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The House met at 9.30 a.m., MRr. DEPUTY
SPEARKER [Mr. S. C. SHIRLEY CoRrea] in
the Chair.

HedDemra
oy Aelliiny
ANNOUNCEMENT

9. DY, cue»IEHm Oonmn
ACH 6C C cCu =z /3@

3]

- uBPQEw Barf : Sap.aren. eretr. Oscedly e

Buwioenrin

ACTING CLERK:.: APPOINTMENT OF
MR. S. N. SENEVIRATNE

Bowidn DBNGDDS
(et LT BrLST oj6ui&er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to inform the House that
His Excellency the Governor-
General, by his letter of 1st Septem-
ber 1967, which reads as follows, has
appointed Mr. S. N. Seneviratne,
Clerk-Assistant, to act as Clerk of
the House of Representatives :
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MR. A. G. SUBEHAMY, P.W.D. :
PAYMENTS DUE
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications: (a)
Is he aware that Mr. A. G. Subehamy
of Mahingoda, Eheliyagoda, has been
employed as a mechine operator in
the Department of Public Works ?
(b) Is he aware that this person has
served in Kandy, Nawalapitiya,
Hatton, Ratnapura and Avissawella
under this department? (c¢) Is he
aware that this person’s services were
later made available to the Health
Department, through the Department
of Public Works ? (d) Is he aware
that at the time of retirement Mr.
Subehamy was employed as machine
operator of the water-pump at the
Ehiliyagoda hospital in Avissawella ?
(e) Will he take action to pay
Mr. Subehamy’s pension, provident
fund moneys and the compensation
due to him in respect of the accident
that caused his retirement,;?
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(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance—on
behalf of the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications)
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EMERGENCY HOUSING SCHEME, MALIGAWATTE,
COLOMBEO
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(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara—on behalf

of Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third Col-
ombo Central)
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asked the Minister of Labour, Em-
ployment and Housing : (a) Will he
see that, at the Emergency Housing
Scheme, Maligawatte, Colombo— (i)
the damaged timber houses and the
internal paths of this scheme are re-
paired ; (ii) the public wells and
lavatories are also repaired ; (iii) the
drainage canals are cleared of rank
vegetation and regularly sprayed to
destroy mosquitoes ? (b) If so, when ;
and if not, why ?
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(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—Parliament-

ary Secretary to the Minister of Labour,
Employment and Housing)
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, Minister of Planning & Economic

Affairs and Minister of Information &
Broadcasting)

Certain information has to be
collected and I want a month’s time.

Sbczgnyed Dcn.

(B@. dlpuspsr)
(Mr. Wijesundara)

g sedwcd G 8HmiE® Rescszsyf
8¢ 8 Beax B 68 yI»BD @@
BsY 8BE&h e Bw o
eaDuBnecary ¢ a0 mOBS.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3419
&8 EEmd
od RRE o N
(Qaorsen i afl Cor@mpriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
3OV HES QY @By
Ge .

Egns

sdoe @p e @iSuwy H3IQ Bewo
DO CE.

elleemas  om Gl
Sl g.

Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Question No. 3.
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(Mr. Wimalasena)

A considerable amount of material
has to be collected and a month’s
time is required.
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Ruestion ordered to stand down.
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ARMY PENSIONS AND GRATUITY
REGULATIONS : AMENDMENT
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(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon—Dambulla—on
behalf of Mr. Keuneman)
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asked the Minister of Finance:
(a) WIill he take steps to have the
Army pensions and gratuity regula-
tions amended so as to enable
members of the Army to have their
prior services in other government
departments or in the unemployment
relief works taken into account in
assessing the pensions or gratuity
due to them ? (b) If so, when ; and
if not why ? '
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(Mr. Wimalasena)
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REINSTATED JANUARY 1966 STRIKERS :
ARREARS OF SALARY
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(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon—on behalf of Mr.
S. D. Bandaranayake—Gampaha)
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asked the Minister of Finance:
In view of the grave hardship
caused to the families of workers
who were interdicted or dismissed as
a result of the 8th January 1966
incident, will he consider the
question of payment of arrears to
workers who have since been
reinstated ?
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(Mr. Wimalasena)
Re-instatement of employees

who are interdicted or dismissed is
a subject which is dealt with by the
Public Service Commission, or other
authorities holdins powers delegated
by that body, while the terms and
conditions relating to each such case
are settled at the same time by such
authority. Payment is made or
withheld in accordance with such
settlement which cannot be varied
by a different agency.
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : (a)
Will he take action to upgrade the
post offices and sub-post offices as the
case may be, of Dehiowita, Para-
kaduwa, Deraniyagala, Maliboda,
Polgaswatte, Anhettigama, Panawala,
Godagmpola, Maniyangama, and to
provide telegraph and telephone faci-
lities to the Imbulpitiya, Polgaswatta,
Kahangama, Yatiwala, Hingurala-
kanda, Miyanawita and Maniyan-
gama sub-post offices? (b) If so,
when ; and if not, why ? (c) Will he
take action to provide for the delivery
of letters by the sub-post offices in
the Dehiowita Electorate where such
service does not exist at present ? (d)
If so, when ; and if not, why ?
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(Mr. Wimalasena—on behalf of the

Minister of Public Works, Posts and
Telecommunications)
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REDEMARCATION OF GRAMASEVAKA DIVISIONS
IN DEHIOWITA ELETORATE
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(Mr. Wijesundara—on behalf of Mr.
Weerasekera)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs :
(a) Is he aware that the Government
Agent, Keglle, and the district
co-ordinating committee were taking
action in 1966 to redemarcate thirteen
grmasewaka divisions in the Atulu-
gam and Panawal Korales ? (b) In
view of the fact that it is urgently
necessary will he take early action to
redemarcate, as proposed, at least the
gramasewaka divisions of Nilwala,
Udabage, Maliboda, Deraniyagala,
Udapola, Walpola, Imbulpitiya, Pana-
wala, Pathberiya and Algoda in the
Dehiowita Electorate? (¢) If so,
when ? (d) If not, why ?
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(The Hon. D. B. Welagedera Acting
Minister of Nationalized Services—on
behalf of the Minister of Home Affairs)
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SITTING OF THE HOUSE
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(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to

the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence & External Affairs)

I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 10 a.m. on Thursday,
7th September 1967, and that the hours
of Sitting that day shall be as though it
were a Fifth day from the Poya Day.”

o Do S0um Iy, “muddm Do,
dley SOSELILLG e mmisQETeTeniurL g.

Question put, and agreed to.
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Guale rmul Quipg. [Csis& b, Gl
Q) pLioLiT]
| surpruET 2jeuidFer G%iein & nnkEe)iEer.
Considered in Committee—[Progress,
S5th Sepiember.]

[Mr. Depury SPEAKER in the Chair].
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1Ieap 134.—MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE

AND Foob

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 473,969
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Amendment moved.—[5th September]:

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10.”
—[Mr. Ratnayake].

g’ e D wmBYA Dé® CL
afl@) BB 616 & BwibLiGLbm S,
Question again proposed.
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. ( 1)\ef[r. V. Annamalay—Appointed Mem-
er

Mr. Chairman, I am happy that I
have the opportunity to speak on the
Votes of this important Ministry. I
am aware of the good work that is

BHewldn @538 GeTAC®

being done by this Ministry.
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The
Hon. Minister has to be congratu-
lated for making the food drive a
success.

Of course, there is still a long way
to go, and I hope the Hon. Minister
wili succeed in stepping up food pro-
duction, particularly with the effi-
ccent machinery that he has.
There are well-trained officers
to assist him, and with their assis-
tance I think he will be able to
achieve the targets which the
National Government hopes to reach
in the way of paddy production.

The report of the Committee on
Utilization of Crown Land, issued as
Sessional Paper III of 1953, sets out
the position in regard to the acreage
under various crops. The total area
of the Island is about 16,210,000 acres.
Of this total extent, approximately
3.500,000 acres are under cultivation.
This area is occupied by the follow-
ing crops : tea, 561,000 acres; rubber,
655,000 acres ; coconut 1,070,000 acres ;
paddy 901,500 acres ; high land includ-
ing chena crops, 300,000 acres ; making
a total of 3487000 acres. The re-
maining acreage, namely, 12.725.000
acres, can roughly be grouped as
follows: roads, streams, tanks,
towns and villages, 1,250,000 acres;
forest, including national reserves
and sanctuaries, 3,500,000 acres;
rocky and steep lands, land over
5,000 ft. etc., 4.750,000 acres. The
balance available for future agricul-
tural development is 3,225,000 acres.

I think there has been a certain
amount of progress in the tea in-
dustry. The land wunder tea is
about 594,308 acres. Even with re-
gard to our other crops, more land
has been brought under them. The
land under rubber is 669,179
acres ; under coconut, 1,152.418 acres ;
and under paddy, 1,248,000 acres. So,
we still have for agricultural deve-
lopment about 3 million acres and we
can go well ahead with a crash pro-
gramme to develop the land and to
provide opportunities for unembloy-
ed youths, particularly those from
the villlages. Therefore, it is the duty
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of the Hon. Mnister to find the
means necessary Lo launch such a
crasn programme. At the moment we
are imporung most of our foodstuffs,
including grams, pulses, and otner
agricuitural produce. We should now
concentrate on producing these food-
stuffs locally so as to comp.etely do
away wiih these 1mports.

QOurs is an agricultural economy
and there is every possibility of
developing quickly. There is, of
course, room for increasing the
paddy yield. I think we are working
on the correct lines. If we apply fer-
tilizer properly, systematically and
regularly, 1 think we can increase
our yield by leaps and bounds. What
is necessary is, not bringing more
land under cultivation, but concen-
trating on the acreage presently
under paddy. I am not speaking of
the new fields that are to be opened
up for paddy cultivation. Even if we
concentrate on the 1,248,000 acres
that are being cultivated at present,
we can easily produce a good pro-
portion of our food requirements.

Our paddy yield is low com-
pared to other paddy-growing coun-
tries. It is about 35 to 40 bushels per
acre. With the high-yielding wvarie-
ties—I am now referring to our own
varieties of seed paddy—we shall be
able to increase our yield consider-
ably. I understand that the H-4
variety is very good and can be grown
in any part of the Island, and that the
yield is 80 to 120 bushels per acre.
Our present average yield is only 35
to 40 bushels per acre. If we can, av
least, attain an average yield of 80
bushels per acre, I think we should
be able to achieve our goal.

There must be demonstrations,
lectures and similar facilities. There
are, of course, the mobile units
which go to the villages, but I think
our approach should be such that the
administration will come into closer
contact with the farmers. Once
they know that they can increase the
yield by putting in a little extra
effort, I am sure they will do so and
help themselves and help the
Government in its food drive. In the
olden days if you went into the

1967 e don®8 6
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villages you could see cow dung
heaped up everywhere, and nobody
max.ng any use of it. Today I can
see people taking lorries and collect-
ing cow dung and utihzing it In
their fields. This shows that people
have now realized that they must
produce more if we are to live a
better and more comfortable life.

. on. 9.45

The farmer has to be given assis-
tance in various ways. For instance,
merely saying that {fertilizer is
avallable is not enough. There are
different varieties that should be
used at different intervals, and the
farmer must be educated in the pro-
per use of fertilizer. Fertilizer must
be made available in close proximity
to the villages, so that the farmer
can buy it when he wants it, We
have to organize some sort of a cam-
paign, like the anti-malaria campaign
and have agricultural units establish-
ed in every village to give the
necessary assistance to the farmers,
and also to give them advice on how
to deal with the various diseases
like the stem borer disease, paddy
leaf hopper disease, and the paddy
bug disease. For this purpose, it is
necessary to have agricultural
instructors in close vicinity, so that
they could exercise close supervision.
These diseases are now becoming
common and, therefore, these facili-
ties must be made available to the
farmer if he is to achieve the maxi-
mum result.

I think we have also to make a
start on wheat growing. I do not
know whether the Minister has
given his thoughts to this. We
import a large quantity of wheat
flour. While we are thinking of
erecting mills, for which we will
have to import the wheat. it would
be a good thing to start wheat grow-
ing at least on an experimental basis.

Equal importance should be
attached to the growing of cotton and
sugar cane. It is one of the ways by
which we can save a lot of foreisn
exchange. I do not think that the


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3431
duld®m emdusy B2m, 1967-68

[¢2F 206c8 @w.]

growing of cotton and sugar cane
should be done on a large scale or that
the State should undertake it.
Farmers can do this on the basis of
small-holdings, where they can give
closer attention to the plantation.

As regards the tea industry, we are
going through a difficult period. I am
glad the Hon. Minister has appointed
a commission. I was one who advo-
cated the appointment of a commis-
sion to go into this matter. The com-
mission is sitting, and we are waiting
anxiously for its report. At the same
time, I think it will be helpful if the
Government considers abolishing the
ad valorem tax. This tax encourages
the production of quality teas, only at
the expense of the low-grown teas.
Therefore, I think it will be more
beneficial if the ad wvalorem tax is
abolished.

I hope the Hon. Minister will give
equal attention to cattle farming too.
While we have cattle farming on a
large scale, if we want to develop
dairy farming, farmers also should be
able to buy the best breeds. I think it
would be advisable for this purpose,
instead of importing livestock and
spending large sums of money by way
of foreign exchange, to get down
frozen semen of quality bulls. In this
way we can improve this industry,
and the farmers who wish to purchase
hybrids can also be given an oppor-
tunity to do so.

I have some more matters to raise
but since you have restricted the time
limit I would conclude my speech.
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Fop)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

Sir, during the Throne Speech
Debate I criticized the Hon. Minister
for disbanding the committee of the
Panadura Multi-purpose Co-operative
Societies’ Union using emergency
powers in the process. On that ocea-
sion he said that he would give an
explanation during the Budget De-
bate. 1 want to remind him kindl'v
to give the reason as to whv he had
dissolved that committee. Tn ca<e he
has forgotten the facts T should like
to take a few minutes to state them
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The committee of this co-operative
union has been, in my view, func-
tioning satisfactorily and I think that
is also the view of the officials con-
cerned. It has been making good
profits. This union was due to hold
its meeting for the election of office-
bearers on 10th March, but by an
order of the Commissioner made on
8th March the meeting was postponed
sine die, and thereafter the Hon.
Minister made an order on 28th June
under tile Emergency powers dis-
banding the committee of this union.
It may be—I do not know—that about
three or four years ago two leading
U.N.P. people who were in that
committee resigned from the commit-
tee when there was some trouble—a
raid and an inquiry—and four peoples
were removed by the commissioner
himself using his powers under
Section 52.

Of the two UN.P. men who re-
signed one is Pinwala Ralahamy. He
is a contractor of the area. I think
if these people are not there the de-
ve opment of the co-operative move-
ment is possible. They have made
false representations against this
union when it is functioning satisfac-
torily. Apparently no inquiry has
been held and no charges have been
made against the committee and not
even the slightest inkling of a reason
has been given as to why this step
had to be taken. I should like the
Hon. Minister to give us the reason
for taking this action.
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(GG rraeri)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member for Baddegama
(Mr. Neal de Alwis) is disturbing.
Yesterday he said that he would
waive his time in favouriwfthe hon!
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Member for Kamburupitiya. If he
will not disturb I shall consider
allowing him five minutes after the
hon. First Member for Batticaloa
has finished.
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(oys& rraari)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member for Baddegama
said he was giving his time to the
hon. Member for Kamburupitiya.
However, I will give him five
minutes’ time since he is anxious to
speak. I would request him to
finish in five minutes.
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@)
(Mr. K. W. Devanayagam—Kalkudah)
Mr. Chairman, I wish to refer to

a few matters pertaining to this
Ministry.

The first matter is in regard to the
credit scheme for food production.
In this respect I must warn the
Hon. Minister that the food drive,
which he has launched in order to
achieve self-sufficiency in food, will
come to a halt. The credit scheme
was inaugurated with such protest-
ations of generosity and liberalism
that everybody was in a state of
expectancy. In fact, the only
condition laid down for the granting
of credit was that the applicant
should be in possession of land, even
if such land was under grant or
lease, and should be prepared to
cultivate it. Defaulters were not
debarred from getting credit.

This credit scheme was to be
channelled through co-operative
societies, and the officers of the
Co-operative Department were out
in the field streamlinins the
co-operative societies and asking
peovle to join the societies. Not
only did the peasants pay up their
share capital, but even those in
default paid up and joined these
societies. The societies then sent
in the'r loan avplications, and the
amounts applied for were known to
everybody. The government agent
even sent a revly to each societvy
saving that the loan annlied for had
been approved in principle.

Thereafter, a few weeks aoco, a
team from the People’s Bank began
to ex2mine these annlications on a
different footine. They examined it
on a eommercial basis, that is, from
the mnoint of view of the credit-
worthiness of the individuals-and.ef

Bewldn 9385 ©e3acw
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the society. They rejected the
applications of all societies that had
not paid their loans to the Agrarian
Services Department. They rejected
the applications of all societies that
had not paid their marketing loans
and were in arrears.

Now these societies have received
letters informing them that their
loan applications have been rejected.
As the hon. Member for Batticaloa
(Mr. Rajadurai) mentioned, about
44 applications have been rejected.
The net result is that those who
have no liability whatsoever and
who would have been eligible for a
loan under normal -circumstances,
are also deprived of this facility.
There are those poor people who
even pawned their jewellery to pay
up all arrears and make good in
order to get this credit facility. They
are in a state of despondency.

I do not oquarrel with the
Hon. Minister. I am one of those
who are against the waiver of unpaid
loans because I feel that evervbody
should have a sense of obligation
and should be encourased to repay
loans. Even persons with the desire
to repay loans are now thinking of
defaulting in the hope that s me
day at some stace their outstanding
loans also will be waived.

Now, these people are in great
difficulty. If the grant of a loan is
to depend on the conditions you
have now laid down, the loan one
would get would be far less than
what one would have got under the
normal circumstances from the
Agrarian Services Denartment.
Therefore, I would request the
Hon. Minister to look into this
matter.

The next matter is in regard to the
farm schools. This matter was also
raised by the hon. Member for
Batticaloa. This was the only farm
school in the Batticaloa District. As
vou know, even before the Gal Ova
Seheme was inaugurated Batticaloa
Distriect was the largest paddy
producing district. In 1940, when
there was a scarcity of imported rice
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in this country and Colombo was
almost without rice, it was from the
Batticaloa District that rice was
transported to Colombo.

&, &n. 11.30

This school, which has always
been in the Batticaloa District, has
been closed down and another has
been opened at Vavuniya. Under
the Votes of the Department of
Education we found unnecessary
weightage given to the North. I do
not think there are Tamil interests
only in the Northern Province.
Large sections of the people of the
Eastern Province have been
neglected. Already the people are
grumbling that these things are
creating a division between the
Northern Province Tamils and the
Eastern Province Tamils.

Although, in principle and in fac{:’)
Members of the Federal Party agree
with me, they are in the embarras-
sing position of not being able to say
what I am able to say because the
same thing might be said against
them, namely, that they are trying to
create a division between the
Northern Province Tamils and the
Eastern Province Tamils. But that is
no reason why the Eastern Province
Tamils should continue te suffer a
disability for no fault of their own.

Eastern Province was the largest
paddy producing area long before the
Jaffna peninsula was ever thought of
in connection with paddy production.
Now they have many agricultural
schools, but the only farm school that
was in the Eastern Province has been
closed and a new school opened at
Vavuniya. I hope the Hon. Minister
will remedy this defect and have this
school opened again.

The next question I wish to raise
is with regard to the co-operatives. In
fact, I want to congratulate the Hon.
Minister for the stern action he has
taken against bad societies. Corrup-
tion is endemic in every walk of life
in this country, and in the Co-
operative Department it is spreading
fast. Unless this trend is arrested by
some means, the movement\Wwiil go to
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rack and ruin. Whenever a society
or its committee or the manager him-
self is corrupt, there should be
provision to deal with them. The
provision that exists in the Co-
operative Societies Ordinance 1s
ineffective. By the time investiga-
tions are started and a decision 1S
arrived at, the society itself is not in-
existence.

In my electorate there was a
society which was very bad. In fact,
I did not know anything about the
steps that were taken. There was &
report from the department, and an
independent report by the G. A., that
the society should be dealt with. You
have appointed a board. What hap-

ened ? The people who were dis-
atisfied ran to the Member for
Nallur (Dr. Naganathan), who had
no interest whatsoever in my elector-
ate. The man who went and
complained to him is a supporter of
the Tamil Congress. The hon. Mem-
ber went to your Ministry and kicked
up a row over the matter without
knowing the facts. If he had known
the facts he would himself have
endorsed the action that was taken.
This same man had taken Rs. 500 to
go and see the Minister with regard to
this same matter, and that matter is
still pending. This is the kind of man
who holds the whole committee to
ransom, and the committee is incap-
able of acting by itself.

Therefore, some sort of action
should be taken in regard to these
matters. Corruption must somehow
or other be arrested and remedial
action taken.

With regard to cultivation com-
mittees, I must say they are the bane
of cultivators in our areas. There is
community cultivation, and there arc
certain duties the wel vidanes have
been performing in my area. At
every cultivation committee meeting,
the first resolution that is passed is,
“Please do away with the cultivation
committees because they are not
functioning as they should.” They
are involved in politics. Whenever
one section comes to power the other
section is not given the facilities they
should. get.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

e

J47Y
Cuddn emg®uyl vmw, 1967-68

[ed Dnua® @]

In the ordinance, Section 36 A is the
only section which deals with the
duties of cultivation committees. The
duties described are of a technical
nature—to examine soil and various
other things. The committees that are
now functioning are utterly incapable
of performing any of these functicns.
Not only are they not looking after
cultivation but they are involved in

politics and petty quarrels, and
nothing is happening.
Therefore, I would beg of the

Minister to look into this matter. If
a plebiscite is taken on this matter, I
can guarantee that everybody will
want the cultivation commitiees
abolished.

There are so many other matters I
wish to raise, but I have to stop
because there is no time. I thank you
very much for the few minutes
allowed me.

@n8e 5y, 8. cweld (wSwnY

E€ZNd)

(s erer. erw. QUCTIr—wig T
Carien_)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

The Hon. Minister did not speak
during the Second Reading Debate.
As a result, I have to start a little
earlier. If he had spoken I might
have started from where he left, but
as it is I have to go back a little.

During the last Budget Debate I
placed certain facts before the Min-
ister with regard to purchases of
flour. The Minister took up the posi-
tion that the deficit was something
like Rs. 12 million. I proved by
figures that the deficit could only be
Rs. 5 lakhs. I also said that in point
of fact even that deficit of Rs. 5 lakhs
need not have occurred if the Food
Commissioner had done his purchases
prudently.

The Minister tried t¢ refute the
position I took up and I am sorry that
in the process of answering me he
thought it fit to make certain allega-
tions of irresponsibility cagainsty re:

BDewldm @535 ©eBACWE
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Now, I want to refute some of those
statements and I hope you will bear
with me for some time.

The first point I made was that
when flour was available, according
to my information, at £26 a ton, the
Food Commissioner prepared to buy
French flour at £30 odd.

Two reasons were given for this
purchase. One was that there was a
contract or agreement between the
Food Commissioner’s Department and
the French firm, a contract or agree-
ment in which I was supposed to
have had a hand because a Treasury
official had sanctioned it. That is
not true.—[Interruption]. I will tell
you why. I will presently read out
to you the relevant letters. There
was some attempt to arrive at an
agreement but it was never ratified.
In point of fact the letters of the Food
Commissioner bear that out. I shall
read them out in a moment.

In any case, I had nothing to do
with any agreement. If an agreement
is signed with regard to food pur-
chases—

as 29, 8. g
(Qa@errey erib. to. LiwrL_m)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Nothing to do with the contract.

Hnde Y. 0. cvedsh

(serp G erer. erib. Qulrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But you gave the impression that I
had something to do with it. This is
what you said :

“The purchases from the Consortium
were made in pursuance of a three-year
agreement initially negotiated not—I have
the word ‘not’ underlined here—by the
Food Department but by a Treasury offi-
cial in Paris at the time when the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota himself was
Minister of Finance.”—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
2nd September 1966 ; Vol. 69, c. 2799.]

The implication of that statement is
that I was a party to, or I connived
at, that agreement. In point of fact,
never, did I agree to such an agree-

pa
BPhenad.
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Just before I fell ill, a Tamil gentle-
man by the name of, I think, Jeya-
lingam—Jeya something—saw me
about this and I said I had nothing
to do with it and I referred the matter
to my Treasury officials. As far as I
was concerned, there was no finality
in this matter ; there was no commit-
ment of any type. This is borne out
by the statements of your own offi-
cials. This is the letter dated 17th
March 1965 sent by the Food Com-
missioner to the French firm :

“FP/DP/843
March 17, 1965.

M/s. Compagnie Francaise Commerciale
et Financiere,

No. 5, Rue Du Louvre,

Paris, France.

Dear Sirs,

Contract for purchase of 250,000 tons of
wheat flour—1965/67

With reference to the above contract,
I write to advise you that the require-
ment relating to the second lot of 50,000
tons of flour to be supplied in the second
half of 1965 is confirmed. This, I pre-
sume, will enable the French authorities
to set apart the quotas of wheat to be
milled in 1965 for export to Ceylon. The
price negotiations for this second lot of
flour could take place in May/June 1965
in terms of the contract. .

Yours faithfully,
(Signed)
Food Commissioner, ”

These documents are in your files
and you can check them up. I am in-
clined to believe that you will never
be given these files because they want
to hide these facts. I ask the Hon.
Minister to produce a single letter of
protest on the part of the Food Com-
missioner if he was not actually him-
self in accord with this so-called
agreement that they wanted to sign.

This letter is signed :
“ Yours faithfully

Food Commissioner. ”

o 0. 8. agdm

(Qserres erib. 1e. LIGHTL_IT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Is that a bad deal we gotdnto\?
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G1ehdeo DuY. 8. euedd
(srflF erar. erd. QuGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My impression is that it was a bad
deal. It was a bad deal because you
are paying a much higher price than
you should. At the time the Food
Commissioner went across and pur-
chased this flour at £30, there was
already an offer in Ceylon at £26,
although your own statement says
the offer was £28. I am prepared to
accept your £28 but still it was less
than the actual purchase made from
France.

Then there is this letter of 22nd
May 1965 sent by the same Food
Commissioner. This was after you
came into power. The Food Depart-
ment File Number is FP/DP/843.

“Messrs. Compagnie Francaise
Commercials Et Financiere,

15, Rue De Louvre, Paris, France.

Dear Sirs,

I have to acknowledge with thanks
your letter of 26th March, 1965 ”—

I suppose in reply to that letter of
17th March, you got a reply, and this
is further sent by the Food Commis-
sioner.

—“regarding the purchase of flour
from your firm on the contracts signed
by us sometime ago. I regret the delay
in replying to this letter which was due
to the fact that the General Election
which fell due in March resulted in the
election of a new Government—a fact
which necessarily led to a certain amount
of delay before this matter could be sub-
mitted for the consideration of the Cabi-
net. At the time when we communicated
our intention of buying a further 50,000
tons subject to price negotiation, during
the second half of 1965 the flour consump-
tion had risen to abnormal heights and
we anticipated that this high consump-
tion trend would continue. It has since
been found that the consumption is com-
ing back to fairly normal levels and that
a further purchase of 50,000 tons during
the second half of the year will be in
excess of our requirements. ”—

So that really there was no hard and
fast obligation on the part of the de-
partment to buy the flour.

—“We are however looking into the
prospects of purchasing this second lot
of 50,000 tons in the first half of next
year and I do not anticipate much diffi-
Culity in this connection.
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2. As regards the long term agreement
for the purchase of 250,000 tons up to the
period June 1967, the new Government
has not found it possible to ratify it in
a positive way. "—

In other words, if we had ratified
it, the question of your ratifying
would not arise. At least even at
that stage no ratification had taken
place. You yourselves had refused to
ratify. Therefore the answer given

by you in September 1965 is not a
correct answer.

There was no obligation on the part
of the Food Commissioner to pur-
chase this flour from France from the
Consortium but he preferred to
buy it for very good reasons which
he alone knows.

That is not all. What is the other
reason that you give ? You say quite
naturally the French flour is better
‘than the Italian flour and therefore
you preferred even to pay a little
more. That is your own position. I
will read your own statement if you
want. You say Italian flour is gene-
rally about £2 a ton cheaper than
French flour and Italian flour is in
the region of £28 a ton, giving the
impression that Italian flour is bet-
ter for particular purposes. Even
that is not true, Mr. Minister. These
are facts that your officers do not
give you.

Here is your own test carried out
at the Test Bakery, Magazine Road.
This is a letter addressed by the offi-
cials to the Food Commissioner, by
the technical officers of your depart-
ment. What do they say ? I will not
read the whole thing. What do they
say ?

“ Recommendation.

The two (2) samples of Italian Flour
sent for Baking Test and a report appear
to be of medium strength, and when sub-
jected to our standard ‘Test Mix’ it pro-
duced loaves of fair medium quality.

