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The House met at 10 a.m., MR, DEPUTY
SPEAKER [MRr. C. S. SHIRLEY COREA] in
the Chair.
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In terms of Standing Order No. 122,
the following Members have been
nominated by the Committee of
Selection to serve on Legislative
Standing Committees “ A ” and “B 7 ;

STANDING COMMITTEE “A "

Mr. M. Falil Abdul Caffoor, M.B.E.
Mr. M. S. Amarasiri

Mr. K. P. Ratnam

Mr. Chandra Karunaratne
Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman
Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike
Mr. D. E. Tillekeratne

Mr. B. Y .Tudawe

Mr. Neal de Alwis

. E. M. V. Naganathan
Mr. Festus Perera



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

. G. J. Paris Perera

Dr. N. M. Perera

. 5. D. Bandaranayake
Dr. A. Ratnapala

. R. P. Wijesiri

. M. Sivasithamparam

. Maithripala Senanayake
. R. G. Senanayake

. S. B. Herat.

-} ]

STANDING COMMITTEE “B

. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar
. George Abeyagoonasekera
. Sugathadasa Arambewala
. P. B. G. Kalugalla

. H. Kularatne

. Leslie Goonewardene

. Prins Gunasekera

. V. Dharmalingam

. S. M. Manickarajah

. C. N. Mathew

. D. B. Ranatunga

. S. B. Lenawa

. Percy Wickremasinghe
Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe

. D. B. Wijetunga

. P. B. A. Weerakoon

. T. Sivasithamparam

. 5. K. K. Suriarachchi

. Bernard Soysa

. T. B. M. Herath
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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“Bill to incorporate the Galle Muni-
cipal Staffs Benevolent Association ”
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and
ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing
Order No. 51 (4), to the Minister of Local
Government for report.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Amendments [15th July] to
Question—|[8th July].
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“That this House do present the
following Address to His Excellency the
Governor-General in reply to his Speech :

‘May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Members of the House of
Representatives, thank Your Excellency
for the Speech with which you have been
pleased to open Parliament. We assur®
Your Excellency that we shall give ouwp
attention to all matters placed before
us.’”—[Mr. Ranatunga.]
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“but inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Government has, in the past two Ses-
sions which cover half its permissible
term of office, pursued policies that
have—

(a) endangered the independence
and indivisibility of Ceylon ;
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(b) undermined the democratic
rights and liberties of the
people ;

(c) brought about a serious and
deep-going deterioration in the
economy and a sharp decline
in the standard of living of the
people ;

(d) made extensive concessions to
foreign and local vested inte-
rests at the expense of national
interests and the vital needs of
the people;

(e) been characterized by the abuse
of administrative power in
order to pursue vendettas
against political opponents and
to inflict vengeance upon pub-
lic employees; and

(f) failed to give effect and acted
contrary to many of the pro-
mises made during the General
Election of 1965, the subse-
quent Parliamentary by-elec-
tions, and in Your Excellency’s
Address to the first and second
Sessions of Parliament ;

and further, as the Address:

(1) reveals the political, economic and
moral bankruptey of the Govern-
ment and its complete inability
to formulate a comprehensive or
even coherent policy that can
take Ceylon and its people out
of the present morass of political
reaction, administrative paralysis
and economic decline;

(2) shows that the Government, what-
ever may be the cost to the legi-
timate interests of the peasantry
and other sections of the indige-
nous population, especially of the
Kandyan areas, is determined to
enforce the provisions of the
Indo-Ceylon Agreement (Imple-
mentation) Act that has aroused
succzlh misgiving and opposition ;
an

(3) indicates that the Government, des-
pite the widespread opposition
expressed by local authorities, in-
cluding those controlled by cons-
tituent political parties of the
Government, and by other politi-
cal parties representing minority
interests such as the All-Ceylon
Tamil Congress, is determined to
establish District Councils in res-
ponse to the insistent demand of
the Illankai Thamil Arasu Kach-
chi, which is the only political
party that insists on the estab-
lishment of such councils at the
present time ;
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and, in particular, as the Address:

(i) fails to propose any steps to bring

(ii)

(ii1)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vil)

(wviii)

(ix)

into effect a new Constitution
that will establish a truly inde-
pendent, sovereign and demo-
cratic Republic in which all
power will be derived from the
people ;

does not disclose any intention by

the Government to withdraw the
totally unjust State of Emer-
gency that existed for all but ten
days of the past Session and
which is being used for partisan
political purposes ;

does not even mention the acute

problems of unemployment and
the high prices and scarcities of
essential articles in everyday use,
let alone advance any proposals
to solve these problems ;

does not disclose any intention by

the Government to restore the
former rice ration or, despite the
boast of a record Maha harvest,
even to provide patients in hos-
pitals with adequate rice meals;

makes no reference to any inten-

tion by the Government to ease
the burdens on the peasantry,
through the abolition of irriga-
tion rates, the reduction of the
high acreage taxes levied from
allottees in peasant colonies, the
stopping of the present exploita-
tion of the peasants by the pri-
vate tractor owners, the reduc-
tion of the rates of interest on
loans from banks and other
lending institutions, and by other
measures ;

contains no proposals to ensure that

employees in the public and pri-
vate sectors are compensated for
the decline in their real wages
and salaries as a result of the
increased cost of living ;

while boasting of exporting fish

abroad, makes no reference to
any intention to see that consu-
mers in Ceylon are supplied with
an adequate quantity of fish at
reasonable prices or that the
many hardships of the fishermen
are ameliorated ;

shows no intention by the Govern-

ment to discontinue its present
policies which have brought mis-
fortune and ruin to large num-
bers of persons engaged in the
production of handloom textiles
and handicrafts ;

indicates that the industrial policy

of the Government is, at best, no
more than to continue or expand
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projects that originated at the
time of the previous Government
while in practice impeding the
progress and impairing the effi-
cient working of many existing
industrial ventures ;

(x) shows that the Government in-
tends to continue the hoax that
the alienation of thousands of
acres of State land to private
foreign and local capitalist inte-
rests to grow subsidiary food-
stuffs, the compulsory dragoon-
ing of thousands of school-
children to weed paddy lands,
the creation of a politically-moti-
vated ‘Land Army’, and the
boring reiteration over the Cey-
lon Broadcasting Corporation of
senseless jingles urging listeners
to grow more food, represents an
‘all-out effort’ to achieve sgelf-
sufficiency in food ;

(xi) indicates that the Government in
addition to the restrictions it has
already imposed on opportunities
for higher education, has not
changed its policy of making in-
roads into the scheme of Free
Education ;

(xii) reveals that the Government has
lost interest in the Nindagama
Lands Bill, about which it spoke
so eloquently at the time of the
Balangoda by-election ;

(xiii) does not disclose any intention to
grant political rights to public
employees ; and

(xiv) does not reveal any intention by
the Government to end the wide-

spread corruption that prevails,
particularly in high places ;

this House has no confidence in Your
Excellency’s Government.”—[Dr. N. M.
Perera].
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“but call on the Government to sus-
pend diplomatic and other relations bet-
ween Ceylon and Israel until such time
as the Government of Israel withdraws
its armed forces from the territories in
the U. A. R., Syria and Jordan which they
occupied by force after 4th June 1867.”
—I[Dr. N. M. Pereral].
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“but regret that, contrary to Your
Government’s profession that it has
‘sought to use every opportunity to pro-
mote a just and lasting solution of the
problem of Vietnam and will continue to
do so’, Your Government has in fact
failed to condemn the aggression of the
United States of America against South
and North Vietnam and to demand the
unconditional withdrawal of U. 5. armed
forces from Vietnam, which are essential
for a just and lasting solution of this
problem. ”—[Dr. N. M. Perera]. ;
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“but inasmuch as,

this Speech, which refers again to
numerous unfulfilled old pledges and
which Your Excellency was required to
read for the third time as well, is full of
repetitions ;

it is now abundantly clear that this
Government is unwilling to liberate the
country from the stranglehold of the
English language which has been the
primary cause of the greatest national
decline, class distinction and national
discord ;

Your Excellency’s present Government,
without mentioning even a word about the
official language question but purporting
ostrich-like, perhaps to indicate to the
people that there is no such problem and
that it has been solved successfully and
that the Act is being implemented, is
doing administrative work in the English
language, having thrown the Official Lan-
guage Act into the waste paper basket ;

the gradual change-over to Sinhala in
administrative work, brought about by the
previous Government has been abandoned
and action is taken to re-introduce English
into Government affairs ;

Your Excellency’s Government while
claiming that national education is
being imparted in the mother-tongue,
is not taking any steps to employ the
mother-tongue in the sphere of higher
education but is foresaking rural children
and poor, helpless urban children by

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

421
PR NHeT DRI

continuing the English medium in
medical, law, engineering and other
professional studies in the universities ;

in spite of there being an Act called the
Language of the Courts Act, No. 3 of 1961,
never was a single case heard or a single
judgement written in the official language
in any Magistrate’s Court, in any Court
of Requests, in any District Court, in any
Assize Court, in any Supreme Court, in
any Court of Criminal Appeal, in Ceylon,
but instead all judicial work is conducted
in an alien language, not understood by
the masses ;

while the existing system of justice,
the legal profession and many of its re-
lated conventions are totally alien to the
historical and cultural environment of this
country, Your Excellency’s present
Government, because of its attachment
and abject servility to the English mode
of life, as prevailing in England, is
attempting to shroud Mother Lanka with
the pig-tailed wig and other English legal
conventions, in its reluctance to effect any
change in this state of affairs;

even in the Labour Tribunals set up,
under the Industrial Disputes Act, for the
convenience of ordinary employees, the
proceedings, maintenance of records and
writing judgments are done not in the
Sinhala language, understood by the
workers of this country, but in the
mother-tongue of Her Majesty the Queen
of England ;

in the newly established corporations
too, even internal administration is not
conducted in the official language, but in
English, which is regarded by the Honour-
able Ministers of Your Excellency’s
Government, as their mother-tongue ;

instead of framing ourselves in our
own language our own Constitution which
should be the foundation of the economic,
cultural and spiritual freedoms of the
people born in this country, and which
should be the purest symbol of national
pride and sovereignty, preparations are
being m:ade to cut the corners, snip the
edges, piece together and thereby patch
up the Soulbury Constitution which is an
English crown of thorns hastily and
secretly put together and placed on our
heads by the white sahibs who handed
over this country to the black sahibs ;

the various forms of corruption, moral
degeneration, political vindietiveness,
nepotism, injustice, inequity and irratio-
nality which have spread throughout the
length and breadth of the land and in
every nook and corner of society since
Your Excellency’s Government came into
power, have paved the way, for the
perversion and distortion of moral pre-
cepts and practices, the philosophy of
life, the aesthetic sensibility, and the

moral virtues of our futuﬂs% iﬂ%%g%g/ (i)%%ﬁ dm E
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we express our displeasure and deep
regret in regard to the alarming,
arrogant and destructive aspect of Your
Excellency’s Government.”—[Dr. N. M.
Pereral].
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Question again proposed, “ That those
words be there added.”
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(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—Parliament-
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(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—Kambu-
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Please allow the hon. Member who
is on his feet to continue his speech.

If hon. Members do not interrupt, his
speech would be shorter.
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(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

But not the Hon. Minister of
Labour, Employment and Housing.

c&in®d ¢ Cw.

(2@t pswws 6l

(Mr. Mohamed Ali)

He is also for the Arabs. He

attended a special prayer at the
Gampola Mosque and prayed for the
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Arabs. I think my hon. Friend is not
aware of that. The only thing the
Hon. Minister has not done is to make
a public statement. In this country
all the Muslims are for the Arabs.

coRemDbw &. 90. 8. masnHsY
(& gd)

(QLr&Lii m. orth. 6. BTEETHH—BH
Qi)

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

It is a very dastardly attack on the

Hon. Minister. He is not for the
Israelites—

o@h»®D & .

(ea@Lt (psibios 2yetl)

(Mr. Mohamed Ali)
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(&q5. Qaariner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Who are the Ministers you have in
mind ? Name them.

¢ owmRBen BOVINB Do,
(8. 1y QFrisr @ ploui e )
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
There are no Ministers now.

e gf .
(@)L apaibiog 2efl)
(Mr. Mohamed Ali)

They can read it in HANSARD Or
hear about it from Members who
listened to my speech.—
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is
suspended till 2 .M. On resumption
the Hon. Deputy Chairman of Com-
mittees will take the Chair.

89 S0 ¢mWCD MmOIMmEDD g BRI
CE & n 20 Wdm win BowdEn wwmsSH
Do [0 B fu8d, R.3.8] wwmsBY
DewsyY ZNOW =W O EL

@sarug. onie) Anusea 2 wallems @ Km s
SOUULE, BemBd rouambn.  Gussaier 2u
s s@rrsent [Lfoner m@s uits, 9. 1. F.] s%veaLo
SIEB@E)T.

Sitting accordingly suspended  till
2 p.M. and then resumed, MRr. DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [SIR RAZIK
FareeDp, O.B.E.], in the Chair.
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(8@ Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of State has just given
us an impassioned lecture on
Buddhism, the Buddhist virtues
and what he considers to be the
Buddhist code of conduct. I do not
intend to discuss all these matters,
nor do I consider myself competent
to do so. All I can say is that I
deeply regret that so much eloquence
should have been wasted on a
Throne Speech which is so signifi-
cantly lacking in the very virtues
which the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary extolled. The other matters to
which the hon. Parliamentary Sec-
retary referred, namely, the more
mundane matters such as food short-
ages and the iniquitous 12 per cent.
" charge from peasants in the matter
of Government loans, I shall deal
with at the appropriate stage of my
speech.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, as time is
limited, I shall confine my remarks
to the first and second Opposition
amendments. And even in the matter
of the first amendment I shall only
deal with one or two main questions
that are referred to in that omnibus
amendment.

First of all, T should like to say
a few words about our second amend-
ment. You will see that our second
amendment “ecalls on the Govern-
ment to suspend diplomatic and other
relations between Ceylon and Israel
until such time as the Government

~ of Israel withdraws its armed forces

from the territories in the U.A.R.,
Syria and Jordan which they occu-
pied by force after 4th June 1967.”

