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The House met at 10 A.M., MR. SPEAKER
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I present the First Report of the
Public Petitions Committee.
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We have considered the undermentjoned
petitions presented to the House and
make the following recommendations :

1. Petition presented by Mr. Laksh-
man Jayakody on 11.8.1967, {from
Mr. Nichol Peries, General Secretary of
the United Southern and Western
Coasts Fishermen’s Association, No. 47,
(%lustom House Road, Negombo, praying
that—

(i) the use of big mesh nylon nets
in the Southern and Western
Coasts be banned ;

(ii) all fishing craft of the Fisheries
Corporation be ordered away
from the fishing grounds of the
petitioners ;

(iii) the badly silted lagoons and
lakes bordering the sea coasts
be dredged and the fast dying

prawn and cra]Bigll iz%g%glr&l%%lapgm =
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

safeguarded ;
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(iv) deep freezing facilities in the
major fishing centres be set up
or a guaranteed price scheme
during glut seasons be formu-
lated ;

(v) fishing fleet in toto be modernized
instead of helping a handful of
fishermen to the detriment of
others ;

(vi) adequate monthly pensions to
dependants of fishermen lost in

action be granted ;

(vii) high powered launches be
stationed in important centres
to rescue fishermen when in
distress in the high seas;

(viiii) on the spot assistance by way of
weekly rations, etc., be render-
ed during adverse weather con-
ditions when no fishing could
be done ;

(ix) facilities be granted to purchase
fishing gear through the unions
at landed cost instead of
allowing the Fisheries Cor-
poration to charge rates which
are very much above the cost
price ; and

(x) a comprehensive scheme be
initiated to house all fishermen
on the same lines as the Coloni-
zation Schemes formulated in
respect of farmers.

We recommend that this petition be
referred to the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries for consideration and such
action as may be necessary.

2. Petition presented by Mr. H. G.
Albert Kariyvawasam on 11.8.1967, from
Mr. H. G. Premadasa, Secretary of the
Cultivation Committee, Godamuna,
Pitigala, and 208 others, praying that
the Pitigala-Godamuna road be tarred.

We recommend that this petition be re-
ferred to the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications for consi-
deration and such action as may be
necessary.

3. Petition presented by Mr. S. J. V.
Chelvanayakam, Q.C., on 31.8.1967, from
Mr. P. A. Thambaiya of Dickwella,
Matara, praying that he be paid a
pension under section 20 (5) of the
Minutes on Pensions from the date he
was dismissed from service by the
Director of Education.

We recommend that this p.etition be
referred to the Minister qf Finance for
consideration and such action as may be

v
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4. Petition presented by Mr. A. L.
Abdul Majeed on 7.9.1967, from Messrs.
S. Kathiravelu and S. Singanayagam,
President and Secretary respectively of
the Depressed Tamil Employees Maha-
sabha, 35/60, Sri Gunananda Mawatha,
Colombo 13, praying that the disabilities
they are subjected to be removed and
sufficient safeguards be guaranteed.

We recommend that this petition be
referred to the Minister of Home Affairs
for consideration and such action as may
be necessary.

9. Petition presented by Mr. T. B. M.
Herath on 21.10.1967, from Mr. P. D.
Herath of Welangahagoda Gedera, Teri-
peha, praying that he be released from
the payment of the balance fine of
Rs. 650 imposed on him for the offence
of growing ‘ganja’ in his garden as he
is now unable to pay it due to his leg
being amputated.

We recommend that this petition be
referred to the Minister of Justice for
consideration and such action as may be
necessary.

6. Petition presented by Dr. E. M. V.
Naganathan on 3.11.1967, from Mrs. S.
Thangaratnam, near Nanthavil Amman
Temple, Kokuvil East, Kokuvil, praying
that she be granted compensation under
section 31 of the Minutes on Pensions
in respect of her husband who lost his
life on 29.4.1964, as a result of snake
bite whilst on duty as Station Master,
Navatkuli.

We recommend that this petition be
referred to the Minister of Finance for
consideration and such action as may be
necessary.

7. Petition presented by Mr. B. Y.
Tudawe on 9.1.1968, from Mr. P. G. W.
Gunawardena and Mr. A. K. Piyasena,
President and Secretary respectively of
the Kokmaduwa Communist Youth
League, Kokmaduwa, Weligama, pray-
ing that—

(i) the Polwatu Oya be developed to
irrigate the large number of
paddy lands in Baddegama,
Habaraduwa and Weligama
constituencies ; and

(ii) the undeveloped land belonging
to the Hallala Estate be
acquired for alienation to the
poorer people of the area for
cultivation of subsidiary food
Crops.

We recommend that this petition be
referred to the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power for consideration and such
action as may be necessary.
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(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—Minis-
ter of Home Affairs)

I move,

“That this House doth agree with the
Public Petitions Committee in their
Report.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Supplementary Estimate No. 4 of 1967-
68.—[The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena on
behalf of the Minister of Finance.]

Bmeduw @ BFe NGl Bows @é» G
FUMSLS By @565 &L fmud it L g,

Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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PETITIONS

eodcmnba &, 8. 8. hosnmsy
(T G8)

(GQ_r&Lr m. erin. of. ‘[E!rﬁrgﬂ"ﬁsﬁr—‘gﬁb
.@&Tri)

(Dr. E. M: V. Naganathan—Nallur)

Mr. Speaker, I present a petition
which is an appeal for compensation
for loss of career suffered by certain
very senior executives of the Esso and
Caltex oil companies.

You would remember, Sir, that in
1963 the Ceylon Petroleum Corpora-
tion took over the business of the
three foreign companies and a num-
ber of employees had thereby to be
retrenched. The Hon. Minister gave
an undertaking on the Floor of this
House to the effect that those who
were retrenched would be given em-
poynient either under Government
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or in the Petroleum Corporation or
in some other corporation of the
Government, and that failing every-
thing they would be compensated. Of
this group 23 have not been compen-

sated fully. Specially two have been
very badly let down.

I present an appeal on behalf of
these two people. They are both Cey-
lonese. They were fairly senior exe-
cutives in the Esso and Caltex oil
companies. I must say that the Shell
Company was very fair and liberal
in the payment of compensation.
Unfortunately, Esso and Caltex have
not been so liberal. They have been
mean in this matter.

I wish to mention the facts briefly.
One of these persons, Mr. Kuthdoos,
was a senior supervisor of shipping
and was drawing a salary of Rs. 1,100.
He was 49 years of age when he had
to retire. If he had continued till the
age of 55, which is the usual age of
retirement, his monthly salary would
have increased with every passing
year by about Rs. 150 or so, and he
would have been drawing nearly Rs.
2,000 per month at the time of retire-
ment. That is, for the six years he has
lost Rs. 100,000 or so owing to his pre-
mature retirement.

In the petroleum companies they
had a pension scheme different to
that of the Government. There they
deducted four per cent of the
monthly salary for the years before
retirement. So, at 49, he has had a
cut of 24 per cent of his salary, and
the man who was drawing a salary
of nearly Rs. 1,100 a month is now
drawing a meagre pension of Rs. 120
a month. He was not given a job
because he was too senior and too old.

Similarly, there is Mr. Vaityyalin-
gam. He was drawing a salary of Rs.
850 per month and he has retired. He
also gets four per cent per year less
on his pension. He gets a very small
pension.

These two gentlemen require to be
compensated, and since the previous
Minister on the Floor of this House
gave an assurance that nobody would
be badly treated or let down, I think
this House is in duty”Y 'bound®to

Bewldrm 855 Oed DE®w
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honour those words and to see that
an adequate pension and compensa-
tion are paid to them.

I have pleasure in presenting this
petition to the House.

Qwdym cuay 6B méM BB UDSw wy «d
Rewdo Dé® GL
QUG DEISGELpeEEHF s L S Tmli GucL g.

Ordered to be referred to the Public
Petitions Committee.
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GAL ACK ELA BRIDGE, WARAKAGODA-
KALAWELLAWA ROAD

6. @G B Vw. (ACHY BoDG)
(8w wEser wperfms—yoGHES6T)

~(Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe—Bulath-
sinhala)
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8m B8&ns
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Is he aware that during the time of
the previous Government work com-
menced on the construction of the
Gal Ack Ela bridge on the Waraka-
goda-Kalawellawa road ? (b) Is he
aware that even after very nearly
three years, the work on that bridge
has not yet been completed ? (c¢) Will
he take action to complete the work
on this bridge and make it suitable
for traffic ? (d) If so, when will the
work on the bridge be completed ?

SLwen oY &8 Own. (S¥ecd D,
e @ ZeC wwecw wOBed
$HECesY ) e D)

(Bm. dleguitirey  QLoesirig ev—. o7 & ik %&
s BCy, srire spHl Curé@ers s
Y& Fifler LrTr@esunarps srilusne )

(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunications)

(¢) 3. () 2. (9) ®3. (8) @
HEe® S WOsm QERE® wem
cOxY 88 mcd®0 MOy W6 V'S
52 éey D@ D JB glAR
D).

