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The House met at 10 aA.m., MR. DEPUTY
SPEAKER [MR. S. C. SHIRLEY] in the
Chair.
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PAPERS PRESENTED

Supplementary Estimate No. 45 of 1966-
67.—[The Hon. C. P. de Silva on behalf
of the Prime Minister, Minister of De-
fence & External Affairs, Minister of
Planning & Economic Affairs, & Minister
of Information & Broadcasting.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Supplementary Estimate No. 42 of 1966-
67.—[The Hon. C. P. de Silva on behalf

of the Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Supplementary Estimate No. 41 of
1966-67.—[The Hon. C. P. de Silva on
behalf of the Minister of State.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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Rule made under Section 47 of the
Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Act (Cap.
113) —[The Hon. M. D. Banda on behalf
of the Minister of Home Affairs.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

(1) Food Control Order No. 258 made
under Section 4 (1) of the Food Control
Act {Cap, 171);

(2) The Audited Accounts of the
National Milk Board for the year 1964,
together with the Auditor-General’s Re-
port.—[The Hon. M. D. Banda.]

Celun 9w BIs wPuE Bewlo DM CE.
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Supplementary Estimates Nos. 43 and
44 of 1966-67.—[The Hon. Wanninayake.]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Two sets of By-laws made under Sec-
tions 152 and 156 of the Town Councils
Ordinance (Cap. 256).—[The Hon. M. D.
Banda. on behalf of the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local Gov-
ernment and to the Minister of Informa-
tion & Broadcasting).
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suri g Bo @orss sCL sl o L g).

Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

May I inquire whether a Petitions
Committee has been appointed to
deal with petitions ?
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The Committee has not yet been
set up. It will be set up very soon.
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Ordered to be referred to the Public
Petitions Committee.
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs :
(a) Is he aware that the voters’ list
in respect of the polling district of
Thirunalvali J|34 in the Nallur elec-
torate was found to be very defective
and the gramasevaka of the area ad-
mitted that he had deleted all the
names of voters except those of the
Federal Party from the voters’ list ?
b) Is he aware that an inquiry was
eld into this; three charges were
ramed against the gramasevaka ; and
{gfat the inquiry, the gramasevaka had
UJadmitted his fault ? (c) Is he aware
¢/) that both the D. R. O. and the election
officer found the gramasevaka guilty
of the charges framed against him ?
(d) What action has been taken
against the gramasevaka ? (e) If no
action has been taken, why not ?
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(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance—on
behalf of the Minister of Home Affairs)
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CART ROAD TO BATAKANDA COLONY
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a)Is he aware that the
road to the Batakanda Colony in the
D. R. O’s division of A. K. K. NB,
Colombo District, had not been re-
paired since the inauguration of the
colony and that the colony is not ac-
cessible other than by foot ? (b) Will
he take steps to construct a cart road
by the end of the current calendar
year ? (c) If not, why ? (d) If every
assistance is given will he release at
least a D4 tractor to the D. R. O,
A. K. K. NB,, who will arrange for a
shramadana service, and if not, why ?
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(The Hon. C. P. de _Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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MR. S. M. ABEYRATNA : TRANSFER FROM
N/MAHENA WEWATENNA SCHOOL
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(Mr. Jayakody—on behalf of Mr. T. B.
M. Herath—Walapane)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that Mr. S. M. Abeyratna, who was
serving as the Acting Headmaster of
N/Mahena Wewatenna School, was
transferred to N/Makempe School ?
(b) Who was transferred to
N/Mahena Wewatenna School
instead of this teacher and from
where ? (¢) Will he state the educa-
tional qualifications of each of these
two teachers ? (d) Will he disclose
the reasons for these transfers ? (e)
If not, why ?
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(Mr. D. P. Atapattu—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of State—on
behalf of the Minister of Education)
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CHENA LAND FOR BINTENNA PEASANTS
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(Mr. Jayakody—on behalf of
Mr. Somaratne Senerath—Amparai)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Is he aware that
the grant of forest land for highland
cultivation to the farmers of Bintenna
Pattu, who live by chena cultivation,
has been stopped ? (b) What are the
reasons for discontinuing the grant of
forest land on temporary permits for
chena cultivation ? (c¢) Will he take
action, as early as possible, to grant
the land on both sides of the Maha
Oya-Amparai road to the landless
peasants of the Bintenna area so that
they may engage in chena cultivation
with their own efforts without any
assistance from Government ?

a5 8 8. ¢ B
(Qzorrey &. 1F- 9. Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(g) Bs¥onsys s75ed ROV KS)
cef sy ecnSonsy JCuy B DS
$HBsn D). () e 8. (9)
cefB® emBdmvens @Bl HSe@
geoBsy ewldm OwEDodsy &
Dendnsd ey gedwswsy 89,
PnRw-g8ened wé eccumld OB
08® wud®axYVewsy BBedven D5y
com ©5 Ged. 00 ©ded v
=TI gmé @ 98 cFsy ©wwd
B Been 80 5Pesd yé mm. MO ¢
6® yodaw MRIOC DHHES 2 G20
PR @.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3693

28m 8&n&
28, oo dw. (B
Ba)
(8. . QsarerGCsrer—mpssQar
ig01)

(Mr. M. Tennakoon—Nikaweratiya)

SfBen Qa®IEE xS 3@
Beides 9RO A o BOO dcsy &80
FPOBY&s How DS ?

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaerrey &. 1§ 19. Heoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

T DT DO . SO S &
90 8 @D,

. oMY By .

(Bm- erb. QuerenGCarer)

(Mr. M. Tennakoon)

DBO® BB O wdes Sew® VG
Ped DCw wldeny IO 9a® 9F ¢ 83w
ey O® 9B® PFNAB® BBWMwWHO B
OB Hwww DEHNE ?

a5 8. 8. ¢ 8Fa

(Qzerrar &. 1F- 19 HAoveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

8. F. 8. 9e7 DCwO 206 & BeAmh.
DB 0edT DK 85 ® erndesd
ey SO wewn 6wfdsn DeEsY
88T 6 A DO  ¥ODAH. dend

DD .

ecBRS0 dYeowm | ommddiwedd
2062 g P& DS

QsadCurallons QsnE S SEser : s s
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(Dr. N. M. Perera—on behalf of Mr. D.
P. R. Weerasekera—Dechiowita)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
As the (1) Panawala-Maniyangama,
(2) Dehiowita-Eheliyagoda  (via
Panawala), (3) Dehiowita-Deraniya-
gala, (4) Deraniyagala-Nooriya, (5)
Deraniyagala-Miyanawita, (6)
Atulugama-Kahangama, (7) Paraka-
duwa-Digowa, (8) Digowa-Manik-
kande, (9) Imbulpitiya-Manikkande
roads are in a state of disrepair, when
will he provide the necessary money
and give the necessary instructions
to the Public Works Department to
repair them ? (b) If not, why ?
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(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health—on behalf of the Minister of

Public Works, Posts and Telecommuni-
cations)
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Some of these roads are very
important, for example, the Dehi-
owita-Deraniyagala road. It is one
of the main roads. It is in a very
bad condition and the repairs must
be undertaken quickly. I hope the
Parliamentary Secretary will draw
the attention of the Minister to these
facts.
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CONCILIATION BOARD, PANAWAL KORALE
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(Dr. N. M. Perera—on behalf of
Mr. Weerasekera)
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Justice: (a) Is
he aware that no less than sixteen
out of the twenty members, including
the president, nominated by him to
the Conciliation Board of the Pana-
wal Korale, as given in the Ilist
attached to his letter en 199/65 of
99.3.1967, belong to a certain political
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party and that the fact that they
belonged to that political party has
been a special qualification ? (b) Is
he aware that the appointment of
members to a conciliation board on
political considerations is prejudicial
to justice and fairplay ? (c) If so,
why were appointments made in
such manner? (d) What action
does he propose to take in this con-

nection ? (e) Will he dismiss this
board ? (f) If so, when? (g) If
not, why ?

ey 9w (RS OB
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(Mr. Atapattu—on behalf of the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice)

(a) Representations have been made
to that effect but I have not verified
them. Various parties do make their
recommendations of persons who, in
their opinion, are suitable for appoint-
ment to conciliation boards. In every
case, these names are submitted 1o
the Member of Parliament represent-
ing the constituency in which the area
falls. Such a list of names for the
Panawal Korale was submitted to the
M.P. for Dehiowita. A person’s party

affiliation is neither a qualification
nor a disqualification for membership
of a conciliation board. Indeed, mea-
sures are adopted to ensure that a
person’s party affiliation does not
operate to a person’s advantage or
disadvantage, that his appointment is
not opposed or supported by the M.P.
on that ground alone. The M.P. for
Dehiowita who had the list in his
hands for three months, expressed no
disapproval of any of the persons
named in the list submitted to him,
leading me to the inference that they
were, at least in his opinion, suitable
for appointment. (b) Yes. (c) The
appointments were not based on poli-
tical considerations. (d) It is not pro-
nosed to take any action. (e) No. (f)
Does not arise. (g) Does not arise.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This Answer is quite different from
the statement made by the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice in his speech in the Budget
Debate.

gmeny 5y .

(B 9ssus55)
(Mr. Atapattu)

I could very conveniently have said
all that, but there was this Answer
to this Question. If any further ques-
tions arise, I shall answer in that
manner.
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PENSION TO WIDOW OF MR. K. A.
SIMON SINGHO
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—on behalf
of Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)
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asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Is he aware that Mr. K. A. Simon
Singho—pension fund No. 47370—
died on 26th June 1966 ? (b) Will he
state the reason for the delay in
making the widow’s pension payment
due to Mrs. M. G. Baby Hamine of
Kumbalgama, Matara, widow of the
late Mr. Simon Singho ? (c) Will he
take action to pay early the pension
due to Mrs. Baby Hamine ? (d) If not,
why ?
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON
RENT RESTRICTION
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—on behglf
of Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Local Government
and to the Minister of Information

1967 oS @S 7

3702
28w 884
& Broadcasting: (a¢) Has he re-
ceived the report of the Committee on
Rent Restriction and if so, when ? (b)
Will he have this report printed ; if
not, what other steps will he take to
make this report available to hon.
Members of this House and members
of the public ; and if none, why ?
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(Mr. Wimalasena—on behalf of the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Local Government and to the Minister
of Information & Broadcasting)

(a) The Report of the Committee
on Rent Restriction was received by
the Hon. Minister of Local Govern-
ment on 8.7.67. (b) A copy of the
report will be tabled in the House.

eC € 9ndd&Am .

(B Qavevel] @Gemreaursar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Before the commencement of Pub-
lic Business I should like to remind
you, Sir, that on 1st September there
was a Question addressed to the Hon.
Minister of Home Affairs in my name
regarding the registration in Sinhala
of the birth of a child in the Pana-
dura Hospital. On that day the Hon.
Minister was not present and there-
fore I think you suggested that time
be taken; another Hon. Minister
asked for time, and you said, “ One
week . The Clerk of the House told
me that the Question will be put
down for the 7th. One week from the
1st also means the 7th if you count
according to the Sinhalese custom.
But my Question is not on the Order
Paper today. This question was raised
even in the Budget Debate and the
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Hon. Minister of Home Affairs was
unable to answer it. A suspicion
arises in my mind that the Hon.

Minister is trying to avoid it.

Bowids DSHNGDHS

(e FUTBTWST el &6 )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I should like to bring to Yyour
notice that that Question could have
been put down on today’s Order
Paper but the Hon. Minister has
written asking for two weeks’ time.
That means the end of September.
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The following item stood next on the
Order Paper :
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wed o wye.”
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The Leader of the House to move:
«That the proceedings on item 1 -of
Public Business appearing on the Paper
be exempted at this day’s sitting from
the provisions of Standing Order No. 8.”

gD¥e 25y, O8. cweld

(sor g erar. erb. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Sir, I can assure the Hon. Leader
of the House that this Motion is
quite unnecessary.

Bewldm 0535 @RRC®G
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oé 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qsersan &. 1F. 19 SAoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Then what is the harm in moving
it ?

an8e Y. 8. cuedd
(sarflg erer. erb. QUCTam)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Quite unnecessary. So far as we are
concerned, we are prepared to see
that item 1 is passed.

oé 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Caorrey 2. (. 19 Govaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
A1l right.

Bowids DANBNEDDE

(2.1 FUTFTWUST YeuT&6r)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

That assurance is quite enough.

FDud e LD owdmmd e gu

@2 a3y sn CE
1Brr2anr oo BlujLeir eumiied GupLlL gi.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

aé 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Ozerrey &. 1. 19 Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 2 p.m. on Wednesday,
27th September 1967, and that the hours
of Sitting that day shall be as though it
were a Second day from the Poya Day.”

gd D Sum Y, wovuddn 8
ey eGEsILLE b sCETeTaTLIULLE .

Question put, and agreed to.
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The Minister of Finance, to move : ‘ That this House resolves under section 10 of the
Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235), that, with effect from the date on which this resolution is
notified in the Gazetie,—

(1) Import duties under the Customs Ordinance shall be levied and paid on the articles specified
in Column I of Schedule I hereto at the General Rates set out in the corresponding
entries in Column III of that Schedule, or where Preferential Rates are leviable and
payable under the provision of Schedule A to the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235)
at the Preferential Rates set out in the corresponding entries in Column II of t.haiz
Schedule, and

{2) Schedule A of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235) shall be amended by the omission
of the items specified in Column I of Schedule IT thereto and the rates specified in the
corresponding entries in Columns II and III of that Schedule.

