.C.H.E.
carries on. They make themselves a
laughing stock.

I want to say a few words about
the secondary schools in Jaffna. I
am sorry I have got to make some
definite ~ charges against certain
officers of the Minister’s staff. The
Hon. Minister himself is a good man.
I know him personally and I like him
personally, but as a Minister, I do
not like him.

There are men in the department
who are out to bring down the
standard of education, especially o
science education, in Jaffna, and the
excuse is that the standard of educa-
tion in Jaffna is too high and it must
come down. Is that the purpose of
education ? Is it your policy that
wherever the standard is high, you
must bring it down and not lift up
the standard elsewhere to that same
level ?

When bringing down the standard
of education in Jaffna, at least you
should think of raising the standards
of education in the Tamil areas
where the standards are low. In
Mannar, for example, they have been
asking for schools to teach up to the
Advanced Level, and they have been
asking for science laboratories.
They have collected a couple of
thousands of rupees and they have
asked the Government whether it
would send the teachers and the
equipment if they were to put up
the buildings, but no permission has
been granted for these people to help
themselves, despite there being no
expense to the Government.

In this connection, I wish to say a
few words about what the hon. Mem-
ber for Nintavur (Mr. Mustapha)
said. I was very happy to know that
the Government had decided to
provide a school in Nintavur to teach
up to the Advanced Level, but it
was done in the middle of the year.
How are the boys going to pass the
examination at'the end of that year ?

Bew]ds @538 eHAVCE®
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In July the school was started.
Teachers were pulled out from
Jaffna and sent to this school

but the hon. Member for Jaffna
(Mr. Ponnambalam)—not a Member
of our party—had got them back.
Then, in July, three other teachers,
two from my electorate and one
from Kopay, were taken out. They
are teachers who had been teaching
in the Advanced Level -classes.
Right in the middle of the year they
were transferred. They cannot be
of much help in Nintavur, because
they have been transferred in the
middle of the year, and the boys of
the schools from where they were
taken out would also suffer.

I took this matter up with the
officer-in-charge and recently, again,
six science teachers have been
removed from the 1st of October,
science teachers who are teaching
children who are studying for the
examination in December. No
replacements have been sent. Why
is this being done? Because in
Jaffna the educational standards are
high !

Near my house is a school, the
Senguntha Maha Vidyalaya. It is a
small school and it was coming up
because the teachers and the princi-
pal were dedicated men. This year’s
results were very good. There were
many students who had got distinc-
tions in the subjects they offered. I
am told that this school had more
pupils possessing distinctions than
any other school. I am subject to
correction. I have not verified this.
The point I want to make is this:
the teachers who were responsible
for such a creditable performance
have been transferred. @When a
school does well your idea is to keep
it down, to degrade it or to transfer
the science teachers.

When I spoke to the deputy direc-
tor in charge he showed me a chart
and told me, “We have spent much
more on our schools than on any
other schools.” Sir, in Jaffna the
Government did not spend one cent
by way of capital expenditure on any
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school. All the schools were built by
us or by the Christian missionaries or
by the Hindu missionaries or by the
people. The Government only took the
schools over. There was no capital
expenditure on those schools. So that
chart or graph shown to me by the
deputy director is nothing but, to use
the words of the Hon. Minister, a
D.L.! You know what that means.
It does not mean ‘“diplomatic”. It
means ‘“damned lie.”

23223253
(y&@rrsari)
(The Chairman)

I ask the hon. Member to withdraw
that expression.

eeDemndw IHONNBY
(QLr&Li [prspTEeT)

(Dr. Naganathan)

That graph I want to show—

23S
(&S rreeri)
(The Chairman)

Before he talks about the graph
will he withdraw that expression ?

eeDeMmM e NOBRDBY
(Qu_r&L_m [Brs BT ser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

No, Sir!

BN

(258 rr&ari)

(The Chairman)

It is not a case of “ No, Sir.” I am

asking the hon. Member to withdraw
the words “damned lie.”

eeRemn 8t BHOBNHSY
(Qu_rr&Lir [BrspTser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I withdraw the words.

238383753

(egr&h@ﬂm?m;f )

(The Chairman)

Hon. Members should not take
advantage of my kindness. They

seem to think that they can use any
word here.

1969 exef @S 14
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coemnBw BNABNRBY
(Qu_r&L_it [pirsprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

The Hon.
words.

ISy

(o5& rmFesi)

(The Chairman)

And T got him to withdraw them.

coDemnds THOENBY
(Qu_r&iL_ir s pirger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Right, Sir, I withdraw the words.

A very good teacher teaching in the
Advanced Level classes was taken out

of Kokuvil Hindu College from 1st |

of July, When I asked why that was
done, what was I told ? I was asked,
“How many graduates have you got
there ?” 1T said that we had ten gra-
duates and asked, “ Do you know how
many students we have ? We have

got 304 Ordinary Level students in
Arts, 262 Ordinary Level students in
Science and 130 Advanced Level stu-
dents in Science. ”

Every boy doing science has to
offer physics and chemistry. The
other subjects, depending on the
course you are taking are botany,
zoology,  mathematics, advanced
mathematics, or applied mathematics.
S0 how many graduates do you want
to teach those subjects ?
so many classes of 30 boys each and

the number of work hours is 40 g

week. So if out of 10 graduates you
take away one, how do you expect
them to carry on ? But the deputy
director will show a graph and say,
“Kokuvil Hindu College has got 10
graduates.” But you cannot keep
graphs without reference to all the
factors—the number of students and
SO on.

Similarly, in the case of Jaffna
Hindu College, there are 450 boys do-
ing the Ordinary Level in Science and

3370
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200 boys doing the Advanced
Level in science, And you want to
reduce the number of graduate
teachers. Now, you will ask me how
these schools got so many students.

adL 8wemE G
(Qzorras mNUGETO®)
{The Hon. Iriyagolle)
How many graduates ?

eoRemndes HONDBY

(QLr&_ir prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

At Jaffina Hindu College, 14, but
there are 450 boys doing the Ordinary
Level in science and 200 boys doing
the Advanced Level in science.

od SSwem@ G
(Qzerras FRwGETa®)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

We expect graduates to teach at the
Advanced Level.

oM NOBHHLY
(Qr&L i praprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Then who is going to teach the
Ordinary Level students ?

@& S8wemmE @
(Qserres mluGQsrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

| Specialized trained
science.

teachers in

CeVemMTs HABNHBY
(Qré i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

That is a big fraud because
Ordinary Level students—

o8 S8wemE @
(Qaworrer mALGsraem)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I say, generally.

BHewlEn 9535 LeFAC®
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ceDemndes BNABENBY

(QLr&L_i prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I can understand what the Minister
is saying if there are no graduates
available and you are forced into the
position where you have to train some
persons as science teachers. But there
are thousands of graduates waiting

without jobs.

In fact I told the Hon. Prime
Minister that if he wanted to send
good teachers to Nintavur, there are
several Second Class graduates of the
University of Ceylon who have taught
for one or two years as temporary
assistant lecturers. I said that you
could make use of them without pull-
ing out teachers from our schools in
the middle of the year.

DNOSIEH HO e,

(8. s»rrgerib)
(Mr. Thurairatnam)

How many cadre vacancies are
there for graduates ?

@@@qmanaw BNDBNDBY
(Qurr&L i praprsaer)
(Dr. Naganathan)

That is a very wrong—

oG S8weanE C
(Qserres mFRlwGsTo)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
It is not wrong—

eeDemTis BNOBNDBY

(Qur&L_im praprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

—and improper use of material.
You must know how to use material.
I am not finding fault with you for
not finding jobs for graduates. You

are preventing graduates from find-
ing jobs. We want them. When you

opened the Nintavur school in Janu-
ary, there were graduates avail-
able. Till July there were no
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graduates in the A. L. classes. But
in the middle of the year in June
you pulled them out of Jaffna and
sent them there. That is very wrong.

aé& E8wewxmE G

(Qaerras mMlwGsreae)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Classes, I think, started after May.

eeReMNTG BNNBNDBY

(QLr&Lir prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Anyway you waited till July. May
was late enough.

o S8wemE G

(Qserres mAWGSTW®)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Excess science teachers were taken
out of those schools.

coDemNde BNAINHBY

(Qur&ir prsprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

They were not excess teachers. If
you are an educationist and if you
know anything about education, you
will not say that there was an ex-
cess. On what grounds do you say
there was an excess ? Is it because
Mr. Alles says so ? Who is he to say
so ? He gives you wrong statistics.
His statistics and graphs are lies.

oG E8weamE @

(Czorra wciu_.'@a;rrsbsv)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Be patient, Doctor !

ceRemde BHOIHBY

(QLraL i prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

There are different kinds of lies.
There is the white lie, there is the
ordinary lie and then there is the
bad lie, the statistics. Your Mr. Alles
indulges in statistics without proper
factors. He can fool you but he can-
not fool us.

Then transfer of teachers should
not take place in the middle of the
year.

1969 eI one@E 14
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ad S8wemE C
(Qaerres mlwGsmreoe)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

For your edification may I mention
this if you do not mind. This is the
pupil graduate ratio in secondary
schools : the Island’s position is 63.52,
Colombo 59.7, Colombo North 72.8,
Galle 66, Kandy 56, Jaffna 41.19. That
is the ratio.

eCDemNI BINHBNHBY
(Ou_ir&L_i praprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

That is without taking into
account the number of students in
the class.

aé S8wemE @
(Qaerrar mFRlwGsTae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Counting the number, I am giving
you the pupil teacher ratio. You can-
not expect more than that.

eCDEMN & BHOBINDBY
(Qr&i_i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Those figures have got to be
checked.

ab G3wemE @
(Casarres mfluGaroew)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
The figures are correct.

eoDemende HOBNDBY
(C_ma&L_i prsprEserT)
(Dr. Naganathan)

They are Mr. Alles’ figures. I do
not take them as correct.

ab E8sewmE G
(Qsorrar G ETVM )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Then there is no argument. Do you
expect me to accept your figures or
my department’s figures ?

-, Thurairatnam)
What is the optimum ratio ?
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(&5 mrFeri)

(The Chairman)

Will you please sit down ?

DNOSRSN D e,
(8. s TTGarih)
(Mr. Thurairatnam)
I have been a teacher.

23S
(&G rreart)
(The Chairman)

- Will you please sit down ? You can
teach as much as you like, but when
you are in Parliament act like a par-
liamentarian. You cannot get up and
ask questions like this. What
undignified behaviour on the part of
Members, shouting and asking
questions and interrupting the whole
Debate !

ceDemndw HHAHNBY

(QOurdii prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

On the transfer of teachers, I
think there must be a new policy.
Teachers should not be transferred
in the middle of the year. When you
want to transfer teachers from a
college, at least consult the principal
of the college. They will be able to
tell you who is the man they can
spare and whom they cannot spare.

Headmasters are all being trans-
ferred. I got a telegram today from
my constituency. There is a Metho-
dist Mission Tamil Mixed School in
my electorate. For a long time they
had no headmaster. The headmaster
came in there in January 1968, one
Mr. William. I understand from
many old boys and people in the
neighbourhood—they all wrote to me
and sent me telegrams—that after
this man came there the level of the
school had gone up and he had kept
the school very well. In that school
all classes are integrated. You find
the lowest class and the highest class
all studying there together very
nicely. This man was mainly respon-
sible for it. Now suddenly he has

Bewddm 2535 LeHVC®
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been sent away from that school to
another school. The people say, “Our
school will fall.” This man has been
there only for one year and nine
months. What was the reason for
transferring him out of that school ?
If they had consulted the area ins-
pector he would have told them that
this school was getting on very well
especially after this headmaster
came. He must get out for no rea-
son ; mainly because some politician
or other person pulled a string, the
officials in the headquarters trans-
ferred this teacher out. I must say
that in my capacity as Member of
Parliament I have never wanted any
teacher transferred out of a district.
That is a low thing for a parliamen-
tarian to do. If a teacher is appoin-
ted to an area he must be allowed to
carry on his work unhindered. There
must be some hard and fast rules
for teacher transfers.

&g. en. 3.15

There is a convent which is doing
very well. The principal of that con-
vent is a nun who is a graduate. Ear-
lier this year the nun and 16 of the
teachers in that convent were trans-
ferred together. She had been in that
school for three years and within that
period she raised the level of the
school very high. Of the 16 teachers
transferred from that convent five
were key people. They were doing a
very good job of work; they were
preparing a bright future for the
school, but suddenly one day all of
them were transferred. When that
happened, I interviewed the Hon.
Minister and the Director-General of
Education. I told them that the school
was coming up very well, and by
transferring 16 teachers out of that
school they were only bringing down
the standard of that school. Why did
you transfer 16 teachers all at once ;
why not transfer 11 or 12 and keep
the key people there to continue their
good work ? But I was told that they
had served more than the prescribed
period in that school. This is what
mass education can do. People do not
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have any love for a school, they do
not build up any affection for their
old school. They do not respect their
old school tie. This is what mass edu-

cation has done.

The Director-General of Education
is a very fine gentleman. I am sorry to
say that he knows nothing about edu-
cation. He has no experience in
educational work.

aé 95Y Bolowy
(Qaorrer oymssseul HauT)
(An hon. Member)

Who is he ?

CeDemNBw ZNOBNDBY

(Cr_r&L i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I do not know who he is. Has the
Director-General ever been a tea-
cher ? Has he ever taught ? Has he
been a principal of a school ? He will
make a very secretary fo the
Cabinet.

Anyway, when these transfers are
effected some consideration must be
shown to the school, to those inter-
ested in the welfare of the school. If
they are needed badly in that school
you must not transfer them.

NS Y Bolecsy
(Qaorres oymssgeui emer)
(An hon. Member)
How about the Harijans ?

cedemende HABHHSY

(Quré i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I now come to the question of school
buildings. The old school buildings
were of one type. They were only fit
to be used as cattle sheds. There were
some which were 60 feet long, others
80 feet long and some even 120 feet
long. It was a long hall and all the
classes were held there. There were
no separate class rooms as we have
now.

1969 e’ @RE 14
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a& 95Y BDlewny

(Qserral ojmsssaI eI )
(An hon. Member)

As in Nallur!

CeDEMNTWw BNOBNDBY

(QL_ré&i_i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

In Nallur there are better school
buildings because the Tamils of old
and the missionaries of old built
good schools.

But the subsequent schools were
not as good. Besides, even to maintain
the schools you did not get separate
staff. We have a Superintending Engi-
neer who is over-burdened with
work. He has to look after the whole
island and he spends a large sum of
Rs. 70 million a year. The ordinary
engineers spend only Rs. 5 million.
He has not got any assistants. In
every area where you get a regional
director, you must have a regional
engineer. This Superintending Engi-
neer was raised to that level. He is
well qualified in school engineering,
so that there is some kind of cons-
tructive thinking and action.

aé S8weamE G

(Qsarres miflGarew)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

It looks as if he has approached
you.

ecVemndw sNONDBY

(&L prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

There is one thing I want to say:
you have—when I say “ You ”, I mean:
the previous government—closed
down the state-aided schools. Most of
them were mission schools or Hindu
Board of Education schools, and those
teachers who opted to remain and
continue in these non-fee levying free
schools have been punished by you.
The teachers there are not eligible
for pensions.

Today the Junior Minister of Edu~
cation said that a sum of Rs. 52 mil-
lion is being spent on pirivena educa-
tion. They are also state-aided schools
meant only for Sinhalese and Bud-
dhists, which is against the law.
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ad; @y Hodewwy
(Qsarras g/ﬁﬁf&:‘ﬁﬁ@ff gg@éwf)
(An hon. Member)
What about the Harijans ?

@eDeBINdB BNHINNBY
(Qr&m prspTser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

What did you say ?

It is against the law and against
all principles to spend on schools
today which are religious schools or
communal schools. These pirivena
schools are one hundred per cent
state-aided, one hundred per cent
Sinhala, and one hundred per cent
Buddhist, and you are going to spend
Rs. 52 million on them. You ought
to be ashamed of what you are doing.
I will tell you why. You can at least
see that these teachers in the private
schools get their pensions. I am sorry
to see that there is not one leftist or
progressive fellow here now. They
were against the giving of pensions—

238085
(Yys&@rraeri)
(The Chairman)

They are not “fellows”, they are
hon. Members.

CeRe Bl BHSBNDHBY
(QréL i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

When I call them “fellows” I am
complimenting them.

s B

(58 rrFeri)

(The Chairman)
Anyway, not here.

©eDemnde BNOBNDBY

(Qrs i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

When I call them “fellows” I am
treating them as my equals. Any-
way, I shall call them “ Members™,

They were against giving pensions
to teachers in private schools. That
Is what these so-called progressive
Ppeople do in this world. We want to

Bewl Sy @8I85 DeFACH
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give pensions to everybody, but cer-
tain teachers who are giving good
service to the country are not getting

any pensions.

I appeal to the Hon. Minister. As
I said, I like him. He is a good man.
It is only in regard to education that
I do not like him. Let him tell me
under what law these pirivena
schools are to be given this assistance.
These pirivena schools, we are told,
are meant only for priests, but 90 per
cent of the children there are not
priests but those who are studying
for the G. C. E. examinations. Here
comes another progressive man, Sir,
who was against the giving of
pensions to teachers.

6Cw € WerRIND Qw. (BHEo)

(B Qavewell (& T QT 5 GOT—LIT G [
Zop)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

I am glad you call me a revolu-
tionary.

eeDemnse BNNINDBY

(Qr&Li [praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I said you are another progressive.

Anyway, Sir, about these pirivena
schools——

a& Y BDlewsy

(Oserras oymsssar emeu)

(An hon. Member)

What about the Harijan schools ?

eeDemnle shOsNH5Y

(QLr&L i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Well, my hon. Friend from Vad-
dukkoddai (Mr. Amirthalingam) will
tell you something about them.

3B

(&8 rreari )

(The Chairman)

Can the hon. Member justify
speaking for over 45 minutes ?


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3381
S8k axmsy em0®em, 1969-70

cedemndn shasnHsY
(QOré i prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Have I spoken for over 45 minutes,
Sir ?

taemas S
(258 rrseri)
(The Chairman)

At 325 pm. he will reach that
mark.

CODCmMNBw BNOENDHBY
(OLr&. i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Well, then, Sir, I shall not take
long.

I wish to say a word about sports.
Sports is very good, but we do not
have enough land in towns to have
playgrounds. So we can have
gymnastics in every school. In
Germany, India and other places,
children are taught gymnastics, so
that they can build up their body
and get the exercise they need.

ad @Y RDéowny
(Oserrar oyms s seur R,
(An hon. Member)

What about ju-jitsu ?

oeDemNiB HABHHBY

(Orr&L i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Not ju-jitsu but gymnastics. Ju-
Jitsu is dangerous because once

these boys learn it they will finish
off the Minister and his officials.

20. fuCC ¢Red Dyl @w. (&
GNER BePIB® ®5IH)

(B@L 2L 1)
Caraptbr) 1055 apsaris 91 & ST )

(Mr. M. Falil Abdul Caffoor—First
Colombo Central)

Mr. Chairman, I must thank you
for giving me an opportunity to
speak a few words on this Vote.

It is usual for Members on this
side of the House to reply to some
of the points raised by the Members
on the other side. Where the hon.

GTLD.  LIGe Fe
D) SLYT
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Member for Nallur (Dr. Naganathan)
is concerned, I shall leave it to the
Hon. Minister to reply to him
because he has raised a number of
points to which it will not be pos-
sible for me to give an answer. I
am going to talk only about my
area—Colombo Central.

I must say that after we were
elected to Parliament in March
1965, a number of complaints came
to me, letters from parents, that
they could not get accommodation
for their children in schools. In
fact when I took up the matter with
the officials, they examined the
position, and I must say that in the
years 1966, 1967 and 1968, the num-
ber of complaints have been pro-
gressively reduced. I must thank
the Hon. Minister and the officials
for taking necessary action in this
regard.

In the year previous, somewhere
about August-September, the officials
assess the extent of accommodation
available in schools for the coming
year. They make arrangements in
such a manner as to enable parents
to know the schools where accom-
modation is available for their
children. But in a number of these
schools most of the vacancies have
been filled.

So in the future there will not be
enough room for children who seek
admission to these schools. The
position is that we have not been
able to put up any new buildings
and increase accommodation to meet
the coming situation.

