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Wednesday, 19th July 1967

g o 10 © S 945 Acw ded Ses,
Fenu, @p. U. 10 werlé@s sngug.
The House met at 10 A.M.

e ®
(QFwe Garil)
(The Clerk)

1 have to infcrm this honourable
House that Mr. Deputy Speaker is
unavoidably delayed. I call upon the
Deputy Chairman of Committees to
take the Chair.

eDNED Wdm wwm  Bewddn BEHOBHS
[ &8x ©88, 8.3.5] geumbd .

s, Guésaiear ou 2sBorsert [Cen

m8E uis, . 5. 7] stamwsrafe)r.
Whereupon MR. DEpUuTY CHAIRMAN OF

CommiTTEES [SIR Razik Fareep, O.B.E.],
took the Chair.

BHeOCBYE
Sy ety
ANNOUNCEMENT

e Bowlds HwSHRS
(@apssafler oL oys@rrFeTi el &er)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
The Clerk has received a letter
from the Hon. the Speaker, which I
desire to read to the House:
“ Office of the Speaker,

House of Representatives,
Colombo 1,

19th July, 1967.

The Clerk to the House of
Representatives,
Colombo.

DEAR SIR,

Owing to ill-health I have been medi-
cally advised to go abroad for examina-
tion and treatment. I shall, therefore, be
leaving the Island shortly and the Deputy
Speaker will act for me until my return
to the Island.

Yours Sincerely,
ALBERT F. PERIES,
Speaker. ”

29— B 5184—T93 (67/7)
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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

od 0F. @b, wudBR (S¥s OB
6 N T PO W
Sedw wOwm 8¢ qOdRNewwY
S ECo@m oC W)

(Qseorrer GCey., -
STEIG YDIDFFHLD T HD  IJeNLDE F T GILD
ur gsriicy, Qeoueflsfleusmr Y EDEFF T FILD
LT TT@EnLeT p&  SmiflilSi&LLb)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to

the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence and External Affairs)

I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 2 p.M. on Sunday, 23rd
July 1967.

o0 LI 6T 6T ——@) T I

s D weBYD) DS GE.
@ 616 FwbuiGCuhmE.
Question proposed.

0. 8. ¢ cwmBwm BSIIA® .

(@25 exnd)
(B, orib- 1§, 19 QeriiFr @ feur gear—
N epranrmGsmL_ )

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—
Minuwangoda)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I would
like to suggest that we utilize the
two hours normally set apart for the
lunch interval also for the Debate,
if the Government is agreeable.
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0y ® e dced W8P
a8 od. @8, LwudZam
(Casorres Gop. QYT+ QUG Far)
(The Hon. J. R. Jdayewardene)
We have three main speakers,
namely, the Hon. Minister of Agri-
<ulture and Food who is now on his

feet, the hon. Member for Nallur

{Dr. Naganathan) and the Hon.
Prime Minister.

& ol 882 .
(8. 9. Qerdovr S pParr ser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

And we too have three main
speakers.

aé & @8, Lwkdda»

(Osorray Cgg. gyi- gQuweui Gerr)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

If we utilize the two hours set

apart for the lunch interval, every-
thing can be settled.

¢ owmBm HEVER®» w.
(8. 1y Qerievr & porgar)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
That was my suggestion also.

aé o, w8, LD

(Qaorran Cgg. i gguiauirger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We can get together and discuss
how those extra two hours are to be
allocated. We can put it this way :
the Leader of the Opposition will
speak at 2 p.M. and then the
Hon. Prime Minister. In other
words, both the Prime Minister and
the Leader of the Opposition will
speak after 2 p.m. We will agree
how to divide the time between now
and 2 P.M.

¢ eS8 B82EA .
(8. 19 Qeriovr 5 peui ger)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
We are agreeable to that.

hé@sEeyn HDowlds wenSBH
(@apdasofler oL o&Grrseri gjeirser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
There will be no break.

Bewidn 035 LedDcen

FOHeRMEPHee DD
oG o, @d. Lwudiam
(Qzorres Gep. oyr. spweurgar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Yes, Sir. But what about you ?

MWty Bowlds B
(Gupdsollear o ys@rrears _ojourser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am glad that you are thinking
of the Chair also. I presided over
the Sittings of the House the day
before yesterday for five hours and
yesterday for five and a half hours.

ad o 8. Lwddn
(Qserrey Cog. gy yuieui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Something must be done about
that. Cannot somebody else—

DdéDeen BewTdn wenSHBS
(Gapssafler o1 ys@rraeri syeurser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you. I shall carry on.

gl e 80um» 8y, uwwmuddn Jo,
@ lPastul® apnsbsrereriule g.

Question put, and agreed to.
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GOVERNOR-(GENERAL’S SPEECH :
DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS
[SIXTH DAY]

seoat@m [£€ 15] 88 =»¢ =mA® GE
Snces wReb0w wIWOm EBdn Dowow
Bem ¢l 50 garg gdme— [#6 8]

g% 15 gyib G586 Oanan@aoiue SiGS50
G Seiiest L & eo ahlelm
B5m5
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6 4 Bleveu SSUILIC L
¥ -

(B e (BLo oyrndliugnhaner  SLLE

Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Amendments [15th July] to
Question—[8th July].
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“That this House do present the
following Address to His Excellency the
Governor-General in reply to his Speech :

‘May it please Your Excellency.

We, the Members of the House of
Representatives, thank Your Excellency
for the Speech with which you have been
pleased to open Parliament. We assure
Your Excellency that we shall give our
attention to all matters placed before
us.’ ’—[Mr. Ranatunga.]

e dm @oowlA®, YdMmew god Oy HESO:

YBoo2emm @ mBuley Geriushans @S Fwibul
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Which Amendments were, at the end
of the Question to add :
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“but inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Government has, in the past two
Sessions which cover half ils permis-
sible term of office, pursued policies
that have—

(a) endangered the independence
and indivisibility of Ceylon ;

E08 cwuddsnd B8EA¢ Shgw

(b) undermined the democratic
rights and liberties of the
people ;

(¢) brought about a serious and
deep-going deterioration in the
economy and a sharp decline
in the standard of living of the
people ;

(d) made extensive concessions to
foreign and local vested inte-
rests at the expense of national
interests and the vital needs of
the people;

(e) been characterized by the abuse
of administrative power in
order to pursue vendettas
against political opponents and
to inflict vengeance upon public
employees ; and

(f) failed to give effect and acted
contrary to many of the pro-
mises made during the General
Election of 1965, the subse-
quent Parliamentary by-elec-
tions, and in Your Excellency’s
Address to the first and second
Sessions of Parliament ;

and further, as the Address:

(1) reveals the political, economic and

moral bankruptcy of the Govern-
ment and its complete inability
to formulate a comprehensive or
even coherent policy that can
.ake Ceylon and its people out
of the present morass of political
reaction, administrative paralysis
and economic decline;

(2) shows that the Government, what-

ever may be the cost to the legi-
timate interests of the peasantry
and other sections of the indige=
nous population, especially of the
Kandyan areas, is determined to
enforce the provisions of the
Indo-Ceylon Agreement (Imple-
mentation) Act that has aroused
Suléh misgiving and opposition ;
an

(3) indicates that the Government, des-

pite the widespread opposition
expressed by local authorities,
including those controlled by
constituent political parties of the
Government, and by other politi-
cal parties representing minority
interests such as the All-Ceylon
Tamil Congress, is determined to
establish District Councils in
response to the insistent demand
of the Illankai Thamil Arasu
Kachcheri, which is the only
political party that insists on the
establishment of such councils at
the present time ;
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and, in particular, as the Address:

(i) fails to propose any steps to bring
into effect a new Constitution
that will establish a truly inde-
pendent, sovereign and demo-
cratic Republic in which all
power will be derived from the
people ;

(ii) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to withdraw the
totally unjust State of Emer-
gency that existed for all but ten
days of the past Session and
which is being used for partisan
political purposes ;

(iii) does not even mention the acute
problems of unemployment and
the high prices and scarcities of
essential articles in everyday use,
let alone advance any proposals
to solve these problems ;

(iv) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to restore the
former rice ration or, despite the
boast of a record Maha harvest,
even to provide patients in hos-
pitals with adequate rice meals ;

(v) makes no reference to any inten-
tion by the Government to ease
the burdens on the peasantry,
through the sbolition of irriga-
tion rates, the reduction of the
high acreage taxes levied from
allottees in peasant colonies, th2
stopping of the present exploita-
tion of the peasants by the pri-
vate tractor owners, the reduction
of the rates of interest on loans
from banks and other leading
institutions, and by  other
measures ;

(vi) contains no proposals to ensure that
employees in the public and pri-
vate sectors are compensated for
the decline in their real wages
and salaries as a result of the
increased cost of living;

(vii) while boasting of exporting fish
abroad, makes no reference to
any intention to see that consu-
mers in Ceylon are supplied with
an adequate quantity of fish at
reasonable prices or that the
many hardships of the fishermen
are ameliorated ;

(viii) shows no intention by the Govern-
ment to discontinue its present
policies which have brought
misfortune and ruin to large
numbers of persons engaged in
the production of handloom
textiles and handicrafts ;

(ix) indicates that the indusirial policy
of the Government is, at best, no
more than to continue or expand
projects that originated at the
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time of the previous Government
while in practice impeding the
progress and impairing the effi-
cient working of many existing
industrial ventures ;

(x) shows that the Government in-
tends to continue the hoax that
the alienation of thousands of
acres of State land to private
foreign and local capitalist inte-
rests to grow subsidiary food-
stuffs, the compulsory dragoon-
ing of thousands of school-
children to weed paddy lands,
the creation of a politically-moti-
vated ‘Land Army’, and the
boring reiteration over the Cey-
lon Broadecasting Corporation of
senseless jingles urging listeners
to grow more food, represents an
‘all-out effort’ to achieve self-
sufficiency in food ;

(xi) indicates that the Government in
addition to the restrictions it has
already imposed on opportunities
for higher education, has not
changed its policy of making in-
roads into the scheme of Free
Education ;

(xii) reveals that the Government has
lost interest in the Nindagama
Lands Bill, about which it spoke
so eloquently at the time of the
Balangoda by-election ;

(xiii) does not disclose any intention to
grant political rights to publie
employees ; and

(xiv) does not reveal any intention by
the Government to end the wide-
spread corruption that prevails,
particularly in high places;

this House has no confidence in Your

Excellency’s Government. ”—[Dr. N. M.
Perera].
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“but call on the Government to sus-
pend diplomatic and other relations bet-
ween Ceylon and Israel until such time
as the Government of Israel withdraws
its armed forces from the territories in
the U. A. R., Syria and Jordan which
they occupied by force after 4th June
1967°."—[Dr. N. M. Perera].
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“but regret that, contrary to Your
Government’s profession that it has
‘sought to use every opportunity to pro-
mote a just and lasting solution of the
problem of Vietnam and will continue to
do so’; Your Government has in fact
failed to condemn the aggression of the
United States of America against South
and North Vietnam and to demand the
unconditional withdrawal of U. S. armed
forces from Vietnam, which are essential
for a just and lasting solution of this
problem. ”’—[Dr. N. M. Perera].
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“put inasmuch as,

this Speech, which refers again to
numerous unfulfilled old pledges and
which Your Excellency was required to
read for the third time as well, is full of
repetitions ;

it is now abundantly clear that this
Government is unwilling to liberate the
country from the stranglehold of the
English language which has been the
primary cause of the greatest national
decline, class distinction and national

discord ;

Your Excellency’s present Government,
without mentioning even a word about
the official language question but pur-
porting ostrich-like, perhaps to indicate
fo the people that there is no such pro-
blem and that it has been solved success-
fully and that the Act is being imple-
mented, is doing administrative work in
the English language, having thrown the
Official Language Act into the waste

paper basket ;

the gradual change-over to Sinhala in
administrative work, brought about by
the previous Government, has been aban-
doned and action is taken to re:-introduce
English into Government affairs ;

Your Excellency’s Government while
claiming that national education iS
being imparted in the mother-tongue,
is not taking any steps to employ the
mother-tongue in the sphere of higher
education but is forsaking rural children

and poor, helpless urban children by
continuing the English medium In
medical, law, engineering and other

professional studies in the universities ;
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in spite of there being an Act called the
Language of the Courts Act, No. 3 of
1961, never was a single case heard or a
single judgment written in the official
language in any Magistrate’s Court, in
any Court of Requests, in any District
Court, in any Assize Court, in any Sup-
reme Court, in any Court of Criminal
Appeal, in Ceylon, but instead all judi-
cial work is conducted in an alien lan-
guage, not understood by the masses;

while the existing system of justice,
the legal profession and many of its re-
lated convention are totally alien to the
historical and cultural environment of
this country, Your Excellency’s present
Government, because of its attachment
and abject servility to the English mode
of life, as prevailing in England, is
attempting to shroud Mother Lanka with
the pig-tailed wig and other English legal
conventions, in its reluctance to effect
any change in this state of affairs;

even in the Labour Tribunals set up,
under the Industrial Disputes Act, for the
convenience of ordinary employees, the
proceedings, maintenance of records and
writing judgments are done not in the
Sinhala ~language, understood by the
workers of this country, but in the
mother-tongue of Her Majesty the Queen
of England ;

in the newly established corporations
t0o, even internal administration is not
conducted in the official language, but in
English, which is regarded by the Hon-
ourable Ministers of Your Excellency’s
Government as their mother-iongue ;

instead of framing ourselves in our
own language our Own Constitution
which should be the foundation of the
economic, cultural, and spiritual free-
doms of the people born in this country,
and which should be the purest symbol
of national pride and sovereignty, pre-
parations are being made to cut the cor-
ners, snip the edges, piece together and
thereby patch up the Soulbury Constitu-
tion which is an English crown of thorns
hastily and secretly put together and
placed on our heads by the white sahibs
who handed over this country to the
black sahibs ;

the various forms of corruption, moral
degeneration, political vindictiveness,
nepotism, injustice, inequity and irratio-
nality which have spread throughout the
length and breadth wof the land and in
every noock and corner of society since
Your Excellency’s Government came into
power have paved the way for the
perversion and distortion of moral
precepts and practices, the philosophy ©of
life, the aesthetic sensibility, and the
moral virtues of our future generations ;
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regret in regard to the alarmiag,
arrogant and destructive aspect of Your
Excellency’s Government. ”—[Dr. N. M.
Pereral].
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Question again proposed, “ That those
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(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Feod)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, yesterday I
listened to the contribution made to
this Debate on the Throne Speech by
the hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F.
R. Dias Bandaranaike). In his speech
he covered certain aspects of the
Throne Speech ir. relation to the acti-
vities of the Government particularly
in regard to production. The policy
that this Government is following
with regard to the development of
the economy of the country has been
made very clear. At the same time
its policies in the cultural, social and
educational fields have also been
enunciated.

The main concern of this Govern-
ment or of any other Government in
this country is to get the pace of the
economy moving. We have to achieve
a certain rate of growth in the eco-
nomy so as to outstrip the increase in
population and also provide channels
of employment for those who come
into the work-force. Broadly speak-
ing, that would be the attitude of the
Government.

When we look at the state of the
economy we see that for a number
of years it had come to a position of
stagnation ; but when we compare it
with the increase in population, we
find not only that it is not moving at
all, but that it is declining.
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I remember, when the Hon. Min-
ister of Finance made his Budget
Speech last year he placed certain
well-defined propositions before the
House. He gave the objectives of the
Government with regard to its plans
for developing the economy of the
country. It was placed before the
House in the form of a booklet en-
titled “ The Development Programme
1966-67. ” At page 6 it says :

oA The attainment of an adequate
growth rate must, therefore, be the pri-

mary objective of economic policy in the
present context.

The rate of growth which Ceylon should
strive to attain in the future needs to be
determined realistically. "——

So, it has to be realistically con-
sidered. The background from which
it would spring and various other
factors have to be considered with a
view to making it move forward

“The United Nations has adopted the
goal of a 5 per cent growth rate as
the minimum which each developing
country should attain by 1970.”

Ceylon’s rate of growth is one of
the lowest among the developing
countries. Even the problems of these
developing countries are immense,
The United Nations, after consider-
ing all the factors, have thought that
developing countries should attain a
growth rate of 5 per cent.

So far as Ceylon is concerned the
realization of a growth rate of 5 per
cent is insufficient ; even that will be
very difficult to achieve. There are
many factors that we have to contend
with. The terms of trade is certainly
one of the biggest factors. Then
comes the question of trained per-
sonnel available for the execution of
policies. By ‘terms of trade’ I mean
our capacity to earn foreign ex-
change. Then we have to consider
the resources that are within the
means of the country. They are
machinery, vehicles, equipment and
so on. On an assessment it was found
that without sufficient assistance
from abroad, whatever form such as-
sistance may take, it is difficult to get
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the economy moving, and the first
phase of the activity of the Govern-
ment was to see that sufficient re-
sources were being built up to keep
the economy moving within its capa-
city. If the Gecvernment was to
achieve that in the first phase of the
operation it had at the same time to
formulate projects and policies to
take the country another step for-
ward. I think we have managed, not
quite satisfactorily but at least to
some extent, to get the economy
moving. Certain schemes and pro-
jects have been worked out in the
agricultural, industrial and other
spheres which would take us on to the
second phase and in our attempt to
achieve what would be a satisfactory
and at the same time a realistic rate
of growth in the economy. Accord-
ing to the Development Programme
1966-67, “an average annual rate of
overall growth of 5.2 per cent. has
been postulated which would accele-
rate to 5.7 per cent. at the beginning
of the next planning period.”

So, over these five years the at-
tempt of this Government would be
to keep the economy moving at such
a pace as to achieve a 5.2 per cent.

growth and to push it along if pos-
sible to reach a 5.7 per cent. growth,
and the economy at that point should
be in a position to move forward
faster. In that context various sec-
tors are allocated various functions
and development plans.

In the case of agriculture a rate of
growth of about 6 per cent. appears
feasible. This is how it is stated in
the Development Programme. “....
a rate of growth in the domestic agri-
cultural sector of about 6 per cent.
annually appears feasible. This
would be, perhaps, the key element
of relevance to the objective of at-
taining an adequate rate of overall
growth in the economy over the five-
year period.” That is the objective
of the plans.

I would also like to read this from
the Development Programme as back-
ground information for hon. Mem-
bers.
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“The overall rate of economic growth
that results from these sectoral projec-
tions is an annual average compound rate
of 5.2 per cent. It has to be borne in
mind that fluctuations about this trend
of output can occur from year 10 year,
depending on external faciors such as the
vagaries of the weather etc. This average
reauires a gradual acceleration of the
annual growth rate during the plan period
so that at the end of the ierminal year
the economy can be expected to be grow-
ing at 5.7 per cent; and with population
growing at 2.4 per cent income per head
rises by 2.8 per cent annually.”

That is the general background.

It cannot be said that these acti-
vities are haphazard, without any re-
levance to objectives, and the direc-
tion and the pace at which we should
move.

In this context, as has been stated,
agriculture plays an important part.
The concept of the agricultural plan
or approach is as far as possible to
maximize our foreign exchange earn-
ings on our traditional crops. Here,
although efforts have been made to
assist in the maximization of the
volume of production, I must say that
due to the prices of our commodities
dropping in the world market we
have not got foreign exchange earn-
ings commensurate with our efforts
and the volume of production.

I think I will be correct in saying
that from 1965 there has been a
tremendous drop in the foreign
exchange earned particularly on
tea, amounting to some Rs. 130 to
Rs. 140 million. Although the
Government has taken all sorts of
action to arrest this drop we have
still not been successful. It is a
question involving all tea-consuming
world markets. I mention this as a
factor that impedes the rapid growth
of the economy, however much we
may plan. Nevertheless, we are
trying to open up other lines where-
by we will be able to earn some
more foreign exchange.

The Ministry of Agriculture has
also begun a drive to grow in this
country substitutes for those items
of food which we normally import.
On the import of certain varieties
of food we have been expending
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nearly Rs. 800 million in foreign

exchange annually. Out of this
amount about Rs. 500 to Rs. 550
million is expended on items

which could be produced in Ceylon.
That is the task to which this
Government has addressed itself
resolutely and in that process we

have been able to make some im-
pression on the peasantry and
various other sectors that have

entered this tremendous drive which
the Government has undertaken, on
the need to produce these foodstuffs
locally. When I say food, it includes
subsidiary foodstuffs, milk, eggs,
vegetables and so on. The food
drive is chiefly aimed at growing
locally those foodstuffs which we
Import, and we place particular
emphasis on rice. We place a simi-
lar emphasis on chillies, onions and
milk because those items are being
imported.

Why do we place such importance
on rice ? Because that is our basic
and staple food, and for years and
years, maybe a hundred years, we
have been importing rice from
foreign countries. Our production
of rice has been very little, indeed X
over the past 10 to 12 years, how-
ever, we have picked up a little. I
agree with the hon. Member for
Dompe that our rice production has
gone up from about 37 million
bushels to about 50 million bushels
in the last 7 to 8 years. But that
possibly satisfies half our needs,
and while we have still to keep on

importing we must accelerate as
fast as we can the production of
rice.

I wish to clear this point before
I proceed any further on the
question of rice. The Government
was compelled to halve the ration at
the end of last year. A debate took
place after that, and it has been
discussed both inside and outside
this House. The hon. Member for
Domve made the point that rice is
available but that you will have to
pay £5 or £ 6 more for a ton. I
think this same point was made
both at the time of the debate that
took vplace when the rice ration was
halved and also in the course of
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this Debate. I find that the same
point of view is being stressed now!

and then at public meetings which

take place outside. So I thought
that I should first of all disabuse the
minds of the hon. Members if they
have any such illusions as to the
availability of rice, whatever the
price that you have to pay for it.
That is simply not so. :

During the course of the Debate

last year I was able to quote
statistics from various sources,
particularly from the F.A.O. Report
of the Study Group on Rice. I
thought that the matter was con-
clusive.
tion ?
tion. The F.A.O. Study Group on
Rice frequently meets and all the

866 .

What is the latest posi-
I shall state the latest posi-

producing countries foregather and

examine the overall production

position in the producer countries.

One of our officers also participated
in one of these group meetings
when it was held in Rome. I shall
now quote from the Report of the
F.A.O. Study Group on Rice dated
30th May 1967. At page 1 it says :

“ (a) Summary

1. The rice situation in 1967 remains
critical, and has probably worsened for
the long/medium varieties gruwn in
Southeast Asia. ” :

These are the varieties that we con-
sume. Then it goes on to say :

“Production in 1966-67 is only margi-
nally higher than the low level of the
previous year. It has failed to keep pace
with the rise in population, so that the
world per caput availability of rice has
declined further and is the lowest re-
corded in the last twelve years. The
decline is most marked in developing
countries, where the gap between supply
and demand has wvidened considerably.
Rice carryover s'ocks have also reached
extremely low levels, which has added to
the instability in the international
market,

It goes on like that. I do not want to
quote the whole thing. Then at page
2, paragraph 3 of the same report, it
says :

“Import demand for rice in 1987 re-
mains very strono. The requirements of
Viet-Nam—an impor‘ant exporter till
1964—continue to increase, Mareover,
imnart needs of traditional imvorters
(except Japan) are as large as or even
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larger than in 196€6. In relation to this
situation, export availability from current
production and carryover stocks though
perhaps slightly grcater than in 1966, is
far from adequate. Against the signi-
ficant increases in supplies from Thailand,
United States, Madagascar and Guyana
has to be considerecd the impact of a con-
siderable decline in production in Burma,
as well as lower crops in Cambodia,
U. A. R. and Brazil.”

Then at page 3, paragraph 3 says:

“ The world rice shortage has raised not
only international market prices but also
consumer prices in several <zountries.
Rising consumer prices were evi.ent in
several importing ccuntries even in 1965,
but this trend has since then been accen-
tuated and also trancmitted to several ex-
porting countries such &s Burma,
Republic of Korea, Thailand and United
Arab Republic.”

Countries that are producing rice and
were and are in a position to export
are themselves feeling the rise in
consumer prices.

‘Then paragraph 7 states on “Out-
look " :

“The immediate cutlook is for prices
to rule high and even rise further
especially for certain South-east Asian
varieties which are under relatively
greater pressure. <

That is the type of rice we import.
I am not going to read any further.
This report is available here. That is

the outlook for rice.

e cmBm BSTIR O«
(8. 19 Qerdovr & Bouir g )
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

‘What is that report ?

aé D8. &. AgH &N

(QzarTey 6TiD- 1O LIGRTL_IT )

(The Hon. M. D Banda)

FAO Study Group publication. The
hon. Member is entitled to have it.

That is the outlook for rice. I think
it will be wrong on the part of hon.
Members of this House or anybody
+n minimize this position because in
the attempt to minimize the position
for whatever the reasons and to build
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up a picture showing that there are
enough rice stocks only if you have
the exchange and the money and if
you are prepared to pay high prices,
we will simply be weakening the will
to produce in this country. Quite
apart from other factors that impede
a smooth flow of transport, like the
war that took place in the Suez
region, anything can happen any-
where and we, this country, that de-
pends a great deal on food imports as
well as on exports for our sustenance
will feel the blow more than anybody
else, and that pretty quickly. So that
is the international outlook for rice.
Therefore it behoves us to produce,
at the fastest rate possible, the paddy
that we need in this country. That is
why the Government has embarked
on this production drive in respect of
paddy and other foodstuffs. The
Government lays emphasis on this as
a matter of policy, as a matter of
principal concern, to which its re-
sources are devoted, and we have
mentioned this fact in the Throne
Speech.

We have not attempted to minimize
the gravity of the situation. We want
the country to understand it. We want
hon. Members of this House, if they
have any illusions as to the possibility
of having a rice surplus for pur-
chasing at whatever the price, to re-
move such illusions and co-operate in
this national effort which is absolutely
necessary not only to build up the
economy of this country but also to
see that a minimum standard of life
and food is maintained in this coun-
try. The resources are such that
with the farmers’ enthusiasm we have
evoked we mean to keep it as high
as possible. I mean to increase the
pace and, if it is not possible to arrive
at self-sufficiency, at least reach near
self-sufficiency within the next two
or three years.

The agricultural development pro-
posals by 1970-71 hope to raise rice
production from the point to which it
has risen—the highest point, 50.3
million bushels a year—to 70 million
bushels a year. It is a tremendous
task. It is not simple and it means
an additional 20 million bushels of
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paddy within the period 1966-71—an
increase of 40 per cent. over the pre-
sent production. I found that also in
a comparative study of a FAO docu-
ment dated 20th January 1967—
“Means of Expanding Trade in Rice”
and so on. There is a table which gives
a comparative study of the plans of
various countries with regard to rice
production over a planned period. It
is at page 10. Hon. Members can look
at it if they wish. Figures have been
worked out according to the plans of
various countries, and the average
annual rate of increase is shown in
respect of the following countries :
Afghanistan, Burma, Cambodia,
Ceylon, China, Taiwan, Indonesia,
Iran, India, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan,
the Philippines, Vietnam and Japan.
These are the countries which are
mentioned in the booklet. We hope
to achieve these targets towards
which we are striving. The average
annual rate of increase is about 8 per
cent. according to our formulation for
Ceylon, and that is about the highest
in respect of all these countries which
I just mentioned. It does not mean
that our production will be more or
has been more than that of Japan or
Taiwan, or any other place where the
growth rate is high ; it simply means
that pushing up the growth rate be-
yond what they have reached is more
difficult for them than for us. The
average increase of 8 per cent. for
Ceylon is about the highest that is
given in this table. I hope we can
reach this target. That is our target,
and that is our aim.

I would like to mention another
fact in support of my argument, and
that is not in respect of the growth
rate but in respect of this illusion
which the Opposition is trying to
create, namely, that there is so much
rice available in the various rice pro-
ducing countries such as Burma and
Thailand from which we Import our
requirements of rice that there is no
truth in what we say about the short.
age of rice.

I have stated our case from this
document and I have presented the
House with figures. This matter has
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been argued earlier too. Before I dis-
pose of this question I wish to refer
to the statement made by the hon.
Member for Divulapitiya. What did’
he say in his speech ? Of course, the’
hon. Member said all sorts of things’
and he tried to base his arguments
on various facts. He tried to make
out that the World Bank or some
similar organization is involved in the
production plans of certain countries
or that the United States of America
is behind it, or something like that,
and that it has brcught down the
production of rice in those countries.
I am not accepting it. I am not
arguing about that at all. He says
this at column 139 of HaNSARD of the
15th July : ,

A mBCET w6 @ B80S0 ©Cdm 89
285y snsleed & goE BRewmd, szaczﬁ'cn'l
208, wmewnm ZBwd ™mE EBCLD ©e0ded.
c® S0 q1e@8my) ACEL®DED 2T ® W' d
Ba 60w, qe@8md cOime emed ? e8|
D Qg €A gEhig ccmmd gmemm e
91 gRAE ¢B Buedh o ®m ced . &
geGdc Bmd odewm dgo g&ded BOSD
8095 m & B Sw. GLe@EmEd ACHS
BB, ¥ Jee.”

That is not quite correct with
regard to Thailand. Thailand still
has a surplus and is one of the coun-
tries which is picking up on produe-
tion. It is true that Thailand is also
experiencing difficulties in regard to
consumer price and so on, and she
does not have that surplus which she
should have if she is to export to
other countries, particularly because
of her heavy expvorts of rice to
Vietnam and certain other countries.

e emie ge BG®er eme O BewsS
e® ? g¢ AhOw FMee SedEw AGED 8
D@ BewmBe Bednt, B.e8.&. Boam
88w & ded wdnd enSx’ ©50® DDy
CA® ex @O 84T & ddm wemEn
O ® @B wé Bdmems ¢f B8O &/
BEecden’ com cantd Becamd, ccimed B
MG Yhomww Bdment emecd Solrn@ewm
oo 88wmdery 92 25T snsYeed = ey 99,
Swdrn®wds’ V0w Wbeed @B Sem.”

I do not know how he got that
information. Then he goes on to
Indonesia and says the same thing,
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The hon. Member has mentioned
here Burma, Thailand, Vietnam,
Indonesia and so on—countries which
were surplus countries. Whatever the
arguments that he adduced as to the
reasons for the shortfall in produc-
tion in those countries the fact
remains that production has fallen
short of what it was. Excepting
Thailand—that is my information
from these figures—all the other
countries have come down in produc-
tion. So there is no excess rice in the
world market. And I say this: it is
not that these Members do not know
what has happened. That is the
charge I make—if I may make a
1 charge at all. The hon. Members are
well informed and that is evident
from their speeches. I do not wish to
deal with that argument any further,
but the present position in regard to
production of rice in surplus coun-
tries makes it important for the
Government to stress on the produc-
tion of rice in this country.