SCHEDULE 1

Column I Column II Colummn III
Article Preferential Rate General Rate
Ad Valorem Ad Valorem

Rs. ec. Ra. e

Specified Industries—

Raw materials including components (other than con-
tainers and packing materials) imported on Actual User
Licences, for use in such industries as may be specified
by notification published in the Gazette by the Principal
Collector of Customs in consultation with the Director
of Industrial Development

Group One Industries e s =lin & Free
Group Two Industries e e ] 5% e 159%
Group Three Industries s o 209% o 30%

These concessionary rates of duty will not apply to any
item included in the list of excluded items which may be
notified in the Gazette by the Principal Collector of
Customs in consultation with the Director of Industrial
Development.

Industrial Machinery, being—

{i) Machinery of every description, operated by power
of any description, and not elsewhere specified,
such as is used in any industrial process including
the generation, transmission and distribution of
power, the extraction of minerals and timber,
construction of buildings, roads, dams, bridges
and similar structures, or in the manufacture of
goods.

(ii) Component parts, including spare parts, of Machi-
nery as defined in item (i) above, which have been
given some special shape, size, and quality
essential for use as such

(iii) Apparatus and appliances not elsewhere specified,
specially adapted for use in conjunction with
machinery as defined in item (1) above - 109, e 209,

(iv) Component parts including spare parts, of machi-
nery as defined in item (iii) above, which have
been given some special shape, size, and quality
essential for use as such

(v) Mechanical and electrical control and transmission
gear adapted for use in conjunction with machi-
nery as defined in item (i) above, including bel-
ting of all types designed for the use with machi-
nery, driving chains, switch-boards,switches and/
or fuses assembled in iron-clad cases with im-
pregnated paper, electrical earthen-ware and
procelain not elsewhere specified

(vi) Component parts including spare parts of goods
enumerated in item (v) above
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SCHEDULE II
Column I Column I1 Column 111
Article Preferential Rate General Rate

Ad Valorem Rs. c.

Ad Valorem Rs. e.

Electric lamp bulbs—

Articles shown to the satisfaction of the Principal Collector
of Customs to have been imported for the local manu-
facture of electric lamp, bulbs, not elsewhere specified.
viz :—glass bulbs, exhaust tubes, stem tubes, welds,
tops, anchors, filaments, getters, bases, base cement and
solution o i i

Electroplated ware except silver-plated and gold-plated
ware, not elsewhere specified

Wire, Iron and Steel, for the local manufacture of pins and
clips s s

Essential Industries—

Raw materials, industrial machinery and equipment,
components, integral parts and parts thereof (other
than containers and packing materials) for use in
specified industries and mnotified in the Government
Gazette by the Principal Collector of Customs in con-
sultation with the Director of Development. This con-
cessionary rate of duty will apply only to importations
on actual user licences i N

Finished rubber goods—

Articles (other than machinery, chemicals, dyes and
fillers), which are shown to the satisfaction of the
Principle Collector of Customs to have been imported
for the purpose of manufacturing finished rubber goods

Hats—
Pith shapes for the manufacture of
Machinery—
Banian making and knitting machines and parts thereof. .
Brick-making machinery and parts thereof
Concrete block-making machines and parts thereof

Conveying, hoisting, excavating, road econstruction and
mining machinery—

Cranes, hoists and lifting machinery and component parts
thereof 5 L8 X

Plumbago machinery and parts thereof. .
Stone crushing machinery and parts thereof

Electric alternators, dynamos, exciters,

t generators,
control and switch gear and parts thereof ;

Electric motors, transformers and converters, and com-
ponent parts thereof

Machine belting and fasteners for

209,

109,
109,
109,

27%
109,
309,

209,

20%,
309,

309

30%

109% or if a

preferential margin is

allowable in respect
of any such material
if it had been imported
for purposes other
than that of any
specified industry re-
ferred to in the cor-
responding entry in
Column I, then, 109
reduced by the extent
of such Preferential
margin.

30%

809,

209%,

20%
20%

32%
209,
409%

309,

25%
40%,
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Column 1 Column I1 Column III
Article Preferential Rate General Rate

Ad Valorem Rs. c. Ad Valorem Rs. .

Machinery and parts thereof shown to the satisfaction of
the Principal Collector of Customs to have been import-
ed for the local manufacture of antibiotics including
penicillin, drugs, pharmaceuticals and patent medi-
cines, milk foods, infants’ and invalids’ foods and glu-
cose or for packing such products imported in bulk .. 109% 5 20%

Machinery for making exercise books and component
parts thereof 3 109%, s 20%

Machinery for making safety matches and component
parts thereof S o A 109, = 209%

Machinery for processing and baling fibre and parts there-
of 5% o 5 109, T 20%

Machinery for spinning and weaving and component parts
thereof o i o 109, <3 20%

Machinery of the following description and parts thereof
which are shown to the satisfaction of the Principal
Collector of Customs to have been imported for rolling
aiuminium foil and cutting such rolled foil and cutting
paper imported in a non-processed state to sizes suitable
for packing sole crepe rubber for export and for lining
tea chests, tea packets or desiccated coconut chests—
Rolling machines, winding machines, annealing machines,

slitting machines, cross cutters, guillotine machines,
machines for grinding rolls of foil-rolling mills and
component parts thereof . i 109, o 20%

Machinery, oil pressing and refining and component
parts thereof i = Fois ) By 30%
Machinery which is shown to the satisfaction of the Principal
Collector of Customs to have been imported—

For the purpose of processing latex, sole crepe and

softened rubber and parts for such machinery ot 109, g 20%
Machines, sewing and component parts thereof—

Industrial (including parts) 35 o 20% o 30%

Machine tools and parts thereof " e 229 o 329,

Plummer blocks (excluding ball and rollerbearings),
flanged couplings and set collars o e 389%, a 48%

Pneumatic machinery, including tools and parts thereof 2294 oA 32%

Prime movers, not elsewhere specified Internal combustion
engines and parts—
0il =6 L e 2494 A 349%
Petrel and other o o it 319, J4 41%

Printing and book binding machinery, complete and
parts thereof, not elsewhere specified s 249, 4 34%
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Column 1 Column 11 Colummn 111
Article Preferential Rate General Rate

Ad Valorem Rs. ¢. Ad Valorem Rs. c.

Pumping machinery and component: parts thereof—

Other pumps, including component parts Al 13% s 23%
Semi-automatic paste mould glass blowing machines and

component parts thereof A < 109% = 209,
Sock-making and knitting machinery and parts thereof. . 109% i 20%
Solid pulleys 2 e e 389% iy 489,

Tea mackinery and component parts thereof—

Which in the opinion of the Tea Controller are

not produced in Ceylon L 1 309, e 409,
Other Fe i ny 5290 = 629%
Tile-making machines and parts thereof X 109, = 209,
Wood working machinery and parts thereof 2 109, e 209,

METALS—
Aluniinium—-

Tn coils shown to the satisfaction of the Principal Collector
of Customs to have been imported for the purpose of
manufacturing Aluminium foil for packing Ceylon

produce for export .. 57 R 10%, o 209,
Iron and Steel—
Wire shown to the satisfaction of the Principal Collector of
Customs to have been imported for the manufacture of
clips, pins, screws, hair pins, hair chpts, hair grips and
safety pins e . 20% . 309%
Wire of gauges 121 and 14 shown to the satisfaction of the
Principal Collector of Customs to have been imported for
the manufacture of barbed wire % T 209 iis 209%,
Wire of gauges 8 and 17 shown to the satisfaction of the
Frincipal Collector of Customs to have been imported
for the manufacture of staples for use with barbed wire
and wire netting 52 =5 pe ! 209, = 309,
SPECIAL BOILING POINT SPIRIT-—
50/82 degrees Centigrade for industrial use s i s 309,
SPECTACLE FRAMES—Articles shown to the satisfaction
of the Principal Collector of Customs to have been
imported for the local manufaecture of, viz. :—
Metal Hinges .o .. S 20% i 309,
Metal rivets o “aiee i 209, Al 309,
Metal arm wire e i i 209, e 309,

Water pumps—
Articles shown to the satisfaction of the Principal Colle-

ctor of Customs to have heen imported for the manu-
facture of water pumps, viz. :—

Vacuumm and pressure gauges, air volume controls,
pressure switches, float switches .. =i 209/,
4

309,
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(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minis-
ter of Finance)

I move the Motion standing in my
name.

This ratification refers to my
Revenue Protection Order of 11th
May 1967. This Order was made with
the purpose of rationalizing the con-
cessionary rates of duty for industrial
raw materials including components
and industrial machinery. In place of
the previously existing flat rate of 10
per cent for all industrial raw
materials including components, it
was decided to introduce a three tier
tariff in respect of different classes of
raw materials including components.
This was done after discussion and
agreement with the Ministry of
Industries.

The first group of raw materials
including components were made
duty free. The reason for this was
that these materials were being
imported for the manufacture of
finished products which in their
finished form could be imported duty
free. It was not reasonable to charge
import duty from such raw materials
including components when the
finished product itself was admitted
free of duty.

The second group of raw materials
including components constitute the
important group of industries which
were nominated by the Ministry of
Industries for a low concessionary
rate of duty. This rate was fixed at
9 per cent and 15 per cent.

The third group was to constitute
all other industrial raw materials and
components which were given the
standard rate of 20 per cent and 30
per cent.

The Order also provided for the
Principal Collector of Customs, in
consultation with the Director of
Industrial Development, to exclude

BHedEm VL) eTACw
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from these concessionary rates any
raw materials and components which
the Ministry of Industries wished to
exclude from the concessionary rates
of duty.

The Order further specified conces-
sionary rates of 10 per cent and 20 per
cent for industrial machinery of all
descriptions.

As a result of granting these
concessionary rates of duty for
industrial raw materials including
components as well as for industrial
machinery, a large number of items
had to be removed from the exist-
ing tariff. These items that are no
longer in the tariff are specified in
Schedule II of this Notification.

These decisions were arrived at
after consultation with the Ministry
of Industries.
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(serple erer. ertb. QuCTmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In this question of customs duties
the most important person
would be the Acting Minister of In-
dustries and Fisheries. I want to ask
a number of questions. Cannot some
arrangements be made to get him
down here ? I want him in order to
clarify certain matters. We are not
opposing this.

Bowdss DNNED)S
(e.u surpruss ojeurser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Yesterday he told me that he was
not feeling well.

gl Y. 8. ewueds
(soorfle erer. erib. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

If that is so, I cannot help. If it
is possible to get him down here it
would be helpful. Please see what
can be done to have him here.

Seomnd Gw.

(B euslsry.)

(Mr. Jayakody)
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GDulh duY. 8. cuels,
(sorfl&) erar. erib. QuGrrTrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am sorry that the Hon. Minister
of Industries is not here. The whole
question hinges on the reports of the
Hon. Minister of Industries.

For the first time, I think, in the
history of our customs duties, we are
adopting a very broad classification
which we have never done before. If
you will look at the First Schedule,
you will appreciate what I say.

The Resolution that is before the
House is fairly simple. It consists of
two parts. Schedule II exempts from
the existing duties a number of arti-
cles. All those articles are itemized
in Schedule II and they will not be
dutiable in the future on those rates.

Then you have made a broad classi-
fication and put into Schedule I only
two or three rates of duties. In the
case of the preferential duties, the
rates are 5 per cent, 20 per cent, and
10 per cent. In the case of non-
preferential duties, the rates are 15
per cent, 30 per cent and 20 per cent.
That is the position.

As I said before, this is the first
time that you are igoing to have what
I called a very loose classification
without giving the items on which
the various duties are to be levied
at the Customs.

Under “Specified Industries ”, the
Resolution reads :
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“« Raw materials including components
(other than containers and packing
materials) imported on Actual User
Licences, for use in such industries as
may be specified by notification published
in the Gazette by the Principal Collector
of Customs in consultation with the
Director of Industrial Development. ”

There are, then, “ Group One In-
dustries ” which are duty-free. Under
“ Group Two Industries”, the pre-
ferential rate is 5 per cent and the
general rate is 15 per cent. In regard
to “Group Three Industries” the
preferential rate is 20 per cent and
the general rate is 30 per cent.

Now, what are these groups?
What are “ Group One Industries” ?
Where is the definition of “ Group
One Industries” ? Apparently, the
Hon. Minister of Industries will from
time to time specify and say, “ These
are the industries in Group One, these
are in Group Two and these are in
Group three.”

I have carefully gone into the
speech of the Hon. Minister of Indus-
tries which he made in the Second
Reading Debate on the Appropria-
tion Bill. I tried to find out whether
he has set out any definition there
which will be of help to us. There
is no definition there. In his whole
speech there is one broad statement
which he has made which runs as
{ollows :

“In July last year this Ministry
announced to the general public a broad
outline of the priority areas of produc-
tion and investment in manufacturing
industries. This indication of Govern-
ment policy in regard to industrial
development included a list of indus-
tries in which we had created adequate
production capacity for the present.
This statement of policy emphasized the
following priority areas of industry :

1. Agro-based industries and indus-
tries likely to stimulate agricultural
production.

—[OFFIciAL REPORT, 11th August 1967 ;
Vol. 73 ; c. 1612].

It is a very broad statement
which cannot be a guidance to
customs officers. I do not know
whether these industries are to be
placed in Group One. Itcisnownere
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so stated. These so-called groups—
Group One, Group Two and Group
Three—are nowhere itemized.—[In-
terruption.]

Then he goes on to give the follow-
ing list:

“That will prevent the unnecessary
wastage of foreign exchange on freight
and various other things for bringing in
raw materials for the so-called indus-

tries that developed during the period of
the S.L.F.P. Government.

