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Gayper

The House met at 10 A.Mm. MR. DEPUTY
%I;IEAKER‘ [MR. C. S. SHIRLEY COREA] in the
air.

A eREed ALLED®
FenLl gymﬁ'cy
SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

ad aB. D8, @ TF. S8wem(E ¢
(eAmE5y 20 Bod B DOWD) G1OB)

(Qaorres g orib. gyi. @ FAWESTOD—
SN6ll, SRTFETT HeusTT IYDLDFFI)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)

I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
19th July 1967.

BewiEn DAOBNGD
(2.1 FLITBTUWST Sjaurser )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

It was agreed at the party leaders’
meeting that we should have the

' Division by 5 o’clock on the 19th. I
- should like hon. Members to please
- remember that.

s e S0um Y, wwmuddm S,
ey SNBSS 6D pI&QETGTenUILLL F.
Question put, and agreed to.
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GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH :

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS
[FIFTH DAY]
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aeyeller B s smser [16, @la] hsmen §58
maasliQuUHD alaunsi her gyribiflésii Ceaen®
Quenin &Ll eunréasiiu s g.—[8, gr2%J].

Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Amendments [15th July] to
Question.—[8th July].
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BCmw * "—[ Gp. TewEIns].

“That this House do present the
following Address to His Excellency thg
Governor-General in reply to his
Speech :

‘May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Members of the House of Re-
presentatives, thank Your Excellency for
the Speech with which you have been
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pleased to open Parliament. We assure
Your Excellency that we shall give our
attention to all matters placed before

s, ’ "—[Mr. Ranatungal].
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“pbut inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
‘Government has, in the past two
Sessions which cover half its permissible
term of office, pursued policies that
have— -

(a) endangered the independence and
indivisibility of Ceylon ;

(b) undermined the democratic rights
and liberties of the people ;

(¢) brought about a serious and deep-
going deterioration in the
economy and a sharp decline in
the standard of living of the
people ;

(d) made extensive concessions to
foreign and local vested interests
at the expense of national
interests and the vital needs of
the people;

B ewuddsznd B8 Sencad

(e) been characterized by the abuse
of administrative power in order
to pursue vendettas against
political opponents and _ to
inflict vengeance upon public
employees ; and

(f) failed to give effect and acted
contrary to many of the promises
made  during the General
Election of 1965, the subsequent
Parliamentary by-elections, and
in Your Excellency’s Address to
the first and second Sessions of
Parliament ;

and further, as the Address:

(1) reveals the political, economic and
moral bankruptcy of the Govern-
ment and its complete inability
to formulate a comprehensive or
even coherent policy that can
take Ceylon and its people out of
the present morass of political
reaction, administrative paralysis
and economir decline ;

(2) shows that the Government
whatever may be the cost to the
legitimate interests of the
peasantry and other sections of
the indigenous population,
especially of the Kandyan areas,
is determined to enforce the
provisions of the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement (Implementation)
Act that has aroused such
misgiving and opposition ; and

(3) indicates that the Government,
despite the widespread opposi-
tion expressed by local authori-
ties, including those controlled
by constituent political parties
of the Government, and by other
political parties representing
minority interests such as the
All-Ceylon Tamil Congress, is
determined to establish District
Councils in response to the
insistent demand of the Illankai
Thamil Arasu Kachchi, which is
the only political party that
insists on the establishment of
f_uch councils at the present
ime ;

and, in particular, as the Address:

(i) fails to propose any steps to bring
into effect a new Constitution
that will establish a truly
independent, sovereign and
democratic Republic in which all
power will be derived from the
people ;

(ii) does not disclose any intention by

the Government to withdraw
the totally wunjust State of
Emergency that existed for all
but ten days of the past Session
and which is being wused for
partisan political purposes ;
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(iii) does not even mention the acute
problems of unemployment and
the high prices and scarcities of
essential articles in everyday use,
let alone advance any proposals
to solve these problems ;

(iv) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to restore the
former rice ration or, despite the
boast of a record Maha harvest,
even to provide patients in
hospitals with adequate rice
meals ;

(v) makes no reference to any in-
tention by the Government to
ease the burdens on the
peasantry, through the abolition
of irrigation rates, the reduction
of the high acreage taxes levied

from allottees in peasant
colonies, the stopping of the
present exploitation of the

peasants by the private tractor
owners, the reduction of the
rates of interest on loans from
banks and other leading insti-
tutions, and by other measures

Gvi) contains no proposals to ensure
that employees in the public
and private sectors are compen-
sated for the decline in their
real wages and salaries as a
result of the increased cost of
living ;

(vii) while boasting of exporting fish
abroad, makes no reference to
any intention to see that consu-
mers in Ceylon are supplied with
an adequate quantity of fish at
reasonable prices or that the
many hardships of the fishermen
are ameliorated ;

(viii) shows no intention by this Govern-
ment to discontinue its present
policies which have brought
misfortune and ruin to large
numbers of persons engaged in
the production of handloom
textiles and handicrafts ;

(ix) indicates that the industrial policy
of the Government is, at best, no
more than to continue or expand
projects that originated at the
time of the previous Government
while in practice impeding the
progress and impairing the
efficient working of many
existing industrial ventures ;

(x) shows that the Government intends
to continue the hoax that the
alienation of thousands of acres
of State lands to private, foreign
and local capitalist interests lo
grow subsidiary foodstuffs, the
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compulsory dragooning of thou-
sands of school children to
weed paddy lands, the creation
of a politically-motivated ‘Land
Army’, and the boring reitera-
tion over the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation of senseless
jingles urging listeners to grow
more food, represents an ‘all-out
effort’ to achieve self-sufficiency
in food;

(xi) indicates that the Government in
addition to the restrictions it has
already imposed on opportuni-
ties for higher education, has not
changed its policy of making
inroads into the scheme of Free
Education ;

(xii) reveals that the Government has
lost interest in the Nindagama
Lands Bill, about which it spoke
so eloquently at the time of the
Balangoda by-election ;

(xiii) does not disclose any intention to
grant political rights to public
employees ; and

(xiv) does not reveal any intention by
the Government to end the wide-
spread corruption that prevails,
particularly in high places ;

this House has no confidence in Your
Excellency’s Government.”—[Dr. N. M.
Perera].
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“but call on the Government to

suspend diplomatic and other relations
between Ceylon and Israel until such
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time as the Government of Israel with-
draws its armed forces from the territories
of the U.A.R., Syria and Jordan which

they occupied by force after 4th June
1967. ’—[Dr. N. M. Perera].
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“but regret that, contrary to Your
Government’s profession that it has
‘sought to wuse every opportunity to

promote a just and lasting solution of
the problem of Vietnam and will continue

to do so,’ Your Government has in fact
failed to condemn the aggression of the
United States of America against South
and North Vietnam and to demand the
unconditional withdrawal of U.S. armed
forces from Vietnam, which are essential
for a just and lasting solution of this
problem. ”—[Dr. N. M. Perera].
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“pbut inasmuch as,

this Speech, which refers again to
numerous unfulfilled old pledges and
which Your Excellency was required to
read for the third time as well, is full of
repetitions ;

it is now abundantly clear that this
Government is unwilling to liberate the
country from the stranglehold of the
English language which has been the

primary cause of the greatest national
decline, class distinction and national
discord ;

Your Excellency’s present Government,
without mentioning even a word about
the official language question but purport-
ing ostrich-like perhaps to indicate to the
people that there is no such problem and
that it has been solved successfully and
that the Act is being implemented. is
doing administrative work in the Engh_sh
language, having thrown the Official
Language Act into the waste paper
basket :

the gradual change-over to Sinhala in
administrative work, brought about by the
previous Government has been abandoned
and action is taken to re-introduce English
into Government affairs;

Your Excellency’s Government while
claiming that national education 13
being imparted in the mother-tonguc,
is not taking any steps to employ the
mother-tongue in the sphere of higher
education but is forsaking rural children
and poor, helpless urban children by
continuing the English medium in
medical, law, engineering and other
professional studies in the universities ;

in spite of there being an Act called tho
Language of the Courts Act, Ne. 3 of 1961,
never was a single case heard or a single
judgment written in the official language
in any Magistrate’s Court, in any Court
of Requests, in any District Court, in any
Assize Court, in any Supreme Court, in
any Court of Criminal Appeal, in Ceylon,
but instead all judicial work is conducted
in an alien language, not understood by
the masses ;
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while the existing system of justice,
the legal profession and many of its re-
lated conventions are totally alien to the
historical and cultural environment of
this country, Your Excellency’s present
Government, because of its attachment
and abject servility to the English mode
of life, as prevailing in England, is
attempting to shroud Mother Lanka with
the pig-tailed wig and other English legal
conventions, in its reluctance to effect any
change in this state of affairs;

even in the Labour Tribunals set up,
under the Industrial Disputes Act, for tne
convenience of ordinary employees, the
proceedings, maintenance of records and
writing of judgments are done not in the
Sinhala language, understood by the
workers of this country, but in the
mother-tongue of Her Majesty the Queen
of England;

in the newly established corporations
too, even internal administration is not
conducted in the official language, but in
English, which is regarded by the
Honourable Ministers of Your Ex-
cellency’s Government, as their mother-
tongue ;

instead of framing ourselves in our
own language our own Constitution
which should be the foundation of the
economic, cultural and spiritual free-
doms of the people born in this country,
and which should be the purest symbol
of national pride and sovereignty, prepa-
rations are being made to cut the corners,
snip the edges, piece together and there-
by patch up the Soulbury Constitution
which is an English crown of thorns
hastily and secretly put together and
placed on our heads by the white sahibs
who handed over this couniry to the
black sahibs ;

the various forms of corruption, moral
degeneration, political vindictiveness,
nepotism, injustice, inequity and irra-
tionality which have spread throughout
the length and breadth of the land and
in every nook and corner of society since
Your Excellency’s Government came into
power, have paved the way for the per-
version and distortion of moral precepts
and practices, the philosophy of life, the
aesthetic sensibility, and the moral
virtues of our future generations ;

we express our displeasure and deep
regret in regard to the alarming, arrogant
and destructive aspect of Your Excel-
lency’s Government.”—[Dr. N. M.
Perera].
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Question again proposed, “ That those
words be there added.”
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Actually there is nothing very sig-
nificant in the Throne Speech that
was delivered by His Excellency the
Governor-General a few days ago.
The Debate has been dull due to that
fact. But there are one or two inter-
esting items mentioned in the Throne
Speech that I went into, the reason
being, I suppose, that I have generally
a suspicious mind. The record of this
Government has been such during the
last two years that when lthey talk of
importing planes or extending the
railway I am inclined to find out who
is getting the commission on the

transaction.

Sir, you will remember, on the
question of the purchase of the Nord
I brought out certain facts on the
Floor of this House. My criticism on
this matter was not destructive criti-
cism, but as one who had certain facts
available to him I pointed out to the
| Minister that it was inadvisable to

buy the Nord. At that ttime what I
really expected of a responsible Min-
ister was at least to meet us and find

Bewldm 9538 @eHACw®
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out what these facts were, what we
have to say against the Nord, appoint
a committee or commission to go into
these facts and then decide as to
whether he should proceed with the
transaction or not. The Minister of
Communications, Hon. E. L. B.
Hurulle, instead of doing that merely
appointed a few stooges who were
directly interested in the purchase of
the Nord to go into the matter and
advise him with regard Ito the pur-
chase.

In fairness to the Hon. Minister, I
must say that I felt at that time that
he was being led up the garden path
by his officers. Certain other facts
have come to light subsequently and
1 am in a position to state that two
top-ranking officers in the directorate
of the Civil Aviation Department
shared a five per cent commission on
this purchase of the Nord. One
director was given a gift of an
autogiro. The autogiro is in Ceylon
and he is flying in it. When ques-
tioned as to how he got this auto-
giro—here the people cannot get
down a car or even a radio—the
reply given by him is most amusing.
He says that he is one of the
co-designers of the autogiro—this
Ceylonese gentleman is a co-de-
signer—and that the company which
manufactured this autogiro had given
it to him as a gift.

I ask this Government, if I write to
the Government stating that I have
been a co-desginer in the matter of
improvements to the Mercedes Benz
cars, will it allow me to import one
of these cars and say that it is a gift
from the company ? Or if I get some-
one to write to me stating that I have
helped him to improve his business
and as such he is giving me a gift of
an autogiro or any other valuable arti-
cle, will this Government accept that
as an excuse and allow me to import
an autogiro or any other valuable
article ?

Even at this late stage I ask the
Minister of Communications to
appoint an independent committee or
a committee of this House to go into
this scandalous transaction.
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You will be interested to know, Sir,
that there are in this region alone,
the Asian Region, twenty-five airline
companies. I have collected the statis-
tics from them. These twenty-five
companies fly a total of 399 planes and

Name of Airline

Civil Air Transport Co. Ltd. (C A.T.)

Cathay Pacific

China Airlines

(Based at Taipei)

Philippine Airlines

(On order 5 planes but no Iridents or Nords)
Indonesian Garuda -

(On order 2 planes but no T11d¢=r1ts or Nords)
Malaysian Singapore Airlines et
Thai International ;

(Thai Airways)

Air India

Indian Airlines Corpora.tlon

Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC)
Air Vietnam

Pakistan International Au-hnes

(PIA)

I am reliably informed by Pakistan
International Airlines that they do
not intend purchasing a single Trident
in future because the Trident has
proved to be an expensive failure in
Pakistan.

The argument put forward by the
Trident lobby in Ceylon is that the
overhaul of a Trident can be done in
Pakistan, whereas the overhaul of a
Boeing has to be done either in the
U. S. A. or in the U. K. But in fact
Pakistan International Airlines will
confirm that the cost of overhauling a
Trident is so high that it is cheaper

Name of Airline

Middle East Airways
(MEA—Beirut)
Iraqi Airways

1967 & 18
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not a single one of them has a Nord.
I will now read out the names of these
companies because I will not get
another opportunity to tell the public
what this Minister has been up to :

Total No. No. of
of planes Tridents Nord
5 Nil Nil
4 Nil Nil
13 Nil Nil
42 Rl ] Nil
25 os NIl Nil
17 ey il Nil
7 S Nl Nil
9 v < N Nil
65 alsa ANA Nil
33 - Nl Nil
16 S5t Nil Nil
20 s 3 Nil

to send a Boeing to the U. S. A. or to
the U. K. This is the view of an air-
line using the Trident, the Rs. 22 mil-
lion Trident we have now decided to
purchase. Pakistan International Air-
lines have on order one 707-340, two
F-27s and two Boeing SST, bult not a
single Trident. These Trldents are
now for sale. If they were satisfied
with the Trident they would have
ordered for more Tridents. Having
tested and tried the Trident they do
not want it any more.

To continue with the list :

I do not know whether they are satlsﬁed with the Trldent

Tran Airways
Kuwait Airways

Total No. No .of Famm"g
of planes Tridents Nord
12 s Nil Nil
9 v 3 Nil
14 o L Ml Nil
8 e 2

This is a private company who are the agents for Trident, and even they, out of 8 planes

have only two Tridents.

Syrian Airlines

Sudan Airways

Ghana Airways
Ethiopian Airlines

El Al Israel Airways
Royal Jordanian Airlines
Air Congo

Lebanese Airways
U.A.A. (U.AR.)

9 Nil Nil
10 Nil Nil
8 Nil Nil
15 Nil Nil
7 Nil Nil
8 Nil Nil
24 Nil Nil
5 Nil Nil
14 Nil Nil
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Out of a total of 399 aircraft, there
are only 8 Tridents and not a single
Nord. Air Ceylon made a blunder by
buying a Nord, one of the wors't planes
manufactured according to the ex-
perts. The only company using the
Nord in the whole of Asia is a private
company in Japan who are the agents
for Nord. They bought their own
planes. Ceylon has gone in for the
Nord.

Everytime there is a defect, the
Minister or his stooge in the depart-
ment makes a casual statement that
the defect is a minor one. The last
defect reported was that the warning
light, which should come on when the
under-carriage is defective, came on
even though the undercarriage was
periect. According to the authorities
the under-carriage was all right but
did not open in Amparai, and subse-
quent efforts made before it arrived
in Colombo brought the under-
carriage into position, but the red
warning light did not go off. This
shows that even the warning system
in that plane is defective.

I would say that we should be
more concerned about the failure of
the warning system which is more
important than engine failure. The
warning system should be perfect in
a well-designed and well-constructed
plane. Even if the warning light
continues to be on when the under-
carriage comes into position, it can
well be that the warning light will
not be on when the under-carriage
does not come into position. There
may be other defects which occur
which the warning system may not
reveal. The warning system which
fails to function in one instance can
be defective in other circumstances
as well.

The earlier defect was that a small
piece of metal which was subjected
to metal fatigue broke off and the
plane could not reach its maximum
speed. I would like the hon. Minis-
ter to let us know whether he feels
sure that although that tiny piece of
11 inch metal is defective the rest
.of the material used is not defective.
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BICT 58 DSIBNGD
(e FLTBTWST 6uiSerT)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I do not want to interrupt the hon.
Member, but I think it would be
appropriate if the matter referred to
by him is brought up during the
Budget Debate.

SéowwDé Swn.
(B HFrCsrssr)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

I am referring to this, Sir, bcause
it has some bearing on the dieseliza-
tion of the railways. As I proceed,
you will see that there is some con-
nection between this and the dieseli-
zation of the railway, which is men-
tioned in the Throne Speech. There-
fore, Sir, I am tracing the history of
this before I come to the question of
the dieselization of the railway.

Now, Sir, does the Hon. Minister
expect us to accept his statement that
this tiny 13 inch piece of metal was
the only defective piece of material
used in the whole structure? My
contention is that if the vibration of
the plane can cause a piece of the
engine to break and fly off, it is
enough to prove that this plane is of
a very inferior design and made out
of inferior material.

In a plane accident in America
where a Nord was involved, defective
material in the engine resulted in the
engine splintering and injuring
people in the plane. That is strictly
connected with this incident. After
that accident the manufacturers ad-
vised our experts here to load less,
fly lower and fly slowly. The com-
pany has to accept the position that
this plane is not up to the expected
standard . On that point, I think the
Hon. Minister was led up the garden
path and did not really know what
he was about.
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I am sorry to see that foreign ex-
change to the tune of millions of
rupees is going to be invested in the
dieselization of the railway.

Pardon me, Sir, if I go into some
technical jargon.

As you know, in the case of cars,
planes or trains, as new engineering
developments progress they have to
be embodied in the new engines
whether diesel, petrol or steam. You
own a car yourself, and you know
that originally they had a side-valve
low compression engine; later they
developed an overhead valve high
compression engine. The main pur-
pose of all these developments is to
reduce the friction in an engine by
enabling the engine to give maximum
output of power to be converted to
speed with less revolutions of the
engine. I am sure, Sir, you will
understand this technical jargon.

In the case of diesel engines which
are used for railways, originally there
were the ordinary diesel engines in
which, when the piston goes down,
the air is sucked in and the resulting
combustion is converted into power.
Then they found that the extra air
is pumped out and that the power
consumption is great. The latest de-
velopment is a thing called the inter-
cooled engine in which friction is re-
duced, wear and tear is reduced, run-
ning costs are reduced, and with a
lower revolution per minute they get
the maximum power, which results
in cheaper running. That is the
position as far as diesel engines all
over the world are concerned.

Some of the facts and figures I
quote are from Krupps, a West Ger-
man combine who are the pioneers
and experts in engines. But, of
course, our experts seem to be
cleverer than those West German
diesel engine pioneers.

The Throne Speech states that the
Government has decided to import
87 diesel units for the dieselization
of our railways. Let me quote ex-
pert opinion on this matter :
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“Tt has been established by experts
that low speed diesel engines (1,000
rpm. and lower) of the supercharged

and intercooled type operate most
economically. ”

I can quote facts and figures from
a number of countries in Asia where
intercooled and supercharged low
speed engines are used and whose
running costs have been cut down
by almost one-third.

What has Ceylon done? Ceylon
has just called for tenders for the
supply of diesel engines for our rail-
ways. Our specifications are such
that only one particular company can
supply these engines. They specify
the altitudes at which the engines
should be able to run, the maximum
speed, maximum weight they should
be able to carry, and they say that
the diesels may be supercharged but
not intercooled. They particularly
specify that the diesel engines should
not be intercooled.

I understand that Mr. Rampala is
about to retire. If this Government
is keen to give Mr. Rampala a bonus
I think there is a better way of giving
him a bonus. That is to allow him
to retire. I say this in all serious-
ness. I accuse Mr. Rampala and cer-
tain of his officials of trying to get
a big cut on this transaction. I ask
this Government to appoint a com-
mittee of this House to inquire intc
it. We have documentary evidence
to maintain our position. If the Gov-
ernment allows this transactior to go
through the loss to it will amount
to millions of rupees. After all, there
is no urgency in this matter. The
decision to import these engines was
taken about one year ago and if they
could have waited all this time they
can very well wait a little more and
call for fresh tenders. Allow some
of the officials in the Railway Depart-
ment who know about these engines
to go into this question. I cannot
mention names, but I have consulted
some of the top engineers in the rail-
way itself and they told me that they
are shocked by this transaction. They
say that it is similar to the decision
to import cars for us : they later told
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us, “ We do not want Mercedes Benz
cars, let us get down the V Model
Fords.” This is as bad as that, and
parallel with the buying of the Nord.
That is why I started with the Nord.
Am I to believe that this Minister
was misled by the Nord people and
allowed his stooges to mislead him on
that matter ? And is he allowing
Mr. Rampala similarly to advise him
on the purchase of diesels ?

Now these figures should go into
Hansarp. The purchase price of a
low-speed, supercharged and inter-
cooled engine would be Rs. 86 million.
The purchase price of the medium/
high-speed, supercharged engine also
would be approximately Rs. 86
million. The non-intercooled engine
would cost us approximately Rs. 86
million. So there is no saving as far
as the cost of these engines is con-
cerned, except the “ cut ”. The total
savings on fuel if we buy the low-
speed, supercharged and intercooled
engine would be Rs. 192 million over
a period of 25 years. We could save
that amount on fuel if we buy the
latest technically advanced, super-
charged and intercooled engine. If
we buy the medium/high speed,
supercharged and intercooled engine
we would be saving only Rs. 163
million. But if we buy the type of
engine which Mr. Rampala has
advised the Government to buy,
and which it has decided to buy,
the total saving would be only
Rs. 155 million, resulting in a loss of
savings amounting to over Rs. 40
million during a period of 25 years.
Just because one man has to get his
retirement bonus the country is
going to bear a loss of over Rs. 40
million over a period of 25 years. The
total period required to cover the cost
of our investment in the case of a
low-speed, supercharged and inter-
cooled engine is 13 years. In the case
of a medium high/speed, super-
charged and inter-cooled engine, the
total period is 14} years. But in re-
gard to the non-intercooled engine
that they are trying to buy the total
period required to cover the cost of
investment is 16 years. The fuel eco-
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nomy in the case of the first type, the
low-speed, supercharged and inter-
cooled engine, is Rs. 112 million. In
the case of the medium/ high speed,
supercharged and inter-cooled engine,
the saving is Rs. 87 million. But in
the case of the non-intercooled
engine the saving is only Rs. 68
million.

So in all seriousness I would like
the Minister—I do not know whether
he has permitted his officers already
to finalize the transaction and bank
their commissions—to go into this and
not permit his innocence or his
foolishness or his lack of knowledge
or lack of experience to be used by
his officers to feather their own nests.
I am trying to be as charitable as
possible as far as the Minister is con-
cerned., but it is difficult for me to
believe that he is permitting this sort
of thing to happen regularly.