Various statements were made by
certain hon. Members who quoted
various statistics. It should not take
very long to dispose of that, but I
would like the House to be apprised
of the actual position. I said that the
last Maha yield was the highest
recorded for a Maha season. I have
got the statistics with me and any
Member is welcome to have a look at
them. In 1960-61 the total production
was 43.2 million bushels while the
yield was 36.5 bushels per acre. In
1961-62 the total pruduction, both in
Yala and Maha, was 48.1 million
bushels while the yield went up to
38.%2 bushels per acre in Maha and
37.6 bushels per acre in Yala. In
1962-63 the production increased to
49.2 million bushels, with a yield of
51.8 bushels per acre which is a fairly
high yield. In 1963-64 production
reached the figure of 50.5 million
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bushels—the highest we have reached
for any year. The production in Maha
was 32.1 million bushels with a yield
per acre of 38.6 bushels, and the pro-
duction in Yala was 18.4 million
bushels, making a total of 50.5 million
bushels for the whole year.

The point the hon. Member for
Dompe made yesterday was that
with all the efforts of this Govern-
ment over the last two years produc-
tion has not reached that level, that
is, 50.5 million bushels. That is true
and I admit that.—[Interruption].
But the very next year, 1964-65—that
was their year—production came
down to 36.2 million bushels. That
was the year when there was a
drought all over the country. I
remember this because towards the
end of 1965 when cultivation was
taking place for the 1965-66 Maha,
many co-operative societies asked for
credit, and also asked for further time
to pay the loans they had taken. Then
in 1965-66 there has been a pick up.
The production in Maha was 30.7
million bushels. The highest recorded
was in 1963-64 when production in
Maha was 32.1 million bushels. Now,
there is a pick up of 30.7 million
bushels in 1965-66 and a Yala pro-
duction of 15 million bushels giving
a total of 45.7 million bushels. But
it is still below the figure of 50
million.

Then, Sir, we come to the current
year, the Maha production of 1966-67,
which we are just now gathering and
is still coming in. These are the
figures given to us by the Statistics
Department. These figures as they
are presented to us are called provi-
sional figures. They revise these
figures twice and every time they do
that further statistics are brought
up. So, according to the figures avail-
able today to us the Maha production
has been 34.4 million bushels and we
have reached according to these
figures for the first time 2 national
average of 40.34 million bushels. The
highest national average reached so
far yield-wise was 38.6 in 1963-64.
Here we have reached a total Maha
production of 32.1 million bushels,
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which was about the highest up to
that time. In the last Maha, we have
come up to 34.4 million bushels and a
total yield of 40.34 which is the
national average.

Our programme is to go up tc 53
million bushels. This year from 50.5
we have estimated to go up to 53
million bushels. It would mean that
we would have to catch up—this is
only the Maha season—with the Yala
season and if it is a successful season
and if all the efforts we have taken
are productive, then we should be
able to reach that figure. You will
observe that the rainfall has been
good in certain areas—certainly in
what you call the wet zone areas—
good for cultivation purposes
although here and there there had
been floods. When you get to the dry
zone areas the rainfall has not been
so good ; in certain areas it is not
good at all.

Our surplus areas are generally the
dry zone areas. Even in the dry zone
areas, although production may not
come up to our fullest expectations
we may be able to reap a harvest
which may not be as high as was
expected, but certainly not depressing
either. We have a fairly good chance
of achieving the target of 53 million
bushels. I am not making any asser-
tions but we are making every effort
to reach that target.

For 1968-69 the planning has
taken place and in that process we
-have made the fullest use of the
cultivation committees and the co-
operative societies at the wvillage
level. These plans are consolidated
and brought to the district level. Our
Ministry officials and the depart-
mental unit are now in discussion
with the various districts—there are
22 districts—and although by the 10th
of August discussions would be over,
we are trying to match the local plans
with the indicative plan that we have
given from an overall production
point of view. There our target is 57
million normally, or roughly between
57 and 58 million bushels.

1967 %E 19
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For the year 1967-68 there is a plan
and work is being done towards
achieving our objective. We have
found that there are more and more
farmers both as a result of the price
factor of paddy—the paddy price has
gone up and it is also a very attractive
factor—and of the efforts that the
Government is making through va-
rious institutions and organizations at
the district level, divisional level and
village level, particularly through
the co-operatives and the cultivation
committees. The response is good.
Farmers are taking a lively interest.
However, I do not mean to say that
there are no weaknesses in this
scheme.

This is the first time that any
attempt has been made to allow the
farmer to participate in any sort of
planning. This has resulted in his
taking an interest. I think his interest
will grow, and we shall remedy the
defects eventually. Many defects
that are not evident now will come
to light and we shall take all steps
necessary to remove such defects. The
farmers will be assisted and allowed
to play their part in production as
well as in the formulation of their
own plans.

This is a difficult and involved
matter. Some cultivation committees
are alert and active while others are
not. Efforts are being made by the
Government Agents to get the culti-
vation committees to take an active
part in these programmes. Anyhow,
right round the country interest has
grown. I am satisfied that positive
and definite steps have been taken to
interest the farmers and cultivators
in the scheme of production. Of
course, there will be weaknesses here
and there.

We are also taking action to see
that farmers are given fertilizer in
time. We have taken steps to in-
crease fertilizer storage capacity at
district level. We have found ‘that
one of the defects has been the reluc-
tance of some of the cultivators and
farmers to apply fertilizer. We have
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to make a break-through in the appli-
cation of fertilizer, which is the solu-
tion to higher production.

 The non-availability of fertilizer in

fime was another defect. So, we have
moved fertilizer stocks to the dis-
tricts. The Fertilizer Corporation, a
Government concern, has been set up,
and this corporation is now the im-
porter of all fertilizer for the subsi-
dized section in respect of coconut
and paddy. The corporation has been
entrusted with the task of maintain-
ing stores at district level. These
stores will have a capacity of 45,000
to 50,000 tons. We have now stores of
16,000 to 20,000 tons capacity. In the
next year and a half we shall cons-
truct stores of 45,000 tons capacity at
district level.

At the same time, we have started
a scheme +to assist village -co-
operative societies and cultivation
committees to build their own stores.
The district stores will have a capa-
city of 1,000 to 2,000 tons, while the
small societies at village level will
have stores of 50 tons capacity. A
large number of stores have been
opened. I find that about 150 such
stores were constructed last year.

Wherever co-operative societies
found it not possible to establish their
own fertilizer stores, the Govern-
ment has given a long-term loan of
Rs. 5,600 to each society to put up
stores. In the same way that we have
authorized distributors of rice—that
is, the system of private sector parti-
cipation which has bheen in existence
for a long time—we have asked the
Government Agents to select reli-
able distributors in their areas
through whom fertilizer can be made
available to the villager, but no co-
operative society or cultivation com-
mittee is capable of undertaking that
job.

So, in those areas we have created
further distribution points at various
levels. Attempts have been made to
see that the farmers get their
fertilizer through these authorized
| distributors.

Becod By QxI5) @edCw

876
BB cuddsnd B8 S&cw

We have liberalized credit to a
certain extent and made it available
more readily to the farmer. A scheme
is to be operated from September this
year, for the Maha season to begin
with, when the People’s Bank and the
Bank of Ceylon will handle the grant
of agricultural credit through their
own branch organizations. I felt that
that would reduce the delay in cul-
tivators getting loans.

Earlier, as was mentioned by the
hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F. R.
Dias Bandaranaike) there was the
agricultural credit scheme operated
by the Commissioner of Agrarian
Services. During his time the con-
cept of agricultural credit was en-
larged. Credit was made available
for various cultivation purposes. Cre-
dit was allowed at the rate of Rs. 220
per acre up to a maximum of six
acres. They had to pay this sum
back in instalments. A very nominal
instalment was fixed. Experience
showed that their mode of repay-
ment was not good, but it was not
bad either.

There was also a big credit expan-
sion because a large sum of money
was made available and cultivators
made use of the credit scheme. How-
ever, we found that the rate of repay-
ment was not satisfactory and the
desire on the part of the cultivators
for repayment was lacking, so that
over the years there was about 21
or 22 per cent. overdue. We found
that owing to non-payment of
loans the number that was entitled
to get loans was also dwindling. If
they do not pay the loan back, then
naturally the numbers entitled to get
loans becomes smaller and smaller.
Out of a total number of 250,000 cul-
tivators who were making use of this
credit scheme, unfortunately, the
number has dwindled to 70,000 to
80,000.

Even in regard to recoveries I was
very strict. As a result, in the two
years that have just elapsed we have
made good recoveries. It is not that
some of the farmers are unable to
pay, but just that we did not tighten
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concept is carried through, then we
will be able to make credit available
for more cultivators instead of
losing a large number of cultivators
who are unable to pay back the
loans they have taken for some
reason or other. If they do not pay
back, then credit cannot be made
available. It is all the more neces-
sary to have a set of credit-worthy
farmers because of the emphasis we
have given to the production of
rice.

A committee was appointed last
year ; it went into the question and
made certain recommendations. The
Government has accepted those
recommendations. According to the
recommendations, a scheme which
will be mooted from September will
be handled by the People’s Bank,
that is really the Co-operative Bank,
and the Bank of Ceylon which has
also expressed a desire to come in
by virtue of being a Government
institution.

As I said, one object would be to
cut short the delays. How do we
achieve it? Earlier, the credit
scheme was handled by the Commis-
sioner of Agrarian Services. All
applications from cultivators went
to the Department of Agrarian
Services. Processing of these appli-
cations took a long time. Questions
had to be asked, wrong entries recti-
fied, and as such there was a
certain measure of delay. There-
fore some societies got their loans in
time while others did not.

MmODw BowiEs wemuBDO
(GBuwsseflar o1 o&&rreeri 96Ul &ar)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
I am sorry to interrupt the
Hon. Minister but his time is run-

ning out. He will have to finish by
11 o’clock.

a& . &. AW
(G@6rray erid. (0. LigwTL T )

(The Hon. M. D Banda)

I was told that I would be given
14 hours.

(Gwssollar o1 oys@rreeri oeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Commititees)
There are other speakers.

¢ oG 8828Ry @i

(8w, 9. Qerdevr & e ser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Let us stick to the agreement.

ad 20. 8. A

(Qaerras erib. te. Liewrt i)

(The Hon. M. D Banda)

I have to speak on many matters.

¢ cwmBm BOVERH .

(8. 9. Qsrievr 8o sear)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

You can refer to those things
during the Budget Debate.

A& V. 8. AT »
(G@orrey erib. 1o. LieRTL_IT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I will take at least another 15 to
20 minutes.

MmOy BewlLn wensBn
(Gwssallar o1 Y& & T e el s6ir)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Commi.tees)
It is very interesting no doubt to
listen to the Hon. Minister but I
hope he will finish soon and help us.

o 28. 8. ET
(Q@erres erib, 1o. LiGwrL_ir)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

In the Budget Debate I shall have
to deal with matters raised by
hon. Members in that Debate.

All production targets have not
been reached but we have done well
in respect of many matters. I do
not want to take up time by reading
the figures. We have done quite
well in chillies. We have done quite
well in potatoes and onions. In milk
and milk products the Milk Board’s
achievements are good. Milk avail-
ability has increased from 40.000
pints to 60,000. Some of the
condenser plants will go into produc-
tion at the end of the year. In
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January or February next year we
hope to go into commercial produc-
tion. We have done fairly well on
those lines.

We have fallen short of certain
targets but I have no time to go into
that question since the time avail-
able is short.

I wish to mention three or four
basic matters before I conclude.

I have with me some statistics to
reply to the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne) who
in the course of his speech read from
the customs returns in support of his
statement that money had been
spent on the importation of various
types of goods including eggs and
vegetables. It is nothing of the
kind. The general title, the legend,
is there in the customs returns, but
no eggs have been imported and no
vegetables have been imported.
The word “vegetables” there is
misleading. For example, dhal comes
| into the category of wvegetables. 1
have got the details with me. This
can be clarified in the course of the
Budget Debate.

Before I conclude I wish to
comment on some of the amend-
ments.

Amendment No. I (iii) states,

“does not even mention the acute
problems of unemployment and the high
prices and scarcities of essent al articles
in everyday use, lel alone advance any
proposals to solve these problems.”

Amendment No. I (iv) states:

“does no: disclose any intention by the
Government to restore the former rice
ration or, despite thie boast of a record
Maha harvest, evenn to provide patients
in hospitals with adequate rice meals.”

The fact that production is high is
shown by the fact that off-ration the
price is being maintained at 95 cents,
Re. 1, Rs. 1.05 and in that neighbour-
hood. As we go on to the next
season and those following we will
find the price stabilizing at a certain
* point. The consumer price of rice
in many other countries is much
higher.

536 0e] &y 0I5 VeHACw

880
SB cuddsnd EGAe hcw
They say again :

“....makes no reference to any in-
tention by the Government to ease the
burdens on the peasantry, through the
abolition of irrigaiion rates, the reduction
of the high acreage taxes levied from
allottees in peasant colonies, the stopping
of the present exploitation of the pea-
sants by the privale tractor owners, the
reduction of the rates of interest on loans
from banks and other lending institutions,
and by other measures ;”

In connection with that I would
like to refer hon. Members to the
Short-Term Implementation Pro-
gramme of the S.L.F.P. Government.
I do not know whether the other
Coalition parties would subscribe to
it. I would like to read from it for
it is Government policy for them. I
will not try to build up an argu-
ment on it; I will rush through it.

At page 132 it states:

“ INCREASING THE FINANCIAL RETURN TO
GOVERNMENT FROM IRRIGATION SCHEMES

It has not been the practice in the past
to recover from the beneficiaries any part
of the capital cost of an irrigation scheme.
In principle, the intention was only to
recover the cost of maintenance by charg-
ing a maintenance rate. Due to the in-
creasing cost of irrigation, however, it is
now found that the irrigation rate of
Rs. 5 charged under new major irrigation
schemes represents less than one-third
the actual cost of maintenance of these
schemes. In many cases, even these
meagre rates have not been recovered. It
may be mentioned in this connection, that
in India, where the average cost of cons-
truction of major irrigation works is
found to be very much lower than Ceylon,
irrigation rates charged for paddy culti-
vation are, on an average, two or three
times higher than it Ceylon, although the
amount of water consumed per acre is
much less. It is also relevant to mention
that in regard to other more remunerative
crops, an irrigation rate of ten to twenty
times that charged in Ceylon is levied in
certain states of India, the minimum rate
representing a 2 to 4 per cent relurn on
capital, in additioi: to maintenance and
administration costs. With a view to ob-
taining some financial return, and with a
view to inducing economy in the use of
water by cultivators, Government has
decided to charge an economic irrigation
rate under all irrigation schemes.”

What is the meaning of this? Is
it not utter hypocricy on the part of
the Opposition in this House to
move an amendment saying that we
must abolish the irrigation rates ? I
have not heard of a thing like this!
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Can a country, whether socialist or
communist, run on this type of
concept ? This is what they them-
selves said: =%

“ Government has decided to charge an
economic irrigation rate under all irriga-
tion schemes.”

And now they are charging our
Government with not indicating in
the Throne Speech the abolition of
the irrigation rates. Is this the way
the Opposition wants to win the
confidence of the people and to run
the country ?

Mrs. Bandaranaike herself has
sighed the Foreword, I say, quite
correctly. I agree with some of the
things said there. She says:

“But we shall have to traverse a hard
terrain first. We must be prepared to
place ourselves, if need be, on a war foot-
ing and accept resolutely the austerities
and hard work which that effort de-
mands. ”

Any Government will have to say
that. That is the correct approach.
Who were the people in that Plan-
ning Committee ? The Prime
Minister, the Minister of Finance,
the Hon. C. P. de Silva, Hon. Maithri-
pala Senanayeke, Hon. P. B. G.
Kalugalla, Hon. M. P. de Z. Siriwar-
dena. They probably did not know
what they were signing or what
their policy was.

@i cxm@3sT @mE. ¢ 8D
(ser 5 Qarovdfler oy 19 Haeur)
(Dr. Colvin R. d= Silva)

The Hon. C. P. de Silva has signed
it.

oG 20, 8. A
(Glserra erib. te. Liewrim)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Yes. He is also one of them. What
I am saying is, here is a policy
enunciated in 1962. I do not know
what your policy is. I thought you
are with the S. L. F. P. now. But here
you are bringing an amendment
asking for the abolition of irrigation
rates.—[Interruption]. Now I am
talking about those people who have
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subscribed to this, and I say that this
was the intention of the Government
of the day.

Geh cmmd3s3 @, ¢ BED
(sorp G Qsrovdler oyr. 19 Aeveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I love to see you quivering with
indignation.

oG O0. 8. DsH
(Q@erra erib. o, LIGHTL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

What I am saying is that this is
utter hypocrisy. They have accepted
the Land Commission Report. I am
telling you what is there. The pre-
sent Minister may accept it—I do not
know. Now at page 137 of the Short-
term Implementation Programme,
1962, this is what is stated :

(13

...... Government has accepted this
recommendation in principle, and will
consider shortly the percentage of the cost
to be recovered and the other essential
conditions to be attached to the grant of
outright ownership. ”

This the last Government accepted.
Then it says at page 138 :

“ At present, these colonization allot-
ments represent a growing financial
burden on government which it ean ill-

afford at this stage of our economic deve-
lopment. ”

That is the concept you all are
having, and to some extent that is
correct. And you want what you
paid also to be waived ; irrigation
rates to be abolished ; annual pay-
ments to be abolished. What is the
meaning of this ? Can you do this ?
This is very interesting. This is
what their amendment states at (x) :

“ Shows that the Government intends to
continue the hoax that the alienation of
thousands of acres of state land to private
foreign and local ccpitalist interests to
grow subsidiary foodstuffs, the compul-
sory dragooning of thousands of school-
children....”

That is land given to the private
sector for the cultivation of foodstuffs
and things like that. They condemn
it here. We had to harness all the
sectors in this food production drive.
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I was not concerned very much with
the value of that production as such.
That is not exactly what we have in
mind. For example, when we want
to buy anything from some other
country, we are not bothered as to
whether that country is red or some
other colour ; we do not look into its
political complexion or find out how
it is politically organized. We import
what we need from wherever it is
available, at the lowest possible price.
Similarly, why cannot we employ all
the resources available within our
country in one form or another in
order to produce food in areas which
are iar away from the colonized
areas ? The Colonization Department
and the Land Development Depart-
ment are now over-burdened and

| their capacities are limited in the

sense that they cannot expand their

| output, and it is necessary to bring
| other sectors into this productivity
| field. That argument was adduced
| here which I accept.

I am not at
cross-purposes, but I am pointing out

! that having stated that resolutely and

as a policy statement it is not open
to them to come here and say some-
thing else as if they have not heard
of a proposition like this.

I shall read to you how the dry
zone is to be cultivated. I am reading

| from page 138 :

“ There is therefcre an urgent need to

| evolve some new method of opening up
| the Dry Zone at a more ranid pace and
| at less cost, as it will otherwise be neces-
| sary to discount the poss’bility of any
| significant contribution from new lands in
| the Dry Zone to our immediate problems

of economic development.....

Government has therefore, decided to

{l introduce a pilot project for commercial
| cultivation on the basis of the system of
Il mixed farming evoived at the Dry Zone

Research Institute. The project will be

| confined to 2,000 acres in the first instance,
| but will be expandcd if there is good res-
| ponse from the private sector.

The land
will be alienated to middle class co-

I| operat ve societies commercial companies

and other organizations for commercial
farming on a mechanised basis. ”’—

What else have we done ?

—“The necessary incentives will be
provided bysway of long-term loans, tax
concessions, and guaranteed prices.”’—

Bewldm 05I%) eHVC®
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There you are, Sir.

—“The provision of access facilities and
the restoration of any minor tanks in the
area, will also be undertaken by govern-
ment, ¥’—

Now we have not done that.

_ —"“the cost of the latter being recovered
in instalments over a period of years.”

Our policy is to alienate land on a
25-year lease, and we take over at
the end of that period paying com-
pensation for whatever capital
development that has taken place.
But this envisages perpetuity and
roads being constructed. Those are
necessary for development, I dare
say. They say:

“The provision of access facilities and
the restoration of any minor tanks in
the area, will also be undertaken by gov-
ernment. ..”

Good, if you want to develop the
country ! But we have not gone so
far. We will be granting a 25-year
lease. This is the policy. How can
they present this type of amendment
to the Throne Speech in this House ?
They can do anything else but not
present this type of amendment.

This is the then Finance Minister’s
document. I am not laughing this
document off. Please do not under-
stand that way. I say there are
certain proposals and analyses with
which I agree. The last Prime
Minister, the hon. Leader of the
Opposition, says here that the road
is a hard road ; even if you tread it
for another two generations the
economy cannot pick up.

There is reliance on the private
sector. Page 26 of this report refers
to the method

“ The Public and the Private Sectors

The main funecticn of the Government,
in the context of development, is to make
a decisive contribution towards a break-
through in the rate of increase of national
output while estaklishing a socialist
society. This does not imply that all
activities have to k- carried out by the
Government. Certain essential work, of
course, can be undertaken only by the
Government. But it can leave other work
to private enterprise so long as it has at
its disposal all thc modern methods of
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controlling the economy. These will
enable it to influence its economie, social
and financial aspects (e.g. prices, profits,
wages, investment, trade, etc.) in the way
it considers desirable, and to ensure that

both public and private sectors function
in accordance with national interest.”

Where do we differ in the policy ?
I do not know whether after the in-
jection of Marxist concepts a change
has taken place, but 1 think
that as far as the hon. Member for
Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara-
naike) is concerned his heart beats
on these lines. I myself rely on the
peasant sector as being the real force
behind the food production drive in
this country, particularly the produc-
tion of rice and subsidiary foodstuffs.
There is no getting away from that.
We are doing everythnig we can to
assist them ; we are giving them
advice in setting up the organization
working up their enthusiasm, and
getting them to participate in the
planning as well. They are also
getting a better price for their pro-
duce, which means an improvement
in their economic position.

At the same time, it must be borne
in mind that the economy must move
forward. If it was good for Russia to
think of a new economic policy at a
certain stage, being a Communist
country which has no reliance what-
soever on the concept of private
property rights—Russia has, I think,
small homesteads which are private ;
otherwise the concept is foreign—if
it was good for China’s Mao Tse
Tung to use the capitalist organi-
zation up to a point in the process of
production, then what is wrong if a
Government like that of Ceylon,
which believes in private property,
alienates land to private investors
for increasing the food supply ? If
we take all the necessary safeguards,
what is wrong if we do so for a short
period in the interests of the
economy, particularly the production
of food, when food supplies are not
available, when the world population
growth is outstripping food produc-
tion ? That is the serious implication
of studies in the U.N.O. That is the

trend today.
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The last Government, the S.L.F.P.
Government, formulated a plan
under the signature of the present
Leader of the Opposition, then the
Prime Minister, the hon. Member
for Dompe, then the Minister of
Finance, and some others. So, what
is now wrong in our attempting to
do what is in that plan? And is it
correct for them to come here now
and try to bamboozle hon. Members
of the House and the country by
moving an amendment in which they
suggest that this Government
should do away with irrigation rates
and annual payments, and that it
should not hand over land for deve-
lopment to the private sector ?

The private sector, of course, has
to live up to the expectations. I
agree with that and I think they
should be told so. We will watch
the situation. If they do not bring
into production all the land they are
given, then we will not hesitate to
cancel some of the permits that have
been issued. I will do that.

AT, @8, Vwed AT MWéNwd .
(Blos. erli Sy, Lwew LTI ETL&ES )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Hear! Hear'!

aé 8. 8. agTd
(Q&erres erih, lo. Ligwri_m)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I am dead serious about it. This
is not fun, and this is not a question
of giving land for keeps.

ofed. @l dued e Mwésnem Sw.
(Bl eris. opf. Lwew weTL rrprLGs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

For tax rebates.

ad DO, 8. e

(Qsorrar erip. to, tiare_m)

(The Hon. M. D Banda)

My good Friend, you saw it your-

self, and now you are trying to point
it out to me.
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I have read the plan and I have
taken it seriously. I happened to
stumble on to it. I do not know
whether you wers serious. I believe
you were, although you are saying
something quite different now.

The hon. Membker has done a cer-
tain amount of good work as Minis-
ter of Agriculture, I must say, and
I am grateful to him for that, but
let him not, while being an honest
man and an honest politician, sub-
scribe to this kind of nonsense. Let
his party also not subscribe to this
kind of nonsense

I have not been able to build up
my arguments, although I wanted
to place so much of information be-
fore the House, for lack of time. I
hope to do so and to answer some of
the criticisms that have been made.
We are prepared to admit our short-
comings where we have failed or
fallen short of targets. But I would
ask hon. Members of the Opposition,
without considering party affiliations,
without considering whether some
people would get popular or not,
without considering whether the
Government would get popular or not
—that is inheren?! in the nature of
the political set-up here—to assist in
the food production drive. I think
hon. Members wculd be able to for-
get these considerations, for I have
heard Members of the Opposition
say on public platforms and else-
where that they support this food
production drive and that they would
assist it. I would ask for the co-
operation of the whole House, of all
Members of the Opposition, in the
food production drive.

The Hon. Prime Minister is taking
a great interest in the food produc-
tion drive, as he should. The hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central
pointed a finger of derision and scorn
at the Prime Minister because he is
going round the country encouraging
the efforts in this direction. The hon.
Third Member for Colombo Central
also said that he was doing so because
the Minister of Land and the Minis-
ter of Agriculture are incompetent,
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and that the Prime Minister should
sack them and give the portfolios to
two others. That is perfectly all
right. If we fail in the tasks entrusted
to us we may be sacked and some-
body else asked to do it. That is not
the point. The hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central asked the Hon.
Prime Minister : “ Why are you going
round the country ?” He is the per-
son who told me about the interest
that Mr. Khruschev was taking in
agriculture when he was Premier.

ad Oy Relowny

(Qzerreas oymsssar eHaUT)
(An hon. Member)
And he was sacked.

b D0, 8. A n
(Qsersa erib. 1o, LIGTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

If it was good for Mr. Khruschev
to have taken a personal interest in
agriculture, what is wrong in our
Prime Minister taking an interest in
it ? But it was not because of the
interest he took in agriculture that
Mr. Khruschev was sacked.

@B emE Y @M. ¢ BCH
(sarfG Qsrodlear o g SHoar)
(Dr. Colvin R. dz Silva)

It was precisely on his agricultural
policies that he was sacked.

a& 9. 8. g @
(Qsarras erib. 1o, LiewrL_m)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

My hon. Friend was full of praise
for Mr. Khruschev. Take the case of
the hon. Leader of the Opposition.
She herself took an interest in agri-
culture when she was Prime Minister.
In the foreword to this report she
invokes the enthusiasm of the pea-
santry. The present Prime Minister
has been Minister of Agriculture, he
knows the country, he knows the
peasantry. We welcome his interest,
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we welcome his intervention, going
round the country creating tremen-
dous enthusiasm in the food drive. It
is the correct step, it is a wholesome
step. Let not hon. Members cavil at
that. Let them give this Government
the co-operation 1t needs in this drive
to achieve self-sufficiency. I do not
want to take any further time of the
House. I am sorry if I went on speak-
ing beyond the time allotted to me,
but these are things that have to be
mentioned. Again, before I wind up,
I want to stress the steps the Govern-
ment is taking in this food drive, and
I would like, whatever debating
points we may have scored, all hon.
Members to give us that support that
is absolutely essential if we want to
make this country self-sufficient in
food.

&, e, 11.23

S. 8. #¥98.» Qw. (WY0deng)
(8- £. 9. &u@rzﬁrﬁ——aﬁ@ﬁéQumm)

(Mr. T. B. Subasinghe—Katugampola)"

I am not surprised that the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture and Food give
us a fairly lengtny discourse on the
policies of his Ministry. I think it
was a well-studied, well-prepared and
well-thought out statement of policy.
There is another reason why the
Minister of Agriculture should treat
his subject at length : after all, it has
become, after the failure of many

other policies in the sum total of the

present Prime Minister’s policies for
this country, the penultimate hope of
the present Government. They are
assuring this country that by 1970
there shall be self-sufficiency—
[Interruption].

o DO. 8. AT

(Q@erra erib. 1o, LieWwTL_T)

(The Hon. M. D Banda)

No. Our target is 70 million bushels.
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890
I8 cwxdbrnd BEAe S¢w
3D oty e,

(8l FuGEs)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

So many of your Ministers have
said that. The Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs said so at Agalawatta. I did
not say that you stated it in this
House.

o DE oW sNsNG® (GepSiyn,
@282 o0 F6 @ WOuD BENC OB,
DO wulwmem 2 Pi8® POw B¢
@OH wen DR ™ @ds g6
$@%B)

(Qsorres 1 t_ofl Ca@pruss—arsio
Qauefl efleusm

Sl lgymmr_}q} G arerm

I ILDE & (THLD LIT SIS TLIL]s
LG &F (THLD
Srr HusTT | OYENIDEFF(HLD  SEEUIE, apall
u.rn_'u_{ g,yemma'f&@d:)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & Ex-
ternal Affairs, Minister of Planning &

Economic Affairs and Minister of Infor-
mation & Broadcasting)

Nor have I

g@aom @cs.

(B sufns)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

The Hon. Minister of Home Affairs
only the other day, as reported in the
“Lankadipa ” of yesterday, said that
by 1970 this country will be self-
sufficient in rice. The Hon. Minister
of Posts has said more than once that
this country will be self-sufficient by
1970.

aé D8, 8.
(Cgerrea erib. 1o, Liewri_m)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Our target is 70 million bushels in
1970. That is not self-sufficiency.

Doy e,
(8B auGns)
(Mr. Subasinghe)

I am glad the Hon. Minister of Food
says that.
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ad ©2. 8. e
(Qserrey 6rib. o, Liewrim)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I have made the statement to the
press on a number of occasions.—
[Interruption].

3oy Do,

(:@Q’) & LG % )
(Mr. Subasinghe)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I accept that
position, and I am glad that he has
corrected a wrong statement of one
of his Colleagues. I am not for a
moment saying that I accepted the
statement of the Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs when he said that we
will achieve self-sufficiency in our
food supplies in 1970, because we
know of the mental capacity of the
Hon. Minister. We know the value
of his statements. I did not accept his
statement. I am glad that the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture and Food has
been more realistic and practical.

What I want to point out is the
hope that the present Government is
giving in regard to the future of this
country. Now, the Hon. Minister him-
self has said that by 1970 we would
‘have reached somewhere near self-
sufficiency. I think that is a false
statement ; that is our contention, and
the reason for it is this. After all,
ever since 1931, those people who
‘were in power in some way or other,
whether it be under British rule or
after Independence, were speaking
about the ultimate aim and goal of
self-sufficiency in food so far as this
country is concerned. You will
remember that the first Minister of
Food and Agricuiture was our
present Prime Minister’s father, the
late Rt. Hon. D. S. Senanayake, and
he too was aiming at that. Therefore,
you will see that for the last 36 years
or so the same people, the present
Prime Minister, his father, Mr.
Bulankulame Dissawa, the Hon. C. P.
de Silva, all of them, have been con-
nected with agriculture in this
country, and so far we hayve. not, got
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anywhere near the goal. In fact, we
are very far short of our supplies of
food.

