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The House met at 2 p.m., MR. DEPUTY

SPEAKER [MR. C. S. SHIRLEY COREA] in the

Chair.
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In terms of Standing Order No. 123,
the following Members have been
nominated by the Committee of
Selection to form the House
Committee with Mr. Speaker as
Chairman :

Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere

Mr. K. Thurairatnam

Mr. G. J. Paris Perera

Mrs. Mallika Ratwatte
. Mr, S. Hettige.
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In terms of Standing Order No. 124,
the following Members have been
nominated by the Committee of
Selection to form the Standing Orders
Committee in addition to Mr. Speaker
as Chairman, the Deputy Speaker and
the Deputy Chairman of Committees:

The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene
Mr. A. Amirthalingam

Mr. Prins Gunasekera

Dr. N. M. Perera.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
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In terms of Standing Order No. 125,
the following Members have been

nominated by the Committee of

Selection to form the Public Accounts
Committee :

Mr. M. Falil Abdul Caffoor, M.B.E
Mr. M. S. Amarasiri

Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman

Mr. Lakshman Jayakody

Mr. S. Thondaman

Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan
Mr. Bernard Soysa.
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On behalf of Mr. Speaker,
Chairman of the Committee of
Selection, I present the following
Report :

“Your Committee have, in accordance
with Standing Order No. 122, considered
the number, functions and, eonstitution
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(including quorum) of Legislative Stand-
ing Committees and report to the House
their opinions thereon as follows :

(a) that there shall be two Legislative
Standing Committees designated
Standing Committee “A”” and
Standing Committee “B?”

that the functions of the Commit-
tees shall be to consider Bills
allocated to them by Mr. Speaker
under Standing Order No, 57 ;

(b)

that each Committee shall consist
of twenty Members and that Mr.
Speaker be empowered to add not
more than fifteen additional Mem-
bers to serve on the Committee
during the consideration of any
particular Bill ; and

(e)

(d) that seven Members shall form a
quorum. ”
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Ordered that the said Report do lie
upon the Table.
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LEGISLATIVE STANDING COMMITTEES
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(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minis-
ter of Finance)

I move,

“That two Legislative Standing Com-
mittees be appointed to be designated
Standing Committee ‘A’ and Standing
Committee ‘B’ respectively ;

That each Committee do consist of
twenty Members and that Mr. Speaker be
empowered to add not more than fifteen
additional Members to serve on the Com-
mittee during the consideration on any
particular Bill:

That seven Members be the quorum of
each Committee.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
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(Qserrey euarest priss) Lt
(The Hon. Wanninayake) iy
I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 10 aA.m. on Monday, 17th
July 1967.”
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(Qeserres euaredfl prids)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
I move,

“That notwithstanding the provisions
of Standing Order No. 8, the hours of
Sitting on Monday, 17th July 1967, shall
be 10 A.m. to 12 Noon ; and 2 p.m. to 8.30
p.M.; and at 8.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall
adjourn the House without Question
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Question put, and agreed to.
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GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH :
DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS

[THIRD DAY]
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Order read for resuming Adjourned

Debate on Amendments [15th Jul t
Question [8th July] L
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“That this House do present the
following Address to His Excellency the
Governor-General in reply to his
Speech :

‘May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Members of the House of Re-
presentatives, thank Your Excellency for
the Speech with which you have been
pleased to open Parliament. We assure
Your Excellency that we shall give our

attention to all matters placed before
us. ' ’—[Mr. Ranatunga].
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Which Amendments were, at the end of
the Question, to add :
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“put inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Government has, in the past two
Sessions which cover half its permissible
term of office, pursued policies that
have—

(a) endangered the independence and
indivisibility of Ceylon :

(b) undermined the democratic rights
and liberties of the people ;

(¢) brought about a serious and deep-
going  deterioration in  the
economy and a sharp decline in
the standard of living of the
people ;

(d) made extensive concessions to
foreign and local vested interests
at the expense of national
interests and the vital needs of
the people;

(e) been characterized by the abuse
of administrative power in order
to pursue vendettas against
political opponents and to
inflict vengeance upon public
employees ; and

(f) failed to give effect and acted
contrary to many of the promises
made during  the General
Election of 1965, the subsequent
Parliamentary by-elections, and
in Your Excellency’s Address to
the first and second Sessions of
Parliament ;

and further, as the Address:

(1) reveals the political, economic and
moral bankruptcy of the Govern-
ment and its complete inability
to formulate a comprehensive or
even coherent policy that can
take Ceylon and its people out of
the present morass of political
reaction, administrative paralysis
and economic decline ;

(2) shows that the Government,
whatever may be the cost to the
legitimate interests of the
peasantry and other sections of
the  indigenous population,
especially of the Kandyan areas,
is determined to enforce the
provisions of the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement (Implementation)
Act that has aroused such
misgiving and opposition ; and

(3) indicates that the Government,
despite the widespread opposi-
tion expressed by local authori-
ties, including those controlled
by constituent political parties
of the Government, and by other
political parties representing
minority interests such as the
All-Ceylon Tamil —Congress, is
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determined to establish District
Councils in response to the
insistent demand of the Illankai
Thamil Arasu Kachchi, which is
the only political party that
insists on the establishment of
such councils at the present
time ;

and, in particular, as the Address:
(i) fails to propose any steps to bring

into effect a new Constitution
that will establish a truly
independent, sovereign and
democratic Republic in which all
power will be derived from the

people ;

(ii) does not disclose any intention by

the Government to withdraw
the totally unjust State of
Emergency that existed for all
but ten days of the past Session
and which is being used <or
partisan political purposes ;

(iii) does not even mention the acute

problems of unemployment and
the high prices and scarcities of
essential articles in everyday use,
let alone advance any proposals
to solve these problems ;

(iv) does not disclose any intention by

the Government to restore the
former rice ration or, despite the
boast of a record Maha harvest,
even to provide patients 1n
hospitals with adequate Tice
meals ;

(v) makes no reference to any

intention by the Government to
ease the burdens on the
peasantry, through the abolition
of irrigation rates, the reduction
of the high acreage taxes levied
from allottees in peasant
colonies, the stopping of the
present exploitation of the
peasants by the private tractor
owners, the reduction of the
rates of interest on loans from
banks and other leading insti-
tutions, and by other measures;

(vi) contains no proposals to ensure

that employees in the public
and private sectors are comper-
sated for the decline in their
real wages and salaries as a
result of the increased cost of
living ;

(vii) while boasting of exporting fish

abroad, makes no reference to
any intention to see that consu-
mers in Ceylon are supplied with
an adequate quantity of fish at
reasonable prices or that the
many hardships of the fishermen
are ameliorated ;
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(viii) shows no intention by the Govern-
ment to discontinue its present
policies which have Dbrought
misfortune and ruin to large
numbers of persons engaged 1n
the production of handloom
textiles and handicrafts ;

(ix) indicates that the industrial policy
of the Government is, at best, no
more than to continue or expand
projects that originated at the
time of the previous Government
while in practice impeding the
progress and impairing the
efficient working of many
existing industrial ventures;

(x) shows that the Government intends
to continue the hoax that the
alienation of thousands of acres
of State land to private, foreign
and local capitalist interests to
grow subsidiary foodstuffs, the
compulsory dragooning of thou-
sands of school children to
weed paddy lands, the creation
of a politically-motivated ‘Land
Army’, and the boring reitera-
tion over the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation of senseless
jingles urging listeners to grow
more food, represents an ‘ all-out
effort’ to achieve self-sufficiency
in food ;

(xi) indicates that the Government in
addition to the restrictions it has
already imposed on opportuni-
ties for higher education, has not
changed its policy of making
inroads into the scheme of Free
Education ;

(xii) reveals that the Government has
lost interest in the Nindagama
Lands Bill, about which it spoke
so eloquently at the time of the
BRalangoda by-election ;

(xiii) does not disclose any intention to
grant political rights to public
employees ; and

{xiv) does not reveal any intention by
the Government to end the wide-
spread corruption that prevails,
particularly in high places;

this House has no confidence in Your

Excellency’s Government. ”—[Dr. N. M.
Pereral].
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“hut call on the Government to
suspend diplomatic and other relations
between Ceylon and Israel until such
time as the Government of Israel with-
draws its armed forces from the terri-
tories in the U.A.R., Syria and Jordan
which they occupied by force after
4th June 1967.”"—[Dr. N. M. Perera].
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“pbut regret that, contrary to Your
Government’s profession that it has
‘sought to wuse every opportunity to
promote a just and lasting solution of
the problem of Vietnam and will continue
to do so’, Your Government has in fact
failed to condemn the aggression of the
United States of America against South
and North Vietnam and to demand the
unconditional withdrawal of U.S. armed
forces from Vietnam, which are essential
for a just and lasting solution of this
problem.”—[Dr. N. M. Perera].
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“put inasmuch as,

this Speech, which refers again to
numerous unfulfilled old pledges and
which Your Excellency was required to
read for the third time as well, is full of
repetitions ;

it is now abundantly clear that this
Government is unwilling to liberate the
couniry from the stranglehold of the
English language which has been the
primary cause of the greatest national
decline, class distinction and national
discord ;