He has permitted Mr. Ray Wije-
wardene to obtain an article as a gift.
It is no secret. Everyone knows that
he has got a gift of an autogiro and
he says that it has been gifted to him
for helping to design that autogiro.
Despite all the inquiries which are
going on, our country has already de-
cided to buy this Trident, a plane that
has been rejected by other countries.
If the commission on the Nord was an
autogiro, I wonder what the commis-
sion on a Trident is going to be, and
I would like to know who gets this
commission.

Then they make mention of a Gem
Corporation and they have connected
it up with tourism too. The Gem Cor-
poration is something that we mooted
when we were in power, and I am
sure at that time both sides of the
House were in agreement that it
should come. I have seen the Minister
of Industries on this matter. I am
sure even now he is for the formation
of a gem corporation, and the only
way in which he can earn foreign
exchange on gems is by having a gem
corporation. There is a difference of
opinion on both sides of the House
as to how a gem corporation should
be set up, but that does not matter. So
far as I am concerned I am ready to
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share any know-how that I have if
you in all seriousness intend to start
a gem corporation. I shall give all
support to a corporation.

But in setting up a corporation if
you intend taking the advice of those
whose history in connection with the
gem industry is questionable to say
the least, then oi course you will not
go far. There aie people who have
been interested in this trade for years
and years. Dr. Buthpitiya is one of
them. I still meet him regularly. I
think he is the person who knows
most about this trade, one of the
people who have studied this subject
thoroughly. Then there is Mr. Wije-
wardene. There are a few people who
helped us too—not on a political
basis ; they are probably not politi-
cally interested—and if you consult
them I am sure you can get some-
where.

The to.al saving possible on gems
is about Rs. 400 million. At the time
I first mooted this question, my esti-
mate was Rs. 140 million, but I think
it is now Rs. 400 million.

It is strange that the customs ex-
port figures of gems from Ceylon to
Hong Kong is only 1/600th of the im-
port figures in Hong Kong from
Ceylon. The total gems coming into
Hong Kong from Ceylon officially ac-
cepted as gems from Ceylon is 600
times the amount of gems that our
records show as having officially left
Ceylon. I am not blaming the cus-
toms officers. I dare say they have
been doing a very good job recently.
Several big detections have been
made and I compliment them for the
way they have been conducting their
inquiries and their raids. They have
not bothered as to who’s who these
offenders are. They have gone out of
their way to tackle the known rogues.
But it is not so easy as all that.

A gem is a thing which you can
smuggle very easily. I understand
some of the ruses used are to conceal
gems inside tubes of toothpaste, in-
side sealed tins of fruit taken out of
Ceylon, and in various parts of the
anatomy which I do not want to des-
cribe or list. So the fact that 600
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times the quantity of gems exported
from here reaches Hong Kong is no
fault of the customs because some of
the big detections show that they are
above board, the majority of them.
But without a gem: corporation, with-
out a tightening of controls from the
point of origin right up to the point
of sale, you cannot stop the smug-
gling of gems. Unfortunately very
big people are involved in this trans-
action.

As you know, I brought to the
notice of this House the case of a
Muslim priest who in the presence of
a Minister attempted to smuggle
dollars and gems out of our country.
There were other instances where I
had to clash with top people in power
today by trying to expose corruption.

We are asked to buy Ceylon goods
and not to wastz money on imported
sarees and cloth. But recently a
Minister’s daughter had to pay over
Rs. 5,000 =5 duty on sarees, coffee,
cocoa and luxurics that she brought
from India. Is it fair to ask the
people, the ordinary peasant and the
poor villager, to do without their
corriander, sudulunu, maldive fish,
onions and even one measure of rice
when the exampie set by top people
in the Government and their kith and
kin is to fly off to India and bring
thousands of rupees worth of sarees
and luxury goods and pay customs
duty ? What is the background to
all this ? Why is it that big smug-
glers, big rogues and crooks, do not
fear to carry on their activities
today ? The reason is that they
have the protection of the person
whom we call the gedera balla. The
top law officer in this country today
is politically partisan and politically
corrupt, if not corrupt in other ways.

Take the case of Mr. Mackie Rat-
watte. That case is a very interesting
one. The Hon. Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs asked us to get
together with thom and co-operate
in the national interest. Does he ex-
pect to receive that assistance from
us by harassing people? They are
harassing that gentleman for no other
reason than that he is the brother
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and private secretary of their prin-

cipal political opponent, the former
Prime Minister.

I quote for the edification of this
Government from a book, “ The Law
Officers of the Crown” by J. L. 1. J.
Edwards, at page 177:

“THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE ATTORNEY-
‘GENERAL IN CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS :
PRELUDE TO THE CAMPBELL CASE IN 1924

Speaking in the House of Commons on
February 16, 1959, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Harold Macmillan, stated: ‘It is an
established principle of government in
this country, and a tradition Ilong
supported by all political parties, that
the decision as to whether any citizen
should be prosecuted, or whether any
prosecution should be discontinued,
should be a matter, where a public as
opposed to a private prosecution is
concerned, for the prosecuting authorities
to decide on the merits of the case
without political or other pressure. It
would be a most dangerous deviation
from this sound principle if a prosecution
were to be instituted or abandoned as a
result of political pressure or popular
clamour.’”

That is just the opposite of what is
happening in Ceylon. I have no peace
at home. This gedera balla is haras-
sing me too.
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Sir, there is this unfortunate situa-
tion today. In the case of Mr. Rat-
watte, he was tried once. The case
was thrown out. He was tried again.
The case was again thrown out. I
understand they are now trying to
launch a prosecution against him once
more.

Take my case. There have been big
threats on the Floor of this House to
sue me if I repeated outside some of
the things which I said here. A letter
of demand was brought by a Junior
Minister of the House. I tore it and
in polite language advised the person
who wrote it into what part of his
anatomy that letter should go. Up to
now I have not been charged. I have
been repeating from every election
platform that Mr. Abeyagoonesekera
is a rogue, that the Minister is de-
fending a rogue. I have said so pub-
licly. There is no risk of prosecution
because they dare not prosecute me. I
have been criticizing my Friend, the
Hon. Minister of Labour, about an
incident where a certain priest was
introduced by him to Ceylon under
his patronage, and that fellow turned
out to be a smuggler. No prosecution
was possible. I exposed the case of
a Minister’s daughter bringing luxury
sarees into Ceylon. No prosecution
was possible. The law officers of the
Crown have probably advised the
Minister not to prosecute me, because
there is the danger of my proving my
case.

How can you expect to wipe out
corruption, the smuggling of goods,
of gems, blackmarketing in currency
and so on, when from the Attorney-
General upwards there is a link with
these corrupt people. I have a copy of
a letter written to the Hon. Prime
Minister. This copy has been sent to
me. I will read it.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Signed by whom ?

8éot s @w.

(8. FrCss51)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

Signed by a “Devoted Citizen”.

Bokdds DS1BhGDNS
(-1 FUTBTWIST Il &6iT )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Signed by whom ?

8éew s e

(8. FrCsssr)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

It is not an attack on anyone in
particular. It is signed by Devoted
Citizen ”.

BoTEn DSIBNGEDDNE

(e sUTFTWST el Ser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

You have a sense of responsibility.
I do not think you should read
anonymous letters.

8éaw’nd e,
(8m. frCssar)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

Then I will not read it. I will only
say this: there are certain people
who cannot afford to sign their names
in letters of this type while a govern-
ment like this is in power. In this
letter the Prime Minister has been
given facts and figures and the names
of certain smugglers, and I dare say
he has handed it over to the correct
authorities to probe this. But what
happens ? It goes to the Attorney-
General’s Department where there is
a person like Mr. Ameer, a political
stooge who is directly in league with

some of the big people involved in
this, and nothing happens. But if it is/

a case of a political opponent then, of
course, everything possible is done
until either the case is proved or the
poor person involved goes bankrupt.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

May I suggest to the hon. Member,
if he is so sure of his facts, that
instead of dropping the matter he

should take it up with the Hon.
Prime Minister ?

Sleced é Q.
(8. Fr1Css657T)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

I will do so, but what is the use ?
In the case of Mr. Abeyagoonesekera,
I keep on “ defaming ” him in public,
saying that he is a rogue, that he has
been convicted, accusing Mr. Kitula-
goda, the Inspector who inquired into
the matter, of conniving with Abeya-
goonesekera, of destroying court re-
cords and fingerprint records. But
nothing happens. Now I have got the
pattara itself with the engraving to
prove that it belongs to Mr. E. W. F.
Abeyagoonesekera, and also an affi-
davit by Mr. E. W. F. Abeyagoone-
sekera’s three children stating that
Mr. A. W. A. Abeyagoonesekera is
the person who stole it. But this
Government is not interested be-
cause this person seems to be having
influence in the Government. I have
got documents to prove that this
same person, who is the Chairman of
the Port (Cargo) Corporation, smug-
gled money out of Ceylon to India—
documents signed by him. But this
Government is not going to take any
action against him. So what is the
use ? Certainly I will hand this
letter over to the Prime Minister,
but if anything comes of it I will be
the most surprised man.

Bewids DS1BNGDDHS

(e.L1 &LITBTLST 9auF&6T )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Why, you do not believe it to be
true ?—[Interruption.] You said, if
anything happens you will be sur-
prised.

eéor’nd @
(8. Hrlsssar)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

Yes, I might die of shock.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Because you think the facts are not
true ?

Jéee’ DS @can.
(8w, FsCssar)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

No, because the past record of this
Government is that when such a
matter was broughlt to light and an
Inquiry was promised, court records
were destroyed, fingerprint records
were destroyed, a cousin of the person
against whom I made the allegation
was put in charge of the C. I. D.
documents to enable the destruction

of those documents. S0, what
can we expect? Surely, the Prime
Minister and his Government

should know that the very fact
that this man sent me a letter
of demand and when challenged
to proceed with the case, refuses to
take that risk, is sufficient proof that
I was right when I alleged that this
man is a rogue. And he has lied to
Parliament. If any one of us had done
a thing like that it would be consi-
dered a terrible insult to this House.
Here is a man, a chairman of a cor-
poration, who made a Junior Minister
of the Government read a false state-
ment in this House.

8. 8. cDeewed G (drun e
#OBew lle®@s’ny eC@®)

(8. w. 9. Qaalssr—Cs&fu
Creneu Yy &ifler LT T T@BLOET P& &mifli
FN&)

(Mr. D. B. Welagedera—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Nationalized
Services)

Why false ?

Jéew Dé S,

(8. HrCsrsaT)

(Mr. Weerasekera)

He is one who made a public state-
ment that he is not guilty and that he
is not the same person.—[Interrup-
tion]. I am not saying that the Junior
Minister made a false statement.
but that this man made the Junior
Minister make a false statement.
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The Junior Minister sincerely
believed it was true, but now the
Junior Minister sincerely believes
that my allegation is true.

eaCewesd Ow.

(8@. Qaadssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

I do not believe it.

déecif e .
(8 rCsssr)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

I am not concerned about your
believing it. I am concerned about
the Junior Minister who made that
statement. He now sincerely
believes that my allegation is true.

SDCewes .
(Bm. Qaclssr)
(Mr. Welagedera)

Who is thalt ?

Séoednd Swn.
( ﬁ@, FrCsssr)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

The Junior Minister of Local Gov-
ernment, Mr. R. Premadasa. Not you.

I will now deal with the question
of the development of tourism. The
tourist industry in this country is at
presentt in the hands of a person called
Mr. Chib. The history of Mr. Chib
is very interesting. When we went to
India — the Junior Minister of State
was the leader of our delegation—we
had a discussion with Mrs. Jaipal
Singh, Parliamentary Secretary to the
Ministry of Tourism in India. In the
presence of the Junior Minister of
State—she asked us—she asked me
in fact—"“ How is your new adviser
on tourism, Mr. Chib ?” I thought
she was going to praise the man. I
said, “I do not know what Mr. Ata-
pattu has to say, but as far as I am
concerned I would not praise this
man . And she said, “ You are not
far wrong. We got rid of this man
because all he did was to form an
empire round himself and go round
the world at the expense of the
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Indian Government.” There was an
inquiry pending, questions were
raised in the Indian Parliament.

The question raised was in regard
to corruption, inefficiency and the
commissions taken by Mr. Chib, and
certain influential people induced
Mr. Chib to send in his papers for
resignation. v 1

I have the record here with me,
Sir, according to which, when
questioned in Parliament as to why
they were not proceeding with the
inquiries into the conduct of
Mr. Chib, the Minister concerned
stated that as Mr. Chib had sent in
his papers for resignation it was nov
intended to proceed with the matter.

Anyway, it was accepted as a fact
that Mr. Chib only feathered his nest
in India. Already what had been
done by Mr. Chib in India has had
to be deliberately undone by his
successor. Mr. Chib had constituted
four corporations. Even here he has
started corporations such as the
Hotels Corporation, this corporation
and that corporation. Mr. Chib is
famous for starting corporations.
After he was kicked out from the
post he held in connection with
tourism in India, in order to put
India back on her feet touristwise,
his successor had to undo what
Mr. Chib had done, merge the
various corporations into one and
come back to the position where
there is only one corporation
concerned with tourism.

And this is our expert ; this is the
person whom we have got down to
advise us in regard to tourism in
Ceylon. Already Mr. Chib has gone
round the world twice to study
tourism. It is a wonderful situation !
This is the expert who had come to
Ceylon to advise us on tourism.

All the travelling Mr. Chib did
while in India was luxury travelling
as a tourist round the world. Ac-
cording to the Indian Government,
Mr. Chib never did any travelling
in order to gain knowledge about
tourism except when he went to
Afghanistan. The little knowledge

1967 %GB 18

ol
R exddsnd EEIG S0

about tourism Mr. Chib has, he has
gained in Afghanistan. All his
other travelling has been proved to
have been luxury travelling round
the world.

Now, after Mr. Chib came to
Ceylon to act as our special adviser,
in which capacity he draws a salary
20 times that of one of our top
directors of corporations, he has gone
twice round the world to study
tourism. The expert we have got
down, or who has been sent here to
teach us tourism, has already gone
twice round the world to study
tourism !

There are talks of luxury hotels in
relation to tourism in Ceylon—
Hilton Hotels and other hotels. But
consider the benefit tourism has
brought to this country up to now.
The total amount of earnings we
have made from tourism for the last
two years is less than half what we
earned in 1959, whereas the money
we have spent on tourism is more.
The present position is that we are
now spending precious foreign
exchange to develop tourism and
earning only half what we spend.

Hong Kong spends on tourism by
way of propaganda and otherwise a
little less than what we spend here,
but she earns Rs. 550 million per
year from tourism. According to
last year’s expenditure figures in
regard to tourism we have spent
almost as much as Hong Kong, and
this year we intend spending more.

I have gone into this question very
thoroughly, Sir, but to give all the
details would take too much time.
It can be proved that our adviser on
tourism is really in link with certain
tourist agencies in India and is doing
more to serve tourism in India than
tourism in Ceylon. The advice he
gives us is wrong.

Newldn DANGDDE

(oL EFUTFTLST ZauiEer)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

How much longer is the
hon. Member for Dehiowita going to
speak ?
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(8w & rCsrsar)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

How much more time have I got?

eI S5 WSBNGDDNS
(eeu FurTprUST 96uTSHaer)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member has actually
exceeded his time by 20 minutes, but
he can go on. I only wish to know
how long he will take.

8éees’nd €.
(B Hr1Css55rT)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

I will deal with only two more
points, Sir, which I feel I cannot
avoid dealing with. One is in
relation to the matter of the import-
ation of bicycle spares. As you are
aware, the last Government was
criticized not for not doing work.
The position taken up by the then
Opposition was that the work it did
was good but it was done in the
wrong way. Now, our criticism
against this Government is that they
are undoing the work—little work
according to them—we did, but not
doing anything themselves.

One of the industries we helped
to establish in Ceylon was the
manufacture of bicycle spares. I
have with me a letter written by the
Ceylon Bicycle Spare Parts Impor-
ters’ Association. They are importers,
not manufacturers, of bicycle spares.
They have supplied me with certain
facts and figures which I am, in all
seriousness and with full respon-
sibility, placing before the House.
I am ready to prove every statement
I make here.

This industry is really in the
Panadura Electorate. It is called
Lanka Industries Corporation. It
has been given over a million
rupees worth of foreign exchange
for the import of bicycle spares,
that is, spares to manufacture
bicycles. What is really happening
is that spares are imported and
bicycles assembled in Ceylon.

Bewldm 9238 edDCwH
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Take, for instance, the assembling
of a bicycle inflator. The compo-
nents that go to make an inflator
are imported. The only thing that
is manufactured here is the leather
washer which costs two cents. I am
giving these figures to show you that
this man, who is the so-called manu-
facturer of spare parts, is running a
racket in foreign exchange. I am
quoting only a few essential things.

Bicycle forks are imported by
this company in Panadura. Each
fork costs Rs. 3.50. That is the cost
of the components for the manu-
facture of a fork, without paint and
finish. He gets all the spare parts
from the United Kingdom, and
payment is made in sterling. A
completed fork. painted and ready
for fitting, if imported from India,
costs Rs. 3.25. If imported from
China, the same thing costs Rs. 2.40.
But, according to this spare parts
manufacturer, the cost of only the
spare parts to assemble the fork in
Ceylon is Rs. 3.50. The finished
product with paint and finish costs
Rs. 5, whereas from ¢he cheaper
sources two forks can be imported
for this price.

Then take the case of bicycle
chains. All the links are brought to
this country, they are joined to-
gether and assembled into a com-
plete chain here. That is something
that can be done by any cycle kade.
According to this importer, a chain
comprises Rs. 1.40 worth of links.
Once they are joined together in the
shape of a chain, the chain is sold
for Rs. 10.50. The cost of a com-
pleted chain imported from China is
only 75 cents. If imported from
any other country it cannot cost
more than Rs. 2 per chain. So you
see the profit this man makes. On
his own admission, the links that go
to make one chain cost Rs. 1.40 and
he sells a completed chain for
Rs. 10.50, making a profit of over
400 per cent.

This industrial enterprise was one
that was set up during our time,
and he was allowed, in the first
instance, to import spare parts,
assemble bicycles here, and pro-
gressively start manufacturing those
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parts here. But what he is doing
now is, he is engaging in a glorious
racket in foreign exchange. He is
over-invoicing his imports of spare
parts and getting payment in the
form of sterling; he is converting
the spare parts into finished products
in his so-called factory and selling
them at a profit of over 400 per cent.
He expects the Government to give
him exchange for bicycle spare parts
which are invoiced at about twice
the cost of the finished product.
From the point of view of foreign
exchange it would be cheaper for us
to import the finished product than
to allocate foreign exchange to this
firm to import the parts and to
assemble them here.

The Hon. Minister of Education
wanted us to co-operate with the
Government, and he accused us of
setting up the workers against the
Government.

In this connexion I want to men.
tion one matter. In the Chilaw
district there is a co-operative tex-
tile society—The Chilaw Co-opera-
tive Textile Society. After this
Government came into power they
dissolved the society and started
running the venture under the
Co-operative Department. On the
15th of last month some of the
employees of this establishment
formed themselves into a union. On
the 16th every single person who
joined that union was sent an inter-
diction notice and they are now all
going to be thrown out. It so hap-
pens that that union is sympathetic
towards a particular opposition
party.

Beosieds RS BN DS
(211 Fummrissr D e )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I do not think there is a union by
that name in Chilaw.

Sbetd Dé can.
(8 Frlrdar)
(Mr. Weerasekera )

I am sorry. It is the Chilaw-
Puttalam  Districts = Co-operative
Textile Societies Union Limited,
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Nattandiya. I am sure that if it was
in your electorate you would never
have permitted this to happen.
Since it is in the neighbouring
electorate you might go into this.

I shall now read out a letter.

1967.6.16 E» &2 e dw wWmDE@D
oy 8@

nsf @ween 23,

Qo 8O 86 VD il e ern dess Jmme
DS gdmm Réernw oz sn P& ge € s
9Ged B0 dun’ dwed ctf dw OEDD g
B2 C¢ AD ¢ 08. 608 Bwds aBOT B
goyeny wowded ACedn e smdSsyD
poammed @i ®d ©gm 99 »mE gbon
sy 98,

RO 8GRD @B eWern wPs Vewzsy
edern snw &  HEed cCeRsy »a
Bee B D¢ e DS, "

Up to date no charges have been
framed against these persons. 1
appeal to the Government not to do
this sort of thing if they want the
co-operation of the workers. If any
person commits an offence by all
means charge him and if he is found
guilty sack him, but do not do this
sort of thing. Today a union is
formed and within twenty four
hours interdiction notices are served
on each and every member of the
union,

If this Government is sincere in
what it says and intends to practise
what it preaches, let it read this
morning’s *“ Daily News.” The paper
says that the controlled price of beef
is to be put up by 30 cents.

Before this the price of a pound of
beef at the Kollupitiya market was
Rs. 1.70 when the controlled price
was 90 cents. Now it will be very
much more.

Today beef is sold over and above
the controlled price in the presence
of the price control inspector in
charge of the Kollupitiva market.
This officer is the most corrupt man
in the Public Service I have seen, I
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have seen him taking away beef from
the market at the end of the day.
Recently an officer of this House
complained to him about the sale of
beef over the controlled price but no
action was taken.

How can the Government do any-
thing about this when they are
legalizing blackmarketing in beef ?
When the controlled price was 90
cents a pound we had to pay Rs. 1.70.
I suppose if I have to buy a pound of
beef today I will have to pay Rs. 2.

Is this how the Government is
bringing down the cost of living?
The price of beef is being raised
because the butchers support, finance
and even feed the Government. I do
not think we can expect anything
from this Government. I appeal to
them to take the verdict given at each
of these by-elections seriously and to
allow others, who can rule this
country much better than they can
ever hope to do, to undertake that
task and save this country from
the chaos into which it has been
plunged by this inefficient and
corrupt regime.

& ow. 11.48

o 3. 8. ch»IR (DO, dB
X @ o Bs §HOB)

(Oserreu orib. o1&, (pa&ibidE—a ST ife
Qarife srer, ofL_elil] YOLEFSFT)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed—Minister
of Labour, Employment and Housing)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I thank you
for permitting me to participate in
the Throne Speech Debate. I am
sorry I have to follow the hon. Mem-
ber for Dehiowita. Members of the
Opposition who spoke earlier main-
tained a very high standard of debate
but, I am sorry to say, the hon.
Member for Dehiowita brought the
standard down to a very low level

The hon. Member for Dehiowita
referred to several matters. For
example, he said that the hon.
Member for Kundasale is now locked

up.
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Séeed @d Oca.
(B, FrCssam)
(Mr. Weerasekera)

I did not say he was locked up.

o 8. ©8. ehnd
(Q&eroreu erib, 6T&. APSLOLDGI)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I assure him that the hon. Member
for Kundasale is one of our most
loyal Members and will always stand
by us.

The hon. Member for Dehiowita
referred to certain other matters.
When he makes statements he must
be responsible for them. He made a
serious charge against Mr. Rampala,
the General Manager of Railways.
There is a Bribery Commission. It
has been set up to investigate such
charges. Instead of making that
charge here, the hon. Member should
have gone before the Bribery Com-
missioner or sent him all the
particulars for investigation. That
would have been the correct proce-
dure for the hon. Member to adopt.
Instead of following that procedurs,
he came here and made a very
serious charge against a responsible
government officer.