The question I am asking is, what
is the special feature of the present
programme, the special manner in
which they are going to raise pro-
ductivity of the land in this country ?
What is the special organization that
they have set up in this country to
achieve self-sufficiency in food dur-
ing this period ? That is the question
we are posing. I shall deal with that
subject later.

Now I do want to raise some other
issues and draw the attention of the
Prime Minister to them. Sir, the
other day we listened to the Speech
from the Throne at the ceremonial
opening of Parliament. I myself have
felt that it is time we reconsidered
this whole question of the ceremonial
connected with the Throne Speech.
We have a ceremonial imported
bodily from abroad that we are try-
ing to ingraft into our society in
Ceylon and get all the people and
Members of Parliament interested in
that long process. You weould have
noticed the other day that even
Members of Parliament and others
were not interested in it.

Furthermore, immediately after we
debate the Throne Speech we have to
discuss the Budget, with the result
that all of us repeat the same argu-
ments, the same points and the same
grievances. I feel that it is an utter
waste of time no matter what govern-
ment is in power. It is about time
that we reconsidered this whole
question of arrangements in regard to
this ceremonial and the proceedings
connected with the Throne Speech
just to save the time of the House and
the repetitions hon. Members are
compelled to make.

Having said that I would like to
deal with another matter referred to
in the Throne Speech. In 1965, this
Government came into power with
fanfare and trumpet, and it was very
critical of the activities of the last
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Government. It levelled a number of
charges against the last Government
and also held out a number of
promises to the people of this country.
The Prime Minister took up a very
emphatic stand on the democratic
rights of the people and said that,
unlike the previous Government, his
Government would act in the most
democratic manner.

Now, Mr. Prime Minister, the ex-
perience we have had during the last
two years clearly indicates that either
you failed to fulfil your promises or
you have shown a blind eye to the
activities of some of your officers and
assistants in other Ministries when
they resorted to anti-democratic acts.
I pose this question: in your very
first Throne Speech you stated that
you will grant political rights to pub-
lic servants; in this Speech there is
nothing said about political rights for
public servants.

Now what has happened to those
people who were promised that they
will be granted political rights during
the last two years ? There are those
who have been interdicted, in respect
of whom inquiries are not being held,
who are on half pay, who are not re-
ceiving any pay at all, who are not
given the necessary documents on the
basis of which they have been
indicted. What has happened is that;
there are now a large number of pub-
lic servants under interdiction living

in fear of their future, having no re-

dress. The Government, having pro-
mised political rights, has today for
political reasons victimized them,
having not even granted them the
chance of a hearing.

You promised them political rights.
But having promised them political
rights in the very first Throne Speech,
what did your Minister of Education
do? He kept on dismissing people,
and today it has been held in courts
of law that some of these dismissals
are even illegal. You have been hold-
ing out a promise to these people that
their position will be reconsidered.
What has been done? The Prime

Minister has said nothing about it.:
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Why ? I dare say the Prime Minister
did intend to give political rights. I
do not believe that he said that with-
out any meaning at all in the first
Throne Speech. But I believe that
during the past two years so much
pressure has been brought to bear on
him by various sections of his party
that he dare not take the right action.

While those public servants who
held political views contrary to the
views of the political party in power
were being punished and interdicted,
those who have supported the U. N. P.
have gone up on the ladder of the
Public Service. I know teachers who
worked hard for the U. N. P. and
teachers who spoke from public plat-
forms in support of the U. N. P. who
are not even interdicted, and junior
teachers being promoted as principals.

I ask the Prime Minister, the demo-
crat: you are a defender of demo-
cracy, and is this the type of thing
you should do especially after giving
a solemn promise to the public ser-
vants that their political rights will
be granted. In his speech, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, we expect a categorical
statement. What is he going to do
with regard to political rights for pub-
lic servants ? What is he going to do
with those people who have been in-
terdicted and been under interdiction
for years ? What is he going to do
with people who have not even been
receiving half pay while under inter-
diction ?

Today what happens is, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, that a Member from the
other side of the House has only to
make some kind of a vague allegation
against a public servant to some
irresponsible officer of a Ministry or
department, and the man is interdic-
ted and kept under interdiction for
years. Will the Hon. Prime Minister
please give us an assurance that he
will do something about this ? He says
he is a defender of democracy.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, that is not
all I have to say about the Public
Service. I happen to know a large
number of public servants at all
levels. T visit various offices to discuss
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questions pertaining to my consti-
tuency and other matters. These
public servants seem to be living in
some kind of fear. An intelligence
service, a secret service, is at them.

In a country where the Prime
Minister calls himself a defender of
democracy, if on the insistence of cer-
tain sections of his party a secret
service, a snooping service, is set up
in departments in the Government
to ascertain with whom public officers
keep company, with whom some of
them associate, what kind of demo-
cracy is there ? Isit not time that the
Prime Minister went into these
matters ? Is this not the best way to
ruin the morale of the Public Service
—this kind of victimization ? These
are questions we have to pose before
the Prime Minister.

The Speech from the Throne also
refers, as usual, to matters of foreign
relations. My hon. Colleague from
Dompe has, no doubt, referred to this
subject, but I do want to make one
‘or two points on this matter because
there exist certain burning questions
affecting all of us not only in Ceylon
but the world over; questions on
which we would like to have catego-
rical statements from the Prime
‘Minister.

It is true that “non-aligned” is a
very popular term. There are various
grades of non-alignment. Not one of
the newly-developed countries will
dare to call itself aligned. Every one
of them calls itself non-aligned. But
the state of being non-aligned is best
judged not by what we say but by
what we do.

It was quite apparent that on the
-assumption of power by the present
Government a very radical change in
the whole spirit took place in the
Ministry of External Affairs in re-
gard to the conduct of its foreign
affairs. I remember how, within a
few days of the Hon. Prime Minister
taking charge of foreign affairs as the
Minister in charge of the subject, offi-
ccials ordered that the personnel from
certain consulates and embassies be
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sent away. That in itself is a minor
matter. But what is most important
is this : while calling ourselves a non-
aligned country, can the Prime Minis-
ter say that in spirit he has seen to
it that a policy of non-alignment has
been maintained in our relations with
other countries ?

I would refer to one matter. It is
true that we need economic aid from
all parts of the developed world. It is
also true that we need to develop our
trade with all parts of the developed
world. But is it not the fact that since
the present Government came into
power, in its anxiety to obtain what is
called foreign aid from particular re-
gions of the world, it began to cold-
shoulder certain countries with whom
we had, over a period of years—seven
eight, nine years—built up very
friendly relations to the greater ad-
vantage of this country ?

I am not for a moment suggesting
that we should break loose from
Western countries as far as our rela-
tions are concerned. We have to take
into account the influential role they
play in world affairs. We have to take
into account the economie, cultural
and technological advancement of
those countries. We have to maintain
and further develop trade relations
with the Western countries. We cer-
tainly should try to co-operate with
them as far as possible, provided they
respect our national sovereignty and
there is a feeling of mutual respect.
But from the day this Government
came into power it deliberately and
definitely cold-shouldered another
section of the world, the socialist sec-
tor. I remember at the time this
Government came into power there
had been an offer for further econo-
mic co-operation from some of these
countries. They offered further aid.
Now this Government is dying for
economic aid from the more develop-
ed countries. The Hon. Prime Minister
himself has been to various countries.
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He has discussed the question and has
been assured of aid. We are told by a
number of countries that we will have
more aid in the future.

But I want to know what positive
action the Hon. Prime Minister or his
Government has taken during the last
three years to get whatever aid that
is available from the other sector, the
socialist sector. I remember the time
when the Hon. Minister of Industries
and Fisheries wanted to make a tour
of the G. D. R. and how it was called
off. Instead, he made a tour of the
U. S. S. R.,, Hungary and a number of
other countries. But no tangible dis-
cussions took place. Nothing has come
in the way of aid from those coun-
tries. I dare say—I know something
about it—if only concrete discussions
had taken place and concrete sugges-
tions had been put forward, we would
have undoubtedly got some aid.

Even though you try to be non-
aligned, in the actual implementation
of your foreign policy you have not
been non-aligned. You have been
leaning heavily on one side. There-
fore, in our dealings with powerful
countries, we are at a disadvantage
today.

The next point I want to make is
about Vietnam, There is a reference
to it in the Throne Speech. It is the
burning issue all over the world. The
Governor-General says in his Speech:

“My Government has sought to use
every opportunity to promote a just and
lasting solution to the problem of Viet-
nam and will continue to do so.”

Yes, we have been hearing of plans
and proposals and whatnot. What
the Hon. Prime Minister must do is
make it clear to us and to the world
whether he recognizes that the people
of Vietnam are fighting a battle of
liberation and whether this artificial
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division of the country must be per-
petuated. Also, whether they have
a right to unite by the free consent
of the people. Has one great country
in the world, acting as a policeman
of the world, the right to determine
what shape and form events should
take in Vietnam ?

Now these are some of the ques-
tions we would like to place before
the Hon. Prime Minister and get
definite answers. Is the Prime Min-
ister prepared to call not only for the
stoppage of the bombing of Hanoi but
also for the evacuation of Vietnam
by the United States and permit,
under suitable circumstances, the
people of that country to determine
their future and freedom ? These
are some of the demands we have put
forward in our amendments.

Then a word about Israel and the
Arab countries. I think the situation
is becomng rather serious again. I
am sure the Prime Minister has read
the special communique on the report
of the Israeli Defence Minister,
General Moshe Dayan, which says
that Israel must have the right to use
the Suez Canal and therefore they
intend to remain on the Eastern Bank
of the Suez. We are thankful that
our representative in the United
Nations did take up a stand with
some nhon-aligned countries who de-
manded that Israel should vacate
Arab territory. Here is a dangerous
situation developing. With respon-
sible people in Israel making state-
ments such as this, it is becoming
very clear what the real motives of
the Israeli Government are.

Under these circumstances, is the
Prime Minister prepared to unite
with other like-minded countries now
engaged in a severe diplomatic
struggle and bring about a peaceful
solution to this problem and re-
establish the sovereignty of the
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U.AR. over the territory which has
been captured by Israel ? That is
necessary, no matter what the politi-
cal leanings of the other countries
may be ; it is necessary in order to
right an injustice. After all, this is
not a threat only to the U.AR. 1
think this is a threat to the newly
independent world. I think the
Prime Minister must take positive
action along with the other countries
to re-establish the position to what
it was before the 5th of June. These
are some of the questions which I
would like to pose to the Prime
Minister.

I would like to refer to another
matter. The Minister of Food spoke
at length on food production. I
would like to say from my own ex-
perience what is happening in our
villages. It is true that due to the
shortage of certain foods there is a
certain amount of enthusiasm
generated in our villages. For
instance, more people have taken to
the cultivation of two paddy crops.
But that is not all.

Because of the lack of proper orga-
nization at the village level, because
of the lack of consultation, on the
part of officials, with the peasantry,
we have not witnessed that
enthusiasm that you speak of, in
our part of the country.

You want the co-operative societies
to play an important part in render-
ing various services to the peasants.
You want to extend credit to the pea-
sants through the co-operative socie-
ties. But what has happened ? To-
day these so-called multi-purpose co-
operative societies are on the verge
of bankruptcy. They were the crea-
tion of the Minister of Industries
when he was holding another port-
folio in a different Government. For
one thing these societies are too
small as economic units. Another
thing is that as a result of the policy
pursued by this Government, not only
the small co-operative societies but
even the big ones are on the verge of
bankruptcy.
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Today the co-operative societies are
restricted to trading in the few arti-
cles that are rationed and in the
amounts that are made available to
them—a few ounces of lentils and so
on. Every one of these co-operative
societies is experiencing a decline in
its turnover as compared with the
previous years. They are even un-
able to pay the wages of their em-
ployees. This is being experienced
even in co-operative societies like the
Sandalanka Multipurpose Co-opera-
tive Society which is one of the big-
gest organizations of this kind in the
country. While their trade is being
restricted to goods sold on the ration
books, what is happening to the other
commodities imported into the
country ? They are finding their way
through the private wholesalers into
the blackmarket. Surely it is about
time the Minister responsible—I think
it is the Minister of State—went into
this matter. You allow the co-opera-
tive societies to distribute a few
ounces of this and that on the ration
book while permitting a seemingly
unlimited supply of these scarce
goods to the private wholesale trade.
I know that in some of our towns the
ordinary househclder with a ration
book has to satisfy himself with three
or four ounces of these scarce goods
from the co-operative stores, but if
he goes with extra money to the pri-
vate wholesaler he can buy any
amount of those goods.

With this system of unfair distri-
bution the co-operative stores are now
on the verge of bankruptcy, and your
attempt to make them the medium
through which you can channel credit
facilities to peasants for the cultiva-
tion of their land must therefore
naturally end in failure. The co-
operative stores are afraid to take
over the responsibility, no matter
what the officers of the department
may report to the Hon. Minister. I
know that some of our co-operative
stores in the villages are afraid to
take over any further responsibility
in the way of being the channel
through which these loans are to be
passed'on to the cultivator.
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And at what rate of interest ? 12
per cent. Do you think any peasant
in our country will send an applica-
tion for a loan at the rate of 12 per
cent interest, without the guarantee
of fertilizer, without the guarantee of
water, and with an undependable
rainfall to cultivate his field, to in-
crease his yield, to make this country
self-sufficient ? These are just
dreams! That is why we say we are
against the water rates. We are very,
very thankful, of course; and we
should do everything possible to
make this country self-sufficient.
Everyone of us must play a part, I
admit ; but then let the Hon. Minister
also give us the plans ; let him assure
us that the peasants’ pleas are ac-
tually heeded, that they are listened
to.

In his speech the Hon. Minister
was laughing at us for demanding the
removal of the water rates. It is true
that this question of water rates has
been hanging fire for a long time.
Long ago, when the late Mr. S. W. R.
D. Bandaranaike was Prime Minister
and when Madam Bandaranaike
was Prime Minister, the demand was
there from the rank and file of this
party that the water rates be ‘re-
moved. Why ? Because the water
rates are charged only in name ; no-
body pays them. The addition to
revenue is negligible.

Although you may try to make a
big point out of that document that
was read by the Hon Minister, what
really happened was this. This
Minister, who has been a permanent
Minister in all Governments, one
rusty steel thread that runs through
every Government, the Hon. Minis-
ter of Land, Irrigation and Power,
insisted that the water rates should
not be removed. That is what
happened. Even ncw, being a Minis-
ter of the present Government, I
suppose he is still insisting that the
water rates should not be removed.
But the real fact is that the water
rates are not making any substantial
contribution to tne revenue of this
country, and therefore, as an
encouragement in order to lessen the
additional burden on the peasants,
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we demand that the water rates be
removed. These are simple matters.
The fact remains that the water
rates are absolutely useless consider-
ing the capital expended on the irri-
gation projects; and the revenue is
negligible.

I know that time is running out.
I shall not take very much longer
because in the Budget Debate we
shall have more time to discuss these
matters.

But I do like to say one word
about the coconut industry. The
prosperity of the North Western
Province depends on the coconut
industry, whether it be the large
estate owner or the middle-class
owner or the peasant who owns a
few trees. His lot is extremely
dangerous and uncertain. Today not
only are our crops failing, but the
prices are also falling. There is little
effort on the part of the Government
to revitalize this industry.

There is little effort on the part of
this Government to find markets
for our products. I have always
been saying over the years that some
of the socialist markets provide a

good opening for products like
coconut fibre, oil and desiccated
coconut. During the time the
present Member for Kolonnawa

(Mr. Ilangaratne) was the Minister
of Trade and Commerce, I
remember he had entered into tenta-
tive agreements for the sale of these
items to some of the socialist
countries. @A certain amount of
initiative has to be taken and a
certain amount of propaganda has
to be carried out in those countries
to popularize coconut products. You
have foregone the possibilities and
the opportunities which we created
before 1964.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries is somewhat interested in
these problems. But what is
happening ? Are you exploring
those markets ? Or are you ignoring
those markets merely because you
are living in the hope that you will
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get millions and millions of dollars
and sterling from the Western
countries ? Or is it your desire to
have a kind of balanced trade with
these countries? Is it not your
desire to alter the position, which
has continued for so long, where
we put all our eggs in one basket ?
Is it not time we thought about a
new orientation in our trade policy ?
Ever since the co-operatives were
taken away from the Ministry of
Commerce and Trade, the Hon.
Minister of Commerce and Trade is
living in retirement with no work to

do.

Where is your trade policy ? What
is the active ‘trade policy you are
pursuing ? In your Throne Speech
you say that you have a trade
policy. What is the trade policy that
you have ? What is the pattern of
trade that you follow ? What initia-
tive have you taken to expand your
markets and to find new markets ?
Where are the annual protocols
which we used to sign in the earlier
days with the socialist countries ?
There is nothing. But you still say
you have a trade policy. These are
some of the questions that we have
to face.

In the Throne Speech of the third
year of the life of this Government
we see all the characteristics of
decline and bankruptcy. When the
present Government came into
power they held out all manner of
promises to the people. They
promised the people a new era of
national unity and what not. By the
way, I might add that there is more
dissension, more mutual suspicion,

among the various communities
today than ever before. This is very
unfortunate. This  Government

undertook to usher in a new era and
a new world according to the Prime
Minister. But what has happened ?
It has all ended up in dreams.

Today the Government is showing
not only political and economic
bankruptey but also its incapacity
to face up to the problems. What
is happening today is that people
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are reaping what they can while the

sun shines. There is more corrup-
tion today than ever before. There
is more exchange racketeering

today than ever before. In the
import of commodities like tractors
and jeeps there 1is corruption.
I know there are people who place
orders abroad. When they want to
get a jeep or a mini-moke, they
combine that with a harvester, with
a roller, with other complicated agri-
cultural machinery under the special
users’ licence or something like that.
They are brought under the Com-
modity Aid Agreement. They are
delivered to the wvarious agents,
maybe Brown’s, maybe Walkers,
maybe various other organizations,
maybe N. M. Appuhamys; but the
man who placed the order takes only
the jeep or the mini-moke. Those
other things remain there ; they are
not taken. What is the use ? Is this
not wastage of this so-called aid ?
After all, the future generations have
to pay this back either in money or
in kind. What is this nonsense ?
They call this aid; they call this
planned development. It is about
time that the Government went into
the manner in which this so-called
commodity aid is handled just now.
It is about time that a commission
was appointed. From your smile I
see you are approving of what I say.
You are silent. All this is happening.
And I tell you that out of this
commodity aid which has to be paid
back by our future generations, today
some of your racketeers are making
foreign exchange. It is about time
that you appointed a commission of
inquiry. You have been appointing
commissions of inquiry to go into the
activities of the co-operatives.

Every time this Minister of State
takes over the Co-operative Depart-
ment, he appoints a commission of
inquiry. I remember in 1952 he
appointed a commission of inquiry.
Nothing came out of it because he
had to go out of power. Now agdain
he has appointed a commission of
inquiry. I have no doubt that before
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that commission brings out its report
these people will go out of power.
Whenever the Hon. Minister of State
appoints a commission of inquiry, in
a matter of two years the government
of which he is a member gces out of
power. I have no doubt that history
will repeat itself.

You say you came into power to
rid this country of corruption, to con-
serve our foreign exchange, to build
up our economy. Then appoint a
commission of inquiry to find out how
this foreign aid is working, how this
money is being frittered away. I ask
the Government  back-benchers,

have you got the courage to demand
a commission of inquiry ?

I believe this is the last Throne
Speech of a decaying, sinking, dying
Government, and we shall spare no
pains to bring this Government down
as soon as possible. :

g oo 12.5
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(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

It is rather difficult to reply to the
Opposition’s onslaughts, because all
they had to say, or their venom, or
their bad spirit, or their liver, or
their bile, had been shed in their
printed words of condemnation which
they called amendments to the
Address. Having done that, none of
them could make any speech. It is
like the case of a cobra which has
bitten once. Once a cobra bites, all
its venom goes out with the first bite
and thereafter its biting is absolutely
futile ; it has no power behind it.
Similarly, once the Opposition had
put all their venom into these
amendments, their speeches were
absolutely without any consequence
or any kind of quality., Anyway, I

3——oD 5184/(67/T)
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must say that never in the history
of parliamentary government have
so many childish words been strung
together to produce a ridiculous
quartet of amendments to an
Address that is before Parliament.

Anyway, my hon. Friends on the
other side had two burning questions
in foreign affairs and two burning
issues in home affairs. That is the
burden of their song. In foreign
affairs, their two burning questions
are Vietnam and Israel; in home
affairs, deficiencies in foodstuffs and
rising prices, and unemployment.
They might have spared all this large
amount of ink and this childish,
ridiculous tomfoolery in giving us
this quartet of amendments to the
Address of Thanks.

speaker—he has run
is his wusual habit—
opened his speech by saying
that government servanis Wwere
promised political rights on a pre-
vious ocecasion. “What have you
done ? ” he said, “ You have not given
them political rights, but you have
victimized them.”

We did promise government
servants political rights but not the
right to political sabotage. Unfortu-
nately, the other side, when they were
in political power, especially the
Coalition Government in the last six
months, saw to it that their suppor-
ters in the Public Service occupied
key positions. Thereby they were
able to control the public servants
and get strength for their own poli-
tical purposes through the
Government servants’ trade unions.

The Minister of Finance is in
charge of the Treasury ; the Minister
of Communications is in charge of
the Railway, the C. T. B. and the
various forms of communication;
then there is the Minister in charge
of Public Works. All these Ministers
have large labour gangs working in
the departments under them. The
Coalition Government were able to
place their political stooges, their
political handymen, in various gov-
ernment departments and create an

The last
away ; that
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inner core of trade unions, not for the
purpose for which trade unions are
meant, but purely for the purpose of

bringing about a revolution in this
country.

Sir, we consider the question of
granting political rights to govern-
ment servants on the definite premise
that government servants would be
politically neutral. While indivi-
dually each man may have his poli-
tical faith, and while each man may
have his political ideals, he cannot
and should not, through his trade
wnion, work for a political party or
be politically partisan. Unfortunately,
the last Government, in the short
time they were there as a Coalition,
had created a very unhealthy atmos-
phere, a very unhealthy tradition ;
they created a very unhealthy and
poisonous structure in the whole life
of our Public Service. So we
are faced with the problem of clear-
ing the mess before political rights
in its true sense can be granted to
public servants.

My hon. Friends talked about the
burning question of foreign affairs.
They talked about non-alignment.
When they speak of non-alignment,
they mean alignment with Russia or
China or their satellites, or something
towards that end. That is what they
call non-alignment. This is clearly
shown in their second amendment :

“but calls on the Government to
suspend diplomatic and other relations
between Ceylon and Israel! until such
time as the Government of Israel with-
draws its armed forces from the terri-
tories in the U. A. R., Syria and Jordan
which they occupied by force after 4th
June, 1967.”

This is identically, I repeat identi-
cally, the same resolution that was
passed by the satellite summit who
met in the U. S. S. R. a few weeks
ago. That very same resolution is
put here, and we are asked to accept
it and yet be non-aligned! I say
"at if they want to have a resolution
on non-alignment let it be not one
that has been passed by the satellites
of Russia on the very rsamel bHissue:
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The Hon. Prime Minister will, of
course, speak authoritatively on
foreign affairs, but I wish to say a
few words myself.

We, most of us, at least I, have the
greatest love, affection and regard
for Asians and, as such, the defeat
of the Arabs, we felt, was a personal
humiliation to ourselves. In fact,
for a few days during that time I did
not attend some dinners and parties
given by certain foreign friends of
mine because I felt that the defeat
was mine and I was ashamed.

I have spent about a month in
Egypt and during that period I came
to admire and greatly idolize Nasser.
And because of my love, affection and
great regard for Nasser, I felt as if I
was myself an Egyptian when the
Arabs were defeated in a short space
of 80 hours. Leaving that aside, I
must say that this amendment is one
which no non-aligned government—
personally I might agree with it and
personally I might vote for it at a
public meeting—can accept for the
simple reason that Israel and the
Arabs are still at war. It would not
be improper for us to say, “ They shall
withdraw ”, at the time of a peace
settlement. But while they are still
at war, while peace has still not been
declared—there is only a ceasefire—
we cannot, from 3,000 miles away, say
that they should withdraw to their
lines prior to 4th of June. As part
and parcel of the peace declara-
tion we can insist that this shall
be so, but it 1is illogical and
against all principles of warfare
to insist on it at this stage. My hon.
Friends do not understand military
requirements. We will only be
stultifying ourselves if we accept this
amendment, firstly, because it con-
tains the very same wording of the
resolution passed by the satellites of
Russia, and, secondly, because the
war is still on. cannot ask a
country to withdraw their armies
when the war is still on. So, let us
ask for peace, and, as a part of the
peace declaration, as a part of the
peace settlement, let us demand this,
and then we will be one with every-
body-else in supporting it.
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With regard to the question of Viet-
nam, my hon. Friend from Katugam-
pola asked, “Are you against the
union of North and South Viet-
nam ?” We are not, but the union
of North and South Vietnam must be
decided by the Vietnamese them-
selves, as our Prime Minister himself
pointed out, and there can be no war
about it. Is it going to be union by
force ? Let it be a union by com-
mon consent, by their getting together
at a peace conference. To say that
this is a war of liberation of the North
by the South or a war of liberation
of the South by the North is absurd.
It is quite contradictory and does not
solve the problem. As I said these
are the two burning questions that
they were talking of in regard to
foreign policy.

Of the two burning issues locally,
the first of course is the continuing
scarcity of essential foodstuffs. This
is what the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota said: “Continuing scarcity
of essential foodstuffs and their high
prices. ” The second matter of course
is the problem of unemployment.
Every speaker from the Opposition
repeated this over and over again.
As regards the first issue he asked,
“ How are you going to cure it ? What
are you going to do with regard to
the continuing scarcity of essential
foodstuffs ?” In fact, he referred
sneeringly to the statement made by
the Hon. Minister of State, and said
that he would use that statement as
the yardstick by which the future of
the Government would be measured
by the Opposition. What did the Min-
ister of State say ? He said, “ We have
banned totally a certain selected
number of imported food-stuffs, and
the process will go on steadily for-
ward until we are completely self-
sufficient and self-supporting in the
matter of our foodstuffs.” Now, that
is really a courageous policy state-
ment. He said that we will ban for
the present a certain number of food
items and continue the policy of ban-
ning more and more perhaps in stages
until such time we are completely
self-sufficient and self-supporting in
the matter of foodstuffs. I cannot
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think of a more rational, stimulating
and inspiring policy statement than
that. It is really a call to the nation
to rise up in arms, as it were, to war
against our national dependence on
others for our essential necessities of
life. I have no doubt that with pro-
per leadership and wise direction the
nation would gladly tighten its belt
and work harder and with dedication
for deliverance from foreign domi-
nation in those essentials required for
our very existence which can be
easily produced in abundance in our
own country.

What we require today is national
self-respect, national self-reliance,
national self-sacrifice and national
self-confidence. = That, Sir, is our
policy by which we can tackle our
chronic and debilitating disease of
continuing scarcity of essential food-
stuffs and their high and increasing
prices. But what is the policy of the
Opposition ? How are they going to
treat this disease ? More subsidies,
more purchases of food from abroad
at any price although we have no
money. If you have some money and
if you spend it on foreign purchases
how are you going to finance develop-
ment ?

Sir, now I wish to read what the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota, ( Dr.
N. M. Perera), the golden brain of
the Opposition, has said. It is in the
“ Ceylon Daily News” of 16th July
1967, page 11:

“The Government claimed that by
banning certain commodities, local pro-
ducers would benefit but it had lost sight
of the fact that there were questions
of supply and demand, and there would
always be a period when consumers
would be at the mercy of middlemen.

Dr. Perera said that there could also
be periods of over-production with a glut
of certain commodities in the market and
wide fluctuations in prices. In countries
like the U. K. and U. S. A. the govern-
ment subsidized farmers and cultivators
to the tune of several millions and in
fact in these countries they were subsi-
dized for not producing, because in capi-
talist countries, where production was
not geared to a centralized plan, this
problem always arose. If countries like
the U. K. and the U. S. could subsidize
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their farmers, why could not this coun-
try ? Why had the government not told

the World Bank that it was necessary to
do so.”

He goes on further to say :

“The government had  ruthlessly
followed the dictates of the World Bank
and the I. M. F.,, and faithfully carried
out the advice given by these foreign
organizations to the very letter,....”

What is the advice ? It is to contain
our rice subsidy within Rs. 500 mil-
lion. He also said that the Govern-
ment had lost its self-respect because
it followed the advice of the I. M. F.
and the World Bank in containing our
rice subsidy within Rs. 500 million.

Now, where is the question of self-
respect ? Dr. N. M. Perera does not
understand elementary economics. He
compares the subsidization of far-
mers in America and Britain with the
subsidization in Ceylon of our food.
There is a world of difference between
the two. I cannot understand where
he learnt his economics, and my
young friends from the press were
carried away by enthusiasm by what
he said. Now, let them understand
this. In America, the subsidization is
not for consumption of food but for
production of food.

In America and in Britain,
especially in America, the farmers
produce in large quantities because
they are ambitious and hardworking
and use modern machinery. If the
total requirements of the U. S. is 200
bushels and the farmers produce 400
bushels there will be a glut of wheat
in America and naturally prices will
drop since every farmer is trying to
sell his produce as against the other
man. So the government steps in and
syphons out the excess wheat. Of
course the government pays for the
wheat and that is what we get here
under PL.-480.

But the position today is that
America can sell their wheat for gold
to Russia and China who are hard up
for food and want more food. They
cannot grow all the food that they
want themselves, so America is well
away. What I want to say is that the
subsidy there is for production and
not for consumption.
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The man who gets a subsidy for
consumption is a beggar., Here we
have our great Dr. N. M. Perera, and
other great authorities who want to
preach the gospel of beggary to our
people. Let us ask the World Bank
and the I. M. F. to give us money,
for what purpose ?—to eat. “ Aid to
mouth existence” is their gospel.
That is how they are going to get
over scarcities and higher prices.
Where is his philosophy and under-
standing of economics ?

Besides, America and Britain, if
they  subsidize, subsidize from
their own pockets, but when we have
to subsidize it is by borrowing and
begging from somebody else, which
makes all the difference. That deals
with my second point.

Now the third point is this. America
and Britain do not require capital
formation. They can live on their
income which comes to them from
investment. We are a developing
country and we want more and more
money for capital formation.