Your Excellency’s present Government,
without mentioning even a word about the
official language question but purporting
ostrich-like perhaps to indicate to the
people that there is no such problem and
that it has been solved successfully and
that the Act is being implemented, is
doing administrative work in the English
language, having thrown the Official Lan-
guage Act into the waste paper basket ;

the gradual change-over to Sinhala in
administrative work, brought about by the
previous Government, has been abandoned
and action is taken to re-introduce English

i vernment affairs ;
mlpggn(%gon. = 2
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Your Excellency’s Government while
claiming that national education is
being 1mparted in the mother-tongue,
is not taking any steps to employ the
mother-tongue in the sphere of higher
education but is forsaking rural children
and poor, helpless urban children by
continuing the English medium in
medical, law, engineering and other
professional studies in the universities ;

in spite of there being an Act called the
Language of Courts Act, No. 3 of 1961,
never was a single case heard or a single
judgment written in the official language
in any Magistrate’s Court, in any Court
of Requests, in any District Court, in any
Assize Court, in any Supreme Court, in
any Court of Criminal Appeal, in Ceylon,
but instead all judicial work is conducted
in an alien language, not understood by
the masses ;

while the existing system of justice,
the legal profession and many of its re-
lated conventions are totally alien to the
historical and cultural environment of
this country, Your Excellency’s present
Government, because of its attachment
and abject servility to the English mode
of life, as prevailing in England, is
attempting to shroud Mother Lanka with
the pig-tailed wig and other English legal
conventions, in its reluctance to effect any
change in this state of affairs;

even in the Labour Tribunals set up,
under the Industrial Disputes Act, for the
convenience of ordinary employees, the
proceedings, main‘enance of records and
writing of judgments are done not in the
Sinhala language, understood by the
workers of this country, but in the
mother-tongue of Her Majesty the Queen
of England ;

in the mewly established corporations
100, even internal administration is not
conducted in the official language, but in
English, which is regarded by the Honour-
able Ministers of Your Excellency’s
Government, as their mother-tongue ;

instead of framing ourselves in our
own language our own Constitution,
which should be the foundation of the
economic, cultural and spiritual free-
doms of the people born in this country,
and which should be the purest symbol
of national pride and sovereignty, pre-
parations are being made to cut the
corners, snip the edges, piece together
and t_herebv pateh up the Soulbury Con-
stitution which is an English erown of
thorns hastily and secretly put together
and placed on our heads by the white
sahibs who handed over this country to
the black sahibs ; L

the various forms of corruption, moral
-degeneration, political vindictiveness,
_nepotism, injustice, inequity and irratio-
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nality which have spread throughout the
length and breadth of the land and in
every nook and corner of soclety since
Your Excellency’s Government came into
power, have paved the way for the per-
version and distortion of moral precepts
and practices, the philosophy of life, the
aesthetic sensibility, and the moral
virtues of our future generations ;

we express our displeasure and deep
regret in regard to the alarming, arrogant
and destructive aspect of Your Excel-
lency’s Government.”—[Dr. N. M.
Perera].
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Question again proposed, “ That those
words be there added.”
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“Let me turn to the Address, not that
it contains anything worth commenting
on, but because it has been born out of
a philisophy which needs reappraisal. To
my mind His Excellency’s Address of
July 17 is a striking example of the pre-
sent Government’s political exhaustion,
general debility, and pernicious anaemia. ”’
—[OrriciAL ReEpPoOrT, 29th July 1963 ; Vol.
52, el 151.]

Yot @ss 19remasgen s uppl CLa:
aheCurap s @65  aparg OFrpscorun
tBanrBid Lrellimri 6reTL S TS (@ 6T 5
dlgirar FpCssaplody, Gaorre wiig
wrpGCari e gmsgssamn @05 oss
Blov et CuBeyr 1963 YLD YYD, 9 F
@ Qs Ceorre FouCur yow g Corgy
YE1% G & et sGarmr CQaerrau w19 wIm b
Carion_  ymssgamrts Guirerparser
pg wsr CaerBuEuler Cusenaiippf
Quy & op@mraCer ererm  orpsdl s
wrer ward @G apid gn_w Geuewdre mib
a1 Glaor avflew
Qrs @ QFedaiaper pro
sor oaratr erCepme,  aiser pib

ooty  Cal Q&QsrersG per.

gg@@m%w

tprer Coipg sl rn'® Qsiouspe
YU & FLOT &&LD
@G yerar.m a5 G me,

@mLirr ser GT T LI

Qaeorres o1 FUTBTLSTTSEET, ouorTid
2B Biwrarsems
b s sEQsreorer Ceasar@id » cuori &8 ey
CADLOT Y & Oz ifley
gpLor 2 g @rewGib 9% 55 G
QuarT & Guir 2 o/ iy wirer DG B eueri &
EOuSTm® THH@ Sgw swerh OFeyss

Qeuenr(®h

@wm;@aﬁrr@ r:mr@&@'?'

FIT u.f{g}ﬁ.a&r

erairy DTS G  eueri &
werL_Barp Qpar&pssrfu op9Ass pr@
soir eriiQurap s orQ & FEQsTETer Gouer
BlLb-
Qaorres o surpsrusraisCer, 1947 oub
<9}, GO 19 GV araw, Coearpruss
@) B ig et B p BT ap s

&@rfmu;;gir@@‘gfrﬁr G lg ULl SEIGH LD @5@3‘5‘5

Peomeaamuls  Quira s seen .

GQ@ereur Lo,

QT Fior s

Corer@io  erarp Biwrergsms @55,

1947 oy yew® OsrigGsmn 1956
Y Yyarhaoruyn  @sGw CsBus
s Sl 8 s pa G?mras%ng_@‘m‘-ﬁ


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

307
FPERENHEE 2HND !
[68. ROE®®EE® @wn.]
STNG Hov Q)P S feuleosrer pwg BT
yer Qurmerrgrr eaeridd G&earpGlarer
B mpsg. 1956 opb yemBé@L Gersrer
grerdle) dlesFrugEe Sauerd Qs 915
D FE (GDDES S Qzrifde & @ garear
saers Qrosss Qar mEeiser o6
80 guipLopsarser @5 T
FHEISLD %f;@é(@ wps Qe elesFrug
o wBsorar saard Q& oy &gl Geemr
Quor,  pifgsoror  Lewsosl LEEE
Qumraps
Glgu) LIGWID @FISSLILIL Qauewr@Loms oy
FTES S Bler eHleuaFmil g Fe et
R:@u@‘é%'ﬁ;_}ur_Gsuaaﬁr@mn‘ eroruer Gumrerp

Qeui&Ber ofl QU FIT L1 & 516 (&b

& GUGT LD

Caereflsall@)s o (HeuTer Qr&Rer orETm
g5 5 THICETEELL. Q)55 2T &FTEISLD,
& T 1T 60T 1615 (O & BT & o7 B au(TH
Serp @Qren®, eperm gy D50H% @ efilau
erus ooy &(swrer seerib OFEFVE-F-
Ceaseir@Qperp  BILOTET S S a0 & B s
Qerps. BpsS Sirwrerid gQJG)TGQG@} Fifl
s BC L.
19en pCuirr,

o1 & &G

wim e ) & 6T L1 ST 65T BriD

& Glewr 67 (@) wmn
Qeiis salm crarUg upp g Q@flurg
HesrugsPs erpg  elgworer QrCuir
saraploers AHvde pri B msSC @b,
@55 Do uris@h  Quraps
P& &5 Coewauurer e ewa)Ll @uimrner
sofley mTODGEH LS & Flt Lo eur
yeranes @)6Te DS prih @pE@ns Caiu
Cayenrig.ul @ Lp Hlevile» Fmer @m&BCmLb-
Q&P wri  Qurmlin eTerml efleur &L
LG 1QrQuirserifady,

