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The House met at 10 A.M., MR. SPEAKER
E.EHE Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY CoReA] in the
air.

SEADHOEO DD BERT;
Gﬁ@éa;@é@ urdieype oflent_ser
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

A CPeowcd cu i wBw@Ees
s sm eusune R%wih

MELLAWAGEDERA SUB-POST OFFICE

1. POy Lwewmmd Sw. (3B
8Sw)

(8 ospwear  pusQsry—Fe ol
tg-11)

(Mr.
pitiya)

Cded a®, e we 8¢l wmoedw
GqeBcory quiy s@®e: (¢) adcd
ewes ¢8 el éwEnw sy’ Gu®
e 8e® Buue® G MEwmces’
8y 09 3 e BwEES
O Besdsy vHER® CHEOD In®
Den® Bwdd oy e ? () erxndes
»® &F @x¢e?
s BCaud, BB S
Curés@arss yowsisamrs Csi i el :
(o) Queurgps srre DUILIGHL_& (&Lb
s HesrarBoror ey eU-sUTe®  Hevw
wrer woOdaCssy o LrguTe Hlws S5 n
@8 QsrevCus) asGladn apims e o1
@MY [FLaulg &S eT@Limam ? (r;lb} @0
Quefley arer 2

Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-

YT F TS S SLIT 6D

2—ed 6736 810 (69/9)

1969 e @S 12

2910
e EEQRS
asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Will he take immediate steps to give
telephone facilities to Mellawagedera
Sub-Post Office which is now a
sub-post office having delivery
facilities ? (b) If not, why ?

SwenE 005388 Sw. (SBec o1,
MG am 8¢ wrYede @OBod
S 8Ce@sY )y e W)

(. dlgguure Queiry ov—or FrEss
s QCady, gure, sps CursEerss
QYD & FIAGT LIT T T @HLOGT D& sl sha)

(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunications)

(&) Den® WE e ®. () Cen L3
@0 wCuxm BFm ey df ddswm
8 cOBced sy rrem® wmudn mw e
CS S HEG WO BoBDWO &
&HB). 608 s @ E@ED 856
2e88D en cOBeed sy sHum® wcCEe
o c® o s® gBs 9C C® wd»
&das ¢é8cE G¢ Scdm wCmh ACH
CLed.

Somnd Sw.

(B Rustlary )

(Mr. Jayakody)

Bede st gdbg vCw e 8O
EDCcE8w YBVSen crnOh@Rwd@ cO&
cedsy sogm® clRess O O
FHmuwo 80 D ob SdE
c®s¥n) DO ¢y e ? & ny
ClRecew e vcd @t & Sosf
ey m»PTsnsfefedf 880y OB
— 5@ snsYedd ded Dy Den®
Redmr—T oy CLRces. s snnY
ctf & gedww o S ¢ 5. OB
cnd, oy GReced dend&. & Ben
@b @B S wE vz WS, €@
@Dbg & e & wensy Bén 68
e 0D s? Ot s wwue® G
28® wu€’D WOHY BDEWDG ?

SeéwsenC e@uY Hd .
(8. dleguiired Guocarigaw)
(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis)
& am BeE ACH »8.
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COMPLAINTS AGAINST D.M.O., DIVULAPITIYA

2. Bwommd Swn.

(&am. Ru&blary. )

(Mr. Jayakody)

ct9a)s G OBews’ e s@ »es: 1969
CBRASNE 16 2 E» EHEBSw Sdecd
ebiwmed Eef S ceden BCHEn@&E
6D 988unY wém G edesn 6
B’ V2 EYCBOw ECec@®rs ) TR
& B&xsY 1969 @3 12 2 E» &8
sy WG Wben B8EAec wlwvemned
EBOC ¢® I e YO ef & FHE
W& 0 9E8ury exnmeg @x'c?
FETGTT yminsoramrs Gal i afl &) : ,@'@{
Qg u  yTEFTES LI5S F e e
wrei’ . wms g6 2 GECWTsS s @ or 5l
rre 16.2.69 @& Oadwninn’t 6 BDPEF
FrrGHsere uppPll 12.3.69 Q& ymsss
ouir Fir9ss ol wmstridl B pLrg sl
e flgrréuder ditroe Seyand g u
LT TI@RLOGTD  9YEIE S SeI(hEGHT  (1pey L
ur@ QeiGCgrmsCar Qsluliu®ssrs
Q{gﬁéT?
asked the Minister of Health: Why
has he not intimated to the M.P. for
Divulapitiya, or to the complainants
concerned, the outcome of the
inquiry into the matters submitted
by the Member on 12.3.1969 in regard
to the six allegations made against
the District Medical Officer of the
Divulapitiya Government Hospital on

16.2.1969 ?

NG o8, @d. LR (SHEn OB
W sy Y @i e om
Jded® WOwD) SEIC HOBeN Y W&
e e —cwaNs FOB cDPRO)

(Qaorrar Gy, oyf. suweur ser—@rr
QrEIE  YDDFFHLD TS 9D E F T FILD
GQoueflahleusmr
il GA@ub—a & G T

LT FIETLIL, DG & T FILD

u:r.wnr@msﬁr‘mé
QY ELDEFFT FITITLITE )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence & External Affairs—on behalf of
the Minister of Health)

BewlEny @535 @eFDC®

2912
HED 88ns

The M.P. for Divulapitiya was
written to on 17.6.69, thus :

“You would recall that the Deputy
Director (Medical Services) apprised
you of the situation at Divulapitiya
Hospital when you saw him at his
office about ten days back, and that
you agreed to watch the situation and
bring to the notice of the Department
any further complaints against the

Distriect Medical Officer. You were
also informed that the Department too
would watch the situation before any
further action is taken.”

No further complaints have been
received from the M.P. for Divula-
pitiya subsequently.

Bscrnes .

(.@@ gmé@&;rm;_)
(Mr. Jayakody)

cxoas WOWY EEAC od GOBH®
B Beo 6@ gé gF D@ od &Exs
G PBpDearsy gBcd®s sewldmws
B DesFHO gaB & DE
w@ulenecws’® e2med
ccwr. ar) CiAeedT & gy O& 56O
B8RS e5MedDB. @& iy TR 5B,
1969 csASHE 16 DB E» DB
Gdedd ebime el 5 cedens BEh8
A 6TV @E8uny e DEER
SEAc uCfBvemed uBRIE €8 I®
e 88uny emnmed @x¥¢ wsY
»B. ¥ g5 ®0 Yoo Wmér’eny
s8f vened YBOC Oy HOR. ¢
802095 cdE B0 HDe® 68 ecegrd
® Gt ACHs Do D& Do
OO eccwny. 90 FBOG QBB B

BN sl
&2

o8 9Ps» DSsfesy. dfewd &
eHerndCO DbE8mbm; ABHE
8b enedR. & ecowmny

e 00 amas’®»HO D Py dw
28 B0 DOy ©CHY WDHCB
00 BDed. @& gurTery ©SBerncd
EBOE e BHom I DS

to know the result of the inquiry—
whether he is guilty or not guilty.
That is all I want.
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(Qsorren Cog. opi. squieui sar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

8@@88@(5 @& @ﬂ@ﬁg@a “8®
BT ey ” BS8ewny Smmaed “HOE
g8 el Oy :®,

Swommd w.

(8m. nuilsry.)

(Mr. Jayakody)

& S5Es OB Bwsyexy 8@
BJecry 83mw DB @8z 12
B3¢ 8O g¢ I ewl &g 6 = RNed
G @& chem® JVBFTecsy BSmDn.
DEENWS Semmed YBOE ane eexy
20 8dIxY Exw WIHaB Bwsy .

a& & md. LB
(Ozerres Cog. opi. sguweuir ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The English rendition is that both
parties are watching the situation.
In Sinhala it says “ 8@8cecsy . 1
like to give a different word
altogether and say “ @@&8cecsy.”

Bwommd Den.

(B guéQary.)

