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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

QE@mBT G W ew 20
oyrey @R FibLiorh
MOULAVIS’ SALARIES
3. 20. & B8, c»dd
(928 vegom o57H)
(@it erth. .
QLSBT (APBE) IYEIE S Faur )

(Mr. M. E. H. Mohamed Ali—First
Mutur)
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(¢) 8B8wG® e8¢ 88» ®2EBed
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Gma&rumg; ot oy pleur mr ? &G
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BTG sEnEs srrer Quarar 2 (§) ojeu
ra  Grwrergoss  Qewpuls g5 pE
el eL_ergurdl  pLog Gensger or@L
vrrr? @aaGwafle arer ?

asked the Minister of Education :
(¢) Is he aware that an assurance
given by him to pay equal salaries to
all grades of Moulavis (Arabic
Teachers) has not been kept? (b)
What is the reason for the delay ? (c)
Will he take immediate steps to
implement his decision, and if not,
why ?

ad 8. 8. & »Deoce (ednsm
@OB)

(Gzsorres 1F. 9. gf.
DYDLFEIT )

(The Hon. P. B. G. Kalugalla—Minister
of Education)

(a) Action is being taken to restore
to Moulavis the salary scale of
Rs. 804—4 x 30—14 x 42—Rs. 1,512.
(b) Does not arise. (¢) Yes. Treasury
approval is necessary and is being
sought.

B BN E N V—F GV GH

o 0. 8.
(D& o
7OB)

(Qzorras erib. (F. 19 Qerdigr &derser

¢ eth&Gm HSEID
D3 DO SEAe

—Q s if, 5>§°L_6mmr_'n_,1 SYDLOFFIT )

(The Hon. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena
—Minister of Labour and Housing)

DG WDHNEDIDNOE, 4 B ew b
B s BEmbh 00 =
C G B8,

cnd &€ .
(B apsiowg o6i)
(Mr. Mohamed Ali)
How long will that take ?

a& ¢ emBm BSTERAD
(Qzorral y- Qerdier & Peur ser)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
It will take about two weeks.

B84 99 2D 928y BIOO Bewiw D
GE.
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SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE, PERADENIYA {
ADMISSION RULES

2. ¥. 38 @a-omd 9.
(PDDEE® ccd® @x75)

(R@L & oT&. TESET LISSI—LUbL L &
&oriiL) @TewL Tih OYESS ST )

(Mr. A. H. Macan Markar—Second
Batticaloa)
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o5 85 82 @ ey ®c? (1963.8.9
AB 8 oy BHT/4413 cbem RS
A ¢y 8w A ®.) (&) €& &.
8. BCHEY® o ;B ® 6Ge »eS
@d 85’ 3 gBRT BFBERIHO D
OB BHPWD CHE®D genew WEBT
esye ?

s50srifle, oemay, @ pGmifles s
Fors Csl L @) : (=) Curr st ayerar

sog5QsTIAH urigrvuilsy  9yain 56U
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aspE o H0s5RAeEe T ?

asked the Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries. (a)oWhatnare

NDewlEm 9538 CeROCH
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the present requirements for ad-
mission to the School of Agriculture
at Peradeniya? (b) Were these
requirements suddenly changed in
1963 ? (c¢) Is he aware that represen-
tations have been made to him by
Mr. J. D. E. Tillekeratne of Polgam-
pola regarding the inconvenience
caused to him by this sudden change
—vide his acknowledgment No. BA/
4413 of 9.8.63 ? (d) What redress does
he propose to grant to Mr. J. D. E.

Tilakaratne and other students
similarly affected ?
8. 9eF. SO @wr. (ED»IY,

@é o RD6 DOy 88ac @i
e®s¥m o)

(Bw. ab.oron. 156z s—dlaFmru, e e,
s pRm LA
srifusha )

(Mr. C. S. Ratwatte—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Fisheries)
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@G QERIGOE DIGD
FLI 9 I
BusiNEss OF THE HOUSE
O Sy ewdnnd mmm wed® e,
“That Thursday, 13th August, and

Friday, 14th August, 1964, be Allotted
Days for the consideration of the

Appropriation Bill, 1964-65. "—
[o& ¢ eeaBen E885&0m:.]
SndEs eIPs send
1964-65

DHEBLQ wCersr, 1964-65
APPROPRIATION BILL, 1964-65

RDE DA G Idicw MO0 cow ey
S8giu Hewlow Bwem» @ L0 cac g« 5
[€E 30]— '

“eI® v womm ¢ ©edm» ¥ Rwda
@fys "—[od el 23, 98, cueld]

g’ We wfy awmFE8a =dém» G2
&, . 10.6

oY, e . (BWE8w)

(8. Cs. Comrs—pésarigu)

(M.r. K. Herath—Nikaweratiya)

Mr, Speaker, last evening I was
dealing with the point about a way
being found for ill-gotten money to
come to the surface.

1964 geafeddz 11
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I was discussing this Budget with
some of the village boys in my own
area and one of the village boys des-
cribed this Budget as horage amma-
gen pena ahanawa vagai.

o sy Helewwy
(Qsorra 9f&sS Sl eHAI )
(An hon. Member)

e, Gendo ?

CwY. oY @cm.

(8@ Cs. Conrg)

(Mr, K. Herath)

WP b ? DTy VDB o D
soyemB, 9rYer). OIS, ¢ @dOB
R}

If I am being interrupted and
I take time to reply to reply to those
interruptions, will you please see,
Sir, that it is not taken away from
the time that is allotted to me for
my comments on the Budget ?

You will see, Sir, this is a very apt
description of the Budget. The Sri
Lanka Freedom Party paved the way
for unscrupulous capitalists, corrupt
officials, corrupt politicians and
corrupt traders to amass large for-
tunes in corrupt ways. The Lanka
Sama Samaja Party, which boasts
that it has come to wipe out corrup-
tion and bribery, has now paved the
way for the ill-gotten wealth of cor-
rupt capitalists to come to the surface
and to make their ill-gotten wealth
legal tender. The Lanka Sama Samaja
Party leader is now enacting laws
for these unpatriotic, unscrupulous
swindlers and pests of society to re-
tain a major portion of their ill-
gotten gains without questions being
asked as to how this money was made.
This so-called amnesty to bribe-
takers and hoarders without any ex-
ception who have amassed this wealth
by corrupt practices is the greatest
encouragement to bribery, corruption
and subsequent evils. I do agree that
one method of flushing out this hid-
den money is to give such an
amnesty ; but what is the moral
price that we are paying to fill the
depleted coffers of this Government ?
They are creating a precedent for
future generations of this country
that corrupt practices might be
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can be brought in to the empty
coffers of the Government.

wenm, 1964-65

Sir, do we understand very clearly
why the Hon. Minister of Finance
mooted this idea ? We, especially
of the Opposition, view this sugges-
tion with the greatest caution and
suspicion. We will not look at this
question through heavily tinted
glasses and come to the conclusion
that this is done only with a view to
squeezing money from corrupt
traders. In spite of all the possible
sincerity of the Hon. Minister of
Finance and despite all his good in-
tentions, it is not only a rumour but
a fact that bribery in political circles
has reached dizzy heights since the
country took the so-called Left-turn
in 1956. Ministers, Parliamentary
Secretaries and Members of Parlia-
ment have been tried and found
guilty of corruption, and what is most
conspicuous is the fact that everyone
of those who had been found guilty
was a leading light of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party.

o& 8. 3 WS V. (G ®e)
(8. Cx. . drCréar—0Oars5uwGew)
(Mr. J. D. Weerasekera—Kotmale)

Come out with names. Do not make
wild allegations.

oy, eyl ®cam.

(8®. Cs. Canrg)

(Mr, K. Herath)

You know the names. The Thal-
godapitiya Bribery Commission, your
own bribery commission, has given
the names, so it is not necessary for
me to do so. Are you so ignorant as
not to know who have been found
guilty of bribery and corruption ?
They are your own members. This
is all taking part of my time.

Government-sponsored corporations
are packed with S. L. F. P. stooges
and this is one of the main reasons
why these institutions are rife with
graft and packed with bribe-takers.
These politicians, heads of corpora-
tions and corrupt traders have made

Bewldm @535 eIFDC®
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use of every possible weakness of a
weak Government to use unscrupu-
lous methods to amass great wealth.
This scum of society is now to be
given a pardon for a certain conside-
ration. They are allowed by this so-
called socialist Budget to keep two-
thirds of their ill-gotten money with
no questions asked—

aé e Y. OO, oveld (8eC
@oB)

(Ozorrey sarfG erer. ern. QuGrrr—
B5 s si)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera—Minister
of Finance)

You made
against me.

certain  allegations

ey, e oy .

(B Ca. Canrs)

(Mr, K. Herath)

Not allegations against you. I was
hoping that you would be present at
the start because I would be very
glad if you would deny the implica-
tions of what I am saying. I am
saying that you have made room for
unscrupulous  politicians, unscru-
pulous traders and all corrupt per-
sons who have earned money by
corrupt methods to surface their
money.

If I may continue—

ob OO0 @RI (S¥ew /R
)]

(Qsarrar &ibofl @M@Jﬁ"ﬁmn—c@fﬁr&ﬂ@&é
s BCaiy oebFFi)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene—Minister of Public Works)

You want the money to come out.

owY. eéwy Swn.

(8w Cs. Conrg)
(Mr. K. Herath)

Yes. I will tell you why.
coming to that point.

I am

ob @8a OzY. 2O, cweld
(Qworros aorpE erer. eri. QUETTT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

The hon. Member yesterday said

that he was making an allegation
againstme.

A i
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Y. e dwy .

(8@ Co. Gavrg)

(Mr. K. Herath)

I did not say that I was making an
allegation.

ad @i Dy, 8. euvedh
(Qaerras aorplG erer. erib. QuUGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not know whether the hon.
Member understood the gravity of the
statement he made yesterday. I was
glad that I was here and he said he
was making an allegation against me.
I am very anxious to hear it. I think
in fairness to me if a Member has an
allegation he should make it and let
us have a full inquiry into it.

oY, exfdny .

(8. Cs. Gavrs)

(Mr. K. Herath)

May I explain the position ?

od ahde dzY. 8. cuveldh
(Qserroy sorpf erer. erw. QUETTT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

What he means is that he wants to

criticize me on the proposals that I
have made. That is a different issue.

ol uY Hodewny

(Csorren 9yms s seaur HUT)

(An hon. Member)

His whole speech is
allegations.

tull of

oy, ey .

(9@ Cs. Qanrg)

(Mr. K. Herath)

As 1 was saying, Government-
sponsored corporations are packed
with S. L. F. P. stooges and this is
.one of the main reasons why these
institutions are rife with graft and
packed with bribe-takers. These
politicians, heads of corporations and
corrupt traders have made use of
every possible weakness of a weak
Government to wuse unscrupulous
methods to amass great wealth. This
scum of society is now to be given
a pardon for a certain consideration.

1964 geadedzy 11
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They are allowed by this so-ca_lled
socialist Budget to keep two-thirds
of their ill-gotten money with no
questions asked, no punishment
meted out and no stigma attached.
Pay unto the depleted coffers of this
Government and your sins shall be
forgiven with no questions asked !

There were certain S. L. F. P.
Ministers, Members of Parliament
and Parliamentary Secretaries of this
very House who were convicted of
bribery and corruption. They and
some others are reputed to have
amassed huge fortunes in this
country. These fortunes are also
reputed to be underground and have
gone underground.

I ask you, is this an amnesty to
S. L. F. P. politicians who have no
way of surfacing their wealth or is
this a pre-arranged plan of corrupt
capitalists and V I. P’s to surface their
ill-gottern ~moneys without any
awkward questions being asked ?
May I ask the Hon. Finance Minister
whether, under the guise of trying
to flush out hidden moneys of the
private sector, he is really helping
these public figures to surface their
ill-gotten wealth ? Even as it is, these
large sums of money are subject to
a 80 per cent or more tax, but by
taking this step he is encouraging
and helping these unscrupulous capi-
talists, the Borahs, the Sindhis and
the Indian merchants, to surface all
their ill-gotten gains at only 33 per
cent. In short, you are giving them
a 60 per cent bonus. Every single
cent of this money has been earned
by corrupt practice. Every single
cent so earned has been a blow to
the national economy. By this act,
the Hon. Minister of Finance is con-
doning corruption. If he does so he
will be an accomplice. I know the
Hon. Minister of Finance personally.
His personal integrity is above ques-
tion. I admit that with great pride,
That is why I say that, if his inten-
tions are sincere and we are to take
him at his word, he can do no better
to prove his sincerity than to exclude
all politicians, heads of departments,
heads of corporations and public
figures from this amnesty. On the
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contrary, he should get all Ministers,
Members of Parliament and heads
of corporations to declare their assets
before a given date. He should take
immediate steps to punish all persons
found guilty by the Thalgodapitiya
Bribery Commission. As I have said,
I have the greatest respect for the
personal integrity of the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance. I make a very
sincere appeal to him to pave the
way for all politicians of this country
to be, like Caesar’s wife, not only
above corruption, but even above sus-
picion. That will be the Hon.
Minister’s greatest contribution to the
public life of this country.

As has been said previously, the
Hon. Minister of Finance has tried
to silence his critics by saying that
they may make endeavours to throw
back his own arguments at him and
quote chapter and verse from
HaNsARD to prove their points. He
admits these criticisms and says that
he said all these things when he was
on this side of the House and that he
has now another role to play. He
says it was a change of attitude in
the game of politics. In the same
context, may we ask him whether,
once the destruction of the S.L.F.P,
is complete, he will use the same
arguments and the same tactics and
call the destruction of the S.L.F.P.
another game of politics ? Is his in-
tention to follow the middle-path
policies with Mrs. Bandaranaike, the
Prime Minister, and his subtle pene-
tration into the ranks of the Cabinet
another game of politics ? Let us
warn the Government back-benchers
that he will use every guile, every
device in his bag of tricks, to bowl
out the entire S.L.F.P. including the
rebel Minister of Rural and Industrial
Development.

The Hon. Minister of Rural and
Industrial Development has been a
very good friend of mine for quite
some time. I know that heis a great
fishter. He has been fighting the
cause of the private sector and, as
a result, finds himself in difficulties.
»le is obeent at the momegnt, bubl
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appeal to him, if he is unable to win
the battle for the private sector, to
use all his powers and his influence
to fight the cause of the peasantry,
for wham he has great love.

Coming pack to the game of
coalition cricket which was started
at Nuwara Eliya—I should say, soft-
ball coalition cricket—in his first
innings the Hon. Minister of Finance
has created a rift in his own Cabinet.
If he is allowed to open his next in-
nings, he will not be playing cricket
with a soft ball but will introduce
a very hard ball. There will be no
soft-pedalling to the requirements
and wishes of the back-benchers, but
he will work for the establishment
of an iron rule—the rule of dictator-
ship. If I may say so, that is the
apex of his ambition.

I will be reiterating what most hon.
Members have said when I say that
the peasants—and even the workers
—who may have derived a few cents
benefit from this Government have
not derived any direct benefit from
this Budget. The Hon. Minister of
Finance hopes that these people will
benefit indirectly from his proposals.
This is a case of wishful thinking due
to a misapprehension of facts.

In contrast to the so-called indirect
benefits that he has given to the
peasants and the workers, I would
like to show the direct assistance and
benefits that he has given to capita-
lists. From the removal of duty on
heavy oils large mill-owners, owners
of fleets of lorries and owners of large
estates will derive direct benefits. If
it is his intention to bring down the
cost of transport, let him import
larger quantities of spare parts, tyres
and other accessories necessary for
transport services.

It is customary for a doctor to
devise various ways and means to
cure a patient, but the doctor in this
House confines himself to specializing
in post mortems. His Budget
Speech is a complete thesis on the
ailments of his patient and how he
died. His speech sounded like ex-
cerpts, from the pages of modern
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Ceylon history. He regrets that so
many things happened—the U. N. P.
coming into power, the destruction
and falling into oblivion of his own
party, his inability to form a govern-
ment for the last 25 years, his re-
volution which is always round the
corner not materializing, hurricane
“Flora” destroying the sugar crops,
and, finally, his not being able to im-
plement all the proposals of his
Budget due to lack of time. 1T can
-read pages from his Budget Speech
but remedies for the ills he enume-
rates are conspicuous by their
~ absence. There are no concrete pro-
~posals for the development of this
country.

His contribution to the development
of this country—as far as his Budget
proposals are concerned—is mainly
confined to the development of the
Gal-Oya booze industry. Develop-
ment in the villages is confined to
the "development of the toddy indus-
try. In short, he wants the people
of this country to be perpetually
“tight” till he imposes a dictator-
ship, for a dictatorship could be more
easily imposed on a country which is
in a chaotic condition. It is on chaos
and class-hatred that Communism
and dictatorship breeds. His methods
of increasing revenue are mainly con-
fined to the licensing of bookies and
brothels, fines imposed on kasippu
barons, taxes on hoarders and cor-
rupt officials and taxes on organized
vice rings. It is only these people
who can bear these crippling taxes.
In short, Ceylon will soon be
another Chicago in the days of the
felthatted Al Capones.

The Hon. Minister’s thesis on the
cost of living and the reasons why
it has reached astronomical figures
since S. L. F. P. rule began is
thoroughly and completely accurate.
| I agree that he is not capable of
bringing down the spiralling cost of
living.

It is a pity that the doctor in this
House who gave us such a complete
thesis on the cost of living did not
also give us even the faintest idea of
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the cost of dying. The cost of dy_ing
today is higher than the astronomical
cost of living. Admission to and atten-
tion in hospitals being what they are
today, the middle-class people of this
country are forced to enter private
nursing homes whenever they fall ill.
If the patient dies, then the nursing
home bills along with the death duties
and Barney Raymond’s bills will re-
duce the family to beggary and force
them into the hands of Afghans. If he
recovers, one glance at the bills sends
him into a coma and hurries him to
an untimely death. Most of the nur-
sing homes fleece their patients to
death and legislation is long overdue
for the control of fees of such insti-
tutions ; if not, I say that the cost of
dying will rise faster than the cost
of living.