EU!T@SU}I_U

QUL 55 ST DD oulriy Cory.  eHUTL
&%r QaafGu  prib o/euiu Ceuenrig udmé
@ps, pLEES o _enrayL]
Quir mer ST @pi@wlH Qelaspsrs,
Qs mﬁ&é&ﬁ@uﬁ?@r@'ﬁ o1 P &G STer
wriser oot pbyBCpear. BT pEE
o s spmsule) [FLLI Quir mer serT L
Csudo%, @puii, QBsEEGL Quirmer safler
Ao  @opps  Cures o &L b S
o arenn, @@ @pss oo eerer
95 % U 9P B o ereown. GaerTey
011 gurpTLSTTSCAT, prih & pa&SQSTer
@ &G @b, Csu9%a@, efdvents o UIT & F&
& ig W apu pR ser @erauih | er & sy

C gemauuimer

Bewidn 05385 dedacan

308
B ewldznd BEAE Egwm

ve  prosenss
g Colitwews &6 serer s ol p

QT GTRTLIN S
&5 &b G 19 1) Gmu,r_:')@&:%v O T FTEISLD P&
Couair@ub. eTT D QELG PITH QB
s5CuUre T GisTe) S El erGQuIrp BT
oGl LD eLp@LIGILIT (16T & (@56 (& o W 5B
% Deor_s@b ereTp pLASDS Wi (e
@b @R GT e LI ST eT prer puy@Cper.
%mﬁﬂg}@ﬁ'ﬂ. 6)& sS 1 G?un-@sira:%’srr T D
G Qe gerepdd pLI s @ &S
EhsE 2sPuTrasL e el Quir meir &dor
GT LIGILIT (L SILD @pe&@m,@ Q& (L IWIGOT LD GTGT Y
plaplingre  pLos IESEHE@ ThS
CrrsHe @ser epaib LS QL GT 63T DI
& p QPYuTS @LpAude prid @ms&CmLs.
DS @DBTEST YT FEISLD Q55 dLwg
Bo eflurer o (pydas Q&S mas pa.
Qe rafleds Qren® JoDH T
e Qaofler, pLog o-amrey o PLIG S 6T
aueras@EL QUmES apigu/CLomr  9jcIaIoTa)d
&L Qurs s Couemrig.us G sL_awbuer T
FrEsn s@HA0HESE D5

Qserreu
FTUSHD SUSTLD Osgyss@earp Cs
Cprg s oass0srife  aorisfle s
arih QF oy s FlodQueTp GHDDEFTL N
o Girdsl Guleri &p PYUTH. QzerTeu
wi g wr G s L QrS PG e s@HL
Qsorras er@iéasl Qg Sovell Il S@5LL
sriser  Yridss Qarifer ovGrLeTE
5% @ps oyrermasn Garar® FLgS19D
Caudarve, eps R0 Qarife gruers .
& B LS STS yrib9saeflcds ererm &4
@i @er. [5rLD o psGarer@r@Cmi. 1960
b Y PsGL Ip@ QF 5 prigCe grer
dle Osrife eerisd & PUL_1g (& BT D
Qaerums LB
8w 8Pu Qsrife sruermaer gribds

o1 &ur‘wﬂrwsrmﬁ&'@w, e

@gﬁ&&@rﬁﬁuﬁf@&d’r—'

sOUC L er  eraTu®s T pmEOareress
Capd, @ Qpss Qsrife aerisd
priQém QPO pETELDST &S L

Osrifer aoriEQur  ereT Ca" ey
@od orermgrer @p CoarQid. T
s> & o
@mCalr &mws&e B, Gsorre wi g urrp

Cori ety Gr@AQ up emar & & b BTE

reTy  fE&er


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

309

G eRamdn@ed D :
sl Quer w g fdle 1963 gy gyain®
fuorgert: Qrems dlargsbe Cueh
Ourepgr @bs Priye ST pa@ QS
Qarifer everrs@ewiiLups @iy & &

Qra@mpir

“May I say a word about the Minister
of Industries ? He talks so much about
the 400 industrial schemes that he has
got. How many Members of this Cabinet
have tried to understand the implications
of this so-called 400 schemes, schemes not
started but intended to be started ? Most
of them are really assembly plants. May
I take one or two of them ? Take your
bulbs. The only thing that you do not
import is the vacuum in that bulb. Every-
thing else in that bulb is imported.....

Under the guise of industrial develop-
ment you have given monopolies to in-
dividual firms without looking into the
quality of the goods and their prices. All
that you are successfully doing is giving
enormous profits to these firms. While
you have imposed a wage freeze on em-
ployees, you have given any amount of
tax relief to the firms and encouraged
them to make profits at the expense of
the consumer both as regards price and
quality of the articles.”—[OrriciaL RE-
PoORT, 30th July 1963 ; Vol. 52, es. 1060
and 1061.]
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“A secret attempt to make Ratmalana
a Tamil town

In the 12th Century Cholas captured
Polonnaruwa, renamed it Jananathapuram
and set up a Tamil state. We are reliably
informed that a secret Tamil organization
is rapidly making preparations to set up
a Tamil colony in Ratmalana on the same
pattern. ”
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Qi :

“Catholic help to illicit immigrants to
escape Army net

The illicit immigrants who disembark
along the Mannar coast have the blessings
of the Catholic Church.”

s wrgn 29 g5 sk Qaefl aps
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“The Sinhalese people who are resid-
ing in the North are repenting tcday for
their having elected the U.N.P.-F.P. Gov-
ernment. These Sinhalese people who
are being ill-treated by the Tamils are
living in fear of their lives.”

@ 15 opb Gl :

“Will they teach Tamil by force ? The
order given by the F.P. to Sinhalese areas.

The Ministry of Education is consider-
ing a proopsal made by the Tamil M.P.’s
that Tamil should be taught compulsorily
in Sinhalese areas.”
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“1 am confident in my knowledge that
large numbers of people who in 1956 were
not ready even to contemplate giving
Tamil any place at all today think of mak-
ing Tamil also an official langauge. My
hon. Friends say, ‘If you do it you will
have a Sinhalese communalist uprising,’
but I say that if we place faith in those
large masses of the country who are sick
and tired unto death of those communal
conflicts, if we would rely on them and
have the courage of our convictions to
act along the lines of relying on them,
this can be achieved.”
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“The Soviet Union has offered to sell
several types of land-clearing and earth-
moving equipment , urgently needed by
us, In exchange for our tea.

The Commercial Counsellor of the
Soviet Union in Ceylon has informed the
Minister of Land, Irrigation and Power
that the Soviet Union is prepared imme-
diately to purchase this year, medium-
grown Ceylon tea to the value of 20 per
cent. of the machinery offered to Ceylon.

The balance cost of the equipment can
be covered by purchases of tea made in
Instalments during the next five years, he
has said.

Medium-grown tea is at present
fetching very low prices and the tea trade
is hopeful that the Government will ex-
plore this Soviet offer, which will give
a boost to tea prices.

50 p.c. less
The offer by the Soviet Union has

stressed that the equipment is offered to
Ceylon at prices ‘50 per cent. below the
normal prices we quote to other countries’
and that payments will be made by
Ceylon with no foreign exchange being
involved.

The equipment offered by the Soviet
Union comprises 21 heavy class crawler
tractors, eight medium class crawler trac-
tors, 28 large motorised scrapers, five
motor graders, two suction dredgers and
three excavators. ”
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BrGan aptoLy)
(Mr. N. Denzil Fernando—Negombo)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, let me first
of all thank the electors of Negombo
for electing me to represent them:
from 13th July 1967. Let me alsc
thank the party which nominated me
and gave all assistance in fighting the-
election and bringing it to a successful
end.

Sir, it is my humble opinion that
the Throne Speech lays down the
policies which the present Govern-
ment will follow during this Session.
The Throne Speech does not give
details of what will be done because
it concludes by saying that the
Government will place before Parlia-
ment the legislation necessary for the
execution of the policies enunciated
jn ot

I was shocked yesterday to hear
Member after Member from the
Opposition Benches ecalling for details
of the policies enunciated in the
Throne Speech. They did say that
the policies of the Government have
not been set out in detail. For the
purpose of carrying out the policies
enunciated in the Throne Speech
legislation will follow and at that
stage the details will be placed before-
this House for debate.

It is also true that once a Throne
Speech is delivered the Opposition
formally opposes it, as it does
always, and it is no wonder that every
hon. Member from the Opposition
opposed it for the mere sake of

opposing.