AGELY 8@ 28. uwldT ¢l o

@ esny
Lor g Am 6T, &, ofth. amliy oyme&luyn  erder
Guaasin :  enlivesr ML 1) &5 sms6r
MR, M. HAPUARACHCHI AND OTHERS,

BULATHSINHALA | RICE RATION BOOKS

7. Qo @%&03& ¢a.
(Bm. wmser aper@ms)
(Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture and
Food: (a) Is he aware that the
following from among the voters of
the Bulathsinhala Electorate have
applied for new rice ration books in
lieu of lost ration books in their
families : (i) M. Hapuarachchi, (ii)
R. D. Chalo Singho, (iii) B. Magi
Nona, (iv) J. A. Somapala, (v) P.
Karunawathie, (vi) A. Cornelis
Perera, (vii) L. Kusumawathie, (viii)
B. Somawathie? (b) Is he aware
ithat these people have so far not
been able to get their rice ration
books ? (¢) Will he take action to
issue new rice ration books to these
applicants ? (d) If so, when ? (c) If
not, why ?
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a& 0. 8. dm A (MBHE® o
Goend G O%)

(Qsar Ty

GTLD.  I®.  LIGOTL_T—GH GUeFTiLs,s

D GWTG IYGNLDFFIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)

(a) Yes. (b) No. (¢) When ration
books are lost, unless it is established
that they had been lost as a result
of floods or fire, and that fact is pro-
perly reported, no ration books are
issued.

O @«%530@3 @ca.

(B wEser qpersmns)

(Mr- Mangala Moonesinghe)

These ration books have been lost
due to floods and fire, and so far no-
thing has been done about them. I
am aware that in the normal course
if a book is lost it will not be re-
placed ; but when ration books have
been lost due to floods, fire or theft,
then you must do something.

a& 28, 8. g™

(Qzerreu orib. Lo LIGHOT 1T )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

A mere statement of that nature
would not do ; it has to be established.
When the facts are established the
books will be issued, and not other-
wise.

GorrC ©TRowd e,

(B wEser parAEs)

(Mr- Mangala Moonesinghe)

Sir, I do not raise a question in this
House except as a last resort. I have
pursued this matter for over a year.
You can ask your officers about the
steps I have taken, but they have
done nothing about it. I do hope that
the Hon. Minister will look into the
matter.

o 28. 8. AT X

(Q@orres erib. io. LGLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

There are many such requests and
they are fully inquired into. There
was a case of a ration book which
was supposed to be lostoand thisofact

Bewldm @58 Ve VG®
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was certified by an hon. Member
of this House. A ration book was
issued to that particular person on
that statement, but two weeks later
the original one which was supposed
to be lost was found to have been
mortgaged. We have come up against
numerous such instances, and unless
the fact that the books have been lost
due to floods or fire is fully establish-
ed, no books will be replaced.

BE ¢ ¢ Qw. (Adedwd)
(B S 19 yovdlov—usCssain)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)
What is the proof the Hon. Minister
expects when a ration book has been
lost as a result of fire or flood ? In
this particular case, a statement has
been made, your officers have in-
quired into it and one year has pass-
ed. What is the proof you seek ?

a& O, 8. A &
(Qs6rras erib. o. LIGNHTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

No substantial facts have been
established. If there had been a
flood, there are the officers of the
department, the police, the D. R. O.
who will know the facts. In the case
of fire, similar proof has to be ad-
duced. A mere statement is not
sufficient.

Co. @ O. WDHMIME HBHPS
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POST OF GENERAL MANAGER, C.T.B.
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services : (a) Is he aware that the
Ceylon Transport Board has sanc-
tioned the appointment of a general
manager some time ago and specified
the qualifications for this post ? (b)
Did he cause to be withdrawn from
the press the original advertisement
sent for publication? (¢) Did he
cause the original qualifications to be
changed ? (d) Has he held up even
the subsequent notice from being
published ? (e) If so, why ?

oé 8. &.
$O3)

(Qsorre of- a.

HoDGE (S2wr) oW d

& &3 GT&—GC FRwLLW
Coravar o)

(The Hon. V. A.- Sugathadasa—Minister
of Nationalized Services)

(a) Yes. (b) No. (¢) No.
(e) Does not arise.

(d) No.

oG’ € 9ediA» S,

(,@@j Qavewel] (@5emraui e )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

In answer to Question (a) whether
the C.T.B. had sanctioned the
appointment of a general manager the
Hon. Minister said, “ Yes”. When
was that sanctioned ?
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(Qsorres &sssrs)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
About one and a half months ago.

OCw'C @l s @w.
(8w Qavowel) (@ ewraur ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Can you say how long after Mr. R.
T. de Silva first resigned from the
post of chairman ?

N O
(Csorrar &&ssre)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

That was nearly one and a half
months ago.

OCH' E 9MmIERD .
(8w Qeewsl) @ emraui sar)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

He resigned two and a half months
ago ?

Co. @. O. wmuB
@. Gum. & s
CHAIRMAN, C.T.B.
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services : (a) Can the Ceylon Trans-
port Board function or perform its
duties satisfactorily without a duly
appointed chairman ? (b) Is he func-
tioning as or performing the duties
of the chairman now ? (c) If not,
who does this work? (d) Is he
making various appointments in the
absence of the chairman ?

O PHDEIE
(Qazorras &&s5rF)
(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
* (a) No. (b) No. (c) Nobody. (d)
0.
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(Mr. R. M. Dharmadasa Banda—

Bibile)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Is he aware
that the District Co-ordinating Com-
mittee, Monaragala, has approved
the drawing of plans and estimates
for the restoration of a tank called
Malipotha tank situated at Malle-
hewa, Bibile ? (b) How much of this "
work has now been completed? (c) If
estimates have not been prepared,
will he take steps to prepare esti-
mates 1mmediately and start work ?
(d) If not, why ?

aé B 8. ¢ BC (9@, :nG&nde
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) Is he aware that the
River Valleys Development Board
started the construction of the Ingini-
yagala-Bibile road ? (b) Why has the
work on this road been suddenly
stopped ? (¢) How much was allotted
for this work by the board in the
financial year 1966-67? (d) How
much was spent ? (e) Will the work
on this road be resumed ; and if so,
when ? (f) If not, why ?
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(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda—on behalf of Mr. Hema-
chandra Sirisena—First Akurana)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) When was the
present Director of Education of the
Central Region appointed to that
post ? (b) Will he state the number
and the names of those who have
since been given promotions as inspec-
tors of schools and assistant inspectors
from among the head teachers and
assistant teachers who were resident
and employed within the adminis-
trative area of the director of edu-
cation referred to above ? (c¢) What
are the educational qualifications
and the professional experience of
the teachers who were given such
promotions ? (d) Will he state the
home station of each of these
teachers, giving the electorate, the
revenue district, and the grama-
sevaka division 'to which each
teacher belongs ? (e) What are the
schools to which they were attached
before they were promoted inspec-
tors ? (f) Will he state separately
their periods of service as govern-
ment teachers ? (g) What are the
teachers’ unions to which they

belonged and what are the offices
they held ? :
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(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of
Education and Cultural Affairs)

(a) From 1.10.1966. (b) Two
assistant teachers have been given
permanent appointments as circuit
education officers and six teachers
have been given acting appointments
to perform lthe duties of circuit
education officers. In regard to (c),

(d), (e), (f) and (g) the part;
are tabled. (9) the par lculars
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WORK IN WALAPANE ELECTORATE UNDER
KANDYAN PEASANTRY REHABILITATION
SCHEME
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a¢) Will he state the sum expended
and the work done in the
Walapane Electorate under each
of the following items during the
years 1965-66 and 1966-67 under the
votes of the Kandyan Peasantry
Rehabilitation Scheme: (i) roads,
(ii) health, (iii) education, (iv)
~ther work ? (b) If not,
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Does he agree
in principle with the granting of
science degrees such as those of
medicine and engineering in all the
universities in Ceylon in the Sinhala
medium ? (b) If so, when does he
propose to achieve this aim ? (¢)
What is the action taken so far, and
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what action does he propose to take

in the future, with a view to achiev-
ing this aim ?
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(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) I agree in principle to the gran-
ting of all degrees in the universities
of Ceylon in Sinhala and Tamil. (b)
As soon as practicable. (¢) Active
steps are being taken to obtain com-
petent teaching staff and to provide
the necessary text books.
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USE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS FOR
PUBLIC PURPOSES
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. T. B- M. Herath)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Was a workers’
union belonging to a particular
political party allowed the use of
the hall of the 2/Ragala Maha
Vidyalaya for the purpose of con-
ducting a meeting on 18.3.67 ? What
is the political party to which this
union belongs ? (b) If so, what 1s
the policy on the basis of which per-
mission was granted for this pur-
pose ? (c) Was the use of the
Nildandahinna Maha Vidyalaya hall
for conducting a pirith ceremony
and alms-giving in April 1967 dis-
allowed ; and if so, who was dis-
allowed the use of this hall ? (d)
What is the policy underlying this
course of action? (e) Will he
clarify his policy in regard to the
question of permitting the use of
school buildings for public purposes ?