The hon. Member for Katugampola
(Mr. Subasinghe) wanted the water
rates taken away. It is a very small
amount the payment of which helps
to maintain the self-respect and
dignity of our farmers. They seem to
expect everything free. That, Sir, is
not the way to gain self-respect, to
build up for the future, to build up
our economy, to build up our national
strength, our strength of mind, our
bodies and our souls ; that is not the
way to build up in this country a free
and independent people.

That is why I say that my Friends
on the other side do not seem to
understand the very elementary
principles of economy. They come
here and try to be clever mouthing
words that are put into their minds
in Moscow or Canton or Peking. They
cannot think for themselves. They
do not have wisdom. They may have
acquired some knowledge, but wis-
dom they do not have. You know the
old saying, “ Knowledge comes but
wisdom lingers.” But my Friends on
the other side have neither know-
ledge nor wisdom. That is the trouble.
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If it is our object to cure perma-
nently the ills that beset our country
—the continuing scarcities, the soar-
ing prices of essential foodstuffs—we
have to build up our economy. To
build up our economy we need capi-
tal. Whether in Russia under a socia-
list economy, or in Saigon, Bangkok
or West Germany under a capitalist
economy, an essential ingredient to
build up the economy is capital. That
capital must be utilized for invest-
ment purposes in order to step up

production.

We do not have sufficient capital
in this country. That is accepted. I
believe that now even the present
Government has learnt the bitter
lesson that we should not depend on
foreign powers for aid. Even if aid
arrives, it cannot be expected to
come in large amounts, and even if
we get aid, it should not be utilized
to buy food for consumption. Aid
should be invested for capital forma-
tion if we are to build up our economy
for national development.

So, when the I. M. F. or the World
Bank says, “We cannot give you
money to be wasted in buying food
to eat; even if we give you money
it should be utilized for development
purposes, for capital formation”,
what is wrong with that ? I ask that
question from the so-called econo-
mists, the pseudo-economists, the
humbug economists who sit on the
Front Benches on the other side, but
who dare not sit there when I am
speaking. Even the hon. Member for
Agalawatte (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
was here a moment ago. He was to
follow me, I thought. But even he
dare not wait and hear what I have
got to say. Sir, those are the people
they have.
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House counted, and a Quorum not being
present, the Division Bells were ordered
to be rung.

Later, a Quorum being present—

MEDesen BOwTLs WD Es
(@@é&aﬂ@r oL yE@rTEeri |Gl &6 )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The hon. Member for Matara may
not be aware that it has been agreed
that we go on until 2 p.m. This has
been done in order to give more time
for the Debate. We have a Quorum
now. I do hope that the hon. Member
will not raise this point of Order
again under those circumstances.The
hon. Member for Nallur (Dr. Naga-
nathan) may continue.

eeDemNBw BNOZNDBY
(QLr&Lir [BrsprSer)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Since the time allotted to me is
so limited, I will spare the pseudo-
economists. The second important
problem is unemployment. The
Government is accused of having said
nothing tangible in the Throne
Speech and of having done nothing
tangible for the past two and a half
years for the unemployed. They are
also accused of having no proposals
for eliminating unemployment in the
future.

1 have studied all the Throne
Speeches made by the various
Governors-General from 1956 to 1964,
and during those years there was no
plan or proposal to reduce or elimi-
nate unemployment by either the
M. E. P., the S. L. F. P. or the Coali-
tion Government. But now their
hearts bleed for the unemployed, and
their righteous indignation on their
behalf is pathetic to behold.
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I can only ask them to come off
this damnable pose, full of hypocrisy
and mischief. If they cannot join us
in the national development pro-
grammes I ask them at least to keep
their mouths shut for very shame.

The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
had two already burning topics to
speak about, one of which is unem-
ployment. On the question of the
development of the country he had
very little to say. He had some unfor-
tunate words to say about tourism.

Before I come to that, I would like
to say a few words about certain re-
marks that were made by the hon.
Member for Dehiowita (Mr. Weera-
sekera). I am making this statement
on behalf of the Hon. Minister of
State. He made some unfounded
allegations against Mr. Chib, the U.N.
Adviser on Tourism in Ceylon. The
Minister of State had earlier answer-
ed and categorically denied certain
charges of a similar nature made in
the House.

I would like to cite extracts from
the encomiums paid to Mr. Chib by
Hon. Raj Bahadur, Minister of Infor.
mation and Broadcasting in India,
under whom Mr. Chib worked for
eight years ending April 1966. I
quote :

“Please accept my warmest and
sincerest congratulations for the mighty
Success you personally and the Depart-
ment of Tourism achieved in organizing
such a wonderful and successful confe-
rence. The tributes paid to you and the
comments made should make anyone feel
proud. I need hardly say that your con-
tribution in building up the tourist indus-
try in India is most outstanding and I
have no doubt that you will always be
remembered for all that you have done
for it.

As I look back, I feel happy and proud

that while I held charge of the portfolio
of tourism I had a Director-General of
your calibre and competence to help exe-
cute the policies and programmes.

When similar questions were asked
earlier in this House, the Government
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contacted the Government of India
through its High Commissioner in
India for information.

“ We were informed  that the
Government of India could not have
acquiesced in Mr. Chib's assignment as
our Adviser on Tourism if he was suspec-
ted of dishonourable conduct. The Gov-
ernment of Ceylon was therefore satisfied
that whatever allegations were brought
against Mr. Chib in India were not con-
sidered genuine enough to justify any
further inquiry.

The allegation made by the Member for
Dehiowita that Mrs. Jaipal Singh had
criticized Mr. Chib in the presence of the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of State, Mr. Atapattu, is completely false.
Mr. Chib was first recommended for ap-
pointment in Ceylon by Mrs. S. W. R, 1
Bandaranaike when she was Prime Minis-
ter, who requested Ceylon’s High Com-
missioner in India in January 1964 to use
his influence to persuade Mr. Chib to take
up the offer at the earliest opportunity.
This Government is fully satisfied with
Mr. Chib’s work and regrets that these
unwarranted allegations should have been
made on the eve of his terminating this
assignment at his wish. ”

That is the answer to the hon.
Member for Dehiowita (Mr. Weera-
sekera) who made some dishonoura-
ble comments about this gentleman
which he should never have made
and dare not make outside this House.

Then, Sir, in regard to the
unfortunate criticisms made by the
hon. Third Member for Colombo Cen-
tral (Mr. Keuneman) in regard to
tourism, the Chairman of the Tourist
Board is a modest gentleman who at
some meeting said that we were
amateurs in tourism but by this he
did not mean to say that we were
completely ignorant. Purely out of
love for the country and out of a love
for their job, the chairman and the
former Clerk of this House and others
spend hours on this business in order
to make it a success. They are devo-
ting all their energies to this job of
tourism in the interests of the coun-
try because tourism is a money
spinner which can bring prosperity to
this country.

Therefore, it is unfortunate that
without a full knowledge of all the
facts persons like the hon. Third
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Member for Colombo Central should
make wild allegations and incorrect
statements on the Floor of this House.

The hon. Member said that the
average stay of a tourist in Ceylon is
five days. As a matter of fact statis-
tics show that the average stay of
the tourist in Ceylon is eleven days.

The hon. Member said that we have
got sufficient hotels and sufficient
beds for all the tourists expected and
that the building of these new hotels
was a big racket for some people to
make money or to steal money in
some form or another.

It is expected that we will get at
least 100,000 tourists in 1971. Now,
the number of hotels in Bangkok is
4100 with 7,000 beds. The hon. Mem-
ber said that the number of beds in
Bangkok is 1,688 and if there they can
manage to cater for 230,000 visitors,
we can manage with 1,568 beds here.
How can you do that when we expect
to get 100,000 visitors ? Does he want
us to put one person or two persons
or three persons, one on top of the
other, in the same bed ? Otherwise
how are you going to accommodate
100,000 people with 1,567 beds scat-
tered all over the Island ? You will
have to pick out the tourists and send
them to these hotels as if you are
sending prisoners to their cells?
Some tourists may want to go to
Nuwara Eliya and some may want to
go to Hikkaduwa. But you cannot
send them to some little third rate
resthouse to which you and I may
not desire to go. The Ceylon Tourist
Board says that by the end of 1971 or
at any rate by 1972 they should have
3,200 hotel rooms in different cate-
gories of hotels and guest-houses,
comprising 5,500 beds.

Hotels cannot be built without
money. You require about Rs. 150 to
Rs. 200 million. This is a venture in
which we can get the local and
foreign capitalists to invest; our
country cannot afford such a large
amount of money. This is a venture
in which the private sector alone can
invest and conduct the business.
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The hon. Third Member for Col-
ombo Central made another
accusation. He said that all rest-
houses have been taken over by the
Tourist Board. That is completely
incorrect. There are 1100 resthouses
in Ceylon of which only 18 have been
vested till now in the Tourist Board ;
now they have been taken over by
the corporation. One resthouse has
been demolished and only four have
been given over to the private sector.
Thirteen resthouses come under the
Hotels Corporation ; the other 92 are
still run as before with no increase in
tariffs. So if the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central still indulges in
his old young habits of going to rest-
houses he can go and he will be
charged the same old rates for the
rates have not been increased.

I want to draw his attention to
Hotel Ukraine in Russia. I think I was
the first man from Ceylon to go to
Russia under the new dispensation in
1928. I think I was the first to cross
the Iron Curtain. I was then put up in
that hotel. It was a very small hotel,
not a very pretentious one though
very ornamental. Now I understand
that this same Hotel Ukraine which
caters to tourists has got 36 floors and
that it is now a huge, luxury hotel.
Russia has gone in for luxury hotels.
In Leningrad, Prague, Belgrade,
Ukraine, the Black Sea coast, the
Adriatic Sea coast you get luxury
hotels because there is good business.

The chief of the Soviet Tourist De-
partment who came to India for a
conference in Ootacamund last
month met Mr. Ralph Deraniyagala
who went there to represent Ceylon
and he has told him, “ Will you be
able to make arrangements for our
people ? We have got thousands who
come to India annually. They can stay
in India for one week. They can stay
another week in Ceylon if you can
give them passports and visas.” T am
sure visa facilities could be given in
Ceylon but for our communist party
people. I do not mind, Sir, a man
being a communist or any other ‘ist
but he must be patriotic. Our com-
munists are patriotic either to Russia
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or China. As long as these people are

loyal to Ceylon I do not mind to what
party they belong,

MSDEey BBewidn weneBHSs
(@pssaflar oL QsErrEar; Syeurser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
The hon. Member’s time is up.

CeV M IHGOIND LY
(QLra&L_i preprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I thought I had 1% hours, Sir ; I was
misled. I only want to say this. The
Opposition has not by any stretch of
imagination shown any kind of sin-
cerity or any kind of desire to do
something, to say something, for the
benefit of the country, for the benefit

of the people, for the benefit of our
nation.
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aSBHE 0 e,
(5H- o i gl ih)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
@aaCa G !
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(Qeorrer oms s Gaurser)

(Hon. Members)

Here ! Here!

. oF. ¢PeE 0ED cn.
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(Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed)
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OB Bewldn wmEBHS
(Gwpssellar o1 &6 rrsari DUl &6 )
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The hon. Deputy
Speaker, will now take the Chair.,
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SLONEST.
Whereupon Mg. DepuTy CHAIRMAN OF
CommiITTEES left the  Chair, and

Mg. Deputy SPEAKER [MR. C. S, SHIRLEY
Corea] took the Chair.
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¢. e». 1.3
ob & o¢. 3. paced (20
§OB)

(Qaorras . erev. (9. r@u‘ﬂ@ﬁ'\)@-—gumé@
QITG.F IDEFEFT )

(The Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle—Minister
of Communications)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was not
going to participate in this Debate
because there are no amendments
concerning my Ministry or any of the
departments under my Ministry.
When I saw the speech reported in
today’s papers, the speech made by
the hon. Member for Dehiowita
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera) making
paseless allegations against depart-
TISH9 officers who do not get the
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opportunity to defend themselves
when baseless allegetions are made
within the four walls of this House, I
thought it my duty that I should
apprise you of the true facts of this

matter.

A few minutes ago the hon.
Member for Nallur (Dr. Naganathan)
on behalf of the Hon. Minister of
State replied to a similar baseless
allegation regarding Mr. Chib made
by the same hon. Member.

You are aware that this particular
Member is one who always
rushes into this House and under
cover of Privilege makes similar alle-
gations against public officers who
cannot defend themselves. 1 would
challenge this hon Member to go
outside the four walls of this House
and make these allegations.

@Del ewmEds @d. ¢ 8T
(gocosy ™)

(soor Bl 5 Qaraet]er YT 19 @d)ﬁmr—cgya;@)
@55)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Agalawatta)

He made certain ailegations against
the appointment of Mr. Abeyagoona-
sekera outside this House also at the
time the appointment was made but

there was no reply.

ad ad&ced

(Qserres an=aHoe)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

That does not concern me.

Gl oG 3sY @d. ¢ BED
(sarfB Qsredear oyi. 1 Heoer)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It is unfair for him to say that that
is the way of that hon. Member.

a& paced
(Oserras an=HO®)
(The Hon. Hurulle)

Of course, it is so.
way.

I am not giving

1967 & 19
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Pl eI @ . wC
(sorfl& Qareelar syr. 19 Dovar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I am not asking you to give way.
I am interrupting to say so.

DO EB DSIBNGELDDSo

(e-1 FuTpTLIST 9jeuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member for Agalawatta
will have his turn to reply. Let it
pass.

Gk oM@ sy @b ¢ 8D

(soorfls Qarevdlar gyi. 1. Sevaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

No, we will never let it pass like
that. Let him defend his officials
respectfully but let him not make

undignified and undeserved state-
ments.

o0& naded
(Qserrer ap=@raw)
(The Hon. Hurulle)

All I say is that they are baseless
allegations. It is not an undignified
statement.

Pwh om@3 @& ¢ B
(sorfls Garedler gy 19. Gvaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

What about Mr. Abeyagoonasekera?

BowIEs DBNEDH
(o1 FuTprust oeuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Please do not
in%cerrupt. There is not much time
eft.

o8 »ac e
(Qaorres am=mHae)
(The Hon. Hurulle)

Do not think that I am going to be
bullied or bludgeoned by you.

Ml eS8 @i, ¢ BT

(sadr f& Qarevelar 2. 19. Bevaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I do not bully anybody in this
House. There is a Speaker here. If
you think you are so trivial as to be
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bullied, give way to your Parliamen-

tary Secretary. Let him become
Minister. Do not talk about bullying.

a& yaced
(Qs6m ey @_f!)‘ﬂ@@b&u)
(The Hon. Hurulle)

The hon. Member made some alle-
gations against the Directors of Air
Ceylon about commissions. I have
replied to these allegations over and
over again in this House as did the
Hon. Minister of State concerning
Mr. Chib. I might tell you, as I have
told you before, that the corporation
under my Ministry is the only
corporation in this Island where the
directors have not drawn a red cen?
from the corporation and where they
are working the full 24 hours.

The hon. Member for Dehiowita
made the allegation that the Nord is
not working in this region, that the
only one that is working is in Ceylon.
But I would like to ask the hon.
Member, when the last Government
purchased the Avro was there a
single Avro flying in this region ? I
might ask the hon. Member whether
there is a single Bocing flying in this
Asian region ? He thinks that just
because a particular type of plane
does not fly in a particular region we
should not buy it. Now he advocates
the Boeing as against the Trident.
Taking his argument that just because
there are no Nords flying in this re-
gion we should not have bought the
Nord, I might ask him, then how did
the last Government buy the Avro
when there was no Avro flying in this
., Tegion and how does he advocate the
Boeing when there is no Boeing flying
in this region? He also made
certain remarks to the effect that the
Pakistan International Air Lines has
three Tridents. For his information
I might tell him that there are not
three but four. He also made the
allegation that the Pakistan Interna-
tional Air Lines was not satisfied with
the Trident. It is not so.

In due course 1 shall table a letter
from the President of the Pakistan
International Airlines about the per-
formance of the Trident:

BDewldm 95375 SeHAIC®
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The hon. Member for Dehiowita

also said that only a private company

in Japan is using the Nord. That is

not so. The Nord is being used by

the following airlines in their respec-
tive countries :

Japan Domestic Airlines .. 3

Air Inter (France) vel il

Lake Central Airlines
(U.S.A) L

Alisarda Sardinia

Air Madagascar

Air Ceylon e

Rousseau Aviation (France

Lingeflyg (Sweden)

Canderair (Denmark)
making a total of 29.

— DY R D

It is further understood that orders
have been placed for the Nord 262 by
Lufthansa of Germany with an
option to purchase 17 more. The
French Navy have also purchased one
aircraft, with the option to purchase
15 more. This is with regard to the
Nord.

With regard to the Trident, he
made allegations and insinuating
remarks that the directors were up
to no good, and that they were bene-
fited by way of commissions. I tabled
a full statement, a letter sent by
Hawker Siddeley to the Director of
Air Ceylon as far back as October
1965. In that letter it is stated that
at the request of the directorate of
Air Ceylon, the agent who was
responsible for the agency was
discontinued, and that the commis-
sion, namely £15,000 which would
have normally gone to the agent of
Hawker Siddeley on the sale of the
Trident in Ceylon was to be deducted
from the price of the plane. I have
tabled that letter in the House.

The hon. Member spoke as if he
was the watchdog of the nation, the
man who is most concerned about
public funds. May I ask the hon.
Member, when he was the Vice-
President of the Air Ceylon emplo-
yees trade union, the 1.S.S.P. union,
during the last regime about Rs. 8,000
was spent on one party to
celebrate the inavgural flight of the


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

933

gl n®ice D% .

Avro, and when that expenditure had
not got into the Board minutes, what
he did about it? He was the Vice
President of that Air Ceylon trade
union. So many employees were
members of that trade union, and
they would have given him that
information. When Rs. 8,000 out of
public funds had been utilized for
one single party, the dance floor
having been fixed in a private house
by Don Carolis’, and when this money
was not even voted and approved
by the Board, what did this hon.
Member, who speaks as if he is the
watchdog of the nation, who is so
concerned about public funds, do ?

With regard to the dieselization of
the railway, I may tell hon. Members
that this Government decided that
tenders for the supply of diesel loco-
motives should be scrutinized by the
Cabinet. You know that earlier ten-
ders were considered by the tender
boards of the various Ministries, but
in the case of the tenders for diesel
engines, the Cabinet appointed a sub-
committee, and the Cabinet Sub-
Committee has gone into this matter
on three occasions. Tenders have been
scrutinized and the deliberations are
not yet over. This is how this Gov-
ernment acts in the case of large
tenders. Since I am taking up time
not allowed to me, I am tabling * a
statement in reply to the issue about
railway dieselization.

I am sorry that this hon. Member,
as I said before, chose this House to
make this allegation. When we took
over Air Ceylon there was a L.S.S.P.
trade union, of which Mr. Ashley
Herath, Proctor, was the president
and the hon. Member for Dehiowita
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera) the vice-
president. Subseqguently the directo-

rate looked after the employees so
well that they thought they had no
need for trade unions. We looked
after the salaries and terms of em-
ployment of these employees, and as
a result the hon. Member for Dehi-
owita was removed from that office
by the employees themselves. That is
why he is so worried. He appears to

1967 &%& 19
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be acting as a scavenger, picking up

scraps of dirt from the dust bins of
Air Ceylon.

I think I need not say anything
more. I am sorry that this is not the
first occasion he has made such re-
marks and got away with it. That is
why I thought it my duty to defend
my officers in whom I have the utmost
confidence,

*The
follows :

statement tabled is qs

Diesel engines are not of three types.
There is only one type of diesel engine.
But by adding a super-charger (i.e.,
blower) the horse-power output of the
same engine is increased. This is larsly
done to compensate for loss of horse-
power due at higher altitude. By adding
an intercooler in addition to the super-
charger the horse-power can can be
further increased. This intercooler is only
an extra radiator. By this means an engine
developing 1,350 h.p. can be made to pro-
duce 1,500 h.p. Obviously, if the same
engine is made to produce higher horse-
power the engine will wear out more.

The fuel consumption of an engine pro-
ducing the same horse-power can be
slightly less with intercooled engines. The
variation on full load is about 1 per cent.
In some makes intercooled engines even
consume more fuel. On the other hand,
the maintenance cost is higher as the
intercooled enginees are more heavily
loaded than the non-intercooled. Ona
manufacturer stated that the intercooled
engine should be completely stripped
down and rebuilt at less than 100,000 miles
when even the worst non-intercooled
engine in the Railway is repaired only at
250,000 miles. With the new engines the
Railway expects to do a heavy overhaul
only at half a million miles.

Most of the tenderers offered inter-
cooled and non-intercooled engines. Every
reputable manufacturer in the world had
tendered. There were 17 tenderers for
main line locomotives. Twelve of these
tenderers offered non-intercooled engines.
Many of them offered much cheaper
intercooled engines also. They were
cheaper by about 4 million rupees.

& o, 145

@l e 8sY @8 ¢ 8D

(BT & GErevsar oy 19 Gdvaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not know
whether I should cut into the brief
space of time that stands allotted to

934
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me in order to make a remark about
what the Hon. Minister of Communi-
cations said, for I do not know the
facts of the matter myself. But I take
leave to say in the time allotted to me
what I sought to say also by way of
interruption. The hon. Member for
Dehiowita (Mr. Weerasekera) may or
may not on given occasion be sup-
posed to be accurate in his facts
according to the report supplied to
the Hon. Minister by the men
interested to defend themselves
through him. That is not a fact into
which I propose to go, for I have not
myself any knowledge of the facts.
Nor in regard to the final remark he
chose to fling at the hon. Member for
Dehiowita with regard to his vice-
presidency of a union of Air Ceylon
employees do I propose to enter into
an argument in the spirit, which is
really shameful for this honourable
House, of the Hon. Minister who has
just spoken. The gentleman who is
boasting through him of how, by
improving the conditions of the
employees of Air Ceylon, he has
caused the union to be unnecessary.
is the very gentleman who built up a
foul reputation in the South Western
Bus Company as being a destroyer
and a victimizer of every independent
unionist there. I speak from know-
ledge, and I speak of a man who
otherwise is a friend of mine.

The Hon Minister challenged the
hon. Member to go out and make the
allegation. It ill-becomes a Minister
to call for such a thing. Why does the
Hon Minister forget that the whole
purpose of Privilege is that we should
be free to bring to the notice of this

, House and of the Hon. Minister him-

self facts which come to our know-
ledge, which it is up to him to investi-
gate and report on to us. Privilege has
not grown during the histories of
parliaments in order that some people
may taunt others with allegations
that it is lack of courage that causes
one to use Privilege. If the Hon.
Minister wishes, let him pay me a
visit in my private office and I will
give him also a lecture on the law of

Libel which I should not be giving

Bewidn @575 SefAC®
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publicly because that is not my task.

Then he will understand why
Privilege has been created-

o& péded

(Qserrar @n=Ha)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

I do not hope to enter your house

@Dl cn@d @l ¢ BCD
(soor B G Qardsier i 1g- Soveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I know. I invite you there, but I
know that only men who have
decency can enter its portals.—
[Interruption]. This is another sign
of the smallness of your mind and
the sickness of your heart. So shame-
ful a2 man to dare say so shameful a
thing here! [Interruption]. Yes!
No ministerial position entitles you to
talk in the way that you talk to your
slaves in your house.

ad phace

(Qserra ap=@mHo®)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

We do not have slaves.

sl cmng 35y @d. ¢ 8F

(soT G Gardder i - Sevaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If you have a little decency you will
apologize, but you obviously have

none and so stew in your own juice
in that way.

o aéced

(Qs6rrar @p=HD)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

We do not have slaves.

@S e 3 @, ¢ 8>

(soor B 5 Qasrevdflar i 19 fsoair)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) :

Of course, you do not. If you have
slaves even the slaves would turn on
you if that is the spirit in which you
behave in your own home.
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o& vacded

(Qserres an=Ha)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

I do not behave like that.

B oS5y @d. ¢ g

(sor flG) Qardveilar oy g Aevaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You have already indicated how
you behave by the sheer caddishness
of that remark.

BowiLn DS1BNGDE

(2L FLIT Brwsi o/aurser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Shall we get back to the Debate ?

&1Dud e @8. ¢ BGD

(soor B & Qarevder i g Hoar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes, Sir. Thank you very much. I
will return. Sometimes even. Hon.
Ministers must be shown their places.

a& aacec
(Qsorres an=Ha)
(The Hon. Hurulle)
I know my place.

@il camT3Y @b, ¢ BT

(sarplG Qasraedler i 1. Goeur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I do not think you do.—[Interrup-
tion]. Welikade is too good a place for
you.

a&k aaced

(Qaerreu (@1_7;‘“@@6\))

(The Hon. Hurulle)

You should be at Angoda.

Q?a@aca‘f‘. e 8y @d. ¢ BED

(sovrflG) Qarevdlsr i g fAevar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Even Angoda is too good a place
for you : there are decent men there
even though mad people. Only, ob-
viously, your own home is good
enough for you. Go and stay there
for God‘s sake !—[Interruption]. But
I repeat, do not show yourself a cad
in this House.

46 19
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(Oaerras . erav. (9. @m‘u@'sbw)
(The Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle)

The decent people at Angoda are
the psychiatrists and other
employees.

BICET BN WD BNGD)S

(2.1 FLIT BT ST Qe &er )

(Mr. Deputy-Speaker)

Please get back to the Debate.

Db enE Y @ ¢ B

(ser ) Qarevdfler opr- 1. Aevanr)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Thank you. I will obey you and
come back to business, although the
first part was business and the second

was a retort to a foolish interrup-
tion.

adh aacec

(Qaerrar ap=@How)

(The Hon. Hurulle)

Only you are wise.

el e ey @l ¢ 8D

(soor G5 Qarevdfler oy 19. Glaveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Sir, I wanted to speak quietly today
because I want to bring home certain
matters as persuasively as I can, and

I shall still try to pull myself together
to do it.

I have a certain special matter
which I wish to address to the Hon.
Prime Minister who, I know, is to
follow us in due course, and that
concerns the Star Press of the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party, the press which
has now for several months been
under the seal of the competent
authority appointed specially for that
purpose by the Prime Minister on a
certain occasion and in respect of
which my hon. Friend, the Member
for Panadura (Mr. Leslie Goonewar-
dene), the Secretary of the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party, has more than
once spoken in this House in order to
draw out some answer that is
relevant to the question at issue.

On February 8th this year an issue
of the newspaper “Jana Dina?”
carried what was alleged to be an
account of a festive occasion at which
the Hon. Prime Minister was ad-
mittedly present, and that particular
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[@de emeE 8 @& ¢ 8F &)
publication of that particular
newspaper was followed by very
swift action on the part of the Hon.
Prime Minister. I do not propose to
advert in any way to the
contents of that article or to
any other contents of that newspaper
of that day which are the subject, I
believe, of certain criminal proceed-
ings in the courts of our land and,
therefore, in terms of the Rulings of
the Chair, we do not advert to here.
But seeing the swift swoop of the
Hon. Prime Minister through the
Emergency laws and the competent
authority specially appointed for the
purpose upon this paper and every-
thing previously or on that day
connected with that newspaper,
it was automatic and natural to
assume—and all the world did
assume—that the one act flowed
from the other.

The Hon. Prime Minister himself,
when the matter was first raised in
Parliament by my Friend, the hon.
Member for Panadura, on the 22nd of
February, that is to say, within 20
days of the occurrence, insisted that
that particular account of that parti-
cular festive occasion was neither the
occasion nor the cause of the action
taken by him. And we have acted on
that footing as is our duty. The Hon.
Prime Minister tells us on the Floor
of this House, “ That is not the rea-
son ”. We accept it. He had also re-
quested that the parties concerned go
before the Advisory Committee
which is appointed under the Emer-
gency Regulations, in order to know
what was the cause that moved him
to action which, he said, he would not
state on the Floor of the House. In
short, it appeared to me who read
these proceedings from outside but
who have acquainted myself also
thereafter with the necessary papers,
that the Hon. Prime Minister’s posi-
tion was : it is not for me to tell you
in the House or otherwise ; it is for
you to take steps to go before the
Advisory Committee, and there you
will he advised of the reasons.

Well, Sir, my hon. Friend, the
Member for Panadura (Mr. TLeslie
Goonewardene) again raised the

Bewldm 9% VeHAC®W
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matter here on the Floor of this
House with the Hon. Prime Minister
on March Tth and was given a similar
answer which, in my view, is deser-
ving of the remark “was fobbed off
in the same way.” If it is undeser-
ving, I am willing to drop it.

Thereupon the matter I am going
to raise began to get focussed in this
way. The offending newspaper
“ Jana Dina” was printed and pub-
lished by the Sathya Publishers Ltd.,
a limited liability company duly
registered, etc. The stoppage of the
“ Jana Dina ” publication was accom-
panied, amongst other things, by a
swooping down upon the Star Press.
The Star Press belongs to the L.S.S.P.

Now, Sir, “Jana Dina” may have
done a wrong. I am not discussing
that now. “Jana Dina ” has at times
been printed in the Star Press, but
as it happens this particular issue of
the “ Jana Dina” was not printed in
the Star Press. That has been stated
repeatedly in this House and has
been accepted, but by the steps taken
every single newspaper or journal
in any language whatsoever which
was published by Sathya Publishers
had to be terminated and everything
and every printing activity of the
Star Press had to be terminated. Any-
body can go down Jayantha Weera-
sekera Mawatha at any time he
chooses and he will find two idling
uniformed policemen—obviously very
uncomfortable both as to their seats
and to their functions—seated right
outside the Star Press to make sure
that nobody enters.

I would like to apprise the Hon.
Prime Minister that there was at that
time an action pending against “ Jana
Dina” in respect of an article that
had been published in it concerning
the Hon. Minister of State. Hence
certain other papers which concerned
that action and which were necessary
for “ Jana Dina ” could not be got at
in that situation, and since the date
of the sealing was so close upon the
date fixed for the hearing of the case,
Sathya Publishers were compelled to
go before the District Court of
Colombo and make an application for
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a postponement even for a few days
so that they may take the necessary
steps to get access to the papers
which they required in order that
they may get ready for the case
which had been brought against them
by the Hon. Minister of State.

It is right and proper for me to
state on the Floor of this House that
on the occasion of the application for
the postponement on that particular
ground, the honourable District
Judge who heard and disposed of the
case, and gave judgment later in the
full sum of one lakh which had been
asked for by the Hon. Minister of
State expressing simultaneously his
regret that he could not give more,
declined to give a postponement,
amongst other grounds, on the ground
that the case had been specially fixed
for that date and that having looked
into his diary there in open court he
found that no other work was fixed
for that date. As it happens, on that
occasion he must have been struck
with some temporary blindness,
because in fact when this particular
case was taken up on that date, on
the very published roll of that court
there were 12 other matters fixed
and written down in the diary he
looked at, on the very page that was
before him. Well, he gave judgment
in Rs. 100,000 against ““‘Jana Dina”
thereafter. It seems very approp-
riate.
that.

