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The House met at 10 A.m. MR. SPEAKER
[TEe Hon. S. C. SHirLey Corea] in the
Chair.

SEDIEO 0 BEYO;
ey aEnsE auriieLpe oflenr_ser
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

DO BNGDD
(& LIT BTUIEE 9eui &6 )

(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 3.

8. & QR Qw. (BnIe o
mnd GORBey w=EEe@s»m oF»®)

(8lm. 7. &. Quyrer—diaiFre, o eoray
YLD EF MG LITTT@HLeT p& SrilusA@)

(Mr. P. C. Imbulana—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
and Food)

I ask for three weeks’
answer this Question.

time to

S 9 IHDE ISy RE0 Bewlo
DS &

dleyenas wHOmm HarsmEEs swirilsead
L Zemul Ll g,

Question ordered to stand down.

D BN
(FLrprusi e sor )
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 4.
2—od 6704—810 (59/9)
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ORCGI Q.

(&m. @ibrjevrer)

(Mr. Imbulana)

Here too I ask for three weeks’ time
to answer this Question.

gdme Omn »wd gifow BRIV Bewa
Dé®» G

A@omar wLHGW®m DeisasEsE Fwrillés &
Sl o g,

Question ordered to stand down.

»HsY HPSHe 8. e, @ wIBe 839

eMmATNSE G
pararLmer - Cpr. &.. &.; &L LID
NANNAPURAWA M.P. C.S.: BUILDING

5. 8. 0. RELoiw AT S
(38ed)

('@@ QY. GTLD. S LD ST F LIGRT L_IT—
1919 )

(Mr. R. M. Dharmadasa Banda—Bibile)

B8E® oow  gEnd GOBReHY
@y 8B (¢) BSeudm msImgd
D 58] eefdr wsend BB B8BTSy
OB 0B ewAIMNEEE B 0O D@
BB 8 B¢ DO ®»AwR BHEBO
g2wé o ® 90 weBw 8Bx 1966
DBsed& cenbeG wdeEnd B
en®@ubfcosy oG EeW mg D
D& ey e ? (@) c®® g OO
cOemy BHE® BEuow G en®
2:8ed ©88Bwd we Bede? (g) deed
®, & Dee? exded S, &F

rx¥e? (&) e@@ oQEE@® s
nEBO ey emnc? (§) 93
9CE® @ HEPO IP® DHOED

wmés¥esye? (co) Ded O, &
B ? exndedd O T Oxye?

sHleuFTus, 2 ora) Y IDFFeOT s G- @) :
(o) porerymea waGpra@s awm BHpeys
Frish . @QUGuraps @nsRearm smenf)
euwiyth S L L G suth Gl ) misGlsTen e s m
pLangsos oTBILSHEH  yeuns)
1965  Guorem mpae -.'Srr:l..f;@‘mﬁ)f 99
3:5»):5‘5‘,@ o g&ak) Dgﬁmrumm@és@ 61 GooT 63T 11
9% 5 Gseriien s @i _gf'ﬂﬂ@ffrmr? {,:26) @) &
FEGGHST Q) S Qm:ea’ar@@&n'@é@ @
QYT UWITST T GT ST 6 L1

@il

’3&5mﬂ


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1399
8w 884
[ Q8w aekad D]
a1l masSaprr 2 (Q)) oyGlnatle, oLl

Qurar? QodQuefle, aer? () Qps
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Coar? (o) @pp Caer@Cardr Bevp

Cauppm i LUy EDS Qui® i i ?
(oor) Qioeile, et Quir g 2 @avdQuafle,

Grear ?

asked the Minister of Agriculture and
Food: (a) Is he aware that the
Nannapurawa Multi-purpose Co-ope-
rative Society Limited appealed to
the Assistant Commissioner of
Co-operative Development, Monera-
gala in 1965, for permission to take
action to acquire the land and the
building in which the society Iis
functioning ? (b) Has the Assistant
Commissioner sent any reply to this
request of the society so far? (c)
If so, when ? If not, why ? (d) Why
has this request been ignored ? (e)
Will he take action to grant this
request ? (f) If so, when ? If not,
why ?

DR S,
(Ba5 @rbvjorer)
(Mr. Imbulana)

(a) No such request has been re-
ceived by the Assistant Commissioner
of Co-operative Development, Mona-
ragala. (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f) Do
not arise : vide (a) above.

MESIRD G&h oC ek
&srani B 6y o lileri

KARAITIVU SALTERN

1. ded. 8. AT NSBNGD D
238 )

(Zls. eren. e, LTI TTBISS—SLDLIg)

(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake—Gampaha)
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i G5 9SG @ oyrariss a0
YNNG, S
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STUSTIONE [l S ZUTTT ?

wre 5L gsRaer oybss Srrn wEsefl b

NS UIGTLILITTT 2

asked the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries: (a) Is he aware that a
large saltern in the village of
Karaitivu in the Puttalam District is
lying unworked for over ten years;
and that the villagers who depended
on it for their livelihood are under-
going hardship as a result ? (b) Will
he acquire this saltern and run it as a
State Corporation with labour from
that village ; or will he acquire it and
hand it over to the villagers to run
it as a Co-operative 7

8. cuCOsT LwBow Tw. (DESzTD
m BDE @ 0Be 8ol edD)

(B .
Qarife, s pOmife syewseflar LITTEs

Qagppar  SuUAEen—oss

e pE Srfwsne)

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

(a) Yes. This is a private saltern
which has not been worked since
1959, due mainly to the shortage of
labour and lack of interest among the
waikkal owners. (b) Investigations
have already been started with a
view to ascertaining the cost involved
in rehabilitating the saltern. If capital
costs are not excessive it will be run
on lines similar to any other private

SAHEERsn.
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LANDS FOR PEASANTS IN CHANKANAI
T.C. AREA

2. 9. B HMINGD V.

(Q@ GTOW. 0. LIGHTL_TT [BTUIES)

(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake)

9RO, 8&8w ©mx B AC FEH
casy gy Bl®»B: (¢) Der®
850 DS 8D Fuwl Yerew G
Den EXNWED G G PV SBwd
BD&ewsy giend Dend wewn gPesy
8wy gmb e eem eCe QEC
s 1968 @& 5 ¢m®s DI NeHmR
50 DS wend 883 IV C¢ EBwed
DD @B Bede? (q) deed »E
6®® withdemn QCF BE I QOB
e ? (@) ex» et »H® & dxfc?

A esraflan &
ore Gl e : (o) Fmsrér uliger

Foouts LRl ayerer wuliFE  QEFwienswm
&) 2 D

srenfl, Brliurser, O IDE &

AGEIGTT srenflatr oyrarmath  Qur pi
Cupm eewans willid Qelimssblaer
afu dasru wésens@s Gsrbls@buy-
Cat' uignn 1968 G & b Czlulde i’
L FIOTRT G(h Sl FLb UL GTEFDUS STl
Wt S BB  9ahS S Gonit_ & & Hir?
(o) 2Quafle, @is purucrer Csrfs
(8)

s oai  popCeupmenrTr ?

@ai‘-%)@fusaﬂéog Grar ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Has he received a
letter from the Chankanai Town
Council Office dated May 5th 1968,
requesting that certain uncultivated
lands within their area be acquired
by the Government and be given to
the poor peasants for food culti-
vation ? (b) If so, will he comply
with this reasonable reque
If not, why not ?
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od oF. ;. LB (Sas q:l@zﬁ
@ FAIBNSe W Gl D ™
Sedw Dowun B8EMe OB ©IE
W oFm»E—0ad, ;e wd»

8¢C AE ©OB e2MTO)
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(Qaorray Ceg.

urgsasriyy, Geveleleusrs

LIT T IT @RLOGT D& srfushRub—arenf], Sl

virgar, tAerclons oyenwdgi Frirs)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minis-

ter of State and Parliamentary Secretary

to the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence & External Affa.rs—on behalf of

the Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power)
(¢) No. (b) Does not arise. (c)

Does not arise.

Do Sedwm o®ed WDEL. I
gotd gfum® Sumn
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MR. W. A. JUSE APPUHAMY, BADUWATTA
MILLS, KATANA

6. ©8. 8. ¢ ctulum 852 .
(82 emn® — CEOs Swend
Pw0—EJCESwH—eDmI0)

(8- arib. . 19 Qemirovr & pPleui ser—
1A apraunr miGaE T L — B @Fpiosr eQuisGEmg —
Seyan 9w Friurs)

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. Laksh-
man Jayakody—Divulapitiya)
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wrs ? () e-LeTguTs O BT QU LI
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Quiesfley, ereor ?

asked the Minister of Labour and
Employment : (@) What is the delay
in paying the EP.F. benefits claimed
some months ago by Mr. W. A. Juse

Appuhamy (240/8/8 o et ../
2o /afed. @fd. 4363), Labourer,

Baduwatta Mill in Katana ? (b) Will
he take steps to pay this money with-
out delay ? If not, why ?

D, ¢ . Sosliorn Ve (D&,

A RSz ow Bows @dRew EC
@35 e W)
(8. erow. g eren.  epuIGEIen—

Q& flev, Q@ ifle a5, oL oLy oyDLLF
FiGT LIT T (@BLDGT DI srife sha)

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasinghe—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Labour,
Employment and Housing)

(¢) The delay in making payment
was due to the fact that the required
particulars were not correctly fur-
nished in the application. (b) Yes.

oldum® ACeDe wi¥yp) wniSemY
ween 8B SICH wenduf
e s @ pesalmernis@ss @ Fhuer Bt GriE FeL

WAGES BOARD FOR POWERLOOM
WORKERS

7. ¢ omBwn KOVEAD Ow.
cznd Bw. 6THRO)

(B g Geriiewr @ Ploui sar—F(mH. i
Qamiy

(Mr., de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Jayakody)
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asked the Minister of Labour and

Employment® (a) Will he take
immediate steps to constitute a
Wages Board for Power Loom

Workers ? (b) If not, why ?

