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The House met at 10 A.M., MR. SPEAKER
gﬁ}m Hon. S. C. SHirrey COREA] in the
air.
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YOUTH SETTLEMENT CAMP, KIRTIBBAN WEWA !
DISMISSED PERSONS
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(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—

Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. Prins
Gunasekera—Habaraduwa)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) Is he aware that the
12 young men in the Youth Settle-
ment Camp at Kiribban Wewa in Uda
Walawe were suddenly dismissed
from service on 24th September 1968,
by the Chairman of the River Valleys
Development Board ? (b) Will he
take steps to obtain for these young
men the 3% acres of land that they
were promised ?

ok 8. 8. ¢ 8 (928, SN
@ BeCAC @wOB w wENNGWD)
19- Aoeor—arentl, B

(Ozorras &. (.
Lrgar, Nerdlens DFSFHLD FeL! ApB®
@;(ﬂjd})

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

(a) Yes. They were discontinued
due to unsatisfactory conduct and
work in the camp. (b) The extent of
1 acres was to be handed over to
them only if their attendance,
conduct and work during the 2 years’
training period was satisfactory.
They were so informed at the time
of recruitment to the camp. The
question of giving them land does not
therefore arise.
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EDUCATION OFFICE, GALLE :
REMOVAL OF FILES
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Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware that
file No. ©0/2/12/500/44 marked “com-
plaints ” belonging to the Education
Office, Galle, was taken and handed
over to Mr. S. C. Nanayakkara of Bad-
degama by a clerk employed in that
office for a consideration of Rs. 200 ?

BewlBr @535 SeFRACH

732
2O B8y
(b) What action does he propose to
take in regard to this incident which
is related to the transer of a teacher ?
(c) Is he aware that on an earlier gc-
casion too, this same clerk has at-
tempted to obtain money by offering
certain official files belonging to the
Education Office, Galle, at the Badde-
gama Sports Club ?

M2 Swwluw Ow. (TAmsm oy

Botd MBD  DOWD @OBes wEE
e®@5m o ®®)

(8w srvefl u@wALu—so6d, sorerr
HUSTT LDF Fifleor LT TT@KLOGHT & Smiflws
&)

(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion and Cultural Affairs)

() Mr. S. C. Nanayakkara has
complained that in connection with
the transfer of his wife, who is a tea-
cher of the Education Department, a
clerk at the Education Office, Galle,
had shown him file No. G/2/12/500/44
and another file and asked for Rs. 200
to cancel the transfer. (b) The clerk
referred to in paragraph (a) has
already been interdicted from duty.
Action has also been initiated to con-
duct a disciplinary inquiry against
him. (¢) It is also known that a com-
plaint has been made to the police by
Mr. Nanayakkara to the effect that
this clerk had attempted to obtain
money by producing some files to a
certain person at a club at Badde-
gama.
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(Mr. ae Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr, Prins Gunasekera)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware—
(i) that o»/Pilana Maha Vidyalaya
was broken into and three typewriters
and other articles were stolen ; (ii)
that this school has neither teachers’
quarters nor a watcher ? (b) Will he
take steps to provide these necessi-
ties ?

St e,

(8@ gu@iu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) (i) Yes. (ii) Yes. (b) I shall
consider providing the necessary
funds and taking such action as is
proper in this matter.
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MR. M. D. A. RICHARD, ANGUNAWILA GOVT.
SCHOOL : MONEYS DUE TO DEPENDENTS
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-

pitiya)
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Greor 2

asked the Minister of Finance : (a) Is
he aware that Mr. M. D. A. Richard,
Head Master of ¢/Angunawila
Government School, died on 19.1.1967
while in service and that neither a
gratuity nor the Widows’ and
Orphans Pension Fund benefits have
been paid so far to Mrs. Mary Richard
of Horagasmulla, Divulapitiya, and
their child who are his dependents ?
(b) Will action be taken to make
these payments immediately ? If not
why ?

ol @ 8. 957 Brnwd (8ed ¢ 9R)
(Qsorrer w19 aevelpruss—mRe
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(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—
Minister of Finance)
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MONEYS BORROWED FROM CORPORATIONS
AND GOVT. INSTITUTIONS
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. T. B, Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)

e q®Bewsy iy s’ 1965
o 25 ¢ 8O 1969 @8m 31 ¢ el
Stedd ot on cPmny SXbed (A1)
m» DEsY &F & ddzw me, (i) e
Qen Peaw o dear BeRsern
c? (ii) & o¥sn Gded 0@®» Slecd
auocé’u; 0 el GumymIBsle ? (iii)
95y Do sy oD BeHC ?

Qovm& 1 G er—06) % reeT (E8)a—dFmi

B%  gowssmrs GCsli. g : 1965
wrigs 25 opn Cs@ulfmpa 1969 wria

31 b Csfl ower grarmss sl Qs

Bewd 8y 0535 eFRCw

736
»Bm BEn&
sruarfasaflais Cam yrerms £ posrm
sofl Qb oy psps opemBaere, (i) STGIGIGTGY

venrth  sL(@&s @ssu Qererg ? (ii)
arps  oyrFErmas Sl O sruermsef gyn

9)7 & [T 155 Bmeuarmsel gib  T@Es "
Lg? (1i1) @eipaer eTeuaIeTay ‘ﬂj) FLDLIG
Q& gy & FL 1 Berer 5 ?

asked the Minister of Finance:
During each year from 25th March
1965 to 31st March 1969 (i) How
much has been borrowed from state
corporations and other government
institutions ? (ii) What are the state
corporations and government insti-
tutions from which moneys have been
so borrowed ? (iii) How much of the
moneys so borrowed has been paid ?

ot 25 BN

(Qaerrar eueres Bmilss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I table the Answer in the form of
a schedule.
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The Schedule tabled is as follows :
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Ilangaratne)
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services : (a¢) What newspapers have
been allowed to use the services of
the C. T. B.? (b) Will he permit
“Sirilaka ”, “Aththa” and *“ Jana-
dina” to use the services of the
C. T. B. at least now ? (c¢) If not
why ?

o 8. . woman (EPum oW
$O3)

(Qserres of. . *&g55TE—C5RWnW
CaFana QD& EFIT )

(The Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa—Minister
of Nationalized Services)

Since the Answer is a long one, I
should like to table it.
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The Answer tabled is as follows :
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(1) B8 ST wey SDayR 89 B0 :

Bowds, EmSen, BOTen, Eecdsy
c8F #Cd, DS, Lmwy, Acudes
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(iil) BudD 8D 5 wHe@:

¢dwm, wdw, &E8dws, 88ns sae,
Qen®, BonodE, DTS, &t ¢ woI,
Summn, 83 578 wsl, ST,

Emad, & wHHd.

(iv) B&udm Slemu8 sHoo:
BbenTne, ©Spzl, oXHB, T,
cHun, 8¢¥e, »8m BFIsnS, Ha,
&8 S T,

(v) B2ud9 @eda uehad:
CCws, lde GCc.

Shadsn ey s@hod:
SCsnd.

(vi)

(@) Com® RLFESDE 600 yoTessy
CHOBW® CHn TCLHVCEHE FrOBW
gdwB®w. (@) S 6BE.

(a) The following newspapers of the
undermentioned newspaper com-
panies have been allowed trans-
port facilities in the C. T. B.
buses :

i. Associated Newspapers, Ltd.

Tinakaran, Dinamina, Silu-
mina, Ceylon Daily News,
Observer, Janata, Budu
Sarana, Mihira, Sarasaviya,
Vidyadeepa, Navaugaya,
Subaseta.

ii. Times of Ceylon, Ltd.
Lankadipa, Daily Mirror,
Times of Ceylon, Vanitha
Viththi, Sri Lankadipa,
Rasavahini.

iii. Independent Newspapers, Ltd.

Davasa, Sawasa, Riviresa,
Visitura, Tikiri, Iranama,
Geethangali, Thanti, Rada,
The Sun, Rasakata, Week
End Sun, Chintamant,
Dinapathy, Sri Star.

iv. Virakesari Co., Ltd.

Virakesari, Mitran, Jothi,
Watkama, Lassana, Vidu-
mina, Naveena Vingnani,
Krieeda, Arthika Vidya.
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v. Sandesa Co., Ltd.
Udaya, Poda Udaya.

vi. Ilayanadu Co., Ltd.
Ilayanadu.

(b) The approval of the Board is
required for the newspapers to
use the services of the C. T. B.
(c) Does not arise.
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(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 7.
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(Mr. Jayasuriya)

One week’s time is required to
answer the Question.

gd»e 0 E»d 9f8swy RO Bewlw
Dé» ¢

@l i em L LD."‘D@{_. 1 (% Sl GOT & hléh (hF FiOiES & s

M 74 M

Question ordered to stand down.
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LAND GIVEN TO DR. D. K. WIJEDASA AT
WELLAMORANA, ANURADHAPURA
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. P. M. K. Tennekoon—Mihintale)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power : (a) Is he aware that
(i) Dr. D. K. Wijedasa of Ganemulla,
Gampaha, has been given 50 acres
in Wellamorana, Kandutulane, No. 23,
Kanadara Korale in the Anuradha-
pura District ; (ii) he had later for-
cibly made a roadway across the land
of the villagers obstructing the spill
channel of the tank in the village of
Wellamorana ; (iii) he has encroach-
ed upon land other than those that
were given him by threatening the
villagers in various ways and
harassing them ? (b) will action be
taken to stop this harassment and to
take over the land encroched upon by
him, so that the villagers may live in
peace ? (c) If not, why ?
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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MR. ABEYRATNE, LABOURER, ARCHAEOLOGICAL
DEPT.
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. P. M. K. Tennekoon)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a¢) How many
suspects were prosecuted in connec-
tion with the defacing of the Sigiriya
frescoes ? (b) Will he state their
names and the final verdict of the
court ? (c¢) Is he aware that (i) one
Abeyratne, a labourer in the Archaeo-
logical Department was induced by
the then Assistant Commissioner of
Archaeology to give false evidence in
this case ; (i) Abeyratne has by his
petition of 20.4.69 addressed to the
Prime Minister, the Minister of Edu-
cation and Cultural Affars and the
M.P. for Mihintale represented
matters to this effect; (iii) Abey-
ratne, who was a witness, has not
been re-employed so far ? (d) Will
he take action to hold a public in-
quiry into this matter immediately ?
(e) If not why ?

Swede Dwa.