B3ecsd &5y I VedDEH
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I do not think there is any point
in a lengthy analysis of the causes
and results of the recent War in the
Middle East. There is no doubt
whatsoever in the mind of any im-
partial person that Israel was the
aggressor who started this war. In
fact, Israel itself does not pretend
otherwise. It does not hide the fact
that it struck the first, sudden, trea-
cherous blow. Israel’s leaders boast
about, and gloat over, this revolting
fact. The United Nations has now
imposed a tenuous ceasefire. But as
a result of its aggression Israeli
troops continue to occupy territories
in the U.AR., Jordan and Syria that
are four times the size of Israel it-
self. The Israeli Foreign Minister,
Mr. Eban, has arrogantly declared
that even if all the member-states
of the United Nations call upon
Israel to withdraw from the territo-
ries that it has occupied by force,
Israel will not do so. Israel con-
tinues to defy even the Resolution on -
Jerusalem that was adopted by the
United Nations with the required
two-thirds majority of votes.

In view of all this, the question
arises, what should and can we, that
is, the Government and the people
of Ceylon, do in such a situation ?
We of the Opposition have made a
concrete proposal to the Government
in our second amendment.

We are glad, Sir, that at the recent
special emergency session of the
United Nations General Assembly
the Government adopted the position
that the Opposition urged it to take
up, and supported a resolution de-
manding that Israel should uncondi-
tionally withdraw its armed forces
to the June 4th armistice line.

Of course, the Government lacked
the courage to call Israel the
aggressor. I remember the present
Prime Minister, when he was Leader
of the Opposition, declaring proudly
that the United National Party was
never afraid to brand anybody as an
aggressor if they felt that that was
the case. He branded China as an
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aggressor and the U.S.S.R. as an ag-
gressor and a number of other simi-
lar countries too. But in the matter
of the Israeli-Arab conflict, we do not
know from the Government who the
aggressor is. Apparently, since they
changed sides in this House they have
lost the capacity to detect an aggres-
sor. Anyway, I do not know how
they can call on Israel to withdraw
from the territories they have occu-
pied by force and yet say that Israel
is not the aggressor. Nevertheless, I
am not going into that argument be-
cause we do not intend in this matter
to try and score points off the Govern-
ment. We are trying to urge a certain
course of action bilaterally on behalf
of both sides of this House, so that
Ceylon can give such meral and poli-
tical support as is possible to the Arab
nations in the plight in which they
are today as a result of the Israeli
aggression.

As the voting at the United Nations
showed, although the resolution de-
manding the unconditional withdra-
wal of Israeli armed forces to the
June 4th armistice line did not
get a two-thirds majority, it
nevertheless commanded the support
of the majority of the member
states of the United Nations. In
other words, the opinion of a vast
majority of  states, including
apparently the opinion of the Gov-
ernment of Ceylon, is that Israel’s
armed forces should vacate the
territory of the Arab states occupied
by them before any other questions
of a settlement of the Middle-East
problem can be considered. We
agree with that position. In fact,
Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke who
was then acting as Leader of the
S.LLF.P., and Dr. Colvin R. de Silva
and myself addressed a letter to the
Hon. Prime Minister before he went
abroad asking him to instruct our
representative in the United Nations
to take up such a position, and we
are glad that the Hon. Prime
Minister did take up that position.

But our responsibility to act in
this matter does not cease merely
because a resolution which we
supported in the United Nations did
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not get the necessary two-thirds
majority. The resolution we
supported was sabotaged by the
United States of America. But it is
wrong to think that we have done
our duty and there is no more that
we or countries like ours can do in
this situation. It would be wrong
to think that this is a matter in
which only the United Nations and
the big powers can act. It is the
duty of countries which belong to
the so-called Third World to do
whatever is possible to assist the
Arab nations in their plight and to
see that Israel does not profit from
its aggression. It is particularly
necessary for all states which
supported the resolution in tha
United Nations calling upon Israel
to withdraw to the June 4th armis-
tice lines to take whatever concrete
action lies in their power, both
individually and collectively, to
bring pressure to bear on the
Government of Israel to vacate its
aggression and to withdraw its
armed forces.

If this Government is serious and
sincere about what it spoke and
voted for in the United Nations
General Assembly, then it should
follow this up with the suspension of
all relations with Israel until that
Government bows to world opinion
and vacates its aggression.

This action on our part can serve
as an example to other governments.
That is why we of the Opposition ask
the Government to take such a
course of action. We do not
lightly call for the suspension of
diplomatic relations with other
nations. We know that this is a
serious matter. But in this case,
where there has been a serious
aggression by Israel against friendly
Arab States, an aggression designed
to further the aims of Anglo-
American imperialism, to suppress
the national liberation movement in
the Arab countries and to continue
keeping the Arab world as an area
of exploitation of foreign oil monopo-
lies, when such a situation exists,
then there is need for us fearlessly
to take the step of suspending all
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relations between Ceylon and Israel

until Israel is prepared to bow to
world opinion.

AT, @d. wwed A ndsnwn .
(6co®@eas)

(;@@ GTLIe DY~ L_WIGW LIGOTL_IT T [5IT Ui &5—
@#{!TLE)QLI)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

And until Mr. A. C. S. Hameed
goes as our representative to that
country !

& 8. ¢l. Sded DS Bw. (ccHBIFO)

(8@ . & yi. F1Csrbsr—0sECur
sipp)

(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera—Dehiowita)

Hope it is not Mr. Ameer.

SNy D,

('Q@ G?éEGﬁTLDGﬁT)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Israel has done things to deserve
even that misfortune being inflicted
on it!

The need for action such as we
propose is both general and specific.
In general Israel must not be
allowed to profit either territorially
or otherwise from her aggression.
It is within our power to take this
step. Let us do so.

Secondly, it is in our own interests
that a just and stable situation should
prevail in the Middle-East, and this
can only be brought about if the
Government of Israel is taught that
it should cease to act as a gendarme
of Anglo-American imperialism in
the Middle-East.

The continued closure of the Suez
Canal is a case in point. Our econo-
mic position is undoubtedly affected
and will be affected more in the
future with the increase in freight
rates and the re-routing of ships
round the Cape as a result of the
closure of the Suez Canal.
can we reasonably expect the U.A.R.
Government to re-open the Suez

Bewldm 0535 @eRDE®

But how

520
B ewldznd EEAe Fhgw

Canal as long as Israeli troops are
allowed to continue to occupy
U.A.R. territory along one side of
this canal ?

I see that certain of our news-
papers are appealing to the Govern-
ment of the U.A.R. tc open the Suez
Canal. They should demand that the
Government of Israel get out of
U.A.R. territory and restore the
sovereign rights of the Government
of the U.A.R. over the Suez Canal.

It is for all these reasons that we
ask the House to adopt, and the
Government to act upon, the second
amendment and to suspend diplo-
matic and other relations between
Ceylon and Israel until such time as
the Government of Israel with-
draws its armed forces to the
4th of June 1967 armistice lines.
We ask Members on the other side
of the House to join us in this matter.
We have deliberately not made this
a party matter or a matter of con-
fidence.

ofes. qul. Qwed A sy e,
(Bp eris. i L wew LT TrpTwEGs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Especially the hon. Second Mem-
ber for Akurana and the Hon. Mini-

ter of Labour, Employment and
Housing.

CWBYYBY e,

(‘Q@ Gl arLoeor )
(Mr. Keuneman)

We have our differences with the
Hon. Minister of Labour, Employ-
ment and Housing over his attitude
to the whole Arab world. But I am
glad to see that some back-benchers
of the Government, including you,
Sir, expressed in a forthright manner
their support for the Arab countries.

ofes’. d. Awed AT Wdsnwm .
(Bm Grlr. Qi Lwev LIGTLTTFTLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Let us have a Jehad.
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We would like this amendment of
ours to be carried as a bi-partisan
matter. Incidentally, the Govern-
ment is appealing to us for our
co-operation. We appeal to them for
their co-operation on this amend-
ment.

Having dealt with the second
amendment, let me spend a few
moments on our first and main
amendment.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, it is not un-
common for Governments in this
country to run out of gas in mid-
term. But this Government is more
truly, firmly and permanently stuck
in the mud than any of its predeces-
sors. This unfortunate fact is most
strikingly illustrated in the empty
and incoherent Throne Speech that
we had to listen to this year.

Even the friends of the Govern-
ment, the monopoly press, have not
been able to hide their alarm and
dismay over this apology for a
Throne Speech. All of them have
asked how they can appeal to the
people to have confidence in the
Government when the Government
makes it so obvious that it has no
confidence in itself.

ofd. ¢l Awed AT Méohwem .
(By- oris. oy Lwe LT T pTLiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

They are having their afternoon
nap.

ST LY s,

(8- Qaerier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Some of them have even told the
Government bluntly that it is on its

way out unless it can do better than
this.

eCHW € 9B @wn.
(‘@@ Glaven el @e‘obfemff"ﬁm)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

It looks as if it has already gone
out.
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(D Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I notice that most of the Gov-
ernment have no interest in this
Throne Speech. If the Government
has no interest in its own Speech,
how on earth can it ask us to be
interested in it ? We are only inte-
rested in the catastrophe that faces
the country as a result of the policy
of the hon. Gentlemen opposite.

The present Throne Speech is like
one of the Government’s co-operative
stores. As they have nothing sub-
stantial to offer to the people, all that
they can scrape from the bottom of
the empty bag is put on display on
the counter.

ofd’. el Ve AT wdsnam S
(Blap. erii. oy, Lwew LewTLrrpTLEGS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The sweepings.

SDDYBY Sca.

(‘9@ @dsGaTmGST)
(Mr. Keuneman)

All the sweepings are put on dis-
play. Some are rotten, some smell
to high heaven, some are illusions.
Whatever they can sweep up is put
on the counter in case there is a
sucker who is prepared to buy. May
I say that the number of suckers has
got less and less. The number of
customers for these shoddy goods is
small indeed. There will be no
polima for these goods.

The question to be asked is not
whether this has happened. It is
obvious that it has happened. The
Government has got itself stuck in
the mud. But why has it happened ?
Why is the Government unable to
propose any solution whatsoever
which makes sense to the people ?

Half the Government’s term of
office is over. It is now half-time in
their game. In the first half, we
scored all the goals. They even
kicked the ball into their own goal
a few times. Now they have gone out
to suck lemons during the interval.
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Half their term of office is over, but
this Government has no past achieve-

ments to boast of and no future to
speak about !

Compare the situation today even
with what existed in April 1965 when
this Government was formed. You
will recall, Sir, that in the 1965
Throne Speech this Government des-
cribed what it called “the grave eco-
nomic situation which faces the
country today.” That was their
phrase. They promised to change that
situation, that “grave economic
situation ”.

Let us see what has happened to
this promise to change “the grave
economic situation.” I do not want
to go into this in considerable detail
because the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) men-
tioned the broad, salient points.

This is what the Governor-General
said on 9th April, 1965.

“My Government proposes to accele-
rate the pace of development in both
the Public and the Private sectors.”’—
[OFriciAL REPORT, 9th April 1965; Vol.
60, c. 98-99.]

We all heard the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota reading out extracts
from the Report of the Central Bank
for the year 1966. The gross national
product per capita registered minuses
both in 1965 and 1966. In other
words, there was no economic growth
but only economic decline for the
entire period of this Government’s
term of office. That is what
happened to the Government’s pro-
posal “ to accelerate the pace of deve-
lopment in both the public and the
private sectors.” Yes, Sir, they are
accelerating the pace but they are
running on the reverse gear.

Our amendment draws attention to
the fact that this Throne Speech does
not even mention the two most burn-
ing economic problems of the people
today, firstly, unemployment and,
secondly, high prices and scarcities
of essential goods, particularly food-
stuffs. These are the most urgent,

Bewldm 0535 eTDEw
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the most burning problems. These

are the problems everybody talks
about. But my hon. Friends do not
even mention these problems in their
third Throne Speech. It is one thing
for them to say they have no solu-
tions. That we know ; that would
not surprise anybody at all. But
why is it that they cannot even men-
tion that these problems exist ? Have
these problems suddenly disap-
peared ? Or is it that, like Nelson
who put a telescope to his blind eye,
or like the Americans who try to
pretend that China does not exist,
the Government wants to pretend
that there is no such thing as un-
employment, that there is no such
thing as high prices and that there is
no such thing as a shortage of essen-
tial goods ?

They did not always speak like
this. This is what the Government
said in its Throne Speech in 1965.

“Unemployment has reached massive
proportions while the cost of living is
ever rising. My Government intends to
take resolute steps to meet these difficul-
ties and to set the country on the road
to progress. ”—[OFFICIAL REePoORrT, 9th
April 1965; Vol. 60, c. 98.]

Two and a half years have passed.
What are the results of these reso-
lute steps” ? Let us take the ques-
tion of unemployment first. Here I
am going on the Government’s own
statistics. I invite the Members of
the Government to look at Table 44
of the Central Bank Report for 1966.
The number of unemployed regis-
trants at employment exchanges at
the end of 1964 is given as 165,456.
That constitutes an increase of 7 per
cent over the number of registrants
during the previous year. That was
the end of the year in which the Coa-
lition Government fell. @ What was
the position at the end of 1965 after.
the “ resolute steps” of the Govern-
ment to end unemployment ? The
number of unemployed registered at
exchanges had risen from 165,456 to
199,655—an increase of 20 per cent.
over the previous year.
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(B ers. oy 1_wiow LIGT LT T [T U1 & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
They were resolutely unemployed.

WS Seso.

(8. Oserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What was the position at the end
of 1966 after the “resolute steps ”
continued ? The number of regis-
tered unemployed had risen from
199,655 to 238,462, or a further in-
crease of 19 per cent. In other words,
an increase of 39 per cent. in the
number of registered unemployed is
the result of the “resolute steps ”
that were taken by this Government
to check unemployment.

Even the Central Bank admits that
this figure of unemployed registrants
at employment exchanges does not
reflect the true figure of unemploy-
ment. According to the 1963 Survey
of Consumer Finances, there were
about 4.8 lakhs of unemployed.
Today, the figure, according to the
last survey, is between 6 and 7 lakhs.

very recent survey of the Central
Bank says that by 1971 we will have
one million persons unemployed in
this country. In other words, about
one out of every 5 of the potential
work force will be unemployed. This
is the real position in regard to
unemployment.