BHewulidm @535 D€BDC®
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Out of the two brands it appears that
the “ Tiger” brand—

That is the Italian brand—

—*“is a little better than the other.
However, to produce a good commercial
loaf, this flour should be mixed with
other strong flours in the following
ratios :

50 per cent Australian with 50 per cent
Italian.

25 per cent American with 75 per cent
Italian.

40 per cent Canadian with 60 per cent
Italian. ”

8. en. 11.45

I now come to the German flour.
This same report says :

“This sample appears to be of medium
strength and under our standard ¢ Test
mix’ produces loaves of poor quality.
Therefore, it has to be mixed with some
other strong flour in the following ratios :

25 per cent German with 75 per cent
Australian or Canadian or
American. ”

So, from the point of view of quality,
the German flour, which was partly
provided by your Consortium in
France, was inferior to the Italian
flour.

I come to the French flour. The re-
port says:

“This sample of French flour appears
to be of medium strength and under our
standard ‘Test mix’, produces loaves of
poor quality. Therefore, to produce a
good commercial loaf, it should be mix-
ed with other strong flours such as Ame-

rican, Canadian or Australian flours in
the following ratios :

50 per cent Australian flour with 50
per cent French flour.”

And the others are 40 per cent
Canadian with 60 per cent French
flour. You will therefore see that
your French and German flour is in-
ferior to the Italian.

But your statement here, before
this House, in order to justify the
purchase of flour from France, the
Consortium, was that the Italian flour
was inferior and therefore you were
prepared to pay £2 extra per pound.
This is not borne out by facts. There-
fore, Mr. Minister, do not charge me
with ‘irresponsibility.
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1 am placing all these facts after a
fair study of this matter and I am
satisfied that I have a case against
your Food Commissioner. Mr. Minis-
ter, do not forget that I had to spend
eight years of my life here in Parlia-
ment in order to nab one man,
Jayanetti. Eight long years I had to
spend to nab him, and I was able to
nab him only because I was Minister
of Finance.

The final papers came to me when
he was still in the Department of
Census and Statistics.
happened ? I wanted to interdict him
then, but civil servants were object-
ing to it. They said, “ You had no
right to look into the income-tax
figsures.” He had given false income
tax figures, but they said, “ You have
no right to look into the income-tax
figures although you are Minister of
Finance. They are confidential docu-
ments.” I adopted a rule in order to
get him nabbed. What did I do? I
said, “ All right.” I asked the Commis-
sioner of Inland Revenue to file action
against him for sending false returns
of income tax. As soon as this was
done, the documents became public
and I was entitled to look into them.
On the basis of it, I interdicted him.

How many people came to me
asking me not to interdict him and to
give him a chance to retire ?

It took me eight years to nab this
man. And I will have to spend
another eight years to nab the new
man ! I have good reason for saying
that he should be nabbed. And
please do not charge me with irres-
ponsibility. Shortly after my speech
here on the Ministry Votes last year,
I went out of the Island, and I was
hurt when I read the strong language
the Minister had used. The Hon.
Minister actually referred to me and
said that I had made rather irres-
ponsible statements against very
honourable, responsible, honest and
hardworking officers.

No, Mr. Minister, I have no objec-
tion to your making a charge. 1
never made a charge against you. I
never made a charge against you in
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my whole speech. I said, “ Please 1n-
quire into this case; these are the
facts I place before you. » Instead of
doing that you preter to accept a
statement by these people and say
that we make irresponsible utterances

against them.

Now, I have placed before you
your own statement, and the grounds
on which you made your charge
against me are found not to be true
from your own documents produced
from your own department. That is
the first point I wanted to make with

regard to flour.

The second point I want to make is
about lentils. In point of fact, Mr.
Minister, on that occasion L gave you
facts and figures about purchases
made in Hong Kong and Singapore.
You never repudiated those charges ;
you only harped on this matter. Does
that prove that I am correct with re-
gard to the purchases at Hong Kong
and Singapore at a higher price ? Why
is the Hon. Minister merely shaking
his head ? You purchased flour from
Hong Kong and Singapore at a much
higher price. Why, when there was
an offer from Italy at £28, according
to your own figures? The Food
Commissioner did not accept the offer
of Italy here, but he went abroad and
on his way back he touched at Italy
and then accepted the offer at a
higher price—at £28-10-0. In Ceylon
he was offered flour at £28; he did
not accept that. He went abroad and
bought French flour at £30, and on
his way back from France, stopped at
Italy and purchased at £28-10-0.—
again 10 shillings more. Ten shillings
per ton on 20,000 tons is £10,000. Not
a small amount! Why all this ? This
gentleman was going abroad as the
Consortium was giving him a free
passage. You stopped him because it
was very unseemly that he should ac-
cept such an offer. Therefore, please
do not make counter charges without
verifying all the facts.

Now, take the case of lentils. What
happened ? I made the charge that
instead of buying direct from» Syria
you were buying Syrian lentils in
Beirut through brokers. What is the
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position you took up? You said:
“ What can we do if the Syrian people

are not prepared to sell except
through brokers ?” That is not true.

o DO, B. AeT s

(Oserras erib, to. LiewrL_ir)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
It is true.

@da OnY. 9, cueds

(8015 % orer. erib. QuCramr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is true only in this sense—that
your officials were anxious that we
bought through brokers, and the
Syrian officials also were anxious that

you bought through brokers. What
has happened now ?

o0& 8. 8. ey

(Cserras erib. 1o. LievrL_ )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

When we communicated with Syria
they were not prepared to sell direct,

HAde VY. 8. cuweds

(serflG erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I know all that. In point of fact,
your friend, the Food Commissioner,
went in March 1966. He did not go
to Syria for that purpose. It was
part of a round that he did on some-
thing else—he dropped in at Syria.
But the Hon. Minister of Commerce
and Trade, Dr. Peiris, went to Syria
along with Mr. Senaratne and laid
the basis for the agreement which
was finalized at the end of last year

and signed early this year. Is that
correct ?

oG 2O, 8. AeT @
(Qaeroey erib, 1o. LIGRTL_IT )
{(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Not correct.

®28e sy, DO, cweBs
(T B% eresr. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What do you mean by saying “not
correct ” ?

BIGc67 &) Y5 @eFAE®w
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oy 9. 8. gy
(C@errar erib. 10. LiadrLi)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

All these people went there, but
they were not prepared then to—
[Interruption].

@l Y. 8. cuelsé
(srfG erar. erir. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You have signed an agreement
now.

ol 8. 8. A @
(Qaerrar erib. 0. Liedrir)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

We continued to pursue it and now
we have been able to sign an agree-
ment. Last year they were not ready
to—[Interruption].

@rnde dDuy. 3O, cueds
(soorflG erer. erib. QuGrrir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I will admit that the Syrian officials
also were not ready.—[Interruption].
That is why I said, try and get a gov-
ernment to government contract. And
you succeeded after the Hon. Minister
of Commerce and Trade went there.
That was the beginning of your suc-
cess. Even in September 1966, when
you were talking—[Interruption].

o . &. AL an

(Qsorras erib. te. Lighre_ir)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

After the Hon. Minister of Com-
merce and Trade went, he tried
further and—[Interruption].

HDée duY. 8. ecwess
(sorfl erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Senaratne was the man who
successfully negotiated this agree-
ment, and now you say that the
Syrian Government was not pre-
pared.©"'Why did they sign it now ?
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o D, &. e
(Qserrar erib, to. LiGHTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Because we were subsequently able
to get them to agree—[Interruption].

gde DuY. 98. cuedl

(srplB erer. erd. Qulror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All that it means is this: it re-
quires an effort to get at the proper
parties, get at the top people con-
cerned, and then come to an agree-
ment. There was no serious effort
made, although these people went, to
get the contract. That is my com-
plaint. And, as a result of the con-
tract, what is the present position
today ? You are buying cereals from
Syria on the contract at £40 a ton
whereas—[Interruption].

o 8. &. g
(Qserrey erib. to. LiedTL )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
It is more.

&8 Y. 98. eseds

(sor B& arer. erwn. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No. At the present moment, on
your contract you have bought 25,000
tons at £40 a ton. That is the pre-
sent position. What was the pur-
chase immediately before that ? Even
while that contract was going on—
and that is my charge—lentils were
being bought here at £68 to £70 a
ton.

o 28, 8. 9

(Qzerreay orth. 1. LibTLIT)

The Hon. M. D, Banda)

Because lentils were not available.

Gabw Y. . oueddh

(sor S erer. erwn. QuGrmrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Agreed, Mr. Minister, Lentils
were difficult to get. I am not
denying that. There were -certain
difficulties no doubt, but all that I
am saying is if a sericus‘effort tad
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been made earlier, on a Government
to Government basis, you could
have got them much cheaper. My
complaint is that your officials were
not keen about it.

ad 28. &. e
(Qzarrau GTLD., 1®. LIGWTL_TT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
They were keen.

Hhde D5y, 2O, esedd

(ser b5 erer. ertb. QuGrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have good reasons for saying so.
May I tell you why I am making
this charge ?

o OO, 8. DT
(Qserrer erib. (o. LIGRTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
You are not fair.

@ndw 5. 90, cveldd

(srB &5 erer. erb. QuCror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In July Mr. Basil Rajanayagam
was given a contract, without call-
ing for tenders, to supply two
thousand tons. You negotiated the
transaction through Mr. Basil Raja-
nayagam who acted as broker.

o 20, 8. g tn

(Q@erres Grib. Lo. LIGRTL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Because we wanted lentils.

Gnse %Y. 98. ouedd

(BT &5 erar. erb. QuUGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Please look into this. Imme-
diately prior to your giving the
contract to Mr. Basil Rajanayagam
tenders were called for, but still the
contract was given directly to him.
Why did you do that when you had
called for tenders only a few days
prior to this contract? Do not
shake your head. You inquire into
the credentials of Mr. Basil Raja-
nayagam and see who he is,
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ad 8. 8. aen'
(Q&ersas ertb, (0. LIGRTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
The Indian contractors
defaulting.

were

Gprde Y. 8. cueldd

(serfS erer. ertb. QuGrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All right. The Indian people
were insisting on sterling. I am not
denying that. If that were so why
are you negotiating the contract
with individuals ?

o 20. 8. ALY

(Q@erres erib. 1o. LrewrL_im)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

You are allowing some prejudice
to run

@n8e DuY. DO. el
(sorfS erer. erw. QuUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have no prejudice against any
individual. I am only concerned
with

ad 2. 8. e

(Qserrey erib. 1. LIGRTLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

You should take an cbjective
attitude——

ande Y. 8. osedd

(sarfg erer. erb. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am going purely on facts and
fisures that I have got. I have the
full list for the whole of your
purchases for 1967. I can give every
purchase you have made up to the

present.

o 22, 8. D &

(Qa&ermrey 6rib. Lo. LIGRTL_IT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

It is not a secret. I myself will
give that. The point is, you must
go on the background——

Bewldm @s35 OeFDCE®
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pnde D5y, OC. eweddh
(soorpg erev. erib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am quite aware of the back-
ground. All that I am asking is
this: Why is it that your Food
Commissioner in certain cases calls
for tenders and in other cases gives
a direct contract ?

NG DO, 8. AEH @
(Q&erres erib. 1o. LIGRTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The Food Commissioner does not
act on his own. There is a board.

&8 Y. IO. gwedd

(s@rpg erer. erib. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am not at all happy about this.

Eens s
(oy&&@TmFeri)
(The Chairman)

How much longer will the hon.
Member take ?

e D5Y. D0, euvedd
(sor % erer. ertb. GQuGrmrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

A few more minutes, Sir.

od 0. B. g an
(Q&eroey erib. (0. LIGWTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

It is very unusual of you to take
a non-objective attitude.

HHde 0z, 0. esedsh

(s@rfS erer. erib. QuBrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am taking an objective attitude.
I am going on the facts and figures
that I have and not on any specula-

tion. I have got to deal with sugar
also.
weneH

(&S rraeri)
(The Chairman)

How long will the hon. Member
take 7
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@8 D5y, DO, eseld

(soor g% erev. ertb. QuUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Since this is rather an important
matter I suggest we do take a little
more time even if it means that we
have to appropriate a few minutes
from the time allotted to the
Ministry of Labour. We must be
allowed a little more time if the
hon. Members are agreeable.

NS

(Sya&@rrFeri)

(The Chairman)

The suggestion that we take a
little more time from that of other
Ministries is made very often, but
having done so they send in a list of
speakers with about thirty names.

@ade 05y, 8. evedd
(swrp& crer. erd. QuGrTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Labour is the last Ministry.

23ENB5Y

(ys@rraeri)

(The Chairman)

If you reduce the number of Mem-
bers listed to speak it is all right,
otherwise it becomes very difficult
for me.

sande 0. 2. gueddh

(se0r & orer. erib. QuGTrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Anyhow, compared to the past
years we have done fairly well—
thanks to you. We have to give you
the credit for being a little firm at
the correct moment and for being
tactful. I think that we should take
a little more time on this Ministry.

23eNBS

(os&rreer)

(The Chairman)

How many more minutes does the
hon. Member want ? The Minister
wants one and a half hours. I told
him to have one hour.
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aHnde 957, 8. cwedd

(soorfG erar. erb. QuUGrzr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am not disposed to disagree with
you, but I feel that we should have a
little more time. I will take about
ten to fifteen minutes more.

BB

(9&% mmrFeri )

(The Chairman)

Thereafter the Minister will reply.

3. 8. ey meww sy e,

(‘@@ £. 9. QzarearCarer)

(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon)

840 ESDedd 50RO
BN ) crw BsCen HEwH gId@s
RD cr’eh RNedmh. & oy LG

ensB

(oys&mmreeri)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
will take fifteen minutes and the
hon. Leader of the Opposition will
be given ten minutes. I will not
allow any other speeches.

Order, please! The Sitting is sus-
pended till 2 p.v.

defge &

S ¢PWMCD MHOEWMD gy BD»
Gy, @ . 2

Q 2m LIV G2

2seTng  Swie) QLB ossiul®  WBeuGin
. 1. 2 ewld@ 2prbumuin mr.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 2 p.n.
and then resumed.

Hprnde DY, 2O, esedd
(sorflG erer. ertb. QuiGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Chairman, when we suspended
the Sitting for lunch I was dealing
with the question of lentils.

May I run through quickly the
other question of sugar. The position
I have taken is that where we have
trade agreements with a number of
countries like Bulgaria and China,
without using the scarce sterling we
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have, direct barter agreements are
possible. The Hon. Minister says:
“What are we to do if these coun-
tries are not prepared to sell direct ?”
That is not correct.

I will give you all the information.
I have got a full list of the orders
made in 1966 as well as in 1967. On
7th February 1967 you got 10,000 tons
of Bulgarian sugar delivered in
February/March tarough West Ger-
many at £19-10-0 c. & f., the broker
being Palaniandy. I made some in-
quiries from the Bulgarians and I am
told that no approach had been made
to the embassy either here or there.

o 0. 8. g an

(Gserras erib. 1o. LiGwTLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
We sent out circulars.

i Y. D, guedd
(swrflE erer. erd. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Your department sent out a general
circular, but you must follow wup.
After all, it is in the
interest of our country to see that we
get the benefit of these direct deal-
ings so that we can save the sterling.
The moment you go through a
broker you have to open Letters of
Credit and we tie up our sterling. It
involves so much.

On 11.4.67 you bought 10,000 tons
of sugar direct through the U. S. S. R.
Embassy. That is correct. It is a
direct purchase from the Soviet
Union at £21.

What I am objecting to is this. On
11.5.67, about a month after, you
bought Bulgarian sugar, not by tender
but by negotiation. And, who are the
people concerned ? A West German
firm called Westzucker whose agent
is Ganhewa, care of Abeysinghe. I
have mentioned this Abeysinghe
before. This is a very unsatisfactory
practice by which you are opening
the door to all manner of shady deal-
ings which arouse suspicion in our
minds. You pick on iust one broker
for vour neontiations. That is also
what T am objecting to.

Hewldm 0535 VeRBDC®
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My good Friend has partly met me
by removing the officer concerned
and transferring him elsewhere. I
have nothing against that officer. I
am only concerned with following
the correct procedure. Where an
offer is made, whether it be sugar or
flour or anything else, by a country
with which we have a trade agree-
ment, in every such case the depart-
ment should refuse to employ an
intermediary but deal direct with that
country. I am satisfied after having
had discussions with embassy officials
and various people that they are
always willing to have direct deal-
ings. In this way you avoid a lot of
suspicion too. That is the principle I
want the Hon. Minister to follow. I
will not go further into that.

I have got the facts and figures
here. If the Hon. Minister wants
them I can give them to him. As late
as Tth June negotiations had taken
place through Abeysinghe. I think
during the Second Reading Debate I
referred to the purchase of Chinese
sugar. The department came out with
the statement that I had mixed up
Taiwan and China. I know the
difference. You have bought from
Thailand, you have bought from
Taiwan and you have bought from
China—mind you, delivered through
Hongkong. I am not going further
into that matter. All that I say is,
adopt some principle which will
avoid any kind of suspicion on this
score.

Now I shall pass on to somthing
else. Take the Hedigalla Govern-
ment Rubber Nursery. What has
happened ? The Rubber Research
Institute in the year 1957 started a
rubber nursery there in order to
provide planting material under
the replanting scheme. The
nursery was considered unsatisfac-
tory, and the Rubber Replanting
Advisory Board—I have got the
document here with me: document
No. RRB 669—decided to close it
down.—[Interruption1l The number
of the document is RRB 669. T do not
have the date. You can check it up.
When the nurserv was to close down
the Director of the Rubber Research
Institute submitted to the Rmubber
Controller the correct figures relating
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to the planting material available at
the nursery—No. 404/D of 5th July
1966. The Rubber Controller wanted
to dispose of the remaining material
among the smallholders participating
in the subsidy scheme. Lo and
behold, what happened ? The nur-
sery plants were not there; most of
them had vanished ! According to the
Visiting Agent’s report—Document
RRB 639—180,885 germinated seeds
were planted in 1965. Again the
Visiting Agent’s report—Document
RRB 687—states that there were
132,593 good plants in the 1965 planta-
tion after weeding out the weak
plants, and these were the plants
available as at 31.12.66. But when they
actually started to get at the plants
for distribution, it was reported that
out of those 132,593 plants, 109,307
plants had been thrown away as
unsatisfactory. Only something like
19,000 plants were supposed to be
there. Obviously there is some
hanky-panky in this business. Out of
the total of 132,593 plants, 109,307 are
thrown away as bad plants. It cannot
be so. The funny thing is that all the
books have gone up in smoke ! Books
are no longer available. They had to
re-do some books in order to get at
the stocks. I think there is some
hanky-panky in this matter. I hope
the Hon. Minister will look into it.

The same situation exists with
regard to the egg business. Rats have
attacked the eggs in your Marketing
Department ! I have got all the facts
and figures with me. I do not want
to take the time of the House in
referring to this. I am told that not
less than 104,870 eggs are missing in
this way. What they do is, they make
bogus bills saying that eggs have been
disposed of or thrown away as rotten.
This matter too should be looked
into.—IInterruption] There is a big
refrigerator there. Why cannot you
use it ?2 Apparently that is also being
badly looked after by the engineer
and the result is that it is not
functioning very satisfactorily.
«Rats” have apparently got into
that place through one hole or
another.

One word about the Meteorology
Department : This department has
been neglected by the Ministry. I do
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not blame the Minister. He has got
too much work and he is very hard-
worked.

Please appoint a Ministerial com-
mittee or some other committee to
investigate that department. It is
seething with discontent. The obser-
vers are not getting their promotions.
There is a block in the middle. The
people who are graduates are stuck
with administrative work and do not
do any research work at all. The posi-
tion is very unsatisfactory and I
would ask the Minister to give a little
attention to the Meteorology Depart-
ment which, as I said, is seething with
discontent.

I want torefer to one or two
matters regarding my constituency.
It is unusual.

Goed @lb. 8. A wdsnen Sa.
(G DBDOC E)

(B SPwrCar oyi. w©. uawLTr
D& E— 5 SRT SN )

(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
Attanagalla)

Why unusual ?

Gnde OuY. DO. eseddh
(sr B erer. erd. QuUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not generally peddle parochial
matters in a Debate such as this.

A number of cultivators have
brought to my notice that they can-
not get H-4 or H-8 seed paddy in the
whole of the three korales. I think
these types should be made available
to them also. They too should be
given a chance of increasing their
yields.

They have also complained that in
that whole area there are only two
rickety tractors available. They are
often in a broken-down condition and
cannot be used. Will you please look
into that matter also ?

As far as the Paddy Lands Act is
concerned, it is virtually a dead letter
in that area. They still continue to
charge the fifty cents.

It was only the day before yester-
day that some cultivators from the
Yatangolle area saw me and said that,
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although they have been paying their
paddy insurance, they have never had
receipts for their payments. The re-
sult is that a large number of people
who should have had compensation
paid to them for the loss of their
paddy crops in 1966 have not yet been
paid anything at all. Some few have
been paid but not the vast majority.
Please look into that matter also.

I am sorry, Sir, I took a little more
time than expected.

HEedd aeTndsnum S,

(Bps DPwrGear e rrpruss)

(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)
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(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Mr. Chairman, I would like to
address my mind to the matter raised
by the hon. Member for Yatiyantota,
and then get to the other part of my
speech. I felt that he was possibly
piqued by my reply to him on an
earlier occasion. It may be that ; I
do not know. Anyway, he adopted
quite an unusual tone, and I felt
rather as if he is losing his normal
flair for looking at a problem in an
objective way.

Now, there is nothing very much
to get heated about on this matter.
I have been looking into whatever
matter was taken up in the House.
There are also many complaints
that come to me, not always from
the hon. Member for Yatiyantota,
but I dare say that whenever a
responsible Member made any com-
plaint or any suggestion 1 very
carefully went into it.

This is a field in which all sorts
of complaints can arise, but I am no!
putting the suggestions or the speech
made by my hon. Friend into that
category. He made some observ-
ations on an earlier occasion and I
had occasion to reply to them. I do
not know whether he resents the
tone of it or the facts of it ; maybe
both.

I do not think it is necessary to
get involved in all sorts of details,
but there are one or two points in

1967 e85 ®3& 6
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the speech of my hon. Friend, the
Member for Yatiyantota, which I
would like to meet.

The first point I would like to
make is that in my observations on
some remarks that he had made on
an earlier occasion, I stated a fact.
It was a factual statement. Now,
what is the factual statement I
made? It is that the negotiations
with the French or the arrangements
with a French -consortium—what-
ever the organization—to come to
some arrangement with the Food
Commissioner of the Government of
Ceylon, to supply wheat flour, had
their origin in the Treasury.

Now, here is the letter the Food
Commissioner had received. I am
only trying to establish the historical
background. There is no need to
quarrel over that. This memo-
randum was received from the
Treasury very early in the day. It
was sent from the Treasury on the
5th of January 1965 :

“ Discussion in France ”

That is the heading. I can pass

on the file to my hon. Friend if he
wants——

“Flour—The Secretary-General, National
Committee of Export Millers,
Mr. Virthem, a representative of
the Millers, and

Mr. Benghart saw me. Mr. Pjot
was present.
They were prepared if we were

agreeable to buy 100.000 tons per year
for 2 years to give 18 months credit—
(25 per cent cash and 75 per cent
credit). The rate of interest was not
supplied.

I suggested 10 per cent cash and
90 per cent credit if they could not agree
to 100 per cent credit and the interest be
nominal. I also suggested that these
terms be allowed even if we bought
90,000 tons. I said the period of repay-
ment might be extended to 2 years.
They are prepared to consider these
suggestions. They added that we need
not buy the flour unless we were satis-
fied re price and quality and that the
prices could be revised every 6 months

or at shorter periods according to mutual
consent,
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They expressed a desire to visit
Ceylon and I suggested that they do this

on the return of the Food Commissioner
from Australia.”

This is the letter that was sent
from the Treasury dated 5th January
1965 :

“ anew Bhanded Bewss e 9® By &
QREDVST B Bwxh 1964 cce@d @ Fed wwyy
8 & we amdh E8ac ®dnsy «z@ndéxm a®
B/ gdas ®Oum B3O BNls 6® ude 338,

This has been signed by “ & a.
MECe®”.

erdnde Y. 8. eueddh
(mwﬁ‘@ GIG. GTLD- @UGH’F.&"}
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That was the time I was ill and 1
did not even attend office.

ad 20, 8. AL
(Qserras orib. te. LieRTLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I am not trying to connect you with
this. I only want to say that my
Friend was the Minister of Finance
at that time. That is the fact I stated
—not that there is any connection
between that and you.

afed. @d. Do ATMdznan D
(ec®e)

(B erLi- Y. LtI6V LT BN iLI%s—
QsrinGLs)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

A sick Finance Minister.

a5 28, 8. 3w N

(Qserras erib. L. LIGTLN)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Nevertheless, Minister of Finance.

I need not go over all this.

After that a team had come from
there and the representative of the
Treasury, may be Mr. Gooneratne or
somebody else, the Food Commis-
sioner and the people who came, had
negotiated. This was a preliminary
type of negotiation, but they actually
entered into negotiations proper, and

Bewids 9538 @eddcw
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somewhere in January or February a
Cabinet Paper had been submitted
with the observations of the Treasury
proposing acceptance of the offer.
That was the proposal before the
Cabinet. Before the Cabinet could.
take a decision, the general elections
came and the matter stood in
abeyance. Subsequently when the
new Government was formed, this
matter was brought up again, and at
that stage it was still not known
whether the offer would be ratified or
not. So that is the back history and
I do not think we need quarrel about
it.

Then, of course, he made a point
with regard to quality, insurance and
price factors. It is quite possible that
certain kinds of flour were sent for
testing and so on and we have got
results, but that may not be conclu-
sive one way or another. I will not
enter into any detailed discussion on
that but I think there is a general im-
pression among bakers and everybody
else that Italian flour is not as high
in quality as other varieties of flour,
and I think the French flour or what
we have got as such—mnot every
parcel ; I am speaking generally—
may be superior in quality. That gene-
ral feeling is there. Of course, Austra-
lian flour, Canadian flour and Ameri-
can flour is sent up as the best quality
flour. On a qualitative difference the
price factor also differed. That is the
statement I made. On the statistics
submitted by my hon. Friend in the
course of his speech it is very difficult
for me to get into any sort of conclu-
sive argument, but I will re-examine
the position and see whether anything
like his interpretation is possible.

Then I will get on to the question of
lentils. I want to get that point out
of my way.

g. tn. 2.45
erndc Y. DO. cweld

(sarflG erer. erib. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
There is a food committee.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3517
Buldm cm@®un’ wmm, 1967-68
oG OO, &. AL

(Qserres erih. 1o. LearLr)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Of course there is a food committee,
There is a food purchases board. I
think it must have been there during

my hon. Friend’s time. That same
organization functions now.

ofe. @l Qwed AWMWSsNG D,
(8@ eris. opi. wew LIGRTL_T T 5T UG & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Permanent Secretary and some
others.

oS O°. 8. e

(Q@enrras erip. 1o. LigRrL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
The Permanent Secretary, the Trea-

sury Representative, the Food Com-
missioner—all those people are there.

. @b, Qe A NN D,
(85 oris. oyi. Lwon LI LTI 5T ILI&E)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The same old gang.

o& DO, 8. e

(Q@erres erib. 1o. LIGRTL_IT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
It is a good safeguard.

ofed. ed. Aew aeTMmérnem Ow.
(8- orir. opr. wow LIGRT LT BTG )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It is the same people.

ad DO. 8. 9zt
(Qserras erib. 1o. usvbn_rr)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Yes, the same people. The Minister
cannot function on that food pur-
chases board. Am I to invite my
hon. Friend to serve on that food
purchases board ? The Treasury re-
presentative is also there. The
Treasury people are not the same
people.

We were wanting to get into direct
negotiations with Syria on a govern-
ment to government basis and we had
taken action. The organization that is
parallel to our C. W. E. there, the
trading organization, has got a long
name but it is also called Symex.
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There is a letter in this file dated
8th June 1966. I am not going to read
the whole letter ; I will read only the
relevant part of it. Any hon. Mem-
ber can see the letter which is in
this file. This letter is addressed to
the Director-General, Symex, Damas-
cus, Syria, and this is the last para-
graph :

“With a view to increasing the trade

between the two countries, the Govern-
ment of Ceylon is keen to arrange for

the supply of lentils direct from
Syria....It would be beneficial to both
parties if we consent to negotiate

regarding the quantity and the price.
For this purpose, I have been requested
by my Government ”——

So, you see, we tried to get on te
this.

—“to extend an invitation for a trade
team to visit Ceylon in the early part
of July. If, for any reason, your
country is unable to send a delegation to
Ceylon, we will be prepared to come
over there for negotiations. This matter
was mentioned by me to your Director-
General of Foreign Trade too. I shall
be grateful if you will place this
proposal before your Government ang
favour me with a very early reply.”
The Food Commissioner wrote on
8.6.66, and since there was no reply,
we sent a couple of letters inviting
their attention. Then, there was a

reply which says:
“Food Supply, Colombo.