It is the duty of the Chair to see
that sufficient protaction is given te
government servants, who are unable
to defend themselves. Hon. Members
are privileged persons and they must
be careful in what they say. I think
the Chair should take special note of
this type of speech.

Now, Sir, as regards the priest who
came to Ceylon, this is a very old
story, to which the hon. Member tried
to give a twist. He said that that
priest was my guest and he was
invited by me. I assure him and the
House that I did not invite this priest
nor did I have anything to do with
him. This charge has been repeated

several times. Questions have been

asked and answered to the satis-
faction of all concerned.
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I do not want to waste my time
replying to the irrelevant and
irresponsible statements made by the
hon. Member for Dehiowita, Outside
this House I find that he is a very
pleasant person, but once he enters
this House something enters into him
and he permits himself to utter
diabolical falsehoods. I do not know
what is wrong with him, but I think
he needs the attention of a psychia-
trist.

I now come to the speeches made
by hon. Members of the Opposition.
I find that many of them have made
very long speeches lasting for an
hour or one-and-a-half hours. How-
ever, I find that they have not made
a case against the Throne Speech we
have presented. My knowledge of
Sinhala is limited. The hon. Member
for Yatiyantota, who opened the

Debate for the Opposition, has
made his speech in Sinhala.
I got a person to read it for

me and I found that there was noth-
ing in it which needs a reply. But
there are one or two points that need
some clarification and I think if is
my duty to clarify them.

In his speech he said that the
Government says one thing outside
Parliament and something else inside
in order to deceive the people. I
think that is a very unreasonable
statement to make. This Govern-
ment always stands by what is right.
We say the same thing both in and
out of Parliament unlike the Opposi-
tion. When they go to the South
they say one thing, when they go to
the North they say another thing;
when they went to Negombo they
became the defenders of the Catho-
lic Church. We do not adopt that
type of tactics.

S. 8. GGl @w. (ewheEsy
2N )

(,@@ e 19, B s T ger—0GsrQeres
@)

(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)

Why did you not take the Federa-
lists elsewhere during the by-
elections ?

3——&0 5178 (67/7)
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(Qsorres erib, erd, (Lp&LbLLST)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

We are prepared to take them any-
where. We are supported by the
Federal Party and we are with them
and they are with us, and we are
happy about it. We took them to
Negombo and Kolonnawa and we
will take them to Attanagalla.

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
referred to a statement made by the
Hon. Prime Minister, when he was
Leader of the Opposition, just before
the previous Parliament was dis-
solved. He quoted this statement of
the Hon. Prime Minister: “I am
quite confident that the patriotic
people of this country will defend
with their lives their priceless free-
dom from being destroyed.” I am
happy that the Hon. Prime Minister
has preserved freedom and demo-
cracy. It is because he preserved
democracy that the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa is here today.

OCHIDY B e,
(8. @oissgen)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
That is how you also came here ?

a& 208, DD. o

(Q&orrar erib. eré&. (p&HLDLOG)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Otherwise he will have no place in
this House. He is here because we
have guaranteed that freedom.

@eomém“m Dca.
(Dm. @QomsTgGer)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

You have destroyed freedom. You
have banned strikes.

@ 90, 8. o@D

(Qasoroay erib, erd. APSHLOLLST)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

We are talking of democracy.
Opposition Members are all very
vociferous about democracy. They
say that they are the defenders of

30\*%%
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democracy. I want to bring to the
notice of this House, especially the
hon. Leader of the Opposition, that
during her time when the voters’
lists were prepared certain Govern-

ment  officials adopted subtle
methods. I will explain those
methods.

Bowedd @wE. 8. A nGm
(g 2oed G)

(BminG & flwrCour YT, 1O,  LIGTL_TY

BT L1 &— 9 35 H6T H6Va) )

(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
Attanagalla)

You must prove that.

oS 0. DD, e&1nD
(QserTar erib. eré. (psLbid )

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I do not know whether it was done
with the consent of the Government,
but the Government in power should
take the entire responsibility for
what they did.

HEEodT BT NN D Bes.

(B @ pwrCar Liewriroprugas)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

What about the lists that were
made in June 1964 ?

ad 8. DT, e
(Qserrey erib, o1&, Ap&sLdLDGI)

{(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Fortunately for democracy Parlia-
ment was dissolved earlier than its
normal period. If we had to go to
the polls after the full period of that
Government we would have had to
fight the elections on a manipulated
voters’ list.

BE@edDT AeHNdsNGE Des.
(Brws & pPwrQeur L rrprusgs)
(Mrs. Sirimavoe Bandaranaike)

You are not making that allegation
against me ? There is the Commis-
sioner of Elections—

Bewldw I8 e
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ad 90. 9. cmOD

(O&errar erip, ere, @oaitbmér?)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I shall explain. A manipulated
voters’ list—[Interruption].

B30T & WDNBNGHNS
(2. FLTBrUST Your&er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please!

ad 28. T. 60O
(Qsermray 6rib, eré&, (P&SLDLLDG)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

When they attack us we are pre-
pared to take it. They too must be
prepared to take it when we give
them back.—[Interruption].

5@t s DSIBNGDD
(2.1 FLITBTUIST 9jouTEer)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Hon. Members
must not interrupt. When they get
their chance to speak they can con-
tradict any statement that is not true.

ad 20. 92. o»Od
(Q@errar erib. er&, Ap&LDLDSGT)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

If the elections were held after the
full period of office of the last Gov-
ernment none of us would have been
here, bult all of them would have been
Members of the Government. I shall
explain how it was done. The grama-
sevakas who had—[Interruption].

BewI &8 WNS1BNGENN
(L1 sUTprLIET Saugser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

As the Hon. Minister is coming to
a new point, the Sitting is suspended
till 2 p.m. On resumption, the Hon.
Deputy Chairman of Committees
will take the Chair.
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de’8® S0 gunmEd OmEnd gy 8925
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Slueln &m@ @i

Sitting accordingly suspended till 2 P.M.
and then resumed, MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
OF COMMITTEES [SIR RAZIK FAREED,
O.B.E.], in the Chain

@ 90, 98, c&n®d
(Qserreas erih, ors, (LPSLDLD &7 )
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed;

When we adjourned for lunch I was
dealing with the question of the
voters’ lists. I want to explain how
this manipulation was done. You
know, Sir, the Ilast Government
appointed gramasevakas and the re-
gistration of voters was done by these
officers. If you study the voters’ lists
for each electorate where we held
by-elections you will notice that over
three thousand names have been de-
leted and in addition a further three
thousand five hundred names have
been included. These are facts
which nobody can deny. I do not
accuse the last Governmnt or say that
they were aware of this situation,
but certainly I do hold them respon-
sible for the action of the officers
concerned.

For instance, if fifty names of our
supporters are deleted and fifty
names of their supporters are includ-
ed we lose one vote and they get two
votes. This is the subtle method that
had been adopted in the matter of
registration of voters. They expected
the last Government to continue in
office for its full period. The mani-
pulation of the voters’ lists was done
for the purpose of using those lists
at the last General Election but for-
tunately Parliament was dissolved
before the expiry of the period of
office of the last Government and we
had to face the polls on the old
registers.
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o¢. & ¢ 8T ®w.
(B erov, 2, 19. Goar)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

You lost even at the recent by-
elections held.

ad 0. 8. c@m®d
(Q@serrey erih, eré. (Lp&LOLD G )
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

We fought the election on the old
registers. I think Almighty God was
on our side, Parliament was dissolved
earlier, and we were able to defeat
the last Government.

Then what happened after the
elections ? We were not aware of
this manipulation. We had a series
of by-elections. In all the by-
elections, we had increased our votes
but lost our seats: or where we had
expected to win, we lost. Therefore,
you will see that if the last General
Election was fought on the old regis-
ters, none of us would be here. It
would have resulted in the entire
Government party then in power be-
ing returned. That is what I want
to point out.

However, I wish to make it clear
that the Commissioner of Elections
is a person of the highest integrity.
No one can point a finger at and
say anything against the Commis-
sioner. He is above board. He is one
of the finest persons occupying that
post today. He is quite impartial.
He was not aware of this conspiracy
that was hatched by the then Gov-
ernment to destroy democracy.

Therefore, this Government has
now adopted a new method so as to
put an end to this type of malpractice
in the future. We had to take action
against the gramasevakas to prevent
what is happening now. The present
arrangement 1is that the grama-
sevaka has to be accompanied by a
member of each political party. "So
registration will now be above
board.  Therefore I hope that this
present system will be satisfactory
to some extent.
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I brought this matter to the notice
of the House because the hon. Mem-
ber for Kolonnawa (Mr. T. B. Ilan-
garatne) spoke of democracy and said
that we have destroyed democracy.
But you will see that if we had to
fight the last General Election on
their own list of voters they would
have buried democracy. My hon.

Friend should be the last person to.

speak of democracy. I think it trans-
pired before the C.W.E. Commission
that the hon. Member for Kolonnawa,
when he was Minister of Commerce
and Trade, had ordered the take-over
of the entire trade, had alerted the
Army, Navy and Air Force to take
over the trade forcibly from the pri-
vate sector. That is the type of de-
mocracy they were practising when
they were in power. I understand
that there are a few disgruntled
traders who are now trying to sup-
port the party of my hon. Friend.
I warn them of their fate. It will be
disastrous for them to support the
party which had manipulated to
take over their trade by force.
Therefore, I warn these traders to
be careful about these people who
are now trying to be their friends.

The hon. Member for Panadura
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene) made a
reference to the importation of a prin-
ting press by a trade union and sought
to make the point that we are unde-
mocratic. This Government permitted
the importation of a prinlting press
for the Opposition knowing very
well that that press will be used to
destroy this Government, that it will
be used against the Government, to
spread false propaganda against the
Government. Knowing all this, still
this Government, because it believes
in democracy, permitted an Opposi-
tion party trade union to import a
press from abroad.

aé 9y RSy
(Q@orra QEssSsan Q)
(An hon. Member)

Why are you not permitting the
publication of the “Jana Dina” ?
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(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)
I am coming to that.

Therefore you will see that this
Government really believes in demo-
cracy.

You will remember that when the
hon. Leader of the Opposition was
Prime Minister, the ¢ Siyarata”, the
party organ of the United National
Party, printed a cartoon of the then
Prime Minister. What happened to
that paper ? The C.I.D. and the mili-
tary walked into our U. N. P. office,
confiscated all the papers and pre-
vented the press from functioning
for a few days. This is how they had
been behaving.

Regarding the “ Jana Dina’ I want
to point out this. The “Jana Dina”
press still remains closed. The paper
had carried a news item, before it was
closed down, about the Prime Minister
attending a function in a Cinnamon
Gardens’ home and cutting a pig on a
Poya day. To him it was a joke. It was
a joke for the hon. Member for Pana-
dura. It was no joke for us. It is a
very serious matter to see a Buddhist
Prime Minister cutting a pig on a
Poya day. It may be a joke to the
Sama Samaja Party but it is no joke
to our party. It may be a joke to lthe
Sama Samajists or to my good Friend,
the hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central (Mr. Keuneman).

8. & 8. om0 . (e el
DD O5YE)
(8. G, .

LG5 PSS (LD 9ymIS S ST )
(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

Are you saying that the Prime
Minister has never eaten pork?

19, G)esa‘urmsér—@&;r@qu

@& DO, V. DO
(Q@erres erib, or&. (APHLDLLGT)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I am not saying that. I am lfalking
about the cutting of a pig.
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(Mr. Keuneman)

How can he eat it without cutting
the pig ?

oS BR. DD, e»nOD
(Qserres orib- eré, @psibiog)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I do not know what steps he will
take. It was about the cutting of a pig.
It is a joke, he says. It is no joke to
us. It is a serious matter. What is hap-
pening under the very nose of the
hon. Member for Panadura may be a
joke to him and what is happening
behind his back also is a joke to him.
It is no joke to us. We consider it a
serious matter to make a charge
against the Prime Minister of this
country. We had warned this paper.
The publication was banned several
times. They were still continuing to
manufacture falsehoods through that
press. Therefore we had lto take action
Now the matter is before the court.
It is for them to satisfy the court and
then the matter will end.

Sir, regarding the question of the
Emergency, you know that we are
- continuing the Emergency to preserve
democracy—

CISTATON SO
(& QLo )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Now, that is a joke.

oS 90, 98. e@wne®d
(Q&serras erih. ora, ApSLOLD 57 )

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

—because we are aware that the Op-~
position is plotting or conspiring to
overthrow this Government, the legi-
timately elected Government.

SO ea.
(B Qsariwer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

We are openly opposed to it.

1967 #E 18
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(Oserrey erih. oré, @pSLOLD GT)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

If they oppose us here, it is all right,
but we have information that they are
organizing a big strike. Therefore, we
are continuing the Emergency to pre-
serve democracy and to prevent the
creation of a dictatorship in this
country.

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central gave statistics from
the Central Bank Report. The trouble
with him is that he uses statistics
which are advantageous to him ; he
does not give both sides of lthe story.
He only quotes statistics which are
advantageous to him.

SeMHSEY Yean.

/ ﬁ@ G]asearma&r)

(Mr. Keuneman)

There are no other statistics.

ol DO, 9D. eDH»OD

(Qserrey erib- eré, apsibiosa)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

There has been a conscious effort on

the part of the Opposition to mislead
certain sections of the people.

When we do the correct thing, they
criticize us. When we do the wrong
thing, they criticize us. When we do
nothing, Ithey criticize us. So I have
decided to do the thing that I consider

richt and allow them to do the
criticizing.

WMV EY S,

( 'Q@ G)aseorms&r)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Which is nothing

ad 28, 92, cHnOR

(Q@orrey erib. eré. (Ap&HLOLDLGT)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I went to tell the Opposition that we
are always prepared to receive sug-
gestions from the Opposition provided
they are constructive. We find that
their criticisms are of no use to
anybody.
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I now come lto the price of rice.
Some Members said that the price of
a measure of rice is Re. 1.40, others
said it is Re. 1.20, and yet others said
it is Re. 1.10. They gave all sorts of
prices. I had an opportunity to check
up on the price of rice, and I wish to
say that the ruling market price of
rice ranges from 80 cents to Re. 1.10
a measure. There is a variety of rice
for 80 cents a measure—

08, 8. ¢ cwmBwm £S5 Ow.
(B2 5Y c@d)

(@@ ertd, (S, 19 GleFrirewr Q'ﬁﬁ?mﬁ'ﬁ;m—
BepeurmGar: )

(Mr., M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda)

Where is it available ?

a6 8. 29, e&hr»®d
(Qsorres orib. erd, apsLLLd )
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

You do not know. That is the
trouble.

There is another variety of rice for
95 cents, and yet another variety of
rice for Re. 1.10 a measure. The
‘“ Harischandra ” variety is 95 cents.
Therefore, though hon. Members are
trying to make out that the price of
a measure of rice is Re. 1.40 and
sometimes Re. 1.60, rice is available
at 80 cents a measure.

a& Oy Badeowsy
(Qawarres 9msEsolr IHAIT)
(An hon. Member)

Where is it available at 80 cents a
measure ?

o 28. 98, c&ned

(Qserras erib, er&, (PSLOLOG)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

It is available and it is obtainable
without much difficulty. But they
come here and say that the price of
rice is very high in their electorates.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
said that in his electorate the price
of a measure of rice is Re. 1.10 and
even Re. 1.40.

Bewldm ®57%) VeRVC®
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o¢. 8. ¢ & .

(8w erer, &. 19 Hovaur)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Where is it available at 80 cents a
measure ?

ol 0. 8. c@nd®d
(Q@orrey Grih. ord. (LPSLOLLE!)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

The Re. 1.10 rice that the hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central
is referring to must be a special kind
of rice ; I am talking of the price of
the rice I eat. The price of rice is 80
cents, and at the most it may be
Re. 1.10. So you will see that the
prices given by the Members of the
Opposition are misleading and in-
correct.

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
said that some of our Members want
to hang on to the saree pota.

PO em.
(8- Osarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I never said that. I said that you
accuse us of doing that.

o 20, V8. cH»dOB
(Qserrar erib, er&, APELDLLS)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I really cannot understand why our
Members want to do that. We came
here by the votes of the people and
there is no question of any of us
wanting to hang on to the saree pota.
It is the Communist Party and the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party that are
hanging on to the saree pota.—
[Interruptionl.

This Government is concentrating
on food production and we are giving
all possible assistance to the culti-
vator to produce more food. The
food drive has been intensified after
the cut in the rice ration. I am sure
that in a short time this country will
have plenty of rice and other pro-
duce. We ask the people to bear with
us till these schemes start producing
resultsobecause we are sure that we
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will be able to produce all the rice
we need without depending on
foreign countries for our rice. I
hope and pray that we will be able
to achieve this end very soon. I also
hope that the Opposition will give
this Government their co-operation,
because in the matter of food pro-
duction we must all rise about party
politics. I appeal to hon. Members of
the Opposition to co-operate with us
to see that this country produce all
the rice it needs, so that we ican
completely do away with the import
of rice in the near future.

Now, a few words about the Land
Army. The Land Army has already
started work in certain areas and
appears to be a very popular project.
This project will also provide em-
ployment to a large number of
youths who wish to take to agricul-
ture. Once this project gets going it
will, T think, be possible to give em-
ployment to about 15,000 youths.

The hon. Member for Walapone
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath) said that two
of our party members have imported
cars and wanted to know how they
were able to get the necessary per-
mit. I do not see anything wrong in
that. If one could satisfy the import
control authorities one is free to im-
port cars. I would like to know from
the Opposition how the wife of the
hon. Member for Akuressa (Dr. S. A.
Wickremasinghe) and the wife of
Mr. Anil Moonesinghe, the former
Member for Agalawatta, were able
to import cars.

ey e

(8. Qseriver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

That was three years ago.

oS 99, 2D, e®»ed
(Cserres erib. ere, (P& LOLD &1 )
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Even then the exchange regula-
tions were in force—[Interruption].
I do not say that it is wrong. If
person can satisfy the Exchange
Control Department, certainly he
can import cars. It is unfair to sit
there and say that so and so has

1967 & 18
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imported cars as if it is something
wrong to import cars. On our part
we can turn round and say that the
wite of the hon. Member for Aku-
ressa has imported a car or that
Mr. Anil Moonesinghe has imported
a car. I repeat that it is not wrong to
import a car if exchange control
rules are complied with. What I say
is that you must not try to throw
mud at us in this way. You must
try to get at all the facts before you
come here and make allegations of
this type against hon. Members of
this House.

Then, regarding the Negombo by-
election, I wish to say this so far as
the Muslim voters are concerned.
There was a mischievous article the
other day which appeared in the
“Sun” paper. It contained a mis-
chievous and misleadng accusation
against the Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion. It alleged that the Hon. Minis-
ter of Education had said at some
Government Parliamentary Group
meeting that the Muslims had not
voted for the United National Party
at the Negombo by-election.

I say quite emphatically that that
allegation is absolutely untrue. The
Hon. Minister of Education never
made any allegation like that. The
“Dawasa” group of newspapers
seem to be carrying on a vicious
campaign against the Hon. Minister
of Education to make him unpopular
with the Muslims. He could not have
made such a statement because the
Muslims actually did vote for the
United National Party.

Another matter I wish to refer to

is the setting up of district councils.
If one refers to the Throne Speeches

of the governments that were
in power Dbefore the present
Government came into office, one

would see that every one of them
mentioned district councils. This con-
cept of district councils is not some-
thing new that we have introduced.
The previous Government said in
three or four Throne Speeches that
they were going to establish district
councils. Even the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) has
supported the establis hment of dis-
trict councils.
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It is a vicious campaign that is being
carried on against the present Gov-
ernment making out that these dis-
trict councils are something new.

It is only a proposal to establish
district councils that we have in the
Throne Speech. We have said only
what you said earlier, but with this
difference : whereas you said that you
were going to introduce and establish
district councils we have said that we
are going to establish district councils
under the control of the Central Gov-
ernment. There is a big difference
between your Throne Speeches and
our Throne Speech in this respect. We
have specifically said that the district
councils which are going to be set up
under the present Government will be
“under the control and direction of the
Ceniral Government. In my opinion,
such distriet councils will be glorified
municipal councils.

The Bill to establish district coun-
cils is not before us. We do not know
what its provisions are going to be.
Even I, a Minister, do not know what
the provisions of the Bill are going to
be. We have not even discussed the
matter. We have only mentioned in
the Throne Speech that we are going
to establish district councils.

What is wrong in that ? What you
said earlier we are saying now. We
have, in a way, copied you. In the
matter of the establishmenlt of district
councils we are following the sari
pota, with the one important differ-
ence that our proposal is to establish
district councils under the control
and direction of the Central Govern-
ment.

Members of the Opposition must
not criticize something that is not yet
born. I do not know whether it is in
the womb, but it is not yet born.

e»OsY Sca.

(‘@@ G & T LOGT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

But we know the parents.

Bewldm ©53% @elaCw
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(Qserras erib- oT&. (PSLELLST)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Once the baby is born that will
be the time to see what sort of baby
it. is; that will be the time for
criticism.

sy .

(8ap- GserLoer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

We know it is going to be a
monster.

ad 98, 98, o
(Oserrar erib. er&, PSLELLS)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I wish to assure my Muslim
brothers that the establishment of
district councils will not mean the
withdrawal of any of the privileges
they enjoy under the present mode
of local government. The rights and
interests of the Muslims will be pro-
tected by the Hon. Minister of Local
Government, who is very concerned
about the rights of the Muslims.
Once district councils are estab-
lished, my Muslim brothers will see
that their rights and privileges have
been preserved and maintained. I
once again assure them that they
have nothing to fear on that score.

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
made the charge that I mentioned
about profit-sharing by employees
but so far nothing has happened. If
he read my contribution to the last
Throne Speech he would have known
that I only said that I was appoint-
ing a commission to go into that
question. It is rather a complicated
matter and it cannot be done by a
few people seated round a table and
drafting legislation. Many matters
have to be considered carefully. It
is not so easy and it could be gone
into fully only by a competent
commission. The commission was
appointed. It has submitted its
report to me and the report is being
studied by my officials and by the
Planning Department. Once the
report of the commission is studied
and the Government accepts it then
a Bill will be introduced in
Parliament.
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The hon. Membker had also said
that the Hon. Minister of Labour has
done nothing. I wish to point out to
the hon. Member that I have done
within these two and half years very
much more than what the Minister
of Labour of the previous Govern-
ment had done for nine long years.

Several new laws have been
passed. Many amendments have
been introduced to the Wages

Boards Ordinance. The Labour De-
partment is implementing most of
those laws to provide a greater
measure of relief to the worker.
Therefore nobody can say that the
Government has done nothing.
Even the contract system is now
affected by wages boards. Our
officers are engaged at the moment
in collecting statistics, and we would
be implementing these measures
very soon under the Factories
Ordinance. If the hon. Member
wishes further clarification he
could either meet me or the Commis-
sioner of Labour who would give him
all the details of work we have been
doing for the last two and a half
years.

Many new trades have been started
and we hope to extend the wages
board system to many of these
trades. We have also increased the
number of training centres. Now
there are 22 carpentry training
centres, 22 mason training centres
and 12 barber training centres.