My hon. Friends do not recognize
the fact that this exists. What have
they done during the last two years to
provide employment.—[Interrup-
tion]. Yes, at every by-election they
take a long list of young people and
say they will give them jobs if they
vote for the U. N. P, Now, let the
young people know what the Govern-
ment has done. Again, Sir, I am re-
lying on their own sources,

At page 140 of the Central Bank
Report for 1966 you will find the
number of persons registered as un-
employed at the exchange who were
actually found employment by the
Government. In 1965, out of the
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199,655 people registered as unem-
ployed, the number found employ-
ment was 7,129. The figure for 1966
is even less. In 1966, out of the
238,462 people registered at ex-
changes, 6,856 were found jobs.

Of course, there has been a certain
amount of feather-bedding. Without
going through the employment ex-
changes certain U. N. P. supporters
were given temporary jobs in the
C. T. B. So much so that we now have
16 persons to work one bus which does
not even run on the road! If we take
all these people together into account,
the figure will "amount only to a
couple of thousands. This is the total
performance of the National Govern-
ment over the last two and half years
on the more vital question in the
country that of employment.

You talk about the youth. The majo-
rity of the unemployed are young
people. Yet you pretend that there is
no such thing as unemployed.

I do not want to waste time on the
Government’s responsibility for food
shortages and high prices. The hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min-
ister of State admitted this, but said
it was due to the recent Middle East
war.—[Interruption]. My hon. Friend
has not only lost his sense of balance
but also his sense of time. The rice
ration was cut long before 4th June
1967. Maybe the Government antici-
pated Israel’s aggresion. They must
have had prior knowledge from Gene-
ral Dayan that he was going to
commit this aggression.

Is it due to the Middle East war
that we do not have enough mun-ata
to feed a pigeon, as the Hon. Min-
ister of Labour says? Is that the
reason ? Even when you try to defend
yourselves, do not be ridiculous, do
not insult the intelligence of the
people of this country !

Other hon. Members have already
pointed out that the situation in re-
gard to the cost of living and scarei-
ties has gone from bad to worse
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during the last two-and-a-half years.
But my hon. Friends try to make out
that this is entirely due to external
causes : to the war in Vietnam, the
war in the Middle East, and alleged
shortages of rice throughout the
world.

Incidentally, I do not know how my
Hon. Friend the Prime Minister could
have pretended that it was an inter-
national rice shortage which forced
him to cut the rice ration. If you read
the Central Bank Report you will see
that it explains in great detail why
the Government cut the rice ration.
There is no mention whatsoever of
the alleged international rice shor-
tage. They mention difficulties in re-
gard to external balances, foreign ex-
change, inflation and what they pro-
mised the World Bank. The truth is
told there ; but grandmother’s tales
are trotted out here ! The same Prime
Minister who sent his Minister of

1 Food to Burma and Thailand and

could not find a grain of rice there,
recently lend Rs. 5 million to the
Maldives. For what purpose ? So that
they can buy rice from Burma, which
does not have a grain of rice to sell
us. We are not against that small
country the Maldives. If you have
money to spare, help them. If they
have no rice, help them. But do not
try to deceive |the people of this
country with this type of story.

Do not listen to what we say on this
side of the House ; listen to what the
Central Bank says and you will realize
that the high prices and shortages are
not solely due to external problems
beyond the control of the Govern-
ment. I refer you again to page 136 of
the Central Bank Report for 1966. It
compares the price position of 1966
with that of 1965. I quote :

“ Within the food group significant in-
creases in prices were recorded against
wheat flour, tea dust, milk food, condi-
ments, spices, onions, potatoes, vegetables,
beef, mutton and dried fish. The items that
experienced a decline in prices were fresh
fish—

Bewl B OsI%5) eFDEH

928
8 cwdsnd B8EAg Sgw

Incidentally, I do not know where the
Central Bank buys its fresh fish; I
should like to buy my fish there for I
have not experienced a decline in the
prices of fresh fish.

“__putter and cheese.”

Even the hon. Member for Agalawatta
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva), who is a
consumer of butter and cheese, is sur-
prised to know that the prices of
butter and cheese have gone down.
Anyhow, the Central Bank Report
says that on the butter and cheese
front the Government is doing well
and that it is only on the rice, con-
diments, milk food, vegetables and
other fronts that they are doing very
badly.

I continue to quafe :

“During the year 1966 there were
periodic scarcities In some common
consumer goods—

I like the delicate way these people
phrase things !

“ During the year 1966 there were perio-
dic scarcities in some common consumer
goods such as chillies, onions, corriander,
milk powder, and consequent sharp in-
creases in their open market prices. These
scarcities were not always the result of
decreased imports,

In fact there was a substantial
increase in the imports of items such as
fish products, grams and pulses,

chillies and other currystuffs. Even in
milk products of which there were
acute shortages at times, the quantity
imported in 1966 was slightly more than
that in 1965.”

Then it comes to the majestic
conclusion :

an even

“This would mean that
was nof

distribution of foodstuffs
achieved during the year.”

In other words, to put it bluntly,
this Government has mucked up the
distribution in the interests of the
profiteers ! I put in plain language
what they try to say in Aesopian
language. What did you do? You
are responsible for this! Nine-
tenths of this situation is entirely
due to the policies of the Govern-
ment. Even your own Central Bank

T

o P—
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.admits it.
Government feels that discretion is
the better part of policy and omits
.any reference to these problems in
the Throne Speech !

FPFYDCD@EE DN :
No wonder that this

The Government has added to the
increase in the cost of living by
many of its actions. Its cut in the
rice ration has added to the problems
of the average family. The average
family, as I pointed out earlier, has
to find seventeen rupees more a
month in order to buy the same
amount of rice it bought only as
late as November last year.

Even the Government’s boast that
‘the cut in the rice ration will benefit
the peasantry through high prices
for their paddy has not materialized.
‘Here again, Sir, I quote the Central
Bank Report of 1966, page 7 :

“There was a substantial increase in
the open market price of paddy, and a

darge increase in sales of flour
immediately after the introduction of
this change, "—

That is to say, the cut in the rice
ration.

—“but with the harvesting of the Maha
crop the open market price of paddy
should stabilise at or around the
Guaranteed price.”

The experience of Members from
agricultural areas is that this is
‘what is happening, that the antici-
pation of the Central Bank has
materialized. In many areas today
the producer is not even getting the
twelve rupees per bushel for his
paddy that he got under the
Guaranteed Price Scheme. I shall
deal with this matter a little more
extensively when I come to the
so-called food prices.

What I want to point out here is
that it is not only the wurban
employee who has been hit in the
stomach by the cut in the rice ration.
The peasant too has not got the
extra income that the Prime Minister
promised, and like everyone else he
too has to pay more for imported and
locally manufactured goods.

4——30 5174 (677
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Sir, even if this Government can-
not do anything effective to reduce
the prices of imported goods, why
on earth cannot it do something
positive to reduce and fix the retail
prices and improve the quality of
the large variety of goods that are
now manufactured locally, thanks to
the policy of the previous
Government ?

These private manufacturers enjoy
near monopoly conditions. They
have been granted a five-year tax
holiday. Why should they also be
allowed to fleece the public and
derive profits of between 300 and 400
per cent on the manufacture of arti-
ficial textiles, food and confectionery
items, drugs, building materials,
domestic equipment, electrical goods
and so on ? Everybody knows this.
It is no secret that they are making
between 200 and 400 per cent. profits.
Is it not possible to do anything to
stop this? There is not the
slightest indication that the Govern-
ment intends to put a stop to this
scandalous profiteering by persons
who are already making big money,
thanks to the policies of the
Government ?

Sir, the other parts of the econo-
mic picture are no better. There is
no need to continue this sad story.
We shall go into it more deeply
when the Budget is debated.

The past two and a half years have
been years of economic deterioration
and decline and all-round impove-
rishment to the people. Government
policies have contributed substan-
tially to this situation.

As far as remedies are concerned,
there is a noticeable shift of
emphasis in the third Throne
Speech. No longer is there the
optimism about massive economic
aid from their imperialist friends
abroad which was such a striking
feature of their first two Throne

Speeches. This is what they said in
1966—1 quote from the Throne
Speech :

“My Government will make every
endeavour to increase the flow and the
utilization of external assistance
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consistent with the policy of non-align-

ment in 1e:»a:terr_ml affairs. ”—[OFFICIAL
ReporT, 9th April 18965; Vol. 60, c. 99]

And this is what they said in 1966 :

“With the generous assistance of the
International Monetary Fund, the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and
Development and Commonwealth and
other countries, My Government has
succeeded "—

“has succeeded ”, mind you,

—“in mobilizing substantial external
resources in support of its economic
programme. "—[OrriciaL.  ReporT, 8th

July 1966 ; Vol. 67, c. 34]

afes. @l @we D NhosNeD S,
(Bl ori- opi- L wew LiadTL T FTLISS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

And what happened ?

SHBTEY Desn.
(Baw. COserisr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What happened ? Something went
wrong, and the Central Bank Report
for 1966, page 106, tells us what
happened. It tells us, for instance,
that in 1965-66 only Rs. 153.9 million
in foreign finance for capital expen-
diture was received from abroad. Of
course, the position for 1966-67 is not
disclosed ; undoubtedly it will be dis-
closed by the Finance Minister in his
Budget Speech. But we know that
it was worse than the position in the
previous year. These Gentlemen who
boasted that they were going to get
Rs. 1,350 million from their Ameri-
can friends in the first year, did not
even get the Rs. 500 million that their
so-called consortium chums actually
promised them in the first two years.

Just look at this report in the
“ Daily Mirror ” of 16th June 1967. 1
do not normally pay much attention
to the “ Daily Mirror” but it quotes
no less a person than Dr. Gamani
Corea who is a serious person as far
as these matters are concerned.

Bewidn 9535 eBDC®H
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(@oEdsy o)
(soor B Qarovdler . 13 Aewewr—

:Qfﬁ'm@{é'rﬁ)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Agalawatta)

He is sometimes quoted in the:

comic press also.

DBy s

({5}@ Gesmrmaﬁr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

This is the “ Daily Mirror ” of 16th

June 1967, and the heading is “ Not

a Dollar for Several Months”. It
says :

“Foreign aid is at a standstill.

Not a dollar has flown into the-
country "—
I suppose it is being flown! The

N

“ Daily Mirror ” is erratic even in its

grammar.

“Not a dollar has flown
country for the last several months. "—

artnde eam@BaY @l ¢ BES
(seor G Qarevdiler 2. 4. Pevour )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It comes by air, you see !

eSS HY .
(8w Qsarwer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

“The aid that has come in, still re—
mains at the figure of Rs. 235 million
yet r

Again, T am not responsible for the

grammar ; I am reading it exactly as
it is here.

—“and this is only about half of which
that was promised by the consortium
since this Government came into power.”
—[Interruption].

I do not think Dr. Gamani Corea is

responsible for the grammar.

“ According to a spokesman of the
Ministry of Planning and Economic
Affairs, no definite decision has been
taken at the last Aid meeting held at
Tokyo with regard to the quantum of aid
to Ceylon for this year.

Dr. Gamani Corea, "—

into the:

ST TR T e L e e D

Ao S e | bl et a L aamet . [
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The source of this information is
disclosed at last.

—“Permanent Secretary to the Min-
istry of Planning and Economic Affairs
told the ‘“parLy MIRROR” yesterday
that an agreement had still to be signed
with regard to the foreign aid for 1967.”

This is on 16th June. Half the year
has passed and they have not signed
the agreement yet! To continue:

—“ Meanwhile, the aid-giving nations
which pledged to tide us over during the
difficult period by giving aid to the tune
of Rs. 250 million each year for 1965 and
1966 has yet kept only half the promise.

The countries that have defaulted so far
are the United States, Federal Republic
of Germany and the United Kingdom.

Now there is speculation as to whether
any assistance would come at all during
this year.”

I do not think there is any neces-
sity to speculate ; the situation seems
to be quite clear.

For two years the Government held
out the prospect of a rescue operation
from the aid they would receive from
their imperialist masters in order to
develop this country. In order to get
this aid they made extensive conces-
sions to the foreign capitalists : They
over-compensated the American and
British o0il companies. They gave
huge concessions to the foreign capi-
talists in their various Budgets. They
cut the rice ration. And what has
happened ? What have you got for
it? You have sold the country and
you have not got anything for it.

GCoRCT B Lom.

(8m. Qamasrgar)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Get out !

ST BY s,

( B Q&mma‘&r)
(Mr. Keuneman)

My Hon. Friend, the Minister of
State, justified this wvast betrayal,
these generous concessions to the
foreign capitalists, on the ground that
we must give a rupee to get back ten
dollars. You gave them dollars and
vou did not even get back a rupee !
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ASsND ctnBum Sw. (cmen omed)
(8. Guie
Csp®)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

The Korean boom has ended in the
—[Interruption].

@mmhsrwr-@&;r@fhz_f‘&

CDBHSLY .

( ﬁ@ Q& Gar LoGdT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

There is not a word in their third
Throne Speech on foreign aid—not
even thanks to their imperialist bene-
factors for the few crumbs thrown
their way. The myth of imperia-
list aid has  suddenly
appeared. This saviour has gone.
This bubble has burst. It has burst
leaving behind only a bad smell and
the people who blew the dirty air
into the bubble.

In this Throne Speech we have
two new saviours. One is tourism
and the other is the food drive.
These are the two main items of the
current  Throne  Speech. The
Government will save us and the
economy through tourism and the
food drive!

Please excuse me if I concentrate
on these two fallacies for the rest of
of my speech. I have spent a lot of
time during the last two years de-
bunking the fallacy about imperia-
list aid.

I have been proved correct.

with its talk about tourism and the
food drive.

Tourism now occupies such a
major part in the Government’s
economic calculations that the Hon.
Prime Minister, in his spech while
opening the re-converted resthouse
at Hikkaduwa, spoke of it as a possi-
ble substitute for tea as a foreign
exchange earner. What the Govern-
ment loses on the tea
seeks to make up on the tourist
roundabout. I am not going to de-

bate such economic drivel. I do not |

The |
Government now seeks to lead the |
people up two other garden paths |

swings, it |

dis-
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know why the Hon. Prime Minister
has been taken in by this nonsense.
He ought to know better. The
Government have become tourists in
reverse. The Ministers can teach our
people about tourism from the way
they globe-trot around the world.
We do not need to get anybody from
the United Nations to teach wus
about tourism. Our Ministers are
experts enough !