(5@ gueiu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) Eight persons. (b) Mr. H. A.
V. Appuhamy, Mr. E. P. Hetti-
arachchi, Mr. V. K. Hettiarachchi,
Mr. E. P. Gunadasa, Mr. M. K. W.
Dharmaratne Banda, Mr. M. M.
Thilakaratne, Mr. H. M. Abeyratne,
and Mr. M. M. Karunaratne. All
these suspects have been acquitted by
court. (¢) (i) I am not aware. But this
is mentioned in a statement made by
Mr. Abeyratne. (ii) Yes. (iii)

Mr. Abeyratne has been re-employed .
with effect from 1.6.1969. (d) Action

was filed in court against all those who
were charged in connection with the
defacement of the Sigiriya frescoes.
An inquiry will be held in connec-
tion with paragraph (c) (i) of this
Question. (e) Does not arise.
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STATE TIMBER CORPORATION
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burupitiya—on behalf of Dr.
Wickremasinghe—Akuressa)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: Will he state (i) the
classification of timber and prices
for the year 1968 and the revised
classification of timber for the year
1969 ; and (ii) the names and the
salaries of the chairman and the mem-
bers of the Board of Directors of the
State Timber Corporation.

ws 8 8. ¢ 8
(Qzeorren &. 7. 9. Sovar)
(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

Since the Answer is a long one, I
would, with your permission, table it.
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(i) The classification of timber of the State Timber Corporation and
prices for the year 1968 is shown in Annex ‘ A’ and the revised classification
of timber for the year 1969 is shown in Annex ‘B’. (ii) The names of the
Chairman and the members of the Board of Directors of the State Timber
Corporation, and allowances paid to them are as follows :

Allowances
Chairman g .. Mr. P. H. Wickremasinghe .. Rs. 2,000 p.m.
Vice Chairman & Working Director .. Dr. €. P. Jayasinghe -~ Rs. 1,500 p.m.
Director i .. Mr. L. L. Attygala 1 Allowance of Rs. 50
Do. o .. Mr.S.G. A. de Silva ), per meeting 1s paid

Do. Sy . ., Conservator of Forests i Al
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ANNEXURE “ A”
CLASSIFICATION OF TIMBER
Special Class

Calamander, Ebony, Mahogany
narrow leaved, Nedun, Satin
flowered or streaked, Tamarind

flowered, Teak and Halmilla.

Class I Preferred Species

Gammalu, Hulanhik, Jak, Milla, Mar-
gosa, Mahogany broad leaved Palu,

Ra.nal, Satin  plain, Surlyamara
Tawenna.

Class II Durable species

All Duns other than Thiniya Dun, all
Keena other than Walu-Keena,
Alubo, Acacia melanoxylon, Del,

BIewd8r O35 LeBRCw

764
2dm B84

Dawata, Dawul-Kurundu, Eucalyptus

species,  Godapara, Halmendora
Hedawaka, Helamba, Hora, Kirihem-
biliya, Kolon Kon, Kumbuk,

Ketakele, L1yan Mendora, Mi, Muna-
mal, Na, Neralu, Panamora Pihim-
b1ya Uva Mendora, Ubbenya Wa,
Wanaml, Welang, Welipenna.

Class IIT Utility

All species not otherwise classified.
Teak & Halmilla below 3’ 6” in girth
will be sold at class I rates.

Note : All Class I species will be sold
at Class II rates if under 3’ mid

girth.

All Class II species will be sold
at Class III rateg if under 3’ mid
girth.

SALE RATE OF TIMBER

Special Class (All Depots including Colombo and Boossa)

Logs

Calamander, Ebony, mottled Satin,
streaked or flowered

Sold

generally by auction at K.V. Yard. In all

other cases prices will be personally fixed by the

Chairman State Timber Corporation.

Ebony, plain—

Logs 3’6” and over in girth—Rs. 15
Logs under 3’6" in girth—
Mahogany, narrow—leaved Nedun .
Flowered Tamarind
Teak
Teak

Halmilla

per cubic foot.

Rs. 13 per cubie foot.

Logs 5" and over in girth Rs. 15 per cubie foot.
Logs under 5 in glrth Rs. 110 per cubic foot.

Logs 46" and over in girth Rs. 12 per cubic foet.
Logs 3’6” and over upto 4'6” Rs. 9 per cubic foot.
Logs below 3’6" at Class I Rate

Logs 3’6” in girth and above Rs. 9 per cubic foot.

Logs below 376" at Class I Rate

Sawn Timber

Species
Rate per cubic foot
Boards below Boards 9”  Boards 12” Boards 15"
9” width & & up and & up and  and over
scantlings below 12”7 below 15" width
of any size width width
Rs. e, is. ¢, Ha. ¢ Iy, ©:
Nadun Narrow leaved Mahogany
Flowered Tamarind oe . 1T 50 18 40 20 20 26 70
Teak 15 90 16 70 21 70 23 90
Ebony 20 60 21 70 23 90 25 0
Halmilla, 15 90 16 70 18 60 19 40

Other Classes i.e., Class I, IT and II11
A. Sales Depots outside Colombo
Logs
(@) Logs under 5" girth :

Class 1
Class II
Clags III

(b) Logs Over &’ girth :

Class I
Class 11
Clags III

Under 16" 16" & over 20" & over

in length wupto 20° in length
wn length
6.00 6.60 6.90
4.50 5.00 5.20
3.70 4.10 4.30
T A e G 1) 7.90
. 800 .. b5.50 5.70
4,20 .. 4.60 4.90
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Sawn Timber
(@) Scantlings wunder 16” in perimeter :

Class I
Class II
Class 11T

(b) Scantlings 16" and over in perimeter :

Class 1T
Class II
Class IIT

(¢) Boards 1" and over in thickness :

Class 1T
Class II
Class I1I

(d) Boards under 1” in thickness :
Class I

Class II
Class IIT

B. Sales Depots in Colombo—(K. V. Yard, C. T

Logs
(a) Logs under 5" in girth :

Class I
Class 1II
Class 111

(b) Logs over 5 girth :

Class I
Class 11
Class ITT

Sawn Timber
(a) Seantlings under 16” perimeter :

Class 1
Class II
Class 111

(b) Scantlings 16" and over in perimeter :

Clags I
Class 11
Class 111

(¢) Boards 1" & over in thickness :

Class 1
Class 11
Class IIL

(d) Boards under 1” in thickness :

Clags I
Class 11
Clags 111

1969 gewieds 15 766
8m BEs
Under 9’ Under 16" 16" and 20" and
wn length in length  over upto to over in
20" in length length
11.10 11.70 12.90 13.50
8.60 9.20 10.10 10.60
7.50 7.90 8.70 9.10
12.30 12.90 14.20 14.90
9.60 10.10 11.20 11.70
8.30 8.70 9.60 10.00
Under 9" 9" and over 12" and 15" and
width up to 12" in  over up to over in
with 15" in width
width
13.30 13.90 15.20 15.80
9.60 10.10 11.10 11.60
8.30 8.70 9.60 10.00
13.80 14.50 15.80 16.50
10.10 10.60 11.60 12.20
8.70 9.10 10.00 10.50
. D. (I) and (II), Moratuwa, Ratmalana)
Under 16’ 16" and 20" and
in length over up to over in
20" n length
length
7.50 §.10 8.40
5.50 6.00 6.20
4.70 5.10 5.30
8.50 9.10 9.40
6.00 6.50 6.70
5.20 5.60 5.90
Under 9’ Under 16’ 16" and 20" and
in length in length  over up to over in
20" in length
length
12.60 13.20 14.40 14.90
9.70 10.20 11.10 11.60
8.50 8.90 9.70 10.10
13.80 14.40 15.70 16.40
10.60 11.10 12.20 12.70
9.30 9.70 10.60 11.00
Under 9" 9" & ovver 12" & over 15" & over
. width up to 12 wupto 157 in width
o width — wn width
14..80 15.40 16.70 17.30
10.60 11.10 12.10 12.66
9.30 9.70 10.60 11.00
15.30 16.00 17.30 18.00
11.10 11.60 12.60 13.20
9.70 10.10 11.00 11.50
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C. Jaffna Depot and all Depols in the Peninsula

Logs

(a) Logs under 5 girth

Class I
Class 11
Class I1I

(b) Logs over 5 girth :

Class 1
Class 1T
Class Il

Sawn Timber

(a) Scantlings under 16” in perimeter :

Class I
Class 1L
Class 111

(b) Scantlings 16" & over in perimeter :

Class 1
Class 1T
Class 111

(¢) Boards 1”7 & over in thickness :

Class T
Class 11
Class I11

(@) Boards under 1” in thickness :

Class I
Class 11
Class 11T

D. Boosa Depot
Logs

(a) Logs under 5’ in girth :

Class I
Class I1
Class 111

(b) Logs over 5" in girth :

Class I
Class 11
Class I11

Sawn Timber

(a) Scantlings 16” & under in perimeter :

Class I
Class 11
Class 11T

(b) Scantlings 16” & over in perimeter :

Class 1
Class IT
Class 111

(c) Boards 17 & over in thickness :

Class 1
Class 11
Class ITT

(d) Boards under 1" in thickness :

Class 1
Class I1
Class 111

13.30
10.10
8.80

Under 9"
v width

14.30
10.10
8.80

14.80
10.60
9.20

Under 9’
in length

12.60
8.70
7.50

13.80
9.60
8.30

Under 9”
wn width

14.80
9.60
8.30

15.30
10.10

8.70 ..

Bewl By 5375 SeFTDC

2bn EEpsi

Under 16

in length
7.00
5.00
4.20

8.00
5.50
4.70

Under 16’
wn lenght

12.70
9.70
8.40

13.90
10.60
9.20

9" & owver
upto 12”7
wn width

14.90
10.60
9.20

15.50
11.10
9.60

Under 16’
in length

Under 167
in length

14.40
10.10
8.70

9” & over
up ta 127
wn width
15.40
10.10
8.70

16.00
10.60
9.10

768

167 & over 20’ & over

up to 20°  in length

7.60, ., 7.90
5.50 .. 5.70
4.60 .. 4.80
8.60 . .. 8.90
GRSt 6.20
G0N ke 5.40

167 & over 20° & over
up to 20’ wn length

in length

13.90 .. 14.50
10,60 . 1110
9.20 .. 9.60

155200 oe 15.90
HET s 12.20
DS e 10.50

127 & over 167 & over

up to 15"  in width
n width

16.20° .. 16.80
15 BT 12.10
1010 .. 10.50
LG 80 G 17.50
J25100 12.70
105508 o 1100

16" & over 20° & over

up to 207  n length
wn length

BI10 L 8.40
5.00 5.20
4.10 .. 4.30
9100 s 9.40
5.30 .. 5.70
4.60 .. 4.90

16" & over 20 & over

up to 20"  in length
in length

FAA0N 14.90
10:10 .. 10.60
.70 . 9.10
15.70 .- 16.40
11:200 . 11,50
9600 . 10.00

127 & over 15" & over

up to 15" in width
in width

16.70 . 17.30
110 L0, 1168
9.60 .. 10.00

17300 .. 1800
11.60 .. 12.20
10.00 .. 10.50
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E. Prices of other categories will be on the following basis at all central Conversion Depols and

Sales Depot :—
Sleepers

Broad Gauge
Narrow gauge
Broad Gauge rejections

Narrow Gauge rejections

Reepers
Hardwoods i
2” x %”
Softwood P
2” X :]I”
Halmilla sl
2N X _‘}f!
Teak il

ANNEXURE “B”

CLASSIFICATION OY TIMBER AS FROM
1.7.69 FOR PURPOSE OF SALE

Special Class.