(Mr. Jayakody)

B Dwew 9 IBRAIEC @A
e, & Q' CTesy e eBs B
OC am® eem CCudB. WS O&L
goRHV ¥ YT w60 B8nde’
G ecxy@e ?

oG & . Lwuddam

(Qserres Cep. oyi. spweui ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I shall inform the Minister when
he comes.

1969 wef @8 12
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BésnGaa o g—alLme LTS

DISSAGEWATTA-KEATANA ROAD

3. Bend .

(8. usQary )

(Mr. Jayakody)

Sbed d, e s 8¢l soed
G OBeasy gy sdmwe: () Swwew
DY -0 68 B8 emlsd o
g 06 a0 AP® ew BwdS
asYesyec? (g) ezn deed »H® @x'e ?

s_QCady, sUT® GHEL
Curs@arsa gyowssmrs Casi de):

gya*mnéf&é

() BierCaogams—al L rear Lrensuler
TEHHL urssmss & ULsss SrAG
WEH@ oL e pLeugsams er@Qlirsr ?
(&) @QeCpev, erer ?

asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Will he take immediate steps to metal
and tar the balance portion of the

Dissagewatta-Katana Road ? (b) If
not, why ?

S o@sY 8 O,

(8. dleguiure Queirig o)

(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis)

(¢) o> c®® el HEm 6O
st 2eRNEedsY 1 BEwen HEVD B
DO »E) Ced. () ()
2D B5 6BNHE.

QW

Lwcwnd .

(B uitsry )
(Mr. Jayakody)
"0 8O0 stf e me BHBCO® B

g wmed g¢ RNB® D6 wrl®
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eCEN& sy YD @8
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B’ OG 8 352 9365 BewmdDr. W& em
6 & 28 @D 6 o S w=n
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(8. eflguiLire Glpemrig 6w )

(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis)

c® B88edg FROIMG WEBY 6By
=8uennsy DReunNB. wONS BT
3C o 800 38 <& muy ddE
eened Bewm. & gnO&, OTHRS
sewsy wém Wby wnd Do .
5O DD gD WL &S DG QBVE
Jeme TR Bux RO ded»
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Bcsomnd Sw.

(8. gustsry )

(Mr. Jayakody)

R u8msens gnd, W8S
Bem B 288D glm G IC B
DO gROODG DEsTH e B
BEed @ WS BeABDHEBY ¢ ?

JeScsenE e8I 8E .

(Bm. duure Guarygev)
(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis)

dew® BBedn w6 mmm. Bded@

o ReemD 5O dend® @wésYem
LS.

DS BN

(FUr BTsSE oail &6r)

(Mr. Speaker)

Question No. 4.

oé 8. 8. ¢ 8D (9RO, wdde
o S¢CAC GOB wn wENZNGID)

(Qzorrey 8. F. 19 Boar—asrenfl, Fils
urer, (Rardlend ojendFptd FaLl 1pGeH
@ILD)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

The department wants two weeks’
time to answer this Question.

gdDe 0n DN gfSsw BBV Bew
Do CL.
- ebl@yamau FLOFLIG s

wpQm®m 5o HEGE
sl Tl o gr. :

Question ordered to stand down.
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%50)
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@)
(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)
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28 8814,

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) Is he aware that the
following resolution has been submit-
ted to him by the Trade Union Fede-
ration of the Department of Agricul-
ture ?

“That whilst diverting the waters of
the Mahaweliganga to the North and
East for irrigation purposes, the Trade
Union Federation of the Department of
Agriculture is of opinion that by
providing an additional diversion point
near the Gannoruwa-Halloluwa area
and taking the waters across to a point
near the Arambakade-Galagedara area
and putting the waters to the Kospothu
Oya and Deduru Oya it would be
possible to irrigate about 5 lakhs of
acres of paddy (presently asweddu-
mized and lands to be asweddumized)
in the North-Western Province and

recommends this for consideration by
Government 7,

(b) Has any action been taken to

investigate the proposal contained in
this resolution ? (c) If not, why not ?

o & 8. ¢ 8

(Qsorras &. (F. 9. Bovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(a) I am not aware. (b) Does not
arise. But at the request of the Hon.
Minister of Finance, who represents
Yapahuwa and who has strongly
urged that water from the Mahaweli-
ganga be made available for irrigating
land between the Kala-oya and the
Deduru oya—this land comprises part
of the Kurunegala District and almost
the entire Puttalam District—we are
investigating the matter, to see
whether it is possible to do so. As you
know, these diversions are difficult
matters.

OGNS 5y e,

(8. Qevmsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

0l DGR, ¢ns T ®
o gesny ) BeR®N. 606 ad, G OB
N0 9E8urY WS BB GedEnn S
c0xY O Bw & @ 3 clons
Gew GBS ?

oG 8 8. ¢ BED

(Qaorrey &. (F. 19 Qeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

®® ¢rery wman. @0 F E8E
N,

28w 88

OGNS 5 e,

(D Qwmsr ger )

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

I ed’m o ©wdedcmed
802088 38 R 9 B 80 @2
QO 9ESuny Wé Bedm 6dS520dD
B, 8.

of & 8. ¢ 8D

(Qsorras &. (3. 19 Qeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

@ T GBE 2en. @ 8cC @B
ey Brfe cnddawdny ECw C
el mw How 9 BemH. g8 &F
OB B 885 28 ACHD. @D
2w emd gBded® Wby Mo

Scecnd Dca.

(8®. nuiQsry.)

(Mr. Jayakody)

28és 6¢8He@5Y DED Dy R
©O8 wec®Emews’ 0 cwlbrNd
@eSuny wmg qRuNedDE F gu G
DRensy Fma DE), S DY B 2,
DS D Bogm, 6cdg wr¥esnynd,
¢ReeE3 Yy el [HhBHER]

o 8. 8. ¢ 8

(Qaerras &. (F. 19 KAeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

@ RNorslesy @0 O G mB DE.

@. B. G&. 5 wp s ; Qwphlmser
Co. &. otf., 5 e efe: sy

CLASS 5, C.A.S.: VACANCIES

6. 8. 2. AT S Own. (BeE @)

(8. Q. eré. LIGOT LT T—LJ 5131 )

(Mr. B. H. Bandara—Badulla)
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»né® Sneawd ¢d5F BDE Bedm &
G 8D WD ens®ene ? & BwuEE

8édedec? (8) erxnded O, Owd
ey 553 wDede ?
B8 geowvisors GCslir dle: (9)

Qomeaas piarss Geeea erlGureps
sri9ssiu L g ? () sr9ssiLL L. sTe
g @armamr yFCrmauler 5 yp
BT & 5 pelaser (1)

Curiy s uf osFs@mw (2) audrumpsEsL

U T DIGSLILIL_T &

ul Curlygl ufl enga@h (3) Splys
Bpews@n oamsati i Qo p L msefler
cranenflsamayn Cardan’ o sGHCwT
&5 FTaoflar erawrenflaéenaujh wrg? (@)
wl QuuBs sl L Curiig s ufi_eguier
QuoCumpsbraQsren® Ariuc . Geuedr
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orereur ? () @atwuefley aer ?

ugdlaeflar Qurgs oewefléma

asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
When was the Ceylon Administrative
Service established ? (b) Will he
state the cadre provided for in Class

(@) 63.5.1 9B .
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5 of the Ceylon Administrative Ser-
vice from its inception up to date to
be filled on the results of (1) the
open competitive examination. (2)
the limited competitive examination,
(3) on merit, and the number of offi-
cers recruited respectively?  (c)
What is the total number of posts to
be filled on the results of the limited
competitive examination? Have all
these posts been filled ? (d) If not,
why ?

o0& @ 3. DY Bzned (8¢ @®B)

(Qzorres . 19. euerefpruss—pgpe
I[ONDEFEFIT)

(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—
Minister of Finance)
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The Answer tabled is as follows:
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E3ENEA.

2) 1966 88» noe» Brvewss 20 44 FeDwn gdSed  Giadn
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edmes B Bw.