S esB @ S5y & d. € H& 2
(ﬁsunrﬁﬁ G & a6 eir %r}'_ 9. Aeveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

They are very clever tourists.

CITHY Ceh.

(B Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I shall deal with the whole ques-
tion of tourism when the relevant
Votes are taken up during the
Budget Debate. Under the present
dispensation, tourism has become
not a salvation for this country’s
economic woes but a racketeers’
paradise. I use the words
“ racketeers’ paradise ” deliberately.

- All the rest-houses that are
~ making profits were handed over to
the private sector. Very few Cey-
lonese can now afford to go to
~ Hikkaduwa and see the coral
~ gardens and the fish. In Mt. Lavinia,
' the Municipal Council protested
against the attempt to prevent the
residents of the area from the use
of their own beach. Ceylonese are
debarred from the beauty spots of
their own country, under present
- tourist policy.

Secondly, foreign exchange has
been released for jaunts abroad
ostensibly to pursue tourism, and for
buying-sprees for hotel equipment.
Foreign exchange rackets are going
on and no attempt has been made to
" introduce a Bill even to close the
loopholes in regard to racketeering
~ in foreign exchange.

The last Government built facto-
ries. This Government is going to
build hotels. That is going’te be'their

Bewidm 535 SedCw
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monument. All these things have
been done in order to attract
tourists.

I will sum up what I have to say
in just one example. Recently I
read a speech by the new chairman
of the Tourist Board. He admitted
that “we are all amateurs on the
Board.” It is extraordinary that
tourism, which is going to replace
tea as a foreign-exchange earner, has
been given over to people who are
self-confessed “ amateurs”.

These self-confessed amateurs say
that all the millions spent on
tourist expansion is for one purpose.
They have a plan. They want to
have a hundred thousand tourists by
1971. This is their aim and perspec-
tive. I do not know why or how they
settled on 1971 but they are going to
have 100,000 tourists by 1971. That
is their aim. If that is their aim,
there is no need to spend one cent
on building new hotels. The exist-
ing beds available in our hotels, rest-
houses and guest houses are enough
to accommodate that number of
tourists today, if used to full capa-
city. The real problem is, “ Why are
you not getting the tourists to fill the
available beds” and not, “ Why are
you building new hotels ?”

Now, Sir, Mr. Jayewardene said
that at the moment there are 1,567
beds for tourists in the hotels, rest-
houses and guest houses of this coun-
try. If the Minister examines the
position, he will find that the present
1,567 beds are sufficient to accomo-
date 109,500 tourists at five days’
occupancy each. I ask him to deny
that.

Sir, Bangkok with only 1,688
hotel beds accommodated 230,000
tourists. So, what is all this money
spent for? The Government is
helping to fatten racketeers and
people with hidden wealth. It is not
helping the tourist trade or even
finding a substitute for tea as a
foreign exchange earner.

The biggest hoax of all is the
so-called “food drive”. I want first
of alltorremind the country and this
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House that this so-called food drive
is nothing new. We had the same
story in the two previous Throne
Speeches

Take the production of paddy.
What were the quantities produced
in the last three years of the
previous Government ? Again, my
source, Sir, is the Central Bank
Report of 1966, page 36. In 1962,
48.1 million bushels of paddy were
produced. In 1963, 49.2 million
bushels of paddy were produced. In
1964, 50.2 million bushels of paddy
were produced. Those are the
production  figures under the
previous Government when there
was no talk about a food drive.

Now, Sir, the U.N.P.-F.P. Govern-
ment felt this was not enough. So,
in the first Throne Speech of this
Parliament, in 1965, this is what they
said :

“ My Government proposes to
strengthen Ceylon’s external payments
position, particularly by a vigorous effort
in the field of domestic agriculture so as

to reduce the present heavy dependence
on imports.”

They also promised to abolish
the antiquated system of Nindagam,
to “ prepare schemes to assist ‘ande’
cultivators to own the lands they
cultivate ”, and so on and so forth.
These were measures which would
have undoubtedly helped paddy
production, but which never materia-
lized. But they were referred to
from time to time at by-elections.

I do not know why they have not
thought of re-introducing the
Nindagam Bill before the Pelmadulla
by-election.

@rEnde e 8 @B, ¢ BED
(sarflg Qsredlsr oy, g Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You cannot take
Molamure lands.

over the

SDBTHY Desm.
(ﬁ@* @‘assa"rm@})
(Mr. Keuneman)

If there is one place where the
Nindagam Bill applies, it is in the
Pelmadulla area, and we invite the
5——oB 5174 (67[7)
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Government before the Pelmadulla

by-election to re-introduce the Bill,

pass it into law and take over the
nindagam lands of the “ ninda-nathi
nonas ”.

@rds amc 8sy @l ¢ 8IS
(aaﬁn"gﬁ‘@ Gareveller YT, 9. fevaur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Hand over the Sita Seneviratne
lands to the peasants.

S e

( {@@-. G}ammsér)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I do not want to mention names.

&a@s:‘jc@ Cro M G2 q!ag. € B8
(sar flE Qarevdier gyif- g &Soer)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I give names.

ST Y .

( ,@@ Qs e Lo 6T )
(Mr. Keuneman)
All right. Then, hand over
Mrs. Seneviratne’s lands to the

peasants.

Anyway, let us not go into those
matters. Let us keep to the main

matter.

I told you what they said in the
Throne Speech of 1965—about their
vigorous efforts to increase paddy
production. What was the result ?
What was the quantity of paddy
produced at the end of 1965 ? It was
36.3 million bushels. This does not
reach anywhere near the position of
any of the last three years of the
S.L.F.P. and the Coalition Govern-
ments.

Consider the Throne Speech cf
1965. Once again we have references
to the food drive. This is what they
said in that Throne Speech :

“My Government is implementing an
extensive programme for the production
of paddy and subsidiary food crops,
particularly chillies and onions, with a
view to reducing our dependence on
imported  foods. ’—[OFFriciAL  REPORT,
8th July 1966 ; Vol 1, c. 36.]

538,
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What was the result ? A total of
46.1 million bushels of paddy in 1966.
This is still less than the production
in any of the last three years of the
S.L.F.P. Government. Even in 1966,
when there was no such thing as
droughts and so on and so forth,
they did not even come up to the
lowest of the production levels of
the S.L.F.P. Government in its last
three years. Yet, for two years my
hon. Friends were talking about a
food drive.

Again, for the third time, as if
they had discovered something
remarkable, they announce a new
food drive. What are the new
features of this current food drive ?
Let us look at this a little carefully
because this bluff must be called.

The first new feature is the
alienation of state land to foreign
and big local capitalists and firms to
grow subsidiary foodstuffs. That is
certainly a new feature. The
Hon. Prime Minister said that it was
his intention to create a set of
gentlemen farmers. The Throne
Speech boasts that 57,500 acres of

State land was given to such
capitalists last year. It boasts about
that! In addition, these capitalists

were allowed Rs. 15 million in
foreign exchange to import vehicles
and machinery. But what the
Government does not tell us is
whether the production of subsi-
diary foodstuffs has increased
substantially from its attempt to
turn these British capitalists and
distinguished citizens into Ceylonese
landed gentry.

Dfes. al. Dl D wlsnwn S,
(Dm. 6L QY. LW LIGHTL TSN LIGES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
What happened to the cadju-nuts ?

eSS Y .

({Q@ G}cssaﬁrmf;&r)
(Mr. Keuneman)
I have been through all available

Government statistics to find out
what has happened to the current

Bewidm 9575 VedVCL
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food-drive. Everyone of them says
that the statistics are not available.
All we know is that in spite of the
tremendous effort that has been
apparently made by foreign firms,
for the first time in the modern his-
tory of this country subsidiary food-
stuffs have been placed on the
ration! Even the Hon. Minister of
Labour has to admit that the rations
for one month are not sufficient to
feed a pidgeon. That is one of the
few truthful statements that have
been made by the Hon. Minister of
Labour in recent times.

The picture is painted for us of
these capitalist firms carrying on a
mighty drive with the encourage-
ment of Hon. C. P. de Silva and the
Government which doles out State
land to them as you may deal a hand
of cards at buruwa. We are told that
everything is going on extremely
well. But for lack of any official
data I must turn to the interviews
that these very capitalists give to the
capitalist newspapers.

I quote from the “Sun” of 26th
November 1966 :

“ DISAPPOINTMENT OVER THE TAX
CONCESSIGNS.

FIRMS MAY GIVE UP FARM PROJECTS.
by Nihal Kaneira

Several well-known mercantile firms
which invested large sums of money in
opening up lands leased by the Govern-
ment for agricultural purposes, have now
suspended operations in protest against
the Government’s non-implementation of
promises regarding tax-concessions held
out to them earlier.

A number of these firms are now con-
sidering abandoning these projects
entirely, and recovering whatever money
is possible before further losses are
incurred. ”

There is very little about patrio-
tism and the food drive as far as
these capitalists are concerned. It is
only money that they are thinking
about. I read further:

“ As a preliminary measure they have
cancelled all orders placed by them for
expensive machinery and equipment, and
the work on new clearings and exten-

sions have been halted pending a final
decision. ”
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This is what the “Ceylon Daily
Mirror ” of 8.3.67 says :

“Land drive suffers through
Government apathy.

Millions of rupees worth of brand new
vehicles are rusting away in disuse while
the land drive suffers.—

They call it the ‘land drive’. I
am not responsible for the grammar
of the “Daily Mirror.”

—As early as six months ago four mil-
lion rupees worth of vehicles were

imported by a local firm under a U. K.
loan.

Similarly, another stock of vehicles
were imported on a West German loan.

But all these vehicles are gathering rust
and the Government does not appear to
have arrived at a formula for allocating
these vehicles.

At first it was said that the Ministers
of Trade and Commerce would evolve
the formula for the distribution of these
vehicles.

Later it was said that the Registrar of
Motor Vehicles had been entrusted with
the job. But up to date, nothing has
happened and the two lots of vehicles re-
presenting a fabulous sum in foreign ex-
change are just gathering dust and
depreciating. ”

This so-called food drive has been
a beautiful excuse for a number of
capitalists to get new lorries and
other vehicles for their estates, to
carry on their existing tea, rubber
and other plantations. I have no
sympathy whatsoever for any of
these gentlemen. They are only in-
terested in money ; they are not inte-
rested in this country or in producing
food. But some of the things these
people say are correct.

The second new feature is that the
Hon. Prime Minister has taken per-
sonal charge of the food drive. Why
on earth should a Prime Minister
take personal charge of a food drive ?
After all, he has two Ministers, the
Hon. Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power and the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture and Food, to do this job.

ofe. vl el AT Wwdésnes e,
(‘Q@ GTLI, Y. L_uiow usa%rr_n'rprme&a)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Both are no good.
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(‘6}@ @&mm-ﬁér)

(Mr. Keuneman)

If they are not doing their job
properly, then sack them and appoint
people who can do the job.

ofw. ¢ud. Qe ey ndrnwsy .
(,@@ GTLY, YT, LG LIGRTL T T [5ITIL1& & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He cannot do that.

CADECsY .

(r&ﬂ@ @&mmsﬁr}

(Mr. Keuneman)

He cannot do that. All he can do
is to transform himself into a super
Minister and go about the country
followed by members of the press
and photographers.

¢ enben 8S2ER® .

(Bm. 15 Qerdevr & e gar)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

And a camera.

SDNITBY E¢sa.
(ﬁ@. @a:@:rms&r)

(Mr. Keuneman)

No, preceded by his own camera
and followed by the cameras of the
press. The Prime Minister takes
photographs of peasants and speaks
kindly to them and gives everybody
an opportunity to see him. If look-
ing at the Prime Minister’s smiling
face will inspire people to grow more
food, then perhaps something will
happen. Apart from that, if the food
drive means that the Prime Minister
should personally go round the
country, then sack these Ministers
who cannot do their jobs properly.

I want to ask the Hon. Prims
Minister : have you learnt anything
new as a result of your tours ? Did
you discover anything that you did
not know before ? I read in the news-
papers that he went to the Gal Oya
Valley and all the peasants came to
him and said that there was no water.
The Prime Minister spoke on this
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same question when he was speaking
on the advance alienation scheme of
Mr. C. P. de Silva from this side of
the House. He made one of the best
speeches on this subject then. Now, as
if it is something new, he goes there
and says, “There was land but no
water.” Mr. C. P. de Silva has been
his Minister for the past two and a
half years but the Prime Minister
never criticized his same policies
now.

The “ Ceylon Daily News” of 3rd
May 1967 carries a news item :

“ PREMIER ENDS FOOD DRIVE TOUR OF EAST

(Neville de Silva reporting from
Mahiyangana)

Seated at the Mahiyangana Resthouse
the Prime Minister told me that he was
thoroughly dissatisfied with the hap-
hazard land alienation in the Gal Oya
Valley. Mr. Senanayake was on the last
leg of his three day tour in the swelter-
ing Eastern Province heat.”

He goes on to say :

“Mr. Senanayake also told me that he
was disappointed with the state of affairs
at Namal Oya.”

‘I am going back there on May 17 to
work out a solution’, he said.

When Mr. Senanayake visited the
Namal Oya colonists he was met with a
barrage of complaints. Speaker after
speaker bitterly complained about the
indifference of the Irrigation Section of
the River Valleys Board. Only recently
these colonists had gone without drinking
water for one and a half months. They
had cultivated the land four seasons and
every time it was a dead loss.”

All the attention in the current
food drive is for the capitalist com-
panies. This is what happens to the
peasants, The Premier himself has
said that. He has to go personally
around the country to find out
whether that is so. He knows it. He
is not a man who was born yesterday.
He was the former Minister of
Agriculture.

We hear over the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation every day the
nauseating jingles of Mr. Ananda-
tissa de Alwis, “ Let us get together
for the country’s good, let’s get to-
gether and grow more, food.” Do
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those people seriously think that by
asking people in English jingles to
grow a few beans or bandakka in
their back gardens they are going to
improve the food drive ?

Look at the nonsense in the Throne
Speech about shramadana by school-
children. It is a shame. How many
of these children voluntarily go to
weed the land ? Is this your food
drive—using unpaid child labour for
agriculture ?

ad;, SuyHDiowy
(Qzerre ofissseur M)
(An hon. Member)

It is against the law.

eR™NeSY €w.