The vocational training centre at
Urugodawatte holds double sessions
now. EKarlier it enrolled 200 trainees.
Since the double sessions were held
there are 400 trainees attending this
centre. We propose to establish a few
more centres, one at Pallekelle in the
Kandy District, one at Jaffna and one
at Colombo. We hope to start work
in these centres as early as possible.

From this you will know that this
Government has done a tremendous
amount of work for the betterment of
the lot of the workers.

3. 8. ¢ BCD .

(5m o0, &. 19 Bdour)

(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Except you nobody says that.
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(Gworres erib, erd, apsLbiogr)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Regarding the procedure obtain-
ing for housing loans, I wish to say
that we have now streamlined the
system of granting loans. I know
that it was a curmbersome procedure
in the past. It took over a year to
obtain a housing loan. Today it is
possible for a person to get a loan
within three months.

¢ . 8. ¢ BET D O,
(B, erov. &, 19 Heveur)
(Mr. L. C. de Silva)

Must be for some people.

ad 28, 99. eH»IOD
(Oserre orth. o1&, Ap&HLOLDST)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I can give you very many instances.
In the past there were constant criti-
cisms against the department. There
were letters to the editors of news-
papers criticizing the department
over the long delay entailed in grant-
ing a housing loan. But now that has
been set right. I am glad to mention
to this House that for the last six
months to one year not one letter has
appeared in the newspapers criticiz-
ing the Housing Department. Nor
has any member of the public com-
plained of delay. There may have
been some cases where delay was in-
evitable because, if a title to the land
was not acceptable to the National
Housing Department, the department
took the initiative to acquire that
particular land and clear the title of
the applicant. Those instances were
rare. If everything was in order, in
normal cases the applicant was in a
position to get a locan of Rs. 25,000 in
three months.

In accordance with the policy of the
National Government, the Depart-
ment of National Housing has offered
during the period 25th March 1965 to
alst May 1967 housing loans to 5,995
persons amounting to Rs. 55 million.
During the previous ten years, since
the inception of the department, from
1955 to 1965 loans amounting to
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Rs. 100 million were given to 7,701
persons. You will thus see the
amount of work that has been done
during the last two years, and I take
this opportunity to congratulate the
officers of the department on the
work that they ars doing.

The department also engaged in the
construction of 1,830 flats, costing
nearly Rs. 35 million, within this
period. During the period 1855 to
1965 only 1,114 flets were constructed
by the department. So you will see
the amount of work we have been
doing during this period.

We have our difficulties, financial
difficulties, but in spite of them the
department has been doing a lot of
work. We have not been sitting com-
fortably and warming our seats, as
stated by the hon. Member for Kolon-

nawa (Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne).

|  We have had instances in the past

of Bills which, though approved by
| the Cabinet of the last Government,
were opposed when presented by the
National Government. I cannot
understand the attitude of the Oppo-
sition in regard to those matters. We
need the co-operation and support of
the Opposition. In parliamentary
democracy the Opposition and the
Government must co-operate. If one
side, merely for the sake of opposing,
oppose legislation previously ap-
proved by them, parliamentary de-
mocracy will not work. I regard par-
liamentary democracy as a priceless
gem which should be preserved at
any cost, and it is the duty of the
Government and the Opposition to
see that this institution of parlia-
mentary democracy is preserved and
continued.

I do not think it is necessary for
me to speak at length. I have touched
upon the matters concerning my
Ministry which have been raised by
hon. Members of the Opposition.

I thank you.
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It is very unfortunate that we
should be debating the Speech from
the Throne in a depleted House.
Various reasons have been trotted out
as to why hon. Members have not
taken sufficient interest in the pro-
ceedings of this House and as to why
they are not present in large numbers
both from the Opposition side and the
Government side. The newspapers
have queried why there was a lack of
enthusiasm and interest in the
Throne Speech Debate and Members
have given various interpretations
and explanations. I for one who have
listened to many Throne Speeches
since 1952 feel that the interest Mem-
bers of the House take in the Throne
Speech is declining year by year. Sir,
my opinion is that the Throne Speech
is an outmoded tradition that we are
trying to perpetuate in this House.
The Speech from the Throne contains
a policy statement of the Government
and the steps it is going to take in
the ensuing year with regard to vari-
ous aspects of work. Immediately
following it there is the Budget
which, although precisely not in the
same terms and same form, outlines
the policy of the Government and it
is yet another way of laying before
the House and the country the policy
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and forms of implementation of the
policy of the Government, so much so
that the question has been asked from
time to time as to whether it is neces-
sary that the Speech from the Throne
and the Debate following it, the pre-
sentation of the Budget, the Debate
on the Second Reading of the Budget,
and thereafter the Committee stage
which reflects even the microscopic
actions of the Government, should
necessarily follow one another. I
think a lot of re-thinking is necessary
with regard to this matter.

I for one feel that the Debate on the
Speech from the Throne and the
Budget immediately following it are
two things which merely help us to
waste the time and energy of the
House.

The Speech from the Throne is a
convention that we have borrowed
from the British Parliament and
parliaments of other Commonwealth
countries and whether this feature
should be continued at the expense of
the time and energy of hon. Members
of the House and Parliament is a
matter that should be considered. No
doubt, we should follow the traditions
of developed democratic countries in
the Commonwealth, but we must also
consider whether what we follow is
really worthwhile. This is not a new
idea, but this suggestion has been
made in this House from time to
time, and I think it is a suggestion
worthwhile examining.

It is not the Speech from the
Throne that has been the cause of
disinterest but the proceedings of this
House. When we say whatever we
want to say irrespective of whether
it is relevant to the question or not,
Members of this House feel that it is
not worth-while listening to because

we have been repeating these things
over the years.

Coming to the Throne Speech itself,
it has been a very elaborate deserip-
tion of the programme of the Govern-
ment for the ensuing year. Perhaps,
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it is too detailed. A number of
things which had been half done
and a number of other things which
have not been done have been
detailed in it. But I would only say
this: if the Government could
accomplish and conclude the schemes
and the projects that have been envi-
saged in the Speech from the Throne,
I think we would have achieved a lot.

In the sphere of agriculture this
country has not witnessed anything
more enthusiastic or more progressive
in the direction of food production
than now. If you go to any nook and
corner of this country you will find
people mnot only interested but
actively participating in some form
of cultivation because they know the
plight in which we are placed with
regard to the food position.

I wonder how far we will be able to
succeed in achieving our targets or
objectives with regard to the plans
we have laid down. I have often
pointed out in this House that the
success or failure of a scheme of deve-
lopment, whether it be agriculture,
industry or otherwise, depends on the
efficient working of the machinery of
Government. The Ministers can only
lay down the plans and give the in-
centive and provide the finance, but
it is the machinery of Government
that has to be geared to the quick
actions that the country expects.
But how far has the administrative
machinery in this country been
streamlined to cope with the addi-
tional work and targets we are
hoping to achieve is 2 matter for
doubt in my mind.

In this country the bureaucracy has
been responsible for the rise and fall
of governments, The bureaucracy has
been the makers and destructors of
governments. Whichever party may
come into power, whichever party
may plan to develop this country, I
think if you look throush the history
of this country during the last 20 to
25 years you will find that the success
or failure of 3 Government. whether
it be the U. N. P. or the M. K. P. or

the Bi.L: F.. P op the National
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Government, really depends on the
efficiency with which lthe bureaucracy
is functioning.

In my own mind I feel that the
bureaucracy still continue to be the

makers of governments in this
country. It is at their whims and
fancies that programmes are

executed or delayed or speeded up.
The Ministers are still unable to get
the bureaucracy to move in the way
they want it to move. So, my first
appeal to the Government is to see
that the machinery they have to
carry out the programmes they have
in hand is streamlined, checked and
corrected where necessary in order
that the fullest efficiency could be
achieved. Otherwise all our pro-
grammes and all the valuable things
said in our Throne Speeches may
remain only a dream and an ideal.

With regard to the development of
agriculture the Government, no
doubt, is taking a great deal of
interest. In fact, a loan scheme has
been devised whereby every farmer,
irrespective of whether he has been
a defaulter in a society or not, will
get a loan of Rs. 220 per acre up to
a maximum of 10 acres. In addition,
he is going to get a waiver of his old
loans up to 1958, and if he continues
to repay the loan he is now taking
regularly for the next three years he
will become entitled to another
waiver up to 1965. I would say this
is a golden age for the ordinary
farmer in this country. He will very
soon get all the money needed for
the various processes of cultivation
without having to go to the money-
lender or the trader to whom he used
to sell the paddy at a lower rate after
the harvest.

I can speak with authority with
regard to the Eastern Province,
which is one of the leading paddy
producing areas in this country.
Almost 90 per cent of the people
there are occupied in paddy culti-
vation. They contribute a very
large quantity of paddy to the
Guaranteed Price Scheme annually.
But the farmer in the FEastern
Province is working under terrible
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hazards and conditions which are not
really conducive to efficient produc-
tion.

I am confident that this country
can produce all the paddy it requires
provided the facilities needed by the
farmer are given. I heard the
Hon. Minister of Education say last
evening that he has gone round the
world, that he has gone to practically
all the countries in the world, and
that there is no country better
suited or more fertile, from the
point of view of production, than
this little Island of ours. I endorse
every word of what he said. We
have the soil, we have the water
resources, we have the climate. But
are we really utilizing those
resources to the best advantage ?
Are we really giving the correct
direction to the farmer ? Are we
really co-operating as a mnation,
irrespective of parity and political
affiliations, to achieve self-sufficiency

in food production? These are
matters we must examine.
With regard to the Eastern

Province—I think this will be true in
respect of the other provinces or
districts as well—I feel there is an
emphasis placed by the Government
on lands that are newly developed
in the matter of providing irrigation
facilities and roads. I refer to the
colonization areas and other new
lands that are being opened up.
But with regard to the lands that
have been traditionally under
cultivation, lands that have been
under cultivation for hundreds of
years or centuries together, sufficient
emphasis is not being placed on those
aspects : they are not being provided
with the channels that are necessary,
with the roads that are necessary.
So that in the matter of accessibility
and availability of water, they are
still where they were fifty or even a
hundred years ago. Little or no
attention is being paid to them. In
fact, when the Prime Minister was
in the Eastern Province recently, I
pointed out, when we had discus-
sions at the D.A.C. meeting, that
these were two of the most
important aspects to which some
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attention should be paid. Where
the land could be made cultivable
for two seasons, where two cultiva-
tions could be done by the provision
of channels and by the construction
al small anicuts or dams across
perennial rivers which are flowing
through the fields, actually now not
even one cultivation is being done.
It is being cultivated as rain-fed
land, the fortunes of which depend
really on the availability of rain.

So the first thing the Govern-
ment should do is to see that
adequate irrigation facilities are
provided for the lands which have
been already under cultivation, and
give the farmer, who has been a
traditional cultivator, all conveni-
ences with regard to cultivation
operations. We learned 1in our
school days that in any country it is
the road that precedes development.
Roads are a primary need of any
area if it is to develop. But is that
being observed ? With regard to
my province and my district, I
would say that agricultural roads
are so few that sometimes thousands
and thousands of acres have no
accessibility. As a result the burden
of cultivation and the burden of
carrying seed paddy and other
requirements to the field are so
heavy that the farmer exhausts all
his energy in the process of doing
his outmoded transport.

So the next essential, I feel, should
be the provision of agricultural roads
immediately. There should be a
two-year scheme to provide from
now onwards agricultural roads and
irrigation facilities for lands which
are being cultivated under rain-fed
conditions. These are two very

important matters in which we
shm.lld go ahead. Some of our
engineers, particularly irrigation

engineers, have so far been confined
to their offices. They have utilized
more time doing research in their
offices and in the hydraulic laborato-
ries than in the fields. It is time
that we disperse our engineers not
only in the Irrigation Department
but also in the Public Works Depart-
ment into the field so that they will
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be able to give the farmer what is
really required, namely, road and
irrigation facilities.

I also made another suggestion to
the Prime Minister when he came on
a visit to Batticaloa; that is, the
necessity at this moment to give
large contracts to big engineering
firms so that the work may be done
expeditiously. Where an anicut is to
be constructed or a dam across a
perennial river so that the water
could be diverted at the quickest
possible time, or where even a road
is to be constructed, we expect the
Irrigation Department or the Public
Works Department—which is ill-
equipped with machinery that is
necessary to do these works—to do
it and they take years over it.
Where quick work has to be
done, even if it costs more than
what is estimated by the depart-
ment, I think in the long run, in the
national interest, it is better to
execute the work by giving contracts
to the engineering firms. This will
be more fruitful than hanging
on to the Irrigation Department or
the Public Works Department to
execute the work.

I think that is an aspect of proce-
dure that the Government might
consider because otherwise all their
schemes and all their irrigation
projects will prove futile as they will
not be able to complete them in
time. I am not here blaming the
engineers of either the Irrigation
Department or the Public Works
Department because the enormous-
ness of the work is such and the
equipment provided to them is so
meagre that they are not able to do
a speedy job. So I suggest that we
do away with the departmental work
system with regard to large projects
and hand them over to engineering
companies and get the department
to supervise their work so that a
quicker job could be done.

Hdtsen BowiEn S BHS
(@Qgeﬁamﬂ@.ir oL YSBTTFETT oyeuli S )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will the hon. Mem-
ber take much time ?
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I shall take about another ten
minutes.

As far as food production is con-
f:erned, I feel that the Government
is going on the correct road to achieve
its targets, but only they should ad-
here to some of the suggestions that
I have made if they want to achieve
quick progress and quick results.
Otherwise, they will fail and fail
miserably. They must also reorga-
nize, revitalize and reconstitute the
activities of a number of departments
so that they may be geared to this
quick work.

I want to say just a word with
regard to cultivation committees. I
have given notice of a substantive
Motion which will come before this
House in due course. In my part of
the country, under the Paddy Lands
Act, the old traditional officials who
were supervising cultivation opera-
tions have been replaced by cultiva-
tion committees. These cultivation
committees are composed of both
proprietors and cultivators. They are
not functioning as efficiently as they
ought to, although the Government
visualized, in the formation of culti-
vation committees, a democratic ins-
titution for the supervision and con-
trol of cultivation. I feel these cul-
tivation committees have been a
miserable failure in this respect.
Either a reorganization of these cul-
tivation committees should take place
or they should be replaced by a
special board appointed by the Com-
missioner of Agrarian Services. That
is necessary if quick work is to be

done.

The administration of these culti-
vation committees is also poor. They
do not keep correct accounts of the
funds collected. So, a reorganization
of the cultivation committees is very
necessary if we are to conduct better
cultivation operations. This is of
particular importance in the Eastern

Province.
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With regard to the industries that
have been established by the last
Government and are being looked
after by the present Government, I
have only one observation to make,
and it relates to a matter which has
been commented on by my hon.
Friends in the Opposition, namely
that industries have been register-
ed in the names of individuals who
are not capable either of carrying on
those industries or of making a good
job of it. The quality of the articles
they produce is poor. The prices at
which they sell those articles to the
consumer are not only exorbitant but
prohibitive, being sometimes several
times the outlay. Several examples
have been given. Articles which
cost only Rs. 10 have been sold for
Rs. 100. I have written to the Hon.
Minister of Industries and Fisheries
about one or two patricular cases
which came to my knowledge in re-
cent times. Also, I have appealed to
him to set up a quality control orga-
nization and an organization to go
into the cost of production of these
articles and to fix the retail selling
prices so that the consumer will not
be mulcted. I do not know what
action he has taken in that direction.
Unless and until what I have suggest-
ed is done, I am afraid the consumer
in this country, who has not the ad-
vantage of getting the imported arti-
cles, would be made to suffer, all on
account of the bad quality of the arti-
cles produced locally and sold at such
high prices. I hope the Hon. Minister
of Industries and Fisheries will look
into this aspect of it, see that some
action is taken to check the short-
comings in the industrial production
field, and ensure that the articles are
sold at reasonable prices.

Sir, I will not take much of your
time except to speak on one matter
which has been commented on by
several hon. Members, and that is
the creation of district councils men-
tioned in the Throne Speech. The
suggestion to establish district coun-
cils is not a new one. In fact, I remem-
ber that in 1957, when my party went
to discuss certain matters with the
late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike,
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the then Prime Minister, he pulled
out the gazette notification and said,
“Here you are, I have gazetted the
provisions for regional councils in
this country.” We went through
the gazette notification that he had
published and we suggested certain
amendments to it. That formed the
basis of the Bandaranaike-Chelvana-
yakam Pact in 1957 which was later
abrogated by the then Prime Minis-
ter himself for various other political
reasons. So, the proposal to establish
district councils is not a new one.
Well, there may be difference of opi-
nion as to the form, the nature, the
composition, the powers, etc., of the
district councils, but the very need
to establish district councils will not
be disputed by any Member of this
House, I believe. In fact, our Friends
in the Opposition, particularly of the
L.S.S.P. and C.P., were some of those
who vehemently supported the idea
of district councils in the past.

From the time of the M.E.P.
Government of which the Ilate
Mr. Bandaranaike was the head, the
idea of district councils has been
mentioned in every one of the
Throne Speeches. The 1963 Throne
Speech said:

“Barly consideration will be given to

the question of establishing district
councils to replace the kachcheris.”

The 1964 Throne Speech of the
S.LL.F.P. Government said :

“A draft Bill to implement the
proposal to establish district councils

will be ©placed before you for
consideration. ”

In the Throne Speech of the S.L.F.P.
Government, of 20.11.64, although

thy did not specifically say it in so
many words—that Throne Speech
was one of the shortest in the
history of this Parliament—they
said:

“During this Session, My Government
proposes to continue with the imple-
mentation of the legislative and adminis-

trative programme outlined by me for
the last Session.”

In 1965 the National Government,
following in the footsteps of the pre-
vious governments, said this in the
Throne Speech :

1967 %@ 18

T42

BB ewfdsnd 8§ac 8&ew
“My Government will examine the
existing structure of the machinery of
Local Government with a view to
Increasing its efficiency and harnessing
the co-operation of all classes of citizens
in the administration. With this objec-
tive in view, earnest consideration will be
given to the establishment of district
councils which will function under the

control and direction of the Central
Government, ”

Then in 1966 the National Govern-
ment, in its Throne Speech, said :

“ My Government will establish
district councils which will function
under the control and direction of the
Central Government. ”

Again, this year, the Throne Speech
said :

“Legislation will be introduced to
establish District Councils which will

function under the control and direction
of the Central Government.”

I ask my Friends in the Opposition
whether there is anything new, any-
thing novel, in this suggestion.

My Friend, the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) was
one of the vehement supporters of
district councils. In fact, even re-
cently in a debate in this House, he
interposed and said that he was giv-
ing one hundred per cent support
for the measure. But I find to my
utter horror and shock that one of
the items in the programme to be
gone through at the very next con-
vention of the Sri Lanka Freedom

Party is opposition to the establish-
ment of district councils.

I cannot understand how people
can change, and change so violently
and fundamentally, on an issue of
this nature. After all, why are we
asking for the establishment of dis-
trict councils ? Is it to satisfy a par-
ticular need or desire of the Federal
Party that we are making out a case
for district councils? No, Sir. We
are asking for the establishment of
district councils in the 22 districts in
this country in order to facilitate, and
in the interests of, better
administration.

It has been accepted in modern
times that a Government -cannot
effectively function unless there is
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democratic decentralization if the
aim is to develop a country. It is
with this object in view that pre-
vious governments have been dis-
cussing the need to establish district
councils in Ceylon.

During the colonial regime the ad-
ministration of the country was
centralized in Colombo and govern-
ment agents looked after the ad-

ministration of the provinces
although there was control by
Colombo. But ever since we re-

gained our independence the powers
that government agents enjoyed
during the colonial regime have been
curtailed or completely removed.
Today they have to take their
direction from the Central Govern-
ment in Colombo.

At a time when the business of
government and the association of
the public with the Government
have increased several-fold—a
number of new departments have
sprung up—it is virtually impossible
to control the districts and provinces
from Colombo. This remote control
has been the bane of the administra-
tion of this country. Control from
Colombo and the attempt to develop
the entire country from Colombo has
been an utter failure. Therefore, we
feel that decentralization of the ad-
ministration is necessary and is a
must for the efficient administration

of this country.

Now, there can be two ways of
decentralization of the powers of the
Government. One would be a demo-
cratic decentralization and the other
a bureaucratic one. In the bureau-
cratic decentralization what
happens ? Assistant directors,
deputy directers and persons in the
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position of deputy heads of depart-
ments are appointed for the wvarious
districts and to them certain powers
are assigned. They carry on the ad-
ministration of the country. But it
has been found by experience in
various countries that decentraliza-
tion of this type is not very satis-

factory. That is why we say that
democratic decentralization is
necessary.

Where there is democratic decen-
tralization there would be an autho-
rity in the district to administer the
affairs of that district. The Central
Government would concede certain
powers to the district councils and
the district councils would ad-
minister those powers with the help
of a democratic institution which
will be the district council. Its com-
position, electoral process, elec-
torates, and the manner in which it
should function are all matters to be
decided by the House and by nobody
else.

We have had discussions with the
Hon. Prime Minister on this subject.
This is not a subject on which one
can prepare a Bill overnight. This is
a subject where a study of the intri-
cate working of such institutions in
other parts of the world is very
necessary. We have made a study of
it and we have made certain sugges-
tions to the Hon. Prime Minister. We
have told him what the functions of
the Central Government and of the
district councils should be and what
should be done on vital matters. I
presume those suggestions will be
embodied in a Bill and presented to
the House for consideration. Nobody
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is trying to do anything underhand.
We do not want to smuggle anything
through the back-door of this House.
When the Bill is presented these
matters can be discussed openly.
Hon. Members can then express
their opinions on this matter.

I know that there is one matter on
which there will be no difference of
opinion, and that is the decentraliza-
tion of the administration of this
country and the assigning of certain
functions to district councils for more
efficient development of the Ilocal
needs of the districts concerned.
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Probably another 15 or 20 minutes.

I have time, Sir. I have been
promised an hour.
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(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Commit-
tees, I was not very anxious fo
participate in this Debate on the
Throne Speech, but some of the
criticisms made by hon. Members of
the Opposition of the Ministry of
Industries and Fisheries compel me to
speak a few words in order to point
out to the House, and particularly
to those hon. Members, that the
information that they have obtained
is somewhat inaccurate. Let me,
before I deal with other matters,
reply to those criticisms.

The hon. Member for Divulapitiya
(Mr. Jayakody) spoke about the price
of fish. He said that unfortunately the
price of fish has not come down to
the level that he expected it to come
down. I agree. There has been a
general rise in the cost of living. That
is a fact. We must all admit that. As
a matter of fact, during the last few
years there has been a steady rise in
the cost of living and all past
governments and this Government
have not succeeded in bringing down
the cost of living. That is a fact we
have to face.

The price of fish compared to other
nutritious foods is not extraordinarily
high, but the quantity of fish available
has increased and people who have
the money in their hands buy the
fish and, I believe, are prepared to
pay even higher prices. The catch has
increased during the last few years,
the figures being 46,000 tons in 1964,
92,000 tons in 1965, 101,000 tons in
1966 and, I believe, our estimate is
that it is likely to be 115,000 tons this
year,
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So, in spite of the increase in the
catch, in spite of the variety of fish
that the fishing fleet brings and also
the small boats, the oruvas and the
vallams, the 3-ton mechanized boats,
the 1l-ton trawlers, the larger fleet
of trawlers which we purchased from
Yugoslavia on the line of credit pro-
vided by them, and more recent
purchases made by the Fisheries
Corporation of the tuna boats from
Japan—all these units have succeaded
in increasing the catch of fish; it is
steadily increasing, while our pepula-
tion is also increasing—people who
have the money in their hands to
offer higher prices and buy the fish
unfortunately succeed in raising the
price, and it will be a considerable
time before we can meet the local
geinand and, at the same time, export

sh.