. ¢ 0d. Loy S

(S eron. 1§ GTGN. %M@Eﬁ“@a))
(Mz. S. de S. Jayasingha)
I am tabling the Answer.

wmelne O Dam ce 8898 e

<

SIS B amayds Ll Ghlenl— GLRLOT DI

The answer tabled is as follows :

(q) eS8BE BELgm mE&sT oo Bac ©d
HEH s B82S gim. €29 BEHSEEm BEn
0 ®EDEAD o i DESET et dm
DD grove «ldew LIV LHEeH ©RN
carn Acecdo of 838 HEOBDIC e Dy
el acede oedznd o dnur
$Oéenw 8. () oD (g¢) em® =1 emDéE.

GBSy

(¢) A wages board for the Textile
Manufacturing Trade has been set up.
This covers power-loom workers other
than those in power-loom projects carried
on under the aegis of the Department of
Rural Development and Cottage Indus-
tries. (b) Does not arise, in view of (a)
above.

MOmEHD SemEw: on. 8. B
DEHn Qammd code @ V¢C
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el ey @il LexTih

KETAYAPATANA VIDYALAYA : MONEYS DUE
TO MR. K. M. HEEN BANDA

8. ¢ cmBen BSREI® @w. (3. I
8. eefé Bwm—Icser’—e25320)
(8w 19 Qamiiawr R Pevii gar—m - 1. 19-
orib. Camr —aiider  FIiuns)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)

gBBE &N Wl DD  WOEW
F@Bcwsy @y gldme: (@) B/
MOBGHBEDD DemCHn Gy BemdsIO

By s8® cIxnedsy emydd
D0eFemm e, @O Sdedan

Smond G 67410 =f 00 ex»
e @5 DD OP& cBTHE? (P)
® gues B wmsBe® cwnsIpNDd
DO O WE® CFed 1968 £l
Sred D P& ey e ? (@) O
QcC Den® CHESD D@ Hwr WEB
»®, & @x¥e?


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1405
28 B

el euasm T qglrsmma'fgsmre?r

iﬁbi)ﬁ{ﬂ?
Car dfle: (9, @/G?afg}‘mmrruﬁl;ﬁsar ol &

LD 6T 6H1 B (6 % () Lignflon

SV &F T T

Bwreows  orewra
BB L DEST S, LbEFTL DL, Qo t G
Qurss ereraunll_gomss Caips B Cs.
GTib. QU GTLIGTL Teyd (@ eHUT 674.10 & HLb
@erapd Qar Qs _ofledy eTeTLI S el
yBarrr? (o) Cup@AldcamsE@
el G g (hp 5 Liewflon auLpBI@HD QST b
smp&F 1968 sawauf] Lor Bib @Qr gz Qi
wiil L Qgerues e yPlarsr? (§)
DL ILIGT & & Gl m &
Qar@Es oo ar pur® Qeieursr? @
Quisflev, eredr ?

;“:'_L..GDTL?..H_HTdE

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that Mr. K. M. Heen Banda of Weta-
gepota in Maturata has not been paid
yet a sum of Rs. 674.10 due to him as
payment for buns supplied to the
students of =/Ketayapatana Vidya-
laya ? (b) Is he aware that his con-
tract for supplying buns was
cancelled in January 1968 ? (c) Will
he take action to pay him this money
without delay ? If not, why ?

Swpda Sw.

(85 gu@hiu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) Payment of a sum of Rs. 518.70,
and not Rs. 674.10, is due to the baker.
(b) Yes. (c) Action is being taken
to pay this amount to this baker.
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IMPORT OF WHISKY MALT CONCENTRATE

9. oG € 9RVEAD B (Bmgl—
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(D m. Qovawell (e Gl B6dT—LIT & [5 5169 D
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura
on l:iehalf of Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyan-
tota
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Is it proposed to
import whisky malt concentrate for
the manufacture of Whisky locally ?
(b) If so, why were no tenders
called for to purchase such concen-
trates ? (¢) Is he aware that the
Ceylon Embassy in London were only
asked to supply names of companies
that were suitable for the purchase of
such concentrates? (d) Will he
state the 5 names submitted by the
Ceylon Embassy for this purpose ?
(e) Is he aware that action is being
taken to sign an agreement with a
firm or person called Gregsons for
5 years to purchase concentrates at
86 shillings a gallon when the ruling
price in England and Scotland is 45
shillings a gallon ? (f) Will he take
immediate action to stop the signing
of any such agreement and call for
tenders ?

ad e, @8, SeEA® (98, :™s
&8s m SeEAC wCB cTm»O)

(Qsorrar Cgg. i, euweur sar—smrent],
Siiiurger, ilerdlons oyaindsi FriLrs)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—on
behalf of the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power)

(a) Yes. (b) This is not an article
which can be purchased on tenders
because it is not the price but quality
and source which matter. (e¢) The
whisky project was started by the
River Valleys Development Board
which had already obtained Excise
approval for one variety before the
industry was handed over to the
Sugar Corporation. To enlarge the
field of selection the addresses of five
suppliers obtained from the U. K.
Commission in Ceylon were referred
to the Ceylon Embassy in London.
(d) Messrs F. E. R. Dixon & Sons ;
Messrs J. W. Nicholson & Co. Ltd.,
Messrs Duncan Metheson & Co_;
Messrs J. S. Druce & Co.; Messrs

Whyte & Mackay Ltd., (e) No. (1)
Does not arige,
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SRI LANKA SUGAR CORPORATION
TRACTOR PURCHASES

10. e’ € 9HIEAD V. (@28cs
5y, 98, el ¢2HRO)

(8. Qvenal] @enroul sar—aer 5 ere.
ertd. QuUlrorr Friurs)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—on behalf
of Dr. N. M. Perera)
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(iv) 2 08 enphdev Qu@urpdser (v) 10
Cabirefar @apQurpfaser p@uw QLicroer
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Is he aware that
the Sri Lanka Sugar Corporation has
called for tenders for the supply of
high-clearance tractors ? (b) Is he
aware that the tenders are wvague
without any specifications and with-
out any mention of make or type ?
(¢) What is the necessity for
purchasing new tractors when the
Sugar Corporation already has the
following high-clearance tractors :—
(i) John Deere 21 tractors, (ii)
Massey Ferguson 39 tractors, (iii)
Ford “ 4000 ” 25 tractors, (iv) Massey
Harris 2 tractors, (v) Chamberlain
10 tractors ? (d) In view of the fact
that these tractors are now available
and most of them serviceable with or
without minor repairs, will he take
steps to cancel the purchase of
further new tractors ? (e) Was the
Engineer in charge consulted before
tenders were called ? (f) If not, why
not ?

aé, of @d. SuiAm» (928, 28
&8 20 SeCAC OB eDmEQ)
Cog. gy
BiliurFer, Rarsllans oyenivsFi Frirs)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—on be-

half of the Minister of ILand, Irrigation
and Power)

(a) Yes. (b) No sufficient specifica-
tions are mentioned in the notice *o
enable manufacturers to tender. If
any particular make is mentioned
only one manufacturer will be able
to tender. (c¢) There are only 10
Chamberlain

(Qserra MUIQUIT FT—BT e,
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landers and 12 John Deere high-
clearance tractors at Hingurana. Of
these 12 John Deere tractors only 5
are in working order and the balance
7 are undergoing major repairs. The
other tractors mentioned in the ques-
tion are not high-clearance tractors.
About 20 high-clearance tractors are
required for the inter-cultivation
operations at present. (d) No, in
view of (c¢) above. (e) Yes. (f)
Does not arise.
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MR. B. A. DHARMASENA, DIVULAPITIYA
MAHA VIDYALAYA

1. ¢ cenB@en BS2EA® Bw. (B

cNs Ow. cDHDDO)
Qamig. FTTLITS)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena on behalf
of Mr. Jayakody)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) What has been
the salary scale of Mr. B. A. Dharma-
aj2Graduate Teacher, Divulapitiya

aavanaham.drg
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[¢ eeaBen B8DER®D Bwn.]

Maha Vidyalaya, from 16th Sept-
ember, 1966 to date? (b) Will he
state the reasons for not paying him
the graduates’ scale of salary ? If not,
why ?2 (c¢) Will he take immediate
action to pay him arrears of salary ?
If not, why ?

MO Lwle Qwr. (gmE® o
BB DOwD @B @i
@y eEw®)

(8. @rioed] spuI@—soel], FaTETT
cHauE T T ,gm{é‘mmé&'rﬂsﬁr urr_rrfr@f,maﬁ:rrm's srfw

&8 )

(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion and Cultural Affairs)

(a) Mr. B. A. Dharmasena, Assis-
tant Teacher, Divulapitiya Maha Vid-
yalaya, has been paid to date on the
salary scale applicable to Sinhala
trained teachers from 16.9.1966. His
salary has now been adjusted on the
scale of salary applicable to graduate
teachers with effect from that date.
(b) Does not arise. (c¢) Action is
being taken to pay him arrears of
salary.

Dby s eDIYDSD
1969 -70
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MO WenedRBE MHRELOW “Ew BC® CI—
[goBe @ @38 4.]
DS NGDDE QCrwsNE e Tes—

@peiley  Grogyib

4, Q&L@thii—

ayrmwts  Qumng.—[Bsis6):
[eurprwsr gaiser slaaw @& sTiacr.]