Symex will negotiate the transaction
with your delegation upon arrival in

Damascus. Please confirm date of
armval. .2

That is date-stamped 24th July,
1966.

Then, when our delegation was
preparing to go, they received
another cable from Syria :

“Reports indicate poor lentils crop
this season. Please postpone coming
until sufficient information is collected
regarding the possibility of supplying
your lentils requirements. Further
advice in due course.”

Then there was another letter
dated 28th July, 1966, and another
reply dated 7th August :

“Lentils harvest poor. Possible
export 5,000 tons maximum. Price is
uncompetitive—estimated 20 dollars

f.o.b.”
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@ed Y. 8. cveld
(sorfl orer. erb. QuUGTTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

£70 1 ob.

o 8. 8. Ay &
[QseTral Grib. (0. LIGNTL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Twenty dollars. The price was
very high. After that, the Food
Commissioner and the Director of
Commerce, Mr. Senaratne, and a re-
presentative of the Central Bank, an
accountant—the three of them—went
there. When they went there—they
went to negotiate for the supply of
cotton, lentils and various other pro-
ducts—Symex said that they were
not able to supply even the 5,000
tons ; and the price was very high.
So, they negotiated for the supply of
cotton, but the negotiations with re-
gard to lentils fell through. We have
been trying, ever since, to come
to some agreement with them.
The Syrian lentils crop was very poor
and we were not able to have suffi-
cient lentils in Ceylon. In the mean-
while, we got on to negotiations with
India, and the Food Commissioner
contracted with two semi-govern-
ment trading organizations to supply
8,000 tons, and with a private source
another 8,500 tons, making a total of
about 17,000 tons. They had negotia-
tions and the contracts have been
perfected. We were expecting these
lentils, 17,000 tons, to come to Cey-
lon over a period of time. Then we
would have been fairly all right. I
think the price was somewhere in the
region of £67 or £78 per ton.

Then, late in January, the Indian
Government placed a ban on the ex-
portation of lentils—that was the
time they had their general election
—and, as a result, no lentils could be
obtained. We were in a quandary.
We took the matter up through the
High Commission. I wanted the
Prime Minister himself to intervene
in the matter and tell the Indian
Government what a serious problem
it would be for us if we did not have
at least part of the lentils on which
we relied and for which we had en-
tered into a trade agreement.

. reidD @55 edACEs
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Thereafter the Indian Government
relaxed the ban on the export of len-
tils and permitted roughly half the
quantity that was to be exported by
the two semi-government or govern-
ment organizations to be shipped to
Ceylon. We thought then that we
would be able to get 8,500 tons, but
about two months ago we were in-
formed that they were not able to
supply us the full quota. They sent
us only about half the quantity. They
said that the prices had shot up and
they could not collect the lentils at
that end.

We had to somehow have these
lentils. We were giving each person
at that time, a ration of 8 ounces. On
account of this shortage we reduced
it to 6 ounces, and then to 4 ounces.
We had to do that because we were
not sure of the stock position at all.

The Government again moved in
the matter at diplomatic level. The
prices they were asking for these len-
tils went up to about £100 per ton.
We said that it did not matter, we
could negotiate the price later, but
somehow we wanted the lentils. We
were able to get 2,000 tons.

At that stage world-wide tenders
were called for and there was one
tender from Pakistan and another
from Syria—not from Syria directly
but from Beirut. We were try-
ing to get every possible offer.
A few days later certain other
offers were received for the sup-
ply of lentils. In the meantime,
the Syrian Government imposed a
ban on the exportation of lentils
immediately after the Suez conflict.
At this time the Deputy Food Com-
missioner, Mr. Senanayake, was going
to Rome to participate in the dis-
cussions of the Rice Group. I told
him to see at Beirut, on his way,
whether we could not get these lentils
from there as there was uncertainty
with regard to supplies from India.
When Mr. Senanayake went there he
found that the ban was operating and
that nothing could be shipped from
there. So, he told those people to
make offers direct to the Food
Commissioner if the ban was lifted.
That much he did.
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Then a certain offer came from
Mr. Rajanayagam or Jafferjees. In
fact, we were prepared to receive
offers from anybody because there
was an acute shortage. With great
difficulty and at a very high price we
managed to get a part of the lentils
moving from India. The man who
tendered from Pakistan disappeared,
‘and we have not been able to trace
him. As such, that offer fell through.
That is the background to this whole
question.

We got in touch with Syria again.
We wanted to enter into a contract
to get lentils somehow. They wanted
us to come there. We were able to
negotiate for 25,000 tons at a price a
little higher than what my hon.
Friend mentioned. The Director of
Commerce and the Food Commission-
er went and negotiated. They were
not able to agree on the price, but
they kept it open. Further discussions
took place and further offers were
made, and I am now happy to inform
you that as far as lentils are concern-
ed there is a government to govern-
ment transaction.

Then, with regard to sugar—if my
hon. Friend wants to have a look at
these papers I can give them to him—
my understanding is that whenever
we call for worldwide tenders we also
send the notices to these embassies.

@l Y. O, el
(soor B orer. erd. QuUCrir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is not enough.

aé 9. 8. aeda

(CQzorrey erib. 1o. LIGRTL_IT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

That has been the practice right
through. I believe they also like to
have a few dollars and pounds some-
where. They are valuable to them
also for trade purposes. We have all
sorts of trade agreements, bilateral
agreements, payments agreements,
and so on with various countries.

My hon. Friend objects to nego-
tiations.
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Prde DY, 20, ewedd

(srfl erer. erb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Direct negotiations through
brokers.
g. on. 3

ad OO, &. LN

(Q@erray Grib. 1e. LiewrL_m)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I am not trying to justify this
position or say that it is bad practice.
In the case of flour, for instance, after
the rice cut my Friend himself—if I
go through Hansarp I will be able to
find exactly what he said—and hon.
Members from the Opposition as well
as from the Government side, the
newspapers and so on were belabour-
ing us for not having sufficient flour
stocks. We had two months’ stocks.
We contracted for regular supplies.
I told the Permanent Secretary and
also the Food Commissioner to buy
whatever flour parcels they can so as
to allay these fears. All sorts of
people were getting into a panic.
Wherever flour was available we
bought it up and the flour gradually
arrived. The position eased and we
are not in difficulty with regard to
flour now.

I have used a good portion of the
time allowed to me to answer my
hon. Friend. I am not going into
further details now. If he wants to
clear up further points I am prepared
to help him.

I shall come to the other matters—
electoral matters. There has been a
great deal of co-operation offered by
hon. Members of the Opposition in
our food drive. I am grateful to them.

Hon. Members raised many ques-
tions and within the limited time
available to me I shall endeavour to
give them a reply. I cannot reply
point by point to all of them, but I
will take some basic issues on which
I should myself comment.

The observation was made that in
the matter of food production the
official elements should move more
closely with the cultivators. A pro-

cess of planning is going on for the
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Maha and Yala cultivations. We have
made the cultivation committee the
intimate link of planning in this
whole chain of activity. We have a
district level organization with the
government agent as the chairman
and also have the co-ordinating com-
mittee with the D. R. O. as the
co-ordinating officer. Then we have
the village level organization for
implementation and also the
co-operative societies. That exercise
has gone on, which means we have
established a link directly with the
rural village level organizations in
agricultura planning, and we do hope
that the discussions that have gone
on as a result of that would be useful
when the time comes. The time has
now come for engaging in cultivation
work and in productive activity.
Therefore I think that gap is getting
closed.

There is a Government Agents’
conference coming up in mid-Septem-
ber, where we will find out from
them direct their experiences in the
field, and that of other officers too.
The decision we have taken now is
that each distriet will work out its
own plan and publish it by them-
selves. Then the Ministry will
collate all these district plans, the
main targets, and build up an all-
Island plan giving the targets and
the wvarious branches of activity
covering all the agricultural opera-
tions. But the detailed plan for a
particular district will be a matter
for the district itself.

The Planting Unit in the Ministry
sent out the Term Indicative Plan
giving specific targets of performance
depending upon their own past
experience and what they are capakle
of doing, and also having an eye on
future projections as to the attain-
ment of higher goals and higher
targets. These are not very highly
sophisticated plans. But I do believe
that every year, in agricultural
planning, particularly on the food
front, we are breaking fresh ground,
getting into a more consolidated fcrm
of planning and reaching right down
to the villages. That exercise has
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taken place. When the district plans
are ready, coming from the cultiva-
tion committee upwards, the district
officials discuss and decide on the
plans.

The Ministry officials and heads of
departments visited all the 22 dis-
tricts, district by district and had 3
discussion with the district officials.
They had with them the Indicative
Plan sent by the Ministry and they
had their own plan. They discussed
a modified version of the plan that
they could implement and now those
district plans fashioned and com-
pleted in that way will be published
and sent to those districts. I think
some of them are coming out from
the Government Printer, and they
will be available here. I think that
process will bring everybody into
this. This year is certainly much
better than last year in that respect.
There is public participation ; there
is official participation; there is
cultivator participation. But next
year I think it will be much better.
Gradually we will come to a stage
where the cultivators themselves
would know not only their needs but
also how to formulate them, how to
make use of better agricultural prac-
tices, how to use fertilizer, how to use
better seeds and all that sort of thing.

Now I shall get on to the main
topic of discussion, namely, the pro-
duction of paddy. In certain speeches
doubts were expressed in regard to
the statistical data that we have
given. I myself do not know how
accurate or inaccurate these data are,
but the figures are as accurate as they
can reasonably be, following the
methods adopted by the Statistica!
Department in the past. The process
is getting refined every year. I think
we have to accept that, though the
basis of calculation has not differed
very much. Until methods are more
refined and greater accuracy is
ensured, I do not think there is any
reason why we should not accept the
figures given because the same
methods have been adopted in the
calculation of the figures in the past.
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Of course, there may be little inaccu-
racies. The rod that was used to
measure the past is being used to
measure the present also.

In that way I think we have done
fairly well, and 1 anticipate that
Yala also will bring in a fair pro-
duction. That is all I would say.

I think it was made clear during
the Throne Speech Debate that the
target is 70 million bushels by 1970-
71. We are hoping to attain self-
sufficiency. That is our goal. But the
target now fixed is 70 million
bushels. Let there be no confusion
about that.

In regard to the work that is being
done on rice breeding, I should like
to mention to hon. Members what is
being done here because some per-
sons are apt to think that nothing
very valuable is being done here.
Some Members mentioned that H-4,
H-8 and other varieties are really
good and that there is nothing to
get excited about here.” The hon.
Member for Udunuwara (Mr. Wije-
tunga) said that he had cultivated
several varieties and of them H-4
gave the best returns.

The Rice Breeding Programme is a
long document and I do not think I
have the time to read it out. Rice
breeding is going on. The 3% month
variety of the H-group is being
bred now. Then there is the 41
month variety being bred at Batala-
goda. Research is being done on the
90 to 120 days variety, on the 120 to
150 days variety and so on: The
research workers, highly trained and
with lots of experience, do not sit
back after breeding and issuing
seed paddy to the farmers and culti-
vators. They are trying to improve
on the varieties. There is intense
activity going on.

Then, with regard to the impor-
tation of paddy for seed paddy pur-
poses, there has been a lot of news-
paper publicity, and the .research
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division of the Department of Agri-
culture has replied to some of the
criticisms made and has offered ad-
vice.

The Member for Kalawana (Mr.
Pilapitiya) got up and said that he
was an apostle of Mr. Basnayake
and said that I had done a tremen-
dous disservice and brought—
ge®asduy wé Beamndg—dishonour
on the peasantry of this country
because I did not allow that quantity
of paddy that had been brought from
some country or another to be taken
out and freely distributed all over
the place among cultivators—Tai-
chung Native I. On an earlier occa-
sion, while the Director of Agricul-
ture is the person vested with autho-
rity—it is a statutory duty that he
has to perform—with the right to
decide whether paddy or any of the
various other planting materials
should be imported we in the Minis-
try had tripped in by allowing Mr.
Basnayake to import a certain quan-
tity of Taichung Native I. We should
have been much more careful. We
should have known that these laws

are enacted and passed to protect
plant life in the country. We do not
want any new disease in this country
imported from abroad however well-
intentioned the parties may be. So,
that is a duty cast on the Director
of Agriculture and he is guided by
his research staff, people who have
studied plant diseases of wvarious
types. If I can sit in judgment on a
thing like that, then I must give
great credit to the hon. Member for
Kalawana again. I have not got the
competence. If I had, I would have
judged.

So, when he came to me I said, It
was impossible. We have refused Mr.
Basnayake the second time. There
were reports that there was this
disease and that disease breaking out
here and there in this paddy and
that, and that it might spread in

Ceylon,
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i, @, Ve D Mwbrsnwm Q.
(B erii. DY L IGW LI FTUIGS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

How did Mr. Basnayake bring the
stuff ?

ad 2. 8. Az
(Qa@errer erth. to. LierL i)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I told you. You were not here. I
am sorry. I will tell you later.

2io. ¢l. Aue L wdmmem Ow.
(8 ol oyi. Lwew L@ TrETLES)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Did he smuggle it ?

3.15
ad 2. &. 9edan

(Gserrey erib. io. riehre )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

No. He did not smuggle it. Any-
way, when he made the second
request we said, no. That was the
advice very firmly and strongly
given by the Agriculture Depart-
ment. The Deputy Director of
Research, having consulted his own
officers, is very firmly of that view.

g. o,

A certain amount of controversy is
going on in the press, in the
“Davasa”, “Sun” and so on. I do
not want to get embroiled in that.
All I can say is that one has to be
careful. We have to be careful ; we
have been careful.

So, when my hon. Friend gets up
and says I have done a terrible
thing in refusing this paddy that has
been brought from being taken and
given out, I must tell him that that
is not the way to try to help the
farmers. If that is the way to
sympathise with the farmers he may
finish up not only the farmers he is
thinking of but also farmers else-
where.

Questions were raised with regard
to the Paddy Lands Act. The Paddy
Lands Act is being implemented.
There is no doubt about that. We
have increased the readre oand

Hewldm @sIF @eFACEW
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appointed a large number of officers
some 12 of them, I think, assistant,
commissioners—to deal with these
eviction cases. I have got all the
statistics but I do not want to go
into them. But may I say this? A
large number of eviction cases has
been dealt with and particularly
after the appointment of some of the
new assistant commissioners on a
temporary basis specifically to deal
with this problem.

Then I think it was during the
time of my hon. Friend, the Member
for Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara-
naike) that certain amendments were
made to the Paddy Lands Act
enlarging the Board of Review to 12
members. That number had been
appointed long ago and the Board of
Review also is sitting.

ofef. ad. Vel T NONWD S,
(. erls. opi. LWew LISTLTTIFTLSS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

What about full ownership for
ande cultivators—your Throne
Speech promise ?

aé 2°. 8. DeHan

(Q@errey erib. te. LIGHTL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

That also will come in good time.
But the other matter has to be
cleared up first. That is a problem
on our hands. In many cases the
ownership is also in doubt. The
question is in issue in some cases.
You know the position.

ofef. @8, dwid AFHNSsNw .
(B erli. oyi. Lwew UL ITTpTUSS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You promised to do it, in answer
to a Question.

aé DO, 8. D

(Q@errey Grih, 1o. LIGRTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

These are the problems one is
faced with at present. We will bring
asscheme, you do not worry.
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Here are the statistics which I shall
place before the House :

The total number of evictions
reported so far is 32,284. The total
number of inquiries on which
decisions have been given is 27,074.
The total number of cases with-
drawn or laid by is 3,430. The total
number of restoration is 4,750. The
total number of cases in appeal
before the Board of Review is 1,256.
The total number of cases where
final eviction. orders have been
issued or are about to be issued and
where reports are due to courts
under Section 21 of the Paddy Lands
Act is 19,230. The total number of
cases before courts is 849. I think
this has gone up to something like
3,000 because in the recent past there
have been further evictions.

Now, there is, sad to say, a certain
defect in the law which is tied up
with this whole procedure right at
the place where reports to courts
are issued. Normally when a report
is made to court, the court some-
times does not take it up. There
was a case in the Kegalla Magis-
trate’s Court where the powers of
the Assistant Commissioner who
held inquiries under the Paddy
Lands Act were challenged by
defence counsel and his contention
was upheld by the magistrate. The
ruling of the Supreme Court on the
question whether an assistant com-
missioner holding an inquiry under
the Paddy Lands Act exercises
judicial power, is eagerly awaited.
A test case has been submitted in
appeal to a bench of three judges
and it is due to be argued before
the courts by the Solicitor-General
on behalf of the department,

The Ministry also contemplates
bringing in amending legislation to
reinforce the powers of the commis-
sioner. That is the position. 1
discussed this question with the
Solicitor-General. I also had dis-
cussions with the Legal Draftsman
and the Minister of Justice and we
have practically framed the draft
legislation for the purpose, and a
Bill will be presented inYthé Hoiise
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shortly. Where it is considered
necessary that an amendment has
to be made to the Constitution, the
legislation has to be got ready. But
in the meanwhile I have been
advised by the Solicitor-General
that we should await the termina-
tion of some of the cases that are
now before the Supreme Court
where he himself will argue the
point. This has created a backlog in
the disposal of cases in regard to
evictions under the Paddy Lands
Act.

My hon. Friend the Member for
Panadura, raised a certain matte:
I want to cut short my reply. I
have taken note of all the matters
that hon. Members have raised, but
there are certain matters that I must
meet before 1 finish. Regarding
the co-operatives, I have taken
action under Emergency powers to
dissolve a number of co-operative
societies and unions where 1 felt
that such action was warranted, and
I have appointed boards to run
them. Hon. Members mentioned
that on an earlier occasion I under-
took to place the facts regarding
these cases before the House.

The hon. Member for Akuressa
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe) raised
a question with regard to one parti-
cular case. I shall read the report
concerning that case. I cannot read
the whole report because I do not
have much time. I will read at least
the relevant portions, and then the
hon. Member will agree that the
action I have taken is justifiable.
Of course, subsequently, the hon.
Member will say that this report is
not correct. I have got a report
from the Assistant Commissioner
there, on which I have acted. I
have obtained a report from the
Government Agent also.
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Can you give a gist of the report
and table it ?
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There are a number of other
letters in this file. If I am to table
the report I will have to extract it
from the file.
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(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The Order Paper for tomorrow will
have a Motion to be moved by me. I
shall be able to explain everything
then. I hope my Motion will be taken

up.

AL, @d. Ve W ndrnwm .
(Slay- orli. oyi. Lwew wewrL rrpruEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

When you suspend Standing Order
No. 8 the chances are that very little
work will be done.

ad 9O. 8. e
(Gaerras erib. to. Liedri )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Are we suspending Standing Order
No. 8 tomorrow ?

AL, @d. Rwed T Mérmen .
(Bs. oril. pi. Lwew LT rrprilss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I think you are.

eenBB

(5@ rraeri)

(The Chairman)

According to the Motion moved by
the Hon. Leader of the House, it was
agreed'*“that this House at its rising


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3541
Suldnm el omm, 1967-68

this day do adjourn until 10 A.m. on

Thursday, 7th September 1967, and

that the hours of Sitting that day

shall be as though it were a Fifth day
from the Poya Day.”

It @d. Rwed A wdmwm .
(8@ erls. oy L wew L rrpiss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

We understand that there is a move
to suspend Standing Order No. 8
tomorrow.

taeyes s
(&G riraar)
(The Chairman)

We need not discuss that matter
just now.

ad 20, 8. A
(Qserras erib. 1o. L)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Then, Sir, I want to say something
about agricultural credit. I shall not
take more than five or ten minutes.
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Sir, on this question of agricultural
credit, I should like to say that this
is one of the ingredients that will
make agriculture possible. Credit was
given for some time, and in 1963-64 it
was made easy for people to get
credit. The amount was raised.—
[Interruption.]

g3ensB
(ZsGrraari)
(The Chairman)

Order, please! Hon.
should not interrupt
Minister.

Members
the Hon.

oG 90, &. A
(Q@orrey erib. 1o. Liewri_m)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

While credit amounting to Rs. 12
million or so was given in the past,
from 1963-64 there was a big jump as
a result of larger amounts having
been given and the obtaining of credit
having been made easier. The amount
rose to some Rs. 34.5 million. That is
the highest point reached. At this
point there were 240,000 or 250,000
persons who had borrowed money.

Over the years the societies
through whom the credit was given
defaulted. In some cases, the
societies defaulted; in others, the
farmers themselves defaulted in
repayment to the societies, or,
where the farmers repaid the socie-
ties, the societies misused the funds.
For various reasons, farmers and so-
cieties did not repay the loans. Last
year the number who benefited de-
creased from 240,000 to 70,000. During
the cultivation season, co-operative
societies come rushing to Colombo
and find that they cannot get credit.
When these cases are examined, we
find that they are all cases of default.

Therefore, a committee has been
appointed to examine the whole ques-
tion and to make broad-based recom-
mendations as to how agricultural
credit should be made available. As
I said earlier, default in payments has
occurred over the years and the
number of those who were able to get
credit decreased from 240,000 to
70,000, Next year it might be 60, then
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40 and so on. That could not have
assisted the food drive. So, on the
recommendations of this committee
the Government took a decision that
those debts which these societies had
incurred up to the year 1958 should
be waived. That is debts incurred
prior to the formation of multi-pur-
purpose co-operative societies, the
debts incurred by C. A. P. Societies
and so on, because it was difficult to
trace the quantum that each small
society had to pay. A number of
societies split up from C. A. P.
societies and a portion of the debt
was passed on to all of them. So the
members were disputing that they
were mot liable to pay them, that
somebody else had to pay them and
that they have been saddled with
them. Then there were reports about
crop failures and we attended to
that earlier. Some of these people
were persisting in their demand, and
as the amount involved would be
about six million rupees it was
thought best that we should cancel
those loans and regard the societies
that had taken loans prior to 1958 as
being untraceable. So we cancelled
them. Then we decided that if there
were societies in debt, having taken
loans after 1958 and not repaid, in
such cases, under the new credit
scheme available to them, if they pay
back their loang year after year con-
tinuously for three years, then as a
reward for their prompt payments
the Government would consider the
waiving of their earlier loans.

Now, the responsibility of running
this scheme has been passed on to the
banks from the Agrarian Services
Commissioner. The banks are,
People’s Bank, Bank of Ceylon, and
whereever there is a co-operative
bank, the co-operative bank. The
banks, of course, want a certain per-
centage for the work done by them
and a certain percentage as against
losses, and I think the Central Bank
is guaranteeing 75 per cent as
against defaults. That is the banking
arrangiement.

Now, this committee that looked
into this matter—I have to answer
two points—had to work theé ‘rate”of
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interest. What was prevailing was
that the Government used to give
loans at two per cent to the societies,
two per cent being less than the rate
at which the Government borrowed.
At present the Government has to
pay 3 per cent at least on Treasury
Bills, short-term loans on which there
is no risk at all, and 43 per cent on
long-term loans. All these were taken
into consideration. Once a society
gets a loan at two per cent it gives
to the cultivators loans at 6 per cent.
In this case the rate of interest was
fixed at 12 per cent. It ig fairly high
but if the loans are repaid in time it
becomes 9 per cent. What was
obtained at 6 per cent has become
9 per cent now. This has been done
to cover the work that has to be done
by the banks with regard to loans,
the Central Bank standing surety and
SO on.

Now the co-operative societies
themselves are having a big responsi-
bility in this. I think earlier the in-
terest was 3 per cent, but now it has
been increased to 4 per cent. They
are also given a certain amount of
responsibility for processing these
loang because it is their responsibility
to serve their members. Now, the fact
that a person was a defaulter in the
past does not go against him in the
matter of obtaining a loan unless of
course he has been doing so habitu-
ally. In granting g loan they ascertain
whether the person to whom the loan
is to be granted will put it into pro-
per use or misuse it. These loans are
not meant to be given to persons who
will misuse them. We anticipate that
the amount of loans for the Maha
season will be about Rs. 75 million.
That is more than double for a whole
year at its peak of agricultural loans.

& cBCOBY Bwin
(Qsorra, Gagepper muAman)
(The Hon. Shelton Jayasinghe)
Double the 1964 figure.

oS 08, 8. AT M

(Q@ersey 6rib. 10. LiGwrL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

More han double. We anticipate it

to be more than double. The demand
came'to" Rs. 97 million. Certain cases
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may not receive consideration, but
I would put the figure round about
Rs. 70 to Rs. 80 million.

How are you going to secure the
return of these loans ? That is the
fear we have. This is a large sum of
money that is pumped into the rural
economy for productive purposes,
for agricultural purposes. So if the
number of defaulters is going to be
large, no Government could afford to
waive these arrears once again.
It is an impossible thing. We allow
rural credit to reach the farmer in
this way, but we have found
in many instances that the farmer
goes and sells his produce
to private traders when he actually
does not have the money on the spot.
The Government has taken steps to
see that credit reaches the farmer.
If the farmer ensures that the credit
is used for the purpose
intended—for ploughing, fertilizer,
seed paddy or transplanting—then
there will be productivity. That is
the aim of the Government. We want
to broadbase it. We want to see that
the cultivator gets these loans. We
also like to see that the loans are re-
paid in time, in nine months’ time. If
there is a crop failure then conces-
sions and certain adjustments could
be made. Some take these loans
lightly just because some of the
people who did not re-pay their
earlier loans were entitled to get
further money. As my hon. Friend
the Member for Nintavur (Mr. M. M.
Mustapha) said, people just get the
money and go home, and forget all
about the repayment. That type of
idea is prevalent among some per-
sons. Still some others say, “ Do not
give the money back. Do not worry
about it. We can somehow or other
keep this money.” If this is so then
rural credit will become impossible
and the farmers and -cultivators
themselves will suffer. I think the
rate of default is 18 per cent. There
are good farmers who pay these
loans in time. The tendency was

r them also to fall into this cate-
gory. The Government therefore
placed a lot of stress on therecovery
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of these loans. We considered various
measures. One method the Govern-
ment decided to adopt is to keep the
rice coupon books of the cultivator
and his family, and if he defaults
each coupon will be given a value of
80 cents or so, so that at least that
will cover part of the loan. The
farmer has a period of nine months
within which he can get his crop and
repay the loan. He can even sell his
crop outside and pay back the
money ; that will not be treated
as a default. If he gives paddy
to the G.P.S. or to the co-opera-
tive society, then the money
could easily be set off. If a
person has the means and a good
crop and stll does not repay the loan,
then he would be jeopardizing the
whole scheme. It will be difficult for
the Government to countenance that
sort of thing and still keep this rural
credit flowing,

We hope to expand the scheme, and
gradually the figure may reach Rs. 90
million, Rs. 100 million, and so on
every year. We hope to solve a large
part of the problems of the peasan-
try by making this credit available.
The recovery of the loans is very im-
portant in the interests of the peasan-

try themselves and in the interests of
the food production drive. They can
even raise credit twice a year, hav-
ing paid back their loans. As I said
earlier, if the crops fall there will be
concessions, and time will be given.
Otherwise it should be the concern
of everybody to see that the loans
taken are put to good use and repaid
in time.

I thank hon. Members for the
points raised and suggestions made
by them. In the short time at my
disposal I have attempted to meet
many of the points that have been
raised. I have noted down all the
points raised, some of them very
valuable. Everyone has been co-
operative and I thank both sides of
the House and the officials, the far-
mers and the general public for their
very good response to the food
production drive.
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wENES
(ys&lrraer)
(The Chairman)
Is the Opposition

pressing its
amendment?

e ©cs.

(8. Qsearier)
(Mr. Keuneman)
No.

“134 9m» &8eudB 1 P wdOBws wewm
S 4,73,969 = @ce co e ABGO G
DE GRe”’ w» g me SOw» ¢33, wwm
©“O0® 3B,

134 2 &8ouB 1 2» uw@dmu ¢o o A®
0ud emluw WOud BFs an <8 Bewo
Dé» G

“134 g %00y, 1 b amsEUUED
5. 4,73,969 ol el Grissiu@nrs 6T &0)JLh
afl @) N@ss0UC 6 T MIEGETETOTLLL L &),

134 gyub g%y, 1

GhtD GUTSELIIGTLD ,

| gLL@u?ﬂmuﬂ@:@%mu Uemfld &L L g,

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 473,969 for Head 134, Vote No. I,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 134, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 T wO0nu—wmEn wE D—uynSHDEH D

8&e®, &. 1,71,850

@rg@ s @e. 2.—uflureens Qemeser—

Ban@augn GQeevey, e5. 1,71,850

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 171,850

“134 9 @8owd 2 2 wdIM™w wewm
G. 171,850 m» 8¢@ ¢v edamwe e
BDE PR®”’ w@» Y o IQum ¢,
©=0@m e

[ER=a ]

135 9» R8owd 2 2y wdmu ¢u ocFa®
CudB ey mOwd BFuw wpn & Bewle
DEH G

“134 b s%uOy, 2 b eré@GUuUewh
e5. 1,71,850 e euemrullh Gsissiiu@ons 6T gL
dl@) efl@saul® o mE0sT6TeTILLL g

134 opn g2y, 2 GUIT & (S LILIGUT LD
2L aZerruiley  @mrwi LswissnULidEy
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 171,850 for Head 134, Vote No. 2,

be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 134, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 0 w@¥mu—wmEm wmE H—YeaA» Swe®,
&i. 1.00,000

anrs@Gluams @, 3.—uflutaerd Geeeyser—
wssuCurmL. Geay, ep. 1,00,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 100,000

“134 2» &8ouwd 3 2m» wldMmes wem
. 1,00,000 » 8¢ = oAV G|
DG aMe” «» g& de Sum» Y, wm
©=20m .