Swwle w.

(8@ guegfu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) It is true that permission was
granted to use the N/Ragala Tamil
Maha Vidyalaya hall for the purpose
of holding a meeting of the Ceylon
Estate Workers’ Union, on 18.3.1967.
We do not know to what political
party this union belongs. (b) Because
it was a request made by a recog-
nized trade union. (¢) Yes, to the
Secretary of the Sri Lanka Buddhist
Organization and to the hon. Member
for Walapane. (d) According to a re-
port received that it would lead to a
breach of the peace. (e) The use of
school buildings is allowed to
approved teacher associations, recog-
nized trade unions of officers of the
Department of Education, recognized
trade unions, provided the buildings
are, netireserved on such dates for
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S 8zn B
other purposes. Though the general
principle adopted is such, if according
to circumstances the Ministry feels
that the grant of such permission is
not suitable it will not be granted.
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(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)
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MAGANDANA OYA M.P.C.S., MONARAGALA :
CHARGES FOR RICE
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(Mr. Dharmadasa Banda)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture
and Food: (a) Is he aware that the
Magandana Oya Multi-purpose Co-
operative Society, in the Monaragala
District, charges the consumers
o cents per measure of rice ? (b)
Will he take action to stop this
practice ? (c¢) If not, why ?
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(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

(@) I am not aware. (b) If any
charge is made steps will be taken to
stop it. (c¢) Does not arise,
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KARANDANA-UDAGAMA ROAD

8. ¢ cwmBwm &3TBAm @wr. (SF®»
B S®nucm Sctr.—eenden—edn)

D)
(,@C{’j 9. QaEriiewr Er?gﬁ’suxiﬁsar——@@-
7 Gearailif sﬁ?&}ﬁ’mrfmrwdsﬁ——@‘@pfr‘mw—mr&
Lrs )
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka—
1 Horana)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Is he aware that the work on the
Karandana-Udagama road in the area
of the Executive Engineer, Avissa-
wella, has now been stopped ? (b)
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When was this work stopped? (c)
What was the reason for stopping the
work ? (d) Will he take action to re-
sume without delay and complete the
work on this road, which will help to
bring much progress to the area ?
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Minister of Public Works, Posts and
Telecommunications)
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE: MR. PERCY
SAMARAWEERA

oS5 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qaorrar &- (F. 3. Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I move,

“That Mr. Percy Samaraweera,
Member for Welimada, be granted leave
under Section 24 (1) (e) of the Ceylon
(Constitution) Order in Council, 1946, to
be absent from the Sittings of the

House for a period of three months from
11th February 1968.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[10th February.]

“That the Regulations made by the
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence
and External Affairs by virtue of the
powers vested in him by Section 26 of
the Indo-Ceylon Agreement (Imple-
mentation) Act, No. 14 of 1967, which
- were presented on January 26, 1968, be
approved. ”—[The Hon. Dudley Sena-
nayake]
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(9 of. 9 Oserwer—Qsrapby wsH
PLPGY (LD 915 & G aull )

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to
take long. I wish to confine myself
to three matters. The essence of the
agreement, which is the basis of both
the Bill and the regulations, is that
Ceylon and India are going to under-
take certain obligations which should
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be carried out more or less simul-
taneously. We shall being a process
of registration of persons as citizens
of Ceylon, and India will accept a
number of persons as citizens of
India. S

I am not going to canvass again the
main question that was fought out
at the time of the Second Reading,
namely, whether the proportion of
persons who become Ceylon citizens
should be based on the number of
people who become Indian citizens or
the number of people who actually,
physically, are repatriated. That
matter has been debated and decided
upon. I do not want to canvass that
again. I shall stick strictly to the re-
gulations. But even under the pre-
sent regulations there is an onus on
the Government of India to accept
personsg as Indian citizens, and it is
presumably only after that that such
persons will be placed on the register
of those who await repatriation to
India.

It seems to me, and I speak subject
to correction, that there is a lot of
activity on our part to fulfil our obli-
gation under this agreement, but I
do not see a corresponding activity on
the part of the Government of India.
As soon as these regulations are pass-
ed persons will make applications to
become citizens of Ceylon and the
process of their becoming citizens of
Ceylon will start. The Hon. Prime
Minister is aware that during the
Committee stage of the Bill as well
as during the Second Reading, the
question was raised as to how the
Government of India is going to grant
citizenship to persons, particularly if
those persons do not apply to be citi-
zens of India. Various sections of the
Indian Constitution were read out. I
do not want to go into all that. But
at that time too we wanted to know
from the Government whether they
are satisfied that corresponding steps
are being taken by the Government
of India to fulfil their obligation
under this Bill. I do not raise this
because I distrust the Government of
India or anything like that. But the
registration of persons as citizens of
Ceylon and the registration of per-
sons as citizens
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530
Bewd®

who await repatriation must go
forward simultaneously and in accor-
dance with the accepted proportions.
That is the underlying theme of both
the Bill and the original agreement.
We have no information on what the
Government of India has done. I
would like to know from the Hon.
Prime Minister whether, while we

. are going ahead with honouring our

obligation, he is satisfied that the
Government of India is also proceed-
ing to take appropriate steps in re-
gard to this matter. I cannot say that
I study everything that is passed by
the Lok Sabha in India. But I am
not aware of any recent legislation
in India to give the Indian Govern-
ment the powers to fulfil its obliga-
tion under this agreement. It may
be that they do not intend to pro-
ceed by way of legislation ; maybe
they want to act administratively.
But let us know what the situation is.
That is my first point.

The second point is a matter to
which I referred both in the Second
Reading of the original Bill and in
the Committee stage. You remem-
ber that I urged that, in addition to
a register of persons who become citi-
zens of Ceylon and a register of those
who become citizens of India and
await repatriation, we should start
with a main register of persons to
whom the Act applies. At that time
the Hon. Prime Minister said that
that is a matter that could be cons-
idered when the regulations are in-
troduced. Now we have the regu-
lations but, unfortunately, they do
not speak about that mater at all.
These regulations really fall into two
parts. On the one hand they des-
cribe all the processes by which
people can become citizens of Ceylon
under the Act, and on the other, the
processes by which a person becomes
a citizen of India and enters the re-
gister of those who are awaiting re-
patriation. The necessary documents
which have to be filled for these pur-

poses are also included in the
regulations. It seems to me that we

may run into many difficulties un-
less we determine in the first instance
who are the persons to whom this Act

©fiized Indiganaapplieson. This is a matter which we
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can do on our own without even wait-
ing for the Government of India. In
fact, all this time we could have ask-
ed the people concerned to apply, and
then prepared a basic register of those
to whom this Act applies in our opi-
nion, and then started separating
them. There is absolutely no indica-
tion that the Government intends to
act in that way. I think that is a
major omission in these regulations
—the lack of such a main register of
those to whom the Act applies.

My third point is this. I want to
emphasize a matter that has been
referred to by the hon. Member for
Panadura (Mr. Leslie Goone-
wardene). I think it is very neces-
sary that there should be a clear indi-
cation of the priorities which the
Government intends to be guided by
in granting citizenship of Ceylon.
Under the original Citizenship Act it
was possible to grant distinguished
citizenship to 25 persons a year. That
was done at the discretion of the
Prime Minister, but even there
certain directions were laid down by
law that the persons concerned
should be eminent in certain ways.
Of course, that was observed more in
the breach than in fact and, as a
result, we had a number of rather
unfortunate choices and one or two
good ones also.

o DVE o zN5NGD
(Qserres L ofl Copmprusgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No unfortunate choices by me.

e B8sY e,

(B Qaeriwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You were not prepared even to put
your hand on it: you were so
frightened by what had happened in
the past that you would rather not
touch the matter. That is a matter
that involved only 25 persons, but
here is a matter which concerns
300,000 persons. It is very necessary
that we should have a very clear
direction as to certain objective tests
which should be fulfilled by appli-
cants in order to gain priority in

g
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I am not saying that you
should be bound to accept every
person who fulfils such tests.
But other things being equal,
those who satisfy such objective
tests should be the persons who will
get priority. We had an experience
when it came to applications under
the original Act, the Indian and
Pakistani Residents (Citizenship)
Act. I think nearly 700,000 people
who applied to be citizens of Ceylon
or whose names were included in the
applications did not get selected.
Presumably the majority of them are
still here and they have not died.

DO 5D
(surprusr oyeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is sus-
pended till 2 p.Mm. On resumption the
Hon. Deputy Speaker will take the
Chair.

ded® S0 gPMCD MMOMEDD ¢ HQdm
CEY, §. . 2 0 Bowds DAmeDHHe’
[ dBx fudd 8.8.8] swmoRw doax
OW SO D ¢l

@serug suworey 9. u. 2 wefawmr G
Bogsuuc®, Bam@hb eobuordnm. ouosum
prusr [wforer m&& ufsg, @.9.x7.] s%enn
S8 ey .

