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The House met at 2 p.M., MR. SPEAKER
g.};H]_E Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY COREA] in the
air.

SABDRICO DD SOy
H@EsERSE ariiepe chlent_ser

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

S50 DY @ DE
SLe@mn

Qosmhs 2erfui SLGuILmENR @D aWpd
&EGIT

ANOMALIES IN HOUSE RENT OF PUELIC
SERVANTS

3. 8. 8. WD dw. (WE)
(B 9. ®a. gL Ta—LiorGsDP)
(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Matara)

8¢ qeBeory qy gI®w: (§)
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ctfdmusyesl ©0dF Ew EERe
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L) QUTl_and FLBLISLOTE (LPGD PaIpSSaT
Qutiues ogferrr? () Qb pep
QUIAPS BT WITEa ? (8) [apep bEs pr
aug sava  er@Lmrr ? (#) @@%ﬁ@waﬂé},

arer ?

asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Is he aware that there are anomalies
as regards the house rents of public
servants, including teachers, who
are serving in municipal areas ? (b)
What are these anomalies ? (¢) Will
he take action to eliminate them ?
(d) If not, why ?

@Y. 80ced m» Ow. (8¢C wOBed
&Ry o w®)

(8. erair. dwaCear—yH G LD & & iflGT
LT T T @R LOGT D& srifwSh& )

(Mr. N. Wimalasena—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance)

(@) = (@) am w8 (Q)
s 6H5HE. (&) LB 6NHE.

DS BNGDDN

(& LT BrusT cgjam"aseh'}
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 4.

MO LwSw Owm. (glmm
ot B WD) SEAE By B
o)

(& srwe) i@ N—&d], Sremr
AUSTT QLD EFFIGT LITTTERLLGT D& Smifluws
&M%)

(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion and Cultural Affairs)

5D NE51dD G e, & B »HD
8w D Vs »EBH.

Question ordered to stand down.
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MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION IN SCHOOLS
0. DYl e,

(@ap. F—_rar)
(Mr. Tudawe)

GBS o ot B WOWR $i®
Reoxsy qey s ®w: (g) 1968.4.1 25
50 cBsY, &, 988, ow, BB@xY,
58m wtd DB, 868 WoBBIwW, @&
cy camw ™ wxd Ed@ ™
gom Bog Bvuws’ mddG
Qan sy 86® @B  BoHC BBBRETO
BonGe ©c¥g RBEBFO 6¢ge
ERE B5) amd D n BBe D
O® cx¥me? (@) 09 BBewd
%® u® T @B HEOD gewel
=6 Bede? (g) deed wO, & oImedS
9® e@me ?

HeV6H, Hatsrr

CaL L dl@: (2) @LCurgerer FLL G

SHGT FIT T Ggysmma'cfamﬂ'éi
GarLg, 1.1.1968 (ps LT L_F V&,
ogBar, HCrés, 2B ELD, 190 @5,
Qegiioer, Si&E6H LI, Cua pri@s &m
8 b, gym&levLd, & (OB S, S G_aps
& pBwer sdips QST LITL_E1&GT 93T &
Spen Hmsor Lo GOT QuiT & (@& E  SEEer
apio @R
Cura@ Gurfurs Bmsés Qe enr PGILpedT
U s yeur o Mleuram 2 (2) @é&ﬁ;g};@é\)
Fev Larrrf_r')‘mré:asanfré; Q& remr(Heur &5@{5@{%5&

s18apCie

Lmrmrsmia;@a}@ﬁ

ul Qerersr 2 (@) gytingurder, o655

LoT D DEIEET WIT M6y ?

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that under the existing law, by
1.1.1968, the medium of instruction in
schools for all subjects except Latin,
Greek, English, French, German,
Logic, Western Music, English Short-
hand and Type-writing should be
Sinhala for Sinhala students and
Tamil for Tamil students? (b) Is it
proposed to make certain changes in
this law ? (c) If so, what are the pro-
posed changes ?

Rewldm 0835 Sed DCw
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o B O8. @d. ¥. LBwem(CC
(@SB ¥ 6ot DB DO SEAC
GOB)

(Qsersas g3 erb. Y. . L@ T Goew—
SN, GNTETT GHUSTT YOINLFSFT)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—Min-
ister of Education and Cultural Affairs)

e® ydmed (¢) «wlenmy BB
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@B g0 POOsn O GoFBewpny
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MDD @B BB DO O
HEHZ BO ©DB%H. D HO® 6D
S wnen. odmu HB NEAD g»O
D606 s RIWRTT NN

e .

(P are)

(Mr. Tudawe)

Botd@ o ccO®g Osewnsy Ve
& gy 8 BEOO Ten® WOwY WL
e B & g,

aé 88wem@ G

(Caorma FHLGSTO®)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

& o® BCmn ACH B ZOIHT.

eCEE QBB . (Bg0)

( &am. Qavaned
Gop)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

cc®dBwxs’ ¢dRwsf I® ud &
6c®98usYes @l G@ ¢® SHBB 80802
Snwz Dwewnsy QasydRd OB
B88ewnc @S5y O BdII ¢ ?

@Mmﬁ" & GT—LIT & b

aé S8wemd G
(Qaorres wRLQSTO®)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
cwnd Dw 62esBIN.

2D 592D @o
(&FLIT BT uIEi Dyl Sar )
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 7.
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9C. 8. cumnwm Qw. (Hhw
@O@Few wIBe®Ty odwE&—JLked
R, Mo wm Ief wsledw OB
@I5)DQ)

(8. ere. 9. g;ﬁmuéﬁ—@umé@mfﬁi‘gﬂ
YDUDEFMGT LT TTEHLOST P& &l HiflH—
QreErmss sl (0w, sured  SHSEL
Curé@argas oowser Friurs)

(Mr. L. B. Dassanayake—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Communica-
tions—on behalf of the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunications)

J gdne0 8nd 800 uB cewmd
=2E 9C G2,

s e O $mmE @iSsyw’ RS0 Beww
DS GE.

e wHOMmm®m LarsFE@E FwIlEss
S Tl g,

Question ordered to stand down.

GMEBE Sewe : 5&SHSO
Berr woew Serolans ST
DELAYS IN CORONER’S INQUESTS

8 &8 & 8. oa»®@s &w.
eznE® IO O57F)

(8. & . . Qs eroer—OCasmapLbLy
LB aperh yms s sant)

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Third Col-
ombo Central)
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AVs@&Haug LS SDrE Qar@pLbLjair L
apovedlibaer LG sey mastrds &weTdE D
@& Qamenr(® @J@@JG‘E;T@ 2_GTGT [5IC)GH LG LI
Frrs@espEd, apavdlltbaar 19Grs oL
SEFL_BGEGT (PO DIITGT LD 9GO Tl

_G’wxr@ OFdiagp@ s é,yerﬁdugrgﬁ@mn'm

Curelastor o _s@ugib 1968 o&5CsrLii
9 5 CsHl dn’ . gwrer omw &9
Soog Qarapbr), 2wisr LELE sysuri
wregms @ 55 apseuflideyeror wpovellis
@ &G e wiewmrer A5 5
gywsa Qupperersr? () oreflar, @

BTN & g1
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Justice: (a) Has the
Ministry received a letter dated 9th
October 1968 from the Hony. Joint
Secretary, the Muslim Library, 55,
Justice Akbar Mawatha, Colombo 2,
drawing attention to certain difficul-
ties experienced by Muslims in
Colombo regarding the release of
dead bodies owing to the fact that
coroner’s inquests do not begin until
late in the day, and making certain
suggestions to improve matters and
enable Muslims to hold their burial
services with proper regard to their
religious rites ? (b) If so, what action
does he propose to take on this
matter ; and if none, why ?

S9cewm» Q. (¢Ré%m @ORewy
2By eTH® e220)

(8.  dweaCrar—pFS5 s
LITTr@BLOGT pd &l GG Fmrimrs )

(Mr. Wimalasena—on behalf of the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice)

(a¢) Yes. (b) The request that a
retired public servant who has no
professional or other interests and
can devote his full time to the
holding of inquests be appointed as
City Coroner was examined by this
Ministry. The present City Coroner
has given up his practice as a proctor
and devotes all his time to the
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holding of inquests. There is no
justification for the appointment of a
second City Coroner for Colombo as
the average number of inquests that
the City Coroner has been called
upon to hold per day is only about
five. 1If the City Coroner is not
available to hold any particular
inquest, the magistrate can always
nominate a person from the panel of
acting coroners to hold that inquest.

The other matters mentioned in
| the letter from the Muslim Library
1 have been referred to the Permanent
{ Secretary, Ministry of Health, for
suitable action, as they relate to
subjects within the purview of that
Ministry.

e sY .
(B Gaarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Would the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary bring to the notice of his
Colleague that it may be desirable
from time to time to request magis-
trates to use their power to appoint
additional persons to hold inquests in
the case of Muslims ? Still there are
a number of complaints that the
release of bodies is unduly delayed.

30cew’m» @w.
(8. AwvaCsar)
(Mr. Wimalasena)

I shall certainly bring it to his
notice.

D) oodexn G Deow 8O BOY S¥ed
GEBWDSDE 5Y

Casmir w@sgious Gramaulaierer —pes @6
D{TEFTRISE O 5 & TG T

EX-GOVERNMENT APOTHECARIES IN ESTATE
MEDICAL SERVICE

9. eW™PIABY cw.

(D@. Qseriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

cLaan GO@BewsY iy & 6!
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uBeyCleiion g Cumre

yrermss Ceoalldmpes @UOUTwps
Carii_ wmpsmas Cromanie s CFi
LI &@nKh @G Caemeusaflaub 20 célbﬂi-m‘@
BOHEHS (HE DTS Crevaid STed@perereur
s&r whsges QgrifeorerisorraLs L1 Glay
OEIEIE TG, Q_weflés 1965 gyb cgbsaﬁr@
16 oytb Qwvés whsHa (SBSEE) FLLib
WBerrBio Bng sl Caanr Qb erarp apap
PRs&%r gai Qupmererrsr? () Qe
CaranQCsrend@ Qe @GN SH@ I bl
oy sms er@Lurrr? erefley erlGiurapg?
@erCmey arenr?

asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Has he received representations that
the Medical (Amendment) Act, No.
16 of 1965, should be further amended
to permit qualified ex-government
Apothecaries employed in the estate
medical service and who have an In-
clusive minimum service of 20 years
to be registered as medical practitio-
ners, in the same way that their
counterparts in Government Service
are now registered ? (b) Will he take
steps to grant this request; if so,
when ; if not, why ?

30 P M ad Sw. (cwmas #O
Rexw EEe@Ym e@w)

(8anS  flwevr
QG FHGT LI Tm@ReTpsé Srilugha)

& GOT GOT 61 &5 T — & & T GG T T

(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health)

(@) Yes. (b) .Yes. Action is
being taken to effect these amend-
ments.

D BN NN o

(Fum pruisi oeuirEer)
(Mr. Speaker)
GQuestion No. 11.
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CUBNGW . (Sdecd D, wyec
™ ¢ unYodw @8 0dmd0)

(8 se@uss—orerms = @Cady,
pUTe, s551 Curéw@ersa 9D F F T
FTTLTS )

(Mr. Dassanayake—on behalf of the
Minister of Public Works, Posts and Tele-
communications)

J s ®ws 8RS 800 uB ceme
& 9.

3 »e 0 N 92%uw BBRO Bewio
DD G

demal  wHOwE HorssEes swiliss
&1 TSl oic e gy,

Question ordered to stand down.

6l @B 7 0cdg MBeDsT
SNSRI
FIEE S ,@%Wéﬁmu:uupwmgah?‘gﬂﬁeﬁ?mﬁmm

NON-AVAILABILITY OF CUSTOMS FORMS IN
TAMIL

12. . oo PSHBHO® @wn. (BE
65%D8)

('Q@ &, Qe @Iﬁf@ﬁﬂﬁz—@ﬁrﬂ@ﬁﬁ&@)

(Mr. K. P. Ratnam—XKilinochchi)
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Funrmw SBxY D8 BB@® wmeow
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u@w? (@) sip Qur (dICsL apur®
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GT 6T ?

asked the Minister of Finance: (ay
What are the forms available for pub-
lic use in the Customs Department
not available in Tamil also? (b)
When will these forms be available ?
(c) As 33 months have elapsed since
the Regulations under the Tamil Lan-
guage (Special Provisions) Act were
passed by Parliament, will he take
disciplinary action against those offi-
cers who have failed to take steps to
issue these forms in Tamil also ? If
not, why ?

SECe s .
(B dlwalsar)
(Mr. Wimalasena)

(@) (i) Refund Applications
(Customs 74) ; (ii) Application for
Drawback (Customs 205) ; (iii)
Imperial Preference—Certificate of
Origin ‘A’ (Customs 243) ; (1v)
Imperial Preference—Certificate of
Origin ‘B’ (Customs 244) : (v)
Imperial Preference—Certificate of
Origin ‘D’ (Customs 262) ; (vi)
Rebate Application (Customs 260) ;
(b) Soon after they are printed by
about February 1969. (¢) The
translations of the relevant forms
were received from the Official
Language Department after the date
on which the annual printing indent
for 1968 was sent to the Government
Printer. These are included in the
subsequent annual printing indent
for 1969. The question of disciplinary
action against any officer for delay
does not therefore arise,

S¥ocd QeTmCw: ©cdg Fonoed
ewEIDESY

2AIEMEE 2155510 @ U000 1)Me) @yeren oo 1 Su i

GOVERNMENT PRESS : EMPLOYEES IN TAMIL
SECTION
13. 9O B»HE @w.
(B @rg@eris)
(Mr. Ratnam)
SEs WO FOBensF 18
EHBIE () Shecd YeemEeds ce®g
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asked the Minister of State : (a) Will
he state the names, designations, and
the Sinhala, Tamil and English edu-
cational qualifications of the emplo-
yees in the Tamil section or those
engaged in printing Tamil matter in
the Government Press? (b) How
many who have not even passed the
third standard in Tamil are engaged
in composing Tamil matfer ‘in' the

Bewddn 535 ex BGH

216
28 BEQG

Government Press ? (c) Is he aware
that due to the lack of personnel ade-
quately qualified in Tamil in the
Government Press, the Tamil publi-
cations printed in this Press contain
many errors and that it becomes
necessary to read proofs many times
over, and that as a result the cost of
Tamil publications rises beyond rea-
sonable limits ? Will he take action
to remedy this ?

ad e&, @b, Laddam (SHEs §oB
6o cnODERDeN s  @oN B ™
Sede WOum BEAC GyO@BRedm @lE
ST o) el G 19))

eguiIeuT FeT—@) I T
DRIEE YEFFMHD 19T FD IYIDEFFT FILL
Qavorlall arsir T
LT T IT (@5 LDET D& S nHuLb)

(Qzerras  Ceg. gy

LT ST, O LLEF F T FILD

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence & External Affairs)

(a) The Government Press has no
Tamil section as such. Particulars
regarding personnel engaged in
printing Tamil matter are shown in
Annexe. (b) As an educational
qualification was not a requirement
for their engagement, no proven
records are available as to whether
compositors working on Tamil matter
have passed the third standard in
Tamil. All these employees, however,
have passed a departmental trilin-
gual proficiency test for compositors
in addition to possessing ten years’
trade experience to enter the service.
(¢) There is no shortage of personnel
adequately qualified in Tamil at the
Government Press. [Incidence of
errors in publications in Tamil are
comparatively no more than in
printed matter in other languages.
Printed Tamil publications are less in
quantity and more in bulk than
Sinhala publications in the same
titles ‘and therefore cost more.
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2B B8

o0& od. @i, LwddRm
(Qasarrar Goy. YT . QI &GoT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Is the hon. Member asking any
supplementary Question ?

DS BN DD s
(& Lm s 9JGUIT &G )
(Mr. Speaker)

You can say what you have got to
say.

o & @i, LwRm
(Qzorrey Cep. oyr. epwevi ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The Question refers to errors in
the proofs. The hon. Member states
that proofs have to be read several
times over. That is something I can-
not look into: proof copies of
documents are made to detect
errors. If, however, the hon. Member
will show me any errors in the final
printing, T shall look into it.

EC WP o EEEDNH ccndD
cOIped u8dom IBTeld DS

b N BGurs ey sme) oty Elawdsen
ufliorer < ereanaiwmen

POST OF QUANTITY SURVEYOR, WATER
SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE DEPARTMENT

15. S¥m»H&BS D)@ BN W ¢,
(eamden)

(8. T Garem i &% T LD I 11 5—
Ganr par )

(Mr. Ratnasiri Wickramanayake—
Horana)

S LHCH @O e 'S ex
RV 86 @Bl BEe@x’m
emcwsy iy sf»e: (&) dc 1d
S¢m) a0 BB 6¢HEmedsy ned
s8@en IBsYecib MBS ween aned
EDu &locws’ 9C'GdseY medn
Cd¢? (g) 9@ enesd sed sg mém
Ce $Pmndwd g8eud® Foww ey
8D BemEwm GBdwn 6@ mHHS
Bewn gO@xrde ? (@) €® ¢mD ©® aowm
e sguhidey @B & ¢10.92.8.8.
Benon B ccendmO®Tmed® 2@
DG Bog QoBesy 1690 00 mm

8w EE o le )

6 Q¢ Be® ged 2D e ernede ?
(8) vf3® gxlesy md¢? (¢) e
e cenBw RBY DB BoBew SenSBewn’
c? (o) 08D 88enwd ©efedH
& ©ceB BoBed cend Gip) gw 88
ewde ? (D) Sbecd D ecendmedsy
D8 c@NB SHBNnEEEO ewcdry ey
58Dy D e NS ?

o oreahrTl & YIDFFITUID, FEUD, 66l
LTI @& Filler 1 LR T @BLOGT D &
sA@ewupd Cal'i . ey : (=) pr A
Curs eugsrey el Sewraser i
LD 60T ST GHQULITOT LI SaHEET S aUll & FLoir ]
uier epeoth oflerenrCiumiger Carrii’ L e
ar? (o) yeveuiggoreflile Qeefudi i
G euanrenrd genseniors Afleler Sip Lic
& Fps L1 b QUILIgGeE@ e ?
(8) @szople oayieuapererahh o .
orth. goui. fF. i tb Quppaiaps 5% s
sorgGle Coma QFigs Smaer Qurmpeyi
QeIHES S sasdlhis FpsToLID @)%
@ fssliu L o oei yparrr? ()
Buwergms wrgps@ oyeflsSrser? (o)
Qafler 1’1 th eper@pd STl L L ibT ?
(esr) Cprapsts ufilensuler apgorsd sz
QrewLrid sr L b Ouppeuiser @5
arar? (er) oyrerms o GCay S%wre
SN G G T sL_eninsend@ LNG s
saiger ool GsiiQeieng e oy
QT ?

asked the Minister of Local Govern-
ment and Parliamentary Secretary

to the Minister of Information
and Broadecasting: (a) Were appli-
cations called by gazette notifi-

cation for the post of Quantity
Surveyor in the Water Supplv
and Drainage Department ? (b) Was
a university degree necessary for this
post according to the qualifications
stipulated in the gazette notification ?
(¢) Is he aware that this precluded
a Sinhalese engineer, an A.M.I.C.F.
already employed in the department
and having experience in this field,
from applying for this post ? (d) Who
was appointed ? (e) Had he obtained
a class in his degree ? (f) Were there
graduates with first-class and second-
class degrees at the interview ? (g) Is
he aware that in the P.W.D. it is the

el
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inspectors who perform duties of this
nature ?

Ot @8 cFoawm (3w E®
@OB wy YR @ @ el
FO@Bew ©iEe@sVm e@Tw)

(Osorres ayir. 9Criogr&—o oreonrm &
YYDOEFF(HLD FFU, GNITLIL] SyenLr& & (fleT
LR T @BLOGT D& &miflul iEuib)

(The Hon. R. Premadasa—Minister of
Local Government and Parliamentary Sec-

retary to the Minister of Information &
Broadcasting)

(a) Yes. (b) Yes. (¢) I am not
aware. The qualifications were

approved by the Local Examinations
Board for Engineers, the Treasury

and the P.S.C. (d) Mr. A. Pulen-
dran. (e) No. He has obtained a
pass degree. (f) Yes. (g) No.

2D BN DB En

(& LT BTiET Syeui&Eer)

(Mr. Speaker)

Question No. 19.

2 8. 9/G®» Ow. (218038

@wmd @eRee @iEe@uYm o)
(. 9. & @Quyerer—iflasru, 2ora)

ywEFhar LurrrEpwearps srilugsha)
(Mr. P. C. Imbulana—Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
and Food)

I want one month’s time to answer
this Question.

gy Da 97 e gilumy RO Bowe
DB GE.

dema wHOm@p Horssses Fuilféss
Sl O gy.

Question ordered to stand down.

P [ o e Eop [OF
(FLITBTLIST oy &6 )
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 20.

ORGIB e,
(BB @ibraorer)
(Mr. Imbulana)

I want one month’s time to answer
this Question.

1968 ccen®ad 7

242
&8 B8ad
g De 9 2w gf8uw RS0 Bew e
WS G
dleyenal  wWHOmmp HensgsGs Fwiitsss
S TS g

Question ordered to stand down.

DS BN RN EH
(FLrpTUST oyerser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Question No. 22.

ORI .

(8. @rbjorer)

(Mr. Imbulana)

I want three weeks’ time to answer
this Question.

g’ e @ DT gffuw RSP0 Bewda
WED CE.

dl@me LHLWMBm LosHEGE FIONESS
S EamuSl L &,

Question ordered to stand down.

D BNGWDDNSH
(FUTpTLST geurser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 23.

ORI o,

(B @ibverer)

(Mr. Imbulana)

I want three weeks’ time to answer
this Question.

g ma @ D @l8unw BR300 Bewo
DO GE.

FELOT L

=

= , s e s
a@amar Lo pE\RH @sarggzja@&
5858 @1 Grud il L g,

Question ordered to stand down.

DA NED D
(FLIrBriist  ayeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 1.
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28m B8Enh
B3 ean.