Considered further in
[Progress : 4th September]

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

Committee.—
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HEeAD 70.—MINISTER oF HOME AFFAIRS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs.-483)015
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(The Chairmarn)

I want to inform hon. Members that
we are three or four hours behind
time. Six hours have been allotted
for this Ministry. Out of these six
hours, one hour has been given to
the Minister for his reply. There are
38 names submitted to me for this dis-
cussion. It is impossible for me to
allow all of them to speak, I might
have to refrain from calling upon
some hon. Members even though the
Whip has given me their names. We
will not exceed six hours in respect
of this Ministry.

2. 98. DS S, (SBees)

(B ers. erb. peart ar—iAaCL )

(Mr. H. M. Nawaratna—Mainipe)
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(Mr. Somaratne Senerath—Amparai)

With your permission I would
like to make a personal explanation
of a certain matter.

g eSS
(&S rreeri)
(The Chairman)

You ought to have given prior
notice of this.
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(Sm. QFerrs)

(Mr. Senarath)
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was often so drunk that he could hardly
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I did not refer to any person of the
present Board or of the previous
Board of the R.V.D.B. I did refer tc
a character in the Sugar Corporation,
but not to anybody in the R.V.D.B.
past or present. That may be
corrected.

&, oo, 10.30
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(Mr. S. B. Yalegama—Rattota)
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Batticaloa)

Mr. Chairman, I must thank you
for giving me this opportunity of
speaking on the Votes of the Minis-
try of Home Affairs.

(@I%:]

I would be failing in my duty if
I do not say a word of praise about
the Hon. Minister himself. A senior
politician of this august Assembly,
he s one of the Ministers who under-



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1447
Ss8dm wmud emP®um, 1969-70
[cSie B ccRen Dw.]

stands the needs of the people and
the difficulties of Members of Parlia-
ment. Listening to the speeches made
by the hon. Members of the Opposi-
tion we are able to say that he is one
of the Ministers who does not
diseriminate against hon. Members
who hold political views different
from his own but listens to the diffi-
culties of all hon. Members alike and
accommoiates their requests as far
as possible.

Regarding handloom centres, over
a thousand have been set up and
satisfactory progress is being made.

One word about the powerlooms. I
must thank the Hon. Minister for
having allocated a powerloom for my
electorate, to be sited at Kattankudi,
but I must say that the work has
been jeopardized by the administra-
tive officers at the kachcheri level.

When I first made inquiries in
regard to this matter I was told that
there was no Crown land available
at Kattankudi for the siting of the
powerloom. After three months I
raised the matter at a meeting of the
D.C.C. and then it was said that that
there was Crown land available. I
pointed out that there was Crown
land available and that if Crown land
was not available I should have been
informed and then I may have dona-
ted land for this purpose. Up to now
the site has not been selected.

We as Members of Parliament try
to satisfy the needs of the peovle but
what happens is that works are not
carried out by the administration
especially at the kachcheri level. Why
are these peovle at the kachcheri
’ trying to jeopardize this matter?

I must thank the Hon. Minister for
having given us a circuit D.R.O’s
office at Kattankudi. Kattankudi is
one of the most thickly populated
Muslim villaces in the Island. This
was a lonog-felt need—such an office
at Kattankudi. It serves the needs of
the peovple not only of Kattankudi but
the adjoining wvillages, such as

Bewldm @835 edaGw
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Araipattai and Thalankuda, as well.
That is, it serves 60,000 to 70,000
people.

When the question of increasing
the number of the D.R.O’s divisions
was discussed, with great difficulty
I managed to get a separate D.R.O’s
division demarcated from Kalladi to
Keerankudi. This proposal was
accepted at the D.C.C. but to my
utter astonishment the papers were
not sent up to the Ministry.

I ask, why was this proposal not
sent up to the Ministry? Am I to
take it that we are being discrimi-
nated against? Is this proposal being
jeopardized because it came from a
Muslim Member of Parliament? T am
anxious to know.

In fact I brought this to the notice
of the Hon. Minister and he address-
ed a letter to the Government Agent
of Batticaloa. Up to now I do not
know what the position is. Had the
proposal been sent to the Ministry,
I am sure this D.R.O’s division
would have been included in the new
divisions that were created.

I understand that onlv six divisions
are to be created. This particular
D. R. O’s division about which I am
talking has not been created, not due
to any fault of mine but due to the
inaction of whatever it may be of the
kachcheri administration and of the
Government Agent, As a result of
this proposal not being sent up to the
Ministry the needs of the peovle of
that area are suffering due to the in-
activity of a few officers. I earnestly
anneal to you and to the Hon. Prime
Minister to look into this matter and
trv and make this “lucky seven”
D R.O. division. We want a separate
D.R.O’s division set un. There is a
D.R.O’s office at Kattankudi. It is
necessary because the population is
large.

In regard to the needlework cen-
tres of the rural develobpment
societies, there is no initiative taken
by the rural development officers in
the Batticaloa area, especially in my
electorate. It is their duty to see that
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the needlework centres function
properly and cater to the needs of
the people.

There is inordinate delay in the
issue of gun licences by the kach-
cheri. Over 60 per cent of my consti-
tuents are farmers, cultivating either
in colonization schemes or in areas
adjoining thick jungles. I endorse the
views expressed by the hon. Member
for Mihintale (Mr. P. M. K. Tenne-
koon) who said that the police
officers try to report on the assets of
the applicants for gun licences. That
is all wrong. The duty of a police
officer is, when the papers are re-
ferred to him, to report whether the
applicant has been convicted in a
court of law, whether he is involved
in any crime, whether he is a thug,
etc. Instead they report on the assets
of applicants, and in the process
solicit bribes. Revorting on assets is
the duty of the D.R.O. or the grama-
sevaka. You should look into this
matter and see that the gun licences
are issued to genuine applicants.

I have suggested that we should
have a Muslim registrar for the Batti-
caloa municipal area. Now we have
a registrar who comes from Kattan-
kudi and performs the functions. In
fact we have agreed upon this at
the D.C.C. level, but I am afraid the
papers have not been forwarded to
the Ministry. I do not want to com-
plain about these matters here, but
the people blame the members of
Parliament when work is slack ’at
the kachcheri level. It is only when
the administrative machinery func-
tions proverly that the effects of
government policy are felt tangibly

by the peovle. If the officers do not
take any interest whatsoever to see
that the policies of the Government
are put into effect what is the use
of our being M.Ps? We cannot get
anything done at the kachcheri.

In fact I am told that certain
Muslims when they visit the kach-
cheri are called kaakaas and they
are discriminated against. I have
brought @ this matterpigitita by nthe
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notice of the Government Agent, but
to date nothing has been done. Did
he send out a circular to the clerical
staff and try to find out why this is
happening at the kachcheri?

I would urge you to look into
these matters that I have brought to
your notice, especially abcut the
creation of a special D.R.O’s division.
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Sir, I thank you very much for
giving me this opportunity to speak
a few words on the Votes of the
Ministry of Home Affairs. In fact, 1
waited. for nearly nine hours yester-
day to get an opportunity to speak a
few words on the Votes of the
Ministry of Land, Irrigation and

RigiizaESdman Rowery. but unfortunately I could
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not do so for lack of time. In fact,
about 80 per cent of my area is
agricultural.—[Interruption]. Any-
how, I thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak on the Votes of
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Sir, I come from a backward and
far-flung area in the backwoods of
Ceylon. It is for me to make it
known that this is a backward area
so that schemes may be undertaken
for its improvement and pro-ress. I
should say that the Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs has always been very
good to me and acceded to whatever
request I made to him if it was
reasonable.

I should like to bring to the notice

‘ of the Hon. Minister of Home Affairs

certain matters pertaining to my
electorate. For the last ten years I
have been making the request that a
central secretariat be put up in my
electorate. The present kachcheri is
housed in a Dutch building which is
about 200 years old. No amount
of repairs can help to make this
building satisfactory. It is in such
dilapidated condition that plastering
or colour washing is useless. No
sooner is it done than the plaster
falls off and the colour washing peels
off. In the circumstances, officers do
not like to work there as they fall
ill because of the dust from the
plaster and colour washing. As a
result of this some officers have
developed tuberculosis. I have time
and again appealed to the Hon.
Minister to put up a new building as
early as possible. A new building is
very necessary. There are several
departments—for instance, the
Department of Co-operative Develop-
ment, the Department of the
Commissioner of Agrarian Services,
the Department of Local Govern-
ment, and so on—which are paying
heavy rents to house their depart-
ments. I think these departments pay
nearly Rs. 2,000 a month by wav of
rent, which works out to Rs. 24.000
a year. I would appeal to the Hon.
Minister to put up a new central
secretariat as soon as possibled I yaee
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the Hon. Minister to give his parti-
cular attention to this matter during
the course of this financial year
itself.

The second matter I wish to raise
is about the District Registrar’s
office. In fact his office is housed in
a small building attached to the
kachcheri where records and “deeds
and things like that are filed. All the
civil marriages are also performed
in this office. This office is so small
that there is hardly any room to
provide seats for the peovle who
come to register their marriages.
There is only room to accommodate
the four clerks. They sit in a corner
and do the registrations. But the
people who frequent the place are
put to great inconvenience because
there is no room for them to stay.
They have to stand in the hot sun.
There is not even a tree to give them
a little shade. In the circumstances
I would request you to see that the
Registrar’s office is extended so that
there will be sufficient room for
keeping the duplicated deeds and

other documents as well as to
provide a waiting room for people
who come there to register
marriages.