I now draw the attention of the
House to the heavily suffering peas-
ants of this country. The amelioration
of the living conditions of the peas-
antry must and should always receive
the highest priority of this or any
other Government, for they are the
backbone of all agricultural countries.
This Government which came into
power mainly on the broad shoulders
of the peasantry has completely for-
gotten them. Nowhere in this Budgzet
.Speech do we see any proposals for
the amelioration of the living condi-
tions of the peasantry. Lip service to
the peasantry whom you have de-
ceived for so long will not help to
better their living conditions.

The biggest problem that is facing
them is the question of alienation of
Crown land, especially in the dry
zone. Land kachcheries have not been
held for a number of years and this
has encouraged and forced the people
to squat on Crown land. Due to the
increase of population and consequent
shortage of land, these people had no
alternative but to take the law into
their own hands and enroach on
Crown forests. Irreparable damage
has been done to wvaluable Crown
forests, large quantities of expensive
timber have been burnt or illicitly
transported—not by the cultivator
himself but by middlemen who reap
a large margin of profit without any
constructive work at all.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2335

Su8dx ewgdusy vem, 1964-60

[eef, e df o]

These virgin forests were allowed
to be raped not by the wanton des-
truction of the cultivator but by the
gross inefficiency of this Government
which was unable to give the culti-
vator a planned alienation pro-
gramme. To prevent future damage I
would earnestly request this Gov-
ernment to allocate these allotments
to those who are already on the land
and regularize their position. In the
present circumstances they are an
easy prey to corrupt Government offi-
cials who have in their hands the
power to either regularize their posi-
tion on the land or prosecute them in
the magistrate’s courts. The peasants
are compelled to take the less expen-
sive course of “palm oil ”. Even then
corrupt officials arrogate to them-
selves the power of ruining a culti-
vator if all their whims and fancies
are not pampered to. Graft, bribery
‘and corruption have been the crite-
rion of these unscrupulous Govern-
ment officials on the question whether
a squatter should be given land or not.
1 earnestly request that the posi-
tion of these squatters be regu-
larized immediately and that they be
given title deeds to their holdings
thereafter alienation of Crown land
should be on a planned programme.

The question of alienation of land
is closely connected with the problem
of rural housing. Has this Government
forgotten their loud boast of 1960 that
all thatched houses will be replaced
by tiled houses ? We are now coming
to the end of your rule but I still find
that thatched houses continue to have
thatched roofs and, worse still, there
are even houses that have no roofs at
all. This most important question of
rural housing has not even received
the scant attention of the Finance
Minister in his Budget proposals. As
time does not permit me to dwell at
length on the poor economic condi-
tions of the peasantry, I would ear-
nestly request the very valuable sup-
port of the Government back-ben-
chers to improve the social and eco-
nomic conditions of the peasantry at
a very early date.
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(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—
Minister of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Defence and External
Affairs)

What about the Front-Benchers ?

oxy. ey oY Ocu.

(8@ Cs. Oanrs)

(Mr. K. Herath)

The Front-Benchers also. I am
merely making an appeal to the Hon.
Minister of Land because land alie-
nation today is done in a haphazard

way and it has completely gone out
of hand.

I am reading because I have no
alternative but to read. Unlike some
of the Front Benchers, our vocabu-
lary is very limited and we find we
cannot express ourselves well in the
time allotted to us by Mr. Speaker.
So, in fairness to him and to keep to
the time-table we should do our best,
even by reading, to limit our speeches
to the time allotted to us. I know you
will forgive me for reading ; I should
not say “reading” because it is not
quite in order ; I would rather say,
therefore, copious references to notes.

In short, I would earnestly request
the very valuable support of the Front
Benchers and the back-benchers to
improve the social and economic con-
ditions of the peasantry at a very
early date. This cannot be done by
piecemeal legislation but should be
on a planned programme. As such I
would earnestly canvass the support:
of all Government back-benchers for
the setting up of a Dry Zone Peas-
antry Commission on lines somewhat
similar to the Kandyan Peasantry
Commission.
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One of the biggest problems today
in the rural areas is the question of
unemployment and under-employ-
ment, specially of the S.S.C.-qualified
youth. This problem has reached
even the remotest wvillage. It
is only a poor villager
like myself who will understand
the difficulties of a peasant in edu-

cating his child till he passes the
- 5. S. C. examination. When such a
parent finds his child unemployed,
“even after passing the S.S.C. exami-
nation, he 4s frustrated and it is at
that stage that he becomes an easy
prey to corrupt politicians and offi-
cials. It is here that the go-between
and broker come into the limelight.
The child is promised employment,
but for a certain consideration, and he
is sometimes successful. And this is
how the vicious circle of bribery and
corruption starts. The breeding
ground of this hydra-headed monster
is found in the Education Department,
in the C. W. E. and in almost all
Government-sponsored corporations.

I would appeal to the Front Ben-
chers to establish at a very early date
cottage industries, carpentry schools,
power looms—in short, make tech-
nical education available to all
citizens of this country including
the peasantry, because it is only
through technical education that we
will be able to overcome this grave
problem of unemployment.

The crime rate of this country, or
of any country, is dependent to a great
extent on the economic conditions
prevailing at the time. The first essen-
tials of a human being are food, cloth-
ing and shelter, and when the people
have been deprived of such essentials
it is not startling to discover that the
crime rate has sky-rocketed along
with the cost of living. The increase in
the crime rate today in this country
is due to the fast deteriorating eco-
nomic conditions, to the vast advance-
‘ment made in the field of kasippu dis-
tillation and the amount of recogni-
tion given by this Government to
kasipou barons, to corrupt and
bribe-taking officials, and +to all
corrupt persons who have amassed
great wealth by corrupt means!
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The five-day week is, I should say,
a very good suggestion, especially
with toddy all over the country ; and
the people can have a good time over
long week-ends with plenty of booze
running freely in the country. But
how are these holiday bonuses or
any of the Budget proposals going to
help the peasant and the cultivator ?
The Hon. Minister of Finance pres-
cribes as much toddy as possible but
warns us against drinking kasippu.
If he is really anxious to stop the dis-
tillation of kasippu let him bring
down the price of arrack to Rs. 4 a
bottle. What is the amount that the
Government pays as the production
cost of a bottle of black arrack ? It
is in the region of a rupee. You are
now selling it at Rs. 8 making a profit
of Rs. 7, and you say it is the inten-
tion of this Government to stop
profiteering! I advise you to stop
profiteering on arrack and sell arrack
cheaper ; if you do that it would be
uneconomic for the kasippu distiller
to distil kasippu, and only by
making it uneconomic can you stop
this kasippu menace.

Finally, Sir, we are very happy
that this doctor gives us a thesis of
life which is mainly confined to the

sentiments expressed In a very
popular baila :
MmBE G, aECE®, 6%HE 26=C@m, »0

GuGiens] B3B8 eel gc %8 =den.

In that context, we are happy that
he is having a very optimistic view
of the present situation. Indeed, this,

would be an ideal state of affairs if
we do not for a moment refiect on ine

principles of the S, L. F. P. in regard
to temperance. The S. L. F. P. is
pledged to temperance, and that is
why even the bar downstairs was
ordered away by no less a person
than the late Prime Minister, Mr.
Bandaranaike, himself. What I would
like to know from this Coalition
Government is their stand on the
question of temperance. Are they

for the temperance movement or are
theynagainst it ?
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ad P8C @ISR
(Qzerrey sFihall (@enrourl Ga)
(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Where are you? Where do you
stand ?

owy. ey dny .

(8. Cs. Caprsg)

(Mr. K. Herath)

I will tell you, if you will give me
time—I am for the temperance
movement.—[Interruption]. If a
person does not drink, that does not
preclude him from knowing what
happens to a person when he drinks.
If you want to eliminate kasippu do
not bring long drawn out legislation ;
hit at the very base of kasippu—
kasipou is such a profitable industry
—find out what you can do to make
it unprofitable. The only way to do
this is to reduce the price of arrack.
But you are unable to supply the
resultant increased demand for
arrack if the price is reduced.

o 8. 8. ¢ BED (99, &
2w B¢ Bes SEAC OB ™ wensd
%)

(Qazerrar &. 7. 1 Roveur—asrentl, Bl
ureer, tlardlens gyeinsamih FOL (APFD
m@-m)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

We are going to have plenty of
cheap toddy.

ony. o dny Own.

(8@ Ca OGanrg)

(Mr. K. Herath)

Yes, but cheap toddy will not alone
suffice because people have now got
used to strong drinks, and what they
want is something stronger than
toddy. So, let us have cheaper black
arrack.

ad 8 8. ¢ 8D

(Osorra £. (. - Peveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Gal Oya also makes arrack-now:

Bewlds 9535 deddC®H
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(B Cs. Oanrg)
(Mr. K. Herath)

That is also kasippu distilled from
molasses. I would like to know
your stand on temperance, because
your very honourable leader——

o4 B 8. ¢ BT
(Qzarra &. (7. 19 Sovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
We are very temperate.

Y. el Rem.

(8@ Cs. Ganrg)
(Mr. K. Herath)

who was one of the leaders of
the temperance movement

a& 8 8. ¢ 8
(Ozorrey &. 5. g Hovaurr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Why do you say it is me ?
not drink.

I do

owy. e dsy Sw.

(8. Ca. Oanrg)

(Mr. K. Herath)

Not you, Sir, your hon. leader.
Anyway, the S. L. F. P. is pledged to
the temperance movement. That is
why, as I said earlier, the bar down-
stairs was ordered to be closed down
by no less a person than the late
Prime Minister himself.

Before I was interrupted I was
asking the Coalition Government
what their stand on the question of
temperance is. Are they for the
temperance movement or are they
against it ? If the Coalition Govern-
ment is encouraging drinking and all
its attendant evils, one is tempted to
ask, “Is the Government trying to
erase the Buddhist culture by the
introduction of the Bottle culture ?”

All the great political leaders
including the late Prime Minister,
Mr. Bandaranaike, were in the fore-
front of the temperance movement ;
in the temperance movement were
bornd-all the great leaders of this
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country ; in the temperance move-
ment were born all the freedom-
fighters of this country. In such a
situation is it the intention of this
Government to replace the memories
of these great men and their teach-
ings with memories of drunken

orgies ?

a. . 10.43
od; 28E 9mmVEAD

(Quorrey aibofl @ ewr e o)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to be able
to follow an old school mate of mize.
I am only sorry to state that I
can hardly agree with most of the
sentiments he expressed, except when
he referred to the integrity of my
Colleague the Hon. Minister of
Finance.

At the very outset I wish to refer
to certain criticisms that were made
by the hon. Member for Nikawera-
tiya (Mr. K. Herath) regarding the
Budget proposals. He referred to the
question of an amnesty being granted
to hoarders, tax dodgers and bribe
takers. I would like to remind the
hon. Member that immediately after
the formation of the Coalition
Government a number of these tax
dodgers and hoarders started deposit-
ing their hidden money in banks and,
after the delivery of the Budget
speech, as the hon. Member must
now be aware, a sum to the tune
of Rs. 56 million has already been
deposited in the banks. I think that
is the greatest tribute that can be paid
to the existence of the Coalition
Government.

oxY. c¥dw ®cs.

(8@ Cs. Qanrg)

(Mr. K. Herath)

Do you exclude the politicians ?

0 DCE qmiAm

(Qawarreu sibofl @ entaul e )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

The hon. Member referred to
Nadars, merchants and various other
mudalalis who are tax dodgers and
hoarders. The hon. Member, has
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forgotten that a large majority of
these Nadars are rich mudalalis and
are the political supporters of the
United National Party.

ARVE o meNeD Qw. (GEnd)
(B efl Crer@ués—0l1g.5p)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake—Dedigama)

That is not true. They are sup-
porters of the S. L. F. P. now.

@d DCE wemiam

(Qsorrey wibefl @enreul Her)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I do not say that all are supporters.
I say a large majority are. Take the
case of my own town—Kalutara. All
the big mudalalis there are the sup-
porters of the United National Party.

oY, e dény .
(8- Cs. Qanrg)
(Mr. K. Herath)

Do not allow them to get away with
mcome tax.

@& DCE @HmREQAD

(Q@arses Fioaf (& i 6o )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Your charge was that they were
all supporters of the Government.

owY. exdmy ®ca.
(9@ Ca. Govrs)
(Mr. K. Herath)

I am asking you not to allow them
to get away with income tax.

0w& DG 9@

(Q@erras wibaf HET 1T Heor )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

In my own town I am not able to
get a building for the establishment
of a C. W. E. depot because most of
the buildings in the town are owned
by big mudalalis who are the suppor-
ters of the United National Party.
They will not allow any of their
buildings to be used for a public
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purpose like the establishment of a
C. W. E. depot or even a Marketing
Department stall. Since 1958 a
Marketing Department stall for
Kalutara has been sanctioned but
every time there is a building vacant
they refuse to let it. They want
either an exorbitant rent or key
money——

ABRE o NG S
(Bl 1 afl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
You can acquire if.

g 3. DY BNk Ow. (wsynd)

(Bm. wp 9. aerellprudss—uriiian=e)
(Mr. U. B. Wanninayake—Yapahuwa)
You can acquire it within 24 hours.

RRE o 21NwD .

(B 1L ol @atmr@mésa)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

You have powers to acquire it.

o0& D8E ;MmILAD
(Qaorras sibofl @ewr e ger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

As you know, I was Chairman of
the Urban Council during the U. N. P.
period. The establishment of a stall
was sanctioned only in 1958 and from
that time I have been trying to get a
building without success. Unfortu-
nately, the Kalutara Urban Council
is also controlled by reactionaries.

DREC e sNNGD D
(8w Liofl Coan@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
BN

& D0€ 9RIEAD

(Qaerras gibafl @enrour ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

By a person who joined your party,
Mr. Kingsley Wickremasinghe.

Bewldm x5 PedDC®

2344
—eecdm 86 HwS
RRC ow N6 D,
(B tofl Coer@ubs )
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
He is not in my party.

oG P08 9wmdEam
(Qseroes sibafl @@ Qi o )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

He is a nephew of Sir Cyril de
Zoysa. He was at one time the
Assistant Secretary of the U. N. P.
Branch at Kalutara.

RDAEC o mnNe® D,
(‘@@ Lt af] Ga-'mr@w:ﬁﬁj
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
May be ; not now.

o D08 @wsam»
(Qserres &ibof & AT )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

He is a man who fought hard for
U. N. P. nomination.

RRE e’ N Sw.
(,Q@ L@ QEG&T@M&;&)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
And did not get it.

0G PG 9LVERD

(Qzorres &ibafl (&6%T Qi g 6ot )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

May be true. And he is a man who
is fighting again to get nomination.

8. cuE0sY Hwlles Ow. (dT™E)

(8w 1o. Qeoear suBmap—osser)

(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Wattala)

The Hon. Minister is misinforming
the House. He is not in the U. N. P.
He is a nephew of Sir Cyril de Zoysa
who was your President of the
Senate.

oG 2@ wwmdEAM

(Csarrar gibefl @ et ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I would like to tell the hon.
Member for Wattala that he is not
very conversant with politics in
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Kalutara. He might know about the
doings of various people in Wattala.
Mr. Wickremasinghe was a member
of the U. N, P. He failed to obtain
nomination and then contested as an
independent. That does not remove
him from being a reactionary and a

supporter of U. N. P. politics.

DAE o’ mmsnem Den.
(B Lol Crar@wss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

ob 288 9B

(Qsarres &iball @ewreun sar )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Unofficial supporter. I am sure
that if he was elected at the March
1960 elections he would have gone
over to the short-lived U, N. P.
Government.

DLwenC 0@nY & wr. (D)
(8. dleguure Qg ev—a L rer)
(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Katana)
Like you.

ad 2€E 9mRE¥Am
(Qzarras eFibefl @ewreut ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

We have come on the basis of an
agreed programme into a Coalition
Government.

I would like to ask the hon. Mem-
ber for Nikaweratiya (Mr. K. Herath)
whether they have a solution to this
problem of tax evasion.

oxY. el @cn.
(8. Cs. Qonrg)
(Mr. K. Herath)

Of course, we have.

a& 2CE wHREAD

(Qsorrer aibafl @enrai ger )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

What is their policy ? They say
that an amnesty has been granted
to blackmarketeers and hoarders.
They are unmindful of the fact that
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so much money has been deposited in
so short a time. What is their policy ?
We would like to know it. They make
a series of allegations against Mem-
bers of this House. They say that
various bribe-takers have been given
an amnesty, but they do not offer a
solution. I would like to remind the
hon. Member for Nikaweratiya that
these concessions have been granted
for the specific purpose of obtaining
the maximum amount of money that
could be obtained by the Treasury. If
by the 31st of December this year all
these moneys do not come out, Draco-
nian legislation will be introduced in
this House. I am sure that in the
implementation of this legislation a
large number of supporters of the
United National Party would be
caught.

oY, e dnY @

(5. Cs. Qanrg)
(Mr. K. Herath)

We are not worried.
ad 28E 9dERD

(Qmarrey aibail (@ ewreui e )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

A large number of your supporters.
I will not be surprised, when that
legislation is introduced, if the oppo-
sition comes from my good Friends
in the United National Party, saying
that these are attempts at totalitaria-
nism, at dictatorship.

&eédody Dem.

(Bay guGian)
(Mr. Jayasinghe)

It is anticipated in the 1965 Budget.
oG VEE 9wLrdEA®

(Qsorres givofl @ewreui e )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I am glad that the leader of the
United National Party is here. The
hon. Member for Nikaweratiya
referred to kasippu and temperance.
He was thoroughly confused. He was
talking about a rebel in the ranks
of the Government. I think there
are rebels in the ranks of your party.
Your views are directly contrary to
the views of your hon. Leader. The
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hon. Leader of the Opposition advo-
cates temperance. I do not know
whether he advocates prohibition.

esenm, 1964-65

RAE ow MNwm D

(8. 1_ofl Craneyuiss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I will talk about that when I
speak.

o0& 2E 9RIIAD

(Qaeroes &Fibail @eroui sar)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley (Goonewar-
dene)

But he has advocated that on public
platforms. We are entitled to refer
to what he has advocated on public
platforms. He has already opposed
the system by which a poor man
would have the freedom that any
ordinary citizen should be entitled to,
namely, the freedom to tap his own
tree for toddy and have a pure and
unadulterated drink which many
doctors have also said is nutritious
and rich in vitamin B.