I want to ask the Hon. Prime
Minister, now that he has returned
from abroad, whether even now he
will play fair.

My Friend, the hon. Member for
Panadura (Mr. Leslie Goonewar-
dene) himself went on behalf of the
Star Press before the Advisory Com-
mittee on two separate days, May 22
and May 30, and there appeared
before it the competent authority,
who is none other than a Permanent
Secretary under this Government,
Mr. Anandatissa de Alwis, who, I
have to assume in this matter, would
have been acting on the instructions
of the relevant Minister, who,weuld

1967 &@& 19

But I am not concerned with .

942
B cwldsnd B8ERA¢ Scw

be the Hon. Prime Minister himself,
because he is responsible for declara-

tions of emergency and administra-
tion.

He asked the Competent Authority,
a neat name for a very human person,
what is the reason for this action
taken against the Star Press and
against “Jana Dina”; since it is
stated that it is not the article that
we referred to in the beginning, what
is the article, what is the date, what
is the news item, or what is it in
which paper and on what date that
you say caused this actien to be
taken ? And his answer was that he
would not, or could not, disclose it.

Now, Sir, if the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter will excuse me, I should like to
say that when I go to the Prime
Minister, the pillar, he sends me to
the Advisory Committee, the post. I
go from the pillar to the post, but I
do not get the letter that is promised.
This has happened twice over.

I will leave the “ Jana Dina ” aside.
At this moment I am concerned with
the Star Press, which, incidentally,
is also the printer of our weekly
paper, the “Sama Samajist ”, which
has had to stop with this closure.
And if you say it was not your objec-
tive, Mr. Prime Minister, to achieve
those results, then I ask you to please
act promptly and set the position
right. To this day we do not know
why the “ Jana Dina ’—such issues as
may have been printed at the Star
Press—has been banned, or why the
Star Press itself has been banned,
prohibited and sealed.

Permit me, Sir, an incidental
remark, which is not directed at the
Hon. Prime Minister. The Hon.
Minister of Industries, I noticed, has
received the dignity from the news-
papers of a lion that exploded—a
new kind of animal.

oS @5y BOdow
(Qaerrer ofssseur ameur)
(An hon. Member)
A _toothless lion !
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(sorflE Qareddler Ly 19 Hwaeur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

No, it is a new kind of animal, it
explodes ; it must be from some kind
of internal combustion which is natu-
ral to itself. I read, the next day,
his remarks on the subject of emer-
gencies. 1 am going to deal with
emergencies later, but I wish to say
one thing to the Hon. Minister who,
I wish to say pointedly, is not here
although he seems to consider it
necessary always to refer to an hon.
Member who is not here.

Sir, I am sorry I had to start my
speech in this Debate with harsh
words to one Minister. I had decided
yesterday, after listening to the Hon.
Minister of Industries and Fisheries
for 15 minutes, not to advert to him
at all. He has been a colleague of
mine in an earlier and a better past
of his. He and I have been intimate
friends and colleagues. I have known
him when he was a red-blooded and
a living man. I have known him long
| as politically moribund and approach-
ing corpsehood. But I did not expect
to see in him a pretence of a living
man while I was alive. It was a piti-
ful spectacle, Sir! And to imagine
that you can still a bad conscience of
your own by yelling at others is to
imagine what is not real.

It was hard for him, of course,
when the hon. Member for Dompe
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) got
up and reminded him that he was
today in the service of the very man
in respect of whom he had said,
« Until I wipe out his entire family
I shall not be content ”; that he was
serving as second-in-command of the
very man he termed a murderer in
this very House. The Hon. Minister
of State, I trust, has murdered
nobody, and the Hon. Dudley Sena-
nayake’s family, I trust, will survive
as long as my own ; but those who
have killed themselves politically
should not need to be reminded of
the men they could not kill. That is
by the way.

He seems to think that emergencies
are nothing. I am only asking you to
heed one aspect of it beforedbydeal

BDewldm 05385 SedaCew
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with the whole. I say to the Hon.
Prime Minister, directly across the
Floor if he does not mind, if you do
not wish to appear vindictive, if
you honourably wish to be fair in a
matter, and if it is indeed true that
that particular article about the fes-
tive occasion was only an accidental
coincidence for your action—

@l VRE e BNINGD
(Qzerras Lt ofl CoF@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Did I say so?

fosd emn@ 8y @8, ¢ B

(oo 55 Qarevear Ly - Fevaur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

No, I am saying that if it is frue,
it would be an accidental coincidence.
For if it was not the cause for your
action, then it is purely an accidental
coincidence, is it not ?

aé REE otF 2NBNGD

(Qaorrar -t ofl Co@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Did I say it was not the cause?

@B e By 8. ¢ BT
(s B 5 Qaraoveller pi- 19- SAaovaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes.

aéy EE oud 5NBNGD
(Qzerren L afl Co@prss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
I cannot remember.

adad o8 @d. ¢ B8O

(soor 5 Qaredler 2 1y RAoveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Pardon me, it was the competent
authority. I hope he is competent to
tell us something sometime.

@adL DHE et PNBNKRR

(Qaorrey L L_ofl Ca@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

When the hon. Member stated that
I had stated that that was not the
cause, I could not deny it because I
did not remember.
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oDl e’ 85 @d. & 8

(ser BlE Carevder 247 1y Acvaur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I withdraw that remark. 1 am
forgetful of what my Friend the
hon. Member for Panadura said. The
competent authority said so. I take
it that the competent authority 1s
under your direction ?

aé 2RE o sHINED
(OserTas L ofl Cor@)priss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
He had no such directions.

@Did e B @S, ¢ 8o

(saorfl§) Qardeflar 2pT- 15 Aoveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

At any rate I hope he was speaking
competently the truth on that occa-
sion. I must act on that. Another Hon.
Minister got up and waxed indignant
about unfair attacks on public
officials. Here I am offering to accept
a public official’s statement. You
should be happy.

ad DEE e 51NB5NGED
(Gzerren L ofl Car@priss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Not on directions anyway.

@Deh omc e §l. ¢ 82

(soorfG Qasreddflar - 19- Raveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Then please intervene with some
directions which will be to our bene-
fit—[Interruption]. I am sorry
attributed it to you. The competent
authority said so categorically.

Now we are in this situation. The
Star Press is told, “It is not that
article 7 ; the Star Press is told, “No
other article will be pointed to. 2
And the Star Press is told, “ But you
shall remain sealed in the name of
the freedom of the press.”

I ask the Hon. Prime Minister to
do one simple, single little act in his
lifetime in support of the freedom of
the press by directing that the ban
on the Star press be withdrawn. I
will keep “Jana Dina” separate for

1067 & 19
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the moment. But let the ban on Star
Press be withdrawn. That is my
request. That is what I urge and that
is what I hope to persuade the Prime
Minister on.

1 wish to add one other thing. Time
after time the hon. Member {for
Panadura (Mr. Leslie Goonewar-
dene) has pointedly drawn the atten-
tion of this House to one particular
fact; that is, that the Government
would not give the reason for the
ban, either in this House or through
the Competent Authority. We have
certain newspapers well represented
in the Galleries. They are represent-
ing the press which likes to call itself
the national press.

eC @ n:VBRD Sw. (2wed)

g p)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

National emergency press !

@W@u&gm—un’wﬁ

erDsesh e By @d. ¢ BCD
(sor G Qaredlar oy 13- Aevarr)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It is a curious feature of their
system of reporting that while they
will reproduce every single interven-
tion of my hon. Friend on this matter,
whatever it may be, they will not
print one alleged statement of his
that the Government will not give us
the reason for the ban. I do not know
whether even my pointed reference
to it today will render the press a
little more conscious of its “ national-
ness ”. I agree that it is national in
the sense that this Government is
national. In other words, one group
of people have sought to appropriate
a label to itself as if the rest of the
country fall on either side of the
nation.

Be that as it may. That, Mr. Prime
Minister, is my plea. On the day of
prorogation of this Parliament, when
the Hon. Prime Minister was abroad
on national business, my Friend the
hon. Member for Panadura raised this
matter under Adjournment and had
the assurance from the Hon. Minister
of State that the Hon. Prime Minister
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would be considering this matter and
taking some decision, I presume, on
his return. We have not troubled
the Hon. Prime Minister by sending
him a telegram within 24 hours of his
return. He must have had plenty to
do. But I earnestly request of him
in the light of these submissions and
suggestions that he not only look into
the matter, but also come to the
conclusion, the only conclusion that
can be fair and reasonable in  the
circumstances, to direct the 1imme-
diate lifting of the ban on the Star
Press. I see the Hon. Prime Minister
open his diary. I am glad that he is
opening his diary. It is a welcome
sign of hope for all of us.

Now, Sir, from this I wish to take
a few minutes on the question of the
Emergency itself. Ihave been in this
very House when the Hon. Prime
Minister, rising as Leader of the
Opposition from the seat which is
presently occupied by the hon. Fair
Leader of the Opposition, taunting the
Government of the day for their
proneness to prolonged emergencies.
He considered this as being signs that
they could not rule in the normal
way. He was scornful when he was
told that though the Emergency was
there the Regulations were not being
operated on. We have the same
reply from this Government in its 500
odd days of Emergency which seems
as indefinite as my period of imprison-
ment during the war which, when it
was once apparent it was without
end, had to be abruptly ended by
extra-legal action. I trust history
will not need to have to repeat
itself in respect of the Emergency in
Ceylon.

What worries me about the Emer-
gency and its maintenance 1s not, if

I may adopt what may yet become a
celebrated phrase of the Hon. Minis-
ter of Agriculture, whether it is rank

hypocrisy. I do mnot propose to
discuss that. What I want to say 1s

this. If we look at all the periods of
time that have been involved and
look like being involved in the future
this whole emergency business is
becoming normality.

Bewldn 0535 @eACw
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I am not now raising the question
of your attacks, Mr. Prime Minister,
on the governments of the past, or
our attacks, Mr. Prime Minister, on
the Government of the present. I am
leaving that matter aside. It is
being dealt with appropriately by
suitable speakers.

I am on a much more fundamen-
tal thing, because I believe the
discussion and Debate on the Throne
Speech should be on questions of
high policy and not on those questions
of detail in the execution of policy,
which we can very well discuss in
detail during the Budget Debate
which is so close at hand. Five
hundred odd days of a monthly
revived Emergency, with Regulations
which manifestly are not intended
merely to be left unused—that is
what we have.

As my Friend, the hon. Member
for Panadura (Mr. Leslie Goonewar-
dene) pointed out, you have intro-
duced Regulations in order to
intervene in regard to co-operative
societies ; and recently, when the
postal sorters went out on strike you
came down with the hammer of an
Emergency on those people—

8. 8. ¢Sag w. (& mEd)
(B 1o G- oy 15 s0—@)r & Gleryyfl)
(Mr. D. P. Attygalle—Ratnapura)
Quite rightly.

@wd o8y @3, ¢ BT
(sor 5 Qarevdler oy 5 Foarnr)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If you like, quite rightly.

oG Cw.

(8- oy 195)
(Mr. Attygalle)
Quite rightly.

arrws e a5y nl. ¢ 8D
(sor G Qarevsler T - Poveurr)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If you like, quite rightly it is s0,
because it is your side that is using
the hammer and another side whose
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head is in the way—it may be right
until that hammer which you now
use smashes your head in Ratnapura.
Think before you interrupt, other-
wise I will cite the Prime Minister
for your pleasure and I hope it
will make your bedside reading.—
[Interruption]. My hon. Friend, the
Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) says it is use-
less recommending bedside reading to
the hon. Member kecause when he
goes to bed he sleeps immediately.
My trouble is that when he is awake
also he is sleeping. But that is a
matter of dormancy.

May I return ? We have had five
hundred odd days with an Emergency
and the Regulations being used. That
is my point. Thus, not merely the
framework of the emergency law but
the utilization of the emergency law
is becoming part of the normal
administrative and governing process
of this land.

Sir, respectfully, you were in
another capacity the president of a
very important organization, one of
whose objectives, I believe, is the
preservation of the rule of law,
whatever that may mean—an organi-
 zation which is avowedly concerned
with the defence of the liberty of the
subject.

What is the situation of a country
which has to depend upon emergency
laws as a continuing feature of the
everyday administration of that
country ? There is only this difler-
ence between that and straight
dictatorial rule which would be more
honourable. This is authoritarian
rule, if one wishes an alternative
term to cover this farce. The only
difference is this: there exists a
Parliament in which you can talk,
and when you talk you can have ill-
advised Ministers engaging in
needless taunts; once a month you
will go through the farce of renewing
that authoritarian structure, for when
you have a steamroller majority, the
reporting to Parliament is mere
formality, whatever the reasons.
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If the Hon. Prime Minister is, in
fact, the devotee of democracy that
he claims publicly to be, then he
should understand best that he is
undermining the democratic system.
undermining it daily, hourly and
minutely by maintaining an Emer-
gency in circumstances in which he
says officially through his Throne
Speech, through the mouth of His
Excellency the Governor-General,
that the majority of the people of
this country have taken favourably
to his measures. That is the opening
bar in the Throne Speech. So, his
saying it is needless.

Not until this Emergency is with-
drawn can this Government claim to
be in democratic control of this
country. Not until this Emergency
is withdrawn can you say that a single
of the by-elections that we have faced
or will face is being conducted
honestly, honourably, fairly or demo-
cratically.

I know of cases where policemen
have come during by-elections and
insisted on dispersing Opposition
groups on the ground that five people
are not allowed to gather together
under the Emergency Regulations.
So much for justice and fairplay.

I do not propose to make further
comments on this situation. I realize
that this system, on its last legs, in
its mortal agony, has to resort to these
things, but then let them honestly
and honourably and publicly say,
“We have to resort to this to keep
ourselves in power”, and then we
can guide ourselves accordingly.
Well, I will not use the celebrated
phrase of the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture and Food.

I wish to show you and this House
that this misuse of legal powers to
keep an Emergency needlessly going
is misuse of the power vested by law
in the Government, for the Governor-
General must act on their advice, and
that this is spreading into every field.

I am at this moment concerned
with another matter, and I am glad
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Local Government
who was abroad is here—a very old
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friend of mine. I believe he is
responsible for local government in
this House. I wish to tell him
something ; I do not know how far he
is aware of it. If he is aware, I
would ask him to look into it.

The Moratuwa Urban Council
Chairman is the last in a series of
Opposition chairmen, into which falls
a certain Jaffna chairman whom the
Privy Council viadicated, who is
faced with charges by a Minister who
is vested with wellnigh dictatorial
powers in respect of his control of
local bodies. Under the various local
authorities Acts the Minister of Local
Government can call upon any
chairman to show cause why he
should not be dealt with by the
Minister including removal from
office for alleged misuse or abuse of
power. He can make his representa-
tions. The Minister can come to his
1 own conclusion. With some experi-
ence of writ procedure, I say, the
writ procedure is useless against the
Minister, and as an ex-Solicitor-
General and Atorney-General the
present Minister knows that best of
all.

Further, when you act as Minister
and remove the chairman of the local
government body, he loses his rights
in respect of that local government
body for five years, always without
any of that recourse to the courts
which the celebrated Rule of Law is
supposed to demand.

Today the Chairman of the
Moratuwa Urban Council has been
presented with a set of charges which
I have seen and waich I am looking
into.

ceCemades BaNBBY
(QLr&L_ir pra&prser)
(Dr. Naganathan)
Professionally ?

aDeh eS8y @l ¢ 8
(seorfl G Qaradlar oy 1. foar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

My Friend, I know the etiquette of
my profession obviously better than
vou know yours.
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HNOWIEH DSBNEDDS

(et suTprUST Yeulser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I would request the hon. Member

to continue with his speech without
taking notice of the interruptions.

@i e 3y @d. ¢ 8E o

(sor &) Garedller oy 19 &Geoveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes, Sir. I was speaking to my
Friend, the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Local Government.
This is the point I wish him to carry
and the honourable House to carry in
mind when this matter develops.

The present situation in the Mora-

tuwa Urban Council is as follows.

The Opposition in this House is in
power there. The Government in this
House is in opposition there. The
division is six to six with
Mr. T. L. C. Peiris, a Member
of the S. L. F. P.,, as chairman.
More than one effort has been
made to try and displace him by the
only process which could be used,
voting. But since the local govern-
ment law demands that there shall be
a two-thirds majority in order to dis-
place a chairman, even when all the
six of the opposition vote together
they cannot achieve it.

Now, I would ask the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to examine that.
There is going forward a political
manoeuvre in the guise of the use of
the Minister’s power. If Mr, T. L. C.
Peiris is dismissed from his chairman-
ship, not only does he lose his rights
for five years, but even if he wins
them the object of the United
National Party there is achieved, for,
if the chairman is removed the pro-
portion becomes six to five in favour
of the present opposition. Then they
elect their own man as chairman.
And then even if he wins the by-
election we do not have the two-
thirds to displace their chairman. It
has been worked out politically as
simple as that.

oé, Sy Redewnn
(Oserren oEsSonr R )
(An hon. Member)

We have to wait for our Govern-
ment to displace their chairman.
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(seor plG) Qsroveler oy 19. Gavan)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I say that these things are happen-
ing. I saw yesterday a letter presented
to the Chairman of the Agalawatta
Village Committee. What is the mar-
vellous letter ? It is a letter written
by the Government candidate in the
last two elections for Agalawatta, to
the Secretary of the United National
Party. A letter written by him to the
Secretary of the United National
Party is made the occasion and the
basis for calling upon the chairman
to attend at an inquiry. Where are
we heading ?

Now I am not on mere Emergency.
I am glad that the Hon. Prime Min-
ister is here for the remaining por-
tion of what I have to say. I could give
you multiple examples from various
departments in this way. I do not
propose to go into all these queer
court cases we had and so on. I do not
even propose to remind the Hon.
Minister of Industries that when he
says that this Government ordered
the Attorney-General to prosecute
Dr. Ratwatte he is making a very
damaging admission about his own
Government, and that when he says
that Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike’s
Government directed him to be pro-
secuted he is misusing words, that he
is admitting on the contrary that Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike was fair
and democratic enough to give per-
mission to a high official even to get
a Minister prosecuted if he could,
instead of saying “I will protect my
Minister ”. That is the true position.
That is by the way. I can give you a
multivlicity of cases but I have not
the time.

What is happening ? There is a
systematic and deliberate misuse of
the legal powers of the Government
and Ministers for partisan and politi-
cal purposes of the narrowest charac-
ter in the cause, I say—and that is the
next matter I want to deal with—of
building up corruption as the syste-
matic basis of the political structure
whirh this Government is trying to
maintain. I do not propose to go into
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all this business about gentlemen who
are becoming suddenly richer on
tractor permits or any other permits.
So long as there is a permit system
some of these things will happen. But
my point is this, and here again if the
Hon. Prime Minister is serious on the
question of corruption which is my
next point, I say he is building up a
systematic corruption organization in
this country which is providing for
his political structure and power the
real base. This is the first time we are
having Chicago politics as a national
phenomenon. I hope the United States
of America’s Ambassador will not
write to me tomorrow for making
open references here to what is pub-
lic in the United States of America.
I am only speaking of this. Corrup-
tion systematically used, power sys-
tematically misused, law partisanly
applied, administration deliberately
discriminated, these can be made to
interlock into a powerful system of
corruption besides which the habit
of giving 50 cents to a peon to get
some work done pales into the utmost
insignificance.

Why is it that a man wanting a job
in the C. T. B. must be introduced
by someone of the Government
Party ? Why is it, as I found in
Agalawatte recently, that a man who
is coming for the money he is enti-
tled to in respect of his house is asked
by an official, “ Have you brought a
letter from the candidate of the
United Nationay Party ? ” Why is it,
Sir, that men who are without a
fourth standard pass can get into
posts which are advertised as re-
quiring people who have passed the
S. 8. C.? How is it, Sir, that some
of our corporations are, accordion-
like, stretching almost infinitely, so
that you may give them an extra fil-
ing of unnecessary labour ? Why is it
that your own advisers from ECAFE,
coming from abroad, have had to say
to you, to this Government, that
there in the Port Cargo Corporation
you are deliberately keeping and re-
cruiting thousands of people whom
vou pay Rs. 450 a day for nothing ?
Why is it ? Because, I say, these are
parts of a centrally-organized, well-
arranged plan.
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Why is it that even in the private
sector, men who have had the
slightest contact with the Opposition
ar its politics are got rid of legally or
illegally, fairly or unfairly ? Why ?
All this is apparently a new pheno-
menon. This is the corruption, Mr.

Prime Minister, that should concern
us.

If somebody in this honourable
House is wanted to be investigated
by the Bribery Commissioner and the
Hon. Speaker finds that there is no
evidence, the matter cannot be pur-
sued as the law stands at present.
There can be no evidence without an
investigation. This is all very beauti-
ful. To investigate you must have the
permission of the Speaker. Without
an investigation you cannot have the
material to cause the Speaker to give
permission to investigate. Well,
change the law if you are concerned
with bribery in this House. You can
do so with celerity instead of bringing
Bills which the Privy Council is
going to render illegal very soon, as
in the case of Mr. Kariapper.

There are ten million things like
this, but I do not want to take the
time of the House discussing them.
I say to this honourable House :
never mind one or the other of the
examples I have given. That is not
the point. There is a system of cor-
ruption that is being made the basis
of your power structure. If that gains
root and if the Opposition fails to
uproot it, this country is doomed,
whoever is in power.

Sir, I did not think I would live to
see the day when young fellows of
eighteen and twenty years of age
would tell me, “Why are jyou
troubling me to study further and
gain higher qualifications ?” I have
had it said to me: You know, Sir,
that today, in Ceylon, the important
thing is not to have the right qualifi-
cation or the right skill ; the import-
ant thing is to have the right relatives
in the right places.” When young
fellows become as cynical as that,
something is going wrong with this
country. And what is the use of our
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discussing whether 12 per cent. is
better than 2 per cent. when, at the
end of it, the whole business is going
to blow up one corrupt show ?

I beg of this honourable House that
both sides of this House should co-
operate in destroying this system.
How can you have anything but
corruption when, in a by-election, on
the one side, a man is brought by the
police for assaulting another in their
very presence, and on the other, a
Parliamentary Secretary shoots in
and takes the man away, not even on
bail 2 All these have happened, and
I know it.

Sir, I find no reference to the era-
dication of corruption in the Throne
Speech. What about the fight against
corruption that this Government was
to initiate ? Is it that they have
capped it with such corruption of
their own that they cannot see the
corruption they were going to up-
root ? What has happened to the
matter of the cheque which the
C.W.E. Commission you appointed
found had been given by the present
Chairman of the C.T.B., apparently
as a bribe ? What happened to it?
My own relative—that is why I raise
it

2. & ¢ BCD S (ACECH)
(B ore. &. 19 Aveur—uen g w)
(M. 1. €lde Silva—Balapitiya)

He is now collecting further com-
missions.

e Deh enCE 85y @& ¢ BED
(soor BB Qarevdler o 1. Goaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

When these things happen in the
country it is idle to say that the
country will not become cynical
about its future. May I turn, since
I came to youth, to the question of
youth which is my next point.

BawiEn DN DS
(2.1 FUTBTLIGT 9ol &6T)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Will the hon. Member kindly
restrict himself to the time allotted
to him ?
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(sor e Qasrddler o 1. Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
I was given an hour.

$eeTeEn DABHEDH
(2-u LT BTILST Byaui&er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Five minutes more for the hour.
That is why I am telling you.

Gdwdh emE 35 @d. ¢ Bdo
(sorflS Qaredfler 20 1. Foar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Thank you very much. I am your
most obedient servant in this House.

It has peen said, permit me to
remind this House, that according to
the most recent census statistics,
fully 65 per cent. of the people of
this country today are of the age of
25 or less. That is what I have been
informed. It matters not if it is only
60. The predominant majority of the
people of this country are below 25
years. Now I ask that a further fact
be brought into play. That is the new
generation. That is not only our
future but a future that is already
with us. What we do with them will
determine the future of this country
much more than what we do with
ourselves. If we choose after dinner
on occasion to behave a little up-
roariously in this House it is far more
serious that it is a bad example to
that younger generation than that it
shows lack of restraint in ourselves.
That is not my point ; that is purely
by the way.

This new generation is substan-
tially an educated generation; it is
a literate generation ; it is a schooled
generation. It is said that there are
5 1/2 lakhs of young people who have
no room in the schools, but I am not
joining issue with the Hon. Minister
of Education, for, since he says he
has not enough money to build, he
must be glad that a large number are
not attending school ! That is by the
way. What is to happen to this gene-
ration in the matter of jobs—and not
just any job but jobs which are com-
mensurate with the education they
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have received and jobs which they
can get not by reason of official
patronage but by reason of their
rights in respect of the qualifications
they have achieved ?

What is there in this Throne Speech
on that question ? I am not on just
general unemployment. In the
countryside a man of some courage
and enterprise who has not the land
and has not the education will just
walk into a Crown land forcibly,
occupy a piece of it and cling on to
it long enough to cause the Hon.
Minister of Lands to issue him a
permit for it. Well, he can do it ; but
what about all these young people ?
If we educate them it is social waste
not to use them appropriately. What
are you going to do with them ? And
here I come to the central topic of
our Debate. Mr. Deputy Speaker,
please give me five minutes.

We have been debating food pro-
duction and agriculture till in fact
we have been educated in it up and
down and down and up, inside out
and outside in, and we are like that
celebrated person in Omar Khayyam
who went out by the same door as in
he went ! But the point is this: It is
clear from the Throne Speech and
from this Debate that this Govern-
ment is pinning its faith on the
achievement of one thing in the next
few years. It is in fact not deeply
concerned with the rest at all. It
says that self-sufficiency in food is
the objective of our economic policy
and to that it is subordinating every-
thing else. I am not going to discuss
whether that is a suitable objective.
I am not going te discuss when you
are hoping to achieve that object, but
I am going to discuss a much more
serious thing.

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Food has repeatedly cited to us
revorts from the U. N. O. and
UNESCO and all the rest of it but
he does not seem to read the correct
report because in the correct report
they insist and point out that to
solve the agricultural problem in an
under-developed country you have to
solve certain social problems, certain
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political problems, and certain tenu-
rial problems. And that is politics.
If you do not mind, that is the crux
of the problem. That is why we are
concerned as to what are the true
social objectives of your Govern-
ment’s policies.

It is all well and good to say after
coming to this honourable House
that we must somehow produce food
and therefore you must not cavil at
57,000 acres being given to rich
capitalists who are going to be more-
over decoyed into investing heavily
in food production in order that we
may have enough to eat. Every one
of those gentlemen will tell you that
they are much more concerned with
the tax concessions than with the
enterprise itself, and they also know
that if they fail in the enterprise yet
they can achieve the tax concessions
at the same time. They know also
that, once they have imported the
machinery, if you go to them and
say, “ We are cutting you off ”, they
can still sell the machinery and make
much more than they lost.

What this Government is engaged
in in the name of food production
and self-sufficiency in food is the
creation of a new group of food-pro-
ducing, rich capitalists, the so-called
gentlemen-farmers. That is the capi-
tal in food production. They no doubt
also hope that they will be the
pillars of the U. N. P. in the country-
side, channelling the U. N. P.
political influence, the controllers of
the vast mass of little men in the
countryside for whose support they
have now to fight more directly.

But my point is this: no under-
developed country up to today has
succeeded in solving the problem of
agriculture along those lines. That is
the point. None. And we cannot do
it either. Secondly, if you say that
you are concentrating on food produc-
tion through big capitalists, what is
the employment channel that you
are going to provide for the displaced
people on the land? All large-scale,
highly capitalized agriculture results
in enhancing production but in an
ever-decreasing number of emplo-
yees. The United States of America.
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your advisers, are the best example.
An ever-decreasing proportion of
their population are producing an
ever-increasing proportion of the
agricultural products, but all those
people being released from the coun-
tryside are drawn into the ever-
expanding industry. But, accepting
what the Hon. Prime Minister
stated in one of the earliest
Debates in this House—I read it as
reported—you give primacy to agri-
culture over industry. I submit, the
only correct principle is the overall,
all-round development of the econo-
my so that the displacements on the
one side will be the absorption on the
other in the labour field.—[Interrup-
tion]. You have advised me not to
touch on interruptions, even from my
own side. Sir, I recognize that.

I am sorry, I wanted to make some
reference to foreign policy but I will
not do so now and eat into my
Opposition Leader’s time.

88&elr @md. 8. A e Ta.
(g Y@ E G)

(s SPwrCar Hf. ie. UewLTT
BITIL&&— 9] & ST HEDW )

(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
Attanagalla)

You can have five or six minutes
of my time.

aDul e 8y @i ¢ B

(sorf G Oarevdfler opi- 15 Gover)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If you do not mind, Sir, my Collea-
gue and fair Leader is willing to

accord five to seven minutes of her
time to me.

Do &y D BNGRDBS

(e FLTFIILSGT Sl &6T)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I have no objection if that is so,

because already you have taken five
minutes extra.

@SS eE 8%y @d. ¢ 8¢
(sor G Qsrevalar i 19 Davaur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I thought five minutes of that

time was taken by the Hon. Minister
of Transport. In fact he was In such
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a transport of indignation that he for-
got the time. And when I emerged
in my turn, I was in such a transport
of anger that, maybe, I also forgot
the time.

I want to say two more things. One
is this. I notice that the Hon. Minis-
ter of Agriculture thought it fit to
throw a taunt in our direction. He
cited something from an S. L. F. P.
govemment document and said,
‘_Well, you must also take responsi-
bility now because you are now in
alliance with them.” He knows that
it is an incorrect remark.

aé 8. &, D
(Cserrey 6rib. to. LIGRTL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I do not know.

1wl cE I @i, ¢ B

(serpls Qareveller 2yi- 1y Heveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Well, T will explain. Sir, this is a
political matter and does not need a
private invitation because no doubt
you would accept it unlike your Col-
leagues. When you form a front you
are not taking responsibility in any
form for the past of any other party.
When you form a front, secondly,
you make adjustments between the
policies of parties. Each side modifies
itself in necessity to the other.
Thirdly each side takes responsibility
for the other in so far as future
policy and activities are concerned.

aé D8, &. aZh

(Qsorrey ortb- 1o, LiGHTLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

That is what we have done.

@l eI @l ¢ BCD

(ser Bl 5 Qareveller - 19- Seveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That is not what you have done. I
wish you would take responsibility,
for instance, for some of the hon,
Members who support you today.
You would have much responsibility
not easy to be discharged, including
the responsibility of the hon. Member
who is just leaving (Dr. E. M. V.
Naganathan).