( ‘@@. G)cssﬁrmciir)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You cannot employ anybody under
14 years of age under the law. In
the name of voluntariness these
children are dragged out of their
schools ; they wait for hours on the
roadside in the sun because the
Prime Minister is coming home after
taking photographs at Expo 67 in
Canada. They are dragged out to
weed paddy lands. It may be a good
excursion for them ; maybe they like
it : maybe some of them will profit
by the exercise and the change of
surroundings. But is this a serious
food drive ?

Look at this “land army,” a new
lot of storm troopers. This is a solu-
tion to the unemployment and not
the food problem. The maximun:
they expect to take into this land
army is 16,750. It is a politically
motivated army, and nothing to do
with food.

They are even going to bring 68
members of the Peace Corps from the
U.S.A., girls and boys between the
ages of 21 and 23, to teach us how
to grow chillies. I do not know
whether they have even seen a chilli
before.

Let it be said clearly that the main
feature of this so-called food drive
is that it is taking place minus
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the main producer of food, namely
the peasant. If you are going to
grow food, surely the first persons
you should mobilize and use for the
purpose are the persons who tradi-
tionally grow the food, namely, the
peasants of this country. They are
the persons to whom nobody pays
any attention, except the Prime
Minister when he takes photographs.

We are told about the big
capitalists, Carson Cumberbatch and
others, not getting tax concessions.
We are told about people going to
grow cadju in the wastes of the
Mannar District. We are told
various things about various mat-
ters. But what is this Government
doing to solve any of the pressing
problems of the peasantry ? They
are shouting about the lack of water.
What are you doing about that ?

I endorse what the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera)
said—that as long as you have this
man, Mr. C. P. de Silva, as Minister
of Land and Irrigation, you will
never have any food drive that will
produce any results. He has
messed up irrigation. He messed it
up under the last Government and
he is doing so now. Knowing this,
you still keep him in office. I chal-
lenge any hon. Member to put his
hand on his heart and say that that
is not so. I can quote the Prime
Minister in support of what I say.
You talk about a serious food drive
but you don’t have the political
courage to do even this. We cannot
swallow the nonsense you talk.

Our main amendment draws
attention to a number of urgent
problems of the peasantry. If you
are serious about the food drive,
you will have to deal with those
matters. Even if you are not pre-
pared to take over Mrs. Senevi-
ratne’s nindagam lands, even if you
are not prepared to give the ande
cultivators ownership of the lands
they cultivate as you promised you
would in 1965, can you not solve
these urgent and burning problems
of the peasantry ?
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I was astounded to see the
Parliamentary Secretary to the

Minister of State attempting to
justify the charging of an interest
rate of 12 per cent on agricultural
loans to peasants. He was actually
seeking to justify it. It was 2 per
cent in 1963. It has now gone up to
9 per cent and 12 per cent—an
increase of 10 per cent. The Parlia-
mentary Secretary got up and
justified this on the grounds that
the People’s Bank was taking a
risk. All these loans are guaranteed
by the Central Bank. If you want
to do business do business, but do
not pretend to have a food drive
when you are charging Shylocklike
rates of interest from the peasantry.
If you want to make money that
way do so, but do not say that it is
part of the food drive.

Talking about tractors, the
Government has given the mono-

poly to one of its Senators, and
today the Government Tractor
Stations do not exist. The Kan-

garoo Tractor Stations must have
gone back to Australia because they
are not here.

Today the private tractor owner is
exploiting the peasants. He charges
what he wants for the hire of his
tractor, works where he wants, and
today the peasant is at his mercy.
You do not even intend to control
the rates of hire. You are doing
nothing to help the peasant to get
out of the clutches of private
tractor-owners, and yet you ask him
to grow more food and tell him you
will solve the problems of this
country through self-sufficiency in
food before the next general
election.

~Why cannot you abolish irriga-
tion rates ? This is a senseless levy.
You are not making any money.
This is a source of provocation and
irritation to cultivators. These are
real problems of the peasantry and
my hon. Friends do not even men-
tion these at all. In other words,
the peasant is the man whom you
do not take account of in your food
drives or in any of your calculations
except in your electoral calculations.
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Do not try to play the fool with
the peasants. No wonder in the
recent by-elections you have been
defeated so often. All your dema-
gogy does not cut much ice with the
peasantry against the reality of
their own experience.

You held out the promise to the
paddy producer that he was going
to get a high price for his paddy.
I quoted from the Central Bank
Report to show that today the
peasant 1s generally getting less
than the guaranteed price for his
paddy. This situation is not likely
to change. Today the entire rice
market is being monopolized and
controlled by rice millers. They are
forcing down the price of paddy and
they are refusing to buy paddy that
has been sold to the G. P. S. at
Rs. 12. They are dictating prices ot
less than Rs. 12 per bushel to the
private cultivator.

Can any hon. Member say that
this is not happening ? It is hap-
pening and you know that
it is happening, but you do not
do a single thing about it. You
boast of the last Maha harvest
being the highest on record. The hon.
Member for Negombo (Mr. Denzil
Fernando) is not here now. I was not
here when he made his speech. He
said that in Negombo the price of rice
is 85 cents a measure. It must have
something to do with the recent by-
election because I do not know of any
other place where rice is available at
85 cents a measure. He said that
after the Yala harvest the price will
come down to 55 cents.

Cannot my hon. Friends, even if
they cannot restore the second
measure of rice, at least give the
poor patients in hospitals a rice meal
out of the bumper harvest they are
boasting about ? They say they are
flooded with rice, they are bathing
in rice. They will be exporting rice,
like fish. They cannot supply fish in
sufficient quantities and at decent
prices—[Interruption]. They will
soon speak of exporting rice to
Burma.
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None of this is going to deceive the
people in the long run. From past
promises and results and from their
present performance, we are sceptical
about the so-called food drive of this
Government.

I do not want to speak on other
matters because I promised to
restrict myself to the time allowed
me.

The Government’s economic posi-
tion is deteriorating and so is their
political position. -

@aé ECSuewmd @
(Qaorre FRlwQsrove)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
You have yet to see.

SRHIDE Y .

(@@ @eﬁwmsﬁ?’)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You want to see it? Even in
Negombo, your citadel, you could
only get half the majority you got
last time. Look at the so-called unity
and stability of the Government.
Take the U. N. P. It is no secret.
It is openly discussed about a Dudley
wing and a J. R. wing. Look what is
happening inside the Federal Party.
Already Mr. Mohamed Ali and
Senator Manickam have quit the
Federal Party. The Federal Party is
wracked with argument whether
they should stay in the Government
or leave it. Recently I read that the
hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai
(Mr. Amirthalingam) and his wife
were arguing on a public platform
about this question. Inside the
U. N. P. there are people who are
openly saying

eeBemen&u HhasnDsY

(C_r& i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Sir, I must call that hon. Gentle-
man to Order! He is making a

disgraceful and low attack on the
hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai.
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(8- Qg erLoar )
(Mr. Keuneman)

What do you object to ?

eoemende ALY

(Q_réLi praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

You have no business to talk about
the hon. Member for Vaddukkoddai
and his wife here. What about this
fellow’s wife and that fellow’s wife ?

@de o3y @d. ¢ 8o
(soorflf Carodlear i 19 Hoeur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I never quarrel with my wife in
public. I do not know whether you
have a wife to quarrel with even !

DD Sexn.

(‘@@ @asuru:a&r)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I referred to a public meeting of
the Federal Party where Mr. Amir-
thalingam, who is a leader of the
party, said that they should continue
their alliance with the U. N. P., while
Mrs. Amirthalingam, who is also a
political leader of the Federal Party,
expressed the view that the Federal
Party should not continue their
alliance. That is all I referred to. I
did not refer to anything else. And
is that not a political quarrel ? That
is a political quarrel.

ceOEMENTw BN BY
(Qr&L_ praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

That 1ig
quarrrel!

a husband and wife

SRV uyY @csa.

(D Gammaﬁr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

That is a political quarrel between
husband and wife. Certainly, I did not
refer to any dome-tic quarrel or dif-
ferences b>tween husband and wife.
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(B Coprigy rregigon)
(Mr. George Rajapaksa)

He is a mad doctor!

S ©ca,

(B Qaerwar )
(Mr. Keuneman)

These divisions are the signs of the
times ! They are the writing on the
wall I Mr. Minister of Education, you
are one of the pzople who are canvas-
sing opinion saying that it is a lia-
bility having the Federal Party in the
Government.

ad C8uomE e
- (Qsorre FALGQETE®)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

No, no.

WYY sY @wa.

(ﬁ@ QE@TLQG&T)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Everybody knows that the Govern-
ment are even now appealing to
Members of the Opnvosition to heip
them. They cannot help themselves
and they have come to such a pass
that they have to appeal to sections of
the Opposition to join them. All this
time they were saying that we were
clinging on to Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
sari-pota. Now they want to cling on
tto her sari-pota. And they have no
political divisions or differences !

Why do you have an Emergency ?
Why do you want to maintain this
utterly unjustifiable Emergency ? In
the whole of 1966 there were only ten
days without an Emergency and in
1967 you did not have even ten
seconds without the Emergency.
Under the Emergency you are doing
all sorts of diabolical and undemo-
cratic things, which other hon.
Members have referred to. This attack
on democracy is part of your attempt
to find a solution to your political and
economic crises. But you will not find
such a solution. You will find that
this Throne Spzech of yours will be



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

551
GNTRODREE D |
[emm@sf Bw.]

one more reason for the people to give
you the order of the boot. They are
doing that gradually when they are
permitted to do so in the by-elections.
It is precisely because you do not
want that done on a large scale that
you are maintaining this so-called
Emergency.

What do you want this Emergency
for ? To hide what from the people ?
What do you fear ?—[Interruption].
Because the Hon. Prime Minister was
supposed to have eaten some pork and
taken a drink, must you have an
Emergency ? I do not know whether
the Hon. Prime Minister is going to
say that he never had a drink in his
life or that he has never eaten pork. I
will not say that I have not eaten pork
or taken a drink in my life, but I do
not see any reason in that to
declare an Emergency. I am
prepared to say such things quite
openly. The Hon. Prime Minister,
as far as I know, has done so,
but I do not know whether he took
a drink or ate pork on this particular
occasion. If he did not do so, let him
say so. I do not know whether the
people are going to rise up in arms
against him if he is supposed to have
eaten pork. The fact that they cannot
tell the people the real reasons for
their Emergency or the action taken

under it shows the extent of their-

anti-democratic and dictatorial ten-
dencies. It is precisely because we in-
tend to fight against those tendencies
and to remove all those who are driv-
ing in that direction from their posi-
tions of power that we will fight this
Throne Speech here and in the
country outside.

& . 4.59

8. g BBRE Swd Yw. (D&
33)

(@1 erth. 916 LTEE T IbT&EHT—
Ceaumeudy )

(Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beru-
wala)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, while listen-
ing to the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman),I
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552
BB cwuldsnd B¢ SHcw
was reminded of a Pali stanza from

the Dhammapada referring to a ser-
mon of Lord Buddha. He had said:

Y e oY EememB—wmdtr fin wed)
A8 ¢efl gwew—ved HemmB OB/ "

From this we gather that by indulg-
ing in nice language, by using langu-
age that interests the people, one can-
not be a pundit or a learned man;
the learned man is he who shuns
hatred and evils of that nature. That
is the person who is learned, a pun-
dit, an exalted pundit.

While listening to the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central, I was
wondering whether we were living at
a time when everything has failed,
when the Government is tottering,
when people are becoming poorer and
poorer and in every way we are faced
with doom. He was quoting scrip-
ture, giving figures, and saying many
interesting things about how the Min-
isters are managing the affairs of
Government. I am not here to reply
on behalf of the Ministers. Although
they are not in their seats, I am sure
they will be here at the lappropriate
time to give appropriate replies to the
matters the hon. Member mentioned.

All the same, I should like to say
that I had gone through the Speech
from the Throne, and I was wonder-
ing whether the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central had studied it
and understood it as it was delivered
by His Excellency the Governor-
General. I would only quote to him
the first paragraph of the Speech. In
that paragraph itself the difficulties
the Government is faced with are
mentioned in so many words :

“My Government is taking effective
steps to solve the problem caused, on the
one hand, by a serious shortage of rice
in world markets and, on the other, by
a sharp decline in the prices of the coun-
try’s export commodities. This shortage
of rice compelled My Government at the
end of last year to reduce the quantity
O -TICE. .t &

Therefore, it must be evident to all
hon. Members that the Government is
in difficulties in the matter of pur-
chasing..our food requirements, and
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also that the prices of our export com-
modities are tumbling down. It must
also not be forgotten that the last
Government, when they handed over
the administration to us, handed over
an empty coffer. There were no ex-
ternal assets whatsoever. So, we had
our difficulties, and if certain steps
were taken they were taken in order
to avoid a crisis.

While listening to the speeches
made by hon. Members of the Oppo-
sition I was wondering whether we
were having a Budget Debate or a
Debate on the Speech from the
Throne because I found that almost
all of them, with the exception of the
hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central, spoke about different Minis-
tries, their expenditure, and depart-
mental activities. I must straightway
tell them that all those matters con-
cerning administration and depart-
mental activities should properly be
discussed when the Budget is pre-
sented.

The Opposition has, of course,
moved certain amendments to the
Address of Thanks. I am afraid none
of the hon. Members who participated
in this Debate so far have dealt with
the matters referred to in these
amendments, except, of course, the
hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central. I congratulate the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central
because he has in his own way dealt
with certain aspects of the matters
referred to in the amendments.

The first amendment states :

“but inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Government has, in the past two Sessions
which cover half its permissible term of
office, pursued policies that have—

(a) endangered the independence and
indivisibility of Ceylon : ”

I ask, who is the Member of the
Opposition who hag referred {o any
act or statement of the Government
which has endangered the indepen-
dence and indivisibility of Ceylon ? I
might say, Sir, that in the policies
that the Government is following, in
the actions that it is taking, and in
the manner in which it is handling
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problems, the Government is still
maintaining the independence of this
country and there is no question of
dividing the country. Even if district
councils, referred to in the Throne
Speech as a policy measure, are estab-
lished, they will be under the control
of the Central Government.