AAC ow NG .
(85 iofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
Why do you not allow it here ?

aé 288 9D

(Qaorra Fiball @owraur 6 )

fThe Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

That is a different matter. If the
House so decides, I suppose, you can
have it without having water. That
is a different matter. The Leader of
the United National Party has
opposed it, but the hon. Member for
Nikaweratiya (Mr. K. Herath) is
supporting it. He said that the poor
man should be entitled to have a
drink. I think the United National
Party has forgotten that the excise
law of this country was framed to
safeguard the colonial interests
during the colonial regime for the
purpose of promoting the sale of

foreign liquor.

oé @ Hodewwy

- (Osorrer ymsSsaui DEHAT )
(An hon. Member)
Hear, hear!

Bewldn 0535 DeRAC®
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wé € g2

(Qaorrar sibofl @eawraur ser )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

What is happening in this country
today ? Even if a tourist comes
here and wants to drink our liquor
he is not in a position to do so. In
a number of places the sale of arrack
is prohibited and toddy cannot be
obtained except from an illicit booth
or a tavern which people do not like
to frequent. But any amount of
whisky, brandy and gin is found in
places like Cinnamon Gardens where
rich people dwell.

Sesbiory ea.

(5. qubnan)

(Mr. Jayasinghe)
Nugahawatta Gardens.

ob D88 @=2Bam
(Qzorras Fiall @Hewran sear)
(The Hon. Cholmondely Goonewardene)

Nugahawatta Gardens ? Where is
that ? In these places they can have
cases of whisky, rum and other
drinks. They can go to the various
clubs and go on drinking and dancing
till 5.30 a.m. They do not want that
to be prohibited. The United National
Party in keeping with their class
interest only want to prohibit the
poor man’s drink ; they do not want
any restrictions placed with regard
to foreign liquor and with regard to
the man who can afford to drink
champagne and whisky. They are
only interested in safeguarding their
class interest.

Hon. Members from both sides of
the House have referred to the ques-
tion of kasippu in many of the
debates in this House. If they are
sincerely interested in the people of
this country and in wiping out this
menace, I appeal to them for their
co-operation and not to try to take
political advantage of this issue by
opposing a progressive measure. If
any person is opposed to this move,
I would say that he is either con-
sciously or unconsciously an agent
and a toool of the kasippu dealer.
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8 8. @8 9:mdiAm» dw. (gddw
e&CC)

(B . . i @ euii G or— yefl F Tl

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

You will be helping the kasippu
dealer.

o @de 95y, 8. cwvedd

(Osorres sarfl erar. arib. QUGTTT)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

There is a different base for
kasippu.

aé DOE @wmdiaAm
(Q@arren wibafl @Gewreur sar )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Kasippu dealers would not have
sales if a person could have toddy.
The hon. Member is not aware of it.
There are different bases for kasippu.
Generally it is not so for toddy. The
base used for kasippu is very harmful.

I am happy that after 27 years
of work in the L. S. S. P. and in the
public life of this country as a trade
unionist, I have been called upon to
serve my country in a larger sphere
as a Minister in the Coalition Govern-
ment which came into being on 11th
June this year. Having been in
the Opposition for a period of 14
years, I am keenly aware of the duties
that I am called upon to discharge
honestly and fearlessly in the interest
of our people.

The main political significance of the

Coalition Government is the forging
of the unity of the progressive forces
for the implementation of a socialist
programme. We are convinced that
all progressive elements in this
country will rally round us for the
achievement of this historic task.

We have accepted the stark reali-
ties of the political crisis of our time.
Our friends of the ultra left will say
that we have sold ourselves to the
S.LF.P. The UN.P, on the other
hand, will say that the L.S.S.P.
have swallowed the S.L.F.P. Both
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cannot be right. Time alone will
show that both are wrong and that
the formation of the Coalition Gov-
ernment is in the best interests of the
future of the workers and the
peasants of this country.

Ultimately, the political forces in
this country will polarize into two
camps : those who join us in the on-
ward march to the creation of a
socialist welfare state, and those who
resist it.

As has already been stated by the
Hon. Minister of Finance, this Budget
in no uncertain manner paves the
way for, and points the direction to,
the ultimate creation of a socialist
society. The Budget is in itself an
essay in socialist realism.

We have endeavoured in the
Budget to outline a programme of
work for the ensuing year which is
capable of achievement. We have
made no promise that we have not
the means and the will to fulfil.

Of necessity there are certain
limitations in the Budget. As the
Hon. Minister of Finance has indi-
cated, the Budget Estimates were
already in the course of preparation
when he took office. As a result
these plans have necessarily had to
be modified so that they fitted into
the Estimates.

Despite the shortness of time at
his disposal, the Hon. Minister per-
formed what even the most ardent
supporter of the Government con-
sidered impossible—the bridging of
the gulf between revenue and expen-
diture and the creation of a surplus
of Rs. 14 million.—[Interruption]. I
know that there is one party that is
not at all happy about the creation of
a surplus of Rs. 14 million. I shall
refer to that later.

Despite the magnitude of the
achievement, there are some who
yet argue that we have not gone far
enough. In their impatience, perhaps
in their immaturity, they even call
it a betrayal of socialism. No serious
thinker of socialist planning will
really contend that socialism could
be achieved in one year.
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The broad masses, however, wel-
come this Budget with the same joy
and enthusiasm as they hailed the
formation of the Coalition Govern-
ment. No Budget presented in the
history of this House has obtained
such wide popular appeal, approba-
tion and acclaim as this. However,
as always, with the joys of the many
there is the consternation of the few,

For the first time in the history of
Budget-making in Ceylon the orga-
nized trade unions were given the
opportunity to play an active role in
the formation of proposals. On the
basis of the suggestions made by
various trade unions certain econo-
mies in expenditure were effected
and methods of obtaining greater
efficiency were adopted. Here, again,
shortness of time precluded the possi-
bility of entertaining the views of
the unions and the utilization of their
fund of knowledge and experience to
the full.

I have no doubt that the trade
unions will have a major and all-
important role in the formation of
the next Budget proposals of the
Hon. Minister of Finance. Here,
then, will be laid the real foundations
of a genuine socialist State.

My good Friend the First Member
for Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jaye-
wardene), the redoubtable fighter
that he is, rose again in his familiar
role as a stout defender of lost causes
and out-worn privileges. Discarding
subtlety and with contempt for sub-
terfuge, he flung aside the thin veil
of socialism in which the United
National Party had recently garbed
itself and revealed its true character.
The public masquerade of a new-look
progressive U.N.P. has been effec-
tively buried by its very author.
Socialist protestations and socialist
posing has come to an end with this
new challenge to their class interests.

One paragraph in his speech gives
the cue to what is basic in their views
on the Budget. I quote from column
128 of HansarD of August 6, 1964 :

“That tea tax, the interference in
business, the control of banks and business
houses, the increase in the wealth tax and
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the removal of the limit of 80 per cent,
the discouragement of foreign investors
and the taking-over of house property—
in all these things your Budget speech
has one idea and one idea alone, and that
is to remove the private sector from the
place it occupies in your development
programme.

That is not all. They are the stout
defenders of class interest, of privi-
lege, of the big capitalists and the
landlords, of the big house-owners
who take exorbitant, unconscionable
rents ; and it is not surprising that
any legislation against that class of
persons should be opposed by their
defenders in the House, the United
National Party, which is the political
instrument of that class.

Whose interests does the United
National Party represent ? The large
tea estate owners, ‘mainly the
foreign-owned company tea estates,
the big business and agency houses—
again mainly foreign-owned—the
foreign banks, the foreign large in-
vestors, those paying Wealth Tax,
and the rich landlords who levy
unconscionable rents.

The Budget speech of the hon.
First Member for Colombo South has
only one theme and one theme
alone : the defence of vested inter-
ests both foreign and local. More
than ninety per cent of his speech is
devoted to the defence of the class
interests he represents. He magna-
nimously approves and dismisses in
one paragraph the boons conferred
by the Budget on the hundreds of
thousands of ordinary citizens of this
country. If thousands have suffered
so much all these years for the gain
of a few, could one truly say that it
is wrong for the few to suffer a little
for the benefit of the many ?

Our critics say we have no solution
to the urgent problem of unemploy-
ment and housing. We arc not given
to Utopian thinking nor is the Hon.
Minister of Finance an Alladin.
These problems can be solved and
will be solved, but not within one
year. Employment and housing are
integral aspects of national develop-
ment. When we launch out in the
near future on our planned socialist
national development programme, I
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can assure these critics that no able-
bodied worker will be permitted to
be unemployed. I am certain that the
workers of this country will
unanimously respond to the call of
the Hon. Minister for hard, honest
work, and thus infuse new health and
vigour into our economy.

It is a myth that our labour, either
industrial or agricultural, is indiscip-
lined, lazy and indifferent. It is only
that our workers have had very little
incentive for better work. Their con-
ditions of work, the atmosphere in
which they work, poor home condi-
tions, malnutrition, debt and bad
labour relations have lowered their
potential output. These aspects will
receive the urgent and sympathetic
consideration of this Government so
that a work force will be created,
able to make a greater contribution
in production and ready and capable
of being an active partner in the
management of affairs and the imple-
mentation of a planned, national
programme.

Despite the inane brayings and the
insidious preachings of the prophets
of doom and despair, we in this
country have the means and the
potential to make this country among
the richest in Asia. With the culture
and heritage of an ancient civilization
behind us, our people will not lag
long or far behind in the race for
knowledge. We have only been
impoverished because, on the one
hand, through successive centuries
our country has been ravished by
foreign invaders, and, on the other,
our natural resources have not been
fully exploited in the interests of
this country. The wealth produced
by our toil, tears and sweat have
been spirited away to other countries
leaving our own country denuded of
the benefits of its resources. We
have been cheated, threatened and
blackmailed very systematically and
very subtly by outside forces and
their local agents. We have been
told, if not ordered, to follow a set
pattern of trade. We were treated
like little children and told not to be
naughty if we were not to be
punished. We had even come to
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believe that the safest way was to
keep to the beaten track. Hence our

continued dependence on tea, rubber
and coconut. For this timidity and

conservatism we have paid the
inevitable price in economic
stagnancy.

The paradox of our times is that
while international price levels keep
on rising on manufactured products,
the prices paid for our raw materials
by these same manufacturers have
declined. We are literally at the
mercy of a rigged international
market. Even our manufactured tea,
which is incomparably the best in the
world, fetches a ridiculously low
price in Colombo as compared with
what the consumer pays in Europe
and America, even for adulterated
teas. These matters require urgent
solution. We are glad that the Hon.
Minister of Finance is evolving a
scheme to offset this disparity. We
are also confident that in regard to
other primary products we will find
new markets, where necessary, and
also set up plants for utilizing our
raw materials for the manufacture of
finished products in our own country
to supply the domestic market and
later, if possible, for export.

Apart from tea, rubber and
coconut, we have other industries
which can be developed in a very
short time, for example, the fishing,
gemming and tourist industries.
It is a sad commentary on our
economy that a country like ours,
surrounded by sea which is abundant
in fish, has still to import canned
fish and salted dried fish to the tune
of nearly Rs. 100 million. Japanese
fishing vessels come 4,000 miles to
the shores of Ceylon and carry the
fish home, cook it and can it and then
send it back to Ceylon at a price not
exceeding fifty cents per lb. ci.f,,
whereas the Ceylonese have to pay
on an average a price as high as
Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 or even more for a
pound of fish. In fishing there is no
ploughing, manuring or cultivating ;
there is only harvesting. I am glad
that the Government intends setting
up a Fisheries Corporation and I am
sure that with the development of
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fisheries harbours, the establishment
of boat-building and repair yards,
fish curing and fish drying yards,
mechanized and trawler fishing,
refrigeration facilities and canning
factories in the very near future, we
will by these means not only effect
savings of our much needed foreign
exchange but also ensure that a
nutritious and adequate supplement
to the daily diet of our people at fair
prices will be readily available.

senm, 1964-65

80w @0 oA, 88w (snuimzd
Beo)

(Cxi  yaCGui’  ertl.
g}

(Sir Albert F. Peries—Nattandiya)

All are dreams.

T lev— i g @i esot

a& 2€E 9MmERD
(Querra sibafl @anraur ser )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

You will see that these dreams will
be fulfilled when the Fisheries
Corporation is set up and it gets

going

KO @D 838

(Cai oG (Filew )

(Sir Albert Peries)

We will be very happy about it.

ad 2BE @rlam
(Qazorrar Fibefl @erraur sor )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

despite the opposition of certain
vested interests in the fishing
industry.

Gemming, like fishing, has tremen-
dous potentialities. Unfortunately,
here the trade is largely controlled
by international smugglers and still
more unfortunately a few people
here too are in this racket. It
also is a source of valuable foreign
exchange. Ceylon is a country noted
for its sapphires, rubies, cat’s eyes
and other precious stones. We are
glad that the Hon. Minister of
Finance is shortly setting up a
Gemming Corporation which  will
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guarantee a fair price to the gem
industry as well as control the export
of gems in the interests of our
country.

The tourist industry is another
natural industry of Ceylon. Few
countries in the world have so much
to offer to the tourist as Ceylon.
Within a few hours of stepping ashore
in the Port of Colombo or landing at
one of the airports, the tourist can
go to the salubrious climate of the
hill country ; if he is a lover of wild
life, he can go to the Yala or the
Wilpattu game sanctuaries; within
a few minutes of arrival he can visit
the lovely beaches of Ceylon. It is
all a question of advertising, develop-
ing and giving the proper encourage-
ment to the tourist. Under the wise
guidance of the Hon. Prime Minister,
this industry, too, has a very bright
future. In this connection, it is
heartening to note that the Canadian
Government has so readily come to
our aid in the project for the
development of the Katunayake
International Airport.

One of the tasks to which the
Coalition Government is pledged is
the reduction of the cost of living.
That this is already taking effect can
be seen in the fact that the unscru-
pulous textile traders in the Pettah
have begun to disgorge their hoarded
stocks on the pavements, with a
consequent definite fall in textile
prices. With a greater output of
work in the port, the reduction of
the surcharge on freight and its
possible eventual removal, the elimi-
nation of trading malpractices, the
introduction of suitable checks and
deterrent legal penalties on profiteer-
ing, and the setting up of a State
Trading Corporation under the
energetic guidance of the Hon.
Minister of Internal and External
Trade and Supply, there will be an
appreciable reduction in the cost of
living in the near future.

As the Hon. Minister of Finance
has said, we have a hard and difficult
task before us and very little time in
which to do it. In the Public Works
Department, which is under my
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Ministry, I have set up a committee
with my Parliamentary Secretary,
Mr. K. Abdul Jabbar, as chairman.
This committee comprises represen-
tatives of wvarious trade union
federations and senior departmental
officers, one of whom is the senior
administrative officer and another a
very senior engineer. I am proud
to state that the majority of represen-
tatives in this committee are members
of trade unions. The task of this
committee is to investigate and report
on the administration, staffing and
cadre of the Public Works Depart-
ment. This committee is now sitting
and its report will be forthcoming
shortly. The main objectives of this
committee will be to advise on ways
and means to eliminate corruption
and waste, and to increase output
and efficiency.

senm, 1964-65

I have also appointed a one-man
continuing committee to inquire into
and deal with specific cases of waste
and corruption. I am glad to note
that the trade unions of this country
have responded to my call. The
public, too, have made representa-
tions which have been very useful to
the committee. I regret to note,
however, that although I wrote to
every hon. Member of this House,
asking him to make suggestions and
give evidence either orally or in
writing, the response has been very
poor. Hon. Members of this House
often criticize the work of the Public
Works Department. I dare say a
good amount of that criticism is
justified. I am sorry to note that
only one hon. Member of this House
has come forward and given
evidence, a Member from the South,
the hon. Member for Baddegama.
(Mr. Neal de Alwis). The committee
is still sitting, and I appeal to hon.
Members to give the committee the
benefit of their experience and
knowledge, which will ultimately
help the Ministry in reorganizing
the work of the Public Works
Department.

Steps are also being taken to set
up workers’ advisory committees in
the Public Works Department with
the ultimate object of worker partici-
pation in the management of affairs,
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I have already given instructions that
in every new building project under-
taken by the Public Works Depart-
ment, a vigilance committee of work-
ers, who will ultimately occupy the
building and work in it, should be
set up in order to see that the work
is carried out satisfactorily from the
point of view of the user. Even in
the construction of roads and bridges,
the people who use them and the
local authorities will hereafter be
afforded greater opportunities of
taking a more active interest in the
work that is done.

I must say that already in the case
of certain buildings under construc-
tion vigilant trade union representa-
tives are performing useful funec-
tions. They have made very useful
suggestions and are carrying out their
duties in a very satisfactory manner.

I am not by any means satisfied—
and I am sure hon. Members of this
House will agree with me—with the
present system according to which
overseers who are paid employees of
the Department of Public Works, also
function as contractors. This is one
of the aspects which, I expect, the
Jabbar Committee will deal with in
their report. In the meantime,
direct labour gangs are being em-
ployed on road maintenance on an
experimental basis.

I have inspected some of the work
presently being carried out by the
Public Works Department on con-
tract. In the majority of cases the
work has not been up to standard
and, in some cases, payments have
been made far in excess of the value
of the work done. I have discover-
ed—and it is generally known—that
contractors tend to form themselves
into rings and inflate the cost of pub-
lic works by fixing tenders.

Most of these contractors are not
equipped to undertake the jobs they
have tendered for. They have neither
the technical know-how nor the plant
and equipment and the means to
carry out the work they undertake.
The result is shoddy work and un-
warranted and inordinate delay. On
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the other hand, I have seen some
excellent work being carried out by
the engineers of the Public Works
Department—for example, in the
bridges organization—by the employ-
ment of direct labour. Our engi-
neers, architects and other technical
officers are highly qualified and hold
their own with the best in other
countries. There has been ample
testimony to the skill and ability of
Ceylonese workmen from experts
who have had occasion to work in this
country. It will be my endeavour
to bring all these skills together in
order to produce work of lasting
benefit to the country and which at
the same time will fulfil our
construction targets.

