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The House met at 10 a.m., MR. SPEAKER
E}‘lﬁg Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY CoOREA] in the
air.
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Ordered to be referred to the Public
Petitions Committee.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

DN BN D D)

(& LIT BT LIGT 96U T &eT )
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 5.
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(Mr. D. P. Atapattu—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of State)

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Food would like to have one
month’s time to answer this
Question.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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CASE AGAINST ANURADHAPURA PRESERVATION
BOARD BY MRS. S. JESUDASAN
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(Mr. K. B. Ratnayake—Anuradhapura)
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asked the Minister of Scientific
Research and Housing: (a) Is he
aware that the house of Mrs. Soma-
latha Jesudasan of Air Port Road,
Anuradhapura, was demolished by
the Preservation Board and that
Mrs. Jesudasan filed action in the
Magistrate’s Court of Anuradhapura
against the Chairman and other
officials of the Preservation Board ?
(b) Will he state the names and
designations of the accused in this
case ? (¢) Who were the counsel who
appeared for these accused ? (d) Will
he state their names, the number of
times they appeared, and the fees
paid to each of them for each
appearance ? (e) Is he aware that
these fees were paid from the
Anuradhapura Preservation Board
funds ? (f) What was the total cost
to the board as legal expenses
regarding this case? (g) What was
the result of this case ?

ad 98. & 8. LwddAm (Seswy
0 slowuem m Bw §OB)

(CQserrey erib. 0. ord. equour sear—ailes
@ e Duiey GFL_GNIOLIL) YEHLOF T )

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—
Minister of Scientific Research and

Housing)

(a) Yes. (b) Mr. T. B. Dalugala,
Works Overseer, Mr. Walter Silva,
Land Overseer, Mr. S. C. Gunadasa,
Sanitary Overseer, Mr. D. P. de Lane-
rolle, Public Health Inspector, Mr. M.
Rasanayagam, Public Health Inspec-
tor, Mr. P. G. Ariyadasa, Driver, Mr.
S. M. John, Labourer, Mr. Prema-
tunga, Labourer, Mr. Sinniah,
Labourer, Mr. Piyasena, Labourer,
Mr. Pubilis, Labourer, Mr. Prema-
tilleke, Labourer, Mrs. Marynona,
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Police Matron, Mr. K. D. M. C. Ban-
dara, Chairman, Mr. T. G. Peiris,
General Manager, Mr. T. B. Gal-
gamuwa, Office Assistant, Mr. D. P.
Karunaratne, Land Officer. (c) G. E.
Chitty, Esq., Q.C., Sinha Basnayake,
Esq., Advocate, Colombo, and S.
Nadarajah, Esq., Proctor, S.C., Anu-
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radhapura. (d) (i) G. E. Chitty, Esq.,.

'Q.C., appeared thrice, and for each

appearance he was paid at the rate of
Rs. 2,625. (ii) Sinha Basnayake, Esq.,.
Advocate, appeared thrice, on 30.10..
1968, 9.4.1968 and 7.4.1969. He was
paid Rs. 1,260, Rs. 1,242.50 and

Rs. 630 respectively.

(iii) S. Nadarajah Esq., Proctor 5.0, appeared 16 times :

Appeared on 12. 2.68 and paid Rs. 52 50

Do. 9.368 do. Rs 52 50

Do. 9. 468 do. Rs. 52 50

Do. 15.6.68 do. Rs. 52 50

Do. 20.7.68 do. Rs. 52 50

Do. 7. 868 do. Rs. 105 O

Do. 9. 868 do. Rs. 52 50

Do. 20. 868 do. Rs. 52 50

Do. 21. 8.68 do. Rs. 52 50

Do. 1. 968 do. Rs. 52 50

Do. 301068 do. Rs. 1056 0O

Do. 7.11.68 do. Rs. 52 50

Do. 16.12.68 do. Rs. 105 0

Do. 26.169 do. Rs. 106 O

Do. 23.269 do. Rs. 1056 0O

Do. 7. 469 do Rs. 1056 O

Rs. . 1,156 O

(e) Yes (f) Rs 13,271

: Re -0
G. B. Chitty, Esq. Total amount paid, including consultation fees 5 8,977 50

Sinha Basnayake, HEsq., Advocate. Total amount paid, including
consul*ationifees .. o = = 3,132 056
S. Nadarajah, Bsq., Proctor, S.C. Fees paid 1,155 0
Stamp duty = e 6 0
13271 O

(g) Case was withdrawn by the comp'ainant.