In most of the schools there has
been a yearly increase in the number
of admissions. The problem of ac-
commodation in schools in Colombo
Central is also very acute. Unless
immediate action is taken to see that
a certain amount of accommodation
is made available, we will be placed
in a difficulty in regard to admis-
sions. We will have to cramp up the
children in these schools. Already
they are cramped up. In some
schools one class adjoins the other
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class. So, I would appeal to the
Hon. Minister to get his officials to
examine the situation and see what
could be done.

Then there is the problem of
acute shortage of accommodation in
the Maradana area. The position is
that first-grade children find it
difficult to secure admission to
schools in and around this area. We
went into the matter. I had a dis-
cussion with the Hon. Minister of
Local Government who also repre-
sents Colombo Central, and he has
agreed to allocate two acres of land
in the Maligawatte Scheme for a
school. I would kindly request the
Hon. Minister to see that the neces-

sary buildings are put up so that
most of the difficulties in the
Maradana area could be solved.

That will not only ease the situation
in the Maradana, Borella and the
surrounding areas, but also prove
very helpful to the Muslim children.

I should like to point out to the
Hon. Minister that, apart from one
or two buildings that we have,
Hameed-al-Husseini and Khairiya
Girls’ School, no other buildings
have come up for the last ten years.
I do not blame the Hon. Minister for
what happened in the earlier period,
but these schools have been
neglected. And unless we do some-
thing to erect new buildings to meet
the situation that has arisen, we will
find it difficult to accommodate
these children.

Slave Island is another place
where there is much overcrowding.
There is a government land pur-
chased ten years ago that is lying
idle. I would like if immediate
action is taken to put up a building
there, because there is a morning
session in the Sinhalese school and
an evening session in the Tamil
school, where students are studying.
So, if action is taken, it will help the
Sinhalese, Muslim and Tamil
children attending classes there. I

would request that that matter too

be looked into and some arrange-
ment be made to put up a separate
building for the purpose of separat-
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ing the Sinhalese school and the
Tamil school. This will also ease
the present congestion in the Slave

Island area.

3.30

. @M.

As you know, the Colombo Central
electorate is a thickly populated
area. There are certain Muslim
areas which are particularly so
where it is very difficult to find
school accommodation for children
who seek admission to Grade I.
I would earnestly urge the Hon.
Minister to ask his officials to look
into this and give him a report so
that something could be done to ease
the situation.

About 8 years ago, the two schools
known as Hussainia Muslim School
and Hameedia Muslim School were
amalgamated and given the name
Hameed-al-Husseini ~ School. This
school has now got 1,550 students,
and I would earnestly request the
Hon. Minister to upgrade this school
as a maha vidyalaya. I understand
from the regional director that only
Al Hidaya School has reached maha
vidyalaya status, and I would
request the Hon. Minister to see that
Hameed-al-Husseini School which
was amalgamated about eight years
ago and which is 40 to 50 years old,
also is given maha vidyalaya status.

There 1is considerable difficulty
with regard to the teaching of
science in the Muslim schools. I
have brought this question to the
notice of the Hon. Minister too.
There are 11 government Muslim
schools with about 11,500 students,
but there are no facilities for teach-
ing science in any of these schools.
I brought this matter to the notice
of the Hon. Minister about two years
ago, and I am grateful to him for
making arrangements to provide a
science laboratory to one of the
schools. I wunderstand from the
regiona! director that Al Hidaya
School is to be given a science

laboratory. I would request the
Hon. Minister that Hameed-al-
Husseini School also be given a

science laboratory.
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As you know, in the days gone by,
parents preferred to get their child-
ren to study arts, but now, with so
much unemployment among arts
graduates, parents want their child-
ren to study science, and provision
for the teaching of science is an
urgent necessity. And if no imme-
diate action is taken the enthusiasm
among the parents as well as the
children is likely to die down.
Therefore, I would urge the
Hon. Minister to give serious con-
sideration to this matter. It may be
that immediately a sufficient number
of children may not be available in
every school to make provision for
the teaching of science, but I am sure
that once the arrangements are made
the number of children taking
science will increase. I would
request the Hon. Minister to treat
that matter as a very urgent one,

I also request that another science
laboratory be allotted for the Muslim
schools in the Colombo Central area.

At present there are only two
Muslim girls’ schools in the Colombo
Central area, namely, Fathima Girls’
School with 1,200 girls, and Khairiya
Girls’ School with 1,000 girls.
Fathima Girls’ School is situated on
rented land. This matter was
brought to the notice of the
Hon. Minister, and I am grateful to
him for taking necessary action to
acquire this land. Once the land is
acquired the Government must make
the necessary alterations to the
buildings and so on, so that the 1,200
girls who study there will have the
necessary facilities for their educa-
tion.

Now, a word about the school =t
Mihindumawata. That school had a
student population of 1,200. But since
the advent of the present principal,
most of the children are going away
from the school. Things have taken a
turn for the worse. Now I am told
that with the exodus of children the
roll has come down to a mere 600
students. I think immediate action
has to be taken in this matter. An in-
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quiry should be made as to why this
state of affairs has arisen. If. the pre-
sent principal is not satisfactory,
action should be taken to see th_at he
is removed and a proper person is put
in his stead. The principal who was
there from 1965 to 1968 had done a
vast amount of work, and the school
had obtained very good results at
public examinations. After the pre-
sent principal came in things have
deteriorated to a large extent, and the
people of the area come and worry
me to see that something is done. I
am afraid if this state of affairs con-
tinues this Muslim school will have
to be closed down. T would like the
Hon. Minister to give due considera-
tion to this and see what could be

done.

Another school which I would like
to refer to is the Green Street Mus-
lim School which hoasts of a roll of
1,800 students. This school has build-
ings so very old that every time it
rains it is a question of telegrams
chasing the department and tele-
grams chasing me. Any number of
temporary repairs have been done,
but the situation has not improved
much. Unless something is done soon
to provide better accommodation the
only school serving that area will be
in difficulties and unable to carry on
any more, particularly in the rainy
season. So, I would like the Hon.
Minister to obtain a report about the
school and see what can be done to
rectify matters.

o¥. B. S¥sNGD . (g&RGE)

(B. Cs. 9. 7&@E@)WUES—9@ITT SLTLD)
(Mr. K. B. Ratnayake—Anuradhapura)
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Se B0, SedBensy o g¥)
&HR@Es endNnRwdsY BCE  BEB
BNescszsy o &L Bensy | 296sY
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(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)

Myr. Chairman, in this year of the
centenary celebrations which have
given pride of place to our achieve-
ments in the field of education, the
Muslims of this country should
consider to what extent the study
of Arabic and Islam in their schools
has reached that degree of—I would
not say perfection—satisfaction, in
order that every possible assistance
may be given to the study of these
two disciplines, namely, Arabic and
Islam.

LT Jfr@mﬁér(méi

Arabic is the living and spoken
language of mnearly 400 million
people of the world. It is also the
language of the Holy Quran. It is
the language of the great literature,
philosophy, science and theology of
Islam. Therefore, Arabic is much
more vital and fundamental to the
Muslims than the language of any
other religion. I am not mentioning
this by way of making an invidious
distinction between Islam and the
other religions, but Arabic is so
indispensably and inextricably
bound with our religion that one
cannot understand the true spirit of
Islam unless one knows Arabic as
well. I think, therefore, we should
applaud this Government and even
the previous Government for having
recognized religion as a compulsory
subject for the study of our children,
both male and female, because the
study and practice of religion are a
very necessary foundation for the
development of one’s character and
personality, culture and values.

Making religion a compulsory
subject in the schools has contri-
buted a great deal, as far as the
Muslims are concerned, towards the
study of Islam as a subject in all
areas where Muslims live. We find
from the results of the G.C.E.
(Ordinary Level and Advanced

1969 s o E8RE 14
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Level) Examinations that Islam as a
subject has found a very prominent
place in the curricula of our Muslim
schools. Therefore, we ought to be
very happy and should congratulate
the Government and all the officials
who have contributed to the progress
of the study of Islam as a subject
in this country.

Q. . 4

I do not know whether the same
can be said about the study of
Arabic. Arabic, we know, 1is a
subject for the G.C.E. (Ordinary
Level and Advanced Level) Exami-
nations, and it is also a subject
recognized for admission to the
Ceylon University where there is an
Arabic Faculty.

It will be interesting and useful
to find out how many students offer
Arabic for the G.C.E. (Ordinary
Level and Advanced Level) Exami-
nations. I have no statistics on this
question, but I am trying to find out
the number of students who offer
Arabic as a subject for the G. C. E.
(Ordinary Level and Advanced
Level) Examinations from both
maha vidyalayas and senior schools,
in relation to the total number of
students in this country. I think
that will be a true indication, to some
extent, of the way in which the
study of this language has been
encouraged, supported and helped
to grow. The number of passes in
Arabic at these examinations, parti-
cularly the Advanced Level Exami-
antion, will indicate that. I am
sorry I do not have the necesssary
statistical figures to draw an infer-
ence, but the only criterion, perhaps
the one criterion, by which we can
judge the extent to which the
teaching of Arabic as a language
has succeeded is by considering the
number of admissions to the
University of Ceylon.

Sir, in the University of Ceylon
we have a professor and a lecturer
to lecture to the students in Arabic
and Islam, and Islamic Civilization
also. When one looks at the admis-
sions to the universities, as given in
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the Report of the National Council
for Higher Education, 1967-68, 'the
fisures are not at all encouraging.
The report shows that the admis-
sions for 1967-68 to the Ceylon
University are: first year students:
one in Arabic, five in Tamil
Language ; third year students: one
in English, two in Tamil. That is
for the General degree. And second
year students: one, doing a special
degree course in Tamil. That is all

for 1967-68.

I understand that the number of
students who really got admitted for
the study of Arabic to the Ceylon
University is very restricted and
very few. That perhaps is some
indication, some clue, of the extent
to which the study of Arabic in this
country, including Islam, has made
an impact on the education of
Muslims in this country.

We have in the University of
Ceylon, Dr. Imam and Mr. Shukri,
and their complaint to me is that
they do not get enough students to
come into the University for the
study of Arabic and Islam. I asked
them for the reason and their view
is that the whole system of study in
the schools, have to be remodelled
and changed in order to raise the
standard by providing facilities,
textbooks and teaching staff.

If we are to get a fairly large
number or at least a fair number of
students, to take to the study of
Arabic in the universities, the staff
position should improve.

What is the position today ? We
have 400 moulavis for the teaching
of Arabic and Islam in various
schools. We have appointed four
inspectors of Arabic. There are
vacancies for a hundred moulavis

who can be appointed to the Muslim
schools.

Bewldm @5IF5) SeTNC®
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Recently, the Hon. Minister ap-
pointed 94 moulavis. There are yet
another 100 vacancies to be filled, I
understand the Hon. Minister intends
filling those vacancies.

Now, as regards payment, there
are three scales of payment. It is a
curious kind of salary structure. In
the case of al-alims, that is, those
people who get through the pres-
cribed examination run by the
Arabic Study Examination under
the Ministry of Education, they are
paid Rs. 67 per month ; then there
are moulavis with the G.C.E.
Ordinary Level certificate who are
paid Rs. 64 per month ; and there
are the moulavis who are registered
at the madarasas or the theological
colleges—I understand there are

eight of them which are recognized
as competent madarasas, which have
the necessary teaching staff, the
necessary finances for the teaching
of the various subjects in a mada-
rasa—and they are paid Rs. 52 per
month. It is true that the study of
Arabic in a madarasa in this country
is based on a system which is, if I
may say so, obsolete and historic.
They still continue to teach the same
old subjects like logic and so on
and they have not been able to
adapt the entire curriculum to the
needs of modern society. It is one
of those regrettable things, but I
think in advanced countries where
Arabic is taken seriously as a subject
for study

it
(&& rraeari)
(The Chairman)

This is another Second Reading
speech.

DEN SN w8 ®ca.
(@)L 'EEILG?@ wifl&Esri)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)

This is fairly important.
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(258 rmeari)

(The Chairman)

It may be important but it is a
Second Reading speech that the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary is now
making. This is the Committee
stage of the Appropriation Bill
and there are 40 more hon. Members
to speak, and at the Committee stage
speeches should be limited to draw
attention to some specific short-
comings and things like that.

DHREZN S Scn.
(s pulde) wflssni)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)

I am raising the question of
certain shortcomings.

E@%a&&ﬁ
(;yée@mr&@rd‘)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
is raising matters of policy.

DHIzNn SE wmE Sea.

(@ ple) wissrr)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

I am saying that we are not doing
enough, and even with what we are
doing with the existing staff and
financial provision we are not
getting the desired results, because
there is something wrong some-
where, and I want the Hon. Minister
to go into this whole question of
the study of Arabic in this country.

aé SS8wemE @

(Qserres mlwGsree )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

The academic qualifications are
very low and you want us to employ
them, and then you also say that
they cannot teach.

DI S wmE .

(@ pule wissmi)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

The Hon. Minister is going off at
a tangent. I am not asking him to

employ or not to employ. I am only
saying that the study of Arabic in

1969 eif o8 14
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this country is not very satisfactory.
We do not have the mnecessary
teaching staff. We do not have the
necessary text books. I am, there-
fore, asking the Hon. Minister to
raise the standard by a number of
ways. He must find out what the
shortcomings are.

For example, there is the Arabic
Association under his Ministry and
it is trying to do some work, but I
am afraid that their efforts are not
sufficiently productive. They have
been asked to do a job of work
which they are trying hard to do,
but they cannot reach the necessary
standard because they lack proper
organization and direction and
personnel.

I am pointing out these things to
the Hon. Minister so that he can
really set up a commission to go
into this whole question of the study
of Arabic and Islam in this country
and see by what ways and means
this study can be advanced, so that
students who are really serious
about studying Arabic and Islam in
the wuniversity and graduating in
those subjects can be helped.

Textbooks set by the Ministry of
Education are not available. For
example, the Beirut edition of a text
book for the advanced level has to
be purchased in London. It is not
available here. If textbooks are
prescribed, the Ministry should see
to it that those books are available
to students and teachers, in this
country.

aé SSwemE G

(Qzerres mFRwGsToem)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

We do not print religious books.

NRN 3 & Sca.
(@ pude) wilssrr)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)

I am not asking the Minister to
print books. I am asking him to see
that if textbooks which are pres-
cribed for these studies are not
available in the country they are
got down here through some agency
from which students and teachers

]
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can obtain them. If students cannot

get the textbooks that are pres-

cribed how do you expect them to

sit for the examination and make a

success of it ?

And there are no Tamil medium
books in which Arabic can be
taught.

I think these are matters which
the Hon. Minister should go into on
the basis of recommendations which
he can obtain from a commission
consisting of local people and pos-
sibly experts from outside like India
or Pakistan or Malaysia, where the
study of Islam and Arabic has
reached a high level.

The Hon. Minister can recruit
moulavis after an examination con-
ducted by the department, on a
higher standard, and they must be
competent to teach Arabic, Islam
and Islamic History and all those
subjects that go to make up Islamic
Civilization. Perhaps the Hon.
Minister does not know that there is
not even an Arabic teacher at Royal
College. In some of the leading
colleges, although there are a large
number of Muslim students, there
are no teachers qualified to teach
Arabic as a subject for the G.C. E.
(O.L.) or G.C.E. (A.L.) examina-
tion. You cannot expect students to
offer Arabic as a subject for either
of these two examinations unless
there are teachers to teach the
subject.

I would strongly recommend to
the Hon. Minister to set up a com-
mission to go into this whole ques-
tion of the study of Arabic and also
Islam in this country and obtain a
report as to ways and means by
which these two subjects can be
strengthened and promoted.

WLnsB
(oG8 rrsari)
(The Chairman)

The Sitting is

d
485 sl

till
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Sitting accordingly suspended
4.35 p.m. and then resumed.

till

NS

(21&&rrFeri )

(The Chairman)

It has been suggested, in order to
make up for the time we have lost
already, that we go on with the
Debate till 8.30 p.M. every day up
to the 16th and also take one hour
from the luncheon interval. Do
hon. Members agree to that ?

0, Oy RaG
(Q@orreas _oyms s o sor )

(Hon. Members)
Aye !

DEND cea&en . (cen coned®)
(8-
G’lﬁ ILI-J@_,-!
(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

It is a little difficult to discuss
educational matters in the absence
of both the Hon. Minister and his
Parliamentary Secretary. Their
absence appears to underscore the
general irrelevancy of our discus-
sions here in regard to most matters
from the point of view of the
impaect that these discussions have
on Hon. Ministers, their attitudes
and government policy.

T8 s > = e . 1)) R - T
Cumr@y. Qe ruienr—0Olsrapibry s

8. c8@OnY SwBoen O, (D E8iny
™ QS ¢ O0Bee wEBeluymp edne)

(Ba BB —oss
Osrifl®, s pOmifler syewdafer Lrrres
Loarpé Smiflu g )

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

. @@%mﬁamggr

Minister or Ministers ?
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AEsHD cenBw .
(8. Quire Qeriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You can decide that question. It is
my misfortune that on the last occa-
sion on which I decided to discuss the
subject of education, and to limit my
contribution to the Throne Speech
Debate to the subject of education,
the Hon. Minister was not here. On
that occasion he was in hospital and
we wished him well.

It is time now to take a balance
sheet of what have been the conse-
quences of the policy followed by the
Hon. Minister over this five-year
period. I would be the last person to
deny that the Hon. Minister has had
very good intentions in a number of
matters and that he has in a number
of instances sought to put things
right, things which he found were not
quite satisfactory. But there is a big
gap between intention and perform-
ance, and there is a still further gap
between action and result, and it is
on the basis of the consequences that
we have to make an evaluation of
what has been achieved. From that
point of view, though I may have to
make very hard statements and hard
criticisms, they need not be inter-
preted as any particular attack or
onslaught upon individuals or upon
the reputation of individuals or any-
thing like that.

I know a large number of persons
engaged in education in this country,
both in the departmental bureaucracy
as well as on the academic staff of
institutions of higher and secondary
education. I have very great respect
for a number of them. In fact, I must
state that most Education Department
officials, except in a very few inst-
ances, in regard to any questions that
were asked of them or any matters in
regard to which it has been necessary
for me to negotiate, have generally
tried within the limits of government
policy to help me.

Everything I have said up to now I
have said in appreciation. The rest of
it is a lot of unpleasant criticism. Mr.
Chairman, the entire structure of
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education today—I admit that we in-
herited a large number of sins from
the past, some of which previous Gov-
ernments tried to correct; maybe
something went wrong even under
the dispensation of previous Govern-
ments ; I am not denying that—what-
ever legacy the Hon. Minister in-
herited after a hundred years of edu-
cation in this country, this legacy that
he had to handle and manage, has
shown signs, despite his good inten-
tions, of considerable mismanagement
over the past five years. The entire
structure of education in this country
from the bottom upwards right up to
the higher education level Ileaves
much to be desired. The Hon. Minis-
ter began by announcing that he was
proposing to legislate in three differ-
ent ways for the purpose of solving
this problem. A General and Tech-
nical Education Bill was to be intro-
duced for the purpose of attending to
the problems of general education in
this country, of scientific training, of
technical training and so on. The
Buddha Sravaka Dharma Peetaya Bill
was to correct the position in regard
to Bhikku education, which he
thought had suffered shipwreck in
the Universities of Vidyodaya and
Vidyalankara and under the pirivena
administration of the day. That was
his criticism. And, lastly, he was to
reorganize higher education in this
country with the creation of a
National Council of Higher Educa-
tion through the Higher Education
Act.

Now, Sir, of this triped of legisla-
tion we have seen two legs. The third
one comes on the Order Paper and
disappears. In the meantime the Hon.
Minister gave us a White Paper on the
subject and, after criticisms were
made here in regard to the White
Paper, he decided that he would in-
corporate some of those suggestions
in his Bill ; but the Bill that was pre-

sented even after that suffered from
the same defects. What is worse, the
Hon. Minister has commenced imple-
mentation of his ideas that have been
incorporated in that Bill without g
Bill being passed in this House.
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For instance, what we envisaged in
regard to the problem of education by
the grading ot students and the selec-
tion of students for higher education,
the processes he wanted to bring into
being, the proposals announced in
the White Paper and which are there
incorporated in the General and

Technical Education Bill, are now be-
ing implemented in a hole and corner
manner, in a roundabout way,
through the grading of schools.