I must say here a word about some
of the big construction works that
have been undertaken by the Public
Works Department. I do not, how-
ever, wish to refer to two matters
because they are under investigation
at the moment, but I would like to
place certain facts for the information
of hon. Members. Most of these big
contracts are in the city of Colombo.
In the case of one contract, the value
of which is about Rs. 4% million,
already about Rs. 3} million has been
paid to the contractor although only
one-third of the work has been done.
The work is also not satisfactory. I
have ordered a full investigation and
have stopped further payments.

ﬁcﬁ%oaﬁ ®¢s.

(8@ pudsan)

(Mr. Jayasinghe)

What is the contract ?

FO0m &0 88
(Coi yoCui’ (Fiflow)
(Sir Albert Peries)

What is the work ?

o& 20E 9HmBAD
(Qaerras sibofl @Hewreur ger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I can give the name but I do not
want to do so at this stage.

Bewldm @535 @eFRVE®
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CHNICsY SHduTd8 Owr (Bedw®eun
5)@&1

e ‘.:.i'n. — T oF ¥

(BB @&@posT  rregyusey — GHavewisan
Trin)

(Mr. Lakshman  Rajapaksa—Tissa-
maharama)

What was the previous Minister
doing ?

Scakiody Dcdm.

(Bl gu&iian)

(Mr. Jayasinghe)

Was the previous Minister also a
contractor ?

o D8E g:m2Bam»

(Qzarrar tbof] @ T QUi He )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

One contractor has been given con-
tracts to the tune of Rs. 15 to Rs. 20
million. This is a physically impos-
sible task for that contractor because
he has neither the equipment nor the
capacity to carry out those contracts.
What happens as a result is that the
work is being delayed. Hon. Mem-
bers complain of gross under-
expenditure in the department. One
contractor just cannot carry out this
work. Hon. Members will therefore
appreciate the position in which the
Ministry is placed. In the instances
that I just referred to the contractor
can even abandon the contracts and
go home because for about 30 per
cent of the work done he has already
received 50 or 60 per cent of the
money.

ooy Do,
(B guasan)
(Mr. Jayasinghe)

Can the Hon. Minister tell us in
which year the contract was given ?

P8 emmEB @B ¢ BCD
(ceBOE-aT Hed' )

(O Qsrevefler Oy, 1. Hoveunr—
O 5 & -z BDen )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia)

It is a series of contracts—Rs. 15 or
20 million worth of contracts.
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aé OO 9wmER®
(Qmorras aibofl s emr i ger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

On 18.9.62.

CHEOE Sduws .
(B @Fpwar rregLiso)
(Mr. Lakshman Rajapaksa)

Is this the man who was once
blacklisted and who got the contract
again in another name ? He changed
the name of the company.

oG 28 9@IEAD
(Qzerras sibofl &T AU BT )

(The Hon. .Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

If the hon. Member has some infor-
mation I shall be glad if he passes it
on to me ; I would like that fact in-
vestigated. But for the present I am
not giving any new contracts to that
firm. With regard to one building I
have appointed a committee of trade
union representatives to supervise the
work, investigate and report to me.
They have asked for the opinions of
two independent engineers. Their re-
quest has been granted. One engineer
has been released for that purpose by
the Hon. Minister of Communications.
When their report is ready I shall take
action in terms of that report. I must
say that I am not at all satisfied as a
layman with the work that is being
done on the building.

Another point I wish to mention is
this. I cannot understand why when
contracts are given to individuals a
large amount of money is spent on
foreign exchange. The P. W. D. has re-
commended indents to the value of
nearly Rs. 4 million for one contractor.
If that money or a portion of that
money was utilized by this Govern-
ment or by the P. W. D. to import the
machinery direct, I have no doubt that
with the technical skill available and
with the co-operation of the workers
and employment of direct labour, we
would have been able to utilize that
machinery and get the job done in a
much quicker time.
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In fact, my proposal is, after the
report of the Jabbar Committee is out,
to effect radical changes in the work-
ing of the P. W. D. It might mean a
corporation or a reorganized form of
P. W. D.—I cannot now say what form
it will take. I am not going to tole-
rate an autonomous body like the
C. T. B. or the C. T. B. that has been
functioning for some time. I am not
going to tolerate boards and corpora-
tions that try to arrogate to them-
selves power that rightly belongs to
the Ministry and power that should
belong to Parliament. Whatever the
set-up it will always function under
the general and direct control of the
Ministry and I, as Minister, would be
responsible for the working of that
set-up.

Already my Colleague and Friend,
the Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions, has requested the Public Works
Department to set up a central bus
depot at Pettah which would benefit
hundreds of thousands of passengers
in this country. Preliminary designs
for this building have already been
prepared and, I understand—the
figures are approximate—the estima-
ted cost is about Rs. 15 or Rs. 20 mil-
lion. I would like to inform hon.
Members that the saving on
architect’s fees alone would be
Rs. 1,200,000 by entrusting the work
to the P. W. D. Every effort—I can-
not give a guarantee yet because I
am not certain of the position—will
be made to do the work depart-
mentally with direct labour.

There is the further question of a
national sports stadium. Originally,
this idea was sponsored by my
good Friend the Hon. Minister of
Rural and Industrial Development. I
take it it has the support of all hon.
Members of the House and all poli-
tical parties. I understand the subject
is now likely to be handled by the
Hon. Minister of Education, who has
already discussed the matter with me.
I have told him that once a firm pro-
posal is made the Public Works
Department is capable of designing
and also of doing the work depart-
mentally. With the completion of this
work not only the school children in
Colombo and the suburbs but also
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[0 BBE @emddidm]
those in the outstations and the rural
areas will be able to come to the sta-
dium and take part in big sports fes-
tivals. I intend to have a crash pro-
gramme on these two matters.

One of the charges against the
Public Works Department is that of
gross under-expenditure. I must
say that since the formation of the
Coalition Government there has
been an improvement in the work-
ing of the department. I would
not say I am satisfied with the
improvement, but it is my duty
to' pay a tribute to the trale
unions, comprising people at the
top and at the bottom, who have
all responded to my appeal and are
working harder ; they are doing their
best to try and finish whatever work
is possible within the course of this
financial year. I hope I will be in a
position next year to place before the
House the information that there has
been no under-expenditure or very
little under-expenditure in the Public
Works Department.

There are at present a little over
12,500 miles of P. W. D. roads in the
island. According to the department
only about 25 ver cent of this milage
is really suitable for bus and lorry
traffic although buses and lorries do
ply on a greater milage. The milage
of roads metalled and tarred is only
about 8,800. Even these roads or sec-
tions of them are by no means in good
condition. There are still over 2,000
miles of roads in charge of the Publie
Works Department which are not
suitable for any kind of traffic. The
problem facing the P. W. D., there-
fore, is to increase the milage of
roads suitable for heavy traffic and to
improve the roads to a standard
which will enable traffic to ply with
facilities which the public has a right
to expect. From 1957 up to the 1st of
October, 1963. the total milage of
roads provided with what is called
“ premixed carpet ” was 62.34. Only a
sum of Rs. 1 million has been provided
for expenditure on this work during
this financial year. I have asked that
this ficure be increased to Rs.
2,250,000, and the Cabinet has already
approved it. It is expected that 30

BewdEmy O5IF) @eFACE®
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more miles of road will be premixed
during this financial year. The in-
creased provision would enable the
premixing machinery of the depart-
ment to be occupied fully.

,The life of ordinary metalled and
tarred surface roads is 8 to 10 years,
whereas the life of roads surfaced
with asphalt concrete, or, what is com-
monly called premixed surface, is
about double. The cost of premixing,
however, is 11 to 13 times the cost of
ordinary metalled and tarred surface
roads. Nevertheless, premixing is
much more economic in the long run
because of its longer life, saving in
maintenance, less wear and tear of
vehicles and less wuse of raw
material.

There is a heavy back-log of over-
due improvements which is increasing
yearly. A scientific reappraisal of ends
and means and a planned programme
of development based on present and
future needs is a vital necessity.
Improvements to roads tend to pay
for themselves. There is a saving on
fuel consumption, time and wvehicle
operation. There are also other tan-
gible benefits such as less accidents,
increased land use and wvalue, in-
creased business activity and a reduc-
tion in the cost of living since trans-
port costs have a direct bearing on
commodity prices. It must be re-
membered that roads do not lend
themselves to ordinary commercial
methods of assessment.

In developing countries, in parti-
cular, road improvement and the
construction of new roads have a
profound effect on the location of
industries, on colonization schemes,
on the development of agriculture
and natural resources and the
distribution of population. With
new business activity, new em-
plovment opportunities are created
and the general level of pros-
perity increased. IFurthermore. the
eventual objective of every develop-
ing country is to minimize its depen-
dence on foreign aid for economic
growth. In this context the contribu-
tion of a good road system to eco-
nomic development cannot be over-
emphasized. Unfortunately, the main-
tenance,.0f P. W. D. roads has, in
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general, followed the same pattern
and methods which existed over 50
years ago. Rapid, radical changes are
long overdue, and I shall see to it that
these changes are effected in the shor-
test possible time in the interests of
economy and efficiency.

There is one more point with regard
to the revenue from roads. The reve-
nue from roads has increased from
Rs. 62,114,000 in 1951 to Rs. 135,711,000
in 1961,—that is an increase of over
100 per cent. in 10 years—whereas the
expenditure on roads has dropped
from 23 per cent of revenue from
roads in 1951 to 19 per cent of revenue
from roads in 1961. In short, whereas
the revenue from roads has more than
doubled itself from 1951 to 1961, the
expenditure on roads has been re-
duced by 4 per cent of the total
revenue from roads. In addition, the
vehicle registration in 1951 was 64,864
whereas in 1961 it was 142,239. You
must also take into account the fact
that there are today heavy vehicles,
especially during the last 5 to 10
years, belonging to the Irrigation
Department, Land Development
Department, Public Works Depart-
ment, etc., using our roads which are
really not meant for the use of such
heavy vehicles.

Before I conclude, I must say a
word about the politics and the poli-
cies of my friends in the U. N. P.

The Coalition Government is
pledged irrevocably to the establish-
ment of a socialist society. The stage
has now been set for the political
co-operation of the workers and the
peasants.

The United National Party, as I
said earlier, is a political instrument
of the capitalist classes. We do not
blame them when they defend the
tea estate owners and when they
defend the landlords because they
are carrying out their political tasks.
But today, after the formation of the
Coalition Government, they are on
the horns of a dilemma. They are
living in a state of fear and bewil-
derment. They have to face the
stark fact of political defeat and
possible political oblivien.
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The formation of the Coalition
Government was opposed by all
reactionaries in the country, particu-
larly the United National Party who
tried the policy of the colonialists,
divide et impera. They want to
divide and rule and try the same
tricks again. Before the formation of
the Coalition Government, they tried
to set the S. L. F. P. against the
L. S. S. P. and the Leftists against
the S. L. F. P. Again they are trying
the same methods in this House. One
cannot forget that during those criti-
cal days when the workers, the
peasants, the middle classes, the
school-teachers and all progressive
elements of this country were anxi-
ously and enthusiastically waiting for
the formation of the Coalition Gov-
ernment, all the reactionaries or
supporters of the Right wing parties
—some of them the leaders of the
Federal Party and others the sup-
porters of the United National Party
like the former bus magnate Sir Cyril
de Zoysa, the former Minister of
Justice of the United National Party,
Sir Lalitha Rajapakse—tried their
level best by various methods to
mislead the people, to mislead the
country and prevent the formation
of this Coalition Government. The
capitalists, the monopoly press and
the reactionaries got together and
tried to prevent the coming together
of the progressive forces. But thanks
to the brave stand taken by the Hon.
Prime Minister and by the leaders
of the L.S.S.P, at the request of the
toiling masses of this country, the
Coalition Government was formed in
spite of all the obstacles and in spite
of all attempts to prevent ifs
formation.

I would like to ask the U. N. P.
what is going to be their solution
if they come to power. I have no
doubt that the people of this country
will not go back on the road that they
had taken in the year 1956. Certain
radical changes have been brought
about and further changes in the
economic sphere would be brought
about in the near future. The stage
was set for the radical economic
changes by the formation of the
Coalition Government on the 11th of
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June this year. If the U. N. P, by
some miracle, comes back to power,
whom are they going to rest on for
support ? The working classes of this
country will not support them ; the
peasants of this country will not
support them ; nor will the middle
classes of this country support them.

8. &. A Qw. (s emm)
(,@(5- GTLh. Io, Lf@;JTL..ﬁ'-—(GfoI}I@ﬁ'H'Iﬁf@éE‘rﬂ}{E)
(Mr. M., D. Banda—Hanguranketa)
Have the elections.

o& 88 @B

(Qaarrer gibofl @ enrar ger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

They will have to depend on the
support of the big estate owners, the
company owners, and the agency
houses. Those are the people. And
they will have to rule with the mailed
fist. The only way in which the
U. N. P. can rule this country is by
the establishment of a dictatorship—
of a semi-fascist dictatorship—in this
country. That is the only way they
can rule this country.

Q. 8. e @ e,
(’;@@ GTLb. I0. LIGHTL.IT)
(Mr. M. D. Banda)

That is the only way you are going
to rule.

o0& D88 qwmosam
(Qzorra &ibefl @enmeui ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

That is the only way you can rule
this country. We are working with
the co-operation of the toiling masses
of this country. We have no neces-
sity, no desire, for any form of dicta-
torship. If the U. N. P. comes back
to power, within a very short time
you will see in this country a Gov-
ernment of the type you find in
South Vietnam, South Korea, Latin
American countries and Formosa—
pocket states of that type. Ceylon
] will be a pocket state in the hands
of foreign imperialists.

el Eny @BIL) LeHRVCEH
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only way that the U. N. P. can rule
this country. Tney have no econo-
mic answer to the problems of this
country, they have only a political
answer. Their political answer is
the establishment of a dictatorship.
They might come te power by the
usual methods—even that I doubt
very much—which are Ilarge-scale
bribery, mass impersonation and
intimidation. Why is the hon.
Member laughing ? I have ex-
perienced that.

ani exnCE 85 8. ¢ BEd

(s Qareveller oyi. 19. Heveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I have experienced the case of
people crossing the Floor in order to
save their brothers in the time of
D. S. Senanayake—a co-operative
inspector, a brother of a Member of
the House.

oxY. el @
(8@ Cs. Ganrg)
(Mr. K. Herath)

I beg your pardon. On a point of
personal explanation: I never had a
brother who was a co-operative
inspector, nor was I ever involved in
such an incident.

a8 eamE 3 @d. ¢ 8ED
(O Qareveller syr. 19 Seveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If the cap suits him he is free to
put iton!

oy, e dény .

(Bw Ca. Oanrs)
(Mr. K. Herath)

He made a personal allegation.

G1ni emE I . ¢ B

(Oréi Qsroveler opf. 19. Seveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Something is pricking his con-
science, not mine.

oaé Y Bodecwy

(Osorres oymsssai eHeui )
(An hon. Member)

That sy theah=m rHethas no conscience to be pricked !

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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$Hndw emE3sY ¢l ¢ B2
(Qrsii Qarevdler oyi. 1. Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I quite agree.

wé& 280G @:dEAm
(Qzorras eibafl w@enrai sar)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I can remember instances. I have
not forgotten the past. I do not like
to refer to the long past. What
happened in Dedigama a long time
ago ?

8. 8. ad. 9nIA» .
(B . G syi. @ewaisar)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
In 1936.

ad 08 9@mRiadm
(Qserras oibofl @enreui ger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Yes, in 1936, as the hon. Member
for Avissawella (Mr. D. P. R. Guna-
wardena) points out. We are
aware of these things. We were
together during this period. I can
remember working for the elections
in the year 1936 in Ruwanwella and
Avissawella where people were even
frightened to talk to us. I went with
a number of people from Panadura.
We were taken there by the hon.
Member for Panadura (Mr. Leslie
Goonewardene). We stayed there
for a few days. It was very
difficult for us to work there. All the
supporters of the feudalists, the
capitalists, were backing their candi-
date, Mrs. Adeline Molamure, a
staunch right-winger, a conservative
and supporter of the United National
Party. We had to work with great
difficulties. There were people who
did not like to see us in their houses.
There were even boutique-keepers
who were frightened. People were
frightened to get into a car carrying
a red flag or to carry a card with the
photograph of Dr. N. M. Perera. But
we went on working and we
happened to note that they had the
flag of Mrs. Molamure outside their
houses and the photograph of
Dr. N. M. Perera inside.
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There were other similar elections.
We had to fight the famous battle qf
Balangoda. [ can never forget Miri-

gama ; I never saw such a large con-
centration of motor vehicles. People
from Cinnamon Gardens including
women in their big limousines flooded

the place on the day before the elec-
tion. They stormed the place with
a view to intimidating the poor,
innocent voters of Mirigama. They
were all thunder-struck by the large
number of vehicles carrying green
flags and portraits. There were
women dressed in all their parapher-
nalia, with all their rouge and lip-

stick. The purpose was to intimidate
the voters, to show them that they
had no chance against such a power-
ful army.

I can remember what happened at
the end of the elections. These so-
called educated women of Cinnamon
Gardens—I take full responsibility
for this statement because I was
present at the time—even hooted at
us from their cars at the end of the
day. They were so confident of vic-
tory. They hooted at us in a way
you would expect of notorious thugs
from a place like Mariakadde.
That is the way they behaved when
they were supporters of the United
National Party, the party which now
says that they are the custodians of
national morality. The U. N. P. has
no right to complain about thuggery
and intimidation when they them-
selves resorted to the same tactics
and would resort to it now if they
have the power. Have you forgotten
Gampola ? What happened in Gam-
pola ? There was mass intimidation.
I do not want to mention names.
Then what happened in Colombo
South ?—[Interruption]. There were
impersonation factories. Sir, we
have heard of factories of various

types

. ¥ N0 O (Do¥er’e®d)
(8. or. 1é@WEs—05Cs500)

(Mr. A. Ratnayake—Wattegama)
We have learned from you.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2371
Sulsdm ewPSomy
od DEE @@Bam

(QserTeu FLbaf] @mmm:?gm)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

That is not my opinion. That is
the opinion of a judge of the Supreme
Court which you hold in the highest
esteem, the highest tribunal for the
U. N. P. in the country, one institu-
tion which is sacrosanct and which
is supreme so that you cannot afford
to differ or challenge. It is the deci-
sion of a judge of the Supreme Court,
a decision of an election judge that
there was large-scale impersonation
by the U. N. P. candidate. They are
impersonation factories.[Interrup-
tion].

senm, 1964-65

a8w emE B @8 ¢ EED

(Qura_i Qareveilear yr. 19 Heveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The factories they put up during
their regime.

ad DC @RI

(Qaerras &ibofl @awrai ger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

They were the factories they put
up with all the money at their com-
mand from 1947 to 1956, when they
were ignominiously defeated.