DN 5NN

(aru;rr&;;rm&rn" co,),ramffseir)

(Mr. Speaker)

The Answers to Questions that have
not been asked and which have been
received from the Ministries will be
published as Written Answers. One
month’s time has been asked for the
purpose of answering @Questions 2
and 8. I allow the time asked for.

w8 oY eIy,
1969-70
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[2nd August.]

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time ”.—[The Hon. Wanninayake.]

Question again proposed.
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(Bm. Cs. Gery. GCseprisb—sp
L)

(Mr. K. W. Devanayagam—Kalkudah)

Mr. Speaker, yesterday I referred
to the Herculean task faced by the
Hon. Minister of Finance because,
although in 1956 the S.L.F.P. took
over office with an abundant foreign
reserve, in 1965 when the present

Government came into power that
entire foreign reserve had been dep-
leted and, in fact, he inherited an
empty exchequer, completely bank-
rupt of finances, so much so that it
was difficult for the country to pay
even for one week’s rations. From
this difficult situation, through a
superhuman effort on the part of the
Hon. Minister of Finance, the coun-
try’s finances have been brought, may
be not to normality, but to a position
in which day by day the economy of
the country is growing.

We pride ourselves in the fact that
we are independent. We have been
independent for 21 years now and
have thus attained the age of majo-
rity. May I ask, are we truly indepen-
dent in the correct sense of the word,
because without economic indepen-
dence there is no meaning in
independence ?  Successive Prime
Ministers have come and gone but not
one of them concentrated his atten-
tion on economic independence, and
it was left to the genius of the present
Hon. Prime Minister to initiate the
food drive which, under his personal
supervision and through the efforts
and dedication to duty of the Minis-
try of Agriculture and also the Minis-
try of Land, Irrigation and Power,
has become a concrete reality. I was
happy, in fact, yesterday to hear some
hon. Members of the Opposition ad-
mitting this fact but with a reserva-
tion. They admit that there is a
kind of impetus given to agriculture ;
they admit there is some kind of
activity ; nevertheless, they say there
is no real food production and that
the farmer has not received benefits.

BewlBxs O5I5) DG
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I must congratulate the hon. Mem-
ber for Galagedera (Mr. W. M. G. T.
Banda) for the able manner in which
he demolished the arguments of the
Opposition, especially those of the
hon. Member for Amparai (Mr. Sena-
rath). In simple words, with simple
facts, and without reference to econo-
mic theories, he completly annihilat-
ed the arguments of the hon. Member
for Amparai.

May I tell the Opposition that, how-
ever much they may try to build up
arguments based on wrong data and
try to discredit the Government’s
efforts in the food drive—as the hon.
Member for Amparai attempted to do
—the ordinary farmer will not be mis-
led by any kind of campaign against
the food drive. Yesterday, the hon.
Member for Amparai made a startling
revelation, namely, that one bushel of
paddy is equal to 15 measures of rice,
and on the basis of that erroneous
data he built up all his arguments.
This is how the entire picture of food
production is misrepresented in the
country.

I must also, in passing, refer
to the hon. Member for Bulathsinhala
(Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe) . He tried
to make out that the entire foreign
exchange that is being expended
on the food drive is not in propor-
tion to the benefit that this country
derives. He pinpointed the fact that
we have imported thousands of
tractors and we have spent an enor-
mous amount of foreign exchange.
I must tell him that the foreign ex-
change that is invested in the tractors
is a capital investment and that must
be distributed over ten years. In fact,
when you take into account what is
invested in an acre of paddy and the
increased production from 36.3
million bushels to 64.6 million
bushels, the comparison is simply
overwhelming and anybody can see
that the benefit we derive out
of food production is much more
than the total amount of foreign ex-
change that we spend in the effort
that is being made to produce our
own food in this country.