I disagree with the hon. Members,
particularly the hon. Member for
Balapitiyva (Mr. L. C. de Silva), who
said that we have no right to export
fish as long as it was needed in this
country. I think foreign exchange is
more precious. We can afford the
export of the more valuable fish in
the sense that some European coun-
tries offer four or five times the price
at which we sell that fish here, for
instance tuna, and we have already
earned foreign exchange by sending
out a certain amount of tuna.

I do not agree with the hon.
Member for Balapitiya—he is not
here now ; I wish he were—that we
have to wait till we are self-sufficient
in fish to export fish. I do not think
we can develop our industries,
whether it be fisheries or any other,
if we take that narrow point of view.
We need foreign exchange very badly
and if we can spare certain varieties
of fish for export this Government
proposes to do that.

The hon. Member for Divulapitiya
(Mr. Jayakody) raised the question
of nylon nets. It is an old story. When
the internal combustion engine was
first introduced into this country all
the bullock cart drivers protested
that they were going out of business,

5— —28 5178 (67/7)
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that they were losing their jobs. We
have the same situation today in the
fisheries industry.

From the day that we introduced
mechanized boats in this country
those who catch fish with the oruvas
and the wvellams, the inshore fisher-
men, found it difficult to earn a living.
They did not get the catch they used
to get before because these mecha-
nized boats catch a portion of the
fish even in the inshore areas and the
introduction of the nylon net has
reduced to a state of poverty some of
the fishermen engaged in fishing with
the oruvas, the vallams and the old,
ordinary nets. When a fish gets intc
a nylon net there is mo possible
escape: death is almost instantaneous
So, the smaller fishermen find it diffi-
cult. We are, of course, trying fo see
whether we cannot go to the assisi-
ance of these people by possibly res-
tricting the use of these nets within
the shore area, say, within seven or
eight miles, particularly the use of
the 4-inch mesh nylon net. We are
looking into that question. We have
not come to any definite decision on
this matter, but we shall certainly
help those who suffer as a resulf of
the introduction of mechanized
boats, trawlers, etc.

In regard to service stations for the
small mechanized boats, we have
already taken steps to establish ten
temporary stations during this year
for the repair of mechanized boats,
that is, the ones with the internal
engines for the 31|2 tonner and the
larger tonner and also the outboard
engines. These stations will be
established this year.

I do not want to say anything more
with regard to fisheries.

Then, the hon. Member for Badde-
gama (Mr. Neal de Alwis) asked
what the Government has done with
regard to the quality and the quantity
of articles produced in new industrial
plants. He said that there was a
deterioration in quality and a reduc-
tion in the quantity or the size of the
articles. The Standards Bureau was
inaugurated in November 1965 and
it started functioning in May 1966. 1t
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set up divisional committees at once.
The products to be dealt with by the
bureau are divided into five main
groups and five divisional committees
have been set up to deal with these
groups. Each committee consists of
ten members and is responsible for
advising the bureau on technical
matters, appointing drafting com-
mittees and finally approving the

technical content of standard specifi-
cations.

The five groups relate to (1)
mechanical engineering, (2) civil
engineering, (3) electrical engineer-
ing, (4) agricultural and chemical
products, (5) a metric divisional
committee to study the problems of
a changeover to the metric system,
which is long overdue. We have to
change over to a metric system.

Drafting committees are set up by
the divisional committees. Each
drafting committee is responsible for
a single product. Up to date 22 draft-
ing committees have been appointed
to deal with the following products :
primary cells and katteries, clay tiles,
wood screws, paper sizes, nails, nail
wire, asbestos sheets, razor blades,
safety matches, papain, citronella oil,
desiccated coconut, hinges, nuts and
bolts, soap, paint, textiles, tea, steel,
building timber, aluminium ware and
electric cables.

As a matter of fact, a representa-
tive of the Standards Bureau and an
officer of the Tea Research Institute
are at present attending a conference
on the question of standardization of
tea in the Soviet Union ; they left a
few weeks ago and will be returning
after participating in that conference.
Standard specifications are ready for
some of the items I have mentioned
and have already been circulated for
comments to all interested parties,
such as technical government dep-
artments, technical institutes, scienti-
fic associations, manufacturers and
consumer organizations.

The members of the divisional
drafting committees are top level
experts in their fields and represent
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manufacturers, scientific institutions,
testing authorities and consumers. At
present 270 such experts are engaged
in these committees.

According to the programme for
1967-68, the sixth divisional com-
mittee for textiles will be formed
shortly. The following additional
products will be taken up for stan-
dardization : clay bricks, barbed wire,
plywood tea chests, metal fittings for
tea chests, coconut oil, electrical
accessories, eleciric lamp bulbs,
envelopes, accumulators, writing ink.

That is the position. I am not
satisfied ; I wish we were able to do
more work, but I think the Standards
Bureau has not been sleeping. It has
already worked on a number of
standards and very soon they will be
gazetted.

Then the hon. Member for Badde-
gama spoke about the price of
umbrellas and other industrial goods.
The question of pricing is unfortu-
nately not within the scope of the
functions of the Ministry of Indus-
tries and Fisheries. We are studying
the question and collecting informa-
tion and material on the cost of
articles produced in the country,
and the Government will very soon
take up the question of profiteering
on manufactured articles by indus-
trialists who are taking advantage of
the protection given them, the
approval given by the Government
and the tax concessions they enjoy.

The hon. Member for Baddegama
raised another question. He spoke
about the number of biscuits in some
of the packages and tins produced by
the Maliban Biscuit Company. He
says the number of biscuits has gone
down or has been reduced. Then, with
regard to Vim, produced by Lever
Brothers, he says that a canister
contains less than it did earlier. Now,
he did write a letter to me. It was
written to me on a very unfortunate
day, the 1st of April 1967, but I did
not throw away that letter. I asked
the officers concerned to report te
me.
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I find that there has been no reduc-
tion whatever in the number of
biscuits in a packet compared to what
it was before. Even with regard to
the quantity of Vim in a canister,
there has been no reduction. This is
the report I got:

“ A letter was addressed by the hon.
Member for Baddegama to the Hon.
Minister of Industries and Fisheries in
April 1967 complaining :

(1) that Maliban biscuit packets con-
tain a lesser number of biscuits

than before; and

(2) that the canisters of Vim produced
by Messrs. Lever Brothers con-
tain much less than in the
previous canisters, though the
price remains the same.

This complaint was investigated by our
field staff and it was found that in the
case of Maliban biscuits there has been
no change in weight over the last 4 to 5
years. On the contrary, there has been a
reduction in price of 15 cts. per half Ib.
packet of the same weight.

Regarding Vim, prior to August 1966,
a 174 oz. canister cost Re. 1.30 while after
August 1966 a canister of 183 oz. (i.e. 1 oz,
increase in weight) was priced at Re. 1.45.

It would, therefore, appear that there
has heen no proportionate increase in

price.

The imported Vim has silica as its base,
whereas the locally manufactured pro-
duct was made out of calcite which
volume to volume, is heavier than silica.
Consequently, when Vim is factory iresh,
the canister is almost full, but with the
passage of time the Vim settles down due
to the weight of calcium and gives one
the impression that the contents are less.”

So there is no reduction. That is
the position. Thus ,you find that these
complaints have very little in them
when you examine them.

There is another matter I would
like to deal with before I come to
the general questions that were
raised in this Debate.

This complaint was made by the
hon. Member for Dehiowita (Mr.
Weerasekera). He is not here ; I wish
he were. The complaint was in re-
gard to a manufacturing concern in
Panadura which imported bicycle
spares and parts and which was,
manufacturing bicycle spares and
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parts. This concern was approved
by the last Government on 5th
March 1962. It was not approved by
us but by the last Government. This
is the report I have:

“ Reference page (2) and the Hon'ble
Minister’s minute thereon. On receipt of
the papers on 5.5.67 I got the inspection
branch to inquire into this immediately.
Their report handed in yesterday is at
page 4-4d.

The main points made in the represen-
tations are:

1. That Sri Lanka Industrial Corpora-
tion, Henemulla, Panadura, who
have been approved for the
manufacture of bicycle compo-
nents and assembly of bicycles,
import bells, inflators and rims
as components for issue with the
bicycles but sell them separately.
They do not supply these with
the bicycle.

2. That in the name of manufacture
of components they import al-
most the complete component and
add some small part to it locally
e.g. bicycle pedals, bicycle locks,
bicycle seats, bicycle spokes.
They sell these at a very much
higher price to the consumer than
the price at which these compo-
nents were imported and sold in
the past.

3. That there are no real foreign ex-
change savings in the manufac-
ture of components.

According to the investigations made
by the inspectors, the present proprietors
had taken over the management legally
only in June 1966 and they had been
able to produce documents only from
30.11.66. The inspectors had not been
shown any record prior to this date.

It will be seen from the report that
the allegation regarding the sale of bells,
inﬁaftors and rims separately is not based
on fact.

As regards the allegation (2) it is
apparent that there is truth in the state-
ment that they import the greater part
of the components and add only a minor
portion made locally e.g. in the case of
inflators only about 5 per cent. is manu-
factured locally.

In the case of pedals it is the same.
Only the four metal rims and rubber
blocks are manufactured locally. In the
case cof locks almost all the components
are imported. In the case it is merely
an assembly and no manufacture. The
same is true of seats and luggage carriers.
The management had explained that they
have a programme to manufacture a
higher percentage of components locally
and they would do so if they were
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allowed to import the necessary machin-
ery. At the moment the following
components are manufactured by them
from raw material ' imported—bicycle

forks & frames, mudguard stays, spokes
and kit bags.”

So that is the position. They have
now an assembly of this type. At the
early stages, perhaps that might -be
better than setting up a rival cycle
manufacturing concern and permit-
ing them to import new machinery
which might cost that firm as well as
this country very much more in
foreign exchange. At present we are
permitting them to continue the
assembly of components. As a mat-
ter of fact, this complaint has come
from importers of cycle spare parts.
So you can understand why they
have complained.

A good many Members of the
Opposition have accused us of not
starting new industries, not develop-
ing industries properly and not
taking care even of the industries
they are supposed to have set up.
What is the position ?

Now, the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota (Dr. N. M. Perera)—he is not
here—quoted from the Bible, which
he is always quoting from, namely,
the Central Bank of Ceylon Annual
Report of the Monetary Board to the
Minister of Finance. He quoted from
the Annual Report of 1965. I pro-
pose to quote a few passages from
page 36 of the same report.

¢ (B) INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

(a) Private Sector

Production
Principal trends

The coverage given to the survey of
industrial production in the current year
i3 much wider than in 1964. The number
of firms from whom data were received
has increased from 717 to 1,381 repre-
senting a net increase of 92 per cent. A
large number of these firms was in exis-
tence last year but data had not been
available from them. The increase has
been primarily due to more comprehen-
sive coverage of industrial units within
each of the principal categories in Table
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II (B) a. 1, and partly to the inclusion
of a few additional groups of industries
not included in the data for 1964. Whereas
in the earlier surveys the majority of the
bigger manufacturing units were inclu-
ded, the additions in 1965 were the smal-
ler industrial units which did not report
last year.

“The value of industrial production as
reported on the above basis at current
prices, rose from Rs. 537.5 million in 19564
to Rs. 847 million in 1965 or by 57.6 per
cent as against 24.3 per cent in the previ-
ous year. If the group Vegetable oils and
fats, which is based primarily on process-
ing local ceconut producets is excluded from
manufacturing activity, the increase in
output would be Rs. 119.1 million or 22.2
per cent. The sharp change in the
coverage of the survey this year makes
it a litile difficult to evaluate the rate of
increase in output in each industrial
group. This point was men'ioned in last
yvear’s analysis as well. Although it may
not be possible to estimate the rate of
increase in output, it will be seen that a
more accurate estimate of industrial pro-
duction has been made available. The
difficulty is to make a distinction between
growth in output of existing enterprises
and additions to total output resulting
from the inclusion of industries which
had not been previously covered by the
survey.

The number of reporting firms in the
category Miscellaneous food preparations
increased from 62 to 96.”—

I might answer the question that
was raised by the hon. Member who
was on his feet a little while ago. He
asked me why I was so fond of
allowing the Wijewardenas to
permit the manufacture of sweets.
This was a concern that was in exis-
tence. They were manufacturing and
it has been recognized. But the
number of industrial units in the
confectionery industry has decreased
during the last five years. You find
amalgamation going on and a smaller
number of bigger units, more effi-
cient, are producing a product which
is much better from th point of view
of packaging and gquality. So we
thought we might recognize an exist-
ing fact by giving recognition to a
unit that is already in existence and
is established.

—_“Of all the industrial groups, the
the largest increase was in Tobacco
where the number of firms increased
from 23 to 460.”
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I do not want to read all that, but
there are some points worth referring
to.

%In the industrial groups, Biscuits and
cocoa, chocolate and sugar confectionery,
the number of firms decreased from 82
to 65, whereas the total production rose
from Rs. 30.9 million to Rs. 34.9 million.
This is explained mainly in terms of a
process of rationalisation in this group.
After 1962 there was a fairly marked
spurt in the number of firms which went
into production. But increasing competi-
tion tended to eliminate the less viable
units leaving business in the hands of
the larger units which were in a better
position to increase their share of the
domestic market. ”—

Some of these firms export their pro-
duce too—

—— “Retail prices of products in this
group did not change very much during
the year; the indications were that a
higher level of output and resulting in-
ternal and external economies may have
provided scope for price reduction. The
same explanation is applicable to the
group, Soft drinks and carbonated
waters, where the number of firms de-
creased from 33 to 29, while value of pro-
duction increased from Rs. 13.4 million to
Rs. 16 million. ” ;

This process is going on and we are
watching it. Steps will be taken to
prevent monopolies. There is no
harm, particularly in the confectio-
nery industry, in permitting the
existence of a number of competing
units. It will help to make the units
more efficient and at the same time
help to bring down the prices to
some extent.

Then, this is what appears at page
%gﬂt'?f the Central Bank Report for

“Of a total of 782 firms 540 or 69 per
cent are in the category where the annual
value of output of each firm is less than
Rs. 250,000, Their combined output re-
presents only 8 per cent of total output.
The comparable figures for the previous
year, when the number of reporting firms
was less, was 463 and 8.7 per cent of total
output.”

I do not want to go into details.
These are matters we might go into
when the Committee stage of the
Appropriation Bill is taken up. Be-
cause certain questions were asked, I
thought I might place this informa-
tion before the House.
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When we consider the question of
costs, we have also to keep in mind
the question of the cost of power and
fuel. I shall now read from page 51
of the Central Bank Report :

“ The present survey has already pre-
sented data on use of factors of produc-
tion, mainly raw materials and labour. An
analysis remains to be made on the cost
and types of power and fuel. A large
number of firms did not report on the use
of power, with the result the tabulated
data applies only to 221 firms. The main
source of power used by manufacturing
industries is electricity. The value of
electric power used by the reporting firms
was Rs. 2.5 million or represented 1.2 per
cent of total cost of production and 52 per
cent. of the fuels, used. Coal and gas
were next in importance as a form of fuel
and the total cost was Rs. 1.6 million or
32 per cent of the fuels used, fuel oil and
petrol came next with an outlay of
Rs. 544,000. A large part of the fuels used
represent foreign exchange costs espe-
cially in the case of gas, fuel oil and petrol.
HEven with regard to electricity, thermal
power which has a high import content
represents about 30 per cent of the total
energy generated.

So these are matters we have to keep
in mind.

I do not want to deal with the
entire chapter relating to the public
sector. It is a fairly lengthy one. But
1 will try to meet the question of the
production of cement. This is what
the Central Bank says in its report at

page 52 :

“The production of cement during the
;zteall;3 gzas 84,000 tons as against 79,508 tons
in '”

I shall deal with this question
during the Committee stage of the
Appropriation Bill which will be
taken up, I suppose, in the latter
part of August.

Then I would like to read from
another paragraph of the Central
Bank Report for 1966, at page 42.
This relates to industrial development
in the private sector :

“The analysis of industrial production
given below has been based as in the pre-
vious years, on returns furnished by in-
dustries in the private sector. These in-
dustries have been placed in 21 industrial
categories. In some of the categories as
indicated in Table IT (B) a.l the number
of firms that sent in returns this year
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was less than in 1965. But despite this the

total number of industrial firms furnish-

ixgadata increased slightly from 1381 to

On the above basis, the value of indus-
trial production rose from Rs. 847.0 million
in 1965 to Rs. 850.3 million, an increase of
0.39 per cent as against 57.6 per cent in
1965. Gains in industrial output were
achieved in miscellaneous food prepara-
tions, biscuits and cocoa, chocolate and
sugar confectionery, miscellaneous
chemical products and electrical macni-
nery, apparatus, appliances and supplies.
Some of these industrial groups had a
higher level of output even though in
some cases fewer firms sent in returns. It
is not possible to indicate the extent to
which the present survey gives an accu-
rate picture of the total output of the
major categories of products or the extent
to which the survey covers industries in
actual production. Some of those that did
not send in returns may have gone out of
production because of competition from
the more efficient units or the non-availa-
bility of adequate supplies of raw
materials. However, in most cases, firms
that did not send in returns were usually
the smaller units in these industrial
groups and it is possible that the increase
in output of the larger units which have
been included here has more than off-set
the effect on total output of the non-inclu-
sion of the smaller units whose output has
not been included here.”

I do not want to take your time by
reading anything more from the
annual report of the Central Bank.

Sometime ago we set up a com-
mittee to inquire into the problems of
the tile and brick industry. This com-
mittee was appointed last year to in-
vestigate and report on the present
state of the tile industry and to make
recommendations for future expan-
sion in regard to this industry. Briefly,
the findings of the committee were
that :

(a) the capacity of the tile indus-
try both existing and planned
is more than adequate to
meet all requirements that
may arise up to 1971 ;

(b) there has been a progressive
decline in the demand for
tiles from a peak consump-
tion figure of 43.4 million tiles
in 1960 to an average level of
30 million tiles during the last
three years ;
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(c) the availability of asbestos
sheets in large quantities has
been the main reason for the
decline in the demand for
tiles and for an accumulation
of nearly 7 million unsold
tiles in 1966 ;

(d) if this position is allowed to
continue it will lead to a
situation where the expan-
sion of building activity will
create an increase in the de-
mand for asbestos sheets and
a continually increasing drain
on foreign exchange ; and

(e) from the point of view of the
investment already made in
the tile industry amounting
to some Rs. 45 million (as
against an investment of
about Rs. 13 million in the
asbestos  industry), the
employment provided by the
tile industry amounting to
some 6,500 (as against 700
employed by the . asbestos
industry) and the fact that
the tile industry uses
100 per cent. raw materials
of indigenous origin, the tile
industry deserves protection
and government assistance.

The following action has already
been taken by the Ministry :

1. The production of asbestos
sheets locally has been limited
to 30,000 tons per year.

2. The recommendations of the
committee regarding timber
exploitation and supplies have
been forwarded to the Minis-
ter of Land, Irrigation and
Power for suitable action.

3. Further establishment and ex-
pansion of tile and asbestos
industries have been prohi-

bited.
4. The recommendations of the
committee regarding  the

import and use of aluminium
and G.I. sheets have been
forwarded to the Foreign
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Exchange Budget Committee
for necessary action in the
allocation of foreign exchange.

5. Instructions have been issued
that residential buildings put
up by corporations under this
Ministry should use tiles.

6. A Cabinet memorandum has
been submitted with regard to
a number of other matters.

Now, I thought I would start by
clearing the ground with regard to
rumours, false reports, false charges
and accusations made against the
Government and the Ministry of
Industries and Fisheries. When I
examined the charges I found that
there is very little substance in most
of those charges.

I want to say a word or two about
the CISIR, the institute that
helps us to apply technology in the
field of industry in this country.
Science and technology are very
important for manufacturing indus-
tries. Science inquires into nature
and finds out her secrets. When
nature’s secrets are discovered and
applied to economic ends we get
applied science. The CISIR has been
helping us in this.

During this year very important
work has been done by the CISIR in
spite of its organizational and other
defects. A process has been deve-
loped in which natural rubber latex
is used as a substitute for synthetic
emulsions. The process has been
suitably developed to warrant
application for a provisional patent.

Studies on the extraction of tita-
nium dioxide from Ceylon ilmenite:
satisfactory separation of iron from
ilmenite has been achieved. Work is
now being directed towards the
separation of the titanium dioxide
from the slag resulting from the
fusion.

A programme of work covering
fermentation of local cocoa with a
view to determining optimum con-
ditions of fermentation for use in
Joecal choclate manufacture has been
undertaken.

1967 4& 18

790
B8 ewldsnd BEAe Scw

Manufacture of “Ligno Plastic
Wood ”: a process for the improve-
ment of the physical and mechanical
properties of wood of low economic
value is being developed at the
institute.  Rubber wood which has
been selected as the experimental
raw material, exhibits remarkable
improvements in its major properties
giving the treated rubber wood pro-
perties comparable with accepted
woods like jak, teak, etc.

Lemon Grass Oil: this project,
in co-operation with the Department
of Agriculture, has progressed to the
stage where private entrepreneurs
have now taken up this agro indus-
try for exploitation.

Experimental plots have been laid
out for the development of a source
of camphor using ocimum kiliman-
scharicum.

Sunflower is also being grown in
an experimental plot with the ob-
jective of using it as an ingredient
for animal feed compound with
subsequent oil extraction.

The design and development of a
low cost machine for conversion of
manioc to manioc chips for use in
compounding of animal feed has
also been undertaken by the insti-
tute on behalf of the Oils and Fats
Corporation.

Utilization of chlorine and minimi-
zation of chlorate in caustic soda—
Paranthan Chemicals Corporation :
the objective is to prepare potassium
chlorate and other saleable chemi-
cals from the bleach lye now going
to waste at the Paranthan Chemicals
Corporation. The present import of
potassium chlorate is 130 tons per
annum for the match industry alone.
If sufficient chlorine is available
from Paranthan it would be possible
to substitute the locally produced

potassium chlorate for the imported
quantity.
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Studies on the use of coir dust as
a fuel: trials have been conducted
with briquettes made with a mix-
ture of saw dust and also a mixture
o_f1 coir dust and waste mineral
oil.
studies have not been very satisfac-
tory. A mould is being designed for
Incorporating air vents for briquett-
ing these materials so that more
satisfactory combustion would result.

Ionospheric radio propagation :
Work is being continued in the field
of high frequency radio communica-
tion as an aid to organisations in
Ceylon who are concerned with high
irequency radio waves for communi-
cation.

Oil extended rubber: the object
of this project is to introduce and
encourage the use of oil extended
natural rubber in camel back com-
pound in Ceylon for use in passenger
car retreads. Laboratory studies
have shown that oil extension in the
latex phase is superior to oil exten-
sion of the rubber in the factory.
This experiment would be extended
to two retreaders’ factories to make
retreads on passenger car tyres on
an experimental scale.

I now come to food products.

Carbonated beverage from coconut
treacle: an investigation is being
carried out on the use of coconut as
a base ifor carbonated beverages.
Treatment on a semi-commercial
scale was carried out. Of eight tried
out, the recipe using ginger was
found to be the most satisfactory.