134 2» 88cwB 3 2 wOd»s ¢ e A®
Gudl ommluwm mOwd HIw @DuE Bewo
NS Ce.

“134¢ eyn sy, 3 b eTEGLUGYLD
5. 1,00,000 o= arZemrililn Gridsiu@unrs 6T gmjLh
afl@ BEsLUILILY e m&GaETeren UL g).

134 o S%0y, 3 b andGUuewd
9 LeusmoruSley (@2awrwit Uenf bl L g).
Question, “That the sum of

Rs. 100,000 for Head 134, Vote No. 3,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 134, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

6 92 =O0dWw.—y1iln tREABE—INSHDIRD
8we®, &. 7,50,000

aurg@uued @e. 6.—Cummerrsrr 96w s H—
Bem@aimes Qeavey, 5. 7,50,000

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 750,000

“134 O» &8eudB 6 Dm» wlomw s
Si. 7,500,000 = Bec ¢cv eCADwD DL
DG DN’ w» gd e IQuwm I,
wud®m» 8.

EEn

134 25 &Scud 6 2» w@dma ¢o oF a®
s ommOww WOwd e @M B BHew o
DO CE.

“13¢ o %0y, 6
5. 1,050,000 o aulanrilm Csrissliu@umrs

2hlD  GUITE LI GTL
» ﬂ@fm

efl@y alB&SLLL® a1 M I O\s Teirerr UL gl

134 o sy, 6 b urE@GUUETD

QLS ile (@ awrusts Liswls &0 L g).
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 750,000 for Head 134, Vote No. 6,
be inserted in the Schedule ? put, and
agreed to.

Head 134, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 9» wldnw.—niSn B DIAWE—YER»
Bw¢®, &. 63,65,250

nsGuUeIh G, T.—QurmaerTsry 21516815 & B—
HE&L0UTmL Gseey, 5. 63,65,250

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 6,365,250

“134 om @Q8cud 7 2m» wEOMw Beon
. 63,65,250 = 8ec ¢ oC AW GDED
WE e’ w® g »e BOsm» CEsY, w@wem
©a@dm» S

134 2 B8oudB 7 2» wddme ce ecam
ew8d e@Mus wmSwd HBIw @y wd Bowio
wém ¢

“13¢ g S%uiny, T 2410
ep. 63,656,250 s auZemiud
o1 uiib eiler) SIBEELILL® orh mysPs Teren L L g .

G T (@ LILI GUoT LD
CrigsliLu@ons

134 b Sdavtiy, T YD @IITEELIL GaoTLh
2L qulariled (Dewriis LellssLi L .

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 6,365,250 for Head 134, Vote No. 7,

be inserted in the Schedule ? put, and
agreed to.

Head 134, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

135 25 88w.—mBDEY ccendm
e@u¥m)d
1 2» w@dne—mmie e&Fac =9’ 3w
SEAMI o ¢BnY 0%, &. 22,16,489

135 gyib L) —anG0 5T A6
5w & asorLh

uns@UUen @, 1.—uefurenfie: 2, @ St
Ceasserpid Iy senio, eor. 22,16,489

HEAD 135.—DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 2,216,489

“135 9» &8cwd 1 9» wdOBm wem
G 2216489 » Yec ¢cv e APwO G
WG @G’ @ D Iwm G, wwm
wlom Ju.

135 2» &8oud 1 2m» wl®dmu ¢u edaAm
eud el mCwd BIFw «wn B Bewlo
DS® GE.
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“135 apbh g%y, 1 b eursELUGID
5. 22,16,489 o eumordlp  Gorsslu@ons
T gLl &il@) NBSSLILLE arh mis6ETeTemILL &.

136 wpb g%y, 1 b ensELUUeLD

2L auemruile) (B2wruil) LanlsSULLL gl

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 2,216,489 for Head 135, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 135, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 O wldma—weEm wme —unsH 8D
8we®, &. 537,584

2. —ufluneend  Qreeyser—
¢5. 5,37,684

UTSGLLIGID  (3lev.
LA @eu(HLD Qeaay,

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 537,584

“135 0m» B8oud 2 2m» wldmw wewm
G 537,58k w 8¢ v e AMwO @PWED
DE ane”’ o» g e S0um eI, @
weem e

135 2» &lewd 2 2 =dome ¢u e aA®
ewd emlunw WmSwd BIw g w8 Bewlo
Dé®» GE.

“135 b sy, 2 2 @TEGLILENLD
e5- 5,837,684 w1t culawrullh GrissliL@Lons ” erayiib
@ elBssUULe e mE@sTeren UL g.

135  wepib sy, 2 o erEEUUTLD
L auZszrusley @2t LelEsturL g.
Question, “That the sum of

Rs. 537,584 for Head 135, Vote No. 2,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 135, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

6 02 wOIMu—pI8n wWRIRADE—uNEHDR
Bwe®, &. 2,83,99,777

anms@uuaio B, 6.—Qurmerrgrr 906w 5 H—
e@aupes GFavey, es. 2,83,99,777

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 28,399,777

“135 9 &8eudB 6 D» wWOIM™w weay
S 2,8399,777 @ Qe o o AW@O anem’
DG wDG” w» D BOu» Ces¥, wem
wO2m .

135 2 B8cusB 6 9% 6O cs oF Am
B PMoud MSud BIw @9 wd Bewio
G 0GR,
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“130 b sy, 6 b arEGLUGETLD
em.  2,83,99,77T7T o oumwrulln GerésiuGons

eranth afl@) S@SSLIUL® arh) M) &GS MeiTon LI L gy,

135 b s%uny, 6 gyh  enE@LUETLD
2L L@l Zeorlle) (@2gmrill Lenflasiu L &),
Question, “That the sum of

Rs. 28,399,777 for Head 135, Vote No. 6,

be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 135, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 9» w@dmw—pndSn $ 2SR D E—YEAD
Swed, &. 2,43,92,311

@iy @6, T—Qurmertsrr el s H—
HssLRuTrL Qeaey, es. 2,43,92,311
Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 24,392,311
“135 o» B8cwd 7 2» wdomu wewm
S 24392311 » 8¢C ¢o oCAD®O GRS
DG G’ wm» g P SQwm @GV, wew
B9 .
135 22 F8ewd 7 2» 0d»u ¢u o A®

s emuluwy mOwl HIw @M & Bewo
WO CE.

“135  eyb
5. 2,43,92,311
Tenith @@y N@ESUILIB arh mis0ETeTar ULl L S

Sy, T b &@LU

o taZeoruily  Crrssliu@uons ™

136 oy sy, T b erE@GULERTLD
Y164 Zemrusléy (@) Zevoriits LiewilsaIL L G,
Question, *“That the sum of

Rs. 24,392,311 for Head 135, Vote No. 7,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 135, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

136 25 88wu—owmd X5 e’
ecnlme®sY 92
1 2» w@omu—mnde 08 AE oxad ofm
SEME we eBww @z, & 20,57,989

136 gytb gt —aws6sriNn Crmes
)G & & LD

aurdéguueny  @eo. l.—uslurerfer opem8@Hw

Geaugeraptn Smugsenid, epum 20,567,989

HeEAD 136.—DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN
SERVICES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 2,057,989

136 2» B8ewd 1 2» wlOmw wewm
& 2057,989 » e cu o ADWO G
Me @D’ @ Y& e Sum I, wwm
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136 2 KBouB 1 2 uIMw o o Am
cud omluw wWlwd BFs w9 w8 Bewo
D% G

“136 o sy, 1 b amdGluewid,
e 20,567,989 o alerlh  Gerisgslu@ons 7

agpih @ lBssL G eanmstETereriu g,

136 w0 sy, 1 b ensGULemD
2L aulemriilen (@lewriils UenllESUULL ).

Question, *That the sum of
Rs. 2,057,989 for Head 136, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 136, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2 wlPdne—wmEm mE'D—yn&HIEDHD
8we®, & 3,86,137

auns@Luentd  @Qe. 2.—ufluneerd GFeeysseT—
Bem@eamn Csee) esur 3,86,137

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 386,137

“136 2» &8oud 2 2» wdOdHe wewm
Si. 3,86,137 o 8¢ ¥ ©C DGO FW)e
DG G’ a®» gT»de SVum» IV, www
B Jea.

136 2 &8ewdB 2 2 uE€OMw ¢ e aA®
B cmmlum Owd BIe @ «8 Bew o
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“136 opb saulny, 2
3,86,137 oylreuewruily Gerissiiu@unsg
aley BEsILILG aph nSGETETerULILL .

2HLD QUITEGLILIGHTLD  fHLIT
6T g0)JLD

136 oyth %Ly, 2 2y QINEGLLIGIILD 9L LG0T
ey (Qemorusty LiewlEHILILL &I

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 386,137 for Head 136, Vote No. 2,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 136, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 9 wldDw—mEE ™ H—YCA® Dwed,
&i. 20,84,000

arg@GLuen, @e. 3—ulureed CEFeeseT—
&L, pHLUT 20,84,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 2,084,000

“136 @ &8owd 3 P» wdIB® weW
Si. 20,845,000 = 8e¢ ¢z oCAMWO FMED
De @Me”’ «» & »He SOm®» G, ww
w09 Dea.
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136 2 R8cuB 3 Om» wddMmu ¢ o AW
ew8 ommluw WmOwd BIw wP w8 Bowio
@O C&

“136 e g0y, 3 oy ®ITE (GLILI GIOT LD
esur  20,84,000 SLLanlamllny  Crisstu@uoms >
Tepin oil@ oN@EsLILLE orh mE@ETeTariiuLL .

136 a0 g%y, 3 b
2 LLeumrilled @%wriu Lienls s L gy,

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 2,084,000 for Head 136, Vote No. 3
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 136, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

G Tés @;L‘:u GoOTLD

6 92 wOOWMu.—pi8m ©DERDMw—yWSHIBH
Bwe®, &. 67,72,568

Qud Gl gurd (@ev. 6.—Qumasensmr =96l & H—
LE@W@GU@@- GFevey, esum 67,72.568

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 6,772,568

“136 o Gl8owd 6 2m» wdOWe @B
. 67,712,568 » 8eC ¢¥ e ADWO aDeuy
DE @Be” om» gd»de T0um @Y, wow
%90m S,

136 2 B8cudB 6 2 w@o»w ¢ e aAD
eud emOum MCwud BIuw gm «& HBewo
DS GE.

“136 g sy, @UITE @LILI Gwr LD
esuim 67,772,568 ol alomrullh Gsrésuu@ons
e ell@y) eflGssLL @ 61 ) e Q)F mei GTLILL ).

6 9y

136 gun sy, 6 QD QUITE GLIL Goorth
2yt auemruflen (Q%varill Lenflé st L g,
Question, “That the sum of

Rs. 6,772,568 for Head 136, Vote No. 6,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 136, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 23 w0IDe—niBn wDZADE—YCA®
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urs@uenin Q. T.—Curmenrgno 24 06lls 55—
2&&6LGLTMH. Graey, esur 2,64,77,020

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 26,477,020
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Question, S Thet the sum of
Rs. 26,477,020 for Head 136, Vote No. 7,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 136, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

137 @ &&w.—<4A8 530 Dan R3O
BE HNS Col ewidzm O
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2psaLGurm. Ceoay, enum 2,20,00,000

HEaADp 137.—RUBBER REPLANTING SUBSIDY
SCHEME

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 22,000,000

“17 B B8owd T 2» =09mu wewm
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Question,  “That the sum  of
Rs. 22,000,000 for Head 137, Vote No. 7.
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, an"
agreed to.

Head 137, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
ofothe:Schedule.
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138 25 &8w.—owm @ omewD
IO QNS owIEsn DO
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8cse®, &. 1,38,59,350
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urs@GLLen @e. T.—Qurmert s o6l s H—
24 &SI G (FL GFevey, esum 1,38,59,350

Heap 138.—Coconut anp Cocoa
REHABILITATION SCHEME

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 13,859,350
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Question, “That the sum of

Rs. 13,859,350 for Head 133, Vote No. 7,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 138, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

139 2 B8w.—gnd ewmOende
1 2 wOdImw—miu O&Wae cuvad al®
SEHE v PR {Oum, &K 88,90,308
139 gyib oL —e Ty Dy IO I
arg@luein @e. l.—ueflurerfer oyerd@hw
Gaugenotd UlpLigsesid, erum 88,90,308

Heap 139.—Foop CoMMISSIONER

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 8,890,308
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4. 88,90,308 ® &¢C ¥ oG AP FHeH
DNEe “wpw”’ o I He Sum GIoY, W
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“138  gub sy, 1 b ansEuuem,
epum  88,90,308 oyl au@oordlh  Gisaiu®ons

erapith afle GN@SSLLLE ahms@asnereriug L g,

139 i Sy, 1 gub QTG UL eLD
2L aitzrrulilen @l uelEsUuL g .
Question, “That the sum  of

Rs. 8,890,308 for Head 139, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 139, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2% wl@me—ze®» M’ D—yHEHRED D
8we®, &. 7,92,500
QUMEGLILIGTD (e, QFaveysar
Bem@esmes Geavey, esur 7,92,500

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 792,500
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GUITE (@ LI eoaTLh

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 792,500 for Head 139, Vote No. 2,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 139, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 2 uwl¥mw.—Cy E'D—YeIAm® Dwcd,
&. 19,36,000

QUTE@GLLIGRTID  (Qa.

as&sLGurmm. QFeve), esum 19,36,000

3. —Liflurevemd  QesveyseT—

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 1,936,000
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QL awrulley R2eworwr UelEsULLL g,

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 1,936,000 for Head 139, Vote No. 3,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 139, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

4 2 wC0Muw—erHiENned®sY pD SRy wwwM
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21,75,52,200

U@ Grenousaer,

Vote No. 4—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 217,552,200
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Question, “ That the sum of
Rs. 217,552,200 for Head 139, Vote No. 4,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 139, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

S 2 wOVMmw—ocuEMmedY D S8 wmmw®
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Vote No. 5.
Department—Capital
Rs. 688,000

Services provided by the
expenditure,
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“139 b s%W0y, 5 b @rE@LUGILD
epum 6,883,000 ot alawmllev Beissuu®ons >
T ell@ efPEsLUL® arh misCsrereriulL &l.

139 b #2%0y, b b ers@LUULD
St audanruiley Q% LeelésiiL g.

Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 688,000 for Head 139, Vote No. 5,

be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 139, Vote 5, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

140 25 &8w.—gecd RSe® ccendm
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Caigerapd Uy sesid, esur 9,63,899

Heap 140.—MARKETING DEPARTMENT

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 963,899
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 963,899 for Head 140, Vote No. i
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 140, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of 'the' “Schedule.
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emBaime; Qravey, esum 4,88,414

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 488,414
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Question, “Thdt the sum of
Rs. 488,414 for Head 140, Vote No. 2,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 140, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 4—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 1,500,000
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 1,500,000 for Head 140, Vote No. 4,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 140, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 178,709

“140 9 &Bewd 6 2» wPomw wew
Si. 178,709 = 8¢ ¢ eFAMED G
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ul®m B,
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 178,709 for Head 140, Vote No. 6,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 140, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 376,200

“140 @» &8ewd 7 o wudOdme weww
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DG @e”’ w®» Y& Hde lum T, wwn
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 376,200 for Head 140, Vote No. 7,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 140, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of .the Schedule.
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Baigen apb UpLigsenin, esur 11,14,324
Heap 141.—DEPARTMENT OF METEOROLOGY

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,114,324
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 1,114,324 for Head 141, Vote No. 1,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 141, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

@ T& (&5 L1LI GBOT LD
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Beambam GFewey, esur 1,34,180

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 134,180

“141 2» S8ewB 2 2» wPOMw wWe
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20e wpe” B IS e S0um Iz, 6
w9 .

141 2 B8cwd 2 d» w@dms ¢z oF ABD
@8 cmluw MOBwd BEw @Y <& Bewo
@S CE.

“141 b %Oy, 2 b
QLT 1,34,180 o iaomulp GCridstiuGons
erepiih fl@ ABESLLLE arph mECsTeTeriLLL g

141 b s%0L, 2 24D
oL enZerfley @2t UenflE s LS.

Question, S That the sum of

Rs. 134,180 for Head 141, Vote No. 2,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and

agreed to.
Head 141, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 399,645
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Question, *“That the sum of
Rs. 399,645 for Head 141, Vote No. 3,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 141, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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HeEAD 142.—DEPARTMENT OF CO-OPERATIVE
DEVELOPMENT
Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 8,456,542
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 8,456,542 for Head 142, Vote No. 1,

be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 142, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 1,764,750
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 1,764,750 for Head 142, Vote No. 2,

be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 142, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Vote No. 4—Services provided by the

Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 3,500
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Question, “That the sum of
Rs. 3,500 jor Head 142, Vote No. 4,

be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 142, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

-
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Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 55,000
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Question, “That the sSum of
Rs. 55,000 for Head 142, Vote No. 7,
be inserted in the Schedule”, put, and
agreed to.

Head 142, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2enae

{gy:%@ﬂ"ﬂ‘&@‘ﬂf)

(The Chairman)

The Sitting is suspended for half
an hour.

d&80 %0 gPWMCD mOmEWD  guy BYOw
ciw, ¢ o 4.30 0 mx3® VW I® CF.

gty i 1. u. 430  welawar

Qe B s s ®, Beam®in 2yonunrilhg.

Sitting accordingly suspended  till
4.30 p.M. and then resumed.
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Heap 158.—MINISTER OF L.LABOUR, EMPLOY~-
MENT AND HOUSING

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 195,578

SIS BY s

(8@ Qaersr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I move,

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10.”

Mr. Chairman, as the time available
to all of us to discuss the Votes of the
Ministry of Labour, Employment and
Housing is even much shorter than
we originally anticipated, I shall try
to make my remarks as brief as
possible. There are many matters
that I would have liked to discuss in
some detail but I shall refer to some
of them only in passing.

The Hon. Minister has been in this
position now for over two and a half
years, and when we look at his record
I must say that it is one that has
been rich in promises and poor in
performance. I do not say this with
any intention of denigrating the Hon.
Minister, whom I have known for a
long time, but because the actual
facts of the matter appear to rein-
force such a conclusion.

I recall a booklet issued by the
Hon. Minister in the first exuberance
of his assuming office. On May Day
1965, that is, three months after he
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became Minister, he issued a booklet
which was distributed to the workers
of this country. In that the Hon.
Minister boasted that in the three
months he had been in office he had
done more than the previous Govern-
ment had done during the nine years
it was in office.

We are dealing now not with three
months but with two and a half
years, and I should like to refer to
one or two matters where we feel the
Hon. Minister’s promises have been
like piecrust: made to be broken.

Take the matter of wages boards.
My Hon. Friend the Minister has
from time to time, in statements to
the receptive Lake House news-
papers, in answer to Questions on
the Floor of this House, and in public
speeches, indicated that he intended
to set up a large number of wages
boards. In fact, I recall that he once
said that he was going to set up
twelve wages boards, one a month
for a whole year. I speak subject to
correction. There is only one wages
board that he has set up during this
period of two and a half years and
that is for the biscuit and chocolate
industry. This wages board has not
completed its work even after two
and a half years. So we would like
my hon. Friend to make a statement,
firstly, on how many wages boards
he has set up, and, secondly, what
these wages boards have done for the

benefit of the workers who come
under their supervision.

My hon. Friend also spoke about his
intention to set up remuneration tri-
bunals. Some of these tribunals have
in fact been set up. But are they
doing any work? I would like a
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statement from the Hon. Minister
about the work that is being done by
these remuneration tribunals. I have
received complaints from members of
the tribunals that some of these tri-
bunals never meet or are never sum-
moned to meet. The remuneration
tribunals seem to be more formal
than real. That is why we would like
a statement from the hon. Minister
on some of the matters that 1
mentioned.

I would also like to know from the
Hon. Minister what he intends to do
about the recommendations of the
National Wage Policy Commission. I
saw his statement in the papers in
which he said he was contemplating
taking some action on this matter, but
apart from that I have not seen any-
thing concrete done in this regard.
I hope my Hon. Friend will enlighten
us on what he intends to do about
the recommendations of the National
Wage Policy Commission. I must
say I do not myself agree with all
the recommendations of that commis-
sion, but a lot of time and effort went
into the work and we would like to
have some definite statement from
the Government on that question.

I would like to turn next to the
working of the Employees’ Provident
Fund. I formed a very strong impres-
sion that matters here are in a sorry

mess. According to my information,

there are about 3,000 workers who
have retired and who are still wait-
ing for their provident fund dues.
There seems to be an inordinate
delay in seeing that workers, once
they retire or can no longer work,
receive the provident fund benefits to
which they are entitled by law.
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There are a number of cases where
provident fund contributions have
not been paid and where action has
not been taken by the department.
One outstanding case is that of Moo-
sajees where a sum of about Rs. 45,000
is outstanding in payments due to
employees. There is a long drawn out
case on this matter, and we want to
know why these matters are not
being attended to.

When the working of the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund seems to be
in such a mess, it is very surprising
to see in the papers a proposal to
convert the Employees’ Provident
Fund into a corporation. I hope this
proposal is not going to be acted
upon. It seems to me that we can
get the Employees’ Provident Fund to
work better by, first of all, paying
greater attention to what is actually
happening in the administration of
that fund, and, secondly, making cer-
tain amendments to the Employees’
Provident Fund laws. I can under-
stand that certain high officials, who
are not very happy about the posi-
tions which they have got in the ex-
isting set-up, would probably like a
corporation because it would create
more profitable jobs for the aspirants,
but it seems to me that by mere
amendments to the law itself we can
get something much more useful.

We have an example in the Depart-
ment of Inland Revenue. The De-
partment of Inland Revenue started
a process of decentralization, and, as
a result of this, the work of the

department has become more efficient
than it was. It seems to me that it

would be far more effective if we
could introduce such a principle into
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the working of the Employees’ Pro-
vident Fund. To give a very simple
example, you could give the authori-
ties the power to file action before
labour tribunals rather than before a
chief magistrate’s court.

There are a number of matters like
this, but I do not wish to speak about
them in detail here. All I wish to say
is that it would be much more effec-
tive to try and improve the work of
this fund by decentralizing, by
amendments to the Act, by shaking
up the administration of the Depart-
ment rather than by creating a cor-
poration of this type.

The next point I wish to refer to
is the plight of the workers in the
fibre industry. @ The Hon. Minister
would be well aware that a large
number of workers in some of the
principal fibre mills in this country
have been served with retrenchment
notices. This is so in Messrs Volanka
Ltd., Messrs. Hayleys Ltd., Messrs.
" Charles P. Hayley, Ltd. of Galle, and
our old friend Messrs. Moosajees
Ltd. who seem to be involved in all
these problems.

A number of workers have been
laid off or given notice that they are
going to be laid off. Quite a serious
situation seems to be developing in
the fibre trade. It seems to me that
the employers are anxious to make
as much money as they can while
the going is good, but at the first
sign of bad times they immediately
lay off workers, many of whom have
worked for them for several years. I
do hope the Hon. Minister will give
attention to this problem and take
some steps to see that there is mo
mass retrenchment of workers
working in the fibre industry.

The next problem I want to deal
with is the frequent transfers of
labour officers. This is a very serious
matter because it affects the work-
ing of the department and it affects
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the settlement of disputes, parti-
cularly in which complaints are
made by workers or their trade
unions to the department.

There is a certain case—l am not
going to mention the name ; I think
the Hon. Minister will know about
it—of an Assistant Commissioner of
Labour who has been transferred five
times, four times earlier, and I think
he has just got a new transfer.

The Ceylon Federation of Trade
Unions, of which I am the president,
had occasion to send a letter to my
hon. Friend the Minister about some
of these matters. And if you will ex-
cuse me, I would like to read certain
things that they say in that letter.
The letter is dated 16th July 1967, on
the subject of frequent transfers of
labour officers. They say—

“Individual cases sometimes drag on
for months and years without seeing a ray
of light for a settlement. The files of
these individual cases keep on passing
from one inquiring officer to another.
Sometimes when an inquiring officer just
begins to move on a matter, he is trans-
ferred elsewhere and a new officer takes
over. The new officer too seems not destin-
ed to see an end to the case into which he
is inquiring. ”

And they go on to give a number
of examples. For instance, they say,

“ We made a complaint against Heptu-
labhoy & Co., Ltd. re non-payment of
E. P. F. contributions. We have witness-
ed how all inquiring officers into this
particular complaint were transferred
like falling leaves in autumn.”

Rather poetic language !

“This complaint still remains without
any action being taken on it. A similar
complaint made by an affiliated union
of our federation against the Supreme
Knitting Company Limited, Moratuwa.
on 25.8.65, still remains uninvestigated.

I do not know whether transfers
are due to the fact that certain
labour officers are anxious to protect
the interests of labour and the em-
ployers do not like it and see that thev
are transferred, or whether they are
due to internecine warfare inside the
department. But the constant trans;
fer of labour inspectors and ex}er
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assistant commissioners of labour,
when they are in charge of cases
means that the files pass from one
person to another and a number of
questions which could have been
dealt with are not in fact dealt with.
That is a matter of serious concern,
and I hope that something will be
done to stop this type of transfer.

&. e, 4.45

I want to refer to another rather
important matter. The Hon. Minister
1s aware, and we all are aware, that
| for a long time a lot of labour courts
in this country could not function
because of a big legal dispute about
who should appoint the persons con-
cerned. As a result the situation was
so bad and the back-log of cases was
so much that the Minister had to
bring in an amendment allowing the
Judicial Service Commission and the
Public Service Commission and
others to appont them. But subse-
quently the Privy Council held that
it was perfectly in order for the
Minister of Labour himself to make
the appointments.

With all my quarrels with the Hon.
Minister of Labour, I want to suggest
to him that we go back to the old
system. It worked more satisfac-
torily when they were appointed by
the Minister of Labour, a Minister
who is responsible to this House for
the appointments. I am mentioning
this because some of the people who
have been appointed are not at all
fit to hold that office. There was a
recent case which was heard on the
25th of August—I think the Hon.
Minister is aware of it—by Mr. Rasa-
nayagam, where a settlement was
reached in a prolonged dispute. When
everything was ready, this particular
gentleman called in the workers and
proceeded to give them a long lecture
about trade unions. He told them
that they should be very careful
about unions, that trade unions are
there only to put them into trouble,
and upbraided them for not accepting
earlier what their “kind ” employer,
A. F. Jones, had offered them.
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I do not think it is within the func-
tions of a person holding such a res-
ponsible post to act in this manner.
Secondly, this particular person has
upset most of the lawyers in that
place. I have very little regard for
lawyers, but I think it is quite un-
called for to make remarks like, “ Oh,
you lawyers never come on time, You
drink so much arrack the previous
night and you have headaches and
hang-overs, that you cannot come in
time.” I think this sort of remark
is totally uncalled for. In this parti-
cular case, the representative of the
union, Mr. L. W. Panditha, protested
against some of the remarks that
were made by Mr. Rasanayagam, but
he still continues to make them. Not
only that: I understand that one of
the women workers was so indignant
that she hit him with her umbrella.
Maybe that was richly deserved. I
do not want in any way to encourage
the hitting of labour tribunal presi-
dents, but in this case it is difficult to
say that the woman worker was not
justified in the action she took.

I want to say that it is better that
we go back to the old system, and 1
hope the Hon. Minister will consider
it. In the past we got on better when
we had persons for whom the Min-
ister must take responsibility. Then
we have a right to criticize the Min-
ister because he is answerable. But
here we have got persons who seem
to have no knowledge or no desire
to achieve a knowledge of the pro-
cess of industrial conciliation and,
therefore, I feel strongly that this
whole matter should be reviewed and
that we should go back to the old
system of appointing these persons.

The next matter is regarding the
employment of women and young
people. The Hon. Minister is aware
of the I. L. O. convention that no
women and young people should be
employed at night. There are cer-
tain regulations that women should
not be employed after 10 .M. and
young people after 8 p.n. T think the
Hon. Minister is aware that there are
a number of cases where these are
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being breached, not being observed.
I have certain names here with me.
I do not want to mention them on the
Floor of this House, but I am pre-
pared to send them to the Hon. Min-
ister. I would ask the Hon. Minister
to see that his inspectorate division
takes very stringent steps to see that

the laws and conventions regarding
employment of women and young
people are adhered to.