Thirdly, I wish to bring to your
notice that the three D.R.O’s divisions
in the Mannar District have not
undergone any change although the
population has multiplied threefold.
These divisions existed even before I
was born in 1903. The three divisions
are Mannar, Musali and Manthai.
These divisions have existed for a
hundred years without any change.

As such their work is in arrears.
Except in the case of the Mannar
division, police functions have to be
performed by the D.R.O. of the other
two divisions. In fact the D.R.Os
have to travel long distances.
The D.R.O. in charge of the Musali
division has to travel ninety miles
to Vavunikulam. In such circum-
stances the work is bound to suffer.
Therefore I would request that
another D.R.O. be appointed to the
Vavunikulam area. It is impossible
forn‘gne man to cover the whole
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area under his division. Only the
Mannar D. R. O’s division is exempt-
ed from police duties. The work is
bound to go into arrears unless ano-
ther D. R. O’s division is created.

Another request I should like to
make is that the number of grama-
sevaka divisions be increased. In fact,
we had a committee which recom-
mended that the number of divisions
be increased by five, but unfortunate-
ly we have not heard anything so far
with regard to our suggestion. I hope
something will be done to increase
the number of gramasevaka divisions
as that is very desirable. It is only
then that it will be possible to expect
good work to be done in the Mannar
District. Under the present set-up
nothing can be done. The work gets
into arrears, as a result of which the
people suffer.

The next matter I wish to speak on
is something which I have had occa-
sion to repeat for the last ten years,
and that is about the tree tax system
being introduced in Mannar. Mannar
is a part of the Northern Province,
While the whole of the Northern
Province gets the advantage of the
tree tax system, Mannar is excluded
from it. I cannot understand why a
part of the same province cannot en-
joy the same advantage. In fact I
have continuously brought this to
the notice of the Hon. Minister and
I have been told that you are going
to abolish the tree tax system in
Jaffna and that there is no purpose
in introducing the tree tax svstem in
Mannar. But I find that, although I
have been told so for the last seven
or eight years, the tree tax svstem is
continuing in the Jaffna Peninsula.
8. &, 11.456

I must bring to your notice that
there is a class of people who are tree
tavvers, and that as a caste they are
dying ont because they have no work
to do. If the tree tax system is intro-
duced in the Mannar District. this
community will not suffer but will be
able to erow wealthier. In the Jaffna
area, for instance. the neonle who tan
the palmyrah tree for toddy, have
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increased their wealth. They have
been able to build modern houses
and to educate their children, and
they are living very happily. As
things are, these people do not tap for
toddy. Tavern renters employ people
from outside, mostly Indians, for they
like to get the work done cheap,
without paying the local people
more. As a result these local people
as a caste are dying out, and probab-
ly in a few years’ time they will be
no more. In the circumstances, 1t 1s
your duty to introduce the tree fax
system for the Mannar area so that
these people can prosper and become
wealthy enough to lead a good life
in their own country.

Fourthly, I want to refer to gun
licences. In fact, for the last one to
one and half years no gun licences
have been issued in my area. In the
Mannar District everyone who gets
out of his house carries his life in
his hand because this is a jungle area.
The whole district is a jungle area
and nearly 75 per cent of the popu-
lation are -cultivators. When they
apply for a gun licence the applica-
tion is recommended by the D. R. O.
and the grama sevaka; but when it
comes to the police they do not re-
commend the application; nor do
they give any reason for refusing to
recommend the application. We can-
not even know from the volice the
reasons for not recommending the
apolication. After all. the police has
only to speak about the character of
the avolicant. whether he has a bad
character, or has had a vrevious con-
viction or something like that.

In fact every man in my district
needs a gun because as a cultivator
he has to get out of his home and
walk several miles throush inngle
land and, as I said. carry his life in
his hand. because he can be attacked
bv elevhants, leonards. cheetahs,
bears and so on. As such the enlti-
vators have to be nrovided with a
gun. The Hon. Minister must issue

instructions to the G. A. of the area
to see that gun licences are issued
liberally whenever required. T would
request vou to see that something is
done in this respect.
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Fifthly, I must say that there is
only one arrack tavern for the whole
of the Mannar District which covers
an area of almost 985 square miles.
As a result the kasippu menace is
spreading fast and this kasippu
poison is killing the people. Why
should we not give the people who
want to drink a wholesome drink?
After a day’s hard work a cultivator
would like to have a wholesome
drink to revive himself. Why stop
him from taking his drink ? There is
only one tavern for the whole dis-
trict, and that too in the Mannar
1 town. I would request the Hon.
Minister to open two more taverns
in the other two D. R. O. Divisions.
There is one tavern at the Mannar
| D. R. Os division and I would
request you to open two more
taverns, one each at the Musali
D. R. O’s Division and at the Man-
thai D. R. O’s Division. This will do
good to the people because they are
now killing themselves by drinking
poison.

The hon. Member for Dambulla
(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon) spoke very
eloquently about prohibition. No
doubt it is good but if a man must
have a drink let him have a whole-
some drink. The world ig fast ad-
vancing. We have now come to the
Space Age and Man has gone to the
Moon and come back. To speak of
prohibition at this time is, I would
not call it nonsense, all useless talk.

If a man must have a drink
let . him have a wholesore
drink at a fair price. I hope the

Hon. Minister will listen to what I
have said and see that two more
taverns are opened in the other two
D. R. O’s divisions.

The other matter is about hand
loom centres. We have only 7 hand
1oom centres in the whole area. There
1s a demand for more and more hand
looms and for more and more hand
loom materials. I would request the
Hon. Minister to give us more hand
looms for this area which is a back-
ward area.

I would also request the Hon.
Minister to give us a powerloom
centre. The only factory situated in
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my constituency is the fish canning
factory given to us by the Hon. Min-
ister of Industries and Fisheries.
Most of the factories have been set
up in and around Colombo.—[inter-
ruption].

Another request I want to make
to the Minister is that steps be t'aken
to open up land in Mannar for the
cultivation of cotton. In my area
there is plenty of land suitable for
the cultivation of cotton; but nobody
appears to be taking any interest in
developing this land, perhaps be-
cause mine is a constituency situat-
ed far away from the centre of
activity. If this land is developed and
cotton is planted we will be able to
supply all the yarn required for the
powerloom as well as the handloom
factories in the island.

Some years ago the rural develop-
ment societies and the community
centres were combined, with the re-
sult that hardly any work was done
by those organizations. Now, after
the community centres were separat-
ed and handed over to the Minister
of Local Government, the Assistant
Commissioner of Local Government
is taking a keen interest in the prog-
ress of the community centres. He
has visited the whole area and re-
vived many community centres
Libraries and reading rooms have
been opened, for which it is neces-
sary that separate buildings be put
up. Similarly, the rural development
societies in the villages should be re-
vived.

I thank the Hon. Minister for giv-
ing me a patient hearing and you,
Mr. Chairman, for giving me time to
bring these matters to the notice of
the Minister.

S. 8. wABory Swn. (DY®BE)

(Bs. 7. 19. #ufms—sas BswCumren)

(Mr. T. B. Subasinghe—Katugampola)

@b wnSBRB, BDeslmHd »HE
wéen SHRwr BPens’ c® g HhedE
B wéemes o =en Sy’
DS DOB, & AEeencdhy ) DY esy.
el QOBRS wdeny HB @& »o
ST m 6cndme®smd ©@ed ®o


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1461
BeZls =mo'’ 5@0®sm, 1969-70
80 WED y G@SCe wé BHeRmDn.
& Oy WS ery OB 668 wES Y
o EERCIR. @xT5%6® wsTend ©d
By D557 Des o @0 638 N DG
@O ¥ B Benw . ged gedw
OC wIB® mffdws o & esad
DED Dwern)s’ ol @B wéieq
9c8unY é Beamdh. ndm & 6@xsd
Rewsy Sww O WS ©cs¥»I
MOBB. g 68 88 By »w gd
sem 3 Bedmh Bwum G 68930
Qe crearyesy mon. & Ded® 668
88® ween CE e esys mon.
cfEs DE® Vs HHOE Qbdé ol
8wy gc B gcear) B8 @B BN
DY of Desesy DB, DB B Bew
& ¢S cmdFTOE gccurm 38 o) s
DY 5F Dy 8B, 68 gmé 6®
D6 G B H>WE NG SRcum,
e 88 wmecnm 48 88c® dRn Qo
1,000 =¥ ¢ emmeefeed gué@w WEnY 530
cwcem. 60 Db BERACD W
DGenebh sy DV dvsmw DE @B
D). eI Pbg DE® P& DY
WO O  eweem. 688 @By mw
Swen HNE® wcen exnewnm BwdsSE
oo ge 8Bg 8 BHearfersy
@ e ? gc & ¢ E3c® @R1e Sum
Dt ¢® BeA®D. Fhed DD DG
c®RsY 6xcdd 3 @’ . 8wv®m GE
668 Bmensy 530 M. 648 88® escan
2E S oxf®H0n e ged
gy T ds o ¥ Do 0.

eBCE Oy Lwloxn .
(Bm. Qagevpper ubms)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
S2NB BEIeDE ?

Qg@aom Dcs.