Sitting accordingly suspended till 2 p.M.

and then resumed, MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER
[Sir Razik Fareep, O.B.E.] in the Chair.

S sY Dca.

( ‘63.@- GserLoer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when we
adjourned for lunch, I was on the
point that it is necessary to establish
some guiding lines and priorities
when it comes to deciding who should
be selected as citizens of Ceylon.

It is quite clear that this is a
matter that has been engaging the
attention of the two Governments,
especially our own Governments—
the previous Government and the
present Government. There was pro-
vision made for it in some of the
earlier discussions between officials.
Experience has shown that we are
likely to get applications for citizen-

acceptance as citizens @ﬁ;itiz@egﬂumlaha@hﬁﬁqrmtimspect of more than 300,000
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people. There is some doubt whether
525,000 people will apply to be
repatriated to India, but there is no
doubt whatsoever that we are going
to get more applications from persons
for citizenship of Ceylon than can be
granted in terms of the Act which
this House has passed. Therefore it
becomes necessary that we establish
some form of priorities, some direc-
tions, as to who should be chosen.

Quite apart from the questions of
political patronage and bribery and
various other matters that have been
referred to by earlier speakers, there
is the question that once we have
decided to admit 300,000 as new
citizens of Ceylon, we should also be
deeply concerned to see that the most
deserving, the most worthy of them,
are those who are selected.

I know that in all these matters
the final discretion will have to lie
in somebody and if necessary the
Minister himself. But basically there
should be certain tests laid down.
The agreement reached between offi-
cials, namely, between Mr. N. Q. Dias,
who was then the Permanent Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs of Ceylon, and Mr.
Jha on behalf of the Indian side, sets
out some of these conditions, and I
think they are on the whole quite
fair ones.

This matter was referred to, in
passing, by the hon. Member for
Panadura (Mr. Leslie Goonewar-
dene). Perhaps you will allow
me to reiresh the minds of hon.
Members as to what was agreed up-
on. I shall read from HansArp of the
5th February 1967, column 558. The
hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F. R.
Dias Bandaranaike) on that occa-
sion read out the entire agreement
between the two officials which was
subsequently ratified by the two

Governments. Section 4 reads as
follows :
“The Ceylon Government in their

public notices inviting applications will
indicate the wvarious factors to be taken
Into consideration in the conferment of
their citizenship, such as—

(i) whether person had applied for
or had been included in an appli-
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under the Indian and Pakistani
Residents (Citizenship) Act of
1949 and had not been accepted
for citizenship; .

(ii) whether a person was born in
Ceylon ;

(iii) the period of an
residence in Ceylon ;

(iv) whether the applicant is a
member of a family, some of
whose members are citizens of
Ceylon by descent or regis-
tration.

applicant’s

The Ceylon Government while
desirous of giving preference to those
who had originally applied for Ceylon
citizenship, would also be prepared to
consider applications from other
persons- ’—[OFFiciAL REPORT, 5th Febru-
ary 1967 Vol. 71z c. 558].

I must say I went through the form
of application which is prescribed in
this regulation, and I find there is
provision to get the information
which is referred to in this section.

I should like to know from the Hon.
Prime Minister whether it is his in-
tention as Prime Minister to issue ins-
tructions that, in the disposal of an
application, consideration should be
given to what is set out here. There
are a number of cases which deserve
such attention. There are a number
of persons who did not get citizenship
of Ceylon under the Indian and
Pakistani Residents (Citizenship) Act
for technical reasons.

I know the case of a young man
whose father, mother and younger
brothers and sisters were all regis-
tered as citizens of Ceylon but he
could not be registered for the simple
reason that he happened to be a
couple of days over 21 years old. As
he was at that time studying abroad
he could not make an application on
his own behalf. Now for nearly 20
years he does not know whose citizen
he is and he continues to live in this
country. There a number of cases like
that in this country where for tech-

nical reasons a person could not get
citizenship.

~ Ishould like to urge the Prime Min-
1ster to make a statement that he will
give directions that these matters

cation for Ceylonpigitizenship.nSheutld.be taken into consideration,
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and other things being equal prefer-

ence should ba given to people of this

kind. | | &

All those who applied the last time
for cillizenship demonstrated a desire
to be citizens of Ceylon. Certainly
those people deserve consideration
and those people born in Ceylon

should have equally strong claims for
citizenship.

You will recall that under the
Indian and Pakistani Residents
(Citizenship) Act strict qualifications
were laid down and persons had to
qualify. They had to show proof that
the Act applies to them and so forth
and their applications were minutely
scrutinized. Large numbers of per-
sons had their applications for citizen-
ship rejected because they failed to
conform to one or more of these
qualifications.

In these regulations we do not have
a single qualification laid down. I
understand that. The reason is
obviously that we cannot guarantee
that every person who qualifies will
be accepted as a citizen bacause thare
is a limit of 300,000 fixed. Otherwise,
you may have more than 300,000.
There should be some objective
test by which we can ensure that Ithe
best people and the most suitable
bersons are the ones who will get
citizenship of Ceylon.

B3l &b DB
(e surprusi oyeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Prime Minister.

a6 VDE ot NG
(Caerra L ofl Coepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Mr. Deputy Speaker

ARG, ¥. R¥ge @wm. (md@rce)

(8@ 1 bery. @ Siwsre—OLuen
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(Mr. W. A. Dharmadasa—Pelmadulla)
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I am sorry, the hon. Member for
Pelmadulla rose late.

&. oy 2.10

DS WDE o 3NN

(Qaerrar 1 afl Co@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
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Gunasekera).
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Both fellows

¢ cmBen 8S9ZAD .
(B g Qerdevr & peur ser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I object to the word *fellow"
being used.
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fellows. “Fellows” sometimes can
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called them fellows, I withdraw it.
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fellows.
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They were parties to the choosing
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
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The hon. Member said, “We are
not asking for separate electorates.”
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On a territorial basis.
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Those were his very words. If
you look up Haxsarp you will find
them. I have not seen it lately. I
noted them down when he gave
utterance to the words, “ We are not
pressing for separate electorates .
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Question put.

MRr. DEPUTY SPEAKER, hawving collected
the& Voices, declared that the “Ayes”
had it.
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The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 37 ; Noes 8.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[8th February.]
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“Rubber Prices Slump

Expectations that rubber would
benefit by the devaluation of the Ceylon
rupee have been belied.”
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* According to rubber trade circles,
rubber prices, which have been
declining in recent weeks, slumped to
pre-devaluation levels at 733 cents a
pound yesterday.

The recession has caused much anxiety
in producers and officials circles.

The trade attributes the plunge to
several factors such as increased
production by major producers, including
Ceylon, a rise in the output of synthetic
rubber and a suspension of the Malay-
sian Government’s buying in the Singa-
pore market,.

Ceylon’s rubber crop alone has risen
by about 50.000 tons over the last decade
—ifrom 90,000 tons to 140,000 tons at the
end of 1967 ; Malaysia’s by 400,000 tons
—from 700,000 to 1,100,000 tons ; and
Thailand’s by 50 per cent.”
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“The consultative committee of
plantation associations issued a state-
ment today calling for a 17 per cent
reduction in export duties ‘ to ensure that
Indian tea retains the competitive
position held prior to the devaluation
of sterling and the resultant action taken
by Ceylon’.”
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g5¥c@0® e’ SHDCHE S8
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GO e® Ded Né Gexm 6CL PN
W emedsy e® quen Yed @RS
ey QG COE ®ce MDD gdem
DEBI,

. 0. 3.45
e DuY. DO. cwedd

(ser 5 erer. erb. QuUlrrr)
(Dr. N- M. Perera)

I was hoping that the Hon. Minister
in introducing this Motion would say
how much the Government have
earned as a result of devaluation be-
cause this is really a motion which
they contemplated when they in-
troduced the devaluation proposal.
You will remember that during the
devaluation debate the Hon. Prime
Minister made much of the fact that
he anticipated substantial increases
in the prices of all our major exports
—tea, rubber and coconut. Therefore
he gave an undertaking to this House
that he would not permit the in-
creased profits accruing to the big
businessmen to be left untapped, but
that the Government would see to it
that they took at first a portion of
such profit. In point of fact, I think,
the Hon. Prime Minister said that he
would take a substantial portion of
those profits and use them for the
benefit of the people of this country.
That was the position taken up by
the Hon. Prime Minister.

The Hon. Prime Minister, of course,
painted a glorious picture of the tre-
mendous improvement in prices that
the Government expected on these
three commodities as a result of de-
valuation. He is a most optimistic
Prime Minister with regard to the
results of devaluation. He is buoy-
ancy itself. The Prime Minis-
ter of Ceylon today is a person who
is floating in the air. He says that
self-sufficiency is round the corner
and there will be prosperity by 1970.
He has all sorts of visions. I do not
know whether he is suffering from
hallucinations because he has got the
most sanguine and optimistic con-
cept of what is going to happen in
Ceylon. He is thoroughly uncon-
cerned with what is actually happen-
ing foday. Anyhow, my complaint
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about the Hon. Prime Minister is this.
Unfortunately he is not here at the
moment. We had a long debate on this
whole question. I am just trying to
go through some of the most interest-
ing statements that he made on that
occasion on the devaluation debate.