1967 £E 19

062
298 cuddond 8Eag dDgw
ady o2, @l. L%y
(Qazorres Cog, oy anuIaUl F6T )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
It applies to both sides.

@ah GG B8sY @B, ¢ B

(sor Bl G Qasresier gy iy Feveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Of course, it does. Your coalition
and ours—the only difference is that
we say so; you pretend it is not so.
Otherwise, yes.

About foreign policy, I want to
say only one thing, and I will say it
in three minutes. Sir, the consequen-
ces of the present situation in regard
to the Suez Canal are sufficient
pointers to the importance of this
country taking a correct attitude to
the Middle East crisis. We will soon
have to pay extra not only for our
oil but also for a number of other
things because they have to come
round the Cape of Good Hope. So,
we have to act correctly in this situ-
ation.

Sir, in foreign policy as in all
other matters, the first requisite is
to know on which side you are.
If you do not know that, you are like
a cork upon the waters. For my part,
I take liberty and leave to say on the
Floor of this House that so long as
the State of Israel is the projection
of the power of imperialism into the
Middle East that it is, so long will 1
certainly take, unconditionally and
unreservedly, the right of the anti-
imperialist Arab forces to drive Israel
out of that area. I say no less.

o esYHTlewwy

(Qserres yESS ST DRI )

(An hon. Member)

Minister Mohamed is not here.

@HnBs em@ By @b. ¢ 8CD

(ser B G Qaraeier yf 1. Aeveunr )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

No, Sir. I am not like an Hon.
Minister who discovered that he must
be with the Arabs only when he is
at prayer in the mosque. That is the
position.
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Now, already, interested voices are
speaking internationally of the need
to re-convert the Suez Canal into an
international waterway under inter-
national administration. There is
imperialism seeking to recover what
it lost ten years ago. Ten years ago,
in the setting of another imperialist
Israeli adventure, President Nasser
succeeded in regaining for Egypt
what is her ewn.

An international waterway is
merely a waterway that is needed for
international use. But nowhere in law
or in reason is it said that because a
thing is needed internationally there
must be international control of it.

If you accept that principle, why,
our tea is more needed internatio-
nally. Therefore, obviously our tea
estates will have to be controlled
internationally !

aé @5y Bllewwy
(QserTon OS5 Eaul GHAIT)
(An hon. Member)

Our ports ?

@2rad o3 @d. ¢ 8D

(seor f 5 Qamrevsiler i 1. Heovaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

This is bunkum. Colombo, Trinco-
malee, all these ports are used inter-
nationally. They are international
ports. Will you on that principle agree
to hand them over to international
authority ? No.

The same goes for the Suez Canal.
We say, Sir, that the Suez Canal
belonged to Egypt, belongs to Egypt
and must continue to belong
to Egypt, and only the day when that
is recognized in practice and put
into operation will Ceylon again be
free to obtain its goods from abroad
by the shortest and cheapest way.

I will not talk about Vietnam. It will
take too long. But I am happy to see
that the celebrated Da Nang base, a
place that was supposed to be
invincible and unassailable, has found
that missiles can reach it to the point

Bewddm 9535 @eFAC®
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that 100 good American planes are
wiped out within an hour by little
Vietnam, for 30-odd years fighters
against imperialism. Here arose the
anti-imperialist cause such as history
has never seen. Whoever lets it down,
this Opposition will stand by its side
to the end.

Thank you, Sir, for being patient
with me, and my apologies that
having intended to start quietly I did
not start quietly; that having
managed to go on quietly, I have not
ended quietly.

&. oo, 2.28
B8enredd Azdmdsnem S,

(Sl PPwrCar LavLT1prss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)
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ady DECE et PNBNGD
(Qsorros LL afl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
What are you reading ?

B8enes] T mésnekm e
(Bans 8plwrCar LIGHT LTI BT U5 )
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

This is a photostat copy of a letter
which appeared in the “Jana Dina”.
The letter is written by Mr. Senevi-
ratne.

ab DNE et INBNED

(Qaorros Lt afl CoE@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

It may be true. I thought it was
a Ministry communication.—[Inter-
ruption].

Dewldn DSENGDHNSH

(2.1 FLITBTIIET 9l ST )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! Please do not inter-
rupt. There is not much time left.
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INDO-CEYLON PACT

There are no firm answers and, quite
obviously, the Indo-Ceylon Agreement
was going to be good political fuel, to be
used by the Opposition and Mr. Senana-
yake’s Government. But, Mr. Thonda-
man, the leader of the Ceylon Workers
Congress (whom ] have always found
most interesting to talk to), was quietly
confident. He felt that the estate
workers of Indian origin held several
trumps in their hand; (A) There could
be no large-scale migration of estate
labour from Ceylon as the plantations
were the mainstay of the economy.
(B) With the SLFP and the UNP wvote
in the Sinhalese areas being roughly
similar, an electoral win was possible only
with the fourteen seats in the hill couniry
where the vote of those estate labourers,
who were Ceylon citizens, was important,
By 1970 it was expected that these votes
would influence 20 constituencies
(C) Even assuming that, say, 400,000
estate labourers could be persuaded to
return to India (the agreement provides
for India accepting up to 525,000) where
would Ceylon find the foreign exchange
to let these people take back their
savings of up to Rs. 4,000 a head ? ”

c® wmacwsy VFy 8%, 3,00,000
D0 68 S8 BEIMB D C1EAD gB»S
5.25,000% wedsTen B 9D Sy
630 B8y w®en® wsYem. 6ZNZY 8
o5y O’ O@wecn 60 recwx®) @
s, 1970 25 80 @B »sAs
DO CA® guensy B wwmen BT
BYe BT ROCO gpew O VY.
geed e ¥ DB ¥ Ve Bud
g8 smHm0 84D Yo, deed
58300 g8 84D Yo ezNeIB. FI


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

977
goaRménHed D!

88 @ 28 @O ewgem &Iy
ge® S4JA i Hem SRed e
End BOSODEO v T YEIA
2ésT0 ¥t HE® g8 emg ¢
8, & 1@y Vewsy g8 wdD BEYJ
Oy Bg DO QY §H® s
BT e wryesy c®m @B BsHENd
65T S me WEE B VW DG,
e ®ef Ve onwwwny & NG
6 DodCsy mew®, BIew.

ab BDewiss DOBNGHRSS, 03I
D WG en O WEBYO V.

o ¢&. 8, ¢d. T. &E8weewmE G
(eQmes n w@od 1B DO SEIG
§G193)

(Qzorras gg. ertb. i ar- FAWGSTON—
SNl STFFTT IYIDEFEFT )

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—
Minister of Education and Cultural
Affairs)

& Gozw Bewed wnfBed £SedEmW
o ars’ ¢ 15 o 86 Befew
Bumd. [@dh HEP]

28&ned] ALY MSNGD Sl

(DS @pwrCer LarLrrpruss)

(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

a®, mYsynsyeasy wHMERLYI
T exye? [dh RNEew] 8w
D ey @0 £ Hwmd. & Do
2P By Be®D. BOE B WE €¢SC
cOBE BHO w@pmewnsy Qed BLE
e exnedB. demnzy Sdw DS
DEGDY 2HBD.

btheem) DHNED BB 68 6N
e D Hwsy O Ve :

“ el ew RO Bo gBey B Hwed cwied
20E 26 com HedE HBm» ©wd8ec Bd
e H80e, Bvdmwm god B3m» @® i
e PesBe® ¢ BoHamd BB SR
DOy HEDE w® Q&:AE® FRNIWE WS
am.”

6O eI FPET P& ad &
cBy eB) BN Gotbhesm) DB 63
aDEDT WEETO YOG ! Guew PIW
GO W BEOODD, WHERHD G
i 6a® B O3 T Be o
28570 PP cew ernedR. wOWS
50 6® qeTRD wthdend @ B

1967 & 19

978
BB ewldznd BgAe Icw
oD WDOWD emmg BHud, oew
Busyd 8D Yeed. Berwf Bem
833022 !

6® e Red BEMBe® Dwed OB
DN WO Gewmny »nd DECO®
ALY DB B ZODB. By @0 O
DS g Y HIGsY T BHon
B BeHns =G. 005 8@ méem
e JB OB M@, Dew Bewsy
®0 @8 vy oY ey HEO B BN
D BeA®. DT N5y et O SHW
@, AFed v8d w8 do amn 8
8Ee®sY med s Duws gusyd
o e 2. ¥ sdm gosld
@5y 5 ememn) eseRed WS Bw g3
ey 2 DSNnem® & gde Hed
S 85 B 88 Benw & oD
g5y @ Cilpees muan. & gd
D8 el 9E8unY men, Sod B
0l wendy anf WS . & TO
84T Deed wuon. & ndm wened
w0’ 8wl &HEs @OBPS @Y
DEBY B Béems ey, T DO @& S
deensy el ¢® wndens ol ged
bk OB D & ¢l . Sots
e Befew & ném 086D A&
DR 6nDD, cnDTy; G @5
N8 Peow. w8 50 gom® gweenY
ey 6 w8 qgyd. @0 Snm
080 onsY O el »8 @O ecwy DY
OB BeAMe B 6EHsY D
cFene wme. grIBeE I dm
wndl® BIR Pem, @& Bdeciz I
DBy B2 BBIQ EBY .

@& & @l Swddn
(Qaorra Cog. oy eguiaui Her)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
25000 S€22.

8881627 DT wéNED s,

(Smin &) B PiorCaur LIS T T BTIISS)

(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

D9 ; 2Nbend? gsd anx’d g
@8 gy e sy o8 Sigem.

0 e3d B W ©é VY 5DE Ve
wendebdwd D D& P
e e S RO s ewmsy


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

979
Fepoandn&es %D .
[BE@&edd Redmbonwm &w.]

9e® O¢ BF 8B Bw O
D&. G088 Lbh T p@en 6©9ddns
Gé & W6 oY ® a8 DéxYm» 9d
gy o). YY F8C demzy GdES
S p@en eweédn m»HdY OSme
sHng eTen. as) Goonesny esn&d
Doy mwd & 83w e,
Rew NéeDE BOY Y HR&HO 865D
O5f acdce eerndxm BPew. OO
oo MBSO &F P &@B&EdD
G088 EmbF 6cendme®sy HeIN.
a8 & mHYD 8¢ wéxem msyen?
GguQ 868NV B8 BY B BOensy
g 2 wryexm VwBeme ? o8B
B C Ne®m 6®adDw Gl & WO
oy 5 885 BPeR c©9édwsy B
28 oY 5n. e BeEFclwd 6 dND
DS A DNy ek} BIBO
G5 Q2 e8] sy @w o5y 5 ;
608 BB mBRO! 226,
eg B85 @B Bwd DD ended ?
egfBsy O @wd &€ wmefyp 8cC
Sedw 83BOw mBwO cam wrl® 9B
cemEhe ? S5y5nd0 GOwB guend ewxY
DT gec 8edw 3BOw nBG. DYDY
c® B8RBwd esE e i DY N5y
eecO dec ® 8530w BEABID.

6008 WA &¢®»E S @E3BO
Bedsy Ben SBE BB5D o WEBIO
830953 2@ . g e L NS
B3N BNNO 8LHSID mADW B
BRew. & DAY echdemw qugds. &
Gcnbed8® & wwednd BDewe
e, sy ndm b & YD gessy
s Boo @8 EBEE ¢endme®sy
2D Bwd® W6 BeRnd. sefewnsy gD
D6 DB cOTE & Cotn Bewed BB
wd € Fwd 2OmB. &'y AT e
dewd. @b e BB oo “ewed
ACE” ! ¢S 92880 6® wdNS Y
Bedn B 86 Tacwnsy D ®EEO
80D 9@y suen. 68 Gguew Y W B
BHnomd ®Owm DEHS HO Al e
@® ecxfem? & BB DwmMbSy
asy & ©8eg @odB Ensh
ccendme®@sy RO PPN BRWO Hwo

Bewldnm x5 @eFACw

980
BB ewfdznd BEae Stniw
GBNWMEBY BIed, thlend WO OB
ez, 15Y & B Dond@sy &t

D6 BB BHevH.

ol 0. 8. D, LR (ewaNs
@OR)

(Q@orTes ortb. Im. 6T&F. @QUIGU GEOT—&F ST
STT YDIDEFFIT)

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—
Minister of Health)

He was promoted.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

Your brother-in-law ; it is a nice
coincidence.
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Please do not interrupt. Let her

go on. The Member can keep his
witticism to himself.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But you can stop at a place always.
You had a cavalcade of about ten
cars. I saw you. I passed you.

O RAE e NN
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

They must be some other cars. 1
have only the pilot car, my car and
a car behind.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Apparently, you do not know who
followed you.
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Order please, let the hon. Member
proceed.
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@, DRE o sheD

(Osorrer Lt ofl Co@pruiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, the hon.
Leader of the Opposition started her
speech by saying that there had been
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so many speeches in this Debate and
so much had been said that there
was hardly anything left for her to
say, but proceeded to make a most
vigorous attack.

88&1ee; AL wdrsnwm .
(Dpws &SwrCenr L rrprusEs)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

Some of those things had .to be
repeated.

aé, WRE o MBNGD

(Qzerrey L of) QJ‘@(@H'L{J&%&E}

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

She even threatened to blackmail
the Hon. Minister of Education (Mr.
Iriyagolle) on some sweet nothings
he seems to have whispered into her
ear at some weak moment.

B8&1e7 Do NésNwkD I,
(B @pwrCair LarL T pruss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

How do you know that he whis-
pered ?

@ ARG ow BN
(Ozorres L ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

My plight after hearing all these
speeches, and being the last to speak,
is worse than hers. But I shall con-
trive, as far as possible, within the
time allotted to me to deal with some
of the important matters that have
been raised during the course of this
Debate. It may be that I will have
to stress some aspect that has been
alluded to earlier to make my point.

Hon. Members are well aware of
the fact that certain Ministers have
already taken part in the Debate and
dealt with very important aspects of
Government policies. Now, the main
theme in the various speeches has
been the paucity of goods, rising pri-
ces and various matters of that
nature. Even the Fair Leader of the
Opposition had occasion to refer to
these things. One might think that
the honourable and fair Lady had
forgotten what occurred during her
regime.

BHewidry O35 @eFVCw
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E8&edy Ay andmnwn .

(B &plwrCanr Lewri rrpruss)

(Mrs. Sirimawo Bandaranaike)

We never had such shortages.

s VLE ow N6

(Qsarren 1 ofl Co@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Perhaps it would be useful to re-
mind this House about the shortage
of salt. We had to get salt from
Pakistan. Some used to complain that
it was very bitter salt, indeed ! Even
the hon. Member for Nikaweratiya
(Mr. M. Tennakoon) had to parade
in a span cloth to show that no mamo-
ties were available to the cultivator.

OC-ACDY B s,
((Q(-_’ﬁ' Bevms T ger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
What is the position today ?

O, e ey Ow. (B21E8w)

(,@@ ertd. G @erar&Garear—mpasCairt.
el

(Mr. M. Tennakoon—Nikaweritiya)

It is worse now.

oét DRE ot 5NBNGD

(Qaorres 1 of]l CoE@pridas)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Even though worse, I still have to
see you parade in a span cloth or

something worse because the situa-
tion is worse.

OGS sY > .
(B @omsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

What about your Minister of Home
Affairs ?

ad VLE et BNINGD
(Qserres 1 ofl Coepruiés)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Then again she has forgortten how
one had to take one’s old cycle tyres
to the co-operative store; how one
had to hand one’s old torch batteries
back. Of course, with the passage of
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time the human mind adjusts itself
and forgets the unpleasant times one
went through. That is the natural
reaction of every man.

However, I think the answer to all
these cuestions can be found in a
look at the economic situation. I am
sorry to have to deal with these
matters, but I will do so as briefly
as possible because only then will
hon. Members realize the very diffi-
cult problems that this country is
faced with. This serious set-back can
be seen when we compare the two
years, 1965 and 1966. Hon. Members
will agree that 1965 was not a boom
year for exports. In 1966, as a result
of the drop in prices of tea and coco-
nut products alone, we lost Rs. 240
million in foreign exchange. The
mere drop in prices of those two
commodities alone resulted in a loss
of Rs. 240 million in foreign ex-
change, and, as I said earlier, 1965
was not a boom year. In fact, this
drop has only one other parallel.
That was in 1952, fifteen years ago,
when there was a sudden recession
after the Xorean boom. It is
unfortunate that I had to face that
too.

eHndn £5Y. 20, emell
(soor Bl G erer. ortb. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Ha! ha! ha!

o IDE o NN

(Qzorres L ofl Co@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I know what you are going to say.
Ha! ha! ha! Keep it for your next
speech. Ha! ha! ha!

However, that disastrous situation
did not follow because of certain
mitigating circumtances. I now refer
to the much criticized foreign aid. It
was because of certain receipts of
foreign aid from donor countries that
those consequences which would
otherwise have followed did not

follow.

Now, I would like to give a few
figures relating to aid. This loss in
foreign exchange was made up par-
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990
BB cwidznd EAc B&gw

tially, firstly by an inflow of commo-
dity aid of approximately Rs. 132
million, secondly by net drawings
from the I. M. F.  Rs. T1 million
approximately, and thirdly by run-
ning down the international reserve
of the Central Bank from Rs. 282
million to Rs. 143 million at the end
of 1966. The foreign aid coupled with
drawings from the I. M. F. and the
running down of our international
reserves helped us to import some
of the essential commodities.

I would like to say that the first and
second aid programmes negotiated
for 1965 and 1966 were for a total of
Rs. 421 million which was pledged.
Up to the end of June approximately
Rs. 227 million has been received.

So we must realize, and that has
been emphasized in the Throne
Speech, that there is a sharp decline
in the prices of the country’s export
commodities. That is a factor which
hon. Members impartially examining
the question must agree is beyond
our control, beyond the control of
whatever government is in power.
In the first paragraph itself we
emphasize that fact to bring home
to the country and the people that
there is a critical financial situation.
There is no doubt about it. We do
not want to hide the fact and explain
to the people that everything is all
right. No ; everything is far from all
right. We are going through a very
serious economic situation, caused to
a great extent by factors beyond our
control.

The tea industry is facing a crisis.
Various steps as regards substitution
for imports, whether it be on the food
side or industrial side, had to be
taken and are being taken so that
this country can meet that challenge
as it has met challenges of a similar
nature in the past. When the coffee
blight came vast areas that are in tea
now faced the crisis. But the country
changed its form of cultivation, met
that crisis and overcame it.

The hon. Member for Agalawatte
spoke about agriculture and industry,
and stated—I do not know whether
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he actually meant it—that I have
stressed that there should be hardly
any industrial development, that
agriculture alone must be our main
pursuit.

&HNnB e 3y @, ¢ M

(sar 5 G Qarevalear oy 19 Heveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That agriculture, you said, had
primacy over industry. That was the
phrase I used.

a& ARVE ew NN

(Gasor ey L ef @J@(gﬂm&%&)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Primacy ? Correct. But that does
not mean I, in any way, deprecate the
development, or do not appreciate the
need for the development, of indus-
tries in this country. After all, our
policy is substitution for imports of
agricultural produce and industrial
products. We have made that per-
fectly clear- That is the policy we
are pursuing. In the past I had
occasion to say how important

and how necessary agricul-
tural development is for indus-
trial development. That is, we

need machinery for industrialization.
We need raw material.

Today our position, even with this
restricted quantity of imports of
essential foods, is that for food alone
we spend over Rs. 800 million of our
external assets. Over Rs. 800 million
worth of exchange is spent in bring-
ing essential foods alone even on this
restricted scale. Well, where is the
exchange for industrial expansion if
we go on like this? Therefore, the
production of that very food in this
country itself is an essential adjunct
to the industrialization of this
country.

And who is going to buy the indus-
trial products of this country but the
people of this country ? I do not say
100 per cent. With various customs
barriers, protection by other countries
of their own industrial products, we
got to look to the home market.
Where is the home market when the
agricultural population is poor and
agriculture is at a low level ? What is

Bewldym O35 @edaGw
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the use of all your industrialization
when you cannot sell your industrial
goods at home ? Therefore, raising
the standard of the farmer, the culti-
vator, is also an essential adjunct to
the industrialization of this country.
Many countries, especially our neigh-
bouring countries, are experiencing
that too much emphasis on industria-
lization, neglecting agricultural deve-
lopment, is not wholly satisfactory.
India itself is placing greater
emphasis today on her agriculture
and laying less emphasis on indus-
trialization, because of her own
experiences.

Now, much has been said about
food production. I was not here when
the hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central (Mr. Keuneman) spoke. He
said, “ Why should the Prime Minis-
ter go round the country ?” [Inter-
ruption]. There was a remark about
my camera. I am glad that he allows
me that luxury. Though we are poles
apart in politics, I think we share
many hobbies.

Now, going on to food production
activities, I must state that my going
round is no reflection on the activities
of my Ministers concerned with food
production. I will tell you why I go
round. It is for the simple reason that
we have a ministerial sub-com-
mittee of the Cabinet which meets
about once a week, of which I am the
Chairman. It is not only these two
Ministers who are in it. In that sub-
committee are also the Minister of
Home Affairs—the instrument we
are using is the kachcheri ; the gov-
ernment agents are under the
Minister of Home Affairs—and the
Minister of Education.—[Interrup-
tion]. I shall deal with the weeding
campaigns of the schools, later on in
my remarks. They are doing a
magnificient job.

8. 8 8. ey w. (&c exned
DBIDB SBFE)

(8 & @5 9. Q& erioar—G &mapLbL]
1055 epST(MLD OIS S ST )

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third
Colombo Central)

The Minister of State is also in the
sub-committee ?
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o WRE o’ NG
(Qaerrey L1 ofl Coepriiss)
(The Hon. Dudiey Senanayake)
Yes, he is also there. I was here
when the hon. Member for Badde-
gama (Mr. Neal de Alwis), spoke. I
see him coming in.—[Interruption].
He said, “ You boast of food produc-
tion ; the Prime Minister goes all
over the country. He is getting on
well. But look at the figures.” He
quoted figures for 1965-66. I wanted
him to quote the rainfall figures also.
Agriculture is a thing that is greatly
affected by the availability of water.
Any cultivator will tell you that. The
hon. Member will realize that during
two years there were droughts—1965
and part of 1966. He quotes the figures
for the drought years and says,
“ What is your crop ? In 1963 there
was a bigger crop.”

BE ¢ g dd Qw (BFedwd)
(8. foo g oyaflov— g6 F&1n)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)

I quoted the figures from 1962 to
1966 and said that even your 1965-66
ficsures were lower than the 1962-63
figures.

o DDE o sNwD
(Qzorrey i ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Yes, that is what I am saying. You
quoted the figures for two drought
years.

BE ¢ ec’Sed @wn.
(8. po g osaflon)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
1965 was the drought year.

ad DEE o8 NBNGD
(Ozorres it afl Corepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
1965 was the drought year.

B ¢ f?GP@aSP @csn.
(B Fo 19 oydrefian)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
1966 was not a drought year.

1967 £& 19
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(Caserre L afl CF@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senancyake)
1966 partially was a drought year.
All right, let us ignore the rainfall

figures. The Maha harvest this time
is the highest on record.

Gl e’y @l ¢ R
(s@r 5 ) Osreeler o0 - Heveut )

p=

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Why do you not attribute that to
the rainfall ?

ad, DEE ot NNGD

(Ozorrar -t ofl Co@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

T do. To a certain extent this has
been due to the very satisfactory
Maha season rains.

B ¢ a8« .
(8. Fo 19 geveiion)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
Those are not recorded as yet.

o EE e’ N
(Qseorreas L ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

They are recorded. I will give you
the figures. The total crop has been
34.4 million bushels, giving an ave-
rage yield of 40.34 bushels per acre,
as against the previous highest,
which was in 1963-64 Maha—a total
of 32.14 million bushels, giving an
average yield of 38.6 bushels per
acre. Now the average yield is 40.34
bushels per acre.

¢ cmBwm KS2IVP .
(Ecm- 19 Qeriiovr Feui e )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Due to the weather.

od, BRE o Mo

(Qaorras L ofl Co@)priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

All risht, but why not talk about

the weather when there is a droucht?
You want to have it both ways. When
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the figure came down the drought had
nothing to do with it ; when it came
up it was the favourable weather.

QCowCHY 53 Dcan.
(r@@] Bevma T 4 6ot )
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Restore the ration.

ad aEE o NG

(Caerra 11 afl Co@prusgs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I would like you to repeat that.
The only way in which even a part
of the ration can be restored is by
forcibly taking the grain from the
cultivators, and this Government is
not going to do that.

@3 e 35y @i, ¢ B
(sor G Qarevddler oy 19. Hoveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That is not correct.

aé, PVEE o NG

(Osorrar L afl CaF@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Of course, forcibly. During the war
years a price of Rs. 6 per bushel was
paid and the grain of the cultivators
was taken. Today the hon. Member
says, “Now you have produced so
much, restore the ration.” You must
take the surplus from  the
cultivators.

OConE m Det.
(B QovEssger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

That means you will never restore
it?

ob RE o NENGW
(Qaorre Lt afl Co@prss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
How can that be ?

ercsh cmE 25y q?'.rg. e BED
(soorfG Qamevsiler oyr. 1. feveuir )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You can buy at his price.

Bewldn O35 eHVC®
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aé, DG oW NNGWD

(Qaorre L1 ofl Co@pruds)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Buy at his price ?

oé €Y Fodowy
(QserTey 2S5 sal G )
(An hon. Member)
The traders are doing it.

@ DEE o HENGD
(Qaorres Lt ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

@@o%\éiﬂ"ﬁ? &cs.
(Bm Qomssger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Illogical.

cBE Sikee Ow. (§FBEaG)
(Bl Cearigy mrgguc%m——@osb@fﬁaw)
(Mr. George Rajapaksa—Mulkirigala)
Who was it? :

wé, RAE €W HENGD

(Qzorrey L ofl Cr@prudgs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

My father helped by your father,
who was a member of the same
Committee of Agriculture. Your
father was in the same Agriculture
Committee.

@2l e sy @l. ¢ 8¢
{&@Jﬂ‘;ﬁ'@ Q& raveyeor %&. 19- Aeovarr)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Thank God the sons are opposed
to each other!

ol RRE e NBNED
(Qaorras Lt ofl Co@pTuss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

However, another indication of the
crop is the open market price of rice.
You are aware that the price is fluc-
tuating between 85 and 95 cents a
measure. Your predictions were
something different.
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(Mr. Keuneman)

The price of rice is Re. 1.10 today.

OCoarlmy o e,
(S Qomsrsger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Your own radio announces that it
is Re. 1.10.

f?:@acé% cthE D5 ¢md. ¢ BE D
(s G Qamevaier T 1. Heovarr)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It varies from district to district.

aé; DEC o snsned

Qsorre L afl Co@priuss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

It varies it is true, but on an aver-

age it is about 85 to 95 cents.

eme%Y €.
(S Qserier)

(Mr. Keuneman)
That is the lowest.

OCoOCH B Dea.
(B Qeomsrger)
(Mr. Ilangarine)

It is Re. 1.10 to Re. 1.85 according
to the radio announcements.

ad; RE o NG
(Qsearorey Lt afl 'ﬁsr@rfmruésﬁ)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

In fact, because we had an open
market for rice, we anticipated the
price would rise much higher.

We expected to collect only 100,000
tons under the Guaranteed Price
Scheme. To give one measure of rice
we need to have 500,000 tons at our
disposal. Under the rubber-rice ag-
reement we get 200,000 tons from
China. Then we have a contract with
Burma for 100,000 tons. The contract
with Thailand is for 100,000 tons. We
estimated only 100.000 tons under the
Guaranteed Price Scheme.

1967 & 19
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What has happened ? For some
reason Burma is not able to keep to
their figure. We are glad that we
have had this unprecedented har-
vest.. We estimated that we would
get 100,000 tons for Maha and Yala,
but for Maha alone we have got
135,000 tons, with Yala still to come.
So under the Guaranteed Price
Scheme we shall probably get near-
ly double what was anticipated.
That is also an indication of price
levels in the open market. If the
price is high in the open market,
these quantities will not come into
the Guaranteed Price Scheme but
will be sold outside.

Now, hon. Members in their
amendments to the Address of
Thanks included a paragraph about-
tractors. I am very glad that they did
so because I am in a position to give
some facts and figures about trac-
tors which are very enlightening in-
deed. You have criticized this Gov-
ernment’s policy in regard to trac-
tors. Would you like to know what
your record has been?

In 1963, Rs. 6 million worth of
tractors, Rs. 2 million worth of im-
plements, and Rs. 2 million worth of
spares were imported. In 1964, Rs. 1
million worth of tractors, Rs. 2
million worth of implements, and
Rs. 75 million worth of spares were
imported. In the first half of 1965,
which is your half, Rs. 75 million
worth of tractors, Rs. 75 million
worth of implements, and Rs. 75
million worth of spares were import-
ed. These last figures relate to the
time when the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota was Finance Minister.

Now, that fell far short of our re-
quirements and the Government had
to make up for it by releasing,
against your Rs. 2.25 million, a total
of nearly Rs. 40 million for imports
of implements, spares, and tractors
in 1966-67. Against these allocations,
over 1500 tractors have already
arrived in Ceylon and a further 1,500
—/[Interruption.] I shall deal with
those allegations also in the course
of my speech.
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Now hon. Members will see that if
the cultivators were deprived and
starved of tractors that is not a
charge that we have got to answer.
Those across there will have to
answer that.

e omBw &S2ZA®» ©w.

(B 19 Qerdiovr & pler ser)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

But the cost of ploughing is much
higher now.

@8 emmE 3w @& ¢ B

(soorfF Qaradler gy 19 Hoar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That was not the charge. This is
setting up skittles to knock them
down! The charge was this: What-
ever tractors you may be getting
down. it costs as much as Rs. 70 an
acre for the use of a tractor.

od 90, &. g
(Oserres Grib. 10. LIGHTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

It was costing the same amount
even earlier.—[Interruption].

GrDnwh emCE a5y @d. ¢ BC &

(soorfl Qareder i g Haar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I am not intervening in the Debate.
I merely wanted to inform the Hon.
Prime Minister of what the charge
is, so that he may answer it. Nobody
need yell from behind about it.

oé AR ew BN
(Qaerra 1t ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Naturally, as a result of this back-
log there is a tremendous scarcity
of tractors throughout the country.
And, of course, the rate for plough-
ing has gone up. We do not say we
have done away with the backlog or
that this country has enough tractors
now to meet its needs. Nothing of the
sort. I quoted those figures to show
the wide difference in the importa-
tion of tractors under this Govern-
ment and the importation of tractors
under the previous regime. That is
the point I was making, and I say
still we are short of tractors and we

Bewldm OsJ5 @eIRVEw®
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have got a long way to go. Unfortu-
nately, buffaloes also are being
slaughtered and brought to Colombo.