(8w aubns)

(Mr. Subasinghe)

0@’ snzsyeed 8 enm exery
. 2@ snsYetd 6Cim HE®
héewsy. & DosYesy gd mESsT»
8. 585 0V et FE B e
80» B W ewemw. 6end
D8I e exleny i

3—od 6704 (69/9)

1969 e @8 5

1462

— b 8end

gof seery dm wrnd ©@Swe
OB @B 9E» Ce 668 88c® Vs
D6 Ha®de m&efwosy 500 o u@es
088 836® ©we 83w & eI
D6 ' d 2 v&dm 86 668 A
D65, denry ge &F w8BBd B¢ 3
RBeasyesy cOhme¢? e HOBS
8&xF 88298 aded wBocrfDIB
@B ém e Ben exne® cdeges’ &F
668 anB® DLE»w mmey. &F Bk gg
C's 29 @b sy »O cewmm 668
DD BeAHD. &8 e WCE B
ésY ey nen. g6 FOBR er1eaC
DEO ¢r’c®d (D HE® Bt egued
gasym0 8g drTesy ¢® 1@ @OI.
83656®s 8wy . $5d WEST®
@z oBwd WA er® wr 668
DENF e @éd WEsTHO ol
AOBRDNS erxneww cwldzn @8Suny
96 Bed® D 0@ ey 5. Doy ®
460 @88 BBy duw <clem
) BT miEmbesy Owm Sen
e’ ®O e W Btk Cozned
50 EH o5’ 6Ciw DB By
gmé DB 8B VO @B} I5¥ O
& Bornsy weensyesy . 68
8B@®BY Vewsy DNesyHO Dben &
0 ® Beadmd ol aIBSY
cwTdrn SHRw 9E8unY WS BEAB
DD gsd a» OO G DA
»OsY, & cwlbsnBud c® Ded R
HRGO c® MAB g0 »H® cBemsY
ex5Y. 6® GaT {ed @B K Acw F
el BsnDEO w R ¢ 2% ko))
DB crems’ 0 BeRsyesy.

o BsBNOB, ged 0 ;WO
DE 5 @bt ST O dosn.
Been @i snm 9D 8EcDedE @B
D65 2O Vv, 60 BT o
NS B NWee® kB 668 DESET
e b B WS »HO EQLS DR B
cDE 6weed - WY )
DB EenDHDBY 5O 6B 6B
cdxY ewidr iP5 V& DB ccdw
80® B DE® b 8w @B
ey ¢y BedE g SO0 BowWms g ¢
@0 I emedryesy . sSECeE
e DY DENEY DD @B WwEsY
s5QIN¢sEy. Dz gBd aHTHO @&


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1463
Suldm s exgdsm, 1969-70
[a@&en ®an.]

B6A%ID. DodEsY me D 5é 6z%n®
B D 205 oY HO wX D&
am asYmO 8 BeRdryerny. R
DEsTm 205 B3O o ges & E D
. 6 WO 8o ®ESY
55 Fnddd 6o 65y HO /R
88cew a1 iy 50 . & e
R 88cden wmd WM& od
HOBNceE 9CC® D Yrww 24
8x5F Ocaf 29 FOTBw gdusy S
25>&.

BELNB B
(o5& rrear)
(The Chairman)

Order, please!
suspended till 2 .M.

The = Sitting is

" dd3e 30 gmmed mmOmEwd g 839
ciny ¢ wm. 20 mIm LAWOIm Cl

' oy serug. guie; 8. U, 2 ineflauens  ([Demr.

.r_iﬂcrw;ﬁ,g: LUt.®, WBan@h yoioutamulnm.
. Sitting accordingly till
2 p.M. and then resumed.

suspended

. o2, 8. eRecE DS Bu. (880®)
. (B Cg. §. euulCsssr—18Asw)
~ (Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere—Mirigama)

Mr. Chairman, before I start
dealing with some of the subjects
coming under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, I would like to thank the
Hon. Minister for having sent me this
report. I do not know whether the
other hon. Members have also
received a copy of it.—[Interruption].
I do not know whether it is only for
the Ladies, but certainly the Hon.
Minister has sent me one. The Hon.
Minister has taken a lot of trouble
to answer in this report every point
raised by hon. Members during the
last Budget Debate.

I am sure, if I were to repeat the
very same speech that I made on the
last occasion this time too, the Hon.
Minister would still have the same
answer because, as far as I can see,
for the last four and half years
nothing has been done talthoughodis
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intentions are very good. The Hon.
Minister strives very hard, but I do
not think that he gets the full support
of his Cabinet Colleagues.

¢ cnBen BESVERP .

(Q@ 19 QaFrdienr Qﬁ@ﬂgﬂ)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

That is what happens.

RAwe DS e,

(Bmws uuCsssT)

(Mrs. Obeyesekere)

Besides the opening up of a few
Salu Sala shops and some handloom
centres, the Hon. Minister has not
been able to do as much as he wanted
to do. Let us take the textile indus-
try as a whole. For the last four and
a half years we have been asking for
the establishment of a central autho-
rity to control all production of tex-
tiles. The Hon. Minister has in his
report stated that he has put up a
memorandum to the Cabinet asking
for the establishment of a central
authority to co-ordinate and plan the
textile industry.

As you know, the textile industry
is handled by three Ministers—the
Minister of State, the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries and the
Minister of Home Affairs. One lakh
of handlooms will soon be working
and nearly a hundred powerloom
textile workshops also will be work-
ing soon. All these come within the
Ministry of Home Affairs, and they
are handled by the Department of
Small Industries and Rural Develop-
ment.

I know that Salu Sala had invited
a team of experts from abroad to
report on the textile industry in this
country and that they have submitted
a report after a stay of only three
days here. However, I am glad that
the Hon. Minister has chosen the
people of this country, the officers
and men who are familiar with the
conditions of the textile industry in
this country and its problems, to
serveoon a committee which has to
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submit a plan for the textile
industry in Ceylon. I do not know
whether their report is still out, but
I do hope that their report will be
considered and implemented. What
I want to say is that, having all
these powerloom and textile centres
to be looked after and safeguarded,
1t 1s his business to see that the
handloom industry gets the neces-
sary safeguards. Mr. Chairman,
reports alone will not suffice if they
are not implemented.

What the Hon. Minister must see
to is that the handloom industry and
the powerloom textile workshops do
not have to compete with these big

concerns. We see that every day
more and more mills are being
approved. I am not going to talk

about Birlas or anybody else here
because already we have heard
enough about the correct step taken
by that great Lady, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, across our shores in India,
in appointing a committee to investi-
gate into this big power group, the
Birlas. Now I am sure it will open
the eyes of many here in Ceylon
who have gone to the extent of
inviting these big groups to invest
moneys here, to the detriment of our
rural weavers and workers. So it is
up to the Minister of Home Affairs
to put up a fight against these people
from coming into Ceylon and taking—
away what is the right.eé-the

worker. - ?U % ‘\.’i '€

Much publicimoney has bggﬁ
in setting up these . Under
certain aid eements, specially
with China, some of these power-
loom workshops have been installed,
and it is only the Minister of Home
Affairs who can see to it that certain
lines of production are reserved
entirely for these handloom and
powerloom workshops. I certainly
do not approve and will never
approve of these big mills coming
up or being sanctioned. If the
National Textile Corporation together
with Thulhiriya and Ambalangoda,
cannot meet the demand let there be
more units set up through corpora-
tions in the State sector to meet the
textile requirements of theiesiintiy.

;NI\.
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I know, in the time of the SL.F.P.
Government, we had a definite policy
that cotton production, the weaving
of cotton, should be kept entirely
for the public sector, except the
Wellawatte Spinning and Weaving
Mills, which of course was in the
field already. Only production of
synthetic was allowed to the private
sector. I think that should be the
policy even now. I do hope the
Hon. Minister, who succeeded the
late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike as
Prime Minister. will have sufficient
courage to fight for this policy, for
everyone knows that it was
Mr. Bandaranaike who really gave a
place to the textile industr% in
Ceylon. This month we celebrate
the tenth anniversary of his death,
and it is a fitting tribute to
Mr. Bandaranaike if you will take
the necessary steps to see to it that
the textile industry, as planned by
him, goes forward the way he
wished. If, however, approvals are
being given to these big mills to
invest moneys here and compete
with the handloom and small power-
loom workshops, I hope some day
when there is an S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment again they will nationalize all
those mills and make them all State
corporations.

If the National Textile Corporation

and..the-gther State Textile ventures
a eﬁ--uqa'blte to cope with the spinning

11"1111-;3;1”= all counts of yarn and also the
28" finishing d

certain products, then I
think " Minister should set up
re workshops in the public sector
to meet the deficiency.

I would like to mention here the
establishment of one powerloom
workshop in particular. I have
mentioned this before to the Hon.
Minister and he has agreed with me,
but unfortunately there again his
Cabinet Colleagues do not agree
with him. Though he has been very
generous in granting powerloom
workshops and handloom centres to
many Members of Parliament, I
have not been able to secure one
for ~Mirigama. There was one
allocated to Mirigama, but it has
been taken away to Warakapola. T
think if the Prime Minister was not
thatselfish and gave it to Mirigama,



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1467
Suldm sy emPPum, 1969-70
[RAwet’ s T ]
because he has a large mill at
Thulhiriya in his own electorate, the

people of Mirigama also could be
satisfied to a small degree.

What I would like to ask the Hon.
Minister is, what real progress has
been made both in the handloom and
handicraft sections for the last four
and a half years. I have mentioned
3 little about the handloom industry.