If you go through the various strata
that compose the population that is
involved in education, you have to
begin with the teachers. The Hon.
Minister is very sensitive on the sub-
ject of teachers. It is difficult not to
remember that soon after he assumed
office he proceeded to punish teachers
on the ground of political activity on
behalf of the present Opposition dur-
ing the elections and even now of
course there are certain instances of
teachers being penalized for political
activities.

I mentioned the other day that my
good Friend the hon. Member for
Polonnaruwa (Mr. Leelaratne Wije-
singhe), brought a complaint to me
that a teacher in his constituency was
interdicted on the ground that he had
hooted at a certain school function
which took place 150 miles away. We
have read of those celebrated giants
of old during the reign of King Dutu-
gemunu, some of whom had a voice
louder than old Stentor’s in the
Greek legend, a voice that could carry
over oceans. Well, unless this teacher
happened to have that kind of voice,
it would not have been possible for
his hoot, given somewhere in Hingu-
rakgoda, to be heard in Mirigama !
But this poor teacher was interdicted.

BewlEn @5IF VedwEcs
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I am not dealing with that aspect
of the question because the political
and other implications of this action
have been discussed on many occa-
sions here on the Floor of this House.
But I am concerned principally with
the question of transfer of teachers.
About 2,000 teachers have been sub-
jected to punitive transfers.

What is the effect of this? You
have a dissatisfied body of persons,
you have persons removed from the
environment in which they function-
ed effectively ; you find the wife in
one place, the husband in another
and the children yet in another. In
those circumstances where the tea-
cher tries to make up over the week-
end or in some form for the frequent
absence from school for the purpose
of resuming some semblance of
family life you find that however
honest and well-intentioned he may
be, education suffers. This kind of
transfer, this kind of draconian
measure produces results other than
those you intend. This is one of the
consequences of what you have done.

There is the other side of the mat-
ter—the regular fall-out of a certain
number of teachers. Teachers die,
teachers retire, teachers may be dis-
missed and there is a fall-out. I want
to ask the Minister of Education
whether he has worked out
statistically the relationship of the
fall-out of teachers, the intake and
the increase in the number of pupils,
and how far he has been able to main-
tain a proper and correct ratio in that
matter ? As far as I can see the evi-
dence is to the contrary. The evi-
dence is that the proper teacher-
student ratio is not maintained at all.

oG S8wemE @
(Osorrer FilwGsree )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

It is very much better now.

DEZND LB s,
(8m. Quire) Qarievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am not so sure.
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NS 580@@@‘336“@

(Qaarrar wRwlasrede)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Better than any part of Asia.

BEND ceBen S,
(&lgp. Qi@ QeErdienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
That may be.

oo ESwem@E G
(Caserres mfluCsrawwm)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Better than what it was in Ceylon
before. I will give you the facts and
figures. It is very much better.

DEBZNE cthnBen Sen.
(S Quiiey Qerdievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister is quite correct
in being international in his outlook.
He is comparing the statistics of
Ceylon with the statistics of Asia and
so on. It is quite correct. But it is
this Government which has always
told us that you must not go into the
international sphere in order to
justify what you are doing here.

o& E8wewmE G
(Qaerres rFAw@sroew)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I say it is better than what it was
here.

DEND cthBin D,
(Bgp. Quie) Qerdienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I know.

When the hon. Member for Kolon-
nawa (Mr. Ilangaratne) was Minister
of Finance and was asked to explain
why the cost of living had gone up
and why the price of sugar had gone
up, in regard to the cost of living he
said, it was due to “ Hurricane Flora”
and in regard to the cost of living he
said, “Look at the other countries
of Asia, their present day rise in the
cost of living is much higher than in
Ceylon.” It was these Gentlemen who
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were in the Opposition then who told
him, “ You have no business to adduce
arguments of this kind. You have got
nothing to do with ‘Hurricane
Flora’; that is not an argument worth
adducing.”

o E8uemE C

(Qzerres wFiflwuGsrem)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

That argument has already been
met. The pupil-teacher ratio in 1965
was 30.6. Today it is 26, in spite of
the increase of the pupil population.

&N ctaBen Scsn.

(&s. Quir@_ QeFrienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I take leave to question the Hon.
Minister’s statistics in this matter. I
have the gravest doubts in regard to
the statistics that are presented to us.
There the Hon. Minister as well as
myself are both victims of the process.
I am not blaming him. We are com-
mon victims of a certain process in
this country in regard to the collec-
tion of statistical information.

oé E8wemE G
(Qazerrear milwGsrove)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
This is quite correct.

DEND cHBen e,
(8. Quie_ Q&rdievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister must not be so
free in granting certificates all round
in these matters.

Let us take this ratio that he is
mentioning. He says it is 26. The 26
is an average that is worked out that
has resulted. And it is possible to
demonstrate in actual fact that in
certain schools there are teachers
who are not given sufficient work be-
cause you do not find an adequate
number of classrooms—the number
of classrooms that are necessary—
the number of buildings that are re-
quired have not been put up, and
therefore you find teachers spending
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a number of hours, not being fully
employed, whilst in other places you
find teachers are overworked and
they have more pupils than they can
manage ; there is hardly enough
teaching that is being done in rela-
tion to the students there. You take
both these extremes and work out an
average, and say you have a 26 aver-
age, and that it is satisfactory. That
reveals nothing. Behind that you
find hiding a lot of ugly facts.

aé 8semE G
(Qaerras FALGET6)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

How can you take those individual

cases ? When you prepare the statis-

. tics you take the number of pupils

' and the number of teachers. How
glse are you going to do it ?

|‘

| AEENE ethGEen .

i (8. Qui@ Qeriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

1 am not satisfied with the statis-
tics and I am not satisfied with the
ratio. Secondly, the ratio itself is
not a revealing factor. It is about as
informative as the per capita income.
If you say the per capita income is
in any way an index to the actual
financial position and economic situa-
| tion of individuals in this country, it
will be just so much nonsense, and
this ratio that is worked out on an
average basis is about as informative.
If the Hon. Minister holds that this
ratio is maintained in every school in
the Island, then—

aé S8wemE @

(Qaorran miflwGsrow)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

It cannot be in every school.

DEsND e .

| (8w Qui@L. Qsriewr)

' (Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Or in the majority of the schools

| “in the Island ?
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(Q@orras wiflLCET6® )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Yes, in the majority of the schools.

AEsNE Gk .
(8lgn. Qi e Qamiieonr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
That is not true.

o SSwewmE G

(Csarre miflGET o)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Then it is your word against mine.
Do you know more than I do? I
know about my own department.

ABsNnd cmBun Dw.

(Bm. Qui@- Geriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No, Sir, the Hon. Minister is mis-
directing himself. It is a question of
both of us against the statistician, and
the Hon. Minister has taken it upon
himself to give a certificate to the
statistician but I do not.

The Hon. Minister must admit
this : whatever the motivation may
be, whatever the pressures may Dbe,
it may be the difficulty of providing
ever-increasing sums of money for
education within the framework of
government policy—that may be at
fault ; I am not questioning that side
of the matter—the fact remains that
there is a gross inadequacy of the
physical facilities for education to-
day; in Dbuildings for schools, in
science equipment and other kinds of
equipment, in furniture and so on,

and of course you do not have enough
teachers.

aé S8wem@E C

(Qaorrar FAwWGsTN)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

One thing I can tell you: it is
better than it was. You never had
it so good.
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GG € 9HOERD e,
(&lan. Gavewal] (&H T GUIT HGoT )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
Especially prices !

DEND cenRen Dew.

(8. Quirey’ Qerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

There are a lot of things in res-
pect of which yecu never had it so
good as under the U. N. P.—many
things !

a. & 8.
DNBTDB O5Y )

(Bw. 8. &
GG epaTRLD oy S Gali )

(Mr. P. G B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

So much so that their own unions
are fighting against them !

9. Qasrsarma‘&r—@am'@d:r_{

DEsNE cthBen .

(Sm. Qi@ QFrdiewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Oh yes! The hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of State is
surprised. I met certain represen-
tatives of the National Employees
Union who told me, “Sir, we have
suffered for five years under this
Government,. ”

The Hon. Minister is putting up an
impressive structure at Bullers Road
in regard to curriculum research,
above all things. So far as education
is concerned, the guestion of buil-
dings comes first in this country. I
have not seen enough evidence of
proper curriculum research in this
country. If you take the curricula of
education in this country, if you take
the syllabuses that are drawn up, you
will see that some of the syllabuses
remain antiquated syllabuses of
many, many years a2go.

a& S8wemE e
(Qzarrar miluQsrove )
(The Hon. Iriyagolie)
No.
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DENE ctnr&Ben .

(ﬁ@ Qi ey Glerdevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Some have been changed. There is
only one section in regard to which
I am prepared to say there has been
any new thinking and some work
done, and that is in regard to the
teaching of physical sciences. There
has been some amendment to the
curricula and some work done on the
syllabuses, but if you take all the
other subjects together, you will
find that there is no proper moder-
nizing of curricula, no re-arrange-
ment of syllabuses, no standardi-
zation of syllabuses, no standardiza-
tion of text books, and least of
all in the field of examinations.
There is no standardization of exami-
nation papers.

o 8weomE G

(Gaorsar FRwsTes )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Are you referring to the past
Government ?

DENE cen&Een Den.
(,@@ @urﬁ@L GlEmriienir)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am referring to your Govern-
ment and your practice.

D& &86&@6&3@,@

(Qaorrer wilwQsrae )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Then you are out of date.

BEsNE cenrBwr o,

(. Quiey’ Qerienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Sir, if the Hon. Minister would
only walk with me into his own

department, I will show him some of
the things—

& S8uemE e
(Qzorrer milwGsrae )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Come with me tommorrow, and I
will show you.
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’335'?‘333. GenBw Dea.
(B QuiEy— Q&Frewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am prepared to walk in with
you and aemonstrate—[Interruption].

So far as the Hon. Minister’s
research into the re-framing of
syllabuses is concerned, some of the
changes that have been made should
not have been made.

In regard to examinations, I have
scrutinized the examination papers
of the G. C. E. (O. Level) Exami-
nation and the G. C. E. (A. Level)
Examination in regard to a few
subjects where I yet have at least a
modicum of knowledge to get a
little information to judge the
standard. There is no standardi-
zation. And I wonder whether there
is any standardization in regard to
the marking of papers. I do not blame
these poor people who earn so many
cents per paper they correct. These
poor people have to supplement their
income in some way. I do not blame
them. But the entire process of
examinations in this country is a
disgraceful onea. Apparently,
questions set in the examination
papers are designed to find out not
how much a pupil knows but how
much he does not know.

Then about examinations. This is
not a problem of the Hon. Minister
of Education alone, but in regard to
the whole question of examinations
a change was long overdue, even
during the time of the last Govern-
ment. I admit that.

There are all kinds of modern
methods of examination that have
been devised. Psychologists, educa-
tionalists, have got together, .and
they have found out that the old
essay system of answering is out-
moded. It should have been scrapped
a long time ago. That is no way of
testmg the knowledge of a pupil
This is not the particular fault of
the Hon. Minister of Education.
This is a thing that has been coming
down from British times. But this

56wl Eny 8535 LeHAGW
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system must go once and for all.
The Hon. Minister when he started
re-organizing the Examinations
Branch had an opportunity of doing
it, but it was not done.

Textbooks are still translated in
some instances by persons—some of
them—who do not know the subject.
They know their Sinhala ; they have
some knowledge of English; but
they do not know the subject. The
result is that sometimes what they
produce is gibberish because they do
not understand the subject.

I will give examples to the Hon.
Minister. Why should we complain
about textbooks when even the
Central Bank Report cannot be
translated properly? I read out
instances during the Second Reading
Debate where, if you compare the
Sinhala translation with the English
original, you get an entirely different
meaning.

a& SSwemE G

(Qaerres milwsroe )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

This was not done by us.

DEsND ceBin D,

(Bw Quirey Qamiienr )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No. That is at the Central Bank.

o0& S8wemE G
(Qasarres mlwlsreove )
(The Hon. Iriyagoile)

I am not speaking of the Central
Bank Report.

DE3ND B D,
{Q@ @uu"@r; Garmﬁ:sm:r)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I will bring some textbooks to
show you where the translation has
resulted in something which nobody
can understand.

a& E8wemE

(Qaorrer mluQsTa )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Maybe. You cannot be perfect.
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DEsNE e O,

(8w Quigy_ Qemiiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Well, Sir, I am aiming at perfec-
tion, and 1t is time enough for that
perfection to be brought about in
this country. This is not something
new. Year in, year out, we have
been translating textbooks, and it is
time there was some Improvement.

e@0®am, 1969-70

Sir, the Tamil translations are no
better from the evidence that I have
had from my good Tamil friends.
There is every reason why they
should be better because they at
least have the advantage of transla-
tions made in South India to go on
and do much better.

Then, Sir, the translation process
takes such a long time that by the
time the translation is ready and
goes to the printer the book is out
of date, and there is a new edition
out.

oG S8wemdE
(Czorras wFRlwGsTow )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There I agree. It is not a satis-
factory arrangement. Unless you have
original writers, you cannot make it
perfect.

DBEsNE cen@en S,
(B Quirey’ Qrievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Now, what encouragement are you
giving to original writing ? Very
little. Persons with talent, who
are gifted in that direction, are
some politically  and others
bureaucratically, suppressed in this
department. They are frowned upon
in this department.

In the translation process why
cannot we use a little imagination ?
When at the end of the translation
process of a textbook you find that
a new edition has come out, all that
is necessary is to compare the two
to find out the changes and intro-
duce a supplementary chapter into
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the translation carrying over the
changes, but it has not been found
necessary to do this ; it has not been
possible to do this all this time.

Sir, I know a large number of
persons of this department who are
very good and well intentioned per-
sons, seriously concerned about
education, and so on. But they are
caught up in a structure—a machi-
nery—which makes even good people
bad administrators. They are
responsible—largely responsible—for
the entire mess in higher education.
They were the geniuses who pro-
duced the Higher Education Act
under which both the N.C.H.E. and
our universities are suffering today.

g . O

Sir, the problem of bureaucracy
in this country is a very serious one.
Ministers and governments think it
is they who rule, but a large number
of decisions are taken by the bureau-
cracy. And in this particular sphere
of education the weight of the
Education Ministry’s bureaucrats
has been terrific. It is a monstrosity
that has been created, and you are
adding to the number of the bureau-
cracy every year. You first had a
Director of Education. Now you
have a Director-General of Educa-
tion. You had Assistant Directors
of Education. Now you have three
Deputy Directors-General of Educa-
tion. And then you have increased
the number of regional ' directors
and the number of chief education
officers. You are multiplying this
bureaucracy every day and it proli-
ferates in innumerable ways. The
Minister of Health is trying to
popularize the famous pill for the
purpose of keeping down the proli-
feration of population in this country.
He might try that pill in the Educa-
tion Department in regard to the
bureaucracy: it is multiplying so
repidly.

o0& S8wemE @
(Qsorres FfluCQsreoe)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I am against the use of the pill,
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ABsNE etha Do,
(8. Quira. Qemiiovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I know the Hon. Minister qf Edu-
‘cation has a considerable perform-
ance to his credit in that particular
sphere. Far be it from me to belittle
his achievements in any of those
‘particular fields. But at the moment
we are discussing his achievements
in the field of education.

Now, in regard to appointments
the bureaucracy has become a closed
circle, and that is why you get
accusations of favouritism, accusa-
tions of nepotism, that there are no
proper standards in regard to
appointments. When we come to
this question of complaints in regard
to appointments. In any sphere you
will always find that those who are
dissatisfied with the appointments
-are generally those who applied for
-the appointment and failed to get it.
And if you fail to get the kind of job
you want, you generally find some
means of blaming the person who
selected the person who was success-
ful. But even after making allow-
ance for that kind of criticism which
is inevitable in any kind of appoint-
ment that is made, the Minister must
admit that there is much room for
complaint in regard to appointments.

With regard to the creation of
posts, posts are created in this
department which bear no relation-
ship to the tasks that have to be
. done. They have created all kinds of
‘posts—all kinds of education advi-
"sers. One would have thought that
from the Director-General down-
wards they are all educational
advisers. But no ; there are all sorts
of posts of advisers created—advi-
sers in physical training, advisers in
scientific training.

o0& E8wemE @
(Qasorres mlwuGsras )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

'That is the new designa-
tion, not that they are new posts.
Earlier they were known as district
inspectors.

BDewldr ©5I%) edGw 3420
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DEMT cenBen Do,
(8. Quiey_ QFrievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
There are more advisers than
people following the advice !

£ 75)

(ys&lnmFeri )

(The Chairman)

There are a large number of
Members yet to speak on these
Votes. Tomorrow there is time for
one Member who has made a special
request, and the Minister., Please
try and finish your speech as soon
as you can.

AEND ctnBen e,

(&m. Quiey’. Qarieovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The fair Member for Mirigama
(Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere) says that
she will stand down.

wenu B

(&S rraari)

(The Chairman)

As a matter of fact, the Whip told
me that the fair Member will not be
speaking on these Votes.

DEBNE cwBen S,
(8. Quiey’ Qarievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

A large number of posts of chief
education officer have been created.
If you create them, you must at least
fill them. Let those who are at the
bottom have a chance of rising to the
top. Quite a large number of those
posts have not been filled.

aG S8wemEE

(Qserres milwQasireve )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There may be one or two.
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ASENE B Son.
(8. Quirgy Qriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I am generally not a person who ac-
cepts press criticisms oi departmental
matters. But here is a series of letters
that were written to the daily press
regarding appointments made in this
department.

The following is a letter under the
caption “ Reasons for heartburn!” It
is from a person who signs himself
“ Disgusted. ”

“I am an active member of the Educa-
tion Department Inspectors’ Union and I
affirm that what the news item stated is
true.

Very recently we interviewed a Deputy
Director-General of Education regarding
conditions of service and avenues of pro-
motion, etc. When we put the question
of seniority to him, he categorically stated
that it did not count.”

wé ESwemE €
(Qaearras mRwGsradw)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Seniority alone did not count. You
must add that.

AN cwaBin D,
(Bm. Quir@ Q&rdiewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

“He was of the opinion that if seniority
in service were to be considered, it would
hamper good work done in the Education
Department.

Further he said that experience and a
‘class’ at the Degree Examination also
carried little weight. What was impor-
tant was the ‘contribution’ you made
in ‘your field.” He said that efficiency
and the so-called ‘ contribution’ were the
criteria on which promotions were made.

Most of the new posts are given to raw
people with no experience at all in the
supervision of schools. ”

I am in entire agreement with the
Hon. Minister that you cannot go by
degrees alone, that it is not possible
to go on senijority alone, and so on.
But I would like to tell the Hon. Min-
ister that if you do not have some
definite criteria laid down which
people can understand and recognize
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you give opportunities for favouritism
and nepotism ; and even if you do
not have them, you will nevertheless
find accusations made of favouritism
and nepotism.

a&; 8wewmE ¢

(Qaserorar milwuGlareae )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

We lay down the minimum quali-
fications required. =

BENE oweB Des.

(8. Quir@r- Qerdiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I can point out instances in wh1ch
the person who had more than the
minimum qualifiactions was over-
looked and a person who did not
have those qualifications was ap-
pointed. I do not want to come out;
with names because I do not want to.
be accused here of making criticisms:
of any particular person.

oé S8wemE e
(Qaerrar FilwQsrda )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

If that has happened it is wrong,
and we have to correct it. I shall be
glad if you will point such instances
out. _

BSNE B Sw.
(Bm. Quiey’ Qeriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) - -
You appointed an educatlonal ad—
viser for audio-visual training. There:
were persons who had higher quali-
fications in that particular field whao
were overlooked when the appoint-:
ment was made, and for no reason.
There was not even seniority as an’
argument.

o0& SSuemE @
(Oserrar Filu@sreae )
{(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There may have been good reasons
for making the appointment.
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Political reasons.
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oS E8wemE ¢

(Qzerres FMALGSTO )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

The person who has now com-
plained about this could have com-
plained to the P. S. C. because the
final interview was by the P. S. C.

BE51d ctn&Etn .

(Bap. Qui @ Cerdevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I mentioned only one instance.
There are so many. You created a
post of educational adviser for science
equipment. What is this educational
adviser for science equipment ? Any
person who- has done or taught
science knows this. Why do you
want to multiply posts like this ?

o 053 BDSewwy
(Qaerses oymssseui panour )
(An hon. Member)

Sales representatives.