Within the forty-eight hours that I
have been a Member I have felt that
what the newspapers and HANSARD
have been reporting these last
few years is true; there is not in
the Throne Speech anything that
could be opposed with facts.
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Immediately after the Negombo
by-election campaign commenced,
Members of the Opposition, includ-
ing the Leader of the Opposition,
made policy statements which I now
find are contrary to the views they
expressed on the Floor of this House
yesterday and today. It was a surprise
to me. On the other hand, the Hon.
Prime Minister said from every
platform in Negombo that the policies
he enunciated can not only be
mentioned in Negombo but also be
mentioned in Colombo, Kandy,
Dondra, Jaffna or Batticaloa.

I find that the question of religion
is being referred to quite freely on
the Floor of this House. It is how-
ever a matter for surprise that not a
single Member of the Opposition, not
even the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion, mentioned a word about the
safeguarding of Buddhism when they
spoke in Negombo, which is a pre-
dominantly Catholic area. The Hon.
Prime Minister made reference to it
in every speech he made in the course
of his electioneering campaign. He
said: “I am a Buddhist and I will
see that Buddhism is safeguarded
without let or hindrance to other
religions. ”

Compared to that, the hon. Leader
of the Opposition only said that she
was a student at St. Bridget’s
Convent, Colombo, for eleven years.
That is not news to us. That is a fact
known to many of us in Ceylon, and
there was no need for her to have
repeated it. She also tried to defend
herself by saying that she is not
against the Catholics. But every
policy enunciated and every step
taken by the previous Government
was aimed against the Catholies and
the Catholic Church.

There is a certain Member who
spoke in Negombo—I am sorry he is
not here now—who once said that he
would see that the Catholic Church
was brought to its knees. It was
surprising that even he made the
statement in Negombo that he is not
against the Cathglie Church.

1967 4@ 16
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So it is obvious that they follow one
policy within the precinects of this
House and another policy outside.
Their policies differ from place to
place, from electorate to electorate.
It is possible that if the Leader of the
Opposition were to go to Jaffna she
would say that she would protect the
Tamils as well. It is a wonderful state
of affairs! Leading Members of the
Opposition do not stick to one policy
which the people could rely on. If
only they stick to what they utter
within the four walls of this Chamber
even when they speak on platforms
outside, whether it be in Colombo,
Negombo or Kandy, I am sure the
people would begin to have a certain
degree of confidence in them. The
public have no confidence in them at
all now.

The next point I want to refer to
is the state of the economy of this
country. In 1956 when the Govern-
ment of Sir John Kotelawala relin-
quished office, it left a large amount
of foreign exchange which the Gov-
ernment that took over from him
wasted over the nine and a half years
they were in power. In July 1960
they again took over and in 1965 an
empty ltreasury was handed cver as a
legacy to this Government. I do not
think anybody will challenge the fact
that without external assets and with-
out adequate finances no government
can feed the people of this country.

Having got an empty treasury, the
National Governmant took immediate
steps to safeguard the rights of 'the
people on a democratic-socialist basis.
It was on that basis that the Govern-
ment had to take very strict measures
and the people were informed that
those strict measures were taken so
that in due course the financial posi-

tion of the country might be improv-
ed.

One of those measures was the cut
in the rice ration. This cut was made
an issue from every platform in the
Negomho by-election campaign but
the reasons for taking such a step
were not alt all explained to the voters
of Negombo by any mamber of the
Oppeosition parties. That is the reaszon
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why the voters of Negombo accepted
the explanation given by the Hon.
Prime Minister and other Ministers
thalt the cut in the rice ration was
motivated, firstly, by the financial
position of the country, secondly, by
the failure of rice crops all over the
world, and, thirdly, in order to en-
courage our poor cultivator to culti-
vate his fields.

I should say that the third aspect,
that is, to encourage the cultivator to
cultivate his fields, has already been
attained. @The Maha season has
brought in yields which are double
the yields that any government can
expect. For the first time in the his-
tory of rice cultivation in Ceylon, this
year we have cultivated every acre of
rice field during the Yala season.

DEHD ;

o TG
(Cserren 9)EI%SSoursor)
(Hon. Members)

No! No!

AW ECE wsnsd¢ .
(8. QerRe QuieyenrGrmr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I repeat, we have cultivated every
field during the Yala season.

I am sure in Negombo today a
measure of rice can be bought for
85 cents, and in a month or two,
when the Yala crop has been
harvested, there is no doubt that the
price of rice will come down to
below 50 cents. I have also no doubt
that we will be able to buy a
measure of rice for 40 or 50 cents.
In these circumstances the steps
taken by the National Government
which have brought about the
encouragement to cultivate rice
should get the support of the so-
called alternate government. There-
fore, I say, the third aspect has been
achieved.

No doubt, next year too both the
Maha and Yala seasons will see
enough rice produced and, as tht
Hon. Prime Minister and other
Members of the Cabinet stated,
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before the end of 1970 not only will
we give one measure of rice free but
two measures of rice—Sinhala rice
—free, and there will also be plenty
of rice for export. Like in the days
of Parakrama Bahu I, Ceylon will
become the granary of the East.

a& onvgeL

(Caorrar _yksssallser)

(Hon. Members)

Hear! Hear! :

oG Oy Relew
(Qsonrer ojmssseur e Haur)
(An hon. Member)

Sinhala rice !

CRHEE wsnsle Sw.
{{é‘,‘_’g Q_ar B @u;?@aaﬁrl?x_rr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Sinhala rice or country rice—
[Interruption]. I shall explain that
in Sinhalese later.

The second aspect too can be
explained. The Government has to
depend on the finances of the
country. If the country’s finances
are poor, if it has no external assets,
the Government could still carry on
by printing notes. But that would
lead to inflation. So, our Prime
Minister did not want to take that
step ; he did not want to flood this
country with rupee or ten-rupee
notes and thus bring about the ruin-
ation of the country.

Ours is a democratic Government.
The S.L.F.P. has now joined hands
with two Marxist parties and in
time to come it may also become a
Marxist party ; if it obtains power,
this country will be ruled not by a
democratic government but by a
Marxist government. Our Prime
Minister is a democrat, and he
realized that although the rice cut
may bring about a temporary set-
back, in a year or two, when the
finances of the country improved,
even Opposition Members would say
that he had done the right thing.
The Government will then have the
last laugh and it will laugh best.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

337
gop R Yém@es DD !

We cannot improve the finances
of the country overnight; it 1is
practically impossible to do so. But
the Prime Minister’s move in cut-
ting down the rice ration is one that
should have been taken not by this
Government but by the previous
Government a number of years ago.

el B Sty can.

(8m. Cearirgy rregrisen)

(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

The U.N.P. opposed it then!

eRATRE yunsdg .

(Bm. Qear@e Qui@anGLrr)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Even if the U.N.P. opposed it then,
the Government of the day could
have implemented it as they had a
majority. They had a steamroller

majority, so why did they not
implement it? The present Prime
Minister, the Hon. Dudley Sena-

nayake, may have been the Leader
of the Opposition at that time but
the Government of the day could
have outvoted the Opposition and
implemented the rice cut.

Our Prime Minister is one who
always speaks the truth and he has
always been a democrat ; he has been
known to be a democrat not only in
this country but throughout the
world. If the Government of that
time were honest enough—I am
sorry to use that word—they had a
majority and they could have intro-
duced a rice cut. If they thought then
that a rice cut was justifiable, it is
their duty now to support the pre-
sent rice cut and not to oppose it.

Therefore, again I say that what I
stated earlier is true, namely, that
within the four walls of this Cham-
ber they say one thing and outside
they say something else; they may
say another thing if they go to
Jaffna and yet another in Kandy. I
have proved that the Opposition has
not been honest at all—I am sorry I
have to use that word. The Oppo-
sition has not even justified their
action in opposing the rice cut.

B0 5167 (677)
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Member after Member of the
Opposition raised queries with re-
gard to the cost of living index. This
index does not stand by itself; it is
correlated to a mumber of factors
such as the finances of the zountry,
the prices of articles, the external
assets, ete.

I have with me the “ Financial
Times” of June 1967. It gives the
number of strikes we have had
which were the cause for the rise in
the cost of living index. In 1948
there were 40 strikes; the number
of workers involved was 477,412 and
the number of man days lost was
681,340. Then, Sir, a number of other
details are given which I shall skip.
In 1960 there were 90 strikes ; 29,223
workers were involved ; 317,806 man
days were lost. In January 1967,
there were 16 strikes; the number
of men involved was 3,242; the
number of man days lost was 11,889.

Sir, I humbly ask the prominent
Members of the Opposition who are
responsible for these strikes, “Is the
Government involved in any of these
strikes ?” I say it is entirely the
fault of the Opposition. It is they
who are responsible for the strikes
that the country has had to face and
for the rise in the cost of living. They
are also responsible for the financial
loss involved and the man days lost
because of strikes. The number of
man days which are lost is enormous.
Most of our financial difficulties
would have been cleared if not for
these strikes.

