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The House met at 10 A.M., MR. SPEAKER
[THE Hon. S. C. SuHirLEy COREA] in the
Chair.

SEDOEO DD BENYT;
GQ(@&?&E@;&Z@ QU LIELPED cHleni_&ar

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

WS BN GBS

(FLTpTST Qe &or)

(Mr. Speaker)

Hon. Members asking Questions

are not present. The Answers to
Questions will be printed in HANSARD
as Written Answers.

Dwuddn Y 6»JOSD,
1969-70
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@Gepailes  Guogyih
8, QeuGrinur]

Shomul  Glubp g—[8 sr&d

[FurpTwaT sjeuissn S s sniser].

Considered further in Committee.—
[Progress : 8th September]

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
2——od 6721—801 (69/9)
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Heap 98.—MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND
TRADE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 318,765
R83uy @é®» @& BeowABe—[ 5 08

8]

“o =00 &G 10 B ¢R Wg ane."—
[Eoom8 @w.]

VGaflgasinn.. Hampssb.—[8, QsuGououil.
* ardgguuang o gpur 10 @epssiu@Lors —
[Bm. guébsmy].

Amendment moved—[8th September.]
“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10.”
—[Mr. Jayakody.]

g e Y wedea =ém ¢l
afl@y WeniGo 6108 Hubi@ubm gi.

Question again proposed.

8. Y. DD TSad w. (cce¥wis)

(‘@@. . erer, soreksr—0o seailiurLs)

(Mr. C. N. Kannangara—Deniyaya)

Mr. Chairman, I must cong.atulate
the hon. Member for Devinuwara
(Mr. de Mel) on the excellent speech
he made yesterday. I do not think
there is any hon. Member cn this or
on that side of the House who would
disagree with or disapprove of his
speech which embodied all the
proposals and suggestions made in
this House pertaining to the Tea
Board and the tea trade during the
last four and a half years, which have
not yet materialized.

I must also congratulate the Hon.
Minister of Commerce and Trade for
trying to do something in spite of
the obstructions of wvested interests
and of, I believe, the Planning
Ministry. For instance, when the
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Hon. Minister wanted to purchase tea
at the auctions through the Depart-
ment of Commodity Purchase, 1
think the Planning Department had
much to say about that matter, and
it was only after the personal inter-
vention of the Hon. Prime Minister
that those tea purchases were allow-
ed, though the quantities purchased
were inadequate.

I hope the Hon. Minister of
Commerce and Trade will endeavour,
‘and I trust all the mnecessary co-
operation will be given to him, to
finally bring the export trade of all
products under government control.
Then only will all the racketeering
in gems stop and then only will we
be able to get fair prices for our
products in the world market.

The other matter I wish to say is
this, that with the appointment of
Mr. Loganathan as Chairman of the
Development Finance Corporation,
I think the death knell has been
sounded to Ceylonese enterprise. I
would strongly urge the Government
to take all action to see that this
gentleman, who I believe has inter-
ests in India, migrates to that coun-
try and leaves us in peace. During
the period that he was General Man-
ager of the Bank of Ceylon he never
allowed Ceylonese enterprise fto
make headway, and now with his
appointment as Chairman of the
Develgpment Finance Corporation he
is again in a position to interfere
with the private sector in the deve-
lopment of the country. This is going
to have repercussions on Ceylonese
enterprise.

Now, Sir, I do not know whether
this comes under the purview of the
Hon. Minister of Commerce and
Trade—the export trade in females
for the promotion of tourism.

eI
(o5& rreari)
(The Chairman)

If there is such an export trade, it
would come under the Ministry
of State, not under the Ministry of
Commerce and Trade,The,, hon.

Bewldm O53F) @7 DC®
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Member complimented the hon.
Member for Devinuwara on his
excellent speech. Why not keep to
the same standard ?

3. Y. @5 B ad .
(8@ &. erer. ST G RIS T )
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

Are females so distasteful to you,
Sir ?

INBS

(cg;}r.éiag.'r&mﬁ)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member is talking about
the import of females which has
nothing to do with this Ministry.

8. 25Y. DY 595 od e,
(. &. erer. ST GBI T )
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

The export of females.

e3eNBB

(ysDrreeri)

(The Chairman)

Whether it be import or export,
this subject does not come under the
Ministry of Commerce and Trade.

3. 257. D5 DB o0 . &
(Bm. &. era. FGT T EET )
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

Talking about tea, Sir, let me refer
to the Tea Propaganda Board, for
instance. It is apparent now that be-
fore the Tea Board actually takes
over there are certain moves amongst
the officials of the Tea Board at pre-
sent to try to get rid of most Cey-
lonese employees and appoint their
own pets who are in London as well
as in Ceylon. For instance, if you see
the number of gentlemen who have
been appointed in England as well
as in Australia, you will find that
most of these gentlemen are not
Sinhalese, or Tamils for that matter.
So much so that lately one Mr. Nama-
sivayam, who is certainly not a
Ceylon Tamil, has been given an
appointment to the Tea Propaganda
Board’s accounts section in London,
in addition to Mr. Carter who has
been taken on. On the other hand Mr.
Kirthi de Silva, a student who was
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doing part-time work, has been pre-
vented from joining the accounts
section of the Tea Propaganda Board.

Along with that, there is one Mr.
Gem Weeratunga whose case deser-
ves the special notice of the Hon.
Minister. Mr. Weeratunga is from the
Southern Province and comes from a
respectable family. He is the most
senior Ceylonese executive in Eng-
land. He has been discontinued due
to the fact that he had issued a
cheque to an English friend of his.
As you know, a cheque is security
for a loan. Subsequently this money
was paid back. But in the meantime
the Englishman had written to Mr.
Jesudasan and he suspended Mr.
Weeratunga. This is not a depart-
mental affair. There has been no case
filed against him and no action taken
against him except that taken by
Mr. Jesudasan.

In talking about the morals and
ethics of this matter, Mr. Jesudasan
can hardly afford to take action
against anyone because, according to
information I received in London,
Mr. Jesudasan has indulged in
various activities which by no means
enables him to sit in judgment over
Mr. Weeratunga. I hope the Hon.
Minister will take this case up be-
cause the money has been refunded.
I hope the Hon. Minister will also
see that Mr. Gem Weeratunga is
reappointed to the post he held in
the board.

There are further allegations
against Mr. Jesudasan about his
moral conduct which are well found-
ed and on which conclusive proof
can be obtained in London. He had
to leave his wife, or, rather, he left
his wife and was running around
with his step-daughter. I do not like
to make these remarks. So far I have
been attempting to be gentlemanly
about this whole thing, but if Mr.
Jesudasan continues in this strain, it
will be very necessary to divulge
certain zOf his activities.

At the time of this incident there
were certain other occurrences in

1969 o135 @8 9
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Rome where Mr. Clarry Cooray had
to find fault with Mr. Spiers an}i, j 1
think, another, about certain things
that transpired in Rome and about
the remittance of funds. I want to
know, what happens to the funds
that are allowed by the Ministry
of Finance to be spent abroad by
the Tea Propaganda Board? I am
sure that well over £1 million
is allowed every year. Where is this
money kept? How are disburse-
ments done ? Who handles the sign-
ing of the cheques ? I find that Mr.
Martenstyn, the chief executive
officer of the Tea Propanganda
Board, has on several occasions
overspent foreign exchange and
refunded it in rupees. It is necessary
that we should investigate Mr.
Martenstyn’s activities.

There has already been a fire at
the Tea Propaganda Board premises.
I think before the Tea Board
actually takes over there will be a
number of fires.—[Interruption].

There should be a full-scale
investigation before victimization of
Ceylonese  personnel who are
already there takes place. It is
necessary to safeguard their rights
and to prevent English persons
taking their place.

For instance, Mr. Pickering was
not given a permanent appointment
under a directive issued by the
Minister. After I came back from
London I complained to the Hon.
Minister, and he was good enough
to send a directive to the Tea
Propaganda Board that no appoint-
ments of any sort should be made.
Subsequently, they have got rid of
Mr. Gem Weeratunga, the most
senior executive in London, for
issuing a cheque to an Englishmen.
—[Interruption].

I cannot understand why we must
pay pooja to the British interests
now. The British bulldog is no longer
a bulldog. It is a tooth less bulldog.
Dr. Savundranayagam describes it
better as a hairless mare.—[Interrup-
tion]. 56 1 cannot really
see why we should succumb to
their pressures. It is necessary to
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see that Mr. Pickering’s appoint-
ment, which is almost due
and which might come

even without your knowledge, is pre-
vented from taking place and that Mr.
Carter is not made permanent in the
accounting section. Mr. Namasiva-
yam is not a Ceylon Tamil ; probably,
like Mr. Jesudasan, he is a Malayan
Tamil. Actually, on reading through
the Tea Propaganda Board Report, I
gather that most of these represen-
tatives abroad are left-cvers of Euro-
pean lust and native poverty, or
people who are foreigners including
Mr. Jesudasan. I can see no excuse
for these appointments.

After all, the money of the Tea Pro-
paganda Board is not even govern-
ment money. It is the money of pro-
ducers who work on the tea fields. Is
it not their money that is going to
be paid to these Europeans who are
in Australia, England and other
countries ? I do not mind the others,
but I certainly do not like those in
England and in Australia, because
we have trained personnel, English-
speaking staff, people who come from
better families and with better back-
grounds, people who genuinely love
this country, who will come back to
this country, who are born and will
die in this country, and who want to
work for this country. Why should
we allow foreigners to get fat on the
sweat of our workers here ?

For instance, consider Mr. Olroyd,
whose business seems to be selling
cars. Every Tea Propaganda Board
member has a Vauxhall car. Why is
it that he is always given a Vauxhall
car ? He may like some other type
of car. The rumour is that Mr. Olroyd
gets a ten per cent commission on
each Vauxhall car.

g. on. 10.15

Then, there is another gentleman
called Spiers, who had the audacity
to write to Mr. Clarence Cooray
suggesting that the catering section
of the Tea Propaganda Board should
be converted into a private company.
When I went to London I found that
the only copy of the letter available
in Ceylon was the copy that was with
me. The original which had been sent
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to Mr. Clarence Cooray as well as the
copy which was in the Tea Propa-
ganda Board files were found to be
missing. That is how these people
operate.

I would also like you to instruct
the Auditor-General to make a per-
sonal check on the amounts of petty
cash drawn by Mr. Jesudasan and
whether there had been an increase
in the amount during the stay of Mr.
Martenstyn in London at the Regent
Palace Hotel.

I should also like to know how
the ITMEB, which should have
really disappeared in 1962 after the
Indians left us, happen to employ a
gentleman whose only job is to tape-
record all that transpires at ITMEB
meetings.

The people in ITMEB are all pukka
sahibs who left this country after
exploiting us for so many years.
They continue to attend board meet-
ings. And one gentleman’s job is to
tape-record the speeches made at
meetings. When ever the Tea Propa-
ganda Board in Colombo have any
problem, they promptly put it on the
ITMEB, and when the ITMEB finds
itself in a difficulty, it throws the
problem back on the Tea Propaganda
Board in Colombo.

The question I ask is why these
gentlemen who have left Ceylon,
who really should retire and start
planting their gardens with rose
bushes and so on, should take an
active interest in this business. The
Indians have left us, and we have
got ITMEB on our shoulders. We
are carrying Mr. Spiers certainly on
our shoulders. There is another
accounting department in the Tea
Propaganda Board also. This agency
is superfluous. It has no functions to
perform. The International 'Tea
Market Expansion Board ceased 1o
function in 1962 with the departure
of the Indians. Why are they still
carrying on ?

If it is a question of their getting
together of an evening, they should
form an ex-Ceylonese planters’
association or something like that
in London—I believe there is such
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an association there—and then they
can meet and chat about their good
old days in Ceylon. Instead of that,
they are paid director’s fees for every
board meeting they attend. For ins-
tance, Mr. Kenneth Crawford is
transported in a special carriage of
sorts.

Then, there is Mariadasan, your
representative from the Department
of Commerce and Trade, in London.
I can certainly vouch for Mr. Neville
Canekeratne and his interests. He is
a person who cannot be brow-
beaten by any European at board
meetings. I can also vouch for
Mr. Pathmarajah, who was acting
for and on behalf of His Excellency
the High Commissioner during his
absence. But Mr. Mariadasan is
always ill. Of course, if there is a
conference to be held in Switzerland
he will go, but when in London he is
always ill. It is a question of his
scratching Jesudasan’s back and
Jesudasan scratching his back, and
nothing else happens.

Mr. Mariadasan has asked that Le
be brought back to Ceylon. I do not
see any reason why he should be
allowed to continue to stay in Lon-
don when he prefers to come to
Ceylon. The best thing to do is to
send some Ceylonese whom these
people will not be able to get round.
They will at least fight our cause
there, because sometimes when
Mr. Canekaratne is unable to go it is
a question of Mr. Mariadasan being
just a silent spectator at all these

meetings.

These are the people: Mr. G.
Fellows, Mr. T. Kane, Mr. A. D.
McLeod, Mr. K. Morford, C.B.E.,

Mr. G. K. Newton—he is a gond
planter—and Mr. C. S. Pryor. All
these people have been given the
best at our expense. Now they have
left us for good and closed this
section down.

Then there is the question of the
vast difference in the salary scales
of the European and Ceylonese staff.
I think the Hon. Minister was told
that in 1968 there were two or three
increases in the salary scales of the

1969 &35 @8 9

2358

— s wend

Europeans. For instance, an Euro-
pean like Mr. Chambers or Mr. Spiers
will be getting roughly between £ 250
and £350 excluding their intertain-
ment allowance. But Ceylonese like
Mr. Agalawatte, Mr. G. Weeratunga,
Mr. Weerakoon, and Mr. S. P. Perera
who has already chucked up I believe
in disgust, are paid only £ 100 a
month. With this amount they have
to support their families, keep up
their status, dress well and pay their
flat rents. Flat rents are exorbitant
and food is high. Why cannot our

people be given a decent chance of
living there ? After all, this money
belongs more to them than to the
Europeon sector.

There was one Miss Cheryll Shroud,
an American model, whom I
happened to meet with some friends.
She told me that she was working
at the Tea Propaganda Board for two
weeks. Apparently, her agent was a
German. This was some advertising
campaign. When I brought this to the
notice of the Hon. Minister in his
office, Mr. Martenstyn said that he
did not know anything about it.
Subsequently he wrote and told me
that she was paid £ 50. I strongly dis-
pute the amount paid. This lady was
paid £ 50 a day. And for two weeks
how much would she have been paid ?
I do not know how the other moneys
are accounted for. I cannot see the

reason why, having so many Ceylo-
nese girls and even so many English
girls who know more about pouring
a cup of tea, an American model has
been engaged. If Mr. Chambers and

Mr. Jesudasan are interested in
kissing girls—[Interruption].

8. 8. 9CadW®» Ow (CrNeE
50D )

(8. M. 9. Q@Qomsrger—LsrCarer
@a)

(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)

To get a model cup of tea!
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(8. &. erer. scrarEET)
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

—we should not have to pay that
much. I say it is just nonsense.

Then you get a very old lady called
Mrs. Spiers who is in charge of the
catering section. To attend to the
opening of a tea centre in Cairo,
instead of asking the ambassador’s
wife, Mrs. Muttucumaru, who I am
sure has a better background than
Mrs. Spiers could ever have, and a
better taste, this English woman has
to be flown all the way from London
to Cairo and back. And who
approves ?  Mr. Martenstyn, the
little Elmer! When we take up
cudgels on these matters here in the
office, we find a better “ little Elmer ”

in your Permanent Secretary, Mr.
P. A. Silva.

eEemS
(958 rr e )
(The Chairman)

May I remind the hon. Member
that we have only five hours for this
Vote and there are so many more
Members to speak ?

8. 2. DY 5 0é .
(8. &. erar, saTeTRST)
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara)

I am sorry.

As the hon. Member for Divi-
nuwara (Mr. de Mel) said, if it is a
question of bilateral trade agree-
ments, then I too cannot see the rea-
son why we cannot tell the Soviet
Union to buy our tea direct from
either the Commodity Purchase De-
partment or another department
which is opened for the purpose or
even from Consolexpo in the same
way that they request us to buy from
their state-owned corporations the
various products we need.

I also cannot see any reason why
you cannot call for worldwide tenders
and persuade big selling firms like
Lyons, Liptons and Brooke Bond to
buy our tea on tender at a floor
price. They will then do their own

Bewldn 535 DeTVCH

2360

— MO BENd

marketing. Here it is a question of
marketing, not of production.
Unless the Government takes steps
to control the marketing of all our
products, particularly tea, we are
doomed. The Hon. Minister should
be given the wherewithal, the cadre
and the money to set up a big state
trading corporation for the take-
over of the tea trade and also to sell
our other export products.

Under cover of the tea trade you
find the Borahs and the Sindhis
smuggling out gems in the tea
packets. None of them allows any-
body other than members of his
family circle to enter his stores, and
the gems are introduced into the tea
packets in the night. After all, you
cannot examine every chest of tea or
bale of rubber. If you talk to the staff
of these firms they will tell you that
valuable gems are smuggled out in
the tea chests and bales of rubber.
Unless you make a constructive
attempt you will not be able to stop
these rackets. For the last four and a
half years both sides of the House
have been clamouring that some de-
finite action should be taken on this
question. Mr. Minister, please take
determined action this time to take
complete control of the export trade ;
if the export trade is controlled you
will earn far more revenue than you
do now and you can then cut down a
generous slice of the Tea Propaganda
Vote. Further, you will be able to
see that our gems get reasonable
prices in the world market rather
than allow them to be smuggled out
of the country in this fashion.

I also suggest that all government
departments, offices, corporations,
the Railway and even the Aviation
Department be encouraged to buy
their requirements of tea from you.
I think your Lion Brand tea tastes
very good. They should be asked
to purchase their tea from you and
stop purchasing from other firms
like Brooke Bond and Liptons.

You should also take steps to
gradually take over the entire inter-
nal market.
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You and the Hon. Prime Minister
are both aware that I brought certain
toffees and bottled tea to Ceylon.
Can you remember, Sir, in your
office when I asked Mr. Martenstyn
about these toffees he denied having
tasted them ? This is how the Tea
Propaganda Board is doing its work.
At every tube station in London you
find advertisements about Indian
tea. When two hon. Gentlemen from
this House, Mr. Percy Samaraweera
and Mr. W. P. G. Ariyadasa, were
in Scotland, they asked for Ceylon
tea, having scanned the breakfast
menu card, because they saw printed
on it only Indian and Chinese tea.
This is the kind of tea promotion
campaign conducted by our Tea
Propaganda Board—for whose benefit
I do not know! Apparently, it is
for the benefit of Englishmen.
Brooke Bond, Liptons and others are
getting their propaganda done by
our stooges here with our money
instead of spending their own money.
The Tea Council is also useless
because they are promoting Indian
tea. Something must be done about

this. I hope the Hon. Minister will,
with the permission of the Hon.
Prime Minister, go and see for him-
self. Unless you see for yourself it
is useless our coming and complain-
ing here.

es. on. 10.30

There are colossal markets open
to us in North Africa like Tunisia,
Libya, Morocco.
suade the Italians or the French who
have cultural contacts with these
countries to start selling teas for us.
There will be so many people who
will undertake this job provided they
get their commissions. We have no
objection to their getting commissions
provided we get a fair price. As it is
we are being undercut.
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wensB
(&G rreeri)
(The Chairman)

We shall give the hon. Member
permission for that.

@, & cwWsnsnem Ow,
(B oyi. 5. Cre@pruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

You cannot, Sir, because the sub-
jects are allocated.

BNV
(oy&&rrFeri)

(The Chairman)

To go to the devale.

@, & edmnmnen w,
(8w 2 8. Coprudsa)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

Even if I go to the devale they will
say that I should go to the Minister.

NS
(2@ rmeari)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member should have
taken this matter up under the ap-
propriate Ministry. I think it comes
under the Ministry of State.

g8 Y. OO, eueld (wSwsy
@z5%d)

(s flE erer. oribh. QuUCxTT—an"19 Wi
Cariien)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

I should think that it comes under
the Ministry of Industries. '

1969 e ®8 9
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@&, & cdsnsnemd S,
(8. oyi. o8, Coepruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

I think it comes under the Minis-
try of Commerce and Trade.

e NS
(S8 rrFer)
(The Chairman)

Anyway, the hon. Member’s time
is up.

. & cudmnsne Ow,
(D oyi. o8, Corepruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

The garages are commercial ven-
tures.

£3e
(oy&& rraeri)
(The Chairman)

We accept the hon. Member’s posi-
tion to complain to God, but his time
is up.

@8, & csnnem Ow,

(B oyi. 5. Coreypruis)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

It is pretty apparent that no
Minister is taking responsibility for
this and your suggestion must be
taken seriously.

ahda Y. 9. cuecldsbh
(soorfl@ erar. ern. QuCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He goes to the Lunawa Devale.

&l & NN O,

(5. . 5. Crepruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

I feel that some Hon. Minister must
take action with regard to this
matter. It is very necessary that some
kind of inquiry be conducted in re-
gard to this matter.
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QCoNIHN B .
(8@ Qomssger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
@wCencsd OB’ HR@O
CWEE -

Gesemnts

DHICHY 5 D

(B@. porger)

(Mr. Nawaratna)

RD. ®Ce®mcs @BTHPOCTE gemmes
cweg. @ GOBPS ey
Qedan ” BHDTL, ¢ cd Redan ! HODT,
“ sunsy et HEDE sam L0 I
500 DT BEWMHDHNHT e GV &0
DEIVO BICHO w2 ¥ Bem CJ
EHENDD B oo BRB® ¢ DS
5.

)

coemddBws &. L. 8. ZNOTHDHBY
(& g3)

(Qr_;ré;r_fi' i

Qi)

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

Mr. Chairman, I was filled with
amusement to learn of the remedies
prescribed for our tea industry by
the hon. Member for Deniyaya
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara) and others
who spoke of the disease which we in
Ceylon are suffering from, namely,
the low prices paid for our tea. I was
not here to listen to the hon. Mem-
ber for Devinuwara (Mr. de Mel) on
that matter. He has advocated that
the Government should buy a million
pounds of tea at every auction, that
is 40 million pounds of tea, as a
panacea for all the troubles that
plague the tea industry. Even if the
Government buys 40 million pounds
of tea, I do not know how that is
going to help the tea industry,
because the production of tea in
Ceylon is 500 million pounds a year
and in the whole world it is 1,500
million pounds. So, by buying 40
million pounds of tea, I do not know
how the Government is ‘going to
save our tea industry. The tea indus-
try will have to be saved not only
in Ceylon but also in the other parts
of the World. Here it is not a question
of saving ourselves only but saving
the whole world. All must save the
tea industry together. No nation can
save the tea industry by itself. That
is the trouble.

- ) . »
GrLD. @Y . ‘.fbﬂ'ﬁrfﬁ"?"ﬁﬁm-—’fb'av

Bewidn 0535 &7 VGH

2384
—zSED Bend
Formerly, tea was more or less
produced in ‘Ceylon and India. But
now there are 14 countries which
produce tea in increasing quantities,
especially Africa.

African countries have started the
growing of tea lately. They have got
all the advantages of our experience

‘to benefit them. They have got the

best possible land—elevated land—
and they have started extensive cul-
tivation of tea. They have better
machinery to manufacture tea; they
have cheap labour and are lightly
taxed; they pay few taxes. So, they
have many advantages over us.

The point I want to make is that
we cannot save ourselves alone. We
have to think of the tea industry from
a world angle.

Recently, at Mauritius, I under-
stand that 13 out of the 14 tea-pro-
ducing countries came to an under-
standing—of course, it has not yet
been firmly ratified—to reduce the
quantity of tea production in the
hope that the price of tea will rise. I
think it is very difficult for us to
place our trust in such a plan, for,
the African countries will not accept
and they cannot accept it. Some of
those countries have just started
producing tea. Some tea plantations
are one year old ; Others are two-year
and three year old. In the next four,
five, or ten years, their production
will expand rapidly. At their present
level of production, it is an unrea-
listic demand to make of them, that
they reduce production. It will not
be possible for them to do so. It will
be difficult for them to be a party to
such a plan.

So, I do not think the idea to con-
trol the production of tea will be a
success. Yet, I would earnestly ask
the Minister to consider the view-
point of these various countries
which are prepared to come to some
agreement to save themselves favour-
ably. I think I said this in the
Second Reading Debate. I do not
think you have taken note of it. You
were talking to the Hon. Minister of
Industries. Unfortunately you did not
hear me. If we can get all the 14
countries to agree on a minimum
price-for tea it will be good for all.
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Before doing that, the 14 countries
must agree on the gradings of the
various qualities of tea. They must
agree that such and such a quality
is tea No. 1. There must be a pool of
experts to decide on what is No. 1
tea, No. 2 tea, No. 3 tea, and so on.
Then we can fix a minimum price
for each quality. We should not ex-
port No. 1 tea at less than the price
fixed by law. Similarly in regard to
tea graded as No. 2, No. 3 and so on.
Then we will be able to control the
price of tea in the world market. To-
day there is no other way of control-
ling the production of tea.

The hon. Member for Devinuwara
Mr. de Mel, in the course of his
speech said something about the Tea
Propaganda Board. He said, “ We
must buy all the tea and export it.”
The point is, today we export, but
the distributing trade is in the hands
of a ring—Lyons, Brooke Bonds, Lip-
tons and Bushels in Australia. We
must remember that other people are
controlling the tea distribution. All
the grocers and all the tea shops in
England, Australia and South Africa
get their tea from these firms. They
have got a firm contract. I believe
they get a bonus or some such thing.
They will not sell our tea unless it
goes through these four big firms,
Brooke Bonds, Liptons, Lyons and
Bushels. The only thing we can do
is this. If at this end we control the
price and say, “ This quality of tea
will not be sold at less than this
price 7, I think that is the only way
we can escape this vice grip of these
rings of exploiters.

There is no point, as the hon. Mem-
ber for Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G.
Senanayake) said, in starting a war
with India on the production or mar-
keting of tea. We are the two
countries which produce the most
tea. Both countries can suffer the
most if we do not come to some
terms. I agree with him about tea
propaganda that we must have more
propaganda for Ceylon tea than at

present. Perhaps Indian tea propa-
ganda is being more vigorously pur-
sued than ours is, at the moment.
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Unfortunately, the Government is
not doing their own tea propaganda.
The Tea Propaganda Boards in Lon-
don and other countries are being
controlled by a pooling of the re-
sources of various estates companies.
They pool a certain amount of
money. From every pound of tea
they put apart one cent, half a cent
or something like that, and that goes
into their tea propaganda fund for
tea propaganda, and therefore they
have got a voice in the matter. The
man who provides the money has
also got a voice in the matter, and
they provide their machinery of pro-
paganda. Maybe, they have got an
American model as a very good pro-
pagandist. Sometimes it pays. But I
am not interested in these little mat-
ters which are not of any importance.

If we want to sell our tea, first of
all we must come to some kind of
agreement with other countries as to
the minimum price of each quality.
Before that we must come to an
agreement as to the various quality
standards. There must be a pool of
experts to decide on the quality
every three months or every six
months and to pass the quality as
such. Then we must have more
propaganda and we must all work in
unison. Today the big four in the tea
trade are exploiting us, because we
are each trying to get the better of
the others.

I do not think that the restriction
in regard to quantity will serve any
purpose. At least it will not help in
the matter of prices to any reason-
able extent.

My next point is in regard to our
other produce like coconut and
rubber. I have already stated earlier
—and I think it was also mentioned
by other hon. Members—that our
coconut oil is not getting the price it
should in the world market.
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That is because we send our coconut
oil in bulk in tankers—coconut oil
tankers, if you may call them that.
In the tankers you get the old oil
inside which has become rancid. So
the new oil also becomes rancid. The
quality of the oil which is exported
becomes quite different by the time
it goes round the Cape to its destina-
tion. Today it has got to go round
the Cape and then perhaps to
America. We must think of some
other way of exporting our oil. If
coconut oil can be hydrogenated and
made solid like butter, then it can be
exported in packing cases. The
quality of the coconut oil will then be
higher and we shall get better
prices. It will not easily get rancid
or spoilt. We have to think of our
exports and see how we can get the
best prices for them. Standardiza-
tion of quality and guality control
are absolutely necessary,

I remember that years ago an
uncle of mine had an estate in Kuru-
negala. He had papaws and he used
to extract the papain and export it.
It had a very good market then in
America, Then others also came into
this business and there was a big
i rusk for papain export. The result
was that certain untrustworthy, dis-
honest and greedy persons also
entered this trade and they started
exporting papain mixed with jak
milk and the milk of other such trees,
Because of this, we suddenly lost the
papain market in the world. I think
we should have strict quality control
on all our exports and impose severe
penalties on those who do not comply
with it.

The other day the hon. Member for
Deniyaya (Mr. C. N. Kannangara)
said that certain Indian traders—he
mentioned the name of Jafferjee
Brothers—were engaged in a racket
in gems under cover of exporting tea,
ete., to the Middle East. I think it was
an unfortunate and irresponsible
remark that he made. In this connec-
tion I should like to refer to the
question as to how we lost the tea
market in Iraq. She was one of our
biggest buyers. I met a representa-
tive of Iraq here and I asked Hhim,

Bewidn VB3 Ded DS

2388

— 2l Bend

“Why did you stop buying our tea ? ”
And he told me, “ Formerly, when
Hebtulabhoy and Jafferjee used to
send your tea we used to buy them
with our eyes closed because we
knew that it was good tea that they
were sending, but now the exporters
of your tea send adulterated tea, tea
mixed with all kinds of dead leaves.
We are sorry that we had to give up
buying your tea because of that.”
Subsequently, however, through the
efforts of the Minister, his staff, and
others in our foreign office, Iraq was
induced to buy our tea again. I am
saying this so that people who are
not in their proper senses—most of
the time in the day they are not in
their senses—will not come and
malign respected exporters who have
won the confidence of foreign coun-
tries. I think they should not be
allowed to come here and make such
statements,

Anyway, the tea that is bought by
Iraq is on a Government to Govern-
ment contract—if what was said is
correct then the Government of Irag
must also be in this gem racket
business—and therefore the allega-
tion made is a stupid and baseless
one.

I have spoken about tea and now
I want to deal with the question of
rubber.

0 By gy (DFLS wm Iel
GOB)

(Qsorras ey Quiit @@ Gir—aul 5 %,
wmrLirs SeL&EEn )

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando—Minister of
Commerce and Trade)

What about palmyra ?

ceDemnBes NN

(OLr&Lir [prsprgser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Presently I shall come to rubber..
I think in Malaysia they process
their rubber to a very high degree
before putting it on sale. Here, 100,
we can do the same thing. Of
course, we cannot expect the ordi-
nary producer to undertake this ;
bt the Government can buy all the:
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rubber at a fair price, from the pro-
ducer, process it and sell it in the
world market. It will enable the
country to earn from rubber much
more foreign exchange than what it
is getting today. For this purpose,
what we want is more research and
strict quality control.

&3, e, 11.30

Similarly, citronella, cinnamon,
cardamom and papain are some of
the other products in which we
should conduct further research in
order to improve the quality of the
products we export. In addition to
research, there should also be a
system of quality control. We
should also see what other products
we could make out of these things.

Now, palmyra was mentioned. It
can be utilized for various purposes,
for example, for our own consump-
tion. Out of palmyra leaves you
can make a special kind of fibre
which is as good as any of the arti-
ficial fibres made anywhere. Here,
too, a lot of research has to be done.

Then again, in Jaffna we get
chanks and beche-de-mer which have
a very good market abroad. A
co-operative society in Jaffna con-
trolled by a few exporters had a
monopoly of these, and they ex-
ploited the poor fishermen. Since
they had the monopoly they gave
the poor fishermen a small amount
of money, and carried on a trade
with Singapore and Hong Kong at
prices which were not commensu-
rate with world market prices, and
earned a large commission there. If
the private irade and the co-opera-
tive societies compete, we can get
much better prices for our chanks
and beche-de-mer.