The next matter is concerning the
beedi workers. As you know, the
Hon. Minister of Home Affairs has
now started a new system regarding
beedi permits. He is creating a new
class of beedi mudalalis. Formerly
there were only a few but now we are
going to have a large number of beed;
mudalalis. That is his policy. I do
not want to discuss it here. The Hon.
Minister would be aware that as a re-
sult of this so-called dispersal, the
laws regarding the minimum wages
for beedi workers engaged in rolling
and manufacturing beedis are being
flouted. If I remember rightly, the
minimum wage fixed by the Wages
Board is something like five rupees
for a thousand beedis. But, as you
know, beedi leaves are palmed out to
various houses and small units and
the persons working on it ‘get two
Tupees or one rupee and fifty cents or
three rupees per thousand beedis. It
is a very profitable business for beedi
manufacturers. We have been sug-
gesting for a long time that the Hon.
Minister should take on to himself
the powers that they use in Tamil
Nad where they have the same
problem ; and that is to declare each
of these places as a manufactory
under the Act so that they will get
caught up. If you study this question
you will find that the same kind of
work is being done in Tamil Nad and
that they get it declared that any
place where wrapping of beedi takes
place is a work place or a manufac.
tory for the purposes of the Act in
which the normal labour laws apply
and the provisions of the Wages
Boards Ordinance in regard to pay-
ment of these people also come into
force.
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We can do that by a Gazette Noti-
fication.

DT BY Scs.
(l@@ G}&Gﬂrma‘eﬁ’)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I think you will have to introduce
legislation for the purpose. Once you
introduce legislation for the purpose
you can, by an order in the Gazette,
declare any place or places as a place
or places to which this Act applies.
It is very important. Thousands of
people in the rural areas, particularly
young girls, are being exploited in
quite a shameless way. Many of them
think that they are receiving a benefit
by getting some work, but in actual
fact they are being exploited and
denied the wages legally due to them.
They are being paid about half the
wages legally due to them. I think
that by a simple Act like this the Hon.
Minister can help these people. I
hope the matter will receive his
attention.

There are just two other matters I
have to deal with before I conclude.
Under Sections 4 (i) and 4 (ii) of the
Industrial Disputes Act the Minister
is vested with the power to refer in-
dustrial disputes for arbitration. But,
unfortunately, it looks as though the
Minister is now using these powers
depending not on the nature of the
case but on the political complexion
of the union involved. I will give an
example. There was a dispute bet-
ween the National Employees Union
—the U. N. P. union——ang the Wil-
liams Biscuit Factory where the
Minister very quickly referred the
whole matter for arbitration. I do
not blame the Hon. Minister in that
matter. I would like to see the same

thing being done in regard to other
unions also.

I shall give two examples or two
matters with which unions affiliated
with the Ceylon Federation of Trade
Unions are concerned. The first is
the dispute between the United Tea,
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Rubber and Local Produce Workers
Union and Messrs. C. W. Mackie &
Co., Ltd. In this workplace a number
of workers were retrenched, and an
authorized officer was appointed to
inquire into this dispute and recom-
mend certain compensation for the
retrenched workers. The recommend-
ations were not in keeping even with
the bare minimum of the awards
made by way of arbitration and
labour tribunal and so on. In the
circumstances, the union requested
that this matter be referred to
arbitration. For some reason, the
Hon. Minister turned down this re-
quest.

Another case was in respect of the
strike at Messrs. Ceylon Cold Stores
Limited. Some of the matters over
which the strike had taken place were
referred to an authorised officer,
incidentally without the knowledge
of the union, for settlement by con-
ciliation. The workers went back to
work on the condition that no work-
er will be victimized for taking part
in the strike whatever the finding of
the authorized officer.

Immediately after the workers
went back to work, R. A. Rueben was
suspended on an alleged incident
that had taken place in the course of
the strike. Thereafter this worker
was dismissed. The Industrial Gene-
ral Workers Union brought this case
to the notice of the Commissioner of
Labour requesting that this case also
be referred to arbitration. The reply
that the Commissioner of Labour
sent was that the matter was
receiving his attention. After a very
long period the Ministry replied to
them stating that the Minister was
not prepared to refer this matter to

arbitration.

An interesting feature of this case
is that the Company itself filed three
cases in the Colombo courts against
this worker and they made the same
allegations against him in the courts
as they had made to the Labour
Commissioner, and this worker was
acquitted of all the three charges. 1
cannot understand why the Hon.
Minister refused to refer,this.matier
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to arbitration. Now this man R. A.
Rueban is without compensation,
without a job and without any
means to look after himself.

The next matter concerns some
workers in the U. R. W. Wanatha-
mulla canal scheme. On 12th August
1965 a deputation of these workers
met the Hon. Minister at a conference
and put forward some of their prob-
lems. Their main grievance was con-
cerning casual and sick leave in
accordance with Government finan-
cial regulations. At this conference
the Commissioner of Labour was also
present. I am told that a letter
was given to these workers signed
by Mr. R. L. Gunasekera on behalf of
the Commissioner of Labour saying
that certain things will be done. The
workers have complained that two
years have passed and nothing has
happened so far.

I do not want to trespass on the time
of other hon. Members. I raised only
these concrete questions to which I
hope the Hon. Minister will give a
reply.

I want to end by asking the Hon.
Minister whether it is his intention

to introduce a Gratuities Bill to cover

that service of workers which is not
covered by the Employees Provident
Fund. There are a large number of
senior workers who will be entitled
only to gratuity from 1958, when the
Employees Provident Fund came into
operation, but who have been work-
ing for many years before that.

At the time of the last Government
a Gratuities Bill was prepared—I
think when Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne
was the Minister of Labour—but it
never saw the light of day. There was
a proposal to pay two weeks’ wages
for each year of service prior to 1958.
I think two weeks’ wages is not
enough ; it should be one month’s
wages. Nevertheless, there was a pro-
posal to give a person some form of
gratuity for the service he has ren-
dered. I hope the Hon. Minister will
consider this matter for the simple
reason that workers in the private
sector should get some gratuity for
services' rendered.
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There is a big agitation going on
for a special living allowance of Rs. 30
a month. Whatever the Minister may
think of the demand the fact is that
the Government has now accepted
that its own employees should be
given Rs. 20 and Rs. 10 because of the
increase in the cost of living and par-
ticularly the increase subsequent to
17th December 1966 when the rice
ration was halved. That problem
applies equally to the workers in the
private sector who have not got a
singe cent in this matter. It is not at
all surprising therefore that the pri-
vate sector workers should come for-
ward and state their demand for a
special living allowance of Rs. 30 a
month.

I am only sorry that, when the pri-
vate sector workers are demanding
an allowance, people here are talking
of using Emergency powers against
them. Are these Emergency powers
going to be used to defend the private
companies in Colombo ? Not one of
the private companies has the slight-
est intention to grant anything to the
workers. And if the workers demand
that they should at least get compen-
sation for the increase in the cost of
living—[Interruption]—I do  not
think they can be blamed in any way.
On the other hand, they deserve all
support. I hope this matter will re-
ceive the attention of the Hon.
Minister.

& en. 5
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(Mr. 5.
Member)

I should like to take this opportu-
nity to place on record my thanks to
the Hon. Minister of Labour for the
interest he has taken in assisting us
to bring about a collective agreement
in the plantation sector. Although
there have been collective agreements
in regard to the living and working
conditions of the workers outside the
plantation sector, the employers in
the plantation industry have been
resisting any such negotiated collec-
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tive agreement being entered into in
this sector. I am glad that there 1s
an agreement now and I must pay a
tribute to the Hon. Minister of Labour
his Ministry and his officials for play-
ing a positive role and thus making
the employers change their long held
view that they can get away without
negotiating with the trade unions.

As a result of the firm policy of the
Labour Ministry I am glad that the
employers were able to arrive at a
negotiated collective agreement not
only on the basic wages of workers
but also on the question of payment
of gratuities for past services, leave
and other matters connected with the
living and working conditions of the
plantation workers. Although we
have been able to enter into a collec-
tive agreement the Labour Minister
should see to it that that is not an
end in itself. There should be periodic
revisions so that the plantation
workers too could enjoy the pros-
perity of the industry. I should like
to take this opportunity to pay my
thanks also to the then Permanent
Secretary, Mr. Weerasinghe, who
played an important role in this re-
gard. In fact the employers were
able to appreciate the problems only
after his blunt talk. Otherwise they
were taking the attitude that these
matters could be decided only on the
basis of statutory requirements. Once
again I offer my thanks to the Hon.
Minister of Labour for taking a firm
attitude towards the employers.

I shall now pass on to the question
of conciliation proceedings. Today
these proceedings have almost be-
come a farce. The officers merely call
conferences and record the positions
of the parties and there the matter
ends. It does not lead to real concilia-
tion. In the past conciliation officers
have played a very useful part in the
settlement of disputes, and this has
prevented a lot of industrial unrest
and created industrial peace. Now
they do not study the issues, they do
not talk to the parties concerned and
try to bring about an understanding
and settlement of the problem. As a
result today this has led to a lot of
unnecessary industrial unrest.
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A large number of people are
taken on in the estates as casual
labourers and they are not even paid
the minimum legal wage. In some
instances they disregard statutory
requirements like the E.P.F.

If these things are to be done pro-
perly and efficiently the Labour
Department must be properly staffed.
I know that a number of experienced
officers in the Labour Department
have left and joined corporations or
found employment in the private
sector. The result is that those who
are still in the department are handi-
capped by the shortage of officers.

When there is a conference what

does the ACL. do? He takes no
| part in the proceedings. He just
takes down notes. He does not take
part in the discussions. I think that
in such cases a stenographer should
be provided so that the A.C.L. can
play an effective role. Today he is
just a recording machine.

Then, labour officers’ remuneration
is very poor. Their duties are as Im-
portant as the duties of A.C.Ls. They
have no prospects of promotion un-

like officers in other departments
~who can join the Administrative
Service. I think the same facility
should be given to the labour officers
who are doing very responsible and
important work. They should also
be paid well. On the last occasion I
took this up and the Minister said
that he would take action but nothing
has been done so far.

Then another matter I like to stress
is that more powers should be given
to the A.C.Ls. At present for every
little matter permission has to be got
from the Commissioner. If more
powers are given to the A.CLs
prompt action can be taken in many
matters.

In regard to the closing down of
estates that are running at a loss, I
would ask the Hon. Minister in con-
sultation with the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter and the Hon. Minister of Finance
to find a way of taking them over, and
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running them so that the workers
will not be subject to hardships. The
country is losing revenue and foreign
exchange.

I read in the papers recently that
in India the Government proposes to
take over textile mills and estates
that are running at a loss.

Another point is that, except for
the Collective Agreement, there has
been no increase in the wages of the
plantation workers for the past ten
or twelve years. Recently the Gov-
ernment gave an increase of wages
to certain sections. But the planta-
tion workers are suffering. In some
cases they are not even paid the
minimum legal wages. They are
financially bad. Some estates have
closed down. Estates which can very
well pay, the up-country estates, are
also taking advantage of this and are
only giving four or five days’ work.
They cannot get away with this.
According to the law, the Labour
Department can take action against
these people. If they do not provide
six days’ work they can be made to
pay. Under Section 6 (2) of the
Estate Labour (Indian) Ordinance,
you can ask them to pay. When the
Ministry knows that certain estates
can provide work and are finan-
cially sound but at the expense of
the workers they are violating certain
sections of the law, I do not see why
the Ministry of Labour should aid and
abet such employers. Therefore I
would strongly urge the enforcement
of this section. The Ministry must be
more vigilant.

Even trade unions themselves have
agreed in the past, where due to
drought or other unforeseen circums-
tances an estate is not financially
sound, that we should not force them
to the point of closing down and
throwing everybody out of employ-
ment. But there are estate which,
when in a sound financial posi-
tion, are systematically forgetting
the existing law which can easily be
enforced. Therefore I would strongly
urge the enforcement of this section.
We should take note of this and do
something so that the workers do not
continue to be exploited.
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Now I come to the Employees’
Provident Fund. There is inordinate
delay and letters after letters have
to be sent. The people are suffering.
I understand that about Rs. 200,000
to Rs. 300,000 which had been passed
for payment to Indian workers have
not been paid because the letters
come back undelivered as the add-
resses are not known. I would like
to know what steps the Hon. Minister
is taking to trace the proper parties
and pay those moneys. Rs. 200,000
to Rs. 300,000 is not a small amount.
If the letters are undelivered, you
must through a gazette publication
call for information or at least make
out a list of those persons to whom
the amounts are due and supply the
list to the leading trade unions in the
plantations so that the trade unions
themselves will be able to help you
to see that this money reaches the
proper parties.

Also, I understand that whenever
people ask for refunds it is found that
their names had not been properly
written down originally and their
thumb impressions had not been
taken. Why should you wait till the
refund is claimed ? Why cannot you
in the process set up an administra-
tion where everything is perfected so
that when a refund is asked for you
can make the payment? Now you
start investigating all these things
after the claim comes in. Therefore
there is unnecessary delay. I would
urge the Hon. Minister to look into
this. This is a serious matter and it
is a question which causes great hard-
ship to these poor workers.

In fact, I have personally contact-
ed the person in charge of this sec-
tion at present, and I must say I have
been getting the fullest co-operation.
I have been able always to get things
through, but that is not going to za-
tisfy most of the people who are in
need. Therefore, you must clean up
the administration and bring th> ad-
ministration up to a standard where
everybody is able to get the same
treatment without any difficulty,
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Every year the number of applica-
tions is increasing. I understand in
1963-64 there were 10,000 applica-
tions. In 1965-66 it had gone up to
15,000—almost a 59 per cent increase.
If you are going to cope with it, the
administration must be brought up
to a certain level.

Morever, in regard to the enforce-
ment section, a large number of
rulings that come from the districts
are being delayed. I must say that of
late we have been able to get these
things through and attention has been
given to them. But in the normal
course these things should be done
and they should not wait till some-
body intervenes.

One matter I would like to refer to
is the jurisdiction of labour tribunals.
Today the labour tribunal is only able
to deal with termination of employ-
ment. The employers now, in order
to overcome this inconvenience of
attending the labour tribunal, trans-
fer the workers to another division or
suspend them or impose a fine, thus
avoiding the labour tribunal, and get
away with it. Therefore, the jurisdic-
tion of labour tribunals should be so
amended that a worker against whom
disciplinary action is taken will have
the right to go to a labour tribunal to
establish his innocence. An employer
must be prepared to face such a tri-
bunal and explain and substantiate
the disciplinary action he is taking
against a worker. Otherwise, it would
not be fair by the worker.

. . 515

As it is, if the case against a worker
is established, the fact that he is
guilty of the charge is sufficient for
the termination of his employment,
irrespective of the gravity of the
offence. I do not think the president
of a labour tribunal can vary the
punishment of termination of employ-
ment even if he feels that such
punishment is too severe. Therefore,
the law should be so amended as to
give him the right to impose alterna.
tive punishment if he is of the opinion
that the punishment is excessive,
Such a change is necessary.
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I am glad to say that the Hon.
Minister has taken a lot of trouble
to establish labour courts all over the
country, but there is a little inconve-
nience caused from the point of view
of union members. For instance, in
Kandy there are two courts. I wonder
whether it would not be possible to
have estate cases in one court and
other cases in the other court. If that
were done, it would obviate the
necessity to employ two lawyers in
the two courts to hear cases pertain-
ing to a union. It will also be easier
to deal with cases then. This matter
must also be considered.

Now, we have courts everywhere,
but the buildings and the facilities
provided are not satisfactory.

CDBISHY e,

(B Qaeariner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

The Ratnapura court is held in a
storeroom.

emnsY OB .
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(Mr. Thondaman)

Even in Badulla, I hear people can-
not remain seated inside because of
the intense heat—it is like a furnace.
You cannot expect justice under those
conditions. This is a matter that must
receive the attention of the Hon.
Minister of Labour.

In contrast to what was happening
in the past, there has been a reorien-
tation of attitudes in regard to labour
decisions. Ten years ago you would
never have got a decision in favour of
a worker. Today that attitude has
disappeared and things are more en-
couraging than in the past. But that
itself is not sufficient. It would be a
good thing if presidents of labour tri-
bunals are sent periodically to see
how similar institutions in foreign
countries are functioning. They can
be sent to the I.L.O. for the same
purpose. Then they will be able to
understand the real purpose and ob-
jectives of labour tribunals, and they
will be able to discharge their duties
more efficiently and more ysefully,
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One other matter I would like to
raise is the question of housing for
estate workers. Now that the ques-
tion of statelessness will be solved
under the Indo-Ceylon Agreement, it
would be desirable to discontinue the
practice of allowing these workers to
live in lines on estates and to provide
quarters instead. Even as far back as
1939, the Chief Secretary made a
suggestion that there must be village
settlements near estates so that the
workers could live in their own
homes. I would request the Hon.
Minister, who has charge of both sub-
jects, labour and housing, to give
serious consideration to this matter
and to support the idea of co-opera-
tive housing so that each worker will
have his own house. As far as my
union is concerned, I can say that we
shall give you all the co-operation you
require. I would ask that a pilot pro-
ject be started if you cannot launch
on a bigger scheme. If this is done,
the workers will be able to live in
their own houses instead of living in
lines provided by the employers.

I am placing these matters before
the Minister and trust that they will
receive his careful consideration.

&N ctnBn Sw. (cen 6mHed)
(Bn- Quier. Qerdewr—Osrepbys

OEZICY,

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

The principal question that is agi-
tating the minds of the workers today
is the inadequacy of the wages they
receive to meet the present cost of
living. The special question that
arises at the moment is the action of
the Government in reducing the rice
ration to one measure and, even
though that is given free, the increase
in the total cost to the earning worker
for the purchase of his ration.

Apart from that, there is the fact
that generally the cost of living has
risen on account of the situation of
shortages in regard to a large number
of essential commodities and essential
services. Despite the attempt at rent
restriction, we know that in Colombo,
even in the tenement gardens, the
slums, you cannot get a house today
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unless you are prepared to pay some-
thing over and above the controlled
rent. The shortages in regard to
essential commodities like coriander
have necessitated the payment of
blackmarket prices and that itself has
its own effects upon the cost of
living.

We know that we are functioning
on the basis of an index which was
revised sometime ago. But, however
favourably one might compare the
present method of computing the in-
dex with the famous Williams’ index
of the past, the present index itself
must be condemned as being com-
pletely unrealistic. It is an unrealistic
index. And what is tragi-comic in
the situation is that we find every
year, at the time the Budget is pre-
sented in this House, the Minister of
Finance getting up and quoting the
indices in relation to the cost of living,
comparing these figures with other
indices obtaining in other countries
in South East Asia, and then stating
very proudly that as far as Ceylon is
concerned the cost of living has not
gone up very high—that in any case
the situation is very favourable when
compared to the situation in other
countries in Asia !

This is a method of self-delusion
which does not help anybody. The
fact is that the indices that are given
in relation to the cost of living,
whether it be the middle class cost of
living index or the working class cost
of living index, are completely un-
related to the facts of the situation.

Within this general problem is the
question of the particular situation
that has arisen on account of the poli-
cies of this Government over the past
23 years—the increasing shortages of
essential commodities and the policy
they have followed in regard to rice.
The Government itself—I think the
hon. Third Member for Colombo Cen-
tral pointed it out—has confessed
that there is a situation which they
have to meet in some form ; and that
is why the Minister of Finance, in re-
gard to the public sector, stated that
there would be a concession. of Rs. 29
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by way of an allowance to workers
whose basic pay is less than Rs. 100
and Rs. 10 to those whose basic pay
is between Rs. 100 and Rs. 300.

I am not defending the amounts
paid. I do not think that they are
necessarily adequate. I think the
amount is inadequate both in regard
to the working class and in regard to
the middle class. But here is a gesture
on the part of the Government, with
whatever political motivation it may
have been indulged in, towards
helping a sector of the employees to
solve at least partly the problems
created for them by the rising cost
of living. There is no comparative
action contemplated or announced in
respect of the private sector. Nothing
of the same kind is even thought of
or suggested.

I have listened to a defence of the
present Budget by a spokesman of the
Ministry of Finance who stated
that, however uninspiring it
may be, it ds < net a Budget
against which you can march.
He was speaking to me as a person
who was connected with the labour
movement, and he said: “ You can-
not march against this Budget ”. And
he gave his reasons. First, that there
were no new tax burdens placed
upon the workers and also that there
was a concession made to them in the
form of this rupees twenty and rupees
ten. Both arguments are fallacious
for the reason that the tax that is
really imposed upon the working-
class is effected through the medium
of prices and the real burden of this
Budget upon the people of this
country will be operated through the
rising prices. The second fallacy is
in regard to this question of having
granted something to the working-
class, and therefore there is nothing
to march against. The fact is that
the spokesman forgot that such con-
cession as has been made is only to
those in the public sector, those in
Government service—nothing is men-
tioned in regard to boards and cor-
porations in the public sector—and
nothing has been stated in regard to
the private sector. |
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I know there is the wage fixing
machinery known as the wages
board—I do not know whether the
Hon. Minister and his Government
intend that these problems should be
" dealt with by that board. I know
that on a previous occasion when
there was a bank clerks’ strike, and
also a strike in the private sector in
some other field, and when these
matters were mentioned the Hon.
Minister of Labour said that while he
was prepared to negotiate with the
bank clerks at that time in regard to
their strike, in regard to the other
sectors his answer was that they
must go to the wages board. Now,
Sir, this is not a very satisfactory
answer and I am sure that the private
sector trade unions are not going to
be satisfied if the Hon. Minister’s
answer is going to be that.

The fact remains that what has
been given to the public sector is in-
adequate. As far as the private sec-
tor is concerned the present pro-
nouncements of this Government do
not encourage any belief that some-
thing worthwhile is going to be done.
On the contrary all the signs are that
the Government is planning to use
the big stick. I do not know on whose
reports or on what reports the
Government bases its policy in regard
to these matters. I am aware of the
fact that a number of persons whose
business it is to report to Government
in regard to signs of what you call
labour unrest have a vested interest
in exaggerating the situation.

Be that as it may, the question is
not whether there is talk of a
general strike or whether a general
strike is being planned or not, but
faced with this situation, are you
merely satisfied by saying, “ Here is
some attempt to disrupt the economy,
here is some attempt politically to
march against us ” and leave it at that
relying upon the big battalions, the
use of the army, the police force, the
Emergency regulations andsoion 2 Qr
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is the Government taking up the posi-
tion or prepared to take up the posi-
tion that here is a problem that has
to be solved ? There is a genuine de-
mand from a sector of the employees,
a demand that arises from unsolved
problems, problems that have been
agitating them for some time, prob-
lems in regard to which trade unions
representing these workers have for-
mulated a demand. Are we going to
meet them in rgard to these matters ?
Are we going to grant them some-
thing towards meeting the present
cost of living which is a burden to the
people of this country? Are we
going to do that or are we merely
going to rely upon the force, the or-
ganized force of the state apparatus
for the purpose of meeting these
demands of the workers ?

That, Sir, is the question that is
really posed and I do not know what
the Hon. Minister of Labour intends
to do in the matter. All I can assure
him of, is this. If the attitude he takes
is “ Liet this be decided by the Wages
Board,” he is only shelving the
problem in a manner which is going
to be disastrous, which certainly from
the point of view of the working-class
is going to be received with the
utmost dislike and hostility.

It is not the workers alone, all sec-
tors of the middle-class have begun
to protest against the cost of living
and if the upper rung of the middle-
class in this country, those who have
been loyal supporters of this Govern-
ment and the parties constituting it,
begin to feel this burden as some-
thing intolerable, then you can
imagine the plight of the employees,
the poorer sections of the employees
in the mercantile sector, in the
public sector, and imagine what their
sufferings must be. That is the first
and most important question. I would
like the Hon. Minister of Labour to
give an answer to this question.

In regard to the profit-sharing
proposals which the Hon. Minister
has been talking about, I have dis-
cussed.ithem before in connection
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with the Loganathan Plan and the
advice obtained from the Bank of
Ceylon and other persons who were
concerned with solving the problem
of bonuses. I have dealt with this
matter before. I am not an admirer
of the Loganathan Plan but I know
that one of the items in the plan was
that workers should be asked to
invest *what they get in wvatious
industries for the purpose of
obtaining some return instead of
using that money for consumption.

g. oo 5.30

When there is a wage demand, a
demand for a bonus, a salary demand,
or maybe a demand for profit-
sharing put forward by the workers,
let us not mistake their intention.
The motivation for such a demand is
not the mere desire to save money
or to put by something for the
morrow. The demand springs from
the inability to meet the present cost
of living.

If one goes to the Lady Lochore
Loan Fund for the purpose of
borrowing from that fund one’s
wages in advance, or if one makes
use of the pawnshops, or if one
obtains loans from the People’s
Bank—all these people have
suffered the credit squeeze, of which
this Government boasts, in response
to the demands made by the World
Bank—it is not for the purpose of
putting by something or making an
investment. The real purpose is to
bridge the gap between income and
expenditure in regard to current
needs. Now, that is why I say the
problem has assumed serious pro-
portions in regard to the cost of
living of the working class today.

In that context, I wish to refer to
one matter on which the Hon.
Minister has made a recent pro-
nouncement. The Hon. Minister is
reported in the newspapers as
contemplating the establishment of a
wages board for what he termed
“the middle-rung hotel workers”. I
do not know how he will define
“ middle-rung ”  hotelsy i, dy b know
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there is a certain difficulty in regard
to the classification of hotels, begin-
ning with the smallest establish-
ments in the poorer sectors of the
city and going right up to the five-
star class of hotels.

There might be difficulty in fixing
wage norms with regard to all these,
but I would recommend to the
Hon. Minister that he follow, at
least at the commencement, the
practice obtaining in India. There
has been a classification of hotels at
different levels for the purpose of
establishing wage norms in India,
which could, with certain modifi-
cations, be adopted here with
advantage. I do not think the
entire scheme can be recommended
but with certain modifications it
could be applied here.

I would like to know from the
Hon. Minister exactly which sector of
hotel employees he has in mind. As
far as I know, there are the
employees of the bigger hotels, who
are members of unions, and the
unions have, to some extent, been
able to resist oppression by
employers through organized action.
It is really the employees of smaller
establishments, where an employee
is expected to come in on a salary
of Rs. 20 or Rs. 15 a month plus a
couple of meals and is expected to
work an unlimited number of hours
a day, who suffer. I would like to
know from the Hon. Minister
whether he intends to cover this class
of employees in the wages board he
proposes.

Both hon. Members who spoke
earlier made reference to the indus-
trial courts and labour tribunals. 1
would like to know from the
Hon. Minister how far he has been
able to clear the backlog of labour
tribunal cases. What steps does he
intend to take in order to see that
this backlog is cleared effectively ?

The hon. Appointed Member
(Mr. Thondaman) commented
favourably on the changed attitude
of .2, number of officers who man -
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these tribunals and industrial courts.
In my opinion, however, that change
of attitude has not gone far enough.
There are some who stick to certain
formalities and would like to make
the tribunal or the industrial court
the scene of a legal battle for very
subtle interpretations of law and
procedure. They would like to make
them the happy hunting ground for
the legal profession rather than look
upon these institutions as the means
of settling disputes, principally to
the advantage of those who are
unable to obtain redress in respect
of grievances against their employers.

When the Hon. Minister talks about
employment and about increasing
employment prospects, I am aware
that the Hon. Minister is not solely
responsible for solving that problem.
He has got to depend upon those who
can provide employment opportu-
nities through some kind of develop-
ment of this country before he can
place people in jobs. So, that is a
general charge that one can make
against the Government namely, that
the figure of unemployed has risen
during the last two and a half years
much more than the increase in pre-
vious years.

Be that as it may, I have to bring
to the Minister’s notice the fact that
there is a great deal of dissatisfac-
tion in regard to placements through
the employment exchanges. Whether
it be in Colombo or elsewhere, there
is a general complaint that kissing
goes by favour and that only those
I who happen to have the ears of
someone who is close to this Govern-
ment or the Government party, or of
those who may be called election
brokers operating on behalf of the
Government party, are able to pro-
cure employment for those who come
to their doors. I have had instances
of persons in the unskilled labour
grades coming to me—mnot those who
ask for jobs as karyala karya saha-
yakas or as hospital attendants and
so on—who had thirty to forty seals
on their cards but did not get one
call from the exchange. This 48 not’a
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satisfactory situation. I do not know
who is at the bottom of it, but the
responsibility rests fairly and square-
ly upon the Hon. Minister. It is
stated—and I have reason to believe
that it is true—that you have to go
with a letter from a Member of Par-
liament of the Government party, or
from an Hon. Minister, or from a
defeated candidate of the TUnited
National Party in order to obtain
employment. This is a very unsatis-
factory state of affairs, and I would
ask the Hon. Minister to see that
there is some degree of fairness in
the distribution of jobs in relation to
this problem of employment, parti-
cularly in the city of Colombo.