If these Members of the Opposi-
tion are sincere patriots, why can
they not help the country by doing
away with strikes ? Just because we
are a democratic country, it does not
mean that they should resort to the
strike weapon. Take, for instance,
Russia. There are no strikes there.
In Poland there are no strikes. In
Hungary there are no strikes. In
China there are no strikes. But in
China you cannot buy a pair of
shoes even for a hundred rupees !
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(8. Quired eﬁ?e&:m@;ﬁ?f@m)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

That is all wrong.

CATEE snsYe e,

(8. O erfa Quir@erGrir)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Why are all these strikes engineer-
ed by hon. Members of the Oppo-
sition ?  No Government Member
has ever involved himself in 2 strike.
Why do only Members of the
Opposition engineer sirikes ? It only
shows the love Members of the
Opposition have for the country.

The cost of living——

NG ¥ HOSowey
(Qsorrar o/ ss sar NG
(An hon. Member)

It has gone up.

enBY&EE gnsYg ca.

(8. O arfe Qi @arGrrr)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

It has gone up no doubt, but T will
show you that the Colombo Consu-
mers’ Price Index has not gone up
that high., In 1957 it was 102.8. In
1967 i was 106.3.

=

£ cwBum BSER® .

(8. g Qardevr & e ser )
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
What is it now ?

BRI ECE 1 ve D

(ﬁ@ G_arHe Qi e G )

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

In January 1967 it was 113.4, and
in March 1967 it was 112.8. So, the
increase for about ten years is about
six points.

The Government has taken strin-
gent measures and has been able to
keep the cost of living down ; it has
kept it down at a figure which would
please the man in the street,
reasonable man would say that the
Government is leading the people on
the correct path.

OxIE) ®eFDEw
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(8@ B 5 gadlen)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
The cost of living index is the
highest on record.

CRBVEF BNy e,

(8. Qer&ey GQuii@enCrir)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

It may be the highest or the lowest.
That is not the issue. @What is in
issue is whether the Government has
taken any stringent measures to cope
with the financial ecrisis that it is
faced with and whether those mea-
sures should be taken or not. I think
the cost of living index is an indica-
tion that the Government has taken
the correct step in the right direction
and is leading the people on the
correct path.

Therefore, I have no doubt that
the Throne Speech, which lays down
the policy which the Government
will follow in the Session that is
ahead of it, has been formulated in
such a way as to strengthen the
democratic socialism which this
Government believes is best for this
country.

I say that the Government, in
enunciating its policies, has correctly
stated what it intends doing. No
details need be given of what it is
going to do. We are on the correct
path, and Opposition Members will
today have to admit that they are in
the fault and not the Government.
We all know that the nine years’
rule of the SL.F.P. Government and
the Coalition Government have given
us not only an empty treasury but
also a legacy of loans which I might
say our fourth generation will
yet be paying. So, the Govern-
ment of that time not only
wasted the finances of this coun-
try but also loaded on us—on the
generations of poor people to come, in
my own electorate the poor fishermen
and their children—this burden of
loans. In a few years’ time it may be
that the loans will be so great that a
major portion of the finances of the
country will be spent on the repay-
ment of these loans. That shows that
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the succeeding Finance Ministers of
this period, including the Coalition
Finance Minister, without under-
standing the financial position of this
country have brought down its pro-
gress.

That is the Marxist theory. It says
that if you want a dictatorship in a
country first attack its finances. When
there is chaos in a country, when its
finances are in ruin, when the coffers
of the country are empty and when
there are no external assets, then the
country feels that there is no alter-
native to democracy except a dicta-
torship. That is why the previous
Government aimed at the finances of
the country. Allied to that—I think
the Opposition Members will bear
with me—was their attempt to muzzle
the press. That too is a Maxist tactic.
There is no doubt that muzzling the
press means muzzling everybody.

oG exyBdlewzy
(Qasorrear oymssser emer)
(An hon. Member)

“Jana Dina”!

oSy 8BCE ymnsY¢ .
(8. Quar@e Quir@anrGirr)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Let it be any “ Dina ”, that does not
matter. It only meant that the prin-
ciple that they wanted established in
this country was nothing other than
the principle of dictatorship. That is
why I say that it was a blessing in
disguise that even by one vote that
Government was defeated in 1964. I
am sure when the history of this
country comes to be written those
patriots who crossed the Floor and
voted against the then Government
will shinz as patriots who saved this
country from Marxism.

There is no doubt that we are today
in a democratic State. But if our fin-
ances do not improve and if the
present Government cannot lead the
country then again we go back. I am,
however, confident that the present
Prime Minister and his able Cabinet
Ministers—I do not envisage any
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doubt about it—will improve the fin-
ances of this country within the next
twenty years and at the end this will
be a State where democracy will rule
and our people will enjoy the fruits
of democracy.

With regard to cultivators, when I
commenced my speech I said that the
Government had improved the condi-
tions of the cultivators. It has issued
permits wherever necessary for the
purpose of giving free manure. It has
also stated in its Throne Speech that
credit facilities will be given to culti-
vators to improve their cultivations.
All these measures show that the steps
taken by the Government are in the
correct direction and for the better-
menlt of this country.

The Throne Speech envisages a
very wide field of endeavour towards
the attainment of which legislation
will be presented in this House for
full debate, and I hope that then at
least the Opposition Members, for
once in their life, will vote with the
Government.
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BE ¢ ¢ Qaan,

(8@ o g oorellen)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I think I
must congratulate the hon. new
Member for Negombo on his maiden
speech. The new Member, in his
speech, reminded us that during the
48 hours he was in this House, a
number of surprises were sprung on
him. I wish to tell the hon. Member
that a number of other surprises are
in store for him in the future. A
number of facts and figures were
quoted by him the correctness or
otherwise of which he will realize as
times goes on.

He referred to the Public Debt. If
he only reads the Central Bank
Bulletin he will see that Rs. 523
million has been borrowed by the
present Government during the 23
years of its existence. The hon.
Member referred to the fourth
generation ; in my view even the
fifth generation probably will not be
able to pay back this amount.

The hon. Member sounded rather
impressed with the last Throne
Speech of this Government. If he
had the time he would have read the
two previous Throne Speeches and
compared them with the present
Throne Speech. If he had done
that he would have been greatly
enlightened.

I have heard Members of the
Opposition describe the last Throne
Speech in various ways. Some called
¥ an empty Throne Speech ; others
avscribed it as pus. I have endea-
voured to be more charitable, I have
gone through the two previous
Throne Speeches and I have tried to
see whether any attempt has been
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made by this Government to pursue
the policies indicated in those Throne
Speeches.

My hon. Friend the Member for
Negombo referred to the external
assets left behind in 1956 and said
that all that money had been
swallowed up. He has forgotten the
number of new industries started by
the previous Government and which
started to become profitable concerns
during the regime of this Govern-
ment. He has forgotten the fact that
starting all those industries cost the
country quite a lot of money. If you
collect money you will do no deve-
lopment ; if you want to develop the
country you will not have sufficient
money unless you get aid from other
countries. There are certain prin-
ciples on which we have to work.

I find that the 1965 Throne Speech
of this Government starts off with
this sentence :

“The people, by their free votes cast
at the General Election, have clearly in-
dicated that they favour a Government

Ivhich upholds the democratic way of
ife.”

I must remind hon Members
of this House—I think the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) referred to this yes-
terday in his speech—of how
the people of this country were
deceived by the fourteen promises
made by the United National Party
on the eve of the 1965 General
Election. This Government probably
would not have won the number of
seats it did actually win at that
election if the United National Party
had indicated to the country that they
were intending to form a govern-
ment in coalition with the Federal
Party. As time goes on my hon.
Friend the Member for Negombo
will realize the number of surprises
that are in store for him when he seas
the true state of affairs,

Since the 1965 Throne Speech
nearly 2% years have passed. My
hon. friend from Negombo men-
tioned how truthful Hansarp has
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been and how truthful the news-
papers have been. Two and a half
years have passed since 1965 and a
section of the capitalist press, the
“Times of Ceylon”, has clearly
summarized the position during the
last two years, a period which
included the by-election at Negombo.
If the Government had done well at
all, these comments would not have
been made by this particular news-
paper which has all along tried to
help the Government and which has
been the watch-dog of the Govern-
ment. It will interest the hon.
Member for Nesombo and other
Members of this House to know that
this particular newspaper, the “ Times

of Ceylon” has had this to say
editorially :

“ FOCUS

NEGOMBO

What happened at the Negomko by-
election on Thursday was just this: the
U. N. P. lost more than 3,300 votes com-
pared with March 1965, and the S. L. F. P.
gained almost 4,700 votes. And this in an
overwhelming Catholic area which
strongly resented the nasty policies of
the Sirima Bandaranaike Government.