There is also Jaffna tobacco which
had a good market in India. This
tobacco is called Malayalam tobacco.
But the Government of India Prohi-
bited the import of this tobacco into
India.

Then we have arecanut which
fetches a good price in India. Here
in Ceylon arecanuts are very cheap,
especially in the Kandyan \2nd
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Jaffna areas. Arecanuts can bring
in a very good income to this coun-
try. We can come to some trade
agreement with India for the pur-
chase of arecanuts in exchange for
her machinery. We can also sell our
tobacco to India on a similar basis.
Trade with India would be advan-
tageous to Ceylon because the rate
of exchange as between India and
Ceylon is favourable to Ceylon. We
can establish a two-way trade with
India. We do require machinery for
development, and India is one coun-
try that produces the various types
of machinery we require. Today,
India sells her machinery to countries
like the United States, England and
France. Last year, India sold
machinery for a thousand million
rupees to the Middle East alone. As
far as her machinery is concerned,
she has come up to the level of
countries like Japan and Germany.
So, we too can buy whatever mach-
nery we want for our national deve-
lopment from India with the
exchange in our favour, and sell to
India what they want and what we
are unable to sell. It will be profit-
able to both countries.

I have not made a study of the
operation of shipping lines. There-
fore I do not want to speak on it.
But there are certain things which
we know. Any shipping line we
start will have a tremendous amount
of interference from foreigners—
from the Norwegians, the English,
the Germans. They will try to
break our morale and make our
shipping lines bankrupt. I know
that when India started her shipping
lines she had to strive hard for a
number of years to keep it going.
Some even went bankrupt. Unde-
terred, others continued, and their
shipping lines are now on a fairly
sound basis. So, when we start our
shipping line we must be prepared
to put up with a tremendous amount
of rivalry, undercutting of freight
etc., and there will also be a tre-
mendous effort to make our venture
a failure. We must stand up to it.

The second point I wish to make
is that we chould concentrate on
trading more in the East than in the
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West. If we go to the West we
might not have sufficient cargo to
bring back home or to the East
because their cargo is tied up with
their own shipping. But we may be
able to get a better return if we
can look for cargo to be shipped to
the East. We shall be able to send
our own goods in our ships as well
as bring back goods from other
countries of the East. If the Hon.
Minister will remember these two
fundamental precepts, he will not
make any mistakes as far as the
shipping lines are concerned.

00, & &. M3l @w. (can’
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(The Chairman)

Before the hon. Member proceeds
any further, I would like to have it
on record that I am allowing him t{o
speak because he has started to reply
to the Hon. Minister; what he
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states is not relevant at the Commit-
tee stage. He is really making a
Second Reading speech, and as such,
if I allow the hon. Member, every-
one will want to speak and reply to
others in the same way. I would ask
the hon. Member to be as brief as
possible. This is the Committee stage,
and I cannot really allow a Second

Reading speech.

OCaED 5 Sed.

(8@ Qovmarger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

eene®, @ & emdu QWO
9348 WSBIh.

dey &F. 8. LwpBw, cc@BenE eed 5%
sz, 90, 8. ¢ candn, 8. 8. 8. »g
ace, 8. 8. 9CcaéT =, 3. 8. eI
el sy, By @y wm g e
DEST B cmpHnE BB B  WDED.
9, g BwnG ecrxn® @n d DBYP&K
DBy g w6 ¢@F T swgem.

Dedendrsnwm BB & Cmn B3¢
oed ssewnsy gy DOCE eNOM®
w0 Dée WETC 988wy 503
o €Pee GBS dg wmemzsd =6
BRI, OB woDw £ A
cwsy & Gozmn Bewed vwfse ccda
wnend Den D0 F ¢ IG S WG
Do BRem A2 gs LB
ey 5. 2@Fed Ewmcd G yh
By gG @bemwmO emgb 8 BawE,
DT ® B0 wmsed «OHE ©@IBTR
20w BPeow D Ehdw ¢DE, gy
NEHE @ pude Déo HED wean DY
8wd @88uzmy ¥m GO
DRcES NN

& géREE EBe®synd Swiidh
8w DT YD edmed Yew. 1960
Ot G BDCened 8 ges emndEl DrewsI
68 »ée BOT &wo. 1960 EE Svwmed &
98 @ Béencwsy Sur8wd md
»5f BCw CAew. D& 8O dunmf BwO
GENCHBIE DD ONBIO nen €¢I
e, 88cOE wlwdhd vrEw 9dvf
8 8. o wmewsd ©gg 1962 &

1069 el ®8 9

2398

—de BEnd

RO pamwy @B Jemw. 1964 & 3E
@Y ) WOy enwy @B deny gud,
D® gRLdeE® vy OB Henw
@B JYemn. D8 08Be®syy W Hem
ewe D OFBRHDbewmen Heny
QwdDC Den®B83Y® pEe Suwy, DHOBY
CEDNED HEHO HNEGo Hch. 6O Bod
Cen ICeDrwryd anewy Bog®
DETN6® ge gty S Bwd O i
S B3x8h.

DE® 6Dge GOBDNS O BHP
65NCIR e [dh HE@] b @
ORROB, dmmem 3@ weand €&
wéem o @ wensy wEen.
D& e SBRVbeme e mée meg
NN, 8D DNZNEBDHT Ch oD
. 30 wv sy @y gumn
Ernewm ¢ OEE GO@BDEwWw JwewsI
o¥d 882 & wmndena wdIBTD
ewsy @ Dwsyery DuCend.

0oDemNEw BNOBND Y
(QLr&Lii praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

On a point of Order, Sir, The
speech of the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa is very interesting, but he
is completely out of Order.

AT
( g,};é@ﬂ"mgwﬂf )
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member has not listened
to what I said. That is the trouble.
I have already stated that this will
not be allowed. If the hon. Member
for Nallur had raised the vpoint of
Order at the beginning I would have
given a Ruling on that. The hon.
Member for Kolonnawa has finished
speaking on that point and he has
gone on to another point.

ceDemn e BNABHNBY
(&L BraEprEer)
(Dr. Naganathan)

In conclusion, I say he is absolutely
irrelevant.
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1969 geaded) 22 SuBg oY end

&oned 1917 B BEeD, 984
HEBDNE et B BeRBIL.

“1 can tell you, for the benefit of this
House, that we approached the UAR

Government, we approached the Iraq
Government, we approached the
USSR Government, we approached the

companies that were functioning in those
countries, and those countries were not
prepared to offer us tais oil. That is the
simplest answer. Those countries had no
oil to offer us—the particular type of
oil. And what happened ? We offered
this on a global tender. A book was
opened . ... "—[OrrIcIAL REPORT, 22nd
August 1969 ; Vol. 86, c. 1917.]

and so on.
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(The Chairman)

Order please ! Is the House agreed
that we go on after 12 Noon to enable
the hon. Member for Kolonnawa to
fiinish hs speech and to enable the
hon. Appointed Member (Mr. Anna-
malay) to speak for ten minutes ?
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(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of In-
dustries and Fisheries)
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(Mr., V. Annamalay—Appointed Mem-
ber)

Mr. Chairman, I should like to con-
gratulate the young and energetic
Minister of Commerce and Trade for
all the steps he is taking in regard to
the tea trade. I am sorry to see, Mr.
Chairman, that almost every Mem-
ber in this House mourned about tea.
I do not think any Member spoke on
these Votes without some reference
to tea.

What is our policy ? That is the
question before us. Why all this wee-
ping and mourning ? We all know
that this particular trade which
brings in all our foreign exchange s
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in the hands of a monstrous, mono-
polistic combine, and unless there is
a change in that situation and we are
able to handle the trade ourselves,
better late than never as the saying
goes, we are again going to be in the
same sorry plight.

We have had a commission, we
have gone on delegations, and agree-
ments are supposed to have been
reached. There is the Mauritius
Agreement which says the world out
put has to be reduced by 90 million
pounds. It is not necessary for us to
do this because automatically the
production is getting lower because
of quality plucking. I do not think
we need to worry about diversifi-
cation of our crop at the moment.
I am sounding a note of warning on
that matter.

I would like to ask the Hon. Minis-
ter, when we all know that tea is
selling in foreign markets at exhorbi-
tant prices, what are we getting to-
day ? We do not get one-twelfth of
the price fetched by tea outside. As
I have said earlier, I have had occa-
sion to visit Japan. Also I have had
occasion to go to London and meet
friends there and they have told me
that tea has a market in those coun-
tries.

In Japan tea is sold at Rs. 13 a
pound, in America at Rs. 25 a pound,
and in the Continental countries a
pound of tea costs between Rs. 18
and Rs. 20. So I would ask, what is
happening in between to send the
prices soaring so high ? Why are we
getting low prices? Who are the
people who are profiting by it ? It
may be the freight charges that send
the prices up or it may be the middle-
men.

We are not at war with England,
and England is not at war with
Ceylon. The moment we talk about
tea and make our proposals, some
think that we want to take drastic
measures, and that the outcome of
it all would be that England would
not buy our tea. That is not correct.
We are in the Commonwealth and we
buy so many things from England.
The bestopart of the tea estates in the
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up-country are owned by Britishers.
So, they have their interests in
Ceylon as well.

I, therefore cannot understand
why we cannot negotiate direct with
the United Kingdom Government ins-
tead of going through these mono-
polists. Why do we not try ? Why do
we not discuss it with the U. K.
High Commissioner ? Why do we not
discuss it with the U. S. Ambassador ?
Why do you not allow our foreign
missions abroad to have a branch to
sell our tea? Why should we not
go to the extent of even offering a
commission for every pound of tea
that is sold abroad ? I think our
approach has got to be completely
different.

Having had an industry for over a
hundred years and having developed
a high degree of productivity and
high output through research, to talk
of closing down tea estates and
planting the land with other crops
is not the solution. After all, we
might have to experiment with the
diversified crop for another fifty years
or so and then find that we have to
give that up also. It will be a case
of going from one to the other. I
think we have got to study closely
the barter trade. We import certain
things from England, and if they can
demand fixed prices for their finished
products we too must ask for a fair
price for our tea. That should be our
approach. |

Time and again we have discussed
the subject of tea. I think the Hon.
Minister must move a little faster.

We need not nationalize for the sake
of nationalizing or because other
countries have nationalized their
banks and so on. Let us not get cold
feet. Let us all face the crisis and
adopt remedies to meet the situation.
If there are any difficulties, the plan-
tation workers are prepared to share
those difficulties.

Sir, I am told that when I speak
in the House I shout. I am sorry,
Sir, but I am used to that. I get
automatically worked up.

1969 w35y 808 9
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(The Chairman)

I have not pulled you up.
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(Mr. Annamalay)

No, Sir, you have not pulled me up.
I mean no harm, but there is a lot of
heartburning on how this question of
tea is handled.

The other day I happened to meet a
Canadian gentleman when travelling
to Kandy in the observation saloon.
We made friends and I invited him to
come and see some of our tea planta-
tions. He could not find the time, so
we sent some tea to him. He is
Mr. A. T. Jenkyns of 916, 36th
Street N. W., Calgary 42, Alberta,
Canada. He has written a letter to
me. It is addressed to “V. Anna-
malay, Nuwara Eliya, Ceylon, India.”
He says in his letter—

“Yesterday we received a gift box of
Ceylon tea! A real surprise, I must ad-
mit. When I took it home from work
that night, my wife was thrilled. @We
made ourselves a cup of the finest tea
and drank to your health.”

I hope he drank to the health of
Ceylon.

“We shall never forget your friend-
Ship i i an Since we returned we have
shown pictures and told the stories of
our trip. I wish I had some 35 mm. slides
of tea being grown etec., to tell my audi-
ences of Ceylon tea business. I have many
f_lides of Ceylon but not of tea planta-
ions. ”

I am just mentioning this matter so
that if the Hon. Minister can help,
this gentleman might be sent some
35 mm. slides about the tea indus-
try. It is people like this who can
help more than the Tea Propaganda
Board in the promotion of Ceylon tea.

Then, Sir, the Government is insist-
ing on quality teas being produced on
estates. We welcome that. We want
an improvement in the standard of
our teas. At the same time I like to
ask, what is the Government doing
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on the other side ? Compared to the
1967-68 prices, the price of fertilizer
has gone up to Rs. 500 a ton. Now the
Government has introduced so many
taxes. Take the case of ad wvalorem
duty. On the one side they say,
produce good tea. On the other side,
you fix an ad walorem duty from
Re. 1.85 to Rs. 3.25. Any tea that
sells between those two rates, they
take away 50 per cent. On the one
side they want to reduce the quantity
and to improve the quality. On the
other side, when the quality is
improved, they do not give any relief
to mid-grown and low-grown teas,
which are particularly affected by the
ad valorem duty. Why cannot the
Government relieve mid-grown and
low-grown teas from this ad valorem
duty and confine it only to high
grown teas? If they still want to
keep it, why do they not place it
over Rs. 2.25 a pound, so that those
plantations that are going through
a difficult period to find employment
for the workers by keeping the indus-
try going can get some relief ? The
Government cannot have it both
ways.

When we talk about tea and the
cures for the ills of the industry,
really it is a matter that concerns
not only the Ministry of Commerce
and Trade. It also concerns the
Ministry of Agriculture and Food and
the Ministry of Finance.

I believe there is a high-powered
commitiee now sitting of Ministers
and departmental heads which is
going into the question of the export

trade. But this relief to the mid-
country and low-country estates
should be given soon; otherwise

they will not be able to raise their
heads. Quick oxygen should he given
to save the life of the patient. It is
no use saying that there is a commit-
tee sitting and going on talking and
discussing.

Why should you pay Rs. 2 million
by way of rebates ? Reduce the pay-
ment of rebates by giving an oppor-
tunity to the producers to produce
the best quality teas giving them an
incentive for that. Let the prices of
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the best qualities go up. Then we need
not have to pay any rebates. But when
they get their price do not fix the
ceiling of duty from Rs. 185 to
Rs. 3.25 and take away half. Take
anything above Rs. 2.25. Take half or
75 per cent. There is no harm in
taking anything above that because I
know that in the last month or the
month before some teas fetched as
much as Rs. 15 or Rs. 18 a pound.
When you have the ad valorem duty
of 50 per cent on teas that sell bet-
ween Rs. 1.85 and Rs. 3.25 a pound,
those estates that sell their tea above
Rs. 3.25 a pound are well off.

There is one other matter that I
should like to refer to, namely
Ethoka Limited. The hon. Member
for Divulapitiya (Mr. Jayakody) said
that Mr. Thondaman and all the
labourers are getting together and
taking shares in this establishment,
and that a commission should be
appointed immediately to 9o into this
matter. This is a registered company,
We first tried to have it registered
under the Co-operative Ordinance,
but we were told that stateless people,
non-nationals, could not do so. The
next thing we could do was to have it
as a registered company to give these
poor workers a chance of raising
their standard of living. I cannot
understand the meaning of this. If
British workers in England can own
shares in Ceylon, and own estates in
Ceylon too—for instance, Bahar-
undrah Estate, Bowhill Estate, Ula-
pane KEstate, Kolapatna FEstote are
some of the estates owned bv British
workers—cannot our  plantation
workers who toil in the estates, be
they Sinhalese, Muslims, Tamils,
stateless people or anvbody else,
own shares of an estate? A lot is
said about socialism, social justice,

unity and so on. I have always
watched the hon. Member for
Divulapitiya very sharnlv He is

the best representative of the capi-
talist class here although he helongs

to the S. L. F. P. The hon. Member
for Divulapitiya is the
spokesman of the capitalist class,
particularly of the plantation people
in his area. I should like to request

always
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him to give up his communal,
slavish ideas and work for the
progress of this country.

3ENB %

(&S rreeri)

(The Chairman)

The Sitting is suspended till 2 p.m.
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Sitting accordingly  suspended  till

2 p.M. and then resumed.
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(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for
permitting me to speak for a few
minutes on the Votes of the Hon.
Minister of Commerce and [rade.

First of all, I would like to take
up the question of surcharge and the
charter shipping that is negotiated
by the Ministry of Commerce and
Trade.

There have been many discussions
regarding this question of surcharge.
At one time it was said that the
surcharge was imposed because the
turn-around of ships in the Port of
Colombo was slow. Next it was said
that ships were being held wup
because of various labour disputes
and therefore the surcharge had to
continue. It was also said that the
Port of Colombo was not sufficiently
mechanized and that was another
reason for the slow turn-around of
ships.

I believe that several years have
gone by since the surcharge was
imposed. I would like to know from
the Hon. Minister of Commerce and
Trade what the position is regarding
this question of surcharge. I know
that various discussions have taken
place. I would like to know the
position in regard to Conference
Lines and the question of surcharge.

3——38 6721—810 (69/9)
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As you know, the major shipping
concessions or shipping rights in the
Port of Colombo in relation to im-
ports and exports have been made
available to Conference Lines. Now.,
Conference Lines have an arrange-
ment whereby, if their carriers are
unable to call at the Port of Colombo
for discharge and loading of exports,.
they give the concessions they have
to other companies that are linked
up with them for the discharge and
loading of produce from Colombo.

Conference Lines have given a
permanent agreement or a discharge
quota to only two ports in the Medi-
terranean, namely, Bengahzzi and
Rejack. Now, most of our teas to
the Middle East, if they are unable
to be carried on Conference Line
carriers, according to the permanent
discharge agreement of Conference
Lines, can be carried by any other
carrier of a company that has the dis-
charge certificate or agreement with
Conference Lines. Any of those carri-
ers can pick up cargo from Colombo
to the Middle East, to Bengahzzi and
Rejack. This dispensation is allowed
to companies that have agreement
with Conference Lines. If there is no
Conference Lines carrier to pick up
our teas, and if there is no other
carrier which has this dispensation
order from the Conference Lines to
Bengahzzi and Rejack or any other
port in the Mediterranean, then what
happens ? Our teas get held up in the
port here.

Recently, just a couple of months
back, there was a consignment to
Beirut of 2,500 tons of tea which was
held up because there was no Confer-
ence Line carrier and no other carrier
that had a dispensation order from
Conference Lines. For almost three
months these teas were held up. In
the result, there was an accumulation
of other teas here in the Colombo
market which had buyers in the
Middle East but which could not be
shipped because the original con-
signment had still not been deli-
vered and there was no carrier to take
them, I would request the Hon. Min-
ister, until some solution is arrived
at, to discuss this matter with
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Conference Lines and find out
whether it is not possible to have this
dispensation agreement of Conference
Lines extended to any other carrier to
cover all ports in the Mediterranean
as a primary step towards some solu-

tion of our shipping problem.

Apart from this, the actual market-
ing of tea on price value also suffers,
because if this particular consign-
ment of 2,500 tons of tea is not clear-
ed from the Port of Colombo by a
given date it accumulates a demur-
rage charge of half a cent a pound
per day.

Now, what happens to the shipper ?
Apart from the country itself not be-
ing able to get one of its prime ex-
ports out and get its foreign exchange
earnings in time, it loses a repetition
order from a foreign market. The
producers here have to suffer because
when the shipper is faced with a loss
he is going to pass it to somebody
else. This is very important and I
would ask the Hon. Minister to take
this matter up as quickly as possible
with the shipping lines.

The question of charter shipping is
very much in the air these days. I
wish to congratulate the Hon. Minis-
ter for grappling with this subject. It
is no easy matter because he is up
against very powerful cartels. There
will be heavy lobbying, pressures of
various types, and the advantage of
one against the other is hard for you
to discern and satisfy yourself about
at the moment. I suppose it will only
come by trial and error in many
instances. But I wish you luck. I
should like to tell the Hon. Minister,
whether you are going to come up
against difficulty or not, whether
your first venture is going to be pro-
fitable or not, you must, as quickly as
possible, take this matter up and not
postpone it any further. Whether
by your action you are going to be
found fault with or a bouquet is going
to be placed at your doorstep, you
should still grapple with the situation.
The Hon. Minister has shown a lot
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2416

— oD BENd

of courage in meeting problems
instead of running away from them
or passing them on to committees.

There is not enough time, so I can-
not elaborate on each point that I
make. I leave it to the good sense of
the Hon. Minister.

The other question is about the tea
prices. These are matters that have
been raised on the Floor of this House
umpteen number of years. Much has
been said about them and I do not
want to repeat the same points that
have already been raised in this
House.

I want to bring another matter to
the notice of this honourable House
which would strike you as very
pertinent. In 1964 when a moratorium
was introdued by the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera)
then Minister of Finance, although
the average price in the tea market
was not as high as it could be there
was a remarkable depression in the
maket—a depression that one cannot
explain—and that depression has con-
tinued even since. Judging from the
world market prices quoted by the
hon. Appointed Member (Mr. Anna-
malay), from Japan to London, from
the Continent to the United States,
and even in the socialist countries
and in the Middle East where tea is
purchased and marketed in large
quantities, you find that the markets
are very bouyant, and there has been
no depression in those markets. Some
of these markets averaged prices
between Rs. 15 and Rs. 20 over the
last five to six years. There has been
a steady market for tea in those
countries. I find that in the U. K,
which has persistantly been out big-
gest buyer of tea, the market has been
fluctuating between about Rs. 8 and
Rs. 12 over the last six to seven years,
or, say, within the last six years.
have gone through the selling price
to consumers, and I find that it has
been fluctuating between Rs. 8 and
Rs. 12.

The question has been raised:
What then is happening to the
difference in the prices that we, as a
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prime porducer, get for our produc-
tion and the prices at which tea is
being sold at the other end ? To me
it appears as if there has been a
systematic depression of prices in
our tea market. You cannot get
away from it, because it is so very

apparent.

I should like to put forward one
theory or argument for the benefit
of the House and for the considera-
tion of the Hon. Minister. Before I
proceed, may I say that I am expect-
ing the tea market to quicken or
appreciate before the end of this year.
I am making a bold statement here
that tea will probably improve by
about the end of this year, although
I know that November and December
are the heaviest or flush months for
tea. With all the additional produc-
tion coming into the market, yet I
think the prices of tea are going to
be better than those offered now.

And why so? When the mora-
torium was introduced it affected
chiefly those sterling companies
which had heavy drawings from this
country by way of returnable divi-
dends. These sterling companies had
achieved good business in the tea
industry when the moratorium was
introduced- I am happy the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) is here—he will correct me
if I am wrong. Under his regulations
pertaining to the repatriation of divi-
dends he stipulated that dividends
under 7 per cent. could be repatriated
without direct reference to the Ex-
change Controller. So you will see
that it would not be in the interest of
those companies with foreign hold-
ings to declare large dividends : as a
matter of fact, I say that if large
dividends were declared it would be
to their disadvantage—the smaller
the dividend the quicker the repatri-
ation. If it was less than 7 per cent.
they could repatriate the dividend
without reference to the Exchange
Controller. It has been going on for
some time.
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Now, there has been a considerable
release on the amount of the morato-
rium held by the Ceylon Government.
From what I know—and I take res-
ponsibility for saying this on the
Floor of this House—some companies
were making a new issue of scrips. If
you have 2,000 shares they issue an
extra 1,000, or one share per two
shares. That would mean that if you
had a dividend of 12 or 15 per cent,
and the shares were increased in the
ratio of 1: 2, where you had to dec-
lare 12 or 15 per cent., you would now
declare less than 7 per cent.

There is a regulation under the
Companies Ordinance which states,
I believe, that you cannot turn into
dividends that which has already
been declared as your general re-
serves or capitalization on your busi-
ness. There is a school of opinion or
thought which says that this is money
on which tax has been already paid
as earned income and that you are
quite justified on giving it out in a
fair way as a bonus share and dec-
laring a dividend on it. My theory
is that many companies have done
this, and now with the prospect of
repatriation being made easier, they
would be in a position to pay a better
price for our tea. That is why I say
that the price of tea would probably
improve very, very soon.

All this goes back to the problems
of the tea industry itself, for the
solution of which many theories have
been advanced. One was the taking
over of the commanding heights of
the economy ; another was what I
myself had suggested on the Floor of

this House, that all sterling compa-
nies should have their registration or
business transferred here to Ceylon
and thus become rupee companies ;
there was the third school of thought
which said that the Governmeny
should make an effort to purchase the
shares of the sterling companies and
make them available to Ceylon

capital.
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I find that the present economic
situation in Ceylon may not permit
us to be as expensive as we wish to
be regarding the future of the tea
industry in any one of the maiters I
have already mentioned.

There is one thing which we can
possibly do and which I very
earnestly hope the Minister of
Commerce and Trade will do before
much more time is spent, that is, the
amendment of company law. The
Hon. Minister says it is ready for
presentation in Parliament. It is
through this that we can get some-
where in this matter. It may not be
satisfactory or a hundred per cent. to
the liking of wvarious groups or
parties in this House, but it is some-
thing in the right direction.

Company law as it stands
today is antiquated, outmoded. It
does not meet the set-up of business
and enterprise as it obtains in the
country today. I do not Kknow
whether it will be possible for the
Hon. Minister—I am making a
suggestion and that is why I
wanted to speak for a few minutes
today—to bring into his company
law, before he presents it to the
House, some idea as to the capital
formation of companies, whether the
Government can have control over
it. I do not know whether the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) will support that. As I say,
it may not be possible for us to do
everything, but through this I feel
that his country will have better
control over its own affairs, parti-
cularly in the field of iis prime
industry. '

That is all I want to say. I have
taken only 20 miutes and I thank
yvou for your kindness.

Hndw sy, 8. cueds

(sor BB erer, erid. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Before I start I want to say a word.
I am glad that the hon. Member for
Kundasale (Mr. Wijesiri) is hers

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

Hew S O3 e VCw

2420

—lD BENd
e @ cdm® 65083 gRedm
& meddmed OIPDlwn (Eeda8
Ow.) ®8 3G e »mé Beadm
cfernd o O0»  HOF swf
DDEDD BN, @ eBE By »
Pedacer mmmsd Eme BCh dwsf
D onm scHnsy D685 & 6@ ad
enedE 8@ cnesd worpm BeNBE

el eonecwzS BIed BSE e
cexYesy @we BT Sovf@wny

3B0® @ ME BEAD I OEH GO Bnes
@y Besocs 2w & @EP@@@J (St
D6 BDEHD. & o ey A
@530 G & enes 8¢C G wxInd
M8 B RBew mméemw 8 g BCO
colme ce DEE cthwmne Dow
et DeneE OI5DEm B Bed
. WEIVeNeC IV e® 88
e ecrnlw HNE® am & mes
Q) €DHh. DY rnsyew F gdad

cd€ deed N DNE® 6E D
e OVHD6wO ecuryd @

Beam D & ¢ 29 & Ln
DIWwBE BDurlem. MeddthecE ©5IH)
Déwmeef SR chem® sunsr’ D &
¢y, DGem =WmE ¥ S8edn
g @BgsY 9O Sexn. O
edwenGy &EBmede w9 &
cadEm e’ ¢@ ctadolm
FOnBw D 6@ o  wenecdgdnY
B800&dn 26O Seddmw @S
. & T 285 5O DEeHebTI D
cdsyemzmy mxen. & @QE8sT mE
WD b8 Ko 65T ¢ 0 BE,
30 8 Bcony. Bmed B8 @vsi®w
B N 0B9dHEm el mee
. e e® Wmben B e ™C

55 Nb8ws e’ HR & BHDed. gudc
S8 96 BeAmIDws D & DO, g
Sewd BO exncdB DEmm GIBRS
e® g@ummcww nd ony ¢ BCO® gdbie
s Bfewd mben 852 &
c® =wGeh gfBuxy »E BedmE.

DYDY @Y nrlel Swfewmen
WO D & B efdFT dbew
2% @ e55Y mE DE
M. S E & & o 25)(3)0 DE5Y

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4

A2 AL

= e R

A

2421
Suddm smsf emBuwm, 1969-70

esY mum. esedwlm Wben <endE
DY dwrewHB ¢® DV® cew BB
e e .

- Mr. Chairman, now I want to say
a few words about the question of
company law. I am glad that the hoa.
Parliamentary Secretary ended his
speech by dealing with that question.
I am also glad that the Hon. Minister
has undertaken to bring the neces-

: sary legislation. I remember that

the hon. Joint Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa) under-
took to co-operate with the Hon.
Minister on this matter, but unfor-
tunately, due to various reasons, he
could not find the time. He was
hoping, I think, that you would sub-
mit some sort of draft on which he
could have expressed an opinion.
Anyhow, if the Hon. Minister has a
draft ready, I am sure the hon. Joint
Member for Colombo South will be
prepared to give any assistance that
the Hon. Minister wants and make
suggestions with regard to company
legislation, particularly in view of
his experience on the auditing side.
The most important matter is the
auditing aspect of company law.

NG Be @sNsY¢
(CQsorros anfluy QuiemamGrr)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

We were trying to get at him but
he was not available.

pde Y. 0. euedd

(soorfG erer. eriv. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All of us are busy people and we
cannot always find the time. In fact,
I discussed this matter with him this
morning and he said that he was
quite prepared to find some time to
discuss this question. As I said, the
most important question is the ac-
counting side of it. I drew your atten-
tion to Mr. Hepworth and other peo-
ple who fudged their accounts, given
in a reputed firm like Rowlands. I
think we have to rectify this position,
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and I do hope the Hon., Minister will
find some time to go into all these
matters.

Now I want to pass on to something
else. On 18th June 1969 I sent a letter
to the Hon. Minister of Finance—I
am glad that he is here—with copy
to the Chairman of the Insurance
Corporation. Up to date I have had
no acknowledgment either from the
Hon. Minister or the Chairman of the
Insurance Corporation. Just consider
my position: a Member of Parlia-
ment writing a letter to the Minister
of Finance or the chairman of an im-
portant corporation and not getting
even an acknowledgment !—
[Interruption]. Yes. the letter is
dated 18th June 1969. Fortunately, I
keep typed copies of all these letters
that I write. You cannot say that you
did not get it.

O @ D DI BN (e ¢ OB)

(Czorrey 1wy 9. ouswefl prudss—-58
S IDFEFIT)
(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake-—

Minister of Finance)
You have sent a reminder ?

s Y. 9O, cuedsb
(sar s erer. erip. QuUCTrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

If T have to keep on reminding
Ministers about their duties——

BensB

(&R rreer)

(The Chairman)

He is speaking of the practice in
his department.

pDde O5Y. 90, ewedd
(serfl& erer. b, QuUlrym)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I shall read out the letter in ques-
tion because it is on a very impor-
tant matter.

“My attention has been drawn to a
claim made by the Life Insurance Cor-
poration of India for a refund Rs. 9
million from the Inland Revenue Depart-
ment of Ceylon. I am informed that
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already a refund of Rs. 5 millioa has
been sanctioned and cut of this Rs. 3
million has already been paid. Mr.
Swaminathan, Director of Invesiments of
the Life Insurance Corporation of India

has come to Ceylon and is negotiating for
a further release of Rs. 4 million. "—

It is not a small sum of money.
They are asking for Rs. 9 million.

—“From such information as I could
gather, I am of opinion that the claim
made by the L. I. C. of India is an
exaggerated claim. I would, therefure,
like a fuller probe into this question by
a responsible and knowledgeable person
or persons. As you are perhaps aware,
this is a highly technical question deal-
ing with life insurance practice. I wouid,
therefore like you to take the initiative
in suspending these negotiations until a
fuller probe is made by competent
persons.