The hon. Appointed Member men-
tioned the Employeee’ Provident
Fund. The general complaint is that
the transaction of business is not fast
enough. But while I endorse that
complaint, I have also a particular
complaint of my own to make in re-
gard to this matter, and that is in
regard to the necessity of changing
the regulations that have been draft-
ed under the Act. The Act contem-
plates not by any explicit statement
in any of its sections, but by impli-
cation, that a beneficiary under the
Employees’ Provident Fund could
nominate the person who should re-
ceive the benefits in the event of his
death.

Now, Sir, the regulations were
made by the Minister of a previous
Government. Those regulations that
were made under this Act sought to
correct what the Minister thought
might be an injustice to the depend-
ants of the worker. He contemplated
a situation where an employed person
in the latter years of his life loses his
head over a bright young thing in the
work-place, abandons his wife and
children and decides to make the new
light of love the principal bene-
ficiary in regard to E. P. F. benefits,
denying his wife and children all that
they had expected from him. There-
fore, a regulation was incorporated
in the E. P. F. Regulations that the
nominated beneficiary on the part of
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the worker concerned, if he were
married, would have to be a member
of his family and nobody else.

I can understand the reason for
this. It was done in order to prevent
any worker employed from dis-
inheriting his family to benefit some-
body else. It was a very correct moti-
vation. But under this regulation
there are instances in which the
injustice operates in a different way.

I had the particular case of a person
who was married in the Southern
Province and had one child by his
wife. Then owing to a family diff-
erence he left his wife and child,
left such property as he had to them
and came over to Colombo. He
sought employment in Colombo and
obtained it, and he lived with a
woman as his mistress for 20 years
and had seven children by her. He
nominated this mistress as the per-
son who should receive the bene-
fits under the E.P.F. and on his death
when she went to the E.P.F. in order
to obtain this benefit she had been
told that the beneficiary is the
wife in the Southern Province from
whom he had been separated for 20
years, whose child got married, who
obtained such property as he had and
who was not in any need at all.

I contested this on a point of law
with the Deputy Commissioner of
Labour stating that the regulation
had introduced a limitation upon
nomination which was not contem-
plated in the Act. The Deputy
Commissioner referred this matter to
the Attorney-General and I am given
to understand that the reply was not
favourable. But up to this day I have
not had a reply to my letter in order
that I might learn what exacty had
been ruled and in order to enable
me to make any further represent-
ations on the matter. I announced
that it was my intention to address
the Hon. Minister on the matter and
seek either a change of the regulation
or refer it to a law officer other than
the crown counsel who dealt with
the matter. But to this day I have
not been able to take that step
because I have not received the
proper reply.
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I should like to ask the Hon.
Minister, while preserving what was
intended by the previous regulation
in so far as it is necessary to defend
the rights of the dependants of an
employed person, to make room for
such exceptional cases also to be
dealt with.

The last matter I want to deal with
is the question of housing. I do not
want to make the complaint I made
during the Second Reading Debate in
regard to inadequacy of housing for
the increasing numbers of the work-
ing class and the lower middle class
groups. I know that whatever
additions that have been made over
the years, from the point of view of
providing houses through the
National Housing Department, have
only been touching the fringe of the
problem. They certainly do not go
towards covering up even the back-
log in regard to housing demands,
far from meeting the new demands
that arise with the increase of popu-
lation. We have the housing short-
age spreading into the rural areas.
Whereas formerly it was only an
urban problem, it is now spreading
to rural areas also. That is the
general problem. I know that other
hon. Members have more detailed
cases to cite against the Department
of National Housing and the policy of
the Hon. Minister. So, I will not take
any more time on this question.

In regard to the allocation of
houses, for the purpose of relieving
the Hon. Minister of the kind of
importunate demands that everybody
makes of the Minister for Housing
on behalf of persons who are
genuinely de-housed or of persons
who feel that they must come to Col-
ombo and have a house here, the
previous Government had insti-
tuted a system of drawing Ilots,
after some investigation is
made and the need is estab-
lished, for the purpose of allocating
houses. It appears to me that in
recent times when I look at the
housing scheme at Timbirigasyaya,
Kollupitiya and Bloemendhal Road,
the system of drawing lots seems to
have“had a very curious result ; the
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chance has always been to the
advantage of the United National
Party.

Gl sy, Q. cwedsl
(sorf& erar. erw. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They are very lucky.

5.45

<. &,
A& ctHBes .
(B Quie Geriier)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It has always been to their
advantage. A previous Housing
Minister once commented on how

providence had intervened on behalf
of certain people in the obtaining of
houses. But in the case of this Hon.
Minister, chance apparently is
a lady wvery, very subservient to
his wishes. I would ask the Hon.
Minister to give us some clear pro-
nouncement of policy in regard to
this matter.

I have a very serious case to make
against the Department of Housing.
Such evidence as has been placed be-
fore me definitely establishes the
presence of a certain number—I do
not say everybody—of very corrupt
officials in that department.

I have to mention the earth-filling
contract that was given in regard to
Wanathamulla and Narahenpita to a
company known as the Amalgamated
Construction and Development Co.
Ltd. The principal personality in this
firm is a gentleman who has
\ achieved  quite a considerable
' notoriety in regard to the dope traffic.

¢nde DY, DO, cuedd
(sor & erer. erid. QuBrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Very good qualification.

AEsND cenBesn Ocn.

(5@ Quiey. Qerdisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

This company was given the
contract in regard to Narahenpita for

filling up the marshy land at Maha-
watte, Narahenpita, with 84/égibes of

Bewidm @835 VHAC®

3596

— b el

consolidated gravel at Rs. 28.70 per
cube. The quantity of loose earth
which has to be dumped there in
order to get the 34 cubes of consoli-
dated earth would be not less than
45,000 cubes. The loose earth for
filling is brought from Kalapaluwawa
in Kotte in hired vehicles, and the
breakdown of the figures which is the
contractors’ true cost is as follows :

Payment for the land from which
the earth is cut—75 cents per cube;

Payment for cutting and loading by
hired machinery—Rs. 2.50 per cube;
Payment for hired vehicles to trans-
port the earth and for unloading—
Rs. 9 per cube ;

Payment for spreading and consoli-
dating with the use of hired machires
—'75 cents per cube ;

For overheads and other expenses—
50 cents per cube ; making a total of
Rs. 15.50.

When you take that out of the
Rs. 28.70 which has been quoted and
accepted, it leaves Rs. 15.20 per cube
as profit, which is more than 100 per
cent of the cost the company, incure.

o Qges Do

(8 9Crwgres)

(Mr. Premadasa)

Has it been given on tender ?

5D B .

(B Quie) Qriisr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Apparently on tender. But we
know the tender procedure. The Hon.
Parliamentary Secretary and I have
been handling this kind of procedure
for a long time in another place and
we know how these things can be
arranged.

I have it on good authority that a
fairly large sum of several thousands
of rupees was paid in order to see
that a tender for Rs. 24.30 per cube
for this same contract was turned
down in favour of this particular con-
fractor.

The same firm contracted for the
filling of a land at Wanatamulla. The
dmount spent on filling up that land
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exceeded the estimate. The final pay-
ment to this contractor had to go up
to the Hon. Minister for his sanction.

Cel QoW o cwumidwy . (gOsd)
(Bl Cerwrgenr QFarss—oburenp)
(Mr. Somaratne Senarath—Amparai)
Was it paid ?

DEMD B .
(B Quiey QeriiFr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes, it was paid. I have the names
of a number of these officials who are
concerned in this racket. But I do not
want to divulge their names on the
Floor of this House because the poor
men are not here to be able to defend
themselves. I do not want to come
out with their names but if the Hon.
Minister is interested, if he will
appoint a proper fribunal to inquire
into this matter, I will ask the proper
people to give the necessary evidence.

BE ¢ gdd% w. (Aded®»d)
(5@ fo 15 goadllsv—ugCsaw)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)
That will never happen.

DB51D cenlen S,
(8 Quiey . GQeriiFr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Do you not inquire into the antece-
dents of these people before you give
these contracts ? This same company
has one of the worst records that you
can think of. This person I referred
to undertook the same kind of filling
for the C. G. R. at Ratmalana. He
could not keep the contract and the
C. G. R. has not yet taken action
against him. He is a powerful per-
sonality ; being a dope king he is a
very powerful personality.

He is one of the blue-eyed boys of
the Ceylon Transport Board. This
same contractor defaulted on trans-
port contracts. He was engaged for
the transport of the goods imported
by the C. T. B. from the warehouses
here to Werahera. The C. T. B. has
obliging officers who, when drawing
up the contract—onepidnstanceod
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know—fail to specify the route. A
claim was made upon the basis of as-
signing the route from the warehouse
here to Werahera which could only
be compared with the old manner in
which the Portuguese went to Kotte.

The gentleman, the blue-eyed boy
of the C. T. B. is a person against
whom even the mighty personality
that rules the C. G. R. dare not pro-
ceed. The colossus who is above this
Government, who is superior to the
Public Service Commission, dare not
move against this personality. Is it
any wonder that the poor Minister is
also unable to do anything against
him ? He is the personality behind
this firm or involved in this firm
known as the Amalgamated Cons-
truction and Development Company
Limited. I do not know how many
more rackets he can work with the
assistance of corrupt officers of the
Department of National Housing. I
would ask the Hon. Minister to clean
up this mess without any further
delay.

@b 9. OO, ouedh
(sor G erer. erib. QuiCram)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have a few comments to make on
this question. The first is about the
Employment Exchange. 1 do not
want to repeat what has been stated
by the other Members, but I certainly
am a little disturbed because the Em-
ployment Exchange no longer ope-
rates from the Employment Ex-
change, but it operates from the Min-
istry office. The officer concerned is
Mr. Balasingham who is now an as-
sistant secretary in the Ministry. I
do not know whether it is a promo-
tion but he certainly operates from
the Ministry.

It will be very interesting if one
were to take the statistics and find
out the number of people who have
been found employment through the

Employment Exchange and from
which areas they come. One would
get some revealing statistics. One

need not be surprised if they come
from three particular areas : Colombo
North;n. Borella and a good part of


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3599
BesBdm ewd®usy wmm, 1967-68
[@2n8n 8. 8. cvedb]
Colombo Central. Even the U. N. P.

backbenchers do not get a look-in.
You will find that to be true.

What I am worried about is this.
I shall give you one example. This
card which I have in my hand, the
Labour Registration Card, can be
bought for Rs. 30.

The other day I sent a petition to
the Minister of State from a number
of casual workers in the Government
Press who had been discontinued. As
soon as the information is out that the
casual workers have been discon-
tinued, these cards get out of the
Employment Exchange; they are
hawked about for Rs. 30 each. That
is the price you have to pay to get
employment.

There is a considerable amount of
corruption prevailing in the Employ-
ment Exchange and I am very dis-
satisfied with the manner in which
that place is working.

All the old rules and regulations
have been changed. Employment up
to two weeks was regarded as casual.
This has now been changed. Now
even permanent employment is
treated as casual, with the result that
the number of seals on the card does
not count. The number of seals on
the card is not taken into account.
Vacancies are filled irrespective of
the number of seals.

Mr. Balasingham has a new theory.
According to this theory, people can
first be found employment and then
registered. Employment first, regis-
tration later. On the basis of this new
theory- a number of the Minister’s
buddies are getting employment. I do
not blame him. After all is said and
done, what is the use of being a Min-
ister if you cannot do a favour to
yourself ? That is what is happening
at the present moment.

With regard to the Employees’ Pro-
vident Fund, I must say that it needs
a lot of gingering up. May I give one
example ? I think the hon. Appointed
Member Mr. Thondaman will bear
me out.
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There are a large number of estate
employees who are anxious to get
back to India but who are finding
it difficult to get their E. P. F. contri-
butions. The estate workers have
now learnt the lesson. Hundreds of
employees of estates have gone away
expecting their E. P. F. money to
follow them. They have not got their
money, and now estate employees are
reluctant to leave although they have
made preparations.

The last case that came to my notice
was the case of seven persons from
Wegolle Estate in my area. They had
been waiting for months. When they
drew my attention to it I wrote a
letter to the Commissioner of Labour
asking him to try and see if he can
expedite it. The present position is
certainly very unsatisfactory. In point
of fact, I am told that there is a con-
siderable amount of confusion in the
head office with regard to the E. P. F.
There are a number of files for the
same estate, for the same employer,
and for the same establishment. We
know of cases where inspectors have
gone to an establishment and asked,
“Why have you not paid your
E. P. F. ?” and they have said, “ Well
we have paid it, here is the receipt .
It has not been entered in one file
but the other file has it. Such confu-
sion exists in the head office.

&, o0, 6

The Hon. Minister has another
interesting buddy : a man called Mr.
Thirunavakarasu. I have a fair re-
collection of this gentleman. I
remember more than once I had to
report him to the then Commissioner
of Labour asking him to be trans-
ferred from my area because he is
so inefficient, he is incapable or doing
any systematic work, hopelessly
slow, never makes a decision. My re-
collection is that at least on two
occasions I inisisted on his being
transferred out of the particular
area because he was not helping any
union at all in the carrying out of
his work. Now he has been promot-
ed, as Deputy Commissioner, and I
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think he is a particularly good buddy
of the Hon. Minister. He does a lot of
good favours for the Hon. Minister.
He is a Deputy Commissioner in the
head office, a big man now. As a re-
sult your Labour Department is
seething with discontent.— (Interrup-
tion). He is now promoted as Deputy
Commissioner in addition to Mr.
Wijewickreme.

A large number of labour officers
are really graduates of standing,
who have worked hard. Most of these
labour officers do a good deal of hard
work, but they are feeling frustrated
because there are absolutely no
avenues of promotion and their
salaries compared to other depart-
ments are not commensurate. As a
result there is a sense of frustration
in the whole department. The Hon.
Minister does not seem to worry
about it but I think that is true.

In regard to the recovery of
arears, you often get labour tribu-
nals or even workmen’s compensation
tribunals making awards against em-
ployers. There is a tremendous
delay in the payment of these awards.
There is at least one case of a driver
who has been awarded by a labour
tribunal a substantial sum of money
—not very much, about Rs. 3,000 to
Rs. 4,000—as arrears of pay. For the
last three or four years he has not got
that money. In sheer desperation he
himself has now filed action in the
magistrate’s court seeking to recover
that money. You see what that means
to a poor labourer.

The whole purpose of this is lost
if the department will not take the
initiative and try and see that these
tribunal awards are made good as
quickly as possible. You must utilize
the machinery the department has
in order to enable these people to
recover the moneys due to them.

I think there are a number of cases
like that. I do not want to weary the
House. I would draw attention to one
case—Labour Tribunal Case No.
K .5743. The final order was delivered
on 6th March 1967. The employer was
directed to deposit Rs. 2,050 in favour
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of W. P. Sumanasekera of Udagoda-
watte, Undugoda. That is one of the
more recent cases. There are a large
number of cases like that. Not only
is there a delay, but there is also the
difficulty on the part of beneficiaries
to get their money from the em-
ployer. I would like the department
to be gingered up.

I must now refer to the Chilaw
fibre mill matter. In desperation I
wrote a letter of protest in rather
strong terms, to which my good
F'riend took exception. I do not blame
him for that. A large sum of money
is due to the workers of the Chilaw
fibre mill. I do not know whether the
money has been paid. I have not been
able to check up on that.—[Interrup-
tion].—I am glad. But it took almost
two years to get the money. It was
overtime and back wages which they
were entitled to. I wrote letters. I got
no reply. I had to draw attention to
them a number of times. The union
concerned had to draw attention to
this matter. It takes such a long time
to get the department moving. That
is our complaint.

Then, in a simple matter like
getting discharge certificates, there is
a delay. We wanted to get two dis-
charge certificates from Meeria Cotta
Estate, Upcot. Unfortunately, the
estate belongs to a Member of Par-
liament. I do not want to mention
names. But for the last three or four
years we have not been able to get
the discharge certificates of these two
people. I have written a number of
letters to the department. The union
has written a number of letters. But
apparently because it belongs to a
Member of Parliament, nothing
happens. Is that fair ? I do not think
it is fair for you to treat Members of
Parliament on a slightly different
footing. That is what I am objecting
to.

The hon. Appointed Member quite
rightly was proud of the agreement
that he had signed. Now I understand
that under the Industrial Disputes
Acti.an agreement that has been
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arrived at, if gazetted, has the force
of being applicable throughout the

country, or at least in the particular
trade or industry.

Now, in this particular case, from
one point of view it is a great
advantage. From that point of view
I want to congratulate the hon.
Appointed Member. In other words
it provides for the deduction of trade
union dues direct on the paysheet.
Now that is a great advantage. That
is one of the things which we have
been fighting for for the last 20 to 25
years but without success even in a
number of places in Colombo.

I do not see why it should be con-
fined to members of his union. I have
drawn the attention of the Commis-
sioner to this fact. I pointed out that
if this agreement is applicable to one
union, then it should be applicable
to all unions.

But there is this difficulty. The
Employers’ Federation has written to
us asking us to bind ourselves to cer-
tain conditions which they impose,
which we are not prepared to do. I
do not think the Employers’ Federa-
tion has a right to bind any union to
those conditions. For instance, they
say that you can only get this if you
agree never to go on strike. I do not
think they can do that. I think it is
against the law to do that. They may
try to provide certain conciliation
machinery. That is a different
matter. I have got a copy of a letter
I wrote to the Commissioner of
Labour drawing attention to the fact
that, according to my view, it was
not proper for the Employers’ Fede-
ration to impose such a condition on
the unions concerned. I was a little
surprised that the hon. Appointed
Member had agreed to sign the agree-
ment on those conditions. Anyhow,
that is his business, not mine. Here
is the letter dated 8.6.67.

“I annex hereto for your information
a copy of a letter which was today
addressed to the Jatika Watu Kamkaru
and Podu Sewvaka Sangamaya and the
National Workers’ Congress in response
to initiatives taken by them to secure the
check off for their unions. !
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Now, look at the conditions
imposed: the check-off can only be
realized if the following conditions
are accepted :—

“Your union and the Federation will
co-operate with each other in the transfer
of workers from estates which have a
surplus of workers to estates which have
a shortage of workers, provided agree-
ment is reached between them on the
terms and conditions of such transfer.
The terms and conditions in each case
shall provide for the action to be taken
in the event either of the failure of the
workers to such transfer in terms of the
agreement, or, of the failure on the part
of the management of either estate to
comply with the terms and conditions in
the agreemernt. ”

All these questions of mobility of
labour, and so on, cannot be laid
down as a prior condition for our
accepting the check-off. That is what
I am objecting to.

“Indo-Ceylon Agreement—Your union
and the Federation agree to consult each
other regularly with regard to the imple-
mentation of the Indo-Ceylon Agreement,
and where they reach agreement, to
make joint representations to the Govern-
ment regarding all relevant matters, in-
cluding the phasing of departure under
the Agreement.”

I do not think this has anything
to do with the check-off. Whether
we agree to this or not is a matter
for us to jointly discuss afterwards.
But I refuse to accept this as a condi-
tion for the grant of a check-off for
union dues.

“Where the re-deployment of work-
ers becomes necessary consequent on the
departure of workers ‘o India under the
Indo-Ceylon Agreement your union and
the Federation agree to deal with the
matter in the same manner as under the
item Mobility of Labour above.”

I do not agree.

“Disputes—Your union and the Fede-
ration agree to establish a mutually
aceptable system for the conciliation and
settlement of disputes with a view to
eliminating strikes or any other form of
trade union action, victimization, unfair
labour practice or wviolence.”

There may be a good number of
things in those conditions which are
desirable. That is for each union to
decide,; but I do not think you can
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lay these things down as a prior con-
dition. If this principle is accepted
we shall welcome it, and I think it
is a great advance. We would like,
so far as the union is concerned, to
be on as friendly terms as possible
with the employer and carry on on
that basis. But please do not lay
down prior conditions. That is one
thing I would like the Hon. Minister
to take up.

There are one or two other small
matters like the Maliban strike which
I am very worried about. I under-
stand that at Malibans a large
number of workers have been dis-
continued, but nothing has happened
and the Labour Department has not
taken any action.

May I finally ask the Hon. Minister
to also use his good offices to settle
the Lever Brothers strike ? At the
moment it is going on. We had a
conference—I am glad the Commis-
sioner of Labour was good enough to
get up a conference—at which I was
also present, but I am afraid the
employers are rather an adamant
lot. There are a number of small
matters which can easily be
straightened out. I think the Com-
missioner will agree that we were as
reasonable as we possibly could on
a good number of matters. I said,
the larger issues can wait. The
question of a wage increase, and so
on, in respect of all labour, could
wait ; but there are a number of
small matters that can easily be
settled. For instance, the workers
want five minutes’ grace in respect
of their arrival for work. I pointed
out that with the best will in the
world, because of the inadequate
transport arrangements, a worker
can get late by five minutes. What
happens when a worker is five
minutes late ? He is fined 15 minutes’
wages. I pleaded with the employers
to make certain concessions like that,
and the workers would be in a possi-
tion to settle the strike on that basis.

All those are small matters, and I
would like the Hon. Minister to use
his good offices to try;,and;bring
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(Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam—Jaffna)

I would like to express a sense of
appreciation of certain steps that the
Hon. Minister and his Ministry are
taking to make some kind of an im-
pact on the question of unemploy-
ment I refer particularly to the
training' schemes which are being set
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afoot in certain constituencies in res-
pect of masonry, carpentry, tractor-
operating and the like. I would,
however, like to bring to his nctice
and that of his officials that certain
fundamental amenities necessary for
the proper functioning of these train-
ing centres should be seen io very
early. However, the motivation is
good and I wish to commend it.

But that apart, I wish to refer to
three matters briefly. The first is
with regard to cases disposed of or
not disposed of by labour tribunals.
1 would wish to commend for the
consideration of the Minister that it
is obviously unwise to expect people
to travel all the way long distances
to have their disputes settled. And
in this regard I am glad there is a
certain amount of decentralization of
work in the various provinces, but
that is not enough.

For instance, I believe there is a
labour tribunal functioning in Anu-
radhapura, but I do not know hcw
many cases come up to Anuradha-
pura for disposal. I should think,
none. The result is, where there is
a certain concentration of labour such
as in Jaffna, people have to take their
disputes all the way from Jaffna to
Anuradhapura. Even if there is some
immediate difficulty in establishing
a labour tribunal in Jaffna, I would
like to know—and I would like an
answer from the Hon. Minister right
now—whether they could get the
officer functioning as president of the
labour tribunal at Anuradhapura to
function for a number of days in the
month, having regard to the number
of cases awaiting disposal, at Jaffna.

When I made this suggestion I got
the typically bureaucratic reply from
one of the officials that there is pro-
vision for paying travelling expenses
to people coming all the way, what-
ever the place is. Now, that is a very
unrealistic and unhelpful attitude
which I deprecate, and I sincerely
hope the Hon. Minister will divorce

himself from this kind of bureaucra-

}
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The other matter is the question of
contributions to the Employees Pro-
vident Fund. I believe under the
existing legislation contributions both
of workers and of employers have to
be made at the Central Bank in
Colombo. Now, the Central Bank
has no branches, as we are aware.
Contributors in some of the outlying
places of Ceylon therefore find it ex-
tremely difficult to make their con-
tributions in Colombo.

May I say this: as a means of en-
suring the payment of contributions
and with a view to discouraging de-
faulters—that is, those employers
who do not make their legal contri-
butions—some kind of arrangement,
if necessary even by an amendment
to the existing legislation on this
matter, should be made to enable
contributions to be deposited
through, say, an acknowledged bank
as an agent of the Central Bank for
the purpose in the provinces.

The third matter is this. Mr. Chair-
man, I am very impressed by the
amount of housing that is going on
in the bigger urban areas. But I
wish to point out that there is a very
dire need for housing particularly
among the under-privileged people
in various parts of the country. If I
may say so, with particular emphasis
on those in my area.

g. on. 6.45

These people are living in the most
sub-human conditions, and I regret
to say that this Government itsel:
has so far done nothing about it in
spite of the fact that I have spoken
on more than one occasion to my
Hon. Friend the Minister and taken
him round and shown him these
appalling conditions. I would seri-
ously ask him to make some kind of
a pronouncement, and I sincertly
hope that the Minister will also see
to it that his officials do not reply:
“We have received your letter and
it is.receiving attention.”
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“In the matter of the industrial
dispute between the Lanka Estate
Workers Union and the Superinten-
dent, Nakiyadeniya Estate, Nakiya-
deniya.

Reference your letter dated 11.8.67, 1
have the honour to inform you that the
above matter has been revoked by the
Hon. Minister of Labour, Employment and
Housing by his notice in the Ceylon
Gazette No. 14,726 of 16.12.1966.”

30 vy 605 » 6® Gwd® ab HOD
PO DT HO @O 8By e
“Dear Sir,

I understand from the Registrar, Indus-
trial Court, that the above dispute has
been revoked by you, vide Gazette No.
14726 of 16.12.66. This involves over 60
workers. I should thank you if you will
please indicate to me on whose represen-
tation this was revoked. The workers,
after a very protracted inquiry which
went on for years have now been left
high and dry.”
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“ Premasiri Stores,

28, Dharmapala Mawatha,
Kollupitiya.

Mr. Sirisena Nanayakkara joined this
firm in 1964 and was dismissed in March
1967. His provident fund contributions
were never deposited at the Central Bank.

9. None of the workers in this firm are
paid over-time. None of the workers are
given their 14 days’ annual leave or lunch
interval. Once last year and again on 1st
March 1967, this firm was detected flout-
ing the Closure Order of the Labour De-
partment, but no legal action was taken
in spite of the fact that this firm had a
previous conviction. ”
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“The daily attendance register is main-
tained by the manager in his own hand-
writing, showing only eight hours’ work.
The register is tilled up at the end of the
month, and before the salaries are paid
the workers are forced to sign this.”
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(B i)

(Mr. Annamalay)

Mr. Chairman, I should like to
speak about the Employees’ Provident
Fund. I think there is much delay in
payments. My leader the hon.
Appointed Member (Mr. Thonda-
man) also referred to this matter.
After all, this fund is made up of
contributions both by workers and
employers. I think even its adminis-
tration expenses are borne by this
fund. So the employees should expect
a fair service. I do not think the
workers should be put to incon-
venience in any way. Their claims
should be immediately attended to
and disposed of early.
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The annual statement of accounts
is also delayed. The workers do not
get their statement of accounts into
their hands promptly. Sometimes,
even if they are ready, the employers
do not issue them to the workers—I
do not know for what reason. I have
received complaints that these
statements of accounts are not handed
over to the workers. They have a
doubt whether the employers have
made their contributions to the fund.
Unless they get the statement into
their hands they are not in a position
to know whether the employers have
contributed their share or even
whether the employers have paid the
workers’ contribution into the fund.
As there is a doubt in the minds of
the workers, the Hon. Minister should
look into this matter.

Ancther matter I wish to mention
is that the department sends us
letters in Sinhala which we do not
understand. When we call for a trans-
lation they tell us to obtain the ser-
vices of somebody else and get them
translated to void delays. In reply to
one such letter the department

replied :

“ Please be good enough to make your
own arrangements to get these letters
translated as is being done by other
estates. Ortherwise, they will lead to a
lot of delay and cause hardship to the
workers. ”

These workers have a right to have
these letters in their language.

Then again, when the medical
forms are filled and sent to the
department, they want the regis-
tration number of the medical practi-
tioner inserted. In the case of a
private medical practitioner they
have a registration number which
they insert in the form. But there is
a difficulty where Government Dis-
trict Medical Officers are concerned.
They do not disclose their number. I
do not know whether they have
received instructions from the Gov-
ernment not to disclose their number.
This is a matter the Hon. Minister of
Labour should take up with the Hon.
Minister of Health and put right.
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When workers go for medical
reports they have to pay very big
fees to the medical officers. 1 know
of a case where they had to pay Rs. 30
to obtain a medical report. Thease
workers are being exploited all round
because they are ignorant. They have
to pay whatever fee is demanded and
obtain the report. This is a matter in
which the Hon. Minister should be in
a position to grant some relief.

I had the pleasure of going through
the Report of the Auditor-General
on the Accounts of the Employees’
Provident Fund for the year 1964. I
quote paragraph 3 of the report:

“3. Inadequate action to ensure that
all contributors have enrolled :

(a) I suggested to the Commissioner
of Labour in December 1964 that with
a view to ensuring that all employees
who are required to contribute to the
Employees’ Provident Fund are in the
fact doing so, the names in the Busi-
ness Names Registers maintained by
the various Registrars be also investi-
gated with a view to ascertaining their
liability to contribute to the Fund.”

I know a number of them who are
avoiding. The Auditor-General him-
self has commented on it. I would
like to know from the Hon. Minster
what action has been taken against
them. :

Then in paragraph (b) it is stated :

“ (b) It was observed in the course of
audit that several Government Corpocra-
tions and Statutory Funds continued to
operate their own Provident Fund
Schemes independently of the Employees’
Provident Fund even though such
schemes had not been approved by the
Commissioner of Labour in terms of Sec-
tion 27 (1) of the Employees’ Provident
Fund Act. I pointed out a few such cases
to the Commissioner of Labour and in-
formed him that contributions should be
made either to the Employees’ Provident
Fund or other Provident Fund Schemes
approved by him. There was no provi-
sion in the Act for the continuance of
unapproved Provident Funds. I also re-
quested him to take very early action to
regularise the position.”