Two years and four months of U. NP
rule, however, has disillusioned the
people. The U. N. P, they find, talks
pretty big but acts pretty small. P

They continue to talk pretty big
but act pretty small—

“ Tt hasn’t the courage of its convictions.
Indeed the question might even be asked
whether the U. N. 2. has any convictions,
apart from previous convictions.

If the current voting trend is repro-
duced at the general election in 1970, the

U. N. P. will find itself bundled out of
office. ”

This is the “ Times of Ceylon ”, the
newspaper that the hon. Member for
Negombo referred to. He said, “ How
true these papers have been in the
past!” The hon. Member for
Negombo appears to have been
impressed by these papers, but
this is a correct estimate of what
this Government’s Throne Speeches
have produced in the last 2% years.—
[Interruption]. I have perused those
Throne Speeches, and let me remind
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the hon. Member for Negombo of
some of the promises given two years
ago. This was one promise :

“gpeedy action will be taken by My
Government to implement more effec-
tively the provisions of the Paddy Lands
Act. It will also prepare schemes to assist
¢ ande’ cultivators to own the lands they
cultivate. ”

Two and a half years have passed.
What has this Government done in
that direction ? The “ ande ” cultiva-
tors continue to be harassed. The
landowners exploit them.

This Government in the same
Throne Speech embodied another pro-
mise made by the Minister of Land :

« The Land Development Ordinance will
be amended to implement the recommen-
dations of the Land Commission of 1956.
These will enable the transfer ¢f owner-
ship of lands alienated under the Ordi-
nance to allottees subject to conditions
such as preventing fragmentation, but
with provision for the recovery of the
cost of development over a period of
years.”’

That was one of the promises embo-
died in the Throne Speech of 1965.
May I remind this House that that
was one of the election promises they
made in 1965, when Members of the
U. N. P., including the Hon. Prime
Minister, went round the country pro-
mising the allottees that this piece of
legislation would be passed and imple-
mented as soon as possible.

«“ A Standards Bureau and also neces-
sary institutions for expanding the ex-
port potential of the country will be set
ap.”

That was another promise they
made in the same Throne Speech but
so far nothing concrete has been done
in that direction. In fact, a few months
ago I wrote to lthe Minister of Indus-
tries pointing out that in the case of
certain products made by Lever
Brothers the quantities in the contain-
ers are less than what they used to be.
For instance, the size of a tube of
tooth paste is the same as what it was
before, but the contents are much less
__about three-fourths. I pointed out
the case of Vim where the weight of
a tin now is much less than what it
used to be. I also pointed out to the
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inister the case of biscuits manufac-
turedlin this country : the giza of the
containers remains the same but the
nqm_ber of biscuits is less. The Hon.
Minister acknowledged receipt of my
letter. I wrote to him again but I am
Sorry to say that nothing concrete has
been done yet, No final reply has been

received by me. I do not know what
really happens.

I wish to make the point that Ithe
mere setting up of a standards bureau
1S not enough. What is there to pre-
vent these manufacturers from ex-
ploiting |the public ? It is necessary to
S€é not only that the standards are
maintained but also that the correct
quantity and prices are maintained.

I have another classic example. I
have gone into the question of the
standards of umbrallas manufactured
in this country. It is done by a big
firm called Mackie Stores. Every con-
ceivable arlicle for the manufacture
of umbrellas is imported, for which
foreign exchange is released. It will
surprise hon. Members when I tel]

| them that formerly a gent’s umbrella

cost Rs. 17.50 and a lady’s black um-
brella cost Rs. 14.50. These prices have
shot up at present. A lady’s umbrella
now costs Rs. 20 and a gent’s umbrella
Rs. 30. If the prices have shot up then
why are they given foreign exchange?
Every item that goes to make the um.
brella has been imported. Why is the
Government permitting these prices
to go up? Then the cost of living
must necessarily go up.

Furthermore, it will interest hon.
Members to know that with the addi.
tional increase in price the wholesaler
is asked by the manufacturer to pur-
chase, along with the umbrellas, some
unsaleable articles which are sold to
the wholesalers at prohibitive prices.
For instance, a man who buys a few
dozen umbrellas must buy some
shirlts, mosquito nets or belts at exor-
bitant prices. So the cost of living
must necessarily go up. But there are
ways and means by which this
Government could stop the cost of
kiving going up. If legislation is
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brought in regard to the standards
bureau, it is necessary to insist not
only on quality but also on quantity
and price control. We on this side of
the House would only be too happy Ito
help the Government to pass any
legislation to see thalt these new in-
dustrialists who are allotted foreign
exchange do not exploit the custo-
mers.

The first Throne Speech also says :

“A Bill will be introduced to register
and issue identity cards to all bersons
over 18 years of age. The registration will
be done in stages, and it will take about
three years to cover the whole Island.
Once the work is ccmpleted it would be
possible to trace and take appropriate ac-
tion against an illicit immigrant without
difficulty. ”

Now two and a half years have
passed but nothing has been done in
this direction.

Other Throne Speeches have said
that this Government has been able
to open factories. I must remind this
House that all these industries were
started by the previous Government.
Nothing new was undertaken by this
Government.

The second Throne Speech repeats
the words in the first Throne
Speech, It says:

“My Government, in the execution of
its policies, has achieved national unity
and maintained the objectives of justice

and fair play to all, irrespective of race,
community or religion. ”

I have listened to the Hon. Prime
Minister on many occasions when he
made these public speeches. In fact
he has not itemized the achievements
of this Government, but he has
made this point quite clearly, that he
has been able to achieve national
unity.

During the by-election I worked
very actively in the Agalawatta
Electorate. We are all happy to have
national unity in this country, but
I must bring to the notice of
hon. Members of this House that,
while the Government talks here
about national unity, it did some-
thing different during the Agala-
watta by-election. Among the
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Sinhalese people themselves the
caste cry was raised. On nomination
day the United National Party
candidate and his supporters went
to the kachcheri carrying mammo-
ties on their shoulders. When
canvassing what did they say?
“ eenSwoOB, ®e® SBHO&E.”

The Opposition had as its candidate
a gentleman who belonged to a
caste other than the goigama caste.
What did the United National Party
do in an electorate with a predomi-
nantly goigama majority ? Their
cry was, “emn3w ©e® SBen’.
The Prime Minister in his final
speech said, “ ®® 3w 68
2525 ”. And this is the national
unity that is spoken of by this
Government. It is a disgrace.

In the second Throne Speech of
this Government, they said :

“My Government has taken resolute
steps to check an increase in the cost of
living. ’—[OrriciaL REPORT, 8th July
1966 ; Vol. 67, c. 35.]

What are the resolute steps that
the Government has taken? The
hon. Member for Negombo
(Mr. Denzil Fernando) read out some
figures. I shall read out the cost of
living index numbers for the past
ten years, from 1957 to 1967 :

1957 102
1958 105
1959 105
1960 103
1961 104
1962 106
1963 108
1964 112
1965 112
1966 ¥ [X 112
1967 (January and
February) 130.

130 is the highest on record. So
what are these resolute steps that you
have taken to check the increase in
the cost of living? The cost of
living is rising daily, and my
hon. Friend the Member for
Negombo is content to quote
fisures. The fact is that the cost of
living index rose to its highest point
this year—130.
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In the previous Throne Speech the
Government stated :

“ A special Price Control Unit has been
established in the Ministry of Commerce
and Trade.”—[OrFiciaL RePorT, 8th July
1966 ; Vol. 67, c. 35.]

It has proved to be most ineffec-
tivee. I am not talking of the
Jathika Pola, but if you go to any
other pola in the country you will
find that the poor people are being
exploited by the traders who sell
short-weight and at prices over the
controlled price. Reports have been
sent to the kachcheries, bills have
been produced, but no action is
taken.

“For more efficient distribution of
drugs My Government will establish addi-
tional medical stores in the provinces and
will set up a quality control laboratory
to test the efficiency of drugs.”—[OFFI-
cIAL Report, 8th July 1966 ; Vol. 67, c. 39.]

This is an urgent need. What is
happening today ? Hospital drugs
find their way into private dispensa-
ries. The poor "people” are
exploited. They go to a hospital and
are prescribed some drug but they
are given some cheap drug because
the one prescribed is not available.—
[Interruption].