9. Industries based primarily on indige-
nous raw materials.

3. The textile industry including both
cotton and man-made fibre, synthe-
tic fibre.

4. Manufacture of building materials.
5. Light metal industries.
6. Industry with export potential.”

Now, of these, what are the items
in Group 1, Group 2 and Group 3?
There are six items here. So far as
we are concerned we are at sea with
regard to the whole position that has
been taken up by the Hon. Minister.
We do not know what the groups are
and where the demarcations are. If
it is bad enough for us, then consider
the plight of the customs officer who
has to interpret.

"here are two aspects to which I
want to draw your attention. So far
as customs duties are concerned, as
far as possible we limit the area of
discretion of a customs officer. That
is one of the standard rules of cus-
toms administration. We limit the
area of discretion of a customs offi-
cer. If we widen the area of discre-
tion then there would be no end to
the amount of corruption that will
take place. You can vest a customs
officer with discretion but when it
comes to the exercise of that discre-
tion no two customs officers will
adopt the same discretion in inter-
preting the rules. That is why when
it comes to the question of levying
customs duties, as far as possible the
items are specified. If you look up
the previous lists you will find a very
minute itemization taking place In
regard to the levying of customs
duties
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

Customs officers have their own
groupings.

D6l DY, 9. cweds,

(s0rBl& erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They have their own criteria. It is
obvious even in the schedule which
you are leaving out. If you look at
the schedule you will find the
following details :

“Machines, sewing and component

parts thereof—
Industrial (including parts)
Machine tools and parts thereof
Plummer blocks....”

D& DuY BN
(Oserreas asref prudgs)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Those are notified in the govern-
ment gazette.

el Y. 8. cueds,
(ser 5 erer. orib. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You have not placed it before this
House. That is one of the reascns
why I asked why the Hon. Acting
Minister of Industries and Fisheries
is not here. Now the Hon. Minister
of Finance is referring to a gazette
notification which has never been
before this House. I do not know
what is in it. We do not go through
all the gazette notifications. How
much time does an hon. Member
have to go through gazette notifica-
tions ? I now see the groupings after
the Hon. Minister has handed me a
copy of the gazette notification. It
says :

“ Group One. Agricultural machinery
including tractors, distillers, hay
balers, maize shellers, monkey grabbers,

monkey jacks, paddy winnows,
reapers....... s

and so on. Then they have :

Artificial dentures, atomisers, sprayers
and equipment and parts thereof ....
First aid outfits . infants’ feeding
bottles, invalid chairs,——
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(B et oy wew LIGRTL_IT T i W& )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

For the Hon. Minister !

el duY. 98, cuels
(sorplG) erer. erib. QuU@rmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

—poultry farming apparatus . . . .
board motors. »

out-

Then under Group Two :
“Acetic acid, caustic soda...... %

Actually, Sir, this requires a much
more detailed study than I can give
at the present moment. We have to
go through it and study it. It is a pity
that we were not provided with it
earlier.

AN, @d. dwed A NdNw D,
(8w eri. DY LIS LIGHTL T BTl )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Shall we take this opportunity of
calling “No Quorum ” and then see
what will happen ?

BI0T 85 D15NGEWHDE

(v surprusr seiiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Are you calling, “No Quorum ”?

ofes. @d. Awe AT MdsNwen O,
(8- erir. YT LG LIGHTL T FTLIS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, Sir.

Oy T’ BCw 0msY emd Qehysn ey
eBIounY, A€ 83 wde BIVD Bewo
DS G2

SHD omydmew DYocssy—

Fu eTanew LU L Gumg 1Blenm Qe esor Cl )
Sifle; wend engssi. GasmnGGwen 24 Zmor uSl_L)
UL .

Hp@, BeopOaian Qs 50—

House counted, and a Quorum not being

present, the Division Bells were ordered
to be rung.

Later,oa Quorum being present—
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(sr G erer. erb. QUGTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Sir, I was on the general question
of whether it is wise to give such a
wide discretion to customs officers by
making this broad categorization of
items. The items of raw material in
Group One will be free of customs
duty in relation to both general and
preferential rates. They will be free
of customs duty. Raw materials
including components, other than
containers and packing materials,
imported for use in certain indus-
tries categorized under Group One,
will be free of customs duty.

I really do not know the basis on
which this categorizing is done. You
find here such items as hearing-aids
and atomizers.

efed. @8, Rew AT Winwm .
(Be5 orli. i Luwew LIGHTL_IT T BT UI&S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Asthma patients.

meh 25y, 98, ewedd

(BT pl% erer. GrLb-. QuGrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Are we to understand that all these
are being produced in Ceylon? In
this gazette notification there is the
item “Raw material for condensed
milk and spray dried milk” which
comes in free. I thought that we
have all the raw material we want
for condensed milk except sugar. I
do not quite follow this.

ofed. . Dued D MsNwm o
(Bl oris. oy L WG LIGRTL T BTII&S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Must be the tins.

mreh duY. 8. cweld

(sor A erar. erb. QUGrIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We are producing tins, too, here.
We are producing the cans here
althougsh we have to get down the
raw material for the cans-—the sheet.

Bewddm 8385 SeHUNC®
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The point I am making is this:
apart from this broad classification
that has been done, should we allow
this wide discretion to each indivi-
dual customs officer ? That is the
first point I want to urge.

The second point is this. It is not
quite clear to me where motor spare
parts come in. Under what classifica-
tion do they come in ? I wish I had
the time to study this' gazette
notification. The Hon. Minister has
not been very helpful. He should
have given us a little more time to
study this. It is a long list, and in
fairness to us it might have been
circularized to all hon. Members. If
the Hon. Minister had done so, it
might have cut short the discussion.

Let me state my own personal
problem. My car is eight years old
and it is on its last legs. I would
have no objection if you say you
have no foreign exchange for new
cars. But can you not at least
provide the necessary spare parts for
my car ? I go to the dealer and he
says, “No, shock absorbers are not
available.” Soon the springs will
give way because the shock absorbers
are not working properly, apart irom
the fact that I cannot travel faster
than 20 or 25 miles an hour. The
dealer says it will be two or three
months before shock absorbers come.

So, all I say is that there must be
some basis on which these things are
done. I do not mind if it is said that
we cannot get cars, although all their
friends are getting cars.

ad 8. 8. SuDBA® (SHdn 0B
@ cOspDe Y  HlWuWm W
Sedfe DO BEAG s @Resf Y
BB e He)

(Qsorrer Geg- 2 splGuiT Ger—@rT
gmﬁf&' g;mmé&‘@d: 19 SLo cg;{mma?fﬂ'@!ﬁ
urgasriny,  Qaefldleasrr @& FT LD
LI T T @B LOGT D& sriflw sf@un)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—
Minister of State and Parliamentary

Secretary to the Prime Minister an
Minicter of Defence & External Affairs)

Where ?
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el Y. 8. cwedd

(BT pl& erew. orib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Where ? Rs. 80 million worth of

cars and various things have been
imported.

oG 08 @8 ScdBR
(Q@erras Cog. gy eRUIGuIT e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Mostly lorries.

PHAeh Y. 98, cweds
(e@r G erer. orib. @u@ﬂ'zrn‘)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No. Any number of 5 Sri cars are
on the roads.

oG o8 @l LwdBm

(Gsorres Ceg. gy QeI ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

What about Dr. Wickremasinghe ?

ad 95 BDSewy

(Qaorrar oymsssen aaeur)
(An hon. Member)
Gifts.

@l Y. 9. el

(s0rfG) erer. erib. QuGrmrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Allow us also to get gifts like that.
Cannot the Minister exercise his
discretion and allow user permits
for those who have cars which are
eight to ten years o0ld? He ecan
adopt some workable criterion like
that. The present position is most
unfair by those who own old cars—
unless you are determined to immo-
bilize us, making us go about in
buses !

Vith regard to building materials,
do all building materials and
machines required to make them
come in here? And under what
category ? The other day, one of the
small manufacturers, a motor re-
pairer, saw me and said that he had
been allowed to import a machine for
repairing crankshafts—that is very
necessary and this particular person
does a good job of work—but that the
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Minister does not give him a permit
to import a particular type of wire
that he requires for the purpose. His
machine is useless without the raw
material. So, what is the basis on
which you are functioning ? This is
a problem you are facing, but you
must adopt some -criterion which
helps the people. That is one of the
points I want to urge.

It is no use giving all these conces-
sions unless the consumer also is
safeguarded. You must ensure both
quality and price. It is no use, like
the Minister of Agriculture produ-
cing potatoes at Re. 1.50 a pound, pro-
ducing articles in this country if they
are not competitive. Take the case
of razor blades. You cannot shave
even once with those razor blades.
There must be some standard. It is
no use giving concessions unless the
Government makes an effort to see
that the standards are maintained.
Otherwise, the whole purpose of
granting these concessions is lost. You
are asking us to approve various re-
ductions in customs duties, but you
are not taking action to see that the
quality of the products that are pro-
duced is up to the standard.

Those are the points I wanted to
urge. I do admit that we agreed, in
view of the urgency of the matter,
to help him to get this Resolution
passed. It is a pity that he did not
give us sufficient time to study these
things in a more detailed manner.
Anyway, I would ask the Hon. Min-
ister to go into this question.

8. &, 11.30
NG D5 B5YcseD

(Qs6rres cuaref Frids)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Some very valuable suggestions
have been made for saving foreign
exchange. Information as to how cer-
tain rackets are operating was placed
before us by the hon. Member for
Divulapitiya (Mr. Lakshman Jaya-
kody) and other Members. Sugges-
tions were made with regard to im-
proving the quality of the products
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that are turned out in this country
and also with regard to having some
scheme of pricing these products so
that the consumer may not be
adversely affected.

I do not think any questions were
raised which require direct replies.
But all the suggestions that have
been made and all the points urged
will be gone into and everything
possible will be done to eliminate
these rackets and save as much
foreign exchange as possible.

I am sorry that I could not make
available to Members the gazette
notification earlier which, they say,
would have helped them to make
their contributions with greater
knowledge of the subject.

Well, I undertake once again to
bring these points to the notice of the
Hon, Minister of Industries and
Fisheries. I think even the Hon.
Minister of Commerce and Trade is
interested in some of these subjects
and we hope to do all we can to make
the position more satisfactory.

g me 80um cyY wmwm wdEn e,

el HBs&LILILE &I mys Qs TeTer UL G-

Question put, and agreed to.

a8 8Cc:
BBDVSH egSHERIRYD :
NEERIY ¢S, YBICE
Bc®
@@pBriys Qsros Cai s
B G EerLd ; LT I IT (@5 LDGIT /D o LG Fi F
QFee)ser
SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : DEPARTMENT

oF ELECTIONS : EXPENSES OF PARLIA-
MENTARY BY-ELECTIONS

3. . 11.32

ad DY BIBNGD
(Qsorray eusrefl priiss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake )
I move,

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Two hundred thousand
(Rs. 200,000) be payable out of the
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Consolidated Fund of Ceylon, or any
other fund or moneys of, or at the
disposal of, the Government of Ceylon or
from the proceeds of any loans obtained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the
service of the financial year beginning on
October 1, 1966, and ending on
September 30, 1967, and that the said
sum may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.

Head 12—Department of Elec-

tions.
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-

diture : .. 200,000
Eight by-elections have already

been held in this financial year and
at least two more by-elections are
anticipated before the financial year
ends. On the basis of the present
cost of elections a further sum of
Rs. 375,000 will be required for the
conduct of these elections. But as a
result of the postponement of general
elections to local bodies savings to
the extent of Rs. 175,000 are antici-
pated. The additional sum required
therefore will be Rs. 200,000. 1 do
not think there will be much contro-
versy in regard to this matter. We
have to make available these
moneys ; otherwise we will not be
able to hold the by-elections.

o e BB W CE.
A@ o105 HwbLriGuHm G-
Question proposed.

3. o 14.23

Sfed. @8, D A WlsNne S
(B erli. oy L6 LIGHT LTI BrilES )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I like the superb confidence with
which the Hon. Minister of Finance,
coming from a party that makes a
song and dance about the need for
free elections and the value of elec-
tions, tells this House about the large
amount of savings consequent on the
postponement of elections to local
bodies. Being a person who does
not, perhaps, hold such traditional
views about democracy as does the
Hon. Minister of Finance, I am sur-
prised to find him talking in terms of
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the savings that he is hoping to make
on the postponement of the elections
to local bodies.

What is the present situation in
regard to the Jaffna Municipal
Council election which was due to
be held after the Privy Council
judgement ? We have been told by
the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Local Government, Mr.
R. Premadasa, that the election will
be shortly held. That statement was
made about four months ago.—
[Interruption] Now it is to be held
in February 1968 ? We must strongly
protest at the manner in which this
Government seeks to influence and
manipulate elections to what they
believe to be their party advantage.

The Kurunegala Municipal Coun-
cil elections are being postponed
time and again even against the will
of the United National Party mem-
bers of the Municipal Council of
Kurunegala. You can talk to your
friend, Mr. Anton Ratnayake, and
find out what they think about the
Kurunegala municipality and its
administration. They are your mem-
bers and not ours. Merely for the
sake of satisfying the vanities of
individuals like your Parliamentary
Secretary, the Mayor of Kurunegala,
why should the people of that area
be deprived of their right of fran-
chise ? Why should they not be
entitled like everyone else to exer-
cise the powers and privileges of
throwing out of office the people
whom they have elected on past
occasions to represent them, when
they find that they have made
mistakes ?

Or is it that once entrenched in
office, democracy becomes convenient
only for the Opposition. I am afraid
I am not one of those who hold such
views. I have expressed certain
views about the restraints that must
be imposed on democracy in the inte-
rests of democracy. I have never
changed those views. I do not
believe that we need ever move away
from a situation where elections will
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be held. I, for one, have never
stood against elections. I must say
I enjoy an election. One reason is
that I am not afraid of it or the re-
sults of it. But, once in power, I
think it is shoddy and shabby if, out
of a sense of fear of your own electo-
rate and the people from whom you
draw your power, you are con-
strained to say, “We have got to
have two more by-elections before
the end of the financial year.” How
my Hon. Friend got that idea I do
not know.