Palmyrah flavour sap: the objec-
tive is to obtain records of the average
yield, sugar content, and tapping
season for palmyrah palms. This
work has been expanded to include
feasibility study for arrack distilla-
tion from palmyrah toddy. Distilla-
tion of one sample of fermented
toddy gave a product with the
flavour of arrack while the alcohol in
the toddy was 5 per cent.

Pectin from palmyrah fruit:
immature fruit were used to extract
HCI1, citric acid and potassium meta-

Hewl 8 0535 OeAVC®

The results from these two

792
g8 cwlds. ® B Tdhgw

bisulphite. The estimation of pectin
in the pulp gave a value of 26 per
cent on a moisture-free basis.

It is proposed to reorganize the
CIS.IR. completely during the
coming year. The purpose of this re-
organization is to make it an instru-
ment of more practical and imme-
diate use for the development of
industries in Ceylon.

The Oils and Fats Corporation was
a corporation that lost continuously
till last year. It was only last year
that we made a profit in spite of the
fact that the machinery is old and
outdated and we have to scrap a
good deal of it. As a matter of fact,
after 10 years we can write off the
entire capital for depreciation, and
there would be no capital invest-
ment in the Oils and Fats Corpora-
tion at Seeduwa.

This corporation has made steady
progress since 1965 as shown by the
following figures :

Production of Cattle and Poultry Feeds :

1964-65 16,881 tons
1965-66 23,728 tons
1966-67 29,337 tons

Total Sales:
1965-66 Rs. 13,189,697
1966-67 Rs. 18,148,181

During the current financial year
the corporation has continued its
policy of increasing production of
cattle and poultry feeds. It has also
carried out trial runs for commission-
ing its complex of plants for produc-
tion of fatty acids and. glycerine,
using the extracted oil derived from
poonac through the Solvent Extrac-
tion Process. This would develop
two export products from industrial
oil salvaged from poonac which
would otherwise go to waste in
animal feeds. In monetary terms,
this means an appreciation in value
from an average of Rs. 900 per ton
of industrial oil to an average of
Rs. 2,000 per ton for glycerine and
about Rs. 1,600 per ton for fatty acids.
At full production, the annual
foreign exchange appreciation will
be over Rs. 2 million.

In 1966 the Government invited
Dr. H. G. R. Reddy, Regional Adviser
(Oils and Fats) of the ECAFE, Bang-
kok, to advise on the reorganization
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of the corporation. Arising from
Dr. Reddy’s repert, the corporation
proposes to engage in the following
activities during the coming year :
(1) Increasing the provender produc-
tion by modifications to existing

plant and by adjustment in mix-
ing time, et cetera.

(2) Diversification of production acti-
viiies by bringing out the follow-
ing new products :

(i) Glycerine for export,
(ii) Fatty acids for export.—

At present the only concern that
exports glycerine is Lever Brothers.
We propose to produce a certain
amount of glycerine and also fatty
acids for export.—

(iii) Neutral rice bran oil and
probably tea seed oil as
import substitutes for olive
oil and corn oil.

Rice bran can produce an oil which
can be used for manufacturing pur-
poses—soap-making, for example ; if
is also edible.

Tea seed oil is being produced in
other countries. We can produce
from our tea seeds about 10,000 tons
of oil, and tea seed oil is also edible.
It can take the place of olive oil and
corn oil. -

(iv) Stearie acid required for in-
dustrial uses.

As a matter of fact the Kelaniya
Tube and Tyre Factory imports
stearic acid. We can produce stearic
acid at the Oils and Fats plant and
there will be no need to import
stearic acid.

(v) Bakery fats and shortenings

for use by bakers and bis-
cuit manufacturers.

I think we use a fairly large
amount of butter in our biscuit
industry and bakeries, and it will be
possible to use them.

In industrial development if you do
not allow the by-product to go waste,
if you use the by-product, then you
will bring down the cost of the main
product and also give rise to a chain
of industries.

For the purpose of carrying out
this expanded programme of work,
the administrative and technical set-
up in the corporation is being re-
organized on the lines recommended
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by the United Nations expert,
Dr. Reddy.

I met Dr. Reddy. He is a fine
scientist, a very practical man ; he
has helped a number of concerns of
this type in the Andhra area in
India and he is a recognized expert
on oils.

Dr. Reddy’s further recommenda-
tions regarding the introduction of oil
palm cultivation on a large scale, the
establishment of a development
council for oils and fats and allied in-
dustries, and the establishment of a
regional coconut council covering
South East Asia are under considera-
tion by a special committee appointed
by Government.

I would like to say a word about
the National Salt Corporation. During
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s regime, when
she was Prime Minister, the salt in-
dustry was in a very bad way. We
had to import salt from Pakistan. But
during the last two years we have
been able to increase our production.

A contract was signed between the
National Salt Corporation and a
French firm in May 1967 for investi-
gations for the construction of a
saltern in the Jaffna lagsoon. The
total cost of this investigation is 1.2
million francs of which 10 per cent is
payable on signing the contract and
the balance after all the necessary
documents have been submitted to
the corporation.

Under the contract the French firm
is obliged to carry out on site a com-
plete topographic survey and soil in-
vestigations as may be necessary for
the construction of the salt works.
The salt works should be designed
for the production of 115,000 tons of
washed crude salt per annum. The
final report of the investigators will
cover all matters directly connected
to the planning of salt works from the
water intake up to the stockpiling of
salt after washing. It will also in-
clude the following: an engineering
design of the salt works; all the
working and detailed drawings, civil,
mechanical, engineering and electri-
cal, necessary for the construction
and operation of the salt works, in-
cluding water intake, dykes, conden-
sers, crystallizer, feeding channels,
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pumping stations, power supply,
mechanical harvesting, etc. ; complete
list of equipment including drawings
and specifications necessary for the
production, harvesting, washing,
weighing and bagging ot the salt ; ail
information and specialized know-
how necessary for the construction,
setting up and operation of these ins-
tallations ; and specifications, details
of quantities, cost estimates, ete., to

enable the corporation to call for
tenders.

The preliminary designs are ex-
pected to be submitted for approval
to the Government not later than the
end of September 1968. The final
documents and designs will be sub-
mitted not later than 8 months after
the approval of the preliminary
designs.

{ It is expected that the proposed

Jaffna lagoon saltern will come into
| full production in a period of
approximately five years from the
{ commencement of investment. Dur-
ing the intervening period, the pre-
sent salterns at Hambantota, Palatu-
pana, Puttalam and Elephant Pass
will be developed for an increased
production of about 40,000 tons. The
proposed project will enable Ceylon
to meet its entire internal require-
ments of salt, leaving a surplus which
could either be exported or be used
to set up salt-based chemical indus-
tries. Export markets for salt are
readily available in Japan. If the
scheme is undertaken there will be a
surplus of about 65,000 tons of salt
available for export in 1972. As the
annual consumpticn progressively in-
creases the surplus available for ex-
port will gradually fall off until by
1982 the entire output of the Jaffna
lagoon scheme of 115,000 tons will be
required for domestic use.

The present consumption require-
ment of salt is about 70,000 tons. The
production in 1965 was 58,000 tons, in
1966, 63,400 tons and for 1967 the esti-
mate is 67,000 tons. There is no need
for us to import any salt.
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That is the position, Sir. I
with these matters because
Members of the Opposition who
spoke stated that we had not done
anything. As a matter of fact, it
took us two years to put into
working order the corporations
started by the last Government : the
Steel and Iron Factory at Oruwela,
the Tube and Tyre Factory at
Kelaniya, the Hardware Factory and
the plant they put up at Galle for
grinding clinker. How to bring the
clinker to Galle was the problem.
That is a problem even today. We
were told by the last Government
that they were bringing in a fleet of
ships to transport the clinker from
Kankesanturai to Galle. The ships
have not yet come. Even if the
ships came, where is the harbour ?
At Kankesanturai a harbour has to
be built on modern lines and the
last Government prevented even the
construction work to be started at
Kankesanturai, and they were
talking of a Galle harbour. They
could not even do the work to have
a harbour at Galle which could
permit the entry of ships bringing in
10,000 tons of clinker.

We have to import clinker today
from Japan or Pakistan because it is
cheaper. The freight costs are
cheaper than the cost of bringing
clinker from Kankesanturai to Galle.
That is the work of the last Govern-
ment, the great industrial experts of
the last Government. They were
thinking of putting up a cement
plant somewhere in the South to use
the calcareous mud of Ambalangoda
for cement, but all technologists tell
us that you cannot use that mud for
a cement industry.

dealt
hon.

The Government is going ahead
with the development of the
Puttalam cement industry which will
produce 220,000 tons of cement.
Work is progressing very smoothly
and the time schedule is being kept,
and we expect to complete the plant
at the end of 1968 or at the latest
early 1969. Then we will have
another 220,000 tons. But before that
plant is completed we propose to
start work on the second kiln at
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Puttalam  which will produce
another 220,000 tons. The Kankesan-
turali new Kkiln is already beginning
to produce virtually double the
capacity of the Kankesanturai old
kiln which is being re-done. That
will add another 40,000 to 50,000 tons
to production. By the time this
second kiln is completed at
Puttalam, this country should be
self-sufficient so far as cement is
concerned—not only self-sufficient,
but 1 can also give the assurance
that it will be possible to bring down
the cost of cement. At present the
costs at Kankesanturai are high
because we have to transport the
fuel there and after production we
have to bring down the cement to
the consumer centres in the southern
areas. But with Puttalam that
problem will be solved and this
country will have sufficient cement.
And cement is all important for
development work, whether it is a
question of building roads, bridges,
buildings or houses. For everything
cement is very important and we
must produce cement at a very
much lower cost than we have been
doing at Kankesanturai. I do not
want to say anything more than that.

The Tyre Factory is already com-
missioned. The Iron and Steel
Factory is already commissioned and
by about September of this year
they will be producing enough
barbed-wire at Oruwela for our
consumption in this country. The
barbed-wire we produce, from the
point of view of quality standards,
will be much better than the barbed-
wire that is produced in other places.

I too had something to do with the
beginning of this plant. Do not
think it is entirely the work of the
last Government, the S.L.F.P.
Government. I am prepared to pay
a little tribute to my hon. Friend
who is no longer here, Mr. William
Silva. But I do not think anyone in
the S.L.F.P. knew what he was
doing or even the late Prime Minister
knew what he was doing. We had
to compel him to do things. When
we sited the textile plant at Veyan-
goda he said, “You site it at
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Avissawella ”—Veyangoda was a
part of Avissawella then and the
demarcation came much later.

Mrs. Bandaranaike does not know
iron from steel in any case. Do not
think that she had anything to do
with the iron and steel plant at
Oruwela or that her Government or
the S.L.F.P. Government had any-
thing to do with it. That is the
position.

When I listened to the speeches
and the criticisms of some of the
hon. Members of the Opposition I
heard them speaking the saine
language, condemning us in the same
terms in which they condemned the
S.L.F.P. Government. When I was
a Minister from 1956 to 1959 they
used the same terms against the
Government. The hon. Member for
Yatiyantota, the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central and others used
the same language. I did not listen
to everybody—it is not worthwhile
listening to them ; it is so monoto-
nous ; so dreary; there is so little
meaning in what they say; they

say the same things. When tne
S.LLF.P. Government was formed
and when we left when it was

no longer possible to remain in
it, when the S.L.F.P. was inefficient
and was not tackling the problems
of the people properly and we
left, they were talking in the same
strain. They are talking in the
same strain and doing the same
thing now. I can understand it if
these people are talking seriously.
Do they know what they are talking
about ? Do they have any love for
their country ? Are they interested
in the development of this country ?
I refuse to believe that they are.
They are talking nonsense most of
the time.

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
knows next to nothing of food
production. Naturally, there is very
little land for cultivation in Colombo
Central.—[Interruption]. He has to
go even beyond Wanathamulla to
find land that can be cultivated.—
[Interruption]. You will not get
much land for cultivation ; it may be
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that you will have to go beyond the

ocean. Perhaps you will find land

where you will feel very happy,

whether it be the land from where

your ancestors came or the new land

you seem to have adopted.

When they start speaking of
democratic rights and accuse this
Government of being vindictive, of
not permitting the people to exercise
their democratic rights—in fact, the
hon. Member for Panadura
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene) was
talking of democracy—it makes me
laugh. And what is more, there is
a paper called “Jana Dina”; he
always pops up like a jack in the
box, asking, “ What has happened to
my press ‘Jana Dina’? Why do
you not permit it to print?” He
should know what happened.

oCw € 9m2iRr V.
(B Qevove] @ewreur Ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

What happened ?

. 8. 8. @8, 92n2dAx»
(Qaorreay 1o (T By @&60TUT HET)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

What happened? Well, it has
been closed for certain reasons.
That is all.

oci’ € @iy .
(85 Qeveve) @emreur ser)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

For no reason.

0d. & . @l @zdinm
(Oserran te- (G- 2y @G‘.‘.‘UTGU!‘.F'EGJT)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You ought to know. I do not
want to read what is printed in that
paper. 1 never thought that my
former colleagues, people with
whom I associated for twenty years,
would degenerate to the extent that
thev have. I never thought that

would happen.
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(Bl Qavevel @ewreur ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

You are talking about yourself ?

ad & . @l 9@didm
(Qserrey to. 1§ it @ewrai Ger)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Perjury and lies seem to be the
weapons of offence and defence of
the L.S.S.P. and the Communist
Party. I have one or two copies oif
that paper ; I have been reading it
occasionally.

DErsNE ceultn S
(,Q@_ Quien Qemidevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You published the “ Henapahara ™
in your time. You forget it now.

ad. &. 8. ¢l 9ndiam

(Qaorras 1. (F. QYT @ewarsar)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

There is no need for “ Hena-
pahara”. It was not produced by
me.

A8 ctnBen .
(Bop. Quig GQerdevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
You forget the past.

o 8 B @l oendiam

(Qaerrar 1o. 1T, 2y @Hereurser)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

That was at the beginning of the
movement. You do not know at the
end of a movement what you did at
the beginning of it. ‘Are these
people babes? They do not under-
stand.

They now have a paper called
“ Aththa” also. I have the highest
respect for the Soviet Union. Iis
people, their achievements, and the
papers they publish. I feel very
sorry that these people here have
adopted the name of a paper
published in that country and called
it “ Aththa”. I do not want to go
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into the question of how much truth
there is in “Izvestia” and how
much Izvestia there is in “ Pravda ”.

oCE € LRy .
(8@ Qovevel] @enreur ger)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

It is better not to talk of the truth.

ad & 8. @l 9&nddAm
(Oserreay to. (. i @ewreur ger)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I do not want to go into that, but
let me tell you that I have never
seen such depraved things being
published elsewhere than in
“ Aththa ”. They take the cake for
the worst, yellow, gutter press in this
country—the press that publishes
“ Aththa”. That is the position. So,
do not talk about it. '

Let me say another thing: I am

sorry the hon. Leader of the
Opposition is not here. She was
very angry yesterday at some

of the remarks made by Members
of the Government. She said
that this Government is vindictive,
that this Government had instructed
the Attorney-General to prosecute.

Might I remind the fair Lady,
might I remind those on the opposite
Benches, that when I was a Minister
in their Government they gave
instructions {o prosecute me for
criminal libel ? Is that not vindictive-
ness ? Fortunately, the judges found
that I was not guilty, that I was
speaking the truth.

Now they complain about Ratwatte
or somebody, the brother of the
Leader of the Opposition, who was
charged in a court of law, being
harassed as a result of the file being
brought up again and an appeal
being filed. Did they think of these
matters at the time they gave
instructions to the Attornev-General
to prosecute me when I was a
member and a Minister in the M. E. P,
Government of Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike ? As a matter of fact,
instructions were given—I can come
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out with it now—when the Attorney-
General was away in Kandy. Before
he returned from Kandy, instructions
were given to prosecute me.

Now they talk of vindictiveness !
I do not think this Government is so
vindictive as that Government which
even went to the extent of prosecui-
ing a Member of the Government. I
was a Member of their Government
when the prosecution was launched.
They must have some sense of pro-
portion when they use words like
‘“ democratic rights, ” *“ freedom, ” and
S0 on.

I say that this Government, the
National Government, is doing ifs
best to bring about harmonious
relations among the various commu-
nities and the various religions in
this country. On the basis of those
stable, harmonious relations among
the various communities and reli-
gions, we propose to develop the
economy of this country.

I do not want to speak about other
activities. I shall confine myself to
an explanation of the work of the
Ministry of Industries and Fisheries.
I ask hon. Members, if they have any
sense of shame, any self-r¢spect, not
to burden this House with the
meaningless amendments that they
have moved. These amentiments are
purely for the sake of criticizing.
They mean nothing.—[Interruption]
What did you say ?

@2alicc DY, DO, ewelsb
Q)

(soorf & erev. erib. QuUCT TT—usn 19 01w g5
Cari_em)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

I am amused.

(ca8esy

ad 8. 8 @i 92dZan
(Gzormra . (F. ,?u_alz,rf". Gy_-;mrauffﬁsw)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You are amused ? You will have
to cry a little later.

prtndc Y. 8. cwedsb
(serfl& erer. erd. QuiBrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We know what you said earlier.,
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(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I have always said that I will work
with any group of people who are
ready to develop this country, who
are ready to defend the independence
of this country, who are ready to
serve the people of this country. Let
it be any group of people.—[Inter-
ruption]. Yes, not only with the
devil but with the devil’s grand-
mother.

I ask hon. Members opposite to
reconsider these meaningless amend-
ments that they have moved. If they
have any sense of shame, any love
for their country, at least some
interest in the development of this
country and its trade, let them
withdraw their amendments.

g. . 6.25

ofed. @d. Ve AT MWrnwD .
(66®@c)

(S oris. gyi. Lwiew LIGUTL_IT T JBIT IL] & & —
Q,&“.‘n.b@u)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, at the first
stage when my Friend, the Hon.
Minister of Industries, was on his
feet I could not help thinking that
there was some justification for the
comment made earlier by the hon.
Member for Baddegama (Mr. Neal
de Alwis) that it was not only the
container that had lost its vim but
also the Hon. Minister. However,
towards the end I saw that he had
regained some of his customary
aplomb and vigour in attacking his
former colleagues in the United
Left, and it gave me a great deal
of amusement and enjoyment.

I was wondering, when I gave a
little thought and consideration to
some of the things he had to say,
why he was so anxious to come
close to the devil and the devil’s
grandmother on this side of the
House not so long ago in 1964. After

Bewddnm @538 9edDE®
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all, if everything that Mrs. Bandara-
naike or the S.L.F.P. has done is as
meaningless as it appears to him
today, one cannot help wondering
why he was willing to have discus-
sions with a view to joining this very
vindictive Government which pro-
secuted him for criminal defamation.

oé 8. 8. @8 9mdIa»
(Qaerrey 1o (F. i @ewralr ser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Not only with the devil but even
with the devil’s grandmother.

of . @8, dwE BT Mdsnem O
(B Gris. opr. Lwew LT TIETLGE)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I know. But it becomes the devil’s
grandmother only because you find
it impossible to sup even with the
long spoon !

In other words, you choose your
epithets according to where you
stand. So long as it suited your pur-
poses you described the Senanayakes
in certain terms. You said you
would not be content until the last
Senanayake had been driven from
the political arena. That was your
ultimate objective in politics those
days. Now it appears that, because
they were prepared to feed you with
a somewhat shorter spoon, the situa-
tion has changed.

I recall the time, not so long ago,
when you had a great deal to say
about the hon. Member for Colombo
South, the Minister of State. You
made what I would have considered
extremely indelicate allegations in
regard to his ancestry. You thought
that they came from Samanbedde
and paddled certain boats—without
outboard motors in those days!—
across the Kelani river. You had a
great deal to say about the Minister
of State’s perfidious ancestors who
sold the country and betrayed it to
the Britishers. As a man from Avis-
sawella, from the area of the ancient
Sinhalese Kings of Sitawaka, you
had a great deal to say those days.
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ur gariiy,  Qaafel sy

L rrERLeT S Sl shgn)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister

of State and Parliamentary Secretary to

the Prime Minister and Minister of

Defence & External Affairs)

Dompe.

ofd. 8. wwed AFEHHSsNED Be.
(B eril. i, Lwed e riprLés )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I can assure you, the men from
Dompe at no stage made allegations
of that sort against the Minister of
State. We do not choose, merely
because we are political opponents,
to sling mud at one another. That
is not an argument. If I disagree
with the Minister of State I will say
that to him. When I agree with the
Hon. Minister of Industries I will
say so. When I disagree with him
also I will say so. That is the Dompe
way, and we do not choose to make
enemies of people and start abusing
them merely because it suits our
position at any given moment.

If the Hon. Minister of Industries
is serious in his allegations, one be-
gins to wonder how it is that the
very persons in the Government who
initiated prosecutions against him
are now his bosom friends within
the Government fold. I refer to the
Minister of Land.

ad 8. 8 ¢ 8> (928, wSHéw
o B2CAC @B » wWINBNGD)

(Qzorrey &. (. 19. Roaur—arenfl, Silir
sar, Herdlens D FeLl  (1pF
QI(THLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader of
the House)

I do not know anything about this.
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Minister of Land, I agree, has
got a very convenient memory. That
is true. There have been many ins-
tances when he forgot what took
place at Cabinet meetings. He forgot
the Chinese Maritime Agreement.
He forgot that there was a decision
not to publish administration reports
at certain stages. He made an
announcement that I had ordered
the non-publication of those adminis-
tration reports a day or two after
I had resigned as Minister of
Finance, and subsequently retracted
in open Parliament after he found
his own signature on the Cabinet
Papers, which he had forgotten.

I am not blaming him. The Minis-
ter is a man burdened with so many
problems in his mind. He has even
forgotten his cadju plantation. Two
years ago he was talking to us about
the underground water resources of
this country and about tube wells.
Now he has forgotten those and has
come to the surface. He is talking
about ground water in the present
Throne Speech. I do not blame the
Hon. Minister of Lands. I am not
finding fault with him either. He
is a personal friend of mine. I like
him very much.

o& 8 8. ¢ 8CFD
(Qsorrey &. 1. 9. Qdaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Water is now flowing.

f &, fﬁsg. Pesed DT eNndsNnwD D,
(D oril. Sy, 1w LGl _TIprilsGs)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
He says, the water is now flowing.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaorres &. 1F. 19. Baveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The pumps are now working.
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S, @l Vel A HENWD Do
(8l erii. oy, L weW LiewL_rs prilds)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am glad to hear his pumps are
working and the water is flowing,
but the fact remains that the under-
ground water resources of two years
ago are still underground. We have
now come to the surface, and no
doubt we will in a year or two be
talking about water at higher eleva-
tions through the benefit of 1ift irri-
gation. There will be times for us
to go higher. I am not talking about
that now. I am talking about the
Hon. Minister of Industries and of
the catalogue that he read to us of
his great achievements.

I wonder sometimes what the pur-

Speech debates is if this is the level
y at which we are seriously debating,
as the supreme legislature of the
country, policy questions pertaining
to our land. One begins to wonder
what is the function of a Minister
if the best he can do is to catalogue
a series of statistics which are abso-
lutely meaningless from beginning
to end.

I listened to them very carefully.
He made statements of a sort which
did not in any way add to our know-
ledge of the policy approaches of the
Government. It does not help us to
know that the vim has lost its vigour,
or the salt its savour, or that safety
matches have lost their combustibi-
lity. What we are interested to know
is what does the Government pro-
pose to do to ensure that the neces-
sary things that the people need are
going to be made available to them.