T am also concerned to know that the
L. I. C. of India has suspended life insu-
rance claims made by Ceylonese who
hold policies of the L. I. C. of India cn
the plea that they are unable to pay up
pending the refund c¢laimed by :shem. [
cannot accept this position of the L. I. C.
of India because ever since 1956 when
they stopped new business in Ceylon, it
has continued to collect premia on their
policies prewviously taken. There should,
therefore, be sufficient money for the pay-
ment of their maturing claims in Ceylon. ”

I am concerned with the sum of
Rs. 9 million. It is not a joke. You
have not even acknowledged a letter
on a matter as important as this. I
am sorry that the chairman of your
corporation has not thought it fit to
look into this matter. After all, it is
a highly technical matter—I do not
think I am competent, but the people
with whom I discussed it said that it
is a highly technical matter—and it
is desirable that some people from
here should go to India to verify the
position. I am told that it is a com-
pletely exaggerated figure that has
been put forward and they are likely
to try and bamboozle some of our
officials if they are not sharp on this
matter. That is the first point I want-
ed to draw the attention of the Hon.
Minister to.

aéL D5Y B3BNEGEL
(Caserren euaTel priidas)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Can I have that letter ?

Bewidm O35 e ACw®
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nndn Y. 8. cueld
(sor BB erer. erth. QuUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes. I tell you that this cannot be
unknown to you, because from other
sources 1 have found out that the
Inland Revenue Department has
taken cognizance of my letter. So,
it cannot be that you do not know.—
[Interruption]. That means you
got the letter, and you have not
acknowledged it. It has gone from
your depariment to the Inland
Revenue Department.

.@61 2DuY 5N

(QzorTe @I BTG )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

That means action is being taken.

Han DY, DO. eueld
(sorfE erer. ertb. QUGrTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How do I know ? You must at
least keep me informed of what is
happening.

My next point is on the question
of merchant shipping I do not
know whether the Hon. Minister is
aware of this: your Ministry has
practically eliminated the adminis-
tration report of the Director of
Merchant Shipping. I shall not say
it has been castrated—it is more
than that—they have practically be-
headed the report. I have got the
original of his report which deals
with the whole question of merchant
shipping. He has been critical, and
all his criticism has been deleted. I
do not know why. I do not have
the time to read all this; but the
director has dealt with the question
of the development of Ceylon ship-
ping and the report of the U.N.
advisers. He has gone into the
whole question. He might have
given us some useful information.
But, for some unknown reason, the
departmental report has no reference
to all that. All that has been deleted,
and I think the final report consists
of one paragraph which runs, “ There
is no change in the organization .
That is all that is there.
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I do not know why the Minister
thought it fit to delete all that. The
Hon. Minister might have good
reasons. I notice that the gentleman
concerned has protested, and his
letter says: “I forward herewith
the amended administration report
after deleting the following sections
In my report.” In point of fact, he
has protested about the deletion. I
do think we should have been
informed as to what is happening
with regard to this matter.

The next matter I want to deal
with is in regard to the shipping
business. I do not want to go into
it in detail, but I have urged here
that there is no reason why we
should have the Ceylon Shipping
Lines. The Government has a stake
in it ; we have a substantial amount
of money in it—I believe, about
Rs. 25 million.

cITNBHY
(Yy&@rreeri)
(The Chairman)
25 per cent.

@nde Y. 8. cwedb
(soorf5 erar. orn. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They have been existing for some
time. I had occasion in this House
to be critical of them. Anyhow,
they have gained a certain amount of
experience. Why do we not make
use of their experience ? We are
starting another shipping corpora-
tion. Why do we not get the benefit
of their experience for the purpose
of having a complete corporation,
amalgamating the two and bringing
them together ? I understand these
brokers are making a substantial
amount of money.—[Interruption.]
If you do that, you can eliminate
the brokerage that is being earned
by private individuals. I am told
that, in view of the fact that FEECs
can be earned on all brokerage com-
missions, the amount that these
people will get is going up to a few
million rupees. I think the hon. Mem-
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bers have seen the newspaper reports
on this matter. I think the papers
have published various detailed
reports on it. Here is the report in the
“Ceylon Daily News” of 29th
August, which refers to brokers
reaping the benefits.

_“The local and foreign brokers respon-
sible for chartering vessels for bringing
government food cargoes here now earn
Rs. 1,200,000 (local brokers) and
Rs. 2,380,000 (foreign brokers). With
the 55 per cent FEECs, the share of the
local brokers is about Rs. 1,750,000.”

Some of these earnings might well
be brought into our coffers, and the
Shipping Corporation can benefit
from it. I think eventually we stand
to gain a lot if the Ceylon Shipping
Lines and the corporation are amal-
gamated.

Sir, I read in the newspapers that
the hon. Member for Wennappuwa
(Mr. Festus Perera) has been talk-
ing a lot about fibre millers. Fibre
millers are apparently in a bad way.
I have some references here—the
hon. Member’s own statements. I
would like some information from the
Hon. Minister with regard to the
present difficult position in which
the workers are placed.

I remember reading a report of
29th August where the hon. Member
for Wennappuwa has referred to the
very sorry plight of the fibre millers.
This is what it says:

“S. 0. S. FROM FIBRE MILL WORKERS

The fibre market has crashed, and over
16,000 workers employed at fibre mills
have been thrown out of employment,
causing much hardship to several thou-
sands of the dependants of these fibre
workers. The shippers aret contrclling
the market. Though the Government
hes imposed a 30 per cent tax on the
shippers, they continue to earn a net

profit of 55 per cent. on FEECs.
The shippers have failed to
pass a reasonable amount from this

FEECs earnings to millers and workers.
Shippers seem to have a sinister motive.
The time has now come for the Fibre
Board to step in and set up central
machinery to purchase and export the
fibre to markets abroad, said Mr. Festus
Perera, M.P. for Wennappuwa, addressing
an emergency meeting of fibre mill
workersin the Wennappuwa electorate, ”
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I would like to hear what the Hon.
Minister has to say about this. If
true, it is a serious position, as a
large number of fibre mill workers
are in this sorry plight.

On page 7 of the Votes of this
Ministry there is provision in a sum
of Rs. 500,000 for the Ceylon Fibre
Board for the modernization of the
fibre industry. We should like to
know from the Hon. Minister pre-
cisely what he intends to do—
[Interruption.] That is a supplemen-
tary estimate and agenda for this
year. This provision is for the com-
ing year—another Rs. 500,000. We
would like to know how this money
is going to be distributed and what
precisely are the plans the Hon.
Minister has in mind.

The next point I want to pass on to
is in regard to the tea industry. A
conference of the tea producing coun-
tries was held at Mauritius. I see that
some people who are in the tea trade
are not very happy about the results
of the Mauritius agreement. I am not
prepared to take sides, but that is the
position. They have said this is not
going to solve the problem. Ninety
million pounds are going to be taken
off the total production in the world,
and how is that going to solve our
problem, they ask.

I think Warusavitharne has said
that you have already taken one
million pounds and it has had no
effect.

aé B ysNsY¢
(Qazerrar afluy Gui@yerCrm)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

The L. C. P. A. is for, but its chair-
man is against.

Ppdw DY, 8. cwedd
(sarfl@ erer. erib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am not taking sides in this busi-
ness. If you have succeeded in getting
some agreement on restriction in
output, I think that isoonedstepofors
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ward. That shows that you can come
to some sort of understanding with
the other countries.

If I remember right, I had discus-
sions in Kenya with some of the tea
producing countries and they said
that they were not prepared to come
to any understanding with us, that
we had enjoyed monopoly of the tea
trade, it was their turn now, and they
were going to produce as much tea
as possible.

If, as a result of the general reduc-
tion in tea prices, you have convinced
them and come to an agreement—
whether it is effective or not is a
matter yet to be seen—I think that
is some progress made.

What I want to know from the
Hon. Minister is, how is this quantity
of 90 million pounds to be worked
out ? Please tell us the details of the
dishtribution of the restriction of out-
put that is involved in this. I do not
know. I only remember some remarks
made by people in the Planning Min-
istry. They do not think that the
matter has been finalized as yet. I do
not know whether the Hon. Minister
has got more up-to-date information
in regard to the manner in which the
restriction of output is to be worked
out among the various producing
countries. I would certainly like to
get some information on that.

Then I come to the Iced Tea Centre
in Ceylon, There is a very interesting
article in the papers about it. Any-
how, there seems to be some sort of
wastage involved.

“ICED TEA COSTS HIGH

Board pays Rs. 32,000 in rent for un-
occupied premises ”

Surely, Mr. Minister, there seems
to be some bungling on the part of
Mr. Martenstyn who is supposed to
be the head of the centre here? I

have the details of the background
here.

“ Mauritius conference decision dis-
appoints producer interests .
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N a5y BN

(Qsarras aeret priidss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
What paper is that ?

Hnw uY. 0. cweld
(soorfE erar. erwb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Your paper.

8L DY BIBNCD
(Qsarras el pri&s)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

That is the only paper you are
quoting from.

@de O5Y. 88. eweld
(sarflE orar. orw. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

These are the so-called national
papers that we have. We have seen
recently how national they are.

I want to read this to you.

“In Januagy 1969 a building was rented
in the Fort for the purpose of opening a
tea centre. The rent of the building is
Rs. 4,032 a month.”

In May 1969 various posts were adver-
tised in the daily papers and interviews
were held after which a bevy of girls
were appointed and they assumed duties
on the 15th of July 1969.”

From January you have been pay-
ing rent.

“Boilers for the Tea Centre costing
Rs. 10,000 were to be imported from
abroad, and the Board decided in April
to order these from London, but Mr. Mar-
tenstyn was making inquiries from Aus-
tralia presumably with the idea of
helping his friend Sparkes a

to get
commission. ”

I am not in a position to say whe-
ther that is correct or not. I have not
been able to verify this. Anyhow, the
position is this. The Tea Centre can-
not start functioning till about Octo-
ber because the boilers have not been
bought. So from January to October
you are just paying rent and employ-
ing a bevy of girls. Maybe they are
beautiful girls. It may be worthwhile
paying them for their beauty.—
[Interruption]. I do not know how

they were selected. Maybe they were-

selected for their good lodk UB
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Whatever that may be, what is the
expenditure that you are incurring on
this ? Rent at approximately Rs. 4,000
per month will come to Rs. 48,000 a
year ; the salaries of six waitresses
and one manageress at Rs. 2,000 per
mensem will come to Rs. 24,000 ; the
salaries of three attendants at Rs. 550
per mensem will come to Rs. 6,600.
Then there are other items like gas
and electricity. The total cost of this
venture will be Rs. 85,800 per annum.

What are you going to get out of
this? The estimated return is
Rs. 1,500 per mensem. The profit
cannot exceed Rs. 1,500 per mensem
at the most.

My fear is that because the money
comes easily these people are rather
neglectful and wasteful in regard to
the manner in which they plan out
things.

There is another case that has been
brought to my notice. A temporary
accounts officer, Mr. Nadarajah,
was recruited in September 1966 for
the specific purpose of preparing a
fixed assets register. His term of office
was understood to be one year but
he is still continuing. He was there
at the end of June 1969. The job for
which he was recruited has not been
done. The auditors are of the view
that the fixed assets register prepared
by this gentleman is fit for scrap

paper.

In November 1968 the post of recep-
tionist/cashier at the Tea Counter,
Katunayake, was advertized. The
advertisement said that the appointee
will have to wear a distinctive cloth
and jacket style of national dress
while on duty, and that her main
function will be to meet visitors and
serve them with tea on arrival. She
will also act as cashier, for which pur-
pose security in a sum of Rs. 2,000
will have to be furnished. The salary
scale attaching to the post is Rs. 250
to Rs. 400 all inclusive plus a dress
allowance of Rs. 50 _per mensem. It
was_also-stated in,the| advertisement

it

“that preferenge, will belgiven to those
pesiding T or neifﬂunayake.

JAFFNA.
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In January 1969 a woman who did
not have the requisite qualifications
was appointed.

eBEO5Y HwiBoxy .

[‘@(D @a‘;lsi’(a')ﬁj.;&r ng@f&(@n)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

What were the qualifications ?

el Y. 8. cueds
(soorflf erar. er. QuBrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

One was that she should live close
to Katunayake. Another requirement
was that she should wear cloth and
jacket.

oS od. @d. LwuddA® (H¥s §oB
WO TP IEDACH W Bl  m
dodw DOwy 88 ¢@Bexy sy »EE
@2 eC W)

(Qzarrar  Ggg. ayi. sueui ger—@rr
BTES YbFFHLD 19T FLo D& F I LD
urgariiy, Qusfl dleisrs  yewssr g
LIT T T (@BLOGT D& &mﬁm(grﬁ@zqu')}

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence & External Affairs)

What are the vital statistics ?

@de Y. 8. cuedsd
(soorflg erer. orwb. QuUGrTrr)
(Dr. N M. Perera)

I do not know.

&. on. 2.45

In fact the woman appointed to
this post does not live anywhere near
Katunayake. She lives at Dehiwela.
She cannot converse in any foreign
language. Even her English conversa-
tion is very poor. She does not wear
cloth and jacket but is paid the dress
allowance.

The dress allowance was not paid
to her in January and February. Then
in March Mr. Martenstyn gave an
order to pay the allowance with
retrospective effect, even though she
does not wear cloth and jacket.

Bewlde 538 @7 DE®
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She does not perform her main
function as receptionist but is paid
the salary attached to the post. Till
the end of August she was only
issuing tickets to the visitors, order-
ing tea and collecting cash. She
works for only an hour or two a day,
covering just a few flights. During
most of the flights it is an attendant
who performs the duty of issuing
tickets.

I have also gone to Katunayake but
I have not seen this young lady.

NS DBY BBNGD

(Q@erras mm-"rﬁaﬁrxafrwuia;)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

That seems to be the whole trouble.

Hde SuY. 0. cuedsH
(sarfl@ erar. er. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is my complaint !

A DY BN

(Qserrar ool fruwds)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

That is the grievance you have

GensH
(gfé@ﬂ'mrw@
(The Chairman)

She must be hiding when the hon.
Member goes there.

e JuY. A, ouedsh
(BT flG) erer. erip. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is what happens
grow old, Sir!

Anyway, it was said that she can-
not function as a receptionist till the
counter in the transit lounge is ready.
Why appoint a person when the
counter in the transit lounge is not
ready ? Mr. Minister, please, there is
a degree of laxity in this whole set-up
with regard to your tea whether it is
here or in London. They think it is
easy money that is coming. They
keep doling it out to friends and
other people.

when we
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The hon. Member for Deniyaya
(Mr. C. N. Kannangara) made some
criticisms. There is a good deal of
substance in what he said. I am only
pointing these things out, and I am
not blaming you, Mr. Minister. These
are the people who have been ruling
this place for a number of years in
this lackadaisical way. Nobody is
trying to find out the facts. I am glad
the Hon. Minister is taking some
steps to reorganise this business.

I am told that prior to your move
to recognize the Tea Centre in
London they are doing their best to
appoint entirely new people so that
when you take up the question of re-
organization there would already be
new faces who have come in. I do
hope the Hon. Minister will be alive
to the position when it does occur.

Then, Sir, about this Mr. Martens-
tyn, who obviously is the man you
are having at the head of your organi-
zation: look at this—his trip to
North America, the U. K. and West-
ern Europe in June-August 1966. He
left Ceylon on 16.6.66 and he had
taken exchange to the value of £240
which at 1 sh. 6d. a rupee is Rs. 3,320.
He took £240. He also took U. S.
dollars 330, which is Rs. 1,585. That
trip cost us Rs. 4,905.14. The expen-
diture statement he submitted was
for Rs. 4,350 and there was a balance
refundable in foreign currency of
Rs. 554. What did he do ? He returned
to Ceylon on 7.8.66 and after a delay
of 714 days, which is nearly six
months, he refunded the balance
money in Ceylon currency after de-
ducting a sum of Rs. 68.80 for, as he
says, “ balance as set off against local
travel visas, passports,” and so on.
So, against this sum he has charged
the expenses incurred in getting his
passport, visas and so on.

This is not his first trip. On his
trip to India he has done the same
thing. On his trip to Australia, again
he has done the same thing. If
you have the head of your section
doing this kind of thing, what do you

expect subordinates to do? They
must also be lining their own
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pockets. They must be equally neg-
ligent and careless with regard to
their work. This kind of thing is
obviously no good for your whole Tea
Centre.

Now, Sir, I am sorry to make this
statement. This is about Mr. Merril
Fernando. He, unfortunately, happens
to be the son of a Minister. He has a
company of his own. He was at A. F.
Jones & Co. and for one reason or
another he got pushed out. He is now
managing director of Merril Fer-
nando and Company and he is an
adviser on tea, apparently—the Hon.
Minister will correct me if I am
wrong—to the Minister of Commerce
and Trade. He is a Member of the
Ceylon Tea Propaganda Board and a
member of the Tea Trade Commiitee
which decides policy for the Ceylon
Tea Traders’ Association. He is hcl-
ding responsible posts. He is the son
of a Minister.

a6 Ba BBNBY ¢

(Qaorra eml), GuienerCGrir)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)
Son.-in-law.

HAde IDuY. 8. eueld
(serpl& erar. erb. QuCrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I see, he is a son-in-law of a Minis-
ter. I do not want to be misunder-
stood. I do not want anybody to be-
lieve that the Minister has anything
to do with this business. I am not
making any charge against the Minis-
ter concerned. I am not making any
charge against you, Mr. Minister of
Commerce and Trade. Please do not
misunderstand me. I am only point-
ing out the undesirability of the
practice that is going on.

I have documents here to prove
conclusively that he has fudged some
invoices. I shall give you the parti-
culars. He is supposed to have ex-
ported 24 chests “ Lovers Leap BOP ”
invoice 163, to Germany. I have got
here with me the name and address
of this firm. The name and address
of the firm is, M/s. Gebr. Wollenhaupt
in Reinbek/Hamburg. My complaint
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is this. When you check up with the
invoices here you will find that he
could not have got 24 chests. This
particular “Lovers Leap BOP” in-
voice consisted of 36 chests bought
by Liptons Ltd., containing 4,384
pounds, sold at the Colombo Auctions
on 4th January 1969. The original
buyers were Liptons Ltd. The Hon.
Minister knows how they buy. One
party buys the whole lot and it is
distributed thereafter. Now, Liptons
Ltd. bought 36 chests and they divid-
ed the consignment as follows :

Liptons Ltd. 12 chests
Heath & Co. 12 chests
Merril Fernando 12 chests

So under invoice 163 Merril Fernan-
do got only 12 chests. Then how did
he export 24 chests to these particu-
lar people in Germany on the same
invoice ? In order to export you must
produce the invoice on which you
bought, or else you will have to fudge
and send rubbishy teas. That is why
that control is exercised. What hap-
pened ? He exported 24 chests. Ob-
viously he has sent rubbishy teas.
When it went across to the other side
those people rejected the teas. The
first question I have to ask is,
how did he export 24 chests under
this invoice ?

Thereafter he was forced to ack-
nowledge the fact that the teas sent
were not up to sample. Then, quite
rightly, he felt that if he did not pay
up he would not get further busi-
ness. Therefore he paid the full
amount that was required.

I have got all the documents with
me. I do not want to waste the time
of the House by reading them, but let
me give you the facts. I think he paid
out something like £524. From
where did he get that money ? That
is what I am asking. The whole con-
signment was rejected. Therefore he
had to pay. He had to pay in foreign
currency. From where did he get the
money ? The Exchange Controller
has refused to pass the amount. So
he could not have got the money
from here. In such a position what
do you expect ? These are people who
hold responsible positions and who,
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by virtue of their status and their
connections, are likely to claim spe-
cial consideration for themselves
abroad. And they abuse their posi-
tions by sending out rubbich teas.

I would request the Hon. Minister
to take up this whole question. We
must take drastic action against
people when caught, however highly
placed they are. You must not allow
them to continue to be in the tea
trade. The Hon. Minister must take
action against this individual con-
cerned and see that he is blacklisted
and not allowed to deal with tea
again. If this is not done the whole
reputation of this country is at stake,
particularly because he is highly
placed.

I do not want to take any more
time except to say a word about ins-
tant tea. All of us should be very
glad that the production of instant
tea has been a success. I think it will
help us very much. But I must ask
the Hon. Minister to be very careful.
We raised this matter earlier also,
and we were very worried that Hen-
dersons were doing it. Their reputa-
tion is none too good.

Apart from that, I was worried for
another reason. If it is known in the
Arab world that the Israelis are
behind the project directly or in-
directly, then you are going to have
repurcussions in the Arab world.
That is why I was worried.

Apart from seeing that the com-
pany handling the instant tea pro-
ject is one that has no doubts cast on
its integrity, the Hon. Minister must
also see to it that the company that
handles it is in no way connected
with any Israeli firm. If that be the
case, it will immediately create sus-
picion in the minds of the Arab
world, and there will be a reaction
which will be detrimental to the
interests of this country.

OG Bu NS¢
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(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

Mr. Chairman, I am extremely
grateful to hon. Members on both
sides of the House, especially to the
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hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr.
N. M. Perera), for the very valuable
contributions they made during the
discussions of the Votes of my Minis-
try.

There had been a great deal of
unorthodox batting, bowling and
fielding in this House in the course of
the Second Reading Debate on the
Appropriation Bill. I would like to

mention, as an explanation in one

sentence, that the object of my parti-
cipation in the Debate on that occa-
sion was to show how political stabi-
Ity in a country is essential for its
economic progress. In the course
of the Second Reading Debate tem-
pers were frayed and many things
were said which gave rise to even
misunderstandings. Today, I am glad
to say, a much better atmosphere of
calm and peace prevails in the House.

First of all, without trying to find
fault with him, I would like to tell
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) that if he has any
complaint to make against my Per-
manent Secretary he can send it up
to me, and I will definitely inquire
into it and report what happens.

Today, the hon. Member for
Bentara-Elpitiya (Mr. Kariyawasam)
had occasion to make a complaint
against an officer of the Department
of Commodity Purchase for furnish-
ing him with wrong information
about the distance of a rubber depot
from the processing depot at Deni-
yaya. I checked the matter up and
found that the officer had blundered.
I have instructed the officer to send
a written apology to the hon. Mem-
ber.

& . 3

Certain allegations were made
against the officials of the Tea Propa-
ganda Board. It is too premature
for me to say on my own anything on
the facts as presented. Personally
speaking, I am not happy with the
Tea Propaganda Board. I have been
saying so over and over again. It is
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a pity that I have no control over
the Tea Propaganda Board. I think
however, that this matter will be
rectified very soon when the Tea
Board Bill is presented in this House
in the course of this Session and
accepted by the House.

So far, I have nothing to complain
against Mr. Martenstyn. Of course.
as I said a little earlier, if there are
allegations against any particular
official in the Tea Propaganda Board,
I am perpared to go into them and
submit a report to the House.

With regard to the Ceylon Tea
Centre, I also feel that it is a colossal
waste of the tea producers’ money. I
personally made inquiries into the
working of this centre and found that
the place had been kept vacant for
nearly nine months. That is a fact.
To promote tea in Ceylon is all right,
but I remember meeting the Tea Pro-
paganda Board officials soon after I
assumed duties as Minister of Com-
merce and Trade and telling them
specifically that there is no point in
promoting tea drinking in Ceylon so
much and that we might better spend
our money promoting tea drinking
overseas. All these are matters that
can be dealt with very effectively
once the Central Tea Board is set up.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
raised the matter about Mr. Merril
Fernando. I myself was aware of
this case and I should like to tell the
hon. Member that it was on the direc--
tion of my Ministry that the payment
was witheld. I shall read from this
note that I have made. This case
was brought to my notice by
Mr. Wijeratne of Carsons Ltd. The
complaint is to the effect that
Mr. Merril Fernando had bought 12,
chests of a brand of tea offered at the
auctions. Mr. Merril Fernando, how-
ever, had shipped 24 chests, instead
of the 12 chests of tea he had bought
to a buyer in Germany who had
found that the tea was of poor-
quality and did not belong to the
estate the products of which they had
been accustomed to buy regularly.
Apparently, the buyer had made a
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claim on the exporting firm, and
when the complaint was made my
Permanent Secretary had instructed
the Controller of Exchange not to
allow any exchange for the payment
of the claim if an application was
made by Merril Fernando until the
matter was investigated.

Mr. Merril Fernando has now re-
turned. We are inquiring into it. In
the meantime, for the information of
the House, I have got a letter from
Mr. Merril Fernando which I hope
the House would like to hear. This is
his explanation. It is also to be the
subject matter of an inquiry. The
letter reads as follows:

“This firm’s exports in the last 12
months were about 8 million pounds. Out
of that figure 24 cases sold to Hamburg
became the subject of a dispute because
the packages arrived damaged at the des-
tination. No unusual business practice
had been followed in the sale of thesa 24
cases which were purchased at the auc-
tions of the 4th of January and the 1ith
of January this year.

It is not at all unusual to receive
claims on shipments made to overseas
buyers, sometimes with reason, some-
times without. In this particular case u
claim was unjustified since the tea had
been purchased again an actual sample.
The purchase sample too was approved
by the buyer before shipment was
effected. Under such circumstances, an
allowance of any sort was refused and I
decided to cancel the contract after ob-
taining authority from the Exchange Con-
trol Department. The position was sub-
sequently explained to the Exchange
Control Department and permission was
obtained to cancel this sale and sell the
tea at the same price. Accordingly, our
bankers were instructed in the normal
way to recall the documents. he 24
cases of tea were entrusted to the care
of a well reputed firm of tea merchants
in Hamburg who will sell the tea at the
~ original invoice value. It is completely
untrue and unkind to say that the claim
submitted by the importer has already
been met by this firm. The Exchange
Control Department is fully aware of the
gprrect position regarding this transac-
ion. ”

This is a letter that has been sent
to us by Mr. Merril Fernando by way

of explanation and this too is being
Investigated.
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There are a number of questions
that still remain unanswered.

NG Bag GNBY &
(CGaorras oy @u.-‘f@saif@:_.rr)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

Then a word about shipping. The
hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N.
M. Perera) raised a question about
our relationship with the Ceylon
Shipping Lines. We have been having
a series of discussions with the mem-
bers of the Ceylon Shipping Lines.
Even the day before yesterday we
had a very important discussion with
its board of directors. We agreed that
the Ceylon Shipping Lines will con-
fine itself to the Indian Ocean area,
the Conference Lines routes. The
Shipping Corporation will buy the
Norwegian shares to enable the cor-
poration to obtain controlling inter-
ests here. There is perfect under-
standing between the Ceylon Ship-
ping Lines and the Ceylon Shipping
Corporation. I do not think there is
any room for conflict or clash of in-
terests. We are allowing them also
certain rights and privileges to
operate as a separate concern.

With regard to the other matter
raised by the hon. Parliamentary Sec-
retary to the Minister of Industries
and Fisheries, about surcharge, a
complaint is always made against
Ceylon that a surcharge is made be-
cause of the bad port condition in
Colombo. This is a disputable point.
I met some of the agents of the Con-
ference Lines some time ago and
when I pointed out to them that the
situation at the U. K. ports is not so

good, or even worse than the situa-
tion in our port, they said they would
reconsider the matter. In fact, it is
also somewhat important to note that
even the freight rate from Calcutta
to the U. K. is less than the rate from
Colombo to the U. K. The rates are
discriminatory.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2441
Seddm sms emd@®um, 1969-70

Then with regard to the revision
of company law, I think it is a rare
case of joint collaboration between
the Opposition and the Government
in the matter of drafting a Bill. 1 am
very glad that the hon. Member for
Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
has thought it fit to offer his services
in this regard. We also have done a
great deal of work in this connexion.
We have now reached the stage of
draftiag a Bill. I have sent a note
to the Registrar of Companies to con-
sult the hon. Member for Colombo
South before presenting it to Parlia-
ment with a view to minimizing con-
troversy in this House.

With regard to instant tea, this
matter has been discussed on a
number of occasions in this House
and outside; and newspapers too
have given plenty of publicity to it.
I do not think I need go into details
about the background of this project.
Only conditional approval has been
given to Hendersons for this project
on a feasibility report submitted to
us. A committee composed of repre-
sentatives of the Ministry of Com-
merce, the Ministry of Agriculture
and the Ministry of Industries
thought it fit to give conditional ap-
proval for this project. I can assure
this House that one of the conditions
was that there shall be no Israeli par-
ticipation. It was expressly stated in
the agreement. It does not mean that
the promoters of this project have
been given the green light to estab-
lish a factory here ; the firm has still
forget final approval from the
Development Finance Corporation
which will examine and scrutinize
the financial standing and integrity
of this person or persons and so many
other aspects.

As mentioned by the Hon. Minister
of Industries yesterday—I fully agree
with him—we shall not allow any-
body to establish an industry which
is of a questionable character. If at
any stage somebody points out to us
any shady or questionable transac-
tions, we shall not hesitate to cancel
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the project even if it goes against the
law. That is the policy of the
Government.

I can assure the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) and
other Members of the Opposition
that approval given to Hendersons is
not final. It is still under study. What-
ever publicity has been given to this
project, I can assure hon. Members
that final approval has still not been
given ; it is still under study.

With regard to the prices of fibre,
desiccated coconut, and so on, I admit
that after the introduction of a 30
per cent duty on fibre there has been
a setback in the fibre industry.

8. 8. ¢ cwBwn KoVIA®» ©w.
(@525 6cnd)

(8. orb. 19. g Qerdieovr &pler sar—
1 eeurmGare )

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena-—
Minuwangoda)

Can you not rectify it even now ?

o B SNV G
(Qasorran aflyy QuiiEenCLm)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

Of course, it should be rectified.
But to say that all the mills have
gone out of production is a bit of an
exaggeration, because I am aware of
the situation since I come from an
area which has many mills. In Naina-
madama itself there are more than
ten mills. It is true that profits have
been greatly reduced and the mill-
owners are losing on the existing
stocks. If they can get the husk at
Rs. 10 they might be able to reduce
the margin of their losses; but the
husk owners are not prepared to part
with the husk at Rs. 10. It is more
advantageous to them to bury the
husks and get the mineral value than
to sell to a miller for about Rs. 10
or Rs. 12. We are looking into that
matter.

In regard to DC, I think the prices
that have been stated in this House
by some Members of the Opposition
are not quite correct. I have the
figures here. I find that the DC pri-
ces, when compared with the prices
of 1968, are not so good because 1968
was an unusual year. Because of
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cyclonic damage in the Philippines,
the prices of all coconut products
went up. But if you compare the
prices of coconut products in 1969
with those of the years previous to
1968, you find that the prices of 1369
are still the best. I have the figures
with me. The hon. Member for Minu-
wangoda (Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
is here and he knows about this
much more than I do. I think he will
accept those figures.

In regard to tea sales, the hon.
Member for Devinuwara (Mr. de
Mel) made a very interesting contri-
bution to the Debate when he stated
that he would take tea out of party
politics and treat it at a different
level. It is a very good sign if all
hon. Members of the House would
think on the same lines and come to
an understanding on matters that
really affect the cconomy of this
country, not the political life but the
economic life of this country.

cuB@osY Hwulox .
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(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Then we can remain as we are?

ad Bw ZoNsY ¢

(Qaerres anfluy Quir@enCr i)

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

We can take the places in turn.

@8e 5. 8. cueldd
rcs_ev-;rﬁﬁ;) erer. orin. QuGrom)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You want to stabilize yourself?