1968 88» mo® Swvewsy 26 32 o®
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(Furprusi oeairser)
(Mr. Speaker)

T B 5.

ady DY BN

(Qsarrer eueraf prwss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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CLASS 9, C.A.S.: BASIS OF APPOINTMENT

8. 8. 98, Az’ c.
(8. 9. or&. uewr rr)
(Mr. B. H. Bandara)
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asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
What is the policy at present follow-
ed by Government in making acting
appointments to Grade V of the Cey-
lon Administrative Service ? (b) Is
he aware that this service is not ex-
clusive to any particular department
or Ministry and that it is a component
of the general Public Service? (c)
If so, is he aware that it would be
_unjust to permit any particular head
| of department or the Permanent Se-
cretary of any particular Ministry to
1 make acting appointments in Grade V
of the Administrative Service at his
{ will and pleasure? (d) Is he aware
that the most satisfactory basis for
making acting appointments as well
as permanent appointments would be
the order of merit on the results of
the limited competitive examination
conducted by the P. S. C. ?

aé DY BN
(Qzerras eusstert] priidss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)
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PANAWALA MAHA VIDYALAYA

0. eCed @ 9DIA® w. (Bemel—
8. 8. g8 8bectdwd Vuw—ecBDES—
62x20)

(Bm. Qeovel] @ ali GeT—Lir e b 56D
—Bm. . G Y. T 1CFrsasr—0 5 SCwr
&f o p—F T LITS)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura
—on behalf of Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera
—Dehiowita)
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Gouer ROLeT By LI Carslor (91ps@-
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() Qo wgems @fslubsgbLg
gl S o 5 GCUrsssiadr Lol
urrr? (@) YPwefle erlCLmg ? @evde
Quiesfley, arewr ?
asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that the Panawal Korale (East and
West) V.C. made a request on
12.11.68 that = /Panawala Maha Vid-
yalaya be provided with water ? (b)
Will he instruct his officials to expe-
dite this matter ? (c) If so, when ? If
not, why ?

Bbutie o0 B Ow. (§RmSB
o Bt B DO HOB eO®
29)

(8. Hleguire G?wsa%rLgLsﬁJ—-.ss'ﬂsﬁ?, &GO

& Buelssi

Frr Heusrs oens i FTLITS)

(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—on behalf of
the Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)
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PERSONS FROM AKURANA ELECTORATE
RECRUITED TO GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS

10 9GS B (o @DBIe &E
et Qw—gmben =gl 55—
CRIHRIS)) '

(805 Qomsrger—&m. CovwsspFr
Qtﬂ@&@r—gé@‘m&r ApSOTLY  OEIS S Feull
FI TS )

(Mr. Ilangaratne—on behalf - of
Mr. Hemachandra Sirisena—First
Akurana)

WS o ABS & F@Bew sy a1y
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asked the Minister of Labour and

Employment: (a) How many per-
sons from the Akurana Electorate

1969 e @5 12
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have been given employment in gov-
ernment service and in state-spon-
sored corporations in the wvarious
categories of employment (including
teachers) since early 1965 to date ?
(b) Will he state the name, age,
address, post held, the department
or corporation concerned, and the
present place of employment in
respect of each employee ?

8. 8. goow ) Ow. (Sds @o@Bed
ECe@mn o —8®a& o dBD
SN @ GOR c2xnR)

(8. F. 1§ ys5sus5m—@rregris
GYDUDFF MG LT TT@HLoaT D Sl SihH—
Qsrifleo, Qsrifle asf yowssi Frir
LIrs )

(Mr. D. P. Atapattu—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of State—
on behalf of Minister of Labour and
Employment)

(a) Statistics of persons given em-
ployment under Government and in
corporations on an electoral basis are
not maintained by the Labour De-
partment. (b) Does not arise.

Swomd .

(8. Rustary )

(Mr. Jayakody)
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(Mr. Atapattu)
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PERSONAL KEXPLANATION BY THE

MEMBER FOR PANADURA [MR. LESLIE
GOONEWARDENE |

cCw & @@VsRx» Own.

(B@m. Qavevell &S QI T )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Mr. Speaker, 1 crave your indul-
gence to make a very short statement
in order to clear my position with
regard to the travel of an officer of
the Ministry of Industries, one Mr.
Mylvaganam, by air from Athens to
Ceylon on April 10th last.

You will probably recollect that
some time ago the Hon. Minister of
Industries had occasion on the Floor
of this House to read some cCOTY€S-
pondence in which it was stated that
I was a witness to the fact that this
Mr. Mylvaganam travelled tourist
class on his way back to Ceylon. On
that occasion I was dragged into this
matter and I had to point out that
my testimony was to the contrary
and that I did not see Mr. Mylvaga-
nam in the tourist class section, and
he did not travel tourist class.

He may have had a first class
ticket, or he may have had a tourist
class ticket, or he may not have had
a ticket at all, but all that I can say
is that he was not in the tourist class
along with the hon. Member for
Haputale (Mr. Ariyadasa) and my-

self.

Subsequently, I think, on the 8th
of this month the Hon. Minister of
Industries had occasion once more tc
refer to this matter, and on that
occasion he produced photostat
copies of several documents to show
that Mr. Mylvaganam had travelled
tourist class.

Bewids 95375 QeTCE
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All 1 want to do is to repeat my
statement that I travelled tourist
class along with the hon. Member
for Haputale, and this gentleman
was not there. He may have been in
the first class, he may have been in
the cockpit, or he may have been

travelling with the luggage, but
certainly we did not see him there
in the tourist class.

I am not bringing any charge
against him or anybody else.
Because my name has been dragged
in I am making this statement. I
recollect clearly now that I met Mr.
Mylvaganam for the first time—I
have no recollection of meeting him
before—at the airport at Athens
when I was introduced to him by the
hon. Member for Haputale. When
Mr. Ariyadasa and I got into the
plane, Mr. Ariyadasa himself looked
round and re-marked that M.
Mylvaganam had missed the plane.
He was certainly not in the
tourist class. I replied that he could
not have missed the plane and that
he must be travelling first class, and
and that was the end of it. The next
time I saw Mr. Mylvaganam W&as
when we got off at the airport in
Ceylon.

I have no objection to this. I hope
I am not putting anybody in difficul-
ties because I am aware that if U.T.A
allows a tourist class passenger to
travel first class without a first-class
ticket, then UTA would be liabel
to a 2,000 dollars fine by some inter-
national association. I do not know
whether UTA will be fined by any-
body.

This is the position. I cannot bear
witness to the fact that Mr. Mylvaga-
nam travelled tourist class. In fact,
my evidence is to the contrary.
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QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE : NEws ITEM
IN THE “ DinapaTHI” oF 11.9.69

WM. o QW BNHO® Vwn. (BDE
@5)3@8)

(Bm. sr.Qur. @rsBanib—&aef0sr&&)

(Mr. K. P. Ratnam—XKilinochchi)

Mr. Speaker, I wish to point out to
you that in the “ Dinapathi” of 11th
September 1969—I do not want to
go into it fully—there is a news item
banner-headlined in the front page
to the effect that the Whip of the
Thamil Arasu Katchi is not present
in the House, thereby giving the im-
pression to the people that I am

irregular in my attendance.

A perusal of the attendance regis-
ter will show clearly that I have
been present in the House every day
during the Budget Debate. And as
a matter of fact you know, Sir, that
I meet you almost daily to make
arrangements for our party speakers
to participate in the Debate. This
news item also questions my con-
duct as whip of my party.

It is evident that the news item
has been deliberately written to
cause damage to my reputation as
a Member of Parliament, and parti-
cularly as the whip of my party. I
am reading the relevant extracts
from this news item to support my
statement.
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Briseiey sllnrss
Fapslocisss sarmiaigre Guming s &8ular ertb
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DA BNGD D

(Fur prusi cg)[@ﬂf’&ﬁ‘;?’)

(Mr. Speaker)

Will the hon. Member kindly send
me a copy of that report with a
translation ? On the face of it there
appears to be a breach of Privilege
because the hon. Member has been
present every day in Parliament
and, further, he has been sending me
a list of names of the Members of
his party who wished to speak.
Sometimes he has been a bit of a
nuisance also.