Many Members of Parliament have
mentioned the shortage of yarn. It
is a fact that there is still a shortage
of yarn, but it is amazing to find
that there is so much yarn available
in the blackmarket. How is it that
some of these agencies—Kumar
agency is one—are able to distribute
yarn which is not available through
the normal sources ? Surely by now
the department should be able to
ascertain how many different counts
of yarn are needed for work in these
handloom and powerloom centres ?
I say that the department, and the
department alone, should import
yarn of all the necessary counts,
should see to the question of dyeing,
and should see that it is distributed
through the co-operative unions to
the various centres. If this is done
I am certain there will not be any
shortage of yarn nor will any loom
in any of the centres lie idle as they
are doing today.

The Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
with the best of intentions opened
a thousand centres. I think about
800 centres have already been com-
pleted. He has put up a Cabinet
memorandum recommending that
yarn be imported by weavers’
unions. This was one of the answers
of the Hon. Minister given to me
last year. One year has already
gone. I do not know whether the
Hon. Minister has got his reply. And
while he awaits a reply so many
looms are lying idle today.

In the new centres that were set
up it was stated that 25 weavers
were to be trained in six months’
time and given a loom to work in
their homes. Is it not strange that
today a weaver who  goes  to..a
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government handloom centre and
gets training cannot get a registered
loom to work? But in private
workshops there are 30 to 40 looms
working—the registered number of
looms is only about eight—and they
are able to get yarn to work all the
looms. I have said, and I repeat it
for the fifth time, that a proper
investigation of the actual number of
looms working in some of these
private workshops will show where
the yarn is going. The yarn should
go to the government centres and
co-operative societies where the
looms are registered. The position is
that yarn is not available to them.
That is the shocking position. I
have seen this happening in more
than one village and in more than
one centre. In some of the new
centres handlooms are lying idle for
lack of yarn, and demonstrators are
not working because there is nothing
to work with. Girls have gone home
because there is nothing to weave.
However, in private workshops,
where only eight looms are regis-
tered, 35 to 40 looms are working
today. I stress again the fact that
yarn should be imported through the
department and distributed through
the co-operative unions and societies
to various centres at which looms
are registered.

I asked last year too what the
Designs Section of the department
has done, what part it has played.
Nothing has been done to improve
the design and quality of the hand-
loom product or some of the other
products that are produced by the
department. I am quite sure that if
you ask any official in the depart-
ment he will tell you that no pro-
gress has been made. The Designs
Department has not been reorga-
nised. The Designs Department has
not met the demand which is there
today for good designs, for good
colour combinations, and for quality
material, and it is up to the Hon.
Minister to see that this section is
reorganized to meet these demands.

I mentioned schools last year. In
Ir_;-dia there is a school in which they
give a three-year course in plan-
ning. Today the great problem we
have “to face is that weavers lack
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even a basic knowledge. Take the
demonstrators who are in charge of
the schools. Here a school is handled
by a mere demonstrator. Though he
may be called “school assistant” he
1s a mere demonstrator. What are
his or her qualifications ? That is
why I stressed last year too that the
schools should be reorganized. You
must provide courses in textile
designing, textile technology, and
textile weaving, so that those who
pass out of these schools can go
to the centres. You must recruit to
the various centres only those who
have passed from the school, so
that you will not have these prob-
lems that you are having of turning
out inferior quality products and a
glut of inferior quality handlooms in

the market. In fact I mentioned this
last year, but nothing has been done.
& oo, 2.45

I have a centre in my electorate by
the name of Kitharalana. I have
asked for an inquiry regarding the
running of the school there. The
teacher does not recruit anybody
locally, but gets her pupils from out-
side and charges exhibitant fees
from them. Boarding fees are also
charged from them and they are
not even paid for the articles that
they turn out in that centre. I do
not know whether an inquiry has
been conducted.

Another point I mentioned was
that for the improvement of these
handlooms, for improved weaving,
dobbies and jacquards should be
introduced. What has been done ?
The Hon. Minister has mentioned
that training courses are being held
and that people are being trained in
this specialized work, but if you go
to these centres, if you see the pro-
ducts that are being turned out, it
will be obvious that no such training
is being given to these people. 1
know of one centre where a demons-
trator had been trained in dobby
work. That was about seven years
ago. But the dobbies are hanging
there at the textile centre, and they
are not being used. This sort of
thing happens for the simple reason
that the department doey' ety take
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any follow-up action after giving
this intensified training in dobby
work and jacquard work. That is
why we are not progressing in the
handloom industry and that is why
we are not progressing in the textile
industry.

Recently the department parti-
cipated in an International Handi-
crafts Fair at Frankfurt. The
success of that participation was
entirely due, I think, to the German
Government taking a special interest
in financing it. It spent a large sum
of money both in connection with
the Ceylon stand and in selecting
and purchasing goods. I myself had
a hand in some of the selections that
were made, and I am glad that it was
possible—I know the Hon. Minister
himself tried—to see that the
Director of Small Industries went
and attended that fair on our behalf.
He was not to have gone for the fair
but I am glad to say that the
Hon. Prime Minister appreciated
that he should go when I spoke to
him and explained the necessity for
the Director attending the fair. And
I think it was all for the good
because we have been able to get
large orders.

But I should like to caution the
Hon. Minister on one matter, and
that is that he should not take on
more than what he can cope with.
We have done well in that fair and
I am sure we will do better in the
coming fairs. But at this stage I
would ask the Hon. Minister to see
that the Hon. Minister of Commerce
and Trade does not infiltrate into the
workings of his department because
I see the Hon. Minister of Commerce
and Trade has asked the private
sector to establish shops abroad. He
is even willing to subsidize them to
establish shops abroad.

If anything is to be sold abroad, I
firmly believe that it should be done
through Laksala and Laksala alone,
and through the department. It is
only then that we can have a proper
control over the standard and
quality of the goods and maintain the
good name that Ceylon has acquired
abroad?” But if we do not dn that
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and allow the private sector to sell
our goods, they will make capital of
the situation at the expense of the
public sector and ultimately we
might find that they do not even
remit the money back but hold it in
some private account abroad.

Then, I should like to ask the
Hon. Minister what action he has
taken on the proposed Handlooms
Board and Handicrafts Board. I
know that he has submitted a Cabinet
Memorandum but nothing appears to
have been done beyond that. It is
absolutely essential that we should
have a Handlooms Board and a
Handicrafts Board. You may keep
on opening more and more Laksalas
like the C.W.E. shops, but I do not
think that is really going to help the
cause of handicrafts or the handloom
industry. The idea of opening up
Laksalas must be to create an
incentive both to the craftsmen and
to the workers of the area.

There is one other matter I wish
to mention. Last year, a Member

of the TUpper House, Senator
Mrs. Seneviratne, mentioned that
Sir John Kotelawala and the

members of the purple brigade had
a hand in the setting up of Laksala.
I do not want to talk too much about
it. I think evervone knows what
Sir John Kotelawala has done
towards the arts and crafts of Ceylon.
I do not want to mention all that.
But people like Senator Mrs. Senevi-
ratne should not make statements
that are incorrect. I would like to
tell her that if the people of Miri-
gama did elect me to that seat, it was
because they realised that the
S.L.F.P. Government had done some-
thing for the country by creating
Laksala and giving a place to the
handloom industry and the handi-
crafts of this country. This type of
irresponsible talk by Senators, who
should speak with a sense of respon-
sibility, will do their party incalcu-

lable harm in the eyes of the
country.

In this connexion I would like to
observe that Senator Seneviratne
has made a further diabolical state-

Bewldm 9535 @eHVC®w

1472

I — ol BEnd

ment regarding the recruitment of
staff and employees at Laksala. I
challenge her to prove one single
instance where I used my position
or influence. Those in authority
will give her the reply. I would
request the hon. Senator, without
making these incorrect statements in
the seclusion of the Senate, to give
up her seat in the Senate and get
herself elected in the correct way
and come to this House, and I shall
be more than pleased to debate this
subject with her in this House. I
wonder whether she will risk it.

Although Laksala shops are being
opened at a terrific pace, there is one
thing that I want to mention here.
The members of the staff are already
not happy there. I gather that two
persons have been interdicted this
week. The members of the staff are
not happy in respect of promotions
to posts of assistant managers. They
are being overlooked and new people
are being brought in. I think that
before new people are brought in
the people already there should be
given a chance to prove themselves.

In the field of handicrafts I want
to ask the Hon. Minister what
progress is being made. Last year I
spoke about pottery centres, needle-
work centres and brushwork centres,
but we all know that in spite of
the shortcomings that came to light
after the two small exhibitions that
were held nothing really has been
done.

Then in regard to the Craftsmen’s
Association, why has it not been

revived ? I referred to this last
year. Why have not the members
met ? Yet the president of that

association, which ceased to function
years ago, still serves on the
Laksala Advisory Board. In what
capacity ? How can he represent an
association which is defunct ?

I would ask the Hon. Minister to
have greater propaganda for and
greater accent on the use of Ceylon
goods. To do that we must realize
the value of our handicrafts. I think
it is absolutely necessary that we
should  realize that the skill of the
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fingers is ever a more highly-prized
commodity in a world more and

more flooded with the cold imper-
sonality of machine-made goods.

The Hon. Minister should take
definite steps to see that a Textile
Ministry is established. More than
that, he should see that a handloom
board and a handicraft board are set
up before long.
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(Mr. M. A. Abdul Majeed—Pottuvil)

Mr. Chairman, I am happy that I
have the opportunity to speak a few
words on the Votes of the Minister
of home Affairs. The Hon. Minister.
has a special place in the hearts of
the Muslims of this country for the
good work he has done as Minister
in charge of the Wakf Department,
and more so for the good work he
did for my community as Minister of
Education in the Bandaranaike Gov-
ernment. He is an M.Ps’ Minister; he
lives among us. He is a man of many:
parts, and he has now become a
dietician, so much so that by follow-
ing his advice I was able to reduce
seven to eight pounds a month.