I must say that it is true that in a
democratic country like ours with a
parliamentary system an Opposition
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is a necessary adjunct, but the Oppo-
sition need not oppose for the mere
sake of opposing. It may be politics
but it is not statesmanship, and it is
not in the interests of the develop-
ment of this country.

The agriculture of this country has
been revolutionized during the short
period of 4 or 5 years and it is because
of this revolution that it is possible
for us to say that the economy of this
country is in a stable state. I must at
this juncture commend the Agricul-
ture Department for the services that
are rendered. If not for the extension
service, the field lay and the other
necessary instructions that have been
given to the farmer, it would not have
been possible to achieve what has
been achieved. Today every farmer is
really instructed in the most modern
methods of production. This is
because of the effort of the Agricul-
ture Department. I say that because
in my area the agricultural officers
are working very hard and they have
done a very good job. It is because of
that that the ordinary farmer today
is not the farmer he was four or five
years ago. He knows how to select
his seed, he knows what fertilizer he
has to put into his field, he knows
triple phosphate or urea and in what
proportion he has to use it, he knows
the time when he has to use his in-
secticide, he knows when he has to
use his weedicide and he also knows
how he must even prevent theft.
These are all a result of the food
campaign that has been started by
this Governmerit. From now onwards
the ordinary farmer will carry on
from day to day and it will pass on
from father to son so that it will not
be necessary for us to give him
instructions in this kind of
cultivation.

Coming to production, the figures
speak for themselves. The production
has risen from 36.3 million bushels to
64.6 million bushels, almost double,
within four years, and the average
yield per acre from 34.1 bushels to
475 bushels, almost 35 per cent more
than in 1965. Not only have we taught
the farmer to do intensive cultivation,
we have also taught him to do exten-
sive cultivation. That is how a large
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extent amounting to 281,120 acres has
been brought under cultivation and
it has been possible to achieve this
result. The Opposition may say one
thing and another about the food pro-
duction campaign, but the fact is that
today the farmer, unlike the pcor
peasant that he was in those days, be-
longs to the moneyed gentry. The
farmer in this country used to be a
man without capital, a man who had
to depend on the boutique-keeper, a
man who had to depend on the small
capitalist for his investment. Buf
what is the position today ? The posi-
tion has entirely changed, and today
the boutique-keeper depends on the
farmer for his business ; there is more
money in the hands of the farmer.
The net result is that it is not only
the individual farmer who has bene-
fited but also the country.

It is to the credit of this Govern-
ment that for the first time in the his-
tory of this country this large class
of people, who compose 80 per cent
of the population of this country, has
been taken into its care. What did
previous governments do ? Whom did
they look after ? Trade unions have
been established, twenty one de-
mands were put forward, salary in-
creases have been asked for—for
whose benefit ? Not a thing had been
done for the poor farmer, and it is to
the credit of the Hon. Prime Minister
that he, a sturdy son of the soil, a
farmer himself, has taken the entire
population of farmers in this coun-
try into his special care. It is this
Governemnt that has realized there
is a class of people in this country
called farmers; it is this Govern-
ment that has taken steps to prevent
the poor farmer from being fleeced
by small capitalists; it is this
Government that has come forward
to give the farmers the capital they
need so that they can stand up and
maintain their self-respect.

Whatever propaganda the Opposi-
tion may carry on, and whatever they
may say, the fact, the concrete reality
is that the impact of the food pro-
duction campaign has been felt by
every single farmer in this country.
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The hon. Member for Galagedera
(Mr. W. M. G. T. Banda), a farmer
himself, in his speech last night based
his arguments on these simple facts
which I have just outlined. Those are
arguments that the Opposition cannot
break in their campaign against the
food drive. It is a reality which none
can deny that to the extent that we
have succeeded in our food drive we
have saved our foreign exchange.