Calamander, Ebony, Mahogany (narrow
leaved), Nedun, Satin Flowered or
Streaked, Tamarind flowered, Hulanhik,
Jak, Margosa, Suriyamara, Teak and Hal-
milla logs 3’.0” and over in girth, Plain
Satin 4’.6” and over in girth.

Class I—Preferred species.

Gammalu, Milla, Palu, Mahogany
(broad leaved), Ranai, Plain Satin below
4’ 6” in girth, Tawenna, Kirihambiliya,
‘Uva Mendora, Munamal, Ubberiya, Kolon.

IN TERMS OF THIS CLASSIFICATION
FOLLOWS I

Class II—Durable species.
All Duns other than Thiniya Dun, all
Keena other than Walu Keena, Alubo,

Acacia Melanoxylon, Del, Dawata,
Dawul-Kurundu, FEucalyptus species,
Godapara, Halmundora, Hedawaka,

Helamba, Hora, Kon, Kumbuk, Ketakala,
Liyan, Mendora, Mi, Na, Neralu, Pana-
mora, Pihimbiya, Wa, Wanami, Welang,
Welipenna, Cypress, Toona, Panakka,
Mihiriya, Kiriya, Madan, Dambu, Karaw,
Panu-Dun, Rathatiya.

Class III—Utility.
All species not otherwise classified.

SATE RATES APPLICABLE TO SPECIAL CLASS TIMBER ARE AS

Special Class (all depots including Colombo and Boossa)

A. Logs

1. (alamander, Ebony,mottled Satin, Flowered & Will be sold from K. V. Yard only and

Streaked, Tamarind flowered, Teak 3’

and

rates will be fixed from time to time

over in girth (Teak under 3" in girth will be

classified as Cl. I)

2. Ebony Plain
Logs 3’ and over in girth
Logs under 3’ in girth

3. Mahogany (narrow leaved) i\T.edun, Hula,nhil;,
Plain Satin, Margosa, Jak and Suriyamara

4. Halmilla

Sawn Timber Species

Boards
below
9" width &
Scantlings of
any size
Rs. c.
Nedun, Narrow leaved, Mahogany,

Flowered Tamarind, Hulanhik, Jak,

Margosa, Suriyamara b 17 50
Teak T 15 90
Ebony o 20 60
Halmilla : 15 90

No special rates are applicable to logs below 3’ in girth in Class I and II species.

Rs. 15 per c. ft.

Rs. 13 per c. ft.

(a) Logs 4’.6” and over in girth, Rs. 15
per c. ft.

(b) Logs below 4’.6” in girth (except
Satin which will be sold at Cl. 1
at Rs. 10 per c. ft.

Logs 3’ and over in girth at Rs. 9 per
c. ft. (Under 3’ in girth will be classified

as Cl. 1)
Rate per cubic foot
Boards 9” Boards 12" Boards 15”7
& up and and up & and over
below 12" below 15" wn width
width width
Rs. c. Rs. ¢. Rs. c.
18 40 20 20 26 70
16 70 21 70 23 90
21 70 23 90 25 0
16 70 18 60 19 40

They should

be sold at the rates presently applicable to logs over 3 in girth.
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“That the Bill be now read a Second
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At this stage, Mr. Speaker,.I wish
to say a few words on the achieve-
ments of the Ceylon Broadcasting
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Corporation recently in giving a run-
ning commentary on the flight of the
«Apollo 11”7 to the moon and the land-
ing of the astronauts on the moon.
Sir, the commentary that was
arranged by the Ceylon Broadcasting
Corporation on the eve of the flight
to the moon, on the landing on the
moon, and the return flight of the as-
tronauts, is an achievement that not
only the Ceylon Broadcasting Cor-
poration but the entire country
should be proud of.

The commentaries given in English,
Sinhala and Tamil were, Mr. Speaker,
certainly the best that were broadcast
in South Asia. The commentaries
were picked up from distant trans-
mitting stations in America and even
though they were very indistinct
they were picked up and simultane-
ous translations were given by the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation in a
way that it gave not only an accurate
account but also an exciting account
of what was taking place so much so
that people really felt that they were
witnessing the events.

And I am proud to mention here
that three of the simultaneous inter-
preters who were engaged in giving
these running coramentaries were
from the House of Representatives
and the Senate. I think the commen-
taries were not only commended by
listeners in Ceylon but also by
listeners from all over India. The
Director-General of Broadcasting said
that he had received thousands of
letters praising the commentaries.

I must join in congratulating the
three simultaneous interpreters who
were engaged in this effort, namely,
Mr. V. Sundharalingam, Mr. P. A.
Alfred Perera, and Mr. S. Kumara-
samy for their excellent performance.
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Order please! The Sitting is sus-
pended till 2 p.M.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 2 p.M.
and then resumed.
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(Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe—Bulath-
sinhala)

Sir, if one were to examine this
Budget, one would actually describe
it as a maintenance Budget because
there is an underlying principle in all
the five Budgets presented by this
Government. It is working on the
principle, on the advice given to us
and to most other Asian nations, that
in order to get out of this economic
stagnation in which we find ourselves
we should look into the question of
import substitution both in the agri-
cultural and industrial sectors; that
by foreign finance we might at some
stage arrive at better economic con-
ditions and also achieve more favour-
able terms of trade. Now, I am not
going into the question of the merits
or demerits of this policy, but I think
we must examine the question to see
where this policy is going to take us ;
whether this policy has proved a suc-
cess in any of the Asian or South East
Asian countries so far ; whether we
can say openly and boldly that we
have come out of the economic
morass in which we were and that we
are now living in a society that is
affluent and rich.

If you actually examine this
Budget more carefully, examine the
real merits, the so-called achieve-
ments as enunciated by the Hon. Min-
ister of Finance, and analyse them,
you will see whether this principle
has really paid.

Bowlm O35 OHECH
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I shall confine my remarks mainly
to two or three aspects of this Budget
in reference to the Hon. Minister’s
statement that terrific achievements
have been made on the economic
front. First of all I shall take the
question of paddy production. We all
know that certain positive steps were
taken by this Government towards
import substitution. Whether they
were right or wrong is a different
matter, but, certainly, the Govern-
ment did take some steps. Now,
having taken those steps very rightly,
they went all out to achieve these
ends. This Government strained every
nerve, used the heavy propaganda
machinery at its disposal and organi-
zed and used the people to achieve
these ends.

After all these efforts, we would
like to see what are the real achieve-
ments of this grow more food cam-
paign. In 1964 the production of
paddy amounted to 50 million bushels
and in 1968 there was a yield of 64
million bushels. That is, in about five
years you have increased paddy pro-
duction by about 14 million bushels.
That is your achievement after all
these efforts; but what have you done
to achieve this ? To achieve this how
much did you spend on fertilizer ?

In 1961 a sum of Rs. 46.9 million
was spent on imports of fertilizer.
That was the foreign exchange allo-
cation that was made in 1961—Rs. 46
million. In 1966 the foreign exchange
allocation for imports of fertilizer
was Rs. 91 million—almost double the
amount spent in 1961. I am not sure
what it was in 1967 and 1968. Fertili-
zerwwas also brought into this country
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on commodity aid. Be that as it may,

in 1966 alone so much was spent on
fertilizer.

In 1966 a foreign exchange
allocation of Rs. 12.98 million was
made for imports of agro-chemicals
into this country, and in 1967 the allo-
cation was Rs. 13 million. In 1968 it
was increased to Rs. 15.66 million.

In 1967 Rs. 40 million was set aside
in the Budget for the import of trac-
tors, agricultural implements, and
tractor spares, and it was indicated in
the Budget speech of 1967 that the
government agents in the various
administrative districts would give
permits to those who wished to pur-
chase tractors, and that it was incum-
bent on them, apart from harvesting
their paddy fields, to harvest the fields

of anybody else at a rate of Rs. 55. I
do not know whether the hon. Mem-
ber for Polonnaruwa (Mr. Leelaratne
Wijesinghe) can say what the tractor
hire rate is today, whether it is Rs. 55
or more.

Sz BN DO Dea.
(5. @rrawrenlésid)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

Rs. 80.

QornC D2nkioy Vcs.

(B. waser perGms)

(Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe)

Then, Sir, in 1964, 100 tractors were
imported. Foreign exchange was
allowed for the import of 100 trac-
tors. In 1967, 1,707 tractors have been
imported. That is the massive effort
you have made towards this food
drive. You have spent foreign
exchange in this way. I am taking
these figures haphazardly. Much more
foreign exchange must have been
spent. I am taking the figures from
the Budget speeches of the Hon. Min-
ister of Finance.

6——ad 5865 (69/8)
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In 1967 the Hon. Minister of
Finance said, “In order to push our
food drive we are appointing fourteen
more additional government agents
in the most important administrative
districts of this country. We will set
up a special administration to man
these kachcheries, and set aside
Rs. 4 million for that purpose alone.”

This Government has given the
cultivator a subsidy of 50 per cent on
fertilizer purchased on cash, and a
subsidy of 33.3 per cent on fertilizer
purchasgd on credit.

This Government has utilized the
services of 345,000 school-children
for the first time in this country to
weed 13,600 acres in the 1965-66 Maha
season alone. 84,000 school-children
were engaged in transplanting and
harvesting paddy. In 1966, 300,000
acres were hand-weeded by over one
million school-children. Apart from
engaging these children for this
purpose, you can imagine, Sir, the
organizational efforts that have gone
into it on the part of the school
teachers of the Education Depart-
ment and of the transport system,
not to speak of the amount of money
that was spent on it. All that was
done to achieve success in the food
drive,

You created a new regal dynasty—
a dynasty of govi rajas who are as
weak as the crowns they wear on
their heads and who are looked down
upon by the people of this country.
You had your massive agricultural
exhibitions all over the country, from
the north to the south, spending
large sums of money and using your
departmental officers to organize
those exhibitions. You utilized the
Commercial Service of the Ceylon
Broadcasting Corporation to imple-
ment your food drive. I am not
saying these are bad things. 1f you
want to achieve success, certainly
you must go ahead. All I am asking
is, what benefits have you achieved
from your food drive ?