(8. gu@iu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

I want one week’s time to answer
this Question.

s e @7 e 9iSewy R3O0 Bewlo
=és G

dl@mes HQWmEG HasHsGs swillless s
Ll e g.
Question ordered to stand down.
@/ D0eend ¢

Ko Qamevr v g ey

K/WATAGODA SCHOOL

2. 98, 8. ¢ cwmRBwn BCVER® Ccw.

(@x25T6end) (e@Dasy¢g &8eed
Qs — o &R B6RO® @Y 55—
625)20)

(8. erb. &. g Qerisr &peargear—
HeyarmQsr. —Ggm. Capwrésp@r @i
Garsa:r———‘._a;é;@‘m?ew (Lp BGVIT L 9151 g @I

FTIUTS )

(Mr. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—Minu-
wangoda—on behalf of Mr. Hemachandra
Sirisena—First Akurana)

GO%EB en wotd B DIy L@
Bewaxsy qug sT®e: (g) gmdem
sxYe C2NO D REE @un/DOeen®
e 68 b yéfeny Bk @
aO ehend Cw® 8O 8 B
DD O e¥®e? (qv) a®O BB
d8wwsY tcen @b b g R
eyl O 600 wendd Gwha 6
®e? (9) O mcnsy mg Hédeny
86800 D@ 9mn 90N’ gdwx
3R 3 ecweHe? (&) Do 5
e ? exndeed O, & @xFe ?

HEGH s
Car 619@ :

SOTFTT  HeIsTs  YeWLIDF FenTs
(o) oys@plans Qorek
Weverer &leau’ L Qareve.  ure Frévuie
e gofl yGAur Qouppl_mser v, Seari
Srors Broulue sl s gyanr o8
ourrr ? (gy) spOureps ereQo s smaen puiey
yAAwur Qarppi_ib  srer LB er pO ser
(@) GCule

apinn’. Qupdlmslbr Briu e

Lieh & egfauf* Qs fefiumram 2

dlenrefler opavar Qadiourom ? () oGivasf)ev,
erli@Qurap g ? @adnCwafley, arer ?

Bewldn @35 e DE®
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D8, EEnd

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that a number of wvacancies for
assistant teachers on the staff of the
®ax/Watagoda School in the Akurana
Electorate have not been filled for a
considerable length of time? (b)
Will he state the subjects for teaching
of which teachers have not been
appointed ? (¢) Will he take early
action to fill the vacancies on this
staff ? (d) If so, when? If not,

&g Qcm.

(Al sguEiu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

() ¢BS. (q) ©®»n/D0eend Beme
By FemGwzy 6x00m 8 SBw
wsY Been éeSHy @BBw eI A.
(@) c3as yéfexy 84380 gdwx
D@ DB Ced. (8) c¥® BDéw
aDeame® @& goms SCHmCIEDY
&NERD C 80cd®m @bdds oo’
B8c® & 0@ yéefeny 3dyden HEBD
OnHDS %S gRABO Bw® WEE.

DHe .

(Bm. sira)

(Mr. Tudawe)

6®w @ Scmewxm eznydnf &
988 s’ S® wewm 9bddwzm B
D6 B8N B & anasy O MmOBE.

ScaegSes Do

(5@ gu@iu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

& o 80 asy B8RS ey
. aABeaB Bwsy 8.

ITD TemCEREY GO DS M B®
FiausaTenda NoGai&th
UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS

b. ¢ ol 88V Ow. (6@

ds¥¢g 88etd® Ocw. 6DHKEI)

(8m. 1y Qerdsr & persar—B.

Camingapar GACsFar FriLrs)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Hemachandra Sirisena)

FOBBE) o0 ot B WOWD @O
Bewsy ey gayw: (¢) 8D 8eme
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Y0 & & 8FD Zemewry »HO /B8
c®8 & wewm 8Bursy b BOR
ecdme®sy nd grwd@me W 8B
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) What is the
principle that is followed by the
department in  determining the
university to which a successful
candidate at the entrance examina-
tion is admitted ? (b) Is there a
system of grades on which the selec-
tion of students to be admitted to
the various universities is based ?
(c) If so, will he give this House
an account of this system ? (d)
Is he aware that a large number of
students who passed the entrance
examination in 1968 have been ad-
mitted to universities situated far
away ? (e) Is he aware that a large
number of poor village students
showing promise, particularly those
in the Kandy District, who have been
admitted to the Colombo, Vidyalan-
kara and Vidyodaya Universities,
have had to discontinue their studjes
due to economic difficulties ? () wil
he accept the position that due to the
fact that the scheme of bursaries and
that of Peoples Bank loans are not
effectively implemented it is possible
that university education, in future,
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will be confined only to rich stu-
dents ? (g) Therefore, to prevent a
denial of higher education to rural
students will he take action to have
the students who satisfy entrance re-
quirements and who have economic
difficulties, admitted to universities
closest to their homes ?

Beeadea e,

(B ueiu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)
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(FLT Brii&i oelf&er)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 10.

ORAGB e

(8. @orjedrer)

(Mr. Imbulana)

I ask for two weeks’ time.

g’ me @ E»WE giSsy DSV Bewlo
DO EE.

all@meneal M6
SUL il LIl g

Lo g ss@s Fomissss
Question ordered to stand down.

Qe C ErwensY «Odx 9
possCaa Bis Gsssssme [Biile epb@b
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INUNDATION OF LAND BY MURUTHAWELA
RESERVOIR

14, ¢ owBen BEVERD dw. (cSTEE
Sss Ow—OC HErE—eTxDO)

(8. 15 Qerisr §pfarger— L.
Caprien rregidep—(apo&iflso—ariimrs )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. George Rajapaksa—Mulkirigala)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) How many
acres of land will be inundated by
the building of the Muruthawela
Reservoir ? (b) How many of these
lands are privately owned, alienated
under L.D. Ordinance, and encroach-
ed upon? (c¢) Will he table a list
of names of the owners of such land
under the above categories ?

8. 8. od. cuemBé® dw. (9O,
:8&hiEe @g@@@ fﬁl@@@ﬁf e &E
o@s¥m e m®)

(8w €. . Ca. Q&Qardr ear—arent,
Biriiursar, terele s o)L FIIGT LITTIT (@

T ps riflusihs)

(Mr. C. P. J. Seneviratne—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power)
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8. 25 8. (i) 9. ©. Gpsesy 68

ris


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

249

08 BEnd
¢ DA 9B® wemmd—gms 398
S® 2 8. 22 &. (iii) dcwsymdewss
9BYsY ©8-88 BO8» 928 wemm O

3B CIREO® eHRE sl
gougw. (9) 9um sewsy () i we
ii wOemy w@ATemm® S

toediced S@enc mEm G 20®
cCarws o gdewn am. *

D 5NN
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(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 16
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(5w SIS E—YTFT5S @Gy
BLTE, &550L Curs@err &g DEDEF FITF
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(Mr. Dassanayake—on behalf of the
Minister of Public Works Posts and Tele-
communications)

Y s@ D0 BEQRS 200 @R 2 o
2¢F 9 ® £8my.

gd Da 9 E»m2 g2Suw RZVD \Bewlo
Dém» L.

dl@mal wHBmm Qors s F0iIss ss0L %
uSle e g,

Question ordered to stand dowmn.
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MEDICAL CERTIFICATES

17. ¢ ocnS@wm 882ZQm» ©w.
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(8. 19 Qerisr & e gear—&\m. ey
Loeor g:u&'@emn?_-—ﬁaf__@}n_}ﬂ&q_ﬂ.;—mn% LITs )

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Lakshman J ayakody—Divulapitiya)
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(@) Cpe, arer?

asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Is he aware that medical certificates
issued by practitioners of ayurvedic
and indigenous medicine and sub-
mitted by government employees are
not' accorded the same degree of re-
cognition given to such -certificates
issued by practitioners of western
medicine ? (b) Will he direct all de-
partments to treat certificates issued
by practitioners of western medicine
and certificates issued by practi-
tioners of ayurvedic and indigenous
medicine alike ? (c) If not, why ?

F 0 eCAD ¢ ¥» YD wOuy ¢dwmed ©8ALOwE Dnowsy Gsone emd @,

‘e;urm&_g‘,gg GHEUGELIIL. Bre0seir Berenpw B 1heBsef e @ m1 & ufa 2 BIUESIOTE S STUULB6rerer.

*The list tabled is reproduced as an

Day’s Proceedings.

Appendix at the end of this
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(Mr. Wimalasena)

(a) No. Certificates issued by both
categories mentioned are accorded
the same recognition. (b) Does not
arise. (c¢) Does not arise.

2D 5NN

(FLm BT 9/euIT &6 )
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 18.

SesaSes O
(B fueiu)
(Mr. Jayasuriya)

I want two weeks’ time to answer
this Question.

gd e 9 i glSsw BERD Bowo
DS CE.

dleymes wHBm @ Bov S Fid@GF FMINEs & &Ll
W g,

Question ordered to stand down.
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C. T. B. CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. Jayakody) i
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asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services: (a) Is he aware that (i)
a certain category of employees of
the Ceylon Transport Board who had
been engaged in miscellaneous duties
since 1958 were given Grade IV
clerical appointments and Grade VI
appointments with effect from Janu-
ary 1963 after an interview in 1962 ?
(ii) some of them have been given
Grade III clerical appointments
effective from dates prior to 1959
along with arrears of salary ? (b)
Will the others also be given similar
appointments effective from dates
prior to 1959 along with arrears of
salary ? If not, why ?

aé 8. &. gomge (Smum o8
GLOB)
(B . a.

Craas genbF&Fii)

(The Hon. V. A. Sugathadasa—Minister
of Nationalized Services)

() (i) Yes. (ii) No. (b) No.
Those employees who were reported
to be performing duties other than
those of their substantive appoint-
ments were interviewed to ascertain
their suitability for continuing in
such posts. Those who were found
fit for appointment as clerks were
appointed to clerical posts and others
found to be unfit were reverted to
their substantive posts.

a;a;ggr&—@g@wmu
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(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. K. D. D. Perera—Bandaragama)
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asked the Minister of Industries and
Fisheries: (a) Is he aware that (i)
the surface of the “XKelani” tyres
built at the Kelaniya Tyre Factory
cracks right round ; (ii) as air leaks
through the seam of the tubes made

1968 cce®8 7
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at this factory, people have fallen
into difficulties ; (iii) a large number
of such tyres and tubes have been
returned and the people are greatly
dissatisfied ? (b) Why does he not
take action to refund immediately the
moneys paid, after examining all the
damaged tyres and tubes ? (c) What
steps will he take to remove the
cause of this public dissatisfaction ?

ad 8. 8. @d. 92ERAD (DEID
o (DS G e@B)

(Q@orres . (F. oy, @H6ToUT FOT—G0%H
Qsrifle, arpQmifle gemwdsi)

(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Min-
ister of Industries and Fisheries)

(@) (i) No. The total number of
tyres returned for all types of
defects is only 0.7 per cent of sales.
(ii) No. (iii) See (i) above. (b)
Refunds or replacements are made
on tyres and tubes returned to the
factory attributable to defects in

manufacture. (c¢) Does not arise in
view of (a) (i) and (b).

e Ged wQuMs AoWD
Qurailed #LBGmey 6B
POLICE CO-OPERATIVE BANK

20. ¢ cwmBn HSDERD .
8. 8. esedsh @ c2520)

(8@ g QFrievr &Her gar—Em. Cs.
. 0. QuUGrar Friurs)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena—on behalf
of Mr. K. D. D. Perera)
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister
of Defence & External Affairs and
Minister of Planning & Economic
Affairs: (a) Is he aware that— (i)
the Police Co-operative Bank was
opened in the year 1948 ; (ii) it was
closed on 12.1.66 ; (iii) it was decided
on 10.8.66 to refund the moneys due
to the members ? (b) What are the
reasons for closing this bank ? (c¢)
If there has been a misappropriation
of funds in the bank, what is the sum
involved ? And who should be held
responsible for this? (d) Is he
aware that up to date the funds and
the interest thereon payable to its
members have not been refunded to
any member ? What is the reason for
this ? (e) Will he take action to
have these moneys refunded imme-
diately ? If so, when ? (f) Will he
hold an inquiry at once and punish
the officers involved in the mis-
appropriation of funds ?

Ot DRE cdsnMen (&en@imys,
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(Quorras  ilofl Co@pruss—a9rsw
IydwFFHD  urgsriny, Qeefl dlesrr
SDEFFWD . ey, @i amerr

ST ST T 9D &F(HLh)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs and Minister of Planning & Eco-
nomic Affairs)

() (i) Yes. (ii) Closed on 1.1.66
and not on 12.1.66. (iii) The refund
of moneys due to the members has
to be done by the liquidator
appointed for the purpose by the
Commissioner for Co-operative
Development. No particular decision
in this respect has been taken by any
party on 10.8.66, the date referred to.
(b) The main function of the Ceylon
Police Co-operative Bank Limited
was the granting of loans to its
members on the security of their
accounts in the Ceylon Police Savings
Association. Moneys for this pur-
pose were advanced by the Ceylon
Police Savings Association to the
Ceylon Police Co-operative Bank
Limited on payment of interest.
Consequent to a decision of the
Ceylon Police Savings Association to
grant its members similar loans
direct, instead of through the Ceylon
Police Co-operative Bank Limited,
the co-operative bank served no
useful purpose. Subsequently, the
Commissioner  for  Co-operative
Development, in terms of the Co-
operative Societies Ordinance, liqui-
dated the Ceylon Police Co-operative
Bank Limited. (¢) There has been
no misappropriation of funds of the
bank. (d) Yes, the refund of shares
of ex-members of the Ceylon Police
Co-operative Bank Limited is the
function of the liquidator appointed
by the Commissioner for Co-opera-
tive Development on 3.8.68. Action
is being taken in this respect and it
is likely that the share moneys will

be refunded in due course. (e)
Action has already been taken by
remitting half the share moneys to
the liquidator for payment. The
matter will be pursued further with
the Commissioner for Co-operative
Development. (f) Does not arise in
viewdof/Answer to (c).
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES (SPECIAL
BILL

PROVIBIONS)

“to amend the law relating to Local Au-
thorities to privide that in assessing the
annual rent of any premises which are
situated within the administrative limits
of any Local Authority and to which the
Rent Restriction Act applies for the
purpose of determining the annual value
of such premises such Local Authority
shall not have regard to the provisions of
that Act.”
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Presented by the Hon. R. Premadasa,

Minister of Local Government and Par-
liamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Information and Broadcasting, upon
Sunday, 8th August 1968, and to be
printed.
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STRIKE OF PUBLIC SERVANTS
o0& . &b, Lk
(Csorren Cog. . eguieui Her )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardens)

. o0, 2.15
I move,

“That the House do now adjourn,”
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g Mo wenBYN D™ €8
al@) er(SSlwnbul QU DS.
Question proposed.

2N S 5N WD D
(FLUT BT el Eer)
(Mr, Speaker)

May I remind hon. Members that
each side has three hours for this
Debate. Please do not exceed the
time that has been allotted to you
by your Whips. The hon. Member
for Colombo South (Mr. Bernard
Soysa)

oG o8 mld. eI
(Qaenres Cop. QYT QUIAUT G )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Are we to take the tea interval
also ?

¢ oG HSIEAD Sw.

(8w g Qerdovr & e ser)

(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

We will take the tea interval also.

2 S0 B30 662N DN S
(LT prs&r oeuser)

(Mr. Speaker)

You will take only ten minutes
from the tea interval because you
have given only ten minutes to the
hon. Member for Gampaha (Mr. S.
D. Bandaranayake).

¢ Cih&in ESVERD @cn.
(Gm. 9. Qariionr & pour seor)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

We have calculated six hours from
2.30 p.M.——

DS BN @D D .

(FLIT BTLIST o6l &6 )

(Mr. Speaker)

You can have only fifteen minutes.

& & ml. LwWddm

(Qzerrar Gen. ,__%.ff. SQUIBT FHevT )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I have to move the Motion, Sir. If

I do not move the Motion you can-
hot''have a debate.
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DY O,

(‘6-)@. Qs e Loeor )
(Mr. Keuneman)

You have moved the Motion.

ad &, @md. SwddAm
(Oserres Cog. gyi. spuwieui Geor)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I have to open the Debate.

DS BN G D) Ex.
(FLT TS e ser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I hope the Opposition will teach
their Whip arithmetic !

Gda Y. IO, ouedl
eoNd)
(sr g% erer. erib. QUCTTr—us g uir b

(csScosy’

@grr:;:_}

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

I want to clear this point.
Normally on an Adjournment

Motion Debate, the Adjournment is
moved by the Government, and the
Opposition starts the Debate so that
it has an opportunity to state its case
against the Government. That has
been the practice always. Now if the
Hon. Minister of State wants to com-
mence the Debate I have no objec-

tion, but our right to reply must
remain.

DS BN GBS
(acua"m;nues;i- @sy@ﬂfaﬁsir)
(Mr. Speaker)

The last speech will be from the
Opposition side.

@i D5Y. 8. cuedd
(soorflE erer. erb. QUGTrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is all right.

od od. @8, LudBRx
(Qaorrar Cop. oyir. sywiaui ser)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You must know what we have
done, to debate.
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(Mr. Speaker)

He wants to give you the ammuni-
tion for you to attack.

ande DY, IO, euedd
(sorp& erar. erb. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Very good. I have no objection.
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S¥edld e B DS
Cleen®, J onm G hE@ wgen 28
QB ¢ ©lw 5.300 IO VeFVE®
d& dew. goABYS EBemnsy 80z
D el 271 B ¢B. TIHE weAFVE®
de 2 me 508, D88mes 805 any
B By ©DEDO YSE, 21 B ¢
¢ 120 o el DY &G

28y 80 Yew. [DwBHEL].

OCoHSHY B .

5w Qomsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

“88cm " & 29 crxfery e ?

ab &, . LR

(Qzorrar Gep. gyi. epwieuir ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

& crfesy muom. Ve S
OO0 NGeD . e Jem
Bewsy 5y @ ey mey gwesc®
Jem Bewsy 5 guond Hwe & 880,
2@ 120 ¥ ern® 80 Yem. dFomnd
e DYend&idC D S Yew.
18,000z’ ¢ ezneeec mnen & cef@mws
8383»8. & ccdwemsy B ecemnm
80 ewm, 08 B3 gwemsy @un
LI CEEMNB B WEBTHO meSer.
D® B D IO B §BsO B2BY
20 OB B VEHIVCw BHSED
ded e Béenw ony B, »EHE BBw
6®uBemewnsy SO ¥ Bwed cwed®
Bu® DS wmyw BDwm. I8 gdosy
BO® Réewmm. Fmoy @ @wd dewny
ey DY 0 ZADB. G¢ emEe® ©&
@y B (emm@s Bw.) Hw® OB
@8. 38 &5 ccomd & Jn BB

me¢. On 29th November, 1968
the Public Security Ordinance
was  brought into  operation.

g5 e I8 dw BB am D6
RedrYery. M0 deddcewsy «©d
Réemwry 05Y 08 & AeHebhsy D)
c@sY 8Sed. goI:BySy BIew
NENED. [DNDNED].

No, I took democracy seriously.

cecd® Bleww g ofesy ame
ctf Ny Sewrd HEB gordan et
95F e8wd Bwd® RO BeleB. dotd
gborY sy Ge BDbemnsy & cusydn’
B OB R.
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On 30th November 1968 the
services provided by the Ceylon Gov-
ernment Railway, the Port Commis-
sion and the Department of Electrical
Undertakings or any branch or divi-
sion thereof ; the underfakings main-
tained by local authorities for water
supply, drainage and sewerage, and
conservancy and scavenging (in-
cluding the removal and disposal of
night-soil) ; the services provided by
the water supply, drainage, and local
government works branches or divi-
sions of the Ministry of Local Gov-
ernment ; the services provided by
the Government Factory of the Pub-
. lic Works Department and any
branch or division thereof and the
Bridges Division of that department ;
and the postal, telephone and tele-
graph services were declared essen-
tial services.

We  declared those services
essential services on that day ; that
is, after the Cabinet met on the 28th
at 5.30 p.m.

Then, on the 29th, the Government
Press workers walked out, because,
they said, the police were posted
there. We did that because on the
27th there was rowdyism. On the 28th
too there was rowdyism, also hooting
and jeering. We feared damage to the
machinery.

e € Q%a?ﬁam ¢a.
(.Q@ Gavewsh (&H T Uil F 6T )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

_ Did the Minister of Education go
there ?

aé & b SwEAB

(Qserrar Gea. oyif. sowieui e

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

When the police were posted, they
walked out, destroying some of the
machinery

c»sY .
(B. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)
What machinery ?
3--—©F 19635 (68/12)
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ad e M, LeddRny
(Quorarar Gam. gyi. epuwoui Ger)
(The Hon. J R. Jayewardene)

—and destroying the canteen. The
value of the machinery destroyed is
about Rs. 25,000.

HNnde Y. DO, cwedd
(seor £ G erer. erib. QuUGrrmT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What ? Will you agree to hold an
inquiry into this ?

aé 8. @b, SwedBIBY
(Qserrer Geg. oyi. euiaIT Sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

There is a case on that matter, and
the matter is sub judice.

¢3@330§ oY, DO. el
(soor §& erar. erib. QuGTmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

A bogus case.—[Interruption]. Do
you know the police report ?

o & @, SR
(Qzserrar Con. . eguoul Fer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I hope it is not correct.

arnde duY. DB, cwedd
(se0r 55 erer. rib. QuCrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We know the police report.

e BDBY .

(’,@@ G\ Gar LD GaT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

There was no damage whatsoever.

e DuY. DO. c3e8d:
(sor £l§) erer. erib. Qubrrr)
(Dr N. M. Perera)

Absolutely none. In fairness to
these people—/[Interruption].