8. 8. ®8. 9ed¥am Sw.

('qu e, (S, DT - @m@;i(@r@r)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
That man was never made the Chief

Justice of Ceylon.

&8s emE I @b, ¢ BED
(Oré i Qaravdller gyf. 19 fovar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That was the U. N. P. reward.

@& OCE @&

(Ozerras sibafl @ewrau gar )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Now they talk of political interfer-
ence in the judiciary. I do not want
to talk much about them. I have
also been one of the victims of poli-
tical interference when I was charged
during the hartal. However, I was
acquitted after the preliminary
Inquiry. My good Friend, the hon.

BDewldnm @535 PHFDC®
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Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva), was the
leader of the lawyers who defended
me ; there were some others. Some
of them are today in the other House.
One of them is the Ambassador in
Cairo. There were hon. Senator
la Brooy, Eardley Perera and several
others. I cannot remember all the
names of those who defended me. 1
was acquitted. But, immediately
after my acquittal, without any police
appeal, a very respected gentleman,
the then Attorney-General—it was
in the papers too—called for the
report. I do not know whether he
had a glance at it even but he
straightway committed the case to
the District Court. Was that not
political interference, I ask ? I know
that all my enemies in the U. N. P.
worked tooth and nail to have me
convicted and to have me debarred
from practice and also to prevent me
from contesting a seat. Of course,
in the District Court I was fortu-
nate—even in the U. N. P. there are
good men as well as bad men—

Grndw enE sy @b. ¢ BEd
(Qréii Qsrevdler gyi. 1. Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Hear, hear.

o € 9B
(Qseorras aibafl @ aull et )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

—that my good Friend, the hon.
Member for Negombo (Mr. T. Quen-
tin Fernando), was the presiding
judge. [Interruption]. He was not in
the U. N. P. then; he was not in
politics then.

&, Sy snem .
['@@ or. TH@)WES)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake)
He was a good judge.

o& 28E gomiam

(Qaorrar sbofl @enrar ger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I was discharged even without the
defence being called. That clearly
shows there was no justification for
having got me committed after the
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original acquittal. They talk of
bribery and corruption. The hon.
Member for Nikaweratiya (Mr. K.
Herath) referred to various charges
of bribery and corruption. Have they
forgotten what happened to certain
members of the Colombo Municipal
Council ? Have they forgotten the
M. W. H. de Silva Commission ?

RDE e N D
(8w Lofl Crareués)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
They were disqualified.

a& DO @mREA

(Quorres Fibefl @ enrau Sar)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Nine members were found guilty
of bribery and corruption. All of them
were members of the United National
Party

I am proud to say on the Floor of
this House that not even an allega-
tion, not even the shadow of an alle-
gation, was made against a single
Leftist member. They, of course, tried
their best to get bogus allegations
made against the members of the
L. S.S. P. in particular.

&, O 5N e

(B o ré@ués)

(Mr. A. Ratnayake)

What about the Thalgodapitiya
Commission ?

o DCE @AM

(Qzerres &ibofl @ewraui ger) -

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I am coming to that. As I was say-
ing, not even the shadow of an alle-
gation was made against the Leftist
members.

Sir, the Municipal Council has a
scheme for granting relief to poor
people to meet the expenses
connected with a funeral up to a
maximum of Rs. 300, and one of the
allegations made against one of the
members of the Municipal Council I
referred to earlier was that he had
got what is called a “ cut” of Rs. 150
out of Rs. 300 in a case where such
relief had been granted.
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=88 S0R.» @w. (DRAESH)

(B Cuiad o) & L0 P @ — BLDLY UL
1S 19 wr)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—Kambu-
rupitiya)

8o B3800n @HHDN.

oé 28C @riRn
(Qa@erras &Lbafl @S Uil e )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

cFesrned 8o u88wlnl ©®Hn.

Sir, bribery and corruption is bad,
but this type of thing is the worse ;
it stinks. And that person, I think,
is back in the Municipal Council as
a member.

RIE e BN Do,
(B L ofl Coaneyuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

o DO 9:mdIA»
(Qsorras Fibafl @emrai ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Why not ? I know his wife was put
forward as a candidate by the United
National Party.

Gnde G %Y @l ¢ B
(OLré i Qsraveler g n SBeoan)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Perhaps she did not know of the
Rs. 150!

aé& D08 9D
(Qsarsar FLBG] @SUDT-S}_.'-'E',’»E'@T)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

That is indirect representation. The
period of disqualification is over and
he is now back in the Municipal
Council.

2DE e D D
(B L ofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

aé 988 9endiam
(Qzer ey FLDa] @jmrm_n%‘;sm)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I am subject to correction there.
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(Bm. 1. F. . @i ser)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
No, he is not a member.

1964-65
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ad D¢ 6}@593@2{'}

(QaarTar abofl @erar ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley
dene)

The U. N. P. in its heyday had its
contact men. They had their contact
men round the House. I do not want
to mention names. Some of them are
not living now ; the leader of that
gang of men is not living, and it will
not be fair to mention names.

We of the L. S. S. P. had to fight
against heavy odds at elections and
by-elections. Actually one might say
that the U. N. P. ruled not from 1947
but from 1931. The same set of people
carried on from 1931. Tt was the same
set of people, whether they called
themselves Independents or members
of the Ceylon National Congress. I
think the hon. Member for Avissa-
wella (Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
agrees with me. It was really a con-
tinuation of the same persons.

Goonewar-

They formed the Ceylon National
Congress and later there was formed
the United National Party. The hon.
First Member for Colombo South
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene) entered the
National Congress. People thought he
was progressive at that time, so much
so that I invited him to a meeting at
Kalutara. I do not know whether he
remembers the occasion. The meeting
was held at Gnanodaya College in
1940, and on that occasion he paid a
tribute to the L. S. S. P. At that time
our leaders were in jail—the hon.
Member for Avissawella, the hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva), the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) and the hon. Member for
Bulathsinhala (Mr. Edmund Sama-
rakkody). They were in jail and the
hon. Member for Panadura (Mr. Les-
lie Goonewardene) was on party
orders working underground. And
I can remember the hon. Member
for Colombo South paid a tribute to

Bewldm @538 @eBDE®
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the Lanka Sama Samaja Party as the
only party that was waging the fight
against British imperialism.

&, @8 LwdiR® S
cnER BePI® OYE)

(D Cag. i ot GeT—OET ApLbL S
OsHE APSOTLD IhsHSa)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—First Colombo
South)

(¢men

We moved for their release, and the
Communist Party opposed it.

aé 206 q@aa&am

(Oserrar &inef @W@Jﬂ",ﬁm)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

That, of course, I do not know.
You will have to settle it with my
Friends in the Communist Party.

e&. b, LwDA® Scn.

(B Ceoy. 2. guaii ger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

The representatives in the Con-
gress, in this House—

8. 8. ¢d. @eRdiRs .
(. 1. 1§ i @eorount Far)
(Mr. D. P. R, Gunawardena)

That is right. They were for keeping
us in.

od. @d. EwdlAm .

{(@@ Cag. DT ewiali ger)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

But we were for their release. We
went to see them in jail. We moved
Resolutions in this House and in the
Congress, and it was the Communist
Party who opposed it.

@n8u e @8 ¢ B
(Qu_rdt_i Qarevefler gyi. 19. o)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It shows that many people have
had an unregenerate past.
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ad P08 @HRIRD

(Qupraeu Fibafl (@ enret e )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

As the hon. Member for Avissawella
mentioned, their leader, the late Mr.
D. S. Senanayake, never moved for
their release. I can very well re-
member that because in the Kalutara
Urban Council, the only forum we
had, every year—I do not know
whether the hon. Member for Avis-
sawella would remember it—I
moved a resolution demanding the
release of the detenus. Within the
framework of the legislation then
existing that was all we could do,
for that was the only forum we had,
and we passed those resolutions
unanimously. I can remember how
subsequently, during the latter stages
of the war, there were certain Mem-
bers like the hon. First Member for
Colombo South, even the hon.
Member for Dedigama, the then
Member for Panadura—he played a
very leading part and I must pay
him a tribute—and also the then
Member for Kandy, the late Mr.
George E. de Silva, who certainly
played a part in demanding the
release of the detenus.

&, &5y N6 .
(B @ rs@usa)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake)
All of us.

a1h8e omnE 8 @d. ¢ BEd
(Qr_r&ii Qsrovaler of. 1. Soeur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Not you! Not you'!

. oY 56y .

(8w a. rg@uss)

(Mr. A. Ratnayake)

Why not ? I visited you in jail
on more than three occasions.

@8 oemE 8 @b, & BE D

(Qréi_i Qaravefler oyi. 1§ HAeoar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I do not deny that. I always
welcomed those visits and I honour

all hon. Members who paid us
visits.
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DSIBN DD
(&L preisi)
(Mr. Speaker)

Will the Hon. Minister continue his
speech after lunch ?

& D88 @zdEAD

(Qsorres gibafl @ewraurser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Yes, Sir.

S TSRSm0y [OF

(& Lm Bmeis )

(Mr. Speaker)

The Sitting is
2 P.M.

dd8e 32 e MmEMmEDD goy BYID
CesY, @ . 2 O wém wen Bowlds WSS
Mmoo ¢& &, med Fvmned wmESw D
cusy MDD LW D® GE.

suspended till

@& DBE @wmOZAm

(Qaserres &Fibefl @ enroui gor)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, when we
adjourned we were going into the
history of some of the political
parties. Before continuing on that
point, I wish to refer to a matter
that will concern all Members of this
House. As I mentioned earlier, I
have appointed a Continuing Com-
mittee of Inquiry—a one man
committee—to inquire info all alle-
gations of corruption and waste in the
Public Works Department. I appeal
to all hon. Members, if there are any
allegations they want to make of that
nature, to send them on to the Com-
mittee. I also appeal to the trade
unions not to interfere in disciplinary
transfers and I am happy to note
that when transfers are ordered on
disciplinary grounds they generally
do not interfere. I am making a
similar appeal to hon. Members and
I am sure they will respond.

When we adjourned we were talk-
ing of the political past of hon.
Members of this House. If I may be
permittted, I would like to mention
that I joined the Lanka Sama Samayj
Party in the year 1937. Before I
joined the Lanka Sama Samaj Party,
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Swlds e
[aé BDOB qemdidn]
in the early thirties I was attracted
by the speeches made in the first
State Council by the late Mr. S. W.
R. D. Bandaranaike when I was
a student at St. Thomas’ College,
Mount Lavinia. Subsequently, with
the arrival of the Sama Samaj leaders
and particularly with the entry of the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota (Dr.
N. M. Perera), who was at that time
the hon. Member for Ruwanwella,
and the hon. Member for Avissawella
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena), I be-
came attracted towards the Lanka
Sama Samaj Party.

camm, 1964-65

It will make very interesting
reading and I think all hon. Members
of this House should try and read
the speeches which were made by
the two hon. Members during that
period in the second State Council.
I think a good amount of even the
social legislation of today is due to
the foundation that was laid during
that period.

I can remember the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota used to come pre-
pared on practically every subject
that came up before the House. The
hon. Member for Avissawella gene-
rally reserved his voice for the bigger
occasions. They made a very dis-
tinct contribution not only to the
debates but to the public life of this
country, to the welfare of the work-
ing people and to the advancement
of the socialist movement. I think
all students of history and of politics
and all politicians would do well to
read those speeches. I can remem-
ber, during that period when the
State Council was sitting, as I got up
in the morning the first thing I used
to do was to go through the proceed-
ings, particularly the speeches of the
two hon. Members. Later they were
joined by the hon. Member for Ham-
bantota (the late Mr. D. M. Raja-
paksa) who also made, in his own
way, a contribution to the socialist
movement. I can remember at that
time that, though the party had just
been formed and the representation
in the State Council was small, their
influence on the country at large was
quite out of proportion to their re-

BDewl B @535 @eFACEH
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presentation in the State Council.
Quite comparable with the present
situation.

I can remember the occasion when
as a result of prepaganda carried on
against the second world war—which
we characterized as an imperialist
war—even the hon. Member for
Dedigama, now the hon. Leader of
the Opposition, on one occasion voted
against the granting of funds for the
war. He voted with the hon. Mem-
bers for Yatiyantota and Avissawella.
Subsequently he withdrew from that
position and went on to support the
imperialist war effort.

I am referring to the past because
the past will help hon. Members to
judge the protestations of the U.N.P.
with regard to their so-called faith
in and their allegiance to the demo-
cratic process. Those were times
when it was difficult even to hold
public meetings. Some hon. Mem-
bers might recall the famous meet-
ings at Bulathkohupitiya and Homa-
gama where there were even stabbing
incidents. The reactionaries got to-
gether and attempted to smash the
L.S.S.P. and prevent it from holding
meetings but the L.S.S.P. fought back
and the meetings were held and the
movement carried on

There is talk of interference with
the course of justice. There are so
many ways of interfering with the
course of justice. I think the worst
form of interference with the course
of justice is the framing of false
charges against a person. I have
been “framed” on two occasions—
on both occasions by supporters of
the U.N.P. On the first occasion the
U.N.P. had not been formed but the
right-wing conservative elements
were there; they were the people
who subsequently formed the U.N.P.

In the course of a strike of urban
council labourers there was a false
charge framed against me of criminal
intimidation by a former bus
magnate, a wellknown personality.
He specializes in framing false
charges—particularly in framing
false charges of criminal intimida-
tion. Mr. Deputy Chairman, with
your wide experience in the courts,
you know how easy it is to prove a
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charge of criminal intimidation. One
man says something, another man
corroborates, and the accused is con-
victed. I was fortunate and was
fined only Rs. 10. Not so the hon.
Member for Avissawella who got
three months’ rigorous imprisonment
which disqualified him from standing
for elections for seven years. In that
charge too the same person had a
hand.

In that case I was defended by no
less a person than Mr. Advocate
Nadesan ably assisted by the former
Member for Ambalangoda, Mr. P. H.
W. de Silva. They did their best but
I was convicted. I really think it was
a political conviction. At that time
the war was on and even the fact
that 1 was wearing a red tie was
sufficient to convict me. Later on I
met the judge who tried me—he
had already retired—and he told me
that he had grave doubts with regard

to the evidence in that case and was'

extremely sorry that he had con-
victed me. The political climate was
such at the time that he had no alter-
native but to convict me.

Again I was “ framed ” during the
hartal of August 1952, to which 1
must refer because today we are on
the eve of celebrating the eleventh
anniversary of that hartal, which
was organized by the L. S. S. P..
the Communist Party and I think
the W. L. S S P.' In that case I
referred to the fact that there
was interference by certain officials
with regard to my case. I was
acquitted in the lower court but was
committed again. There were other
forms of interference too. Hon.
Members who are not aware of the
facts of that case might be surprised
to hear that a person holding a very
high position in this House today was
the gentleman who prosecuted me in
that case—I refer to Mr. Sam Wije-
sinha who is now being trained or
groomed for the post of Clerk of the
House. He was a very fair prosecu-
tor, as Crown Counsel are expected
to be , in spite of the fact that the
U. N. P. was in power, and that the
U. N. P. did its level best to have me
convicted at all costs ; they even sent
a petition against Mr. Wijesinha that
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he was a schoolmate of mine and
should not have been allowed to
prosecute.

ed, @l LwudiRm .
(8. Cog. . Qe Fer)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Must be your opponent !

ad D08 @:mdERD

(Qaermes &ibofl @enreour sar)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Yes, the petition was sent by my
opponent but the charge was framed
against me by the U.N.P.

o, ®ml. LwuddA®» .

(B Cog. i, swaur ger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Not by the party!

@b DEE @MmRERD

(Qaerras &ibafl @enreur e )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

The charge against me was such
that I could have been sentenced to
death. It is very easy for the hon.
First Member for Colombo South
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene) to laugh,
but under the Emergency regulations
I could have been sentenced to death.
One of the charges was criminal
house trespass.

DO, MCEsY o Q. (EHE)
(8. erwb. wres psri—CariLrd)
(Mr. M. Balasunderam—Kopai)

There were no Emergency regu-
lations then.

& DE 9IS
(Qaarral FLDGV] @W@Jﬂ:";ﬁm)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Why not ?

MDY &6 .
(Sp LTeS FSTLD)
(Mr. Balasunderam)

There was the Ordinance but no
regulations.
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SEnm,

o0& 28C€ qgemaianm

(Qsorseu &Ftball @ewreur ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I think the hon. Member has now
forgotten the hartal. I do not blame
him because we never expected any
support for the hartal from the Fede-
ral Party then ; if at all, during the
hartal they would have been on the
other side of the barricade.

An Emergency was proclaimed and
along with the Emerdency there were
a number of regulations. I am cer-
tain that the penalty for a number of
offences under the Emergency regu-
lations was death, and one such
offence was house trespass. Fortu-
nately, the Attorney-General’s
Department gave a ruling in my
favour in that the Gazette notifica-
tion was proclaimed at about 2.45
p-m. and the offence I was alleged to
have committed took place at about
12 noon, so it just happened that I
had to be charged under the Penal
Code.

3. @l. LwDlAm Scn.