The date for the Pelmadulla by-
election, as far as I know, is not yet
fixed and does not fall within the
financial year. What are the two
by-elections he speaks of ? I do not
even know—[Interruption]. 1 do
not know how it can fall within the
financial year. Why should we vote
money for it? If it comes within
the next financial year, you do not
need the money. We have only one
by-election, which is the one at
Bandaragama. No date has been
fixed for the Pelmadulla by-election.
—[Interruption]. I would like to
tell the hon. Member for Kolonnawa
(Mr. Tlangaratne), in answer to his
question, that unless it falls on a date
before 1st October, I do not know
why the money is required.

o o @l LwudBRm

(Qserrey Ceg. DY SULIGIT F6vT )
(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)
What about ballot papers

. &d. Desed DL NN Desa.
(B eris. opi. wew um’orf_;rrr;sfrmées)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Why should you not pay for them
next year ? Why should you not
pay when the bills fall due ? One
does not pay bills before the work is
done and completed. This is essen-
tially technique adopted by govern-
ments in power to utilize the autho-
rity of the elections law to their
advantage. We have seen many
examples of it. The fact that local
government elections have been put
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off, illegal orders have been made by
the Minister, orders declared illegal
by the Privy Council have been
flouted and ignored purely for the
advantage of the Federal Party,
reveals that there is some little
advantage to be gained. The stan-
dard technique is this: Yyou first
say you are postponing the elections
from three years to four years. Then,
suddenly, at the end of four years,
you have a delimination. When the
delimitation is done, you find that it
is unsatisfactory, and your own mem-
bers start kicking up a row, saying
that after the delimitation the situa-
tion is worse than it was before. What
happened to the Ratnapura Munici-
pal Council election ? How many
times has it been put off ?

In other words, this is the result
of asking voters to preserve demo-
cracy. The Hon. Minister of State
smiles. I know he shares my views
in regard to some things. Only, he
prefers to follow De Gaulle. I do not
know whether he got De Gaulle’s
medal.

Leaving aside De Gaulle and com-
ing back to little things like Ratna-
pura, Kurunegala, Kandy and so on,
this delimitation technique of jump-
ing the gun, of defying the 4-year
rule, is completely, if I may say so,
illegal. But is this Government con-
cerned with law, is it concerned with
ethics, is it concerned with morals ?

8. @3, aESHsed O, (65BIww)

(D & erer: e aribiE r—6 setlumid )

(Mr. C. N. Kannangara—Deniyaya)

The police are too concerned about
morals at home.

ofed. @l. R a7 Mmésnem .
(Bcw oTLI. i L ey LG T BTI&GES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The hon. Member for Deniyaya
talks about morals and the police.
He may be right. I find that recently
the police seem to be concerned, if
I may say soO respectfully, with a
strange interpretation of morals.
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They seem to think that it is wrong
for a young man to kiss a young girl
in a public place. The question was
asked by the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central when he went to
bail out somebody, “ What was it
they exposed ?” The policeman gave
the answer, “Only the tip of the
young lady’s tongue.”

BewiLn DTNEDNS
(e-Ls FUTBTLSH S|oii&er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The interruption gave you an
opportunity to stray from the point.

AfS. @d. dwd DEHNOBTNGLD e,
(B orls. Qi LW LIGRTL T T BTUI&GS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I think we all realize that in the
days when the lights of democracy
are growing dim, a little humour
from the hon. Member for Deniyaya
comes in handy.

Now, Sir, may I get back to the
question of elections and the contro-
versial one for which no date has
been fixed. The Government which
pledged to protect democracy seems
to see nothing wrong in having the
wife of a member of the Public Ser-
vice Commission contesting a parlia-
mentary seat as their candidate. Now,
we do not mind her coming forward
because we think she is a very easy
candidate to defeat, and the least
thing we would want to do is to obs-
truct her entry as a candidate. In
fact, we think she is a gift to the
SL.FP. Having her as a candidate

enables us to win the Pelmadulla .

Seat with an increased majority cf
at least a couple of thousand votes.
But that is by the way.

Elections have got to be conducted
by public servants. Every single
public servant connected with elec-
tions is called upon—and that is the
essence of democracy—to exercise
his discretion independently and
without influence. They must be free
to do that. There are many little
discretions which have to be exer-
cised by them in the course of an
election campaign. From the moment
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that a returning officer is called upon
to scrutinize nomination papers, right
through the whole election campaign
the police officers are called upon to
make notes of the speeches made dur-
ing the course of the campaign and
decide what to include in their re-
ports and what to avoid. From the
moment that the polling starts on the
polling day the presiding officers and
junior presiding officers have got to
deal with all manner of little ques-
tions ; for example, they have to de-
cide when a person comes forward
who is alleged to be an impersonator
whether he is an impersonator or not
an impersonator, whether he shouid
be handed over to the police and
prosecuted, whether or not he shall
be allowed to vote, and what action
shall be taken upon the different re-
presentations being made for and on
behalf of the different candidates in
regard to allegations of canvassing
within, shall we say, the quarter-
mile limit of the polling station or
in regard to transport.—[Interrup-
tion.]

od 8. c¥FOnY LwBos (D ACH
DEX Y 3 e2n BDSE ¢ @B)

(Ozerra to. Qapedpper eowdme—i G
& 56500, s pQmile oy@wsei)

(The Hon. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—

Acting Minister of Industries and
Fisheries)

There is no polling booth.

ofd. @b, Ve dHMSrnem O,
(B erih. . Lwew LT rrpriss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

But you are prohibited from can-
vassing votes within a quarter-mile
limit of the polling station. It shows
that the Hon. Acting Minister of In-
dustries is even now blissfully un-
aware of the law because he never
observes it. He has been campaign-
ing within the quarter-mile limit so
often and so recently that he is not
even aware that the law in its wis-
dom has prohibited canvassing with-
in a quarter-mile limit.
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(sorf G erer. erib. QuGror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
He has threatened our people.

AL, @d. Dwed dgiMmdmnen S,
(8- eri. DpT. L UIGW LIGOT LT T J5 T U1 &5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I know. He has been doing it

with gay abandon particularly in
Negombo.

Sir, this is the question I am pos-
Ing: in every one of these matters
the public servants are called upen
to exercise their discretion, and can
you visualize a public servant being
free, feeling himself free, to make
any decision he likes when he knows
that the candidate is the wife of a
member of a Public Service Commis-
sion who sits on his destinies, who
Is in a position to transfer him to-
morrow to some distant place, who is
in a position to dismiss him from the
Public Service, and who is in 3 pesi-
tion to take various actions against
him ? So the gramasevakas, the
police officers, junior and senior pre-
siding officers and even counting
officers will have to mind their
P’s & Q’s in dealing with the wife of
a member of the Public Service
Commission.

Now, if this is the situation, why
does the law permit it ? The answer
to that is that the law never contem-
plated this situation of a member of
the Public Service Commission hav-
ing a wife young enough to contest a
seat ; it may be so, or it may be that
the law thought that the members of
this commission would know better
and they would be able to exercise a
greater control over their wives than
over the rest of the Public Service
and would stop them contesting seats.
Or it may be that the law thought
that there were sufficient safeguards
inasmuch as there is a section in the
Constitution which says that a mem-
ber of the Public Service Commissicn
shall be deemed, for the purposes of
the Penal Code, to be 1 public ser-
vant. And a public servant’s wife
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is excluded automatically under the
Public Service Commission’s rules
from contesting a parliamentary seat.
It may be that the law thought in its
wisdom that the members of the Pub-
lic Service Commission would con-
sider thmselves bound by their own
Public Service Commission rules.

But it seems, like in most matters
with this Government, the rules are
meant for others and not for them-
selves. Rules are meant to be ob-
served by others, not by them.

Long ago—I think it was in 1953 ;
my good Friend the Minister of State
will remember better than I—when
Mr. Dudley Senanayake resigned and
Sir John Kotelawela took over, there
was a baila which was a hot favourite
at the Law-Medical match. I was at
the Law College then. It was—

DDE ctf snsNw6D E®E Sulsy 6D

ws8cdisy 88wd 6dC—AC 9BC G

That was a well-known baila then.
I do not sing it now because the
Rules of the House do not permit a
Member to sing and also because I
am not in the mood to sing.

BT 58 DBNBDBSs

(- FLIT BT LIS 9/ &er )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I was waiting to see whether you
were going to sing it.

afd. 8. R MWD .
(D eris. . Lwew LIGRTL_T T TGS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
I have no objection to trying it. But
I think today the situation is that
that baila can be rewritten very
effectively in this form:
DB et urNem ¢od §8wnd
62
88wd Sudsy cICr—eRY
HBCE

That is the truth of the matter.
Everything is now being done—

oé cBCOnY Bt
(Qzorres Qagepper uGEian)
(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)
What is the second line?
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of S, 8. Datd D WSsNGD S
(r&)@ GTLI. QpT. LG LG LTI BTss )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

cde oBE®

Lomnd Q.

(8. uatsary )
(Mr. Jayakody)

Or is it ®¢ @BC?

BewTEn DS1BNGDNS
(211 &FUTBTUST Sjaui&er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The Member for Divulapitiya is
thinking far ahead.

ofef. . Dosed DT NSENED Do

(B orli. QY. L-wow LIGOTL_T T 5T &5 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We have now come to a stage
where the Government, having the
spoon in its hand, is determined to
serve itself with what might in
Christian parlance be called Benja-
min’s share. They are determined
to see that they get the best of every-
thing.

I am sorry my good Friend the
Captain (Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne)
is leaving. I can see that he is em-
barrassed when it comes to bailas.

I see that my good Friend, the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera), recently had occasion to doff
his headgear in the direction of the
Prime Minister. I am sorry to say
that he was then talking through his
headgear, because the Prime Minis-
ter has not cancelled any leases, and
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota—

@Be AsY. OO, czedd

(seor 55 erer. Grib. QuGrrrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Gave credit where it is not due.

ofef. ¥, Dued AL NSINGD S
(B orii- gy Lwey LT TTpTuEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

gave credit where it is not due.
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(eu surprus; DUl &6 )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

We have come to bailas and head-

gear and whatnot. Shall we come
back to elections ?

efed. @d. Qwe’ dsdmdmmem @w.
(8 eoris. oy Lwew e rTpTwES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

This is all fundamental to demo-
cracy.—[Interruption]. I am de-
monstrating that the Minister of
Finance has no justification whatso-
ever for bringing forward a Supple-
mentary Estimate and having the
hardihood to tell us that the savings
in regard to local elections, in conse-
quence of the illegal postponement
of elections, constitute the finances
on which he proposes to run the de-
mocratic institution of elections in
this country.

Now, Sir, we must strongly protest
at the manner in which the whole
apparatus of the Government is being
abused and misused by the Govern-
ment for the Government in the in-
terests of democracy. It is not even
an exercise of a little bit of totali-
tarianism for the common good or in
the interests of development of this
country. It is a shoddy, shabby trick
by which it is sought to entrench a
group of people in power who think
that the millennium will come if they
are not permitted to continue to
govern.

Is it not the fact that this lady,
Mrs. L. J. de S. Seneviratne, on an
earlier occasion, at a time when her
husband was not in the Public Service
Commission, contested the Pelma-
dula Seat ? it is a fact, and we also
know that there were a number of
people whom she threatened on that
occasion and to whom she said :
“Look here, if you don’t act in the
way I want, you will live to regret .
And there are many people
who did live to regret it, be-
cause the moment her husband
became a Public Service Commissio-
ner—we do not know whether it is
petticoat government or bedroom
government or how it came—a
number of people did in fact suffer
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penalties. One of them is Mr.
Dharmadasa, the present candidate,
a gramasevaka who had complained
at that time that he was subjected to
threats by the lady, and the threats
took effect subsequently—not that it
matters now ; as far as he is con-
cerned, that is a matter of history.
But we are dealing with the practical
situation where public servants know
these things. Can they even give the
impression of being fair when they
are called upon to deal with the wife
of the feudal overlord, the feudal
hamuduruwo who has got control
over their destinies within the Public
Service for ever and ever ? Every-
one knows that Mr. Nugawela, Chair-
man of the Public Service Commis-
sion, is a cipher. He may have been
a very important person in the days
gone by ; he may have held minis-
terial office ; but today he is in his
second childhood.

OGS cBCOBY Lo
(Qsorres Qage) ) pesr QU )
(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Very unkind !

AT, @8, duid DTS mncsm ®cs.
(8. erdl. QY. L_wiew LIGRTL_IT T /5T 1158 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) .
It is a fact that he does not read a
single file, that he is incapable of
studying a single matter, and that all
the decisions within the P. S. C. are
taken by Mr. L. J. de S, Seneviratne
and nobody else. It is a fact that Mr.
Seneviratne is the person who
minutes papers. There was a case re-
cently of an irrigation engineer who
was refused his increments and who
retired ultimately on certain charges
being framed against him. I will give
the name of the gentleman. He is now
employed in the Fisheries Corpora-
tion. He is Mr. F. Dias Abeysinghe.
He Wwas in the Irrigation Department
which is under the Ministry of Land.
Charges were framed against him. He
was honourably acquitted. Mr. Sera-
singhe, a member of the former Civil
ge?qce, . now dthe Administrative
€rvice, inquired into those char
and Mr. Abeysinghe was found %eosi
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guilty. Mr. Serasinghe said so. The
Irrigation Department chief, how-
ever, on instructions from the Minis-
ter, decided to say, “ This man must
go. We do not want him in the de-
partment ”. And he was reported to
the P. S. C., which accordingly fired
him. He left. I am not concerned with
the circumstances of his dismissal.
He made representations to Mr.
Nugawela. He went and saw him. He
asked him, “Why have you done
this ?” And Mr. Nugawela said, “I
am not aware of it. I have not even
heard of it. It did not even come up
at the meeting.” On further inquiry
it was found that Mr. L. J. de S.
Seneviratne had made the order.