S BHE @,

(B @rsBorid)
(Mr. Ratnam)
Yes.
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QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE: REPORT OF

PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE 1IN

THE “ CEYLON DALy NEws ” oF
11.9.1969

o0& Bu ¥msYe (20888 o edge

@OR)

(Qsarres afly QuireyenCLr—air 5 s,
Hwrirr genindFi )

(The Hon. Hugh Fernando—Minister of
Commerce and Trade)

I wish to raise a quesiton of Privi-
lege in regard to the manner in
which the proceedings of this House
have been reported in the “ Daily
News ” of 11th September 1969. T
refer to the matter raised by the
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hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N.
M. Perere) on the question of a claim
by a buyer overseas on tea despatch-
ed by Merrill Fernando & Co.,, I
read out a statement by Mr. Merrill
Fernando and this statement has
been incorrectly reported in this
paper. The statement I read out is
in HANSARD.

DS BNEDD S
(Furprwusr _yeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Will the Hon. Minister kindly send
me the newspaper underlining the
portions which he says are in-
correct?

ob Ba YeYg
(Qsorrar afly QuieenGrr)
(The Hon. Hugh Fernando)
Yes.
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CEYLON PENTECOSTAL MISSION BILL

DO. e Ry Y515y ¢ S, (€EEQD)

(Bl ortb: v e G?u;%@a%r@t_rr—-
Quor p_Rar)

(Mr. M. Ruskin Fernando—Moratuwa)

I move,

“That leave be granted to introduce a
Bill to incorporate the Ceylon Pente-
coastal Mission.”

8 8 & Béewizsy Owi (D¥erf
®®)

(8. §. 9. a. R r&Carer—augCssLp)

(Mr. P. B. A. Weerakoon—Wattegama)
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seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the First time,
and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing
Order No. 51 (4), to the Minister of
Education and Cultural Affairs for
report.
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Considered further in Committee.—
[Progress : 11th September.]

[M&. SpeEakER in the Chair.]

BN
(YsLrreari)
(The Chairman)

I wish to bring to the notice of
hon. Members that we have allotted
ten hours for the discussion of the
Votes of the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Food. The Hon. Minister
wants two hours to reply and I have
got a list of forty names. It 1s
impossible to give every hon. Mem-
ber an opportunity to speak. I
shall try to follow the lists that
have been given to me by the Whips.
But there are some hon. Members
who have not spoken at all. So, even
if thev are at the bottom of the lists,
T shall call upon them to speak a bit
early.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2933
Buddm vmny ewddum, 1969-70

134 2 B8w.—BDEO® W s
&R

1 2 wddne—mbes 0ae ovadafm
wB»8 we ¢Bow &z, &. 5,62,241

134 b ‘gé‘mdq.—m%uafrrw o 6T &y JERUDEF FIT

amaé@uuen @a. 1.—  uesilwroriler 24,056 (Ml
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Heap 134.—MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND Foobp

Vote No. 1—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 562,241
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(Mr. K. W. Devanayagam—Kalkudah)

Sir, permit me at the very outset
to congratulate the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture and Food on the tre-
mendous effort that his Ministry
and all his other departments have
made in the food drive. If the food
drive is what it is today, it is due to
the untiring efforts of all the depart-
ments concerned and the Ministry
put together. The initiative taken
by the Hon. Prime Minister has
been ably supported by this Minis-
try. In fact this step should have
been taken from the day that we
became politically independent. If
that were done we would not be in

the throes of an economic erisis
today.

When I say that the departments
concerned have taken a prominent
part in the food drive, I specially
refer to the Agriculture Depart-
ment. Because of the extension
services rendered by this depart-
ment, the farmer has acquired a
knowledge of modern methods of
agriculture, and this has resulted in
increased output. Today’s farmer is
not the ordinary farmer of a few
years back. He knows exactly what
he has to do in the selection of seeds,
on the question of weedicides, on
the question of manure. From the
time of the preparation of soil right
up to the time of harvesting the
crop, he uses modern methods. That

is why today we are on the road to
self-sufficiency.

I would like to express my deep
appreciation, in general, of the work
done by the department and the
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Ministry concerned and in particular
of the excellent work the D. A. O.
is doing in the Batticaloa District.
Because of his efforts we are able
today in some way to say that at
least in the near future it will be
possible for us to achieve self-suffi-
ciency. 1 have time and again ex-
pressed in this House my disapproval
of the way the cultivation commit-
tees are functioning in my area. I
do not know what is happening in
the cultivation committees in other
areas. It was the intention of tne
Government, when it appointed
these cultivation committees, that
they should assist cultiyators in
these areas, but far from assisting
the farmers they are a positive
hindrance. It is in these cultivation
committees that corruption starts.
Not only do these culvitation com-
mittees not perform their duties, not
only are they inefficient, they
actually pocket 50 per cent of the
funds provided for the works that
they are expected to carry out.

True, corruption is endemic 1n
every institution in this country.
My hon. Friend the Member for
Panadura (Mr. Leslie Goonewar-
dene) said that there was corruption
in the co-operative movement.
Corruption is not confined to one
particular movement or institution ;
you find it everywhere in this
country. And so long as the frailty
of human nature lends itself to
corruption, so long as human nature
is what it is, you will find corrup-

tion in this country. The only way

to prevent it is by having effective
safeguards, and I hope that the Hon.
Minister will take the necessary
safeguards so that these cultivation
committees may function properly.

In fact, in my district, at every
cultivation committee meeting the
farmers have requested that these
committees be done away with and
that we go back to the old system
where the G. A. had complete
disciplinary control over cultivation
matters. Perhaps the Hon. Minister
may think that it is a progressive
step that we have taken in giving
cultivators the right to control their

— o BEnd

own cultivation and that it will be a
retrosgrade step to go back to the
old system. But if °* progressive”
means ineificiency, indiscipline and
corruption, then I prefer not to be
progressive but to go back to the
old system and be satisfied with the
efficient control and supervision of
cultivation that we had in these

areas.

In my electorate a large section of
the people belong to the Veddah
community ; in fact, they form
what I may describe as the back-
water of my electorate, and it is

they who said during the Ilast
elections, “We do not want
language, we want a government

that will give us something to eat.”

They supported this Government
despite the federal cry in my
electorate. Because of their back-

wardness they depend mainly on
chena cultivation. After this Gov-
ernment came into power these
people were put back on the soil
and a tremendous effort was made
to give them a substantial means of
employment. They were given land
but irrigation facilities have been
provided only in some parts and not
in the entire area.

They are now faced with a prob-
lem. Their rations have been with-
drawn from them because they were
unable to pay back the loans given
to them. These people have
suffered losses during the rainy sea-
son due to crop failure. They are so
poor that they depend mainly on
their rations. I would therefore
request you to give them a conces-
sion instead of applying the general
rule and withdrawing the rations if
they fail to pay back the loans. If
they pay the interest on the loans I
would request you to give back
their rations and allow them to repay
the loan during the following
season.

I make this request because I am
aware that this same concession has
been made in other areas where
there has been a crop failure. In those
areas you have not merely given
back the rations but also given them
loans. In this case these people are

o4y
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not asking for loans but that the
rations shouid not be withdrawn
from them if they pay the interest
on the loans they have already

taken.