&1 0B .
(B Quiey . QFrievr)
{Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Quite possible. Educational adviser
for science equipment !

Then, there was the Veyangoda
Training College that was started. In
regard to certain appointments of
lecturers who did not do any lectur-
ing the Treasury raised a query, as a
result of which these posts were with-
drawn and you created certain posts
of Chief Education Officer in their
place: Chief Education Officer for
Curriculum Development, Chief Edu-
cation Officer for Mathematics, Chief
Education Officer for Science, Chief
Education Officer for In-service
Training, and Chief Education Officer
for Agriculture. Not one of the per-
sons appointed to these posts had any
experience in lecturing, but they
were given appointments.

Dol By @535 &

WCE0s 3424
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I would be the last person to criti-
cize boards of selection. Boards of
selection generally have to be left to
themselves.

ad; C8wemE G

(Qaerres miflwGasrow)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

But why do you say they had no
experience ? I shall find out how it
happened and let you know. But how
do you categorically state that they
had no experience ?

B8snd B D
(8. Cuie— Qerienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I know , I happen to know. I do not
want to mention the names here. But
I am surprised that the Hon. Minis-
ter does not know.

a&; EO8wemC G
(Osorrey FilwGsnca)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I know that this has not happened.
That much I know.

DEZNE cenEehn D
(8. Quiey’ Qarievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Then, to the post of Director,
Teacher-Training, the person appoin-
ted had an American degree of Master
of Arts, but a person who had a
Ph. D. (London) and others with
Ceylon and London M. A. degrees
were overlooked in this selection. I
do not know and I am not interested
in the person involved. I am critici-
zing the mode of selection. I have
refused to ask even for the name of
the person and I do not want to know
it. I have nothing against him as an
individual.

With regard to the appointment of
principals and Vice-Principals of
Junior University Colleges and Grade
I and Grade II Principals there is so
much room for dissatisfaction. Inter-
views have become a farce. The kind
of questions asked by interview
boards is just farcical. What is hap-
pening ? The bureaucracy becomes a
closed ring. It may be politically
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loaded or it may not be, but very
often it is. But apart from that it is a
question of saying, “ We from the
ring and we shall only permit admis-
sions to be made of those whom we
like and want, not anybody else.”
That is how the bureaucracy func-
tions. Whether they like it or not,
everybody concerned has to make
some concession, and they know that

in. principle it is wrong.

With regard to scholarships and
seminars, if you examine the number
of persons who have gone abroad for
seminars from this department, you
will find a number of instances in
which the same person has gone over
and over again. Why can the oppor-
tunities not be broadened out or
stretched out to benefit others too ? I
know of a disgraceful instance of one
person who, in consideration of a
selection made to send a person
abroad on a scholarship, gave a piano
as a gift, not to the Hon. Minister but
to one of the bureaucrats.

aé SSweamEC
(Qzerras FRWQSTO)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Who is that ? Sir, these are wild
allegations !

DTN oG .

(8@ Quigy’ Qeriiewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I do not make wild allegations; I

go on the basis of facts. I do not want
to make charges against individuals.

oG SSwemE @
(Q@erren FRLGSTO)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
This is unfair !

AENE ctnBen .
(‘@@)‘ G?un"@t; G?frn'imwr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I will give the necessary informa-
tion to the Hon. Minister if he will
pursue the matter.

1969 e ou@dE 14
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What is the principle followed in
awarding scholarships ? Nobody
knows. How is a person selected ?
Does one have to be the wife or rcla-
tion of somebody to get a scolar-
ship ? Is that the principle that is
applied ?

S. 8. 909Gl m» Qw. (eznegsY
5%
(S £ 9. Qonasrser—OsrCarer
@ai)

(Mzr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Xolonnawa)
Yes.

AEsnd cwnBen Dew.

(8. Quie. Qerdoevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

With regard to local seminars,
where are these seminars held ?
During the Kandy Perahera season
you hold a seminar in Kandy, and
during the holiday season in Nuwara
Eliya you hold a seminar in Nuwara-
Eliya.

oé SSwemC G

(Qazorres miflGsreoe)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Seminars are held in Kandy,
Nuwara Eliya, Anuradhapura,
Colombo and other places. It may be
that these seminars coincide with the
Kandy Perahera or the holiday sea-
son in Nuwara Eliya.

DTN ctnBen .

(S, Quie. Qerdevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Who are selected for these semi-
nars ? I know of a seminar in regard
to the teaching of mathematics for
the G. C. E. Ordinary Level Examina-
tion. The teachers who are training
these teachers did not attend this
seminar ; they were not invited. Some
other persons were chosen.

g. o». 5.15

aé E8wemE e

(Qaeroes mMlwuGarve)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Experts are selected.
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B4 o Mo O R - S
A8sne cwnmen S,
(‘Q@ G u@:_ Glerir wIGWir )
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Then there is the mess of higher
education. The Higher Education Act
must be scrapped and the N.C.H.E.
must go. I have nothing against any
of those gentlemen in the N.C.H.E.,
from Dr. Malalasekera downwards. 1
have the greatest admiration for them
for their performances in their own
fields. But the N. C. H. E. is an
abomination in this country. It is
time that the N. C. H. E. was abo-
lished. The whole structure of higher
education has to be changed if higher
education is not continue to suffer.

What is wrong with this Act?
There is a distribution of administra-
tive responsibility all along the line.
Nobody knows where authority rests.
Ultimately it rests with the Hon.
Minister, and in no instance does
anybody know where the Hon. Minis-
ter will intervene and where he will
not.

He says that in the interests of au-
tonomy, which he denounces here, in
the interests of maintaining auto-
nomy, he very rarely interferes. But
there are instances in which he does
interfere, and nobody knows when
he will and when he will not. So
everybody so to speak is passing the
buck : the Senate, the Board of Re-
gents of the University, the National
Council of Higher Education, the Hon.
Minister of Education ; all along the
line you get a distribution of respon-
sibility in such a manner that nobody
knows where authority resides.

o S8wemE G

(Qzorras mwGsTd)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

In financial matters I interfere.

A&snd cenBen Den.
(,@@ Glesii @y Qemiienrr )
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister says he inter-
feres in financail matters. Let him
take the structure of his university
accounts, his quadrennial estimates.
He provides for quadrennial estimates

3428
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and annual estimates, but to what
extent have his quadrennial estimates
been altered in the course of the four
years of implementation of the Act?
There is no information available as
to how many of his accounts have
been submitted to the Auditor-
General for report. Is the Hon. Minis-
ter in a position to say that?

I have looked through the accounts
of the National Council of Higher
Education. The last report was tabled
in June 1969, and it contained details
of the previous year’s work. Those
accounts have not been audited by the
Auditor-General. They have not been
sent to the Auditor-General and they
have been published here without
being audited.

aéi &&wemE G

(Qaarrar FlGETO )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

The Auditor-General has no autho-
rity.

ASHNE cRen .
(ﬁ@. Gl @y Qemiovr )
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The 1968 accounts have not been
audited. What is the meaning of this ?

aé ESwewmdE e

(Qsorras FRlwGEsTO®)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

Exactly so ; they have not been au-
dited. The Act has to be amended so
that the Auditor-General will have
the power to audit.

AEsnE cenBen e,

(Dm. Quiey_ Qeriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

As I said, these are all honourable
gentlemen, but when they engage in
collective thinking their intelligence
quotient seems to drop.

In regard to the problem of student
unrest in this country, a problem
which in other countries has evoked

the attention of socialogists, psycho-
logists, politicians and everybody
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else, it 1is necessary to make
a study of this subject to find out
what are the causes of student
unrest, and not dismiss it as just
some political activity and imagine
that the problem is  solved.
In other countries it has been given
serious attention. I shall leave
out the Western European countries
which the Hon. Minister does not like.
But take the Asian countries, take
India and Japan, They are studying
this problem to find out what is
wrong, why there is so much of stu-
dent unrest, in order to try to solve
this problem.

But this report of the Hon. Minis-
ter’s National Council, after so much
student unrest in this country, bears
only one reference, and that is at page
100 under the head ‘ Vidyalankara
University.” They say :

“ A certain amount of student unrest has
shown itself in sporadic outbreaks at Vid-
valankara University. ”

That is all the reference to student
unrest, and then they proceed to say
in regard to Vidyalankara itself :

“The new academic year for 1967-68
began on 12th October 1967. An attempt
on the part of the University authorities
to stop ‘ragging’ of new students led to
an outbreak of student unrest. As a result
of a fracas between a student and a labo-
ratory assistant the students became un-
ruly and the police had to be summoned.
The next day the majority of students
began a boycott of lectures. 'The situation
thereafter deteriorated.

The Council held a special meeting on
29th November 1967 to discuss the trou-
bles at Vidyalankara University. The un-
rest was not entirely due to the attempt
of the University administration to en-
force discipline. The lack of student ame-
nities and the genuine difficulties which
students had to undergo provided a source
of discontent which mischief-makers could
exploit. ”

Now, the Hon. Minister appointed a
commission of inquiry, and that com-
mission made a report which has been
published as Sessional Paper XXIII
of 1968. Nowhere in this report is
there any mention of mischief-
makers, They mention as one of the

1969 ey @8 14
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immediate cause the existence of
political organizations among students
and the possibility of their having
connections with persons outside ; but
in no place do they refer to mischief-
makers. They give in detail a number
of causes for this strike, But the
National Council of Higher Education
with the assistance of this report and
knowing the circumstances much
better than anybody else, permit
themselves to write something quite
different.

Sir, I had a dream in which I saw
the members of the National Council
of Higher Education giving a collec-
tive answer to a history paper in
which there was a question asked on
the causes and results of the Uva Re-
bellion of 1817. They said, “ No doubt
there were certain causes for dissatis-
faction given by the British adminis-
trators of the day. The Buddhist
Sangha were badly treated. The Kan-
dyan chieftains found that their
powers had been taken away. But
these causes and the evils of the
bureaucracy of the time gave mis-
chief-makers an opportunity of creat-
ing trouble and the unfortunate con-
sequence was that Keppitipola lost his
life.” This is the answer that the
National Council of Higher Education,
thinking on these lines, would give in
regard to the causes and results of the
Uva Rebellion of 1817. Mischief-
makers ! Any event that has been the
turning-point of history can be looked
at from the point of view of searching
for mischief-makers.

The Minister’s way of thinking,

which has been repeated in
seminar after seminar of obs-
curantists in this country, has

dismissed the whole question of
student unrest as Marxist and Com-
munist sponsored—and that is the
end of the story. Thereafter no fur-
ther answer need be found. This is
not the kind of thinking we expect
from persons to whom you have en-
trusted the entire problem of higher
education. This is thinking on a very
low level.
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As I said, these are all eminent
gentlemen on the N.C.H.E. but when
they engage themselves in collective
thinking their intelligence quotient
seems to drop.

I have gone through this melan-
choly document, the report of the
N.CHE. It is a most depressing
document beginning with the open-
ing paragraph about what was done
in the course of the year and ending
with some statistics. What do you
have ?  You have for the purpose of
keeping up a facade the set-up of
bogus faculties and department in
the various universities understaffed
and inadequately run. You do not
have enough science teachers in this
country for the purpose of having a
proper science faculty in one univer-
sity but you want to multiply the
number of science faculties in all the
universities.

Why cannot the Hon. Minister tell
his National Council of Higher Edu-
cation, “ Let these universities at this
transitional stage specialize. Let
science be done at Peradeniya or at
Vidyodaya—it does not matter to me
which is the university—if Vidyodaya
is the better equipped ; get all the
science teachers there and train a
sufficient number of persons to take
over later on the creation of science
faculties elsewhere.” Let them spe-
cialize—

aé E8wen@E G

(Qsorras milwGsTeO® )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
That is a good idea.

AEND cwmBe .
(Blm. Quir@_ GFrovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Then why do you not adopt it?
This is not a brilliant idea of mine,
It could have occurred to other people
before me. Where you have the
teachers in any subject, have a faculty
in more than one university; but
where you do not have the teachers
let one university specialize.

Bewldn @535 QeHFVCw
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(<&@ rrgeri)

(The Chairman)

May 1 give the hon. Member
another good idea ?

AEEND cnEn S

(Bls. Qi@ Qamrdiewr )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I know—that I might stop!

GwsS

(ys@rraeri)

(The Chairman)

There are so many hon. Members
to speak.

AErNE e .

(B Quie QFriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That, Sir, is also, with due reference
to the Chair, a rather narrow way of
looking at the problem of education
in this country.

Geenss

( ._93{&%.@ TSI )

(The Chairman)

The Opposition Whip has looked at
it from a much more narrow point of
view because he has given the hon.
Member 30 minutes whereas I have
given him 50, and there are so many
other hon. Members to speak.

BEsND cwmEen Dw.

(8. Quire) Qsrieuvr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is why he is the Whip.

LN eSS
(&GS rreeri )
(The Chairman)

If the hon. Member had agreed with
his Whip and got four or five hon.
Members to speak for one hour or
half an hour. I would not have
minded, but there are so many hon.
Members wanting to speak.
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AE5ND cwBen Ow.

(B, Quiey Gerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

With great reluctance but with due
deference to you. I shall curtail what
I have got to say. There are just one
or two other problems to which I
shall make a passing reference and
stop.

In regard to private schools, it
would appear from the statistics
given in the reports that their num-
ber has increased. One would have
thought that it could not happen but
it seem to have happened.

o S8wemE G
(Qsarras wRwGsTe® )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
It cannot happen.

AEsnB emBz D,
(Bw. Quiey’ Qaridienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is why I should like the Hon.
Minister to state what is the position.

There is no proper supervision of
private schools. Some of the schools
do not have the necessary facilities
to justify their grading There are
special posts held by those who do
not have the necessary qualifications.
There are certain Grade I schools
where vocational trained teachers
have been appointed as principals.
Thus the victimization of teachers in
private schools is spreading. There
is St. John’s Coliege, Jaffna

©eDe%Tsi BNOTNDHBY
(Q_mEL_iT BT B 567 )
(Dr. Naganathan)
Question !

AEEND NGB Dea.
(,@@ @uﬁf@.ﬁ QFrdionr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The hon. Member for Nallur does
not know this problem. I have been
discussing this problem not merely at
the education level but with the
Diocesan Council in regard to what
has happened to some of the teachers
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there. If the hon. Member for Nal-
lur wants to have satisfaction re-
garding the facts I am prepared to
discuss this entire question with him.

CoTemnsn BNOBNDBY

(Qu_rméi i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am prepared to take you up at
any time—

DENE cenBen Do,

(8. Quirey’ GQeErdievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The hon. Member for Nallur might

like to get back to schoolboy sport,
Sir, but I have to join him at my age.

The teachers in these private
schools are transferred out of them.
Even Siyawasa levies were made in
these private schools. I do not know
how they came into this hundred
years of State education. I would like
the Hon. Minister to give his mind to
these problems.

Now on this question of the mid-
day meal, for the bun and milk he
substituted the biscuit and he thought
that he solved the problem with that.
He has tried it out but there is no
standardization of the biscuit. Nobody
knows whether the biscuit is stand-
ardized. Nobody knows the quantities
of oil, flour, sugar, milk, ete. given
to these various companies. They
make enormous profits out of it. I do
not say that they should not make
profits. If you give these to the
private sector, as long as you keep
the private secter, you cannot avoid
that. There is no proper check on
these.

If you go on the present footing—
you are going on with a system of
dual control between the CARE orga-
nization and the department—you
are only transferring the corruption
which took placz in relation to the
distribution of flour and milk earlier
to another spot. That is what you
are doing ; you are not ending cor-
ruption.

. on. 5.30

Now, I should like to come to cons-
tituency matters. There is a woeful
inadequacy of school buildings every-
where, From the Jinaraja School in
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Kollupitiya right down to Wellawatte
and Kirillapone there is an expansion
of the student population and the fa-
cilities provided are inadequate. I
do not know how you are going to
cope with the projected intake next
year. There is a woeful inadequecy
of facilities, physical facilities, class-
rooms and the like.

Two other maiters, and I have
done. There is a school in regard to
which the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
asked a question the other day the
Al-Igbal School in Slave Island. The
Colombo Municipal Council adopted
a motion moved by Mrs. M. Ratnam,
M.M.C. for Hunupitiya Ward, in re-
gard to this school. This resolution
-has been sent to the Hon. Minister.
Three schools are housed in the same
building—Sariputta Maha Vidyalaya,
Al-Igbal Maha Vidyalaya, and Al-
Igbal Kanista. All these schools are
suffering. You have an acquired land
for the purpose of putting up the
building, but the building has not
come up and so you find the three
schools functioning in the morning
and in the afternoon in this same
building. The teachers suffer, the
students suffer, the principals suffer,
and the people of the area are highly
dissatisfied. This instance pin-points
what is happening everywhere.

The provision for Tamil schools and
Tamil teachers in Colombo South
and Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia—both
these constituencies are treated to-
gether as one in this matter—and the
facilities are inadequate both from
primary education right up to secon-
dary education at higher level. You
do not have enough facilities all
along the line. When a boy is trans-
ferred from one grade to another, he
has got to change his school, and he
finds it most inconvenient to travel to
school from home. On a population
basis there is everv reason for pro-
viding these children better facilities.
From Kollupitiya right down to the
border of Moratuwa in the Dehiwela-
‘Mt. Lavinia constituency, in every
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section and in every stream there is
an inadequacy of teaching and phy-
sical facilities.

The last matter I want to refer to
is the Administration Report of the
Education Department. It has taken
a new form and the new form appears
to be designed for the purpose of hid-
ing facts rather than revealing facts.
Why cannot a statistical analysis, as
given in the previous reports of the
department, be given now ? Cannot
the Hon. Minister do something to
see that with the advancement that
is being given to the Director of Edu-
cation, who has got the glorified title
of Director-General of Education,
the report also acquires some of the
glamour, have a higher status, a
better format, and give more infor-
mation ? Or is it that facts regarding
education are so unpalatable that
they cannot be revealed ?

I shall not touch on the subject of
Bhikku education because there is no
time. But the facts I have mentioned
in regard to appointments, transfer
of teachers, maintaining of an ade-
quate pupil-teacher ratio, the whole
question of the wastage in examina-
tions because examinations are con-
ducted so badly, the standardization
of the examination process, the evils
of the higher education system that
you have here and the necessity of
amending the Higher Education Act
—some of these are problems which
have come down the years and others
are the creation of this Government.

And after fiive vears, when the Hon.

Minister is about to give up his cus-
todianship of the subject of educa-
tion, to have so many problems un-
solved and new ones created is not
a happy state of affairs. I have to
ask the Hon. Minister, in the few
months left to him—I know that
whenever we make these charges—

o0& S8wemE @

(Cserrar miluQsrea)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Why few months ?
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ABE5NE ceanBen .

(8. Quii@y’ Gerdiovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Before the next general election.

ag S8wemE G
(Qaorres mifliGaraw )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

After that ?

AEEND B Dcn.
(B@. Quie Qeridenr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

After that I do not know.

ad; S8weenE ¢
(Qaerra wiflwuGarae)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
There will be continuity.

AEND ctnBen .
{Q@ Quii@y_ Gerdienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In any event, when we talk on be-
half of the teachers, when we talk on
behalf of the done, we know they are
like other people ; there are good men
among them and there are bad men
among them. But when we talk about
teachers, or talk about dons, or talk
about bhikkus, or talk about students
and higher education, the Hon Minis-
ter reads us a moral lesson. I have
often wondered whether the initials
“I M. R. A.” mean “I Moral Re-
armament ” because he is always en-
gaging in a public exercise in moral
rearmament here for our benefit,
something equally as farcical as the
movement that bears that name.

The Hon. Minister, as I said before,
has good intentions.

eeDemnde MasNH Y
(C_r&i_it praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

“I. M. R. A.” means “ Immoral Re-
armament 7!

1969 wid=m@a& 14
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BEBNE B Den.
(‘.@@. G @)’ Qardionr )
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

For once I am prepared to acknow-
ledge that the wit from Nallur has
made a contribution, and that after a
lapse of many years.