With regard to the employment of
staff I find here a note which says :

“The increase of Rs. 85,107 in 1964 was
mainly due to increase of staff sanctioned
by the Central Bank. In regard to Labour
Department Employees’ Provident Fund
Section, no increase of staff was sanction-
ed by the Treasury.”
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Here, we are complaining about the
shortage of staff. We are complaining
about delays and we are asking that
matters be put right. But on reading
this I cannot find the reason why the
Central Bank should have increased
staff and not the Labour Department
Provident Fund Section. I think the
Hon. Minister must go into this fully.

This provident fund scheme is con-
ducted on the pattern of a bank. You
have the money deposited with you ;
and we who deposit the money have
a right to draw on it. There is no diffi-
culty in drawing our money from the
bank at any time. I say that this
scheme must be operated like a bank

so that those who deposit their money
will be able to draw it as in the case
of a bank. We are not hesitating to
deposit our money. We should be

| able to draw our monies also from

the E. P. F. without difficulty.

Also, in this report, the Auditor-
General says in regard to the Board

of Survey :

« At the verification by the Board of
Survey at the end of 1964, items to the
value of Rs. 1,495 were found short. The
Commissioner of Labour has sinece n-
formed me that items fo the value of

Rs. 704 had been traced.”

We do not know what has
happened. These are all properties
that have to be protected. The monies
deposited with the Central Bank are
our hard earned monies. When they
are handling large sums of money
belonging to the employees they
should also see that every item ot
furniture belonging to the office 1s
preserved and that a strict check is

kept.

Then in regard to the No. 2
Account the reports says:

«“This represents the main ledger
balance as at December 31, 1964. The

regate of balances lying to the credit
?;ggindividual members as at that date
Rs. 244.614320. The
difference of Rs. 24.885 had not been re-
conciled up to April _1966. The
Governor, Central Bank, has informed me
that steps are being taken to re§0nc1le
this difference as far as possible:?’

was, however,
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These are matters to which one has
to pay very careful attention. These
are questions affecting public finances
and they must engage the personal
attention of the Hon. Minister. I know
that the Deputy Commissioner of
Labour who was handling the en-
forcement section at the time was a
very hard-working person. I know
of a number of matters that
had been brought to his notice and
which had been handled satis-
factorily. We sympathise with the
department because it deals with 13
million workers in this country who
contribute to the Employees’ Pro-
vident Fund. But yet this officer is
doing very hard work. We must give
the devil his due. Therefore I give
this devil, Mr. Thirunavukkarasu, all
the credit he deserves.

NS5
(&G rreeri)
(The Chairman)

How many more devils are you
going to deal with ?

g5y s1n0eCE Dw.

(B gjem@wd)

(Mr. Annamalay)

I bear a lot of love for the Ministry
of Labour, and I hope, Sir, you will
give me a little more time.

wd;, @Y RDloww

(Qsorres oym&ssair eHeT)

(An hon. Member)

I do not know why you bear so
much of love.

&Y 5nPVeCh Do,
(B gem@nLia)
(Mr, Annamalay)

For various reasons.

I commend to the Hon. Minister the
establishment of a corporation, so that
this money may be utilized in a way
beneficial to the workers. After all,
there is a contribution of about Rs. 62
million annually.

Why can we not, for instance, have
a housing scheme for the workers ?
We ask for money, but there is no
money available because this money
ig utilized for other purposes. When
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I was in Singapore I was told that
flats come up so fast that an appli-
cant can get one within a week of his
application. I know that our Hon.
Minister is capable of giving houses,
not within one week, but in less than
one week. Unfortunately however, he
has not the means to do it. I have
suggested one way in which we can
overcome the housing shortage. We
must make a start somewhere instead
of merely talking about flats and
houses. We have got to move a little
faster.

As regards wages, I appeal to the
Hon. Minister to see that equal wages
are paid to men and women on the
plantations. Men are paid higher
wages than women. I cannot under-
stand why there should be this dis-
crimination. In Malaysia, rubber
tappers get equal wages irrespective
of whether they are men or women.
In the tea plantations, women work
longer hours than the men; they
work very hard and render an
immense service to the country. They
are the main foreign exchange earn-
ers of this country. Therefore, I re-
quest the Hon. Minister to kindly
look into this matter of paying
women the same wages as the men.

With regard to holiday wages, there
has been default on the part of some
of the employers. I know that there
are several employers who have not
paid holiday wages to the workers for
the last four or five years. This is a
statutory obligation. I think the Hon.
Minister is too kind and these em-
ployers are taking advantage of his
kindness. He is a very compassionate
man, and everybody tries to take ad-
vantage of him. I think the Hon.
Minister must be harder on these
people.

& . 7.15

As regards vocational training cen-
tres, I must say that this facility has
been given to all workers except the
plantation workers. I do request the
Hon. Minister to give plantation
workers at least one centre so that
these people, who contribute so much
towards the welfare of the nation,
may be happy.
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(y&@rreeri)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member for Divulapitiya
(Mr. Jayakody) wants three minuies.
I will give him that and thereafter
the Hon. Minister will reply. I can-

not give anybody else the opportu-
nity to speak now.
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ad 9. 22. o
(Qserrey Grib. Gr&. AP&SLOLLG])
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Mr. Chairman, I have listened with
considerable interest to matters that
were raised by hon. Members during
the discussion on the Votes of my
Ministry. The National Government,
whose sole aim is the economic and
social development of the country,
welcomes constructive -criticism.
welcome criticism in the field of
labour, housing and all such matters,
which will raise the standard of living
of our workers.

I intend to deal point by point with
the arguments raised by various hon.
Members of the Opposition. I am
extremely grateful specially to the
Third, Member for Colombo Central
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(Mr. Keuneman), the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera)
and the hon. Member for Colombo
South. I am also grateful to all hon.
Members for the suggestions put for-
ward in the course of their speeches.

First, I wish to deal with the
matters raised by the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central. He
said that although I have made pro-
mises for the last 2} years nothing
has materialized out of them. In
other words, he implied that I have
not fulfilled the promises I made on
the Floor of this House.

In the course of my speech, I will
be able to convince the hon. Member
that I have fulfilled most of the pro-
mises I gave on the Floor of this
House.

The first matter the hon. Member
raised, I think, is in regard to wages
boards. He said that I had promised
to set up a large number of wages
boards ; that I had promised one
every month. I do not remember
having said that I would create one
wages board a month, but I did say
that I would be setting up a large
number of wages boards.

In this regard I wish to refer the
hon. Member to what took place dur-
ing the period 1960 to 1964. During
the four years that the last Govern-
ment was in power it had established
only four wages boards. They estab-
lished wages boards for the brick and
tile manufacturing trade, the cinna-
mon trade, the coir mattress and
bristle fibre export trade, and the ice
and aerated water manufacturing
trade.

Now, Sir, wages boards cannot be
created overnight. Certain proce-
dures have to be followed under the
Wages Boards Ordinance. First of all
we must collect statistics, then we
must gazette our intention, then call
for objections—it is after all these
things have been done that a wages
board can be created.

What has this Government done
during the last two years ? While the
previous Government during a period
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of four years created only four wages
boards, this Government during a
period of two years, from 1965 to 1967,
has created six wages boards. Wages
boards have been created for the
following trades—the hosiery manu-
facturing trade, the garments manu-
facturing trade, the tobacco trade, the
biscuit and confectionery manufac-
turing trade including chocolate
manufacturing trade, the paddy hull-
ing trade and the textile manufactur-
ing trade. These are the six wages
hoards created by this Government.

Members have been appointed to
most of these boards. They have met
and they have had discussions. In
some cases minimum wages have
been fixed.—[Interruption]. You can-
not lay down minimum wages with
one meeting of a wages board. Em-
ployers and employees and Govern-
ment representatives have to meet
and have discussions before minimum
wages and conitions of service can be
laid down. But we have created six
wages boards. It is now for them to
have their meetings and proceed as
fast as possible to lay down the con-
ditions of service and the minimum
wages. I am happy to state that they
are proceeding to meet and I hope
that they will soon fix minimum
wages and the conditions of service.

The hon. Member for Colombo
South spoke about hotel employees.
He said that it has been decided to
include only the employees of the
bigger hotels or that a decision has
not yet been taken in regard to that.
That is not correct. It has been de-
cided to include hotels that have ten
employees and over.

About remuneration tribunals, I am
happy that these have been set up.

he one in respect of hotel workers
has already met. The one in respect
of petrol filling station employees has
met and the conditions of service will
be laid down in due course. Very
important decisions have been
reached in respect of the hosiery
manufacturing trade; 8,000 workers
will benefit. They have decided on

the basic rates for workers in this
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trade. They have also decided to in-
crease the wages of workers in the
cinema trade.

The wages boards are meeting re-
gularly and doing a good job of work
and I do hope the workers will be
benefited by the decisions of the
boards.

I am also taking steps to establish
wages boards for the tyre rebuilding
. trade and for the plastic goods manu-
| facturing trade. Preliminary steps
have been completed to set up wages
boards for these trades. Action is
now being taken to appoint members
1 to the boards, and decisions regard-
ing minimum wages et cetera will be
taken soon.

. v, 7.45

In regard to the cinema trade the
Wages Board has decided to bring
within its scope all workers engaged
in the production and distribution of
films.

Therefore, you will see that so far
as wages boards are concerned, I
have fulfilled the promises I made
in this House. There is no denying
the fact that this Government has
taken positive steps to better the con-
ditions of the workers.

Regarding the establishment of a
National Wage Council, the Govern-
ment has already accepted that there
should be a National Wage Council.
It is a very important body and it will
fix reasonable wages for workers.
Certain establishments have their
own wage scales which are some-
times very unfair. I feel the wages
offered are very unreasonable. So if
we have a National Wage Council it
will be possible for this body to fix
a national wage so that it will apply
to all workers of a particular cate-
gory or sector. By this way it will
be possible to establish a better rela-
tionship between worker and em-
ployer. That is the aim of this
Natonal Wage Council.

I think in 1956 a commission was
appointed. They had made a recom-
mendation. The recommendation was
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out in 1960. Nobody had taken action
to establish this council. I am happy
that I have been able to present a
Cabinet Paper and the Cabinet has
accepted it. Legislation is being pre-
pared and I hope to present this im-
portant legislation to this House very
soon.

I do not want to deal with the com-
position of the Council. There is time
for that and I do not want to
say anything more regarding the
National Wages Council.

Regarding the E. P. F., this is a
very important matter and I agree
with the hon. Members when they
said that there has been some delay
in the payment of E. P. F. claims. Re-
garding this matter, I want to point
out that the officer who is in charge
of this section has done very good
work. I do not agree with the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota when he
said that when this person was a
labour officer he was an inefficient
officer. I do not agree with him at all.
I have found this officer who is in
charge of this section to be a very
efficient and loyal officer and I am
happy that he has done very good
work so far as the payment of E. P. F.
claims is concerned.

1t is true that there are delays. Nor-
mally when an application is made,
if the application is filled correctly,
there is no delay. If the data asked for
are given correctly, there is absolutely
no delay. According to information
before me, these payments are made
within three months. The position is
this. Our section approves it and then
it goes to the Central Bank. When it
goes to the Central Bank, if they are
not satisfied, the whole thing comes
back to the E. P. F. Therefore it is
incorrect to put the entire blame on
my department because I have no
control over the Central Bank.

o5y @csn.

(Bn. Qserier)
(Mr, Keuneman)

Cannot you streamline this ?
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(Qaerre; ertb. eré. (P& LDLD 1 )

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

The position is that we are looking

into this matter and we are trying to
expedite payment.

For the information of this House
I have to point out that the claims
have increased. In 1962-63 there were
only 7,034 claims and the amount paid
was Rs. 1,052,280. In 1963-64 there
were 8,397 claims and the amount
paid was Rs. 2,286,000. In 1964-65
there were 9,612 claims and the
amount involved was Rs. 3,499,000. In
1965-66 there were 12,248 claims in-
volving Rs. 5,056,947.

BT ¢ a3 @
(8@ for 4 syoveien)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
You require more staff.

&g Q. 21, e ned
(Q@serra erth. ers. P& LOLD &7 )
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

May be, but you must appreciate
the position of the department.

In 1966-67 there were 13,612 claims
involving Rs. 8,400,000.

SDBDOBY Scs.
(B Qseriver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

How many claims were made?
That is the point.

oG 2. 2D, e@ned
(Osenrres erid. ers. (p&LOLL &7 )
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)
About 20,000 a year.

SV BY @¢s,

(8. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You are 7,000 behind.

oG 8. 99, e

(Csorrey erib. er&. apsibiog)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

May be. That is the position so far.
There are a few cases where certain
people do not furnish information.
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The delay is due to that. Therefore
you will see that this Department is
doing its utmost. Of course I feel we
can still improve. Action will be
taken to see that the work of the
Department is expedited.

Now, with regard to the establish-
ment of a corporation to deal with
the Employees’ Provident Fund, there
is no decision yet. I went into the
matter very carefully. At the moment
the Central Bank and the Labour De-
partment are responsible for the
E. P. F. I felt that if a corporation
could be established, it would be easy
to handle these claims.

There is also the question of the
investment of the money. At the
moment the money is with the Cen-
tral Bank, and the Labour Depart-
ment knows whether investments are
made or not. The Central Bank in-
vests at its own risk, at the risk of
the Government. Now, what I feel is
that if there is a corporation set up,
with the trade union representatives,
the employers’ representatives, and
Government representatives forming
the board, then there would be some
control over the money of the
workers by the parties concerned.

Now, this is not something new.
This type of thing has been estab-
lished in other parts of the world.

For instance, there is a corporation
in India. Malaysia has something
similar, and so have many other
countries. We are still looking into
the matter. No decision has yet been
taken. I have been thinking on those
lines but no decision has been taken.

Regarding the matter raised by the
hon. Third Member for Colombo Cen-
tral, about the commotion that took
place at the labour tribunal on August
26, 1967, the positinn is that appoint-
ments are now made by the Public
Service Commission. After the Privy
Council gave its judgment, the section
in the Industrial Disputes Act was
not deleted. Th Amendment I brought
in was in relation to that, namely to

get them also appointed by the


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3655
Sedssn ewmQdssy smm, 1967-68

[0& 98, 9. e@»d®d)]
Judicial Service Commission. So, once
we receive the judgment, no amend-
ment would be necessary. I had only
to write to the Judicial Service Com-
mission and get those appointments
revoked and get the appointments
made by the Public Service Com-
mission. That is being done, and now
the labour tribunals are under the
Labour Commissioner and not
independent bodies.

Now, I have my own views about
labour tribunals. What is happening
today is that the labour tribunal has
become a body that has arrogated to
itself the function of a court of law. I
have changed that to a great extent.
I have told them that they should
function in an informal atmosphere.
After all a labour tribunal is there to
get the employer and employee to sit
round a table and to try and resolve
the dispute.

Most of the disputes in Ceylon
are in relation to the non-payment
of wages or something of that kind.
Bigger issues like dismissals can
always be referred to industrial
courts or to some other body. I
have told the Commissioner of
Labour to have discussions with the
presidents of labour tribunals and
tell them that they should not con-
sider a labour tribunal as a court of
law, but that it is appointed for the
specific purpose of bringing about
understanding between parties or
to bring about a settlement in a
labour dispute.

With regard to appearance of
lawyers at these hearings, I have
my own views. These courts were
created so that the workers would
have to bear no expense in these
matters.

. e@»OsY Sca.
(8 Q& &7 LDGIT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Minimum expense.
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(Qserras 6rib. eré&. (LPSLOLOS)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)
Yes, the minimum of expense.

But what is happening today ?
Lawyers appear—l do not blame

them ; it is their profession—and
they charge heavy fees. Then,
what about the worker ? He takes

a friend with him. You know, in
the tribunal office, there are several
such friends roaming about in the
corridors. When a worker comes,
one of them becomes his friend and
he walks into the tribunal office and
tells the president: “He is my
friend ”, and so on. I have asked
the Commissioner of Labour to go
into that and see that the workers are
not exploited.

An Industrial Disputes Commis-
sion has been appointed, and I am
awaiting its report. If any amend-
ments are necessary, I will not
hesitate to bring them before the
House.—[Interruption]. 1  agree,
some of them make uncalled for
remarks.

g. @ 3

Regarding the question of trade
unions, I feel—I think even the
trade unions themselves will agree
—that certain urgent amendments
are necessary to the present Ordi-
nance which is out of date. A Trade
Union Committee was appointed.
It has submitted a report, and it is
being studied. I hope to consult the
trade unions and get their views
before any amendments are brought
forward. I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the chairman and
the members of that Committee for
the report that they have submitted
which, in my opinion, is a very use-
ful one. I hope that once its
recommendations are implemented it
will bring great relief to the
workers.

The hon. Third Member for

Colombo Central referred to labour

officers being transferred from place
to place. I cannot recollect any
such transfer. I do not know whom
he is referring to, but if he can give
me further information on that I
will certainly look into it.
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With regard to the worker educa-
tion scheme, I must say that it is a
very important scheme. It is work-
ing very successtully. We have had
417 trade wunion representatives
from the Government sector, pri-
vate sector and the State-sponsored
corporations participating in it.
The Government has now allotted
to us land at the Racecourse where
we hope to put up a modern build-
ing with aid from the Australian
Government. They have promised
us Rs. 6.2 million for this scheme,
and once that money is received we
hope to commence work. My idea
is to provide this building with
almost all the amenities that the
workers need so that when they
come in connection with trade
union matters they can stay there.

One of the most important matters
that many an hon. Member referred
to is this question of promotional
prospects for labour officers. I
personally feel that labour officers
are frustrated over this question at
the moment. In fact, I have dis-
cussed this matter with the Minister
of Finance and I understand that
some of them are not eligible for
promotion to posts of Deputy Com-
missioners of Labour because those
posts  are reserved for C. A. S.
officers. However, discussions are
going on and I hope something will
be done with regard to this matter
very soon. I also hope that the
Anomalies Committee will look into
this question and resolve it to the
satisfaction of those concerned.

I am proud of my labour officers.
Most of them are doing a very good
job of work and I assure this House
that I will do my utmost for them.
I trust that they will be satisfied
with what I propose to do in regard
to them in consultation with the
Minister of Finance.

On the question of women being
employed for work at night I should
say that they cannot be employed
for work after 10 p.m. without
special permission. I think that
this requirement is being complied
with by many of the employers. If
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you can point out any cases where
employers do not adhere to this
requirement, I will certainly look
into them and see that something is
done.

Much was said about the Employ-
ment Exchange. It was said that
jobs were found by the Exchangg
only for people from the Ministers
Electorates. That is not correct.
The officers in the Employment
Exchange are doing very good work,
quite impartially. The  Central
Bank Report reveals the extent of
employment found by the Employ-
ment Exchange—-[Interruption]. It
refers only to permanent employ-
ment, but the Employment Ex-
change has found both casual and
permanent employment to people
registered. Up to July 1967 it has
provided casual employment to
24,264 people—these are figures that
you can check up—in addition to
permanent employment. In 1966, it
provided casual employment to
20,000. You will thus see that it has
done good work.

Sy 5% ©cs.
(8. réeuis)
(Mr. Ratnayake)

How long will they last in their
jobs ?

CCW € ©erndERD .

(.ﬁ)@ Qavensd (& ST QUIT & )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
Until the elections are over.

@& 99, 2D, @D
(Qzerra erib. oré. apsibiog)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Casual labourers are not discon-
tinued in the matter of a few days.
They have a chance of being made
permanent. Why do you think that
it cannot be so —[Interruption].

Now I come to the question of the
vocational training centre at Ury-
godawatte. It was started in 1963
with 39 trainees. In 1964 there were
70 trainees ; in 1965, 114 : in 1966, 192.
In 1967 there are 400 trainees. We
have now introduced a double shift ;
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this arrangement is very popular. We
have also introduced new trades such
as moulding, plumbing and so on.

The Cabinet has approved the
opening of similar vocational training
centres in Kandy, Galle and Jaffna.
We hope to make a start on these
soon. I am sure these too will be
popular.

We have now started the training
of tractor operators. We hope to train
about 200 to 300 of them. For the first
time arrangements have been made
to start a tractor operators’ training
centre at Amparai. We have taken
in 150 persons and they are being
trained ; we pay them a stipend of
Rs. 2 per day. We hope to increase
the stipend to Rs. 3.50. Such training
centres will be opened in Kalmunai,
Batticaloa, Kurunegala, Anuradha-
pura and Jaffna also. This is a very
useful training.

The hon. Member fcr Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) referred to the
strike at Lever Brothers. On this
matter the Labour Commissioner had
discussions with the president of the
union and Lever Brothers’ officials. I
say that every union has the right to
strike. We are not disputing that. In
the past, we found, when negotiation
between employer and trade union
was not satisfactory and the two
parties were not able to come to some
sort of settlement, the procedure had
been, before launching a strike, to
notify the Labour Department and
request the Department, if possible,
to summon a conference and to
discuss the matters involved. I would
have appreciated, as Minister of
Labour, if they had given me the
opportunity of discussing this mafter,
but that opportunity was not given
to me or the Labour Department. If
that had been done, I think this strike
would have been avoided.

Now that this strike has started we
must find some way of settling it. I
appeal to all trade unions that, before
they decide on strike action—should
negotiations with their employers
fail—they should be pleased to make
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use of the Labour Department machi-
nery. That Department is there for
that purpose. My complaint is that
the trade unions never come to us
before they walk out.

We are trying to bring about a
settlement of the strike at Lever
Brothers. I was told that at the dis-
cussion held the question of the
suspension of two workers—which is
the main cause for the strike—was
raised. This matter is being looked
into and I hope some settlement will
be reached early.

Regarding the question of strikes, I
should like to tell the House that
whenever I met the Prime Minister
on these matters he was most sympa-
thetic towards trade unions. I have
always found that in matters where
workers are concerned, he always
goes out of his way to see that some
settlement is reached. He is really
keen to see that a seltlement is
reached and that the workers are
given their due.—[Interruption]. I
am saying this because it is neces-
sary for the country to know what
the Prime Minister’s attitude is
towards trade unions. The Prime
Minister of the last Government
refused to meet trade unions for
discussions.

aé Sy Bodowy

(Qseorrar omssser IR )

(An hon. Member)

Why do you get angry over this?

ad 00, ©8. cind@d

(Qzerra 6rib. 6r&. (LPSLOLLG)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

I know that the C.M.U. made
several requests for an opportunity
to meet the last Prime Minister and
make certain representations, but
such opportunity was not given to
that trade union. I am trying to
show the difference between our
Prime Minister and the Prime Minis-
ter of the last Government.

B e oS e,
(B o> . sysrellen)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)
We know the difference.
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ad 28, 02, 6SHned
(Qserrey eTib. er&. ApSLbLOL)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

Well, Sir, I do not want to talk of
other differences. I shall now pass
on to a very important matter.

In the past, it has been the practice
in this country, whenever workers
were on strike, for negotiations to
take place only after the strikers re-
turned to work., This was an estab-
lished practice in the past. Employers
refused to meet trade unions for dis-
cussions. Our Prime Minister was
the first to tell the employers, “ You
meet them and have discussions
though they are on strike.” I would
say that it is a very forward step so
far as the interests of the trade union
movement are concerned.

I shall look into what the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera) said with regard to tht col-
lective agreement. I am happy to say
that I have been responsible for most
of these collective agreements, even
the collective agreement entered into
by the Bank Employees’ Union. In
regard to the Central Bank I think
this is the first time that a Govern-
ment bank entered into a collective
agreement. I was responsible for the
C.M.U. collective agreement. The
C.W.E. has entered into a collective
agreement. So has the Estate Staffs
Union. In these sectors we are now
assured of industrial peace for two
and a half to three years at least.

With regard to the allowances of
Rs. 20 and Rs. 10 granted by the
Government, which the hon. Mem-
ber for Colombo South (Mr. Bernard
Soysa) referred to, I am glad to say
that the Government has decided that
these increases of Rs. 20 and Rs. 10
given to government servants whose
basic salaries are below Rs. 100 and
between Rs. 100 and Rs. 300 respec-
tively should also apply in respect of
all government corporations. That
is very good news. All workers in
corporations who are drawing basic
salaries below Rs. 100 and between
Rs. 190 and Rs. 300 will benefit to the

same extent as government servants.
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As regards the private sector,
several firms and unions have enter-
ed into collectve agreements. In, re-
gard to other firms, these are matters
that can be discussed between the
unions and the employers. The em-
ployers can make their demands. We
are not going to prevent them from
making any demands. If they want
any assistance from the Labour De-
partment, I am always prepared to
help them in the negotiations. We
have to look into both sides before
we decide on the matter. So, you can
make your demands. You are wel-
come to make your demands. If you
want our services we are always pre-
pared to help you to win your legiti-
mate demands. But there are cer-
tain moves today to launch a strike.
I am aware that certain trade unions
have already held three or four meet-
ings at various places and sent round
circulars. I do not want to disclose
which trade unions they are. Now
they are raising a fund and notices
have been circulated asking their
members to contribute a day’s pay
for this strike which they intend to
launch without submitting any de-
mands in the first instance. These
unions are meeting and collecting
funds and organizing thmselves for
a strike. I do not know for what
purpose they are doing this.

I want to make it quite clear, in so
far as the private sector is concerned,
I am always with the trade unions
and I am always prepared to help
them to win their legitimate de-
mands. But if they are going to use
trade unions for political purposes I
will in no way encourage them and
I will do everything in my power to
advise the Government to take what-
ever action is necessary to smash
such political strikes. When the D.
W. C. started a strike I openly told
them that, so far as T was concerned,
I considered it a political strike.

I appeal to all trade unions to heed
this. There are the wages boards and
other machinery : trade unions must.
in the first instance, make use of such
machinery to win their demands,
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failing which I am always prepared
to discuss with them any of their
legitimate demands.

I have many matters to refer to but
as time is limited I shall deal with
only one or two of them. The ques-
tion of profit sharing was referred
to by the hon. Member for Colombo
South. The committee which went
into this question has submitted a
very comprehensive report. It has
been translated and I expect to pre-
sent it in the form of a Sessional
Paper very soon. The planning sec-
tion of my Ministry is studying the
report and after discussion we will
consider bringing the necessary legis-
lation to implement the proposals
contained in that report. I think I
have touched on almost all the im-
portant questions raised concerning
the Labour Department and I do not
think it necessary to say anything
more.

Now I want to speak a few words
about housing. I am happy that hon.
Members in their speeches said that
the Housing Department is doing
some good work. Regarding the
Labour Department too the criticism
was general and I felt that there was
a fair amount of appreciation of the
work done by the Labour Department
and the Housing Department. I am
very grateful for the comments made
and the appreciation shown by the
hon. Members of the Opposition.

I want to make a few observations
regarding the Housing Department.
During the period 1955 to 1965 the
Department of National Housing
sanctioned loans only to 7,701 persons
amounting to Rs. 99 million. That
was the sum granted by way of loans
over a period of ten years. But after
the establishment of this Govern-
ment, that is in a matter of two and
a half years, we have granted loans
to 6,113 persons amounting to Rs. 56
million. You will see from this that
we have been doing a good amount
of work.

Bewddm @eds) eHICHK
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CDBNLBY Deam.

(8- Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What amount was granted by way
of loans?

a5 8. 20, o
(Qserrey 6rib. erd. (APSLLLOG)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

They were mostly small loans of
Rs. 2,500 and above. I hope I will
have more money next year to give
loans to more people. I have had a
discussion with the Hon. Minister of
Finance. I am sure he will be able
to provide the necessary money to
enable me to continue the work that
I have been doing.

G sy, D8, evedd
(seor fl5 erer. ertb. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister does not look so
sure.

@ 20, 0. ehnoB
(Gsenrra 6rib. Gré. AP&SLOLLSI)

(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

With regard to the construction
work undertaken by the department
I should like to say a few words. We
have started to construct 1,781 flats.
In Ketawalamulla we have built 196
flats for the working class. Cons-
truction commenced in 1966 and the
work 1is progressing satisfactorily.
Then in Wanathamulla we have
started construction on 124 flats for
the working class. Work commenced
in October 1966. On further 234
flats in Wanathamulla, work com-
menced in May 1967. On 102 middle-
class flats at Wanathamulla, work
commenced on 7.4.59. On 325 flats at
Ratmalana, work commenced last
December and it is expected to be
completed by abount the end of this
year. Then 800 flats are being cons-
tructed at the Anderson Golf Links.
The total is 1,781.

We have also called for world ten-
ders to construct 5,208 flats. Tenders
have been received and we are look-
ing into them. We are also having
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discussions with governments that
are prepared to give us long-term
loans.