The hon. Member for Bulathsin-
hala (Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe) in
his speech yesterday said that we
have not taken into account the re-
duction of the rice ration by one
measure, and that the saving effected
in foreign exchange is mainly due to
that. May I tell the hon. Member that
he has not taken into account the
amount of rice that is conserved for
consumption by the producers which
does not come into the G. P. S. figures
and therefore is not accounted for.
I say that the increased production
is much more than the total quantity
saved by the reduction of the rice
ration by one measure. So, whatever
arguments Members of the Opposi-
tion may adduce, they cannot
deny it, they cannot mislead and
beguile the farmer, because the im-
pact the food drive has made on him
is a thing that he will not forget for
a long time. In fact, his entire life has
been set on a different pedestal. The
position of this Government, which,
as I said, has for the first time in the
history of this country looked after
the interests of the peasants which
form 80 per cent of the population, is
that the peasants are the backbone of
this country.

Similarly, Mr. Speaker, the pro-
duction of subsidiary foodcrops
also has been improved. For exam-
ple now we are producing five times
more chillies than before. We
never dreamt of growing potatoes
in this country. Today we ara not
are not only growing it but also pro-
ducing it in large quantities. Similarly
increased production of onions has
contributed to the conservation of
fore.gn exchange in this country.
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Even though tea is the sterling-
earning product of this country, tea
prices have dropped to such an extent
that we sustain a loss of Rs. 530
million. In spite of this great adver-
sity and the fact that unfavourable
weather conditions resulted in reduc-
ed harvests, the figures show that the
economy of this country is growing
year by year. There is no greater
proof than this that the food drive
has come to stay and has steadied the
economy of this country.

Mr. Speaker, the time allotted to
me is very short. Despite that, I like
to make a few points on the cost of
living.

D TNED D

(FLT FTLET g{surimeir)

(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member’s time is over but
he can have another five minutes.

el dsnead .

(Eaw. Caugpruisid)

(Mr. Devanayagam)

There has been a great deal of talk
about the cost of living in this coun-
try. From 1952 onwards every article
and every commodity has gone up in
price, One has only to go outside to
any country in South-East Asia to
get a true picture. In our neigh-
bouring country of India where many
Ceylonese live, a sugar producing
country, the price of a pound of
sugar is Rs. 2 ; the price of a measure
of rice is Rs. 4. One of the govirajas
who went to India and came back is
from my area. He said that there is
no place like this country, Ceylon ;
it is a paradise compared to India.
The conditions prevailing there are
terriffic ; prices are so high. So, one
could not in fairness say that the
conditions in this country are so bad,
prices are so high, and the cost of
living is so high. It must be based on
a comparative study.

You cannot compare the 1952
standards with the present standards.
After all, the prices of commodities
have risen. Hence today the cost of
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living is high. You must calculate
the cost of living on a realistic basis.
In a developing country price rises
are unavoidable. A man will not
produce unless he is paid a fair price
for his product. He must have the
incentive to produce. If you do not
give the farmer a decent price for his
crop, he will not produce. Even
in industry, if we do not give a fair
price the industrialists will not pro-
duce. What is the incentive to pro-
duce ? Do you want us to stay stag-
nant all the time without giving the
ordinary man the necessary incentive
to produce ? No amount of persua-
sion or appeal to his patriotic feelings
could make a person produce more
food, unless money comes into his
pocket. That is the secret, Mr.
Speaker. It is on that basis that we
have given them higher prices for
their products.  Necessarily the
prices have to go up.

Mr. Speaker, it has been somehow
left to this Government to do some-
thing to supplement the earnings of
the salaried group. The Government
has on three occasions increased sala-
ries, and it now proposes to imple-
ment the recommendations of the
Salaries Commission.

One of the hon. Members of the
Opposition said that there are 14,000
unemployed graduates. May I say
this : the 14,000 unemployed gra-
duates did not come into being within
the years 1965-69. They came down
from 1956. How did you find em-
ployment for those unemployed gra-
duates then ? Must all the sins of
all the regimes be put on the head
of this Government, asking us to find
employment for the 14,000 unem-
ployed graduates? No doubt this
Government will make some kind of
provision and do its best to find em-
ployment for them.