Be that as it may, the Hon. Minis-
ter began his custodianship of the
subject of education with a large
number of good intentions. He
wanted to do something for the
children of this country. But within
the framework of this Government’s
policy, with the economies that have
been forced upon this Government by
its international foreign adviser—
those to whom they have gone for
loans, the International Monetary
Fund and the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development—
they are making desperate attempts
to prevent the escalation of
the budget on education. The Hon.
Minister has been forced to repeat
mistakes after mistakes, repeat mis-
takes made by others and a few of
his own. So I have to 'ask whether in
the few months left to him he cannot
do at least this much: remove those
contributions that he has made in
regard to bedevilling the situation in
regard to education.

cuCon Hwlonn O,
(Bas. Qepevr_or epuifins )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Mr. Chairman, let me first of all
thank you for sparing a few minutes
for me to participate in this Debate
and also thank two of my Colleagues
for being so kind as to give me a
little of their allotted time.

The hon. Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa) posed a
number of questions regarding the
education that obtains in our country
at the moment. Many of them are
policy matters and matters that are
being dealt with directly by the Hon.
Minister and therefore he has to
answer the questions raised.

Of course, there is one matter
where we cannot help either the
Joint Member for Colombo South or
the Hon. Minister, and that is the
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question of autonomy that has been
raised here. Even the British Encyclo-
paedia cannot help the Hon. Minister
ner can it help this honourable
House as to what the term °auto-
nomy’ means in the Ministry of
Education. At the same time the hon.
Joint Member for Colombo South re-
ferred to various—[Interruption.]

@ & @l Lwddm
(Qaarras Ca, ,__Err__lbr;'r. eQUIGUIT ST )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Drop the ¢ Joint.’

cBEOD Swiod wa.
(B Qaparr_er epuIGms )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Hon. Member, not Joint! You
do not like to be associated. Now, I
would not hurt the tender feelings
of the Hon. Minister of State.

The hon. Member for Colombo
South raised a question about the
commission’s report on the Vidya-
lankara incident. One matter that
struck me as being rather funny
was that there was no reference to
mischief-makers. In Ceylon today
some of our political parties are
commonly known as mischief-
makers. You do not have to put it
in print. Particularly when we look
around as we speak, we see obvious
mischief-makers. So, the commis-
sion in inquiry did not wish to name
the political parties as mischief-
makers. Much as the Communist
Party would try to relate itself to
the patriot Keppetipola—it is such a
fanciful thing—surely, no commis-
sioner or anybody else in his right
mind would associate the Communist
Party or the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party with the patriot Keppetipola.
But yet the hon. Member for
Colombo South tried to relate that
party to the patriot Keppetpola !

One other matter. I am glad the
Hon. Prime Minister is also here.
This concerns private schools. Re-
cently, the Joint Opposition Members

BHewldm @35 SeFLC® 3440
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have been going round the country
saying that they are sorry about their
past conduct; mistakes have been
made ; they admit those mistakes and
they hope to rectify those mistakes.
As a matter of fact, the hon. Mem-
ber for Kolonnawa was in my elec-
torate a few weeks ago, I believe on
behalf of the S. L. F .P., and he said
that they mean no illwill to the
Catholics ; that certain mistakes
have been done but those mistakes
will be restified.

OCoHSHY B Desa.
(Bay. @oisrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
I never said that.

CEEO Lwllcny Owu.

(B Qageor_air uEBs)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Do you say that you made no mis-
take, that your schools takeover was
justified ? Is that right ?

OCoHCH B Des.
(8. Qemssger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Right.

CBCE Y Lwlioxy Dew.

(8. Qopevr_er spubms)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The Leader of the Opposition made
a public statement in Negombo and
said that she was very sorry that
the Catholics had been made to feel
that they should be anti-S.L.F.P. be-

fﬁause the S. L. F. P. was anti-Catho-
ic.

QCenSHY > Dean.
(B Qovbisrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
I am not anti-Catholic.

e 08y Hwliey &cn.
(Gapvppar uGdan)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
You are not anti-Catholic ?
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QGRS B s,
(8w Qamsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Of course, not.

CUCE OB Bwidd Do,

(8. Qaper_cr Qufns)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

You will get your turn to speak.

She said that certain mistakes
had been committed in the past and
she hoped to rectify those mistakes,
that they have learnt their lesson.
She said. “ We have learnt from our
mistakes.” What are these mistakes
or injustices that the S.L.F.P,
imagine they have done ? Was it the
takeover of schools, or, even
more diabolical, the Vesting Order ?

eCwW € 9nddRr Ow.
(5. Gevewell @eamrar gar)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
That is your imagination.

CBCE O Beloxy Dcan.

(Bln. Qapv_cr sufms )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

If you say that it was no mistake
to take over the schools, then get up
on the Floor of the House and say
you will do it all over again.

OCoNSH B Dca.
(5w Qomsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
It is not necessary.

CBEOBY Swlcxny O,

(Bm. Gopover spuBms)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

I want to know. I want a catego-
rical statement from you.

6Ce € QIR .
(8. Qaoveved ST QU F& )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

You undo it first.

1969 oS 14
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(8. Qagevr_or syuidEis)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Why do you want us to undo it if
you say you think it is right ?

OCoNSD B Dea.
(8. @ovmisrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Vesting Order—that was a correct
thing.

CBEOD BBy .

(B Gapavr_er gublms)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

You say so with regard to the take-
over of Catholic schools, the vesting
of their lands

DB Dess.
(@,@ Gl&;earmsirr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

The takeover of private
was a correct step.

schools

CBEOB L&y Do,

(Bm. Qapavpper &)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe) :
The vesting of their lands ?

OCoHNSH B D

(8. @omarger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Absolutely. Now you can do propa-
ganda on that.

eBE 08y BBy D,

(B, Oagevr_or oI P 1% )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

When the schools were taken over,
we of the United National Party
opposed the takeover, excepting one
hon. Member. We were given a free
vote.

aé Y Bodewwy
(Qasarral ,__gafrm"r»r;_rﬁ'j_gq@n% GRS,
(An hon. Member)

Who is that ?
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CBE OB Lcwliory e,

(Bap. Qagevr_er equFms)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The present hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion. We had a free vote and one
Member supported it.

SO BY ©cs.
( ,6)@. Gl eorLner )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Ask him whether
wrong ?

he is right or

cBEOsY “HwiBcny &
(B@m. Qapavr_ar S )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

We voted acording to the free
vote given to us, and we voted
against the takeover for very many
reasons. I for one mentioned on the
Floor of this House that if all private
schools were taken over you would
have my vote.

Why did I say this ? Because at
that time the option was given to
certain schools to remain outside as
private schools. In all good faith
many did so expecting assistance from
old boys, from various associa-
tions, from donations and subs-
criptions, because what they had
built up they did not wish to
part with. They probably did not
understand the situation as it appear-
ed at that time.

They were under the impression
that it was a direct act of anta-
gonism of the S. L. F. P. against the
Catholics. According to what was
stated on the Floor of this House,
they thought you were acting in a
spirit of revenge and that you want
ed to smash Catholic Action. The

BewI By @535 VedDE®
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hon. Member for Kolonnawa (Mr. T.
B. llangaratne) himself has spoken
of Catholic Action on the Floor of
this House. He cannot say, “No?”., I
can read back chapter and verse to
him. It was done in a spirit of ven-
geance against the Catholic Church.
Therefore, some of the schools which
were built over the years with a
great deal of awareness and with
much sacrifice wanted to hold out as
far as they could and they wanted
to stay outside.

OGNS 5 k.
(8w @wmargor)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

What does the Hon. Minister say
now ?

SO B

(85 GQaernsr)

(Mr.

Every single Buddhist school was
taken over.

Keuneman)

cu@osY bwBoxy @,
(Bm. Qopar_ar syu@irs )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

In my opinion, as I said, the correct
thing would have been to take over
all schools because otherwise it was
going to be a sure hit, slow, lingering
death to these institutions. They just
could not carry on. Those who
brought forward this Bill knew it.

That meant a slow, lingering
death to the Catholic institutions.
Which one of these institutions

could stand for five to ten years
without assistance from Govern-
ment ? Was not the Government
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that took over the schools responsi-
ble for the education of Catholic
children in this country ? Do you
want the Catholic children in this
country ? That is the question I ask
of the Opposition.

You are going round the country
saying that you made a mistake. I
challenge the Opposition: will you
sign a joint motion with me, and we
will take it up to the Hon. Prime
Minister ? Are you ready to do that ?
If you say that you are sorry, that
yvou have made a mistake, that you
wish to rectify the matter, are you
prepared to join me in a joint
request to the Prime Minister on this
issue ?

(2. Qaerinst)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I will sign a Motion to take over
all schools.

CEE OB o .

(,@@ Clagovr_eor eouwiFmias )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Yes, Sir. This Communist Party—
there are only two here to represent
this country—they hang around. We
do not want your comments.
Whether you like it or not this coun-
try will carry on. It is not for you
to say what you want us to do or
what you do not want us to do. I

am addressing my remarks to the
hon. Members of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party because, the Sri

Lanka Freedom Party, I still main-
tain, are a democratic party. There-
fore, if they have any vestige left
of that democracy which we think
is in the Sri Lanka Freedom Party,
then I say, they must in true faith
subscribe to such a motion.

Sir, the takeover of these schools
has left a number of private schools
in a position of helplessness where
they cannot now fend for them-
selves. The number of children
have increased. The assistance that
they had been given has whittled
down as matters have aggravated

1969 e’ @8 14
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for various people who were ex-
tending that assistance to these
schools. The facilities that they

had have deteriorated. And now
their position is virtually helpless.
It is, as I said, an option given fto
them either to come into the govern-
ment scheme and be a government
school under the Government or to
find some form of assistance for
them to carry on.

Sir, many of these schools, as
many of us know, are built upon
traditions. It is not easy for them
to part with them. 1 appeal very
earnestly to the Government and the
Hon. Minister to find a vie media
for these people. Where you still
have the management, where you
still have your curriculum as laid
out by the department, where they
will conform to all the rules and
regulations and policies of this
Government, I ask you in your
generosity and magnanimity ta
consider their plight, the plight of
these schools.

I am not one who, when I am
speaking of Catholic schools, tries to
pose the question, “ What is hap-
pening to the Buddhist schools ?7”
These are the traitors to this coun-
try who will always try to get out
of the difficulty by posing another
problem to see what will happen
in this given situation. That is not
the point. You must find a solution
to a problem as it is. You must not
assume unnecessary difficulties.

& o, 5.45

I do not think there is any right-
thinking Buddhist who will oppose
some measure of vrelief being
granted to these school-going
children, wherever they may be. T
do not ask that you give assistance
for an institution to flourish for
personalities to flourish. I ask you
to give assistance where the educa-
tion of the children will be safe-
guarded, where they will not feel

that they are second-class citizens,
that there is a lack of opportunity
for them. It has never been the

case in this country, Sir, that one
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child should feel that he has less
opportunity than the other child. I
do not think any Member will subs-
cribe to that.

Sir, there are other matters
regarding the takeover which is a
burning question to the Catholics
today, and one of no little heartache.
It is the question that I have ad-
dressed to the Hon. Minister and
the Hon. Prime Minister regarding
pensions for those teachers at the
time. It is a human problem.
There were so many who were
taken over. Let them be Catholics,
Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims—I am
not concerned. But this is a human
problem. We do not want many
years of thinking over a matter like
| this. Here, if a man, for the work
that he has put in, is not being
allowed certain privileges, then
some adequate recompense must be
made. I very strongly ask that
these teachers be taken into the
government pension scheme,

©w& S8wewmd e

(Qsarras mifluQareve )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

There is no question of making
them pensionable. All those teachers
who were there are pensionable,

CUCEOsY BwsBoxy Dcso.
(5. Caper_cir DG5S )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Not those who came in after the
takeover in 1962.

0& S8wemc e
(CQaermrar FflGaree)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

After the takeover and wup to
1962, not after that. They were
asked either to join the Government
or to remain there. And those who
remained there are also pensionable.
A date was given. Those who
joined after 1962 knew very well
that they were not getting a
‘pension.

BHewlSsy @535 LeBaC®
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CBEOHY Swikoxy Ocn,
(8. Qapor_er spubims)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

That is a matter I am raising.
You cannot permit a school to carry
on with 1,000, 2,000, 3,000 children
for their education and then not
have an adequate number of
teachers. That is not possible. If
that happens, the education of the
vast number of children who attend
those schools will necessarily suffer.
The teachers in those sechools, know
ing that they have no prospects of
permanency, nho guarantee of a
future, must obviously look for other
avenues of employment. You can-
not blame them. It is a very rea-
sonable request I am making, and I
do hope that the Hon. Minister will
be able to grant some relief in this
matter.

There is the other question about
those schools that have been taken
over. Many of those schools have not
been graded as yet. I know that the
Hon. Minister has to attend to a tre-
mendous amount of work. This grad-
ing involves a considerable amount
of work—apart from the grading
itself—such as where to locate them,
how to locate them. the standards
each one should be limited to and so
on, which are also governed by the
funds available.

Then there is tne question of reli-
gious instruction. In many of these
schools where thlicre is a maiority of
Catholics, no religious instruetion at
all is given. I would request the Hon.
Minister to look into this matter too.

There is also the questivn of the
grants that are made by the Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs. When these
grants are made, please remember
that there are Catholic schools too
which merit consideration.

With regard to maha vidyalayas in
my electorate, as you know, the pre-
vious Government in its antagonistic
policy towards the Catholics at the
time of the takeover, very deli-
berately saw to it that in Catholic
areas there would be no maha vidya-
layas. They deprived the Catholic
areas of the opportunity of higher
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education. That is apparent today.
If you conduct an inquiry, you will
find that in some of the Catholic
areas it is due to the generosity of
the present Minister and his res-
ponse to the appeals made to him
that we can today boast of even one
or two maha vidyalayas. I want to
give one example. In the Hendala
Town Council area where there are
14,000 registered voters, there is not
one maha vidyalaya for the Catholic
children. The Hon. Minister yester-
day authorized one more school in
the area to conduct S.S. C. classes,
so that the boys could sit for the
next S. S. C. examination. I do hope
that before the end of this year you
will be able to make the R. C.
Boys’ School in Hendala a maha
vidyalaya.

Before I conclude I want to say
this. As many people are aware, I
was no ardent admirer of the Hon.
Minister of Education. But I have
seen things for myself—I like to say
this because I had occasion to say
something to the contrary on the
Floor of this House, and it is only
right that I correct myself if I have
made any wuncalled for remarks—
and I have watched the Hon. Minis-
ter of Education for the past 43
years. He may not be a genius ; he
may not have been able to achieve
everything that everyone of wus
expected ; but this must be said to
his credit: he attempted to do a
good job. That is something which,
the Hon. Minister can rest assured,
the people of this country will
remember with much gratitude. I
say this because, in the field of
education, after all the bungling of
the last 10 years, it needed a good
deal of courage even to make an
attempt. Every single one of us
must admit that because every one
of us has criticized the Hon. Minister
of Education, and the criticism from
that side of the House has been
much more virulent than mine now.
All those people who were the
henchmen of the party then in
power, the perpetrators of all the
mischief in this country, are silent
today. This attempt of the Hon.
Minister of Education needed great
courage. I wish him luck.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chaur,
and Mgr. Dpury SPEakER [Mgr. M. Siva-
SITHAMPARAM ] took the Chair.

OB Sesn.

((JZ,‘U) Gl& e Loeor )

(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Chairman, I am sorry that
time does not permit even a cursory
consideration of the work of the Hon.
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs over the last 4% years or of
the extent to which this work of his
has been responsible for the chaotic
situation that exists at all levels of
the educational system of this
country at this moment.

I have spoken on these questions
earlier and I do not wish to engage
in a general crossing of swords on
this occasion. In regard to certain
general matters concerning the edu-
cational system, I would like to draw
the attention of the Hon. Minister to
one or two questions which I feel
need much more serious considera-
tion than they have received to date.

It has become a fashion among us
to congratulate ourselves on the free
education system that we have in
Ceylon. Recently we had the Siya-
wasa Exhibition. Much was said
about what is being done about edu-
cation. But, unfortunately, we seem
to overlook, when we talk about
education, the large number of chil-
dren of school-going age who are not
attending school.

g. oo 6.45

We have free education from the
primary school to the university, but
the facts show that one out of every
four children of school-going age—
that is, between the ages of 5 and 14
—is not attending a school.
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There is something even more
regrettable : of the children between
the ages of 5 and 14 who do attend
school, one of every four who attend
school at five years of age does not
continue until he is 14. In other
words, this is the familiar problem
of the drop-out irom education.

Therefore, half the children of
school-going age in this country are
still not getting whatever benefit

they can get from the free education
| scheme, and while we are naturally
concentrating attention on improving
the scheme as far as children who
do attend school are concerned, I feel
that the Ministry of Education and
the Education Department are not
spending enough time or concentra-
ting attention on tackling this very
serious problem of one out of every
four children of school-going age not
attending school, and one out of every
four children who attend school drop-
ping out before even the 14th year.

The inspectorates are grossly under
staffed and I think some of the reor-
ganization that is now being put
through by the department will only
make it more difficult for children to
attend school because sometimes
children are called upon to travel
considerable distances in order to go
to their schools. I feel this is really
a matter for specialized investiga-
tion by a committee. There are
social problems connected with the
fact that nearly half the childien of
school-going age are not getting the
benefit of education. I do feel that the
time has come for educationists,
sociologists and other competent per-
sons to be appointed to go into this
question in order to see what can be
done to improve the situation in re-
gard to schooling ; otherwise, we will
be talking about free education, but
half the children of school-going age
are not attending school, and that is
shown by the very statistics of the

Education Department itself.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Industries made a
very spirited speech as he usually
does, during the course of which he

BDewl Emy @535 SeHDB®

3476
—dm 8end

kept calling on the S.L.F.P.—as if
the S.LF.P. was still the Govern-
ment—to take certain steps. Maybe
he has already come to the conclusion
that this Government is going to
change at the next elections

. @8 Vwed DEHMlsNED .
(6c0®e)

(’{Q@)_ GTLI. QY. L WO LIGRTL T T [5G S—
'S?lg:f;mh@u)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Daomype)

Shape of things to come !

a& S8wsemE
(Qaorrar wwbsrae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
Wishful thinking !

CDBIDBY Een.
(Slm. Qzarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Generally speaking, my hon.
Friend, the Parliamentary Secretary,
spoke about a number of things that
should be done, but he did not sayv
that his Government has done any-
thing. As far as I can see, all the
things he spoke against as having
been done by the previous Govern-
ment are being continued by his
Government.

AL, @8, Rwed W NdNGD .
(Sm. oris. oyi. L_wew LG rrpmilhs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

His Government has not undone
them.

SV Eles.

(Bp. Qseriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

My hon. Friend spoke about some
mischief. We know the mischief he
tried to make about the takeover of
schools. I am sorry that, even at this
late stage of the day, he should have
decided to come and fight old fights
over again. I think it should be made
quite clear that the takeover of
assisted schools other than those that
had opted to stay out was not done
to hit any particular religion, but to


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3477

Sl swmnf ewmgsm, 1969-70

improve education. I know this per-
sonally because in my constituency
there were a number of Catholic
schools that were taken over and
many of the Catholic children were
led to believe that the takeover of
those schols would mean that they
would not have oportunities for
learning about their religion or prac-
tising their religious beliefs. After
four and a half years they have dis-
covered that that is not so, that there
has been no interference whatsoever
as far as their religious practices are
concerned ; and I do not think any
Government or any party wanted to
do that.

I must say this. I do not often say
a good word about the Hon. Minister
of Education but one of the things
on which I strongly support him is
that he has resisted attempts even
within his own ranks to try and
travel backwards on this question.
It may be true that certain of these
schools that decided for one reason
or another to stay outside the state
system of education are now experi-
encing considerable difficulty, finan-
cial and otherwise, but they should
know they could opt to join the state
scheme, and I do not wunderstand
why they do not do that. Surely, they
can have no reason to think that
their religious beliefs are going to be
affected. Even if they did not have
that amount of confidence in the
S.L.F.P. Government, surely in the
U.N.P. Government they should have
some confidence.

My hon. Friend the Parliamentary
Secretary did however touch on a
much more fundamental question. He
said—though I think he said it really
to get over certain difficulties—that
he would have supported such a
move if all schools had been taken
over. Now, it is my behalf that we
are coming to a situation we must
really face up to, that sooner or later
all schools should come to the State
because still the educational system
is irrational.

There are a number of schools
which are still trying to continue
as private schools though they sim-
ply cannot offer the facilities  that
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would be expected of such schools.
And when they have the opportunity
of coming under ‘state schools’, of
riding themselves of financial bur-
dens which they have taken on them-
selves, I think they should do so.