C @ Y BrNGD
(Qserras acref pril&s)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Who told you all this ?

ofed. 8. Duwed ATTNSINGD .
(B oril. i Loy UL TTBTES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am referring to what Mr. Nuga-
wela told Mr. Dias Abeysinghe. What
about it ? Is there anything wrong
if I tell you that somebody is in his
dotage and that he does not know
What is happening ? It is a fact—
[Interruption]. There is nothing
wrong with an ex-officer going and
geeing Mr. Nugawela and saying that.

 These are the circumstances in
which we have reason to doubt the
capacity and competence of a man
like Mr. L. J. de S. Seneviratne con-
tinuing in office. Make no mistake
about it, we have not the slightest
objection to the lady contesting a
seat, but we have every objection to
Mr.. L. J. de S. Seneviratne continuing
in office as a member of the Public
Service Commission while a by-elec-
tion in which his wife is taking part
is being conducted by public servants
ot different levels, all of whom are
completely at the mercy of vindictive
individuals of this type.
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(Qsormeu Glage » pesr e )
(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)
All assumptions !

Afes. 8. Deoed DLHMONWW e,

(8- erit. i LWIeW LG T BTII&E )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Assumption ? I would challenge
my Hon. Friend the Acting Minister,
who does not even know the law
about canvassing within a quarter-
mile radius, to find out the facts about
the administration of which he is a
member. Now at least we know how
it is that the law was broken so often
at the Negombo by-election. Pure
ignorance ! They did not even know
that canvassing in church is prohibi-
ted. Even that is prohibited, in case
you do not know it. These are things
that happened.

I like the Hon. Acting Minister. He
is a good person, a very honest and
sincere lad with a great future.

o D5 B5NGD
(Qaerral euereflpruss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Good for what ?

ofes. 8. Ded DFHNWOZNRD Y.
(S erit. Q- Ly LGN TTBTUEGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He is good for Cabinet rank. That
is what I told the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter on an earlier occasion.

Bowlss DN

(2.1 &UIT BT QU H6T )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I do not think he will interrupt you
again.

ofed. 8. Desed DITMOINGD Y@
(B erlr. gyi. Lwew LIGHT LT T FTLI&E )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

1 do not think so. In any case I shall
carry on after lunch. Perhaps till any
other thought strikes me I should like
to while away the balance five
minutes also by telling you a few
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stories. I have now to think of a good
story to take up your time. I think if
we start with elections it will be a
good thing because it is relevant and
to the point.

As far as elections are concerned, if
we are asked to talk in terms of the
kind of elections which are going on,
we cannot help but get back to the
initial source of all these matters
which is the delimitation.

Under the Constitution as at pre-
sent, there is no delimitation provided
for by law until 1971. That is the
present Constitution. It is illegal for
any person to embark upon delimita-
tion until such time wunless we
amend the Constitution, and yet very
recently I received a letter from the
Commissioner of Elections giving me
the population levels of each village
and polling stations in my electorate
and telling me that “it is proposed to
re-delimit your electorate ”. T do not
know why we are talking in 1967 of
some process that is going to take
place in 1971. Even populations can
change in between. On what basis
does this Government, which is
bound by constitutions, which is
bound by laws, seek to embark upon
a delimitation affecting different
constituencies at this time ?

oG € 9IEAD .
(D Qavowal] & il e )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

That might have been in relation to
polling districts.

ofes. @d. dued ATMS M6 S,
(8w eril. QYT L e LIGRTL_T T 5T II& & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It may have been. My electoral
district happens to be the Electoral
Distriect No. 15, and what was
referred to in the letter was not
polling districts but re-delimitation
of the Dompe constituency electoral-
wise.
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ow. WESREW DO w. (cFcd
YD) :

(B Cs. G & Flo tb—1i5 5 &) &
gI»p)

(Mr. K. Thurairatham—Point Pedro)

Was the letter in Sinhala or
English ?

O, @8, ued AFHMEMwm o,
(8@ orit. opi. L wew LIGRTL_IT T 5T UGS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Both., There was no letter in
Tamil. They did not observe the
Tamil Language (Special Provisions)
Regulations. You can find fault with
the Commissioner of Elections for
that. They did not send me a copy
in Tamil. They should have done so
under your law but they did not
They sent me only one in English and
one in Sinhala. I have no complaint.
I will give you the letter for what it
is worth and you can take it to the
Prime Minister for the purpose of
complaint afterwards. :

DSBS »O V.
( 8- BN T & Ferih )
(Mr. Thurairatnam) »
I only wanted to know whether

you were able to comprehend what
was in the letter.

oS, @8, Desed DITME 152 Scs,
(r@@ GTLY: QYT L iiow usa%rgsrfgn'ua}s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I would not have comprehended
the Tamil version excepting possibly
a few letters and, maybe, two or three
slang words which I occasionally
use.

BT L% DNBNGDDNO
(21 FLmpriisr YT &G )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Now you have missed

your story
and it is 12 o’clock.

e, @d. D dedddsnn s,
(r@@- erLl. DT L wiew uaésn_:rf;sfruei‘a)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Shall we resume after lunch ?
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(21 a=ufrfasn'zuan% cgyﬁmiaisir)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The
suspended till 2 p.M.

Sitting is
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 2 P.M.,
and then resumed.
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the Thoughts of Mao Tse Tung have
invaded the Chamber and are in the
process of corrupting Hon. Ministers
and hon. Members. Might we order
that they be seized ?
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We are incorruptible.
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(8. Qavewef] (& ERT QUIT 6o )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

QT § S0 cond 8O ee3d B 35Dy,

OCoaSY 5 s,

(8 Qomsrser)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

@3, & DTN WE® @B
2ECe@27y mmCw gme®m &
B85 0 DR PR WO DR¥@vm
PETRIC om B, & Bew “ gmoy
g 2 cof &0 exd” Bwrdm dn®
gewtd WS @B dewny Sis
G OBHed YMRIEE gof Hes
B DHYS, DI,

od & ;. Lwdiam

(Qserras Cey. DT UIGUIT SET )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

& F o e gr¥rn exnede ?
0® Bedeed® Bwsyesy.

QGO B Dcd.
(8 Qomsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
D@ e¥bh ¢xfery c@exnda.

a& o8 8. B8R
(Qaworrey Cep. oyi. epwoui ar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Are we going through the Budget
Debate again, Sir ?

Bewlds V38 Oe3dCwH

3792
88ydm fed
B30I &5 DB O
(211 FLTpTUST yauiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

It is left to the good sense of hon.
Members. We are going through the
same Debate more or less. I cannot
prevent them from referring to the
same thing. This is a Supplementary
Estimate. The point has been raised
at the Second Reading Debate of the
Appropriation Bill, and the Hon.
Minister has replied to it.

QCoOGI B Ecs.
(Q@ @6\)&%55’;‘5@)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
He has not clarified the position.

oS ed. @d. £wudZm

(Czorrey Gep. gy eQUIeul e )

(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)

L9 oCmd & o ewddh 248

ad O HDéecwwy
(Qserrey oyma s sour NGRL
(An hon. Member)
IO @B e Dexnd.

oS &, . LedBa»
(Qzorras Cey. oyi. squeur sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I will not be drawn into that dis-
cussion now, Sir.

QCoHEH D e,
(8@ Qomsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
O e cPenO&.

B3I & DS15NBDNSs

(21 sUTFTLST yeuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I think you should not question
him. If you are not satisfied with his
explanation, you can bring a Vote of
Censure.

QCoC % .
(B Qomsrgar)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
We do not like to be so unkind.
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(Qaorre Cep. oyi. spuieui e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
30 Dan B .

@GS B Ocan.

(B Qemarger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

& DHOB 90 awesy s dsn. &
g mw OBy gwame, gddg b
DO & &8s g 9 e Do®
T me 8Rcd gwmm SDwewsy
Béenwy 6 B, ewmet ©nd
gdbie b 9@ wrYery oz’ ®mE
sH0 stfer S1BD6enn DALY KO
Béenw 6 Bemhe ?

ad . ¢d. BB

(Qserrey Ceg. 2. sguiar ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
ecier RB® ecwn gdwr) .

BeT &5 DB

(o1 FUTHTLST 9@l Ser )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

We have still not passed the second
Motion. Normally, these Supplemen-
tary Estimates would have come up
at Adjournment following on the
Committee Stage discussion of the
Votes of the particular Ministry. I
would like you to kindly finish be-
cause there are a number of Supple-
mentary Estimates.

OGS 5 csa.

(8. @emsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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Bowldn DSIzNGHNS

(e FuTprLUST Y6uiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I do not want to check the hon.
Member’s eloquence ; but the point is
—I have been patient up to now—
every hon. Member is making a
Second Reading speech and going
clean out of context. I would like to
bring to the notice of the hon. Mem-
ber Standing Order 83 which states:

“Mr. Speaker, after having called the
attention of the House to the conduct of
a member who persists in irrelevance or
tedious repetition either of his own argu-
ments or of the arguments used by other
members in debate, may direct the mem-
bar to discontinue his speech.”

The hon. Member is merely conti-
nuing to say the same thing over and
over again. The Motion before the
House is in regard to a supplementary

5——D 6909 (67/9)
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u8gém ecf
sum of Rs. 200,000 for by-election ex-
penses. Instead of speaking on that,
the hon. Member is speaking on every
aspect of elections. I would ask him

to restrict himself to the Motion
before the House.

SHEcedE Pwn.

(5@ @rrggmes)

(Mr. Rajadurai)
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(The Hon. Wanninayake)

BIowiEn DN, 0@ 4
80 e e’ d 88acd GlelT B
cw'® ol ¥ HRG ST ernewmsy e
OF Grwe DG 6Hded ol ¥x'H
& (M. 98 Bwed DT WdrNwD
. ) sy 5 ewgem, NS B
Oéem e DO ey o5
D), OB SBISeHww SOmB 3Dy

oL & &L LG euenr RGLnes m

S5y 5 CLeRsy ey, & %3830
c@u®em Yed PO m B,
Oenny DB5F Dz eed

c®® dEe®@slm mucw BEE D
YO  gddsy Pewsd gsd o
Sw¢® ¢lund, €99 ©8ydm gl
c@’'? 8ERec aew m»wd J& & 62505
gD HBeW o  ccsm e ®
O HhrY DG SH&wT @88y
DEBY 2y csgemn. eanded @l OfaFe)
DO DD e B  SiEs
Erlec EEBD e a8 Bew SIStolovgoy
Sewd wnd 98¢ Bum mment sone
S BeDZos B,

68 S chmsYpDen @bl e RS
B0 g EC» Bensy, & om X590
OHEG)Y ¢ & BeRry D, @Ders’


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3819

88udny e

[o& B Honaem]

8 owEn YhmrTmden ad ©ED
B Wi Bedarsy Gy Hhced Be
200 vadx ex1d8» 8 @ D5y
By el O S cDMED e
DO WMOBB. F eSO @ wrS
CoH® TME er®sed @&, 5T B&n
QY esd BPemst IS G5 O
¢S phormnhes wmi s, HEOO
WIQY 2E® @ m.

A BDSen CDTEOE @B  am
CINEBMLT U B cBEH o
ernewRw BxFBRA Y 88xY mben
eS8y WO ecwgam. I o®
@y D0 Beamd, & 8EAed wden
a3 296 B ey bz wow
A LS HeRm DD

gpnde Y. 8. cueddh
(sorfglg erer. erb. QuGrarm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

0@ vuf DS e

& DY BN

(Qsorreas el priids)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

85y NEVO ewddzy W4 BRI,
e®8® v WE®D @B ety Bw &S
Déeme & mB D ey FuH®
w8 cBem o 88T & 6 A O
D& epdben gs¥c®d @ @B s
®B g7 c®0 NBDEen 5’ ER0 DY
Sl D S8sY Wiy 8@ WS
ACHD GAR. D@ Bew amO @8uzny
D6 @B cO®® B8yl e »e@xs

00—

a8 DY, 9. ewwld

(serp G erar. erb. QuCrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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(Qsarres everedfl pruss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)
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Question put.

Mr. DEPuTY SPEAKER, having collected
the Voices, declared that the Ayes had
it,

ofd., @d. dwed DETNWSnam .
(Blop. ords. gyi. Lwew UL rrFTLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Divide !

B30T En WBNGEDNS

(e &FLTFTUST el sor)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I do not know whether the hon.

Member is aware that there was an
agreement on this matter.

ofed. 8. Qed ATNSN6D .
(Bop. 6ril. Q. L6 LITL T ErEsS)
(Mr. I, R. Dias Bandaranaike)

But I would ask for a Division.

BowdEn DS1NGDNS

(e-u FLITBTWST eIl &6 )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Yes. I am only explaining that there
was a discussion among party
leaders on these Supplementary
Estimates and they said that most of
them will be discussed but that they
will not be opposed.
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Imem @ o Dl BOBN Pl Bewlma

. @d. Doed BeTandznwm Dwa.

(8. el yr. Lwew ueTLrrprwss)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

After discussing this we realize
how much we have to oppose it. Until

the discussion we did not know what
we had to do.