0d o, 8. $wDBAB
(Gserres Cey. YT e ILIGIIT 6T )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What is all this excitement ?
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Sbed cEdm 9B DEL®®
8o DuY. V. cuwedl
(s B &5 erer. erih. QuUGTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Because it is such a deliberate,
manufactured lie,

ad 038, @, LA

(Qserres Gog. gyi. sguieui G )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

aon® o'y DD BeAnd. TShed
Bomd sy DBy m0 5228, [@h BHS
®z9] @ ¢Qe® . sy S A
&8wc 25,000 =®es . g3 T w®
Y Vewsy 528 830& BeRH)D. By &
5 6 @€Y G ».

DEs1D cwBw Sw. (cem engd)

(8@ Ouie Qeruewr—Osraptbl]s
Clep@ 9ymsssal)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)

c@m wsYgeE?

a6 o0&, 8. SwddA
(Qaerrer Gag. oyi. e Fer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Yeem wsY ).

o0& OuY Bolewwy
(Csorres omsssoui gmaul)

{An hon. Member)
Dy Ty .

&G 8. 8. LwddAm
(Qzorres Cop .oy, spuwiar sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I am not making a point of that.

c®OsY ¢,
{Blas. Qaerier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

That was given as the reason for
the Essential Services Order.

a& 62, @d. LwdBAm
(Osorrar Cag. oyi. suieni o)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
It was declared before that.

Bewlds @835 e DG
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@

bed ceddm TR d8Emw
DS BN
( F LT [BIT 11 i ct})f-an'i Sar )

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! Hon. Members can
reply after the Minister has finished
his speech.

aé &, @d. £wuim

(Qzorrar Gey. . e Sar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Dmernd ¢® e e e B
ceenm0 mEsY 80gen. “ CONCOM ”
Rz D Bemd. Jew 350 ¢»
sy ac 28Emeny O cDHONE.

“50,000 ConcOoM MEN JOIN STRIKE

TODAY

Mr. Wilfred Perera, the leader of the
16 Post and Telecommunications Unions
told the ‘Daily News’ that at 11 o’clock
members who were listed for their normal
duties at the G.P.O. Mail Room were
asked to quit,”

eOsY .

(8. Qsearer)

(Mr. Keuneman)
Your man!

ad &, 8. LR
(Qaorras G- %n‘. @DILIGUT FET )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

«“ Yesterday GCSU President I. J. Wik-
reme told the ‘Daily News’ that over
50,000 members of the Consultative

Committee will be out on strike today.”—

He is a CONCOM man.—

“ Mr. Wilfred Perera said: ‘We have
completely paralysed the entire post and
telecommunications services. The admin-
istration forced us to advance the time of
the strike.”

Anyway, the postal services were
paralysed. That was on the 29th. So
the Government decided to declare
certain services, five of them, essential
services. I do not think anybody will
say that they are not essential ser-
vices.

DS B3R S WE T @S
exnd. d€d8® M 98 grx¥em
), e8SMmODET wr’HO 9B ¢BIes’
D, ¢ 88 Wiy ®HO @8 ¢gxiery
D DD, DY D D Do
WDOBY T e e dé mSe.
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Grnde Y. . cwelsb
(srglG erer. erid. QuiGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Den® ®O exngx’em & Bud.

aS 8. ¢d. L8R

(Qaorrar Ceag. oyi. sywoui ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

c® ded emSwxm ®wmmNd 8
2. GeBRed cfdmuwsledw ©@ens
C 8 HWB. eI T @R 525725%80
PO WS ey HO SEwe WO’
BB, @and cDEOC s’ Bed
2. en8ed TR’ e SBwd
GOz BeRH.

@l . cwedd Owi (mmEeSo)
(8. 2. erov. QUGTrr—seret)
(Mr. R. S. Perera—Kelaniya)

gF cen®ed. [DhREIRS].

WS 5N SN S

(FLTFTWST 9eITSoT)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! Will the hon.
Member please keep his criticisms to
himself ? This is an important Debate

and he is trying to be humorous and
disturb the Debate.

o &, ©d. SwddA® [
(Qserray Gag. gy, sguioui &)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

See how lightly they take it !

DS BNGDH N
(FUTBTLES; DT Her)

(Mr. Speaker)

It is very unfair. You ask for a
debate and when the Debate comes
you have a running commentary
trying to ridicule the whole thing.

aé 0. @d. Swd8Rx
(Qaorres Geg. QY. SRUIGIT GeuT )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Now it has become a laughing
matter, but on the 27th it was not so.
If these acts were taken into-serious
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consideration, if what they said was
going to happen—and we believed that
it would happen—there would be a
complete stoppage of essential ser-
vices, such as the loading and unload-
ing of ships, sending of wires, the pos-
ting of letters, the distribution of
water, pumping station, sewerage, ad-
ministration of local government, the
running of the railway, the running
of the buses and the like. So if you
are taking it seriously today, I am
asking you, firstly, do you think that
those are essential services or not?
If you think they are not, the question
does not arise. What would you put
in their place ? If you think they are
essential, then how can a govern-
ment see that the public get the
benefit of those services ? It is the
public that has spent the money on
them, not you and L

We may be here today, tomorrow
you may be here. You have to ad-
minister the country. Mrs. Bandara-
naike did so at one stage when the
Electrical Department men said that
they would not work the thermal
station.

CDBOBY Ses.
(Ba5. Qseriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)
Electrical engineers.

i d

s _z.-. e
A5 a4

@S o @md. ST
(Qserreu Cey. %r?. MG HeT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Yes, electrical engineers. What did
she do ?

@nde duY. . euwedd
(soor & orer. ertb. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Not the men.

@& od. ¢d. SwdIAD
(Qaorras Cey. 9T, SQUIGIT HGIT)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
The engineers are men !

What did the woman Prime Min-
ister do to these men ? She took the
bayonet,and said, “ Go and work ”.
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bedd cddm dd DIEB®®
eWw»OBY e,
(8m. Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What did the men do ?

oS e, i?:lg. BweDE %

(Qserren Cag. gyi. sguwaui gar)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

The men got frightened of the bayo-
net and they went and worked. Did
we do that ? But supposing you had
to work the pumping station, suppos-
ing you had to work the thermal
power station, would you not have
done the same ? 1 applaud her for
that act ; I support it.

& DY, DB, cuedd
(srfl erer. erb. QuUlGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You opposed.

a& 8. @ml. Swuddam
(CQaorrar Cog. gyi. spuieui gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

No, we did not. We were in the
Lobby and we said, “ You are quite
right.”

e Y. 88, cuedsH
(sorfl& erer. erb. QUGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You did not say that in the House.

D& o, . BwuRBRn
(Qsorrar Geg. opi. sgwieui sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

If T were asked I would have said
S0O.

Whatever it is, my dear Friend, the
electricity has to be worked.

fpoaagc@ oY, D8, eweddb
(sorflG erar. erw. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You joined in protesting at that.

O 6. pd. SwddRm
(Gzerrar Cop. oyi. spwieur gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
No.

e p oot
Bewddm @53
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9em WCW
Getedd cwdm Il SEEmG
@Bw Y. C. ewedd
(s@T Bl erer. erib. Gl 1Gorrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Of course, you did.

ad & @i, Seod®

(Qaorroy Cog. yi. SQUIGUIT G35oT)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Show me Hansarp and I will agree

with you. We could mnot. We
cannot.
Electricity has to be worked.

Whether it is by the bayonet or by
some other weapon, by a man or
woman, if Ceylon cannot get it, even
by foreigners, electricity has to be
worked. It is a simple matter of fact
statement. The water has to be
worked. This country just cannot let
everything slide away, doing nothing,
allowing people to walk the streets
and pray and say, “Jayawewa, Jaya-
wewa.” We are a civilized commu-
nity. We cannot go back to the
veddah civilization. So we took that
decision to make certain services
essential.

Then the next step was, having
made these services essential, how
are we to work them ? Under the
Essential Services Act, which you
yourselves have passed and you your-
‘selves have worked, and which we
too have worked, those employees
who belong to the services which are
essential commit an offence if they
do not come to work within 24 hours
and they are liable to be charged.

o 6@ BBew B 6B G
goemsY ©ary BBk 6506IR.
@y cusydsTmHd Bdxn. ob 5B
BGsY DB ecemm) 8 aum exfe®
L.

c@I D) BERD BBw DO ? ok
Twn ctfDHDE D ermecsy DEER
e Qe O eDHyd. cBwRsY DS
Go6® O Dn® mIYesl ewd
cwsY gtfdw Bw B® c2md. I

S BBw B D Y
r6@2§)@:ﬁ. & hes ® w®
(Glatolsle GLO) £33 cs 2R5Y S
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camEY gsdws 6 HhIE ot DI
B ary non’ b0 A0 gPwy T
. 4 ZBe w5 D S0 ZJAO
G O BRBO® goBSww B ;D
DO DO ZOPH, 2O DO wdeny
ReR® gosdar HdEC DY @
> G SEH AR HB &
D en 9E8uny WEH & B,

S¥ @esy ¢®8w &1 cened HDOWI
ctf Imwnsy ecmrsy v IO B18€m
e §R8sn 5O & gw WP ggoy
g DB e Y B0 6GH BB WS e
. cmen® YT gEOsdRN 6 Do
G B 28E®w sy GgIWmBRE. SO
e 8e8 cc8w RO anyvn. DO 62X
e 8e8 cc8w eefdewsy g g g end
%O WEWE) CA®»D. aandy ween, £
Dzn gz c®d et DMy Ve ax B3O
Bes® B8 Heameh. IS 8d®d 6o
aomsdes eeddn A0 sy W6 BrEN.
@5 E8m6 6t Dw @Y I, a3
s E8mé cfded exndusy d
D850 WEe@ny BB, DB GIMDES
DC Bedal cxvery mwm. e
9oy dw gowdes cdw mSwd
O @8 . S5 6® B V&S
Qren sy 50 8Bg Y g %HedE S
885 axysn G¢ B &E® e e
a3 m®rY s0sY 6ed GO 68353 wHmdh,

P DI S ey DD
%9.

The “Sun” of the 28th November
says this :

“The Federation sponsoring the strike
are the thirteen member consultative
committee of the clerical, technical, local
government and allied services, member-
ship 110,000; The United Front of
Government Workers Trade Unions con-
sists of the P.S.W.T.U.F., the G.W.T.U.F.,,
and the L.GW.T.U.F,, membership
125,000 ; Postal Telegraph Union, mem-
bership 50,000, and so on.

The membership of these three would
be almost 300,000.”

eR®OAsY Scsn.
(,Q@ Gl Gor Lo eoT )

(Mr. Keuneman)

That is the total number of public

servants.
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@& o8 @i, BwERB
(Caorres Cag. QYT QUi GEoT )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

BEIC

That is the total number of public
servants going on strike.

I would like to read from two more
papers before I finish.

3g®d 1968 ccea®d 2 B & o)
e Bg 3 g1 By By Bwdsy 5.

“ge (D D60m emnd® [RemgDE g
CER—Y D2 iy OVERE h 8bg
DEHEHB 6HS "

el Y. 9O. cueds
(srplG erer. ern. QuCTrr)
(Dr. N. M Perera)

e ¢ dw BBy 23665 ?

@& od&. gd. Swadam
(Qzerras Gep. oyi. epwoui sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
“ e ”,

Hnda DY, 8. cuessé

(soorflE erer. erb. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

%, “ 0P ?

o & @8, BwdBRD
(Qaorrar Cog. gy QI Far )
(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene)

“ e 92 Ded® em0® B eNEOE ACw
¢CCr B BOBE woBw = ® 508 Be D
886 @nwedc aQ»OOLY DORGDEY HEB®ES
BG WE® @) 2 Dwm wss exf w8¢ &gy
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6w 8 Qe SHPD wm BEHE AEs 2 258
NS O 10 BBO Bwddé erxnmsy ey w&Be
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9B w0088 @y wEnedE B @D
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SCRw® ®omn S NEBsS 60 i
emetd e cEl® ¢& FOBRE Slunf B8EOY
@0 2040 ecsd Q@ E® cerdxm aonde
Séed el Dnwryesd QCE® (Eiwd@wdn
&S ® Ac mTer) wie Bedw.” '

6® 5w 6ubE cOBY O VMG

8, 8

@nde d5Y. 2O, cuedl

(soor B 5 erar. erib. QuCrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is what you did when you
were here. There is nothing wrong
about that—[Interruption].

2 S B D) &
(FLIT BTG Qe Ser )
(Mr. Speaker)

Please do not interrupt. One side
interrupts, the other side replies,
and we cannot go on with the Debate.

ab & @8, SeiAm

(Qzorres Ceg. oyi. gyuieui gaer)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

“Think of the millions of people
who do not have the benefits you
enjoy at present. Think of the mil-
lions of your countrymen who de-
pend on you for their very exist-
ence.” This was told to the public
servants on 8.1.1962. This appears
under the heading “Thoughts of
Sirimavo ”.

So, what I want to point out to you
is that if you had read these
accounts in the papers which/ I have
now read, you would have realized
that the Government had to face one
of the biggest combinations of trade
unions, one of the biggest and wide-
spread strikes in the Public Service

that any government had had to
face.

In addition to the Public Service,
employees in the private sector had
said that they would come out in
sympathy, and a certain section of the
estate workers led by Mr. Aziz had
also said they would come out on
strike. We read that in the news-
papers.

So, the Cabinet met every day and
decided that certain services were
essential. We tried to concentrate on
the essentiality of services. We con-
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centrated on the essential services
alone. That these should be
regarded as essential services, no-
body will deny. I think the main
objection is to the fact that we did
not allow public meetings, we did
not allow picketing, and we did not
allow processions.

The point someone took is, “Can
we allow this strike to be a success ? ”
Two things will happen if it becomes
a success. One is that the Govern-
ment would be brought to its knees.
The Government can be brought to
its knees and defeated only by the
vote, in the House or at the polls.
THat is how we accept and define and
understand democracy. That is how
we brought down the Sirimavo
Bandaranaike Government in Decem-
ber 1964 and March 1965. With our
help the people did so in March 1965.
If the strike succeeded, a duly elected
government would have been
brought down by the act of a few
thousands of public servants—not by
the people, not through an election,
but by a few thousands of public
servants.

If the strike succeeded in its pur-
poses, that would have been the re-
sult. If it succeeded in its methods,
you would have had no water, you
would have had no drainage, you
would have had no food, you would
have had no trains, you would have
had no buses, and you would have
had a series of explosions throughout
Colombo. You may have had cholera
and other horrible diseases, riots,
food riots, thuggery, rape, looting,
and so on. There would have been
a rebellion with all its consequences.

So, I ask the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, because they are democratic,
do you want to bring down a
government by force ?
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You are all dumb! There are no
interruptions !—[Interruption].

So the Government took these
steps. It is not that we did not allow
meetings. Meetings are going on
today.—[Interruption]. We cannot
allow meetings which incite people
to strike. You can have any number
of meetings. Election meetings are
held ; welfare meetings are held.

aé& 93y Bolewwy
(Qzerreas Qm&S ST GIHAIT)
(An hon. Member)

Bala Tampoe is holding meetings.

ad 8. ¢l LwudEA
(Qsorres Ceg. yi. et gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Let any Tampoe hold meetings so
long as he does not break the law.
It does not matter to us.

So that is the decision the Govern-
ment took. We could not permit any
step, any act, any speech, any writ-
ing, which would help the strike to
get larger and stronger and success-
ful. The strike had to be broken and
so these steps were taken. Your
Government took these steps. Mrs.
Bandaranaike took these steps. She is
not here now. I wish she were here.

¢ e RSVLAD .

(8. 9. QFrdionr & panr gar)
(Mr. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

She will come.
oS &, md. LB

(Qaerrar Cey. QY. SQUIGIT FT )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Yes, after I have sat down.
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She said, in reply to a letter of
mine, that she took similar steps. That
is, she detained people without trial.
—[Interruption]. Of course, not. In
respect of strikes Mrs. Bandaranaike
only used the bayonet. She detained
people without trial. She changed
the procedure with regard to courts
of law.—[Interruption]. If you will
listen I shall show you in what
respect she did it. She banned public
meetings, processions, loudspeakers,
and so on. She declared essential
services—[Interruption] when the
security of the State was threatened.
If a strike comes to the stage where
the . security of the State is
threatened, she will take exactly
those steps: otherwise she will go.
That is the point I am making.

A strike of this nature may fizzle
out; it can also be successful, and
the security of the State can be
threatened. One man can threaten
the security of the State ; 300,000 can
threaten the security of the State.
Who is going to judge ? The striker ?
Or those who support the striker ?
Or those who are in the Govern-
ment ? They should have brought
their minds to bear on the situation
consciously, thought what are the
best steps that should be taken. To
preserve the security of the State we

took the steps necessary without
harming anybody.

There is no anger, no hatred,
no vindictiveness, no bayonets.
If there were meetings, if there
was picketing, there might have
been riots in  this country.
We are on the friendliest of terms
with the strikers. In the middle
of the strike they came to see
me and some of the Ministers, We
had cheese and biscuits and coffee at
11 pm. Even if they come now—
whoever they may be—we are pre-
pared to meet them and talk to

them. There is no anger or bitter-
ness.

If we allow meetings on one side,
we must allow meetings on the other
side. There are hundreds of thou-
sands of people in the villageg < and
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towns who are saying, “ Why don’t
you let us have meetings to criticize
the strikers ?” If we do that, it will
end up in civil war. What happened
in France? What is happening in
Italy today ? We do not want that to
happen here. Whatever our battle,
we will battle it out here in Parlia-
ment. We will talk it over in Parlia-
ment and settle it here.

If they do not like this Government
then they have the elections. There
is the Balapitiya election and the
Welimada election; there is the
general election round the corner, in
a year and a half. We will go if the
people do not want us. At least we
hope we shall be sitting where you
are sitting, and we shall see how you
carry out these functions if there is
a general strike of this nature.

We did not try to suppress demo-
cracy at all. We tried to preserve it.
We did not seek to threaten the
State. We sought to preserve the
State. We did not want to refuse the
strikers what they are entitled to.
The salaries commission will sit. If
possible, they will give a report even
before May. We are meeting them in
a few days’ time. Any proposal they
make we shall place before the
Cabinet, including the question of
wages. Their recommendations can
be implemented at any time. That is
the way to win demands, and not by
trying to force you, to break your
neck, to bring you down by force. It

cannot be done, and it should not be
done, in a democracy.

Therefore, Sir, I say that this
Government took such steps as were
necessary to maintain law and order
and the essential services and to pre-
serve the freedoms of democracy
which, I think, everybody in this
House is pledged to protect.

g. ey, 3.14

DE5ND enBen .

(Bm- Quie’ Qeriiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
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@ef ey T DA,

@be Y. 2O cweld
(sarfE erear. ertb. QuUCrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Look up the figures.
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(Qserray Lt afl CF@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I am surprised that you are
talking like that.

D8N eI Den.
(Bm. Quire . Qerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You did not have capital expendi-
ture of the kind that you have
today !
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Of course, we had.
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Look up the figures.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Will the hon. Member kindly finish
his speech by 3.45 p.M. ?
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(B Quie. QFriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Please give me a few minutes more.
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(Mr. Speaker)

It means that others will suffer.
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
3 hours for each side.
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They do not estimate.
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They estimate the damage.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is what you are doing today.
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(B Quie GQFrienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
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(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
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(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
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(Furprsi oyairser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I am sorry to interrupt the hon.

Member. He has taken five minutes
more.

DE5NED cea&Een @c.

(ﬁ@ GQuir@ QFriier)

(Mr. Bernard Ssysa)

I propose to take another five

minutes, with the consent of the
Opposition.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Already there is a complaint by one
of the hon. Members who is going to
speak that although he had been
allotted twenty minutes his time has
now been brought down to ten
minutes. I am trying to give him an
extra five minutes. I have to regulate
the speeches as otherwise the last
speaker will not have time to speak.
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We will go on strike!

BEND ewmRn D,

(&as. Qui@ . Qeriewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Gle] D BNGEDRPOE, P {eD
CEm&25F BEEOE @wed dISdexs
Y800 Bw 80 ¥ gwd mES®@
DEo. Foend B B wcan »EB
88 cfds) wEEE o gud NELH®
DG B0enw 6r» & enid® e
FRBWD™EODY EEBIs . Gew
e @y BfBwed gy EwEn
9E880 Boew® “ urY ” Byw HwdSxsI
88 Becrmn) 8@ eom .
[@80 BHE@HS]

&ndw Y. 28. euels
(seor G erer. erb. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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“27.11 68—A log was placed across the
track at 135% miles, Uduwara, between
Haliela and Demodara. This was removed
by trainmen. Local police informed.

27.11.68—Sleeper placed across track at
70 miles between Wellawa and Ganewatta
for train No. 115. Sleeper knocked off by
the engine. Police informed.

28.11.68—Wires cut by unknown per-
sons and there was a total failure of
tablet instruments between Bandarawela
and Ella at 1.55 hours. This was put right
at 1045 hours.

28.11 68—D. S. (A) was informed by
Police Anuradhapura that there was in-
formation of mischief-making between
Tambuttegama and Madawachchiya and
to take necessary precautions in running
trains. This has been done. ”

@B O3, 28, ewedd
(sorflg erer. erwb. QuGCrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

When did these things happen ?

SO BY @¢s.

(Bp. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

What are you taiking about *

oG S8wewmE e
(Qzerrey milGsroe)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

On 27.11.68 and 28.11.68.

QR WCAG cVVem? e@me O
8 Bw ? gemas Dbcom.