Then, again, part (b) of the same
amendment states :

“undermined the democratic rights ana
liberties of the people ;”

Neither the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central nor any other hon.
Member of the Opposition pointed to
an instance where the Government
had acted in an undemocratic manner,
usurping the democratic rights of the
people.

Part (c¢) of the amendments says:

“brought about a serious and deep-
going deterioration in the economy and
a sharp decline in the standard of living
of the people;”

In this connection I might say that,
as a result of the action taken by this
Government, there has been an im-
provement in the standard of living,
and this accounts for the rise in
prices of commodities, essential items,
and so on.

The Opposition has referred to
many matters in its amendments.
Take them one by one. I ask you Sir,
whether hon. Members opposite have
convinced you or the Government of
the truth of any one of those matters
which they have raised.

Now, this is another clause in their
first amendment :

“(f) failed to give effect and acted
contrary to many of the promises
made during the general election
of 1965, the subsequent Parlia-
mentary by-elections, and in
Your Excellency’s Addresses to
the first and second Sessions of
Parliament ; ”

I might say that if there ever was
a Government in this country that
implemented the promises it made
and respected the assurances given,
it is this Government under the
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leadership of the Hon. Prime Minister.
It has fulfilled most of its promises,

and steps are being taken to fulfil the
rest.

I do not wish to mention here about
what happened when the Sirima Ban-
daranaike Government was in power,
how it won over certain Members who
are on this side of the House now,
how under certain desperate circums-
tances it sought their assistance on
certain promises and assurances, how
they were left in the lurch, and how
finally they got out and how they are
now being called traitors. That was
the manner in which the party in
power at that time, the present Oppo-
sition, acted. I might add that we
have conducted our affairs in keep-
ing with the promises and assurances
that we gave both before the general
election of 1965 and, thereafter, in the
first two Throne Speeches.

The Opposition, in their Amend-
ments, go on to state certain other
matters that have, according to them,

caused hardship to the people. For
instance, they say in clause (2) :
“(2) shows that the Government,

whatever may be the cost to the legiti-'
mate interests of the peasantry and other
sections of the indigenous population,
especially of the Kandyan areas, is deter-
mined to enforce the provisions of the
Indo-Ceylon Agreement (Implementa-
tion) Act that has aroused such misgiving
and opposition ; ”

May I point out that that was a
matter mentioned in the last Throne
Speech, and that was a measure
which the Government had to take in
view of the Pact entered into between
the two countries during the time of
the Sirima Bandaranaike Govern-
ment. Of course, in doing so nothing
has been done to sacrifice the inter-
ests of the indigenous population.
Having studied the Pact, having
followed everything that has taken
place—even the Mahanayake Thero of
the Malwatte Chapter now agrees
that something beneficial will result
from this Aet—TI can say that no harm
will befall the indigenous population
of this country. Therefore, I say that
even in that matter, the Members of
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the Opposition have failed to bring

forward any valid argument to prove
their statement.

With regard to the Constitution this
is what the Opposition amendment
says :

“ (i) fails to propose any steps to bring
into effect a new Constitution
that will establish a truly inde-
pendent, sovereign and demo-
cratic Republic in which all

power will be derived from the
people ;”

Now, the intention with which we
acted was seen in our proposal tc
appoint a Joint Select Comrmittee to
amend the Constitution, or, if neces-
sary, to draw up a new Constitution.
It was expected that all parties would
co-operate to draw up a suitable
Constitution for this country.
But what did the Opposition do ?
They kept out of it and they said
they were not going to participate in
the Select Committee’s deliberations.
But I might ask them, if that is their
attitude, why find fault with the
Government for not taking steps to
revise the Constitution ? The Govern-
ment has taken steps to revise the
Constitution and every action will be
taken to see that the promise given
in the last Throne Speech as well as
on earlier occasions is implemented.
Of course, I am in a position to go
clause by clause into what has been
stated in the amendment to the
Address of Thanks and to point out
to them that there is not a single
instance where they can prove that
we have either let down the public
or in any way not fulfilled the
promises we have given.

Much has been said by the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central
and by some of the other speakers
from the Opposition about the food
drive and the difficulties the people
are experiencing in this country today
in regard to certain foodstuffs. I
might ask hon. Members of the
Ovposition who were finding fault
with the Government for either
reducing the rice ration or for not
taking steps in the manner they
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would have desired, what steps we
ought to have taken to get over the
critical situation in which this
country was placed. Does the Opposi-
tion expect the Government to stand
and watch without taking every pos-
sible step to see that the people are
made to realize the gravity of the
situation in which they were placed
so that they may face it fairly and
squarely ? I think we are all grateful
not only to this House but to the
entirety of the population of this
country for the manner in which they
have rallied round, and we are thank-
ful to the Hon. Prime Minister for
the manner in which he has tackled
the food problem, for the wise steps
he has taken and for the far-seeing
manner in which he has set about
handling the problem. We are proud
today that to some extent we have
achieved self-sufficiency in food and,
as can be seen from facts and figures
published by the Food Department
and the various other departments
and Ministries, by 1970 or 1971 we
will be in a position to say that we
have achieved complete self-suffi-
ciency in food, and we will not then

be a nation of beggars going
after foreign countries for our
requirements.

There were also many Members
of the Opposition who made mention
of the fact that certain lands were
being alienated to companies and
individuals for the purpose of food
production. They said that that
land would not be utilized for the
purpose for which it was given.
Whatever we might say of some of
the firms and businessmen, the fact
is that they have come to the rescue
of the nation. I might add that if
subsidiary foodstuffs are grown here
in sufficient quantities to meet our
requirements, the credit for that must
go to the Hon. Prime Minister and
to the Hon. Minister of Food for the
action they have taken in this matter.

I do not think I need go into details
or meet point by point some of the
arguments brought forward by hon,
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Members particularly by the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central.
He spoke, for instance, about the
unemployment figures. He said in
1964 there were 196,000 persons regis-
tered as being unemployed and that
in 1966 the figure had gone up to
238,000. May I mention to him that
at ‘he rate at which the population
is being educated and at the rate at
which the population is increasing,
there is bound to be a large number
of people filling the ranks of the
unemployed.

But if any Government faced that
problem with a determination to
bring about a solution, I might say
that it is the National Government
and none other.

I ask the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central whether anything
was done in the matter of tackling
and solving the unemployment oro-
blem during the time that the Sirima
Bandaranaike Government was in
power.

The problem of unemployment is
one that will go on for ever, but if
any Government had the courage to
tackle it in a purposeful way it is the
National Government. For instance
recruitment to the land army wili
solve two problems. It will give em-
ployment to the unemployed youth

of the country. It will also go a long

way to solving the food problem by
providing such facilities as irrigation
and machinery and bringing in more
and more land under cultivation.

In addition, various other steps are
being taken to solve this problem of
unemployment. Reports are being
obtained and plans are being drawn
up with a view to providing employ-
ment to a large number of unem-
ployed youth of the country.

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central also referred to the
quality of locally manufacturad gonds.
The Hon. Minister of Industries and
Fisheries is present here and T know
he will, when he speaks, provide the
hon. Member for Colombo Central
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with facts and figures in regard to
the steps that are being taken to
improve the quality of those goods.

In this connection may I say that
if we are going to blame anybody we
must blame those people who were
in power during the previous regime
because it was they who wasted our
precious external assets and started
all these industries. They never con-
sidered standards. They merely
allowed some of the foreign mer-
chants and non-nationals to start
industries in any manner they want-
ed and drain the country of much
needed foreign exchange. That was
the policy they adopted. But now
they turn round and blame this
Government for the production of
inferior local goods when they know
quite well that a committee has been
appointed and every step is being
taken to see that the quality of local
goods is improved.

I do not think I need speak at
length on these matters because there
are a number of other speakers who
are waiting to take part in this
Debate.
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(Mr. M. M. Mustapha—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Social
Services)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, althougn
we have long ceased to have a throne
in this country, and the only throne
that we have had was confined long
ago to the Colombo Museum and is
safely installed in a show-case there,
yet year in and year out we listen to
the Speech from the Throne.

QG 5 .

(’QC@ QST G )

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Qur throne is in London !

Gl s Qw.

(@ apovsur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

That is because we are following
the British System of Parliamentary
Democracy. In England it is custo-
mary for the Queen of England to
deliver a speech from the Throne.
Sometimes we feel that the tree that
is in full bloom on the soil of Eng-
land has withered away on our soil.

The Throne Speech Debate being
one of the most important debates in
Parliament, it is usual for Members
of Parliament to look forward to it

6—od b174 (67/7)
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with some degree of anxiety and
earnestness. But, unfortunately, this
year you would not have failed to
observe, Sir, that already a degree
of weariness and dreariness had set
into this Debate. In fact, a certain
national newspaper had referred to
the fact that the very first day’s
Debate was both dull and colourless.

2w, 28, S B DS . (8
SISHSY

(&lm. erow. Grib. [(QameLon ewt] 5 & Lb—1 L 1g.
witg)

(Mr.
ruppu)

Uninspiring.

S. M. Rasamanickam—Paddi-

e’ wufen Des.

(@ apovsLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

It is uninspiring. From the fact
that the Quorum Bell had to be rung
on three occasions on the 15th—the
very first day of the proceedings—one
can imagine the degree of enthusiasm
or interest evinced by hon. Members
of this House. Perhaps, the architects
of the British concept of Parliamen-
tary Democracy never dreamt that
the British System of Government
would ever be adopted in a country
like Ceylon.

We have had six Parliamentary
General Elections since independence.
Never before in the history of Parlia-
mentary Elections had there been
such a spate of election petitions as
after the last General Election whern
no less than 72 election petitions were
filed. I might also mention that never
in the history of this country have
so many Members of Parliament been
unseated. In every one of those elec-
torates where the Members were
unseated there had been a by-election
and at every by-election there had
been a debate where every conceiva-
ble issue, national or otherwise, had
been discussed threadbare not only
by the Members of the Government
but also by Members of the Opposi-
tion. It is therefore understandable
that hon. Members have exhausted
themselves of ideas. They have noth-
ing new to speak about. So, one can
understand the lack of interest shown
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in this Debate not only by Members
of the Opposition but also by Mem-
bers of the Government. One can see
the weary and dreary Members of the

Opposition and what enthusiasm
they seem to evince in this Debate.

o Y Holewy
(Qsorrar oy6s s sani NG,
(An hon. Member)

What about the
Benches ?

Government

S onfen .

(@ qpavgun)

(Mr. Mustapha)

This year I did not have the privi-
lege of listening to the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera)
who opened the Debate for the Oppo-
sition. If I had been present I might
at least have listened to his speech
through the English channel of
translation. I was looking through
HansarD to see what arguments
the Opposition want to adduce in
regard to this year’s Throne Speech,
but, lo and behold, I could not under-
stand any of the speeches of the
Members of the Opposition because
they are found in HANsARD in the
language in which they were spoken.
I am not saying this in a spirit of
levity. It is a sad state of affairs if
one hon. Member of this House
is unable to read in HANSArRD—
[Interruption.]

& e, 6

DdDEEn BeOWEs wBNSBHS
(@@é:asaﬂg&r oL EBTTEFRIT oy a6 )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Hon Deputy-
Speaker will now take the Chair.

WG T Wl Bty Bewdn GBS
QEuwessY oo PewsY, Bewidn DI:BNGD

NS QGwsnéiw e,

(131 Ine Gupdaseiar 2.0 H8HaTEanT 210T&6T

&Baneest s Hellmpm — FrsBan, o FUTHMUST

Basat SlVeLn  HAE 3 G)THET.)
Whereupon MR. DEpUTY CHAIRMAN OF

CoMMITTEES left the Chair, and MR.
Deputy SPEAKER took the Chair.

- Bewldn @235 VHBAVCwW
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was going to
state that it would be a sad day for
democracy in Ceylon if a Member of
this House is not able to understand
what is said by anuther Member. I
was just thinking to myself that it
is a pity that the words of wisdom
that not infrequently fall from the
lips of hon. Members of the Opposi-
tion are lost for ever to the Tamil-
speaking people of this country.
Therefore, I take this opportunity of
suggesting to the Government in all
seriousness that a precis of every
Sinhalese speech made in the House
~hould be included in HANSARD in the
Tamil language and likewise a
precis of every Tamil speech should
be included in HAnsarp in the
Sinhalese language. Then every
Member would be able to understand
what the other Member said. Just
imagine, fifteen years hence Members
of this House would not be able to
know what view a particular
Member held on a particular subject.
It is, therefore, the bounden duty of
the Government, this Government or
any future government, to remedy
this state of affairs with all speed
even in the years to come.

I read the national newspapers to
find out what arguments hon.
Members adduced and I regret to
say—I am not saying this merely to
score a debating point but I am
saying what I really feel—mo speech
from the Opposition ranks so far has
produced anything worthwhile for us
to comment on or answer.

A few minutes ago the hon. Third
Member for Colombo  Central
(Mr. Keuneman) delivered his usual
speceh. I have been reading the
speeches of the hon. Member over
the years, and I had the good fortune
to be a Member of Parliament in
1956 when he and I were both in the
Opposition ranks. A few minutes
back I glanced through the hon.
Member’s speech on the occasion of
the Third Throne Speech of the
S. L. F. P. Government. It is worth
comparing the speech he made today
with the spsech he made on that
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occasion. That speech is couched
in almost the same terms as the
speech the hon. Member made today
and, of course, it was delivered on
that occasion in the same way.

In fact, we cannot take the speeches
of hon. Members who belong to the
Leftist parties, the Marxists,
seriously because they make speeches
to suit a set of given circumstances.
In 1963 too when they were in the
Opposition and the S. L, F. P. were
in power, the speech that the hon.
Member made was couched in
precisely the same terms as the
speech he made today and he attack-
ed the then Government in the same
way. But within cne year what
happened ? They who had denounced
the S. L. F. P. Government praised
the S. L. F. P. Government in the
most glowing terms. So one cannot
take speeches of Members like the
hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central  seriously. They  speak
differently on different occasions.

Now, the whole purpose of a
government is to ensure peace and
prosperity to the people of the
country. In the final analysis that
is why governments are constituted.