(5m. Co. i, sguaui ger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
So it helped you !

o0& D8E wmoam

(Qzorres &Fibefl @ enraui gar)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Quite accidentally! I was acquit-
ted and my enemies could not have
their purpose served. I do not know
whether their memories are so short.
They tried to pay off their political
enemies not only outside this House
but even inside it. In the Second
Parliament they laid a charge against
the hon. Member for Bulathsinhala
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody) and the
hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W.
Dahanayake). And what was the
charge ? A frivolous charge of having
gone and occupied your Chair
momentarily when there was no one
in the House. It was occupied by Sir
Albert F. Peries, the hon. Member
for Nattandiya. It was a matter that
could have easily been settled here

BewlBn @535 LeFACEH
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by the Members of the House. If
there is any remissness of the part of
any Member of the House it is our
duty to deal with it here and not to
refer it to a third party, an outside
tribunal. It was a well known fact
in the Lobby that Sir John Kotela-
wala was boasting “I will get them
two years R.I.” The matter was
being adjudicated by a tribunal
somewhere else and Sir John was
boasting that he would get them
imprisonment. I will challenge any
hon. Member to deny what I say.

ed. ¢d. LwDBAm O,
(8. Co. oy sgwani gar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
He is not here.

@& D08 e ZAD

(Qzarres &ibafl (& QUi Feor )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

But there are Members here who
are aware of it.

e&. ¢d. £ .

(,@@j Ceg. . sgweui gerr)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
How do we know ?

o DOE 9L »

(Qaorrar Fibefl @earanr gear)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Anyhow, on that occasion too they
failed. I am saying all this because
it is not for the United National Party
and their supporters to lay the charge
of interference with the course of
justice, for they too did it as far as
they could. My good Friend the hon.
First Member for Colombo South
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene) knows it
very well.

MCHBY cS® e,

(8. uresigrio)

(Mr. Balasunderam)

If they did it are you going to do
it yourselves ?
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oé 20€ @RI

(Qaserres &ibafl (@enr e ger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

We will certainly not interfere.
We only want to see that the laws
passed by this Parliament are carried
out. We do not want any obstruction
and will not tolerate any as regards
laws that are passed in the interests
of the people of this country.

A CesY cS® Bca.

(Bn. ures psrib)

(Mr. Balasunderam)

You must know how to pass laws
within the Constitution.

ad D98 @mdBA®

(Qzerreas &ibafl @ erar ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Maybe within the Constitution laws
have to be passed, but laws must be
observed in that spirit. There are
some people, certain officials and
others, who, even after the laws are
passed, do not give the correct
interpretation and who are so conser-
vative that they are against any
change, like their opposition to the
Paddy Lands Act. I can say from
my experience that a number of cases
under the Paddy Lands Act failed
because even the prosecuting Crown
Counsel, I am sorry to say, had not
their heart in the Paddy Lands Act.
With regard to murder cases they
would study their brief and come to
court, but in these cases they did not
prosecute with that-same enthusiasm.
They say that the judiciary and the
legal profession are slow to change.
I suppose that must be so in this
country too.

Before I conclude I would like to
say one word with regard to the
ultra-leftists. It must be remembered
that there are different roads to
socialism in the world. In every
country it will not take the classical
turn that took place in Russia, for
Instance. Marxism is not a dogma,
1t is a guide to action. Various
countries have chosen different roads

8—qol5 19896 (64/8)
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but the ultimate objective is the
establishment of a socialist society.
You have the case of Cuba, Yugos-
lavia, Nigeria and Egypt. No one
can say with any degree of certainty
what road should be taken by a
particular country. It all depends on
the strength of the working class, of
the peasantry in the country or the
relative forces, and various other
factors. Dogmatism and rigidity, are
both dangerous and foolish. I would,
therefore, appeal to those hon.
Members ; I am sure they would soon
realize that everything cannot be
according to what is laid down in the
books ; nor did the authors of those
books ever intend to lay down a
particular line of action for every
country and every situation.

Sir, I have just been sent a note—
I do not know the facts of the case
and I do not want to refer to
it—which states that the U. N. P.
attempted to have a person declared
a lunatic wrongfully.

o, ¢, LD .
(2. Cog. oyi. spwet ser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
The U. N. P. ?

o DO 9LHVEAD
(Qserrer sibefl @ewreu ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

According to this note, the U. N. P.
tried to have one Miss Maduwanwela
declared a lunatic in order to get her
wealth for Lady Molamure.

&, @b, LwdiA® O,

(A®. Cg i gueizer)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

He is a lunatic if he believes that.

ad, OOF QHDERD
(Ozerreu &ipafl & Uil Geor )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I do not know the facts.

e&. @8, SR Do,

(8@ Cog. i gueger)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

So, do not read notes sent to you.
You are taking part in an important
Debate, not behaving like a lunatic.
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o DOE 9HrIIAD
(Qasorrer &ibefl @ereui ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I do not know why the hon. First
Member for Colombo South is so
upset about this unless there is some
truth in the allegation.

e&. . LA V.

(8. Ceg. . spweui sar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

What is the allegation ?

oS DOE @@émIIAD
(Qaerreu &ibafl @ e sar)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

~ The allegation is that there was
interference in the course of justice.

o0&, @8, SwRBRD .

(ﬁﬁ@ Ceg. . guaur e )

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Are you making the allegation ?

ad DO 9HIILD
(Qaarres sibefl @ewralr sear)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

No, I am not making the allega-
tion.

8. @8, LwulAm .
(8@ Co- i guarzar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Then, shut up.

ad 2808 9D
(Qserres &ibofl @ ewrau ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I am not going to shut up for you.

o&. ad. Ladium .
(B Cog- i sguei par)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Not for me; but if you are not
making the allegation you shut up.

BewlBm B5I5) VeIVC®

2388

96 Hwd®

aé 28C @RI

(CserTey &FLbar] & Gor )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

I can continue as long as I want,
and the only person who can ask me
to shut up is the person occupying
the Chair, not you.

e
—Ged®

I do not want to refer to further
matters ; I can if I wish to, but I do
not want to. We know the past of
the U. N. P. We know their present
plight. They were unable to develop
the country from 1947 to 1956. They
failed miserably and the masses
rejected them. They tried their best
to prevent the getting together of
the progressive forces on every
occasion since 1956 ; they tried
particularly in 1960 ; they tried again
before the formation of the Coalition

Government. Now they are isolated
from the masses. That isolation is
complete.

Now they have thought of another
alternative : they are trying to divide
the parties in the Coalition, trying
to drive a wedge into the Coalition
Government by setting up the
S. L. F. P. against the L. S. S. P., and
the L. S. S. P. against the S. L. F. P.
They are bankrupt of any other
methods, any other weapons, and that
is the only one they can think of,
they could use. But I do not think
that apart from the capitalists and
their supporters, who are always with
them and will continue to support
them, anybody else will support
them.

They always talk of their large
voting strength. Naturally there are
the estate owners; there are the
factory owners; there is Ruskin
Fernando of Velona fame and various
people like him who compel people
to vote for them—people who have
no alternative but to support them
for fear of dismissal. So on paper
they have a fair voting strength, but
that does not reflect the will of the
people of this country. I can give
you a classic example. In 1952 the
U. N. P. was returned with a very
large majority. After the formation
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of the Government we held a meeting
at the Galle Face Green. Huge
crowds turned up—a mammoth
crowd. It was presided over by the
late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike.
In the 1952 elections it appeared to
be a landslide for the U. N. P.
Immediately after the elections,
within a week of the formation of
the Government, we had a huge
meeting on Galle Face Green. Could
any party that had really been
rejected by the people have had such
a massive meeting ? I would say
that that was a clear indication that
‘other methods had prevailed.

o @Y Béowy
(Qeserrey gyms s sear e reui)
(An hon. Member)

Hora vote.

o DO 9wDEAD

(Qzorres &ibofl @Hewraurger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Of course, their election was not a
popular election. They cannot laugh
when you say hora vote. That
showed one thing only—that the
popular will was not with them.
They did not get their majority on a
really popular vote. That is all I
have to say against the United
National Party.

In conclusion I would say that we
are confident that with the forma-
tion of the Coalition Government,
the forward march of the toiling
people of this country towards a
socialist society will have momen-
tum, direction, and fulfilment.

&. oo, 2.28

88 VB .

(8. Guiell eflarin&ran)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)
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I will now turn to English. I
should like to congratulate the Hon.
Minister of Finance on the marathon
speech that he delivered in
introducing the Budget—a speech
that runs into some 76 pages
of closely printed matter. For
sheer erudition and marshalling
of facts, for the patient and
laborious survey of the vast field
of the economic situation of the
country, it could hardly be surpassed
by any other living economist in
Ceylon today. Though some of us on
this side of the House may not agree
with him on everything he has said,
I do not think there is any one who
would grudge him the tribute that
he richly deserves. To what extent
the Hon. Minister is going to succeed
in implementing the various measures
and policies he has propounded, I do

not know. But I do know that he has
succeeded in bringing out to the open

pavement all the hoarded textiles,
foodstuffs and other consumer
articles. I do not think it was the
Budget speech and the proposals
contained therein that did the trick.
The process had started even long
before that. When the Coalition
Government was formed and it was
known that the eminent doctor had
been given the portfolio of Finance,
the process started. That shows the
holy horror and awe in which anti-
social elements among businessmen
held the Hon. Minister of Finance. I
hope he will not disillusion them.

This is one way in which people
reacted to the Budget proposals.
There are others who think that this
is only a temporary scare and that
the traders know best how to deal
with the Finance Minister. There are
some others who take the view that
this is more a vote-catching device
and a political stunt than a genuine
attempt to pull the country out of
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the economic rut into which it has
fallen. These are some of the normal
reactions to an annual Budget Speech.
But what I am most concerned about,
what the Party to which I have the
honour to belong is concerned
about, is to find the answers to the
questions, “To what extent will these
Budget proposals relieve the burdens
of the ten million people who elected
us and sent us here as their represen-
tatives in this august Assembly to
govern and look after their affairs” ?
“ How far will this scheme fulfil the
hopes and aspirations of the ten
million people as a whole, not merely
the insignificant minority of urban
workers ” ? “What attention is pro-
posed to be paid to the Tamil-speak-
ing section of the country ”? We of
the Federal Party, though we are
very much interested in the affairs of
the country as a whole, are
naturally here as watch dogs of the

particular interests of the Tamil-
speaking people. I am afraid the
answers to these questions cannot

enthuse us. The Budget is' what it
should not be. It is an instrument
intended to further the cause of
parties and politics rather than to
take the country on the road to
planned development, economic pro-
gress, peace and prosperity and all
that goes to make a welfare state.
It perpetuates class warfare, pitching
one class against another. Apart
from pampering and molly-coddling
the vociferous trade union represent-
atives and urban working classes by
a few gimmicks like the increase of
wages of the lowest paid category of
Government servants, a five-day
week for Government servants,

income tax relief, and so on, the
Budget does not touch the fringe of
the problems of the vast majority of
the population of this country, the
problems of the high cost of living
and unemployment under the
weight of which the wvast majority
of the population is being ground.
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I certainly do not grudge these
benefits to the working class. On the
contrary, I welcome them. But then
they cannot constitute more than a
million at the most. But what about
the balance nine million and more ?
What are the plans that the
Government have to alleviate the
sufferings and hardship of these nine
million odd people? The Budget
does not enlighten us except for a
few pious hopes and guesses.

Various speakers before me have
spoken on the Government’s failure
to plan for a solution of the prob-
lems of unemployment and the
spiralling cost of living and I do not
wish to dwell on them except to
state that according to the Govern-
ment’s own figures the back-log of
unemployment in 1964 is 469,000. Of
these I do not know how many are
the educated unemployed. But I am
certain that there cannot be a single
Sinhala graduate among them.

Every Sinhala youth who graduates
from the University or otherwise is
straightway absorbed into the Public
Service or the teaching profession.
But, alas, there are about 150 to 200
graduates in the Tamil areas who are
rusting in their homes for want of
employment. When they ask for
appointments as teachers they are
told by the Government, “Go to
Ghana.” I challenge the Govern-
ment to tell that to the Sinhala
educated youth.

A number of schools in the Tamil-
speaking areas are crying for
graduate teachers in order to give
the children a better education. And
here are about 200 graduates eager
and anxious to take up the work,
but the Government says that there
are no funds. In the same breath
the Government plans to recruit

1964 geaddmy 14
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2,000 Sinhala teachers to be sent to
the Tamil areas. Actually, there
must be a limit to hypocrisy.

There are a million Tamil workers
on the plantations who are the back-
bone of the country’s economy.
What does the Coalition Government
of which the L. S. S. P. is a partner
propose to do to solve the problems
of those workers? The L. S. S. P.
in opposition have been good enough
to participate in the formulation and
presentation of the 21 demands and
to buttress these demands with their
strengthened position. But when it
comes to a question of formulating
policies from the Treasury Benches,
the L. S. S. P. has no qualms about
sacrificing these people on the
altar of expediency. They just do
not count.

I take this opportunity to mention
to my friends, the leaders of the great
trade unions of these Tamil workers,
the D. W. C. and the C. W. C,, that
the stage has been set in the Budget
proposals which will eventually re-
sult in the wholesale ejectment of
the Tamil workers from the planta-
tion areas, for that will be one of the
sure results of the proposed tax on
tea estates and of the control of
managing or agency houses. I do
hope that the leaders of the D. W. C.
and the C. W. C. who have been used
to hanging on to the coat-tails of the
L.S.S.P. will not be taken unawares.

The Department of National
Planning recently issued a brochure
entitled, “The Development Pro-
gramme, 1964-65.” The contents of
this book show that it has to be treat-
ed either ac an introduction or as a
supplement to the Budget Speech of
the Minister of Finance, perhaps as
an introduction since it was released
earlier than the Budget speech. 1
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1
wish to invite the attention of the
honourable House to a certain pas-
sage in the book at page 22. While
dealing with the question of the

population and employment, the
author, namely the Government,
says :

“But the high fertility and low

mortality which characterize the popula-
tion growth in Ceylon has resulted in an
age-structure in which there is a large
proportion of children who are depen-
dants and consequently a small proportion
of adults who are earners. Nearly 42
per cent of the population is below 14
years of age. A heavy youth dependancy
means—— "’

This is most important :

“that a substantial portion of the national
Income goes to maintain young persons

with no immediate benefit to the
community. *
I repeat, “with no immediate

benefit to the community.” T held
my breath when I first read this pas-
sage. I am not an economist and
I do not know, and I do not care to
know, the mathematics of abstract
economic propositions. But I do know
that hon. Members will not subscribe
to this astounding proposition that
expenditure of our income to main-
tain our children is of no immediate
benefit to the community. In any
other country the children and youth
are considered to be the greatest and
priceless national wealth, but our
bookworm author-economist, who-
ever he may be, who may probably
be consuming a large slice of our
natinnal income, tells us that invest-
ment on our children is only of re-
mote benefit. Perhaps the sadistic
attitude of the Government explains
the chaotic conditions prevailing in
the field of education. Having com-
pulsorily nationalized the schools,
you are today ruining the children’s
education by econorrizing and being

Bewddm 9535 BedDEco
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stingy. It is certainly because of
the rupees and cents involved and
not on any educational ground that
you have adopted the system of
admitting a child to school only when
the child has completed six years of
age, thereafter taking this child from
class to class, without any regard or
proper appraisal of the progress
made in studies, allowing the
child to sit for the school leaving
examination twice and then pushing
it out into the world. So, you have
marvellously fulfilled your obliga-
tions. What type of people our future
citizens are going to be with this type
of education, I really do not know.
I presume that the Government’s
White Paper on education will come
up shortly for discussion in this
House and I shall then deal with this
subject more fully.

Certainly credit must go to the
Hon, Minister of Finance for having
removed the anomaly in regard to
teachers’ pensions, but there is
a greater anomaly in regard to
their salaries which is yet being per-
petuated. I regret that the Hon,
Minister has not yet thought it fit to
remove this anomaly. The Wilmot
Perera Commission in their report
pinpointed and drew attention to the
inequality that exists between the

salaries of the Sinhala-trained
teachers and the English-trained
teachers. They felt that there was

not the slightest justification for the
perpetuation of this inequality.

The Commission recommended that
the Government should take imme-
diate steps to standardize the level
and content of the professional
qualifications so that the quality of
the teachers would be the same irres-
pective of the medium through which
theourqualifications were obtained.
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The Commission recommended fur-
ther that in the meanwhile the two
categories of teachers should be
placed on the same salary scale.
But what the Government did was
rather curious. They ignored the
payment of the salary part of the
recommendation and adopted the

standardization.

MmEDeEwy, Dowddn wensS
(@@S?&mﬂaér 9 _g,ya?@mra:suni)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Sitting is
suspended till 4.30 p.M.

4880 %0 gPmCD MImEn? ¢ KOD®
cés, @ w. 430 O Dewldn WHIHED
my e 8 & sHduws domed wmudw @
snsy mnDD LI O® CE

OIS DO Q.

(8. pargern)

(Mr. Navaratnam)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was on the
question of teachers’ salaries just
before the interval. I was dealing
with the report of the Wilmot Perera

Commission. I said that what
the Government did was rather
curious. The Government ignored

the salaries part of the recommenda-
tion and adopted the recommenda-
tion regarding the standardizing of
teachers’ qualifications with the
result that today all teachers go
through the same two year course,
follow the identical syllabus in one
of the three languages—Sinhala,
Tamil or English—and answer the
identical examination papers in one
of the three languages. But, still the
Swabasha trained teacher continues
to start with Rs. 88 per mensem,
whereas his English counterpart
starts with Rs. 155 per mensem. This
is an injustice, Sir, that the Hon.
Minister of Finance must strain
every nerve to remove. When efforts
are being made to standardize the

1964 geadeny 11
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teaching imparted in the _rural
schools where the vast majority of
Swabasha teachers are employed
today, and the distinction between
the English and Swabasha schools is
being sought to be eliminated, it 1s
incongruous that the old anomaly
should continue. It is also difficult
to expect the teachers to put in hard
work or give of their best.