¥ F VTACw 48 P wWHId HBowdow
wlew—ouwmd 36; B&LJRa 11; wmedsy—
00Dy .

senu, 48 g Blvwm sl kndlenr S s :
sriuns 36 ; erGonrs 11.

The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 36 ; Noes 11.

DO @y DazyESEN GOy
BHeI DD

demferd, Sreardlerts T HSTLLE
S L GTEFE FLL LD

Fauna AND FLORA PROTECTION
REGULATION
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Hmssuuie st paer 4 b GG Suld
“0.60 " ererguid eremseréEy UHers “1.07
eTeiT b eredmalonuyh ¢ 1.0  eTei g oTedE oG
uBars “ 2.50 " erewggd eramslorujb Gl S e

epeib @8 @e Guaub S s suLbarper. ”

Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[August 15.]

“That the following Regulation made
by the Minister of State under
Section 71 (2) of the Fauna and Flora
Protection Ordinance (Chapter 469), as
amended by Act No. 44 of 1964, be
approved :

Regulation

The regulations made under section
71 (2) of the Fauna and Flora Protection
Ordinance and published in Gazette
No. 8,366 of April 29, 1938, as amended
from time to time, are hereby further
amended in regulation 4, by the substitu-
tion for the figures “0.50 7, of the figures
“1.0”, and for the figures “1.0”, of the
figures ‘“2.507.°

g@ De @y uwmdEfa =Em ¢
ellgy WBaw@ 6168 HwibuiQuD D .
Ruestion again proposed.

g. o». 3.37

0. ez wowmisY .

(8w erib. QperaréCarer)

(Mr. M. Tennakoon)
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(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
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Question put, and agreed to.

S0 Yes: @IS S
SNV Sy ;
DB QeI eICOED B BB
@@pBriys Qsrens - Quriiri
Curésarsgss Gomssenh : 2ens@H ML
Cagenid apgedlwiar
SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY: DEPART-

MENT OF MOTOR TRAFFIC : PERSONAL
EMoLuMENTS, ETC.

g en. 3.43
o& 3. ¢. 8. n&ded (zDo®
&OR) °

(Qazarra; &, erov. (4. e HON—LC LT &(@
QUT S F YDEFFIT )

(The Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle—Minister
of Communications)

I move,
“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Forty-seven thousand
Six hundred and twenty-seven
(Rs. 47,627) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
fund or moneys of, or at the disposal of,
the Government of Ceylon or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service
of the financial year beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 1966, and ending on September 30,
1967, and that the said sum may be
expended as specified in the Schedule
hereto : —

Schedule Rs.

Head 173—Commissioner of
Motor Traffic

Vote No. 1—Personal Emolu-
ments and other Allowances

of Staff s o 21,627

Vote No. 2—Administration

Charges—Recurrent Expendi-

ture 26,000
47,6277

Hon. Members seemed to be sur-
prised at the reasons for asking for
this supplementary supply. As can
be seen, due to the additional func-
tions that devolved on my Ministry
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we were compelled to take in addi-
tional staff and provide additional
furniture. Further, two assistant
commissioners also had to be paid
their increased salaries retrospec-
tively as a result of promotion. That
is why we could not anticipate this
expenditure when the Estimates
were prepared.

orda Y. 9D, euosd
(soorfl@ erar. orib. QuCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is not the whole story.

A, @l Vwed ETNSENGE Pos.
(8. erLl. QYT LWV LIGRTI T T BTILES )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am still at a loss to know what

this is all about. The Hon. Minister
was very kind to have told us——

Bocsd &5 DSIBNGDDHE

(e FUTFTLST Y6uiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member might have read

the explanation, copies of which were
circulated.

ofed. @lb. Vwed ATTNSNGD .
(Blan. orii. gyi. Lwon LI mTpriss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is true, Sir; but how much
paper can we carry about with us?

o& aaced

(Qaerrey am=qHeove)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

Under Vote 1, the additional sum
of Rs. 21,627 is required for the
following purposes :

(1) To meet the salaries and
allowances of the additional posts of
one Assistant Commissioner, C. A. S.,
Class V ; one clerk, E. C. C. Grade II ;
two clerks, G.C.C. and one K. K. S,,
authorized by the Treasury in conse-
quence of the two new functions
assigned to the department. By
notification in Government Gazette
Extraordinary No. 14,721|3[1966 of
12.11.66 the control of supply and

1967 S @8 7
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distribution of motor vehicles was
assigned as a function to this
department. At the same time, pur-
suant to a Cabinet decision the func-
tion of controlling a scheme of dis-
tribution of tyres, tubes and spare
parts of motor vehicles was also
assigned to this department.

(2) For the payment of arrears of
salary to Messrs. L. P. Wickrema-
ratchi and D. R. C. Hanwella, who
were attached to this department
consequent on their promotion to
Class IV of the C. A. S. with retros-
pective effect from 1.5.63.

(3) To provide for the balance
sum required as a result of the im-
position of a cut by the Treasury in
the Draft Estimates for 1966-67.

Actual expenditure under Sub-
heads 1, 2 and 3 as at 31st July 1967
is as follows :

Sub-head 1—Rs. 487,997
Sub-head 2—Rs. 352,816
Sub-head 3—Rs. 75,591

Then under Vote 2 the additional
amount required is Rs. 26,000. This
sum is made up as follows:

Under Sub-head 4—travelling—
Rs. 3,000 is required for the payment
of an allowance of Rs. 25 for a dura-
tion of two hours and Rs. 50 for a
duration of over two hours to the
representative of the Automobile
Association of Ceylon for atiending
meetings of the Valuation Board
appointed in terms of Part 10 of the
Finance Act, No. 11 of 1963. This
expenditure was authorized by
Treasury letters No. 826/E300/T of
149.1966 and 720/E 324/306 of
22.10.1966. The actual expenditure
under this sub-head as at 31.7.1967 is
Rs. 43,448.

Under the Finance Act referred to
above, when a re-sale of a vehicle
that has come in without custcms
duty has to be registered, an applica-
tion is made to the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles and a valuation board
is appointed to go into the current
market value. Once it is valued the
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duties imposed by the Finance Act
are recovered. There is a member of

the Automobile Association of

Ceylon on the board who has to be
paid.
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P &n Y. 8. cweds
(sarfl@ erer. erib. QUCrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It was tabled on the 14th of

August.

Under Sub-head 5, Rs. 2,500 is now, | |

sought to cover the cost of stationery

required for the additional functions
of this Ministry. The actual expen-
diture under this sub-head as at
31.7.1967 is Rs. 7,070.

Sub-head 6 is in regard to office
furniture and office requisites. Here
too Rs. 3,000 is required because, as

I said earlier, we have got additional
staff.

Under Sub-head 7 a sum of Rs.
17,000 is required for incidental ex-
penses. This is for the publication of
various advertisements in the press
concerning the distribution of tyres
and tubes and also notices calling for
applications for motor vehicles. The
actual expenditure under this sub-
head as at 31.7.1967 is Rs. 3,397.

gof B BB =™ém» G

aflw) o1@ S PwibLGILIHm G-
Ruestlon proposed.

&. . 348
afed. @d. Rwes’ VLT WSsNGD S,

(8- eTLi. Qyi- Lo LIS rrpruss)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am grateful to the Hon. Minister
for reading out to us the note he had
presented on an earlier occasion. As
the Hon. Minister of Food and Agri-
culture said a moment ago, it is not
customary for Members of the House

to carry all these papers about with
them.

o a&aded
(Q@serrey ap=HaV)
(The Hon. Hurulle)

This is a more detailed statement
. that I have given.

ofef. 8. Daed’ AEWNIsNwD Ded.
(B ertl. DY L WGV LIGHTL T 5T )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I appreciate that.

ofed. d. Ve DT NdsNGD Pon.
(Bl orli. gyi. L weh UL IIpriuss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I appreciate it very much. I am
very grateful to the Hon. Minister for
having read it out to us again be-
cause we do not carry these papers
about, as was stated by the Hon.
Minister of Food and Agriculture.
The substance of what the Hon.
Minister tells us deals with some
additional functions for which addi-
tional money is required. One such
function which seems to have de-
volved on him from November 1966
onwards is what is described in this
note read by the Minister as the “ con-
trol of supply and distribution of
motor vehicles”. It does seem very
strange that in a country where we
have banned the import of motor
vehiplas——

o a&ded
(Qaerres ap=mHa)
(The Hon. Hurulle)

Actually these are commercial
motor vehiclas.

ofed. g8, Vesed DL NSsNWD Ded.
(Blgn. erli. i Lwew LIERTLTTBTiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

——as a whole, the Minister should
now tell us that from November 1966
he is in charge of supply and distri-
bution of these vehicles, because, in
actual practice, I have noticed and
observed that none of the people who
obtain these commercial vehicles of
various sorts, whether it is for the
purpose of food production in support
of the Government’s food production
drive, whether it takes the form cof
jeeps, tractors or trailers—[Interrup-
tion].
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oG paded
(Qserres ap=(Ho)
(The Hon. Hurulle)
I have nothing to do with it.

ofef. &, Deed DHNSINwD e,
(B oris. gyif. Lwew LG T BTIIES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, I know. I agree with him. The
Hon. Minister has nothing to do with
it. My observation also is that he has
nothing to do with the distribution of
the jeeps, the Minimokes—the
sukopabogi Minimokes—the sort of
vehicles you see nowadays with
luxurious users.—[Interruption]. I
am using a very good parliamentary
word, Sir,—in the official language.

The point I wish to make is that
the Minister really has nothing
whatever to do with it, as the Hon.
Minister quite candidly said.

QG DR, B, a3z’ an
(Cesarres ertb. 1o, LGwWLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Very luxurious
language also.

in the wuse of

ofef. ad. Dwed DTN .
(Blm 6rii. Qi L WoW LT TIFTLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, essentially sukopabogi.

The Hon. Minister says, quite can-
didly, that this is not part of his func-
tions. Then, may I ask, if you ex-
clude this class of vehicles with which
our country now abounds—the trac-
tors, the trailers, the lorries, the vans,
the jeeps, the beeps, the big jeeps, all
these vehicles—

BocwTds DN
(e-L1 EUTHTWST el &6r)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Milk vans!

1967 e @S 7
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(B ertr. Qi L-wow LIGRT LT BTUESE)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, Sir, the milk vans, 1 agree.
Actually, mine is outside the House of
Representatives at the moment. 1
came in it—after delivering the milk,
of course.

But may I ask, what are these vehi-
cles, the control and supply of which
you are talking so much about ?

This afternoon I had occasion to
ring up the Commissioner of Motor
Traffic and make an inquiry. It was
on behalf of a constituent of mine, a
Mr. Wimalasena, a public health ins-
pector who has been transferred to
Kalmunai from Kalutara. He
required a motor cycle, and he came
and told me that Messrs. Brown and
Co. had brand new motor cycles, that
Messrs. Cargills, Litd., had brand new
motor cycles, the Honda, the B. S. A.
—[Interruption]. The Norton Manx
is not available, I think. But the
essential thing is that these com-
panies have told Mr. Wimalasena,
“You can get them only if you hold
a permit. You are not entitled to a
vehicle without a permit.” So I rang
up the Commissioner of Motor Traffic
and asked him, “ What is the proce-
dure to obtain a permit ?” The Com-
missioner of Motor Traffic told me
that he had published a gazetie noti-
fication in December 1966 presum-
ably soon after the Hon. Minister was
given the function of controlling the
supply and distribution of motor vehi-
cles. Presumably, motor cycles were
also included. In response to his ad-
vertisement, he received applications
from people who liked to have motor
vehicles. I suppose a large number of
people applied for them. I do not
know the actual figures.

The motor cycles are there in the
showrooms. Permits have not been
issued to some people. I do not know
how many permits were issued, or
presumably the permits were issued
and that number of vehicles were im-
ported accordingly. Then, presum-
ably, a number of the permit-holders
changed their minds and preferred to

R e © o i, W
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go in for even more super vehicles.
But the fact remains that these vehi-
cles are there, the assistant commis-
sioners have been appointed, and we
are asked to pass a Supplementary
Estimate.

However, people, even public ser-
vants, who genuinely require vehi-
cles for the performance of their
duties, are unable to get them, and
the question remains unsolved.

Now, I must say that in the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Food, where

the Colleague of the Minister is,

things work much more smoothly.
The land vehicles are given with
much less fuss. The 1967 allocation
of vehicles was disposed of as long
ago as March or April 1967.

oo 0. 8. g

(QserTey 6rib. 1o, LiewrL_ir)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I do not think it was so early as
that.

A, @d. Ve NS sNGD Do,
(8@ erli. yi. LWew LIGHTL TIpriise)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Oh yes, it was. And with the new
financial year approaching, the Min-
istry is now girding its loins and gett-
ing ready to import another lot of
Minimokes in the hope of more food
production.

o £2. 8. DM
(QE6ers oy GTLb. 1@. LIGRTLIT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
And milk vans.

&fef. @d. Vaed DHNEsNGD Se.
(B 6Tl i Lo LIGRT LT T [T U5 & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I will tell you something. If you
really want to learn how to do it,
you can come and find out. There is
a sixty per cent return on your in-
vestment in one year, all told. The
Planning Department is making in-
quiries. I spoke about it in the re-
freshment room, and they wanted to
find out how it was done.

BewniSn @575 @IV
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BBowi s DABNRDNS
(e FUTETWST geur&er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Did not the income tax people in-
quire ?

ofd. @l vew dHWEman S,
(’@@ 6L, qgﬁn'r. Lulew LIGHL TTBTIUGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Free of income tax for five years.
Absolutely free of income tax for five
years.