0é Sy SN &
(Qaarrey eblyy Quir@anrGrir)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)

T think the hon. Member for Devi--

nuwara was quite frank and outspo-
ken when he said that both sides of
the House are to blame to some ex-
tent for the unhappy things of the
past. Well, the purpose of my going
to the auctions through the Depart-
ment of Commodity Purchase is to
give a price support to tea and also
to cater for the domestic market. I
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admit I am not an effective buyer.
That is because I do not have an
overseas market. If I am saddled
with tea which I buy at the auctions
and I have no way of disposing of it,
it will be a loss to the Government.
I think hon. Members of the Opposi-
tion and hon. Members of the Gov-
ernment will themselves be the first
to blame me for doing a transaction
which is not commercially viable.
Nevertheless, I have been buying
nearly 800,000 lbs. of tea. With a bit
of trading I have been able to make
a profit of about Rs. 50,000 in a mat-
ter of two or three months. Of
course, I had to re-sell the tea at the
auctions when I found I was able to
get about 10 cents more per pound
for tea that I had bought some time
ago. That was not bad business. All
that tea was exported.

g on. 3.15

On the other hand, the tea I buy
for the domestic market has to be
bought in competition with others
till such time as my department is
empowered to do monopoly buying
in order to catch the market. That
would be the primary task of the
Central Tea Board. I am very happy
to note that I have achieved at least
one objective in the matter of buy-
ing tea at the local auctions, namely,
I am now giving the Ceylon consu-
mer tea which is as good as the best
in Ceylon at the cheapest price,
namely, Rs. 1.60 per pound. Never in
the past has tea been sold, I think
at Rs. 1.60. It has been tested and
found to be as good as the best tea
in Ceylon. It is Rs. 1.60 t» the con-
sumer. I have a few outlets like the
C.W.E. In fact, there are two or three
local distributors who have applied
for agencies to the Devartment of
Commodity Purchase. This is all a
temporary arrangement. I do not
think this is foolproof or that this
will be the ultimate answer.

In regard to the other discussions
we have been having about tea, the
Kampala Conference ended some
time ago. It was followed by discus-
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sions in Rome, but the final discus-
sions took place in Mauritius. I
think the country is aware of the
decision that had been made at the
Mauritius discussions.

But there are two important inci-
dents or rather events that are
worthy of mention about the Mauri-
tius Conference. For the first time i
the history of the tea industry all the
tea growing countries, the tea pro-
ducing countries, have got together
and decided on joint action. Second-
ly, for the first time all the tea pro-
ducing countries have agreed to
contribute their share for tea promo-
tion. As to how these two decisions
can be worked out is a matter for
the respective governments . The
proposals based on the Mauritius
Conference are now before the Cabi-
net—I think it is not proper for me
as a Minister of the Cabinet to
divulge them—and they will be
placed before the House in due
course. I think some good will come
out of the decisions made at the
Mauritius Conference. That is all I
can say about it.

Then there is the Asian Coconut
Community. We have just had in
Ceylon a conference of this com-
munity. I think that it is also a step
in the right direction towards the re-
habilitation of the coconut industry.
We finished this conference in Cey-
lon a few days ago. It is scheduled to
meet again next January. Whatever
action the coconut producing coun-
tries may wish to take, they now
have a forum on which matters
affecting the industry can be discuss-
ed. Ceylon has agreed to contribute
5.000 dollars in the first year towards
the expenses of this community pro-
ject. I think that it is also a matter
that should be taken out of party
politics and discussed as a national
issue.

The hon. Member for Divulapitiya
(Mr. Jayakody) referred to the ques-
tion of brokerage on cargoes of rice
from China. Since this is a business
matter, I do not want to go into the
details of it as there is stil! time be-
fore we push the deal through. I do
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not want to come out with trade
secrets—it is not correct—but if at
any stage any hon. Member of this
House points to any irregularity or
an alleged malpractice, I am prepar-
ed to inquire into it in public or with
the hon. Members here.

I do not think that I need dwell at
length on the various matters raised.

I have got a note from the General
Manager and the Chairman of the
Insurance Corporation to say that
they in fact received the letter from
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) but that since
they found it was a copy of a letter
addressed to the Minister of Finance,
they felt it was not necessary to re-
ply to it. I find fault with them for
not acknowledging it. That is very
essential. It is a small lapse, and it
can be overlooked in view of the
great amount of good work that the
Insurance Corporation has done in
the past and is doing at the moment.
The Insurance Corporation, under
the able guidance of the Chairman,
Mr. G. V. S. de Silva, the board of
directors, and the co-operation of its
employees, is doing a good job of
work. I wish to personally announce
to this House today its latest project
namely. Defective Title Insurance
Scheme. It has been a long-felt need.
It was handed cver to me by the
Chief Legal Officer, Dr. Ranjit Amera-
singhe, and it will be put into opera-
tion from next month. I am sure it
will go a long way towards relieving
indebtedness and also facilitate the
obtaining of loans from banks, the
negotiation of deals and so on. It is
a great achievement of the Insurance
Corporation in addition to other
achievements which I do not want
to mention now. I am also happy to
state that all the boards and corpora-
tions under me are doing a good job

of work. If any hon. Member has
occasion to make any complaint
about the working of any one of
them I am prepared to look into it
and do whatever is possible to im-
prove the position. I thank you, Mr.
Chairman, and hon. Members for
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the extreme and unexpected co-
operation I received in the course of
the discussion on the Votes of my
Ministry. I expect the same co-opera-
tion from them in the future too.
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 218.765
for Head 98, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 98, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 281,109
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs 281,100

for Head 98, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, end agreed to.

Head 98, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

6 2 wOIDE—pIT ©wDIADE—uDE
DD Bwe®, &. 28,61,183

aMd@uuenid Qev. 6.—Curmertgnr 90 s H
Lﬁ@ﬁ@m@@ Rraey, eriir 28,61,183

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
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“98 2m» Rdwocwd 6 D» wlOmw wew
. 28,661,183 » 8cC CLeCADWI GiDET W
DT W Sdme 0wy G, wmuddm
3.

98 2m» Blwowd 6 2» wdOme JuedaAm
OuB oI WOwd BIw «¢) w8 Bewln
DED GL.

Ch g

“98 b s, 6 b aTEGUUGYIL T
28,61,183 oL eanrullh Gridslu@urs Tapin
ey NGssLILG b meébsTereriiulL g.

98 b sy, 6 24 andliuen 211 a2

. a - n .« . .
ey @Zarwil) t1enflaESULIL &,

Question, *“ That the sum of Rs. 2,567,183
for Head 98, Vote No. 6, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 98, Vote 6, ordered to stand mart
of the Schedule.

7 9» wlDw—ndSn wWRIABD—YCAD
dwe®, S 5,00,000
ans@uUenn @e. T.—Gurgarrgrs 28elms S
—.gpdalQurml. Qsmay, esumr 5,00,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 500,000

“98 o» Klwewd 7T D» wOIMG wiwm
G 5,00,000 = Qe CCECEADWO UMET DE
aMs” @ Sd»e SRum» 83, umsldn
e,

98 O FlueuB 7 2» wddma creCan
Cudl oMo MmOwd BIw wmn =8 HDHewo
D G

“98 g A%y, T 2pb auTd@GUUETD U
5,00,000 oyt ailemuilm B a7 gL

Fr&sLLGLOnTE 7
ey AlGEaLUl® orm mEOETereTULILL G.
98 wytb s%uny, T b aurd@LiLIeTD L1 6y demr
uiley (@R2awrwics Lewfld&E UL g,
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 500,000

for Head 98, Vote No. 7, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 98, Vote 7, ordered to stand pari
of the Schedule.
99 2 E¥Bw.—urad eb8EME
ccrRe@sI D
1 2 wO@dmw.—mn8e DHHAC v aCD
SEDD vy ¢BDW I8z, & 482,783
99 optp  Hlwiiy —Qsribueflser LiGeureri
15)%wor & @6 Lb

wns@luen @e. 1l—usfluranfler e5E@ni
Casgarapin p Ly sep, enur 4,82,783

HeAD 99.—DEPARTMENT OF REGISTRAR OF
COMPANIES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and

e arent Expenditure, Rs'D‘?gf%%@iWNoolaham ﬁﬂh@ﬁtigmc’wances of staff, Rs. 482,783
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“99 2 QRBvowd 1 2 wldIMw HEW
Gi. 4,82,783 @ 8¢G creCADGO FIWEY DE
ams”? @ sd®e d0um i, w»muden
Ses.

99 9 RBsoud 1 2m» wl@dmw credA®
cud omduw wmOwd HFw @y <& Bewlo
DS Ce.

“99 oy g%y, 1 b QIEGUUGHTLD EHUT
4,82,783 ot aZarlly CeiéslL@GLONE ? eT@ytd
M@ NGsaI G aphmsEblEneTeniurL S

99 2y %0, 1 Syl QUTEEGLLIGTLD i1 62w
ey @2y LeslSELnTL Gl

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 482,783

for Head 99, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 99, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 93 wOIML—NED NED—YNSHIIHD
8we®, <& 52,504

2. —ufurevers GlFevo)sen—
erumr 52,504

QUTE@HUIUGTD (e,

Bandaimn  GCFaa,
Vote No. 2—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 52,504
“99 P QRleewd 2 9 wOIDw wewm
&. 52504 e CECEADEO GmEYy DE
aDe” @ Sd»de S0um GEnY, wMmuEdI

s,

99 2m Glsewd 2 D» wOMe creCaA®
oud omdumw WmSwd HBBw @ «w& Bewo
265 GE

“99 g sy, 2
52,504 oy el GCriéslL@rs ” eTenith afl@)

H0 QUNEGULIGITLD  eRHLIT

NEESOUCE 61 d) &6 & TeTer L .

99 gyih 5%y, 2 oD UTEGHULIETID 2L 6T
e @2eworiars LenfléasilL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 52,504

for Head 99, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 99, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

100 2% REuw.—cdge %D O,

0% cciNeOsI DD

1 9 w@d»w.—mnie 2zdac cuadolsm

SAME s gHew oxn, & 1,12,261
100 _gyib SWOLILY —ouenll B L1 PG L6

5)Gwr & S67 LD

UTSGUUGTTLD (R,
Gaugerapn Sp wigsesw, esur 1,12,261

1.—uenfluneniflesr gyemé@EMu

Heap 100.—DEPARTMENT OF MERCHANT
SHIPPING

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 112,261
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“100 @ RueuB 1 29 wAIMHW wWEew
Gi. 1,12,261 29 8¢ CueCamed HET DS
9Re” am d»He SOum I, wHuddm
Sea.

100 25 SoucuR 1 2m» wldmw gueEam
GudB emMmOu SO BIew B B Bewlo
WDOW &

“100 gy sy, 1 Syb EUTEEGUUSHTID LT
1,12,261 o eulawullh GCriésuu@ors ”  ereplin
dl@ el ssLLt® b 2id0snereri.gl.

100 o4ih %0y, 1 Qi euTd@EUILIETD L6 a0

uled (@Cavoruics LienflEESILILL 5.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 112,261
for Head 100, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 100, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 9 woOIB—LEE muED—BDHLEDHD
Bwed, & 3,917

aui&@Luern @ a.
Bam@amn  Gsaay,

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 3,917

“100 92 QREvewd 2 Tm» wOIMG wE
G. 3917 » BeE (CEeCaAPGO HLAED DS
D @ Sd»e S8 G, BwmsECem

2. —uflureens G&Feve)s6r—
epum 3,917

¢
e,
100 2% RBueud 2 O wOdMe CBECAD
oud emluw wmOwd BFw wy) «& Bewulo
DS G

“ 100 g0 S, 2 24th UTGGULIGHTID pHLIT
3,917 ol culanmrllh Geréslu@ons ” erey/n 6l
al@SSLULLER aIh m&ESTETemiILIL .

100 2ytb &%y, 2 b UTESGULIGRTID L 61T
uey @Zewrwils vanfld sl g

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 3,917

for Head 100, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 100, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

101 25 ABsw—odge ¢On SO
M Be® ecerNesI 9D

3 2 wlPdme—E®» HMHED—IYCAm
B8we®, &. 1,381,000

101 gpb @iy i—dllwrurss  Quiramer

Qarerauare)ds Bl SerLd

QUTE@GUUERTLD  (ReD. 3. —uflureers Q&Feeys6T—

gestQural. Geseey, esur  1,81,000
Heap 101.—DEPARTMENT OF COMMODITY
PURCHASE

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges-—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 181,000
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“101 2 BBvewd 3 2 wloma
& 1,81,000 = @@ CEeCAMGO QRN DS
@a’ e gdoe IQum ¢y, uwmuen
Se,
101 2 S3uvecu® 3 2» wlCdmw gueEaA®
SudB emmluw MIOwD B WP & Bewdo
Dé® G

weln

“101 oub %L, 3 Spb QUTSGLUGD EBLIT

1,81,000 oyt aleuullh Grisslu@uons ” srepin
@ el@EaLLULE b nsblaneTariLL gl
101 9yth s%uliLy, 8 2yh UTE@GLUUGTLD B L G 26w

Wlev (@ orwiienila s a.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 181,000
for Head 101, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 101, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

105 95 BE¥w—glWmdgh 1w

1 @» wldmw—mnu @EHAE cvadaln
SEHE wen ¢gBy s, &. 8,97,806

105 oup seli)—p5 syevndai

ams@uuen  (@Qe. 1.—uvaflurenfes 2,58 @ML
Bargemppn p L seEsb, esur 8,97,806

HeAp 105.—MINISTER OF JUSTICE

Vote No. 1—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 897,806

3. D53, DVSH O . (WD

6d8)
(8. of. srevr. pourgearib—earassCat)
(Mr. V. N. Navaratnam—Chavakach-
cheri)
I move.

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
(Allotment No. 1).”

Mr. Chairman, in opening the dis-
cussion on the Votes of the Minister
of Justice——

3TNy

(&G rmrFeri )

(The Chairman)

I would like to remind the hon.
Member that we have only five hours
for this discussion, and it is not possi-
ble to grant his request for one hour.

3. Y. HIEH O Q.

(D). oF. erar. peurseris)

(Mr. V. N. Navaratnam)

I appreciate that. I do not propose
to discuss the shortcomings in each
department under the Ministry, of

Bewldn @535 Vet Cw
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Justice, but to speak of the adminis-
tration of justice in its general sense.
I propose to show that there is in the
minds of several people grave doubts
as to whether there is proper ad-
ministration of justice in this coun-
try. I propose to give a concrete in-
stance where there was, obviously, a
denial of justice, and invite the House
to probe and find out why justice
failed in that particular case. I am
doing so not with a view to rectifying
the injustice that has been done in
that particular instance, but with a
view to preventing, for all time, the
denial of justice to others in the same
category.

Mr. Chairman, you would recall my
referring on an earlier occasion to the
Oddisuddan murder case. Some time
ago, the Ministry of Land organized
land army camps all over the coun-
try, partly to implement the land
utilization  programme of the
Government, and more particularly
to give an adequate training to the
youth of this country. One Sivaloga-
nathan from my electorate joined
one of these camps, and was posted
to Oddisuddan Land Army Camp.

This boy, Sir, was from a fairly
well-to-do family. His father, A.
Subramaniam, is a member of the
Chavakachcheri U. C. But the boy
was so much taken up by the spirit
and purpose of such camps that he
not only joined the camp but took a
very active interest in the activities
of the camp. He used to write to his
father asking him to organize more
youth to join the Land Army.

On a particular day in April 1968,
the father received a letter from the
son giving an account of his activi-
ties in the camp, and once again call-
ing upon the father to send to the
camp not only his brother but four
young men from the area. Three
hours later, the father received a
telegram from the Officer-in-Charge
of the Land Army informing the
father that this son was missing.
The father rushed to the camp. He
was given the impression that the
boy had decamped. A frantic search
was made for the body all over.
About, a2 week later, an irrigation
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labourer who had gone fishing in a
pond in the deep jungle found a
corpse floating. The corpse was
recovered and identified as that of
Sivaloganathan, and investigations
commenced.

It was discovered, Sir, that the boy
was in the habit of writing down
almost mechanically everything that
he did, everything that he observed.
He was on the food committee of the
camp. One of his functions as a
member of the food committee was
to go to Mankulam to purchase pro-
visions. And whenever he went to
Mankulam in a lorry, he used to
note down such items as “I went in
a lorry to such and such a place;
the lorry stopped at a particular
place ; the timber was loaded here ;
the lorry proceeded another half a
mile ; some timber was unloaded ;
then the lorry went to town. It
took a certain amount of petrol ” and
various items like that—entries
which were not necessary in the
normal course of his work as a
member of the food committee.

g. &». 3.30

It also transpired in the course of
the investigations that, two days
before the alleged disappearance of
this boy, the officer-in-charge had
seen his notebook, torn several pages
from the notebook and pulled up the
boy for doing more work than he
was paid for. The pages which were
torn were put into the wastepaper
basket.

It transpired too that the boy had
taken out the torn papers from
the wastepaper basket and put them
into his pocket. On the day in ques-
tion he had gone to Mankulam. On
his way back he had dropped in at
Oddisuddan Sub-Post Office, asked
for a telephone call to his Member
of Parliament—that is myself—and
waited for the call for a long time,
but the call did not come through.
Then he had come back to the camp.
He was pulled up for being late.

1969 eS8 ®8 9
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On the same day there was a raid
by the Forest Department officials,
and several people who were cutting
very valuable timber in the forests
were taken into custody and pro-
duced at the Magistrate’s Court,
Mullaitivu. These people who were
arrested were employees of the con-
tractor who got the contract for
putting up the Land Army camp.
That evening at 8 o’clock the boy
disappeared. It also transpired in
the investigation that shortly after
8.30 p.M., the officer-in-charge of the
Land Army had organized a search
party to look for the boy in the area
of the jungle around the Land Army
camp.

The suitcase of the boy was
opened and there was a diary which
he maintained. The last item in the
diary which was entered at about 6
pm. that day was. “ My locker had
been broken and my notes have been
taken away. I do not know who has
done it.”

After the body was recovered there
was an inquest. It was very clear
that death was neither suicide nor
accidental because this pond was one
mile away from the camp. Nobody
could have walked through that thick
jungle all by himself. So, both
accidental drowning and suicide
were ruled out. There were no wit-
nesses to connect anybody with the
murder of this boy.

There was also evidence that the
contractor’s hut which was just
opposite the Land Army Camp had
been burnt on that very night the boy
had been missing from the camp. The
police did not make much progress.
The father was very worried.
Representations were made to the
Prime Minister, and I met the Hon.
Prime Minister personally and gave
him certain information. At that
time I thought that the death of the
boy had something to do with the
robbing of the timber by people who
were engaged in putting up the shed,
and the Hon. Prime Minister was
good enough to order the Permanent
Secretary to send a special team of
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C.I.D. officers to investigate the death
of the boy and also this alleged cut-
ting down of valuable timber. Even
after the investigation, apparently,

no progress was made.

In the meantime, after this special
C. I. D. team returned to Colombo,
letters started pouring into the office
of the Superintendent of Police,
Jaffna, giving him very valuable
information as to what happened on
that fateful night the boy dis-
appeared.

On the advice of the police, the
| officer-in-charge of the Land Army
| camp was transferred, and within a
i week four witnesses were produced
before the magistrate at Mullaitivu.
These gave an eye-witness account of
how the officer-in-charge assaulted
and kicked the boy that night in the
dining room. They gave an eye-
witness account of how the body
was carried from the adjoining room
to the store room. They gave an
eye-witness account of how the body
was carried from the store room to
the lorry. They gave an eye-witness
account of how the body was carried
from the lorry and put in the tank.

This evidence was placed before
the magistrate six or six-and-a-half
months after the incident. On this
clear testimony the magistrate issued
a warrant, the officer-in-charge was
produced before the magistrate, and
remanded. In the meantime, within
the next seven days the brother-in-
law of this suspect—I am mentioning
this because all this is very neces-
sary to show the connection between
the Attorney-General’s Department
and this suspect, and the Attorney-

General’s Department and  his
brother-in-law, who is a very capable
and very influential journalist—

met the Superintendent of Police,
Jaffna, in connection with this inves-
tigation. He met the inspector of
police who was in charge of this
investigation. In spite of this the
police proceeded with the investiga-
tion and arrested the accused.

HewlEm 8535 eHFVC®H
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When the accused was produced
before the magistrate an application
was made for bail and obviously it
was refused. That was on 5th
November 1968.

In the meantime the police sent a
report of the investigation to the
Attorney-General’s Department in
order to get the assistance of the
department in drafting the plaint,
because some of the witnesses who
were produced before the magistrate
were accomplices. They were accom-
plices not in the killing but in the
disposal of the body after the alleged
murder.

All of a sudden, on 10th November,
in the “Legal Information” column
of the “ Daily News ” where the deci-
sions of the matters dealt with by
the Supreme Court in appeal are
reported, there was a reference to an
application for bail that had been
made in the Supreme Court in appli-
cation No. 585/68, M.C. Mullaitivu
No. 395.

W
(o&&rreeari)
(The Chairman)

What was the date of the applica-
tion?

3. 353, IS »HO Do,
(8m. of. ereir. pergerid)
(Mr. V. N. Navaratnam)
9th November 1968.

BB S

(&S rrFeri)

(The Chairman)

I asked because I think the
hlon. Member mentioned this last year
also.

3. D5Y. IS HO Des.

(8. off. erer. porgarid)

(Mr. V. N. Navaratnam)

The matter was then sub judice,
and I could not go into all these
matters then. Since then a lot of
things have happened in the
Attorney-General’s Department.
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When the application for bail was
made, crown counsel who was In
court at the time said that he took
notice on behalf of the Attorney-
General and said he had no objec-
tion whatsoever to the granting of
bail and bail was allowed imrnedi-
ately.

After I saw this, I went through
the “Legal Information” news
column of the “ Daily News ” for the
previous six months in respect of
applications for bail and the orders
made by the court on those applica-
tions.

Now, Sir, it is always the practice
in such applications for the court
first to issue notice on the Attorney-
General. Secondly, it is always the
practice for the Attorney-General to
consult the police before he expresses
an opinion on the application for
bail. It is also generally the practice
for the Supreme Court and the
Attorney-General to call for the
record of the case from the magis-
trate’s court before an order is made
on an application for bail.

On 16th November the father of
the deceased, who was very dis-
illusioned about all this, sent a peti-
tion to the Registrar of the Supreme
Court, in which he expressed the
fear that very important people were
trying to influence some persons in
the Attorney-General’s Department
and that might result in injustice
being done to him and to his son.
His letter reads :

“I know that very important people
are interfering with the proper conduct
of this case. Very influential people have
got all the newspapers to black out all the
news about this case. I fear that they
might try to influence someone or ano-
ther in the Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment, and I have expressed my fears and
anxiety to my M.P. who has sent tele-
grams to you and the Prime Minister.”

I now find that this telegram was
sent before the application was dis-
posed of. I now find that the suspect

has been bailed out by the Supreme
Court. The conduct of some officers
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of the Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment arouses suspicion. Please exa-
mine the following facts.

I understand that whenever a bail
application is made in the Supreme
Court the Attorney-General does not
move in the matter till he has had
notice to appear, but in this case on
the very first day that the application
was made, namely 9.11.68, a represen-
tative of the Attorney-General, who
happened to be in court in connection
with some other matter, volunteered
to take notice. I am informed—the
father writes—that whenever the
Attorney-General receives notice of
a bail application the police officers
who had dealt with the matter
are always consulted. I emphasize
the word “always”. The police
are always consulted before the
Attorney-General’s Department
forms its views on these matters.

In this particular case, the very
first time a representative of the
Attorney-General’s Department had
discussed this with the police official
was on 11.11.68 whereas two days
eralier another representative of the
Attorney-General’s Department had
informed the Supreme Court that he
had no objection whatsoever to the
bail application.

I am also informed—that is what
the father says—that almost in eve
case the Attorney-General calls for
the record from the magistrate’s court
and studies it before forming an opi-
nion about the bail application.

I was satisfied that there was a tra-
vesty of justice. I sent a telegram to
the Acting Attorney-General asking
him to look into this matter person-
ally. On the next day when I went to
see him and asked him whether he
got my telegram, he said, “ What
telegram ? I did not receive your
telegram.” Then he called the peon
and asked the peon whether there
was a telegram from me. The peon
said that there was a telesram and
that it was in the file. The Acting
Attorney-General was furious that
a telegram from the M. P. had not
even been brought to his notice. He


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2459
Fuddm vmey em®um, 1969-70
[8. Oz, ®OSH @ . ]
called for the file. The file was locked
up and it was in the personal custody
of a Senior Crown Counsel.

g, &%, 3.45

I met the Inspector-General of
Police. He was amazed and he con-
fessed that this was the first occasion
on which the Attorney-General’s
Department showed discourtesy to
the Police Department by not discuss-
ing the merits of the case before
walking into court in connection with
the bail application. I brought this
to the notice of the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter so that justice could be done. The
Hon. Prime Minister directed the
Hon. Minister of Justice to hold an
immediate inquiry.

This was something I had to do in
order that justice may be done in this
country. My interview with the
Attorney-General, my interview
with the 1.G.P., my interview with
the Hon. Prime Minister and the Hon.
Minister of Justice I did not discuss
with anybody else. But the “ Daily
Mirror ” writes a commentary in its
column “ Opinion ” about this matter
on the 20th November 1968. We read
with interest and enthusiasm most
of the “opinion” that appears in the
“ Daily Mirror ”. Nobody would have
found fault with what is contained in
this “ opinion ” had it been written
by a person who was not interested
in the subject matter of its comments,
but when the comments are written
by the brother-in-law of the suspect
it is certainly something on which we
must comment. I am now quoting
from the “ Ceylon Daily Mirror” of
20th November 1968. Here is what the
Editor of the “ Ceylon Daily Mirror ”
says :

“Politicians in Ceylon have achieved a

sickening notoriety for brazenly inter-
fering with public servants in the
performance of their duties.”

It is alleged that when I made open
representations to the Inspector-
_nggral of Police, to the Hon. Prime
Minister and to the Hon. Minister of
Justice, I was interfering with pt.blic

BewlE 0538 D& DE®

2460
—zndm Bend

servants in the performance of their
duties. This had, according to the
Editor of the * Ceylon Daily Mirror ”,
let to bitter frustrations in the
bureaucracy and contributed consi-
derably to the deterioration of effi-
ciency in a service which was once
completely untrammelled and
unfettered by political influence. The
Editor of the “ Ceylon Daily Mirror”

continues to say :

“Today a more menacing and positive-
ly more dangerous spectire looms omni-
nously large in the sullied landscape of
the nation—interference in the course of
justice.

The judiciary is the final fortress of
faith in a democracy, the ultimate sanc-
tuary of an individual's freedom.”

Further down he says:

“ . ...But politicians hell-bent on wad-
ing even through slaughter to political
thrones are violating the time-honoured,
hallowed codes of conduct which
branded as repugnant, repulsive and
highly improper, attempts to pervert ihe
course of justice..... A Member of
Parliament or for that matter a Minister
has no right, no authority to air his views
before the Prime Minister "—

—as I did.
—“or the Minister of Justice "——
—ag T did.

“—or even the Attorney-General once
a catse has, entered the precincts of the
court, ¥

The brother-in-law of the suspect
comments on the front page that
what I did as a Member of Parliament
was wrong. But even before the
Supreme Court order was made, the
“ Daily Mirror” gives front page
news trying to mislead the public
regarding how the police sometimes
investigate. In order to impress on
certain people that this officer in
charge of the Land Army had been
framed falsely and charged with an
offence which he did not commit,
they get an interview from Ven.
Narada Thero. Here is the headline
given in the “ Daily Mirror ” of 14th
November 1968 :
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“'vm:. NARADA DEPLORES POLICE
FRAME-UPS. ”

In order to impress either some
official in the Attorney-General’s
Department or some judge who is
going to hear this case, this front page
headline is given by the brother-in-
law of the suspect.

It is interesting to read the opinion
of the same paper given that day
where the editor refers to an inter-
view given by Dr. Daymon Kularatne
after his release from prison. Accord-
ing to Dr. Daymon Kularatne, several
innocent people are taken by the
police because of police frame-ups.
And, the Editor of the “ Daily
Mirror ” asks what safeguards the
common man has against a police
officer who seeks to wreak his ven-
geance on him. The “ Daily Mirror”
goes on to say :

« gome sadistic sergeant, with more
brawn than brain, visions of sub-inspec-
torate flitting before him and with the
exhortations of an ambitious superior
ringing in his ears, flexes his muscles for
a two-fisted attempt to extort a confes-
sion. If the victim remains bloody but
unbowed the sergeant frantically objects
to bail and smacks his lips in satisfaction
as the victim is clapped into remand. ”

In this case it was a sergeant—I do
not say he had more brawn than
brain ; he had more brain than brawn
_who did the investigation the
second time, got at the witnesses and
produced them before the magistrate.

As I mentioned earlier, the Hon.
Minister of Justice called for a full
report. The case was called some-
where during the second week of
January in the Magistrate’s Court of
Mullaitivu, and the police informed
the magistrate that they were not
filing plaint and asked that the sus-
pect be discharged.

This newspaper, which had not
published even one line about this
alleged murder and the arrest up to
then, gave a front-page headline on
the discharge where they say :
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“LAND ARMY CAPTAIN DISCHARGED.

I do not take cognizance of anything
that transpires outside this court. So
said the Mullaitivu Magistrate, R. Nava-
ratnam, to defence counsel when he
sought permission of the court to make
references to the publicity given in news-
papers to certain utterances made in
Parliament by Mr. V. N. Navaratnam,
M.P. for Chavakachcheri, in connection
with the bail granted io Captain M. S.
Lawrence of the Land Army.”

The “ Daily Mirror ” seeks to reply
to the allegations I made against the
Attorney-General’s Department
through counsel before the Magis-
trate of Mullaitivu.

After the suspect was discharged
there was a testimonial given to the
Attorney-General’s Department in
the front page “Opinion” of the
“ Daily Mirror” about a week after
the discharge of Captain Lawrence.

One can understand a newspaper,
particularly a newspaper of the type
of the “Daily Mirror”, writing
editorially about the Attorney-Gene-
ral’s Department after the acquittal
of Dr. Ratwatte or after the discharge
of Major-General Udugama. But a
testimonial to the Attorney-General
was a little unwarranted at that
stage.

When I read through the “ Opinion ”
that day I made a very interesting
discovery. It said that a certain influ-
ential politician had influenced a
crown counsel in the Attorney-Gene-
ral’s Department, and that the crown
counsel had got ready to prepare a
plaint against an innocent person.
And plaint would have been filed in
court had not an alert and intelligent
Attorney-General, who was holiday-
ing abroad, returned to the Island,
seen through what had happened,
immediately rejected the recommen-
dation of the crown counsel and done
justice to this innocent man. That
was very revealing. Until then, I for
one did not know what had happened
to the order made by the Hon. Minis-
ter to the Acting Attorney-General to
furnish a full report on the allegation
1 made in Parliament somewhere in
November,
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When I found out that a crown
counsel in the Attorney-General’s
Department, who had been entrusted
with the responsibility of furnishing
a report to the Hon. Minister of
Justice on this subject, had in fact
made out a strong case that plaint
should be filed, I went to interview
the Hon. Minister of Justice again. Of
course, it will be interesting to know
how and through whom the Editor
of the “Daily Mirror” got this
information. Was it a scoop ? One
would have looked upon this as a
scoop had not this very same editor
taken an active interest in that matter
_earlier, had not this very same editor
] been a very close relation of the sus-
| pect against whom the Attorney-
General did not file plaint.

GonaB
(<&@ rreeri)
(The Chairman)

How long is the hon. Member
going to take ?

3 Y. DL »O® Scan.

(8@ .. erar. peargaris)
(Mr. V. N. Navaratnam)
15 or 20 minutes more.

wGenweB

(<&@ rraeri )

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member has already
taken 35 minutes. Most of his speech
has been a criticism of the editor of
a paper. There have been only pass-
ing references to his complaint
against the  Attorney-General’s
Department. I would request the hon.
Member not to pursue the matter in
regard to the paper but to confine his
* speech to the complaint against the
Attorney-General’s Department and
to finish it as soon as possible.

Business is interrupted till 4.30 p.n.
On resumption, the Hon. Deputy

Chairman of Committees will take
the Chair.
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Sitting accordingly suspended  till
430 p.m. and then resumed, MR. DEpPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COoMMITIEES [MrR. G. J.
PaAris PErRera] in the Ckair.

3. 35Y. DS »O .