&, on. 1045

The Hon. Minister is in charge qf
the co-operative movement. It 1s
about 57 years since this movement
was established in this country. It
was your privilege, Hon. Minister,
to have set up for the first time a
commission to go into the entire
working of the co-operative move-
ment: to assess its benefits to the
people, its weakness, corruption and
various other aspects of the move-
ment, and to make recommendations
with regard to its reform and
proper working. Very able persons
were appointed to serve on this
commission with Mr. Laidlaw as its
chairman. Mr. Laidlaw is the best
person one could think of to head a
commission of this nature. He has
had many years of experience in
the International Co-operative
Alliance. He has also been in India
where conditions are similar to
those in Ceylon and he has an
intimate knowledge of local condi-
tions there. He visited India and
certain other countries along with
our Ceylonese members of the com-
mission. I think they have done a
very good job of work. I believe
their report is now in the hands of
the Hon. Minister. I should like to
request the Hon. Minister to imple-
ment this report as early as possible,
because the co-operative movement
in this country forms a vital element
in assisting the Government at the
present juncture with regard to the
distribution of food. Not only the
distribution of food but the entire
scheme of agricultural credit
depends on the co-operative societies.
Perhaps those who live in the towns
do not realize it, but to those who
live in the villages the co-operative
society is everything. Credit for
the villager’s agricultural purposes
is siphoned through the co-operative
society, what he produces is sold
through the co-operative society,
and his foodstuffs are distributed
through the co-operative society.

—endm Bend

To effectively do this you must have
a working system that functions

properly.

In the co-operative movement you
have a system that will always
come to the assistance of this
Government. During the scarcity of
essential items you had competition
between the private sector and the
co-operative movement. With re-
gard to milk foods, I must specially
emphasize that when the distribution
was given to the co-operatives the
scheme was satisfactorily imple-
mented. It is for that reason that I
say that you will be pleased to
implement that report as early as
possible.

I must thank you on behalf of the
Co-operative Federation for having
given us the sole distribution of
“ Lakspray ”. 1 believe this is the
first time the Government has
recognized the fact that if there is
going to be a proper distribution it
should be through the co-operatives.
I shail not say it wlll be bereft of
corruption. As I said, there is cor-
ruption everywhere, in every place.
As the hon. Member for Katugam-
pola (Mr. Subasinghe) when discus-
sing the C. W. E. said, because there
is corruption in the co-operative
movement we cannot throw away
the co-operative movement. I quite
agree with his comment that it is
not because there is corruption that
the co-operative movement is bad
but because we have not organized
it properly. That job of organizing
it is now in your hands, and I hope
you will do it. Those people who
have sat on this commission have
gone Into every aspect, especially
into the aspect of corruption, and
they have, I believe properly advised
vou in their report.

I think in the future we may be
able to minimize corruption to a
great extent because I believe they
have done away with the system of
single societies and suggested that
there should be larger organizations.
Chiefly the corruption is in the
managers who get in as mere em-
ployees and ' take advantage of
unknowi’ g and ignorant villagers
and then become the masters and a
law unto themselves.

e e
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Another matter I would like to
refer to with regard to the co-
operative movement is the consumer
union. In South East Asia there is
the International Co operative
Alliance, in which Ceylon also is
represented, and I am the represen-
tative for Ceylon. We have on a
number of occasions discussed
co operative trade, but we have
been unable to come to any conclu-
sion because of the various trade
agreements that are naturally
entered into by the Government.
Whatever proposals may be put
forward by any other organization,
it is impossible to have any kind of
trade unless it is channelled through
the Government. When I say
. “ co-operative trade” it is a kind of
{barter system. There are countries
| from whom you now buy, and you
pay in foreign exchange. But if
there is a kind of co-ordination of
1the co-operative trade of different
countries, you will not be put to the
necessity of having to buy these
things expending your foreign
exchange. You will be able to barter
the things that we produce. You
can give to those countries things we
produce and take from them things
they produce.

Take for instance, the arrack
trade. Arrack is in abundance in
this country, and India wants it. At
one of these discussions we found
that we were unable to come to any
agreement because there was some
agreement with certain private
dealers in regard to the arrack
trade. Therefore I request you to
investigate this aspect of it and to
some extent permit co-operative
trade in the form of barter.

There is one other matter I wish
to speak on before I conclude.
I understand that during the
discussion of the Votes of the
" Home Ministry—I was not here—
the hon. Member for Paddiruppu

(Mr. Rasamanickam) had referred to
me and to the hon. Second Member
for Batticaloa (Mr. Latiff Sinnalebbe)
when replying to a comment made

Bewidm @575 LeHVCH®
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by the latter about the Government
Agent, Batticaloa, and the officers
at the Batticaloa Kachcheri. The
hon. Member for Paddiruppu had
said that I have a phobia for getting
government agents transferred. It
is true that the predecessor of the
present government agent was
transferred as a result of represen-
tations I made, but I do not think
it was fair for the hon. Member for
Paddiruppu to have created the
impression that I am against the
present government agent. If the
hon. Member for Paddiruppu wants
to curry favour with the government
agent, I would ask him to leave me
out of it. If he wants to defend the
government agent from the state-
ments or allegations made by the
hon. Second Member for Batticaloa,
irresponsible or otherwise, why
should I be involved ?

As far as the present government
agent is concerned, I must say he
does not require any defence by the
hon. Member for Paddiruppu. He
has been at Batticaloa for a consi-
derable time and he has been dis-
charging his duties well.

I do not want the hon. Member
for Paddiruppu to put ideas into
government servants’ heads. This
kind of idea is initiated by the
Federal Party to give public servants
the impression that it is taking up
their cause.

There is another aspect to be
considered; For instance, when he
defends them saying that I have a
phobia, it may be interpreted that
Mr. Nesiah, the Government Agent,
is also a pro-Federal Party govern-
ment agent. It is most unfair to
have made a statement like that and
to have put the government agent
into an embarrassing position.

PEN BDO Ocn.
(8 @rs&ern)
(Mr. Ratnam)

What about the Second Member
for Batticaloa ?
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o DrNwa® Dwa.

(ﬁ@ Gﬁmpﬂ'wﬁﬁa)

(Mr. Devanayagam)

I am not responsible for the state-
ment made by the hon. Second Mem-
ber for Batticaloa. It was very un-
fair to couple my name with what
he had to say. Maybe the hon. Mem-
ber for Paddiruppu had a reason for
doing so. He may have thought he
could up me on the wrong side with
the government agent. But I want
to say on the Floor of the House that
he should not have done it. It was
hardly fair. That was the last thing
I expected from the hon. Member for
Paddiruppu, the President of the
Federal Party.

I know where I stand with the pre-
sent Government Agent for Battica-
loa. He is one of the finest gentle-
men I have come across. It is very
unfair of the hon. Member to have
said that I have a phobia for betting
government agents transferred.

I am making this statement because
I want that gentleman to know the
truth about these things. The hon.
Member should net poison the minds
of impartial government servants
who are doing their duty and who
will continue to do their duty irres-
pective of whether cne belongs to the
Federal Party or not.

In conclusion, I once more thank
the Hon. Minister and the various de-
partments under him for all that they
have done.

S. 8. e ez dw. (eAFE)

(8. . 19 OsereréCsrar—gzibr)

(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon—Dambulla)
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(Mr. V. A. Alegacone—Mannar)

Mr. Chairman, I must thank you
for the opportunity afforded to me
to speak a few words on this Vote.

I must thank the Hon. Minister for
what he is doing not only in my
district but throughout the entire
country towards making Ceylon
self-sufficient in food.

I shall not be long. I just want to
point out to the Hon. Minister certain
drawbacks that are peculiar to my
district.

Agricultural loans have been issued
to the farmers in my electorate.
Unfortunately there has not been any
cultivation for the last three years
because there has been no rain. Then
how can the farmers repay their
loans ? They do only agricultural
work, and if there is no cultivation
how do you expect them to repay
their loans? They are destitute.
They are starving. -

Officers in Colombo sit at their
desks and draw up schemes for the
whole Island but they should
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remember that different conditipns
prevail in different districts. For
example, the weather and climatic
conditions in my district are different
from those in other districts.

Those are matters that should be
taken into account in the repayment
of loans. But what has happened ?
Coupons have been cut off from the
rice ration books of the cultivators
for not repaying the loans. How can
they repay their loans when they
have not cultivated their lands?
They have not deliberately default-
ed ? They have not been able to
repay the loans through no fault of
their own. It is an act of God. God
has been unmerciful to these poor
peasants who have had no water
whatsoever to do their cultivation.
And these officers who sit at their
desks and make calculations should
consider these things and not try to
penalize the poor -cultivators by
forcibly cutting off the coupons from
the rice ration books.

es. en. 11.15

You will be surprised to hear this.
I went to Vavunikulam and spent
three days there. There was hardly
any water to drink or for toilet
purposes. I had to wash with one
glass of water. The wells had gone
dry. Everything had gone dry. And
how can you expect the cultivators to
repay the loans ? As I said, Sir, the
people are destitute and starving.