- B DxY. . cwels
(soorplG erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is a fabrication.
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(Qsorres miflwGaree )

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I can table this document if you
like.

goy Rw w3 @& e, YT sy
CWCE® HE®.

eBOsY .
(&s. Gsarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Please do.

o S8wemE G
(Qaorrar mfluQsrao)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

“28.11.68—Found 30 feet long rail
placed across the track at 22nd mile post
near Wadduwa for train No. 247. Rail

was thrown off the track due to impact.
Police informed.”
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(8. Qseariar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Speaker, in her correspondence
with the Minister of State while he
was Acting Chairman of the Cabinet,
the Leader of the Opposition had
cause to admonish him for the levity

that he had displayed on so important
a question as the question that we
are discussing today.

o . @l SwdEAD

(Gaerres Goy. QY. ERUIGUIT FET )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardena)

Not one word or paragraph shows
levity.

eDDSBY D

(Scp. Gsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

My Hon. Friend’s speech today was
in the same strain. It was a mixture
of facetiousness and evasiveness. But
may I say that, havingoilieard nthe
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speech of the Hon. Minister of Edu-
cation and Cultural Affairs who
followed him, we can put up with the
jest but for heaven’s sake spare us
from the jester! Any mention of a
strike or a trade union produces the
same type of reaction on the Minister
of Education as a red flag does on a
papal bull—[Interruption]. My Hon.
Friend, the Minister of Education, on
these occasions reminds me of a
certain type of lady who goes from
one boxing match to another, the
type of ladies whose sexual urges are
apparently greater than their oppor-
tunities to indulge them. These
ladies spend most of their time
shadow-boxing. They are not in the
fray at all but they keep moving
their hands about and shouting, “ Kill
him, murder him, smash his teeth,
break his head ” and so on. My Hon.
Friend is just like that.—[Interrup-
tion]. If you will forgive me, I shall
not spend any more time on the
Hon. Minister of Education who
spends all his time tilting at wind-
mills. I should like however to say
a few words about the person who,
in the absence of the Prime Minister,
was responsible for some of the
matters that we are discussing today,
namely, the Minister of State.

I was very impressed by the ring-
ing tones in which the Minister of
State spoke about the security of the
State. He expressed a readiness to
defend the security of the
State with the same eloquence and
the same determination that he
expressed in regard to his readiness
to defend water, electricity and
night-soil !

I am very sorry that when there
was a real threat to the security of
the State in 1962, when a coup d’etat
of military and police officers of high
standing was unearthed, my Hon.
Friend’s eloquence was not heard
denouncing  this coup  d’etat,
denouncing the attempt to under-
mine and destroy the security of the
State. On the contrary, he made a
speech and I had occasion to con-
gratulate him on it. He knows that
speech of mine. I told him then that
tirendeoup suspects could not have
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found a more eloquent lawyer to
defend them than the Minister of
State. Even today some of the per-
sons who were found guilty by the
Supreme Court of this country for
organizing a coup d’etat against the
State in 1962 and who were subse-
quently acquitted by the Privy
Council only on a legal and technical
point are employed in high posi-
tions, many of them under the aegis
of the Minister of State’s Ministry. I
do not want to go into details but my
Hon. Friend should have remembered
these matters when he made his big
speech about his concern for the
security of the State.

If my Hon. Friend had at the start
adopted the same line that he adopt-
ed at the end of his speech, namely,
that he was determined to do every-
thing to defend the security of his
Government, then, of course—
although I do not agree with him—
I would have had to admit that he
was speaking with forthrightness
and sincerity. I am sorry to have
to accuse the Hon. Minister of
evasiveness on this matter but the
picture that he tried to paint does not
correspond with the facts.

What is my Hon. Friend, the
Minister of State, trying to tell us ?
That on the 27th of November, having
read the “ Sirilaka” newspaper—
apparently they have no other
sources of information except the
“ Sirilaka ” newspaper ; they have no
C. I D., no army or navy intelligence,
no political intelligence, no Mr. Oscar
Morrison, the Labour Attache of the
U.. S. A., who was in constant contact
with what was going on in the Postal
Department and helped to fix the
stab in the back of the postal strike :
No, they did not have any of these
things ; they came to the conclusion
that ‘the whole of the Government
Service was going to strike, and they

had to take strong measures to meet
this threat.

Mr_. Minister, if the whole Public
Service was going to be on strike,
if there was going to be some sort of

BewiEn OsIB) Sew VC®
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attempt at a seizure of power, if the
security of the State was going to be
in danger, if you really thought all
this on November 27th, why did you
allow the Hon. Prime Minister to go
to India? It was then an act of
complete irresponsibility ! That is
why we cannot accept that you made
the estimation on November 27th that
the security of the State was in
danger, however much you may say

SO.

In one matter at least let me be
thankful to the Hon. Minister of
State, for he did not follow the bad
example of the Minister of Educa-
tion. I listened very carefully to the
speech of the Hon. Minister of State
but he did not make an accusation
that the Opposition parties were
trying to overthrow the Government
through the strikers. Unfortunately
that is what is being said every day
over the radio though the Hon.
Minister of State who made the
keynote speech in Parliament for
the Government did not say that ;
and I am glad he did not say that.

The Hon. Minister told us how he
entertained Mr. Wilfred Perera and
some other confederates of Mr. Wil-
fred Perera, at his home, how he
gave them tea and cheese and bis-
cuits and had a talk with them in
the small hours of the morning.
Yet these are the same people who,
on the 27th of November, came to the
conclusion, after reading the “ Siri-
laka” paper—that there was an
attempt to overthrow the State. And
yet he entertains some of the
union leaders who he feels are
trying to overthrow the State.
Apparently he has a real fellow-
feeling for people who want
to overthrow the State! He defends
them in Parliament, he gives them
cheese and biscuits in the small
hours of the morning, and tells them
how to sabotage the strike. What
sort of story are you trying to get
us to believe, Mr. Minister ?Every-
body knows that the prospect of 2
strike was there long before Novem-
ber 27. Everybody knows that the
Government was getting ready for
this strike long before November the
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27th. Can any Hon. Minister deny
that fact ? As early as October dis-
cussions were taking place between
army chiefs, navy chiefs and all the
service chiefs and police chiefs on
what to do in case of a strike. All
these preparations have been going
on for weeks before the strike began.
My Hon. Friend asks us to believe
that on November 27th they sud-
denly discovered that there was to
be a massive strike and that is why
they had to adopt these draconian
measures that they have adopted. I
do not think that is a story that it
is possible for us to believe.

I want to make this point: If in
practice on the 27th of November
they came to the conclusion that a
total strike of government servants
was in the offing with the possibility
of an armed seizure of power or an
overthrow of the Government, then
they seem to have acted in a very
light-hearted manner. As the Hon.
Minister  himself admitted, it
was only two days after November
28 that they armed themselves with
additional emergency powers. The
Essential Services Order was brought
into operation two and a half days
after the strike began. By then you
knew there was not going to be a
complete paralysis of essential ser-
vices. The real fact is that the
Essential Services Order was de-
clared in the hope of scaring some
of their own people, those of the
United National Party, to go back
to work before the 2nd of December,
the date on which the federations of
workers were due to join the strilke.
That is why this false story about
machines being destroyed in the
Government Press was cooked up the
previous day for the purpose of justi-
fying the imposition of the Essential
Services Order.

My Hon. Friend the Minister of
State is the Minister in charge of the
Government Press. He knows that
it was announced—I heard it myself
when it was announced on the
radio—that damage running into
thousands, may be lakhs of rupees,
had been done.
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(Qaerrar Goy. oyi. spuiat 6)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Rs. 20,000.

DT De

(8. Qzeariver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Rs. 20,000 This was what the
“Daily News” gave afterwards.—
[Interruption.] The first statement
referred to lakhs of rupees.

Even today the Hon. Minister in
charge cannot tell us what machines
were damaged. We asked him speci-
fically what machines were damaged.

ad &, od. LwddA»
(Qaworreas Gep. i sguieur ger)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

They are in the file. I did not

bring it here.

DB Oc.
(. Csarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You proclaimed the Essential Ser-
vices Order on the basis of this pro-
vocation and canard.

What the hon. Member for Colombo
South (Mr. Bernard Soysa) said is
true. What happened is that cer-
tain galleys of types that were set
up were upset. Who upset them no-
body knows. But that is what hap-
pened and that has been blown up
by the press and the radio into a mas-
sive act of sabotage, making neces-
sary the imposition of the Essential
Services Order.

No, Sir, that is not the real story.
The Hon. Minister of Education
wants to dismiss the strikers. The
fact that thousands of government
servants of all political persuasions,
including those of the United National
Party, came out on strike, very often
after the Essential Services Order
was imposed and in defiance of the
Essential Services Order, is dismiss-
ed by him as some conspiracy of the
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communists. My Hon. Friend pro-
bably looks for communists under his
bed before he goes to sleep !

But I think this House and the
country must make a more sober
appraisal of what has happened. The
real background of and the real rea-
son for this strike is the ever increas-
ing cost of living. Let us not forget
that. That is a reality. The Govern-
ment has not only failed to arrest the
rise in the cost of living, but it has
deliberately contributed to it by cut-
ting the rice ration, by the devalua-
tion of the rupee, by the FEEC
scheme, and by other measures taken
to accommodate the World Bank.

The fact is that, as a result of the
increase in the cost of living, it has
become more and more difficult for
average families to make ends meet.
I do not want to quote figures. The
figures are all known. But it is diffi-
cult for them to make ends meet. This
is common to both urban and rural
populations, to employees of both the
private sector and the public sector.

The current strike is only one of
the many forms of protest by various
sections of people at the Govern-
ment’s failure to bring down prices,
resulting in a continuous increase In
the cost of living.

That is why government employees
of so many different political persua-
sions have got together and begun a
strike around the demand for a wage
increase. I am not going to discuss
whether the demand for Rs. 40 is ap-
propriate or whether it should be
Rs. 30, Rs. 50 or Rs. 32.50. I do not
think we will get anywhere by
having a discussion on the quantum,
because the quantum is something
which has to be scientifically deter-
mined, taking a number of factors
into consideration. The real point is
that government employees have
been labouring under certain special
disadvantages, and the demand for an
upward revision of their basic
salaries is a just demand that merits
sympathetic consideration. These are
two factors that we must bear in

Sbed eDm IR DEEH®G
mind, particularly the Hon. Minister
of Education.

The Hon. Minister of Education
tried to picture the government ser-
vants as some sort of pampered darl-
ings of society—that all the gravy
goes to them and nobody else gets
any of it. I shall deal with some of
their problems if I have the time;
but in point of fact, as everybody
knows, government employees have
been labouring under two disadvan-
tages in the face of the increasing
cost of living.

The first is that they have not had
any increase in their basic wage since
1953, that is for 15 years. You know,
the average expectation of service of
a government employee is about 30
years. The fact that they have not had
an increase in their basic pay for 15
years means that for half their anti-
cipated period of service their basic
wage conditions have not changed.
On top of this they have been under
a second disadvantage, namely, their
cost-of-living allowance has been
frozen for well over a decade. And
despite the increase in the official cost
of living over this period they have
not got adequate compensation for it.

In point of fact, the only really
basic change in their conditions
occurred in 1957 when the late Mr.
Bandaranaike gave them a special
living allowance of Rs. 17.50—
[Interruption] After that ? I will tell
vou what has happened.

You claim that Rs. 250 million was
given by you to public servants. All
that was given as an inadequate
attempt to compensate for the blows
that you, as Government, struck
against those people. You cut the
value of the rupee by 20 per cent.
and then gave something less to your
employees. You cut the rice ration
and again gave your employees
another inadequate increase to soften
the blow. Do you call that dealing
with the problems of cost of living ?
It is like this: you take a knife and
cut a man, and later on put a little
iodine on the wound and say “ Do not
worry about it”. Of course, certain
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anomalies were straightened out, but
that was not ;a basic change. There
were certain anomalies and those con-
cerned a very small section of the
public servants. And you did some-
thing else: you did increase the
wages of doctors, of engineers, and of
certain other privileged classes in the
Public Service. All this was done
without a Salaries Commission. But
when it comes to the workers and
clerks, they are told that they have
to wait for six months till a Salaries
Commission reports. When it comes
to doctors and engineers they are
given salary increases, sometimes
amounting to nearly Rs. 110 a month,

without any Salaries Commission at
all.

O RAE o NBNGD
(Qaarrer L afl Creypriuss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The increase to doctors was given
by the previous Government.

BB .

( ,@@ Gl ariner )
(Mr. Keuneman)

That is also wrong, and you follow-
ed that example. You gave the engi-
neers a salary increase. You were
supporting these engineers all the
_fime,

-6361 D5y 53502y

(Qaerra el BTii&Es)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
You set the bad example !

S BY .

(8. Qserwar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

There are a number of classes of
government servants who have
already received wage increases, par-
ticularly engineers.—[Interruption].
Whatever happened, you are always
ready to give the engineers
and big officials a wage in-
crease but you are not ready to give
the clerks and the workers even an
interim allowance.

4—5D 19635 (68/12)
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The Prime Minister in his Message
to the Nation, which was broadcast
over the radio and which appeared in
the “ Daily News” of the 25th Nov-
ember, said :

“1 appreciate the need for an early
revision in the salary scales of public
servants. ”’

The Prime Minister appreciates the
necessity for a revision in the salary
scales of public servants. If that is so
and if you are sincere about giving
some type of salary increase six
months from now, why could you not
when you had discussions with the
unions at least have given them an
interim increase ? [Interruption].

Q& DY BI5NGED
(Qserres auesrest Bmi&s )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

There was no provision in
Budget.

the

eD®HELY en.

(@p. Caarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You introduced the FEECs scheme
without reference to the Budget. You
introduced devaluation without refer-
ence to the Budget. You cut the rice
ration without reference to the
Budget. And yesterday the Min-
ister of Education introduced a
tax on some competitions without
reference to the Budget. But you
cannot make an interim award to
your workers and clerks because there
was no provision in the Budget ! This
is the type of excuse which is respon-
sible for the fact that the government
employees do not believe a word of
what you say, and I do not blame
them. How can anybody blame them?

What happened to the postal
workers ? The postal workers were
given two assurances. The first is
that if they all reported for work, the
Essential Services Order would be
withdrawn in respect of the postal
services. They have already reported
for work.—[Interruption]. All of
them reported for work, at wvarious
times, but some 250 of them have been
punished under the very Essential


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

335
Sed celdm el DEEH®
[emdz) &w.]
Services Order that you assured them
would be withdrawn if they came
back to work.

The second assurance that was
given to the postal workers was that
negotiations will start the moment
they came back to work, but negotia-
tions have not started yet. Nobody
knows when negotiations are going to
start except that it will be some time
later.—[Interruption]. You are start-
ing tomorrow ?

What about the Essential Services
Order ?

0 RE e NG
(Oserres L ofl Caeypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The Minister of State never said
that he would withdraw that Order.

DB e
(8. Qzarer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

In that case Mr. Wilfred Perera and
others have been saying something
that is not true. All the employees
who went on strike in the Postal
Department have reported for work

but you have not taken some of them
back.

aé o2, @d. LR
(Qzorror Ceg. ayi. eguicui ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Are you speaking for them ?

CHDOBY Do,
(Bw. Gaeriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am not speaking for them. I am
speaking against you and I am speak-
ing with knowledge of the facts.

a& 8. @b, SwddAn
(Qzerres Cay. Y. BUIGT FET )
{The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We are speaking with their repre-
sentatives,

BDewldm 9578 s DC®
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(Blas. Qserioar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I also spoke with their representa-
tives, not with Mr. Wilfred Perera but
with some of the workers’ represen-
tatives and they said that between 230
to 250 persons have been refused work
under the Essential Services Order.
Do you tell me that that is not true ?

oé e&sYedq Swkd®
(Ozerras QuranGL @ muellérn)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

I shall tell you when I speak.

e sY e
(ﬁ(ﬁj. Qs erLoaT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

You give certain assurances and do
not keep them. You tricked certain
sections of the workers into going
back to work, and do you think that
other sections of the workers will be-
lieve you ?

Then there is this propaganda bar-
rage over the radio. The CBC today is
going back to the bad old days of the
“ Political Notebook” of Mr. Daha-
nayake when he was Prime Minister.
We hear all sorts of foul stories.
Accusations which even the Minister
of State does not make are made
over the radio that we, all of us, are
instigating some sections of govern-
ment servants to strike. Then they
come out with the story that 300,000
government employees get a total
income of over 1,000 million rupees,
and so on.

The Prime Minister says that he
understands the need for a revision of
salaries. He understands that there
is an urgent case for this. The Prime
Minister says one thing and those car-
rying out his propaganda on the radio
say quite a different thing. What do
you think anybody would believe ?
Anybody who listens to the radio will
think that if they ask for one cent
these government servants commit a
base treachery to this country. The
Prime Minister issues a message to
the nation and in it he says there is a
need for a revision of salaries. They
should listen to their own radio. I do
not normally listen fo the radio.
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(Qaorra L1 ofl Coempruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
You should listen very carefully.

SDDO5Y .

(8. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I listen very carefully now because
I and other people with whom I am
associated are accused on the radio
of doing things which we do not do,
things which we even never knew.
You were able to kick up a big fuss
about 300,000 government servants
getting an income of over Rs. 1,000
million. You should read the report
of your Commissioner of Inland
Revenue. I will give you the exact
figures. This is what he says: 13,011
people got a total income of
Rs. 1,221.97 million in 1967. Nobody
talks about those people on the
radio ; yet the Government says
“ Where is the money to come from
to pay the government servants ? ”
I could not make a final estimation,
but something between Rs. 120
million and Rs. 130 million that the
rich people used to pay as taxes in
this country before this Government
came into power has been stopped.
These people are relieved of the
obligation of paying money Rs. 130
million owing to various tax conces-
sions made by this Government.
These are matters that mnobody
mentions on the radio.

The radio broadcasts the reply of
the Hon. Minister of State to the hon.
Leader of the Opposition, but anybody
who did not read the newspapers
would not have known that the hon.
Leader of the Opposition had even
written a letter, except by virtue of
the reply of the Hon. Minister of
State.

All the tall talk about the neutrality
of the radio, of the necessity to have
a broadcasting corporation in order
to guarantee the neutrality of the
radio, has gone for a six in this strike.
Now, everybody can see clearly that
those in charge of the radio are, to
use the phrase, more Catholic than
the Pope because they are more pro-
government than the Government
itself !
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@é o, @d. LwddI®
(Qaarres Ceg. oyi. ;waui gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene})

What about Czechoslovakia ? o

e OB e ki

(8. Qaseriwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The similarity is this : You are deli-
berately using the means of mass
communication to confuse and
deceive, and to help reaction.

aé 0. @md. Swdi»
(Qzerres Gog. yi. epuieui Her)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

We have a free radio in Ceylon.

B8@edi AT hdsnw .
(B &plwrConr L6 rrpruss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)
Only for you !

GADESHY Sca.

(8. Qaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Hon. Minister must really face
up to this point. Why was it neces-
sary to take these draconian steps to
deal with this situation? You say
that meetings are not prohibited :
everybody was informed that no
meetings will be allowed. Now you
say that no meeting in which peopie
support the strike will be permitted.
Sir, the entire strike was a per-
fectly legal strike for at least two
or three days after the strike began.
During that period not a single per-
son was able to support this legal
strike ; not a single person was able
to distribute a leafiet in support of the
strike. Even now a large section of
the people on strike are on a legal
strike ; whether you like it or not it
is perfectly legal. You can only zay
that those in the essential services are
carrying on an illegal strike. The
clerks are not carrying on an illegal
strike. A whole section of irrigation
workers and workers in a number of
other ministries are on strike. They
have not been declared essential ser-
vices. Why have not even their
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union representatives or other per-
sons been permitted to hold a meet-
ing and say, “ Your demand is per-
fectly justified. Carry on. LEs ey ol
may not like it, but is there no right
for a person to say that? Ap-
parently you are concerned with
democracy only in Czechoslovakia,
but not in Ceylon !

Sir, today the police or some Sec-
tion of the police are interpreting the
law according to their own whims
and fancies. They are doing that
either through ignorance or because
they do not know what they are
doing. The other day I had to ring
up the Maradana Police because a
person who was selling the “ Aththa”
paper—he sells the paper every day
at Maradana railway station—was
taken and locked up. He was taken
into custody for selling the “ Aththa”
paper.—[Interruption]. On that basis
the “Daily News” and other papers
should be banned and your broad-
casting station should be closed
down. The case of the editor of
“ Aththa” is in appeal and we can
discuss it when it is not sub judice.
This man was taken and locked up
at the Maradana Police Station, and
it was only after I rang up and asked
what was the charge against him that
he was released.

Then a photographer for the
“ Aththa” was arrested while taking
photographs of the police beating up
some students: He did nothing more.
He and his camera were taken into
custody and taken to the Cinnamon
“Jardens or Kollupitiya Police Sta-
tdon. It was after intervention that
he was released.

ad oY Oges
(Qzorrar 9Crwsrs)
(The Hon. Premadasa)

He was an inciter.

DO Dew.
(Bap. OserineT)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Why did you not charge him for
that ? You charged a member of my

Bewddm O35 e Cw
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party, a municipal councillor, Mr. K.
A. E. Britto, for inciting a person who
was supposed to be working in an
essential service. Later it was found
that that person did not belong to an
essential service but was a clerk. You
had Mr. Britto remanded for three
or four days. We could not find him.
He is alleged to have told some
clerk, “ Why do you not continue the
struggle 27 It was perfectly legal
for him to say so, whether you like
it or not. He has now been released
on bail.

Why are pamphlets not allowed to
be issued ? Why is peaceful picket-
ing not allowed ? I think this is the
first strike in recent history in which
peaceful picketing is not allowed.
The Inspector-General of Police has
said that this is the most peaceful
strike. What is wrong in picket-
ing—[Interruption]. Violence can be
dealt with under the common law.
You do not need special laws for
that.

ad & @ SwdiA®
(Qaerreas Gy . gywail ger)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Then the strike will be successful.

e D

(& aw. Q& Gor LD 6T )
(Mr. Keuneman)

At least my Hon. Friend is frank.
He is determined to do something
which even private employers are
not allowed to do.

od of. md. Levdn
(Osorres Geg. oyi. sguieui 6)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardena)

Quite right.

cMEsY .

(B Qsernar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Yes, the machinery of the State
is used to smash a legitimate strike
where workers are only asking for
some more money.
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ad e, @d. BwdBA®
(Qaerrar Cgg. oyi. spwour sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardena)

Why should they stop my water ?

A BY D¢

(Sm. Qseariner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Who stopped your water ? Well,
Sir, I do not want to follow this up.