I noticed that from about the time
of the Agalawatta by-election, we
have been always short of safety
matches. I do not know about the
safety, but certainly we do not have
the matches. The last time I came
across them was when they were be-
ing sold two for twenty-five cents en
the pavement, though the official
mark or the banderole gave us the
official price.

Bew/dnm P @edAcw
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In the whole catalogue of indust-
ries, I have yet to hear one .word
about matches. The Hon. Minister
told us about the things he can make
He is going to produce tea-seed oil
out of tea-seeds. We are having it
hard enough to force the tea that
comes out of the leaves, down
peoples’ throats. I do not know how
he is going to persuade them to
start swallowing the tea-seed oil.

Anyway, it is well and good to
start with statements which sound
more like fairy tales to us, with the
making of plans for the future, with
statements of the glorious work done
by the C.I.S.I.R. in spite of the fact
that he says it is badly ornganized -
and requires reorganization. Of
course, all that was due to the bad
old days of the M.E.P. and the
S.LF.P. But in spite of that they
have done good work and discovered
how to manufacture oils out of tea
seeds. That is about all we do not
have these days—oil from tea seeds.

I can assure you that if we are to
expect good ideas from Ministers,
they should not make the mistake of
assuming that they have automati-
cally received an appointment by
divine right to head the civil service
when they receive an appointment.
That is essentially a weakness of this
approach. You cannot start with the
assumption that Ministers are civil
servants or scientists or technicians
entrusted by the country with the
task of

e 5Y Das.
(B Qsarioer)
(Mr. Keuneman)
Old age pensioners.

ofed. @d. B BT ndmwn Sw.

(Elw- eris. oy, L wew uewL TrpETIGS)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Of course, politically, you find old
age pensioners just as much as in any
other institution. That cannot be
helped. Well, I suppose, it comes to
all of us in time. It will probably
come to you in time to come, in a
couple of years hence.
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At the moment I am not concerned
with casting barbs of that sort. I do
not propose to argue as 1o whether
the Minister’s barbed wire will prick
harder than the barbed wire of the
M. E. P. or the S. L. F. P. That kind
of argument takes us nowhere.

I come to the Bureau of Standards.
All I can say is that if you had a
bureau of standards in this House, I
think that the last speech of the Hon.
Minister will probably hit a new low
as far as this House is concerned.

Now Mr. Chairman, I was not
going to talk of industries at all. 1
was going to talk about the hollow-
ness of the Throne Speech which con-
tains absolutely nothing at all. We
expect you to come here and talk
about policies. A policy amounts to
a statement of the things you have
done in the past year, the plans you
have made for the present year, a
statement of the things you hope to do
in the future, like the manufacture of
tea-seed oil.—[Interruption].

I have not forgotten the petro-
chemical group of industries. They
have not seen the light of day. We
are still waiting for that. The Hon.
Minister talked about the peiro-
chemical group of industries in the
Dehate on the Throne Speech in 1965.
We are still waiting for that.

The Minister, I agree, is a very
graceful person. He very gracefully
opened the Iron and Steel Mills which
Mrs. Bandaranaike initiated, accord-
ing to him, at a time when she could
not distinguish iron from steel
Frankly, I am not certain that I could
either. I am not a magnet. But I
would say this: I very much doubt
the capacity of the Minister to dis-
tinguish it either. I can assure him
that if he thinks it is steel he is going
to find that it is pig iron. But in prac-
tical terms, does it become necessary
for Mrs. Bandaranaike or any politi-
cian to distinguish iron from steel ?

We know that we require iron and
steel in this country. Does he suggest
that it was not the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment that signed the contract with
the Soviet Government for that aid ?

1067 48 18
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The Hon. Minister approves of the
Soviet Government, I have no doubt
that the Soviet Government would be
very grateful to hear that. It would
be a great pleasure indeed for them to
know that they have the approval of
the Minister of Industries. I havé no
doubt that Mr. Kosygin will rise a
few inches in stature in consequence
of a compliment of the Minister of
Industries. But in real terms, what
are we hoping to achieve by this kind
of stupid argument ?

It is not only noise we are trying to
generate ; we are arguing sense. I
would like the Hon. Minister to tell us
in practical terms, having regard to
the investment made in industries,
having regard to the money spent by
him—he talks about the mess made of
industries by the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment—just what exactly he has done
to set right that mess over the two
years that he has been the Minister
of Industries. I will tell you what he
has done. In the first instance, he
appointed incompetent persons who
did not know their job as chairmen of
corporations, people without educatio-
nal qualifications, people who have
failed the S. 8. C. examination. This
is the class of men he appointed as
chairmen of corporations. When we
criticized him he said, “ No, no. They
have done a wonderful job. They are
excellent men.” Maybe because they
happen to be his political stooges. I
will use no other word. I refer to the
former Member for Tissamaharama,
Mr. Lakshman Rajapaksa. He failed
to get admission to this House in the
normal democratic process and having
failed he was appointed chairman of a
corporation. What happened to him ?
If he was able, if he was up to the
job, why was he fired within two
years ?

Is this the re-organization you are
talking about ? He failed ; as far as I
am aware the only failure—he was a
failure all along—the only special
failure that justified his expulsion
was his failure to speak on platforms
in the ZXolonnawa by-election.—
[Interruntion]. I am not aware of any
other failure. He was certainly an
unsatisfactory man from our point of
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view right from the beginning. Cer-
tainly, as Chairman of the Textiles
Corporation he was a complete flop
compared with his predecessors, men
of the highest integrity and standards,
men who had proved themselves in
the Public Service and elsewhere, If
you take the view that your political
stooges can do a better job because
of political loyalty one can understand
that point of view, but why throw
them out ?

Look at the Fisheries Corporation
of which you are talking about. It
transpired that the Director of Fish-
eries and the Chairman appointed by
the S. L. F. P. Government, in whom
you yourself had the utmost confi-
dence once upon a time, turned out an
unsatisfactory choice from your own
point of view. Quite right. Mr. Sam
_ Silva—you fired him and appointed
{ instead whom ? You appointed a
gentleman who had never had any
contact with the sea or fisheries in the
person of the former Member for
{ Welimada, a defeated candidate who
failed to secure election in association
with your political party at the gene-
ral election of March 1965. And,
when that happened, lo and behold,
hey presto, he is appointed the Chair-
man of the Fisheries Corporation !

Now, all T can say is that if there
was a mess before in industries you
have made that mess a hundred times
worse by your incompetence and
political stoogery on which you de-
pend for your political existence.
What happened to the chairman ? He
was fired. He had a beard, the closest
thing to a fishing net, nylon or other-
wise. I do not know how many fish
he netted, but if he was an unsatis-
factory person, was it correct to re-
organize the Fisheries Corporation by
appointing a man like that ?

One does not know how to take you
seriously. You talk of industries. Take
the National Textiles Corporation—
sited in the wrong place. May I ask
you, why do you not tell the House
why it is that the Textiles Corpora-
tion at Veyangoda has been idle in the
weaving section for nearly 2% to 3

Bewldn 05785 deddcw®
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months for lack of the necessary
chemicals to treat the product?
People are being paid wages. I have
not checked up in the last week or so
as to whether the situation still con-
tinues, but I am talking of my know-
ledge of ten or fifteen days ago, and
then it was so.

You are talking of efficiency in in-
dustries. I am asking you practical
questions. You talk of production and
magnificent records. If you look at
the figures they are not even some-
thing to be proud of.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, may I be
permitted to say this: is it or is it
not the fact that the Textiles Corpora-
tion lacks the necessary chemicals to
operate anything more than the spin-
ning plants ? Am I stating something
inaccurate or am I not ?

The Hon. Minister tells us of the
wonderful job he is doing. He talks
of the public sector and the private
sector. I shall come to the private
sector in a moment. But before we
come to the private sector, just look
at the public sector.

He talks about the textile factories,
the one at Pugoda which was planned
by the S. L. F. P. and which was
scrapped by the Minister. It was a
gift from the People’s Republic of
China. The Minister thought at that
time that the land was subject to
floods. He read a statement in the
House and annuounced that he was
not proceeding with that. Well and
good! I am not here to argue
parochial matters, nor am I interested
in the Ministers’ standards of judg-
ment. Either the land floods or it
does not flood. All that I can say is
that it is remarkable to me that the
land has now been passed on to the
Minister of Nationalized Services
who is using it as a C.T.B. bus
station, and even when maximum
floods occur Talduwa goes under
water, Hanwella is flooded, but the
buses kept at that particular bus
station do not get even their tyres
wet !

What does the Minister do? He
says, “I am taking this textile mill
away and siting it at Ambalangoda.”
Please tell us what happened to the
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textile factory at Ambalangoda. I do
not care where you put it, but I am
very much concerned if Ceylon loses
a textile factory thanks to the Hon.
Minister’s petty wvindictiveness, in-
capacity and incompetence. That is a
question that is certainly material.

The Hon. Minister talked about a
textile factory at Ambalangoda. The
hon. Member for Ambalangoda (Dr.
Saddhasena) will know better than I
where the factory is. The steel and
the cement imported for it were sold
to petty traders and profiteers both in
the Dompe and the Avissawella elec-
torates, and they made a colossal
amount of money on it at the time it
was decided to scrap the mill.

But, having scrapped the mill my
question is this: why does Ceylon
have to lose the benefit of a free tex-
tile factory coming as a gift—not a
loan, mind vou—to the people of
Ceylon ? To this question up to date
we have no answer.

We, by contrast, do not adopt that
attitude. We have not the slightest
objection. We want to see the country
develop, Mr. Minister, although you
talk about being willing to develop it
with anybody, including those whom
you wanted to drive off the political
field, including those whose ancestry
involved perfidy according to you.

ad 00 8. L™
Pend @ OB)

(Qazarra

(202808Q om

GTLD. IB. LIGATL_T—GHeuaTiLt,

o TG IYLDEF FIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)

Which side ?
Dfed. i‘gaa. Destd DEH NEBNGD Des.

(Sap. eril. By, WG LIGHTL_TT BIril&Es )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am afraid, your Colleagues. Your
Minister talked of your Colleagues.
I shall mention them by name.
“ Until the last Senanayake is driven
off the political field ” he said, “ I will
not rest.” He was referring to the
Hon. Dudley Senanayake and, I am
sorry to say, Mr. R. G. Senanayake
as well. He was referring to all of
them.

1967 %& 18
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o 8. 8. @d. QERDERD
(Q@ersg; . (. %ri. @& QI G )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Mostly to R. G. Senanayake.

LS. @d. Dwed Ao W e
(8@ orts. opi. wew LIGRT LT T 51T U1 & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He referred to them and he nearly
had a fight across these benches. The
Hon. Minister charged the Hon.
Dudley Senanayake with treachery,
with conspiracy, in the House during
the tea interval, and at the house of
some person or other, with conspi-
racy along with some priest, Sir
John Kotelawala and army officers.
The Hon. Minister must not forget

his past. His reckless statements have
been heard too often.

a& 8 8. @d. 922d%m»
(Qserray . (F. oyi. @ewarger)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
It has not affected my memory.

ofd. @d. Dwed DT MINwD .
(8- eTli- QY. L Weh LIGHT LT [BTiiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I can assure you, the Hon.
Minister’s memory never falters
except when he reads French. His
pronunciation leaves much to be de-
sired. @ He always quotes the same
passage from Leon Trotsky in
French against different pecple, about
the emptiness of their minds. We
have heard all that before, and I
made a quotation to you last time.
What is precisely most just as far as
he is concerned is the quotation from
T. S. Eliot’s “The Hollow Man”. I
do not propose to repeat myself
more than once, but that quotation,
I thought, also applied to him that
occasion, particularly that bit about
a head which is filled with straw.

@a& 8. 8. @d. 9m2ERm»
(Qzerra to. (5. DYT @@ww:ﬁﬁ;m}
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

It is apt that it should come from
Dompe.
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{.Qﬁ' GT LI {’bﬁ"- L WG [IGRTL_IT T 5T U5 )

(Mr. . R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Now, if I may be permitted to get
back to the main Throne Speech,
the hon. Member for Avissawella
talked about industries. He said,
“Take industries ; it is not the whole
part of the Throne Speech.” In fact,
it is the smallest part of it. He talked
of replying to criticisms. He talked
about Wijewardena being given a
licence to manufacture sweets. 1
think “Delta toffees” are the words
he used and I think the gentleman
in question is Mr. Upali Wije-
wardena. The Hon. Minister said
that he had a target and the targei 1s
met. He said the number of sweet
making concerns in this country
has diminished. The number of
units in production has decreased.
It may be they have, but was there
a need for another one ? That is the
question. Was a new licence issued
for Delta toffees to Upali Wije-
wardena or not during the period of
re-organization, of getting rid of the
seeni bole industry of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party, or did the Minister,
for reasons best known to himself,
refuse it ? He said he was charged
with partiality. Has he answered
the charge ? Has he told us whether
it is true or false ? As far as I am
concerned the Delta toffees are a
fact. We eat them now and again. I
do not know whether it is a fact that
there is a decrease in production
after this Government came into

office.

One wonders why the Hon. Minis-
ter talks about new industries, new
kilns and cement. Yes, indeed,
cement is certainly an urgent
priority and I agree with the Hon.
Minister at least on one point,
namely, that the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment failed to build the K. K. S.
harbour : in time to enable the
clinker projects to work properly. I
am not above admitting a matter
where, I think, the Hon. Minister
malaq a certain maint. But having
! made it what does he say? “I am

establishing this factory and that
factory and a second kiln in Putta-

BewlEm O5IF) RVE®
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lam.” Let me remind him that the
entire project in Puttalam was
worked out by the S. L. F. P. Govern-
ment. The railway line was built
and established ; the entire decision
to get West German assistance fo
finance the project by obtaining the
credit loans, the contracts with
Rumbolt, all these matters were
definitely the action of the S. L. F. P.
Government and of nobody else
whatever the Minister may have to
say about it. I appreciate that due to
natural political vanity he likes fo
take credit for whatever the other
man has done. It is understandable.
The Minister wants to get credit for
everything that Mr. William de Silva
did. In fact, the only reason why the
Hon. Minister left the S. L. F. P.
Government at that time was not
because he was persecuted but
because Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike wanted him to take up the
portfolio of Industries and Fisheries.
He considered it an  insulf.
But he did not consider it an insult
to accept the same portfolio when
times and circumstances had
changed and the political influences
he could bring to bear had
diminished to the extent that it was
that or nothing. That is the tragedy
of it.

Then he goes on to talk of salt
production. Paranthan Chemicals
produced 69 tons of salt last year and
the Hon. Minister talked about the
great production of salt. Unfortun-
ately, the statistics from the Central
Bank Report—[Interruption].

as 8. 8, epa& DEHDEN®
(Qaorres to. 1S oy @Hewreit o)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

T said 69 tons of table salt.

ofd. @, Rud dedndrsnom Dos.
(B eTLi. i, L wew LiewL 7T mriids)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am talking of table salt—six{y-
nine tons of table salt. It 1is
wonderful !
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The Minister talks about fisheries.
He talks about the Yugoslav boats.
Who placed the orders for those
boats ? It may be the S. L. F. P. Gov-
ernment, but it was the Hon. C. P. de
Silva who was Minister of Fisheries
at the time the boats were first
ordered in 1961.

e8F0sY Hwied Do

(B Qasev ppear spuibition )

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Who approved the designs? You
as Minister of Fisheries ?

of . @d. dwed AT MEINWD Dwn.

(8- 6Tl i, L weh LIeRTL_TTpiTiLi%s)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I was Minister of Finance at the
time and I provided the money for it.
There was difficulty in regard to one
boat. Subsequently we modified the
design. But may I say that those
boats are catching fish. If you are
catching any fish at all it is entirely
due to that.

I am extremely grateful to the
Hon. Minister of Industries and
Fisheries for he made one statement
which I think is a good confession of
the weakness of the Throne Speech
itself. He said, “ We must admit that
prices are rising. That is a fact.
Prices have been rising for the last
several months.” And, instead of
saying, “We have failed to do
anything about it”, he said, “We
have not succeeded in bringing the
prices down.” That is another way
of saying the same thing.

For once we were told that the
S. L. F. P. had rotten fiscal, financial
policies. Presumably you have excel-
lent fiscal, financial policies. With all
that why have you failed tc give the
people decent conditions ? What is
the mysterious reason ? Why are our
safety matches not igniting ? Is it
because at the time of the Agalawatta
by-elections you thought we had a
sufficient source of spontaneous com-
bustion in the hon. Member for
Agalawatta and that we did not
require matches ? After. all these

1967 @ 18
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things are not produced abroad. The
industrial units are getting smaller
and smaller in number. Why, for
God’s sake, cannot you produce a
match that lights ? Why cannot you
produce enough of matches ? Is it
that we have not got the wood ? Is it
that we have not got the foreign
exchange to import the match-heads ?

wé 8. 8. @l 9rvian

(Qserrar - 1. 24 @ew e s6r)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
There are too many match-makers.

&fd, @b Red MM Do,
(Bln- erli- QY. L e LT TTETEISE)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I can see that. As far as you are
concerned you are incapable of
making a single matech for yourself
politically. You try and try and fail
every time. In 1964 you {tried so
hard and it was a tragedy of the first
order when you could not join the
then S. L. F. P. Government.

The question is, the matches do not
light. We can joke and argue and
fight each other, but in the end we
have no matches that will light and
our Minister of Industries cannot
even tell us why. Companies are
formed, the industrial units are there,
but the material just does not work.

Now, let us look at the record of
this Government in other fields. Let
us start with the Minister of Lands.
He talked about cadju plantations in
the first year. He told us that he had
alienated a fantastic acreage, running
into thousands of acres. I challenged
him then, in 1966, and asked him to
tell us approximately how many acres
had been planted. I would like to
repeat that question now. How many
puhulangs have you yet produced ?
What precisely is the acreage that
has been planted out of the lands that
you have alienated for cadju?—
[Interruption]. You are playing
around with the national economy.
The Minister enjoys himself with a
new idea every now and then. Two
years ago it was cadju and under-
ground water. This year it is ground
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water. He is talking about having

alienated large areas of land under
the Special Leases Board. He says
that he has alienated thousands of
acres in the name of food production
to companies in need of tax rebates.
I would like to ask him how much has
been planted. The answer is, the
Minister does not know. He is talk-
ing in the Throne Speech of tens of
thousands of acres already alienated.
Is it an achievement to alienate tens
of thousands of acres of land ? Aliena-
tion is something which can be done
with the stroke of a pen.

But the Prime Minister in the
course of his trips—tours one might
call them—in food production areas
meets the farmers and the farmers
tell him that there is no water and
that they are unable to survive. But
the Minister of Lands flows on for
ever. The water is flowing as quietly
flows the Don! The Minister goes
on for ever on an even keel unper-
turbed by criticism from the Opposi-
tion or from his friends in the
Government. Even in those days
when we told him these things he
smiled and carried on regardless, and
he still does. He is a nice man per-
sonally, but that is not going to solve
the food production effort; it is not
going to help one way or the other
to get any work done.

If the food production drive is im-
portant for the Government, and it
would appear that the Government
is banking on the food production
drive as its only means of survival,
then why is it that they are unable
to measure it in concrete terms ? We
have had Members of the Govern-
- ment telling us what a wonderful

thing the food production effort is,
how confident they are it is going to
succeed ; and we have had Members
of the Opposition telling us how futile
in some respects the food production
effort is. Where does the truth lie ?

We for the Opposition would like
" to see the Government succeeding in
the food production drive. I for one
take the view that if you are going

Bewldm 9535 VekDCH
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to grow and produce the food you
need in this country it cannot be a
bad thing. If it actually happens it
will be a good thing. There is no
argument about that. I am not talk-
ing of experimental quantities, of
scratching the surface to prove some-
thing to yourself. I am talking of
measurable economic results.

But I am sceptical of your food
production drive for the very reasons
that you yourselves put forward
when you were in the Opposition. I
for one have very little confidence in
foreign companies with the thousands
of acres which you have alienated
to them. I see the Hon. Minister of
Food nodding. I have said this
before. I am not going back on the
thesis that I have earlier presented.
I say that for one very good reason.
First and foremost, I do not believe
that the real objective of the com-
panies is food production. They are
concerned with the saving of money
arising out of their expenditure. To
them it matters little whether the
country becomes self-sufficient in food
or not. It is immaterial to them. All
that is relevant to them is the advan-
tage they get if the expenditure is
incurred, and they are prepared to
incur it.

A great deal of foreign exchange
is also involved in the purchase of
machinery and  equipment  so
thoughtfully provided by this
Government to these companies. I
would like to ask, now that the food
production drive has been under
way for two years, why we cannot
have some statistics. What is the
acreage cultivated by these gentle-
men ? What is the production
figures of the different items of foods
on these different allotments of
thousands of acres cultivated ?

I am asking the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture and Food what precisely
is the actual relationship between
the production on the one side and
the investment on the other. This
is a very important question, because
in relation to investment alone can
yvou judge whether the expenditure
is worthwhile from the point of
view of the benefits to the country.
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For example, a very large sum of
money has been spent on opening
up new lands which have been
alienated to these companies, and
also some foreign exchange. There-
fore, one is entitled to ask, has the
return been worthwhile ? Have we
got something back from it ? From
my own experience and knowledge
and from the little I have observed,
in measurable economic terms you
have not got very much. You have
not really even increased the
overall position of food production.

Some of these firms went into
production of the very things we
had. For example, poultry farming.
I think in Mahiyangana land has
been wused for poultry farming
purposes. We have got enough
poultry farming. The fact remains
that they went into production of
things we had because they did not
know how to set up individual
farming at all.

As far as subsidiary foodstuffs are
concerned, onions, chillies, potatoes
and such major subsidiary food
crops, and also dhal, I would like to
have the figures because I do not
believe we have produced these in
any measurable quantities. I say
this for one basic reason. If you
have produced these in such sub-
stantial quantities as to make an
impact, it must be evident not
merely from the Central Bank
Report but from the everyday life
and experience of the people.

_I‘he Hon. Minister talks about
rising prices being substantially
controlled. If in actual fact that
were so, we should not be paying
blackmarket rates rising even to
Rs. 2 for masoor dhal. In extreme
cases this has happened, Mr. Minis-
ter. If you will only look around
you will find for yourself that
masoor dhal in the open market has
gone up to Rs. 2.

ad 8. 8. @d. 9mdEA»
(Qzerra . (T 2y @&ewrelr e )
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
We get it now from Syria.
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ofed. ad. Raed DL Ddnwm S
(B eris Qyi. Lwew LIGHT LT T [BITLI&E )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not talking of Syria. I am
talking of a situation that existed
long before the Middle-East war.
These situations have arisen periodi-
cally. It cannot happen if there 1s
a measurable production local-wise.
The same is true with regard to
chillies.

aé 8. 8. AL
(Qaerrar 6rib. 0. LIGHTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
No dhal is produced locally.

ofed. ad. Dl DT NésNGD D,

(B, eris. gyi. Lwew LIGHTL_TT BT il&E )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I can show you documents where
some of the firms proudly announce

that they are pioneers in cultivating
masoor dhal.

adh B, 8. @d. 9HdEA

(Qsorrey 1o. 1. Y- @mmﬁﬁ;m}

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Not dhal but
parippu.

masoor thora-

ofel. @d. Do A WdMHe® .
(Bl erii- . L wew LIGRT LT BT I )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I know the difference between
thora-parippu and masoor-parippu.
They speak of masoor-parippu.

o O0. 8. T
(Qaerran ertb. Lo. LiewrL_1 )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

You cannot grow masoor-parippu
here.

ofed. ad. Rwid D NLNGD S,
(e@@ GTLI. T, LGN LG BTUl&E )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I agree you cannot grow it here.
It cannot be grown here, but the
fact is that your firms plan on that
basis.
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o 8 8. @d. gmdan
(Cserre to. (F. gyi. @eawmeutser)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

It must be like your growing
paddy under coconut trees.

i, ol Dwed D27 2w O
(Bl sris. g, L wew Lahr_rrprasda)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I can assure you that it is like the
paddy that you, Sir, reaped with a
golden sickle sometime ago in
Colombo Central.