BowT &8 WDBNGDHPS

(24 FUTBTWST 9eiT&er)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

That is why you are boasting of it.

fes. . Dwed DTN Sw.
(8. orl). opi. L wew LT TTpTUES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Apart from that, the investment on
the cows and the vans constitute a
development rebate under Mr. Wan-
ninayake’s laws.

oé& adqded
(Qzarrou ‘en_m-u@ebw)
(The Hon, Hurulle)

You are an expert in milking !

ad; DY BrsneD

(Qzarrer G GO T LI )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

We might withdraw that from
you.

S, @d. Ve A NSNWD S,

(Bp- 6T, 27 LWew LIeRTLIrTBIES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He does not believe in retrospec-

tive legislation. He is not that moth-
eaten sort !

oCH @ 9WmDIAD dwn.
(&m- Qovawed) (s 6mreurl geor )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Who supplies the water ?
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ofef. @&, Awed AT ENwD S

(Bay. orll. oy L wohv LT T piriIds)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The water? The Milk Board has
got a foolproof test to ensure that
you cannot get away with that. The
only milk that they reject is the milk
of the Agriculture Department and

of the animal husbandry sections at
Bopathalawa and Ambewela.

ad OO. 8. A e
(Q&erras orip. to. Lighri_ir)
{The Hon. M. D. Banda)
That is those days.

of. md. Dwed A WSNGD .
(S eril. opi. Lwew UL TIBIrLGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Even now. Also, at Welisara you
are using it to feed pigs. But the
Milk Board generally imposes such
high standards—/[Interruption].

oS 8. 8. agm &
(Qserral erip. 1o, Ligwrl_i)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Now we are on vehicles.

Ofes. @d. Rwis BHNSINGD Jo.
(‘g—}@_ GTLI. ég—brf'. L WIGY LIGRTL_IT T b Ui )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

See how well worth these inter-
ruptions are ! Now we come back to
the main question as to why the
Minister of Communications has got
additional staff to perform an addi-
tional function which is not in fact
performed. I would like to ask him:
from the time this function was
assigned to him how many vehicles
has he distributed? You are control-
ling and supplying vehicles and, so,
one would like to know. From the
end of 1966 up to date, how many
vehicles have been imported, and
what are these two assistant com-
missioners doing? In practice, from
what I can see, everything depends
upon the generosity of the consor-
tium and the commodity aid. They
have been perhaps a little more
liberal in vehicles than in commodes.
But we are still there. The sanitary-
ware is still coming round the Cape.

6——D 6909 (67/9)
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The second matter I wish to raise
with the Hon. Minister is the matter
he raised about the distribution of
tyres. As far as I am aware, every
motor dealer having stocks of tyres
has been directed that he shall give
two tyres per registration certificate
on production of a licence, and he is
required to endorse on the registra-
tion certificate a seal or a stamp indi-
cating that he has actully given the
tyres out, with reference to a date. I
myself recently had occasion to buy
two tyres from the C. W. E. and I
produced the certificate registraion
along with the current year’s licence,
and on inspection of those two docu-
ments I was required to sign a form,
make a payment, and I was issued
with the two tyres.

What I am interested to know is,
what is the controlling function on
this matter exercised by the Commis-
sioner of Motor Traffic? The import
of tyres is not licensed by him ; the
determination of the quantities of
tyres and tubes going out tfo

different dealers is not in any way -

controlled by him. All he has done
is to make the regulation providing
that if you want to sell your tyres
you have got to have certain docu-
ments produced. What I am inter-
ested to know is, what is this addi-
tional work and additional station-
ery that was required to the tune of
Rs. 2,500 in the office of the Commis-
sioner of Motor Traffic?

The work as far as I ecan see,
might be to collect these forms from
the tyre dealers afterwards. Maybe
to conduct some checks to find out
whether the rules have been
observed. Maybe to obtain some
documents from the Import Con-
troller to satisfy himself that the
dealers have not, for example, traf-
ficked in stocks beyond what they
ought to have according to the Im-
port licences issued to them. But,
as far as I can see, the real function
in this matter is really performed by
the Import Controller as well as by
the dealers in question, with the
result that the Commissioner of
Motor Traffic really, if you examine
it closely, is not perhaps called upon
to do very much more, which, of
course, brings us back to the main

o T e



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3835
w8gdm 8¢l
[efed. @& Bwd AFNSINGD ®w. ]
question : what is the Commissioner
of Motor Traffic doing anyway with
his time, the staff given to him and
the office allotted to him?

It is never possible, as far as I can
see, to license vehicles before the 1st
of January in any given year. This
is a time immemorial thing, even
from the time of the S. L. F. P.
Government. The licensing of motor
vehicles which ought to be concluded
by the beginning of the year is
never concluded before that date.
Why ? There are cases even now
pending before the courts where the
authorities are seeking to collect
even diesel taxes, heavy oil taxes,
ranging back to 1960 and 1962. And
all because the Commissioner of
Motor Traffic is not geared yet to
doing his job.

Take the case of the milk van I
referred to. There are two drivers,
both of whom are ordinary car
drivers, who operate this van. I
have applied for driving licences or
oxtension of driving licences in
respect of these two persons. The
stamp duties have been paid. The
applications have been filled in.
They have even been tested for
competence. This was done four
months ago. There is a further test
required: van drivers are required
to come and answer some questions
on motor mechanism as a condition
precedent to issuing a licence.
They have been finger-printed.
Their histories have been called for
from the police and have been
examined, and nothing has been
found against either of these per-
sons.

Yet no reply is forthcoming from
the Commissioner of Motor Traffic
up to date as to whether the licences
have been issued or refused. No

answer one way or the other.
Why ? What are these people
doing ? That is the question I ask.

They cannot finish their revenue
licensing work. Even the issue of
driving licences seems to be getting
into difficulties. I am prepared to
give all facts and particulars in
regard to these cases.

BHewlEm V5I5) VeHBRCE

3836
©8dém e

oS waced

(Qasarrar aw=HaW)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

I shall look into that.

of . @8, el DTSN S,
(B orli. 2y WGV LIGHLTT5TIL&S)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes. You have some very good
officers in your department. I
think one of them is Mr, L. P.
Wickramaarachchi, an old Divisional
Road Transport Officer.

od aaded
(Qsorras an=HH)
(The Hon. Hurulle)
He got a promotion.

of . @d. Do DHTNSTNGD I
(@@. GTLJ. ,_:-2,5;%. L_wiGw LIGHTL T T BT IEE )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes. He got a promotion to the
Administrative Service and was
whisked out of your department.
He is no longer there in your
department. He is now working in
another department. He is an
excellent officer. You are now ask-
ing for money to replenish the
coffers to cover the payment of
excess salary due to him on promo-
tion. Fair enough. But why is it
that for a long time in the last few
months you did not have a perma-
nent Commissioner of Motor Traffic
in that office ?

For instance, for quite a long
time Mr. Rajendra, another ex-
tremely efficient officer, was func-
tioning as part-time Commissioner
of National Housing and part-time
Commissioner of Motor Traffic, but
he was always in the National
Housing Office and was never avail-
able in the office of the Commis-
sioner of Motor Traffic.

There is only one telephone
number under the Commissioner of
Motor Traffic, and if one ever rings
up that number the highest person
one can get hold of is a peon I
charge. You will never be able to
get yourself connected with any
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responsible officer at a higher level.
Why ? Is it that the Motor Traffic
Department is so busy with all
the staff allocated to it that it is
never possible to speak to some
responsible officer ? Or is it that
the departments are not perhaps as
closely supervised as they ought to
be and that the officers in charge
are able to get away with a lot of
things which the Minister is un-
aware of ? May be their situation
in Narahenpita, far away from the
centre of things, with the Minister
very busy with so many functions
under him, enables them perhaps
not to be as quick on the draw as
they ought to be in regard to the per-
formance of their very legitimate
functions.

I do respectfully submit that while
we have no objection to allowin g the
money that the Minister is asking for
— We certainly shall not oppose the
Vote as such—the Minister must
please look into the question of the
efficiency of his department.

We seem to be drawing close to the
end of another year and there is no
reason why even now all the licences
cannot be issued before the end of
December. If anyone fails to have his
licence, let him realize once and for
all that he is liable to certain penal-
ties under the law. The law is almost
an accepted thing. But people regard
it as their right to travel without a
licence at least until March.

Then again there are so many
documents that you have to produce
for the purpose of licensing of
vehicles, for example registration
certificate and insurance certificate.
Is there any reason why there cannot
be a better co-ordination between the
Commissioner of Motor Traffic and
the Insurance Corporation, both of
which are government institutions, to
make sure that every single vehicle
that runs on the road is insured ? To-
day it is left entirely to the owner to
get his vehicle insured when he likes.
So long as he is covered by insurance
at the relevant time when the licence
is issued, the Commissioner never

e e sn®dE 7
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looks at it again. Or is it not possible,
in respect of every vehicle in Ceylon
on the roads in Ceylon, for you to see
to it that there is valid insurance in
force ? This affects the rights of ordi-
nary users, not only the people
travelling in vehicles but even per-
sons on the road who run the risk
of being knocked down by careless
driving.

I want to mention one other matter,
and it is in regard to law reform.
In the Motor Traffic Act there is pro-
vision for compulsory third party in-
surance, intended as a safeguard for
all persons who run the risk of being
injured in traffic accidents. They
have the right to some sort of
compensation. For some reason, the
Motor Traffic Act, which was passed
in 1951, long before the nationaliza-
tion of the bus services, provides that

.when a vehicle carries a red number-

plate—a hiring vehicle, a taxi or even
a C. T. B. bus—the maximum limit
of liability to the injured persons in
respect of any one accident, no matter
how many persons are involved, is
Rs. 20,000. This is the law as laid
down in the Motor Traffic Act. This
is a thoroughly unsatisfactory provi-
sion.

If, on the other hand, one is
knocked down by a car or a vehicle
carrying a black and white number-
plate, there is unlimited liability.
Even if it is the Insurance Corpora-
tion, the amount of compensation
payable by the insurer, on liability
being established by the insurer’s in-
demnity, is unlimited ; but in the case
of hiring vehicles there is this
limitation.

This is particularly important in
respect of cases similar to those high-
lighted by the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne) arising
out of C. T. B. accidents. I do not
wish to discuss those matters once
again ; I am on a different question.

I would urge the Hon. Minister
to remove this arbitrary limit of
liability and to make the liability
the same whether it is a private
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person or a carrier of persons or
goods for hire or reward, and to
ensure that persons injured through

no fault of their own are equally
compensated.

The Hon. Minister will remember
that in the Debate on the 1965
Throne Speech a promise was made
by the Government to introduce
tortious liability in respect of Crown
vehicles. Therefore, it is all the
more reason why, where so many
government vehicles are on the
road—and  government  vehicles
constitute the greater threat to
individuals—there ought to be pro-
tection afforded. I ask the Hon.
Minister to put the officers of his
over-staffed and under-worked de-
partment, if I may say so, on the
job and to make the essential law
reforms.

g . 410

oG € 9HDIAD .
(,@@- Qovensl & QU F6T )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not
know whether I can co-operate in
voting money for the Department of
Motor Traffic I am not satisfied
with the work that the Commis-
sioner of Motor Traffic is doing. I
shall give one example. For the
last seven or eight years I have been
urging a small change in a regula-
tion under the Motor Traffic Act.
Every time I spoke about it, the Hon.
Minister, from the opposite side,
wisely nodded his head, the officials
in the box took down notes, but
nothing happened.

This is an important matter.
What I want is that it should be
made compulsory for motor wvehi-
cles, in particular the larger vehicles
like vans, buses and lorries, to have
automatic signals because it is
really dangerous, when travelling
on the road, to follow a bus or a
lorry or a van, especially a lorry,
for one never knows when that
vehicle will turn to the right. It is
not that the lorry driver fails to
give the signal, but, eyen if you

Bewldm 08I VHBACE
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watch very closely, you will be
lucky if you can see three fingers
because the hand does not stretch
out of the lorry. I have myself
narrowly escaped getting involved

in accidents on more than one
occasion.

The solution to this problem is
very simple. You have only to
insist that every vehicle—lorries,
vans and buses—should have an
automatic signal either of the light
variety or of the arm variety. If
this is made a requirement I think
it will go a long way to reduce the
number of accidents. This is about
the fifth time that I have brought
up this matter on the Floor of this
House and I hope that even now the
department will take an interest in
the matter and prepare the neces-
sary regulations. If they put up
the necessary regulations I am sure
that the Minister will readily agree
to them.
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@mwh D57, 28, ewedd
(&@er@{@ eréir. erth. QuCrmrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister is the person
who controls all spare parts. What is
the control you exercise in respect of
spare parts ? Do you ensure that an
adequate amount of spare parts is
provided by the different makers ?
This is a matter that I raised earlier.
You must see either that there are
new cars available or that there are
adequate spare parts for the existing
cars to run. -
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SERO T v Te)
(Qserray QD (THEE )
(The Hon. Hurulle)

I would have liked to reply in some
detail to the points that have been
raised but I am sorry that the lack
of time does not permit me to do that.
I have made a note of the valuable
suggestions that have been made and
they will all be considered.

gd e T0um» 8%, vwmudd® B
Sy GESLILG 6rDh ysQETeTETLI L Sl

Question put, and agreed to.
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SUPPLEMENTARY SuUPPLY: KANDYAN

PEASANTRY REHABILITATION SCHEME :
PROGRAMME FOR

1966/67

CONSTRUCTION

g. &n, 4.28
DG NGB CHBNGD

(Qaserrar GoOrHE SSHTILES)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)
I move,

“That a supplementary sum not exceed-
ing Rupees Two million four hundred and
fifty thousand (Rs. 2,450,000) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund of Ceylon,
or any other fund or moneys of, or at the
disposal of, the Government of Ceylon or
from the proceeds of any loans obtained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the
services of the financial year beginning

1967 e s @& 7
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on October 1, 1966, and ending on Sep-
tember 30, 1967, and that the said sum

may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto :

Schedule Rs.