I would like to bring to the notice
of the Hon. Minister and the House
the difficulties that officers of the
Amparai District are faced with:
Normally, in any district the Govern-
ment Agent and his officers are held:
in high esteem. In Amparai, unfor-
tunately, the Government Agent ‘and
his officers are treated like kallatho-.
nis by the River Valleys Develop-
ment Board. We had to put up a

fight with the R.V.D.B., which thinks
that it is a government within a gov-
ernment, to find a small place for the
kachcheri to function. At every turn
they protest. The situation is that,
except for three bungalows occupied
by the G.A., the Additional G.A. and
another officer, the rest of the build-
ings in Amparai town are vested in
the R. V. D. B. There is not a single
private house in that town. As a re-
sult of this, from the time that the
Amparai Kachcheri started
functioning officers who have been
posted to that office have fought shy
of coming there, because there are.
no quarters for them to live in, so
much so that even the Government -
Agents who come there do not really
unpack their baggage for some time.
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Something must be done about this
situation. After all. as far as food
production is concerned our district
is only second to the Kurunegala
District. Districts of this nature
should be serviced properly, and the
officers should be given the minimum
facilities that are given to them else-
where. We cannot blame the govern-
ment servants. I am not blaming the
Hon. Minister or the officials: they
are helpless in this matter. I hope
the Hon. Minister will take this
matter up with the Hon. Prime
Minister and see that sufficient build-
ings are handed over to the
G.A. so that he could see that officers
working in the Amparai Kachcheri

| are housed properly.

T would like to remind the Hon.
1 Minister that I made a request to him
to open a circuit D.R.O’s office wat
Akkaraipattu South. About a half of
the Akkaraipattu D.R.O’s Division
falls within the Pottuvil Electorate.
Villages like Thambiluvil, Thiruko-
vil, Thampata and Kanchirankudah
are situated about ten miles from the
D.R.O’s office. I have received a letter
from the Hon. Minister stating that
a circuit D.R.O’s office would cost
about Rs. 2,500 and that he does not
have the necessary funds for this
purpose. May I humbly submit to
him that Rs. 2,500 is a paltry sum,
and that at least this year he should
grant my request.

I would also like to speak a few
words regarding the co-operative tex-
tile weaving centres in my area and
the way yarn is issued to them. The
representatives of the co-operative
weavers’ textile centres in my elec-
torate came to me and said that they
were not being given fair treatment.
They said that same societies were
being given fabulous amounts of
yarn, while they were told that the
issue of yarn is governed by the num-
ber of looms worked at cetera. I
made inquiries and found the allega-
tion made was correct.

Bewldm @535 PeFRVE®
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I shall pinpoint one instance. A
textile weavers’ society called the
Maruthamunai Central Co-operative
Textile Weavers’ Society in Kal-
munai ha between 1st January, 1969
and 8th July 1969 bought yarn from
the National Textile Corporation to
the value of Rs. 1,381,000 which in
terms of pounds works out to
1,600,000—a fantastic and fabulous
amount for a co-operative textile
weaving society.

The normal practice is for such
societies to buy the yarn from the
co-operative union. All the societies
go to the Batticaloa Textile Weavers’
Union for their requirements of yarn.

I went further into this matter and
found that the yarn that had been
bought had not gone to any society.
What is more revealing is that the
individual who bought this yarn is
not even a member of this society.
The individual who bought this yarn
costing Rs. 1,381,000 is Mr. Mashoor
Moulansa.

Now, the problem is this. I know
the Hon. Minister is very honest. His
officers are honest. But if such things
are allowed to take place it not
merely brings discredit to the Gov-
ernment, it also brings discredit to
those who support the Government.
I would, therefore, urge the Hon.
Minister to go into the root of this
racket.

I would like to say a few words
regarding the Wakfs Department.
We are very happy with the Com-
missioner, a very honest and simple
person, but I find that over a period
of years in the working of the Ordi-
nance there has been no uniform
system governing the apvoointments
of boards of trustees. In certain
mosques you find a board of trustees
of five persons whereas in others you
find thirty or forty persons, an un-
wieldly number. It is a long time
since this Ordinance came into force
and therefore, I would urge the Hon.
Minister to give some thought to this
and to bring abont some uniformity
in making appointments to the board
of trustees.
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Finally, Mr. Chairman, I wish to
say a few words in reply to certain
observations made by the hon
Second Member for Batticaloa (Mr.
Latiff Sinnalebbe) regarding the
administration of the kachcheri in
the Batticaloa District. The hon.
Member attacked not only the offi-
cers at the kachcheri but singled out

the Government Agent, Mr. T.
Nesiah. He also sought to say that
there was discrimination against

certain sections of the public in the
Batticaloa District. I must here and
now, Mr. Chairman, refute what my

hon. Friend the Second Member for
Ratticaloa said.
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It looks to me as if the hon. Second
Member for Batticaloa has developed
an anti-Government-Agent phobia
for the past several years. In fact,
the Government Agent, Mr. Kasalin-
gam, who was doing very useful ser-
vice there was transferred out of
Batticaloa on representations made
by the hon. Second Member for
Batticaloa and his colleague purely
on the ground that he was not acco-
mmodating one hundred per cent of
their demands.

Mr. Kadirgamanathan succeeded
Mr. Kasalingam, and again the same
hon. Member and his Colleague
developed the same phobia and they
demanded that Mr. Kadirgamanathan
be transferred out. He was another
efficient officer, and today he is doing
very efficient service in the Mannar
Kachrheri. In replacement Mr.
Nesiah was transferred to Batticaloa.

Mr. Nesiah is a model public ser-
vant. He is very neutral, very im-
partial, wvery understanding, and
can grasp a problem within a few
seconds. He is doing yeoman service
on the food production front and in
other activities. That the hon.
Second Member for Batticaloa should
have seen in Mr. Nesiah anti-Muslim
tendencies is the strangest story that
I have heard in this House.

I would tell the hon. Second Mem-
ber for Batticaloa that if he has any
differences with the G. A. he should
thrash them out with the officer at the
co-ordinating committee. Let him not
think that every government servant
should dance to his tune or to the
tune of politicians. There are govern-
ment servants who are independent
and take an impartial view in all
matters. What the hon. Member is
doing is hardly fair by them. I would
like to point out to the Hon. Minis-
ter of Home Affairs that it is hardly
fair that such wild charges should
be levelled against officers who do
not have a chance to defend them-
selves. I would like to finish my
speech with the assurance to the
Hon. Minister that he has given us
one of the best GovernmeniteAgents:
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(&8 rreeri)
(The Chairman)

Order please! The Sitting is sus-
pended for half an hour.

ded3@ S0 ¢HMCD MOMmEWD g BYO®
CE®Y @ o 430 © 2%O» D Om G

O HETULY. w076, @l Blossuul® Weamd b
B 1. 4.30 oefldéE 2o ibuwrdpmr.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 4.30
P.M. and then resumed.

gbe uY. 8. cuels (wSwx
&%)

(sorflE erer. ertd. QuUBrrr—wi 19 wrp
Corien_)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

First of all I want to refer to a paro-

chial matter, a thing which I do not
normaily’ do. I listened to the
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hon. Member for Riatgama (Mr. D. E.
Tillekeratne) and the hon. Member
for Minuwangoda (Mr. de Zoysa
Siriwardena) who have had the
good fortune to have powerlooms
installed in their areas though not
working, whereas in my electorate
for nearly five years the department
has not been able to install a power-
loom centre. I have been at the
department and the P. W. D. but no
action has been taken. Here is a
Government that found it possible
to spend or is hoping to spend Rs. 168
million—this has gone up to Rs. 268
million now—within the space of a
couple of years. The money is there
since 1965, but the Government is
unable to put up a powerloom pro-
ject in my constituency.

The Hon. Minister of Industries
and Fisheries is going on at a terrific
pace ; he is putting up a factory. All
credit to him. But what can we make
out of a Government that refuses to
put up a small powerloom? I think
the size of the building you require
for a powerloom centre is 60 feet by
20 feet. I have waited patiently for
nearly five years. I would say this to
the Hon. Minister. Please do not tell
me after this that you are doling out
with the same spoon both to Govern-
ment and the Opposition. You have
one spoon for the Government and
another spoon for the Opposition.

Let us be clear about it. The
Hon. Prime Minister talks about
“ourYe gend BRA® BEBO g
o5y 65 sxe.” I am  inclined

to remind him that he has been dol-
ing out fairly substantially with the
spoon so far as he is concerned. If
you go to the Dedigama Electorate
you will see that everything is pro-
vided there. I do not object to that,
but the only point is thiat you must
give us some little thing which we
have been agitating for five years.
That is just by the way. I am not
accustomed to peddling my constitu-
ency matters in this place, but I can-
not help making these lobservations.

1969 e @& b
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There are just one or two other
matters to which I want to refer
before I go to the main point. There
is a subsidy to the coir salt biags in-

dustry. You find that at page 39 of
the Hon. Minister’s Estimates. I just
want some information on that. 1do
not know how that operates.