Then, 51,000 acres are claimed to
have been brought under irrigation
for the first time. From 1965 to 1968
you claim to have provided better
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irrigation facilities for 32,000 acres.
New colonization schemes have been
set up. Youth settlement .cl.emes
have been set up. About 80,000 acres
have been granted to the pcrivate
sector by the Special Leases Board
for the development of those lands
and to increase food production. I am
not going into the amount of foreign
exchange allocated to those people to
import tractors, bulldozers, jeeps—
that matter has been much debated
in this House. The main ‘thing is,
you claim to have brought under
paddy cultivation 287,000 new acres
from 1965 to 1968. All these have
been done for the purpose of increas-
ing food production.

After five years, having spent so
much of foreign exchange, having
done all this work—I do not know,
I have not worked out the amount of
foreign exchange spent—you have
increased  production by only
15 million bushels. That is what you
have achieved after all this mighty
effort. If you take the earlier figures
you will find tkat in 1958 and 1959
the production of paddy in this
country was 36 million bushels. That
was at a time when nobody talked
about paddy production, whet
nobody talked about a food drive.
I am not comparing the previous
Government with this Government ;
I am only saying that your achieve-
ment is not sufficient. Without any
effort by the previous Government,
paddy production increased from
36 million bushels in 1959 to
50 million bushels in 1964. There
was an increase of 14 million bushels
of paddy without any effort at all on
the part of the previous Government.

Actually, one wonders whether this
effort has been worth-while after all ;
'‘whether something has not gone

-wrong ; whether your officers have
worked wholeheartedly ; whether
you have been hoodwinked ; whether
your exhibitions were not bloated-up
‘exhibitions. These are the questions
we must ask. This is not your duty
only ; it is our duty alse, It.is public
money that has been spendt.

Bewldn 0235 Sedaces
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Look at the figures of rice imports.
In 1965, 642,200 tons of rice were im-
ported into this country. In 1968,
three years later, after this massive
effort of yours, you had to import
344,000 tons of rice, almost half the
amount you imported in 1965. But
remember, Sir, that one measure of
rice had been withdrawn from the
ration since then.

So, apart from giving 10 million
measures of rice free every week—
today you are not giving 10 million
measures of rice every week—it is
no achievement at all if, after all
your efforts, you are still importing
300,000 tons of rice. You have not
made very much headway.

Look at the hospitals. Ever since
you withdraw one measure of rice
from the ration, hospital patients are
not given any rice for their mid-day
meal or their dinner. So, where is
this increased production ?

What is the price of rice today ?
A measure of rice, at its lowest, costs
Re. 1.25 anywhere. 1f there is such a
massive increase in rice production
as you claim, the cost of rice must
come down a little. Before you
withdrew one measure of rice from
the ration, any person in this coun-
try could have bought two measures
of rice for 50 cents. Today, one has
to pay at least Re. 1.25 for a measure
of rice.

Then I ask: What is the propor-
tion of the population that produces
rice in this country ? Those who pro-
duce rice—the smallholders, the
men who own vast tracts of paddy
land, the tenant cultivators—consti-
tute a very small proportion of the
population in this country. The ordi-
nary man, in the rural areas or in
Colombo, has to buy a measure of
rice today at Re. 1.25, in spite of this
increased production of rice.

The Hon. Minister went on to say
that, apart frum tne massive strides
made in the field of rice production,
there has also been an increase in
the rate of industrial growth ; that
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the industries have begun to come
into satisfactory production. I con-

cede that there has been some sort
of industrial development in this
country.

There was a time when our indus-
tries were languishing, when they
were starved of raw materials, when
the capital invested was insufficient.
No doubt when you suddenly begin
to feed them with foreign aid, with
industrial raw materials, with mas-
sive capital investment, the rate of
industrial growth will shoot up. That
is a natural phenomenon.

Another matter one must consider
is that most of these industries were
started only a few years back. They
were started about six or seven years
ago by the previous Government ;
at that time they were nascent in-
dustries. They may have had their
teething troubles, their initial prcb-
lems ; but year by year, as the tech-
nicians and the officers gained
experience, the industries begun to
bear fruit. The rate of production
grew. With all the foreign aid that
has been diverted into these indus-
tries, naturally there has to be a
growth in industrial production.

But with all this industrial pro-
duction, whether it be in the private
sector or in the public sector, there
has not been a full absorption of
workers ; there has not been a solu-
tion to the unemployment problem
completely.

Take the private sector. There has
been an increase in production in
the private sector. Anybody would
concede that. You have been able to
give the private sector certain tax
reductions ; you have been able to
give the private sector tax holidays.
You removed the moratorium on cer-
tain dividends and profits so that
private capital can come into this
country, but I do not know whether
the private capital that you expected
to come in has actually come into
this country.

1969 gewdedz 15
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But one thing is sure. After you
fed the private industry with all this
aid and the private industry started
going, the private industrialists has
started making money. If you will
e 1mine the private industrialists in
this country—they are a very micro-
scopic minority—you will see that
they are making huge profits, they
are making unconscionable profits.
These profits have not come down to
the workers; they have not come
down to the consumer. You have not
been able to control prices where
the private industry is concerned.
You have not been able to have
your quality standards. You have
talked of standards in quality but
nothing has been done so far.

As to real income, the Hon. Minis-
ter went on to say that, apart from
the economic growth in the agricul-
tural sector as well as in the indus-
trial sector, there has been a real
growth of income, that today the
society is affluent and that there is
economic prosperity in this country.
And today one often hears some
Members of the Cabinet saying that
the ordinary man is so prosperous,
that if you go to the rural areas you
will see buildings coming up like
mushrooms, that the farmer is so
well off, that there is a shortage in
the cement industry because all the
farmers and the ordinary man are
going on a building spree. I do not
know about these rural areas, but I
certainly know that houses are not
coming up in the rural areas. Today,
you have even stopped the Rs. 2,000
loan you were giving to a man to
build a house. Today no loans are
given for housing. Certainly there
has been a massive effort in Colombo.
Houses have been coming up worth
over Rs. 50,000 or Rs. 1 lakh. Houses
of that type have come up, but
certainly no houses have come up
in the rural areas.

The Minister of Finance said that
this economic growth could actually
be substantiated by the fact that the
real income of the worker has gone
up, that the real income of the
agricultural worker has gone up—
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(B Qovmerger)
© (Mr. Ilangaratne)
It has gone down.

Lo @ @%aoa‘ &cs.

(B wrser perHs)

(Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe)

He compared it to two years and
these are the figures he quoted. I
think even the Prime Minister said
S0.

OCoNCH B e,

(8@ Gomstger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

That is the 1968 figure. That is
wrong.

QorrE Sohticy .
(8. whser perfEs)
(Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe)

This is what the Minister of
Finance said in his Budget Speech :

“ An examination of the indices of real
wage rates also provides proof of the
improvement in real incomes. With regard
to workers in agriculture, the index of
real wage rates which had steadily
declined from 106.5 in 1960 to 103.5 in
1964 increased to 104.9 in 1967 and 114.3
in 1968. "—

A massive increase from 1967 to
1968, in the real wage rates of an
agricultural worker! These are the
figures he quoted for the minor
government employees.

—“With regard to workers in industry
and commerce, the index of real wage
rates had declined from 123.8 in 1960 to
118.4 in 1964. However, it rose ”—

These are in respect of workers in
industry and commerce.

—%“to 121 in 1967 and 133.1 in 1968.”"—

[oFFIciAL REPORT, 2nd August 1969 ; Vol.
86, c. 35.1

That again was a rise from 1967 to
1968. With regard to workers in wages
boards trades also there was a similar
rise. The index of real wage rates in
respect of Central Government
employees increased to 114 in 1967
and 125.7 in 1968. Those-arei.the

Bew]dm @535 DeFDC®
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figures that were quoted by the Hon.
Minister, and he said: “Well, you
know we are going throug a terrific
boom because the real wages have
increased. ”

If you look at the Central Bank
Report and the figures given there—
on the question of how these figures
have been arrived at there are
differences of opinion—you will see
that even the cost-of-living index has
been computed on the basis of—where
the rents are concerned—the rates
that existed in 1952. The rents have
not been revised ; they have remained
static from 1952. The Central Bank
has taken the 1952 controlled rents
for the purpose of calculating the
cost-of-living index in 1968 !

If you look at the index of real
wage rates of government employees,
you will find, according to what ‘he
Hon. Minister has said, that the index
in respect of minor employees has
gone up from 118.6 in 1967 to 1343
in 1968.

Now, how have these indices shot
up ? Between 1967 and 1968 the
Government gave an interim
allowance to ease the effects of the
cost of living. A few months later,
the Government also gave a devalua-
tion allowance. So, it is no wonder
that these indices have shot up in
one year. But that certainly is no
indication that we are on the road tc
economic prosperity. In 1957, during
the time of the late Mr. Bandara-
naike, when the special living
allowance of Rs. 17.50 was given,
there was a similar rise in these
indices between 1957 and 1958. The
index of real wage rates of minor
employees, as a result of the grant
of the special living allowance,
increased from 112.8 in 1957 to 124.2
in 1958. This increase was seen all
round, whether it be in the agricul-
tural sector, whether it be in respect
of Central Government employees, or
whether it be in the commercial
sector. But, you will see, from 1965
up to 1968 there has not been a
consistent increase in the index of
real wage rates, but only this jump
from 1967 to 1968. If there was a


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

901
Buddn wmzy emQdsm, 1969-70

consistent increase from 1965 to 1968
then one can say that there has been
prosperity, and that this economic
growth is reflected in the other
spheres also, that the ordinary man
also has been receiving the benefits
of that prosperity. But it is not so.

OGNS B el
(8p. @avmissger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

From December 1967, the
wages have been going down.

real

QoxC gntioxy .

(8ln. wmEser per Amres )

(Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe)

So, one wonders whether, as the
Hon. Minister tried to make out,
these increases in the real wage rates
are real achievements.

Now let us look at the programme
of import substitution, backed by
massive aid from foreign countries.
You will notice that certain reports
made by these foreign banks under-
line the one point that for the last so
many years, apart from the internal
growth rates, we and most of the
developing countries in South East
Asia are facing an adverse trade
balance. Although our wvolume of
exports has increased, our export
prices keep on declining, and we have
not been able to tackle this problem.
That is the root cause of this problem.
We have not been able to arrest this
trend.

Certainly import substitution is a
good thing. But before we accept
any of this aid given to us by the
Western democracies, we must con-
sider whom this massive aid, this
import substitution, is really going to

benefit. They have added a note on
the economic problem of Ceylon and
they themselves say that our foreign
trade has been dwindling from year
to year. From 1965 onwards our
external trade has been dwindling
from year to year. They concede that
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this can be cushioned by foreign aid
so that we may import essential
goods and at the same time attain a
certain amount of economic growth.