I want to tell my hon. Friends that
there is absolutely no reason for this
type of harassment and show of
force. There are many more ex-
amples of this kind. But may I say
that this harassment is being carried
out not only against persons on strike
but against the people at large. It
is the general mass of people whose
right of public meeting has been
stopped. You cannot hold a public
meeting anywhere unless you are
one of those favoured people like
Mr. Bala Tampoe who has got the
blessings of the Government.

aG DRE o N

(Qserras L. ofl Cogypruisgs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The G.C.S.U. had a public meet-
ing.

DN .

(8lap. Qseriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The G.C.S.U. had a discussion
among its own members, but no pub-
lic meeting has been allowed.

o VAE e 50BN

(Qzerras L ofl Cae)priigs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

They had a public meeting before
I left.

D DTBY e

(8. Ozerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

That was before the Hon. Prime
Minister left. After that meetings
were banned. It may be that he was
not kept up to date about what hap-
pened after he left. The moment he
left My Van Sanden, S. P. of
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Colombo, called all the union lead-
ers and told them meetings were
banned, strikes were banned, peace-
ful picketing was banned and every-
thing else was banned. They were
told they could not do anything ex-
cept stay at home if they liked. That
is the situation that still exists today.

I do not know how much money is
being spent on the round-the-clock
tours of the armed forces and the
police in all sorts of jeeps, Health De-
partment vehicles and so on, with
bored-looking soldiers armed to the
teeth driving round and round the
streets. I do not know how much
money is being spent on petrol.
Would it not be far better to save
that money and try and give some
relief to your own employees rather
than waste the money in this way ?
My hon. Friends may think that this
type of thing will really intimidate
and smash the workers, but they will
never succeed.

In 1947 you had a great persecu-
tion of strikers after the general
strike of that year. Hundreds of
workers were sacked ; but this led to
a situation where the U. N. P. avoided
defeat by the skin of its teeth in
the 1947 General Elections. It was
the same story after the 1953 hartal.
After the strike of January 8th 1966
thousands of workers were sacked.
We were told that the working class
will never raise its head again, will
never be able to—[Interruption].
Yes, people were boasting so. The
workers have raised their heads
again. My good TFriend, the Hon.
Minister of Education said, “ We
will teach them a lesson.”—[Inter-
ruption].

The real problem is this. Some of
the myths that the Government has
been creating through the radio and
the newspapers have been smashed
by this strike. The Hon. Prime Min-
ister has always been talking about
the real wages of workers going up.
Well, if the real wages of workers
have gone up why are they asking for
more money ? It is quite obvious


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

343
gdodd cEDw D DEBSMmw
[ca®@dsy @]

that at least the public service work-
ers do not believe the story about
their real wages having gone up. We
are told incessantly about the great
parakumyugaya that has descended
on the country owing to you. The
reality of the parakumyugayae is
being shown in the higher cost of
living, in the inability of most
families to make ends meet, in the
continuation of the Emergency, in
the denial of democratic rights, and
so on. This is the other side of the
picture about the parakumyugaya.
When life itself disproves there lies,
naturally, my Friends think that the
only way to deal with the situation
is by a show of force. Are you try-
ing to maintain your myths of
greater prosperity and greater and
greater happiness by a show of
force ? I tell my hon. Friends oppo-
site that it will not succeed. Every
time you resorted to the big stick to
solve these problems, my Friends
know that it only increased bitter-
ness.

Let the Government even now try
and adopt a sensible attitude. Let
them withdraw the Essential Ser-
vices Order. Let them open discus-
sions with these workers and clerks
on strike and try and solve this prob-
lem by discussion. My hon. Friend,
the Minister of Public Works, Posts
and Telecommunications, said, “ No
discussions while they are on strike. ”
I have here a letter sent to the Points-
men’s Union. Are you ready to take
all the people back ?

ad @Y BOSowun’
(Qserreas ok g soir apa )
(An hon. Member)

Why did they not go back to
work ?

@S BY D,

(8. Qaseriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Please do not give me advice. Say
that you are ready to talk, then there
will be people to talk to you. Do not
say anything else. I have here with
me a letter—I do not have the time

Bewldn @578 @ AC®
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to read it, but I shall give the neces-
sary information—sent on 2nd
December 1968 to the General Secre-
tary of the All Ceylon Railway
Pointsmen’s Union which is on
strike, by the Administrative Officer
of the C. G. R. asking for a review
of the demands of the union. This
is the translation of that letter:

“The Parliamentary Secretary wishes
to have an interview with three aelegates
of your Union on 7.12.68 at 9.30 am.
Please act accordingly.”

I am not saying this 1s wrong. I
am very glad that somebody is
trying to negotiate with workers
who are on strike. But if you can
negotiate with workers on strike in
certain departments where you are
feeling the pinch of the strike, why
on earth do you not negotiate with
the workers on a general scale about
these matters? Try and settle
these matters. If the Hon. Prime
Minister has admitted that there is
a case for some revision of salaries
of these employees then the least
you can do is to show your own bona
fides, your own good intentions, by
giving your employees some interim
grant even now, and then the rest
of the matters can be discussed at
the appropriate time.

I must say the whole attitude of
the Government in dealing with this
matter has not been one of trying
to understand and appreciate the
deep-seated and real economic causes
behind this strike. The very fact
that thousands of workers came out
on strike despite the Essential
Services Order, not to mention the
threats of the army and the police,
shows that there must be some very
deep and real feeling and that that
feeling springs from the fact that
they find it difficult to make ends
meet. I think it is necessary for the
Government, if the Government is
seriously anxious to settle this, to
show that in practice and not by
trying to dismiss workers and to
terrorize the workers. That way
will always fail.
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(FUT BTLIEST S/QUT&erT)
(Mr., Speaker)

The Hon. Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunica-
tions will speak next.

The hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

PG DAHNWDNSD FRuumensy gDy
owsy, Nowldy DD [28. B8O
S868 Qw] Yeusnsd P,

2SS D@, TUTHTUST Bjauiscr &@TTaer s s

(5@

aflesr y BEsGes, 2UFUTBTILGT 2 QITSeT

oTld. Qai& Gburid] S%vain &THEGE)ITSeT.

Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair,
and Mr. DeEpuTYy SPEAKER [MRr. M. Siva-
SITHAMPARAM ] took the Chair.

ad; e@nsYedq SwIDe
(Qzerrar QureanGr @ euwellérin)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am glad
that I have got this opportunity of
following on the speech made by
my good Friend the Third Member
for Colombo Central. When he said
that the workers are asking {for
more, I could not help recalling a
memorable day some years back
when a large mass meeting was held
at the Galle Face Green with my
good Friend the hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central, my good
Friend the hon. Member for Yati-
yvantota, and my Colleague who is
seated next to me. I am glad to say
that the hon. third Member for
Colombo Central, the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota and my Hon. Col-
league, when they went on the plat-
form, said, “ The workers are asking
for more.” The hon. Third Member
for Colombo Central, after a period of
five years, is saying the same thing:

“ The workers are asking for more. ”

And who was there, pray ? May

I tell you ?

andk D5Y. 9. cuedd
(aoorflG erer. orth. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You were not there.
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ad; o@hzY edy LwIwWd
(Qserres QuranCL @ eguiclérs)
(The Hon, Montague Jayewickreme)

You had better ask the Hon.
Minister of Industries and Fisheries.

@dw Y. 8. exedd
(serple erer. erb. QUGrrir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He was there. You were not
there. Why should we ask him ?
He joined us.

o, c@sY el Lwdn®
(Qzerras QurenCL @ sgwefldrs)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

That is an aside. I am not
interested. Let me come to my
point. Why is it hurting you ?

s JuY. DO. cwedl
(sevrfl erer. erw. QuGrrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What are you referring to ? Are
you referring to the United Left
Front ?

@aé oY edy LI
(Qsarres QurenGL @ sueldrw)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Yes.

@rnde 25Y. DO, sueldd
(5@3”‘,29,@ erer. erib. QuGrmrir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But the U. L. F. meeting was not
held at the Galle Face Green. It
was held at Independence Square.

aé; 6@y edq FwID®

(Qzerres GuomrenrGr_ @ sguwichlérin)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Where you held it is immaterial.
But a meeting was held at Galle
Face Green too. Never mind where
it was held.

&de Y. D8, cuedld

(sorflG erer. erth. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But your mind goes back to that.
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o ey edy SwIn)@
(Qzerras QuranGL @ sguiellsrin)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

My .aind goes back to Indepen-
dence Square and also to another
meeting at the Galle Face Green.

ENDYBY Des.

(8. Gaeriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

We held several meetings at Galle
Face Green. :

ad o&sYedq XD
(Qzorrey QuranGL @ sguelisrin)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Well, Sir, I have the testimony of
my good Friend the Hon. Minister
of Industries who was present at
those meetings.

Now let us come to the point
because my time is limited. Why
does it hurt you when I say these

things ? And who was here ? The
Fair Member, the Leader of the
Opposition.

e 2uY. DO, cuedd
(serflG erer. erib. QuUGrTr)
(Dr. N. M Perera)

She was never seated here.

ad; e@nsYedy LwIn®
(Qaserreu @mmmﬁr@:_@ IGh & LD )
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Sir, I am reminded of the fact that
she never occupied the Prime Minis-
ter’'s chair. It is a wvery strange
thing, Sir. This chair has been from
the very inception the Prime Minis-
ter’s chair. But the Fair Leader has
never occupied this chair.

HE@edT Bz wdsnwm e,
(B & wrCair e rrprwds)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

I was on eternal strike !

Hewldr 0538 e LG
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b ey edg SwIHP
(Qaorres GQurenGL @ sgwelldrin)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

She was on eternal strike. And
where was she striking ? She was
striking the Senate, good and hard.
She was striking the Senate when
these two hon. Members shouted so
much and finally pricked the thumb
of some poor comrade and, with the
blood that was taken, signed the 21
demands.

DS Dew.
(Bp. Qserwsr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Absolute falsehoods. The 21 de-
mands were never signed.

@ e&sY ey Hw®

(Oserras QurenGL @ egueisri)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Having signed it, those 21 demands
were submitted to the Government.
And finally what happened ?

g DY, DR, cwedd
(aerflg erer. ertb. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Who submitted

Government ?

them to the

@ @Y edy LwIp®

(Qzerrar QurenCrL @ sueliéro)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
They were submitted to the Gov-

ernment of the day.

adn 5. D8, cuedd

(soorfg erer. erib. QuCrri)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They were never submitted to the

Governiment.
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(Csaroar QurenGL @ suaildr)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Why did you not do that ? Because
you joined them, and you became
Minister of Finance. And what did
you tell the government servants ?
You told them, “ This is not the time
for it *.

@aade 25y, 8. cuedd

'(éﬁlﬁﬁﬂ'(ﬁﬁﬁ erar. erib. QUGror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Read my Budget Speech. My

answer was given in the Budget
Speech.

ad; 9@ Y edy bwID®

(Qaorrar QurenrGL @ suwellérin)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
Then, why did you not grant those

demands ?

amrnde dzY. IR, cwedds

(sarflg erer. erw. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have told you. If you want, I shall

give the answer again.

ad; oY edy LwkdHd

(Qzorrar Quren@GL_@ sguweilsrs)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

When you reply, you let the coun-
try and this House know why you did
not give the 21 demands.—[Interrup-
tion]. Those demands were well
known, and now he is ashamed—
[Interruption] May I suggest that I
be not interrupted. When he was
Minister of Finance he did not lift a
finger to help the public servants of
this country, and that is the fact.

@i D5Y. . ouedd
(aarflg erar. erid. QuErTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
That is not the fact. Why do you

not look up the record ?
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oS chuYedy Hwdn@
(Qaerrar QurenGr @ syuwedlér)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

The then Minister of Finance with
his so-called “golden brain ”—now
there is not much hair growing on it
—what did he do ? And finally, the
Coalition Government fell when this
great man, the man with a “ golden
brain ”, was there.

When this Government came into

power in March 1965, the coffers were
empty.

LoD AT andsnw Se.
('@@m(@ B BiorGaur LIGRT LT T BTl &5 )
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

You were able to find the money to

pay the Americans.

O oY edqg Hwd@

(Caorres QurenCL @ Duwel& i)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

The Hon. Prime Minister made a
statement on the Floor of this House
that we had money only for one
week.

e VY. 8. cmeds

(assmrﬁ‘@ erar. erib. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How much money do you have
now ? Nothing at all, not even for a
day.

9SG oY ey w3

(QzerTas Gmrrsaér@_r?_@ uwell&rin )

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
Look at their record. Is it surprising

that they left' this nation a nation of
beggars ? When the Minister of
Finance went to the Treasury and he
found out for himself the pathetic
condition that your Government had
left this country in, the Prime
Minister made a statement in thijs
House to say that there was money
only for one week.
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@D&w Y. V. cxedd

(sor gl erer. erib. QUGrTr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That had been refuted over and
over again in this House.

aé o@sY 60 LwIDO

(Qaorras QuoremGL (@ eguI6l) & rin)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

How many Finance Ministers did
this Fair Lady have when she was
Prime Minister ? Five Finance Min-
isters within a period of four years.
Have you ever heard, in the history
of democratic government, of a
country where there have been five
Finance Ministers within a period of
four years ?

@n8e Y. 9. czedd

(s@rfl G erer. erib. QuGramr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How many Finance Ministers has

the Labour Government had ?

e PO e,

(8. Oseriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

How many Finance Ministers did
Mr. D. S. Senanayake have ?

od 6@y edy FwuID

(Qzorroy GuranCGL @ eudlsrw)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

I do not think that Mr, Wilson has

had as many as five Ministers
of Finance. Where are they now,
these previous Finance Ministers of
the previous Government? They
started with the hon. Member for
Dompe (Mr. F. R. Dias Bandara-
naike) and ended with the hon. Mem-
ber for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera).

8. B. wARox . (WSHOEEHE)
(B £. 8. sufws—a Qsturer)
(Mr. T. B. Subasinghe—Katugampola)
Members of our parties can hold

any post.
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aé oY el Sk

(Oserrar QurenGrL (@ eguelldr)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

To come back to the strike. Those
people who are placidly seated there
today and who say, “ Why don’t you
do this” and “ Why don’t you do
that ?” are the culprits who created
the situation for the public servants
today to ask for an increase in sala-
ries, perhaps justifiable in certain
circumstances, and the matter is to be
examined by a salaries commission.

The Prime Minister did not say,
“No ” to the demand of the public
servants for an increase in salaries.
He only pointed out that if an in-
crease in salary were to be given im-
mediately to all government em-

ployees, it would mean slowing down
of development and the readjustment
of the Budget with new taxation pro-
posals. So the Prime Minister said
that he had asked the Salaries Com-
sion which had been appointed to
issue an interim report in six months

time when the time would be ripe for
the next Budget—[Interruption].

Let me tell this House and the
country that this Government will
keep to its promise. We assure the
public servants of this country that
we will take every possible step to
ameliorate their conditions, unlike
what happened in 1961 when the
Wilmot Perera Salaries Commission
issued its report, the implementation
of which would have cost the then
Government only Rs. 60 million. But
this Government will fulfil 1its
promises.

I must say here that our gratitude
goes out to the large majority of the
public servants of this country who,
out of a sense of patriotism, worked
twenty-four hours a day and kept
the essential services going.
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B30I S5 DSBNGDDNE
(211 Furprusi oeser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Mr. Speaker will
now take the Chair.

EHPGHT Bowids DAHMEDDND e

ewsy QP Pow®, DNAIHGBNS GCrwush
&1 s,
9 STSlmG 2.U FUTBTUST SialTaeT 2 SBINFT S

Ballmig Bralal, sUTBTUST 2a@isS6T 526
SMTED @) Taer.
[Whereupon MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER left

the Chair, and MR. SPEAKER took the
Chair.]

ad e@nYedy Bwdpe
(Oserrear QurenGr @ euweldrs)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

On the 26th the Prime Minister had
a conference with the postal authori-
ties. On the 28th, twelve hours be-
fore the scheduled time for the strike
—the strike was scheduled for 12
midnight—the employees moved out.
They moved out leaving the tele-
phone exchange with only two girls
and a staff officer. That is all the
staff that the central exchange had
at 2 o’clock on that memorable day.
Equipment worth £60,000 was un-
cared for in the central exchange. The
reason for that was that we were ex-
pecting the strike to commence at 12
midnight and a certain section of our
service were scheduled to take over
when the strikers left at 11 p.m. of
that day. But they came out earlier
and left the Central Telegraph Office
with a few people. We had to pro-
tect valuable machinery.

And you may remember there was
a time when the D.I.T’s went on
strike. When the D.IT’s went on
strike, I think the House is aware—
I made a statement then—how the
underground cables and a large ex-
tent of the overhead wires were cut
and what a great deal of trouble the
Government had to take to maintain
the essential communications of this
country. It was that situation that
we were faced with.
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I am also glad to say -that the
moment the Essential Services Order
was promulgated the CONCOM, as
they call it, started making proposals
to the Acting Head of the Govern-
ment. Having made those proposals,
the following persons met him :

Radley Dissanayake, Inspectors’
Union, M. C. T. Fernando, Sri Lanka
Tappal saha Viduli Sandesa Seva
Sangamaya, and I believe Wilfred
Perera. I was not there. When they
went there, they had certain discus-
sions. I was not there. I was not
able to be there.

e Y. 30, cue8s
(srp g erer. erb. QuUlrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You were sidetracked ?

oS oY edg EwdSn®
(Caorras QurewGr @ eyweflsmis)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

I was not by any means side-
tracked.

@pnden A5Y. DO, eneds
(sar G erev. erv. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You were passed over !

oS ehsYedq £wkIn®
(Qaerres QurewGr @ eqwelsrin)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

He rang me and I could not come
because I was not well.

And what finally happened ? A
certain understanding was arrived at
and this group of people kept to their
word. They got back to work. They
paid heed to the law of the country.
18,000 people went back to work, and
those 18,000 people are working today.
They obeyed the law and they res-
pected the wishes of the Government,

Now the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
was shouting and saying, “ What did
you do with the 236 ?” We extended
the zero hour, if you may so call it,
to 12 noon on the 4th and anybody
whadid not report after 12 noon on
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the 4th came within the purview of
the Essential Services Order. In
other words, they have vacated their
posts. They have now to show cause.
There may be some genuine Cases
where they had illnesses and accid-
ents. Those will be examined. And
as the Minister of State said,
tomorrow at 11 o’clock the Minister
of State, the Minister of Finance and
I are meeting this group of people.
We are honouring every word of the
promise he made, and that is the way
this Government acts.

mde O5Y. 28. cuedd

(T flG erdr. eTib. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What are you going to give by way
of increase of salary ?

ady DY BNGED

(Qaorral el priiss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Before starting the talks you want
to know how much we are going to
give ?

@l 9. 8. cuedd
(5T )G erer. GTib. QuGrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You gave a promise.

aé o&. @l LwIIIB
(Qaerras Ggg. . LI GG )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
They are coming to negotiate.

@B Y. 0. cuedd

(sem G TeT. GTib. Qu@roT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, you have already given them
an indication that you will give them
an increase.

aé @5y ely $wdn@
(Qsarrar QuranGL @ gguedrin)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

I do not like this cross-talk.—
[Interruption].
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But what did the hon. Third Mem-
ber for Colombo Ceniral say ? He
was talking about Radio Ceylon. Yes,
we are for a free radio.

@de Oy, 8. cvedd
(s &5 ere. erin. QuiGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Free radio ?

0é e@Yedg EwkID®

(Qaorras QuorarGL_@ oG & Ls )

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Yes. But let me ask my hon.
Friend this. I think that question
could be equally asked by hon.
Members on that side of the House.
Half on that side will ask that ques-
tion. Ask him, does he believe in a
free radio for Czechoslovakia? He
was talking of the moneys spent by
this Government for the troops to go
round. What about the half million

+troops moving in Czechoslovakia ? It

took him three months to make some
half-hearted statement and got round
and duped, I think, the innocent
Leader of the Opposition. Duped her
thoroughly, lock, stock and barrel.—
[Interruption]. She is so gullible, Sir.
She is not listening—I am paying her
a compliment.

Now, Sir, this is what Mr. Wilfred
Perera says. I want to read this as

reported in the “ Ceylon Observer ™
of December 3, 1968 :

“ Mr. Wilfred Perera, President of the
UPTO told a harrowing story of how
tl_'luggery_ and intimidation were used to
silence him and frustrate his attempts to
bring a satisfactory solution to the
current strike.”

What do you think of that ? They did
not want it settled. There is a foreign
agent or agents there—[Interrup-
tion]. Undoubtedly : there

doubt about that. .

is no

HnBew DsY. DO. cuedl

(soorflG erer. orib. QuGTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Because he tried to stab them in
the back.
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aé oY edq SwIn®
(Qaerrar QurenGL (@ suesrw)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

The reports say further :

“From his bed, where he is under
sedatives now, he said that yesterday at
10 am. when all the leaders of unions
met at the PSWTUF office (near the Old
Secretariat) he began his speech.

As he continued to explain the new
deal he had obtained from the Govern-
ment, he  said, ..o Suddenly he
heard windows smashing. Ooutsiders
rushed in and were attempting to isolate
Mr. Wilfred Perera and his men. At
that stage the Police rushed in and the

men dispersed.”

Do you think this is the type of
action that one should encourage?
May I appeal to people who have
been in the trade union movement
to please advise some of these mis-
creants not to behave like this.

Finally, before I sit down, I must
make one point. I got a letter from
the President of the Storekeepers’
Union. That leiter is signed by the
president and the secretary. I am
sorry I do not have that letter. I
have given it to the Hon. Minister of
Information. It said that they are
going back at once because the
tentacles of the political octopus is
spreading widely and they wanted to
get back within a few hours. The
situation was getting so political that
some of the trade union leaders who
really believed in the cause of trade
unionism—

ah8e 9. 8. cuedd

(s & orer. erib. QuCrmrir)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Responsible Ministers are saying
that there is no politics in this and
yvou say there is politics.