In 1956 we saw the end of
the era of the post-colonial regime,
the days of the top-hatted and
tail-coated gentry. We used to see
them strutting about in their cos-
tumes like scarecrows in a paddy
field completely out of touch and
out of tune with the independence
we had achieved after colonial
subjugation. One might ask whether
even in 1955 or 1956 during the time
of the U. N. P. regime there was
peace and prosperity, but I must say
that peace and prosperity then was
different. Then the prosperity was
in the hands of a group of people
scattered in Colombo and in cities.
There was peace among them but the
vast masses of the people spread
throughout the length and breadth
of the country did not have peace of
mind and did not have the prosperity
that selected groups of people were
enjoying. So in 1956 the people of
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this country threw out in a most
ignominious way the Government of
Sir John Kotelawela and put into
power Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike.

There is no argument about one
thing : the late Mr. Bandaranaike
brought about a renaissance in the
very outlook of the people of this
country. He was responsible for a
silent revolution. He introduced
various changes which the people of
this country had been longing for
for a great number of years. He
introduced democratic socialism. He
nationalized various ventures. The
Paddy Lands Act snd various pro-
gressive measures were introduced.
But I must remind some of the
present members of the S. L. F. P.
that if Mr. Bandaranaike had not
been able to achieve his avowed
objectives it was not because of the
U. N. P., it was not because of the
F. P., but it was because of their new
found friends, the Marxists.

I am sorry the Minister of Labour
of the then Government has left the
Chamber. He was in 1956 Minister
of Labour in the M. E. P. Govern-
ment. He will not disagree with me
when I say that 90 per cent. of the
time of the late Mr. Bandaranaike
was taken up in settling strikes
sponsored by the Marxists because
they would not be satisfied with the
silent revolution brought about by
the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike.
They wanted a bloody revolution,
they wanted a revolution which
would be in accord with their creed.
That is why on the flimsiest of
excuses strikes were organized. If
there was a stone in a worker’s meal
thousands of workers were coerced
to strike.

Those actions must surely have
repercussions somewhere on some-
body. And that is what we are hav-
ing today in this country. It is not
without justification that the hon.
Member for Attanagalla, the Leader
of the Opposition, Mrs. Bandara-
naike, stated during her election
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campaign, I believe, in July 1960,
that the people who really killed her
husband were the Marxists of this
country. It is not without justifica-
tion that that fair Lady mentioned
that from public platforms.—[Inter-

ruption.] Yes, he was Kkilled
politically, of course.
Sir, I remember the statement

made by the late Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike, I believe during the
annual sessions of the S. L. F. P. at
Kurunegala. He stated in unmistak-
able terms that Marxism is not the
solution for the problems of this
country and that he was against
Marxism. But today we hear a
different story under a different
set of circumstances. I am sorry
the hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central is not here now. I do not
want to quote his speeches in his
absence for I would only succeed in
making some of the hon. Members
blush with shame because of the
somersaults they have made during
the last five or six years. The
M. E. P. Government formed in 1956
became unpopular because of the
Marxists and the strikes they brought
about, in addition to the confusion
they created.

In addition to that, the confusion
created by this strike was worse
confounded because the L. S. S. P.
and the Communist Party demanded
parity of status for Sinhala and
Tarnil throughout the Island. Today
I am surprised at some of the
speeches made by the people in the
Marxist camp, when this Government
is only introducing regulations under
the Tamil Language (Special Provi-
sions) Act.

If the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Ban-
daranaike’s Government of 1956 had
been allowed to continue, it would
have died a natural death. It would
have been defeated in the 1960 Gene-
ral Election. But a dastard thought
of a dastardly way of doing away
with him.
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At the election that immediately
followed in March 1960, the S. L. F. P.
was defeated and the U. N. P. tem-
porarily came into power, though
not with an overall majority. But
in July 1960 began what I might
appropriately term “the era of
tears ”, when Mrs. Bandaranaike led
the S .L. F. P. and the people of this
country, purely out of sympathy for
the widow of an assassinated Prime
Minister, voted her into power.

I was referring to the primary
objectives of any Government:
peace and prosperity. It is on the
extent to which these objectives are
achieved by any Government that
their performance is judged. It is
by that standard that Opposition
Members and the country will judge
this Government.

What happened in 1960? The
Ministers of that Government could
not visit certain areas comprising
one-third of Ceylon. If any Minister
visited those areas, it was done
purely as a challenge: “Now, look
here. 1 am coming. There is the
police force to protect me.” And
several truck-loads of policemen
preceded him when he went to those
two provinces.

Today, if trucks precede any of
the Ministers of the National Gov-
ernment to any part of Ceylon, it is
only to bring back the garlands.
They are garlands put on their
necks not by people like us, mem-
bers of the United National Party,
but garlands put by the Federal
Party and their supporters.

o 9nY Hodewny

(QaerTen omssGeulr G HaIT )

(An hon. Member)

Why continue the Emergency?

Qe wnfen .

(mz@u @pavsur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

I will tell you why. We are conti-
nuing it for good reasons. My Friends
are casting aspersions. They are ask-
ing whether there is real unity. What


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

577
gpaAmined Do !

else do they want? The Federal
Party, which demanded federalism
from successive Governments, from
1956 onwards, is not talking a word
about federalism today. Their
demand has been whittled down to
district councils. In fact the hon.
Member for Paddiruppu (Mr. Rasa-
manickam) had, in an earlier debate,
mentioned here that if the Govern-
ment of Ceylon is prepared to meet
the reasonable demands of the Tamil-
speaking people with regard to lan-
guage, they will reconsider their
demand for federalism. He said that
in so many words. So, today there
is a change of attitude. Today there
is peace in the country. Today there
is happiness among the people. That
is the greatest achievement of this
Government, and it has justified its
existence by ensuring peace and
happiness among the people of this
country.

In 1964 the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment aligned itself with the Marxists.
And, of course, they wanted con-
fusion created; they wanted to
take over the press; every action
of theirs was directed towards the
creation of a dictatorship which the
country was not prepared to tolerate
at any cost, so much so that the free-
dom-loving people of this country
and the democratic-minded Members
of Parliament got together and
defeated that combination of parties,
and the National Government was
formed.

It is to the lasting credit of the
Hon. Prime Minister that he has been
able to bring about an understand-
ing among all the communities living
in this country. Today we are proud
to have a Prime Minister who was
bold enough to state at a meeting of
thousands of harbour workers that
his happiest days will be the day on
which every member of every com-
munity in this country could ecall
Ceylon his country with a sense of
pride and happiness. That under-
standing was something that was
denied to certain communities during
the S. L. F. P. regime.
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The hon. Members of the OppqSI-
tion are complaining about the rice
cut. They strike a new low in irres-
ponsibility when they so complain.
It was not a new problem that sud-
denly cropped up after the National
Government came into being. When
the U. N. P. Government handed
over the reins of office to the late
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike’s Gov-
ernment in 1956 there were foreign
exchange reserves to the tune of
about Rs. 1,200 million, but today
what is the position? Or, what was
the position in 1965 when they hand-
ed over the reins of office to the
National Government ? We had only
Rs. 300 million by way of foreign
reserves. This situation was brought
about due to the senseless spend-
ing by a set of senseless people.
In fact, if the S. L. F. P. Government
did not inform the people of the true
state of affairs as far as the economy
of the country was concerned, they
cannot now blame the National Gov-
ernment. It was entirely the fault of
the S. L. F. P. Government if they
did not take corrective measures, if
they did not take suitable steps to
arrest or prevent the drain of foreign
exchange out of this country.

The one man among the
S. L. F. Pers who understood the
problem was Mr. Felix Dias

Bandaranaike. As Minister of Fin-
ance, he sought to introduce this same
measure in 1962 but it was vehement-
ly resisted by most of the Members
of the S. L. F. P. Why? Not because
they had the interest of the Govern-
ment at heart but because they
wanted to safeguard their seats at the
next elections. And the Finance
Minister had to quit office, and he
vowed that he would never return
even to plant grass. As if, to meet
the challenge of her young
nephew never to come back even to
plant grass, Mrs. Bandaranaike made
Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike the
Minister of Agriculture later.

The hon. Third Member for Col-
ombo Central says that this measure
was introduced by the National
Government at the dictation of
the World Bank. I must tell my
hon. Friend that if there was any-
thing that dictated the introduction


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

o979
FRPTEYEYHeT DD :
[ Qef oufesn @]

of this measure to the National Gov-
ernment it was our conscience and
nothing else. I must tell him that we,
the National Government, take full
responsibility for the step that we
took last year to cut the rice ration
by one measure. It was a step taken
to conserve our foreign exchange
position. But this Government is not
unmindful of the difficulties that the
people will have to face and that is
why it took the other bold step of
giving one measure of rice free to
every citizen of this country.

In South India, just across the Palk
Strait, Members of the Indian Par-
liament are asking their Prime Min-
ister and their Government, “If
Ceylon can give a free measure of
rice to every citizen of Ceylon, why
cannot the Indian Government and
the Indian Prime Minister do it ?”
Ceylon, in other words, is being held
out as an example to the rest of the
world as a country which gives a free
measure of rice to every citizen.

o Y Bdlowwy
(Caorres omsssan amar)

(An hon. Member)
At the point of the gun ?

Qed mwfes, cs.

(B@L apovsur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

That is a question that is often
being repeated. I shall explain to
you clearly and categorically. I will
not run away. I have sufficient time
to answer that question. Hon. Mem-
bers by asking this question are not
going to fool anybody. In fact, they
have asked this question at every
by-election, on every conceivable
platform, not in the manner they are
asking it today here but in the pre-
sence of the real umpires of this
issue, in front of the people, and they
have listened to the pros and cons of
this measure and they have given
their verdict. Really that is why so
soon after the Throne Speech the
people of Negombo returned their
verdict, as recently as the 13th of
this month. So, there is no need for
this debate on the Throne Speech a
second time.

Bewldn 9538 VedDcwm
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What was the verdict of the people
of Negombo ? This was one question
that the Opposition was hinting at on
every platform. Mr. Maithripala
Senanayake has asked this question a
thousand times from the voters of
Negombo, but all the people cannot
be fooled all the time. The people
know the real reason why this mea-
sure had been introduced. The Gov-
ernment must take pride in the fact
that it has prevented a situation
whereby hundreds of people might
have died of starvation in this
country. It is not something that is
impossible. It is happening in other
parts of the world. It is happening in -
South India. The Government took
every responsibility, it takes full

responsibility for the step that it had
taken.

My hon. Friends opposite are
boasting about the industrial deve-
lopment that their Government was
responsible for. In fact, the Fair
Leader of the Opposition had stated
at election meetings in Negombo that
the United National Party Govern-
ment is opening the industrial ven-
tures for which their Government
was responsible. In fact, I would like
to state what this industrial develop-
ment had been. Is it not time that we
reviewed the industrial policy in this
country ? To drive home my point I
would just refer to one or two
examples.

For example, people are now saying
that table fans and pedestal fans are
being manufactured in Ceylon. Every
screw and every blade in that fan is
being imported into this country
from other countries. Now all that we
are doing is to import all the compo-
nent parts and assemble the article
here. But what is the price of this
industrial development? A fan
which can be bought in any other
country for Rs. 125 is being sold
today in Ceylon for Rs. 550. That is
the price that we are paying for the
industrial development which was
most senselessly and most foolishly
started by the previous Government.
We have no business in a country
like ours to start an industry _for
which raw materials are not availa-
bleldIPryou start a paper factory it
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will pay dividends. We can reach
self-sufficiency in Ceylon and we can
export and earn foreign exchange.
You can start another cement
factory for which any amount of raw
material is available. And we are
happy that a second cement factory
had been started in Galle.

Let us for instance take our sugar
industry, a subject on which I have
spoken a number of times because
I happen to come from an area
where there is a sugar factory, that
is in the Gal Oya Valley. We did
get a sugar factory not because we
wanted to manufacture sugar—we are
growing sugar-cane merely to feed
the factory—but only because some
counfry had been able to give as aid
to this country an unwanted sugar
factory. It is said that in Hingu-
rana they have to grow sugar-cane
on 16,000 acres to feed this factory.
What is happening as a result?
Every year from 1961 the Govern-
ment has been losing seven to eight
million rupees on the manufacture
of sugar, and in addition about ten
thousand acres of fertile land which
is most suitable for paddy production
is being wasted in growing sugar-
cane. In faet, it is the opinion of
the experts that this land is not
suitable for sugar-cane but still the
Government persists in growing it
because at all costs it must keep
feeding this factory.

The recent report of the Manager
on the Sugar Industry states that
they have lost fifty million rupees
for the last seven years. How long
can this Government or this country
bear this burden ? Our Government
will not rush in to start this kind of
industry.

They are asking, what has this
Government been doing in the field
of industries? I must tell them
that our intention is to reach self-
sufficiency in the matter of clothing.
Sir, the hon. Members were profuse
in their praise for the Hon. Minister
of Home Affairs for the seven hand-
looms each electorate got and every-
one of them is producing thousands
of yards of cloth.
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I feel it is high time that some
restriction is imposed on the impor-
tation of cloth, and on people going
across to India and bringing in large
numbers of sarees. In fact, unless
we give incentives to the local tex-
tile producers we cannot expect
much achievement from this indus-
try. Under the guise of developing
this industry what are some of these
private  businessmen doing in
Colombo ? There is a great deal of
racketeering in the matter of ex-
change quotas given to them. We
are giving all sorts of concessions
today to some of these so-called in-
dustrialists in order that they may
develop industries, but with what
result ? TLook at the razor blades
that are manufactured locally! We
can in fact import better quality
blades from other countries at half
the price that we pay for them
today. Surely, this is not the way to
develop industries !