Why are you denying this ?7—
[Interruption].

Then, Sir, this Throne Speech starts
with these words :

“ My Government is taking effective
steps to solve the problem caused, on the
one hand, by a serious shortage of rice
in world markets and, on the other, by a
sharp decline in the prices of th=2 coun-
try’s export commodities. This shortage
of rice compelled My Government at the
end of last year to reduce the quantity
of rice issued on the ration and at the
same time brought into sharp and imme-
diate focus the need to reduce drastically
our dependence on imported food sup-
plies.

My Government, which from the com-
mencement of its term of office has tried
to encourage the increased production of
rice and other foods locally, ....”

My hon. Friend from Negombo
spoke of double seasons being har-
vested. He quoted from the “ Finan-
cial Times.” The “ Financial Times .
The . Financial Times” has got
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its data from the Centra] Bank Bulle-
tin. My hon. Friend has conve-
niently omitted to mention the quan-

tities of rice produced in this Island
since 1964.

It will interest hon. Members on
the other side to know that rice pro-
duction has increased not merely
since 1965. Your radio and news-
Papers have been used to do a lot of
bropaganda that rice production has
gone up. It reminds me of the time
when the radio constantly advertised
A.P.C. tablets, so much so that people
began to believe that A.P.C. was good
enough for any ailment ! Today this
rice production increase is being ad-
vertised so much over the radio that
People have begun to believe that
there is an increase whereas there is
no increase at all.

Here are the figures. The Hon.
Minister of State must be knowing
the figures but the people of the
country do not. Now, this is the out-
put in millions of bushels : 1962—48.1
1963—49.2 ; 1964—50.5 ; 1965—36.3.

oS ARE o sNGD (Fenimy,
PN B ™ Fodwm DOy Egae
@OB, B wlwed v MESH DOy
8 OB sy B ow QO5Y
e @ ©B)

(Csorras 1 1 of Co@pruss—arsw
BPLDF F (IHLD urgisriy, Qeefl afleusrr
IYDLOE F LD F 1 gyemoLiL), Quimrmers girr
Heusrs GYDULEF LD  FEae, aeflLiriiny
Y LDF & (THLD)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, Minister of Planning & Economic

Affairs and Minister of Information &
Broadcasting)

There was drought in 1965.

BE ¢ ¢ 8ed .
(B fo0 4. oeflen)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
I have not given any reasons.

0 ARE ot NN

(Oserres 11 ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Look at the rainfall.
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(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
But there is no record of increased
production.

a& VDE eed NG
(Qsarrar 11" af Coreypriudgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

How can we expect increased pro-
duction without adequate rainfall ?

BCE ¢ ¢ 8 Scan.

(8@ p g yoaflon)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

I entirely agree with you. If you
give a reason I shall entirely agree
with you, but the recorded figures do
not show an increase whereas your
radio and newspapers talk of increas-
ed production.

O RRE ot Ny

(Qzorres i ofl Coepruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
What about the last Maha orep ?

B¢ ¢ ¢3S Q.
(8@ fo 1p oyevaflen)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
In 1966 the figure was 46.1.

O RAE et N
(Qzorrar 11’ ofl Co@prudss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
That is correct.

BCE ¢ ¢F8ed O,

(Bw fo 15 gyevefion)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

Going through the figures—never
mind the droughts—from 1962 to
1966, the year 1965 has registered the
lowest production on record. The
1966 figure is less than the 1962, 1963
and 1964 figures.

ol ARE o N
(Casorrer 11" of Coreprwss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Read the rainfall figures.
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(8@ o i geeilev)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
I will read the rainfall figures. We

are made to believe that production
of rice has gone up.

o RDE o N NGD
(Qaorran i afl Ca@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Of course.

BE ¢ g3 O,
(B o 4 gyevetion)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

Why do you say the production has
increased ? Why do you not say
there was drought and there was no
rainfall, and therefore you could not

achieve what you expected to
achieve ? Why not tell the people
that ?

o DIE o sNNGD
(Qzorrer 11 afl Coepriiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayke)

What about the 1967 records ?

BE ¢ ¢ 3E .
(5 o g gvlion)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

Where are those figures ? Let the
figsures come.

Let me also remind the Hon. Prime
Minister that administration reports
are never published on time.—
[Interruption]. I am very interested
to know what the manurial
programme is. I tried to get the 1967
fisures but failed. But these are

figcures published by the Central
Bank.

Then, the number of bushels per
acre is as follows :

1962 37.69
1963 37.84
1964 38.8
1965 34.5
1966 35.9
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There is a very significant increase
in 1966 over 1965. But the highest
yieid during these five years has been
in 1964. Even the figures for 1962
and 1963 are higher than that for
1966. These are the available figures.
We are very anxious to get these
figures. We are guided by the figures
that are available.

Then with regard to the coconut
crop, the output of nuts per acre is
as follows :

1964 3,000
1965 2,681
1966 2,468

Even the volume of exports in 1966
has gone down. Let the people of
this country know the truth ; let them
know that an effort has been made,
that there has been a drive for in-
creased production. Let them know
that in 1965 we could not achieve the
target because of drought or other
causes. Earlier, when I switched on
the radio I was reminded of the ad-
vertisement of APC tablets ; it went
on repeating that advertisement and
the people began to believe that it
was good for any ailment. Today,
the radio keeps on saying “Paddy
cultivation, paddy cultivation, paddy
cultivation ”. Very good, if an effort
is being made, but let us have the
figures and let the people know. Let
the country know that the 1966 crop
has been less than that of any of the
years 1962 to 1965. Let the people
know that the crop has not increased
for various reasons. Be more honest,
take the people into your confidence.
Why deceive them ?

Then there is another matter I
should like to bring to the notice of
this House, namely, the weeding
programmes conducted from time to
time by school-children. Recently, a
parent came to me and said
“ O3, T ged g8 edemdee
B BuBu whecswy Hemdec S
J ¢ dewmdes SBsY cmvcd qeh®

D6 gEm&h. Gz @mD. 5B
erxnewy B WmE®DD, ¢ 6D

BewsYer c@mzec? HemlecE Huw®
EREEIO @D ImezNd @ edeE @8
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MEIDT. QBB  Fe®IE g@ED
Bed®. @e® wsm o0
BeeE Iy »sf @ ”

If weeding is really necessary, cer-
tainly get the children of this coun-
try to weed. But I was reading the
F. A. O. Report—I have not brought
it—which was distributed to hon.
Members of this House last week. It
gives examples of the advantages of
H4; it gives the manurial pro-
grammes, and indicates the increase
in crops. At page 8 of that report
there is a question: Is weeding
really necessary ? The answer Iis
“ Maybe ”. But they say that these
experiments have been conducted on
the ordinary farmers’ practice of
weeding. There has been no special
weeding. The report does not indi-
cate if weeding is very necessary. It
does not give us, in these experimen-
tal weeding programmes, the in-
crease in the crop or the crop on a
particular manurial programme,
without weeding and with weeding.
That has not been done. All that
they say is, “Is weeding necessary ?
Maybe, but these experiments have
been conducted and the figures have
been obtained on the ordinary culti-
vators’ programme of weeding.”—
[Interruption]. I would like to ask
hon. Members of the Government, if
the country is to launch on this huge
and gigantic food production pro-
gramme which is necessary, why not
give these figures ? It is very neces-
sary to educate the people.

Now, the F.A.O. Report was distri-
buted only last week in this House,
and when that report says “ Maybe ”
and does not give the figures, what
is the necessity for that report ?

I believe that weeding will do
good but does expenditure on weed-
ing bring about the necessary
production with the use of H4 and
the heavy use of manurs ? We are
verv interested in reports, Mr. Prime
Minister. I have discussed this matter
with a number of people who are
interested in the subiect. We are
verv disappointed that the results in
respect of fields which have been

Bewldn 935 @eddcw

356
B ewldznd BEAg Shiw

manured and fields which have not
been manured—the comparative
figures—have not been shown—apart
from a silent remark “ Maybe ”. And
all these experiments and the in-
crease of 200 bushels per acre have
been on the normal farmers’
manuring programme.

The Throne Speech refers to agri-
cultural credit. It is very good. An
hon. Member referred to the great
difficulty in obtaining it. These huge
forms that have to be filled up pro-
bably would require the services of a
clerk. But today the cultivators com-
plain to us about the state of affairs
in regard to loans. There are intelli-
gent people who know what is
happening in this country. There was
one person who came and told me,
“Sir, when one acre of tea is being
replanted the Government gives a
subsidy of Rs. 3,750 and not a loan.
When one acre of rubber is being re-
planted the owner gets a subsidy of
Rs. 1,500 and not a loan. But when
we, the paddy cultivators, want some
money to improve or work our fields
we have to obtain a loan. In the
former days we had to enter into an
agreement and get a loan at 6 per
cent interest, but now the interest
charged is 12 per cent.” The bank
charges something and the society
charges something.