The least we can expect of
the Hon. Minister of Finance is to tell
us what has happened. By the
way, we are discussing both
Resolutions (2) and (3). The least
that he should have done—when he
wakes up anyhow ; I do not blame
him because the position is so bad for
the Government that he should be
nodding; I am not surprised.—
[Interruption]. I do not want to
wake him from his slumber. This
Government is slumbering. After all
is said and done, the Government is
slumbering and everybody is slum-
bering. Only the poor people are
suffering. That is all right.

These resolutions are a consequence
of the action taken by the Govern-
ment with regard to the currency of
this country.

On previous occasions the Govern-
ment said that these duties were being
introduced because of the high prices
some of our commodities are fetching.
These duties are now in operation.

There are two things that the Hon.
Minister of Finance should have done.
Firstly, he should have told the House
how much money the Government has
earned during the last two or three
months as a result of the new duties.
Then we would have known what has
actually happened in the new
situation. Secondly, the Hon. Minister
should have told us whether 'the ex-
pectations of the Government have
been fulfilled or whether they have
been belied with regard to the prices
of these commodities.

The Minister of Finance has not
told us anything about these two
matters. He introduced the motion
and after a laconic speech of two or
three minutes he sat down quite
happily.

Now, Sir, I have noticed that the
Hon. Minister has a knack '@ ¢igt e

BewdEn s3I SeFVCEs
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wering any of the questions that are
raised during the course of a debate.
I was reading his speech in reply in
ithe Debate we had a couple of weeks
back in regard to Treasury Bills. On
that occasion I tried to analyse the
situation arising from the devaluation,
and I asked the Hon. Minister a few
pointed questions as to the expecta-
tions of the Government. There is
nothing in the speech of the Hon. Min-
ister made by way of reply in which
he gave any answer to the questions
we asked—nothing at all.

The major thing he said was about
the credit squeeze. He said that the
peculiar position in Ceylon is that the
more we squeeze the more we ex-
pand. I do not know which way the
expansion takes place, but that is the
position the Hon. Minister took up.

The other intriguing position he
took up was that everything was due
to the strikes. Even the delay in the
publication of the Central Bank Bul-
letin was due to strikes! How could
any strike have affected the publica-
tion of the Central Bank Bulletin ?

AL @l Vel AT MWémnem S
(8. eris. oy 1_wew LIGRTL_IT T 5T I & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The former governor going on
strike.

pade Y. DO. cuads

(é;cmrﬁﬁ erer- erib. QuGram)

(Dr- N. M. Perera)

The former governor fell ill, poor
man, and went off. Unless the people
who draw up the charts and so on
went on strike, how could a strike
cause a delay in the publication of 'the
Central Bank Bulletin?

aG; DY BNk
(Qazorrar QUGHTGHl) (51T 1155 )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Printing.

Gl Y. 8. cwels,

(BT B & 6reT. orih. QuGrarr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Government -Press was never
on strike. Obviously the Hon. Min-
ister’@¢f Finance is drawing on his
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imagination for facts. The Hon. Prime
Minister is living in a world of hallu-
cinations and the Hon. Minister of
Finance is living in dreamland.

oG D5y BBNGD
(Qaerrey euerallpriiss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

There were various
various departments.

strikes in

D& Y. 8. cueld

(ser§ & erer. erd. QuGTrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Central Bank was never on
gtrike. As I said, the Minister of Fin-
ance is drawing on his imagination for
his facts.

What has happened to the Govern-
ment ? The Benches are empty.
Nobody in the Front Bench bothers
even to be present.

@ag Y BN
(Qaerres eseref pruss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Why ? 1 am here.

&»dew DY, 2. cuads
(seor fl @ erer. erib. QuCrarm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Look behind you.

@G D5Y Bsned
(Qaerrey GUE;iTGDﬂ‘@’JTH_M:Eg‘E)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Look behind there.

ahde Y. 8. cueddk

(soor @ erer. eriv- QuiCror)

(Dr- N. M. Perera)

The Government must maintain a
quorum. If I sit down now and ask
for a quorum the House will have to
be adjourned. The Government has
lost interest in governing this country.
The Government has lost interest in
themselves.

1968 @2338808 11
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S8@ed] @l. 8. Adwdonem Bw.

(g Do @)

(Bmns @plwrCeur Qi 1. LIGRTL_TF
ﬁrﬂ.&%&—g/‘;ﬁ"ﬁﬂ?dié}ﬂ})

(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
Attanagalla)

What nonsense! They have not lost
interest in themselves.

oG 23Y B 5N

(Qaerra aerallpriiss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

There is disagreement in your own
ranks about Ithese things. The hon.

Leader of the Opposition disagrees |
with what the hon. Member says.

AL, @l e TN Nwm Sen.
(8ln- 61 i Lwew LWL TTpriLGs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

There is no faith and hope. They
cannot even get charity.

@ndw 957, 8. cweld
(BT Bl erer. erid. QuUIGrTmr)
(Dr- N. M. Perera)

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
says they have not lost interest in
themselves. I am a little charitable.
She is not. She says they are all in-
terested in themselves. That is all
they are interested in.

O DY BI5NGR
(Qaerrey auesrel Biruisds)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
That is a disagreement.

phda DuY. 0. cuedsb

(T Bl G erer. erib- QuIGrTr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Not a material disagreement.—
[Interruption]. If that is a point of
disagreement which is giving the
Hon. Minister some pleasure, he is
quite welcome to have that pleasure,
because we are in agreement on all
other and major issues. There is dis-
agreement only on this minor issue
whether you are interested in
yourselves or not.
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I got down HANsARD because I want
to read the Hon. Prime Minister’s
speech on devaluation. It is most in-
teresting to read back his speech—
although I do not intend to do SO—
to show how everything he said has
been disproved. Everything has gone
wrong. His fanciful, imaginative talk
about the consequences of devalua-
tion have all been belied. I wanted
to bring a copy of the “ Economist
of November 1967 wherein the
reasons why Britain devalued the
pound sterling are analysed. The
“Economist ” says that devaluation
took place partly for panic reasons.
The Government was in a panic and
that is why it devalued. The Hon.
Minister got up in the House and
said, “We had no alternative but to
devalue. ” In other words, this
Government also went into a panic
like the British Government and
therefore devalued.

oS, 8. Qued DETmd2nwm Sww.
({@@ GT LY. \::,_)Lz,;%. L_tien uaﬁr.f_n’y‘,m;rme%&;)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

They even devalued the
M. D. H. Jayawardena.

Hon.

gl Y. 8. cua¥s
(sorflG orar. erib. QuGror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, the poor man. I used to have
a lot of regard and respect for the
Minister of Scientific Research and
Housing.

ofes. @8, Rue’ AL WS .
(‘@@ eTLI. DpT - L_UIGw LIGET LT T 5T IS5 & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Scientific housing without financial
priority !

ad; D5Y B3N

(Qserre; asre pruss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
It is important.

@ Y. 8. el
(sor 5 erar. erip. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Of course, it is important.

That is all by the way.

BeudEm 9535 VeFDEw®
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Now I want to deal with what the
Hon. Minister said on the last occa-
sion. I do not want the Hon. Minis-
ter on this occasion too to get up and
crack a few jokes about squeezing
people and so on and forget the main
issue. That is what I am objecting
to. He is very clever at that. We alj
enjoy it. It is an after dinner speech
that he makes. On an important
issue he makes an after dinner
speech.

of. @l Rue AT Wdnwm Ow.
(‘@@. GTLI. Y S u@:'an_m"mra.n:écz)
(Mr. F. R- Dias Bandaranaike)

He is old enough to get away with
it.

aDlw Y. 8. cueds

(soor & erer. erb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am very strongly opposed to it.

Look at what he said. To justify
his demand for the Rs. 250 million
in Treasury Bills, this was what he
said :

“And for what reason do we want
this money ? The prices of tea, rubber
and coconut have slumped in a way that
they have not slumped before. Also, as
a result of devaluation we have to meet
a certain amount of extra expenditure.”
—[OrrICcIAL REPORT, 27th January 1968 :
Vol. 76, c. 1116.]

I am coming to the question ot
falling prices. I understood when
they introduced this devaluation that
one of the things they had in mind
was the imposition of export duties
to obtain money for the purpose of
meeting the extra expenditure in-
volved. But, according to him, the
exira money is to be found through
Treasury Bills and is not money
which they are getting on these
duties. That is what I want to know.
The Hon. Finance Minister should
have told us when he introduced this
motion how much money he got from
the duties that have been levied since
22nd November 1967. These duties
are dncoperation since then.
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Q& DY BI5ND
(QserTen aueTallBIII&EsE)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
Hardly any time.

gdw Y. DO. cweld
(sorfG erar. erib. QuUGrTrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

December, January and February ?
It is now practically three months
since you introduced this and we
must know what your experience has
been. That is the material point.