We have what is called an import
programme in respect of consumer
goods, intermediate goods and invest-
ment goods. That import programme
is necessary if we are to achieve a
certain rate of economic growth and
maintain it. But our economic
capacity from 1965-69 has not been
capable of maintaining that import
programme. We will have to get far
more than the aid and the loans that
we are getting today. If there has
been a rise in the rate of economic
growth, ithat is no indication of
economic prosperity. They say that
this sudden rise in the growth rate
is due to the pumping in of foreign
aid to the industries that had been
kept starving, and that the growth
rate is bound to come down after this
sudden rise. It will come down to
2 or 3 per cent. Then you will have to
borrow some more money. So, where
actually are we going ?

I know you have taken certain
positive steps and tried to find a way
out. But I am telling you that we
must actually examine all these loans
in detail and also examine the poli-
cies that we have been asked to carry

out as a condition of these loans. If
we analyse this question of foreign
aid we may be able to arrive at
certain conclusions. The concept and
philosophy of foreign aid, of lines of
credit, of food aid and of grants, is
one that had its birth during the post-
war years. Before the war, when
most of the South and South East
Asian countries were colonial coun-
tries, the imperialist powers had
made private and governmental in-
vestments in this area, and there was
no question of aid then. With the
emergence of these countries as inde-
pendent nations after the war years,
and with a cold war going on between
two giant powers with different
ideologies, both of them were trying
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to win friends among these indepen-

dent nations. That, I think, is how

the concept of aid came into being.

You will remember that in about
1950 a noble resolution was passed in
the United Nations that, because after
the war there is so much poverty
mainly in countries in South-East
Asia, in Africa and in South America,
some sort of aid must be given to
these countries. They paseed a resolu-
tion in 1950 that the donor countries,
that is the more advanced countries,
the industrially developed countries,
should give at least one per cent of
their national income towards putting
the underdeveloped countries on
their feet. Although such a resolu-
tion was passed, no country gave one
per cent of its national income. That
is how they looked at this question
of foreign aid. There is a lot of
rhetoric about the noble idea of
giving aid to poor countries. All that
talk is there.

Then in the 1950’s there was
actually a boost in aid. In the early
1950’s the Colcmbo Plan was mooted
and Colombo Plan aid was started.
Technical assistance was given. In
the early 1950’s the percentage of aid
increased to about 15 per cent a year.
Then in the late 1950’s, in 1957, 1958
and 1959, the socialist bloc came out
with their aid, with project aid.
Socialist countries began to give aid
to the developing countries.

Then in the early 1960’s, due to
political reasons, due to budgetary
difficulties of the donor countries, and
due to adverse balances in trade, the
amount of aid began to taper—the
quantum of aid began to get reduced.

Now, this Government has been
able to get a massive amount of com-
modity aid from 1965 onwards. If
we look at the kinds of aid that we
and the other developing countries
are getting, you will notice that most
of it is, in fact, not aid. To call it
aid is actually a misnomer. Actually
we are getting very little aid that is
free. Whether it be by way of food,
whether it be by way of cemimedities,
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whether it be by way of projects, we
have to pay for most of the aid that
we receive. We have to pay by way
of interest. There are a few
instances where countries give aid
without interest. @ Some countries
want a small rate of interest. Some
countries are very unconscionable
and have laid down hard rules on a
commercial basis. They want higher
rates of interest on the aid that they
give.

From 1965 to 1968 we have taken
Rs. 1,200 million from the Aid Ceylon
Group alone by way of aid and this
has had to be supplemented by loans
taken from the IMF in order to
balance our trade deficits. When we
look at the commodity aid—and that
has been boosting our economic
growth—we have to ask the question
whether it is to our advantage or
whether it is enslaving us. That is
the question we have to ask.

Look at the commodity aid we
receive. We are given certain com-
modities at a price stipulated by the
aid giving countries. They stipulate
the prices and we have to pay those
prices. Those may be goods that
those countries cannot sell in the
open competitive market ; those may
be goods that are surplus there;
those may be goods which, being in-
ferior goods, can bring down our rate
of efficiency ; those may be goods for
which we have to keep on buying
spare parts; those are goods for
which we have to pay back in foreign
exchange and also pay interest.

Then look at the food aid. India
is getting plenty of wheat and we are
getting plenty of wheat flour under
P. L. 480. But what is happening ?
We have to import that wheat flour
in ships belonging to the donor coun-
tries at higher freight rates than we
need to and to pay the prices stipula-
ted by them. What is happening,
Sir, is that in Europe and in the Wes-
tern democracies there is actually
over-production of certain industrial
goods. They have to destroy a cer-
tain amount of their industrial goods.
So, what is this aid they are giving
us'?“"They are getting rid of their
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surplus ; their food surplus they are
getting rid of and their industrial
goods they are getting rid of. They
are solving their unemployment prob-
lem by giving us this aid. Sir, even
some of the people in the donor coun-
tries are questioning the “mnoble”
intentions of those countries.

After all we have received aid
from 1950. For the last 18 years we
as well as the other under-developed
nations of Asia, South America and
Africa have been receiving aid in
various forms. We have got lines of
credit. But where are we after 18
years of aid.

Sir, this is a question of not
whether you have done well or we
have done well, or whether what you
have done is correct or what we have
done is correct. It is a question on
which we must all sincerely do some
thinking as to the policies dictated to
us, as to the aid we are getting, as
to whether we can ever get out of
this grip, and whether we really are
having an increase in productivity.
These are the questions we have o
ask ourselves. We have to do a lot
of re-thinking. @ We cannot accept
what these people dictate to us.

Sir, the Hon. Minister of Finance
very happily pronounced that he had
made massive strides in agricultural
production, that our growth rates
have increased, that industrial pro-
duction has gone up. You have done
this only by way of getting foreign
aid.

And, Sir, we do not know where
this will lead wus to. Actually,
although there are these advantages
they do not go down to the ordinary
people. That is very, very clear. It
is not manifested anywhere. There
is even no impression of it.

I do not think I need take any more
time of the House, but I would
suggest that you look into this ques-
tion of foreign aid and the question
of import substitution more fully, in
a more detailed manner and in.a way
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that is suitable to our country and to
the different countries of South-East
Asia, and try to find a real solution
not to the problem of economic
growth rates but to the problem of
solving our adverse terms of trade,
because you will notice that all the
countries in South East Asia that are
producing primary goods have this
same problem. I know that we have
been trying to do something about
this. However, I do not think, unless
we act and sort out this problem, we
will be able to get rid of it. We have
not been able to get rid of it for the
last 18 years.

g. . 5.52

28, 98. Yefonfen Bcn. (S e’
@ @Bos ©EEecOsY ) oG D)

(e2@m)L1 eTLd. GTLD. apov sLT—aFapsGama
LD E FIGST LI T T (@hLOeT D sriflusna )

(Mr. M. M. Mustapha—Parliamentary
Sec)retary to the Minister of Social Servi-
ces

Mr. Deputy Speaker, after the
General Election of 1965 the National
Government was formed with a very
comfortable majority. Hon. Members
of the Opposition know very well
that the life of a Parliament is five
years. While that is a fact, there were
very confident predictions by very
responsible people, including the hon.
Leader of the Opposition, that the
Government would not last even

three months. At that time,
Mr. Deputy Speaker—
el oumonwy Qw. (g%

el&®)
(Bs. Corwrgar Qsarrg—oburep)
(Mr. Somaratne Senerath—Amparai)

That is not correct.

Qe onfen S

(@)L apawgsLIT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

I know what I am speaking about.
People who were mere spectators
dismissed this prediction as wishful
thinking, but others who really knew
the state of the economy took that
statement rather seriously because
they could not have said anything
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better. After all, the present Opposi-
tion were ruling this country con-
tinuously for a period of nine years
from 1956 right up to the end of 1964.
So, they are the best judges of what
the state of the economy was, and if
the hon. Leader of the Opposition
thought that the new Government
that was formed was not going to last
three months, or six months as she
later changed it to, she was speaking
the perfect truth.

We are very happy that the Hon.
Minister of Finance has had the
singular privilege of presenting his
fifth consecutive Budget. One finds
that it presents a complete and com-
prehensive picture of the economic
progress this country has made from
1965 to 1969. In fact, the consensus of
opinion in the country about this
Budget was summed up very aptly
by a very senior Member of the
Oppositicn—who has been a Member
of Parliament for an uninterrupted
period of 25 years—that this was
the finest Budget Speech he had heard
since Independence. He said that in
private, and I do not think he will
say it on the Floor of this House
because parliamentary democracy, or
the whole system of parliamentary
democracy, does not permit a Member
of the Opposition to admit a thing
like that on the Floor of this House,
for he would cease to have any justi-
fication to remain any longer in the
Opposition after expressing a state-
ment like that.

ceumdsy .

(8p. QeFarrs)
(Mr. Senarath)

Who is the Membezar ?

e’ wnfen S

(2@ @povsLT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

It would be better if you ask me
privately because he spoke to me
privately.

So that, one can see that this is a
sober and very stable Budget. The
stability of the country, the sobriety
that prevailed in the last four to five
years, is reflected in the Budget.
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You will remember, Sir, in the
earlier days there used to be pre-
budget rush for goods. People used to
rush here and there to buy goods.
This year we had no such thing. The
usual excitement prior to the . pre-
sentation of a Budgei was absent.
There is good reason for this. I
suppose the present Finance Minister
had a singular and distinct advantage
over most of his predecessors because
he started with a sense of security,
not only about his future as Finance
Minister, but about the future of the
Government, tco. So that, he was able
to set for himself a goal to achieve
during the five years he was going to
be Minister of Finance. Step by step,
with the introduction of each succes-
sive Budget, he sought to achieve that
goal.

After all, Sir, the Budget is really
an instrument for translating into
money terms the programme of the
Government which it has to achieve
on a set target. Because the Hon.
Minister of Finance has been con-
sistently working up to this target
year by year without any fear that
he would lose his portfolio, without
any fear that the Government would
suddenly be dissolved, every Budget
of his had a method and pattern about
it, and he has been able to keep to it,
and the people have been able to
anticipate quite a lot of things that
were going to find a place in this
Budget.

During the term of the last Gov-
ernment, the people were sprung
with surprises. It was merely a
sporadic attempt or a disjointed
effort to meet certain particular evils
with certain particular remedies. In
fact, between 1960 and 1964, I think
there were four or five Finance
Ministers, and every Finance Minister
was the author of one Budget.
Naturally each Finance Minister had
a different theme, and one could not
expect a progressive development of
the economy or a planned develop-
ment of the economy in a set manner
because, naturally, different people
have different ideas and different
things to work on. But happily for us
itisccompletely different in the case
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of this Government because the Hon.
Wanninayake has had the distinction
of being able to present five consecu-
tive Budgets, and he has been able
to do it on a set pattern.

As the Hon. Minister of Finance
himself says, the primary, and chiet
objective of his was the achievement
of an increased rate of economic
growth. It simply means that the
whole objective of the Government
was to ensure to the people of this
country a better standard of living,
perhaps by increasing the per capita
income of individuals. That is really
what is meant by increasing the eco-
nomic growth of the country.