In the circumstances I ask that
some relief be afforded to these
people. I know that you may not be
able to waive the loans, but at least
you can give extensions of time for
the repayment of the loans.

There were one or two gecod
showers on the 15th of August and
these people were able to plough the
land. Now there is no seed paddy
available.—[Interruption]. I thanked
the Minister for the good work he
has done and is doing not only in my
district but throughout the Island.—
[Interruption]. The food drive has
nothing to do with this. I am now
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bringing to the notice of the

Minister the reason why the culti-
vators in my area cannot repay their

loans. It is an act of God.

8 & 8 ocom»ds wm (&ec
cNE® PIOVB @Y%)

(8. & 8. 9, GQaarwar—Uosraptbey

Lo 5 5) CLAST(MPLDh  IY/EIS S Sl )

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

Bring a Motion of No Confidence
against him !

gCoe sy .

( &am. C@;&g&:eﬁ@afmﬁ)
(Mr. Alegacone)

In fact, 90 per cent of the land has
been ploughed but the people have
no seed paddy to sow. I ask that
seed paddy be given to them free. If
that is not possible, then I say that
they must be given a loan to
purchase seed paddy and that loan
should be recovered from. them later
on.

Here, the government agent is
keeping quiet. I pleaded with the
government agent and the assistant
commissioner of co-operative deve-
lopment, and I even wrote to the
Ministry pointing out the necessity
to help the poor peasants in my
electorate. But they have not replied
to me yet. I do not know what has
happened. It is for that reason that
I am raising this matter on the
Floor of this House. It affects not
only my district but also the
Kilinochchi District where similar
conditions prevail. I would ask the
Hon. Minister to give these farmers
relief immediately. If you do not
give them the other loans, I would
ask you to give them at least a loan
to purchase their seed paddy.

A lot of talking is done by officers
in the district. They tell the farmers
that they must plough in time, that
they must sow in time, that they
must use fertilizer in time. But
what happens usually ? When they
plough the land they find they have
no seed paddy. When they get the
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seed paddy they find that there is no
fertilizer for use. These are all
things that should be given in time.
There is no use in cultivating the
land without fertilizer because it
does not give a good yield. These are
matters which you must go into
carefully because each district
requires separate action by you.
There is no use in having officers to
plan for you a general programme of
work for the whole of Ceylon. The
districts too must be served at the
same time separately.

As I told you, in my district 90 per
cent of the land has been ploughed
1 but the farmers have no seed paddy
They cannot do dry cultivation. Even
if they do, they would not get a good
yield. Therefore, they are waiting
for the necessary facilities. When
they do not get them they come and
complain to me. I in turn complain
to the government agent. If he too
does nothing, I write to you. Even
after writing to you nothing has been
done. If cultivation is done in time
the farmers would get a good yield.
If there is a good yield and if you
help the farmers in time, you can do
something towards increasing the
farmers’ enthusiasm for the food
drive. I would ask the Hon. Minister
to attend to my complaint imme-
diately. There is no use in giving a
loan at a later date.

I should also like to refer to the
position of the co-operative societies
in my district. In the Vavunikulam
area there are co-operative societies
belonging to the colonization
schemes. Our co-operative societies
are outside the scheme. There are
five or six such societies not belong-
ing to the colonization schemes but
working outside the scheme. Officers
pay visits to these co-operative socie-
ties. Unfortunately, most of the
co-operative societies working within
the colonization schemes have been
taken over to the Jaffna District. I
sent a letter to Mr. Silva asking him
to transfer those co-operative socie-
ties back to my district. He promised

Hewldoy @535 SeFVCH
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to do so, but nothing has happened.
They have not been transferred. I
pressed for it last month. I press for
it every month and they do not seem
to be interested. It appears as if it
is their policy to take over all the
co-operative societies under the
bigger unions. But that is one thing
that I would not tolerate. My
area must be administered by our
government agent. For all adminis-
tration work in my district it is the
Government Agent, Mannar, who is
responsible. The major portion of
the land is also situated within the
jurisdiction of the Mannar District.
But when they hand over these
co-operative societies to the Jaffna
District, the people in the Vavuni-
kulam Colonization Scheme find it
difficult to travel to Jaffna. Even
they are asking that those societies
be transferred back to Mannar. It is
only for official dealings connected
with agriculture that they have to go
to Jaffna : their other matters are
attended to in Mannar.

This is a situation against which I
have protested all along. The people
of the area too have protested against
such a situation, but, unfortunately,
I am unable to get the officials to do
anything. It is for that reason that
I am bringing all this to the notice
of the Hon. Minister here. Mannar is
a smaller area and if they are made
to join a bigger area like Jaffna they
are going to be neglected in the
process. 1 appeal to you to return
the co-operative societies in my area
to Mannar District. Then they will be
able to do much better work than
they have been doing hitherto.

Another matter is this. There were
a number of farms in the Mannar
District which were being closed
down day by day. There were goat
breeding farms, a central poultry
breeding farm. All are being gradu-
ally closed down and we are left
with nothing. The animal breeding

farm is gone. The poultry breeding
farm is gone. All of them have been
transfered somewhere else.
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ekI8E Suwy dwm. (BETHO®G)
(2w Cogrirgy rregusmw—poEilas)
(Mr. George Rajapaksa—Mulkirigala)

Where, to Jaffna ?

g Y Y.

(ﬁ@ gy&gssé@&r‘iﬂ‘)

(Mr. Alegacone)

They have been transferred out-
side. I do not know where. We are
the people who have been suffering
as a result and I hope that the
Government will restore all the
farms back to us. These centres for
animal and poultry breeding must
all be restored to us because we are
people who are living in a backward
area and these amenities should not
be denied to us. We must also
advance. We must also progress.

I am sorry that the hon. Member
for Kalkudah (Mr. Devanayagam)
has been mentioning certain things.
There is always a party strife. It may
be a matter between him and the hon.
Member for Paddiruppu (Mr. Rasa-
manickam). In fact he never men-
tioned anything about the hon. Mem-
ber for Kalkudah. In spite of that,
these people want to drag in and
belittle our party. The party is always
dragged in. If there is any feud bet-
ween the two of them, let them settle
it, and let them not try to decry our
party and bring discredit to the party.
These are the usual tactics they are
adopting in this House.

I am very sorry, Sir, that these
things are taking place here. If the
hon. Second Member for Batticaloa
(Mr. Latiff Sinnalebbe) had said
something against the government
agent, and if it is denied by another
Member, it is not for the hon. Mem-
ber for Kalkudah to question him. It
is his duty to talk to the hon. Mem-
ber for Paddiruppu and find out what
it is, instead of going and condemning
the party.

I thank you very much for listening
to my speech patiently.

I exhort and request the Ministers
to look into the matters that I have
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pointed out, and to take action
immediately. Otherwise our crop
will be a failure this year also.

8. 8. bamyen Sw. (e @el)
(8. 1o, 9. rewgsis—GCasrgube)
(Mr. D. B. Ranatunga—Kotmale)
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(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Sitting is sus-
pended till 4.30 p.M.
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Sitting accordingly suspended
4.30 p.M. and then resumed.
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(The Chairman)

This is the Committee stage of the
Budget. The hon. Member is making
a Second Reading speech.

ARE ¢ gC oI Ocn.

(Bay B g gyvatian)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

I am speaking on the Votes of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Food.
All that I am saying is that, even
though it is said that there is an
increase in production, there is no
visible increase.

e EMS 5

(&G rrFeari)

(The Chairman)
The hon. Member should have taken

that matter up during the Second
Reading Debate.—[Interruption].

s 0. 8. DL
(Qsorres erib. Lo. LIGHTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The hon. Member is confusing the
whole thing.