(8. &f. erer. pourgerib)

(Mr. V. N. Navaratnam)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, when we
suspended the Sitting for tea I was
asking a pertinent question as to how
the editor of a newspaper who hap-
pened to be directly interested in a
criminal case came to know that the
Attorney-General who returned from
a holiday abroad rejected a report
prepared by a crown counsel. I am
not expecting the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to explain the conduct of
either the Attorney-General or any
other member of his department. This
is far too serious a matter. What I
ask is that the Government should
appoint a commission to probe fully
into the various aspects of the conduct
of certain members of the Attorney-
General’s Department, the conduct of
certain police officers and the zonduct
of certain politicians, so that there
may be no repetition of this type of
thing in the future,

Let not the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary say that the Attorney-
General decided not to file plaint be-
cause these witnesses made a state-
ment to the police six months after
the incident or because, in the opi-

nion of the Attorney-General, this
was a frame-up. It was in order to ex-
plain the conduct of certain members
of the Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment that I was compelled to refer
to the editor of the newspaper con-
cerned and to certain comments he
had made in the front page “ Opi-
nion. ”
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Personally, I have a great regard
for the capability of this editor. We
have a lot of respect for this news-
paper because it is generally bold and
outspoken, particularly on matters
concerning the rights of the minori-
ties—linguistic and religious. But
when the editor uses this newspaper
for a very personal and sinister pur-
pose, we cannot condone his conduct.

The relevancy of the newspaper and
reference to the editor is important
in this discussion because my
allegation is not that the Attorney-
General’s Department or any
member of it was bribed or
influenced ; my allegation is that
they were intimidated, because you
will see that initially the superin-
tendent of police was quietly told
that he should not pursue this
investigation. But he pursued it and
what did he get ? Front page banner
headlines of every mishap that hap-
pened in Jaffna. The superintendent
of police had to take responsibility.
Even in the front page “ Opinions”
several unjust and unnecessary re-
ferences were made to him. Iven
after the suspect was discharged, in
the front page “Opinion” of the
“ Daily Mirror” of 20th January, re-
ferring to some church incident which
had happened in Jaffna on Christmas
Eve, the Editor of the “Daily Mir-
ror ” says :

“ At this distance of time, when the
initial haze of distortion has been cleared
and the facts appear more clear and
stark, the public poses the obvious ques-
tion : Where was the Superintendent of
Police, Jaffna, when his subordinates were

skylarking before the Church incident
and during the whole grim episode 7 ... ..

The public also has a right to know
how this particular Superintendent of
Police who was transferred out of Jaffna
managed to get his transfer cancelled and
is permitted to remain cn home territory
for another year.”

Everybody in Jaffna and 1in
Colombo knew that the superinten-
dent of police had been mentioned
in this paper because he had not com-
plied with the suggestion made by the
editor of this paper. So, it was
because some official in the Attorney-
General’s Department feared intimi-
dation of this type, it was because he
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feared that some of his lapses might
be exposed if he did not oblige the
editor, that he did adopt this course
of conduct.

Sty Dol En WSS
(@@éz.ﬁwﬂs&r o 1y ,igyeﬁ@xrrr&mﬁ')
(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The hon. Member is paying too
much attention to the newspaper.

3. duyY. »HCH HO D,
(Bm. oF. erer. pourgerh)
(Mr. V. N. Navaratnam)

The conduct of the Attorney-
General’s Department is directly con-
nected with what is contained in this
paper. Because this paper had been
intimidating other officials, some par-
ticular officials in the department got
frightened.

Let not the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary say that this was a frame-
up, because if it was a frame-up it
is a much more serious thing than
murder., They should have instructed
the 1.G.P. to investigate this fully so
that the police officials and the “ blue-
bearded ” politicians who were res-
ponsible for this could be brought to
book. This is not a small matter. So
I would earnestly appeal to you and
the Government to order a full probe
into the investigations done by the
various departments connected with
the administration of justice in re-
gard to this matter.

I would also like to refer to a com-
plaint I had to make during the dis-
cussion of the Votes of the Ministry
of Justice on the last occasion. I men-
tioned to the hon. Parliamentary Sec-
retary that under the Sirima-Shastri
Pact lakhs of people living in the up-
country have to make applications
either to the Government of Ceylon
or to the Government of India and
these applications have to be attested
by justices of the peace. Because of
the scarcity of justices of the peace in
the upcountry there are lakhs and
lakhs of applications which cannot be
sent to the department. I earnestly
recommend that trade unions which
have a membership in the country
should be permitted to recommend at
least one justice of the peace for
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every 10,000 members at least for a
period of two or three years so that
all these applications could be sent
in.

I would also like to refer to some
of the hardships and difficulties
which members of the judiciary
have to suffer. You would appreciate
that judges, to whatever court they
belong, are expected to maintain a
fairly high standard of living. They
have to keep aloof. They are the only
category of public servants who
cannot go by public transport, who,
when they go to a picture palace,
have to remain aloof and go to a
higher class. So it is very necessary
| that urgent steps be taken to revise
the salaries paid to the judges. I am
| also aware of the hardships that
judges are undergoing for want of
proper transport. Most of them have
now to depend on friends and others
for transport. It not only causes them
inconvenience but also embarrass-
ment. Therefore, 1 earnestly urge
that judicial officers be given permits
to import cars for their use.

I should also like to refer to the
question of proficiency in Sinhala
where judicial officers are concerned.
You will remember that this Govern-
ment gave certain concessions to new
entrant public servants by Treasury
Circular No. 701. T am made to under-
stand that the concessions given to
public servants by this circular are
not being given to judicial officers
on the ground that they do not come
under the control of the P.S.C. Appa-
rently, that was not the intention
of the Cabinet. The intention of the
Cabinet was that judicial officers also
should receive the concessions gran-
ted by that circular. I hope this mat-
ter too will be looked into.

OzY. 30CGew » dw. (e @B
2@’ oTw®)

(8. erer. dlwaCaar—p e ymwesfen
LT TmEneT pd Gl Gie)

(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance)

Mr. Chairman, I do not intend
taking much time. I want to make

some observations on one or two
matters.

i 460 ]
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First of all, I wish to refer to the
condition of the buildings that are
being used as prisons in the various
part of the Island. Needless to say,
they are very antiquated. I grant
that there is a difficulty—lack of
finances to put up new buildings.
But I think it is time we made
a beginning somewhere. I refer
especially to the prison building in
Kandy. The other day a foreign
friend of mine who happened to go
to Kandy for the first time, as we
were passing the prison building,
asked me whether it was not the
castle of the last King of Kandy. It
has the appearance of a medieval
castle. What is more, it is located in
the best part of the City of Kandy
and occupies very extensive grounds
which can be put to better use for

civic purposes.

Time was when it was necessary
for the convenience of officials during
the colonial days to have these things
located in the heart of the town.
But it is absolutely unnecessary now,
and a tremendous amount of harm
is caused as a result of keeping the
prisoners cooped up in these build-
ings. The Gratiaen Report way back
in 1949 also referred to this aspect
of the matter, and referring to the
Bogambara Prison, hoped that when
the open prison, started in Palle-
kelle it would be possible to shift the
Kandy prison there. Nothing of the
kind has happened, unfortunately. It
may be that it is harmful to mix this
type of prisoners with prisoners
normally kept in open air prisons.

There has been an agitation by the
people of Kandy, the local authority
and other responsible organizations to
shift this prison from its present site.
This agitation has been going on for
the last thirty to forty years. But no-
thing has been done. I earnestly
appeal to the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary and the Hon. Minister of
Justice to make a start somewhere—
at least shift the prison, housed in this
medieval castle of Kandy from its
preseat site to some other place. These
remarks of mine apply not only to
Kandy but other prisons as well. All


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2469
Sudkmn smo’ e@ddsm, 1969-70

these buildings are located in the best
parts cf the various cities, including
Colombo.

& on. 4.45

I should now like to deal with
another very important matter which
should engage our attention at the
present moment—the overcrowding
of prisons. This is not a matter which
will involve money. What is required
is a change of attitude, approach and
policy in regard to this matter. I think
this problem can be easily solved.

If you go through the prison figures
for the last so many years you will
see that more than half the prison
population is there because they have
been unable to pay their fines. They
are those who are called short-term
prisoners. This need not happen.
Other countries have solved this pro-
blem in various ways. There is no
difficulty in solving this problem our-
selves. Overcrowding in prisons can
be almost altogether eliminated if a
realistic approach is made to the pro-
blem. In other words provision should
be made to give the defaulters more
time to pay their fines. I believe at
present not much time is given for the
payment of fines, maybe two days or
three dates. I think, it does not
matter giving them  adequate
time, even up to one year. In
point. of fact, if fthere is any
difficulty in collecting these fines
through the courts because these cases
have to be called over and over again
for the recovery of fines, I might even
suggest, as is done in other countries,
that these fines be collected through
the police. This is being done in many
countries.

I would, in this connection, refer
to the latest administration report of
the Commissioner of Prisons, which
is very revealing. This sort of obser-
vation has been made year after year,
but nothing has been done. It is time
we took some positive action in this
connection. This is what the latest
report says:
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“ .As mentioned elsewhere, approxi-
mately half the entire prison population
are there because they have been unable
to pay their fines—this year’s figures re-
veal a staggering increase of 48 per cent
over the previous year's—while over
four-fifths are there for sentences under
6 months. Other countries like the
United Kingdom are achieving this object
by measures like the suspended sentence,
conditional discharge, total prohibition of
imprisonment for young offenders, parole,
greater use of probation, periodical
imprisonment or week-end detention, and
prompt disposal of cases of remandees
awaiting trial, to mention a few. In short,
it is realised and accepted that
an offender should be sent to prison
only if and when the court is
satisfied that no other method of dealing
with him is appropriate. As regards
fines, in the United Kingdom the
Criminal Courts now have more
powers to enforce fines, and amend-
ments in procedure have been made to
ensure that fine defauters are sent to
prison only after all other measures of
fine enforcement have been f{ried un-
successfully. It is sincerely hoped that
early action will be taken in regard to
the pressing matters mentioned above.”

The report goes on to say :

“During the year, 7,045 persons were
admitted to prisons in default of payment
of fines, creating a new record, as against
4765 last year. Of this number, 1,136
were admitted for criminal offences,
1,021 for non-criminal offences, and as
many as 4,880 for statutory offences. The
percentage composition of the total ad-
missions has increased from 44.3 in 1966-
67 to 55.7 during the year under review.

It is obvious that the admission of this
vast horde of persons who come in for
very short terms, who are imprisoned not
because offences have been committed
for which the Courts regard a prison
sentence as the fitting penalty, but be-
cause of failure through poverty to pay
fines due under decisions of the judiciary,
must have a devastating and demoralizing
effect on the prison administration and
the entire system of rehabilitation and
training of offenders. This is quite apart
from the incalculable damage to the
prisoners and their families and the
drain on the finances of the State.”

In point of fact, most of these
people are not criminals. More than
half are there because, for some
reason or other, they are not able to
pay fines. This indeed is creating a
very vital and harmful social prob-
lem because a good many of them are
likely to turn criminals.
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So, I earnestly appeal to the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to look into
the matter because this is a problem
that can easily be solved. Other
methods can be found very easily to

keep these people away from prisons.

My suggestion, Sir—I think the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary has not been
listening, obviously—is that there is
no harm in  giving ample
time for the payment of fines. Now,
short dates are given. Thereafter a
person is committed to prison. It
does not matter giving adequate time,
even up to a year or more. If the
courts are finding it difficult to collect
the fines, collect it through the police.
Some method like that has been
 found in other countries and the pro-
blem has been tackled. If that is
done and this large number of people
is kept away from prisons, the over-
crowding in prisons can, I feel, be
altogether eliminated.

There is another matter I wish to
mention before I conclude. I like to
refer to this because it is one of the
matters the hon. Member for Chava-
kachcheri (Mr. V. N. Navaratnam)
also referred to. It is in regard
to the difficulties that judicial officers

find themselves in. I refer toc the pro-
blem of housing.

In Kandy, Sir, the district judge
had a bungalow. But since it has been
given to some other institution, the
District Judge of Kandy has not been
able to get the government bungalow.
It is very embarrassing for a judicial
officer to be at the mercy of landlords.
Here again, I like to draw the atten-
tion of the Hon. Minister to this
problem. He must make a start
somewhere. No doubt the question of
money is there. But a start must be
made somewhere, and it may be
possible to solve this problem
gradually.
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(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)

He has resigned.

E8onedd ATTMéHeD .

(B fPwrCar LT Trpriss)

(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

I will tell you why he resigned.
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HEBN SN mE S
(e puile) wilésri)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)
What are the names ?

BOmedT Aoy ndrsnem .
(‘Q@m‘@ G PlwrCair LT TTBTIISGS )
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

D. E. Rajapakse was appointed
chairman, but he has been bedridden
from the time of his appointment.

a& & 8. 8. 928 (D&Y m
™ R[S @OR)

(Czorrey 0. (. .Lgf,#f. T QT BT — & g
Qarifle, s pQumifler syedsi)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)

A very decent man.

E8&nedi ALy wdsNww Sds.
(S LDwrCear L rrprigs)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

He may be decent, but he cannot
do the work as he is bedridden.
[0 BE®] el e 218 D@
e @ B.

& 5%, D
oS 8. 8. @8, 9HDIA»

(Qaorras 10, (F. gyi. @ewraui ser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
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(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)
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Qaraptoy)

(Mr. N. Denzil Fernando—Negombo)

I wish to speak a few words on the
Voets of the Ministry of Justice. 1
would request the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Justice
to see that the building for the Magis-
trate’s Court, Negombo, is erected
very early. The money has been pro-
vided and the plans are ready. The
present building is a very old one. I
shall be very thankful to the Minis-
try of Justice if this building is put
up early.

Then, with regard to the law’s
delays, there has always been a com-
plait that cases take a long time to

4——od 6721 (69/9)
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be disposed of. In England, there is
what is called a Master of the Rolls.
We do not follow that system. -

I am not asking that we should
follow that system, Instead, I would
suggest to the Ministry that the J.P--
U.Ms be asked to work for at least
two weeks in the year performing a
similar role. If you can get the J.P.,
U.Ms to attend to the roll, especially
in the district courts and the magis-
trate’s courts, for two weeks in the
year, I think most of the cases can be
pushed through very early.

The State will not have to spend
money on this, All the J.P., UMs are
very able proctors and lawyers. They
can follow up the roll, and the per-
manent magistrate or the permanent
district judge can hear the trial cases.
So, if for two weeks in the year, each
J.P., UM. could do this, most of the
courts’ delays could be eliminated.

The hon. Member for Chavakachch-
eri (Mr. V. N. Navaratnam) spoke
about the salaries of judges. I think
the salaries of judges are very in-
adequate. Even Supreme Court judges
get only Rs. 3,000. There are chair-
men of corporations who are getting
much more. In fact, in the course of
the Debates it was mentioned
recently that some chairmen get
Rs. 5,000. A magistrate starts with
only Rs. 625, which, with allowances,
totals to about Rs. 900. That is very
inadequate.

The question of salaries must be
looked into. The salaries of judges of
the Supreme Court, commissioners of
assize, district judges and magistrates
should in my view be doubled. I
hope the Ministry will look into this
matter and give them some sort of

redress.

If judges’ salaries are not increased,
the Bench will not attract the hard-
working lawyers. In the case of ap-
pointments as magistrates, no doubt
you get very good persons to select
from, but I am sure that if the sala-
ries are increased and certain other
facilities are granted, such as foreign
exchange permits for the purchase of
new cars, magistrates and judges
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would be available after a certain
fixed period. They do public work and
state work. The state administration

cannot go on without the courts.

I am told that Supreme Court
judges get state cars for their use. I
say that this concession should be ex-
tended. Why should the other judges
too not be entitled to state cars ? If
chairmen of corporations and some
directors can be given official cars,
I do not see why a district judge or
a magistrate, even if he cannot be
given a state car for his use, should
not be given the necessary foreign
exchange so that he may obtain a
decent car.

Most judges have to travel ten,
fifteen or twenty miles to their cir-
cuit courts or to hold an inquest on
the spot. In a murder case they may
have to travel thirty to forty miles.
So, it is very necessary that they have
a good vehicle.

ofel. @& ww AF Wéshen .
(6er®@c)

(&m. orii. By - L_WIGN) LIGRT LT T 5T U &—
G?;Emb@u)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

Give the Parliamentary Secretaries
cars.

oY BE Y ¢ Cw.

(B QerGe Qui@erGLir)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Parliamentary  Secrearies  also
perform public duties.—[Interrup-
tion]. If on any day my two cars
break down, there is no problem : I
can come by bus. There is no neces-
sity for us, Members of Parliament, to
get cars now.

I hope that the suggestions I have
made will be borne in mind by the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary.

Bewidn @535 @ VCE®

2480
—20deD BEND
ofed. . el DD HONGD Sea.
(B erLl. Y. 1 UIG LIGT LT T 5T U5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Mr. Deputy Chairman, I propose to
raise a number of questions; mnone

of them relates to my constituency
but to more general questions.

The first point I want to bring to
the notice of the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary is that I think the depart-
ments under his Ministry never
reached such a low level as they have
reached at present. It is a sad but

true fact.

Starting with the  Attorney-
General, 1 say he has hardly distin-
guished himself in the course of the
last two years by any singular
brilliant performance—a law officer
who does not know to distinguish
between a prima facie case and one
that is not!

We had the unedifying spectacle of
the prosecutions, repeated elmost to
the point of persecution of Michael
Baas. Case after case was launched
against this man, who was dischavrged
time after time by a magistrate
against whom no one can sugges.
anything. He is a brother-in-law of
one of your Ministers of the U.N.P.
That magistrate discharged this man
three times, and three times he was
directed to be committed and re- in-
dicted by an Attorney-General
appointed politically, and we have
seen with what disastrous results that
prosecution ended.

We have seen the prosecution of
Dr. Mackie Ratwatte on charges of
bribery. I can understand it if
people thought that there was a cas€
to be met, but there was no case to
be met. A lawyer had to be retained
from London to try and press that
appeal. And in the appeal what did
that advocate who came from
London have to say ? Mr. Gratiaen
stood up and said, “I am not press-
ing the appeal”. Is that what we
spend public money for ?

Recently we have had the even
more unedifying spectacle of an
Attorney-General standing up in a
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court, after three and a half years of
trial, and saying, “I concede I have
no case against these people who
have been kept on remand for three

and a half years.”

Is this the kind of performance
that the Ministry of Justice is there
for ? Are we voting money to feed
your political favourites in this kind
of way ?

I would ask the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to consider this question.
Consider the cases of less important
people. Leave aside the Udugamas
and the Henpitagedera Gnanaseehas
and the Michael Baases. Do not
worry about Dr. Ratwatte. They
were political victims where the
Attorney-General got his orders from
the Ministers; matters were dis-
cussed at the Government Parlia-
mentary Group meeting before
plaints were filed.

I know, the Hon. Prime Minister
has told me that he was not respon-
sible, that someone else was.
Another Minister has said. “I am not
responsible. Orders came from the
Prime Minister ”. You can say this
backwards and forwards, but that
does not cover up—

aé 8. 8. ®8. 9erDdAm
(Qserrer 1o, 1F. gyi. Hewreur ger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
It was not discussed.

S A Wéne S.
__%-'I', L UiGw LIGSTL_TIT 5T L1 &% )
Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not saying it was discussed
by you. I am saying that it was
discussed at the Government Parlia-
mentary Group meeting and the
announcement was made there that
Dr. Ratwatte was to be prosecuted
on a charge of bribery. I say that
without any hesitation—the state-
ment was made by the Hon. Minister
of State. Let him get up and deny it.

oS, @éd.
(‘@(_ﬂj. GTLI.
Mz K R,
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(@l puldey wiésmi)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)
That is not correct.

ofed. @d. Ruw BT wdsnen .

(B el opi. L wew LWL mTpTILES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Let him get up and deny it. He
sits there like a sphinx because he
knows that what I am saying is true.

ad e&. @ld. SwdBAB
(Qasorran Cen. '%26‘%- QUIQUIT &6oT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I am not in my seat.

ofd. @l dwi D NNED Sw.
(Biap. orii. oyi. LGN LIGHTL T [BTLIGS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You can sit wherever you like and
eat cake if you want—I have not the
slightest objection. But the fact
remains that when I make these
statements, I make them with a full
sense of responsibility, being aware
of what I am saying.

Now, is this not the lowest depths
to which the Attorney-General has
ever sunk in the history of this
country ? Have we not reached the
stage where an Attorney-General, in
every important case that he has
handled from the date of his appoint-
ment up to date, has made a mess of
things ?

o 8. 8. @8, 9RVEQD
(Qaorrar 1o. (F. gyi. @ewraui ser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
May be his incompetence.

2fS. @8 Ded DE NCNEWD Dex.

(B@. ol gyi. L uwow LIGRT L_IT T BT U1 5 & )

(Mr. F .R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I agree, and if you appoint incom-
petent people, the people who
appoint these incompetent people
must take the responsibility for it.—
[Interruption]. If people are in-
competent they must not be entrust-
ed with public office. If the people
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appointed do not know their business
then those who recommend those
appointments must take the respon-
sibility for it. I am not saying that
people are always competent. It is
much easier to make these incompe-
tent people bend and turn to the
dictates of politicians. In other
words, that is one of the reasons why
incompetent people are sometimes
appointed.

g. o 515

Now let us take practical cases. Are
you aware that in the criminal
courts of this country, the district
court and the assizes, accused
persons are being discharged in case
after case at the end of the prosecu-
tion case on the basis that there is no
evidence to call upon the defence ?
Have you bothered to call for statis-

tics ? In every such case judges have
made such remarks as: “I do not
know why the department ever
indicted this man on the available
material.”

DRIz 8N wmE Scs.

(@ pude whssri)
(Mr. Naina Marikar)
Can you give a concrete case ?

ofd. @ld. dued AL wdsnwd .
(8. oris. oyi. Lwew LT rTsruEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I can give you case after case. I can
give you the numbers and all the
details if you want—not only in indi-
vidual cases in which I have appear-
ed. I say, call for the statisctics and
find out on an average how many
cases there have been over the last
two years in which defence counsel
interviewed the Attorney-General
for the quashing of a commitment ;
representations made, committals not
quashed, committals gone through,
indictments filed. Counsel do not care.
They are paid a fee to appear in cases.
Counsel do not mind a bit from the
point of view of the defence. They

Bewldm @xIF) Oev AC®
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may go and argue the case, and at
the end of the case what happens ?
The prosecution case is closed, the
defence is not even called, and judges
make remarks.

PR5N S & e

(@l plhe wissri)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

The hon. Member for Dompe must
give me concrete cases. I would like
to have details.

of ., @8, Vuwd D Ndnm Ocs,

(B et yi. Lwew LG LT 5rwés)

(lvr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Are you asking me to make a
complaint about individual cases ? I
am attacking the Attorney-General’s
incompetence, which is precisely
what I am here for. If you think I
am not going to attack him, you are
mistaken. If you want case numbers
I can give you the particulars of
several cases which I am personally
aware of. I do not claim to be aware
of all the cases in this country in
which the Attorney-General has
been found fault with by judges of
the Supreme Court. I do not claim
any encylopaedic knowledge of all
such cases we have in this country.
Far from it.

I speak with knowledge, and when
I say this is happening, you can take
it from me that what I am saying is
not false. I am not interested in com-
plaining about a particular case.

E5N S8 mE .

(2@’ puley whAssri)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

I am only asking for concrete cases.

AT, @8 dw T NWdNeD S
(8. orli. oy, Lwew LT rTpri&Es)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not interested in “ concrete”
cases. I do not want, like the hon.
Member for Chavakachcheri (Mr. V.
N. Navaratnam) who made his
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charge with reference to one parti-
cular case, to complain about indi-
vidual cases. I am not interested in
that. I am talking of cases where
there was not the slightest shred of
evidence on which to proceed and
judges have said—[Interruption]. If
you want concrete cases, I will give
you two immediately.

One is a district court case—a
criminal case—in Kuliyapitiya. A
man was charged with causing death
in a fatal accident. There was abso-

lutely not a shred of evidence as to
the indentity of the driver of the car.
There was not a shred of evidence
by any witness. Representations
were made—/[Interruption.] I do not
mind. Even if the hon. Member likes
to have particulars I am prepared to
give them. I will give you the num-
ber. I have not brought it here with
me now. I can give you all the details ;
there is no problem. If you think I
am bluffing—[Interruption]. I am
not interested in pointing to a parti-
cular instance. I am asking you how
many such cases there are.

Now, in this particular case there
was not a shred of evidence. I made
representations in this case to, I
think, Crown Counsel Mr. Faiz Mus-
tapha and Senior Crown Counsel
Mr. Wijesundera in writing. All I
had to say was that there was not
a shred of evidence to establish the
identity of the driver. That is all. The
case went to trial. Representations
were rejected; indictment issued ;
the case came up for trial before the
District Court of Kurunegala. The
Additional District Judge was Mr. T.
W. Rajaratnam. If you are interested
to know the particulars, I will tell
you. The prosecution called its wit-
nesses, they led evidence that a car
knocked into a cart and a man died.
There was no evidence in regard to
the driver. Mr. Rajaratnam prompt-

* ly says, “I do not understand why in

this case an indictment was ever
drafted.”
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I am not talking of cases where
witnesses go back on their testimony,
or where people have made some
statement which justifies a prosecu-
tion; when it comes to trial wit-
nesses sometimes do go back on the
testimony they have given earlier
to the police. That can happen. I am
not blaming the Attorney-General in
situations like that. I am talking of
cases where from the word go it is
quite apparent—as when in non-
summary proceedings witnesses go
back on their statements—and
perfectly plain to one and all that
you have not got evidence on which
to indict. Why proceed ? That is the
kind of case I am talking about. Is
that the only one ? There are heaps
and heaps of such cases which I can
give you. There are many cases in
the assize courts too.

If you read the newspapers you
will find such remarks from the
Bench very often reproduced in bold
print—even in your own newspapers.
What follow up action is taken by the
Ministry in these cases? Up to date
has the Ministry ever inquired from
the Attorney-General’s Department
how this happens, even where you
find a newspaper item referring to a
case where the judge says addressing
the crown counsel, “I do not know
why an indictment was ever issued
in this case.” ? Do you ever take the
step of writing a letter to the
Attorney-General asking for a report,
to find out the facts, as to what has
happened ? Nothing.

In other words, the real point I
want to raise is this. What do you
think is the function of your
Ministry ? Are you there merely to
supervise a few clerks working in the
offices of the magistrate’s courts of
the district courts or the courts of
requests ? Are you there to worry
about whether the buildings are going
to be whitewashed periodically ? Are
you there to concern yourself merely
with the housekeeping problems like
the payments to staff ? Or are you in
any real sense a Minister of Justice ?
You are not concerned with the ad-
ministration. No one is asking you


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2487

Swdkm wmm emPddum, 1969-70
[ofef. 8. Bwed JTDSBENWE a0, ]
to poke your fingers into that or to
mess about with the decisions of
judges. That is not your job. That is
being handled by very competent
judicial officers who know their
business and whose Votes have
already been dealt with. The
Supreme Court’s Votes are over. The
Judicial Service Commission’s Votes
are over. No one is interested in that,
but we ask you this question. Is it
not your business to see how laws are
being administered for the welfare of
the people of this country, and to
satisfy yourself—not about individual
cases—and see whether justice is
done or not? There will always be
the odd case of an injustice here or
there. I am not bothered about that.
There will always be the odd case
where the Attorney-General takes a
view different to that of somebody
else. He must take his decision : no
one asked him not to.

But when you find that in practi-
cally every case, in every case of
importance, the Attorney-General is
wrong, and when I tell you that in a
large number of much less important
cases the same thing is happening,
case after case, without the sligtest
justification for it, as a matter of
routine, I want to know from you
whether you are prepared to look
into the question every time these
cases come up, to call for records and
to find out for yourself whether there
was justification for the prosecution
or not. There are many cases where
people get acquitted.

HIsH 8 & Swa.
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(Mr. Naina Marikar)

I do not wish to interrupt the hon.
Member, but in fairness I should
like to have those cases so that I can
inquire into the matter.

ofe, @d. Red D WlshneD Sw.
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(Mr. F .R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You are asking me to give you the
cases. I can certainly give you some,
but I cannot give you all. I am ask-
ing you to obtain the lot and go into
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it. Please understand me. I am not
asking you to answer in regard to
particular cases I bring to your
notice. I know the facts of the cases
I am bringing up because in most of
them I have appeared. I know what
happened. ~ Very often I was the
counsel, present in court. I have
heard the remarks from the Bench. I
know the facts of the case, and I
know perfectly well whether there
was a justification for an indictment
or not or whether I managed to get
the man off on some other ground.
That sometimes happens. Whether a
man is guilty or innocent it is some-
times possible either on the law or on
the facts for a man to be acquitted,
and sometimes even guilty people
can be acquitted. That is not the point
I am making here.

I want you to ascertain for your-
self whether, in the number of cases
where an accused have been dis-
charged without a defence being
called upon, you are satisfied that
there was sufficient material for the
Attorney-General’s Department fto
indict or whether this is attempted
as a cursory business, as a matter of
no concern to anyone. That is what I
am talking about.

Let me get to another matter. Take
the Bribery Commissioner’s Depart-
ment. The Bribery Commissioner’s
Department now is being put to a
strange use, the strange use being to
pillory the people you find politically
inconvenient and to create alibis for
the ones you find politically con-
venient. The most recent case we
had was the case in which the Prime
Minister referred a complaint he had
received against a fellow Minister
to the Bribery Commissioner and
received a reply from the Bribery
Commissioner that the Minister is
exonerated. This is a strange
method of getting people declared
innocent, independent of the courts
of law. .

I myself do not know the facts. I
do not know whether that Minister is
guilty or not guilty, or what the
charge is. I am not bothered with
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it. Certainly, it is something consi-

dered sufficiently important for the

Prime Minister to refer it to some

authority for investigation. That is

what I am saying.
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(Mr,
Member)

There was no case.

Vernon Jonklaas—Appointed
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The point is that I would like very
much to be told that there was no
case by someone who had jurisdic-
tion to inquire, because under the
relevant section of the law there
must be the authority of the Speak-
er to inquire into a complaint like
that. The Bribery Commissioner had
absolutely no authority, independ-
ent of the Speaker, to ncld any
investigation. The hon. Appointed

Member knows the Bribery Act as
well as I—probably better.—
[Interruption]. Well, then, such

a section exists, you can take it
from me, which debars the Bribery
Commissioner {rom making any
investigation whatsoever against a
Member of this House without the
authority of the Speaker. That is
the point I make.

My point is, what is the use of the
Prime Minister telling us very
unctuously, “I have nothing to hide
in this matter ; as soon as the com-
plaint was made against a Minister
of my Government I referred it to
the Bribery Commissioner and I
have a letter from the Bribery
Commissioner declaring this Minis-
ter innocent.” ?

DHE5N SSwwd Scn.
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(Mr. Naina Marikar)

Surely the Bribery Commissioner
should secure the authority of the
Speaker ?
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

When I asked the question of the
Prime Minister he gave me the
answer, “I do not know whether
authority was obtained.” But if the
Prime Minister tells us in this
House that he had got the O. K. from
the Bribery Commissioner, surely
he must find out and tell us also that
the Bribery Commissiorer had
obtained the authority of the
Speaker, conducted the investigation
and then come to this conclusion.
Otherwise, the Bribery Commis-
sioner’s opinion in regard tc a com-
plaint without investigation is surely
worthless.

The Bribery Commissioner’s let-
ter to the Prime Minister does not
apparently state that he has ques-
tioned anybody, that he has made
any investigations, that he has even
questioned the Minister concerned.
The Prime Minister said, “I have a
letter from the Bribery Commis-
sioner declaring this Minister
innocent. ”

I am not interested in the views
of the Bribery Commissioner with-
out jurisdiction. I am only interest-
ed in the acts of the head of a
department functioning under the
law in accordance with- the due
process of the law. When I asked
the Prime Minister in regard to the
dates, he said, “I am not even
certain whether it was in the time
of Mr. Shirley Corea as Speaker, or
in the time of Sir Albert Peries ”.