&ithesh emnE 3sy @l ¢ 8E
(661):?;19‘@ GEreveler %ff. - Heveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You have no shortage of them in
your Government!

0 ¢ . DY BN (8eE &)

(Qserrear  ty 19

auair el & s—5 B
O ILDE FIT)

(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minister
of Finance)

The shortage is less on the other
side!

eE Y o
(5@ Qaeriser)
(Mr. Keuneman)

All the buffaloes on this side cross-
ed over!

ad RRIE et NG D
(Qaerres 1 ofl CaFE@)priss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

This food production drive is not
confined to rice production alone. It
was towards the end of last year that
we started this food drive in earnest,
and I remember Members from the
Northern and Eastern Provinces tel-
ling us at one of our Parliamentary
Group meetings: “ Do not be afraid
about red onions. We will be equal
to the situation and produce it.” T
am glad to be able to say that we are
75 per cent. self-sufficient in red
onions today.

c& 8. fawewns T (88x3)
(B Cn. & euuCsssr—iBfsn)
(Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere—Mirigama)
Where ?

o WEC e BNBNGR

(Oserrar i ofl Ca@)pruis)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

You are thinking of Bombay
onions. I am talking of red onions.
I admit there is a scarcity of Bombay
onions, but I specifically emphasized
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the fact that we are 75 per cent. self-
sufficient in red onions.—[Interrup-
tion]. You with your politics make
up for all the loss of red onions!

Then we come to chillies. I do not
say we have reached self-sufficiency
in chillies, but to give an idea of the
progress made I wish to remind the
House—hon. Members are aware of
it—that there is a small ration at a
lower price and free availability at
a higher price. That is there, but both
are not moving. That is a fact. Even
the small ration in some areas is not
taken at the lower price. There is a
tremendous step-up in chilli cultiva-
tion in Ceylon.

I need not say anything about eggs.
Time was when we were importing
Rs. 4 million worth of eggs into this
country. Today, not only are we self-
supporting, we are trying to export
eggs. The price of eggs has come
down by this production and today
there is over-procuction of eggs in
Ceylon.

Another aspect of this food produc-
tion programme which was criticized
was this. I remember on earlier
occasions the hon. Member for
Dompe giving notice to those various
commercial firms: “The moment we
come into power we will cancel those
leases at once.” At that moment I
did not realize that his Three-Year
Implementation Programme which
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Food read this morning contained
the same proposal as an article of
his policy. The Three-Year Imple-
mentation Programme of the hon.
Member for Dompe, when he was a
Minister in the previous Govern-
ment, contained a proposal to allow
commercial capitalist concerns to
open up acres of land, to provide
roads and tax concessions. I did not
realize it until I heard the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture mention it
today. I think he was quite correct.
Today we are in a crisis as regards
food ; food must be produced as
quickly and as fast as possible
without in any way endangering the
interests of the peasant cultivator.
The peasant cultivator is given every
assistance by the Government to
produce food.
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With regard to the question of
land, I must state that there is land
still available for cultivation, land
which can be exploited with the
money oi the private individual, land
which will be given to private indi-
viduals on lease for a period of
twenty-five years only and which
can be taken over by the Govern-
ment at the expiry of the Ilease
as developed lanc and handed over
to the peasantry itself without invest-
ing a cent of Government money in
its development.

t is very necessary that we produce
our own food as quickly as possible.
It is an urgent need. Look at the
international situation. We cannot
say at what moment a world war will
break out. We cannot be sure that a
difficult situation will not arise. If
that happens what is going to be the
plight of this country ? During the
last world war. our food came
because there were British soldiers
here. Ships had to bring their food
and along with their food our food
too was brought.

In the event of a world war
breaking out we will surely be
placed in a tremendously difficalt
situation, and that is why we must
make every possible effort to pro-
duce food, be it through the peasant
cultivator, the middle class, or the
capitalist class. We do not hide that
fact ; we definitely said that this a
part of our policy. In fact, until today
I did not know that this was a part
of the policy of the hon. Member for
Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara-
naike) when he was a Minister,
although he is very critical of this
very same policy of ours. Even
Members of his party have taken
loans to open up lands.

¢ emSw LSVEEH €.

(S 19 OFriionr &l ser)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
To help the Government.

ad; ARE g N

(Querre 11" ofl Coepruds)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
3 Very good. I am very glad about
it,

2,045
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We are following the policy of
giving land to private individuals to
grow food. It does no harm to the
peasant cultivator. Ultimately it
will be to their benefit when thou-

sands of acres of developed land can
be handed over to them.

There was a lot of criticism about
the land given to poor old Moosajee.
In fact, I visited some of these lands
to see for myself what is happening
there. Lands have been opened up
by Moosajees in the Mahiyangana
area. When I went on my food
production circuit I visited some of
these places. I must confess that I
was able to visit only three places
for want of time; one of them was
that of Moosajees, and it was the
best. I must say that poor old
Moosajee seems to know what he is
about. He is looking after the soil
and cultivation work in a most satis-
factory manner.—[Interruption]. He
is preserving the top soil scientific-
ally. In fact he has got a very good
person to do the work for him.

Another amendment of the Oppo-
sition refers to the weeding done
by school children. I do not know
why hon. Members of the Opposition
are critical about it. Surely, one is
aware of the very valuable services
performed by these children who go
in large batches and help in the
weeding in various areas of this
country. A vast number of acres
have been covered.

We find that in certain areas
proper weeding is not done because
there is no labour available. School
children are collected and they
voluntarily perform this very needed
function. In a critical situation
such as this we should all applaud
the people who organzed this
campaign and we ought to be most
grateful to these schoel children

who have performed this very
valuable service.
Moreover, in our education

scheme we are going to lay mcre and
more emphasis on vocational training
and more and more work of this

Bewldm 0535 VEHACw
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nature will take place as a part of
the school curriculum when the new
educational proposals of the Minister

of Education are put into effect.

Then I come to the Land Army.
The Hon. Leader of the Opposition
read a letter from Mr. A. W. G.
Seneviratne—

888he%; AT Mmérnwnm S,
(8w @OwrCear Lo Trprisgs)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

Your candidate for Attanagalla.
Your organizer.

o, RRE o sNM6D
(Qserrey Lt ofl CH@)pTILIES)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Our candidate for Attanagalla—
we removed him.—[Interruption].

B8&e?] AT ndésnen e,
(Dwef 8 PwrCenr LedwLTrpruss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

He is still your organizer.—
[Interruption].

wé, DEC o sHsNeD

(Ozorrer L ofl Ca@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We removed him. That will give
you an indication of the impartiality
with which we deal with these
people.

83@60; BT NéNeD e,
(S s @plwrCanr e TTpruss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

You could not help it. There is a

court case coming up against him.—
[Interruption].

wd, ARC oW MBNGED
(Qaorrey Lt ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Merely because a person—well, call
him a member of our party—wrote
a Jetter like that, it does not follow
therefore that the presumption 1S
that recruitment is done on that
scale. For a moment when the
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hon. Leader of the Opposition was
reading that letter I thought it was
some direction from the Hon.
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary
in charge—[Interruption].

adsh oI 8. ¢ B
(55\W,ﬁr@ Q& revaH gor E:.%ri'. 19- FReveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

They are too careful.

ad RIE o MNWD
(OsarTey Lt e G-ﬂf@ﬁjﬁﬂ.}é}iﬁ)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Have you forgotten, or has the
hon. Member for Kolonnawa
(Mr. Ilangaratne) forgotten the
principle that was laid down when
the hon. Member for Kolonnawa was
a Minister for choosing people for
jobs. You and I criticized him from
that side. You remember the order
of priorities ? Loyalty to the Prime
Minister first.—[Interruption].

OCHID B e

(B @oiarger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Please give way.

ad, R oW N6

(Qsorres L ofl Co@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I am not giving way. I will give
way when I like and not when I do
not like—[Interruption]. First he
laid down the principle.—[Interrup-
tion]. His criterion was, first,
loyalty to the Prime Minister.

OCoHCHY 5 e,
(B BovmsTsger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

You are talking
[Interruption].

nonsense.—

ad BRE e 5Ns5NGD

(Qzorrar Lt ofl Co@prudss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

You stop talking nonsense and do
not disturb me.
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Bowd &5 DO BNEIIDHSy
(2oLt gL BrwsT el ser )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

When the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa was speaking he was not
disturbed.

@& VAE ced BN

(Qaerreu Lt ofl Caeprias)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

His criterion for choosing people
for jobs was—first, loyalty to the
Prime Minister ; second, loyalty to
him; and third, loyalty to the
Government. It is there in HANSARD.
—[Interruption]. You and I criticized
him.

aé € Belewun

(Qsorras 9)mEssEaln QHAUT)

(An hon. Member)

He is silent now.—[Interruption].

Bewi Ly DNBNEDDD
(e sUTBrLST Sjalser )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please!

OCoaC 5 ean.

(Glop. @ovmsTser)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Will you give way ?
liar.—[Interruption].

You are a

o& DREC e NG

(Qzorra L ofl Co@)priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanaykae)

I am not giving way. Withdraw
that word.

Bewi &y D ENEDRSH

(21 G LIIT [BIT LI T g;em%g;gh- )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Please withdraw that remark.
The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
cannot use the word “liar”.

oCoal » .

(B Gonssser)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

I withdraw the word “liar”. I say
that he is an utterer of falsehood.—
[Interruption]. '
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ol &3 DBNEDDHS
(2oLt G LIT BT U1 g{ﬁun’rgg@?r )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! Let the Hon. Prime
Minister continue his speech.

Q& WR(C ow NEINGED

(Qaorres 11" afl CoE)pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I will deal with some of the false-
hoods. I have not finished my speech
yet, and I have not finished dealing
with you. There are certain decencies
~ of conduct that one has to observe.

QG B Y.
( &lcn: [@)oVEI& T 6T )
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Why can you not let me speak 7—
[Interruption].

Bowids DAONEDNS

(2Lt & LIT BT QU &G )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Please do not
interrupt any more. I am afraid I
will have to ask one or two Members
to leave the Chamber.

ad, DE et ZNENGD

(Qaorral L ofl Co@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, as [ was say-
ing, when we are facing a dire need
we have to use all avenues and
instruments to produce food as
quickly as possible. As Members of
the Opposition themselves say, there
are thousands of unemploved youth
in the country. The only way we can
meet the need for employment, and
employment in fruitful endeavour, is
by enlisting this unemployed youth
in their thousands in the land army ;
and that is what we have done. What
is wrong with that ? Surely we have
to do everything possible to produce
food as quickly as possible. I am
sure they on that side would have
done the same in the same circum-

stances.

Sir, I have referred so far to
various aspects of food production
mainly because we have placed that
effort in the forefront of our activi-
ties as a Government. I am glad to

Bewldm OxI5) SeFaces
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be able to say that the people of this
country, the peasant cultivators of
this country, regardless of political
barriers, are responding in a marvel-
lous and patriotic manner in this
hour of the country’s need.

Of course, there are elements try-
ing to divert these energies into
other channels by raising racial
issues and religious issues. There is
this question of the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement (Implementation) Act.
The fair Leader of the Opposition
referred to that Act in her speech. I
made it perfectly clear during the
discussion of that Bill—unfortunately
the fair Leader of the Opposition was
not here then—that there was a dif-
ference between the pact and the Bill
—one difference—and that is, that in
the pact the grant of Ceylon citizen-
ship was tied up with repatriation
while in the Bill it was tied up with
the grant of Indian citizenship. I did
not hide that. Your kinsman talking
to you now will bear testimony fto
that fact.

RSocs AT Ny e,
(Bms @BlwrCoar LIGRT LT T 5T 818 )
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

Nephew.

ad; EE o 2NNGD

(Qaorres 1L ofl CE@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Nephew is kinsman. 1 always
thought that a kinsman included a
nephew. However, it is different in
some families. I do not know why
the hon. Member for Dompe is
laughing.

@Dsh e 8. ¢ 8BS

(s 55 Qarovaller o4 19 Foveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

For the same reason that you are
laughing.

@é, DEE ot NINGD

(Ozerre 1t ofl Ca@priiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
However, as far as the rest of the

Sirima-Shastri Pact and the Indo-
Ceylon Agreement (Implementation)
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Act are concerned, I do not want to
take any further time of this House
because we spent a whole night—we
got up at half past eight in the morn-
ing after sitting throughout the
previous night—to go through that
piece of legislation.

I owe an apology to the hon.
Member for Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias
Bandaranaike). That day I lost my
temper on a chance remark of his,
and I wish to withdraw my remark
at this moment.

DT, @8, Resed A Mdrnw Se.
(8w eri. i Lwon LIGHT L TTBTiLSS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is perfectly all right.

ad deE o TNINGD
(Csorra L1 ofl Cor@priiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

As regards the district councils
there is a new amendment proposed
to the Address of Thanks. Now, it is
very interesting to go through the
whole of the proposal to establish
district councils. It is necessary, more
so, because having failed to rouse the
people on the Indian issue and to
divert the attention of the people
from the food production drive into
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(8- Qaerinsr)
(Mr. Keuneman )

What about the hon. Member for
Jaffna.

S & e »OACO @, (c50&3253es)

(Bo & &
LIT&nTLD )

(Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam—Jaffna)

[ am waiting for the Bill.

G)Liir edrevT b Lh— U1 5’@;_}

aG RVRE e NG
(Oserae 1 afl Coeypruds)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Do not worry about our differences,
we are dealing with them honourably
and as gentlemen.

Hiieh emE I @8, ¢ B
(sorplf) Qsroder oy 9. Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It is a threat to the hon. Member
for Jaffna.

., d. Vaid DT Mbrnwrm O,
(;Q\’ﬁ GTLI. QT L_UIG) LIGRTL T T BT UI&% S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You can send him to the United
Nations.

hatred and bitterness racially, the last' 4.

straw that one is hoping to hang on
to now is the racial issue on the
question of district councils.

aé; ey Heg
(Qsarres oms &G Sl &6 )
(Hon. Members)
Shame !

ofed, &8, Rl DG Mwdmnam S
(B aril. ST, Lwiew LIGHTL T BTLI&GE)

(Mr. F. R. Dias BPandaranaike)

Ask the hon. Member for Jaffna
(Mr. Ponnambalam).

eHnd e S &nd. ¢ BCD
(’:55@)!1’{39(@ Qarevsfler 24T 19 Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He is of a different race.

@& WRE ew MmN
(Qsorrey L ofl Creyprisgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Some people are again forgetting
their past. Some people seem to think
that the district councils idea was one
conjured up by the National Govern-
ment after coming into office or by
some secret device planned between
the hon. Member for Kankesanturai
(Mr. Chelvanayakam) and me. So it
is essential to get to know the facts.

Whatever your attitude today, in
the case of Mr. Bandaranaike—I am
not referring to the nephew but to the
husband—he was in favour of the
idea not only of district councils but
also of regional councils which would
have the power even to coalesce.
Indeed, as early as 1940. Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, as Minister
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of Local Administration, recommend-
ed the establishment of provincial
councils for the administration of the
provinces. His idea then was that
the provincial council should be
similar to the county council in
England. It would exercise powers of
a supervisory and co-ordinating
nature in respect of local bodies in
these areas. Although he used the
word ‘ provincial’, his inteniion was
that the area would be restricted to
a revenue district. He admitted that
the provincial council would, to a
great extent, supersede the powers
and functions now exercised by
government agents and would mean
decentralizing government activities.
He thought this would be a real ad-
vance not only in the system of local
government but in the general ad-
ministration of the country.

ash a8y @d. ¢ 8Co
(soorfE Qsrader opr. g Heveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Whose report is that? You are

reading somebody’s report—" He
thought.” “He said.”

ad VVE o NG
(Qaorrar 1 ofl Cr@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
As I go on, you will see.

The Hon. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike also made a statement in the
House on 13th April 1957 regarding
the proposal to establish regional
councils.

ad @ BRdewwy

(Oserrar 2)msssal DGR,

(An hon. Member)

There was no Federal Party then.

adL SRE e NINED

(QsorTe Lt ofl G&@ﬁnué:a}

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

This was a statement to the
House. He said that it was his in-
tention to effect a very reasonable
and satisfactory measure of decen-
tralization of the administration in

Bewldn 9535 eBDCH

1012
B cuaddsnd EEAg 8¢w

this country. The regional councils
would function as local authorities
but with very wide administrative
powers.

I heard one hon. Member say that
there was no Federal Party then. I
will tell you what he did wnen there
was a Federal Party. He signed the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact
where there were powers given on
various matters and the power to
coalesce or the power to disirict
councils to form regional councils.

I am not here trying to blame
Mr. Bandaranaike. It is essential for
all of us and for the country tc know
the facts and the whole history of dis-
trict councils.

aned e 8y @i, ¢ BED

(sarflE Qasrodear oy 19 Hoveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That should include a statement
that at that time you opposed the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact.

ad RDE ot 2NNGD
(Qaarron Lt ofl CFE@)priiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I will tell you how I opposed it. It
is in black and white. I was opposed
to distriet councils having power to
choose allottees for the colonization
schemes in those areas. I said it
more than once. I am coming to our
district councils.

Before I come to that, I should
like to point out that the first re-
ference to district councils was in
1963, in the Throne Speech of the
Sirima Bandaranaike Government.
What is the reference ?

“®arly consideration will be given to
the question of establishing District
Councils to replace the Kachcheries.”—
[OzFf“I]crAL ReporT, 17th July 1963 ; Vol. 52,
e :

Then, this is what appears in the
Coalition Throne Speech.

“ A draft Bill to implement the proposal
to establish District Councils will be
placed before you for consideration. P—
[OFFIcIAL REPORT, 2nd July 1964 ; Vol 56,
c. 26.]
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I want to show you the big differ-
ence between your Throne Speech
utterances and our Throne Speech
utterances.

“Legislation will be introduced to es-
tablish District Councils, which will
function under the control and direction
of the Central Government.”—[OFFICIAL
REePORT, 8th July 1967 ; Vol. 72, c. 35.]
You were prepared to have district
councils without any such control and
direction.

e .

(&n- Qaariver )

(Mr. Keuneman)

To replace kachcheris.

& RBDE o NBNGD

(Qaarren 1" ofl Co@)pruiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The S. L. F. P. said nothing about

kachcheris. I am talking about their
Throne Speech.—[Interruption].

BoIShH DBNRDDCSh
(oL FLITBTLIST Sfauiser )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Please do not in-
terrupt.

cAPMESY D
(B Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Why do you not read the draft
Bill ?

NS WEC o 3NNGRD

(Qsorrar 1 ofl Co@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

This ery that the establishment of
district councils will lead to federa-
lism is absolutely false. How can that
be when they will be functioning
under the control and direction of the
Central Government. There is no
autonomy. They are subject to the
direction and control of the Central
Government on every matter. Hon.
Members make propaganda.

eMBEs Sow.
(Mr. Keuneman)

You said you have not prepared the
Bill yet ?

1967 & 19
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O& DUE e 2NN
(Qaorrar 11 afl Co@priss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We have not prepared the Bill. That
is a fact.

Ofe. @l. Dae A wéonwm S,
(Bl oril. 9y Lwon LGHT LT BTil&s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The hon. Member for Jaffna (Mr.
Ponnambalam) is still not convinced.

sy HEACY D,
(& GirererinLies )
(Mr. Ponnambalam )

Why do you not wait for the Bill ?

od, VIE o ZNBNGL

(Qaorrar 1 afl Ca@priss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
may just laugh a little less because
I want to read a quotation from the
Hansarp of 7th June 1966, after we

formed the Government. This is what
he said :

“Year in and year out we are fighting
to have the old kachcheri system liqui-
dated. Let us have a proper system of
local administration ”.

Then the Hon. Minister of State
asked him :

“ Are you for district councils ?

And he replied :

“I am for it. I am one hundred per
cent. in favour of district councils. ”—
[OrrIcTAL REPORT, 7th June 1966 ; Vol. 66,
e. 1817.)

What is this amendment you are subs-
cribing to ?

e Y. 0. euedd
(soor Bl &5 erer. erib. QUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We are against the Bill for federal
district councils.

O RWLE o N

(Qaorrey " afl Crepriiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Even the draft Bill is not before
you. So, what is this talk ? You

were one hundred per cent. for
district councils in 1966.
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{‘Jf_,-g}@ @l ot LovGor )

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Bill will never see the light
of day.

@0é DAE o BNBTNGWD
(Qaorres Lt afl Co@prudss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

There was the general talk and
reference to corruption. I am not
trying to maintain that purity in
public life has been established.
By no means. But I can assure
hon. Members of this. The hon.
Member for Agalawatte made a
statement about Mr. Abeygoone-
sekera. The hon. Member for
Dehiowita knows that I had a report
which I wanted him to come and
see, but he has not come and seen
it. He refused to come and see it.
I undertook in this House to have
the matter investigated and reported
upon. The moment I received the
report I wanted to hear his side
of the case and I wrote to the hon.
Member for Dehiowita that I had
this report. I wanted to show it to
him, and if he had any further
things to tell me I would have
welcomed and allowed him to do
s0.

Séots S .
(B TrCsasT)
(Mr. Weerasekera)
Is it still open ?

ad DEE o DBNGD

(Ozorras Lt of Ca@)prss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

It is still open. As a matter of

fact, did I ever tell you that it is

e

closed ?—[Interruption]. 1 said 1
am coming back to the hon. Member
for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne)
and I am coming back to him. Un-
fortunately I was not here when he
made insinuations against —me
because of a firm of my brother’s.
The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
has been at it, since he was elected
to Parliament this time, with various
questions, “with various insinuations,
and he has got replies from the
Hon. Minister of State to every one

Hewldm @535 ©edACw
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of them. After having got the
replies, instead of taking any further
action that he ought to take as an
hon. Member if he has anything else
in his possession, he unfortunately
makes insinuations in my absence.
The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
should be the last person to make
allegations against hon. Members.
I am not saying that he is guilty of
any other allegation. But he should
be the last person to make baseless
allegations against hon. Members of
this House because thousands of
allegations have been made against
him. I do not say that they are
true. I have never made any
allegation.

OGS 5 e,

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

I never made any allegation
against you. Of course not. I
never said anything personal but
only on policy.

aé; VEE o NsNGD
(Qsorrey 1t ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

There is an interim report of the
Co-operative Wholesale Establish-
ment Committee of Inquiry. The
hon. Member will have to answer a
lot when the final report is issued.

The hon. Member, I believe it was
the Member  for Agalawatta
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva), spoke
about a reference during the course
of the, inguiry: te the C, T. B.
Chairman. There is no finding yet.
I suppose there may be a finding in
the final report. It 1is still being
inquired into. So he cannot criti-
cize us for no action being taken.
I would like to tell the hon. Member
for Kolonnawa that I am prepared
to face any inquiry into our rela-
tive integrity at any time, at any
place, by anybody.

OC-OLHY 53 Do,

(Son- Qomsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

I am also like that. I have faced
every commission and there has
been nothing against me.
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(Qaorreas 1 ofl Co@ypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

This is a vile method. You ask
questions, you get replies, but you
do not question those replies be-
cause they are facts

QCoCHY B LS.

(B @evmsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

I will not question them at all. I
only criticized the policy.

ad VRAE et NN
(Qzorres L 1 afl Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

—and during the course of the
Debate you make vile insinuations
and repeat them. That is not be-
coming of the dignity of a Member,
especially a Member who has been
a former Minister—[Interruption].

eI s DSITNGEDE
(e gUTBrLIST Syaulser )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, please do not
interrupt. He is making his speech.

o0& RBE e NsNGD
(Qzerrar L ofl Caeypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member for Agalawatta
spoke about the Star Press and the
“Jana Dina”. 1 just inquired and
found out that there is a report by
the advisory committee which I
will be considering as soon as pos-
sible and certainly if any wrong has
been done by me I shall make
amends.

Now I am coming to Vietnam. I
am sorry I am taking some time but
I have to because these are all im-
portant matters in the amendments
to the Address. Some of these
matters come under my own purview.

1967 &@& 19
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Bowlds ©IsNwEBRDNS
(o0 Furprusi oo ser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

You have got 15 minutes more.
You started 15 minutes late

ad RIE e NN w6
(Qaarra L _afl Creysruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Thank you'!

As regards Vietnam, what is the
criticism you are levelling at us? 1
should like to know. Our attitude
has been perfectly clear on this
matter. We have tried our hardest
to see that there is peace. We
realize and we have stated quite
openly that the people of Vietnam
and Vietnam alone must decide
their future. We have taken up
that stand. If there is any difficulty
about coming to an agreement as
regards the cessation of hostilities
or the conditions for cessation, we
say let the three parties—North
Vietnam, South Vietnam and Viet
Cong—get together and decide upon
the essential conditions. I have
stated more than once here as well
as in countries outside this country
quite publicly that we want a cessa-
tion of bombing of North Vietnam.
In fact, I deplore the fact that with
our endeavour, with our proposals
reaching North Vietnam, there was
an escalation of bombing and that
was not the atmosphere in which
those proposals could have been
considered. I have taken up that
situation. That is the same situation
you have taken up.

sl e 3y @l e 8D
(soorfls Qarevelar opr. 1. Hovar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The withdrawal of American
troops.—do you agree with that ?

ahde 25F. . cuedsé
(sor B & erer. erib. QUGT )

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
He supported that amen iment.
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o VaC 8 5NINGED

(Qaorres L afl Ca@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I said earlier that when we were
in the Opposition we supported an
amendment which he opposed.

SDBISHY @es.

(B Gsarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The “Times” says you do not
have the capacity to do the right
thing.

ad; DDE oW NG
(Csarra it el G&‘@gnua@&;)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Now I am reading from a state-
ment made by the hon. Member for
Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara-
naike) when he was Parliamentary
Secretary about this very question
of Vietnam.

“1 entirely agree with the hon.
Member for Bulathsinhala that it is a
futile exercise for us to engage in argu-
ment about who is the aggressor and who
is not the aggressor in North Vietnam. .
We deplore the actions of the American
Government in relation to North
Vietnam.”—

@8 eI @, ¢ BED
(soorBE Gasradiar oyr. 19 Sevaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
Edmund Samarakkody ?

O 2OC o NBNGD
(Osorrar i ofl Cr@priuss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Yes, Edmund Samarakkody. You
see how great minds agree.

__«and those are certainly actions
which can easily be construed as con-
stituting aggression against the people
of a free country, which ought to be {ree
and will be free of military influence
from outside in terms of the Geneva
Agreement. "—

This is a very important point.

I I do not know if a private
denouncement by any individual country
unilaterally made, could really produce
much effect upon this matter.”—[OFFICIAL
ReporT, 19th August 1964 ; Vol. 57, cc. 607
and 608.]

Bewidnm Ox38 @edacw 1020
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That is what he said.

We have gone much further than
he went on that occasion on the ques-
tion of Vietnam and today he blames
us for our attitude on this question.

ofed. @l Rwtd D MésNeH Y,
(8w eri. Qyi 1-tisv LIGRTL_IT T BT&ES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Make it jointly with other coun-
tries.

©wé, WRE ow ZNINED
(Qaerrey 1 Lofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We have taken every possible step.
And I use that argument of yours as
far as Israel is concerned. Surely hon.
Members must be aware of the atti-
tude taken up by our representative
at the United Nations, namely, that
we are opposed to Israel retaining
any land acquired as a result of the
Arab-Israeli war. We have made that
point quite clear. Our representative
at the United Nations took that stand
and we saw to it as you did that there
is no point in naming a country an
aggressor.

Now, what did hon. Members say
in their amendment on the Arab-
Israeli conflict ? They said that we
must suspend diplomatic relations
with Israel and that many countries
had done so. Yes, some countries in
the Communist bloc have done so. But
even in the Communist bloc,
Rumania has not done so. Not all
the countries even in the Communist
bloc have done so. Then, as far as
Asian countries are concerned, not
one has done so.

e .
(8 Q FerLne )
(Mr. Keuneman)

You be the first.

ol RBE o NINGD
(OserTar 1t ofl Qa@)pruiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We do not want to be the first. We
do not mind being the last.
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SO LY @¢s.

(S Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You like to be the last.

a& ARE 9w 505N0D

(Qserrey L af Ca@priiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Among the Asian countries not one
country has suspended diplomatic re-
lations, and even in the Communist
bloc, Rumania has refused to do so.
Now, the Opposition wants us to sus-
pend diplomatic relations.

CBT Y S

(8w Qsarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Guinea is not a Communist country.

o& WBE o e
(Cseroas 11 afl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I am talking of the Asian bloc. India
never had diplomatic relations with
Israel, but she had a Consul-General,
and he is still there in spite of the
very extreme attitude taken by India
on this question.

e e,

(B Osariosr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You set an example to India.

ol VLE o sNENGD

(Qsorran 1t afl Cr@ypriids)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa—
I am sorry I have to come back to
him over and over again—made a
statement about something appearing
in a paper, an Arab paper, which he
read.

Mr. Ilangaratne, speaking in the
Debate on the Throne Speech, re-
ferred to an article appearing in an
Iragqi newspaper which stated that
Ceylon is clearly taking sides with
Israel—it is far from the truth—
and is collaborating with Israel. The
article, he said, called upon the Arab
nations to do some straight talking
with Ceylon. It concludes by asking

1067 48 19
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Arab nations to retaliate against
Ceylon by turning to other sources
for their tea.

What are the facts ? Our Charge d’
Affaires in Baghdad informed us of
this press attack on the 22nd June
1967 and brought the matter to the
notice of the Iraqi Foreign Office. He
lodged a protest on the language used
and the incorrect conclusions drawn.
The Foreign Office has apologized for
this article on more than one occasion
and the Director-General of the
United Nations Division in the
Foreign Ministry vrent on to say that
Iraq was very happy about the part
that Ceylon has played at the United
Nations as regards the Arab-Israel
conflict.

@adda ouy. 9. euedsb
(soor fl G erer. erip. QUGTTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How is he to know ?

aéy DA e Nk
(Qsorres 1 ofl Cogypridgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

He reads the papers. You cannot
know what is happening in Ceylon
by reading the “ Aththa”. He must
have read the local equivalent of
“ Aththa ” in Iraq.

Then it was staled that we are not
thinking of the people working in the
public sector who are suffering as a
result of the rise ir. the cost of living.
The hon. Members will see that the
Throne Speech states :

“The question of granting relief to
certain categories of public servants is
receiving the active consideration of
Government, ”

I might say that it is much more
than active consideration and you
will have the proposals before you
when the Budget is presented. Over
that matter too they have proposed
an amendment.—[Interruption.]

@Drwlh cP8 @8 ¢ B
(sorflf Qarevefler oy, 19 Deveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

We challenge you to attack him.
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aé VEE oW NG
(Qaarres Lt afl Ga@Eypriiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member for Dambadeniya
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake) has come
into the House with a dangerous
weapon.