In regard to the private schools
that do not come into the free educa-
tion scheme at all but remain outside
as private fee-levying schools, we all
have to reconsider the matter and see
what adjustments can be made be-
cause really they have become the
last bastions of class privileges in this
country.

I do not want to say anything
against the level of teaching in those
schools. I am quite aware that it is
very -high. They are well-staffed,
they teach well, they have got good
equipment, but at the same time they
have become the happy hunting-
ground for certain privileged persons
in this country, and what we all
hope to get out of the education sys-
tem is being denied to certain child-
ren in the sense that certain people
are being made more equal than
others.

There is another aspect which has
to be satisfied for a comprehensive
state system of education and that
is the need for a firm decision on the
question of estate schools. In the
amendment of the Opposition to the
Throne Speech, regret was expressed
that the Government even in its last
days has not expressed an intention
to incorporate the estate schools into
the state system of education.

Now, this is a matter that has been
discussed for a long time, and parties
on both sides of the House as govern-
ing parties have gone down on record
regarding the need to incorporate the
estate schools into the state system
of education. I was trying to make
a list of some of the speeches tha:
have been made and I find it is quite
formidable. May I just mention one
or two of them because I do not want
to take up the time of the House ?
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In 1949, that is two years after this
Parliament and this Constitution be-
gan, the Hon. E. A, Nugawela, who
was then Minister of Education of the
United National Party Government,
said on the 1st of March 1949 :

“Steps are being taken under the Ordi-
nance to take over estate schools which
comply with the conditions.”—[OFFICcIAL
ReporT, 1st March 1949 ; Vol. 5, c. 1423.]

That is, the conditions laid down in
the Ordinance for a government
school.

On the 10th of August 1951, the
Hon. Nugawela repeated a similar
statement when he said:

“We have made provision to take over
150 schools—"

The reference is to estate schools—

—“in 1951-52.”—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
10th August 1951 ; Vol. 10, c. 2864.]

Actually he took over only 24,
Nevertheless the policy intention was
clear.

In 1954, on the 16th of August, the
Hon. M. D. Banda, also Minister of
Education in the TUnited National
Party Government of that day—I
think Mr. Dudley Senanayake’s first
Government—said :

“I shall gradually take over the estate
schools.” [OrricIAL REPorT, 16th August
1954 ; Vol. 19, c. 1766.]

It is not only the U.N.P. Govern-
ments that said so. Even the last
Government, in 1964, issued a White
Paper which says:

“ All estate schools should be take over
by the State and should be run as basic
schools and the medium of instruction
will be the official language.”

Apart from the fact that there was
a controversy about the medium of
instruction in these schools, the prin-
ciple of the take-over of estate
schools is also stated here.

I want to ask my Hon. Friend, the
Minister of Education, what is the
policy of this Government on this
question, because quite frankly I am
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unable to understand it. I read with
some care the White Paper on Educa-
tion presented by the Hon. Minister
on 26th September 1966, and this is
what it states:

“ A school provided in an estate under
the above provisions may be run either
by the proprietor or any person or body
of persons authorized in that behalf by
the proprietor as a private school with
the approval of the Minister.”

What does this mean ? The Ordi-
nance gives the director the power
to start governmental schools in
estate areas, and in the White Paper
you say that a private person may
run a school.

I feel very strongly that the time
has come to take over these estate
schools. This is not a question that
should be aproached in a communal
way. Children of different commu-
nities study in estate schools, and the
conditions in estate schols are
shocking.

g. e T

I want to urge the Government to
face up to this problem and to accept
the fact that it is necessary to begin
the process of taking over the estate
schools and incorporating them in the
state educational system.

Before I go on to one or two mat-
ters concerning my constituency, I
would like to refer to a specific mat-
ter in regard to a department under
the Hon. Minister. I want to urge
that the Minister should set up a
comittee to probe the working of
the Department of National Muse-
ums. I must say from all I know of
the workings of this department and
from my recent visits to the muse-
ums, not only in Colombo, I am very
dissatisfied with the work that is
being done.

I do not think I have met the pres-
ent director, and I do not like to say
unkind things about officials, but he

seems to be something of a psycho-
path if half of what is said about
him by the persons working with
him is true. I think the director has
been there for about three or three
and a half years. During this period
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he has managed to punish, for one
reason or another, more than sixty
persons in that department, from his
immediate deputies right down to
the conservancy labourer. In fact
there were some complaints that he
had assaulted or tried to assault a
conservancy labourer. 1 do not
know whether that is true or not,
but there is a whole lot of complaints
of punishments, discriminations and
so on, and that field officers are not
allowed to work in the field.

I do not want to comment on these
matters because I feel it is not correct
to do so without hearing both sides of
the story, but I do feel that the dis-
satisfaction in the department is of
such a nature and has reached such a
pitch that it is best to clear the air,
and the best way of doing that is to
set up some type of committee. I do
not think it is necessary to set up a
public commission or anything like
that, but some good committee ap-
pointed by the Hon. Minister can look
into these matters and give its opinion
after hearing everybody.

From what I can see the whole
working of the museums has become
very much of a one-man show. There
is an advisory committee or commit-
tees set up under the Museums Ordi-
nance, but the present director
appears to regard this as problematic
to him because I am told—I speak
subject to correction—that the
Museum Advisory Committee has not
met during the last few years. It is
the same as far as Kandy is con-
cerned. Although the Museums Ordi-
nance states that at least every six
months these advisory committees
should meet—they are properly and
legally  constituted—the  director
seems to have formed a new organi-
zation called the Museum Friends As-
sociation or the Friends of the
Museum Association or something
like that. He seems to work with
them. I think they are more friends
of the director than the friends of the
museums.

If the Minister is not satisfied _with
the present members of the advisory
committees surely he can reconstitute
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them with new persons. I make this
recommendation because I am
seriously alarmed at what has hap-
pened to some of the very valuaf..:
sculpture and cultural exhibits yo.-
have in that place. I am talking now
particularly of the Colombo Museumn.
There are a number of valuable stone
sculptures, marble carvings, terracot-
tas and inscriptions. A whole mass of
timber has been put on some of them.,
Some are out in the open and some
have been damaged.

I am told that an ancient stone
image of Kali has been mutilated by
dismembering the buflalo head from

the composite sculpture apparently on
some theory of the director. The stone
inscription of Gajabahu has suilered
damage. It has been inexpertly
moved from one place to another.
These are all allegations and 1
should like the Hon. Minister to look
into them.

It seems to me that very valuable
museum space is being wasted. A

large number of structural changes |

are now taking place at the Colombo

Museum and one or two things that ‘

are being done are really alarming. I
think it is generally known that in
museums, as far as possible, they use
natural light because it will not harm
valuable exhibits. I do not know
whether the Hon. Minister has gone
to the Colombo Museum recently.
There are some rooms lighted with
fluorescent lights like one of the
more prosperous bath kades.

There is a lovely

Samadi Buddha statue from Tholu- |
wila which is subjected to very fierce |
fluorescent lights. It is quite hot inside |
and I see no reason for this. I do not |
know what damage may have been |
done to such valuable sculpture and |
so on. There are lots and lots of de- |
tails like that and I do not want to |
go irto them now, but I do feel that |
a situation has arisen for some com- |

petent investigation.

I do not want to pose as an expert
on questions of taste, but I must say

that some of the fanciful designs in |
the Anuradhapura Gallery are like |

3482

crystallised |
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advertisements at Hirdaramanis and
Velonas for selling sarees. It does not
fit into a museum. That is a question
of difference of taste. If the depart-
ment is seeing with unrest and it
does affect the work of the museums,
I think it is a matter that must be
looked into, and may I ask the Hon.
Minister to give serious consideration
to it.

I wish to say just one or two words
shout some schools in my constitu-
ency. I am only going to speak of two
schools. The first is the Fatima Mus-

. lim English Girls School at 159,

Bandaranaike Mawatha, Colombo.

' This school caters to a large number
of Muslim girls.

This is the only
school in the central of Colombo in
which Muslim girls can have a
reasonably good education. It is

" housed in a thoroughly dilapidated

building which is on the point of
collapse. It is a privately owned
building and because it has not yet

' been acquired and vested in the

Government, no repairs have been
done. It is in an exiremely dangerous
condition and I know that a decision
to acquire the property has been
taken. I want to urge on the Minister
to expedite this matter so that the
building of new school premises for
these Muslim girls can be completed
as early as possible.

I find that in my own constituency,
among the children of school-going
age who are not attending school,
quite a large number are Muslim
girls. The fact that there is a growing
tendency now among Muslim girls to
attend school is extremely encourag-
ing and every attempt should be made
to give them a proper education. I
hope this will engage the active con-
sideration of the Government.

The hon. Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa) referred
in passing to a matter that I would

' like to refer to in detail. It is a matter

that I have raised several times in the
House. It is regarding the position
about the school or, shall I say,
at Slave Island—one set of buildings
which houses the Sri Sariputtra Maha
Vidyalaya, the Al Igbal Maha Vidya-
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laya and the Junior School attached.
This is in Sir James Peiris Mawatha.

I have seen many schools in many
parts of the Island, but this school is
in a more shocking condition than
any school in the Island. I have seen
schools in remote rural areas which
are far better than this maha vidya-
laya catering for the children of the
Slave Island area.

I do not understand exactly what
goes on in the mind of the Ministry
of Education regarding this school be-
cause there seems to be a conspiracy
to prevent any change in this school.
It is a most strange thing.

As you know, the Slave Island area
is a thoroughly congested area with
the highest incidence of tubercuiosis
not only in Colombo but probably in
the whole of Ceylon. There is a vast
number of children without a proper
school to go to and this is the only
maha vidyalaya in that area. Two
schools, one wusing the Sinhala
medium, and the Muslim School, are
using the same set of thoroughly dila-
pidated buildings. For some obscure

ireason some of the rooms are locked

up. I do not know what goes on in-
side but they are locked up. This
school is probably the biggest grave-
yard of broken school furnilure in
Ceylon. The place which at least the
children could go out to and get a
little fresh air is stocked with broken
furniture. I do not know why this
furniture is kept there. Either you
can repair it and re-use it or use it
as firewood. It is shabby, it has not
been painted, the latrines are in a
disgraceful condition. But nearly
3,000 children use this school. b

Many years ago I carried on a big
agitation against the then Govern-
ment. Mrs. Bandaranaike purchased
a land adjoining the school at
Ramsay Road. The purpose of this
was to shift the Muslim school, the
Al.Iq_bal Maha Vidyalaya, into new
buildings, and that was a correct
decision because this confusion
creates all sorts of problems. The
problem did not stop in the school ;
it went out and communal conflict
was rampant in the area. We had
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a very bad example of it in the
Maradana area. They built a new
school and divided the school, and
now that problem is not there. The
same problem is there in Slave Island
and this problem is not solved. For
over ten years this land has been
lying idle. On at least three to four
occasions in this Parliament I have
asked the Minister why he does not
start work, and I was always given
different answers. Apparently they
cannot even think of one consistent
reason why they do not want to get
the Muslim children into a separate
school and solve this overcrowding.

I do not want to read all the corres-
pondence. On 7.11.1968 I asked what
was the delay in starting work on the
building of the school in Ramsay
Road premises. I was then told it
was due to non-availability of suffi-
cient funds. Then I find on 23.6.69
Senator Hameem had asked a similar
question in the Senate and the answer
to that, it appears, was that they
were thinking of acquiring some
other land. This made me ask
another question recently in the
House and I was told that they are
not thinking of acquiring another
land but they are going to build
according to a system of priorities.
Does it take ten years to create a
system of priorities and bring this
school to a position where some
buildings can appear ? I urge the
}%lon. Minister to give top priority to
this.

& on. 7.15

Secondly, there is something for
which I have asked an explanation
several times and I continue to do so
because I have not got a satisfactory
explanation, Why was it necessary to
divide the Al Igbal Maha Vidyalaya ?
The two maha vidyalayas occupy the
same building. One works in the
morning, one works in the afternoon.
They both have aproximately the
same number of children. One is a
Muslim school, one is a school in the
Sinhala medium. Now, for some
reason, in 1968 the school was divi-
ded. Actually, on 1.7.1968, on a pro-
test made by the P. T'. A., the schools
were amalgamated. On 11.7.68, 11 days
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later, suddenly this was divided into
a junior school and senior school
without reference to the P.T.A. or
anybody. Is the Hon. Minister aware
that in the whole of Colombo this is
the only school that has been selected
for this stepmotherly treatment. I do
not know whether similar things
have happened outside Colombo. I am
aware of the situation in Colombo
and I can say that this is the only
such school.

I asked the question: what was
the reason for this? The Junior
Minister who is now running about
replied to me—vide HAaNsArRD of
7.11.68—saying that it was in order to
provide better educational facilities
for the pupils. If it is the policy of
the Government to divide maha vid-
yalayas into senior and junior schools
in order to provide better educational
facilities, then why is it that this is
the only school to which this division
has been applied ? There is the Sri
Sariputta Maha Vidyalaya which is
in the same premises, but that has not
been divided. There are a whole
number of other schools which have
not been divided at all.

May I tell the Hon. Minister that
after 1968 not only have there been
no new facilities provided after
dividing the school but the existing
facilities are worse than what they
were before 1968. The Welfare Board
and the P. T. A. of this school have
written numerous letters to the Hon.
Minister and the Director of Educa-
tion (Colombo Region) requesting

certain basic facilities such as provi- |

sion of office and staff rooms, and the
services of a clerk and a peon. They
complained of the transfer of
teachers without replacement that
class rooms have been converted
into living quarters in spite of the
acute shortage of class-room accom-
modation ; and a large number of
such complaints were made. I must
say that they have not even had the
courtesy of sending a reply. I have

here a list of the numerous letters |

sent under registered post by the
Welfare Board and the P.T. A,
which have not been replied to by
the Colombo Office.
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I read in the “Daily Mirror” of
5.11.69 a statement attributed to the
Hon. Minister and I quote:

“The general public today are Iore
concerned about the country’s education.
Parents have taken a keener interest 1n
th education of their children than be-
fore and as a result they are prepared to
give all assistance to the Education
Department to improve study facilities in
schools. The co-operation and assistance
of parents have a great value to the
country.”

I presume the Hon. Minister would
have said that because that sort of
remark a Minister usually makes and
even this Minister makes such re-
marks. It is true, but if you want to
get the co-operation of the parents,
why do you not at least answer their
letters ? Ask your officials to meet
them. When they ask questions ex-
plain to them what is happening.
That is why I say that this school has
been treated in a very shoddy way.

I do not understand why this
school has been divided in this way,
and it seems to me that there is dis-
crimination against this school. I
hope the Hon. Minister will take
action on this matter and create the
necessary confidence.

There are many other schools in
my constituency and I am not going
to mention them because my time
is up. I mentioned these two scheols
because they are glarfing examples of
schools where immediate action is
needed. In regard to the others I
shall write to the Education Depart-
ment and the Hon. Minister directly
on the matter.

9. el ARE dE O
(eD&DG)

(@i orib. oy L& LTEESTT—
Qeu@ﬁu&»vj

(Mr, Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beru-
wala)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I am very
happy to folow the hon. Third Mem-
ber for Colombo Central because to-
day he has played a role for which I
as a Muslim am very grateful to him.
The hon. Members who spoke before
me today concentrated quite a deal
on the neglected state in which some
of the Muslim schools in the Colombo
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Central area are. While thanking the
hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central, I would ask the Hon. Minis-
ter to see that something is done be-
cause there is quite a deal of concen-
tration of Muslims, I think as good as
the population in the Eastern Pro-
vince, residing within the Colombo
Central area.

After listening to the speeches
made by hon. Members of the Oppo-
sition, I am convinced that there has
been a sort of metamorphosis in the
thinking of the hon. Members of the
Opposition. Last year and the year
before, there was quite a deal of
attack on the Hon. Minister and on
the policy he followed, on his work
as such, and criticisms of the work
done by his officials and staff and so
on and so forth. I feel after the Siya-
wasa celebrations a change has taken
place, and more than attacks some
nice things have also been said about
him by a number of speakers. This
situation makes me congratulate you,
Mr. Minister, for the manner in
which you have been crowned. Think-
ing of the Hon. Minister of Education
reminds me of the patients who could
either be entrusted to a surgeon or a
physician.

The Hon. Prime Minister thought it
fit at that time, probably because of
the quick remedies that were re-
quired in the field of education, to
entrust this job to the Hon. Mr. Iriya-
golle who found that what the situa-
tion demanded was surgery rather
than any other form of treatment.
Immediate action was taken. There
were no more sugar-coated pills and
soothing tonics. That might be the
reason why in the past so many peo-
ple said so many harsh things against
the Hon. Minister.

As the hon. Third Member for Col-
ombo Central (Mr. Keuneman) said,
the educational affairs of the country
were in a mess at that time for
various reasons. We found that the
policy that was followed was a policy
that was more in keeping with
imperialist ways. In the past there
was an imperial form of government,
and the educational affairs were also
managed in that manner. No change
was introduced. In 1940, I believe, a
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special committee was appointed—the
Kannangara Committee or Commis-
sion—and in 1945 I believe their re-
port was published. Quite laudable
suggestions and recommendations
were made in that report. But in that
imperialistic set-up I think people
were not prepared to follow or imple-
ment those recommendations. At that
time although free education was put
into effect proposals relating to the
diversification of education con-
tained in the 1945 report were not
implemented. Even the two Govern-
ments that followed could not keep
pace with the recommendations made.
But unfortunately, in 1960 I believe,
something very drastic happened.

You know, as a result probably of
the conduct of certain communities
during the 1960 elections, the then
Government thought it fit that certain
people must be punished in such a
way that they would not be able to
raise their heads again for quite a
long time. This was mentioned by
the hon. Junior Minister, Whatever
that may be, I must mention to you
on this occasion, Mr. Chairman, that
the takeover of schools was an act of
revenge. That must be admitted.
They were not prompted by laudable
motives of national education.

QCoNSHY B e,

(Bm. Qamsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Return them now.

D@ ARE %H0B e

(@U 9ig UTEET wrEsTi)

(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

You cannot destroy and restore in
that fashion. You know it yourself.
If you really wanted a national sys-
tem of education, then it must be
national from every angle. What did
you do ? You allowed 15 private fee-
levying schools which had opted I be-
lieve in 1931, to remain as private fee-
levying schools, to enjoy all the pri-
vileges. You excluded them. For
what reason ? Then youy did not
allow any other schools, however
high, to remain out or to get into
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the class of private fee-levying
schools, and you punished those

schools by not allowing them to
levy fees.

0as @y HOlewwy
(@6 aeu O8I G @l e (HaUI )

(An hon. Member)

Not a single Buddhist school is
remaining out.

¢ReE RE 8 @,
()L QYLIFID LT B LT &&E T )
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I do not want to be distructed by
my hon. Friend. I think I should
avoid a discussion on that subject on
this occasion.

What did the last Government do ?
They took over the schools, and those
that were allowed to remain as pri-
vate schools, were denied the privi-
leges that they had enjoyed, they did
not give those children the mid-day
meal, they took away from them the
facilities for cadeting and they put
upon the State a heavy burden.

Now, there was the question of the
Zahira College takeover. I do not
want to relate the circumstances in
which it was taken over. Thanks to
the management, they went to court
and they got back the college. Soon
after that, what did the principal
have to say in his report ? 1 still re-
member what he said : “ The site of
the school reminded one of an aban-
doned battlefield.” The buildings
were in need of repair, cement floors
were broken, and everything was in
a mess. And the Hon. Minister will
remembper that he had to pay the
school Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 39,000 as
damages to restore the school to the
condition in which it was at the time
of the takeover. I would ask the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman) to go and see the
difference now, how efficiently the
college is managed, how beautifully
the buildings are kept, how the
floors are kept polished, how new
buildings are coming up, how the
garden is kept, and how education
is given in an atmosphere that is
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conducive to education. That is the
way in which private schools are
managed. There is one building that
is coming up towards which the
parents have contributed, and which
I think is going to cost them five
to six lakhs of rupees. If the last
Government had allowed those
private schools to continue I say
that even today you can find people
who are prepared to help them
financially.