I went into the matter from the
records in the Bribery Commis-
sioner’s Department as fully as
possible, and I am satisfied that at
no stage was the authority of the
Speaker ever obtained in regard to
such as investigation.

I am not blaming the Prime
Minister for it. I am stating this as
a fact. I am not saying that the
Prime Minister is to blame or that
he should obtain the authority. But
certainly any conclusion arrived at
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by the Bribery Commissioner with-
out such authority is legally worth-
less, because without an investiga-
tion how can you come to a
conclusion ? If you do not even ask
witnesses a question, if you do not
have the power to summon any-
body, if you have not the power to
send for anybody or examine docu-
'ments and call for anything, not
even to question the accused person,
what is the value of the conclusion
you arrive at in an investigation ?

Recently I had a case which was
even funnier. Mr. Chairman, I wish
to bring this to your notice because
I have already written a letter to
the Speaker and to the Bribery
Commissioner on this matter.
Recently, I had occasion to refer to
a document which I produced in
Parliament, a photostat, affecting a
former Senator. You know whom I
am talking about—Mr. Weera
Wimalaratne. In that letter
Mr. Weera Wimalaratne is alleged
to have solicited a gift not merely
for himself but also for the Hon. C.
P. de Silva from a Japanese firm.

I handed that letter to the Prime
Minister on the Floor of this House
and I requested him to go into the
matter and get it investigated com-
pletely. The next thing I had was a
telephone call on the morning of 5th
September from an officer calling
himself Inspector Liyanage of the
Bribery Department requiring me
to make a statement on this matter.
He sent an officer—I think it was a
man called Serasinghe; I am not
sure; probably a police officer
seconded to the Bribery Commis-
sioner’s Department—to see me.
When he came there I asked him,

“ Have you got authority to investi-

gate ?” I found that not only did he
not have authority, he did not even
have the document which I handed
over to the Prime Minister. So I
told him, “I am sorry, in these
circumstances I am not prepared to
make a statement”, and I promptly
wrote to the Bribery Commissioner
saying “Inasmuch as the letter that
I produced to the Prime.-Minister
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contains a specific allegation, as
against an ex-Senaotr and a present
Member of this House, who is also
a Minister, please see that you
obtain the necessary authority from
the Speaker to investigate the mat-
ter and I shall certainly be willing
to answer all questions and make
the fullest possible disclosure in
regard to all the facts within my
knowledge connected with it. But I
am not prepared to be a party to a
white-washing attempt or to any
investigation which is net fully
authorized in proper legal form
because I am not here to lend my-
self to any investigation whose
purpose is merely to lend colour of
respectability to an investigation
that cannot have respectability un-
der the Act of Parliament without
the Speaker’s authority.”

. . 5.90

The Speaker may refuse that
authority ; that is entirely a matter
for the Speaker. But certainly I do
not know whether it is competent to
a Bribery Department official to act
in this way. Why are we doing this ?
Is it that the Bribery Commissioner
does not know his business ? Is it
that he does not know the law?
Why are we providing so much
money for them—a library, even
money to consult experts and con-
sultants under your Votes—if he is
not prepared to take advice and
even buy the one book he should
know, namely, the Bribery Act?

Sir, these are questions which I
think merit some thought. Or is it
the function of the Parliamentary
Secretary merely tc think: “I am
merely looking after the housekeep-
ing side of it ; I am not a judge, I am
not interested in the law, I am not
here to mess abcut with these
things”? No, you are not here
merely to appoint panels of concilia-
tors, to appoint justices of the peace
and to grant pardons in criminal
cases. In recent years that seems t0
have become very much the concep-
tion of Ministers of Justice, whether
SL.EP. or UNP. It is all wrong.
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That is not what a Minister of
Justice is there for. He must
consider the law as it stands, its
impact on people, and he must give
his mind to the question of how a
law should be made more realistic
and meaningful to the people.

Under the Declaration of Human
Rights accepted by the United
Nations, subscribed to by some
countries, not others—Ceylon is one
of the others which has not so
subscribed—there is a very salutary
proposal to pay compensation to
people wrongly prosecuted in courts.
Under our law we do not even have
provision to pay costs in criminal
cases. I am not talking of Crown
costs ; I am talking of compensation
to accused persons wrongly prose-
cuted without the slighest justifica-
tion for it. Have we not got at
present plenty of circumstances
warranting the justifying of such
compensation ?

I took part recently in a discus-
sion with the Hon. Minister of
Justice at a seminar on the Declara-
tion of Human Rights. There the
Hon. Minister said, and I agreed
with him, that Ceylon should not,
as at present advised, be a party to
that declaration. We should not
subscribe to it in this Human Rights
Year for various reasons. But one
of the articles which the Hon.
Minister commended was this article
for the payment of compensation.
Would it not be appropriate for
you—I am speaking of your Vote—
to think in terms of compensation
to Col. Udugama, to Dr. Ratwatte
and a few others besides ?

Now let us come to more mundane
affairs, to more practical things.
Mr. Parliamentary Secretary, do you
not think that in the sphere of law
reforms your Law Commission is
worthless ? You are having a whole
lot of ex-judges and people of that
quality who are supposed to recom-
mend to you changes in the law. In
order to make changes in the law
and make recommendations to you,
you must have people who are in
touch with the people, with huma-
nity, with public officials who know
exactly how the poorest men in this
country amongst whom we'1ive’ &iid
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work as Members of Parliament
think and feel. It is not merely a
question of refining the technical
drafting techniques, clever questions
in the law which require adjust-
ments. Matters of drafting which
require wit and brilliance should
certainly be referred to competent
persons. And I agree that a solitary
Legal Draftsman and his assistants,
whether in the evening or in the
morning, are not always the best
persons to decide the correct

drafting form which laws should
take.

But think of a few practical
things. Let us take the criminal
courts. Do you not think it a
shocking thing the way maintenance
is being collected in the courts
today ? I am not talking of the
judicial decisions that precede it.
Where a man is denying paternity,
it is all right ; the judges have got
to listen to evidence and decide it,
and sooner or later it is decided. In
the case of legitimate husbands and
fathers there is hardly anything to
argue about ; the liability to
maintenance is quite clear.

But once it is established, then
until those miserable children reach
the age of 16 to 18, as the case may
be, the mother has got to come to
that court-house with all her infants
attached to every one of her limbs,
some of them suckling, and carrying
all her jewellery with her to the
court-house, to collect whatever
niggardly sum the husband hap-
pened to have brought on that
occasion.

I have seen, for example, in the
Matale Courts, peoplie travelling
from the Laggala Electorate—I do
not know whether you know what
it is to travel from the Laggala
Electorate to the Matale Courts.
Sometimes you have got to walk
eight or nine miles to reach a point
from where you can catch a bus.
Having boarded the bus you have to
travel to Matale where you have to
spend a whole Saturday or pre-poya
day to collect your money. Sup-
posing this miserable woman has
Rs. 30 awarded to her as a month’s
payment and her husband comes
and'‘says, “I have not brought
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Rs. 30 ; I have brought only Rs. 10 2
and the magistrate gives another
date and says, ‘“Please bring the
balance on such and such a date”,
this woman has to collect her Rs. 10
and then she has also got to provide
something by way of refreshments
to her children in the Matale town
before they get back to Laggala.

Can some simpler procedure not
be devised for people to get legiti-
mately the money that is due to
them ? Is it impossible to think of
some scheme to pay this money
through a post office and only
investigate defaults if people are
not paying on the due date, in
which event the magistrate can take
punitive action if the appropriate
money has not been paid ?

I saw the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance
raising a plea to give more time for
the payment of fines. I am not here
asking for any clemency for wrong-
doers. I am asking you not to
penalize the innocent merely be-
cause the woman has been deserted
with her children. What crime has
she committed that for the rest of
time she is being penalized and
made to travel and wundergo
discomfort in this way ?

Then, again, we talk of laws
which we make here in this House.
Take price control as a good exam-
ple. We pass laws here providing
for jail sentences for anyone who
commits an offence against the
Price Control Act and we feel very
virtuous that we have done some-
thing to stamp out blackmarketing
in this country and that we have
dealt with offenders. We have a
righteous feeling, perhaps, that we
as Parliamentarians have shown
that we are reacting to public
opinion and are anxious to set right
some of the evils in our country.
But is it really happening ?

Consider for yourself: Does it
solve a problem to send a miserable
salesman to jail because he pro-
fiteered for the benefit of the muda-
lali in his shop ? Have you ever
considered the question of how much
the mudalalis are now paying price
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control officers to avoid jail sen-
tences ? Have you ever considered
what actions should be taken to en-
force the existing laws ? Although
you may not be aware of it, there is
a very salutary law which lays down
that the moment a raid is conducted
by the price control officers the
productions must be produced before
the nearest magistrate within 24
hours. There is such a law in the
Statute book. It is Volume III of
the Subsidiary Legislative Enact-
ments. There is not a single case of
which I am aware where the
requirement has been insisted upon.
That requirement was put into the
law for very good reasons, namely,
to prevent price control officers
from soliciting bribes after the
event. So long as they keep the
productions with them, it is always
possible—no notes or entries have
been made—for the victim concerned
to buy his way out. It is only
when the productions are lodged in
court that the case becomes auto-
matically a necessary consequence.
What actions are taken to enforce
these things ?

Before 1964 prosecutions for
profiteering did not receive the kind
of publicity they receive now. And
why ? Is it that the price control
officers were more negligent or
more venal or is it that the people
were not such bad profiteers as
now ? Or is it that the shortages
you speak of politically did not
actually exist and affect us so
much ? That is not the reason. The
true reason is that there was an
attempt by the S.L.F.P. Govern-
ment to enforce the Licensing of
Traders Act under which inspectors
did not bother about trying to send
salesmen to jail. Any mudalali in
whose shop an offence was com-
mitted was hauled up before the
government agent and sentenced to
pay a fine of Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 10,000
as the case may be, with sometimes
the confiscation of the goods in the
shop and possible threat of the
cancellation of his right to trade.

Anyhow the Supreme Court held
at a certain stage of the then
S. L.F.P. Government that the
appointment of the government
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agents under the Licensing of Trade
Act was illegal, and the tribunals
appointed to hear appeals were also
unlawful by reason of the fact that
they were not appointed by the Judi-
cial Service Commission. That was
the conclusion come to by the
Supreme Court then. At that stage
the S. L. F. P. Government took the
step of inviting the Judicial Service
Commission to make the appoint-
ments because no Minister was in-
terested in making appointments. But
up to date nothing has been done. The
Licensing of Traders Act remains on
the Statute Book ; the profiteers get
away with it ; we feel happy we are
taking a lot of action to pass laws
which we know are ineffective ; and
you sit in the Ministry and let this
continue to happen blissfully unaware
of what is going on.

My respectful submission to you is
that you cannot adopt that attitude.
It is your duty to examine the way
in which laws are administered ; and
if you find gaps and loopholes, that
things are not working for the benefit
of the people in the way they ought
to, then action has to be taken.

Now I come to one last point before
I conclude—I am sorry, Mr. Deputy
Chairman ; I do not wish to disturb
your arrangement. We talk a lot
about corruption in this country, but
whenever it occurs we just seem to
have a knack of turning a blind eye.
Is it not remarkable ?

Recently we had the case of Vavas-
seurs being fined by the Principal
' Collector of Customs some fantastic
sum—Rs. 17 lakhs, I think. There was
a writ of certiorari following this.
It was in connection with some ship-
ment by Vavasseurs of coconut pro-
ducts to Canada—transhipment en
route, I think. I forget the facts.
There was a long argument in court.
Mr. Gratiaen came down, I think,
from the Privy Council to argue the
matter here, and ultimately it was
held against Vavasseurs. They have
now appealed to the Privy Council.
'That is not the point I am making.
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What law is there to prevent Vavas-
seurs from being given further trad-
ing rights? What is there to stop
them from shipping a second consign-
ment of coconut products to some
other distant country ? Here you
catch a man in ine act of corruption.
There is no legal prohibition prevent-
ing him from doing exactly the same
thing the following day.

You are only worried about the
little man : they are put behind bars
so that they cannot repeat their
offences. But the great men have no
problem. :

Recently Lake House was raided
and the directors were found to be
carrying external accounts with
huge balances in Swiss banks. No
doubt, the Department of Inland
Revenue will in due course try to
share those external balances by tak-
ing a part for itself. But does that
solve the problem ? What steps have
you taken to prevent those men from
acquiring any further external bal-
ances ? Is there any provision in law
today to prohibit their importing any
more paper, importing any more
machinery and keeping commissions
in external accounts ? What is the
meaning of this ? We catch our crimi-
nals and get a lot of satisfaction out
of catching them, but the biggest men
are free to carry on doing exactly
that. Is this the law that we stand
for ? Is this the justice that we want
in this country ? Are we interested
merely in prosecuting the lowest in
the country and making it impossible
for them to repeat their offences ?
But, even to this day the Lake House
directors continue to get paper into
this country and there is nothing to
stop them retaining exactly the same
degree of commission that they have
retained in the past. Probably, they
will put it in a safer place so that the
Commission of Inland Revenue will
find it more difficult to find it. Why
this opportunity ? In other words,
the whole weakness we are having in
this set-up is that there seem to be
vested interests on both sides of the
House, a comforiahle feeling that the
laws in the Legislative Enactments
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should not be interfered with. We
might put up a good show to the
people that we are most concerned
about righting and redressing wrongs,
but when we come down to it, from
a technical angle, no real study is un-
dertaken to try to change the system
to change the set-up, to eliminate the
evils that we want to eliminate.

g. on. D.4D

Even on the question of declaration
of assets a law has been proposed by
the Hon. Prime Minister. The real
test of the sincerity of this law re-
mains to be seen. Is it a public dec-
laration of assets that is contemplat-
ed or merely a declaration secretly
made to some authority who has the
power to investigate the assets and
liabilities of individual Members of
Parliament but to keep the results
secret so that our constituents, our
voters will be shielded from all
knowledge, from the truth of the
affairs of their Members of Parlia-
ment ? No doubt many reasons can
be given. Some will say, “It will
affect the dowry prospects of our
children. No one will want to marry
the daughter of a bankrupt.” Some
will say, “ How can we do business ?
Our overdraft facilities will be known
to the last cent. How can we do busi-
ness in this way ?” No, Mr. Parlia-
mentary Secretary. If we are honest
and sincere with ourselves there can
be no secrets from our voters, from
the people who decide to give us the
office of legislators, and a declaration
of assets must be a full and complete
declaration.

On this question of corruption there
are no two sides, no two parties, in
this House. We should have only one

point of view, a determination to
make the laws of this country mean-
ingful to our own people and to solve
the problems of our country in the
proper way.

Bewlds 038 @eTdC®
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Now, as far as our side is concern-
ed, there are no two views on this
matter. We are not waiting for laws ;
we are making a declaration by our-
selves and we are making this dec-
laration public. We are not interest-
ed in restricting it to merely as a
declaration to some authority, to
some official under the seal of
secrecy, to the Commissioner of In-
land Revenue who is bound by oath
not to disclose it to anybody. The
g. L. F. P. does not believe in that
kind of jiggery-pokery secrecy. The
laws which we promulgate for our-
selves are no Acts of Parliament; a
code of conduct does not require
anything. Why are we waiting for
laws ? The Opposition will be,
within the next month, tabling every
single declaration on behalf of every
single hon. Member on a decision
taken by the S. L. F. P.

Why do you not, all of us, in the
interests of pure and clean adminis-
tration do just that ? Let us not wait
for the Legal Draftsman trying to
figure out authorities to whom
hon. Members can make a declara-
tion, and who will have power to
investigate their affairs. It is not a
question of fining somebody or pun-
ishing somebody. We want to outlaw
corruption in this country. Let us
get together and do it. And I think
it can be done, but not on the basis of
pretending that this is not our busi-
ness and that what is in those eleven
or twelve books must be made sacros-
anct for ever.

ed. 3¢. 88cetd» w. (FS8w)

(8w Cop. arov, 8pPICFar—19m@fu)

(Mr. J. L. Sirisena—Bingiriya)
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(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I must inform the hon. Member
that he is not quite relevant but is
carried away by emotion.
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(Mr. Lakshman de Silva)

I like to obey vour Orders but I
have come here to give my reasons
for being dissatisfied with the
judiciary. As an innocent man it is
my duty to do that on behalf of my
poor countrymen.
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(Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai—Kopai)

Mr. Chairman, I must thank you for

GTGN.

allowing me to speak for a few
minutes on these Votes. Much has
been said about the Attorney-

General’s Department and its func-
tioning during the last few years.

The independence of the judiciary
is one of the basic fundamental con-
cepts of a democratic state. I must
add that the independence of the
Attorney-General’s Department is
equally fundamental to democracy.

It is unfortunate thai allegations
have been made about the functioning
of the Attorney-General’'s Depart-
ment, in respect of its competence
and also its being intimidated or in-
fluenced by editors or politicians or
others.

That is a situation that the Govern-
ment must take serious note of. If
this country is to progress, a most
fundamental position that society has
to maintain is that the administration
of justice carries on without fear or
favour, without influence or intimi-
dation.

The Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment has a very primary function,
namely, that of maintaining that high
position of freedom from influence
and freedom from intimidation.

Apart from this, I must also men-
tion that competent men and men
of integrity should be recruited to the
Attorney-General’s Department. That
is a very important matter. Once that
is done, the problems that arise inter-
nally between the officers and others
in the department must be kept in
check.

In the system of promotions,
seniority which has been established
must not be allowed to be under-
mined or changed. I understand that
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for the last 15 or 16 years seniority
has been clearly and well established
within the department. If that is so,
even the Public Service Commission
or the Afttorney-General should not
be allowed to change that, especially
when the departnent is under a
cloud, especially after the allegations
made by the hon. Member for Chava-
kachcheri (Mr. V. N. Navaratnam)
against the department—allegations
which merit serious investigation—
particularly in respect of officers who
handle that particular case. In fact,
I think if an investigation is made it
would also be relevant to the ques-
tion of seniority and any attempt to
upset that system of seniority which
has been established for the last 15
or 16 years. No attempt should be
permitted to dupe the P. S. C. to
interfere.

. oo, 6.45

There is another matter, and that
is something that has already been
mentioned in the House. It concerns
the independence of the judiciary in
the sense that it depends on the
appointment of gnod and competent
men. That too depends on an appro-
priate salary scale which would
attract competent and good men.
Unfortunately, this aspect of the
matter has not been given due consi-
deration by the public or by the
legislators of this country. A funda-
mental requisite of a good society is
a good, clean and independent admi-
nistration of justice. To ensure that,
you must have good men, competent
men. And in order to attract them,
I repeat, they must be given an
adequate salary scale, with promo-
tional prospects which would be
made known to them when they enter
the service.

As far as appointments and promo-
tions are concerned, senior members
of the judiciary have had occasion to
be dissastisfied with the higher
appointments made. I do not say
that the Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment should not be given a share of
the plums of higa office in the judi-
ciary or that the apoointments should
be from the unofficial barigl-doynot
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even say that a balance should be
struck. All I say is that competent
men and men of integrity should be
taken 1in.

When one enters the judicial
service one should have prospects of
going to the higher posts in the
service. The senior officers should
not be placed in an embarassing or
disadvantageous position or in fear
of being overlooked and persons from
outside, either from the officia] bar
or from the unofficial bar should not
be pulled in without adequate consi-
deration of the seniority and compe-
tence of the members already in the
judiciary.

I have dealt with the conditions of
service of judicial officers, and I now
want to speak a few words about the
Ehysical conditions in which they

ave to work. I must mention that
I was glad to see the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary visit the Mannar
courts a few days back. It is impor-
tant for the hon. Parliamentary Sec-
retary, even if the Hon. Minister is
unable to do so, to visit these district
courts and circuit courts and look
into the actual physical conditions
under which those courts function.
Some of these courts are housed in
very old and dilapidated buildings
which are in danger of crumbling,
and in bad weather it is not possible
to work there. It is so even in the
case of the Jaffna courts.

So, I was very happy to see the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary making
a round of the district courts and
circuit courts to see the actual state
of the buildings and the work that
is being done. Most of these build-
ings require replacements. The Jaffna
courts require new buildings just as
much as the Mannar courts. The con-
troversy over the siting of the Jaflna
District Court should not hold up the
construction of new buildings, as far
as the lawyers and the public are
concerned. They are not interested
in that controversy. It should be built
anyway, either at Pannai or on the
present site which could be made
quite useful if the old buildings are
pulled down and a new three-
storeyed building put up.
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There is another matter with
regard to the physical conditions in
which judicial officers work namely,
the lack of quarters for them. Take
the Jaffna District Court. The official
quarters inside the fort was condemn-
ed many years back. Up to date there
are no official quarters for the Dis-
trict Judge of Jaffna. Can you
imagine a situation like that ? The
post of District Judge, Jaffna, is one
of the highest posts in the district
service, and yet there are no official
quarters for him. It is very embar-
rassing for a district judge to go to
a district—you can understand that
situation in Colombo—and live in
somebody’s house on rent, however
good the landlord may be. There-
fore, one of the first requisites of
judicial officers is good housing.
Judicial officers must have good
government quarters, so that they
will not have to be tenants under
private individuals. That is a very
basic requisite.

The other requisite is transport.
The cars that they have are so old
that they have to be repaired very
often, and while the car is under
repair they are in a difficulty. They
have to rely on a friend’s car or hire
a car to take them about. That is not
satisfactory. This type of situation in
respect of judicial officers is very
embarrassing, because it can create
a wrong impression as to the judge’s
independence when he travels in a
friend’s car or hires a particular car
to go about.

These two items are very vitally
important—housing and transport.
Judicial officers should be given
quarters wherever they may be
posted to, and official cars or permits
to buy new cars.

Then there is another small
matter with regard to conciliation
boards. I think conciliation boards
in many areas are functioning well.
It is true that complaints are being
made in this House that appoint-
ments in certain places are not
satisfactory, that they are political
appointments, that incompetent or
wrong persons have been appointed.
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That may be so in certain cases, but
I think in the majority of cases the
conciliation boards are functioning
well, perhaps so well that I think
the rural courts might soon go out
of work. That might be a situation
which the Ministry will have to
watch. What is going to happen in
these matters ? You will have to
watch two things. If the concilia-
tion boards function very well, the
rural courts may not have work. If
they do mnot function well, they
might become political institutions
to harass political opponents. These
are two extremes, one good, the
other bad, within which the deve-
lopment of conciliation boards must
be carefully watched by the Minister
of Justice.

Then, Sir, on the question of
enactment of laws, much has been
said. No doubt Parliament is the
legislature in all matters. It deter-
mines the policies under which the
law is enacted. Nevertheless, we do
not have adequate advice on the
screening of laws that are enacted
in Parliament. It is left entirely to
the draftsmen. The laws that are
enacted are often contradictory and
perhaps made for the moment with-
out any co-ordination. Often the
laws became merely the principles
of justice that we thought should be
maintained in a democratic society.
I am perticularly referring to certain
sections of certain regulations which
have been made and promulgated
which make the accused or a suspect
almost a guilty person without even
the chance of proving that he is not
guilty. There are laws in this coun-
try which make the situation almost
that—an accused is presumed to be
guilty, and probably he is not given,
by the circumstances of the case,
even the opportunity of proving that
he is not guilty of a particular
offence or crime. That type of situ-
ation should be avoided by creating
some permanent law commis-
sion which should investigate legis-
lation that has to be passed or is
sought to be passed by Parliament.
Some policies basic to good govern-
ment must be the ruling principle
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under which this commission will
recommend the enactment of such
laws.

Of course there has been an
argument against such a procedure :
firstly, because that will cause delay
secondly, a government that wants
a particular law passed in a hurry
for a particular purpose will
certainly be blocked by such a com-
mission as being controdictory to
earlier stated principles. Such
recommendations against proposed
legislation may be put across by a
law commission. In the interests of
good government, of the future
of this country, of the administration

| of justice in this country, such a

permanent law commission is a
necessity in my opinion.

The long-term good effects of such
a law commission would outweigh
the short-term advantages that
might accrue to any particular
government for the enactment of a
hasty law for any particular purpose.
These are matters which the Hon.
Minister should take into considera-
tion when considering the views
that have been expressed in this
House.

I want to repeat particularly, if
I may, that the Attorney-General’s
Department has come in for criti-
cism in this House. In fact it should
have been beyond criticism ; like the
judiciary, the Attorney-General’s
Department should have maintained

' a position in which it would not be

criticized and subject to criticism.
We have the sorry spectacle of hon.
Members of this House rising and
saying, “Something is wrong with
the Attorney-General’s Department,
and more wrong will be done by it.
Please be careful.” Such a situation

has arisen. I am very sorry that it is

so. But warning is necessary.

I hope the Hon. Minister of Justice

will not easily lean on the Attorney-
General and his views on any mat-

- ters that have been expressed in this

House.

Bewlm 0535 ed VC® 2528

—z0d BEnd

53¢ Qoo S . (DRGED)

((@@ 19 ) avron @mr@afﬂ';.fsf—r@af_.r@gg@)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera—Habaraduwa)

wé Bewl®s weneBDDNOL], eI
@b @RS (2EEeDGECeCR @w.)
BBesB ceendmned@syRd emedB g¢
mOsyee DNedE afd emdses &0
ge&e 4% ©0 WEBT crvgeld Be B
CMBHED emmee ? @Y e T
wf O 6T D Sdn v Bwny
B¥mAn® =6 IBWS oy e
e pedsy oy D6 oY BB
6® @etRe «Osm ©r»edB, o
eQwéen ceddw® CZHTW VO &l
D6 Heam @l OO ed sw
cwsY ge B G 3wy 6eecen
DO g cbd WE G N OWY
8 cryoeded® Hihd GBmné
@D oy w6 onf 6® glmies
cef Ve GuE ® BCWEw, DO BB
B3RS BEICD axYdny o8 SRed
»E B @ Ondm Y
e DCew & 800 @E8unyd® wmm g8
IO @0 B d¥m cD®n.

@& Bewlids sesBdE, 68
Do  wOeD ecimelsIy
14 = RSO gy 3 Beadm.
T00 &BwC ccenyd gmuny c3d
we 62xf WS BeA®D. WY BBy
c® uFE dTeomm® g8 gxnd@m Wosy
D0 wHD. & Doy ud®wn 6cmn
@b =288c®xsfm o nenBeasy
gy O . A® Gads e »d
CENCEAD AD & ¢ »D. T Bekn 2
s e goc 908 S0 Y énsY
ey 0 Vo B, 80 Bed. P&
BB, “ D @@ gom dmow 7
Do, deed sy O BHw®, “ IO ¢
26 ey O ey DD muen.”
B, & B 00 sdmesy gHC OB
Dby cerYm®. moded ob OTFH
2® (Ddedc dw.) =g Scosy
R BDBBwHO ©Bss’B dwewsy
w80 88w e’ O O
gentd D8 @& wEEeTY
e DEYMewsy am @O 8RO
I® gimbencd 08DE WS nBd

o IEDE Oy e BBR


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2529
Beddm v emQ®sm, 1969-70

wrYef wnedy) B DO o ZAD®
wef Om WE; GenddE eendINEE
88dec udmw ) WE; BFDwINS
DEYO gD@ns GB8mmd o edmwY
ctf O VHRE o ADEE O
WG, 60 VWOV wRIowm B
e, wed gdb&hded gy B® »w &
68 ©® glwdes MRS
CLed®e B g8 6® wnferny geconn
ACE®) BSH.

& . 7

6® S60 B (Gend 28 = Bed
2D, Ve efopsy Cend o SxfedF D
Cend 35 1 BeA®D. o BMIDEEHW
80 ey exndm Bw, 6O e P
CteS 28 »f, 8B8fedefd (Gend o
e tf sy Eewd 356 of g8y 6@
cended e gldmbencd g D D
cDu Y gow wOPEH G Bc5Ed
e RNeRzTery B & g BT
MORB. ¢RWben WOwm EERE HEE
@y e enerry & gHHN.
sude D88 42 gamem & SBs
enedsy Bl 988xn” W4,
ey méay e, 8 Somownz ©OBY
cam HeAsTersy Cowed @ ef
Bt cededc Do gAwben WOED)
88dc =8Belsfn odmd®Secwrry
& gD, SEn nedsy DR
Sen® 6 BRI Coned® c&rim
e B cewwdedc Buwm. glmdien O
G 8EAc EBed®xm O
ey & gomd, SBx EEdsy B
57 DY 2 Cun BedsTenl Comned
©&a2) el B cendedd ¢ 25 co0.
gOmben ®OwD 8 wdLe® D

sCalPn@ecoasy & goumd A
Ry cTO Sl AN o282 &N
cDsY gBdMmwE Q8w &
Rearyery Comned & B

ceBede Bw. glméen wOry &
dc =8B’y e cyY™S
we esyernsy, OO Y »HS ceny
»H0 edsTersy " B8O G Eend
@ e’ BB e mEwd
ceasyerm 857 cd&.

GRwbem wwE VDD WD D
Reamdn. & wdesy gldwien @oOs

1969 & Zom®d8 9

2530

— 20 380

&Y CHE & Beamd, “‘g@dc
Ctnded Sidds tnedsy dm® o

ccrY B BDgem Do £ws®
WET . gAhg OWMSHbE OB
cdcy dW® g NWDW®EDm, OO

mesd Bedemwwt O[O, I
Cendws SBwenddsf 6@ JACRE
By @2 6 BRI ? GgRAWSEH
OB B Bedm 8 ICH™C
b meaWBS G IE Hwed
GwecdsT 0 AT O mew.
SGY O 8B8% &s 0D cad QoG8
ctd ezneny gHowm BBesY 6WesH
c® BBw By @ ®EsTHC Ad A2
& Y ® ¥ IBged wmem
ween gambened i BWD) BeeRI
A DEETHO o we  ernee
aB? ©c®g WM WOH Pod KEM
B8» ec®g wOHE wéewO 6
6c®g O BWEHEDWO, €¢dG Yo'
W Cwdwumd @8sf DO erxneny
eém wheRRsy 98fdece wérY
535, WS DETDw BHO @» S8
20 exve ? 6®m YBm T ¢RI
DODEO 8&LER exve? B 6@ HBw
socdAmw NSO @Elury emx
dees ?

SR HOHw G DS WE. 68
GBBNBED ey mw W ¢8R S¥x
el B 9 o BONG. OV Sy BB
we e DGRy Dxewsy 8BS €O
@eTRD gbhe »SHlW o DB
n&e’ cc@g B WED CREL BAEDD
BE sefde eHEwadn’e exd
S BEDTO Y ed  xnBenY
ctded DR W6 oy »O gDed S
290 orf Bwdé c@mn’¢? e@ gRGS
HbO®E aRED FAWEEH GXeo
wn c@me meg ! BDasen &E3®GG?
6c® s me I Ced 28 w€RB D
cwsy goyno HodH; dedf & s’
ceod e 8y ededd Gend 35 LAY X
eusy qosymO ¥ gAWEeR CB
@8 F I ®HEO e¢m 88ndésy
S coR. BB Gwdem dew Dee
e, O9® I8 CwmBumdnt,
D ® Oced ef oy DD nY
9@ 8x¥edfd cmmSaents 9



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2031
Suldm smsl eag®am, 1969-70
[858 qemed 8 ®w.]
COuODY Sds onedny @
C twéewm ma; D Bwme
e ; DY B D Bevo zmem ; g
cw gbeam muen. e 2O b
Bewldys wwmmaBDO®B, gdbhdem
G 29512575 B @& b o
Befced eI8 15 o Bwed 8 @
Co8wmInY, D® cDumdny &Ksn
D Y @y weg T H® &
63 156 ¥ &ds wd wEasyd
cwsy CB Bedm yewld®mw wmwe
duf DTYerny onem exfe? wmdm
0 620ex¥6l® DB cendedd
9D eWedm 80 gAlwmbens 885y O
B0 enthdenen, Wl Bk, 98 Dems
Dy Yddule? aem. I YCwm
BB ¢BBwey. B 80 wm, g
CeN® tthden BIwWO wW'Bw ©8
EDw, s Eem ey mum, BC
ewcw ed @ud® efew wemsyer)
e Do DYDY 9D 8O maw
o RNV, B @B VY o
2 ®een Ctodw 988wd DB  wd
erneyeds) wndBsY P Swmem
e @ Benf, @déenes gf
Or¥exy muen. deed »HO® gdde b o
Befeed glmdben etfded @Bmewnsy
Fendhienws exYe B¢ § Beasleny ?