Now I come to the most important
point. It is rather a depressing thing
for us to get up in this House and tell
the Ministers, “We told you so”.
Within a matter of months the Oppo-
sition is in a position to tell the
Government, “Everything we said
has come true.” Quite categorically
I made the statement that you would
never get any appreciable increase in
the foreign exchange earnings as a
result of devaluation. That is the
categorical statement I made here. Is
that not true ?—

D& DY BN
(Qaorres aicral pruss )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
You did not say—

andw Y. 9. swaels
(eoor g5 erer. arb. QuCrmrr)
(Dr. N- M. Perera)

“You did not say...” Is that all
you can say ? I shall read out to you
what your Prime Minister said on
that question. The Prime Minister
was most buoyant about what was
going to happen. He was expecting
a big increase in the tea prices. I
challenged him to prove that as a
result of devalutation you were going
to get even an increase of £100 sterl-
ing in foreign exchange. That was
my challenge, and he gaily took up
the challenge and said, “On the con-
trary, we are going to get a substan-
tial increase in foreign exchange.”
That was the position he took up. I
am now trying to prove, not through
my statement but threugh that of a
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third party, how much they have
appreciated the point of view that I
placed before you.

What did I say on that occasion ?
I said that devaluation was not going
to touch the prices of tea. I am
dealing with tea at the moment. I
said that in point of fact there would
be no change in the prices of tea as a
result of devaluation because you
were not touching the basic problem
connected with the sale of tea,
namely, the stranglehold of the
agency houses and the brokering
firms in this country. Those are the
specific statements that I made here
in this House. Did you try to
answer them ? I ask this Govern-
ment : You have been in office for
the last three years. What have you
done to break that ring ?

Way back in 1964, in introducing
the Budget, I said: “This is the
major question that we have to
face”. Since 1956, ever since the
U. N. P. Government went out of
office, the price of tea has continued
to fall and has come down by more
than 50 cents over that period of
time. On that occasion I drew the
attention of the House to it and said
that T intended to break that ring.
Unfortunately, we were not allowed
to centinue in office. They broke us !

They joined hands with all those big
firms and broke us.

QG D5 Bunwm

(Casorres aereflprudss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I thought the people broke you.

HAdw Y. 8. eue8s,
(s@rflE erer. erb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All the big firms combined to
break us.

0G; 25 35N
(Qsorres acref priides)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

How can the firms break a Govern-
ment ? The people can.
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@lw DY, 9. el
(sovrgls erer. erib. QuGrar)
(Dr. N- M. Perera)

There are plenty of ways in which
the people can be got round. Do you
remember the Shell Company’s big
photograph of Mr. Dudley Senana-
yake in 1960 ? That photograph was
one of the means by which you broke
us.

BO&ed) e MIrNwm Fa.
(Bmws plwrCar Ler _rrpruss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

That is why you were in such a
hurry to pay them compensation.

e Y. D@, cvedsd

(soor @ erew. erib. QuUGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

On that occasion in 1964 I pointed
out that that was the major task you
had to undertake. Here is testimony
from a private individual. I am
going to read to you from a document
which I am quite prepared to table.
This has been issued by a private
firm, Messrs. Henderson and Com-
pany. The DManaging Director of
Messrs. Henderson and Company has
issued this document.

It is so important that I would like
to have it on record in the House for
the permanent edification of this
Government and its supporters. Its
heading is:

“SCHEME FOR REORGANIZATION
OF THE TEA TRADE”

Colombo,
4th February, 1968.
The benefits of devaluation which the

Government expected have been nullified
in respect of tea exports. "——

Now, here is an independent firm
saying precisely what I stated with
regard to devaluation. It says:

“The benefits of devaluation which the
Government expected have been nullified
in respect of tea exports.

The prices have not improved in spite
of the devaluation of 20 per cent which
is seven per cent in excess of the U.K.
devaluation. This failure to achieve our
due earnings from tea is due to one fact

BewdEm 8x78 LedDE®
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and that is the monopolistic position of

the few big buyers in the local market

and connections to the very few larger

buyers abroad and their monopolistic
practices. ’——

You see, Sir, without breaking this
monopolistic position held by the big
tea firms—I am going to name a]]
the firms presently—what effect is
devaluation going to have on our tea
market ?

AT, @l Vet DT NS0 S,
(8@ eris. gy L_wiew uaén_.rrr‘zsruéa)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

When you were Minister of

Commerce, Sir, you did not do
foolish things like that.

HS&nod] AeTMirNkn S,

(Bmws ShwrCar uew rrpruss)

(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

He only imported wrist watches for
all the damsels in the country.

gl DxY. DO, cuels,
(seorp& erer. erb. QuUlrrr)
(Dr. N- M. Perera)

This is precisely what I stated;
here is confirmation of what I stated :

“While the consumer in the United
Kingdom pays Rs. 14, and nearly Rs. 20
mthe U.SA. e

That %s, per pound—

——“and such high prices in other
markets, the Ceylon producer gets a
mere pittance. The large margin
between the local producers’ price and
the foreign consumers’ price is absorbed
by foreign interests which may be
described ag the middleman. ”

Now, I urged on that occasion that
you tackle this question first. I agreed
with the Government that our prices
for our commodities are coming down
visibly ; they are coming down—and
more disastrously coming down. But
I said that the solution is not in deva-
luation. The solution primarily is to
tackle the question of breaking the
monopolistic ring of all the big
agency houses in this country. Once
you break that, you will be able to
get much better prices for our tea.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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8y wdOB®:
Then the document gives tbe
average export per month in
1967 :
___«The stranglehold of foreign

the tea import trade
be seen from the
respect of a
the TUnited

business interests of
to other countries can
following statistics 10
representative month 1n
Kingdom :—”

Ceylon’s total exports come to
nearly 12 million pounds for one
monith. This is the average export for
a month in 1967. Now, he{e are the
local firms that are exporting:

1bs.
Adamjee Lukmanjee 27,357
Esuialli & Co. .. 18,744
Merrill J. Fernando & Co. .. 20,682
A. F. Jones Exporters
(Ceylon) Ltd. .. 20,864
Mackwoods . 695,448

They are the biggest exporters.

Freudenberg & Co. 31,320
Henderson & Co. 8,213
Sundry Shippers 5,245

Total .. 827,873

These are the average exports of
foreign firms for a month in 1967 :

Aitken Spence & Co. Litd. 85,760
A. Baur & Co. .. 123,304
Bois Brothers 630,588
Bosanquet & Skrine Ltd. - 182871
Brooke Bond (Ceylon) Ltd- .. 1,136,303
Carson Cumberbatch & Co. 747,409
Colombo Commercial Co. 1,355,439
Darley Butler & Co. T 16,616
English & Scottish Joint Co-

operative Wholesale Society

Ltd. i s 15,772
Geo. Steuart & Co. Ltd. 2,797,140
Gordon Frazer & Co. Ltd. 346,668
Harrisons & Crosfield 908,239
Heath & Co. Ltd. 793,854
James Finlay & Co. Ltd. 558,363
Liptons Litd. .. 74,843

That must have been a lean month
for Liptons.

Rowevans Agencies Ltd. 266,088
Shaw Wallace & Hedges 214,143
Van Rees (Ceylon) Ltd. 194,635
ghlttafljl Boustead Ltd. .. 666,267

€o. Payne & Co. (Ceylon
Lid. ¥ 2o 6,306
11,122,614
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Foreign firms in one month export
11,122,614 pounds as against local
firms which export 827,873 pounds.
That is, barely 6.92 per cent of the
tea exports are by Ceylonese firms as
against 93.8 per cent by foreign firms.

I am glad the Hon. Prime Minister
has arrived. I am refuting all the
statements he made on devaluation.
I told the Hon. Prime Minister that
the major thing tc do was to break
the stranglehold of the tea exporters,
of the foreign firms. But what have
you done? For three years you
have done nothing on this matter.
And with what results ? Your de-
valuation has not improved your
prices. You were expecting the
prices of primary exports te rise.

aé RVIE @ ZNBNGD

(Q@orra i ofl Caepriiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
There is a stranglehold, I admit.

$Hdw VY. DO, cuedd
(T B & erer. erib. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N- M. Perera)

What the Hon. Prime Minister does
not realize is that this is a major
factor. Devaluation does not solve
the problem. Devaluation has not
resulted in any benefits to Ceylon.
Prices have continued to fall, not-
withstanding devaluation. The Hon.
Prime Minister expected the prices of
our primary products to go up as a
result of devaluation. This is a
document issued by Henderson & Co.
This is not what I say. This firm is
a private firm of exporters in Ceylon.
They say, “The stranglehold of
foreign business interests of the tea
import trade to other countries can
be seen from the following statis-
tics”. I just read them out.