& e@inYelq LwIH®

(Qsorres GQoranGr @ eqwabldrin)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

Of course I am saying there is
politics in this. It is absolutely true
there is politics in this. We said it
once, we said it twice and we say it

T Py - =
a third time.
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I have taken my full time and now
I want once more to remind the
Opposition that if there is one gov-
ernment that will save democracy it
is the Government that we belong to.
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(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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«g The Public Services: The Public
Service is as important as the Govern-
ment. Without a contented, informed and
co-operative Public Service, no democra-
tic Government can carry out its pro-
gram. That co-operation cannot be won
by threats or punishments, or spying or
by appointing stooges to high places—as
the Coalition Government did. It has to
be won by persuasion, by clear direction,
by non-interference by politicans and by
fair play. It will be the policy of the
U. N. P. to meet the needs of public ser-

_ vants including those in the Local Gov-

e

ernment Service. We are in favour of
granting political rights to certain cate-
gories of public servants, the categories
to be agreed on by an all-party Parlia-
mentary Select Committee.”
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“ 15, Cost of Living : Never before have
you paid so much for your food and
clothing as you pay now. Your hard-
earned money disappears in no time at
all. Your rupee is worth little today. It
is your money, and you have a right to
buy more and live better.

The United National Party will bring
down the cost of living in two ways: (1)

by short term plans, (2) by long term
plans. ”

afS. @8, Qud DFHWINGD .
(6co®ses)

(;E\b GTLI. DT, LW LIGRTL T BT i1 E—
G"grrh't@u)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

The famous last words.

QCoSHY B e,
(8. @omssger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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“17 Language: We shall summon a
Round Table Conference to discuss ways
and means of unifying the nation within
the framework of Sinhala, as the official
language of the State. As Sinhalese is
spoken by the largest number of the per-
manent citizens, it is natural that this
language should be adopted as the unify-
ing language.”

21 25 dos Bw ceHn&.

“91. No Vengeance : No Revenge: The
Coalition Government has shown you
what a terrible thing it is when a Gov-
ernment policy is to take revenge on peo-
ple who belong to, or support other
parties. There can be no justice or fair
play when a Government behaves in that
way.

We are pledged to be fair to every
citizen—regardless of his race, religion,
party labels and political history. There
will be no persecution of political oppon-
ents at any level.”

& 68 BT HY ergesn @O
3Das Db QB SDd&. §¢ @gcen)
wé Beawm Cled otfdDwsyed
9 B8c emdE PBDWO A BT
5098, O »O® G8wc 40 B o8&
98 5208 £ 8we® 4l S Bed®
Bew 30 ©8cm gYeds &8ud
40 BT 58 8 DD cCrR, & cdD
wsy e Esyesy. 1966 £ 8 T
2E 985w BHE B CCOWO ¢
Ce cBD® @dn BED eg s czNOBR.
Bmg 6d HOCO gurd o dmnsyes
séef s BB ol gend8 BE®
msY NB emndeud gs dced 83T
S5 qomw 1123 & deany ge O«
122.3 c¥D @@ 6w BB OB
O 1966 & clRem QY §eecw g4
20um) 888w wr¥mo A8 Bw QBE
Sce ED® Bcsec® amd wem AQY DL
D6 ey B @eTRed otfdmwnsy
asy o 85»;. LD Bwgl
crneEn®c B ¢8 ACL. D e
M 508 Doy, s ™
cef b ceme wm 50 &; ge O
1.30 8. O &Y SH¥mE s 28 8
ge o 35 &. D 88Ty wm 4b & ¢4
55 & & gc &» 30 8; @c 130 &
dar &gy —oconm DEDC—
e 70 &; gc—wde ndm &n—2.30
8. da e elicITO 2650 &8; &<
490 8. Do 6B @wdlw 1.70 &:
ge 212 & O& ©DO8ww & T &:


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

361
S5eid 6O D BB

e G8nd 12 &. da 8eH@® S 8wl
6 &; gc 8w 10 8. @23 cOHB
Y Dwr BeRm BB ® M
v occslesy. @  &d
guODwsY guod BeA® BN ged
9C €® 99 WS mws Bosr 1968 KB 26
B & SBed EBmE 6D en®cs
ad goABP®Y s wwey ey
DE. 2NCW B B 3 ®E dgewsy
& By ensy ST AEHeeb D)
ds¥ery . e® wrYed wwd guiewsd
D6 BedrsTersy dbed ECEG etdd
Bony®e ®& WD e HO & &. n
Botn. OB Rerxlesy ¢ 9c’E® znp®
T e o @E8uny mg I
©20ed&. Aw 9C G WCE® BO® BYen
T 6® 9B S50 988u WEH®
6@ eV R LDéH DODNDE ©wrd
B3, O Eén 35 mndef
BeA®HD “ 80 Sw B wEY”
DN, dewnsy B 8 BRedrYesy @
&Ghéaw Ben D BDBL® DT 8
5OR. 6@ BE® e Bwm Skwmsy,
6® ME® edt Bw® 6E8ewdDwny,
8 ME® MG Be® RS
gOmsennms’ 8 gifud ®Dedsy
BBS . cOme 6® BBmed R
Besyery ?

“ R0 du FO WY

g % i—ged Sed ¢88m Y o D ez’
e O D YLD Bumdh. da Y me?

EEnd :—1965 @8n @ued gef wmeT
xdewd QB8 BAced wrxIm® e 1000
meny 5 @ €3 BB omBOO usSnendn’
8w A ©&m8. da ged S0 cIMS®
VBN DY 2 @O Ynew © BSws §YPbig

3D o5 g ed wEm ' of Des Gang g
miemm &3 "

af D @OBYH e BwrSer'
I08. @@ DO Genem
Il & Jedsews’® od g
RO aenry BCO Dowxt 988sny
DO DO mOBB. 1967 & Gomo @om
oz D8EB0Ed 32 ZB NS wdem
ACE®. & goOBYnY g3z
qeBIGEY 1966 ged BRen §w3Sm
oYY 06 emBwd D mHHO
Bensy I mE oI O ¥z
DO emDHB Bcomiizean) Nods

1968 ocen®@8 7

362
S808 6Edm D &L
w@gden gumswes. ¥ HFF6 Baew
®® g ¢8 S0 Bmemcazm wm®» 8D
QCW WIEEY ocmemmB. 1967 &
Coz Ot Moz Emmed 382 B
BNV OB ¢mD 1965 ged 8o8e
@&e G8ud Cs 44668, 1965 gecs
860 d®w SHBwE s 4,0768. O
600 1965 & 8040 AWwd Dan EHcs
8w ez 390 &. 1968 ged 804D
wes 8w Cme 9,774 &. 1968 gox'
880 Ay S8BBE s 4,234 &. 1968
WO D& @me G8k@ cws 5,540,
1965 ged d® emw Czs 390 o Beam
80 @nd wx’®Odn & mwey D
OB g D G 5,040 & D
80 40 @B 8 BeA®D@
DwsIesd emmemdc ?

o WDE e rNrNem
(Qaorras 11 ofl Coeypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Iy m8monle ?

OCoNSH 5 .

(8. @ovmsrser)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

6® mEWwBO DS ce®D B g&
Een® wrlemisa,

oy RRAE cd s

(Qaorras 1" ofl Creypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Dn@eey e TmO®BRDbewsey enSwd
BSOS wesd.

QCoNODY 5y D¢,

(8. Qs ger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

205 S ey ®O. Brnedy
D8 BEGew DEY O Ao, o8

w8 PYwed 5D cOmd e
Ressyensy ?

" gdne 8y8e gddie Bew NE qB § o€
& ©@REIDRD HX® Dwewsy RV 1)
@woiesy @de ?

BEQS: €08 ewnddw N8 dwews? &
O es’ Gommed cend:30R. ¢® Scd § BEe,
(BB DND 8 quf S dwd eme RS,


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

363 Bewlds 535 Cew BE®

éuYesy 1965 53
ey 1965

sne® 9w

cORzs eusyHE
s QE W EEE.
1968 = ¢
@dbided QW H® ouny
08 wensy ey dsyesy

. e0sf®m e@m V5 WP

& egadLg PB-HDE

8 e &S

DG eanéd 88% &8
sy ee wWE BCH® CCH @EL
g B&easy G EI®n.
Oy Bene, qod cBBewIedsY e®
586 @hdwsy HSO By E&.
w@nd 50 v Bvnnnsy 69 @5y
8D T emn® wdunn DEEHD &F 2o
o8 % oOwd 8w m®»O 9d
SCIL

=0 5
QCH B

1965 6® 400 8048sY ewsn wHE
BShame sy vw Cme HBEes
seen®@. 1967 BoE8sY e® SO0 eexn
w0C BOens 6 BT CIB8 gy O
cHn®.

o o8, 8. eI
(Qzorrey Ceg. oyt sguoui gar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

R @emsy DDy er) erewmsy ¢ ?

BB B Do,

(B @QamsTger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

682 1068 & Com» @ AoWEdD
nBmned 175 0B 8005 c8d o
D23,

ad e&. @d. ScsDER %
(Qaerrar Cgn. yi. Qwaour sar)
 (The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

- sYmel e®mefe ?

364

Sded cHdm B B88dmw
OGS » e,
(Blan. @ovEssser)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
s ed YO

edxsY EEIhenrm

&)
¢ @B @8 &

. &F Ddoy
BHODO ez
RS 65y .

}

& DE otd BNBNGD
(Qzorrar L afl Creypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
NEsNedDsY DDy B

OCoSTY B e,

(B Qavnmsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

S ENED? RNDEY 8. c€
BewsYer Sodond. 1966 & 8IS’
c® B0 ocmsn 83 yennw 6
e B omé &, 1967 & &C
685 6@ SO0 ey 83 E@ighw sy
a5y G v oy ¢»&E. e® 603 8¢
635 eorydm e eovme gRSemm
wryesy, 8 60 wmEOCsE Dwe
cei8m dewmry w® Bth DD goINH
D® BT 1966 1967 =¥ gwd
6®500 ey d tnE ey ®en® O
Ce et B caBsy g8 & aB gvd
1967 & 1966 © 28 6@400 exx’y 8E
s@enn 65T CCCRS gl B OS]
2B 8 BRedmneh EBewicds’ ©€
©&5%) BBy GBI EB) BN

gees ez Swed g & Bledm
29y @ WEsY Wmben commb ¢
Sbed BBmned mensy WE BRI
Y wemny emwemm®c? 1966 8063nY
carsYd onECOC TOw® & C=
2,660 & 1967 8048xY ewx’d anddC
28N ® S G 2,440 8. 1967 e
c®Y 800 D g Bec 19660 D&
. Gz 220 By gAR. denmy 8JDC
YYD emnemn®c ? 1966 80682
cosyd BS8dE D820® &i. cms 1,210
. 1967 80485 cwxyd 832 DSm:
»® 4. Gz 2,340 8. 1967 & 1966 O &&»

88 wew 4. Ccm 1,130 D
R S CE8 220 Ff enTOE ¢8
©5 of He &. e 1,130
BDa&ny ola".)' Q@j


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

365 1968
ded otddm R D8E®mw

A& VARG oed 55NED

(Qaerrar « ofl Coeypriiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

oG Sgsd D Yem.

O

QCoNCHY B Dexn.

(S Qowsrgar)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

IJo¥ 8 mnsexd H£H99 Ig
BBENECDR.
“DRE 83 BN BIDBDD DD NEE

e&86ew] DNeDEY DESY omE sy
02929 DI 388 37 &f DY, ¢z
8@ T Beew occoemnsy § @B
DY D&, "

a& DRE ced N
(Qzerren L ofl GoFeypriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
28, J & w ?

PGS 5 Dean.

(8. QovmsTger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Jdewny 1967 D86 & Gozm dm
o) ndsned 175 08 89ed
BeRry ey 1966 onc sy Dowm &g
S 518.45 =¥ BB, & gD 1967 @
cry dm &g & 640.80 &.

ad DRC @ BNBNGD
(Qzerrey L ofl CF@yprisgs) |,
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

1968 & Dese? O)V

DCoRIW B Ded.
-,’,Q@. BevmI& T e )
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Jm & coleny snem.

aé DRE o MBNGD
(Qaerren L ofl Crenpruss)
{The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

2 5568 Jmeny.

Cletavrh

366

©

ead 1
S¥ed ctddm IR DEE®®

QG B eaa.

(Blap. Qevsisrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

ei{os) ) EQOQ@OGPEET @ @@ @51@
QElery mém 89, “®83 DNwdreny
Cm Moz Emedxye” & OB
syeed gf® 6. c€eBy 8343
wrYery sy onsledesr BHE gums
RAOB. Y’ onsyetd G cd oensy
@88y WEHEr. Doz SEZNETSH
cedsyery 8o O&n c@med oensy
HBED.

1965 & e® £ed EDdm gomw 1125 &.
1968 & 1223 & oG B eem B
98 &g &0 gy WS I on.

1965 @0 6@ S¥w AmBBwsyO ¢xf
BHBODC DI B G e? oemd
e B sy O DY E SH18wE s
50 &. g gxfery B’ wneddhend
e, ucrs® B¢ s gAG D
Gl 8 bl aEsY SG18w@E cu’e 1663 & ;
QeE A oD G cHO e N
NS N8y ce 58 ; Sen ALe Cs
18. 6@ AMBBws’O ¢r) esm.

Se®d 6® G%w 38y SmHvNd OB
508 AS emns®@ene? 1965-66 gddice
0 GBS 66 By cx’®s 198&; 1966-
67 g4 O G B 2400 S e’z
4800& ; 1967-68 gB&dcd e
350& ; 1968-69 cz='s 2008&.

QD X WedBw® A VG B
DHee wHNden wROW D ©d
GONBDD e 6 DR, DeHsI
& a™® 97 8 Bedrfery &&m
BEICOc wm B o wemnsY oan
cCaAOEE LR cDmeh.

“ Gomne® dmoewenc 1,17,01,000 8. 8>3
1 ewi® 16 cCmmemesd qeu® gdb&idemd
. 601 20 ga&. &F g6, B ccmnWO BB
o ¢m G 75,00,000 =f CLedm. GeseD
RO SPenw gd&demd® S 19,82,483 =
GedmS. H RO &K, 316166568 14
eemO & H4,34,441 &

@ c®® wodm 6C’A® BHwdsFery,
el ®ws e emdmSes 1967
@D HdnedsY. godBp®est uB
Sy BIACE Bg d¥ery enthbencssy
5N Fedhdenew IV Ewen S5O
DD B30 cRMWBBY cLEHBE.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

367
S50d ctdDm B DEEB®
o e, @l Wi
(Qaorror Cog. 2y QUIGIT ST )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
2@y sy eed e’ & G¢dw @od
emeg .

QCoaS 5 .

(B QonsTgar)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

geed @eTtRD ewng B YA 5380
65y ©encd WEBF B 2@y s eed Go
a5y Pees.

ACHE 508 emnd o'y
Scdd D18 B8O am E4VTIw
&g® &N S84 s 50BN
Sks @ @BHO Bw@ W@ 8O @53
syl el @dsf BgEw “ e@Wg
cemed’ Bw G Ed. DEDHND® adl §&
aBP® B8&HD 8@ BNWEEN0HD
888, auce Sdw 883 MO P
DGDBTO Blemcdd ®emHmS O D
Re®sy o Cud@x 93 ¥ 5@sy
sy et 30 Omm @B, denny g »E
B¢, “cdme ened” @RI Leed
e, oYy snsved ¢ ¢80
“FORW nbery” Bwmd. dewnf ¢
e, »@5T 05y et GO “@ Y myennd
wd " @& HDed . dewn HYsY
swsFed s & sy neamdensy
gmé 8@ Doz’ BHRen D
esy gud Ay cd®. g Ol )Y o]
©0 gude cOm® y&ocwd 6® SBw
B85y &L 4,000z 08Bz D0 CLEDD
HBRED eoexnDBsY Ch § BeA®
D e ene® B W ob B
D@ By B o, »IW EDHRO
4. 25008, ORsY ocuB wsyesy &
DOy Demwsy 60 quen ot ¢md
e BHE® 18T AND BeR®DG Y
»@. 8 B, sHY5ce gdnl @
BEHDw DemEh O Mm@ ecrnes’ @
@bmHD BICeHs 6CH B DE5Y 5O
. 80 D& cben B ©NBES
o a8 wrfendsd edm. ol o
ABD® e’ mHO gfud 6D «dBE
B BEcdenw ernewme Bk B ge
6 wbs¥ery c@Bun’. FomuisySnd

Bewddm 9535 @ed D

368
Sl ¢ 30m ot DIEH®

ge SO ©nf Ot B AD muew oY

20 5y 985 O cd®mn.

a6 GaNBDPNO DI O wWbem
o o O DO mOB&.
RAY® 8GR ddTew @& NN
D® OwewsS 83 wEew, 1964 &
@Y ) Y& Dw B Db WEBI
0 BHEE DB 6GE G WG FSABI®
B8orfery men. 9¢ &0 guf @mdé
c® @O HEE VIS KD,
densy 6® gdhided e® m»ufuydwd
geed GO o eI BJwE D
D& ewmed WOWe? gl Gid @b
gboBedd WSl MO guO HB I®
g’ c®0 AW DG .

adi DRVE e NNGD

(Ozorres L ofl Corepriss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

S ofysnsyeded  @b-Sx
6d5Y 5O auB.

ACoaSD B e,

(8. Qovmsrger)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

a0 & o 8ud 98 ST ¢
@Y ®H0 godxsY DD @Bl BES-
@B SOpedsy g0 ¥ BIE
med 5 DwOny Dah gesd &g D 8Redd
2 e OB Sed ¢ SHdw A
Rewsyesy. 30 dan ecene Y5y Dl
CLed® SRew @ e AV Bes s
50 & 20D »® g&
DG wrlends eDmd. gusd Cid
B GbeBed wmBwd MmO g&C
sy emds Dm0 305 @ .

GABEE GG BHRD B BH®HBE
Yy ded Senmmw BDE 3@ o
g8 HMY VM. B0 c® @I
ey SmE mmw @B O
Bewmd. D 0exndn DE® A
D8%mi SDBRFE 6® yTlm BY GO
BB ween m® gldW @ e
RBeRHD. Dend® BIsE @ y&B
©r) $8ABTRE Demmmewn DY YO
0w @B Jemes Bomd & boplesy
Senmea o adCeq WY O BHéems B


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

369

Sl ctidm B BELE®®
DO, Vensy @ udenn BOVBIX
ewsY ¢ erxnewxy ded Om HBS
eentd e 6dw ¢53 Ud SELBI®
DE BB 205y O 8’ D
enewum emewnsf lew GhhdwsY
@S BDHEe® cFPIW I Bewr .
Oen®& ¢5d B8R 0B Bewsyeny.
GorenR) 6D S eNCes G230y BBy
8@ Vewsy @B Deww WoE G6Es
B cewrw Pownd wmWDow OB
8658h SBIEND g, eenEled sy, we
BP0 Gond CRhean BDI®E
c@ 5y mef B¢ 95 5O 9B w Y
ge3s DY DN, du WY BRI
D @n8wd ¢z’ 40 BEcam QILE.

&, oo, 6.7 ,

ecDemnd&e 4. D, 8. ENDENDBY
(g gd)

(QuréL i & erb. GF. prEHTSHT—
BT )

(Dr, E. M. V. Naganathan— (Nallur)

Mr. Speaker, I shall be very brief
in my speech. I do not intend to talk
of irrelevant things, as my good
Friends on the other side of the
House did.

Statistics have been produced.
In fact, it was the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera)
who said that there is not a cent
in the Treasury. The hon. Member
for Yatiyantota knows these things.
So knowing it, how can one ask
leftist workers to demand a further
Rs. 220 million from the Treasury ?

The point I want to make is this.
There is considerable sympathy for
the demand made by the public ser-
vants and those in semi-government
institutions for an increase in their
salaries. Life is very difficult these
days owing to the high cost of living.
The high cost of living is not some-
thing that is peculiar to Ceylon. Re-
cently, a friend of mine, an economist,
told me that the cost of living in
countries he had visited, namely,
South India, North India, Burma,
Malaya, Singapore, Pakistan, France
and England, was soaring. In fact, he
said that the cost of living in Ceylon
is very much lower compared to other
countries. Recently, Mr.,Raimohan
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Gandhi told me that the cost of living
in Ceylon, compared to what 1t 1s in
other countries, is surprisingly low—
lower than it is expected to be. As I
said earlier, the rising cost of living
is not something peculiar to Ceylon or
to this Government. That is the
unfortunate position in the world
today.

We want to pay more to both public
and private sector employees; we
want better schools, more schools ; we
want better roads, more roads; we
want better hospitals and more doc-
tors, and so on. So the real problem
is, where can we get the money re-
quired for these purposes ?

As far as the public servant is con-
cerned, he is better placed than the
average citizen of this country. Sta-
tistics prove this fact. I do not say
that a public servant is getting all he
wants. We like to give him more ; but
the problem is, where are we to get
the money ?

If we do get money, on what must
we concentrate, on what must we
spend it ? I say that priority cannot
be given to the public servant. We
must first build up our economy. We
must first see to the development of
our country. The population of our
country is growing rapidly, and un-
less we build up our economy and
develop the industrial and agri-
cultural sectors, the people of this
country will not be able to get suffi-
cient income to enable them to live
comfortably.

We are a welfare state. We want a
large amount of money. That money
can be procured only by working
conscientiously, loyally and patrioti-
cally for the country. This question
does not involve any party or any
religion. It involves the country, and
we must see how we can rule the
country best, bring about stability,
peace, progress and prosperity to our
people.

I believe, in Ceylon 31 per cent of
the national income is spent on public
servants. My good Friend, the hon.
Member for Colombo South (Mr.
Bernard Soysa) said that in the good
old.«days, in 1948, the figure was 50
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per cent or more. Those were the colo-
nial days. The governments of that
time cared nothing for the people,
their progress or development, but
spent money on public servants.
Today, with free education, with
larger and better health services, and
with growing industry and agri-
culture, more and more money has to
be spent in those fields. Less and less
money should be spent on the
Government Service. The proportion
should be much less.