Now, Sir, I was listening very
carefully to the speeches made by
every successive Member from the
Opposition, and one cannot resist the
the temptation or resist the conclu-
sion that the Opposition now finds it-
self pitched against a very terrible
obstacle in their chances at the next
General Election. The obstacle that
seems to be in their minds is the phe-
nomenal success that the Government
has achieved in the food front, be-
cause every Member of the Oppo-
sition is quite understandably con-
centrating on this claim of this
Government to have achieved vast
strides in the food production
front. From the first speaker, the
hon. Member for Kolonnawa (Mr.
Ilangaratne) to the last Member who
spoke before me, the hon. Member for
Bulathsinghala, (Mr. Mangala Moone-
singhe) they are all rather worried
about this claim, so much so, that
every one of them is trying to belittle
this effort. In that respect, they are
even trying to question the figures
furnished to the Government by the
Central Bank. The Central Bank is
a neutral institution; it belongs to
any Government that is in power. In
the same way that in the latter part
of 1964 this same Central Bank gave
the output of paddy in this country
as 36 million bushels, it is saying
today that the output of paddy is
64 million bushels ; and it is expected
to rise to 71 million bushels this year.
It does not need a mathematician or
even a politician to say that during
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the last four and a half years paddy
production has almost doubled. We do
not need the Central Bank to say that
After all, we are people of this coun-

try ; we come from agricultural areas
and we know what this Government
has done.

We inherited from the last
Government a very unenviable task
to perform. Things are still fresh in
our minds. Even dried fish and Mal-
dive fish became luxury items, to ob-
tain an ounce of which people had to
stand in a queue for hours on
end. Cloth was so scarce to
obtain that people, while stand-
ing in the queue to obtain a
couple of yards, used to faint and
fall. Rickety old lorries used to be
sold for Rs. 75,000 because the import
of lorries was banned in 1961. A lorry
tyre was being sold for Rs. 1,750 so
much so that vegetables produced in
the up-country could not be transpor-
ted to places where they were re-
quired ; fish that was collected in the
coastal belt could not be brought to
Colombo, Badulla or Kandy where it
was required.

While the last Government concen-
trated its entire attention on solving
some sentimental problems or issues,
the economy started deteriorating
steadily day by day. Nobody can deny
that. In fact, the people were be-
coming rather restive and rebellious
at a certain stage. It was a common
sight in the Pettah to see large crowds
standing outside textile shops, creat-
ing a terrible commotion just because
one man had gone and stood ahead of
another in the queue. That was the
reflection of a state of tension and
restlessness in the minds of the peo-
ple, so much so that certain persons
in the last Government thought of in-
troducing a little bit of totalitaria-
nism. In fact, when the newspapers
gave this news to the people, there
was an attempt on the part of the last
Government to deprive them of the
freedom of expression. There was an
attempt made in this House to curb
freedom cof expression. Towards the
end of 1964 there was a definite at-
tempt made to foist a dictatorship on
the people of this country because the
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last Government lost all faith in the
democratic form of government to
solve the problems that had built up
at that period of time. So that, when
the new Government came into
power, thought it had a very comfor-
table majority, the Opposition start-
ed saying that this Government will
fall, because they knew that our
Prime Minister, the Hon. Dudley
Senanayake, was committed to one
thing and that was democracy. They
knew that to pull this country out of
the economic mess into which it had
fallen, it required a superhuman
effort. Indeed, they would have been
quite correct in their prediction if that
superhuman effort was not made by
this Government under the inspiring

leadership of the Hon. Dudley
Senanayake.
Sir, the very first Budget

introduced by the Hon. Minister of
Finance gave as its chief objective
the achievement of economic growth
in this country. Now, what is econo-
mic growth ? Economic growth can
be in the agricultural sector, or in the
industrial sector—of course there is
private enterprise and public enter-
prise—but the aim is to inspire the
people of the country to produce
more.

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
and the hon. Member for Bulath-
sinhala are saying, ‘“Why do you
get foreign aid from other countries ?
Well, it is easy to get foreign aid and
spend it in this country.” That seems
to be the gravaman of their charge.
From 1956 up to 1965 they were in the
seats of power, and if in 1965 we were
left with no alternative but to get
foreign aid from other countries at
least to pep up the sinking economy
that threatened the entire country,
what else do they want this Govern-
ment to do ? Do they think that by
merely waving a magic wand we
could get this country out of the eco-
nomic crisis into which it had been
dragged. Who is responsible for this ?

I think that to make a charge of the
fact that we have gone to foreign
countries for aid is baseless and
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puerile, and that has been done by
hon. Members only because they are
in the Opposition.

The first step that the Hon. Prime
Minister took was to make an
appeal to the World Bank for aid, and
we should be thankful to that insti-
tution for having got a consortium of
countries to come to the aid of Cey-
lon, and the result was that we got
not less than Rs. 1,200 million for the
development of the economy of this
country.

In the agricultural sector today the
simple fact is that not only in the
production of paddy but also in the
production of subsidiary foodcrops
there has been a marked improve-
ment ; in certain cases production has
doubled. All this has not been
achieved by merely making speeches
in the House or on public platforms.

The Hon. Minister of Finance has
tabled a Supplement to his Budget
Speech. In fact, you will find set out
in that booklet the methods by
which this Government has been
able to bring about this increase in
agricultural production.

In 1964-65 the total extent under
cultivation was 1,455,349 acres, but
by 1967-68 the total extent under
cultivation has gone up to 1,742,469
acres. These figures reveal that the
total extent under paddy cultivation,
both seasons included, has increased
by 287,120 acres during this period.
In other words, during the last four
vears there has been an increase of
19.5 per cent in the land under
cultivation.

To achieve this improvement there
has been an increasing amount of
fertilizer used. I was rather amused
at the arguments of my good Friend
the Member for Bulathsinhala who
said, “ You have been able to achieve
an increased production of paddy
because you have used ~more
fertilizer. ” Sir, we are not thinking
only in terms of the next election.
We do not work every year in water-
tight compartments. When you apply
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manure, my hon. Friend must realize
that it inures to the land not only for
one year but to the end and this
increased production is not going to
stop suddenly at the end of this year
and is not going to last only till the
next election. It may be that you are
going to reap the benefit of all that
this Government is doing. It may be
that, but we will not grudge it. After
all, whether you are in the seats of
power or we are in the seats of
power, the country must go on and
we are all interested in better
standards of living for the people of
this country. So we must not speak
in terms of “ you spent so much and
we spent so much”. That type of
argument is irrelevant when you are
talking of the development of the
economy of a country.

In fact, as I mentioned earlier, the
five budgets introduced by the Hon.
U. B. Wanninayake are but five
chapters of one story—in fact the
story of the economic development of
this country from 1964. He is
singularly lucky that he was able to
start this story and end it and the
present Budget is a fitting conclusion
to a chapter well started.

When you talk of industrial
development in this country, you
must remember that in 1964 the fac-
tories were closing down because they
were working under capacity and the
result was that there was constant
retrenchment of labour. When it
comes to the public sector, there was
no expansion and it was virtually
stagnant. There was no foreign
exchange available to import the
wherewithal by which these indust-
ries could be expanded and there-
fore the production had virtually
come to a standstill. But today—if
you read the latest administration
reports of various corporations—
every public corporation has been
making a profit with the exception of
two corporations including the Fishe-
ries Corporation. I shall come to that
point later. That is because the
Government is today in a position to
allocate more foreign exchange, for
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them to import the raw materials.
That is the reason for these indust-
ries being able to get a profit after
long periods of time.

Here again I was very happy to
find in the Throne Speech a statement
to the effect that the Government
believes in establishing industries in
the provinces so that the whole
populace, the entire country, would
get a benefit out of this industrial
development. Here again I was most
amused when I read the other day in
the papers that the Fisheries Corpo-
ration of Ceylon was one industry
which was still losing. Those of us
who come from the coastal belt of
Ceylon are not at all surprised that
this Fisheries Corporation should be
losing.

I come from a coastal area where the
people take to fishing as a chief
occupation. I was very happy when
the Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena paid
a visit to this area. I believe he is the
first Minister of Industries and
Fisheries to do so and see for himself
the conditions under which the
fishermen live there. In spite of his
age, I insisted on his going on the sea-
beach road from one end of my
electorate to the other. I was sorry to
do that. But seeing is believing, and
I wanted the Hon. Minister to see for
himself the state of the fisheries roads
in that part of the country. In fact, in
certain areas along the coast there
are no roads at all, and the other
roads have been neglected over long
years by my hon. Friends on the
other side. Not even jeeps can go on
those roads, with the result that the
large quantities of the fish caught
and collected by those fishermen,
after a strenuous day’s work, by the
sweat of their brow, have sometimes
to be buried on the sea beach itself.
Also, there are no transport facilities
to transport this fish out. In fact,
during the time of my hon. Friends
opposite, there were not even lorries
to come to the main road and from
there transport the fish to Colombo
and other areas. Today, at least there
are lorries, but those lorries cannot
go up_ to the beach, they cannot
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traverse the so-called fisheries roads
which have now been reduced to
mere sandy tracks.

I was very happy when the Hon.
Minister, even before I could open
my mouth and tell him, “Now, look
at the condition of this road ”, in his
characteristic way, said, “ the primary
need of this part of the country is
good roads leading right up to the
sea beach”. And he gave the assur-
ance that he would see that those
roads were repaired at once. Here
again, there is an anomaly. The res-
ponsibility for constructing and
repairing the fisheries roads is with
the Ministry of Local Government.
The Fisheries Department does not
come into it at all. These roads are
constructed or improved on the
recommendation, not of the Fisheries
Inspector but of the Assistant Com-
missioner of Local Government. I do
not know from whom he gets his
information. This procedure itself
must be changed, because I find that
these fisheries roads are constructed
and repaired through the medium of
the village council. So, when the
Ministry of Local Government allo-
cates a very small sum like Rs. 5,000
or Rs. 10,000, the V. C. chairman or
the V. C. member who, as a politician,
is more worried about his votes,
spends this money which is meant for
the fisheries roads, to construct roads
which would be more advantageous
to him politically. The Hon. Minis-
ter is not here, but I would appeal to
him that he take upon himself the
responsibility for constructing the
fisheries roads.

There is a long stretch of sea—about
40 to 50 miles—along the eastern
coast which abounds in the best
varieties of fish. Today, man has set
foot on the moon; but the people
living in the coastal belt of Batticaloa
and Amparai Districts still continue
to use the fishing boats and fishing
gear which were used by their
forefathers. No engined boats could
be used in that area becaues there are
no anchorage facilities. When you
go to the Director of Fisheries and
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ask for engined boats, he says, “ What
is the use of engined boats when there
are no anchorage facilities ?” And
when you ask that anchorage facilities
be provided, you are told, “ What is
the use of anchorage facilities when
you do not have engined boats.”