Head 75—Kandyan Peasantry
Rehabilitation Scheme.

Vote No. 5—Services pro-

vided by Department—

Capital Expenditure 1,450,000

Vote No. 7—Economic Deve-

lopment—Capital Expen-

diture 1,000,000
2,450,000 ”

This is a matter that was fully dis-
cussed during the Committee stage
of the Budget.

Hnda duY. 8. cuedsb
(sarflE erer. erw. QuGrra)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No.

DS Gaheh emsncm

(Qserras sorfls sspruss)

(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

The Kandyan Peasantry Rehabili-
tation Scheme

odeh Oy, 9. cweddh
(sarflG) erev. erib. Qulrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No.

BICI &5 DOIBNGDDEH
(21 FuTprLST 9oul Ger)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Do you want to discuss this

matter ?

Hrnwh Iy, 8. cweldd
(srf) erev. ertb. QUGTrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes.
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BowlLn DSsNGEDDH
(2L FUTBETWST 2ol &6 )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Then it cannot be done now. Will
the Hon. Minister of State please
move the Adjournment ?

o, e&. @l. LwdBan
(Qserron Ceg. i spwieui sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

That Motion has been moved ; the
Debate will have to be adjourned.

I move,

“That the Debate be now adjourned.”

g Do TOm® Y, vmuddm .
e ANBEsLUULE ehmsQETeneniLLL .

Question put, and agreed to.

30 @PNMCR ddiw HE D GE

Duaxsy D0 B 1967 w8 27 an
g W2 IR red.

@setuy sy 9 SeaisslLlL .

elergtd, 1967 Geugour 2T, sea@pmn
Bang Qs m@ELD.

The Debate stood adjourned
accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday,
27th September 1967.

DE D
) .g; '@mwt_}q
ADJOURNMENT

ewddznd @f8uw w@ém &Y Y& we
umBea @wém» GE:

“orYd P Acw arf w¢ onde @ N~
[eb & @8 “0ddDm].

“ g @QUOUTWS ©8DoesalOugons . —
[Osairar Gg. wyif. swaisser] aan SCrade

WGoflésul @, ofl@ er6sSwbuiGuUhHmSl.

Bewlde @538 @eRAG®

3862
nE mae
Motion made and Question proposed :

“That the House do now adjourn”.—
[The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene.]

eGw € 928 dw.
(Bcw. Qavowad (&S I F6oT )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I had occasion to draw attention to
several irregularities that were
taking place with the knowledge of
the powers that be in the Ceylon
Transport Board.

I mentioned in particular that in
the recruitment of personnel after
the typists’ examination and the
recruitment of students for the Ger-
man Training School at Werahera
those persons who had obtained the
lowest marks had got in in prefer-
ence to those who had scored higher
marks. I also mentioned that some
persons who had not sat the exami-
nation had been taken in.

On that occasion the Hon. Acting
Minister denied that such irregu-
larities had taken place and asked
whether I would be able to provide

him with concrete instances. It is
not easy to point to concrete
instances and to give names

and so on, because the means by
which such information could be
obtained are not available to us,
Members of Parliament ; and if irre-
gularities have occurred it is only
natural to expect the persons con-
cerned to want to hide the facts.

However, it is possible to a certain
extent to provide information, and I
take this the first opportunity of
bringing one case to the notice of
the Hon. Acting Minister. This


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3853

¢ Mm@
is in relation to the recruitment of
students to the German Technical
Training School at Werahera.

In October 1965 a youngster by the
name of L. M. A. Peries of Hirana,
Panadura, sat this examination. He
passed the examination. My infor-
mation is that he had scored very
high marks. It is even said that he
came first in the examination. Any-
way, he is supposed to have scored
very high marks. Having been
successful in the examination he was
called for an interview. He went for
the interview. That was in Decem-
ber of the same year. Since he was
successful at the interview and had
been selected he was asked to come
in January for a medical test, because
unless you are medically fit you can-
ot be taken into the school. He
presented himself for the medical
examination and passed the test. But
he was not selected as a student for
the school.

The reason for this, I gather, is that
this person had the misfortune of
having an uncle, his father’s
brother, who in the 1965 March
General Election had worked for the
S.L.F.P. candidate, Mr. Perera, at
Bandaragama. Although he had
passed the examination and the
medical test, he was, nevertheless,

not selected.

On this matter representations had
been made to the Hon. Minister of
Nationalized Services, Mr. V. A.
Sugathadasa, but nothing has come
out of it. Then representations had

been made by these people to the
Prime Minister. They have also gone
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through prominent U. N. P. support-
ers of the area to meet the Prime’
Minister. The Prime Minister knows
about this case. When they went and
saw the Prime Minister he had taken
down the particulars of this case and
he had also taken from these people
the copies of the papers they had in
regard to the matter. Even on the
representations made to the Prime
Minister nothing has happened
and in addition the connected papers
too have not been returned to these
people.

Now there is this Bandaragama by-
election that has come up and after
the by-election campaign started
some local U. N. P. people have
approached these people and told
them, “We will act in this matter
now. You come with us, we will
attend to it. This is an injustice and
we will set it right.” On this occa-
sion, however, these people, not being
hopeful that any justice will be done,
have thought otherwise. They have
said, “ Never mind about that; we
will go and see Mr. Leslie Goone-
wardene ”,

They came and saw me and now
I am placing these facts through this
House before the Hon. Acting Minis-
ter of Nationalized Services so that
he could kindly go into the matter. If
the facts are wrong I am not demand-
ing that anything be done, but I think
there is every reason to believe, on
the evidence placed before me, that
this is a justifiable case and that an
injustice has been done to this young
boy. If that is so I want two things
done. First of all I want the injustice
to be corrected even at this late stage,
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and secondly, if the Hon. Acting
Minister is satisfied that an injustice
has taken place in this case, he must
then draw the necessary conclusion
that similar injustices are likely to
have taken place in a number of other
cases. In that event I would seriously
request him to see to it that the
examination papers are not destroy-
ed. If the examination papers and the
results are destroyed there will be
no way of tracing anything more.

Lastly, I request of him to have a
proper inquiry conducted into this
matter, not by the people of the
C. T. B. but by some independent
persons, so that they could go into
this question of recruitment of
pupils to the German Training School.
I am not a person who exaggerates
matters or who brings up before this
House cases of this nature without
having first checked up to the best
of my ability whether the facts are
true. Therefore, I would like to hear
what the Hon. Acting Minister has to
say on the matter.

& on. 4.35
By €d Q.

(B dguspsr)
(Mr. Wijesundara)
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(Qaorra Qoueblssr)

(The Hon. Welagedera)

I am grateful to the hon. Member
for Panadura for raising this matter.
It was brought up during the Com-
mittee stage of the Appropriation
Bill too and I think I gave an ade-
quate reply. He now pinpoints the
case of a young boy named L. M. A.
Peiris of Hirana, Panadura.
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This German Training School had
a very bad spell, should I say, of in-
discipline during the last few years
when students showed a lack of dis-
cipline. In 1964 there was an open
clash between the students and the
Some of the students ran
amok and caused considerable
damage to property. Several
watchers received serious injuries
and one watcher had to be operated
on. As a result of these incidents
and indiscipline, recruitment had to

be done very carefully.

In the case of L. M. A. Peiris, he
was found to be qualified and was
sent for the medical test too. Unfor-
tunately it was subsequently found,
according to confidential reports re-
ceived, that his being offered admis-
sion to the German Training School
would aggravate the problem of in- |
discipline among the boys there. In
the circumstances, the question of
this boy being admitted to the school |
had to be carefully considered and it |
was decided that he should not be
given entrance for that reasori.

watchers.

@nla 95Y. 299, cuseld
(dﬁﬁl}ﬂ‘ﬁ‘@ erer. erip. @QuUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How do you anticipate indiscipline
on the part of a boy ?

o0& ePdEeacs

(Qsarre GQaebssr)

(The Hon. Welagedera)

This is the report made to me. I

will certainly look into the case of
this boy.

eCH € 9»IEAY Ve,
(8. Qavowel] @ eawraur ser)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

His uncle worked for the S.L.F.P.
candidate !
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(Qserre CQauabssT)
(The Hon. Welagedera)
I do not know about the uncle or
the nephew. I will certainly look
into this matter. If it was wrong I
will correct it.

Gndi Y. 99, cuedd

(soorflf) erer. orib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Obviously you cannot anticipate
indiscipline on the part of this boy.

od evcencd
(Qserrar Qabls s )
(The Hon. Welagedera)

But you will admit that we have to
be very careful when admitting boys
of unruly character into this school.

May I have your indulgence, Sir,
to reply to a question raised by the
hon. Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) during the
Committee stage of the Appropria-
tion Bill. He mentioned the case of
a dope dealer or dope man who had
a transport contract with the C.T.B.
I have got the facts. There was no
dope dealer involved.

Messrs. Construction and Develop-
ment were the transport contractors
in respect of the board’s cargo for
the period December 1958 till about
July 1959. Their tender being the
lowest, Messrs. Construction and
Development had been awarded a
contract for the transport of the
board’s cargo. The 1958 contract was
a written contract, and this work was
performed on a verbal agreement on
the same terms as the written con-
tract in 1959.

| In terms of provision 25 of the con-

tract the tonnage shall be assessed by
weight or measurement as specified
in the Bill of Lading, Freight List or

Bewldm V535 VeRBRVGw®
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any other official document connected
with the shipment. On these terms
there must be proof that the freight
was paid to the shipper on the basis
of volume in order to obtain the
higher rate of payment for transport
of cargo from the wharf to the
Supplies Division.

The old claims of the contractor
were paid in 1958 and 1959. In 1959,
the contractor pointed out that in
respect of certain shipments relating
to hangar parts, he was entitled to
the higher payment. Opinion from
counsel was sought and the board
authorized the payment of
Rs. 92,925.94 on six shipments, five
of which were in respect of hangar
parts. This payment was made on
12.3.63 after claims were checked
and pre-audited.

A further claim was made in
August 1963 for a sum of
Rs. 85,102.46. This claim was based
on the transport of tyres, tubes,
chassis, bus body parts, etc. This
payment was not made, and the firm
instituted legal action against the
board for the recovery of this sum.
The case was fixed for trial on the
4th, 5th and 6th September. The
case is pending. This is a mafter
that happened long before we took
office. This is like visiting old sins
upon us. I do not suppose we are
answerable for what happened then.
I want this to go on record so that
the hon. Member might know the
true facts of the case.

I shall certainly look into the
matter mentioned by the hon. Mem-
ber for Panadura (Mr. Leslie
Goonewardene). I was not aware
that the Hon. Prime Minister was
informed of this matter or that the
permanent Minister was informed.
I shall certainly have the matter
looked into.
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oG & QERVEQB e,
(8. Qaavell @ eawreui Ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I will give you the date, time and
place.

ol MDeh casne
(Qaorrer serpE FSETILIES)
(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

BRBaded o& SVHne (T
aryed @wi.) 98wy me TR B
o5 Gencn D O el WwEBY
5V, 8C 3B wm #Swd OP&esS
e’ @80 84D 380 e .

Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at
445 PpmM. until 2 P.M. on
Wednesday, 27th September
1967, pursuant to the Resolu-
tion of the House this Day.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Q8@ @y ped . &
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Bw. a. 8. Ougnen, Biuunsens & %urssenin:
Liguoftes (o)as imemi_ ﬁi: #luy & %

MR. A. G. PIYADASA, IRRIGATION DEPART-
MENT : GRATUITY

192/67

S. & 8. cm»O® Fw. (e euned
T Em Sl kel
- (B 15
@S epeT @y 9SS sai)

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third Col-
ombo Central)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) Is he aware that his
Ministry by letter (No. AG/P. 189/65)
of 14th June 1967 informs Mr. A. G.
Piyadasa of 130, Sri Gunananda
Mawatha, Colombo 13, an ex-
employee of the Mechanical Branch
of the Department of Irrigation, that
he would be paid a gratuity for his
past services ? (b) How much will
be paid to Mr. Piyadasa and when ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ B (928, :Bn& =
3eCAC OB o0 wensnwD)

(Oserrer &. (F. p SDoar—sref, Fil
urFer, tNerdflens DDUDFF (LD FLI (LpFD
QUQRLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

(¢) @3, (q)
ACH LB B BB
oz E/8—3/B8. 1701 &» 67.8.17

SG8s 346 & D
Cg)oegfﬁﬁféq_ cef

B

E8ewsy, Bwers @wrnd 9® 8eny
8m Bcc O wned endewsy

BT B @Y. 2nET wendensy
& a8 Cend8ry o Baqisy 20328/
8 &d. .

(<) %‘5“'3' (%) eHLT  345. BirCiLir ger
@EU‘&-"@IT I D)

rﬁ}_rrr,ggf.ﬁ Qi ‘-_?j? g}u..-'a?rravr:f', H9 & @evd &b

g;j)ﬁfrm@ff;

L) Comor & B o
G/03/B.T. 1701—17.8.67 @& @ovhd Gu‘{g‘;
@D Es i penflEQsrer_amwl Quir H1g
BeopCrilile QupmsQarereniiny. 20
o¥l & 6T G i -

(a) Yes. (b) Rs. 345. Mr. Piyadasa
has already been advised by Acting
Chief Engineer, Mechanicgl Branch’s
letter No. G/O3/BT. 1701 of 17.8.67 to
collect the above gratuity from the

General Treasury. Treasury number
assigned is PN. 20328/G.
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