Finally, I like to make one point
before I conclude my speech. The
newspaper “ Suthanthiran” which is
supposed to be the organ of the Fede-
ral Party—I do not know whether
it is being owned by Mr. S. J. V.
Chelvanayakam ; I do notjizead ndt
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myself ; I do not know whether any-
body else reads it except the federa-
lists—abuses everybody else in this
country. On 27th July it says:

“oouug @ersn s8p Gueih WSSEHLD @IGTTL
Senflsarmd ; awplsm @ysermd ! &kseral (hLeT
o oflen Gslss sSULGEGS SGH Bewrwm
smo |

24T, @, e ; @z,

@Uigs g mlusl apLin sl
Liflerwy,. @geupmwsin, eri.dl. *

Mr. Speaker, the incident to which
the hon. Member for Paddiruppu (Mr.
Rasamanickam) refers in this
statement occurred at a conference
of co-operative societies which was
presided over by the Hon. C. P. de
Silva. I was the president of that
association of co-operative societies
and the hon. Member for Paddi-
ruppu was a vice-president.
In one of the speeches made
by the hon. Member for Paddi-
ruppu he related a story the implica-
tion of which was that I, as a mem-
ber of the Government Party, was be-
ing favoured more than he and his
associates. In reply to that I also
related a story. I said that a certain
father had two sons, his natural son
and an adopted son. The father sud-
denly died and the adopted son said,
“ My father has died. As I am an
adopted son I have no inheritance.”
The natural son said, “ No, my father
has left a will in which he has left
me two-thirds of his wealth and you
one-third. That is only natural be-
cause you are an adopted son while
I am his natural son.”

Having related that little story I
said that it is only natural that I as
a person of the party should get more
than they. But what I said on that
occasion has been interpreted by this
paper to mean that I said that the
Tamil people have no right to ask for
anything from the Sinhalese.

What this paper says, Mr. Speaker,
is a tissue of falsehood. It abounds in
lies. In fact I would go so far as to
call the owner of this paper a mur-
derer, a person who hires writers, as
he would paid assassins, to assassi-
nate characters. But I would like to
intorm . the members of the Federal
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Party that whatever they may try to
do, however they may try to fling
mud, they cannot assassinate the
character of an honourable man.

In reply to their accusation that I
have received favoured treatment at
the hands of this Government, I
would like to tell you, Mr. Speaker,
and this House that during the entire
period when Senator Tiruchelvam
was the Minister of Local Govern-
ment not once did I enter the Minis-
try of Local Government to ask for
any favour because he discriminated
against me.

What is more, Sir, he discriminated
against even the First Member for
Batticaloa (Mr. Rajadurai) who
has related to me the story with
sorrow. The First Member for Batti-
caloa is a thorough gentleman. He
will not deny what I say. The then
Minister took the opponent of the
First Member for Batticaloa to his
electorate without the hon. Member.
So many other acts of a similar
nature have been done

If they can discriminate against
their own Members, if they can dis-
criminate against me, what is all this
talk of favoured treatment for me ?
Our Government does not discrimi-
nate. Just because I have received
a little more it cannot be said that I
have received favoured treatment.

After all, Sir, if I have got anything
from this Government, it is for the
benefit of the Tamil people of Kalku-
dah ; not for the Sinhalese. I tell
these persons who make accusations
of discrimination that if I have got
more for my electorate from this
Government it is for the Tamils and
the Muslims who live in that area.

The hon. Member for Paddiruppu
(Mr. Rasamanickam) said that no-
thing has been done for them. I say,
Sir, that if within the last four years
anything has been done for their
electorates, it has been done for the
purpose of gaining their “ lost rights ”.
They do not want economic growth ;
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they do not want bridges; they do
not want roads. They want to fight
for their lost rights!

After all this, how dare they come
here and even speak on the Budget ?
They have no interest in the econo-
mic growth of our country, or in the
economic growth of their electorates.
They are there to fight for their “lost
rights”. And they will do so, as I
have often said, until the last Tamil
in this country is no more.

They have also made the accusa-
tion that I am dividing the Tamils
in this country, that I am separa-
ting the Jaffna Tamils from the
Batticaloa Tamils. I do not want to
do that. I am not a leader. I do not
propose to be a leader like them
and lead the Tamils.