I must now refer to certain other
points raised by the hon. Members
of the Opposition. One matter that
was raised is the place that this
Government is going to give to
English in the educational curriculum
of this country. There were two
virulent critics on the question of
English being given a place in the
educational curriculum of this coun-
try—the hon. Member for Dambulla
(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon) and the hon.
Member for Walapane (Mr. T. B. M.
Herath). They spoke on this ques-
tion at length and said that the
National Government is going to
perpetuate something that is unholy
to the people of this country. I would
like to tell them that it is well and
good if we are going to confine our-
selves within the shores of Ceylon.
The moment you get into a plane to
go even to India people who do not
know English will not be able to fill
the embarkation form given to them
in the plane. Today the whole world

has shrunk, and no country can live
in splendid isolation. My hon.
Friends from Dambulla and Wala-
pane—I have the greatest regard for
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them ; I have nothing against them ;
in fact, I admire the fervour with
which they make their speeches in
Sinhalese. But can we in the
twentieth century manage without
a knowledge of English? When I
say that, I am not saying that we
must all speak English. What I
mean is, can we manage without a
knowledge of an international lan-
guage like English—a language
spoken throughout the world ? If
we do not like English because at
one stage we were dominated by the
English, by all means get our future
generations to study French or
German. It is only when we have a
knowledge of such an international
language that we can make a useful
contribution in any international
debate. Those of us who have been
abroad know the extent to which we
can use our national languages.
Therefore, it is not something to
feel ashamed that we should study
English, and for that purpose make
English compulsory in the educa-
tional curriculum. I must on this
occasion congratulate the Hon. Min-
ister of Education for the bold step
he has taken to give English its
correct place in the scheme of things.

I must say a word also about the
co-operative movement and the
police force. I have read speeches
made by the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central as far back as 1961
where he has persistently demanded
the appointment of a commision to
go into the activities of the police.
They have been complaining of
assaults by police, citing instance
after instance in this House and
demanding a commission. Today
this Government has appointed a
commission, but the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central did not
utter a word of praise on that
matter.

The hon. Member for Panadura
suggested the appointment of a com-
mission to go into the working of
the co-operative movement in this
country. Nobody will deny that the
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co-operative movement is sick. It has
to be rid of its ailments if it is to
become a virile medium for the
economic development of this coun-
try. Today, if there are 1000 co-op-

_erative societies, 999 of them are

corrupt, because the Co-operative
Ordinance under which these socie-
ties are registered and function is
outmoded. It is a piece of legisla-
tion that was passed 50 years ago,
and was really not intended to cover
the sphere of work which the co-op-
erative movement or the co-opera-
tive societies are today called upon
to cover. With the law as it is these
co-operative societies cannot be re-
formed, and that is why when a
society is corrupt, when the commit-
tee is corrupt, when there are all
sorts of malpractices, it is impos-
sible to take any steps against the
manager or the committee. Anybody
who has read the Ordinance will
agree with me that that is so. And
that is the reason why at the unani-
mous Trequest of the Government
Parliamentary Group, the Minister
of Agriculture and Food has been
asked to dissolve the co-operative
societies that are corrupt and are not
fulfilling the functions which they
were intended to serve.

I myself requested the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture and Food to
dissolve the co-operative union at
Kalmunai. No doubt, they were
elected by certain societies, but
those societies themselves are cor-
rupt. Here is a society whose com-
mittee bought a lorry for Rs. 40,000.
Within two months they sent it to a
garage and spent Rs. 10,000 on
repairs, and in the third month they
sold it for Rs. 25,000. Nobody, not
even the hon. Membar for Panadura
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene), not even
the hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central, would say that the Minister
was wrong in seeing to it that such a
society was dissolved.

Soon after the Kalmunai Town
Council election, the co-operative
store which was housed in one build-
ing was shifted to the other store.
The goods which were housed in one
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building were put into two, and
double rent was paid because the
new man happened to be a supporter
of the president. These are matters
which cannot be corrected under the
provisions of the Co-operative Ordi-
nance and that is why the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture, with the
Hon. Prime Minister’s approval, has
acceded to the request of the Govern-
ment Group that corrupt societies
be dissolved. I do not think respon-
sible Members of the Opposition
would grouse that. In fact, as was
stated in the national press a few
days ago, this is one of the reasons
why the Emergency is being conti-
nued. If the Emergency is lifted, the
order for dissolution of these co-ope-
rative unions which had been made
at the request of various Members of
Parliament, various organizations,
rural development societies and res-
ponsible citizens of various areas,
would become null and void. Until
legislation is introduced and until
the Bill becomes law, the Emergency
will be continued.

But I would like to ask hon. Mem-
bers of the Opposition what they
mean by saying that there is peace
at the point of the gun. Are they
serious as to what they are talking
about ? Can any hon. Member of this
House say that there is any form of
harassment, that anything extraordi-
nary is happening because of the
Emergency being in force ? Nobody
can say that. In fact, if the Emergency
is in force, it is only nominally so.
The Emergency is there to make
valid some of the orders that have
been passed by the various Ministers
under the Emergency and hon. Mem-
bers can rest assured that this
Government can go on as peacefully
as it is going on now even without
an Emergency. The day the necessary
legislation is introduced, the Govern-
ment will not hesitate to lift the
Emergency.

I do not want to take much of the
time of the House, but in conclusion
I must say this: I said at the com-
mencement of my speech that a
Throne Speech is somewhat redun-
dant in the scheme of things in
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Ceylon. I said that the tree that is in
full bloom on English soil is wither-
ing away an our soil. Everybody 1S
agreed that we must have a new
Constutution, that we must modify
the present constitution. I am not
saying that the form of parliamen-
tary democracy we are following in
this country is wrong. All that I am
saying is that parliamentary demo-
cracy must be modified in such a
manner as to suit local conditions,
to suit the genius of our people. This
is an additional reason why the
National Government has appointed
a Committee consisting of Members
of both Houses, experienced parlia-
mentarians, to revise the Constitu-
tion. The terms of reference have
been given to them. But what hap-
pened ? The late Mr. Bandaranaike
in 1956 tried to achieve the same
purpose, some said. For the sake of
arguing, for the sake of putting in
an obstacle, what is the attitude of
the Opposition ? They are saying that
a new Constitution is needed. If you
look at the terms of reference of the
Select Committee and the provisions
they wanted incorporated in a new
Constitution, you will find that there
is hardly a difference. If they all
get together they can modify the
present Constitution in such a
manner that it would look like an
entirely new Constitution. But what
do they seek to do ? They want to
put obstacles in the way. They are
not serious about the scrapping
of the present Constitution. They
want the same old thing to con- |
tinue. Otherwise they should have
been very happy to join in the |
Select Committee to modify the
present Constitution. That is why |
in Ceylon the party system has be-
come an absolute farce. The parties
criticize each other depending on the
side on which they are sitting. In

fact that the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central is an exam-
ple in point. In 1961 he criticized
the S. L. F. P. Government for
the language policy it adopted. He
had said that the S. L. F. P. was
only concerned about the Sinhala
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only Act. But the policy of the
late Mr. Bandaranaike had been,

“not only Sinhala but Tamil
also.” And that is why the
late Mr. Bandaranaike, within

one year of the introduction of the
Official Language Act introduced
also the Tamil Language (Special
Provisions) Act. The hon. Mem-
ber was criticizing the S. L. F. P.
in 1962 precisely because they
did not introduce the regulations
contemplated under the Tamil
Language (Special Provision) Act.

this Government wanted
to honour the language policy
of the country, because they

wanted to fulfil the promise con-
tained in their own manifesto—it
is also in accord with the policy of
the S. L. F. P., because this Govern-
ment has done what the S. L. F. P.
had failed to do and for which that
hon. Member criticized the S. L. F. P.
Government—he is making a regular
attack on the United National Party
and is trying to drive a wedge
between this party and the other
parties of the National Government
because he feels this combination
very inconvenient to them.

My Friends on the other side must
realize that in the final analysis what
we all want is peace and prosperity
for our people. We may speak from
this side today. We have sat on
that side too. That is why I appeal
to hon. Members in the Opposition
not to view some of these questions
with just one motive, that is, to score
a debating point.

The hon. Member who preceded
me was saying that we must restore
the cut in the rice ration. Did he
understand the implications of what
he was saying ? What is the point

in repeating like a parrot or mouth-
ing these meaningless requests’?
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This Government is fully conscious
of its obligations to the people of this
country. Never in the history of
this country has a Prime Minister
gone to every nook and corner of
this country listening for himself and
asking the peasants what their
difficulties are. The Prime Minister
of the present Government is doing
that, and can any member conscien-
tiously say that this Government or
the Prime Minister of this Govern-
ment is not serious or sincere about
producing more food ? Why is he
doing that? It is because we must
expand production and produce more
food so that we shall have plenty of
food-stuffs to go round. The hon.
Members must be happy that there is
a marked increase in the production
of paddy. I am not saying that
everything is all right. After all the
Hon. Minister of Land is a human
being. My honest feeling is that he
has been saddled with far too many
responsibilities which are a bit too
much for a single individual.
Actually in areas such as in the
Amparai district the people are very
greateful that the Prime Minister had
gone to that district to listen to the
grievances of the poor farmers. I am
not as optimistic as the hon. new
Member for Negombo (Mr. Denzil
Fernando). I do not say that we
will be self-sufficient in food by 1970
or that we will be exporting food to
other countries by then. But if, by
this determined effort on the part of
this Government and its leader, we
produce more food and achieve a
doegree of self-sufficiency in food, it
will surely inure to the benefit of
the people of this country. Consider
the saving in foreign exchange as a
result of being able to discontinue
all imports of  food. Foreign
exchange that is expended on the
import of food today is in the region
of Rs. 500 million. Can we not
utilize that money for the economic
development of our country ?
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary,
in his enthusiasm, has taken 15 minu-
tes more than the time allotted to

Qes’ onfen Scn.

(Beu apevsLr)
(Mr. Mustapha)

I will be taking only a few minutes
more, Sir.

I am not casting aspersions on
previous governments. I am person-
ally aware that the S.L.F.P. Govern-
ment in its own way tried its best to
tackle this problem. They put out the
Ten-Year Plan, introduced in this
House, I believe, by the then Minister
of Finance, Mr. Stanley de Zoysa,
with a lot of fanfare. He broke it up
into several short-term programmes.
But we must realize that plans alone
never produced food. Along with
plans, the people must be enthused
into launching on a determined effort
to produce more and more food, and
that is what this Government is
hoping to do.

And if our efforts are crowned with
success I can give this assurance on
behalf of the Government: this
Government will not hesitate to give
free not one measure, but both
measures.

I may tell this House that this step
of giving only one measure, and that
free, on the ration, was not taken by
this Government against the people
of this country as such. It was a
step taken with the greatest reluc-
tance and after long hours of dis-
cussion and debate by the
Government Group.

And the Prime Minister himself
made it quite clear that if the rice
distributed on the ration is to be
reduced to one measure, then that
measure must be given free to the
people. We in the Government feel
for the masses just as you in the
Opposition feel for them.
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I do not intend to take your time
any longer, Sir. I am sorry I have
taken a little more than the time
allotted to me. I am thankful to the

hon. Members and you, Sir, for giving
me a patient hearing.

. o, 6.47
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(Mr. Mustapha)

On a matter of personal explana-
tion, Sir; I did not say that the
Emergency is being continued in
order to dissolve co-operative
societies. What I said was that
according to the existing law, if the
Emergency is lifted, all orders made
by the Hon. Minister of Agriculture
would become null and void. Until
the necessary legislation is brought
the Emergency has to continue. But
I can assure the hon. Member that it
will be only for a very short time.
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Are you coming to a new point ?
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
You can continue tomorrow.
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It being 8.30 p.m. Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Tuesday, 18th
July 1967.
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MESSAGE FROM THE
(GOVERNOR-GENERAL
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker) -

I have received the {following

Message from His Excellency the
Governor-General :

“ gened Qs 8w

S5 SR, ene®, 8 G
1967 2@ 17
aéL DS BNGE,

1959 goz 8 céem LB SeeHADG WM
Ca (40 c2B gBndw ) PMEH® Gl B
Greesmesy 2 €8 ory Huw wdeny 1967 8
%48 17 OB ¢ By HEH Gl YDRHD
8y owm B mrsmewy Il 608 emded
988anm 1967 %€ 18 2B &» Bwdl @m Bw
@D A0 988BxY Lwmve OB C&.

“Sane BRm DO & pd Swdm dw
@b & B8O on Emmnded LODBE FWMBIRB
D 588 & e DD I Dewm od G
8 @9 Hewddm ®x'F & ACW c0x 08
c®RsY ¢»® e¢d.

aRES. emesE CO.
Jpen AEDSw.
Bewidn @575 O cew

1"
& PDBNGDES).


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

631
10 s aratetaloNClala g ey wsyed qw

“iwar Gssn B W6t &HEG ST

@urenll wreilos,
Q&mupLbL,
Qavimeans,

1967 w2 17.

Qsengas FLUTHMUET 2jouksGar,

1959 oyin eamgen 8 i Paéss FULGEHD
Smssuucuguren (40 b 91 & B muILnTes)
Qun g Fenly uTEHSTULE &L % s 5Gler 2 20
Ofellesr Bip Qaefuflowce 1967 wa 17 .2pb
D880 N8 g5 B ppain Goph &L &L %ng
sl gQar T e Sfae Qereeuule ahUTGSeT
1967 w2 18 gib 588 2APDES &l @)LD BT M
mheer NosLeriuds s Wmda3pe.

@u LrBgss5ms QauafluiLL Sh@E  BwrwLb,
Qurgisar gurms HAFTLONSHGD ELSTUS
a1 PAusBHE < gHunafuiorer @ LOMEIE S50
slnyid  CeemauslanLb LT Z1E ML & 0 (@& IO GoT LI &
@& sned Vo B P Esc LS QeveliuG s ZFHCmeot.

Liferiy. Q&ETILIGIeE!,

w&n@sam Gl 5.

FemlLt &ungmua:ﬁ

Gaargas
sl @.”

N7 B 5 @aar

“ Governor-Generals' Office

Queens’ House,
Colombo,
Ceylon.

17th July 1967.

MR. SPEAKER,

BY PROCLAMATION dated 17th July 1967,
and issued under Section 2 of the Public
Security Ordinance (Cap. 40), as amend-
ed by Act No. 8 of 1959, I have declared

Bewldr 95385 VeTVE®

632
o I

that the provisions of Part II of the
aforesaid Ordinance shall come 'into
operation on 18th July 1967.

I do hereby communicate to the House
of Representatives that the reason for
issuing the Proclamation is for the pre-
servation of public order and for the
maintenance of supplies and services
ossential to the life of the commurity.

W. GOPALLAWA,
Governor-General.

The Honourable,
the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.”
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At 831 pm., Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER
adjourned the House without Question
put.

Adjourned accordingly until
10 am. on Tuesday, 18th July
1967, pursuant to the Resolution
of the House this Day.
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