B ¢ ¢ dS e

(8w fo 1y gyvdllon)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

These fisures are from the Depart-
ment of Census and Statistics.—
[Interruption].
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[ @60 E@2 ]

CAD L)
(oSG rreert)
(The Chairman)

Please do not interrupt the hon.
Member who is on his feet.—[Inter-
ruption].

BE ¢ ¢ Sa.
(Say o g yavallan)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

I am speaking of the total four
years.
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(The Chairman)

The hon. Member is wasting the
time of the House. There are a num-

ber of other hon. Members down to
speak.

BE ¢ ¢ Q.

(E,)@ b 1g- gfﬁﬁeﬁﬁﬁ})

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

I am keen on giving these figures
because the radio and the newspapers
speak a lot about their achievements.

wensS
(Sys8rrFeri )
(The Chairman)

This is the Committee stage of the
Budget. We went into all those
figures during the Second Reading
Debate. The hon. Member was not
here at that time, and now he wants
to go into the whole thing.

(5l S 9. gevefien)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

I do not know whether we went
into these figures.
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ad 2. &. AT »

(Q@serrey erib. 1o. LIGWTLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
What is the school ?

REVEY 0@ e,

{"@@ r;g:fmaﬁ@&'f.b)

(Mr. Dharmalingam)

.~ Sri Mangala Vidyalaya, Matara.

* Some of these boys were taken to

¥ that school. They were treated so

49 badly that they ran away from the

¢4 place, leaving their ration books
behind. Although later they asked

# for their ration books, these have not

4 been returned. We want to know
* what has happened to the ration

# books, whether they are being used

J by—[Interruption].
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LN BNSs
(oy&&rrear)
(The Chairman)

Will the hon. Member give the
names and the numbers of the ration
books ?

REOEY 2@ ©cs.
(8. @iwellmash)
(Mr. Dharmalingam)
I shall do that.

BWMBHDNS
(y&@rrFeri)
(The Chairman)
2 m&EnaGE Cprid Py b eiehi L g

REQEY 0@ .

(8. siwdngs)

(Mr. Dharmalingam)
BT @5 GTRTS 2T (Lpr-H 5%
Qe o e @G peir-

8. &. ¢9¢ O8R Qwn. (60m8@)

(@)L artb. ar. yiZIe el H—Ours s
Ae)

(Mr. M. A. Abdul Majeed—Pottuvil)

Mr. Chairman, the Amparai District
is the second largest paddy producing
district in this country ; it also comes
second in regard to the amount of
paddy purchased under the G.P.S.
But the way this district is serviced
by the departments under the Minis-
ter makes us feel that we are being
treated in a stepmotherly way. The
Amparai District has nearly 182 pri-
vate mills, the biggest government
rice mill with a maximum capacity
of 70,000 bushels per month. 18 G.P.S.
stores, 185 M.P.C.S. societies, and a
number of minor irrigation works.
There is also the work connected with
crop insurance and the implementa-
tion of the Paddy Lands Act. There
is only one assistant commissioner of
agrarian services to attend to all mat-
ters arising out of all these numerous
activities. But I must say that every
assistant commissioner who worked
there did his best under very trying
conditions, and I think that each one
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of them deserves a special commen-

dation for the manner in which they
attended to all those duties.

I find that smaller districts where
paddy production is much less have
been given two or three assistant com-
missioners. The Amparai District
which is the second largest paddy pro-
ducing district has only one assistant
commissioner. It has over 6,000 acres
of paddy land. For the last two years
the cultivators have been trying to
form cultivation committees, but they
have still not been able to do so. I
am not blaming the assistant commis-
sioenr : he just does not have the
time. I would urge the Hon, Minister
—I have written to him a number of
times ; I met the commissioner once
or twice—that the Amparai District
be properly serviced. I do hope that
he will see to it. After all, we tell
the people that we are giving priority
to food production ; we must live up
to what we say.

Next, I would like to speak a few
words about the co-operative move-
ment. I am very happy that the
Hon. Minister has devised a new
scheme to eradicate corruption in the
co-operative movement. I believe
there are two assistant commissioners
of co-operative development working
in our area, one concentrating on co-
operative development, and the other
on audit matters. That is a very good
step. I believe this has been started
as a trial ; but I am of the view that
this should be extended to other areas
as well because most co-operative
societies fail through lack of supervi-
sion. I have repeatedly written to the
commissioner and also to the Hon.
Minister that strict supervision is
very vital in the Kalmunai A.C.C.D.s
Division because that is an area in
which the societies have not lived up
to expectations. @ The XKalmunai
A.C.C.D’s office is under-staffed. I do
hope the Hon. Minister and his offi-
cials will take note of this and see
that the Kalmunai A.C.C.D’s office is
given adequate staff, which will en-
able them to exercise the necessary
supervision.

Bewi Er) O5IE) LTDCH
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Then, Sir, I would like to say a
few words regarding the activities of
the Milk Board. I should like to con-
gratulate the Government because for
the first time a systematic and serious
effort has been made in the sphere of
animal husbandry in this country.

The Milk Board has started work
in a big way in the Amparai District.
I believe they have started collecting
centres at Amparai, Irrakkamam,
Kanchikudichcha-aru, and various
other places.

The cattle population in each of
the D.R.O’s divisions in the Amparai
District is as follows : In the Panama
D.R.O’s division you get about 9,000
to 10,000 head of cattle, in the
Akkaraipattu D.R.O’s division about
11,000 head of cattle, in the Samman-
turai D.R.O’s division and Karawahu
D.R.O’s division about 15,000' head of
cattle.

Now, the picture before the advent
of the G.O.D.B. was this ; there was
enough Crown land and other land
for free grazing. After the coloniza-
tion of the left bank, and after most
of the land in the right bank came
under sugar cultivation, this large
cattle population has no pasture land,
no grazing ground. The G.0.D.B. sur-
veyed the area set apart, in the left
bank, about 3,000 acres of land, which
is not suitable for the cultivation of
paddy or subsidiary food crops, to be
developed as pasture land. It is
bordering the Valathapitti tank. In
the right bank, near Sagaman tank,
another 3,000 acres were set apart for
this purpose. The district agricultu-
ral committee, chaired by the govern-
ment agent, had at various times re-
solved that these two areas should be
developed as pastures.

Now, these two extents of land
come under the Hon. Minister of
Land. I would request the Hon.
Minister to take action to see that all
the cattle are brought to these pas-
tures because milk collecting would
be faciliated.
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aé 9. 8. LT
(Qaserray ortb. 1. LywL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Are there many people occupying
those lands ?

g. oxn 7.45

8. . g 088 .

(9@ i . iz ws)

(Mr. M. A. Abdul Majeed)

No. It has been reserved. In fact
there are plans. I believe G. O. D. B.
Plan No. 9 refers to this pasture land.
I would urge the Hon. Minister to
take an interest in this matter. In
fact, we are trying to form co-opera-
tives of cattle breeders. The entire
scheme will fail if we do not see to
it that adequate pasture land is
available. If there is delay, encroa-
chers would occupy the land and the
problem would be aggravated. The
government agent is very enthu-
siastic about it ; the D. A. C. is enthu-
siastic about it. = I want the Hon.
Minister to discuss the matter with
the Hon. Minister of Land and the
R. V. D. B. because the pasture land
reserved in the left bank comes
under the Central Government and
the land in the right bank is still
under the R. V. D. B. It is necessary
to see that these pasture lands are
set apart. That will help the acti-
vities of the Milk Board.

Next I would tike to mention the
difficulties that the officials of the
Agrarian Services Department are
faced with because there is only one
A. C. A. S. T believe about two or
three months back a storekeeper in
my elecotrate sold government
paddy to the tune of nearly 3 lakhs
of rupees and did the wvanishing
trick. It is humanly impossible for
one assistant commissioner to exer-
cise supervision. I gave you the
figures of the number of G. P. S.
stores, the number of fertilizer
stores and the number of M. P.
C. S. societies. It is humanly im-
possible for one person to effectively
supervise them. And I believe
another storekeeper from another
store in my area is missing for the
last two weeks. I am not blaming
you but I feel sorry for the assistant

1969 e ef o @8 12
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commissioner. I would ask the Hon.
Minister, please instruct your
officials to see that Amparai is ade-
quately staffed.