@l Bewids wensBO®B, & ewd
GAWEem GOsmerns wdeny BeAm
929 6chEe®T Dy i @ensy
Sl Sefmd aBd ™% W »HO &
| AGemesnyy) €d». F e ced
0¢lme@s’nd8. gdfced wmm me
05 D6p 80 6® ab wwed meT
e sed gfmde cefEEC D&Y
e ; 80w 6l 8O 9Yemny S

CWHE ccsy S,

c@® ¥ CeTaced @ g’ ced B
B B WY WEB 80 e DCEAE
aBwom @ 605, Fors? HSwod—
D@5 515 6t O e cdmDe & erlesy
In—&n 205 8w D) 8D '
csedmusy mEAC 62 cDBY 5% HE®
8. 2@rrsnrslerd e’Dewne BDow
& ex¥eny mneo eRITNESY ®»HO ¢®
SESUSTIE -t VO S0 5010 S

Bewldm @535 e G®

2532
—NoD 5D
D 80 ke m), cBedmewn] e 9
ened Dewd WDCAC D @ nE emdd
Sww @EWS. g & Do 84
08O 6@ gumed gc com @
e amCy ¥ ad—gdce cven
e —ow D65 89, L8 8pd s
B D DS 80, 988 cxeg’ 83x
DOned DY 6en® WEAC dm
&a.

a& @z Rolewny

(Qsorras oym&ssair e e )

(An hon. Member)

dw sofery @8 eveld BIm aw
GrNEENde ?

857’ o wd Sw.

(8. Sherew @enCsssr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

c® uifery @E8 cued 85m» gwd
WCAC €Y YOO2ndw . de
00 vg @eEm gOmMmonred Hed
& GEDHDIC BEH B DTN WS
805 w’on mssnsYed Sy Omm
aB. & e ® O @B Den »Hx¥ sl Do
DD DY Ny eef O O @B Bew
& BN, D Ob gONBRDDr—m
NG DO ened Desr—e® BBe®x’n
O FREO0 OB e @ gBemwd geg Dem
Ged) o BBz © 80 By
8g gem. @’ der mnd M e:nd
EMed BeAm @& amn. @0 4
T D& SHhEedmed BO B
5¥ 8g Dem. IO wy OB ob §®
OB 0EEe@’ D @mMed 18w
SBRICO ge e Dw e1FHE d
B0 §O@BdSmed me wewnsy moed.

& BMBBNOB, €@ cvem o ©e
0’ DS & gewed wed g cH
omeny 23 DB cfcn o S9nny
DT HO & gewd E® Bed. 23
2B eFcw geBsy c® “m™O Gy
ey W6 Bed®m eFcww. wrfendd
@ Ddwewsy gratification Rwz DD
s §5)D, eWEHRND 6By B &8ADH
ey Qe wed w@ems c5»cdB;
ernews esnewnsy @dwdEsY gratify
WS O OB, exnew csnewm
D088’ wrfemis WSsTm &ODH.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2533
8uddm usmsl ewddsm, 1969-70

ab BeIEs B8, @ qued 8
6D @E8ue GumIE Hd S BOm OB
HORDE5Y @O ernewsy BRWO JLLnts
65T 5 8ODB, ©8wd I YOIB,
Bl ey geswne D% 8Rwd o0 WEBT
90994, O JLSonBwenz OO
Cled® Y BTed @ ©wdnsd §LOB
désTer sbE DEMICO CMEHTID
meessyery B edxIm 8D, g
@& cBERD D DBN WD SO—eudBs
gu BRwomd H8Ee’nD GRNEL®E
S8R o VN Dt WY WEBTI B
eme D Bw—ad HOBDSCwz
DT 5éh D o Dewg &
Dwsyersy e @mnd g corz SO
80 & G OBO WS WO
o Pewg. OMew HNedE &
M5 ebnmy D BeAD. & O
asy Hedsy»H®. 1969 geadedzm 18
cOBer oY end Dshed 1492 DB
Rbed O c@ctd weHnsy cDd:

“O9 moNd gem® 82 ¢dux EO0smed
6089 B Hur 90 Im cOH. emmesw -
B omd méeww—mededd e ou®
Bu glemm EDD......... 3

& cBEm® o BCHEY WEDBY WL
2265 80 & ab g1O@B@O e Den
20d sews’ @wésYery Dk SVEOA.
Dy DI ¢bO & WMDY 9.

......... & eond g ® cume DTErHd®
898, cxBBed gqumy 88 & ¢Ee8w g»ed
ety 882 eoé E8ecd BHwO® 6x0edR.
‘gl eeds ; g’ ® caneds ' R
6D SHeoxfd cuxTHENE eaxnd &ded.
oy Be€8 eeBdmden] 88T @B gd™>
o on. Gt NCH® g enedl; &m
encéd Bwudsf Y TBon g B @8w
Haeced. "

80 2&n & T o NI A6
by DrYery BN

némeen AB3owTEn BENSH
(@upssafler eu ys@rreeari)
(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am wondering whether all this
is relevant.

1969 e 3sn®a& 9

2634
—NoR BENd
8u3ed Qe wé .
(8. 9Parew @HamCrsar)
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
nem, Blewisy tensBROL, & g
CBERW o HCHBY WE® 0 cBHmB
q5Pen B Doy o8 & ecnsy
wed.

Swttn Bewisn tnesSy
(Sapssaflar e ya@rraeri)
(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

This is not relevant but the hon.
Member is cleverly introducing it.

853d qme DS .

(8. Gperen GemrCaraasr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

enB NBwwH cwf ey dn
BB O BDOD. s aeHB®: @
gt ed OB crnBI® omd & BB®
@Y V. €O WLND @23 6B eF¢
@d @En® HOYedsT wA'D D AP
ey dh ZOO&R c®w smcwnxsy meg.

DSWyeEemn BewILs BtHNES
(@apsaeller 211 ys@rraer)

(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)
sy eced gag D) 6x M.

g7 e d .

(Bam. 9faren @GarCarssr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

cBEH®B OB OB 8 DHIB @
pensy Wéryer. 60w eNgSs 6
BB er) crncen®d¢ ?

“50 @wBxY 6® wm®m» wdw Bws®O
&n Aepebhny y cozyes) wen.

ABsY geoed W esy sEenns om
D D6 8BwrT OB, L ecthmO
néew, D DB, @ S BEs
R cDed ey Oy o deed smem.
81308 @Pemsy @ »xy HO 0=
ooy ¢ B cenmOmndonsy 2oy
690 »slB” R $DE®m SDemzsy
20y’ © @2 ¢Rd8mewsy v®ns)
dem 686d c®medd B NE®HY
sefecssy e 885 g oxeny
628 ez 86200 ong cDed
cocdB. & eded cned M™EE ol
BewTsn eensBRRE, c® ©O8m &d


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2635
Seddm smsl ewydum, 1969-70
[8Fd qence 96 O]
ey am nd Om, HBIBE v gEC
g8 O qufern O NwDwsY
M 8wd €® SO0 eusydr em. HA8m
ey gHHewnsy nIHBO 8
cd08m 86w el nmen’
g ROw gusymed & e
3 HOIEY B3 wOWS ccdw cBIe®
e, 00 e @B =S
FBumsY ¢y m DD

g. @0, 7.45

c® BIBw onm weconsy Sy @
cD(06D & WMOBB BTN CE HEB
D& @B BSw »E. F c@me ? ¢dced
exesy 23 628 cdew wldewy o
NE 3FoCEWS G AFSO zod
ey a8, ev¥s ey m @8 2V
D A e eengy BeHDr O,
Y a» gd» B8O gy em®
80888 AEH G Bedm» 2
D@0 e WS ey ®»™B. & gBP

B! HCE® OB cems R
988t 88® MV GOBIGE Bes
ecemmeamns! @ cewd geceyE

crn®e08ed ccelme®sInd awm» wd
Beanad & B8 geBmp@ensy
gD, ¥ B Dene ? Bewlds  wmum
BBDNOB): whd Edmed BERIVND
B DN B S Ded GHowwm
DY BsIO Bwbeed qren® s Do
68 wrY®mO eexYm /8 Bs&.
COY 6 ey ® cDuw 8.

& asd gum e cume?
c®® g e ccnBe@I DD BR B

NS eesy ecemw s S
83, gocy oedesnw EERed
s8N ven wANI® e Be

WEsY eecmnsy ecemmwl enY E
8352, gc e wéryery &F ceendd
c®sIned Bweceds &G 8wE 10
B0 g 385 988ur’ md RBed®
6c5fE50D DB, & RNwsIesI S 8w¢E
10 z=f DY B es0edB. G
ey S @B Qo Yec m@w 10
QRemEWEY D8 6 ees¥m HwmB. &
cme? gy S gdblg BDEHES
FDEDE 6® S&¥w Aced 8BS e
e® 60 DA®w Yen ¢ CH, 2 LB

Bewldm 9535 @eddCw

2636
—nde Bend
By T 388 WDETHO BB B
N8s¥ ecexdemWODY, ol Be
N8 ecexyemmOny @b Bu& &
Begn BB BEWES 10 ccem=sd,
cenBed BeNn8sI 50 ecemy Y
S5 B DB & 9> BSxfem.
Q@4 17 e, B @B
D&Y 17 cemrms »dnY s H26 Y
é @RS 95 5. 9853 dw SH
am Gcwsym 6@ BSm BB Be
08sY S ecrnd g&d exnede? F
Ben BT v B D BOsFeny
c®® 8wecedsy S8wuC 10 = nssym
50D, gEcE ©cRNeIRNEd Syw
&8w cOmEdsy c25) W6 qY GE¥H
cemm®ed 8cc 2 10 gemndny
28 »6» ecuB g8 IO 4R
BREN.

@& Bewids 0tnsBROA, dFmdé:
g ced eHerndw o obd god B
& ECe@®TRe wewmsy ®me. &
e 10 goe o HOBR&eT »HO
c0ngcdd® 6 [NSD. gC e ecdm
c®Ined g ce crn®@en8ef Db &
e ernd oy 6@ydas Smans @E,
& e crnd BEH® SBmis & 6D EHND
gl s B MHITO Ew@mw O
BB B, gaSBRee &F Be
®x Bt e POEBPEY gHED
We. o0 BB o caled od
s’ B@ wewsy 9868x Huw BEed
e et @8 ddwd & ediernd
B Sene WNEGD glBwuy cs1NBREH
Bew 6® Bl W Do Cou@®
5 866I8 D w BDECR. &F o &
D8 D » wresy o & S
cdme BRwWOB. ACw B dexnvl
6e® Né Hwdw 8 & o ¢
Ctd @8l Dbwd ©8HME DE
D o VY & o sSenc DS
5H® & o g omn®ended 06w
& eaed Bwsfesy suem . OO @
s8y Bemwe W6 & eDfernd ger D
Do, BeD® SBBIC, BB NN, B
D8 mndWwesy B BG O D
ey DY B D B B
Bt wg O dwrny dbew D
& Bwes¥esy mmen. B, BB
a0, Ac® 80 »® gdce vmen’ 3


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2537
desldn wmny emg®um, 1969-70
9 ebew wdend BE e
DY HO ¥ddxI. Dewnsy G O
6wy ® gCCH cn®ule’Dbw DML
BEsenwy O OO e
B8eH® SBmw DD @ Dwd & wded
wosTesy swen. dw BwxT® Eendd
BR. dewxsy & w2 & By
e e¥n&: gu¥m Swews’® g ce
@8l Dl ORg 8w BeHw
ST e ? & mndens BT AD
o BDensI gdmesy a0 &
G & B, ¥ vd®»w 6O®E : B
MO PR @e@RVEewWmR &
Be»h. & sdfmHe cul: 5@ W
eg 2ebn S8xfec? @Iee? edi¢
5% O ©@®sTRewsfec? 08 edi¢
520 o Sene DS g e emnd
8ef Db @D l8unY meg D
e ? gy emm@m8tfensy 30 E
& CRced Vee? & BEWS
O e ? Dd @8 dwrewsy @b gONS
DDensy IFDET gw DD

Dwd DO G & mnn.

MéMeEen BOwTSs WSS
(@Hapsasafar o ys@rreer)
(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

It is not proper for the hon. Mem-
ber to refer to the Question until it
has been reached on the Order
Paper.
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It has not been set down in the
Order Book.
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The hon. Member has only given
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“The Bribery Commissioner went into
the matter thoroughly and wrote to me
informing me that there was no ground
whatsoever for that allegation.”

‘The Bribery Commissioner went

into the matter thoroughly.—
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Are you sure that the complainant

was not traced or are you surmising ?
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3. (1) The Bribery Commissioner, or
any officer authorized in that behalf by
and acting under the control of the Bri-
bery Commissioner, is hereby empowered,
notwithstanding anything in any other
written law to the contrary to direct and
conduct the investigation of all allega-
tions of bribery which are made to, or
come to the knowledge of, the Bribery
Commissioner :”
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“ Provided, however, that the Bribery
Commissioner shall not, without the con-
sent of the President of the Senate or the
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
as the case may be, hold an investigation
of an allegation of bribery against a
Senator or a Member of Parliament :”
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“ (1) Where a person has or had
acquired any property on or after March
1, 1954, and such property—

(

G203

(@) being money, cannot be or could
not have been—
(i) part of his known income or
receipts, or
(ii) money to which any part of
his known receipts has or
had been converted; or

(b) being property other than money,
cannot be or coculd not have
been—

(i) property acquired with any
part of his known income,
or

(ii) property which is or was
part of his known receipts,
or

(iii) property to which any part
of his known receipts has
or had been converted,

then, for the purpose of any prosecution
under this section, it shall be gieemed,
until the contrary is proved by him, that
such property is or was property which
he has or had acquired by bribery or to
which he has or had converted any pro-
perty acquired by him by bribery.”
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(Mr. Abdul Bakeer Markar)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I just wish
to take a few minutes of the time of
the House to refer to certain matters
that were raised by certain hon.
Members of the Opposition. I do not
think I shall have sufficient time to
reply in full to the hon. Member for
Habaraduwa (Mr. Prins Gunasekera),
So, I would tell him only this : “ Phy-
sician, heal thyself.”

He talked of corruption. If he
wants to see the persons who indul-
ged in tactics of that kind, he has only
to look around him. When the Oppo-
sition was in power, in spite of the
Bribery Commissioner submitting his
report, and the then Opposition de-
manding the implementation of the
report and that action be taken on the
report, they forgot about it and never
did anything until the present Prime
Minister, as the then Leader of the
Opposition took certain action. I do
not wish to talk any further on the
matter.

Much has been said both by the
hon. Member for Habaraduwa and
the hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F.
R. Dias Bandaranaike) in regard to
the appointment of the present
Attorney-General. The Prime Minis-
ter of the Government in power did
not import a stranger into the
Attorney-General’s Department. If
Mr. Ameer, the present Attorney-
General, had been in the post he held,
by reason of seniority and the efflux
of time, he would have been
Attorney-General in any case and in
command of the affairs of the
Attorney-General’s Department.
There was no politics involved in the
appointment of Mr. Ameer as
Attorney-General. Mr. Ameer was en-
joying a lucrative practice in the un-
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official bar, and he made a sacrifice
when he took up the appointment of
Attorney-General at the insistence of
those in power.

May I remind the hon. Member for
Dompe and also other hon. Members
of his way of thinking, that there
were occasions when they were in
power when they made political
appointments to the bench. Let them
not forget that they appointed de-
feated candidates to places that can
be almost equated to the Supreme
Court Bench. They made such
appointments even in regard to com-
missioners of assize. I do not want to
deal in detail with the manner in
which Mr. E. R. S. R. Coomaraswamy
conducted himself prior to his being
appointed as commissioner of assize.
I am not going to give details about
the poems he wrote and the songs he
sung eulogizing the Prime Minister of
the time. That is the manner in
which they made appointments.

Mr. Ameer is a man of integrity, a
man against whom nobody could say
a word. He never held pandan to
anybody. He had been in the
Attorney-General’s Department hold-
ing the post of Solicitor-General.
From that position, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, the next step that would
be given him is the post of Attorney-
General. Everybody knows that.

He had left the department with a
grievance. He had left on account of
the treatment meted out to him by
the S.L.F.P. Government which was
in power at the time. And in his be-

ing now appointed Attorney-General,
justice has been done. The United
National Party, which is a party
anxious to see that justice is done to
anybody, came into power and placed
Mr. Ameer in the position where he
would have been in the normal course
of events. Therefore, it cannot be
said that Mr. Ameer received any
favoured treatment when he was
appointed Attorney-General.

-
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Certain matters were raised in re-
gard to the Bribery Commissioner’s
Department. The Prime Minister has
told us that as soon as information
reached him about certain allegations
against a Minister he took the first
step possible in such circumstances by
referring the matter to the Bribery
Commissioner for inquiry, investiga-
tion and report. This, I know, was
not the procedure which the previous
Government took. Now the hon.
Member for Dompe is trying to take
cover under technicalities. It is not

the Prime Minister’s duty but the
Bribery Commissioner’s to have got
the authority of Mr. Speaker before
such investigation. If he did not take
certain steps, why is the Government
being blamed ? As soon as informa-
tion regarding these allegations
reached the Prime Minister he took
the correct step of referring the mat-
ter to the Bribery Commissioner and
the Bribery Commissioner had
made inquiries, investigated the mat-
ter, and informed the Prime Minister
that there was nothing in the allega-
tions made against the Minister, no
foundation, no prima facie case, and
that the whole thing was an untruth.

The hon. Member should have had
the courtesy of waiting for the reply
that he was expecting to the question
he raised with the Prime Minister.
Although he knew what the reply was
going to be, he took the opportunity
of defaming the Prime Minister.

I challenge the hon. Member, He
made so many allegations about hon.
Members on this side of the House.
Hon. Members who make such allega-
tions should make them outside this
House. That would give the person
against whom the allegation is made
an opportunity of replying to the
charge. In that way you can make
allegations and face the consequences.
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There is no one in this House to-
day who has been found guilty of
bribery or corruption.—[Interrup-
tion]. If there are persons who can
in this House talk of honesty and inte-
grity, they are hon. Members on this
side of the House. [Intetrruption].

I do not want to say anything more.

5RB5 SN & Oean.

(s puley flssTi)

(Mr. Naina Marikar)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, the hour is
late and it is pre-poya day, and I
thank hon. Members who have sacri-
ficed their time to participate in the
Debate on the Votes of the Ministry
of Justice.

In the course of the Debate in-
accurate statements, statements based
on misinformation, have been made,
and it is my duty to set the record
straight. Generally those statements
were made in respect of the criticisms
directed at the Bribery Commissioner
—that is in regard to a matter which
the Hon. Prime Minister had referred
to the Bribery Commissioner for in-
vestigation. A lot of what has been
said by hon. Members in regard to
that matter is pure speculation, and
I shall presently apprise them of the
correct facts.

Without knowing the facts of the
case, the hon. Member for Dompe
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) said
in the course of his speech that the
investigation in regard to that matter
had been done—if in fact an investi-
gation had been done because he said

he did not know whether an investi-
gation had been done—without the
consent or permission of Mr. Speaker,
I shall not deal with that matter just
now but shall do so at the appropriate
stage in the course of my speech, but
I would like to state at this stage that
hon. Members who spoke on this
matter were labouring under the
illusion that this had not been fully
investigated by the Bribery Commis-
sioner, and they charged that an
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attempt had been made to whitewash
the person who is alleged to have
taken & bribe. I am sorry to see that
some hon. Members before speaking
on a matter in the House do not in-
form themselves of the facts of the
case. Instead of informing them-
selves of the correct facts, they launch
on a voyage of discovery and create
a fantasia out of their own imagina-
tion. I shall tell hon. Members ex-

actly what happened in the course of
that investigation and why it was not
necessary to obtain the consent of Mr.
Speaker. Hon. Members will then
realize that they have been tilting at
windmills and making irresponsible
statements against this Government
and the Prime Minister.

Reference has been made to a wide
variety of topics under this Ministry
—prisons, salaries of judges, accom-
modation, transport, conciliation
boards, lawyers’ fees, reform of the
law, the Law Commission, the langu-
age of the courts and the Bribery
Commissioner—and there were one or
two specific matters which hon. Mem-
bers raised in the course of the De-
bate. I hope that when we resume
the day after Poya Day I shall be
able to deal with those matters more
fully and possibly answer some of the
questions that have been raised by
hon. Members on the Floor of the
House today.

OCE S 22 ¢ o 8 Jowsy, OH
e ACHO ToBe M DEP BHu oD
weyn Dewids wwmeRn® eumewsy QI

&c3,

MDD Bwd ok Ddmn DER; d» dd
3@ 1969 &’ =298 11 D» Ao 8BY &,

Gmrib 19. u. 8 werflwn@ell Gal, Gpaflesr LM & e02ar
upm smusEg opldlégn QUIGLE Gupd B I GoT

> 1 o aBrnsetr, 2&@0rFe s Bl na HE®E)T.
Gydlarga ul@Pao o pleldsint g ; By
s @au g, cwrpadoann, 11 GQau@rmwui 1969.
It being 8 p.m., THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

or ComMITTEES left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee freport Progress; to sit
again on Thursday, 11th September 1969.
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W wen Bewdds BB
(@pdseller 2.1 gs@rraari)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Minister of Industries and
Fisheries.

o 8. 8. #8. 9LriA»
(Qzorreu to., 1S, ,%(,rf. @mw#ﬁm)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
I move—

Hde Y. OO, cweld
(aorfls erer. ern. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What is the Hon. Minister going to
move ?

ad 8. 8. @8 9HRIIAD
(Osorrar 1o, F. gyi. GHereaurser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I am going to move the Supple-
mentary Estimate—

&l DY, D8, euedd

(soorflg erar. erw. QuUGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He cannot. I am opposing it.—
[Interruption]. This is not unopposed

business. If I oppose it he cannot
move it.

o 8. 8. @8. ©®mIEIH

(Gsorras 1o, 1§, %%n' ST QI G )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Yesterday they more or less gave

an undertaking that they would allow
us to get this through.

&8k Y. DO, cueddh
(soorflG) erer. orib. QuUGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Oh, no'!

o

& 8. 8. @8, g»mIAm
(Qsorras 12, (§. YT @mwiﬁm)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Very well, that is all right.

&anBw O5Y. DO. ewedd
(s Bl & erer. erib. G}uQﬂ"mr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We can have a full discussion on
the 28th.
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od 8. B. @8, @edBan

(Qsorras 1o, (F. Yi. @Georeurger)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

It is very important, Sir, that we
do not hold up Government Business.
They are trying to sabotage the pro-
gressive work of this Government.

a8 Y. D0, cueld
(soorf G erew. orp. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is all right. You can take this
up on the 28th.

a& 8. 8. @l 9HwddAn
(Qaorrey 1o, (F. YF. @Geraurser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Very well.

¢ ol 8S2Q» .
(8@ 19 Qeridevr &perger)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

You are moving the suspension of
Standing Order No. 8 on the 28th.

s DuY. DO, ewedd
(sorfl & erer. erib. QuCrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We can discuss this on the 28th.

Ml ey Dol NBSHRRHN
(Gapsasetiar eu osGrreer)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Then it is agreed that we are not
taking up any of these items ?

o& 8. 8. @d. 9mdIA»
(Oserres 12, 1F. gyi. @GeWeur G6r)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

We will not tolerate the sabotaging
activities that are going on.

Hnda sy, IO, cueld
(sarflB erar. erib. QuGTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Then, I am opposing the others
also.

ad 8. 8. @8 9HVER%

(Quorra 1. (F. i GHToursar)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
You can oppose anything you want.
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®xy 85 PedACed WCEY
Grndew OuY. 9O, cwedd
(sor & erer. erb. QuUGTrmT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Ah! Okay !—[Interruption] We
will see who is trying to sabotage.

SR wen DowIESs €SB
(@epssailear o1 gy&@rreari)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order ! Order!

ad 8. 8. @l 9»iR5

(Qaerrey 1o, 1F. QYi. H@TQUTHET )

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Yes, we know the kind of work you
are doing.

HnBw Y. 3O, cwedd

(soorfG erer. erp. QuGrrTm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Do you want to know what I am
doing ? I am doing my job in the
Opposition.

@aé 8. 8. ¢d. 9ndlm
(Qaeroey to. (F. oyi. @ewreur ser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Yes, doing your job. I know the
job you have done.

@andn OuY. 98, cwedd

(sarf& erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You are looking after your child-
ren.

ad B. 8. @8, @REA»
(Ozorras 1. (F. . @Hewrou er)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Let me not remind you~——

D& DY
My wen BDOWIEH wENSHNS
(@wsasetlear o ysGrreeri)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order ! Order !
Will the Hon. Minister please move

the adjournment of the House ?

DE DO
esblmali
ADJOURNMENT

a& 8. 8. s, 9l
(Qserrar 1o, (F. 2. @H@warger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
I move,

“That the House do now adjourn.”

sdme um» ¢sY, wwm wO0m Ja.
Sl GaEatQuUDH M 61hHnE0E eTer UL &
Question put, and agreed to.

@Y PHACH 0 gP™MCD §. tn.
829, 1969 ;T meAE 8 2» Em
sow w00Bw g, 1969 w &SmO
11 2 g udsSg @ o 10 &m
oy ¢ Sow w.

sgaug 8. v 8.2 &5 gou

2] & 6T ) GFLGoLbLir e

Gs B  Giorer s seBeuis, 1969
Y1 GYT oL 1L s @l o&EE L oentn

10 werlleuens o8 Foaisal

@. 15
Glumm Fi-

Adjourned accordingly at
82 pwm. until 10 aM. on
Thursday, 11th September 1969,
pursuant to the Resolution of
the House of 8th September
1969.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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ATTEMPTED COUP D’ETAT, 1962 : PERSONS
CHARGED DEPARTMENTALLY
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister of
Defence & External Affairs and
Minister of Planning & Economie
Affaris: (a) Against how many per-
sons who took part in the attempted
coup d’etat of 1962 have departmen-
tal charges been framed ? (b) How
many inquiries have been conecluded
and how many abandoned ? (¢) How
many inquiries are pending, if any,
and what is the delay in concluding
them ? (d) How many persons after
inquiry have been (i) dismissed, (ii)
retired, (iii) punished in some other
way, (iv) re-employed, (V) employed
on a higher salary or compensated ?
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs and Minister of Planning & Eco-
nomic Affairs)
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128, (iii) 158. (iv) 128 (v) HE
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(b) 62 inquiries
have been concluded. A further 7
were withdrawn for want of
evidence ; one inquiry was abandoned
on the death of the officer concerned.
(¢) Six; five are before the Public
Service Comm1ssmn and one awaits
the findings of the Inspector-General
of Police. (d) (i) Six army officers
resigned their commissions on being
called upon to do so. The commission
of one army officer was withdrawn
as he declined to resign his commis-
sion on being called upon to do so;
Gi) 12; (i) '15; ‘(iv) 125 (v) No
officer has been emploved on a higher
salary or cn*npensated in the Police
Department or in the three services.

(a) Seventy-six
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Justice: (a) Will he
state the total number of labour tri-
bunal cases which were in appeal as
on 1.6.69 and not disposed of ? (b)
How many labour tribunal cases
have been disposed of in appeal
during the six months January to
June 1989 ? ic) Is he aware that the
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present state of affairs, which is
causing great hardship to employees
who have received awards in the
labour tribunal, is unsatisfactory ?
(d) What steps does this Government
intend taking to speed up the hearing

of these appeals ?
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(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)
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(a) Three hundred. (b) 75. (¢) Not
aware. (d) The principal cause of the
delay in the disposal of appeals in
labour tribunal cases is the failure on
the part of the appellants to make,
within a reasonable time, the requi-
site payment for the preparation of
the judge’s brief. A scheme is being
considered to put up the appeal for
abatement where payment for the
judge’s brief is not made within a
fixed time, due consideration, being
given to cases of hardship.
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)

Will he state where family planning
clinics have slready been establish-
ed ? (b) If not, why ?
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(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake—Minister
of Health)
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(¢) 407 family planning clinics
have been estabished in the fifteen
Superintendents of Health Services
divisions as below. I table a full list
of the clinics.