Admittedly, this country is going
through a difficult period both poli-
tically and economically. It is not
enough merely to be conscious of
that. Ever since the S.L.F.P. took
over there has been no peace in this
country. With the Sinhala-Tamil
problem remaining a running sore
there can be no peace. During the
lifetime of this Parliament alone
more than two years have been spent
under Emergency laws. Even now
the country is haunted by the spectre
of political instability, totalitarianism
and dictatorship. Let me say in all
sincerity, and with the best interest
at heart of the country as a whole
that unless and until you solve the
Tamil-Sinhala problem, unless and
until you get the willing co-operation
of the Tamil-speaking people, who
constitute a third of this country,
both in terms of population and the
territory they occupy, you will not
be able to take one step forward on
the road to development and pro-
gress. I would like to take the
example of a bullock cart. Both the
bulls must be in line and pull the
cart in unison. If one is crippled and
deliberately made to lag behind the
cart cannot progress. The crippled
animal would be a drag on the other.

I think it is agreed on all sides that
the paramount need of the country
today is to industrialize as far as we
could, but the trouble is that we are
not agreed as to the best way in
which that can be achieved.

The fight between socialism and
capitalism has become a fashion in
many of the underdeveloped
countries and the resultant tussle for
power holds up development and in-
dustrialization. The Budget Speech of
the Hon. Minister of Finance and the
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Debate thereon have clearly brought
that out. The interests of the country
demand that we eschew both ex-
tremes and strike a balance—the
middle path as you call it.

The middle path of the S.L.F.P,
has not succeeded not because of any
intrinsic defect in the middle path
but because of the -chauvinistic
Sinhala-imperialist outlook of the
Government.

The S.L.F.P. Government sat on
everything ; it monopolized every-
thing—industries, land, capital—all
the resources that can and should be
tapped for better production and
more production.

With the new orientation that has
now been given to the Government,
I would appeal to the Hon. Minister
of Land, Irrigation and Power and to
the Hon. Minister of Rural and
Industrial Development to look upon

the Tamil-speaking areas of the
north and east as an equally
Important part of our common

motherland and to see that equal
opportunities are given to the Tamil-
speaking people, particularly their
youth, to work, develop and exploit
the resources of those areas.

The people are there, anxious to
work and to contribute their share to
the general weal ; the resources are
there to be exploited. What is
wanted are opportunities and Gov-
ernment encouragement. Given the
encouragement and the opportuni-
ties, I make bold to say that the
Tamil-speaking people alone will see
to it that Ceylon becomes self-suffi-
cient at least in the matter of the
staple food of the country within a
very short period of time.

But, unfortunately, the curse of dis-
crimination stands in the way—dis-
crimination in giving land, discrimi-
nation in granting licences for new
industries, discrimination in employ-
ment. If you genuinely feel that
Ceylon as a whole should make pro-
gress, for heaven’s sake, giveraipythis

Bewldm @535 @edDE®
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outlook once and for all. This attitude
may get you votes but it will not help
you to develop the country.

We know of cases where Tami] citi-
zens who applied for licences for the
import of machinery or to start new
industries were told, not in writing
but verbally, “If you site the factory
in south Ceylon we will grant you the
necessary licences.” When the appli-
cants expressed their difficulties, the
officials shrugged their shoulders and
said, “ Then there is nothing we can
do about it.” Such statements were
made verbally, not in writing.,

That sort of outlook, that sort of
officialdom, must disappear if the
Tamil speaking people also are to
contribute their mite for the com-
mon development of this country,
Whatever the language they speak,
they must be treated as equals ;
they must be treated as citizens
of this country ; they must be
encouraged to put in capital, to
put in hard work and develop the
country, as fast as possible. If you are
going to look into the race, the com-
munity or the language of the people
who want to set up industries, it
would be a sad day for Ceylon. That
is why I say this discrimination must

go.

The Hon. Minister of Finance in his
Budget proposals suggested that by
levying the house property tax, he
proposes to divert the capital that is
blocked in houses into national indus-
tries and ventures. I hope he will suc-
ceed in that measure of his. I am a bit
sceptical that the people who will be
selling their houses would divert the
monies collected therefrom into
national industries, but I do wish the
Hon. Minister would succeed in that
measure of his because it is unpro-
ductive capital that is blocked.

I would suggest to the Government
that one way of attracting this private
capital would be by offering shares in
the present State-owned industrial
ventures so that private capital also
might participate in their manage-
ment and control. Certainly the Gov-
ernment' must preserve to itself the
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control by retaining, say, 51 per cent
of the shares. If shares are offered to
private capital, I am sure a large
number of people would like to come
into these industrial ventures, because
of the sense of security born of the
Government being the major share-
holder, and for various other reasons.
- Perhaps the Government may even
be able to recover a portion of the
capital that it has invested in these
industrial ventures and divert it to
new industries. I would earnestly
suggest this proposition for serious
consideration by the Government.

I have analyzed the Budget propo-
sals and the national development
programme. but I am sadly disappoin-
ted that the Tamil-speaking greas
have not been given due weight in the
programmes that have been pro-
pounded. We do not see any new ven-
tures proposed to be started in those
areas.

Take, for instance, the fishing in-
dustry. The Tamil-speaking areas
produce more than 60 per cent of the
total amount of fish caught in Ceylon.
Still, very, very step-motherly atten-
tion is paid to the fishing industry in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces.
The other day, at the Jaffna District
Coordinating Committee meeting, we
deplored the fact that in spite of the
Department having informed the
northern office of the Fisheries
Department and the Government
Agent that Russian experts were
visiting Ceylon and that they would
probably be visiting Jaffna, these
experts had already visited the
Island and left without an opportu-
nity of visiting the north. No
attempts had been made to take
these experts to the northern and eas-
tern areas and show them the fishing
industry there. Such discriminatory
attitudes must be given up.

. There is the Paranthan Chemical
- Works at Paranthan. Ever since it was
established it has been running at a
loss for the simple reason that it is
not in full production, and it can
never be in full production so long as
the present set-up continues.
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The Government has made no
efforts to find markets for certain pro-
ducts of the factory. The only product
that is marketed is caustic soda, which
is supplied to Lever Bros. in Colombo,
the one and only customer who pur-
chases the entire output. Hundreds of
tons of chlorine on the other hand are
just let out into the air because there
is no market. The Government is not
exploring the possibilities of finding
markets. I think some people had even
suggested that the Government should
endeavour to negotiate with some of
the countries which supply us with
various goods, for example Burma,
for a barter agreement. Burma could
give us rice and we could give them
chlorine or some other product of the
Paranthan Chemical Works. There is
a precedent in the pact with China,
the rice-rubber deal. Why not emu-
late that example and explore the
possibility of marketing chlorine as
well. There are wvarious other pro-
ducts we just let into the drain. The
factory is not being made use of to
the fullest extent that would benefit
the national economy. All these
things, I suggest, would disappear pro-
bably if private capital is also invited
so that the management too may be
handed over to private investors while
the Government owns a controlling
share. They may work the factories
and industries on a commercial basis.

These are matters which I com-
mend to the Government for serious
consideration.
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(8. A. @Caery.er QuireenCLr—pi
QarapioLy)

(Mr. T. Quentin Fernando—Negombo)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, at the very
commencement I would like to make
a few observations on the onslaught
made on the judiciary by the Hon.
Minister of Public Works. He was
of the view that there was partiality
shown in the decisions arrived at by
judges of our courts. He seems to
have thought that the U. N. P. at that
time had great influence over the
judges and that the judges would
favour the U. N. P. even as judges.
I do not think that any sensible
Member of this Parliament would go
to the length of making such an
onslaught on the judiciary.

The judiciary in this Island is very
well known for its dignity, impartia-
lity, honesty and integrity. It is a
well known fact too that the people
of this country have regarded the
judiciary as an honest entity. The
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reputation has grown, so much so
that the people of this Island have
great respect for the judiciary in

this Island.

I am glad that the Hon. Minister of
Public Works made a reference to me
individually that I as a Magistrate
acquitted the Hon. Minister on a
charge made against him. As a
matter of fact, if you depend or rely
on the reasons given by him with re-
gard to the judiciary, anyone would
have expected me to have convicted
the Hon. Minister. No, Sir, we as
judges, when we take a seat on the
bench, are in a different atmosphere
altogether. We show no favour to
anybody. No one who appears before
the courts is treated as a favourite of
the bench. We administer justice
fairly and squarely, honestly, and at
the same time maintaining the dig-
nity of the post which we hold. 1
know that there are a number of law-
yers in this House and I have not the
slightest doubt that none of them will
suspect the judiciary of this Island.
Maybe the Hon. Minister of Public
Works has failed in a few cases
where he appeared, but that cannot
be helped. As I said before, the Law
is no respecter of persons. Whoever
comes before the courts will have his
case decided in the right way. So
if my Hon. Friend—for whom I have
a great regard—had fallen into traps
and had been convicted I would like
to remind him that the conviction was
based on the facts available to the
judge and on the law.

Now I will come to the budgetary
proposals. When the last Budget was
introduced it was called a “ sunshine
Budget ”. Then it turned out to be all
moonshine. On the face of it the pre-
sent Budget is very glamorous and
spicy. The Hon. Minister of Finance
has announced a Budget whicledooks

1964 geededzp 11
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very interesting and he thinks it
would be applauded by everyone In
this country. Let us examine this
glamorous and spicy Budget.

It speaks of the liquidation of capi-
talists and capital interests. I suppose
that there is nothing wrong in this
because it is the policy of leftists to
liquidate gradually, and here a start
is being made in the liquidation of

capitalists and capital interests.

The Hon. Minister does not say
enough about the consequences of this
liquidation. However, the Govern-
ment has now realized the conse-
quences. The price of tea is coming
down gradually, so much so that the
imposition of a tax on tea estates
beyond the first one hundred acres—
Rs. 300 per acre on up-country
estates, Rs. 60 per acre on mid and
low-country estates—in spite of the
fact that the ad valorem duty is to be
stopped, is not welcomed. It may be
that ere long you will find that some
company estate owners are quitting.
They do not seem to be interested in
the tea estates at all. It may come to
that—I do not know. It is only a
surmise of mine ; nobody has told me
that.

Besides that, the suspension of
furlough leave and the declaration of
a moratorium on remittances of pro-
fits and dividends for one year, will
be further reasons why they should
dislike living in this Island. Why
should these people, who have made
Ceylon their home, undergo these
hardships ? If the imposition of
these hardships could have been
avoided, they would certainly have
made up their minds to make this
their home. There is, however, no
inducement to make them stay and
their last resort will be to leave this
Island, leaving the tea estates to be
managed, perhaps, by the Leftist

{rovertament.
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(Qzorres sorpf erar. erib. QUCTTT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Very good !

HNeeuIond Yuhmy g .
(B @0Ceuairy.er Quii @enGrr)
(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

They may hand over their estates
to the Leftist Government and say,
“Carry on, dear friends, and get
whatever income you can”. That
will be the result of all these
taxation proposals and the difficul-
ties that have been imposed on
them.

In any country, taxation should be
fair, reasonable and equitable, not
iniquitous. That is the principle
that should guide any Government
in power. If you burden us, the
people of this Island, with iniquitous
taxation, how do you expect us to
carry on? There must be a limit.
If the Government’s coffers are
empty, the only remedy that you can
think of is taxation. You are not
concerned whether that taxation
will be detrimental to the interests
of the people or not. That is the
policy of the Coalition Government,
which is much worse than the policy
of the S. L. F. P. Government that
existed before.

The Coalition Government agreed
on 14 conditions to follow the

middle-path policies of the Ilate
Mr. Bandaranaike. I ask the
Government whether they are
following the middle path or
gradually turning left. Is the

Government stealthily and gradually
turning left without the knowledge
of the back-benchers and even some
of those on the Front Bench? I
know that some will welcome that,
but there are others—-=-

Bewl B I8 eBVCw
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(Q@orray &.19. Feveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
The U. N. P. manifesto has turned
Left.

NeDsIons SNy g .
(B @@ e G 19 GO Quii@yenGrm)
(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

Leave the U. N. P. alone. We
have been a democratic party
always. You cannot convert us and

make us turn left, nor can we con-
vert the leftist parties and make

them democratic. That is impos-
sible. We follow altogether differ-
ent policies. I am, however,

surprised that the S. L. F. B
Government has taken in the leftists
who follow a different policy and
who have no love for democracy.

g. ow, 6.11

Bewd s DBNGDDS

(QrS& FuTpTLST)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Db end DAaRe DY ®. ¢ o
DN 6 @BY 5D GLi.

gD Dewids BSHNEDD Qe mensy
9w oww DAHMEDND GEEMGS e,

DY OB YNy g e

(B @iy .ar Quii e GL)

(Mr. Quentin Fernando)
The Prime Minister realized recently
that the Government Members were
not with her.

as 8. 8 & B
{G}SG?T_&‘@J Q LCJ'D L?_ @éﬂaﬂr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Question !

NedsIosy Yy g .

(Bm. @0Ceuewrigar Quii @yenGLr)

(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

She was afraid that she might lose
power. She therefore invited the
Li.n8i08. P. to join hands with her
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to maintain her power and carry on
her Government for one more year.
It was a very good idea, a splendid
idea indeed! She had no other
alternative but to do that. She has
chosen a party which she thinks
would help her to follow the
middle path, but I doubt very much
whether that middle path would be
followed ; on the other hand, a
section of the S. L. F. P. might turn
left.

~ Since the Coalition Government

began we find that trouble is brewing
now among the Cabinet Members
themselves. Proposals made by the
Finance Minister surely must be
followed by the Cabinet. If the
Finance Minister says, “ This is
black ” no Cabinet Minister can say,
“This is white ”. But it is happen-
ing now.

The Finance Minister says, “ We
cannot give aid to all industries, we
must have a check. We must pro-
hibit some of the industrial pursuits
from importing machinery and raw
material.” I would go to the length
of saying that the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment must take the blame for this
state of affairs in regard to indus-
tries. Industrialists were coaxed
into starting industries on the pro-
mise of tax concessions for a period
of five years. Having got them to
start these industries you have now
broken your promise to them, for
you say now that they must pay tax.
Now, is that the way in which any
Government should carry on its in-
dustrial policy ? I say that indus-
trialization is very necessary for the
development of the country. You
need not depend on foreign countries
for industrial goods. We welcome
industrialization but then why
should you give false promises to
industrialists and make them start
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industries with their own finances ?
You promise not to tax their indus-
tries for five years, but soon after
you withdraw that concession and
ask them to pay tax. Now on top
of that, after they have started those
industries, you say to them, “No,
you cannot carry on any more! You
have to stop work. We have to cur-
tail your enterprise. There will be
no machinery and no raw materials
for some of your industries.” What
is this ? You make the people invest
all the moneys that they have earned
from these industries with the idea
of making more money, and suddenly
you ask them to stop and not go any
further. But the Hon. Minister -of
Rural and Industrial Development
comes in and says, “No, I will not
agree with that view of the Hon.
Minister of Finance. I want to pur-
sue my projects. I will not allow
you to do this.”

The Hon. Minister of Finance and
the Hon. Minister of Rural and
Industrial Development have come

to grips. There seems to be a real
tug-of-war between the two of
them——

a& @rla 953, 8. cseld
(Qzorras sorflG erer. erib. QuGrmr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

In your imagination.

We2sICsY Bunsy¥e D,

((@@‘ @ Glau et g et Gl @yessr G )

(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

Either the one or the other must
give in. There is no question of any
compromise. One has to give in.

a& ¢ et 83D8Rm
(Qzorrar . Qerier & e ser)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

They will settle that

dispute
between themselves. .
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WeoaISsy &Ny ¢ D,

(Bm. @Qeuaimyar QuienenGLrr)

(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

I do not know who will win. It
is yet to be seen who will be victo-
rious. Whatever it be, in the end I
think you will unite and support the
Budget. That 1is the difference.
You fight vehemently in this House
but in the end you give in and
support the budgetary proposals
although you personally and indivi-
dually are against them.

Take the case of the Hon.
Ilangaratne. He said, “In spite of
the fact that you want to form a
State corporation and give the
C. W. E. the right to import all
goods, I want the private sector also
to import goods from foreign coun-
tries.” There seems to be a
dialogue. Two Ministers in the
same Government are having differ-
ent views. This has never been
heard of before, except on one
occasion. I will remind you of that
occasion.

When the Hon. Felix R. Dias
Bandaranaike was Minister of
Finance he suggested the removal of
the rice subsidy. It was with the
approval of the Cabinet that he made
the announcement in this House.
What happened then? It was
turned down. I congratulated
Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike myself
and I was justified in doing so. All
you Front-Benchers, Ministers of the
Cabinet, gave him that approval and
made him say that in the House, but
when you came here you withdrew
that suggestion and said, “No, the
subsidy must remain. ”

1964-65
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That was the only occasion during
the period of four years when I saw
some dissension between a Member
of the Cabinet and the rest of the
Cabinet Members. But now I
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suppose there are other hon. Mem-
bers who may not agree with the
views of the Hon. Minister of
Finance on the Budget proposals. I
do not know. We have three more
days of Debate. Something may
happen. Something more interest-
ing might happen. I must say one
thing. At the end you will all join
hands and support the Budget in its
entirety.

There is already trouble between
Hon. Ministers and their depart-
ments. The Hon. Minister of
Communications has already made
an announcement in the papers—I
do not know whether it is true or
not, because we do not get reports
from inside the Cabinet—that he
wants the whole set of directors of
the C. T. B. to be dismissed. I do
not know whether it is true ; that is
a newspaper report. Some say it is
only the General Manager. What-
ever it be, it does not look like plain
sailing between a Minister and his
department. No. I do not know
what the reason is, but they cannot
pull on together. After this Coali-
tion Government was formed there
is trouble everywhere. How you
can cure it we have yet to see. If
it is cured, so much the better. We
want you to carry on, because your
party and we formed the same
government, although we are in
different parties now. We are with
you to support you in measures
which are for the development of
the country. We are not against
such measures; we are with you.
We are not a party that would like
to wrest your government by force.
By democratic means—certainly,
yes. When the time comes for a
general election then we will fight
for our rights as a democratic party.
You fight for your rights as the
S.L F.P.or L. S. S. P. or whatever
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it be. That does not matter. But
we are not going to get it by force.
As long as we are in the Opposition
we shall support your government in
whatever measures that are taken
for the benefit of the country.

As things are, I do not think that
the Coalition Government is follow-
ing the S. L. F. P. policy. No.

ad ¢ owmB BSDEAD

(Querras g GQerisr &peuigar)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
On the 14 points.