Look at the division in their own
North. When under the leadership
of Mr. Justice Nagalingam an
attempt was made to unite the
Tamils, who placed obstacles in the
way of those plans ? Who ran away
from the assembly? The Federal
Party. Their chief objective is to
lead the Tamils, not to unite them.
They want themselves to be leaders.

This idea of division is an old and
fossilized one. In the 17th century
when England was having her Ame-
rican colonies, it was the English
language that was spoken by the
Americans and the English, and they
built up a sturdy nation. People with

various ideas and  ideologies,
people used to wvarious condi-
tions of life, people with

various ways of thinking, lived toge-
ther and worked together. And they
have developed a virile nation. But
still the language they speak and
write is English. May I tell the peo-
ple from the North that similarly we
have to live under different condi-
tions. So, let us develop ourselves
alone, and the language will look
after itself. These are the few things
that I wish to tell the Federal Party.

DS 5N I

( FLIT BT wIET 9JoulT &6 )

(Mr. Speaker)

I think the hon. Member has told

them enough.
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(5. Coouprwush)

(Mr, Devanayagam)

In conclusion, I thank Hon.

Ministers for their kind co-operation
and the assistance given to me. I also

thank you, Sir, for the extra few
minutes given to me.
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“ MINISTER ASSURES UNEMPLOYMENT
PROBLEM WILL BE SOLVED BEFORE POLLS

‘The National Government will solve
the unemployment problem before it goes
to the polls next year’ said Mr. M. D.
Banda, Minister of Agriculture and Food,
at a meeting held in Thawalama in the
Hiniduma Electorate.”
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(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of In-
dustries and Fisheries)

On a point of Order, Sir. If the
hon. Member is making a speciiic
charge against another Member there
is a way of doing it—by way of a
substantive motion.
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(FLIT BTG BUT ST )
(Mr. Speaker)

He said “if there are any such
persons . He did not say that there
are.
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(FLr riisi ojeli&er)

(Mr. Speaker) A

I think what the Hon. Prime Min-
ister said has been misquoted. He did
not say that anybody has been accus-
ed of bribery ; what he said was that
he was prepared to allow any allega-
tion even against a Minister to be
gone into. He did not say that there
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(Mr. Speaker)

This is the Second Reading Debate.
The Hon. Member is now dealing
with matters which should properly
be dealt with during the Committee
stage. At this stage he should discuss

policy.
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(Mr. Rajadurai)
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(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The hon. Member
has already exceeded the time allotted
to him.

SHEeecl .

(8w @rrgmenr)
(Mr. Rajadurai)

I shall finish in another five
minutes.
D 5NEDN

(FUTBrST SjeulsEer)

(Mr. Speaker)

I cannot give the hon. Member
another five minutes because he has
already exceeded his time. His Whip
has allotted a certain number of
minutes for his speech. He had asked
for that time and was given that
time. He had undertaken to take only
20 minutes.

SEcedt Dw.
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(Mr. Rajadurai)
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‘. .the current revenue and expenditure
budget which one would call a rupee
budget. ”
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“There is now a detailed foreign
exchange budget.”
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egamuwet—a foreign aid budget—
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S  edamws’—deficit  budget—
B HODs.
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“Now, the Hon. Minister of Finance
in his first Budget speech stated that
he wished to give a certain direction of
policy in the Budget. He stated that the
principle of the Budget would be to pre-
vent inflation, Inflation, as you know, is
an insidious way of robbing the poor of
their savings, and it puts the cost of liv-
ing up. As such, he enunciated the prin-
ciple that his primary purpose would be
to stabilize prices and to prevent infla-
tion. He also stated that his Budget would
be one aimed at economic development.
— (OrrIciaL REPORT, 14th August 1969 ;
Vol. 86, cc. 608-9.)
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“Inflation, as you know, is an insidious
way of robbing the poor of their savings,
and it puts the cost of living up.”
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That is what you call statistical mani-
pulation, not statistical illustration.
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They are the people guilty of conspi-
cuous consumption and spending.
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“Most farmers’ earnings ‘fell below
poverty line’?”
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“Two thirds or more of farmers in
nine colonisation schemes had an income
standard that fell below the adequate

minimum of Rs. 3,000 per annum for
supporting a family decently.”
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“PDear Mr. Schweitzer,

The Government of the United
Kingdom requests of the International
Monetary Fund a stand-by arrangement
for a period of one year ....”
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“The purpose of this stand-by is to
support the Government’s economic
objectives and policies ....”
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“To get into tune with the rhythm of
the universe.”