In fact I went to the Library and
looked up the position in the United
Kingdom. In the British Budget only
seven and three quarter per cent is
spent on public servants. S0 _even
a highly developed country with a
large national income spends a very
small percentage on their public ser-
vice. That is the correct proportion.

Today, our national income is about
Rs. 3,000 million a year, and a large
percentage of this is in the form of
loans and aid. If you deduct the loans
and aid, you will find that even today
fifty per cent is going on the Public
Service. Of the moneys derived from
our revenue and from loans and aid,
and with the deficit that we created
in the course of our Budget, you will
find that fifty per cent is being paid
to the Public Service.

Now my good Friend the hon
Member for Yatiyantota said that
there was not a cent in the Treasury
And yet he wants the Government to
be generous and give another Rs. 220
million. It is not going to come from
the pockets of Mr. Dudley Senanayake
or Mr. J. R. Jayewardene. It is the
people’s money. The people require
the money. Their need is greater than
that of the public servants. Unfortu-
nately this is so. We sympathize with
the public servants and their needs.
Many of our relations and friends are
public servants. We would like them
to get a better salary. but how are
we going to run this Government if
we are going to spend such a large
sum of money on the Public Service?
I am surprised that my good Friends
from the other side, the economists
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and so on, should make such silly
mistakes.

Recently in France there was a
strike. The Government was almost
collapsing. General de Gaulle went to
the country and he won the election
very, very handsomely. That means a
few people, a comparatively few
people, can bring a government
down, whereas the majority of the
people are for the government and
for sober security measures.

So, in this country too a few gov-
ernment servants can do the same
thing, aided and abetted, protected
and advised by certain elements who
are out to seek power. Power seeking
elements, great upstarts, political up-
starts also, are trying to create chaocs
and bring the country to ruin. They
do not care what happens to the
country.

I was speaking to the Hon. Minister
of Public Works, Posts and Telecom-
munications. He was telling me that
only certain services of his depart-
ments were declared essential ser-
vices. I said that the whole of the
Public Works Department should be
considered an essential service
because today we are making a very
great drive towards develoment. The
P. W. D. is a very large department
with people engaged in the building
of roads, bridges, and so on. If the
clerks in the office do not work, the
work in the provinces remains un-
attended. I have some very urgent
work in my constituency which is
being held up because the clerks are
not working and the papers do not
go up. Unless the administration is
quick and effective, the work cannot
20 on. The technical men cannot do
their work. So every government
department should be considered as
being really essential to the develop-
ment of the country.

Mr. Speaker, the government ser-
vices are not for the government
servants but for the people. TIF
they fail to do their work, they deny
their services to the people. It is not
a strike against the Government ; It is
a strike against the people, aided and
abetted by the Opposition leaders.
They are the enemies of the people.
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I referred to the elections in
France. After he had won the general
election, General de Gaulle in a
moment of generosity or perhaps
weakness gave increased wages.
What was the result ? Before he
could think of arranging proper
financial measures to meet it—he
had awarded them increased wages—
France which was perhaps the most
economically powerful country in
Europe suddenly became very weak.
The franc is going down.—[Interrup-
tion.] We do not want your silly old
economic theories. You are the man
who is misleading these poor public
servants and trying to bring about
chaos in this country. France which
was having perhaps the most stable
and prosperous economy in Europe,
is today in a very bad position. Why ?
Firstly, because of the recent strikes,
and secondly, because of the wage
increases given without making a
proper assessment. Today, France is
faced with financial difficulties. Is
that what you are trying to do to this
country ?

I read an article in which the writer
gives his views as to why England is
going down economically. Quite
correctly, the writer shows that it is
due to the growth of false trade
unionism which thinks that it is the
be all and end all of every-
thing, without improving and
strengthening the economy of the
country. We have to consider what is
the future of trade unionism in this
country. Are you going to have trade

unionism which is for the bene-
fiti s lof  the = ‘counfry? = Trade

unions must have nothing to do with

political parties. Look at the trade
union federations that are on strike :
Public Service Workers’ Trade Union
Federation (C. 2 Moscow),
G.W.T.U F (L.S.S. P.).Sri Lanka
Rajyaseva Vurtiya Samithi Sam-
melanava (S. L. F. P)). Trade unions
should have nothing to do with
political parties.
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Hw Y. OO, eweddl
(serplg erer. orib. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perero)

Why did you not mention the
trade unions of the Federal Party ?

eoDemndw BNOBNDBY
(Qr&L_it BT pTser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Government servants should have
nothing to do with politics. I remem-
ber a very energetic police officer who
was doing very good work during
the riots in Amparai. He was asked
by a ‘friend, " Are you mot ‘&
Sinhalese ?” And what was his
reply ? He said, “I am not a Sinha-
les or a Tamil or a Burgher. I am a
police officer. ” Likewise, governmenit
servants should have nothing to do
with politics as far as their duties are
concerned. What do you find in this
country ? Government servants
have become supporters of political
parties. This must stop, and public
servants must have trade unions
purely for trade purposes.

I say that certain of the demands
put forward by the striking unions
are not trade union demands. The
demand for an increase of Rs. 40 is a
trade union demand, however absurd
it may be. But the demand for with-
drawal of all punishment imposed on
public servants who participated in
the one day strike of January 8th,
1966, is not such a demand. The
January 8th strike was not a trade
union strike ; it was a purelv political
strike engineered by the Opposition
who did not want the Government
to give minimum justice to the Tamil
language. They got their stooges in
government service to strike. That
was completely outside the province
of trade unionism.

Then there is another demand : 3
pledge from the Government that no
government department will he
made a corporation hereaftor. Tf this
Government or anv other govern-
mentidecides to make any depart-
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ment a corporation, surely, that is
government policy. It may be desir-
able and feasible. If so, it is a ques-
tion of government policy, and trade
unions have no business in that
matter. It is—I will not say imperti-
nence—foolish and ridiculous
nonsense for trade unions to think
that they can dictate government
policy.

Sir, we must consider the future of
our country. Are we to allow the
trade unions to slow down develop-
ment as the trade unions in France
have done to some extent ? We are a
developing country; we are rising
up and everybody must co-operate
to build a better Lanka, and that is a
matter where language, caste or
creed does not enter into the picture.

&. on. 6.22

s OsY. I8, cuedh

(s flG erer. erib. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Speaker, one question that I
would like to ask the hon. Member
for Nallur (Dr. Naganathan) is
whether he is not the president of a
union of workers in the estates.

8Dk THABNDBY

(QLr&Lii prspTser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

It is a trade union.
political trade union.

It is not a

afed. @d Ve DL MdrNwD Do,
(8. eri). gyi. Lwow LIGRTL_IT T [5IT &S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Apparently he is not a politician.

@l S5Y. 28, euels
(smﬁg erar. ortp. QuUCTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He has ceased to be a politician.
He is more an opportunist.

ceDemnBw BNOBNDBY
(QLr&L_iT BB Ser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I am not a political opportunist like
you.
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mBe Oy, O, cwedd
(soor @ erar. erwb. QUGCTIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not intend to follow him.

There is only one matter on which
I agree with the Member for Nallur.,
It is desirable to have a public service
that is satisfied.

I have limited time and I want to
concentrate on one or two points.

Before that I should like to dis-
pose of the question of the 21
demands. Unfortunately the hon.
Member who raised it is not here but
I would say this for the purpose of
record. I wish to mention the fact
that I did not run away from those
demands. In the course of my
Budget Speech I said this.

“A word about the 21 demands put
forwara by the Joint Committee of Trade
Unions would not be out of place. Some
of the demands I have already given
effect to in this Budget. Much no doubt
remain. Of what remains, like the
political rights of Government servants
which do not involve any financial out-
lay, I would do my best to implement
early within the course of this year. In
regard to those which involve financial
commitments, I hope to provide some
satisfaction as the financial situation
improves. ”’

aér D5 BN

(Qserra aaref) priiss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)
There you are.

HhBe Y. DO, exuedb

(a;m)n'/ﬁ’@ erer. erid. QuUGrmir)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Listen :

“ Indeed, if the finance improve, as I
hope ana expect, as a result of better
co-operation and greater efficiency,
shall seriously consider the implement-
ation of the Wilmot Perera Report with
suitable changes and modifications.

The Coalition Government has every
desire to fulfil its obligations to the
working class of Ceylon.—[OFFICIAL
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May I say this? I took up duties
on 1lth June 1964, and I had to
present a budget within a matter of
six weeks. No person could expect
a human being to recast a budget
entirely during that period. I intro-
duced specific legislation to get the
money required for the purpose of
implementing a good portion of the
21 demands. Not one of those finan-
cial measures was introduced. After
that the Government went out of
office. It was the duty of this
Government to continue from that
position and carry on, and that is
what the public servants have been
asking. They waited for nearly four
years to get this. That is why they
say at long last, “ We cannot wait
any longer.” That is the point I
want to make.

I do not think it is our purpose to
discuss here the rights and wrongs
of the strike. We would be wasting a
good deal of time if we did so. What
I want to do is to appeal to the
Prime Minister to bear in mind that
the unions do have a case. The
Prime Minister was good enough to
meet the unions concerned and he
was satisfied that they had a genuine
grievance, that they had a case. The
Prime Minister told the unions, “I
cannot meet your demands imme-
diately. I will meet them in good
time. I have set up a salaries com-
mission which will go into the matter
and I have asked the commission to
report within six months. You may
not agree ; others may agree.”

ad 2. 8. e
&Né G &B)

(Q@erres erih. o,

(808® o»

LIeRTL_T—6fHeuFTis,
e MG 9YDIDFFI )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)

What is your view ?

Hrnde Y. 8. cuedb

(561);7"&9‘5} erer. erib. QuIGTrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I personally think they have a case.
All that I am saying is this. The
Hon. Prime Minister felt that they
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had a case. The workers felt, “We

cannot wait for six months ; we are
trying to utilize the only bargaining
power we have as trade unions to
get our demands.” When a union
strikes, I do not believe they
expect a hundred per cent satisfac-
tion of all their demands. There is
always a give and take in this
matter. They would have been pre-
pared to consider a reasonable
adjustment. I am ready to believe
that. I am not speaking on their
behalf. This is my own feeling on
the matter. Perhaps they would be
prepared to accept some sort of
settlement short of the Rs. 40 that
they have been asking for.

The Prime Minister says, “Please
wait for six months.” Do I under-
stand that the position of the Prime
Minister is that the commission
is likely to provide for an increase
of salaries ?

&L DY BNy
(Qzerres euered pritss )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

That is the purpose of the com-
mission.

@A VY. OO, euedd
(s@rpE erer. erb. QuCrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Minister of Finance says that
the purpose of the commission is
that ; they will make adjustments
upwards. According to the Minister
of Finance also, the Wilmot Perera
Commission recommendations are
unsatisfactory today because they
do not meet the present situation.
There is no provision in your Budget
at the present moment for any
increase of salaries. Therefore you
are trying to say that within six
months you will provide some supple-
mentary provision for an increase of
salaries if recommended by the
Salaries Commission. Is it wrong
for them to assume therefore that
they should be given some sort of
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satisfaction now as a result of
negotiations ? All that they did by
virtue of their strike was to force
the bargaining position that they
had.

ad 98, 8. ek
(Q@orres 6rLb. Lo LIGRTL_IT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

No, no.

fp’a@a?}cﬁ Y. 8. cuedd
(sodr & erer. orp. QuGrmir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why do you say, “ No, no 29~ The
Minister of State never for a moment
said that there were any political
intentions in this strike. I leave aside
the Minister of Education. I leave
aside his statement. Obviously it is
a pity that we cannot provide some
education for the Minister of Educa-
tion. I have never seen a more
ignorant man speaking in this House.
Honestly, I am quite surprised that

this individual has been placed in
charge of the culture of this country.

That is all T can say about it.

But that is not my point at the
present moment. I want to appeal
to the Hon. Prime Minister. The
Minister of Education read from
some reports about some sabotage
on the railway lines. It is wvery
surprising that the police do not
know about this. Let me read from
‘;hé “PDaily News ” a report of the

“ The I.G.P. said that instances of law-
lessness during this last nine days of the
strike has been low. It would appear
that the strikers have striven to keep
within the law.”’——

This is what the I. G. P. says:

—“Tor instance, he said, when over a
thousand Port Commission employees
who reported for work after the deadline
on the Poya Day were told that they
were deemed to have vacated their posts
under the Essential Services Order they
left peacefully.” ’

5 @5 WE®

360

o @

skl e O S8 DBEm®

I can cite instances of police high-
handedness. | am reading from the.
“ Times of Ceylon ” of the 6th:

“Police

had only five complaints—
1L.G.P.”

By and large, with such a large
number of strikers involved, there
has been a comparatively peaceful
strike.

aé 98, &. DL
(Q@erres Grib. to. LIGHNLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

That is as a result
measures taken.

of the

B 95, OO. cwedd
(serflG) Grer. Grib. GuGrmTir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Are you saying that the strikers
could not have done damage ? Are
you saying that with over a lakh of
strikers in this country all your
police officers are able to look after
them, or that the strikers cannot do
any damage if they want to. Please
let us be honest and fair by our-
selves. By and large there has been
a peaceful strike and it is a strike
for a. specific purpose—for an
improvement of their conditions.
Surely it is not too much to ask this
Government to meet them halfway.

Discuss with them. Why are you
taking up the position that you must
dismiss them ? The Hon. Prime
Minister—I do not know, I am going
on newspaper reports—had appa-
rently at the group meeting of the
Government Party taken up a very
reasonable attitude. But I read a
bad report of what the Prime
Minister is supposed to have said at
Balapitiya. He is reported to have
said there that he was going to
dismiss 6,000 people.

aé RRVE o BNBNGD
(Qeorrar 1 ofl Ceeypruss)
(The Hon. Dualey Senanayake)
I"did'not say that.
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Gl Y. 8. cuedsd
(soorplg erar. erd. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am very glad to have that assur-
ance from the Hon. Prime Minister
because I do not think he is capable
of making such a statement.

a& WRE oed 505N
(Qsorrey 1 ofl Caeypriss)
(The Hon. Dualey Senanayake)
They dismissed themselves.

ande I5Y. I, csedbh
(srfl@ erer. erih. Qulrarir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Even then, Mr. Prime Minister,
you will appreciate that thousands of
skilled workers are out. Surely, you
cannot possibly carry on without the
skilled people in the Railway
Running Shed, for instance.

& S8wem G

(Qsarrar FRuGsra)

(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

That is what you are told. You
are wrong.

e Y. 8. ouedd
(a;a).'r,agf’@ erar. erth. QuUGTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Can you not keep him quiet for a
moment ? I have already dealt with
him and I do not want to start deal-
ing with him again.

o S8wemcE’E

(Qa@erren mAluGsraem)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

I was not here. I would have
dealt with you.—[Interruption]. His
whole technique is now a failure.

aHndw DnY. IO. cweBs
(5@&&9.@ erer. erib. Qulrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am prepared to admit that police
technique has also changed since you
left the Police Force.
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(Qaerres mfluGsraw)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

That is true.

@dew DuY. 9O, cuedd
(sorflE erer. ertb. QuCrair)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am placing a particular point of
view before the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter. I want him to consider this
aspect of the matter. In point of
fact when the Public Security Act
was amended in 1959 special provi-
sion was made to the effect that
where there is a genuine economic
strike for economic betterment of the
workers, the Essential Services Order
should not operate.

a& RAE e 3N
(Qaserreas 1" of] @E@g_mnue%&)
(The Hon. Dualey Senanayake)

That is for Part III.

aDée oY, 8. cueds
(sorflG erer. ertd. Qulrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We had a discussion on this. That
was at the time of the late Prime
Minister Mr. Bandaranaike. We pro-
ister Mr. Bandaranaike. We pro-
tested. In point of fact we were
carried out bodily from this House
in protest. Nevertheless, the Prime
Minister then gave us an assurance
that it was never intended to use
this Essential Services Order where
there was a genuine strike purely on-:
economic demands.

OG RRVE ot NN
(Qaorrar 1 ofl Co@ypruigas)
(The Hon. Duadley Senanayake)

Thatiois for Part III.
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@ne O5Y. 0. ewedd
(srfl G erer. erib, QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Exactly. Therefore, in this parti-
cular case, you could not even by a
stretch of imagination consider this
anything but an economic strike.

ol o 0gs

(Qaorres 19CTIBSTF )

(The Hon. Premadasa)

The Essential Services Order was
used against a number of strikes.

e sy, O8. cwedd

(seorflE erar. orth. QuUGrrrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister of State referred
1o the one case where the engineers
in the Electrical Department dra-
gooned the Government.

aé ey Qg

(Qaorres 190 ST )

(The Hon. Premadasa)

There were several strikes. For
instance, doctors, harbour workers

@28 9. 2. esedd

(s flG erer. erik. QuGrmir)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Doctors were not forced to work at
the point of the bayonet.

@& e g

(Qzerres 19C T GTS )

(The Hon. Premadasa)

Why not ? You wanted that done.

&8s OuY. OO. cwedds
(sorfG erer. erb. QUGTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I wanted that done ? Certainly I
wanted to wuse strong measures
against doctors for specific reasons—
for the same reason that we have
asked the attendants never to think
of striking. The attendants were
thinking of coming out on strike.
We have appealed to them over and
over again not to think of striking,
for the same reason—to save the
lives of the patients.
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The Hon. Minister of State did not
mention the number of cases where
the late Prime Minister Mr. Banda-
ranaike, faced with the tremendous
strike of government servants just
before the Rs. 17.50 was conceded,
negotiated while the workers were
on strike. I myself went before the
Cabinet and negotiated on behalf of
the workers; that resulted in the
grant of the Rs. 17.50 by way of a
special allowance. Therefore, do
not look at only certain aspects of

this.

o 2RE @td BNBNGWY
(QaorTau L af @E@)gmuéa)
(The Hon. Dualey Senanayake)
I have negotiated.

@B Y. 8. 65658

(8T f G GreT. GTLb. QuGrarr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I know, I am prepared to admit it.
And quite rightly too. Each matter
has to be considered on its merits
and in this particular case I am
satisfied that the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter would again speak to these people
and try to meet them half way and
bring them back.

aé S8wemC G

(Qsorras mfluGarae)
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

How reasonable you are ?

8o duY. O8. el

(soor 5§ erer. ertb. QuBmrmrir)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Of course, I am reasonable. I am
always reasonable. That is some-
thing which is foreign to you. What
can you do with a gentleman like
that? I do not want to be side-
tracked.

Here is a major issue. There are
still thousands of people on strike
who are members of the United
National Party. Mr. Santha Loku-
pitiya, Mr. Jayasundera, and so on,
are all members of U.N.P. trade
unions., Are you seriously saying
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that these people are out to sabotage
your Government ? They have a
genuine grievance. Surely, you are
capable of meeting them, discussing
the matter with them, and coming to
certain terms ?

That is my appeal to the Govern-
ment. It is no wuse considering
various economic factors, and so on.
I do think that this matter can be
settled in this way, and that is my
appeal to the Hon Prime Minister.

g. o 6.38

a& WRVE ot NG
(Qezorres i ofl Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I am gratified at the tone of the
speeches that have been made on this
very important issue. In fact. nobody
really wants violence and a show-
down. We must all be concerned
about the good of the country and
the welfare of the community.
Therefore, I shall reply in a similar
tone. This is not an occasion for
polemics or for scoring debating
points over hon. Members who have
already spoken.

Let wus realize that whatever
government is in power it is the duty
of that government to ensure to the
people it governs a certain amount
of protection against the denial of
the essential services they are en-
titled to. The Hon. Minister of State
has dealt in his speech with the
circumstances that prompted him to
take the steps he did. I think no
hon. Member, whether he be on this
side or on that side of the House,
can, if he really examines his con-
science, criticize the steps that the
Hon. Minister of State, acting as the
head of the Government at that
time, took to ensure the greater good
of the community at large in the
situation he was faced with at that
moment. I shall deal with further
aspects of it during the course of
my speech.

I want to say a word about the
speech of the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne)., He
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quoted extracts from some paper. |
was wondering what this paper was,
and what this article was that he was
reading. I questioned the hon.
Member, and he said that he was
quoting from an article written by
him and published, of all papers, in
a paper called “ Aththa”. The first
thing that came to my mind when
he was making those pontifical quo-
tations was: this is a person who
has been Minister of Finance! That
is all I asked myself.

To argue that the economic
situation of the country has
deteriorated, what does he take as an
instance ? That the debt position
is worse. That is his criterion to
judge that the economic situation has
deteriorated. That is his own article.
Very proud about his article !

I need not go into the falsity of
that claim made by the hon. Mem-
ber for Kolonnawa. However, he
also made some other statements
about the price of rice, and he
found that he was quoting the price
of rice which was £ 67 to con-
tradict the price of rice I quoted
which was £68. That is all I
wish to say about his speech, but
before I go any further I want to
emphasize the fact that this is no
struggle between the public servants
and the Government. If it was so,
how can there be thousands and
thousands of public servants who
did not strike? In fact the wvast
majority of the public servants did
not strike. So, let us not consider
the whole Public Service was sym-
pathetic towards the attitude taken
by those public servants on strike
and that they were out for a struggle
against the Government as such.

Therefore, I wish at the wvery
outset to express the appreciation
and the gratitude of the Government
to those public servants who refused
to take this false step realizing the
circumstances in which the country
is placed, realizing the fact that we
are just coming out of a terrible and
difficult economic situation, and also
realizing the fact that though they
may be suffering the people at large
may besuffering even more. Reali-
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zing all those facts they were—some
of them—prepared to wait.