The Hon. Minister must see that
fishing as an industry is put on a
much better footing. It can be done.
It is a crying shame that Ceylon
which is an island should be import-
ing tinned fish—tinned fish which our
villagers do not like to eat. People
from Japan come all the way to our
shores, collect our fish, take it to their
country, and export it back to us. Our
failure to tap our resources is losing
for us a considerable amount of
valuable foreign exchange. Some-
times, I cannot help but feel that we
are penny wise and pound foolish ; we
grudge spending a couple of million
rupees to construct a harbour, or to
provide a few engined boats, to our
people. But we do not grudge spend-
ing even Rs. 50 million to Rs. 100
million for the import of wvarious
items which can be produced in this
country.

Now, my hon. Friends of the
Opposition talked about the cost of
living index. In the first place, the
cost of living index was compiled in
1952. When it was compiled it stood
at 100 points. Surely, from 1952 to
1967 there have been a lot of changes
in and outside Ceylon ? I still feel that
the cost of living in Ceylon is the
lowest in the whole world. Even
today the cost of living in Ceylon,
about which my Friends are talking
so much, is still the lowest in the
world. In 1952 there was prosperity
in the country with the Korean Boom.
At that time things were cheap. The
Colombo Consumers’ Price Index was
fixed at 100 points. Today it has in-
creased slightly and has gone up to
120 or 121 points, as the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance said, due chiefly to two
factors: (1) the devaluation of the
rupee ; and (2) the introduction of
the FEEC gcheme. These are the two
factors which have taken it up by two
or'three points all at once.
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(8. Qearrg)
(Mr. Senarath)

67\";fhat about the increase from 1965—|

Qe mnfen Scm.

(@1 apowgLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

The increase from 1965 to 67, if
you do not know, was only an in-
crease by two or three points. It
was even less. But it was only with
the devaluation of the rupee that it
shot up. In 1967 there was a marked
increase in the cost of living index,
purely because the rupee was de-
valued ; it had to go up. The second
step the Government took was the
introduction of the FEEC scheme.
But still the people are buying goods
today. My hon. Friends opposite
want the cost of living index brought
down. But I have not heard one
single Member of the Opposition tell-
ing us how to do it.

S .

(B Qearrs)

(Mr. Senarath)

We are not competent enough to
give you advice.

Qe onfen e

(@ epevsur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

You, as a responsible Opposition,
should have a programme of your
own. You have only found fault
with the Minister of Finance. You
simply say, “ You have done this.”
Nobody is going to believe you when,
parrot-like, you repeat, “ Bring down
the cost of living, bring down the
cost of living.” To do that, do you
want us to pay a lower price to the
people who are producing our paddy?
Do you want us to decrease the
guaranteed price ? Or, do you want
us to lessen the price we are paying
to the vegetable grower and to the
fish producer ? I cannot think of
any other way. The only thing to
do to facilitate the purchase. of these
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goods even at these increased prices
is to increase wages. That is what
the Government is going to do. 1f
there is a corresponding increase in
the wage rate, and if the increase is
higher than the increase in the cost
of living index, as is the case today,
well, then, the people are better off
now than they were a couple of years
back. That is the real position today.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you know,
coming as you do from an agricul-
tural area, that there has been an
unprecedented sale of tractors in this
country. In fact, the hon. Member
for Bulathsinhala was telling us that
in 1964, 100 tractors were imported
into this country but this year this
Government has imported more than
1,000 tractors. All those tractors are
being sold. Who are the people who
are buying them ?

@'eamémf @¢s.

(B QFarrs)
(Mr. Senarath)

You all.

Qe mvfes e

(B@U gpevsLT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

The hon. Member represents an
adjoining electorate. I am not repre-
senting a capitalist electorate like my
Friend here or my good Friend there.

cuéEY .
(8lm. Qzerrs)
(Mr. Senarath)

How many colonists own tractors in
your electorate ?

Qed' snfen cn.

(B@u epevgLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

We have no colonists. The hon.
Member can talk of colonists when it
comes to his turn. I am talking of
my electorate which is composed of
peasants who own 3, 5, 10 or 15 acres.
The highest extent that any one per-
son owns is 50 acres. There are only
three or four such persons. All the
others are farmers who own three
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ot five acres. Now, tli se people are
buying these tractors at Rs. 20,000
each.

cuminy .
(5. QFarrg)
(Mr. Senarath)
It is Rs. 24,000.

Qe onfen e

(2@ @povsUr)

(Mr. Mustapha) :

Even at that price they are buying
them. The main thing is that they
are buying them today. There was a
time when a tractor was sold at
Rs. 12,000, but people did not have
the money to buy it. That is the
important thing, and that is what I
am trying to emphasize.

Now, my good Friend the hon.
Member for Devinuwara (Mr. de
Mel) said the other day that ‘the
benefits of this food production drive
are not going to the peasants. When
he said that I was for a moment won-
dering whether he was referring to
the situation that existed during their
regime or to the situation that 1Is
existing today. My good Friend from
Amparai knows that during their
regime a cultivator invariably got
Rs. 8 per bushel of paddy although
the guaranteed price was Rs. 12 per
bushel. For the sake of political ex-
pediency one should not deny that.
That is a fact. Actually, the produ-
cer at that time got about Rs. 8 or

Rs. 9 per bushel whereas the
guaranteed price was Rs. 12 per
bushel.

“hat is the position today ? The
guaranteed price today is Rs. 14 per
bushel but the producer sells his pro-
duce at Rs. 15 per bushel in the open
market. He is getting one rupee
more than the guaranteed price, and,
as a result, the managers of co-opera-
tive societies are chasing the produ-
cers to buy their requirements, for if
they wait for the producers to come
to the co-operative societies and sill
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their paddy, they will not be able to
purchase one grain. These managers
today go in lorries to the fields,
the threshing grounds, to buy the
paddy at Rs. 15 per bushel.

So, if there is a stage in the his-
tory of Ceylon when the full benefits
of food production have gone to the
producers, it is today. The paddy
producers today get the full price
for the paddy they produce, if not
a little more than the guaranteed
price.

I was amused when my Friend
tried to make out that some middie-
meny were making all the profit. That
was exactly the position during their
regime. All the money went into the
pockets of rice millers, co-operative
store managers, and middlemen, and,
in addition, people who gave loans
also made money. The actual predu-
cer was exploited during their time.
Today that position no longer exists
because greater and easier rural
credit facilities have been extended
to the masses by this Government.

The People’s Bank was no doubt
established by the last Government
—that was an excellent step—but it
did not serve the purpose for which
it was meant at that time, namely, ‘o
extend credit facilities to the rural
masses. It became another “ Bank of
Ceylon ” and functioned as such ex-
cept for the difference in the name.
It did not serve the purpose for
which it was established.

After this Government came to
power, the Board of Directors of the
People’s Bank have set up rural
banks. They have selected certain
good co-operative societies and cre-
ated banking departments in such
societies, advancing the necessary
money to them to give loans to the
rural people. As such, the people are
able even to pawn their jewelery and
obtain money from these institutions.
For a loan of Rs. 500 there is no
security needed. It can be had over
the counter on a fellow member
guaranteeing the loan. Therefore,
there is no need for the agricultural
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go through the laborious and tedious
process that obtains at the People’s
Bank before a loan is granted. The
committee of the rural bank knows
the persons who apply for loans and
they are given for the asking;
Therefore, the peasant is on a better
footing.

eBEs Scw.

(8. QFarrg)

(Mr. Senarath)

Is that why they do not repay the
loans ?

Qe onfen Scn.

(@)U wpovsLT)

(Mr. Mustapha) :

A substantial portion of the loans
has been repaid.

As my hon. Friend is aware, the
monsoon rains have failed in my
electorate and this has resulted in a
crop failure. The Government Agent
has after investigation given time for
the repayment of loans. What is
wrong in that ?

During the last four years the
office worker has becen given an
increase on three occasions. When the
Government devalued the rupee,
some workers were given an allow-
ance. Before that, in the last Budget
an interim allowance was paid to
certain categories of officers. So the
rise in the cost of living did not
affect them adversely.

Then, Sir, during the last four years
one cannot fail to observe that there
has been a complete absence of
strikes. What is the cause of strikes ?
Dicontentment among the workers.
So if there has been no strike it is
not because of the charming faces of
Hon. Ministers but because employees
have felt that they have no real
grievance on which to strike and
because good relations have prevailed
hetween employer and employee.

During the last fifteen years
government servants have not had
an increase in salary, except when the
last Government gave an allowance
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of Rs. 17.50 to certain categories of
officers. When Mr. S. W. R. D. Ban-
daranaike was Prime Minister a
commission was appointed to go into
the question of the revision of
salaries. I was then Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance
and was entrusted with the task of
dealing with trade union representa-
tions. The stock reply given to
every trade union which made repre-
sentaitons was that a commision
was sitting to inquire into the whole
question of the revision of salaries
and that we had to await the report of
that commission. Even in respect of
anomalies the reply given to repre-
sentations made was that we did not
want to arrogate to ourselves the
powers that were vested in the com-
mission. The commission issued its
report in 1958 or 1959, but no effort
was made to implement the recom-
mendations of the commission for the
simple reason that there was no
money.

In those days when one went to
the Health Minister for a dispensary
the answer was that there were no
funds. When one went to the Minister
of Land for a channel the answer was
that there were no funds. When one
went to the Minister of Education for
a school the answer was that there
were no funds. Of course, there was
a spurt towards the very end—a
crash programme for the building of
schools.

oy 25Y Bk
(Csarrer aiaref] pruiss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
It was a terrible crash !

Qe movfen @cs.

(@)L apewsLimr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

No doubt all these electorates got
a few buildings but the people were
not going to be fooled. And even
that came on us; we had to foot the
bill of their crash programme !


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

923
Suddm vmy emY®sm, 1969-70

[8ed oofesn @]

Then, my hon. Friend spoke of
unemployment. That is, I think, a
problem to which the Government
‘must pay serious attention. This is
not a question that troubles only
Members of the Opposition. We our-
selves have taken up this question at
the Government Group meetings. We
have taken it up very forcefully. In
fact a very serious effort is being
‘made by the Government to solve this
problem at least partially. The Cabinet
Sub-Committee is going into this
problem.

But there is a difference between
the method that they used to solve
problems and the method that this
Government is adopting to solve its
problems. What did they do to solve
the unemployment problem ? They
packed the C. W. E. with all their
supporters just before the elections
and hundreds of people were appoint-
ed by them on chits sent by Members
of Parliament.

¢ cwmBwm 888N .

(8. 19 Qeriisr &Heui sar)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena) \

What about the C. T. B.? You are
doing better than us.