@& 8. 8. @d. 9mdBam
(Qzerrg to. (F. cc;%rf-. @mrmﬂf';ﬁ'm'r)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Under coconut trees !

ofed. @l Rwed AT Mérnw Sw.

(Blom. eris. i, Lweh LWL TrBruES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

| Under bridges ! Under
Kelaniya bridge !

May I come back to the questior
of farmers themselves ?

the

ad S8wemcE e
(Qaerres mAlwGsréve)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I think that is better.

i, @l. Duwtd L MdWend Sw.
(Bl5. 6ril- QY. LW Liewt T ETitsiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I shall come to education in a
little while. In so far as farming is
concerned, there has been no
measurable production of any single
item of food-crops in worthwhile
terms. But there has been one
aspect of food production which, I
think, is worth considering, and that
is the aspect which we have always
emphasized, the aspect of placing
confidence in the farmer.

eBCO%Y oy Ocon.
(B Qapcd pperr spuPizan)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

55 million bushels of paddy this
year.,

BewiBn @138 @edDcw
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ofef. @d. Dwed A »dsnem .

(1@@' GHELs 2. L_UIGY LIQOTL_TT T rlia)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am trying to give you a sensible
argument. Please listen. I am not
giving you the kind of stupid criti-
cism that came from your Minister.

od 8. 8, @i 95ndian
(Qserra to. 1T gyi. oo s6T)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You have mnot said anything
sensible yet !

Ofed. @d. dued BT wdrnum .
(’Q.J o ‘%ﬁ‘, L_UIGW LIGRTL_TT Bl L& )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You are never capable of compre-
hending, you are too old, and the
effects of the Wisconsin University
are wearing out !

Confidence placed in the ordinary
farmer is the best bet that the
Government has to increase
production, and that is the aspect
both the Opposition and the Govern-
ment are agreed upon, at least to the
extent that the farmer is the main-
stay of agricultural production and
the hope of raising production.

We had, in point of fact, raised
paddy production from about 38
million bushels in 1956 up to about
50 million bushels in 1964. Imme-
diately after 1964 production dropped
to 36 million bushels for the year
1965. Adverse weather conditions
was the reason given. The following
year it rose again to 47 million
bushels but it still has not reached
what we reached in 1964. One year,
1965, there was a failure in food
crops. But in the second year, 1966,
they still had not measured up to
what the S.L.F.P. had achieved in
1964. These are figures and facts.

I agree with you that you can raise
production by giving farmers the
necessary incentives, and one incen-
tive which is operating today and in
which, perhaps, people have some
hove is increased prices, increased
prices arising from your rice cutf.
Merely because you reduced the
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ration, it has certainly helped to
jack up the prices of locally
produced rice, but not as high as,
perhaps, the farmers had hoped.
But that certainly is an incentive of
a worthwhile kind from a farming
angle, and it can produce results;
and in order to produce those
results—

cBE OB Bk Pwn.

(Bay Qapedpper gau&Eian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central said the opposite.

ofed. qfa& Bwed DEY NS ENHD Den.

(Bl eTLI- Q. LWew LIGTL T BTEIES)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not the Member for Colombo
Central. Am I the Member for
Colombo Central or the Member for
Dompe ? I am not speaking for the
hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central.

githce omESsy @8 ¢ BED
(s@T 55
:fa;&maulséﬁ;}
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Agalawatta)
And the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central did not say the

opposite.

Gl revelleir %&. 19 Peveir—

afd. @8, Rew LHNSNWED Do
(B5 6Ti). 2. (W6 LI LT Fril&a)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike )

I am not arguing the case of the
hon. Third Member for Colombo

Central. His criticism of the
Hon. Minister of Industries and
Fisheries may be different. What

they think of each other is not what
I think of them. That is neither
here nor there.

You have to give the farmers
certain essential things. You have
to make fertilizers available, you
have to give them credit, you have
to give them water. Now, the
water is still a major problem and I
am sorry to say that they do not
receive it. It is a fact which is well

1967 A8 18
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known, particularly in the Dry Zone
areas where water is a major
question. It may not be your fault
but one complaint made during every
one of the Prime Minister’s tours ir:
this country was that the farmers
are not having their water.

In regard to agricultural credit,
the S.L.F.P. inaugurated a scheme in
1963 whereby we gave credit
through the Agrarian Services
Department at an interest rate of
2 per cent. Approximately Rs. 140
million has been given out on credit
since that time. There were defaults
in payment which amounted to
approximately 10 per cent of ali the
loans granted. It is a large sum of
money, I grant; but 10 per cent
defaults, to my mind, in relation to
the food production effort, is a
sacrifice well worth making. It
certainly proves that the farmer is
an honourable man who will repay
his obligations without the necessity
for collateral securities.

Now, you have talked about the
new scheme of yours for channelling
credit through the People’s Bank. I
do not think it matters really what
institution gives credit, but it makes
a difference in regard to rates of
interest charged. @The rate of
interest you are planning to charge
the farmer is 12 per cent. The
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of State (Mr. D. A.
Atapattu) proudly asserted that it is
a justifiable rate. I do not know ;
it may seem a justifiable rate if you
are a money-lender or if your
objective is to lend money to your
people, but if your objective is food
production and helping the farmer to
produce food, it seems to me that
what you are doing is making credit
in fact unavailable to him. And
what is going to happen sooner or
later ? There is no supervision
possible ; the People’s Bank has not
got any of the institutions necessary
for that purpose and all that they
are going to do in actual fact is fc
lend money to co-operative societies.
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I discussed this matter with the
new General Manager of the
People’s Bank once and he told me
that it is true. He said, “ We do not
have any machinery; we depend
entirely on the co-operative socie-
ties.” If that is the position may I
ask, in the ordinary commonsense
terms, what is the purpose of the
change from the Agrarian Services
to the People’s Bank if the real
effect of it is to make credit more
expensive ? 12 per cent. is a very
large slice.

oG 20, 8. eHan
(Qserrar erth. 1o. LIGL N )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Payment is to be made in kind.

AT, @d. e’ AL MWésnwm Sw.
(B Tl gy, Lwew e T jsiri&s)
(Mr. F'. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is payment back in kind. Even in
our time it was so. The two per cent.
was also payable out of G. P. S. col-
lections when you surrendered paddy
to the G. P. S. Now what happens ?
By jacking up the price through your
rice cut—

@b DO. B. LT &
(Qaserra erib. (2. LIGRTL T )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
If loans are paid back in kind the
interest gets reduced to 9 per cent.

afed. a@d. e DG wd2nwm .

(B el gy L wow LIGSTL_T T FTIIGS )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Still it is higher than two per cent.
I do not see the logic of the argument,
if you are really serious.

aé OL. 8. G N
(Qserres 6TLh. 1o LIGHTLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
You have the societies.
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We offered loans to them at two
per cent. The Agrarian Services
Department actually charged two per
cent. Check it up for yourself and see
whether what I am saying is right.

As far as this is concerned, why is
it that this rate is being increased at
all? You talk in terms of farmers
being helped ; fertilizers are given to
him with a 50 per cent subsidy, but
the price has gone up. The fertilizer
price is higher than what it was in
1965.

ané 98, 8. g »

(Gzerres erib. 1o, LiGHTL_iT )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Same price as it was in December
1964.

ofd. d. Rwid D NN o,
(8qp- oris. oy LWew LIGRTI_ 77 il )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I do not know what it was in
December 1964, after the dissolution
of Parliament. I was talking of the
price before dissolution. The ferti-
lizer prices went up subsequently and
the prices remain the same.

My point is this: if you are pre-
pared to give a subsidy for tea, rubber
and coconut, why cannot you give a
free fertilizer subsidy to the farmer
in preference to charging anything at
all if you want the food production
effort to proceed ? If you are pre-
pared to say that because tea, rubber
and coconut fetch foreign exchange
you are prepared to spend on the
subsidy, my argument is logically the
same.—[Interruption]. I am granting
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that what we did may not have been
perfect. The fact that we did not
give a subsidy is no argument
because you say we did not make
such a massive food production effort.
The whole complaint against us is
that we failed to maximize the food
production in this country. Let us
assume that is so—I am not going to
concede it—for purposes of argu-
ment. You want rice as an import
substitute, and if that is correct why
cannot you afford to give these
people, who need it much more, a
higher degree of subsidy for that
very simple reason ?

Now, Sir, when this Government
first came into office in 1965 they
talked a lot about their objectives.
They thought they would get lots of
foreign aid. I am not concerned with
repeating that sort of argument, but
it is really a fact that they are not
getting it. They genuinely believed
and hoped that foreign aid was going
to come in large amounts. They said
that the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
had not been adopting an indepen-
dent foreign policy and that was the
reason why they did not get so much
aid ; the Sri Lanka Freedom Party is
too much on the socialist side, too
much with Russia and Ckina, and
therefore they were unable to get the
best from the western world, the
United States of America and Eng-
land. That was the belief and that
was what they said. Well, events
have proved that things have not
been quite so right.

The Hon. Prime Minister, in wind-
ing up the Throne Speech Debate last
year, said that one of the conditions
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for obtaining aid from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and later on
from the World Bank also was to
follow the correct fiscal and monetary
policies, and he told us what those
policies were. They included a credit
squeeze, the putting up of the bank
rate—I am not going to quote the
particular passage of his speech, but
I have got them here with me. The
Prime Minister said so. And he said,
“Well, to restrict the inflationary
deficit, the Budget deficit, to Rs. 200
million, these are all conditions of the
International Monetary Fund and we
have conformed to them ; we ore
satisfied and they are going to give
us money.” Well, they have given
you a little in relation to your quota,
but nothing like the massive expecta-
tions of the Hon. Prime Minister,
nothing like the figures that he him-
self quoted. We now know that the
money is not coming.

The rice ration has also been
reduced, we believe, not in conse-
quence of non-availability of rice.
The stuff is available at a price ; it is
going to cost you six pounds sterling
more for a ton. It is true, to that
extent there is a shortage. A short-
age which jacked up prices is a short-
age, I suppose. That is perfectly true.
In world production terms, prices
will not go up if production is greater
than it was in the previous year.
Production is definitely shorter than
what it was in the previous year.
But my Hon. Friend says that there
was not enough rice in the world
market to feed the people of a small
country like Ceylon. In rice consum-
ing terms, he is talking absolute
nonsense. The rice is available, of
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course, at a higher price. And if the
Government cannot afford the higher
price, let them say that. But the
argument lies here. The price is
higher and the Government say that
they have no money to buy.

Well, if they conscientiously and
deliberately say, “We are not going
to import a single grain of rice,” that
explains it to me. But what does the
Central Bank Report say ? It says
that the production for 1966 is esti-
mated at 662,000 tons of rice and the
consumption is estimated at 1,030,000
tons. In other words, we are pro-
ducing more than half of what we
need. And I still do not understand
the logic of it from the point of view
of the people, because a single person
eats one measure, half of what he ate
before. And if the Prime Minister is
still talking about self-sufficiency in
1971, logically we are more than self-
sufficient if we cut our consumption
by half! If we are producing more
than 50 per cent of our total con-
sumption, and you decide to restrict
our consumption to half of two
measures, we ought logically to be
self-sufficient now already.

Of course, the answer to that is that
the Government have not decided to
restrict the consumption at all. All
that the Government have decided
upon is to eliminate the subsidy from
their internal money, because they
want to maintain the consumption at
the same level or a higher level, but
at a higher price. In other words,
they are restricting their purchases
under the Guaranteed Price Scheme
and saving internal money on the
subsidy. They may be gaining some-
thing from that. But the fact remains
that if they stop to analyse the import
figures for cereals from abroad for
the peoples’ food, they will find that
they are importing approximately to
the same value as before. There is

Bewldrm @538 @eRFDE®
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really no saving at all. Although the
rice ration has been cut, we are still
importing the same rupee equivalent
of cereal foods for our diet.

In other words, for what purpose
is all this? If it is to say, “ Well,
we are only going to eat what we
produce in this country ; we are not
going to import a single grain of
rice,” that makes sense to me. The
sacrifice may well be worthy or
something worthwhile,. But what
you are saying is not even that. What
you are saying is, “ We are going fo
give you a reduced ration, but main-
tain a quantum of food, quantity-
wise, which is no less than what 1t
was before, but at a higher price.”
That is why you are not self-
sufficient, and that is why you find it
very difficult to become self-sufficient.
So long as you merely give the price
incentive and nothing else to the
farmer, and hope the price incentive
is going to automatically result in
self-sufficiency, you will find that the
price is not going to be the incentive
required. There are other reasons,
and unless you can render much more
efficient your irrigation facilities,
unless you are able to get your ferti-
lizer to the farmers and get them to
utilize it in practical terms, unless
you can stop this racketeering on a
tractor pool which you boast about
in your Throne Speech, by the private
sector people, where today in the
North-Western Province and the
North-Central Province prices as
hich as Rs. 70 an acre are being
charged and there is profiteering on
a grand scale on Fordson tractors
imported by Sathiawadis—there will
be no improvement in the situation.
It does not matter what the make
is; let it be Massey Ferguson. It
does mnot matter which particular
importer of yours imports the parti-
cular tractor in question. The fact
remains that Rs. 70 an acre for
a service previously charged at
Rs. 35 is fantastic, whatever the
excuse is, whether it is put on the
higher price of diesel oil or anything
else— -
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(sor £ Qsraear gy g Hoar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
Maybe, the higher price of “ palm
oil.”

ofed, @d. wed W WOBHIW D
(8- eris. . Lwew LIGRTL & BTUI&ES )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike )

I concede that as being an incentive
for anything.

If you are prepared to pay for it,
you can probably get a service of a
better order. If you can think of a
way of ensuring to the farmer that
more money gets into his hand, that
farming becomes a profitable venture,
that farming is worthwhile, you do
not need to preach to the people
about the dignity of labour and that
farming is a wonderful life. People
will take to farming automatically.
But so long as farming remains a
precarious existence, a mode of life
which it is almost impossible to
sustain, you will find that they will
not take to it and it will not do for
Ministers to make speeches saying,
“ T,et us take to farming ; let us not
send our children to the universities
and sit behind desks in offices but
take to the farming life.” It will not
work. Even the Ministers themselves
do not practise it. When it comes to
their own children, you find them
trying to get jobs as creepers. That
is the closest they get to farming. I
do not blame them. The incentive
is there. Creepers are paid ; farmers
are not paid. That is the difference.
If you pay people to do a job of work
it will certainly be done. That is the
simple truth of this business.

I am not a firm believer in Shrama-
dana. To tell you frankly, I never
was- Not that I object to it. I think
it brings about a team spirit among
people in getting them to work
together. It sometimes creates a
spirit of togetherness, if you can call
it that. It has a political value, I
suppose, in that sense, but in econo-
mic terms I do not believe that you
can really get economic value from
nothing. It is one glorious picnic and
work is not even done as a result of it.
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You talk of paddy weeding making
a great contribution to agricultural
production. Certainly the figures for
1966 prove nothing of the sort because
in 1964, without your massive paddy
weeding campaigns, the S. L. F. P.
Government with similar weather
conditions—not crop failures—pro-
duced certainly at least three million
bushels more in paddy terms. I am
not comparing 1965 which is the year
of the cyclones and of natural econo-
mic disaster to you, apart from the
major political disaster of your
election—[Interruption]—to you and
the country.

Let us examine the other achieve-
ments of this Government which
they talk about. In regard to agri-
cultural industry, there is nothing
new and nothing to contribute and in
regard to the food production effort
they are talking of self-sufficiency.
When shortages become more strin-
gent day by day people will feel it.
People are conscious of it. It does
not require the Central Bank docu-
ments to tell us whether the Gross
National Product has increased or
decreased. I think people judge
these things not on statistics, not on
figures and not on formulae. People
judge the results in much simpler
terms. People know from very prac-
tical ways what their money is
worth, what sort of living they have,
how difficult it is to live and how
difficult it is to obtain goods.

The Government promised to eli-
minate queues. The Government
promised people a happier and
better life. I dare say it is a happier
and better life for some people. The
tax deductions are there. They are
able to get things they never saw
before. Goods are banned but the
goods come in all the same. There is
always somebody who has it, if only
you know how to get it. You have
only got to read the advertisement
columns in the newspapers to know
it. One of our distinguished citizens
has been advertising almost daily :
“Ready made Bri-Nylon Trousers,
Imported ”. How he got that mate-
rial I do not know ; it has been
banned for years, and yet he is
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almost daily advertising it in the
newspapers. The Government carries

on oblivious. We are asking how
these things happen.

There is supposed to be a price
ceiling on textiles, of one or two
rupees a yard, and yet textiles far
In excess of that price are being im-

ported even by the C. W. .E., apart
from others.

~ We are told that the Government
IS 1mposing controls to prevent
hoarding. They have established a
Jathike Pola and distinguished them-
selves by discovering a nest of profi-
teers right in the heart of their own
pola. The police had to go and force
them to sell the articles at controll-
ed prices. And even there, someone
saw to it that the pola organizers
tipped off the villains before the
raids commenced.

CBFEOsY Eesfcry Dea.
(8an- Qaper ppar syw&rian)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)
The S. L. F. P.

AL, @d. Dwed dFAdsnwn .
(&lop. Grii. Qpi. L e LIGHTL T BIrilss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

S. L. F. P. Jathika Pola ?

CBE 05T Bewllcry Deon.
(5. Capedpper muGman)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

They had probably come from
Dompe with their carts.

e emE sy @b, ¢ 8
(saor Bl Qarevdler syi. 19- Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Your own rascals did it.

ofed. @d. Dwid AL WérnwD .
(Blw. eris. opi. Lwew v rrpruSS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I can assure the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary that even in Dompe
we have people who profiteer, and
most of them are still your suppor-
ters. Our people do not take very
much to trade. The Government is
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talking of achievements but is unable
to show us anything at all in prac-
tical terms.

Take the language question. I
have only one word to say about
this. The Government in 1965 talked
about formulating regulations under
the Sinhala Only Act as well as
under the Reasonable Use of
Tamil Act in order to do justice to
both sides, in fairness to all com-
munities. When I pointed out that
those regulations were not necessary
and that the S. L. F. P. had no in-
tention ever of formulating regula-
tions under the Sinhala Only Act,
the Hon. Prime Minister took me up
and said, “What nonsense!” Your
statements were capable of that con-
struction. May we ask today where
are the Regulations under the Sin-
hala Only Act ?

We have Regulations under the
Reasonable Use of Tamil Act, which
incidentally are not being imple-
mented. We have the Sinhala Only
Act which is not being implemented
either. The Government, having
placed the laws in the Statue Book,
does nothing. Neither of these laws
is being implemented today. So, the
justice and fairness to all communi-
ties means the preservation of
English! We do not see anything
being done under either statute.

The Hon. Minister of Local
Government distinguished himself by
his actions in liquidating local gov-
ernment institutions The Jaffna
Municipal Council was illegally and
wrongfully dissolved, according to a
judgment of the Privy Council. To a
question put by me, the assurance
was given that elections will be held
very shortly. That was five months
ago.

oAbk oIy @8, ¢ 8D
(soor Bl Qardsfier 0. 3 Foveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

How short is “ very shortly ” ?
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(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

How short is “ very shortly ", asks
the hon. Member for Agalawatta—a
pertinent  question. Other local
bodies are following suit one by one.

Writs will be issued on the Minis-
ter. But to what purpose ? Are we
concerned with fighting battles in
the law courts? On the Ilast
occasion there was a Throne Speech
in this House ; the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter said, “Hah! We shall see. We
shall go to the hustings in the by-
elections and you shall then see the
results.” Well, we have been to the
hustings. For the last year, we have
had seven or eight by-elections. I
think the results speak for them-
selves. Whether the Government has
increased its votes, whetker pecople
believe their fairy tales of self-
sufficiency in 1971, or whether people
believe their stories of perfect non-
alignment, that is left to be seen.

This leads me to the discoveries of
one of our representatives in the
United Nations that the Chinese are
feeding the Muslims in China with
roast pork—or poonac ?—discoveries
that the people of Vietnam are the
aggressors against the Americans. It
took the Hon. Prime Minister a long
time to realize this.

It is stated in the Throne Speech
that he is going to take positive
action to bring about a just solution
to the problems of Vietnam. All I
know is that he formulated a
solution once—it was put in the
papers—at a time when Tunku Abdul
Rahaman was in Ceylon. Tunku
Abdul Rahaman did not think very
much of the Hon. Prime Minister’s
solution. He said, “ You are selling
out to the Communists.” But the
way it was published in the papers
it seems to have automatically got
communicated to the Government of
Marshal Ky who prompotly said, “I
accent Dudley Senanayake’s solution
to the problems of Vietnam.”

I am still waiting to find out
whether the solution of the Prime
Minister was communicated at all
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to Hanoi. I am aware that the Am-
bassador to China, the Hon. Robert

Gunawardena—His Excellency, 1
should say—went to Hanoi, but so
far as I am aware he did not carry
the Prime Minister’s proposals or
communicate them to anyone in
authority in Hanoi, in which case I
should like to raise a question:
why ? If the Hon. Prime Minister is
serious in his protestations in the
Throne Speech that he wants to
bring about a just and equitable
settlement—and he thinks his own
solution is, presumably, just and
equitable—why was it not commu-
nicated to both sides, especially if
it is correct that our Ambassador,
subsequent to that, paid a wvisit to
Hanoi ? These are questions.

We are expected to believe that
this Government is non-aligned, we
are expected to believe that this
Government by its non-alignment is
achieving something positive. All I
can say is that its non-alignment has
left us bankrupt both of western as
well as socialist aid which we might
have got. We are still surviving on
the little bits that the S.L.F.P. Gov-
ernment did in those days. The
nationalized ventures are still work-
ing profitably though it looks as if
the C.T.B. is going to run at a loss
very soon. Most of the public sector
industries are running at a loss and
if this continues I think you will

have to close down finally once and
for all.

oS DO. &B. W

(QEerse erip. 1o, LiGwrL_iT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Mr. Deputy Chairman.—[Interrup-
tion].
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(Gupdseiar o ysQrreart oaisar)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You can start tomorrow.

DS oP»® @ wn. 7.30 Powsy =OuW
e B Bdcw ol mam ¢l
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S O el
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BLagdemsseT Qe B missiue, dangh gs8
eeusal GG,
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hen  PLULOLIOMESLD.

It being 7.30 p.v., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday,
19th July 1967.
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At 7.31 p.m., MR. DEpuTY CHAIRMAN OF
ClonvinvirrTees adjourned the House with-
out Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until
10 aM. on Wednesday, 19th
July 1967, pursuant to the Re-
solution of the House this Day.
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