83881657 A nésNneDy e,
(Bmws @PwrCor LT TrprL&Es)
(Mrs. Sirimavo PBandaranaike)

He is in a dangerous mood.

o DRE ot sNINGED
(Qsorra 1L of CFr@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
says that he is in a fighting and dan-
gerous mood.

Now, I wish to tell the public ser-
vants that we realize the difficulties
that they are undergoing as a result
of the rise in the cost of living. We
have taken a step that helps the culti-
vator, and the cultivator is nobly res-
ponding to the step we have taken.
But we know that that very step has
hit the people in the public sector. We
are aware of that. That is why, as 1
said earlier, we will be putting that
matter right. The moment the Minis-
ter of Finance makes his Budget
Speech you will know what the pro-
posals are.

Therefore, I call upon all patriotic
citizens of this country, be they pub-
lic servants or otherwise, to realize
that this is a critical moment in the
history of this country. To whatever
government that may be in power
it is production and production alone

that must be the keynote in any plan
for the future prosperity of this
country. We are endeavouring to do
whatever we can to right some of the
difficulties that the working sector of
the country is undergoing. But, being
misguided, if some endeavour to halt
this onward march of this country,

Bewddm 535 OeHaCH
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this Government is willing and ready
to face such a situation because the
time is too important and critical for
us to be dilly-dallying at this moment.
I have said earlier that the people,
the cultivators of this country, have
nobly and patriotically responded to
the call of the country at this moment.
I am glad that even some Members
across are treating the situation in a
patriotic manner. My only appeal is
that each and every one of you co-
operate in that manner. With that co-
operation I have no doubt that we
can march forward.

e £5 DANEDNS
(2. ELITBTIST DIGUIT &G )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I shall now proceed to take the vote
on the amendments. I do not propose
to read the amendments. I shall put
them to the House as Amendment
No. 1, Amendment No. 2 and so on.

ofed. @l Retd A MisNED T,
(B ortl. gy LWIGw LIGTL T T BTil&s)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Let us divide by name.

SO B B @w. (efded)
(8- GWL_IT 63T ) @mé&ggm——@fmg@_}
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne—Kotte)

Not by name.

e PsY Seon
{'@@ Q@ erLoer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Let us divide by name on the second
amendment, and by rising in our
places on the other amendments.

BewTEn DSBNGEDRSs
(2L GLIT TS Syl ser )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Is that agreed ?—[Pause]. I shall
now put the first amendment.
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“put inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Government has, in the past two
Sessions, which cover half its permissible
term of office, pursued policies that
have—

(a) endangered the independence and
indivisibility of Ceylon ;

(b) undermined the democratic rights
and liberties of the people ;

(¢) brought about a serious and deep-
going deterioration in the
economy and a sharp decline 1n
the standard of living of the

people ;

(d) made extensive concessions to
foreign and local vested interests
at the expense of national
interests and the vital needs of

the people ;

(e) been characterized by the abuse
of administrative power in order
to pursue vendettas against
political oponents and to
inflict vengeance upon public
employees ; and

(f) failed to give effect and acted
contrary to many of the promises
made during the General
Election of 1965, the subsequent
Parliamentary by-elections, and
in Your Excellency’s Address to
the first and second Sessions of
Parliament ;

BB cwldznd BEAEG dDgw

and further, as the Address:

(1) reveals the political, economic and
moral bankruptcy of the Govern-
ment and its complete inability
to formulate a comprehensive Or
even coherent policy that can
take Ceylon and its people out of
the present morass of political
reaction, administrative paralyses
and economic decline ;

(2) shows that the Government
whatever may be the cost to the
legitimate interests of the
peasantry and other sections of
the indigenous population,
especially of the Kandyan areas,
is determined to enforce the
provisions of the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement (Implementation)
Act that has aroused such
misgiving and opposition ; and

(3) indicates that the Government,
dsspite the widespread opposi-
tion expressed by local authori-
ties, including those controlled
by constituent political parties
of the Government, and by other
political  parties representing
minority interests such as the
All-Ceylon Tamil Congress, is
determined to establish District
Councils in response to the
insistent demand of the Illankai
Thamil Arasu Kadchi, which is
the only political party that
insists on the establishment of
such councils at the present
time ;

and, in particular, as the Address :

(i) fails to propose any steps to bring
into effect a new Constitution
that will establish a truly
independent, sovereign and
democratic Republic in which all
power will be derived from the
people ;

(ii) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to withdraw
the totally wunjust State of
Emergency that existed for all
but ten days of the past Session
and which is being used for
partisan political purposes ;

(iii) does not even mention the acute
problems of unemployment and
the high prices and scarcities of
essential articles in everyday
use, let alone advance any pro-
posals to solve these problems;

(iv) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to restore the
former rice ration or, despite the
boast of a record Maha harvest,
even to provide patients in hos-
pitals with adequate rice meals ;

(v) makes no reference to any inten-
tion by the Government to ease
the burdens on the peasantry,
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through the abolition of irriga-
tion rates, the reduction of the
high acreage taxes levied from
allottees in peasant colonies, the
stopping of the present exploi-
tation of the peasants by the
private tractor owners, the re-
duction of the rates of interest
on loans from banks and other
lending institutions, and by
other measures ;

(vi) contains no proposals to ensure
that employees in the public
and private sectors are compen-
sated for the decline in their real
wages and salaries as a result of
the increased cost of living ;

(vii) while boasting of exporting fish
abroad, make no reference to
any intention to see that consu-
mers in Ceylon are supplied with
an adequate quantity of fish at
reasonable prices or that the
many hardships of the fishermen
are ameliorated ;

(viii) shows no intention by this Govern-
ment to discontinue its present
policies which have brought
misfortune and ruin to large
numbers of persons engaged in
the production of handloom
textiles and handecraft ;

(ix) indicates that the industrial policy
of the Government is, at best, no
more than to continue or expand-
projects that originated at the
time of the previous Government
while in practice impending the
progress and impairing the
efficient working of many
existing industrial ventures ;

(x) shows that the Government intends
to continue the hoax that the
alienation of thousands of acres
of State lands to private, foreign
and local capitalist interests to
grow subsidiary foodstuffs, the
compulsory dragooning of thou-
sands of school-children to
weed paddy lands, the creation
of a politically-motivated ‘Land
Army’, and the boring reitera-
tion over the Ceylon Broad-
casting Corporation of senseless
Jingles urging listeners to grow
more food, represents an ‘all-out
effort’ fo achieve self-sufficiency
in food ;

(xi) indicates that the Government in
addition to the restrictions it has
already imposed on opportuni-
ties for higher education, has not
changed its policy of making
inroads into the scheme of Free
Education ;

5——dD 5184 (67T
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(xii) reveals that the Government has
lost interest in the Nindagama
Lands Bill, about which it spoke

so eloquently at the time of the
Balangoda by-election ;

(x111) does not disclose any intention to
grant political rights to public
employees ; and

(xiv) does not reveal any intention by
the Government to end the wide-
spread corruption that prevails,
particularly in high places ;

this House has no confidence in Your
Excellency’s Government. ”
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MRr. DEPUTY SPEAKER, having collected

the Voices, declared that the “ Noes” had
it.

CHHELY L.
(& Gserinsr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Divide !
O5¥F V&HRAGw 48 B®» HFMWDE Boewine
wled—uTdsy 51; S5 86; waneds—

e e .

gaot, 48 oyin Aawm st lnllesn Bo B 55 -
smiuns bl 5 o1 Gons 86:

The House divided (under Standing
Onder No. 48) : Ayes 51 ; Noes 86.

Bowr &y DHANGDDE
(210 FUTBrwssT cﬂ,y«;uf."‘ggfr )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I shall now put the second amend-
ment to the House.

) SO D25 IMMO VDY VE WDW, 5D
gdm»w SQum» ¢

Uaraumin  Cerheer b Gerdsuin Caicn®

GQoanith efl@) SBSSOILILL 5

Question put, that the following words
be there added :
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“but call on the Government to

suspend diplomatic and other relations
between Ceylon and Israel until such
time as the Government of Israel with-
draws its armed forces from the territories
of the U. A. R., Syria and Jordan which
‘i}ég? ”occupied by force after 4th June
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Mgr. DEpPuTY SPEAKER, having collected
the Voices, declared that the “ Noes” had
it.

Gnde; 953, 98, cueddh
(@or 5l g erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Divide, by name !

2% oedace Vpn g V» gFTed—
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CEH :

sonu NG sa : gmiuns b3 ; et Gomz 85.

The House divided : Ayes, 53 ; Noes, 85

(=3 =50

FTTUTS
AYES

@8 8. gFumE dw.

5. 9. erib. Sl zpmul
Mr. R. M. Appuhamy

J. O¢. eded & .

Q@)L 6. ere). g6 10g5 5

Mr. A. L. Abdul Majeed
DDED. B. & ;mSugm .
8. Loy, 5. g5. eyflwsis

Mr. W. P. G. Ariyadasa

S. 8.
S. 7. U. Qevassger
Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne

OCoEH B Dew.

¢ 8. RAueT s T,
Bws Cxn. 5. guwBessy
Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere
8. 8. & mcoffc .
Bm. 5. 1. ). 5856006
Mr. P. B. G. Kalugalla

28, & ¥. 28wdud® .

B, oré. @5 a. snflwausid
Mr. H G. A. Kariyawasam

& WDESem .

S@. tnyr GasSNEs

Mr. Raja Kulatillake

8. & 8. eomdxw w.
S 5. g5. 1. Qaaroer
Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman

20€ @I Sw,

8. ol Gewal goor

Mr. Cholmondeley Goonewarder
ecw € 9emeian .

Ba. Qaavel] Gemalitser
Mr. Leslie Goonewardene

GoY& qomow S @
5. Aileen Gentsssn
Mr. Prins Gunasekera

cID38S D5TcRE Ve

8. Crmndiy &5 S0&

Mr. Somaweera Chandrasiri

CHIsY LwommB S,

B, evaspLoei Qusblsmy.
Mr. Lakshman Jayakody


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1037 1967 4& 19 1038
FRHERNEDNHES DN : 5% ewddrnd 8Ec 8dew
L8

FUTUTS

ofd, @l Auw agTadmmen .
b B\ 6Tl Zyit. LIIGY LIGHILTE 5 TS E
i Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike

I O € Hedy » Sw.
Hw. e nctiel) Ha&EsT S e

3 Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne
.E" 3. 98 mwe w.

E- . 1. evau. giLna

Mr. B. Y. Tudawe

200, ey mewdsY Ow.

5. ertn. G getreorsGasmant
Mr. M. Tennakoon

8. 28, cx¥. e eIy O,
L. 5. erib. Gx. O seiransGamen
Mr. P. M. K. Tennekoon

S. 8. ey mesY Den.

Bl@m. M. 1. G serensGsmer

Mr. T. B. Tennekoon

BE ¢ ¢ 8% .

. pev 19 yeefled

Mr. Neal de Alwis

HDes eI @8 ¢ BED
&amH 8 Glsrevalleer gpi. 19 Hevaurr
Dr. Colvin R. de Silva

oc. & ¢ 8o @w.

8. erov. &. 19 Dvaur

Mr. L. C. de Silva

2. 8. ¢ B 8828Qm dw.
B . erib. 15. 19 Qemign @ fauiser
Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena
03, 0. »HVSTY » Dea.

8w, e1&. aTih. Beurg e
Mr. H. M. Nawaratna

8. & uwmdE @

o

Bw. 1o (7. L) @auo
Mr. D. T, Pasqual

endc 957, 28. ocuedd

s@TH S erair. erin. QuBmom

Dr. N, M. Perera

1
] AYES
g
]

@l Ouw'. oxvedsh @w.
Blas. . erev. GuBaor
Mr. R. S. Perera

8. &2, A Wmé Sw,

Bw. ). erg. uewmmrs
Mr. B. H. Bandara

0. 8. DL Wdsrem .

S5, erab. Lo, LIGHILT0BILSGE

Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake

E8eel ¢d. 8. 9w mémmun .
S@wng SplionCGair o4, 1©. LUEILITEILUGS
Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaika
QoG S5hiledy Desn

S5, 1BseT (peTHIEs

Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe

@ed. 8. weCHe Dan.

Bas. eren. L. wnGesin

Mr. S. B. Yalegama

@l 8. S HOCE .

B, 2. 8. 1560

Mr. R. B. Ratnamalala

oy, 8. I men .

. Gs. U, rs@EwEs

Mr. K. B. Ratnayake

89. & Swovem Sa.

S@ws erb. F- PS50 5065
Mrs. M. E. Ratwatte

(J

eiEE &HZuxnw .
. Cayrigs orgyusen

Mr. George Rajapaksa
8. 8. 9¢. ecoO8w SHdums G,

s e, o, ere. Gaflefwr cnguses
Mrs. D. D. L. Leticia Rajapaksa

Sy HBES PV snem .

8. oseranlil féninpmss
Mr. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka

sE8 ID0Boyy D
B, Cuiran] alé@rwsman
Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1039 Bewidny @5I5 SeBAVC® 1040

GgpeRnd&ee D& : S cwdrng B¢ 8cw
GRS
FITUTS
AYES
cePemdlu <. . Tty S 8. u98» @
Q&L i eran. er. clléTofnan B, 7. 0. sufBns
Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe Mr. T. B. Subasinghe

O, e, ¢, @Swmdod O
Ceémy » ey Dca.

Bw. eron. Cs. Gs. @wlwross
8@ aSano g e allGgiins Mr. S. K. K. Suriarachchi
Mr. Leelaratne Wijesinghe

@b » eumEE .

8. 8. Boluwes Ow Bay. Bsmorger GlFarsd
Mr. Somaratne Senarath

8. 5. ). allgusnso

Mr. P. B. Wijesundara - ce@FHC o MzheD D,
Dm. v g Biiluned Gs @y pmilss

8. 8. @ e S Q. Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke

8. . 15. ayi. choGrssy @8 8 oW mhmnam .

Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera o S !
S, 2. @5, CFE)EIusEs

Mr. R. G. Senanayake

&Hdh cPel @ .
8 CioiGas AZEne eI Q.
(5. Trer blalsaELn

Mr. Raja Welegama H@. Quitr@L Qsmien

Mr. Bernard Soysa

o @ e Boow » Y, i S. 8. 28 exvéwy S,
B . Canwnés s Sl BB cor D, M. O erib. Cano g
Mr. Hemachandra Sirisena 3 Mr. T. B. M. Herath

8& a2

STH\ITH

NOES
od, ADE cd NN i ad 98, 8. 28, Swdiam
Gaerrel LLal Cr@mpmuss GsaTgal 6Tih. (@, 6T, SUaIT ST
The Hon. Dudley Senanayake e 11 The Hon. M., D. H. Jayawardena
ad o8& 98 ¢¥ Y. L8uemle il ad e ¥edy Fwdn®
Gisarua §3. 6TLh. . or. il Gl mes) Qaenoas GunenGL gawallsrin
The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme
ad O, 8. I, 08 DL EMED B G by a5 8 8 ¢ BdD
QEGTIa! GTGIT. aT&. GI. 6Tih. &REDT ST Qaeroar &F. 5. 3. Peveunm
The Hon. N. H. A. M. Karunaratne The Hon. C. P. de Silva
@b 8. 9. @l. 9:RmdTAD . b eDdw BED. oD
Qsargal (@. L. ST, GeuTad S 60 Qaenrral T B8 LuehLl. S$85MLSSE
The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena o The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake
aé o @& LEdiAm» - ab 0. 8. A

GlEeTIa GTLD. L@, LIGITLIT
The, Hon. M. D. Banda

Qaaroey Ggy. 2. QAT 60T
The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1041
FeNMInNed DD !

@wé 98, 2D, a@wed

Qaargal eTib. 618, (P&LOIDGS)
The Hon. M. H. Mohamed

a& @ 8. 257 BNem

Qaeroes Y. . el pmwss
The Hon. U, B. Wanninayake

ab 8. ¥, womas, 38.85.5

Qgenrey 58 T 6rid. . .

The Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa, M.B.E.

a& & 9F. 8. p&ded
Qserral . 6Te. LS. an=@Hea

The Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle

8 8. gouyy Ow,

8@ . 5. 2155u55

Mr. D. P. Atapattu

8. & ofc®» S

S@. 5. &. Qibyyemer

Mr. P. C. Imbulana

80 wmw s S, 990.5.8
Bpwn G oo seTeTEEs, erin. L. .
Mrs. Wimala Kannangara, M.B.E.
8. eudosy HwB.n dw.

8 @ 1e. Qeepmer ouwbis

Mr., D. Shelton Jayasinghe

e, & Ded, YsBorw Own,, 8.8.3
B . ered. 1. ered. QUBEaD, @.15.F.
Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha, O.B.E.
MOB BesgaSes Desa.

8. smAet guesiu
Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya

¢ 8 cusnam O,

. e, . sepmu&Es
Mr. L. B. Dassanayake

28. 22. 88, »Bry V8 mE .
@@L eTib. 67, eTib. BU@) WwhssTiT :
Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar

o, ¥, 88 ow, .3.3

8. eran. ar. Silav, g.15.m.

Mr. S. A. Peeris, O.BE.
6——oD 5184 (67/7)

1967 @& 19
B cwldrsnd 88Ac e
8629
TR TNH
NOES

0S. o g Ve
B@. wi. BCGrunsns

Mr. R. Premadasa

8 @8 caGolom ow,
8w. &. . Gualsiber
Mr. C. R. Beligammana
00, 00, QW mmes D
@@L GTLD. GTLD. (1NED S LT
Mr. M. M. Mustapha
ILuse oY B O,
S, dgywune Gloeriy 6
Mr. Wijayapala Mendis
OuY, 8d¢ew » .
Bap. erevr. elltaaiGs e

Mr. N. Wimalasena

8. 8. oocenesd Qw.

8. . 9. Qaabssr
Mr. D. B. Welagedera

8 8 c¥ cuemdénm» -
8. &. 8. Co. QrQewalr & et

Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne

08, o@C gacl »ud Ow, 08.3.8.
@@L 6Tlh. Uefe) HLIFe) Sy, eTLh. 0. 0F.
Mr. M. Falil Abdul Caffoor, M.B.E.
8. ¢ DL ¥ Ow.

@@L 6T, IH6) UTEST 10nsEsmT

Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar
e sRuzicw ©d O,

8. Canig sjuw@EemBsssT

Mr. George Abeyagoonasekera

ou’, 9. ¢edusYed O
85, erew. eten. CUFB ST

Mr. S. S. Abeysundera

08, ou'. gOB8 O,

B)(5. 6TLh. GTGD. 2/ LT & )
Mr. M. S. Amarasiri

F. ¢BEDEa® Do,

B, a. 2875606510
Mr. A. Amirthalingam

1042



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1043 B By Vx5 LeFAC®w 1044
FRTFREDNSed wNd: & 8 cwldznd 8ae dew
86 av

6T B ymsH
NOES

HaMow FSRDE D,

8. 585 51F 9|mibLc6)

Mr. Sugathadasa Arambewala
g ¢. geoewsy Ow-

8. oi. ar. 9ns585snm s

Mr., V. A. Alegacone

@G geBwmed @, ¢
By 216l o gyallanmy

Mr. Alick Aluwihare

8 8 g§Soc 2w,

Bw. 1. 15, 219 56

Mr. D. P. Attygalle

8. ofd. aRED. 9838w @,
Bw. &. erir. Loy, ot @M@ iw

Mr. C. F. W. Edirisuriya

28 8. ¢ mrned D, 3

8. a&. . adsmpmuss
Mr. H, B. Ekanayake

i, DESeDeBFecR S,
&\, oren. &8 76a eyl enien
Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai

PT e DGl 3 e,

8. #5850 &@Rewy g et
Mr. Chandra Karunaratne

88, e 5» O,

S@. aré. @&eTSet

Mr. H. Kularatne

SHEBRRe . cd. 8. 0T Dnend® D

B erev. Ggy. &f. GQFavaumprusin, By 2.
Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam, Q.C.

SHEB B D¥»uY chsYScd Swn,
B, Cauantetr O@rrseran, Suy. &,
Mr. Vernon Jonklaas, Q.C.

88, & P Becad Ow.

Ba. erib. e1. Leoflwsd
Mr. M. A. Daniel

8., 6. Rewdéz'm» D,

Bigs. . . BaET G
Mr. D. E. Tillekeratne

e, WeSBS HO e
. Cs. gengy Gavrin

Mr. K. Thurairatnam

0. oY e w,
8. eran. @5 eutomet

Mr. S. Thondaman

e, RDEL. e IMuad® .
8. Gs. L6y, Gsaupmusnd
Mr., K. W. Devanayagam
8 QEIEY 0o e

B@. 6. sinalstd

Mr. V. Dharmalingam

8. AW € .

B. &. pargernd

Mr. V. Navaratnam
ceDnde 3. SO, B, ey
QLn&LiT fF. 67D, 65. (GG S G6HT
Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan
GO0 S8 &8, 8.8.3.
et (malls ufsg, g..9.m.
Sir Razik Fareed, O.B.E.
Y. BcBiw @w,

8. a. Aelppu

Mr. A. Pilapitiya

oo 9w ocueddh D

8. Quenppev QuBran
Mr. Festus Perera

S8 o @8 cuedsh w,

B, g3. Gg. unhen GuGrom
Mr. G. J. Paris Perera

SHEBBe & & ouny »OACE S,

Dw. 8. a5. Qureerthuaib, u. 8.
Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, Q.C.

Y. ey BC yrns'eg P,

85, ereir. QLerfey Quireyen@Lr
Mr. N. Denzil Fernando

08, S By wrnsYg D,
B. erib. pev@er Quin@anGLr
Mr. M. Ruskin Fernando


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1045 1967 %8 19 1046
G QP Des %D : B8 ewfdsnd Egae E&icw

84 e

STRITSH

NOES

QRE2. 28 & C 2w @w.
8. Luefluy. erin. gb. . uewrnm
Mr. W. M. G. T. Banda

B, 2. & agi@d Cw,

8. . arw. A. uakiLny
Mr. D. M. T. Bandara

2, 8 @i’ wddh @,

S, e1av. eTib. ogeniissTTgm
Mr. S. M, Manickarajah

8. 9. €58 Ow.,

B €. erev. By,
Mr. C, N. Mathew

8. & Inaw’an O,
8. 5. 88, s suemLn
Mr. P. G. Muthubanda

28. &. 98, e dd ¢f @
Q@)L eTiD. F. eT&. (LNSDIDG 26Vl
Mr. M. E, H Mohamed Al

a. 5- dnﬁ@cm @mo

B®. . . congins
Mr. D. B. Ranatunga

e D el 3w dw., ©8.8.5,

Bm. Quree Gm. samels, e,
Mr. Donald J. Ranaweera, M.B.E.

gcDemral &. S meme

weug B saTE 5 o, Ugeure
Dr. A. Ratnapala

e, 98, HudmB 8 @,

8. erah. erib. Qunsinmenfléstb
Mr. S. M, Rasamanickam

&, 3. ed D D

B oren. LS. Geverau
Mr. S. B. Lenawa

2. 8. 8cdmen @,

8. = V. diGnains
Mr. D. B. Wijetunga

@l 8. BodB8 ®w.

8. 2. 5. Ganf
Mr, R. P. Wijesiri

080z R Bedulu dwn
B@w. el e allaasfiu
Mr. Edmund Wijesuriya

8. 8. J. 8dexysy e,

8. 5. 9. a. diréGanan
Mr. P. B. A. Weerakoon

ceRemndu; €8, OB, wud ew »

s Qu s RS erb. aé. &5 snBsa
Dr. M. H. Saddhasena

o8, O¢. BB8ee'm» ®wn.

8. Cx. e1ev. 8ifGscm
Mr. J. L. Sirisena

58, B2E»@udé® @w.

8. erih. Hau@surd
Mr. M. Sivasithamparam

8. BORm»Eud® .

8. M. A& giugd
Mr. T. Sivasithamparam

& O¢F. o snsnam Do,

Bw. 7. ad. Cr@pnuss
Mr. E. L. Senanayake

&, B o, »nEE B,

gl a. all. erav. anbs
Mr. A. C. S. Hameed

de’. onoBeey @,

8. erav. QancigCs
Mr. S. Hettige

e, 8, e Oan.

8. erav. V). Ganr s
Mr, S, B. Herath


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1047
NI D™D :
BT S DB DO,
(2L &Lr B YU seir )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I shall now put the third amend-
ment to the House.
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Question put, that the following words
be there added :
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“but regret that, contrary to Your
Government’s profession that it has
‘sought to wuse everv opportunity to
promote a just and lasting solution of
the problem of Vietnam and will continue
to do so’, Your Government has in fact
failed to condemn the aggression of the
United States of America against South
and North Vietnam and to demand the
unconditional withdrawal of U. S. armed
forces from Vietnam, which are essential
for a just and lasting solution of this
problem. ”
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MRr. DEPUTY SPEAKER, having collected
the Voices, declaned that the “ Noes ” had
it.
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The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 54 ; Noes 85.
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I shall now put the fourth amend-
ment to the House.
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“but inasmuch as,

this Speech, which refers again to
numerous unfulfilled old pledges and
which Your Excellency was required to
read for the third time as well, is full of
repetitions ;

it is now abundantly clear that this
Government is unwilling to liberate the
country from the stranglehold of the
English language which has been the
primary cause of the greatest national
decline, class distinction and national
discord ;

Your Excellency’s present Government,
without mentioning even a word about
the official language question but pur-
porting ostrich-like perhaps to indicate
to the people that there is no such
problem and that it has been solved
successfully and that Act is being imple-
mented, is doing administrative work in
the English language, having thrown the
gﬁicial Language Act into the waste paper

asket :

the gradual change-over to Sinhala in
administrative work, brought about by
the previous Government has been
abandoned and action is taken to re-
introduce English into Government
affairs ;

Your Excellency’s Government while
claiming that national education is
being imparted in the mother-tongue,
is not taking any steps to employ the
mother-tongue in the sphere of higher
educetion but is forsaking rural children
and poor, helpless urban children by
continuing the English medium in
medical, law, engineering and other
professional studies in the universities. ;

in spite of there being an Act called the
Language of the Courts Act No. 3 of 1961
never was a single case heard or a single
judgment written in the official language
in any Magistrate’s Court, in any Court
of Requests, in any District Court, in any
Assize Court, in any Supreme Court, in
any Court of Criminal Appeal, in Ceylon,
but instead all judicial work is conducted
in an alien language, not understood by
the masses ;

the existing system of justice, the
legal profession and many of its re-
lated conventions are totally alien to the
historical and cultural environment of
this country, Your Excellency’s present
Government, because of its attachment
and abject servility to the English mode
of life, as prevailing in England, is
attempting to shroud Mother Lanka with
the pig-tailed wig and other English
legal conventions, in its reluctance to
effect any change in this state of affairs;

even in the Labour Tribunals set up,
under the Industrial Disputes Act, for the
convenience of ordinary employees, the
proceedings, maintenance of records and

5
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writing of judgments are done not in the
Sinhala language, understood by the
workers of this country, but in the
mother-tongue of Her Majesty the Queen
of England ;

in the newly established corporations,
too, even internal administration is not
conducted in the official language, but in
English, which is regarded by the
Honourable Ministers of Your Excellen-
cy’s Government as their mother-
tongue ;

instead of framing ourselves in our
own language our own Constitution,
which should be the foundation of the
economic cultural and spiritual free-
doms of the people born in this country,
and which should be the purest symbol
of national pride and sovereignty, pre-
parations are being made to cut the cor-
ners, snip the edges, piece together and
thereby patch up the Soulbury Consti-
tution which is an English crown of
thorns hastily and secretly put together
and placed on our heads by the white
sahibs who handed over this country to
the black sahibs ;

the various forms of corruption, moral
degeneration, political vindictiveness,
nepotism, injustice, inequity and irra-
tionality which have spread throughout
the length and breadth of the land and
in every nook and corner of society since
Your Excellency’s Government came into
power, have paved the way for the
perversion and distortion of moral
precepts and practices, the philosophy of
life, the aesthetic sensibility, and the
moral virtues of our future generations :

we express our displeasure and deep
regret in regard to the alarming arrogant
and destructive aspect of Your Excel-
lency’s Government. ”
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER, having collected

the Voices, declared that the “ Noes” had
it.

e omEBY @8 ¢ BT
(sorflG Qarodler gy . Hoar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
Divide!
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The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 50 ; Noes 84.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I shall now put the original Ques-
tion to the House :
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Original Question put :

“gBod gelRMén®sy 88z 90y dm
Cec DNOD BERd dwewsry 00 ¥575 &3
BCw 38z v ' edn SRS W dlrnd
9e8usy WG wRw:

fgBeadt c@ens,

2 3Ee®rsInd 8 HBe®E VApSensy
88 oADMY cwgem WND 6INEDsS
Bewidm 878 @edaced wmShdwmew O ¢
RIS eHsY S €WV 6B, s cdm @E8umS
905 ¢ Bog® WamDCO quece gRth®es
@@ @E® AD ¢B IO €8S ey Ymw
s, "

“ Gueitenin gm@w wasr CsenGlub wyeuisesme)
Baipgsuce. Guésde wmOuomluns @sFamL
Sereurtd  Besrmlujengeaniud Forlliugrs

Cueirantn smBw 2 & 50 !

urgnesoens SpilerCGuras Guetmnn sE8w
stserne)  Ashg sl Cuisdws, 18 B8 sen
FenL WSS Gleromin B eTREETE  Hev Heni &
O gfelsGen G min. Cuentenn smBw Grigenmes
GTIDPET FLOALNGSOILLL GeeT el wdsar Bgih
b sl Sangs OFgsHCard eren o m& UsT
8Gmw .

“That this House do present the
following Address to His Excellency the
Governor-General in reply to his
Speech :

‘May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Members of the House of Re-
presentatives, thank Your Excellency for
the Speech with which you have been
pleased to open Parliament. We assure
Your Excellency that we shall give our
attention to all matters placed before
) £ ks
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MR. DepuTy SPEAKER, having collected
the Voices, declared that the * Ayes?”
had it.

ofed. @8, Rwe’ dF Mm@ Ow.
(S eri. gy Lwew LiewL T TGS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Divide !
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emiuns 85 ; erGons 52.

The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 85 ; Noes 52.

ad &8 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzorrey &. 1F. 19 feveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,
“That the Proposer and the Seconder

do present the Address of Thanks to His
Excellency the Governor-General.”
gdme E@um 2, wwmuden S
Aoy @s50UL0 eh p15QsTareriur g.

Question put, and agreed to.
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Address of Thanks to be presented by
two Members of the Government, viz.,

Mr. D. B. Ranatunga and Mr. M. S.
Amarasiri.
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And it being 5 P.M.,, MR. DEPUTY

SPEAKER adjourned the House without
Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until
2 p.M. on Sunday, 23rd July
1967, pursuant to the Resolu-
tion of the House this Day.
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