I want to bring another matter to
the Hon. Minister’s notice—the clash
of interests between the paddy
cultivators and the Sri Lanka Sugar
Corporation. In the Amparai District
in the Hingurana area, the Sri Lanka
Sugar Corporation has a farm. Con-
tiguous to the farm there are purana
paddy lands which have been in
existence for almost a hundred
years. The irrigation system which
is controlled by the Irrigation Divi-
sion of the R. V. D. B. Right Bank
issues water both to the sugar plan-
tation and to these purana paddy
lands, and they even had a stagger-
ed programme to provide this water
to both, but when it came to the
turn of the paddy fields the sugar
plantation authorities blocked the
water ; not only that, when I inter-
ceded and got the irrigation water
diverted through a channel that skirts
the sugar farm, they used pumps and
pumped the water, so much so that
out of 500 acres of old paddy land
called Witulamadu Kandam in Irru-
kamam, where a legally a cultivation
meeting was held and cultivation was
authorized by the Government Agent
Amparai, the peasants were able to
cultivate only 100 acres while the
balance 400 acres could not be culti-
vated. I would request the Hon.
Minister to take this matter up with
the Miniser of Land, Irrigaion and
Power and come to a definite arrange-
ment. The Government says that food
production is vital. Maybe sugar

" cultivation is also vital, but we know

at what cost sugar is being produced.

oS 28. &B. A
(Qsorres erib. 1o. i)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Are these private lands or govern-
ment lands ?

08. . B ©8D o,
(@@Lr arib- o7 9 Hme b33 )
(Mr. M. A. Abdul Majeed)

Private as well as L.D.O. land.
These paddy lands have been in
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existence and are in the specification

register. The Irrigation Department
is legally bound to give them water.

The same thing had happened at
Kantalai where they had denied
irrigation facilities to a total of
nearly 15,000 acres of paddy land,
both purana as well as L.D.O. allot-
ments. The sugar farm came in later.
The Kantalai tank and the whole
irrigation system was designed to
irrigate these paddy fields. These
paddy lands too are under specifica-
tion, and Government is legally
bound to give them water. I do not
want what happened in Kantalai to
happen in Amparai too. This is all
caused by their cussedness. I had a
discussion with the irrigation engi-
neer and he said that thes epeople
are cussed and they think they are a
government by themselves. Even the
government agent will bear testimony
to what I have stated. The R.V.D.B’s
activities in the valley are really a
millstone around the neck of the
food production drive.

Then, hon. Members of the Opposi-
tion and also some from the Govern-
ment side made an attempt to say
that the benefits of increased returns
have not gone to the farmer. The
Hon. Minister was not here when I
spoke during the Second Reading
Debate and I would, therefore, like to
state what I said again. It is only
now that the poor farmer is able to
sell his paddy at the guarnteed price
or even more because there is a free
market price for paddy which is over
and above the guaranteed price.

What really happened before the
rice cut? A vast racket was in
operation. There was no free market
price for paddy. The only way the
poor L.D.O. 3-acre farmer could dis-
pose of his paddy was through the
M.P.C.S., and from the M.P.C.S. it
went to the G.P.S. store. Those who
controlled the M.P.C.S. or the big
landowners were able to surrender
their paddy direct and get the
guaranteed price. The ordinary
farmer, because he had to go to
various middlemen to sell his paddy
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and because of the harassment he
was subjected to, sold his paddy at
Rs. 8 or at Rs. 10 per bushel. This was
purchased by the mudalalis, and
with the connivance of the managers
of multipurpose co-operative socie-
ties it reached the G.P.S. stores. Not
merely that, even millers were
involved in this business and it was
a three-cornered racket. As a result
of the rice ration cut you just can
see how much the Government has
saved. It has saved millions of
rupees. In 1965-66, under the G.P.S,,
28,448,096 bushels of paddy were

urchased, but after the rice ration
cut in 1967-68 it was only 15,374,476
buhels of paddy.

Before the rice ration cut the
multipurpose co-operative societies
were given a quota to purchase paddy
by the A.F.C. They got these quotas
saying that they had so much
acreage. When you total up the
acreage given by the multipurpose
co-operative societies in the Amparai
District, before the rice ration cut, to
cover the acreage of paddy land you
would have to include a good portion
of the Bay of Bengal! That is what
was really happening—a huge racket
was going on—and as a result of the
cut in the rice ration that racket got
knocked off; so much so, these
people are now reluctant to come to
the Amparai District.

There is one other matter I would
like to refer to before I conclude,
which is neither a parochial nor an
electoral matter ; it is the question of
the cost of paddy production. The
cost of paddy production has risen
very high. The guaranteed price that
a farmer gets for a bushel of paddy
is Rs. 14. It is not merely my humble
opinion, but the farmers themselves
wanted me to bring it to the notice
of the Government, that the amount
they get for a bushel of paddy is not
at all sufficient. I believe the
ploughing charges have gone up to
about Rs. 75 to Rs. 80, threshing and
harvesting costs per acre come to
about another Rs. 75 to Rs. 80, in addi-
tion to other charges that they have
to meet in this process. I would urge
the Hon. Minister to kindly take
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this matter up with the Cabinet and
see that the farmers get at least an
increase of Rs. 2 per pushel of paddy
under the G.P.S.
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It being 8 p.M., THE CHAIRMAN left the
Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit
again on Saturday, 13th September 1969.
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(O@errey erib, te. LiGHTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I wish to move Items 28 and 29.
The Opposition has no objection.
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY: DEPART-
MENT OF AGRARIAN SERVICES :
AssisTANCE TO CULTIVATORS FOR

PURCHASE OF FERTILIZERS

& 20 & dFan
(Q@sarsas 6ribd, Io. LIGRTLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I move,
“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Six million

(Rs. 6,000,000) be payable out of the
Consolidated Fund of Ceylon or any
other fund or moneys of, or at the
disposal of, the Government of Ceylon or
from the proceeds of any loans obtained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the
service of the Financial Year beginning
on 1st October 1968 and ending on
30th September 1969, and that the said
sum may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto : —

Schedule

R5o o 6
Head 136—Department of
Agrarian Services.
Vote No. 7—Economic Deve-
lopment—Capital expendi-
ture = 6,000,000. ”

This is a Suppiementary Estimate
for the Department of Agrarian
Services. This is to supplement the
sums voted for subsidy for fertilizer
for paddy. The qguantity of paddy
fertilizer drawn was in excess of
what was possibly anticipated or the
amount that was provided for. This
sum goes for that purpose.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Foop ConTrROL ORDER

ad 0. &. W

(Qserrer Grib, Lo. LIGTL_IT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I move,

“«That Food Control Order No. 283
made by the Minister of Agriculture and
Food under Section 4 (1) (1) of the Food
Control Act (Cap. 171), and published in
Ceylon Government Gazette Extraordi-
nary No. 14,862/6 of 15th July 1969,
which was presented on August 10, 1969,
be approved. ”

This is a renewal of a Food Control
Order that comes up for periodic
renewal. It is about the transport of
rice.

s e BOum G, wwmud®dn S
M@ NGssLGILD.DI, & m&QETeH eI LSl

Question put, and agreed to.

D& DO

@6 25‘)13@
P& Flenauit]
ADJOURNMENT

ad 00, 8. AW

(Qserzan Grib, (e LIGRTL_IT )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I move,

« That the House do now adjourn.”

s Dw S0Em» CIP, Emudd» e
)RR UCEEINEIEC 6Tih MISQETETGTILILL S

Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at

8.3 p.m. until 10 A.M. on Satur-

day, 13th September 1969, pur-

suant to the Resolution of the
House of 8th September 1969.
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