You see, therefore, Sir, that the
major problem is to break this
stranglehold.

oG AE e NN
(Gsorrar 1 ofl Cxrepriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayale)
I'"agiee.
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anln D5Y. DO, cue8s,
(sor & erer. erib. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What is the use of the Hon. Prime
Minister agreeing when he does
nothing about it. Tell us what you
have done.

ol VIE o 5NN
(Qaorras i ofl Co@ypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

At the moment we are doing some-
thing.

Pada DY, D9, cueds,
(rfG erer. erb. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N.- M. Perera)

That is what we are complaining
about. Why do you not tell us what
you are doing ?

Q& D5Y BNGD
(Qserras eusref) priss )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Do you expect us to tell you in
advance what we are planning to do ?

@dc Y. 8. cuelsb

(s@rplG erer. erih. Qu@rmrr)
(Dr. N- M. Perera)

You are asking us to sanction a
resolution which imposes new export
duties. Do you realize that your
export duties are going to fall heavily
on the poor producer, the smali-
holder, both of tea as well as rubber ?
What have you done? Have you
made any discrimination there ? The
point was urged by the hon. Member
for Colombo South (Mr. Bernard
Soysa).

Do you know that green leaf in
my  constituency today barely
fetches five cents a pound ? The poor
producers are not getting any money.
Now the Hon. Minister comes here
and tells us that he wants to
raise the export duty on tea. I have
no objection to it provided the axe
falls on the big firms, but at the same
time you are hitting at the poor man
who sells his green tea. I do not SEN
it is going to be easy, but you owiltl

Bewidm 9535 PedDEcs

612

e sdh @ied gumwm Bbag

have to find some other means of
giving the poor man some substan-
tial assistance.

May I continue to read this docu-
ment because I want the entire
document to go in ? This document
sets out precisely what we have
been urging in this House.

“The foreign vested estate agency
houses...”

This is what the writer is saying.
Almost my own words, but he
certainly says them. He says::

“The foreign vested estate agency
houses do not confine themselves tp the
management of the estates under their
charge, but they are also the sellers of
nearly 80 per cent of the tea offered in
the market, whilst at the same time
they are the main shipping agents for
Conference Lines which controls sea
freight. ”

Mark you, Sir, they manage the
estates ; they sell our teas; and then
they also are the agents for shipping
lines. What have they done to ship-
ping as a result of devaluation ?
Freight prices have gone up 15 per
cent, 12 per cent, and 9 per cent.

The Hon. Prime Minister talks in
public about saving money, stating
that there is no foreign exchange, but
I will tell you what is happening.
Sir, a ship has just finished discharg-
ing its cargo. I can give the names.
We have paid by way of demurrage,
£ 6,500 sterling. Why? Because
Mr. Abeygoonasekera who is in
charge of the port is a contractor for
a number of firms. He, as the head
of the Port (Cargo) Corporation, is
also a contractor. I have documents
to prove it. As a matter of fact
there was a case before the
Labour Tribunal recently, and the
president of the tribunal told him,
“You are a contractor and you have
put your son as a dummy ”. The
Hon. Prime Minister has taken no
action.

Now at the present moment there
is in the port a food ship waiting
since last December. This ship 1is
still discharging and we are paying
£350. sterling a day by way of
demurrage. The Hon. Prime Minister
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talks airily about saving money and
asking the people to tighten their
belts and so on. He must see for him-
self what is happening in this
country.

Let the Hon. Prime Minister please
listen to this. These agency houses
are not only managing estates, they
are sellers of our tea, they are also
the main shipping agents for confer-
ence lines which control sea freights,

“They are not only Sellers but also
Buyers as well and monopolise export
business. They act on behalf of the
foreign importers: In this situation,
whose interests do they serve? No one
can serve two masters and therefore it
is the view of the Writer that they
principally serve the interest of the
foreign Buyers rather than their Estates
for which they are also Selling Agents.
It is necessary to point out that owners
of the Estates they manage are also
mainly foreigners, particularly in
respect of the High-grown Teas. This
perhaps accounts for the fact that High-
grown Teas have generally fetched good
prices, while the poor Ceylonese
producer of the Low-grown and Mid-
grown Teas have got the worst of it.”

Broadly speaking, high-grown teas
have been able by and large to main-
tain their position. The worst affect-
ed are the mid-grown and low-grown
teas. That is the position today.

He continues:

“The Estate Agency Houses are not
only Sellers and Exporters but they are
also Agents of foreign Shipping Firms,
as mentioned earlier.

This, too, gives them considerable
power in trading, although it has not
been proved that this complex of power
provides an opportunity for anybody to
pass on profits by way of freight rebates
and could use other methods to obtain
margins abroad in foreign currency.”

Now, Sir, I have maintained in this
House that firms like Brooke Bond
and Lipton Ltd. do not disclose the
prices at which they sell their tea.
We do not know. I am telling you
that as Minister of Finance I could
not find it out because their main
offices are in London. They have only
branch offices here and they say that
these are purely private transactions
between the branches and the head
office. So, we do not know.)y The

1968 6268 11
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Exchange Controller also does not
know. This is the kind of thing that
is happening and you have not been
able to do anything about it. For the
last three years you have not done
anything. That is my complaint.

“To cap it all, these Agency Houses
have also acquired large holdings of the
Companies they manage through
investments. ”

By the time I finish I hope the Hon.
Prime Minister would have under-
stood the problem and that he will
tell us what he is going to do about
1t

“The appointment of Directors of
these Companies is purely at their
discretion and large shareholders are
rarely on the Boards of their Companies.
Locally there appears to be an arrange-
ment by which one Estate Agency inter-
changes Directors with others. Is it not
surprising in these circumstances that
Ceylonese Exporters have been so
ineffective ? Even the little success they
have achieved has been in the Middle
Eastern and Socialist countries where,

in most cases, exports are restricted to
Ceylonese only.”

The major consuming countries are
England, the United States of
America, Australia, and some of the
countries in the Continent, and the
tea trade is a monopoly of the
existing agency houses and their
various ramifications.

Now, the writer asks the question
himself :

“How can this stranglehold of
foreigners be broken ? The writer does
not think that anybody will dispute the
fact that it is necessary to break this

stranglehold on our economy at some
stage or other.”

The Hon. Prime Minister is nod-
ding his head. He is not going to tell
us what he is going to do about it.

0 VDR e’ NN
(Qsorsas L1 ofl Coepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We are coming with the proposals.

@pde Y. 9. cuelds
(T Bl % erer. erib. QuGrTr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Heligoeoming with his proposals !
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DG VIE o sNsNGD
(Qsorrey 1 ofl Coapruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Why did you not do it ?

Gl Y. 8. cueds

(s@rpls erer. orib. CuCrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You gave us only six months. I
indicated the problem and you broke
us. You joined hands with these
people and broke us.—[Interruption].
Very good. We welcome it. We will
give you a hundred per cent support.
The trouble is that they have too
many friends.

O&; VVE o 51N
(Qserras (i of Caenpriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
I have no friends.

wnde 5. 8. cuedsb

(srflE erer. erib. Qui@rmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They have deserted you one by one.,

NG VDE o NN
(QEerrey 1 of Qa@grrwa}as)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
I am a lone man.

gl DaY. 8. cuedbh

(s@rfl& erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The other day at tea he was all
alone.

o& PVE o NN

(Qazerrey i of Cr@) priigs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Why did you not come and sit
with me ?

‘G JuY. 9. cuseddh
(serflg) erar. erb. QuiGrmrir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

To come back to the subject:
Mark these words, Mr. Prime
Minister. The writer says :

“Ceylonese Exporters inthe ivatena
sector cannot break this mon gﬂeé%rg—r-aava

Blewd 8 953 PeRDE®
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They say that they are powerless
to break this monopoly.

——“as the foregoing paragraph will
show. What then is the alternative ?
The Government alone can grapple with
the problem, and although the Writer ig

a private businessman, he has no
hesitation in suggesting that the
Government should do so in'the national
Interest. ”

The writer says that the Ceylonese
firms cannot break the monopoly.
Therefore, I am appealing to the
Government to take some steps in
order to break this monopoly. I
think this is a matter in which all
of us are interested. If we are to
break this monopoly, we must,
instead of saying that tea is finished
or that the tea industry has to be
scrapped, take some concrete steps in
that direction.

My good Friend the Hon. Minister
of State is talking in terms of
tourism. We welcome tourism.
There is no question about it. That
is a different matter. If we can get
some money out of it, so much the
better. My good Friend the
Hon. Minister of State will be the
biggest tourist we have. I do
not know about encouraging tourism
and so on.

Anyway, the point is that so far as
we are concerned we cannot expect
just to surrender our tea trade and
close up our tea estates. With
65 per cent of our foreign exchange
being earned by tea we just cannot
lightly do that. Every effort must
be made to try to build up this whole
complex of our tea trade.

The first thing to do in this
direction, as the writer points out, is
to break the monopoly held by these
foreign firms.