These are matters which I wish to
bring to the notice of the Govern-
ment so that they may be adjusted.
There is a feeling among the culti-
vators that a certain section of the
people are treated in a different way.
This country depends on a big food
production drive, on increased pro-
duction of paddy. Then why call
upon the cultivators to pay 12 per
cent interest on a loan that is given,
whereas the big tea and rubber
estate owners and even the small-
holders are given a subsidy of
Rs. 3,750 and Rs. 1,500 ? There is the
feeling among the mass of paddy
cultivators that the Government is
not interested in them and is not
treating them fairly and sauarely.
These are questions that we are
asked. It is our duty to bring them to
the notice of the Government.
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If this Government is serious
about the production of food, surely
our co-operation is also necessary.
Several hon. Members of this House
referred to the treatment they get at
the hands of Ministers. Several hon.
Members told us how they are very
badly treated in their electorates by
Government Ministers. Surely,
co-operation 1is necessary. Both
sides of this House realize that
a gigantic food production drive is
necessary. Therefore, change your
attitude. Take the Opposition and the
people into your confidence. Place the
true facts before them. Do not think
that you can deceive the people by
false propaganda through news-
papers, pamphlets and the radio. The
radio has become a joke today. I
mean to say that if it is going to be
useful, certainly make use of it.

Three Throne Speeches have been
delivered after this Government
came into office, and, as I said, the
work done by this Government has
been correctly surnmed up by a capi-
talist newspaper in an editorial
comment yesterday. Do not be de-
ceived that work has been done.
Promises have been made. Facto-
ries have been opened—factories
started years ago. But something
tangible by way of solving the
economic problems has not yet been
done. An effort has been made. In
making the effort, take everyone into
your confidence. Place your facts
before the people. Put your cards
on the table, take the people into
your confidence, and then launch on

this food drive: that is the request
I make.

I am sorry, for reasons given, I am

unable to support the Address of
Thanks.

g. oo, 6

3. REOEw® @wn. (¢aSA)

(r@@ a. g&maﬁ@s&-—&@sﬁ?é})

(Mr. V. Dharmalingam—Uduvil)
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GG @i &eir
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The S. L. F. P. Government has
proved its incapacity to conduct a reso-
lute fight against imperialism and the
forces of capitalist and feudal reaction
in Ceylon. Its anti-working class poli-
cies and i s distrust of the masses have
turned the sympathies of the people
mor~ and more awav from it. Under its
rule democratic institutions have been
endangor~d.  National unity has been
cha'l-noad. The ordinary citizen’s stan-
dard of life has declined and is subject
to r~~~tan attack. Even such gains as
the »~ople have won through their
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struggles have been undermined by the
Government’s inefficiency, tolerance of
corruption and fear to offend vested
interests.
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“The Hindu Religious Affairs Advisory
Committee has always been of opinion
that adequate provision should be made
at University level in as comprehensive
a manner as possible for the study of
Hindu Religion, Culture, and Civilization.
Since 1960, it has further urged the Gov-
ernment to establish a full fledged Uni-
versity which will, inter alia, include
provision for a faculty for such studies.
In furtherance of this objective a draft
Bill was sent by the Committee along
with covering letters to the Hon’ble the
Prime Minister, the Hon’ble Minister of
Education, and the Hon’ble Minister for
Home, Industry and Cultural Affairs on
the 24th September, 1962.

This Committee iz of opinion that to
enable the Hindu Community in Ceylon
to contribute its full quota towards the
intellectual, moral, cultural, religious and
material advancement of Ceylon, the
early establishment of such a full fledged
University to meet the needs of students
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educated in the Tamil medium, provid-
ing for the teaching of all branches of
knowledge, arts and sciences is a very
urgent national requirement....”
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“The House knows that, under the pro-
posal to establish regional councils, it is
intended to effect a very reasonable and
satisfactory measure of decentralization
of the administration in this country in
the Regional Councils which wi'l func-
tion as local authorities but with wvery
wide administrative powers. The Bill in
draft form is ready.—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
25th April 1957 ; Vol. 27, c. 2679.]
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order, please! The Hon. Deputy
Speaker will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEpuTY CHAIRMAN OF
CovmiITTEES left the Chair, and
MRg. DEpuTYy SPEAKER took the Chair.

RESE- D D,
({6‘]@ & Loefl L)
(Mr. Dharmalingam)
Qaarray o111  FUTBTULIST e sGor,
sllpras s & wreui Fovstrs Cal &
QPETET i HTOVEHGE T D B LIGHTL_IT T [BIT U1 & &

O &5 FanLuiCo

wral L Fou wCersr s SLrE OGS

DUl ST GlsarTal
D, syu dordey oDsE Qs renr®
apCarid ereT & p@)i GTGT . [5ESET Qur
@peTeri  prer & pls Qs ir a7 19.(15 55 ST -
erarCas priser Csl Lgresrer oran i
son wCFrsr Qsrem@euriii_ Bms8pa
T HpAF YT SSLDDIE-
soLser Qoer@Ouwerm prasenn Cs

LomerL L

SCmw; Y5 QwQuicT I BTET S
o, oy, @pg priyCa o erer GTVAIT
orfup s’ Gaonn aGsr o srovs How
FaousdT 255 5SS T per
GTGTLIGN S GY(HOI(HLD LD MDIS & (LPL LT G- &LblL),
aflov. & & oy gar Cai s Gra_erg Bl

LDTGUL [

@A g (hS@ ST PG, LT L FEOLIB T &
Qar@LCurtd, wéaer sw Biarw e fleweit
oafGumrd  ere - wir gpLsim et g GG,
LA 1HCo Qrafasin . Caige Grs
Wg(@@cm 9| PUIT SGT  9JGeUT I @/_rf?:_'uﬁh;rg Hé
G aer. GVEIST FwFwres s 5, @558
Gaorres #aniCe, @Qiss Csfwu orerm

sth o@wHHFO@L QOearmn S 3o

. . . Ol se o -f‘:\' . =

IWYE @ D119 19 (56 &) 651 o - @55
wran L. Fouser  apulssii L re
Sapop  pT  BTHDEE  sTo o Hib
%gﬁf_}@umdm ereyr g Qserres wiliguwirp

1967 #E 16

370
T B cxddrnd BEAE BDgw
A 55 5 ﬁﬂm@@a’;@e&r@;}.
1966.2yp @ g LTS 7Y Cafl
i 196 LI o Pl@i :

Carie L1

“What about your proposal to set up
Regional Councils? Is the Minister
taking up the question or not? It is a
matter long overdue. Even so long after
your so-called independence you are still
running the out-dated kachcheri system.
Year in and year out we are fighting in
have the old kachcheri system liquidated.
Let us have a proper system of local
administration. ”

Qg  Cueanburps Q@erreu  @urm
NTES YOLDEFFIF @gé@L@}é CasL_t_mi :

The Hon. Minister of State inter-
rupted and asked, Are you for
District Councils ?”

Biser (oreu L Faiadr oy sifa@er S
SOTT 2 LI SIev—

“T am for it. I am hundred per cent.
in favour of District Councils. If you
do not have District Councils you can-

not get rid of the kachcheri system in
these areas.”
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Cprs5Ce Gsorra rgabu@gmﬂwn‘b Gr &
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oG 61 GG S CuB@i- wra’L. FeL

BB g};smm#}lg;rrﬁb pr@  Gorey B

Cuir @b GTGT D YT & @i YSHE LD
Quorfusrs, QserTay WIrpLILITEHT L Qo 5 5 5l
DUl GG S U B prer  @)e s our & & F15

Tl Gg?@Lb!._!QQ'ﬂjb'&f :

¢« A1l that I say is, what particular ob-
jection there can be to Distriet Councils
purely as a means of extension of local
self government, I do not see. But, of
course, the hon. Member for Damba-
deniya has created a bogey of his own
imagination. He seems to think that the
creation of District Councils must imme-
diately and inevitably lead to tihe
division of Ceylon.”
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It being 7.30 p.M. Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Monday, 17th
July 1967.
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At 731 pm., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned the House without Question
put.

Adjourned accordingly until
10 A.M. on Monday, 17th July
1967, pursuant to the Resolu-
tion of the House this Day.
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