HFeDHICsY YmnsY¢ e,

(5. @Quemyer GQuii@earGLir)

(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

Whatever you say, whatever your
policy is, that policy must change
its course when the L. S. S. P. has
joined you. The two policies can-
not go together; they differ. Why?
We all know what we read in the
papers the other day. What did the
L. S. S. P. Parliamentary Secretary,
the fair lady, say? She said: “In
the near future we could see Ceylon
red.” Have they already an-
nounced their intention? They have
shown the country what they are
leading to, and what you are all
leading to. Your party is a demo-
cratic party. Here isa L. S. S. P.
Parliamentary Secretary of the
Coalition Government saying that
in the near future Ceylon will be
red. What is the meaning of this?
Where is your middle path? Where
has your policy, democratic policy
gone, if a public announcement IS
made without any fear that the
country is going to be red in the
near future? Is that the policy that
you expected to

wé 8. 8. ¢ 8EH

(Qzorrey &. (3. 19 Sovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
May be a democratic red!

Ne2s¥Say smnm g .

(8m. @Caeryer Quiir@yenrGrrr)

(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

Is this the democratic line that
you are taking—this new kind of
democracy with a red colour in it?
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oé 8. 8 ¢ 8B
(Qaorrey &. 1F. 9. Poveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Is the British Labour Party red?

8 & 99, &S8c¥®m .
Be8d» ¥%Y'7E))

(B . . a&. QNCFar—oys@pia
@{tb‘@)!ﬂ_ﬁ ‘gfﬁbmﬂ;“ﬁwr})

(Mr. D. G. H. Sirisena—F'irst Akurana)

GhBY 5w YO 8GED
e ; CEHE DB,

(gmSam

WNesI3s wsnsY g .

(8. @Qaerger QuieearCL )

(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

My Lord! I do not know what
you are, and how you can under-
stand these different policies. Your
late Prime Minister, Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike, three years after he
formed the Government in 1956,
definitely said that the Leftists have
no place in this country. Is that
the policy you are following now?
You always say, “ We are following
the footsteps of our late revered
leader.” He stated definitely that
the Leftists have no place in this
country. How can you, the suc-
cessors of Mr. Bandaranaike, the
late Prime DMinister, say you are
following in his footsteps ? You are
changing your colour. You are not
respecting the late Prime Minister’s
wishes.—[Interruption.] 1 do not
want to listen to any of these inter-
ruptions. I will carry on. You are
not following in his footsteps. How
can the other members do it? You
always shout and shout saying,
“ We want to follow in the footsteps
of our revered leader.” Here you
are, you are not doing it. We are
pointing it out to you that you are
not doing it. How can you justifiably
say you are following his policies ?

Then the Budget proposals do not
refer to the unemployment problem.
The Budget says that it proposes to
employ 63,000 people or 73,000
people. How and when, God alone
knows. We do not know.
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ad es3RHDlewy
(Qaorrar 9msssal aIHaT)

(An hon. Member)
In the course of this year.

Ne2sISsT ymnsYg .
(Bm. @Raanyear QuiearGLr)
(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

The registered number of un-
employed in Ceylon is 157,000. But
are you aware of the fact that ac-
cording to the U. N. O. Report it is
not 157,000 but 700,000 to 800,000? If
you did not know it earlier, know it
now.

Bewldr 9535 VeHDCK
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not say it again. I am telling you, do
not indulge in this tomfoolery. You
cannot fool the masses all the time
by making an announcement like this,
Surely, do you think that the masses
want to swallow your pill ? No; it.
cannot be. You are very foolish in
making such statements. It is just like
that fair lady who is so foolish as to
say that in the near future Ceylon
will be red. It is not left to her to
make Ceylon red. It is left to the
masses.

aé 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qzerras &. 1F. 19. Povaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

~_ My inside is red.

ad ¢ cmBm KSDEQH
(Qaerray 19 Qerdigr & peisar)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Not unemployed, under-employed.

NeDsICsy yunsyg .
(5. @ Qv 6 19651 Quir@erGrLr)
(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

If you give employment only to
40,000 people it will take 20 years to
absorb the 800,000 people. I hope you
are going to carry on for 20 years
finding employment for all the 800,000
people. Those are your good inten-
tions. Whether they will materia-
lize or not is yet to be seen. It is
left to the masses of this country.

You say again that the Coalition
Government is welcomed by the
masses. I have seen some of your
members making pronouncements
like this publicly. I challenge you
to prove that the masses have agreed
to this coalition. I challenge any-
body, within or outside this House,
to prove it. My dear friends, do not
try to fool the masses of this coun-
try. If you say that the masses
have welcomed the coalition, the
only way to prove it is by going to
the country and getting a mandate
from the masses. If you succeed in
the elections that is the only proof
that the masses have welcomed you.
Nothing short of that will do.
Let there be no vain glory that the
masses have welcomed the Coalition
Government. It is utter nonsense. Do

oISy Ny e Ow.

(8. @Clasnry. er Quii@arGrm)

(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

You can reply when your time
comes. I did not know that you were
also a follower of the Leftists. You
can tell the Government also when
you come next time.

With regard to taxation, a man
might have a house for his residence
and houses to the value of Rs. 1 lakh
free of tax. But beyond that he must
pay a tax of 10 per cent. If he does
not pay the 10 per cent tax the
Government will buy the house or
allow the tenant to buy the house on
a rent purchase scheme.

The last speaker said that some
capitalists have got large mansions
and flats, Suppose a person has got
two sets of flats apart from his resi-
dential house and other houses worth
Rs. 1 lakh. Do you expect the tenants
to buy those flats on a hire purchase
system ? Do you expect the Govern-
ment to buy those sets of flats and sell
them ? Who is going to buy them ?
Those problems do not seem to worry
you at all. On paper it looks very
nice. On paper it looks as if you are
going to get a very high income by
these proposals. Who is going to buy
those flats ?

Take the case of tenements. Apart
from a residential house and houses
worth Rs. 1 lakh which are tax free,
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a man owns Rs. 2 lakhs worth of
tenements. If he does not pay the tax
of 10 per cent, you sell those tene-
ments or allow the tenants to buy
them. What is the value of those
tenements going to be? Can you
expect a poor tenant who cannot pay
Rs. 10 or Rs. 5 as rent to make a
monthly payment on the value of
those tenements ? These are ridicu-
lous suggestions. You are trying to
dupe the masses by making the pro-
posals look very sound and nice.
These are not practicable suggestions.
They are not at all practicable. On
paper they look very nice. Yes, to
captivate the masses the Government
has done a mighty lot of things in the
Budget proposals. They are great men
undoubtedly. Dr. N. M. Perera is a
very able man. He has presented some
form of Budget and to show that
there is no deficiency at all he says
that if such a thing is done we will
do such a thing. But the point is, how
are you going to do such a thing ?

Now, suppose Rs. 2 lakh worth of
houses, beyond the Rs. 1 lakh worth
of houses and residential house
which are tax free, happen to belong
to some temple or church. Are you
going to levy that 10 per cent tax?
I do not know.

@ ¢ cBm KS8DIAM
(Qzorreay 19 Qeriisr §harser)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I should think so.

NeDsISsy yrnmyg Ow.
({-@@. @Qauamnrig.er Quii e Grir)
(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

I take it from the Minister that
they would levy a tax of 10 per
cent on all buildings belonging to
religious institutions, temples,
mosques or churches. Do you know
that the income derived from those
houses does not go to one individual?
Do you know that? If you do not
know I will tell you what it is. In-
comes from houses of temples or
churches do not go to any individual,

1964 geodedmy 11

2478

—eedn 86 Dwd®

That income is utilized for the
maintenance of the churches in the
mission or the temples in the area,
not one, but more than one. That
is the purpose for which that in-
come is taken and spent. They are
not individuals like you and me. If
you have two houses the income
goes to you. Income from temple or
church property does not go to any
particular individual. That income
is utilized for the maintenance of
the churches and the temples
within the area. If no exemption
from the payment of tax is going to
be granted on such houses, I say,
well, those churches and temples
will have to suffer. There will be
no maintenance work done and as a
result they will get dilapidated and
go to ruin.

Now, Sir, with regard to the
question of the cost of living, you
propose to fix the prices of various
commodities. @We have got the
weekly Gazette notification wherein
the prices of certain articles of food,
and so on, are fixed but who is the
man who can get them at the prices
fixed ? Answer that question. You
go to any shop or boutique and ask
for a particular variety of the food-
stuffs where the prices have been
fixed, do you think you will be able
to get it at the fixed price? Cer-
tainly not; that is your experience
and mine. You cannot get an
article at the fixed price. You may
fix the prices of all the commodities
available in this country but you
will never get them at the prices
fixed.

Then you are going tpo fix the
prices of different varieties of cloth.
Can you do it? You find thousands
of varieties of cloth and you just
cannot fix the prices. Take, for in-
stance, long cloth. You will find
that there are different qualities of
this cloth. You may fix the price of
long cloth but the man who goes to
buy it will be given the inferior
qua'ity at the price of the superior
quality. Do you think that all those
people who go to buy this particular
kind of cloth know how to distin-
guish the suverior quality from the
inferior quality ? To check these
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abuses, to detect instances of pro-
fiteering, you will have to employ
an army of Price Control Inspectors.
Do you think you will be able to do
it ? My dear friends, do not think
that you will be able to do so. I

know the position.

gy S¥she O (Befed)
(Bn. wrrenps 1&5@)LSs—LMWee D)

(Mr. Amarananda Ratnayake—Pas-
sara)

We will employ the masses.
will train them.

We

e OnY Ymnsy g .
(Dm. @Qaemger QuieyarCrrr)
(Mr. Quentin Fernando)

You will get the job done very
well, I know. You will not get ten
honest people. I wish you do it. I
ask, can you get people of honesty
and integrity as Price Control
Inspectors? They will be the first
to take bribes. Sir, I understand this
position more than anybody else. I
have had such cases brought before
me and more often than not I had to
punish the detectives themselves.
There are Price Control Inspectors
who have made money ; you cannot
detect them accepting bribes so
easily. They go to the big traders
and accept bribes and it is only the
poor man who is prosecuted. I
have had the experience of trying
these people ; I have punished such
people. They leave the big man
alone, and that is what is going to
happen. Appointing an army of
Price Control Inspectors today is an
impossible task.

No doubt, some relief has been
granted to the lower income group
in the Public Service by way of an
inecrease in their annual increments.
It is an increase from Rs. 12 to Rs. 30.
What is this benefit to some 90,000
public servants when you compare
the population of this Island? The
ordinary poor man is not a Govern-
ment servant and how is he going to
benefit by this? This is another pill
to be swallowed—increase of annual
increment from Rs. 12 to Rs. 30. The
increase is only Rs. 1.50 per month.

It is shown as a very grea[;cig%ilzleialgy but
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only a very small section of the
population will benefit by it. The
ordinary poor man from the rural
area is not going to benefit by this
increase ; certainly not.

In regard to the wealth tax, there
is one question I like to ask. The Hon,
Minister proposes to exempt temples
from the wealth tax. I like to ask
whether this proposal includes
churches and mosques also. If temples
are to be exempted from the wealth
tax, why not churches and mosques ?
Why this discrimination ? Surely,
churches and mosques fall into the
same category as temples. You must
be fair in the application of a tax.

I am a Catholic but I do not propose
to fizht for the Catholics alone. You
must exempt the institutions of all
religions from the wealth tax. I do not
know what the intention of the
framer of the Budget is when he
says that temples will be exempt from
wealth tax. That is a matter that
needs clarification.

Then, Sir, Government expects
foreign aid to the tune of Rs. 225
million for the financial year under
consideration. I have my grave doubts
whether you will get all that aid. I
know that in previous years foreign
aid has been received to the tune of
millions and millions of rupees, but
with all the obstacles that you have
placed in the way, do you seriously
think that foreign countries will be
so foolish as to give you such aid?
I ask you, will you do it ? You tax
these people and expect these people
to help you.

I now come to external assets.
According to the Budget speech the
external assets in October, 1963,
amounted to Rs. 463 million. By
January, 1964, it declined to Rs. 293

million. By the end of this year
it will be Rs. 50 million less, that
is, Rs. 243 million. My Lord!

what a fall! In 1956, when you took
over, it amounted to Rs. 1,1944
million. By the end of this year it
would have come down to Rs. 243
million. This is what the Government
has done during the last eight years.
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No wonder you cannot import any
articles from foreign countries. With-
out foreign assets you cannot order
anything from foreign countries
whether it be textiles, foods or any
other article. All the money you print
every year, your paper currency, can-
not be made use of to pay for your
imports from other countries, though
you may swim in millions. All that
currency will be of no value when
it comes to the question of your
having to pay for your imports.

Imports are being banned, perhaps
rightly, because you have no money
to buy them. How did this situation
come about ? That is what we want
to know. During these eight years,
how have you come to this situation ?
Is it due to the United National
Party ? That is the song of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party and of the
Coalition Government. It is the
United National Party that is to
blame ! We are not at the helm of the
Government. You are at the helm of
the Government, and yet you com-
plain that it is due to the United
National Party.

You cannot fool the masses again.
If you want to stop imports, the only
alternative is to intensify production
in this country. That is the only
solution. You are neglecting to do
that. Year after year we have
spoken of intensification of pro-
duction, and you have lent a deaf
ear. Without intensification of
production you have +to import
more and more from foreign
countries. There is no alternative.
Well, when are you going to do it?
Heaven only knows! You have got
one year more and you must make
the best of it. You boastfully say you
will carry on for another twenty-five
years. How can you carry on for
another twenty-five years when you
are struggling hard for your very
existence ? You are making every
attempt to make things better, but
they end in thorough failure. You
cannot tackle the situation. Any other
Government would have given up and
allowed another party to form a
Government but you think you can
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run the Government. You are a party
that is power hungry, nothing but
power hungry. If you cannot do a job
of work, give it up. Let anybody take
it up, let any party come into power.

At the next elections we will fight
for our democratic rights, and you
ficht for any rights, whether it be
democratic rights or Marxist rights.
Let us see who will be returned. You
have deviated from your democratic
rights by taking in other people
whose policies are not in agreement
with yours. Let us go to the polls and
see whether the masses will return
the democratic plus Marxist party or
the pure and simple democratic party.

I do not want to say anything
further, Sir. I wanted to say some-
thing about religion, but I do not
think it is a fit occasion for me to
refer to religion now. I will reserve
my remarks for another occasion, a
fitting occasion, where we shall see
definitely whether Ceylon is going to
be Marxist or otherwise, and if the
Marxists come into power, whether
religion is going to remain as a
religion to all parties concerned, the
religious denominations concerned,
or whether there is going to be a
wiping out of religion. I shall reserve
that for another occasion.
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(The Hon. Dr. N, M. Perera)

It is not a question. It is not a
matter for me alone. It is a matter
that has to be considered by the Gov-
ernment as a whole. If I remember
right, some time back there was a
Bill but it lapsed due to Prorogation.
I do not know ; the question will
have to be taken up by the Cabinet
as to when we can introduce a Bill.
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The only point is that the proposal
has always been welcomed by us.
One has to remember that it requires
a big organization. It is not merely
a question of just having a form. You
will require a few thousand officers.
It will have to include all Members
of Parliament, all local government
officials, trade union officials and all
manner of people. The number of
people involved would be a few
thousands and you require a separate
organization because merely filling a
form showing income is not enough
unless there is someone to check up
and see whether the information is
true or not, and follow up subse-
quently to see whether there is a
difference in one year as against
another and how the difference has
arisen. So a whole organization has
to be set up for the purpose. It is
not a question of just introducing a
Bill for the purpose of saying that
every person should send a return
of wealth. It is more complicated
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than merely sending a form. It is a
matter that the Government will
have to look into.
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Adjourned at 8.7 p.m, until
10 a.m. on Wednesday,
12th August, 1964, pursuant to
the Resolution of the House of
30th July, 1964.
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asked the Minister of Finance ;

(a) Is he aware that the Manager of

the Bank of Ceylon is unreasonably
refusing to give Mr. A, de S. Wickre-

matunga, clerk of the Bank of
Ceylon, Colombo, a transfer to Galle,
where his wife and children live?
(b) Is he aware that a suitable place
at Galle was filled by an outsider, a
Tamil national, and that Mr. Wick-
rematunga’s claims were overlooked?
(¢) Will he examine this case and do
justice?
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(The Hon. Dr. N, M. Perera—Minister
of Finance)
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(a) Mr. A. de S. Wickrematunga of
the Bank of Ceylon, Colombo, has
not been unreasonably refused a
transfer to Galle. (b) A Tamil
national was not sent to Galle to fill
the place for which Mr. Wickrema-
tunga applied. A Ceylon Muslim
was sent. (c¢) Does not arise,
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asked the Minister of Cultural
Affairs and Social Services: (a)
Is he aware that the First Member
of Parliament for Akurana raised a
question in +his House on 17.9.1963,
regarding tne payment of compen-
sation to the widow of the late Mr.
M. Charles Mudaliratne? (b) Is he
aware that the then Minister of
Labour and Social Services promised
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to look into this matter and do
justice? (c) Will he take action to
pay compensation to her?
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(The Hon. D. S. Goonasekera—Min_ister
of Cultural Affairs and Social Services)
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(a) Yes. (b) Yes. (c) Does not arise
as the applicant had withdrawn the
application for compensation at the
inquiry held on 25.3.60.
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SURVEY DEPARTMENT : IMPLEMENTATION OF
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
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asked the Minister of Land, Irri-
gation and Power:—(a) What pro-
gress has so far been made by the
Survey Department in the imple-
mentation of the official language
policy of the Government? (b) Is it
the policy of the Survey Department
to reject the plans submitted purely
in Sinhala? (¢) If not, why have
the survey plans of Godapola-
watte in Kegalle, prepared in
Sinhala, been rejected? (d) Will he
take suitable action against the

officers who contravene the official
language policy of the Government?
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)
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(a) Satisfactory progress has so far
been made and is progressively
being made. (b) No. (¢) The plans of
Godapolawatta were not rejected

but were issued bilingually in
Sinhala and English. (d) This does
not arise.
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