One measure which I had in mind
but which was not implemented
because the Government fell, was to
levy an extra 10 per cent duty on
all firms which had their head
offices in England. I summoned
‘tepresehtatives of the firms and
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tald them that I was nof inferested
in the duty but that I was interested
in seeing them come and establish
their main firms here so that I could
control the firms. I said, “ Get your
firms to establish their main offices
in Ceylon.” As an incentive
towards that I said I was going to
levy an extra 10 per cent duty on
all those firms who have got their
head offices abroad.

Unfortunately, that measure could
not be implemented because the
Government fell. But this Govern-
ment has done nothing at all. The
Finance Minister has done nothing.
If you had done that you would
have broken at least one link that
now exists between the head offices
abroad and the branch offices here,
and you would have been in a better
position to say, “Now you cannot
any longer continue underhand
transactions of this kind that take
place between the branches and the
head offices.” Mr. Finance Minister,
will you introduce that in your next
budget at least?

aé; DY BN
(Qeerre eeTelpruiés)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
How can I say that ?

ganda DY, 88. eveds
(sorpl@ erev. arb. QuUCror)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
He will not dare.

ad; O5Y BN
(Qaorrer euared] preiss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I cannot give out budget secrets
now ?

ah8a 25Y. 8. ouedb

(seor B erer. ertb. QuUGCrom)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is not a budget secret. I am
not asking you for any details. Here
is a tangible proposal. When you
talk of budget secrets you mean
monetary evaluation. I am talking in
terms of a project that syill break at
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least one link that exists between
the head offices and their branches
here. At least that you can do?
There is nothing secret abou't that ?

The writer goes on to say:

“How should the Government
intervene ? One way would be a
Government monopoly of the tea export
business,....”

Will you accept that? Then he
states :

“...but it might not be necessary to

take this drastic step ...... suggest
instead a workable scheme to achieve
effectually the same results.

I will say this: it is not possible
for us immediately to say, “We will
do all our exports.” Thalt is not pos-
sible because we have first got to
build up our connections and so on.

NG VRAE oW s1N5N6D

(Querres 1 ofl CeEpriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Even you will not suggest that.

D8 OsY. . euecdsh
(seor B8 erer. erw. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, I will not, because we must be
realistic in these matters and not be
foolish. So, we have to build up over
a period of time. But certainly you
can start doing that as we did
through the C. W. E. You can start
building up your connections from
now on, and then, over a period of
time you will be able to have all the
connections you want.

The writer also points out that one
of the things to do is to start blend-

_ing and packeting tea in Ceylon
and see [that we have various selling

points in the Continent and even in
England. This will be more difficult
in England, I do admit, because of
the strong hold that firms like
Brooke Bond, Liptons and so on have
in England. But so far as the Conti-
nent is concerned you can establish
your selling units in Italy, Germany,
France, Denmark and so on without
any difficulty.
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It being 430 p.M., Business was
interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Thursday,
22nd February 1968.
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Motion made, and Question proposed,

“That the House do now adjourn”.—
[The Hon. Wanninayake].

Ow. e300 @w. (@ @)

(8. eron. CowprGs—ansiner)
(Mr. S. Hettige—Hakmana)
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(Mr- S. D. Bandaranayake—Gampaha)

@& BewiLn DsNGHPOE, Bl»
ccwzy @0 gosyd BeA®D. DRy
8¢ I Dw gu’d Besye® ok
FOABPSecHHRE.

I would like to know whether the
Hon. Prime Minister will cause an
inquiry to be held into the circums-
tances in which members of the so-
called high caste in Chankanai in
Jaffna are alleged to have fired into
the funeral procession of Vannuyan
Kumarosu, himself a member of the
depressed caste, who had been killed
as a result of the flaring up of caste
violence a few days earlier.

Could the Hon. Prime Minister give
an explanation why the police were
unable to give protection to this
peaceful funeral procession despite
the fact that they seem to have
apprehended disturbances at the
hands of the so-called high caste ?

Will the Hon. Prime Minister cause
an inquiry to be held into the alleged
sadistic activity of the officer-in-
charge of the Chankanai Police
Station, Mr. Dias, who is reported on
the 10th January 1968 to have taken
intoucustody and brutally assaulted
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two members of the so-called de-
pressed caste, Sellan Varatharaj and
Nagam Kathiravelu, as a result of
which the former sustained thirteen
head injuries, and is also reported to
have perpetrated the unheard-of
humiliation of urinating on the body
of Varatharaj ?

In view of these recurring caste
disturbances in Jaffna, wkat steps is
the Hon. Prime Minister taking to see
that the Prevention of Social Disabi-
lities Act is enforced and to see that
the police do not take the side of the
so-called high caste who are delibe-
rately flouting this Act ?
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(Mr. A.  Amirthalingam—Vadduk-

koddai)

I wish to bring a matter to the
notice of the Hon. Prime Minister. I
am glad that the hon. Member for
Gampaha (Mr. S. D. Bandaranaike)
has already referred to that matter.

But he has only given one side of the
story.

I do not say that his stand is un-
Justified. In fact, the * village ” of
Chankanai which he referred to is a
town in my electorate. There has
been caste violence going on there
for a few months now. At the start
1t was no doubt a question of the so-
called depressed classes asserting
their rights to equality of treatment.
In that matter I, and the party to

which I belong, have been fully back-
ing them.,

53Gcsd &5 OIS Vet DEew
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In fact, the hon. Member for Gam-
paha wanted the Social Disabilities
Act to be implemented fully. It was
in 1957 that on a Private Member’s
Motion moved by a Member of our
party, the late Mr. Rajavarothiam,
then M.P. for Trincomalee, the Social
Disabilities Bill was introduced and
passed in this House. We have been
peacefully trying to get that imple-
mented by ourselves getting cases
filed and getting these high -caste
people prosecuted and fined in courts
of law. But unfortunately the new
leader of the hon. Member for Gam-
paha, Mr. Shanmugathasan, stepped
into the scene and started preaching
violence to those so-called untouch-
ables, and that creed of violence
which he started preaching has given
rise to violence on the other side. And
unfortunately today we have this
situation in Chankanai.

I have with me a copy of a petition
which over three hundred people
from that village have sent to the
Hon. Prime Minister pleading with
him to see that law and order are
maintained there. It is a market
town with a very busy market. But
today it is deserted. People are
frightened to get out after 5 p.m. and
in the night you hear gun shots as if
on the battle front. That is the situa-
tion in Chankanai today.

It is not a question of social
disabilities but a question of a fight
between two castes that is going on
in Chankanai. I personally have my
sympathies with the minority Tamils
in their attempt to win back their
rights. We will give them all the
possible help. But at the same time
there should be no violence on either
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[69EE0® ®wo.]
side and it is the duty of the police
to see that law and order are
maintained.

I am sorry to say that the police
have recovered all the licensed fire-
arms in that area. But I think there
are hundreds of unlicensed firearms
that have been used in that place,
and I understand quite reliably that
—not the hon. Member for Gampaha ;
he is too honourable to do a thing
like that—some Members of his—
[Interruption]. I suppose he
¥magines himself to be the leader,
but Mr. Shanmugathasan met me at
Hatton yesterday and told me that
he was the leader. I wunderstand
that to some of them firearms have
been supplied by the organization of
which Mr. Shanmugathasan is the
leader and some of them have been
trained. I do not know whether
they are being given training in
guerilla warfare in preparation for
another Vietnam in Ceylon! I do
not know but this is a matter on
which the police should take very
stern action, recover all these illicit
firearms, and restore peace and order

in that town.
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(Qserras L ofl GaFepruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I want to reply to the matters
raised by the hon. Member for
Gampaha (Mr. S. D. Bandarana-
yake).

(1) An inquiry has already been
held by the Assistant Superintendent
of Police, Kankesanturai, on the very
day the incident occurred, and the
police have arrested three of the
seven persons wanted for firing at
the funeral procession.

(2) The funeral procession of
Kumaresu was to have taken
place on 9th February 1968, but
on the evening of the 8th
February an armed police mobile
party discovered that Kumaresu’s
body was being taken in procession.
In the procession there were about
200 persons of whom several were
dressed in red shirts and carrying red
flags. I do not know, but, perhaps,
they belonged to the hon. Member’s
group. Hence the mobile party
escorted the procession which,
suddenly, without taking the normal
route to the cemetery, turned into
another route which passed kouvil
territory, whereupon seven or eight
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persons are alleged to have fired from
behind a cadjan fence. Police rein-
forcements arrived and the situation
was brought under control.

(3) The complaint into the alleged
conduct of the officer-in-charge of
the Chankanai Police Station is being
inquired into by the A. S. P., Kan-
kesanturai.

(4) The police in the Northern
Province have enforced the Preven-
tion of Social Disabilities Act
impartially whenever offences were
committed. In fact several cases have

been filed and some have ended in
convictions.
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It being 5 P.M., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned the House without Question
put. \

Adjourned accordingly until
2 PM. on Thursday,
February 1968, pursuant to
the Resolution of the House
this Day.
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