I should now like to refer to pawn-
brokers. There are 205 pawnbrokers
in Colombo of whom only seven are
Ceylonese, 25 Ceylonese by descent
and the rest are registered citizens. I
suppose registered citizens are entitl-
ed to carry on pawnbroking. My
objection is thliat there are some
people whose turnover, at least the
pledged amount sometimes comes to
very nearly Rs. 1 million and more.
But the deposit that you asked them
to provide originally went up to
Rs. 10.000. The minimum Wwas
Rs. 1,000 and the maximum was
Rs. 10,000 Today that has been
brought down to Rs. 1,000 and some-
times the liabilities come to a million
rupees and more in certain cases of
pawnbrokers. There are some people
like Mariampillai, Kumar Agencies
and so on, whose tetal liability on
the pawnbroking alone. I am credib-
ly informed, is nearly Rs. 2 million.
It is not fair that vou should ask only
a Rs. 1,000 deposit in order to safe-
guard the people who have gone and
pledged their goods. That is one
point.

The next point is this. How is it
that T. R. P. people are allowed to
continue to be in the liquor trade ?
T will give you a list of these names:
Mr. V. 1. Velaopu. 632, Aluthmawatte
Road, Colombo. This is the address
also of Mr. K. K. Madhavan, who I
think is the manufacturer of
“ Ambassador ” toddv. Then there is
Mr. K. R. Rachavan, Mahivawa
Tavern, Kandy. They are all T. R. P.
holders. They are not Cevlonese
either by descent or recistration.
The others are. K. Govindanayar,
Badulla Arrack Tavern ; N. Sanguny,
Kurunegala Arrack Tavern. Narava-
nam  Master, Narammsla and
Mawatagamn Arracrk Tavern: A. S.
Sankaranarayan, 632, Alutmawatte
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Road,—the same address as my good
friend or your good friend, Mr.
Madhavan’s ; K. R. Chatuni, 622/1,
Alwis Place, Colombo 13. Mr.
Chatuni obtained his visa, I am told,
by declaring that he is the manager
of Dominion Hotel. Then there is K.
C. Vasudeva. He is the lessee of
Bristol Hotel, Fort, and he has dec-
lared himself as the manager of
Nippon Hotel. How is that possible?
I thought at least the safeguard was
there that you do not allow non-
nationals to do this.

May I ask the Minister to tell us
what the position is of his Perma-
nent Secretary? There is something

in the C. W. E. Commission Report
and he has sought permission from
the department to sue the C. W. E.
Commission for defamation. What
has happened? Has there been any
launching of a suit or has anything
happened in this matter? We would
like to know about that.

I am not quite satisfied with the
way the Excise Department is func-
tioning, Mr. Minister. You are talk-
ing of catching the kasippu people.
Your Excise Department is the
biggest kasippu place. Let me give
you the details. Ethyl alcohol, which
is the same as rectified spirits, which
is one of the main bases of kasippu,
today comes under OGL. Why? Be-
cause your Excise Commissioner has
declared to the customs tauthorities
that ethyl alcohol was not an excis-
able article and that therefore there
was no objection to it being allowed
to be imported under OGL. You can-
not expect to break down kasippu
and stop it if one of the main bases
of kasippu, rectified spirits is allow-
ed in unlimited quantities. I have seen
news items to the effect that the
Home Affairs Minister, Dr. W. Daha-
nayake, has “moved in to prevent
ethyl aleohol now imported under
Open General Licence from being
diverted to the kasippu trade.” But
how can you prevent it if you allow
it under the O. G. L.? T do not see

how you can control it. They are
importing it from China and wvarious
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other places and you cannot possibly
control kasippu as long as you allow
persons to import rectified spirits.

Now, let me tell you how you
produce black bottle arrack which
you sell at eight rupees a bottle. It
is like this: three bottles of rectified
spirit, one bottle of arrack obtained
from the distillery, and eleven
bottles of water give you a produc-
tion of fifteen bottles of your eight
rupees special arrack. That  is
how you produce your special black
arrack. The base is rectified spirit.

If a private man who brings under
O. G. L. rectified spirits follows the
same process, how are you going to
catch him? How are you going to
distinguish between kasippu and the
arrack that you are producing and
selling at eight rupees a bottle? The
same thing is being sold out. So there
is something wrong with your depart-
ment in this matter.

Then for the other arrack that you
are producing you import large quan-
tities of arrack essence. Who are the
manufacturers of arrack essence?
Rawlings produce arrack essence.
You are purchasing large quantities
of it, running into millions of
rupees, I believe. Why is it that you
have given this monopoly to Raw-
lings? I understand that another
company called Bush Company was
provided with arrack in order to get
the essence out. I am told that they
are in a position to provide arrack
essence at a much cheaper cost than
Rawlings but for some unknown rea-
son they continue to fall back upon
Rawlings, and that through the
R. V. D. B.? Why? Because I think
there are certain people who are
getting commission—one Mr. Percy
Silva, U. K. P. de Silva or somebody
like that. He is the man who for a
long time has been getting commis-
sion on gin as well as on essence. He
was at one time a director of the
Sugar Corporation, I believe. These

are the people who carry on this
trade.

Now, Mr. Minister, things are not
quite all right in your department.
There is, no reason why, if you are
buyingothe essence from Rawlings,
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you should be paying extraordinary
prices. In the case of gin it is under-
standable because there is a royalty
involved ; you cannot get gin essence
from Rawlings because there is a
trade mark and you have to pay
royalty, but there is no royalty for
arrack essence. They are buying
through the Crown Agents. I have got
the details. They pay the Crown
Agents Rs. 85 for every drum they
import. Then, the landing and
delivery charges are Rs. 183, depart-
mental charges Rs. 74, freight
charges, Rs. 4, departmental charges
Rs. 6, totalling Rs. 462 per drum.

&. oy, 4.45

I do not see that you are doing this
satisfactorily. I do not blame you.
Apparently the people who are con-
cerned are not telling you the truth
or they are taking you for a ride.

In point of fact you have not even
got permission from the Treasury for
this purpose. Originally Treasury
permission was granted for a trial
endeavour for three months. On the
strength of that you have continued
since 1964 to make arrack essence
year after year without formal sanc-
tion from the Treasury for this
purpose.

What I want to know is why you
are importing more and more. I am
told that even while there were
stocks you had bought 300 more
drums which was over and above the
required amount. I do not know
why you did that. There are all sorts
of rumours about people making
commissions in this business.

That apart, there is one question I
want to ask. Why is it that since
1964 we have had to depend upon
arrack essences produced abroad
costing so much foreign exchange ?
This is supposed to be an industry of
the people of this country, to give
employment to the people of this
country. But what are we doing?
Really we are financing a foreign
manufacturer in order to run our
own local industry which has been
going on for so long.

1969 esef @8 5
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The Hon. Minister can come to this
House to make arrangements for the
tapping of larger areas if he wants to
extend the arrack trade. So far as
tapping is concerned, the areas are
restricted. He can extend that if
there is such a big demand for
arrack. But what is happening ?
You are now producing arrack with
rectified spirits on the one side and
importing arrack essence on the
other. I have got here a report from
the “Times Weekender” of 16th
February 1969 which says :

“ WEVE BEEN DRINKING ¢ SLOW POISON ’
MOLASSES FOR O YEARS

Startling revelation by Home Ministry
Official

The issue of molasses which was al-
lowed by the Treasury in 1964 as an
experiment for only three months has
now come to stay without further Trea-
sury approval.

According to this official, the majority
of medical experts who had subsequently
submitted reports on the effects molasses
arrack had on the human system, had
condemned it as a slow poison which at-
tacked the nervous system. The majority
of these medical experts and analysts had
stated in their reports that the arrack
was not fit for human consumption.

Molasses arrack, which is a synthetic
liquor, is made from rectified spirits,
water and arrack essence. It was first
issued in early 1964 at Rs. 8 a bottle.

According to Home Ministry sources,
apart from the ill-effects of the molasses
on national health, a large sum of foreign
exchange had been spent on the import
of arrack essence.

Although Treasury approval was given
only for a period of three months in 1964,
the Department had ordered Rs. 4 mil-
lion worth of arrack essence in 525
barrels—each containing 46 gallons—at
Hs. T t1h a barrel”

You see it involves millions of
rupees. This is supposed to be an
industry that is indigenous and you
are proud of it and are saying that
you are going to export arrack from
Ceylon, but really you would be ex-
porting somebody else’s liquor, recti-
fied spirits and arrack essence all
manufactured abroad. That is why
I say that the Excise Department has
tobeéput into some sort of order.
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One point more. Recently the
police raided the arrack taverns at
Kollupitiya and Jampettah. Even in
Colombo your Excise Department is
sleeping. That is my charge against
the Excise Department. They allow
the police to carry out these raids.

I am told that the Excise Depart-
ment was informed in time about the
sale of kasippu in certain arrack
taverns. The Excise Department did
not take action. The police had to
take action.

There are all sorts of reports about
employees of the Excise Department
being in the pay of the renters. Here
is a “Ceylon Observer ” headline of
16th February 1969 :

“ Are Excisemen in Tavern Fraud ?”
What does it say ?

“Police investigators are probing in-
formation that certain Excise Department
employees have been paid a regular
monthly fee of Rs. 500 each for spiriting
away bottle stoppers and arrack labels
from Excice warehouses.”

What happens ? The tavern men
fill the bottles with kasippu, put on
the Excise Department stopper, paste
the arrack label and sell it as arrack.

At the moment I think these places
have been closed down but they have
appealed to the Minister to get their
deposits back. Please see that they
do not get back their deposits.

I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, I have
taken so much time. I do not want
to take any more time.

I appeal to the Hon. Minister : if
the Excise Department is not doing
its work, scrap it. If you are going
to import all this stuff from abroad
you might as well have some other
department and let that department
do all this instead of having this
huge and glorified department which
costs millions and millions.

Plea_se. look into all these matters,
Mr. Minister. I think we can leave it

safely in your hands, if you will take
prompt action.
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