. 0. 7.30

In this context, I shouid like to
request the Hon. Minister to take
steps to see that there is at least one
private school for each denomination.
The Government should also give
them some sort of assistance, because
the children who attend those
schools are also its responsibility :
they too are nationals of this country,
their parents too are citizens
of this country. Therefore, if the
Government is prepared to meet all
expenses of the state-managed
schools, why cannot it meet 30 to 40
per cent of the expenses of these
schools in the form of some sort of
assistance, to carry on the schools ?
In fairness, something must be done.
This National Government should
not perpetrate the injustice that has
been done to them. Something has
to be done about these schools.

cDPSHY e,

(8. Geerer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Are you saying that they should
| have the right to levy fees?

e RE 8 D
(e T [0 LT & (T &ESTIT )
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I am only saying that the Hon.
Minister should do something by
which the schools can maintain them-
selves, and also restore the privileges
that they enjoyed before the take-
over like cadeting, mid-day meal,
and so on. If the Government is
prepared to provide those facilities
to children in state-managed schools
why cannot it do the same thing for
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children in those schools ? Are you
not punishing those children by not
providing those facilities ? Are you
not punishing those teachers by de-
nying pension rights to them ?

While the last Government did
things to take revenge or wreak ven-
geance, this Government which is
committed to justice to all communi-
ties has to do something about these

schools. I must congratulate the Hon.
Minister for what he has been able
to achieve during the last 45 years.
When he took over he found things
in a mess and, as one hon. Member
pointed out, like Caesar of old, he
can now sit back in his seat and say :
Veni, vidi, vici—I came, I saw, I con-
quered. The Hon. Minister has been
able to put things in order. There
is now a system of education of which
we can be proud. The children are
not taught in the same way they
were taught during the imperialist
regime. Today, when they get to the
stage of leaving school they are fit to
take their due place in society and
will not be a burden on the State.

I do not want to take much more
time. Before I finish I would like to
mention certain matters pertaining
to my own constituency and certain
matters connected with Muslim edu-
cation. In fact, I wanted to place
these matters before the Hon. Minis-
ter.

I have with me a memorandum
submitted to the Hon. Minister after
certain deliberations had taken place
three or four days ago. If I can have
an assurance, Sir, that this memo-
randum will be published in HAN-
SARD as part of my speech it will not
be necessary for me to read it now.
I would like it to appear in HANSARD.

eSS

(o &@Tmaari )

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member can table it and
move to have it published in HaN-
SARD.
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D@ PR Gl e
(@t oigme LTSS r&sri)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

I table this memorandum® from
the All-Ceylon Muslim Educational
Conference and move to have it
published in HANSARD.

I would like to bring to the notice
of the Hon. Minister that large
tracts of land have been acquired
for providing playgrounds for schools
in my electorate. Unfortunately,
for the last so many years—I do not
know whether I mentioned this on
the last occasion also—those lands
have not been utilized for that pur-
pose. I would ask the Hon. Minister
to see that the schools are given a
grant or some such assistance in
order that these lands could be
cleared of jungle and, with the
help of the parents through parent-
teacher associations, converted into
playgrounds.

Zahira College is one of the most
important institutions in my area.
It is, I think, the most important
Muslim maha vidyalaya in the
entire Kalutara District. That insti-
tution has quite a large number of
buildings donated by the parents
when it was a private school. It is
a very well maintained Muslim
school, but it has neither a play-
ground nor an assembly hall.

The Hon. Minister might remem-
ber that, when in 1967 or so I made
representations to him about this
matter, he wrote to me—I still
remember the date of the letter: 6th
October 1967—enclosing a copy of a
letter addressed by him to the
Director of Education, Kalutara, in
which he directed the Regional
Director to see that the work on
that assembly hall was taken in
hand. I am sorry to have to inform
the Hon. Minister that up to now
nothing has been done. Not even
plans have been drawn up.

Therefore, may I, on behalf of the
Muslims of the area, ask the Hon.
Minister to take steps immediately

* The memorandum tabled is repro-
duced as an Appendix at the end of this
Day’s Proceedings.
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to see that this college is provided
with a hall, a two-storeyed building.
I remember one of the officials who
visited the place telling me that the
building was good enough for a
university. What I understand is
that the estimates provide for an
assembly hall. What remains to be
done is to see that financial assist-
ance is given to get this work done.

The numbers at the Alutgama
Girls’ Training College are going
down steadily. Something has to be
dons to see that this situation is
rectified. I would ask the Hon.
Minister to take this matter up and
see that something is done to
improve that college also.

Although there are quite a num-
ber of other matters I would like to
mention here, I do not want to take
any more of the time of the House.
I only hope that the Hon. Minister
will see to it that the schools in my
electorate which have been
neglected hitherto and about which

I have made representations,
improved.

are

eGw'E QPVBAD .
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
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(8. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)
08, & den® Hed mNeN.

eCil € @diAm» Sw.

(Bs. Qavovel] @amraui ser)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

dm@ Ded 1965 ¥ ©wD sy g
HOBDD gamsmed §AC DI 5ID
o @B Boe Hecd. ¥ BHwm I Ho
96e wamHO BHuE o OB
D . '

eWOsY .

(B Oserioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

What the hon. Member for
Panadura said is correct. I said that

the Minister of Education, the Hon.
Iriyagolle, created the chaos.

@R ABE 2D V.
(@)L =g LUTESBT rESTi)
(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

If you say that was what you said,
I will accept it.

oG & @IIA® Gw,

(B Qavoell @eraui sar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
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“Integrated Development in Ceylon—
Tissa Balasuriya, O.M.I.

‘We are easily bamboozled by
promises of quick remedies of a partial
nature or misled by political leaders who
believe that the economy must become
more bankrupt before they themselves
can achieve power and remedy the
situation radically. @We cherish and
pander to our congenital prejudices of
race, caste, religion and language and
demand privileges without hard work.’

NS D 6Pen® Bewman.

‘Our educational policy must be
rehauled more thoroughly and more
energetically so that education may be
oriented towards the employment oppor-
tunities available in the country—
farming, fishing, industries and com-
merce. To delay this is to educate for
unemployment and frustration. The
thinking is clear on this, but the
implementation is painfully slow.’

(i

s emdBem, 1969-70

OB B 0en® Bewmn.

. “We live in extraordinary times and
circumstances. We need extraordinary
remedies. Our humdrum life, with its
securities and compromises cannot meet
the present demands ; we must think out
our way of life radically. Our spiritua-
lity itself must be rethought. Today to
champion the poor will mean placing
ourselves in situations which are
dangerous for our privileges—are we
prepared to do so? In any case if
society does not reform itself fast enough
even more radical and revolutionary
changes are likely to engulf all of us and
throw us out of our secure positions, as
it has happened in so many countries of
the world in our generation.

A serious and radical commitment to
development is also the very condition
for the relevance and vitality of the
Church itself. Whether we like it or
not, society moves ahead. Today the
situation is ripe for the masses of the
educated unemployed to organize them-
selves and to demand overall changes.
Youth today wants action, radical action
and relevant action. If the Church as an
institution, for whatever reasons, is
unable or unwilling G{)ractically to commit
itself to inspire and participate in such
radical movements, then the Church will
cease to have their loyalities. The more
dynamic people will move away effec-
tively from a Church-oriented life and
agencies,

One does feel that the time has come
when the Christian community in
Ceylon, in addition to all its otheP good
works and developmental projects, must

Bewldny 8535 LeddCw

3520
— @l wmnd
throw up a radical body of thinkers and
leaders who will contribute to the
economic liberation of our couniry and
to its integral development with social
justice through the use of all the means
at their disposal including the political
power of the state in collaboration with
all persons of goodwill who are prepared
to risk themselves for the sake of
development with justice. This is funda-
mentally a spiritual problem intimately
linked to our witness to Christ, the god-
man among men.”’ '
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Gwdlargm ulfelar ofalédsiuiLs ; Beandin
&g HusiBoenw, 15 QeuGomur 1969.

It being 8.30 p.Mm., THE CHAIRMAN lejt
the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit
again on Monday, 15th September 1969.
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wddRBe w2, 1969 wmT Ol
15 @2 weg & o 10 2 oW

D¢ Sod «.
20Burg . w. 8.31 welwn@afl Gy o1 sur
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Sgauy  Feu, IgGeng 1969
QelGr i 8 gyib @p uw Firtomen & g1é
Somms, 1969 QeuGgibun 15, St

Broentn @o. u. 10 wenll ewer @56

GOEU S &SI .
It being 8.31 p.Mm. MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned the House without Question
put.

Adjourned accordingly until
10 aA.M. on Monday, 15th Sep-
tember 1969, pursuant to the
Resolution of the House of
8th September 1969.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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MR. R. S. MANI, MADRAS SCULPTOR

137/69
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_ (Mr. R. G. Senanayake—Dambadeniya)
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister
of Defence & External Affairs and
Minister of Planning & Economic
Affairs: (a) When did the Madras
sculptor, R. S. Mani, who is residing
at Maitland Crescent, Colombo 7,
came to this country? (b) Is he
living in this country on a temporary
residence permit? (c¢) If so, when
was this temporary residence permit
issued to him ? (d) If temporary
residence permits have been issued
to him on earlier occasions as well,
when were they issued ? (e) What
are the works of sculpture that he
has done for the Government ? (f)
How much has been paid to him for
this work? (g) Is he aware that
there are highly skilled Sinhala
sculptors ? (h) If so, will he take
action to commission only Sinhala
sculptors in future, for work of this
nature ?
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs and Minister of Planning &
Economic Affairs)
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(@) On 21.1,1958. (b) He was a
residence visa holder. (c¢) Residence
visa was issued when he first came
to Ceylon at the invitation of the
Lanka Bauddha Mandalaya for the
erection of five statues of national
heroes. (d) Yes. Residence visas
were issued from time to time to
complete the work he had under-
taken. (e) Casting and erection of
the statues of (i) Rev. Anagarika
Dharmapala ; (ii) Wallisinghe Haris-
chandra ; (iii) Sir Baron Jayatilleka ;
(iv) Dr. W. A. de Silva; (v) Ven.
Gunananda Thero. (f) Rs. 103,681.89,
(g) At the time of commissioning of
Mr. Mani for this work, there was

no local sculptor available. (k) Does
not arise. :
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(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs :
(a) What is the total amount of
Foreign Exchange Entitlement Certi-
ficates issued this year for the import

of beedi leaf ? (b) What are the
names and addresses of the persons
to whom these certificates have been
issued ? | (¢) What is the amount of
foreign exchange allocated to each
of these persons ? (d) How many

beedi workers are employed by each
of these persons ?
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(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—
Minister of Home Affairs)
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(a) 190. (b) Please see column 1 of
the list tabled. (¢) Please see column

: = 68 3 ZJHB : :
(8) cnomnd aB GBEQED 3 JL 9 of the list tabled. (d) Please séb
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Foreign Exchange
Name and address of Beedi Manufacturer allocated for
first half 1969
Rs. c.
A. C. M. Tbrhaim, 59, N'Eliya Road, Gampola 3,995 68
T. G. Pelis, Girigama, Pilamatalawa 106),_! 45
0. A. Leshi, 125, Kandy Road, Kadugannawa 6,393 8
S. D. Saharawan Beedi, Kelxunarrolla Katupotha 3,729 92
N. Siriwardena, Duwa Temple Road Kalutara South 3,729 92
M. H. Plya,bena Polegoda, Mahagama 26,640 95
P. G. Sugathadasa, Girigama, Pilimatalawa 9,590 56
G. G. Walis, Madagama, Galagedera 15,984 57
H. K. Sardris, Na.wgala Warakapola 9,584 03
D. G. A. Wllson Nawgala, Warakapola 23,976 86
K. G. J. Subasmghe Marwanagoda, Warallagama 18,649 60
M. Harrison, Galabawa, Kannadenya, Kahapathwela 5,327 26

H. K. Plyasena Peladuwa, Warakapola 10,655 45
'W Amaradasa, A. D. Beedl Co., Haltota e 4,262 37
Vijaya Rajah Beedi Co., Dumaladeniya, Warakapola . . 12,254 65
Lanka Beedi Co., Dumaladeniya, Warakapola 13,319 54
Silver Beedi Co., 132, Green Street, Colombo 13 17,049 4¢
H. A. David, Danagama West, Hakmana 7,992 29
W. A. Kirinelis, Katupitiya, Kosgolla 5,327 26
R. N. Martin, Sri Lanka Beedi, Main Street, Wala,mulla. 15,984 57
M. P. Simon, Aladeniya, Warallegama 83,015 89
H. K. Piyasena, Navigala, Warakapola 9,057 18
D. 8. Jayasinghe, Navigala, Warakapola 9,589 62
Y. William Fernando, Haltota : - 4.261 43
Sivapalan Beedi Co., 53, Wolfendhall Street Colombt) 16,784 64
K. D. Maderis, Dumaladeniya, Warakapola 6,408 0
N. L. Omardeen, 30, A.M.A. Building, Mawanella 5,327 26
K. Amaris, Balapathawa, Ambanpitiya A 5,859 70
M. 1. L. Jainul Abdeen, 93, Kandy Road, Mawanella . . 10,658 25
T. -P. Sokalal, Ramset Factory, 98, Vivakananda,

Colombo 12 : 17,049 46
A. Abdullakutty, 56, Station Road, Lunuwﬂa, 1,01,240 29
T. K. Krishnakutty, 78, Mosque Street, Kalutara 9,192 39
H. A. Rasheed, Kuruduwatta, Panowita 4,794 81
V. M. Abdulla, 25, Asgangala Road, Eheliyagoda 7,992 29
A. K. Abdul Rasak, 319, Kandy Road, Nelundeniya .. 6,393 08
K. M. Baeran, 89, Kandy Road, Mawanella 13,319 54
K. P. George, 90, Kandy Road, Warakapola 13,319 54
T. K. M. Beedi Co., Shri Kadirashiam, Mawanella 4262 36
C. V. Makarr, 35, Hetti Street, Puttalam 5,993 98
A. L. A. Hussan, Bamanna, Narangoda 14,785 40
M. M. Ahamed, Malpitiya, Boyagama, Kurunegala 4,794 81
T. K. Kochchuni, Nagoda, Kalutara 6,793 12
P. M. Kungimon, 93, Kandy Road, Mawanella 13,159 16
A. B. A. Beedi Producer, 73/14, Mosque Lane, Negombo 9,989 66
Kamala Stores, 176, Central Road, Colombo 12 © 59,944 48
V. Arunagiri, 413, Main Street, Warakapola 4,794 81
L. M. M. Mahular, Nabluwa, Pasyala . . 6,393 74
K. K. L. Dharmasena, Handiniya, Werellagama, 3,994 74
Baraki Beedi Co., 222, Trincomalee Street, Kandy 11,508 67
J. Martin Singho, Thalgama, Ambepussa 3,729 92
V. Kanagalingam Pillai & Sons, 17, St. Josephs Street

Colombo 39,962 36
M. M. S. Lebbe, 135, Mampay Road, Jaffna 5,859 70 .
Husein Stores, 59, Adiruppu Street, Colombo 13 13,320 47

Gam» B

Employees

96
52

121
293
350
40
363
248
117
262
225
28
19
330
130
12
145

304
2,481
209
95
148
57
92
127
58
111
493
71
152
163
245
3,270
87
377
3b
175
28

1,499
65
505
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Name and address of Beedi Manufacturer allocated for Employees
Jirst half 1969
Rs. c.
54. Elephant Beedi Co., 130, Adiruppu Street, Colombo 187,827 58 3,073
55. 8. Sinnadurai Sons, 44, 3rd Cross Street, Colombo. 139,872 00 6,029
56. V. V. Ramasamy Pillai & Sons, 325, K. K. S. Road,
Velvetiturai i = - 53,283 TT 533
57. T. M. Chrisnasamy Chitty, 61, K. K. S. Road, Vel-
vetiturai i S : 7,992 28 65
58. N. B. Abdul Gafoor, 102/2, Adiruppu Street, Colombo. . 85,254 78 684
59.  Maha Lakshimi Stores, 26, Aluth Hetti Street, Colombo 49,021 41 808
60. K. S.S. Sabaratnam, 8, Ambagamuwa Road, Gampola. . 5,327 26 331
61. K.S.Sukramaniam & Sons, 2, 4, Ambagamuwa Gampola 37,299 20 765
62. N. Sakalasuriya, Henpitagedera, Divulapitiya 20,228 29 841
63. K. K. Kunchikadar, Bammanna, Narangoda 4,262 37 68 ;
64. M. Abeyratna, Kannadeniya, Kahapathwela 5,327 26 295
65. 1. Vadivel, 136, Bandaranaike Mawatha, Colombo 14,919 68 608 i
66. M. L. M. Sheriff, 211, Mahaveediya, Mawanella 5,328 19 8 3
67. Kandy Beedi Co., Haloluwa, Kandy e 26,641 89 481
68. B. P. Gunatilaka, 620, Moragaha Lane, Mirihana, Nuge-
goda o= % i 5,327 26 20
69. A. S. K. Kandiah Pillai, 539, Main Street, Kandana 3,196 54 62 .
70. Sadananda Beedi Co., 387, Trincomalee Street, Matale 31,964 14 1,440
71. M. Casi, 113, Madavela Road, Katugastota 5 6,393 08 163
72. Ganamalar Stores, 102/2A, Adiruppu Street, Colombo 8,80 30 223
73. N. M. Nagalingam, 59, Madawela Road, Katugastota 9,589 62 323 ,
74. Roja Stores, 47, Adriuppu Street, Colombo 3 15,984 57 151
75. J.A. Albert Perera, Gonna, Kohilagedera 3,729 92 23 J
76. V. Ahameed, 138, Station Road, Lunuwila 6,393 08 130
77. K. Adimakutty, 36, Pannala Road, Dankotuwa =53 10,656 38 148 -
78. J. M. Ariyaratna, 399, Prince of Wales Street, Colombo 21,310 90 268 :
79. Rubi Beedi Co., 136, Mahawatta Road, Colombo i 29,839 36 187
80. M. I. M. Assnalebbe, Arip Stores, Main Street, Akara-
pattu e, e : 5,327 26 38
81. N. P. Markandu, Kandalama, Mirigama, 5,327 26 81 2
82. 8. Abdul Cader Co., 15, Hulstdorf Street, Colombo 176,006 53 2,531
83. M. Sirisena, Patuhapuwa, Kandy 6,393 08 29
84. T.P. Kunjemo, Wijeyakodi Beedi, Dunuwila 5,327 26 47 ]
85. P.V.Mohammad, Navali Road, Anaikottai 5,327 26 105
86. A.T. Nadarajah, Church Lane, West Kokuvil 5,328 19 73 y
87. V. T. Rasasingam, Bathiri, Kondavil West 5,327 26 77
88. K. S. M. Piyadasa, Kandanhena, Harankohawa 4,262 37 20 .
89. A. M. Fernando and Brother, Beruwala 7,459 84 53 .
90. Walpola Manufacturers, Millawa , Horana 3,729 92 13 . s
91. U. M. Ibrahim, IT Div., Muruthamunai, Kalmunai 4,262 37 51
92. W. A. M. Charlis Perera, 135, Trincomalee Street, Kandy 4,235 33 21 _?
93. Sahidan Stores, 15, Church Road, Colombo 4,794 81 5 :
94. J. M. Bandaranayake, Katuwana Road, Homagama, .. 4,262 37 20 2
95. K. W. Somadasa, 275/1, Trincomalee Street, Kandy 9,324 80 68 ¥
96. Colombo North Beedi Manufacturers’ Society, 219, G
Barber Street, Colombo 13 o B 11,189 76 80
97. Colombo South Beedi Manufacturers’ Society, 562/3,
Galle Road, Colombo = s 3,729 92 25
98. Ceylon Co-operative Consumers’ Society, 455, Galle '

Road, Colombo o ; 559,488 0 ..There are 348 3
co-operative
societies con-
sisting of 29,178 -
members

99. Harispatthu-Thumpane M, P. C. 8. Union Ltd. 86,590 77 3,095 members
100. Dedigama-Otarapalatha Beedi Workers’ Co-op. Society 14,574 68 521 members
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ACCOUNTANTS, LOCAL
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MUNICIPAL
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(Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)

By SHEB GLOB @& ZDBE ew
@5y € GO@Bead IGEe@xy
e m@cmsy Gy gR»ew: () 1960-
1969 wnEw D S HEH c¥Iec
NHED DRI NETEBT B GCeHE
KBy d 80 8060 wdy) CPede?
() Detd B O S 08D vem
mRIMELoeueE O, &BB5YDs
G & ST & Ew DN weHE'
DODNE ? (@) BBEHD LI DE
c®8 cefdedd 83 guwd Dt eWEH @
A o gud YN EBC
ey e@m»c ? (&) 1960-1969 c=¥'ey
HCW DG TNHEW ©EHIMILNEDG B
%) e N08m @8I B
dmewsy cuKdd glecde? & gwee
5O MmN ? (¢) 8 vy sy
ey cefded 8Om» WO Senzy
NEHENE Benmwzy BT ©enznd
M8G5 dwewsy cudd® 8 gB
8oy Rl dacwsy O BE@DMe ?