Qe mnfen e

(2@ pevsLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

Our solution of this problem is
quite different. Unless we have a
stable economy and unless we achieve
a higher rate of economic growth, this
problem will ever remain unsolved.
It is by increasing the food production
in this country, by increasing the in-
dustrial production of this country,
by establishing tourism on a better
footing, by establishing new indus-
tries and by putting the fishing in-
dustry on a good footing that the
educated youth of this country ecan
be profitably employed.

It is very easy for us to provide
employment. But for how long ?
After the elections, somebody else

Bewidn @75 @edaces
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will be put to the trouble of retrench-
ing the people that we have employed.
That is all that will happen.

I will be failing in my duty if I do
not refer to the problem of education
in a very brief way. I find, Sir, that
even your leader, the hon. Membe:
for Jaffna (Mr. Ponnambalam) vir-
tually confined his speech to certain
problems connected with education.

Sir, several people have a habit of
blaming the Hon. Minister of
Education. I sometimes feel that he
has done a good job of work. For in-
stance, he has a system for effecting
transfers, and he is developing
education on some method.

There was a time, about five years
ago, when no sooner you went to the
Minister and asked for a maha vid-
yalaya than the name board of a
school was changed and that school
became a maha vidyalaya. That
happened. We Members of Parlia-
ment are not unaware of this game.
From 1956 what happened ? When
you went to the Minister with a list
of ten names of teachers who should
be transferred out immediately, the
order was made and off they went.
Then when you gave a list of fifteen
names of persons who should be
transferred in, those fifteen teachers
came in. Then, when you do not like
the face of one teacher, you give an-
other list with that name included in
it, and that man too goes away. So,
when it was like this the Education
Department premises used to be full
of teachers asking for transfers. But
that is just not possible today.

The Minister has quite categorically
told Members of Parliament that he
would not be able to run the schools
by catering to the personal comforts
of teachers and that he would have
to see first to the needs of the school-
going population, the children.

Now, in the matter of establishing
maha vidyalayas there is a method.
For instance, in the case of the
Amparai District, there is a separate
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maha vidyalaya in the Sinhala
speaking area and a separate maha
-vidyalaya in the Tamil speaking area
for the people of the Amparai Dis-
trict. Each school has all the neces-
sary facilities. For the Tamil speaking
area of the Amparai District he has
selected one maha vidyalaya to which
maha vidyalaya children from other
maha vidyalayas could come for their
higher education. You cannot provide
advanced level education in science
with all facilities in every maha
vidyalaya. After all, what is the num-
ber of students who are going to
study science in the advanced level
classes from one education district ?
At best it will be a fifty or a hundred.
Of course in Jaffna it may be even
5,000, but in our areas it will be about
100.

So, the Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion has for the first time selected
one maha vidyalaya. He has given
that maha vidyalaya a science labo-
ratory, a commerce unit, a play-
ground, and now a Siyawasa library
is being built.

But, Sir, teachers have not been
appointed on a regional basis.
Science teachers have been appoint-
ed to teach science and most of the
science teachers who can teach
through the medium of Tamil are
from Jaffna.

Sir, we have a maha vidyalaya to
teach science, at the Advanced Level
but we have unfortunately no
graduates to teach science, and I
have been troubling the Minister of
Education a number of times to
send three teachers to teach biology,
mathematics and physics.

Sir, to be fair to the Hon. Minister
of Education, he made an order cn
three or four occasions transferring
certain teachers, but they went to
their respective Members of Parlia-
ment and had their transfers can-
celled. At one stage a particular
M. P.—I have no reason to hide his
identity—the hon. Member for Jaffna
had gone right up to the Hon. Prime
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Minister to get the transfer of a
teacher cancelled. I became very
angry about it and I took up this
matter with the Hon. Prime Minister.
[ think the hon. Member referred to
a certain Colleague from the Eastern
Province and obviously he was re-
ferring to me, because all these
teachers were transferred to Ninta-
vur Maha Vidyalaya. If there is
political interference in the transfer
of teachers to schools where they
are actually required, I do not think
that we can make any headway in
the matter of higher education. I
should have expected a leader of a
political party to sympathize with
the students and see that the teach-
ers are sent to this area which does
not have a sufficient number of
science teachers. Instead of persuad-
ing the teachers to go and teach in
those areas, to say that we are trying
to win elections at the cost of trans-
ferring teachers or interfering with
the education provided in Jaffna, is, to
say the least, most uncharitable, be-
cause Jaffna is well served by schools
and teachers.

If this attitude is persisting then I
can only say this. I will insist on the
Education  Department selecting
graduates on a regional basis. We
will say that none of the vacancies
in the Batticaloa schools should be
filled by teachers from Jaffna ; that
vacancies in Batticaloa schools
should be filled by graduates from
the Batticaloa District or the Ampa-
rai District; though they may be
slightly lower in grade we shall
prefer to have somebody rather than
have nobody at all.

In fact, the two teachers who were
transferred have not reported for
duty though they have been told
that if they do not report they wiil
be considered as having vacated their
posts. What is this discipline ? The
Government is not going to crash by
serving vacation notice on two
teachers if that is the only way to
maintain discipline among teachers
and public servants. If this does not
go through I will go to the Minister
with the names of three graduates
from the Batticaloa District and
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insist on their being appointed to
this particular school because we
have as much right to teachers as
anybody else in this country. It is the
first and foremost duty of the Gov-
ernment to send teachers wherever
they are required.

Then, Sir, the hon. Member for
Walapane (Mr. T. B. M. Herath) is
in the habit of repeating the same
thing over and over again during the
course of a Budget Debate. He was
talking about land alienation to capi-
talists. I think the then Minister of
Finance, Dr. N. M. Perera, in 1964
gave a moratorium because he want-
ed hidden money to come out. He
said, “If you declare your assets by
such and such a date, I will relieve
you of income tax, or you will not be
penalized. ” He gave that concession
to enable the hoarded money to come
out.

We have done it in a different way.
This Government wants more and
more people to produce paddy, and
more and more paddy to be produced
anywhere in this country. Who are
the people who have been given this
land—these extents of 1,000 acres and
000 acres ? They have been given to
people with large financial resources.
I do not know whether my hon.
Friend has been to some of these
farms. I have been to these lands and
I think these people have done a very
very creditable job of work. I think
the money that they have spent on
developing this land, in bringing this
land under cultivation, must be run-
ning into lakhs. Who is the peasant
who can spend so much money ? As
a result of more money being invest-
ed on development of this land, more
and more people are being employed.
I went to a farm where no less than
100 people are working. They are
being paid wages. They are living on
the land. That is what is called eco-
nomic activity. What else do you call
economic activity ? The more econo-
mic activity we have the easier will
be the solution to the unemployment
problem. If we confine ourselves to
giving two acres to a peasant it is a
good thing. Even that is being done,
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on the one hand. While not interfer-
ing with that kind of alienation, the
Government had thought it necessary
to alienate large extents of land to
people who have money, so that they
may help in the food production
effort of the Government.

I would conclude by saying that
this Government has done its best
under the inspiring leadership of the
Hon. Prime Minister, Mr. Dudley
Senanayake. No Prime Minister has
walked miles and miles through
muddy paddy fields. In fact, it is not
the business of a Prime Minister to
do that. When he came to Amparai—
my good Friend will bear testimony
to it thought he is in the Opposition—
the Hon. Prime Minister walked two
to three miles through muddy fields.
Why ? Because he wanted the pea-
sants to feel that to produce food is
the noblest duty a patriotic citizen
can perform today. Time and again he
has paid the highest tribute to the
peasants of this country. Representing
as I do a rural electorate, I know that,
whoever may let the Hon. Prime Min-
ister down, the peasants and workers
of this country will stand by him at
the next elections.

&g. &, 6.50

U .

(8. Qsarrs)

(Mr. Senerath)
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(Mr. K. W. Devanayagam—Kalkudah)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me at the
outset congratulate the Hon. Minister
of Finance on having created history
in this country by introducing the
fifth consecutive Budget of any
Government. He has introduced it
very successfully. An unassuming
and simple working man, he has per-
formed a Herculean task. When this
Government came to power in 1965
it inherited a completely empty ex-
chequer. That economic morass an
financial debacle this Government
has, to some extent, changed into a
state of progress.

In 1956, when the S. L. F. P.
Government came to power, it inheri-
ted foreign assets totalling over
£ 1,000 million. Yet, the two S.L.F.P.
regimes completely impoverished
this country. Thereafter, it fell to
the lot of the present Hon. Minister
of Finance to achieve a measure of
economic progress. He succeeded in
doing that in spite of the fact that
during the last four years the prices
of one of our principal products, the
one that brings us much-needed
foreign exchange, have been
declining, so much so that the coun-
try suffered a loss to the tune of
about Rs. 530 million. In spite of this
loss, the economy of this country has
been so capably handled that it is in a
stable position today.
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It being 8 P.M., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate tn be resumed on Saturday, 16th
August 1969.
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Motion made, and Question ©roposed.

“That the House do now adjourn.”—
[The Hon. Wanninayake.]

MO Lweles Sed.
(Bm. srweaf) euwi@flu)
(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, last evening
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr.
N. M. Perera) raised a matter regard-
ing the results of the last G. C. L.
(Ordinary Level) Examination. I
think he has got his facts mixed up
and I should like, with your permis-
sion, to place on record the correct
position.

The next G. C. E. (Ordinary Level)
Examination is due to commence on
14.12.1969. Over three lakhs of can-
didates are expected to enter for this
examination. It was necessary to
close applications for this examina-
tion on 15th August 1969 to enable all
preliminary work to be done in time.
For this reason the results of the last
G. C. E. (Ordinary Level) Examina-
tion had to be released as early as
possible before 15th August. They
were actually released con 6.8.69. The
marks of approximately 2,000 candi-
dates were not available at the time
these results were released due io
non-receipt of marks. However, the
results of the remaining 281,000
candidates could not be withheld on
this account. This procedure is not
unusual as some marks have always
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been found to be outstanding when

the results of previous exami-
nations were released as well.

In previous years the time taken
to release the results of this exami-
nation with a smaller number of
candidates was approximately five
months. On this occasion results have
been released within 3% months of the
termination of the examination. It
will be seen, therefore, that the
results of this examination are not
late. On the contrary, they have been
released earlier than on any previous
occasion. In the case of candidates
who have not received complete
results, supplementary results are
being issued as and when they
become available. It has been found
that in one or two instances certain
punching errors have occurred
because of wrong index numbers
given by candidates. These are being
reviewed. This type of mistake occurs
in other countries too where mass
scale data have to be punched.

Schools and private candidates who
have not been able to finalize their
entries for the next examination
owing to non-receipt of their com-
plete results will be able to obtain an
extension of time for sending in their
entries. A notification to this effect
is being published.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly ct 8.1
p.M. until 10 A.v. on Saturday,
16th August 1969, pursuant to

the Resolution of the House of
2nd August 1969.
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