Superintendents of Health Services

Area No.
1. Anuradhapura .. oo 24
2. Badulla o e A
3. Batticaloa % e )
4. Colombo S R ¢~
5. Galle o R
6. Jaffna . o 28

7. Kalutara e B
8. Kandy s S G Ll
9. Kegalle .l s 22
10. Kurunegala s Srspadl
11. Matale i v 1Y
12. Matara % .. 24
13. Puttlam A zzt - 1D
14. Ratnapura e s 28
15. Vavuniya i B =2
407

(b) Does not arise.
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Gam BEnd Eam BEnd
LIST OF FAMILY PLANNING CLINICS
Serial Names of Clinics Electoral Area G. A.’s Area
No.
1. G. G. H. A’pura . .. Anuradhapura .. Anuradhapura
2. M. O. H. Office A’pum - do. 0 do.
3. P. U. Nochchiyagama . do. s o do.
4. R. H. Talawa . .. Kalawewa o’ do.
5. P. U. Mihintale L .. Mihintale - do.
6. M. H. Mahawilachchiya .. Anuradhapura s do.
7. D. H. Medawachchiya .+ Medawachchiya S do.
8. D. H. Kahatagasdigiliya .. Horowupotana 7 do.
9. M. H. Ratmalgahawewa . do. i% do.
10. M. H. Kabitigollawa .. .. Medawachchiya s do.
11. C.D. & M. H. Galanbidunuwewa .. Horowupotana A do.
12. P. U. Padaviya e .. Medawachchiya S do.
13. P. U. Horouwapotana .. Horowupotana o do.
14, P.U. Kekirawa 2% .. Kekirawa < do.
15. M. H. Habarana = .o do. i do.
16. P.U. Yakalla s .. do. A do.
17. M. H. Senapura e .. Kalawewa sle do.
18. M. H. Eppawela a0 .- do. i do.
19. B. H. Trincomalee i .. Trincomalee .. Trincomalee
20. B. H. Muttur e .. Muttur .. s do.
21. C. D. Gantalawa > do. o do.
22. R.H. (‘oma,rankada,wala. .. Trincomalee L do.
23. R. H. Thampalakaman . do. e do.
24. P.U. Kinniya s Jis do. E do.
Serial Names of Clinics Electoral Area G.A.’s Area
No.
1. G. H. Badulla o .. Badulla .. .. Badulla
2. M. C. Badulla = A do. o do.
3. P. U. Megahakiula e .. Mahiyangana sl do.
4. Rokatenne Group, Hali-ela .. Soranatota o do.
5. D. H. Passara +. -Pagsara .. ohe do.
6. D, H. Lunugala ot (¥ do. 5 do.
7. D. H. Metigahatenna .. e do. s do.
8. Ury Group, Passara .. Ve do. o do.
9. Hopton Group Hospital s do. .. i do.
10. Passara Group Hospital e do. 3! do.
11. Roeberry Estate e i M&hjyangana. .. Monaragala
12. D. H. Koslanda o .. Haputale .. Badulla
13. D. H. Haputale s o do. U do.
14. D. H. Bandarawela .. Bandarawela 4 5 do.
15. C.D. & M. H. Haldumulla .. Haputale oo do.
16. Poonagala Estate Hospital x do. ot do.
17. Demodara Group s .. Bandarawela T do.
18. D. H. Buttala s .. Moneragala .. Moneragala
19. D H. Moneragala i o do. & o do.
20. P. U. Siyambalanduwa L Eabilese 4 do.
21. C. H. Tanamalwila i . o o o do.
22. D. H. Mahiyangana .. .. Mahiyangana .. Badulla
23. D. H. Medagama o .. Bibile .. .. Moneragala
24. P.U. Bibile 5 o a0, e do.
25. D. H. Mahaoya e .. Amparai s do.
26. D. H. Welimada .. Welimada .. Badulla
27 €. D& M. 1. Ettamp1t1ya .. Soranatota o do.
28. P. U. Uvaparanagama .. Uva-Paranagama o do.
Serial Names of Clinics G. A.’s Area
No. ‘ ; ﬁ
1. G. H. Batticaloa PU L‘C ‘Battlcalo& Batticaloa
2. C. W. C. Puliyanti A’FFN do.
3. R. H. Paddiruppu o ol do.
4. R. H. Katankudy (o £ e o do.
5. P.U. Eravur do. .. e do.
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Cam By Gam 8&nsa
Serial Names of Clinics Electoral Area G.A.’s Area
No.
6. P. U. Valaichchenai Batticaloa Batticaloa
7. D. H. Kalmunai - Kalmunai Amparai
8. C.D. & M.H. Nmtavur Nintavur do.
9. P.U. Samanturai Pottuvil do.
10. D. H. Amparai Amparai do.
11. D. H. Inginiyagala v Bibile Moneragala,
12, D. H. Amparai (Mobile Van) Amparai Amparal
13. C.D. Namal-oya do. do.
14. Central Camp B. 71 Amparm oo do. do.
15. C. D. Damana .o do. do.
16. A. N. C. Gonagala do. do.
17. R. H. Pothuvil oie .. Pottuvil do.
18. P.U. Akkaraipattu .. .+ Nintavur do.
19. C.D. & M. H. Thirukovil .. Pottuvil do.
Serial Names of Clinics Electoral Area G. A’s Area
No
1. C.D.& M. H. Duna.ga.ha. Divulapitiya Colombo
2. H.U. Moratuwa . Moratuwa do.
3. M. H. Piliyandala Kesbewa do.
4. R. H. Wetara Homagama do.
5. P.U. Kiribathgoda Kelaniya do.
6. H. U. Kelaniya do. do.
7. C.D.& M. H. Blya.gama do. do.
8. P.U. Minuwangoda Minuwangoda do.
9. D. H. Divulapitiya Divulapitiya do.
10. B. D. Udagampola Minuwangoda do.
11. H.U. Padukka Avissawella do.
12. R. H. Kosgama do. do.
13. M. H. Salawa do. do.
14. D. H. Avissawella do. do.
15. D. H. Mirigama Mirigama do.
16. H. U. Mirigama do. do.
17. M. H. Bokalagama do. do.
18. M. H. Kalagedihena .. Gampaha do.
19, C.D. Ma.lwa.‘rhuharlpltlya do. do.
20. B. H. Gampaha do. do.
21. H. U. Homagama Homagama do.
22. D. H. Homagama do. do.
23. P.U. Talangama Kottawa do.
24. C.D. Kaduwela Homagama do.
25. H. C. Welikada Kotte do.
26. B. H. Negombo Negombo do.
27. C. H. Welisara Ja-Ela do.
28. R. H.Ja-Ela do. do.
29. M. H. Talahena Negombo do.
30. G. H. Ragama Ja-Ela do.
31. D. H. Wathupitiwela .. Attanagalla do..
32. M. H. Pugoda Dompe do.
33. D. H. Dompe . s do. do.
34. P.U. Radawana o5 . do. do.
35. M. H. Mitiragala do. do.
36. M. H. Nambuluwa . Mirigama do.
37. G. H. Colombo South .. Dehiwala /Mt. Lavinia do.
38. H. C. Kotalawalapura do. do.
Serial Names of Clinics Electoral Area G. A.s Area
No.
1. G. H. Galle Galle Galle
2. H. C. Wackwella Road do. do.
3. M. H. Talapitiya v do. do.
4. C.D. & M. H. Akmeema.na Akmeemana do.
5. H. C. Kurunduwatta Gintota Galle do.
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Sertal Names of Clintes Blectoral Area
No.
6. R.H. Uragasmanhandiya Bentara /Elpitiya
7. M. H. Haburugala do.
8. P.U. Induruwa Balapitiya
9. D. H. Balapitiya do.
10. P.U. Borakanda Ambalangoda
11. P.U. Hikkaduwa o do.
12. M. O. H.’s Office, Ambalanvocla . do.
13. R. H. Batapola o do.
14. G. H. Ambalangoda do.
16, 1. H. Udugama. Hiniduma
16. P. U. Baddegama Baddegama
17. C. H. Hiniduma Hiniduma
18. H. C. Ahangama Habaraduwa
19. P. U. Imaduwa do.
20. D. H. Unawatuna do.
21. D. H. Elpitiya Elpitiya
22. M. H. Amugoda do.
Serial Names of Clinics Electoral Area
No,
1. G. G. H. Jaffna . Jaffna/Nallur
2. 8. M. O. Office Jaffna .. do.
3. C.D. & M. H. Karaiyoor do.
4. G.H. K.K.S. K. K. S.
5. M. O. H. Office, Telhpa.]lal do.
6. C.D.& M. H. Alla.veddy do.
7. P.TU. Chankanai Vaddukoddai
8. R. H. Vaddukoddai do.
9. C.D. Vadukkoddai do.
10. R. H. Pandaterippu RS
i iR 62 1 2 &. M. H. Manipay Uduvil
12. M. O. H. Office Manlpay do.
13. D, H. ayts Kayts
14. D. H. Pungudutive do.
15. C.D. & M. H. Karainagar Vaddukoddai
16. C.D. & M. H. Valanai Kayts
17. C.D. & M. H. Mandative do.
18. C.D. & M. H. Analaitive do.
19. P. U. Nainative do.
20. D. H. Delft do.
21. D. H. Kilinochehi Killinochehi
22. P.U. Pallas do.
23. P.U. Poonakary do.
24. M. O. H. Kilinochchi Ofﬁce do.
25. R. H. Chempianpattu Point Pedro
26. P. U. Mallavi Mallavi ..
2% CuDl &, HL Velavll Kilinochchi
28, 0.1, & M. H, Uruthlrapuram do.
29. B. H. Point Pedro Point Pedro
30. P. U. Valvettiturai do.
31. C.D. & M. H. Karaveddy Uduppiddy
32. C.D.& M. H. Ampan .. do.
33. D. H. Chavakachcheri .. Cha.vakachcherl
34. C.D. & M. H. Varany do.
35. C.D. & M. H. Kodikamam do.
36. PB. 7. ]{Up&y Kopg,y
37. C.D. Kokuvil do.
38. R. H. Atchuvely do.
Serial Names of Clinics Electoral Area
No.
1. R. H. Matugama Matugama
2. D. H. Neboda do.
3. D. H. Panadura Panadura
4, H. U. Panadura do.
5. M. H. Wadduwa do.

6——aott 6721 (69/9)

&8> E8a&

G A.’ s Area

Galle
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.

G.As Area

Jaffna
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.

G.A.s Area

Kalutara
do.
do.
do.
do,
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Serial Names of Clinics
No.
6. P.U. Gonaduwa

7. H. C. Katukurunda
8. R. H. Alutgamw omhya.
9. G. H. Kalutara :
10. M. H. Beruwala
11. D. H. Pimbura
12. P. U. Meegahatenna
13. M. H. Bulathsinhala
4. D. H. Horana
15. D. H. Ingiriya
16. H. C. Bandaragama
Serial Names of Clinics
No.
1. D. H. Deraniyagala ..
2. Estate Hospital, Maliboda
3. M. O. H. Office, Dehiowita
4. C.D. Amithrigala :
5. M. O. H. Office, Ruwaneila
6. M. H. Bulathkohupltlya
7. C.D Yatiyantota
8. D. H. Kitulgala
9. D. H. Karawanella
10. M. H. Hettimulla
11. D. H. Rambukkana
12. D. H. Undugoda
13. G. H. Kegalle
14. M. O. H. Ofﬁce K(-gallo
15. M. H. Dematapitiya
16. M. H. Makuddala
17. P.U. Warakapola
18. M. H. Algama "
19. R. H. Mahapallegama
20. P. U. Mawanella
21. R.H. Hemmathagama.. .
22. D. H. Aranayake
Serial  Name of Clinies
No.
1. M. O. H. Office. Kuliyapitiya
2. M. H. Dunakendeniya ..
3. M. H. Koshena
4. M. H. Murutange
5. G. H. Kuliyapitiya
6. P.U. Nikawewa
7. D. H. Polpitigama
8. P. U. Hiripitiya
9. C.D.& M. H. \Iadahapola.
10. C.D. & M. H. Mookalanayaya
11. P. U. Gokerella :
12. P.U. Kandanagedera ..
13. M. H. Sandalankawa
14. D. H. Maho
15. D. H. Nikaweratiya
16. D. H. Galgamuwa
17. P.U. Ambanpola
18. M. H. Ehetuwewa .
19. N. H. Mahananneriya ..
20. R. H. Pahalagiribawa ..
21. M. H. Thambarambuwa
22. D. H. Polgahawela
23. D. H. Dambadeniya
24. P.U. Narammala
256. P.U. Alawwa

Electoral Area

Kuliyapitiya

do.
Dodangaslanda
Katugampola

do.
Yapahuwa

Nikaweratiya

Yapahuwa
do.
do.
do. s
do. "o

Nikaweratiya

Polgahawela

Dambadeniya
do. ofh
do. .o

E3m Egn4
Electoral Area G. A.’s Area
Panadura Kalutara
Kalutara do.
Beruwala do.
Kalutara do.
Beruwala do.
Agalawatta do.
do. do.
Bulathsinhala do.
Horana do,
do. do.
Bandaragama do.
Electoral Area G. A.’s Area
Dehiowita Kegalle
do. do.
do. do.
Ruwanwella do.
do. do.
Yatiyantota do.
do do.
do. do.
Ruwanwella do.
Kegalle do.
Rambukkana do.
Galgomuwa do.
Kegalle do.
do. do.
Galigomuwa do.
do. do,
Dedigama do.
do. e do.
do. o do.
Mawanella Xy do.
do. do.
do. do.

G. A.’s Area

Kurunegala
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do,
do,
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Eam B&na
Serial ~ Names of Clinics
No.
96. C.D. Nawatakwatta
97. C.D. Pothuhera
28. D. H. Wariyapola
29. P. U. Hettipola
30. M. H. Kobeigane
31. P.U. Muwanhela ,
32. P. U. Bingiriya
33. C.D.& M. H. Moona.maldemya
34. P. U. Katupotha
35. H. U. Kurunegala
36. R.H. Gonigoda
37. G. H. Kurunegala
38. D. H. Mawathagama
39. D. H. Ridigama
40. R. H. Talampitiya
41. C. C. Kurunegala
Serial Names of Clinics
No.
1. D.H. Ankumbura s
2. C.D.&M. H. Tltta.pa.]]a.le
3. P.U. Medawela :
4. B. H. Nuwara Eliya
5. C.D. Punduloya
6. R.H. Maldeniya
7. D. H. Agarapatna
8. H. U. Nuwara Eliya
9. C.D. Kotmala
10. D. H. Lindula

11. D. H. Ramboda
12. D. H. Udapusselawa

13. D. H. Kotagala .
14. Diyagama West Estate

15. Meddecumbura Estate, Dimbulla

16. Dunsinna Estate, Punduloya

17. D. H. Teldeniya
18. P. U. Katugastota
19. M. H. Galpihilla

20. H. U. Wattegama

21. C. D. Yakgahapitiya
22. D. H. Madukela

23. P. U. Hurikaduwa

24. R. H. Akurana

25. D. H. Bogawantalawa ..
26. Dickoya Hospital

27. D. H. Watawela

28. P. U. Ginigathhena

29. H. U. Nawalapitiya

30. D. H. Nawalapitiya

31. D. H. Maskeliya

32. Wanarajah Estate s
33. Laxapana Group, Maskehya
34. D. H. Pusselawa

35. D. H. Dolasbage

36. R. H. Panwilatenna
37. D. H. Gampola

38. P, U. Minipe

39. R. H. Madugoda
40. M. H. Dunhinna
41. C.D. Urugala

42. R. H. Batmulls

43. M. H. Gonagama
44. C. D. Hanguranketa
45. D. H. Maturata

46. R. H. Rikilegaskada
47. H. U. Maturate

T—o 6721 (69/9)

1969

e 38 9

Electoral Area

Dambadeniya
Polgahawela
Wariyapola
do.
Nikaweratiya
Wariyapola
Bingiriya
Kuliyapitiya
do.

Kurunegala.
Dodangaslanda
Kurunegala

do.
Dodangaslanda
Mawatagama
Kurunegala

Electoral Area

Akurana

do.

do.
Nuwara Eliya
Ramhoda, Kotmale

Kotmale
Nuwara Eliya
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
Agarapatana
Dickoya
Ramboda
Teldeniya
Kandy
Wattegamsa
do.
do.
do.
Kundasale
Akurana

Maskeliya
do.
do.
do.

Nawalapitiya
do.
do.

Gampola
Nawalapitiya

Gampola
do.

Minipe
¥ do.
Teldeniya
do.

Minipe
Hanguranketa
do.
Maturata
Hanguranketa
Maturata

8an EE&nd
G. A’s Area

Kurunegala
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

G. A8 Area

Kandy
do.
do.
Nuwara Eliya
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do,
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
da.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
Kandy

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
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Serial Names of Clinics
No.
48. D. H. Mulhalkelle
49. C. D. Naldandahinne
50. D. H. Deltota
51. P. U. Marassana
52. R. H. Uduwela
53. R. H. Talatuoya
54. R. H. Galagedera
55. C. H. Hataraliyadde
56. M. H. Framuduliyadde
57. G. H. Kandy :
58. C. H. P. Hindagala
59. R. H. Kotaligoda
60. P.U. Kadugannawa
61. R. H. Mampitiya
62. M. H. Bambaradeniya . .
63. M. H. Murutalawa
Serial Names of Clinics
No.
1. D. H. Tissa
2 Bl Angunakolapalessa,
3. R. H. Ambalantota
4. D. H. Hambantota
5. P. U. Kataragama
6. M. H. Pallegama
7. D. H. Deniyaya
8. P. U. Morawake
9. M. H. Kosmodera
10. M. O. H. Office, Matara.
11. R. H. Dickwella
12. G. H. Matara
13. D. H. Walasmulla
14, C. H. Kariyamaditta
15. M. H. Weeraketiya
16, M. H. Kirama e
17. P. U. Kamburupitiya ..
18. D. H. Weligama
19. M. H. Welipitiya
20. M. H. Mirissa
21. M. O. H. Office, Wehgama
292, P, U. Akuressa
23. H. U. Tangalle
24, D. H. Tangalle
Sertal Names of Clinics
No.
1. B. H. Matale
2. C.D.&M. H, Ya.ta.watta
3. P. U. Laggala Pallegama
4, M. H. l\latale North
5. Social Service League, Matale
6. P. U. Rattota
7. R. H. Kongahawela
8. M. H. TIllukkumbura
9. D. H. Dambulla
10. P.U. Nalanda
11. C. H. Madipola
12. P. U. Galewela
13. M. H. Giritale
14. D. H. Polonnaruws. ..
156. M. H. Attanakadawela

Bewdn 935 eIDCH

Hlectoral Area

Walapane
do.
Hewaheta

do.

do.

do.
Galagedera

do.

do.
Kandy

do.
Yatinuwara

do.
Udunuwara

do.

do.

Hlectoral Area

Tissa
do.
do.
do.
do.

Deniyaya
do.
do.
do.

Matara

Dondra
Matara
Mulkirigala
Tissa
Mulkirigzala

do.
Kamburupitiya
Weligama,

do.

do.

do.
Akuressa
Beliatte

do.

Hlectoral Area

Matale
do.
do.

do.
do.

Rattota
Laggala
do.
Dambulla
Lagzgala

Panihulla
do.
Polonnaruwa
do.
do.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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G. A.s Area

Kandy
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

G. A.’s Area

Hambantota
do.
do.
do.
do.

Matara
do.
do.

Haml antota.
do.
do.

do.
Matara
do.
do.
do.

do.

do.
Tangalle
Hambantota

Q. A. s Area

Matale
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.

do.
Polonnaruwa

do.

do.
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Serial Names of Clinics
No,

16. D. H. Hingurakgoda
17. M. H. Manampitiya
18. M. H. Medirigiriya
19. B. 0.P. 400 R. H.

Serial Names of Clinics
No.
1. D. H. Puttalam
2. D. H. Anamaduwa
3. R. H. Kalpitiya
4. P.U. Mundel :
b, ‘B H, Kottuka.chr-hxya
6. M. H. Manpuri ;
7. H.C. Mannar Road
8. H.O. Katuneriya
9. M.&C.W.C.C. Nattandxya.
10. P.U. Dankotuwsa
11. C.D. Lunuwila
12. H. U. Chilaw
13. B. H. Chilaw
14. P.U. Madampe
15. P. U. Galmuruwa
Serzal Names of Clinics

Gi. H. Ratnapura

R. H. Gilimale L
C.D. & M. H. Gallela ..
C. D. Kuruwita

M. H. Niwitigala

P.U. Kalawana
Hapugastenna Estate
Pelmadulla Group
Palmgarden Estate 2
M. O. H’s Office, Balangoda
D. H. Balangoda

ot
moe@aSnpRRr
(s}

12. D. H. Kaltota
13. R. H. Weligapola

14. Balangoda Group Hospltal
15. R.H.Mahawalatenna

16. M. O. H. Office, Eh;hyacoda
17. M. H. Ayagama :
18. D. H. Ehiliyagoda
19. M. H. Kiriella
20, M. @G.H. Ofice, Ata.ka.lanpa.nna.
21. D.H.Kahawatta
22. D.H. Rakwana
23. D. H. Embilipitiya
24. D. H. Kolonna
25. D. H. Palebedda
26. R.H. Godakawela 2%
27. C.D.& M. H. Ranwala
28. R.H. Pothupitiya
Serial Names of Clinics
No.

1. D. H. Vavuniya

2. R.H. Cheddikulam

3. M. H. Mankulam

4. M. H. Poverasankulam

5. M. H. Nedunkarny

6. D. H. Mullative

7. B. H. Mannar

8. D. H. Talaimannar

9., (C.H. Murunkan
10. D. H. Adampan

Elecioral Area

Polonnaruwa
do.

Miuneriya
do.

Hlectoral Area

Puttalam

do. s

s Ko e

do.

do.

do.

do.
Nabtandlya

do. ..
Wennappuwa

s
Chilaw ..
do.
do.
do.

Electoral Area

Ratnapura
05 s
Pelmadulla
Ratnapura
Niwitigala
Kalawana
doist
do.
dOs %=
Balangoda
do. -
Ratnapura
do: .
Balangoda
(R e
Dehiowita
Kalawana
Kiriella
do: s
Rakwana
Nivitigala
Rakwana
Kolonna . .
do.

doi ..
Rakwana

do.
Kalawana

Electoral Area

Vavuniya
do. .
do.
do.
do. -

do.

Mannar .
dol. .
do. .
do.
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G. As Area

.. Polonnaruwa
e do.
. do.

do.

G.As Area

Puttalam
do.
do.

e do.

o do.

™ do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

G. A.’s Area

.. Ratnapura
e do.
o do.
R do.
do.
do.
s do.
o do.
Sh do.
e do.
do.
do.
T do.
%S do.
S0 do.
.. Koegalle
Ratnapura
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.

G. A’s Area

Vavuniya
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

Mannar
do.
do.
do.

Total No. of Clinics 407.
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MISS W. P. G. LILINA, PADIYAPELLLLA
PRIMARY SCHOOL : S. L. A.

240/69

3. 3. 99. 9xds w. (DcBEBY)
(B M. Q. erib. Conrg—aiaiilar)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that Miss W. P. G. Lilina, Assistant
Teacher, Nu/Padiyapelella Primary
School, was under-paid her special
living allowance during the period
January 1963 to September 1966 ? ()
will he take action to pay her the
arrears of this allowance immedia-
tely ? If not, why ?

Bewldn 0578 Vet BE®

2616
88» 8gns
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(g@nuz n totd iz WOE BEAe
GO8)
(Oserray §3- orib. YT af. A wQsreev—
s, GOTFETT HUSTT YDILFEFIT )

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—Minis-
ter of Education and Cultural Affairs)

() e®® @R&EDEWC cmdw «wymp Bo
Seds BDns e 0 »P, dw
625025880 eS80 WMOGD 8B 6CH
5D6DEedd FOWED FANO B

D6 qo. (@) e (¢) §PP u»
BN BE.
(a) The Director of FEducation,

Nuwara Eliya, has been asked to take
necessary action without delay for
the payment of arrears in special
living allowance due to this teacher,
if any. (b) Does not arise in view
of (a) above.

2. 8. & ECm»™ & 0w, ule
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MISS W. P. G. LILINA, PADIYAPELELLA
PRIMARY SCHOOL : RENT ALLOWANCE

241/69

8. 8. 08. el .

(8. A. 9. erib. Canrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that Miss W. P. G. Lilina, Assistant
Teacher, /Padiyapelella Primary
School, was married on 15.12.60, and
that she has not been paid in full the
rent allowance due to a married tea-
cher for the periods October to
December 1962 and June 1965 to
September 1966 ? (b) Will he take
immediate action to pay these arrears
of rent allowance immediately ? If
not, why ?

aé 38wemE @

(Qzorray mRwGETee)

(The Horm. Iriyagolle)

(g) e®® ®b6P8wd cmdBw @m B®
e B 60 P, D EENBSND
6380 WO WEB G HVEOEed
G%BL gAsEBY Bw® S aum. ()
Qum (§) ¢50 Uiy 6ENHE.

(¢) The Director of Education,
Nuwara Eliya, has been asked to take
necessary action without delay for the
payment of arrears in rent allowance
due to this teacher, if any. (b) Does
not arise in view of (a) above.

@38, ©8. g.8HC dvmy VW FwmsI®,
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MR. R. M. PUNCHIRALA, MANTRITENNA,
WALAPANE

242/69

8. 8. 9. el Own.

(Sm. M. 9. eri. Canrg)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture
and Food: (a) Is he aware that 10
token cards issued from Stafford
Group to Mr. R. M. Punchirala of
Mantritenna in Rupaha Grama Se-
vaka Division, Walapane, were sur-
rendered by him to the Divisional
Revenue Officer, Wazlapane, in or
about December 1968 ; that the D.R.O.

issued rice ration books to 7 out of the
] 10 persons concerned and that rice
ration books have not been issued to
3 persons so far? (b) Is he aware
that (i) the papers that were said to
be necessary at that time for the
issue of rice ration books have also
been submitted; (ii) in the mean-
time, this gentleman has visited the
D.R.O’s office 27 times to get these
rice ration books ? (¢) Why was a
special permit not issued to them to
obtain their rice until the rice ration
books are issued ? (d) Will he look
into this matter immediately and
take steps to issue to these three per-
sons their rice rations without delay ?
(e) Will he take necessary steps to
issue to them their rice ration books
as early as possible ? If not, why ?

ad 0. 8. AN (BT o gend
@ OB)

(Qzerras ertb. e, LTL T—GHaIFTL
oG DILFET)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)
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(@) Yes. (b) (i) and @i) No. (¢c) A
special premit was not asked ior. (d)
and (e) Yes.
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MR. L. B. JAYANERIS APPUHAMY, PAHALA

MADAMPELLA, KATANA

248/69

Swond D,

(B ustsry.)

(Mr. Jayakody)
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asked the Minister of Social Services :
(¢) Is he aware that a cripple Mr.
L. B. Jayaneris Appuhamy of Pahalza
Madampella, Katana in AKK N‘A’
Negombo, applied for public assis-
tnace? (b) Why has he not been
given assistance as yet ? (¢) Will he
take immegliate steps to give him the
necessary assistance ? If not, why ?

aé Y. 3D, &F. 8. W& Gméw »
(5@ 6D @OR)

(Osorras erar. ré&. ar. Grib. &HE)T HeT—
Fops Cramey gyenind &)

(The Hon. N. H. A. M. Karunaratne—
Minister of Social Services)

(¢) ®2. (@) 6984 2x» E» &
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Goam B&R&
om0 . (@) “go” g Elw Rlcka ]
com @B Do Sdow B &
»HQsIesy BN

() %L;n_ (24) 15569 Gogg‘n torsth 5. 20

Qaer@sas oupE@E Getiu Qerorgi- (@)

(2y) aHlarLig, @aCsardl erEpalHFPE @
1 Raviy.
(a) Yes. (b) Action has already

been taken to pay Rs. 20 p.m. with

effect from 1.8.69 (c¢) Does not arise

in view of (D).

& chBemsn Cuwde, ©HRILY
dmses, 0mmOeeBwmd

ofl.

Qenrafl

22 Crre), Qsibudarer @)y
Cuppd, QarQseflurama:
G. JOSI NONA, DOMBAWINNA COLONY,
EOTADENIYAWA

250/69

ScoondB e,

{ & R IACE Y g

(Mr. Jayakody)

DOé wn dBéT® GOBems
ey Sdme: (@) emdeeBIwd
co@Bryesy Jdedd dmuced &
chHBerWrn OuwslSwed »HEs) @B
cefdm 30 @AW ¢dfceE W
Qe @y CAOMBY ween 9E G
sy 988usy ®ém cded 1969 @dm
&uede DD (EEeonnm GozNCS
ced g/ BOE /e w/1/468/8) D@
ey e ? (@) @ed Gide g 8cd
Den® 6®300 O BwdS asImH e ?
erxnded »E® & @xfe?

G}‘g;ﬂr'&&éj, @;z;ﬂ'&ﬂ@@u&fﬁ

DN LFF T &

3 ') .
Car. d@: () OsrQzeflurea
. ﬁ - - - . - -
Qariudlerer Iyrertss @GyCuppsess
Ceiss of- @%ffﬂt@@ﬁ-‘?’@ﬂsﬁr por. Q.

B Gl ems Lﬁ’ar:_}@u:rmeugr@sﬂ.ﬂraar 61 Goor G L1LILD
1969 Lor T F & Lom HLb GI?(BL%&QUL'_!_-@‘EESTU@?rg
sfarrr ? (s9 ssCasroa Q. cugy/Bad
/ewSe/1/468/8) (%@‘5) :9}!-&.!@-;%(?):.‘:'- CrrGavenr
19-Ui LIGRT 60 F 21 engirss Osrldss :o){fam%

peoiy desator  eTQLLITIT, GOZGLIef,

Grer 2

asked the Minister of Labour and
Fmployment: (a) Is he aware that
the application to withdraw the

EPF. funds of G. %%’?t%ze%?ﬁgolaﬁgm F

1969 w3 ®E 9

2622
E3m B8ns
Dombawinna Government Colony,
Kotadeniyawa, was made in March
1969 (File No. c&f gg/Bac/e w/
1/468/8 7?7 (b) Will he take steps to

pay her dues immediately ? If not,
why ?,

ad 8. 29, c@®d (28®W&, dB
Sy wn Behes §OB)

(Qaerreas orih. ord. p&Eibiog—Ga s,
Qsrifley el ominsFsir)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Minister of
iabour and Employment)

(@) . & ehBesdsn sy
e 9 E® ume cRes’ 69.6.23 B3
& 8. (q) @D.

(a) No. The application of G. Josi
Nona was received on 23.6.69. (b)
Yes.

e BuoE ebined oy DO

& TR B8 LD & AL T & (5 Ly

P& senFd FeTLd
NEW WARD FOR DERANIVAGALA HOSPITAL
269/69

8. 8. ¢d. 8bedwd Tw. (ccBRED)

(B 1. &.. i FrCadsr—06 sGCwr
Apm)

(Mz. D. P. R. Weerasekera—Dehiowita)
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Gan 8na

[8 8 @& 8beedms @wo ]
Covar QG s mdor QJQUT FI LIT T T (@HLOGY D& &l if]iL)
FNGCw

QuIrTir ? ('225) @QL{QM @@ém&dﬁ«zaﬁ&‘@%w

of DDIGTOTITT GTGTLIGN &  ojaul Cg_,!‘gﬁ?

{;ﬁcgﬂm{ﬁu‘gﬁ‘g}@ BL_aulg &6 a5 Q&@J"@Qm ar(plLs
@6’5?‘

urrr? (§) erevefler, erlGmrepm ?

Cme, arer ?

asked the Minister of Health: (a) Is
he aware that the proposals sub-
mitted to the District Co-ordinating
Committee, Kegalle, on 13.11.68 ana
26.2.69 by the Member of Parliament
for Dehiowita, that a new ward should
be constructed in the Deraniyagala
Hospital so as to provide greater
accommodation, has been accepted
even by his Parliamentary Secretary?
(b) Will he take early action to cons-
truct this new ward ? (¢) If so, when
If not, why ?

ad 3. OC. ot 5NBNGD

(Ozorrar ., erew, Ca@priss)

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake)

(@) ®3. (&) s (9) RO, @B bi®
o &€& 0P’ S 1970/71 28
e 29 ewldsndBend gumesy @6
BeR.

() po- () (B) o
srtvile Aoaisehssrer ABFmes o
2T g yowlugpsrer  apur® 197071
yBw » GCsrmaofley Corsastii’ Perer .

(@) Yes. (b) and (c¢) Yes; the
construction of a children’s ward at
this hospital has been included in the
new proposals for 1970-71.

. Sdn omemd DEYHm seedMHed
Gl BN BSBIEH BEHNSm
YrErTmS o0 2 puUSHs e OFsruarg
‘@L;L.. r’ﬁ)n'r@ﬁrr&: u_rrz'r-fﬁ?@wfr-ffg}faﬁ

Qerenal s S

PROJECT ADMINISTRATION OFFICER, STATE
FERTILTZER MANUFACTURING CORPORATION

281/69
e 8w duY. 98. euwedd (wSwx'
| 62%0)

(sarf5 erar. erh. QUCTTr—w g wirp
Cariont)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

DEDTD 2w BDE WO @B
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Quragsi wri? (24) Qeufler oy Slarrmser
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srarar ? (@) aydser GCasrorg Srib erewm
ofuams@s Csrife apm@GauspE Qo
HS@ eg::,@arrm.h o GUTL_ITr ?

asked the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries: (a) Who is the project
administration officer of the State
Fertilizer Manufacturing Corpora-
tion ? (b) What are his powers ? (c¢)
Has he the power to offer employ-
ment to individuals of his choice
without calling for applications ?

ad 8. 8. @8 92dd» (2&x»
& RS HOR)

) ) (g
(Gzerre: . .

Q‘-ﬂ_‘:‘ T .’,p

Yl (FHT T HAT—NE S
&, s me wifle yrFEr)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena-—Mirn-
ister of Industries and Fisheries)

(g) 8. 8. 8. eibeg wmn.
(&) @ ot N cefdm BEHEH
DOPRND BHES &8m» g»d, I
8@’ Vewsy esoed Med B5ensBO d®
D B, (@) mm>.

(o) B i 9. erb. Carplor (),
e G Famarer i u.rf?uxrﬁvsar;é,@g}@f:f
G]ua’_,@njurra;@ﬁb (52@361:@&%@, uﬁsﬁ?‘gya’;&

Covenrig weummraur. (@) @H&.

(a) Mr. R. B. M. Korale. (b) He is
in charge of presonnel administration
and responsible to the chairman.
(c) No.
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