SWBDSHY .

(&Bap. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Does that include the ones already
under construction ?

ad 90, 22. ch»ndR

(Qserrey Grib. er&. (PSLOLOS)
(The Hon. M. H. Mohamed)

No, excluding the flats already

constructed. These 5,208 flats will be
situated in all parts of Colombo and

its suburbs. I have had discussions
with the Rumanian Charge d’ Affaires
in Ceylon. They are very much in-
terested. I have asked them to sub-
mit a scheme so that the Government
could go into the matter. Many other
governments are also interested. We
are considering all offers and I am
sure work will commence soon and
will be completed within the next
two years.

Regarding water and lights for the
Anuradhapura Housing Scheme, I
shall certainly look into the matter.
I will also look into the question of
serving of notices and see what can
be done. I take this opportunity to
thank all hon. Members for their sug-
gestions and co-operation.

23323253
(oysGrreart )
(The Chairman)

Is the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
pressing his amendment ?

8w Y. OB, cweld
(esev;r;ﬁ!@ ereor. arip. QuGrTm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, Sir.
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“158 0 @fewd 1 9» wldmw wgwe
G 1,95578 m @ec (¥ oC Amwd apew
D wps” em @ »de SPumd CIY, wWm
u@9m Ba.

158 2 Rlouwd 1 2m» wldmw & o a®
cud ommduw wBwd BIw wB w8 Bewlae
DD 2.

“168 gub sy, 1 b eUTEEGLULIGHILD,
o5, 1,95,678 oL ullph GerrssiL@LNS ” 6T eDID
@) GE&sLLL® b s eneniLLLgl.

158 2yt m2wi), 1 gpib @rs@GLLGHTLD S L a2
ey (@Rewruils LewilsSULLL Gl
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 195578

for Head 158, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 158, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2 wddMmu—wCm oW P—8PEHISHD
Swe®, & 10,100

arssruennd @o. 2.—uiluteerd OFaese—
BamBamn Gsaey, 5. 10,100

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 10,109

“158 2 Bleowd 2 T wPIB wEIWw
%. 10,100 Qe (¢ o AMwe anew
DG wps’ o» s TQu» €57, ww
©we®» .

158 25 &8cwd 2 2 uldmw ¢u o a®
oud emlum WmEwd HBEw @) w8 Dowe
DB CE.

“168 gin s3&SULY,
esum 10,100 <yt auewrullh CsisslL@ons ” 6T gyib

2 gyh @rE@ULIGTID

e NBSsULLE b misoETereniUlL g.

158 ayib &%y, 2 2yib @IT&GUUGITLL L 6ZeT
ey @Zeorw Lewlssi LS.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 10,100
for Head 158, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 158, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 2 w@dmu—wmem o H—8clm Jwed,
. 19,28,234

aurs@Luenid @e. 3.—uflunweansd Glsoea)seT—.oy8
suGuUmTmL GFaey, erum 19,28,234

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 1,928,231

“158 2m BBowd 3 2» wlOmw wmewm
. 19,28,234 e Ccuv o@ AMwd gumew
DE wNe”’ «wm» @ DG TOwm» GEsY, wwm
u@®m Jes.
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158 By AB8ewdB 3 2 w®@mw ¢z eCa®
oul ol wOwd W/Iw agn «& Hewo
oém cE.

“108 gy 5%, 3 b @TEGUUSITD @RUT
19,28,23¢ it elewullh Grissliu@ons ” ergyth
@ elGssUULB anh nsGsTereniLlL g.

158 gyb %I, 3 gptb QuUNE@LULEITD L aewr
wlev (oIt LenllEELILLL .

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,928,234

for Head 158, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 158, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

159 2 E8u—a8nd& cendm
IOk BB
1 2 wl@dnw.—mde O&aAE osad wlm
o808 uun By Qs & 45,68,563
5w S 6 Lb

aurs@luemin, @ l.—uadurerficr g ersEMu
Cavgeanpn Iming senpin, en. 45,68,563

159 optb @&, —0) ST ey

HeAp 159.—DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 4,568,563

“159 O &ewd 1 2» wuldm»w wewm
G 45,68,563 » e ¢ o AW e
WME MR’ «w» gD SRum» Iy, ww
w@em Sa

159 2» B8cud 1 9» wudP8me s cFam®
s emnluw wmSwd AIw @ «wB Howdo
0é®» gL

“169 b Sy, 1 KO @TEGULIILD,
@ur  45,68,663 syl elenrlilp Criésiu@uns ”
erepin e eNPSSLLLE aphguaCsaeTeriLL gl.

159 gyib %Iy, 1 @4tb aund@EUUGID 2L QI
uflev (Pemruics LenwfléslL g,
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 4,568,563

for Head 159, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 159, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2 wPWM—CH E P—UNHIEHM
dweD, & 12,46,500
arsguuarn @Qw. 2.—uflureerd Gsaeser—
Bambamin Geawey, er. 12,46,500

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 1,246,500

“159 ®» &Bewd 2 D wddWwa wewm
& 1246500 @ 8cc ¢ o ADNRE FHEW
WG @M’ w» Pd e 0w cIsI, ww
«u08m Bw.
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159 2 H8cud 2 2» wd®ma gu o am
eud omluw wlwd BAe @y «d Bewla
Wém .

“ 159

LT
T el QAIGssULLO @pmsQsneraniutL g.

L0 &L, 2 b QU & (&L 6o L
12,46,600 o aZomlln Gsrssiiu@uns

159 gyih 2%y, 2 b ens@GLUeIL UL ey
ey @) 2eworwit) Lienla SLILL L g

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,246,500
for Head 159, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 159, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

4 2 w@9vw—ocninedsy nd BB wwwem
e Hr—pwm&Hdinm Bwed, &. 17,70,000

euns@Luenin, @Qe. 4.—GlawssenEsna) 2elssL
U@L Coemeuser—LlesnBou ey Qeeey, epLim
17,70,000
Vote No. 4—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 1,770,000
“159 B &8cwd 4 2» wuddmw wmewm
. 17,70,000 = @ec ¢& o APwd gmew
WG @R’ w® gd»de Vu®» I3, wwm
©u@0m» .

159 2 Kbow® 4 D wdmw ¢ o am
eudl exnluw WmOwd B ayn «8 Bewa
Dé® G

“159 @ glalny, 4 b ersGUUERNTD
esur  17,70,000 e elorulp Gsrssuu@uors ”
g ell@ sl G ah s CareneriulL g.

169 @b 2Ly, 4 @b and@luemib 2L el
Sov @8l uesflaaiule g.
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,770,000

for Head 159, Vote No. 4, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to. \

Head 159, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
5 0 wPdMw—eendmedsy nd S8 wuweM
o H—@CRAm Bwe® &. £,61,810

ard@luesib @w. b.—Bidwssengsned efssU
UG Gremasar—odslCurpL  Oeaey,
emum  4,61,810
Vote No. 5.—Services provided by the
Department—Capital expenditure,
Rs. 461,810
“159 9 @8euB 5 P wddmwe wWeW
&. 4,61810 = ec o o D@ qned
De pDe” «om YW Dw EPum i, BWw
u@om B,
159 9 RBowd 5 O wd0mw ¢ o0 a®
ol omOum mOwd BIw g «8 BHeJa
mED | B8
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“169 g g%y, b b @TEGUUTD
epur  4,61,810 o a®bwdlp Gerésuuduns ”
eTEILh ail@ eNBésLI (B o Dd QamereniulL g.

159 2410 %0, b b uTEEGLLGRTD BiLL 626w
uSléd @il LN sLiILL &

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 461,810
for Head 159, Vote No. 5, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 159, Vote 5, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

6 9 #OPMB.—PESH® WRDIADE—YNEHDRH
Bwe®, & 12,25,000

aurg@LUemid @, 6.—Qurmernsny 2l s S —
Besmbaumes; GFevay, asumr 12,25,000

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 1,225,000

“159 o2 &8ouwd 6 D» uddmw wewm
G 12,25,000 » 8eC ¢ @AM D
WG @D’ wamn g Des IQuw iz, wwm
w22 B,

159 2 &8ewdB 6 2 w@dmw ¢co T A®
06l omduw mOwd HBw gw <8 Bewls
=S 2.

“159 b i), 6 b @IEGLUETD EHLIT
12,25,000 eyt euleoorillh GridsiuGlons ™ ereniib
afl@ el@ssLin’ @ an pséGsmereriuL g.

159 94 2%y, 6 24l euné@LiueanTh 21t a devor
uflév (@il LefEEur L gi.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,225,000
for Head 159, Vote No. 6, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 159, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

160 20 BSw.—Lr B Bses ecndm
e85y 33®
1 2» w@dnmu—miae 0L’ ac cuadafw
SEHE s eBWY E8mn, & 14,55,311

160 oyid gl —CsRuw of ety g
5wt & S 6rLh

ang@uuenn, @w. l.—ualwureriler 2iené@ilu

Gasgeuqpth N L9 F@ntb, enum 14,556,311
Heap 160.—DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL
Housing

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,455,211

“160 2m» &8ewd 1 2m» wddme wgwm
& 1455311 = 8¢ 8 eCA®DwD Gew
We ama”’ wm & me um ¢uI, wem
w®9m Bea.
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— b Bend

160 2 Rbowd 1 2» wddmw ¢v e A
0ud emOuw wmBwd BIw @Y «w& BHewa
@DEW GE.

“160 g sy, 1 @b ISGUUGHILD
epumr 14,566,311 eyl alamullh CeisslU@Lns g
T 6@ BESUIULE 6rfbhpE0ETeTeTLILL Sl.

160 2yib gmiiy, 1 2yb eT&@LUenTD oL e Oewor
Wed (@) emriuls LiewfléaLI L G,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,455,311
for Head 160, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 160, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

2 2m» wlomwe—eme® mi D—ywmHIEHD
8we®, & 1,12,680

urs@glueanh @, 2.—uflurtaend GCEaeseT—
ey Geevey, erp. 1,12,680

Vote No. 2—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 112,680

“160 2» &8ocwd 2 2 wddHw wEM
& 1,12,680 @ Qec ¢z oFAMEO JNED
BE wps’ wm» sSwa Ve C§zY, www
u®0m Fe.

160 2% &8owd 2 Om» wd@mw ¥ e Am
gu® cmOmsy wOwld Aw gm <& Bowda
=E®» L.

“160 b s%Ly, 2 b QTEEGULGID
epumr  1,12,680 o1 e emrullp RFrEsiuBons
Tenid i@ eGssUUL® erh misGsTeTeniulL &

160 2yih S%WLiL), 2 2410 QUTEEGLILENT D UL @600
ey (@ evortt LienllESLILLC L g

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 112,680
for Head 160, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 160, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

i 2 wdmu—celnelsy 9 &8s wuem
o’ D—u&HLinm Swe®, & 2,000

uné@Liuaid, @e. 4—GlamésensSne) 2ief&Es
UL Crenauser—LLanBealres Gxevey, erumr 2,000
Vote No. 4.—Services provided by the

Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 2,000

“160 2» B8ewd 4 2 wOO»w wewm

S. 2000 =3 @ec ¥ oCADWD GWmew
DG @Me”’ v g Mme IVwm 8, ww
u@om .

160 2 &8cwd 4 0 wd@mu ¢cu e am
eud ewmdum MmOkd BIw «um W& Bewde
DS CL.
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“160 oy sl%oly, 4 b ens@GUULD
epumr 2,000 oyl eulerllp CeissLu@Lns ¥ ergh
afl@ BsasLLLB ahmis C&TereriLL g.
160 gyib 5%I1L), 4 24D QUTEGLILIGTID 2L L 6 Samr
w6y @ wrwts Liewfld sLLLL g
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 2,000

for Head 160, Vote No. 4, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 160, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

180 225 &8w.—wu®s ced 2
&SI
1 o» wO@0mu—mnie 9 aAe czad o
S8 we gBms &sn, &G. 1,63,203
180 gyib gl —aeps Cramaser
cg{mma&arn'r
GG LILein, (2e.
Cagerpn Slpugsesd, es. 1,63,203

l.—uenfliunenfler 2,end@Hw

Heap 180.—MINISTER OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Vote No. 1—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 163,203

“180 B» &owd 1 2» wldme wewm
& 1,63,203 » 2e¢ ¢ oG ADGO e
DG wDe’ @» I De SO GEY, wwm
620 D,

180 9 E8ousd 1 9» wd@dma cu edam
6wl emousm WSwd BHIw «wm @8 Pew o
@ém G

“180 b F%IL, 1 oyh euTé@UUERID
o 1,63,203 =i aularillph CeissILBLOTES” 6TERILD

M@y SBSELIILE arh pI&QS T eTUILILL S

180 @ytb &), 1 2yib QUITE@SLILIGILD 2|16 Zaor
W60 (@ vor L) LewilS S LILILL 5
Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 163,203

for Head 180, Vote No. I, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 180, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

wBemu—wEm o F—y»m&HDEMHB
8we®, . 26,030

2 2
QU Té (& LILIGHUT LD, @ev. 2. —uflure erd QFeva6| % 6T—
Bam@ap OQFme, epUT 26,530

Vote No. 2—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 26,530

“180 Om &BowB 2 2» wlImw wewn
4. 26530 = Qe ¥ oC AWM e
De wpu? wm @ Ne D0wm» GIH, 6w
®w®@m Fa.

Bewldm el ©eFDCw
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— 00 Bend
180 @» &loud 2 P» wEIMG cu o A®
gul owmluw =WmOwld B ¢y wd Bewla
DS GE.
“180 b s%WLL, 2 b  @rsEGluewih

erim 26,630 ot euleoruilh CrrésiuBuns GTey) b
@ B&sLILILG ermh sCETeTaTULILL G,

180 gyih 5%, 2 24th e @GULERTID (UL Semr
e (9)Zevoril’ LiewflE UL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 26,530
for Head 180, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 180, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

181 & &8w.—e@d ot ecnlm
e@sY 52

1 9 wddmne—mie eac ez9d o
SEHE we gHnY O0m%, &. 11,64,917
181 opb gl —seps Cemaser

5\ mr & e b

ans@uuamn @e. 1.—uellureriler o,enma@i
Gasgarpth Blpuigsentn, epum 11,64,917

Heap 181.—DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,164,917

“181 2m» &8ewd 1 2» wldmw g
. 1,64917 o ©eG ¢ oC ADWO HPESW
DE @G’ w» Yo ma S0um» i, wwm
u®®m .

181 2 B8ow® 1 Dy 60w cu ©C A®
cud omoum wOwd BB @M @& Bewa
Dé®» GE.

“181 oy g%y, 1 Spb euré@UeD, gHUT

11,64,917 oLy CridsiuGors ™ 6T &0 LD
e ABssLILLE 6D DE6ETeeTUIULL Sl
181 oyth sadiin], 1 @ylh @ITEEHLILIGHILD oy Lau %emT

uN6d @Zerarwitt LepllGSILCL Gl

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1,1 64,9%7
for Head 181, Vote No. 1, be inserted it
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 181, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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2 2 w@omu—ucm o P—ynHITHD
8we®, &. 10,750

ang@uuemih @e. 2. —ulureers ClEaeyser—
Bam® e mh Qseway, epur 10,750

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 10,750

“181 2» Glowd 2 P wddWmw W
G. 10,750 » 8cc ¢ oF MWD e
DG g’ wm» g e Iwm ¢y, ww
x09» Jw.

181 2 B8oud 2 2m» wd®@mw ¢u o A®»
eudB clum wmOwd HIw @y «wd Bew o
=26 G

“181 gyb gwii), 2 24b QUITSEGLILGOTD EHUT
10,750 <t oulenriy Grissiu®wns ” aeb 6le)
NNOGSLILLE €D 1 0)ST 6 emLiLI L gl

181 2yt %Wy, 2 241D GITSEGULIGHID 2Ll a2
wey @aorwts venllésiu’L g

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 10,750
for Head 181, Vote No. 2, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 181, Vote 2, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

4 2 wOPmu.—cendnedny D I8 wueE®
o Dr—uM&HDED® Bwc®, & 2,77,04,276

aré@LUed @. 4.—B8amssens SN SalEsL
LBl  Grameuscn —L8 @@ eime; GlFoay,
enum 2,77,04,276

Vote No. 4—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 27,704,276

“181 2 &Bcud 4 D uldDw we
S 2,77,04276 = 8eC ¢ o ADRD FLe
D @nw”’ «» & He D CIF, ww
©820m .

181 2% BBoudB 4 2» wl@emuw ¢z eCam
cul cmour @mIwd BB @ “& Bewo
@65 CGE

“ 181 gyb sy, 4 gy eUTEGLLIGEID EHUT
2,77,04,276 o L ouerullh Geréslu@lons = 67D
ey BssiL® apmosblarereriLg).

181 9ytd S2%ILIL, 4 24th QUITEGLILIGHTD S 6T
u16d @it LewNSEILILL Sl

Question, “ That the swm of Rs. 27,704,276
for Head 181, Vote No. 4, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 181, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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5 25 w@@mw—oesdmne® 9o SRy wWoEB
o or—gcam Bwe®, G 158,732

and@luemin @e. 5.—Blendsand sme 2 afidaELs
LB Graaiser,—adaLQurmL CFeel,
e 1,568,732
Vote No. 5—Services provided by the

Department—Capital expenditure,
Rs. 158,732

“181 om» &Bocwd 5 m» wldne wiwm
. 158,132 @ @ec & € ADO e
Do ame”’ @ @ »e 0um ciésl, wwm
wd@m .

181 2 RBoudB 5 2» wddme ¢u eCanm
cud omoum WmOwd BAs gy <& Bewo
DE®D G

“181 o %L, 5 b @nEFGuUcID GUT
1,568,732 9t auonullh GeiéstuGlons ?  erglln
@ AesaLU 6 apmsblanereniuL&.

181 b g2%iLiL), 5 24lb QITEGLULERILD 2L La Sewor
6o (R%ooriits LeRAGSILILL GI.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 158,732
for Head 181, Vote No. 5, be inserted n
the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 181, Vote 5, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

182 D% &8k —8es wud §SMBDIESI
cef D ceenlmnels md

1 2 wdomw—mmBe &g o9 aED
B8 sn ghnx &8, &. 2,45 054

182 b SELIL)— peTRTL G FLI
UTZETAUN @piogs CLETe Crmaig
B éaartd
ans@uueard @e. l.—uefurerfles o, @nEG T

Qavgsarapd, U Lgsesh, 5. 2,45,054

HeADp 182.—DEPARTMENT OF PROBATION AND
CHiLD CARE SERVICES

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 245,054

“182 Dm &Bowd 1 2m» wldme wgwm
G. 245,054 @ 8:C ¢z e AWMwD GWEW
e @me” w» sdme S0um ¢, ww
w@®» Dea.

182 2 &8cud 1 2m wlemu ¢v efa®
cu® omoum mBwd Biw gy «8 Dewiw
Dé5_CL.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

3675
Swddm emQPuny wmm, 1967-68

Y182 @ s%dny, 1 gyib CUMTE@LILIGTLD, eHLIT
2,45,064 ALl Slh Gsnssuu®ons ”  ergyio
al@ f@sasLiur@ ar 1) )& 0) s MG G LI L g

182 v s%d0y 1 gyin QUTE@GLILGTID S L6 Sawr
uwiled @ewrwis LiewldmiucL g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 245,054
for Head 182, Vote No. 1, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 182, Vote 1, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

3 0 w@dnw—umen o n—8chm Bwe®,
S 72,000

néguuenn @a. 3.—ufuneers GFeveyser—.pyd
sUGUTmL GFevey, esumr 72,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 72,000

“182 2» &8ewd 5 D» w@Omw wew
G 72,000 » e v oAPwO e

Ve @w” w» gdfmae Toum IV, won
u®o» S,

182 @2 &BowdB 3 2 wd@wu ¢v o aAm
0ud emduw MmOwd Hw gy w8 Beww
wé» ¢

“ 182 b &%y, 3 b QUTE@GLUENID eHUT
72,000 sjlLaleorullp Corsasiiu@uns > ergb &l
HBSSLLLB ap nisGETeTeniLlL g,

-

T 182 gyib %Ly, 3 @yth RUTEGLLUSLD B e dewr
ey @worwis LeflésuuL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 72,000
for Head 182, Vote No. 3, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 182, Vote 3, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

4 9 wddnw—ocudnels nd 88 wuwm
oW DHr—um»&0iny Jwe®, & 39,78,902

uné@Luentd Q. 4.—85%wssen s Sne o elsaL
U CrameuscT—iEem® aimey Greaeay,
prum 39,78,902

Vote No. 4.—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 3,978,902

“182 2 &Bowd 4 P» wlOmw wem
G 3978902 & 8¢ v o APwWO gmew
VG @D’ w®»d I »mew BOum T, wwm
w@®@m Bea.

182 @2 A8ouwd 4 9 wdodmw ¢y cfam
Cul omdum wWOwd BAw @y & Bew
@dém» @

Blewidn ®e3%) VedDE®
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“182 b H2%0Ly, 4 B0 UNE@LILGTD emLIm
39,78,902 wiraorllh Ceisstiu@urs » 6TEn/D
ail@) ef@EsLULR &b piSCETeTeriLLL g,

182 gyib &%y, 4 gyb BUTE @G 2L 6 Demr
Wley @emrit) uewldas L g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 3,978,902
for Head 182, Vote No. 4, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 182, Vote 4, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

0 0 wdIMu—ogumineds’ 00 88 wuwsy
o’ Dr—Qedm 8wc®, &. 1,05,500

wrsGLLGD (Qev. b.—G2avsser S sTe HehEsw
UBw Gremescr—aasiQurl. Qrevey,
erum 1,05,5600

Vote No. 5.—Services provided by the
Department—Capital expenditure,
Rs. 105,500

“182 Ox Glwowd 5 O wdOmw wmeam
G 1,05500 = 8ec ¢ e AWDwO apewy

DG @R’ w» go'ode Bmm ¢8sY, wwm
=®@m 8w,

182 2» A8cwB 5 D wd@Ww ¢u e am
oud omluw wmOwd BB wy B Bowim
e ca.

“182 o sWWULY, b b @rEGLUEND eEHUR
1,05,600 wwiredmoulh OCsrésuuGwns T LD
@y aPssliu - anmesQanerariulL g.

182 gyib 5%y, b b eund@LLemD Loy
Wer @¥eariun uenfldsiulL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 105,500
for Head 182, Vote No. 5, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 182, Vote 5, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

6 9 U@ —ndBn wWRIAM—ySHOB®
Bwe®, &. 32,660

arséGLiueny Q. 6,—Qurmpertars lalegs S
Bendaimes Crevey, emumr 32,660

Vote No. 6—Economic Development—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 32,660

“182 Dz &Bewd 6 D wldmw weM
& 82660 » e v ofADwd FREY
DG @We” «wm g Do BOwm cfyY, ©wo»
w@@m e

182 ©» BBoud 6 O wdoms ¢o eUdaA®
eud omdum OO BAe @y «& Bowi®
@mém ol
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182 gy 52%80L, 6 gy enEGLUETD UM
32,660 2L ailonrullph GorésluBuons ” ergulo oy
SlBSsLULG a1/ misE @ TarTenLLL gl.

182 2yib 52801y, 6 24lb unE@LLaTD 2L auleww
Wley Nemruwits uewflssuulL g.

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 32,560

for Head 182, Vote No. 6, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 182, Vote 6, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

7 3 w0dnw—5ddm HdID—YeA®
. 2,44,000

eawrd@uuenih @e. T—Curmenn gy el s S
—apsasliCurml Qsevey, emum 2,44,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital expenditure, Rs. 244,000

“182 B KBouB 7 P wlemw mewm
S 244,000 = e ¥ oC AN gmew
W @D’ «m»d I we EPum cExY, wwm
u®m Be.

182 @m» &8cud 7 2» wldmw ¢ odam
end emduw wOwd BIw gy «8 Bewa
=2 cE.

“ 182 gyth g2y, T o4ih @UITGGLLIERTWD  EHLIT
2,44,000 oL eawmlh OFrésuUBLIS ” 6T gL
efl@ eflGssLLLB ad sGETeroriLiL g.

182 gyin g2y, T 4lh eurG@GLLIeUD 2iLL 6 ST
Wley @%eorwits LienllEEi L g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 244,000
for Head 182, Vote No. 7, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 182, Vote 7, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

om e cwidsnd wmudom Jau:
Seraumin S1@orlewr arm mys@smeneriul e g :
Resolved :

“That the First Schedule, as amended,
stand part of the Bill.”’—[The Hon.
Wanninayake.]

wER o v edAMe Boow Dmmmdewsy
owPuw umend ewmdune WmIwd BIFw @B
@& Wewlo @ém L.

(p.seonin s Leulesr B s sUGUbHma g wbsn sm
efleir UGHwns QEsCaambOwer 2yl Ul L
Ll gl.

First Schedule, as amended, ordered #o
stand part of the Bill.
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— b BEnd
WU B eEADIWD
@) esrL_mLb cg:;f;f_.w?aar
SECOND SCHEDULE
P elm» cIdmm® wemudm Ba:
Ulesrausin UiGooemr arp piéClamemenin’L g

Resolved :

“That the Second Schedule stand part
of the Bill.””—[The Hon. Wanninayalke.]

ecdm ¢& o ame ondduyw omensd
oouw WIw £lw PHWE Bewda WD
cZ.

@oaoimd it alonw wWErTgrellenr UGHPUTE
FmssCaam@one 242wl it g,

Second Schedule ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

¢ 29m 8 2 om» oz He—(1967-68
e Divw wewm Twddm)
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UL & Hd&Ten & L5E3)

BS

BUTFS LD

PosTPONED CLAUSE 2.—(Appropriation for
financial year, 1967-68)

w0 WED (¢ WeaN DI ¢
Qi QEsS S :
Amendment made :

“In page 1, line 10, leave out from
‘rupees’ to ‘for’ in line 13, and insert
‘two thousand six hundred and thirty-one
million six hundred and seventy-eight
thousand seven hundred and forty-
seven.’”—[The Hon. Wanninayake.]

B0 Wd® GE WoEHT NI :
QruwnnL. e s
Amendment made :

“In page 1, line 28, leave out from
‘rupees’ to end of line 30, and insert
‘two thousand six hundred and thirty-
one million six hundred and seventy-eight

thousand seven hundred and forty-
seven’ "—[The Hon. Wanninayake.]
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_ Question, that the Clause, as amended,
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill.
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Clauses 3 to 7, ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.

A& D5Y B 5N
(Qserres euerell pruiss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
I, move,

“That the Bill, as amended, be now
read the Third time.”
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Question put.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER, having collected

the Voices, declared that the “ Ayes ” had
it

Bewldm SeRH OeTCw
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Divide !

YR P& aAce 48 D» T W6 Bewwes
woew —uwed 79; B&HTRD 45; wpeony—
eAceL .

g, 48 g0 Flown aslLimSler & OGS,
gmiuns 19 ; erHons 45.

The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 79; Noes 45.

ceIuyy wemm &0 FPWED DY OIS
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Bill accordingly read the Third time,
and passed as amended.

DC DS
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ADJOURNMENT
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“ gavLs @ueunrpg 85 HBeasslbL mons ¥ . —
[Qseoroey &. 5. 19 Bavaun] erepith  Qoolemy
UIGogsiu.e, al@ er®sSuwbuiGunms.

Motion made, and Question proposed.

“That the House do now adjourn”.—
[The Hon. C. P. de Silva.]

g e SQum €Y wwm xu8dm e
ey NGsalCub ay e msCETeTeTiL L &.
Question put, and agreed to.

sV Q& Acw 0 gm=mED
g e 835 © ve » wHuldBw
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S gerg (@ eirenmut Birones & 8
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Adjourned accordingly o.
835 pmM. until 10 A.M. on
Thursday, 7Tth September 1967,
pursuant to the Resolution of
the House this Day.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

cwm 8@ : 8¢ Gwdm Comsd BEd quécdx Dwed BO e 1229 wewn
&. 32.008. gexdBd Bousy wem »® 4. 35.008. &ve 620 ontf Pedsd gad.

Boumesd «o 308. ey am 458, 8¢, emng® ong 8Dexd, dwedme
Bwmced dS¥ed Gmiam HmEmened g8 9m DG 99w wye

spgn: uanilh Qaness GsBow whsgeEGn Wish Qgrésh 12 LIS5E65
e 32.00 (Bmssuuns SoSser esur 35.00). 6 wrsssdE mIss LD,
g@ﬂuf_ﬂg‘@ #5130, GumevppeID 45 s&tin, (ppuenions sigsnms  QeaieiufLe:
o @euas s PulelLd (5. Qu. 500, 2renis S50, Gamupiby 1) OF ey g seunis.

bseriptions : 12 months commencing from month following date of payment

;S;';: 32.0% (uncorrected copies Rs. 35.00). Half rates for 6 months, each part

30 cents, by post 45 cents, payable in advance to the SUPERINTENDENT,
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS BUREAU, P. O. Box 500, Colombo 1

“

i, e

¥


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