DOTEOHTTL S s aamtb,  SHaue

apabl
LTl &S LT TTEeneT P&  STiflw
dle@: ()
1960-1969 ecuensujoner STN S GiGr LJVLDOLI
ufl@s  epos  Qaelpriy pe @i

vl sereeprrl Ae Gremey

(% o Gl 1

pAReraraien T4

I5SET & GLIG
asemaareri orgsty Gui? (o) eeQanrm
Sl Le)
eower ufife apow Qeerp  Coa gy
By yeowd uffdear sre yeraaum
sgpartr ? (@) ywewts ufl@e apm@h
dLwghe o pacrCay
STl Gromrss
Ga\:@,@;é@ aupFoul S@Hdb@  aparaflonn
Qar@sssp&s srrovmaesr wureea ? (&)
1960-1969 quanTujorer SIS BT  [FETF LI

a;soara';&rrﬁrr@@m.r_m Gummmq;.b,

G ameuud eyareraui

Gmaﬂ@wuﬁ?@‘;ﬁ@

LY &GO & [T O I yaui

@@ Quir?

Bewidn @535 ehace

3540

Ean EEna
5 (@h @ LI Quuwiraer ererer 2 (2-) U () Bl
g : e e
GrasHe  saussTorTrSU STl
. . | P
&W@J’Iﬂ_g?'& Ceraauud

Quimial s P& ’
‘@)}ra}rbw-auﬁ' 5@;}_5 {‘c_;) .f_i:.*?",u_b r‘;ﬁa Iin j‘ld) ] .E_Jrrf_L?_ L1
ufrlens pLSIUNEE Qs reren -:e;m;r:i;.@

eUIroTm ?

asked the Minister of Local Govern-
ment and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Information and
Broadcasting : (a) How many muni-
cipal accountants of the Local Gov-
ernment Service were sent abroad on
scholarships during the period 1960-
1969 ? (b) Will he state the name of
each of those accountants, the country
to which such accountant went on
scholarship and the duration of the
scholarship ? (¢c) What are the
reasons for giving preference to direct
recruits over those already in service
in the matter of granting scholar-
ships ? (d) How many municipal
accountants received promotions as
municipal commissioners during the
period 1960-1969 ? What are their
names ? (e) In future, will he make
it his policy to hold a competitive
examination for those in the Local
Government Service only, for promo-
tion as accountants ?
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(The Hon. R. Premadasa—Minister of
Local Government and Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Information
& Broadcasting)
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(a) Six. (b) Mr. A. H. A. Samy,
Canada, 10 months; Mr. A. W.
Edirisinghe, India, 6 weeks; Mr. D.
C. C. Fernando, India, 6 weeks ; Mr.
G. R. E. L. Bandara, UK., 2 years;
Mr. P. Sabaratnam, UK. 2 years;
Mr. V. Thangavelu, UK., 2 years,
(c) As they possessed the quali-
fications prescribed for the scholar-
ship ; (d) Three ; Mr. A. H. A. samy,

Municipal Commlssmner 1.10.63 ; Mr.
H. Selvarajah, Mummpal Commis-
sioner, 9.12.65 ; Mr. A. T. Sundaram,
Mun1c1pal Commissioner 3.1.69; (e)
I am unable to agree to the ﬁlling of
the posts of accountant in the Local

1969 eed o8 14
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Government Service by the promo-
tion of those only in service. In the
interest of local government adminis-

tration it is desirable to have qualified
accountants as well in the service.
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asked the Minister of Social Services :
(a¢) How many of the people of the
Dehiowita Electorate suffered da-
mage to houses due to the floods of



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3543

Eam Egma

[8deed 28 @]

June 1967 ? (b) For how many of
these people has relief been recom-
mended ? (c¢) Is he aware that the
amounts recommended have not yet
been paid in full to those for whom
relief was recommended ? (d) Will he
take early action to pay them the
amounts in full ? (e) If so, when ? If

not, why ?
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(The Hon. N. H. A. M. Karunaratne—
Minister of Social Services)
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(a) 320 families suffered damage
to houses in the Dehiowita Electo-
rate due to the floods of June 1967,
(b) Relief has been recommended
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for all the 320 families. (¢) Yes.
Amounts recommended have been
paid in full to 250 families. The
balance 70 families have been paid
the first instalment. (d) No. (e)
The 70 families who were paid first
instalments have not effected satis-
factory repairs to their damaged
houses. As such it is not possible to
pay balance amounts due to them.
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NURSES FOR DERANIYAGALA HOSPITAL
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asked the Minister of Health: (a) Is
he aware that since the nurse who
was attached to the Deraniyagala
Hospital was transferred out, not a
single nurse has been posted to this
hospital yat ? (b) Will he take early
action to appoint nurses to this hos-

pital to ensure that warded patients

are properly looked after ? (c) If so,
when ? If not, why ?
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(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake—Minister
of Health)
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(a) Yes. She was really posted to
Deniyaya, but owing to a clerical
error the letter had stated Deraniya-
gala. (b) Appointment of nurses to
the Deraniyagala Hospital will be
considered when a suitable building
is available to be used as nurses’
quarters. The possibility of renting
out a building for this purpose is
being explored. (¢) Vide (b) above.
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MR. A. ALADIN DE SOYSA_ 6K RETIRED TEACHER,
PELAGASPALATHA VIDYALAYA
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asked the DMlinister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that in reply to a question by the
Member of Parliament for Habara-
duwa it was stated by him on 9.11.68
that an application for recovery from
revenue had been submitted on 7.7.68
to the Treasury for approval for the
purpose of refunding the money with-
held from the last salary of Mr. A.
Aladin de Soysa of Kosgoda who re-
tired from service on 8.10.63, having
served at ow/Pelagaspalatha Vidya-
 laya (vide Hansarp of 9.11.68, column
2353) ? (b) Has the Treasury inform-
ed the Assistant Director of Educa-
tion, Galle, by letter, a copy of which
has been sent to Mr. de Soysa, that
the application referred to in his reply
has not been submitted to the Trea-
sury ? (c) As refund is long overdue,
will he take immediate action to sub-
mit a duplicate of the application to
the Treasury and to effect this pay-
ment ? (d) If not, why ?
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_(‘i[‘he Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Mlnl.SteI‘ of Education and Cultural
Affairs)
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(a) Yes. (b) I am not aware of
such intimation. But the application
submitted to the Treasury has been
returned by the Treasury for perfect-
ing several entries. (c) Yes. (d) Does
not arise,
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RECONSTRUCTION OF GODIGAMUWA WASAMA

284/69
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs :
(a) What steps has the Government
taken to reconstitute the area known
as Godigamuwa Wasama in Aluth-
kuru Korale “A” Division and ap-
point a separate gramasevaka ? (b)
Will he reconstitue this wasama very
early and appoint a gramasevaka ? If
not, why ?
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(a) Action is being taken to recon-
stitute this new gramasevaka divi-
sion. (b) See (e) above.
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APPENDIX

Document tabled by Mr. M. Abdul
Bakeer  Markar  (Member  for
Beruwala)

ALL CEYLON MUSLIM EDUCATIONAL
CONFERENCE

C/o. Zahira College,
P. O. Box 861,
Colombo.

Sept. 12, 1969.

Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle,

Minister of Education & Cultural Affairs,
Ministry of Education,

Colombo 2.

’Phone 95062

Hon’able Sir,

Urgent Problems relating to Muslim
Education

We appreciate very much your kind
presence at the Annual Sessions of this
Conference held in January this year
and your assurance of due consideration
for the representations made by us. We
are glad that in the meantime certain
matters brought to your notice by us, e.g.,
our request to continue Syllabus “B”
of the Tamil Literature Paper at the
G.C.E. O/L. Examination have been
already attended to by you.

We desire to place before you the
following problems which require imme-
diate attention and necessary action at
your hands. Many of these, we may
add, have been brought to your notice
well as to the notice of officials of your
Ministry by us since 1964.

I.—Training of Teachers and Muslim
Training Colleges: We once again
draw your attention to the recom-
mendations made in the Report of
the Committee of Investigation into
the Working of Teacher Training Colleges
(Sessional Paper XI, 1966)—a Committee
appointed by your goodself soon after
you assumed duties as Minister of
Education.

In this connection we would refer you
to the recommendations made in rela-
tion to the Muslim Teachers’ Colleges
at Alutgama and Addalaichenai as well
as to the method of recruitment of
Teacher-Trainees suggested in the Report.
We urge you to implement these recom-
mendations which we feel are in the
interest of Education in this country.

You are no doubt aware that the
intake into Addalaichenai and Alutgama
Training Colleges has been. reduced, to
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a very large extent and particularly in
regard to the latter there is a feeling in
the Community that your Ministry pro-
poses to close it down. Although we
have reason to think otherwise, yet we
would like to point out that there is an
absolute necessity for more Muslim

Trained Teachers (both male and female)
in Schools today.

~ In regard to the Addalaichenai Train-
ing College, we would like to point out
further that when a deputation of Mus-
lim Members of Parliament met you on
our behalf on the 22nd of June, 1966,
you assured that the request for up-
grading the Addalaichenai Training
College into a Training College for train-
ing secondary teachers would be favour-
ably considered. We remind you once
again of the need to take action in this
respect. In regard to Alutgama Training
College, we may urge that steps be taken
to organize a Sinhala stream there in
order to enable the Muslim women to
qualify as Sinhala Trained Teachers—
trainees to be selected on a separate
Examination <onfined to Muslim women
only as in the case of those applying
for admission to Alutgama Muslim Train-
ing College.

We may remind you that the Galle
and Kandy Training Colleges set up by
the Muslims were closed down by the
previous Government. This has un-
doubtedly brought down the number of
Trainees turned out each year and
nothing appears to have been done fto
compensate for this closing. Hence we
suggest that one of the proposed new
Training Colleges be set up exclusively
for training Muslim Sinhala Trained
Teachers (Men) with the least possible
delay.

II.—Pupil Teachers: We are aware
that a number of Muslims have been
appointed as Pupil Teachers during the
last few years. We request that in the
appointment of Pupil Teachers Muslim
applicants with Mathematics be recruited
and such teachers be given preference
when admission to Training Colleges is
considered.

III.—Re-organization of Schools :
We fully appreciate that the steps taken
to re-organize the School-System have
been in the best interest of the country.
We however wish to draw your atten-
tion to certain problems which have to
be taken into consideration in the re-
organization of the schools in relation to
the Muslims : —

(a) Special consideration has to be
given to Muslim Girls as regards their
Secondary Education since the number
of Muslim girls prepared to enter Tech-
nical or Practical Schools after comple-
ting.their elementary education may be
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very small—the vast majority finish their
education at the elementary school level.
Hence it may be necessary in the case of
certain  exclusive Girls Elementary
Echools to provide for “ Ordinary Level ”
Classes as well. For, otherwise distance
may stand as a barrier in the case of
such girls intending to pursue their
education beyond the elementary level.

(b) Except for certain areas in the
Eastern Province, Mannar District and
Puttalam District, Muslims are scattered
In pockets of varying strength in the
rest of the Island. Therefore necessary
provision will have to be made in the
locatmja of institutions for secondary
educatmn so that Muslim Students leav-
ing the elementary schools will have
such institutions for their education close
at hand or within reasonable distance.
In order to meet this situation and need
both Jyeshta and Kanishta Maha Vidya-
layas may have to be placed under the
same administration in certain areas.

Important : It has been brought to the
notice of the Council of this Conference
that there is no clear-cut definition of
what a Maha Vidyalaya is in the present
Re-organization Scheme.

We are no doubt aware of the tremend-
ous efforts made by the officials of your
Ministry to study the educational require-
ments of different parts of the Island
and to provide for schools in keeping
with the needs of the areas.

You will no doubt appreciate that the
people living inr all parts of the island
are equally interested in this matter of
re-organization. Hence it would benefit
everybody if even at this stage your
Ministry could reveal to us its plans
relating to the location of the proposed—

(a) Jyeshta Maha Vidyalayas,
(b) Shreshta Maha Vidyalayas,
(¢) Technical Schools,
(d) other institutions.

This information will be most welcome
| by all those interested in the educational
future of the country.

IV.—Sinhala for Muslim Children :
(a¢) There is a growing demand for
education in the Sinhala Medium by
Muslim Parents in many parts of the
island. Hence we suggest that steps be
taken in at least certain selected Muslim
Maha Vidyalayas to provide Sinhala-
Muslim classes for Muslim Children and
to provide Muslim Sinhala-Teachers to

teach in such classes.

(b) Sinhala as a subject is taught in
practically all Muslim Schools in the
island and quite a large number of
Muslim students take up Sinhala as a
Second Language for their O/L Examina-
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tion. In this connection wWe may point
out that the recent amended Syllabus in
Sinhala Language for the O/L Examina-
tion does not appear to be suitable for

those studying Sinhala as a second
language through Tamil or English
Medium.

We urge once again that steps be taken
to provide a Sinhala Language Paper of
a lower level for those taking it as a
second language at the O/L Examina-
tion. We may point out that the Practi-
cal Sinhala Paper will not be of any
avail to such students since 1t 1s not
recognized for purpose of admission to
the Universities.

(c) We also urge that facilities be
made available for Muslim Tamil Train-
ed Teachers to reach a high standard of
proficiency in Sinhala (at least a Pass
in O/L Examination) within the short-
est possible time. To achieve this we
suggest :

(a) that Sinhala-trained Teachers be
appointed to the Staff of Muslim

Schools,

(b) that an incentive bonus be made
available to the Tamil Trained Teachers
who acquire proficiency in Sinhala, and

(¢) Sinhala be taught as a compulsory
subject in all Tamil Medium Muslim
Training Colleges although it may not
be a compulsory subject for purpose of
the Final Examination for some time.

Accommoda-

V.—School
are made

tion and Repairs:

Buildings,
We

aware that many Muslim Schools
have been neglected for several
years. In the allocation of funds for

furniture and repairs we suggest that the
amount available for each Region be
divided up according to the Schools in
the regions concerned, so that Muslim
Schools in whatever regions they may
be, will get their due share. Similarly
in the case of provision of additional
accommodation as well as new buildings,
we suggest that Muslim Schools in every
part of the Island should receive their
due attention.

VI.—Teaching of Islam and Arabic:
1. We appreciate very much the steps
taken by you during the course of last
year to appoint 92 Moulavi Teachers and
thereby recognize the importance of this
category of teachers for the purpose of
teaching Islam and Arabic for Muslim
Children. We would however request
that (a) Refresher Courses be organized
for Moulavi Teachers so that they would
gain knowledge and experience in gene-
ral studies and in the methods of teach-
ing, (b) Steps be taken to unify the
salary-scales of Moulavi Teachers.
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2. Arabic Inspectors: We thank you
for appointing three additional Inspectors
of Arabic. However we feel that this
number is hardly sufficient for the pur-
pose of supervising over 500 Schools
spread all over the island. Hence we
reiterate our proposal that there should
be at least nime Arabic Inspectors, one
for each Province, with a Chief Inspector
of Arabic operating from the Ministry.

VII.—Educational Administration : (a)
Head Teachers: There are several
Muslims holding acting appointments in
schools. We urge that they be con-
sidered for permanent appointments and
promotions very early.

(b) The salary scales of many Muslim
Head Masters (Grade II) appointed in
1962 have still not been adjusted. We
request you to have this done without
any further delay.

(¢) Chief Education Officers: In the
present set-up of education, it appears
to be very necessary that there should
be Muslim Officers at every level so
that cultural and religious requirements
of the Muslims in the field of education
both in the matter of planning as well
as practice may not be overlooked in
the implementation of Government’s pro-
posals. We are of the view that at least
4 Muslim Chief Education Officers be
appointed when new Officers are recruited
at this level.

(d) We urge that immediate steps be
taken to fill the numerous posts of Head
Teachers Grade I and 1II, Principals
Grade I, II and III vacant in Muslim
Schools as well as vacancies for Assis-
tant Teachers in such Schools with
effect latest from 1st of January 1970.

VIII.—Pension Contribution from Tea-
chers: It is distressing to note that
Teachers in Government Schools have
still to contribute to Pension unlike other
sections of the Public Service. We urge
that all teachers who were appointed
before 1934 or after should be made pen-
sionable without having to contribute
towards their Pension.

IX—Text Books: In the provision of
text books particularly for Tamil Langu-
age and Literature, we urge that there
should be adequate lessons with Islamic
background in such Text Pooks and for
this purpose we are keen that Muslim
Teachers should be appointed to Panels
which prepare Text Books for Tamil
Language amnd Literature for use in
schools.

X —Muslim Graduate Teachers: We
desire that all vacancies for Graduate
Teachers in Muslim Schools should be
filled by unemployed Muslim Graduates.
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XI.—Swecial Leave for Hajj Pilgri-
mage : As the performance of the Hajj
pilgrimage is one of the most important
tenets of Islam, we suggest that facilities
be made available for teachers in ser-
vice to perform the Hajj at least once in
their lifetime. As regards leave, it
should be made possible for such teach-
ers to use their accumulated casual leave
for the purpose.

XII.—Junior University Colleges: We
appreciate the steps taken by you to
establish Junior University Colleges
including one in the Tamil Medium at
Palali. It will be desirable from the
point of view of the Muslim Community
if steps are taken to establish a Junior
University College exclusively for Mus-
lims and locate this institution in the
Eastern Province or in any other con-
venient place.

XIII.—English as Medium of Instruc-
tion : English Medium Classes in Schools
are starved of English Trained Teachers,
English Text Books, Publications of the
Ministry as well as Course Guides. It
is appreciated that Government policy is
to do everything possible to advance the
standard of education through Sinhala
and Tamil media. While on one hand
Muslims have been given the option to
receive instruction in any one of the
three languages (including English), on
the other hand no facilities for the train-
ing of teachers to teach in the English
Medium, nor publications, nor text books
or Syllabuses or Schemes of work for
Englisn-medium classes are provided.
It is necessary that Government should
be quite clear in its policy in regard to
this matter. If the intention is to do
away with English medium in Schools,
then Government should declare so cate-
gorically and take legislative steps as
well.

X1V.—Colombo Schools : Colombo has
a large concentration of Muslim popu-
lation but the facilities available in the
schools are thoroughly inadequate. We
suggest that—

(1) There should be at least 3 Muslim
Maha Vidyalayas for Boys and 2 for Girls
with fully equipped Science Laboratories.

We may remind you that at our
Annual Sessions on the 31st of Janumy,
1969 you assured us that in the current
year 1968-1969 you would provide one
such Science Laboratory and another in
the financial year 1969-1970.

(2) All Muslim Maha Vidyalayas in
Colombo should have the three language-
media of instruction,

(3) More stress should be laid on
Commerce Education in all Muslim Maha
Vidyalayas,


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3995
EERB 0w

(4) Teachers for Agriculture should
be appointed to these Maha Vidyalayas.
There are no such teachers in these
Maha Vidyalayas except at Al-Hidaya
Maha Vidyalaya.

We trust that the matters outlined
above would receive your earnest consi-
deration and hope that you would be
pleased to take early action to grant our
request. In case further clarification on
any of these matters is necessary, wWe
would be pleased to call on you, if
invited to do so.

We would also like to bring to your
notice that as resolved at our last Annual
General Meeting the Executive Council
has set up a Commission of Investigation
into Muslim Education in Ceylon with a
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view to making a comprehensive study
of the educational facilities available to
Muslims in different parts of the Island
and to report on all aspects of the prob-
lems and make their recommendations
which in due course we would be for-
warding to your good self. In the mean-
time we request you to be good enough
to make it possible for this Commission
to obtain whatever information is neces-
sary for their study from your Ministry
and the Regional Departments of
Education under you.

Thanking you,

Yours Sincerely,
S. L. M. SHAFIE MARIKAR,
Chairman, Executive Council.
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