That was a remark in rhythm

with the universe but it is
certainly not in tune with
the rhythm of our economy.
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“The theme of this Budget, as has been
the theme of all Budgets introduced by

this Government from 1965, has been
development ; ’—
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“how is this country to develop, the
public sector and the private sector.”-—
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“How is this country to develop, the
public sector and the private sector;
what are the measures that a State must
take either by capital investment in the
public sector or by inducements given to
the private sector to raise the national
income and to develop the economy of

this country ?—|[OFFICIAL REPORT,
13th August 1969 ; Vol. 86, c. 337.]
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House counted, and a Quorum not being
present, the Division Bells were ordered
to be rung.
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Later, a Quorum mnot being present,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned the House
without Question put, under Standing

Order No. 11.
Adjourned accordingly at
737 epMv. until 100 A on

Sunday, 17 August 1969, pursu-
ant to the Resolution of the
House of 2nd August 1969.
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MR. E. G. WICKREMANAYAKE, CONTRACTS
COMMISSIONER
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(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
When was Mr. E. G. Wickremana-
yake, Q.C., appointed commissioner
leading an inquiry into alleged
abuses of tenders and contracts in
Ceylon ? (b) How much has Mr.
Wickremanayake been paid up to
date ?
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(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme—
Minister of Public Works, Posts and
Telecommunications)
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(2) Mr. E. G. Wickremanayake,
Q.C., was appointed commissioner

on 22nd October 1965. (b) He has
been paid Rs. 156,000 up to date.
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asked the Minister of Land, irriga-
tion and Power: (a) How many
special leases of land have been gran-
ted under the Special Leases Scheme
since March 1965 ? (b) What is the
total acreage given out as special
lease since March 1965 ? (¢) How
many lessees have made satisfactory
progress by at least cultivating half
the extent alienated to them ? (d)
How many special leases have now
been cancelled ? (e) What is the total
acreage so cancelled ?
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader of
the House) -
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(d) 387 selectees were put in
possession of special lease lands for
subsidiary food crops and 22 selec-
tees for animal husbandry. (b)
Allottees were put in possession of
56,988 acres. This includes 13,200
acres of land given for animal hus-
bandry. (c) The lands were given
on a five-year development pro-
gramme. As per returns, 269 lessees
have on the whole made satisfactory
progress. (d) 118 leases were can-
celled. (e) The total acreage
cancelled is 17,933 acres.
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GRADUATE REGISTRANTS AT EMPLOYMENT
EXCHANGES
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asked the Minister of Labour and
Employment : (a) How many gradu-
ates who are unemployed have been
registered for employment at employ-
ment exchanges? (b) When will
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steps be taken to find employment
for them ? (¢) How many of them
will be found employment before the

end of the current Session of Parlia-
ment ?
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(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Minister
of Labour and Employment)
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(a) 936. (b) Steps are being
taken to find employment for them,
as and when suitable vacancies occur.
(c) This will depend on the availa-
bility of suitable graduate employ-
ment opportunities.
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ombo Central)
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asked the Minister of Health: Tn
view of the assurance given by him
to the Ceylon Estate Staffs’ Union
several months ago that “steps will
be taken to make the necessary
amendments to the existing legisla-
tion to entitle qualified apothecaries
of 20 years of service to private prac-
tice ”, will he state when the neces-
sary amending legislation will be
presented to this House ?

o&5 S, &¢.
)

(Qsorras . orev. @aﬂ@pruéa—&&w‘@w T

o’ BNBNGD  (cwmun

DY EIUDF FIT )

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake—Mainister
of Health)
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Action is being taken to present
the amending Bill in Parliament
early in this Session to entitle
qualified apothecaries of 20 years of
service to be registered by the
registrar as being entitled to prac-
tise medicine and surgery.
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