I shall show in the course of my
speech that the endeavour to ap-
point a salaries commission was
never an endeavour to shelve the
issue. If it was, I would not have
sent for the commissioners and told
them, “I want an interim report on
this question im six months.” Why
six months ? It is because I wanted
the Minister of Finance to consider
it when he is drawing up the next
Budget. That is why I wanted it in
six months—six months would be
by about May the latest, and it
would give him enough time to con-
sider and incorporate any proposal
that the commission might make.
But what was I faced with ? The
hon. Member for Yatiyantota made
a very reasonable speech.—[Inter-
ruption]. I am telling you what I
was faced with as a result of their

attitude. They said, “No! Nothing
but our one hundred per cent
demand.” They thought, “ This is a

struggle that we must launch out
now.” I did not want to have a
struggle.

aéy Oy Holewwy
(QzerTar cﬁ,)}ru’ﬁ-fﬁ'rg}gﬁufr @@mﬁf)

(An hon. Member)

They asked for an interim pay-
‘ment ?

ad RARE 9 NBZNGD
(Qzerras L afl CFE)priisEs)
(The Hon. Dualey Senanayake)

Nobody suggested anything else.
That was the attitude taken up by
them. There was no compromise.
They wanted nothing but that
demand. I think those people acted
most unreasonably. Certainly, they
did not act in the interests of those
they were supposed to represent.
And was there anything that the
‘Government could have considered
when that section who were sup-
posed to be leading their unions took
up an attitude of that nature ?

Bewldn O5IE ew VE®
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Then again, I am also thankful to
those who after a short while rea-
lized the gravity and the falsity of
the step that was taken and returned
to work before the deadline. I am
most thankful to them, and the
community should be grateful to
them. I am also thankful and grate-
ful to the police and the other
forces, the security forces, the army,
navy, and the other defence forces,
for the manner in which they con-
ducted themselves. There may
have been an instant here or there,
but hon. Members must admit that
the officers conducted themselves
most admirably in tackling the
whole situation.

There have been strikes before.
They have had to meet situations of
this nature before. But I do not
think that you can say that on any
previous occasion the people who
were entrusted with this duty con-
ducted themselves in a better way
than they did on this occasion. Also
I am very grateful to the public for
the manner in which they appre-
ciated the problem and responded on
this issue. I wonder whether the
Opposition would like to take this
issue to the people.

ande 95Y. Q. cwedd
(soor G erer. erib. QUGTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, why not ? We have already
done so.

oy RRE o NN
(Qaorrer L of Q@) pTi&S)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Let me tell them that they are
living in a fool’s paradise.

@B O5Y. 9. eweld
(soor G erar. erib. QUEGTIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
That is all right.
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(Qserres (1" of Coreypriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Whatever position you may have
had, you have lost considerably by

this. Do you know what the opinion
of the public is ?

NG HOMGEs

(Qzerreu &G FITF )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)

Even the hawkers are with us.

@l 25Y. DO, emeds
(soorfG erer. orwb. QUGTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Naturally, they are always with
you.

oG VIE et NG
(Gaerrer L ofl Coreypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Now I will get on to what the
Government has done up to now. It
is very necessary because some of
the people have been talking of the
cost of living rising. I am not ques-
tioning that fact. I have dealt with
that problem more than once. I
have admitted that fact.

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
read a quotation from his speech. I
should Iike to repeat the quotation.
He said a word or two about the 21
demands quite correctly, but when
it came to the financial implications
of those matters—

ade Y. 8. cueds
(seor B 5 erer. erib. QuUICTar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I read it.

oG RRVE ot 505N
(Qazorra i ofl Caepriuss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

But I would like to read it again.
It is the same advice I would like to
give the strikers, the advice you
gave them. I would not want to
add one more word to what you told
them :

“In regard to those which involve
ﬁnancxal_commltments, I hope to provide
some satisfaction as the finanpial situation
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improves. Indeed if the finances
improve, as I hope and expect, as a result
of better co-operation and greater effi-
ciency, I shall seriously consider the
implementation of the Wilmot Perera
Report with suitable changes and modifi-
cations. ”—[OrriciAL. Report, 30th July
1964 ; Vol. 56, c. 1697.]

I have told them more than you
told them.

&8 Y. 8. eueds
(seor Bl erer. erib. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
After three years.

D& DRE ot BN NG

(Qaerras ofl Coreypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

You gave them no hope at all, and
yvou were talking about improving
the financial situation. I had to face
a worse financial situation—you
must admit that—than you faced in
1964.

Hnde dzY. DO, cwelo
(sar 55 erar. orth. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But you have produced no legisla-
tion to improve the finances.

0 RE o MmN D
Raerres L afl CFepriiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I want to inform hon. Members of
this House that the Wilmot Perera
Report was out in 1961. What hap-
pened ? It was possible from 1962
to 1964 to take some action on that
report. Hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota, what did you do? I do not
blame you alone. What did any of
you do on that report ? And if you
implemented that report it meant
only Rs. 60 million more. And what
did you say ? You wanted them to
work harder. I also want them to
work harder. And “ with greater
efficiency ”. I also want them to
work harder with greater efficiency.
You told them to give more co-
operation. I also want a little more
co-operation. And then, you said
ven, will consider. T said I will take
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a step. That is the difference. I
fixed a target—in six months. I do
not know who advised these people
to launch out on this strike. At
least I do not think you would have
been so foolish.

@h8e 25Y. 8. cuedd
(ser Bl 5 erer. erib. QuGrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They have met you on your own.
—[Interruption].

oG RDE ot NN
(Qserrar 11 afl Caepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Has there been a more ridiculous
strike than this ? You would never
have advised them to do this.

@ndw OzY. . cxedl
(sor B erer. ertb. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They are union demands,
union decisions.

and

aé DRE o 2NBNWED
(Qazarres L L ofl CEepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

No. Now, in the light of a worse
financial situation that we faced,
the hon. Member for Kolonnawa was
talking about the financial situation,
the deterioration that set in since
we took office—how adversely the
balance of payments turned against
us, compared to 1965 which was
certainly not a boom year for us. In
1966 and 1967 we lost Rs. 530
million in exchange. And we were hit
the other way too ; the price of rice
in the international markets doubled.
He was quoting the wrong year’s
fisures and his own article in the
“ Aththa ” paper. The editor is now
facing something after telling some
boru about me.

What is the truth about the
price of rice ? The Minister of Agri-
culture and Food bought rice in 1965
for £37 a ton. For how much is he
buying now ? Between £70 and
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£ 80—more than double. Whilst on
the one hand we lost Rs. 530 million
in the two years, in exchange, by the
falling price of tea and rubber alone,
on the other hand we had to pay
almost double for our rice. He goes
and quotes the total amount paid
and says there has not been any pro-
duction! Even then, we have paid
less even though the price of rice
had doubled according to his own
quotation. We have spent less on
rice.

I do net think there 55 3
difference of opinion as regards the
increase in production. As far as I
can see the difference is in regard to
the quantum. If the hon. Member
for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne)
thinks that there has been no increase
in production let him come round
with me and meet the goviyas. They
will tell him whether production has
increased or decreased.

If there is any section of the people

that saved the country it is the
farmers. All honour to them. If
they did not during those two years
produce that extra rice, which we
would otherwise have had to buy,
there would have been a hundred to
a thousand deaths by starvation in
this country, for we did not have the
exchange to buy the rice at double
the price.

Is it fair, is it just, is it patriotic,
when the country is moving out of
the desperate financial position in
which it was placed—let us noet go
into the reasons for that situation;
you have one version and we have
another—for a section of the country
to ask for an immediate wage
increase and stab the nation in the
back in this manner ? That is the
question I put to reasonable men
whether they be on this side of the
House or on that side.

But placed in that difficult situation
what did this Government do?
Without any demands on the part of
the trade unions, in the 1967 Budget
the Minister of TFinance gave a


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

393

dded etfdm B DBEHw
special allowance. Then again, with-
out any struggle on the part of the
trade unions, the Government
granted another allowance on devalu-
ation, Those two allowances alone
cost the Government an extra Rs. 125
million. And if you want facts and
figures I can read to you a little more
intelligently than the hon. Member
for Kolonnawa (Mr. Ilangaratne), the
Report of the Central Bank for 1967,
Those figures will certainly prove
that the real wages of all sections of
ihe Public Service have improved. I
have the report with me and I can
give you the indices of real wages. I
think I know it almost by heart now.
Look at Table 43 of the Central Bank
Report for 1967. You have there the
real wage indices of all classes.

What else did this Government
do ? I found that sufficient consider-
ation and attention was not being
given to trade union matters by the
Treasury. More than once, when
matters came up to me on represen-
tations made by trade union leaders,
I found that they could have been
easily disposed of if sufficient atten-
tion and consideration had been
given at Treasury level. I asked the
Hon. Minister of Finance to depute
his Parliamentary Secretary to spend
a major part of his time attending to
the demands of these trade unions
and to see to what extent we can
accede to their requests. It is a long
list. I have not publicized that list.
But it meant a further Rs. 50 million
as a result of the action he had taken.

Then there was the Anomalies
Report. We did not wait, and we are
not waiting, till the Anomalies Com-
mittee finalizes its proceedings. As
they report on each department, the
Hon. Minister of Finance puts up a
recommendation to the Cabinet and
it is automatically accepted. That,
when it is over, will cost almost Rs. 25
million more.

So this Government during its
tenure of office, although the cost of
living has increased, has given in
allowances Rs. 125 million and as a
result of matters looked into by the
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Parliamentary Secretary another
Rs. 50 miliion, totalling Rs. 175 mil-
lion; and when the Anomalies
Report is implemented there will be
an expenditure of another Rs. 25
million, making it Rs. 200 million in
all. The Wilmot Perera Commission
Report meant only Rs. 60 million.

Was that all ? In his last Budget
the Hon. Minister of Finance gave
tax reliefs to certain sections—the
lower income groups. Of course, it
will be effective next year.

That is what this Government has
done in financial circumstances more
difficult than the circumstances the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota was
placed in. I did not tell them, “ Work
harder ”. I did not tell them, “ Show
me greater efficiency ”. I did not tell
them, “ Give me greater co-opera-
tion”. And I did not tell them, “I
might consider it ”.

After having done all this, what
did I tell them ? I told them we have
not had the Budget for the current
year operating for two months yet
and I do not want to disturb that
Budget now. The next Budget will
be our last Budget unless, of course,
you succeed in turning us out be-
fore that—and you have spoilt your
chances by this. I am in half a mind
to go to the polls on this issue, and I
know what the reply of the country
will be.

Hnle IuY. DO, cueddh
(serplg erer. erib. QuGrmm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We will take the chance.

NG RRE o NBNGED
(Qaserren 1 ofl Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

What I told them was that a
government has to govern for the
whole country. The public servants
are no doubt an important section of
the country, but we have a popula-
tion of almost 12 million and the

public servants comprise only 3
lakhs.
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( ,@@ Q& Lnedr )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Their families also. About a million
with their families.

aé VG o 5NBNGD
(Quorres Lt ofl Co@prusgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

All right, one million. Make it two.
They may have unknown families
also. So make it even five. Still, the
rest form the majority. It is the duty
of the Hon. Minister of Finance,
when framing his Budget, to take
into account all sections of the popu-
lation. That was my reply. I also
said that the Salaries Commission
had promised to furnish their report
within six months—in time for the
Hon. Minister of Finance to consider
it when preparing his Budget. 1 got
a foul reply. I never really expected
that reply. I was trying to be con-
ciliatory, and I was very disappointed
at the reply I got. I am not charg-
ing you with advising them about
the reply—I do not know who led
them—but I do not think you have
gained in this Debate by throwing
in your lot with that demand.
Certainly not. It was gross injus-
tice to have insisted on that demand
at this moment without considera-
tion for the rest of the population of
this country. “ We shall have our
extra Rs. 223 million or nothing ” !
That was the reply, and mind you,
that Rs. 220 odd million represents
only the government servants and
Local Government Service employees.
What about the corporations ? What
about the private sector ?

You know very well, when we gave
the devaluation allowance what was
the attitude of the plantation wor-
kers ? You remember, the plantation
workers were to launch out a strike
in December 1967. I remember the
exact date—it was the 19th of
December. Some of your followers
thought they could hitch themselves
to that bandwagon, and got caught.

What of that? With great reluc-
tance, by making certain concessions
to the plantation workers;itheygreat
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majority of them were made to call
off their strike, and Mr. Aziz and all
were left high and dry. But I should
like to remind workers generally, as
1 have claimed before and claim
again, that without any request this
is the first government that used
emergency laws to compel employers
to pay a higher wage to workers in
the private sector on account of
devaluation.

Now about these demands. The
main demands are these: a minimum
basic wage, and of course there was
the January 8th matter. That is not
all. There were demands within de-
mands. Firstly, there was a demand
that technical people should get a
hundred per cent more than clerical
servants ; that the basic wage, for ins-
tance of those Ilike the technical
assistants in the Irrigation Depart-
ment, must be 100 per cent more or
double that of the clerical servants.

They were all together when they
were making the demands. I asked, do
you agree to that because the Es. 220
odd million does not contain that de-
mand ? What was the reply ? “ We
the clerical servants do not mind
that provided we get what we want. &
But what happens next ?

The next is the demand that comes
naturally. It must come: “ We were
on an equal footing with the technical
people ; they have been given this
now, therefore we must get a raise.”
Then there was another demand by
another lot. They said, “ Who are
these clerical servants ? "—these are
not my words, I do not consider them
as such. They said “c®@ =&Y »®
SBed £5. . x " That was their refer-
ence to the clerical servants. It is
the skilled workers who said this:
“ Who are these clerical servants. We
spend a certain amount of time
acquiring a skill in something—
c® D& s 8Bdy Do 61edB. "
These were their own words.

Now that is not taken into account
in this Rs. 220 million odd. Their was
a 100 per cent demand or nothing.
In fact I felt that one gentleman who
led. one of those deputations—I do
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not want to mention names—did not
come to discuss. I felt that
genuinely. I shall not say that of all
the others with whom I had discus-
sions. This person came not to find
a solution. If you want I shall men-
tion the name. From the way he
behaved I got the distinct impres-
sion that he came hoping for no
solution. Those are the people who
ruin the cause of those they choose
to lead.

Therefore I tell hon. Members of
this House that this is a strike called
out at a most unfortunate moment,
and this strike will not help this
country, its people or any section of
the people. A furtherance of this
strike in this manner can deteriorate
the economy of this country and that
deterioration of the economy can
very well make the task of the Minis-
ter of Finance most difficult when he
considers his next Budget or even
the recommendations of the Salaries
Commission. I am not saying this
as a threat. Hon. Members know
that it can happen.

Today the cultivators have got
ready their fields, probably to get the
biggest harvest ever, in the Maha
season. Some of the technical assis-
tants are on strike. Do they want to
kill the efforts of the cultivators who
have prepared their fields by not
giving them water ? Is that what they
want to do ? If that is so am I not
justified in saying that this is a
stab in the back, particularly to
the cultivators of this country ? I
therefore say that these strikers may
have been misled, and probably they
may have done so without an appre-
ciation of the full implications of
what they were doing. Therefore I
would appeal to them again, as a
last step, to reconsider the decision
they have made and come back so
that we may be able to do some
work.—[Interruption].

@B Den.

(5. Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Do you want to take them back ?
—[Interruption].

5 —&9 19635 (68/12)
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(Qserres L ofl Crempruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

There are others who do not come
under the Essential Services Order.
All do not come under the Essential
Services Order. For instance, the
clerical services do not come under
that—[Interruption]. They cannot
succeed in this strike. They can only
damage the economy and prevent a
betterment of their conditions in the
not too distant future.

a. o, 7.20

2w, 8. L Mmdrhwm Ow. (0dsw)

(8. eren. . LIGWITL_IT T 51T U1 &% &—aLbLIG )

(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake—Gampaha)
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ofd. @8, Ve’ DT NSNWD .
(Bqy. eris. gyr. L6 LIGRTL_T T BT ILI&S )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Mr. Speaker, after the participation
in the Debate by the Hon. Prime
Minister who claims to represent the
majority of the people of this cour-
try, and after the hon. Member for
Gampaha who represents the largest
electorate consisting of 700 million
people, I am almost nervous to speak
with only a bare majority of 16,000
votes in my electorate.

But I would like to say this. The
Debate itself seems to have moved
away from its original objective, The
Hon. Prime Minister stated that he
is perfectly satisfied that the strikers
were not politically motivated—that
is to say, they were not set up,
according to the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter, with the object of overthrowing
the Government, by -“anydpolitical
group in this country.

Bewldm 0535 7 VCH
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Well, if the Hon. Prime Minister is
so satisfied—and he seems to think
that the vast majority of public ser-
vants support him—well, then, why
these strong arm measures ? To that
the Hon. Prime Minister ended with
a quiet plea asking all public ser-
vants, carefully distinguishing those
who are not affected by the Essential
Services Order from those who are
offected : “Please return to work.”

Now, I do not know that it is much
of an argument for the Prime Min-
ister to say, “I think a small num-
ber of public servants are misled. So
I propose to divide them into two,
and destroy one section and offer re-
employment to another.” Sir, it is
an argument that does not make
sense. If he considers it a political
threat akin to a coup d’etat, or if he
considers that there is an attempt to
overthrow the State, I can under-
stand my Hon. Friend the Minister
of State wanting to resort to strong
arm measures.

Of course, there are coups and
coups, and we have had examples of
many. You find many examples,
many situations. The Hon. Minister
of State has a knack of saying
“What you do we can do better. 2
But what the Hon. Minister of State
should also remember is that bad
precedents have a tendency to be
followed. The Hon. Minister of State
should remember that some of the
precedents which he has been setting
rather ingloriously during his regime
might constitute precedents for the
future. We might find examples—

B30T DT MEBNGR &es.
(B @ BorGaur LIGHTL_IT T BT UI&S)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

We will not follow his examples.

ofe3. end. Desed e N .
(. eTir. QY. L-wow LIGHTL_IT T BTI&S)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Do not say that. What is wrong
with Udugama for the Hotels Cor-
poration ? What is wrong with Hon-
darauni for Salu Sala? What 15
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wrong with uneducated people, who
have not passed the J. S. L an
government corporations ? Let us
have them all. If you want a cata-
logue of these we can give them to
you. Why do you not appoint some
more polling agents to the Supreme
Court Bench? Why do you not
appoint anyone you like as a nomi-
nated Member of Parliament and
make him a senior silk ? These are
the typical examples. We can have
examples picked up at random. If
the Hon. Minister of State says,
“ Anything you can do we can do
better. ”

o& od. @8, FwdBam
(Caorrey Cag. oy spuieui wer)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I had no polling agent.

ofd. @d. Rwe AFWWSrNw oo,
(D@ et QYT L_usow LIGOT LT T 5T I & & )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Banaaranaike)

You had no contest to have a
polling agent. But the best part of it
is this: what was V. E. Perera
agent for then? V. E. Perera, the
Salu Sala man, was agent for what
that he was rewarded ? I mean, one
does not know. You create prece-
dents. Iam only trying to find paral-
lel situations and tell you what can
happen.—[Interruption]. If you want
names and examples I can give them.
These are all precedents to follow.
Please understand that.

The Hon. Prime Minister seems to
think that by presenting certain facts
of an economic character he has
solved the problem. Actually he has
not. He says for example that he is
expecting a bumper harvest in the
coming Maha crop. I wish him luck.
But the curious thing is that the food
production drive appears to be pro-
ducing bumper harvests in India and
Pakistan also.

How did that happen? Is it be-
cause the Hon. Prime Minister paid
a visit to India as Rama without his
Sita and engaged in a recent ballet
there ? Surely not. Surely it is not
because we have sent some govi
rajas to India who hIGEZeGEDAD

1968 ece @8 7
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touched a mammoty in their lives,
that the crop is going to increase in
India ?

How is it happening ? The mon-
soons are the same in the whole of
the Indian sub-continent and in
Ceylon. We are back to the weather
conditions again. And if there is
going to be a Maha crop of enor-
mously successful dimensions
throughout the length and breadth of
the Indian sub-continent, including
India and Pakistan, one finds it a
little difficult to believe that it is the
Hon. Prime Minister’s sole efforts
coupled with those of the govi-rajas
who went to India that are going to
produce these results. It must be a
little better than that.

The Hon. Prime Minister says,
“I am making fantastic efforts to im-
prove the economy.” He will not
look into causes. But if you stop to
examine the facts, what has actually
happened ? The Hon. Prime Minis-
ter’s efforts to improve the economy
have been a little lopsided and that is
the problem that affects the public
servant. One can see it from their
point of view.

Sir, you and I were not here when
this strike situation arose. You and
I were enjoying the salubrious
climate of the Bahamas along witn
Sam Wijesinha and Festus Perera.

DS BN

(FUrprisi oo ser )

(Mr. Speaker) =

You have forgotten the hon. Men.-
ber for Yatiyantota.

oA, @d. Rewed TTMEN6D .
(Bl oris. oy, Lwew LT TrpTLSs)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

And the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota. We were all there. So, the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota could
not have sponsored the strike. In
fact he could not even sponsor a
strike of the hotel staff in the Nassau
Bedch Hotel there in the Bahamas !
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But this is what I am trying to tell
you : there is no political motivation
behind this strike. The strikers are
up in arms on a very simple issue.
The Hon. Prime Minister’s efforts at
restoring the economy have resulted
in the rich getting richer and the poor
getting poorer. It is fantastic. The
Hon. Prime Minister says the culti-
vators are taking the brunt of the
effort to increase food production
and to improve the economy. Good.
But who are the ones who are doing
well ? The industrialists are doing
wonderfully well. The lawyers are
not doing too badly. The lawyers
have never gone on strike. Is that
not so, hon. Member for Kotte
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne) ?

2D BN D
(&L pruisi el &er)

(Mr. Speaker)

At least there is one lawyer I
know.

2fS. @d. Raid FTTNIsNGD .
(B erls. oyi. L wen LiehTL rTprusEs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandoranaike)

Yes, Sir, you will be surprised.
The doctors are not on strike—ask
the hon. Member for Nallur (Dr.
Naganathan)—except in  Jafina
where they admit they have a little
trouble, but not of a political charac-
ter. Their disease seems to be Dure-
iappah. Their only solution seems
to be not a solution, but a dissolu-
tion !

Whichever way you look at it,
there are sectors of the economy that
are doing wonderfully well—the new
lorry owners, including Members of
Parliament ; the new factory own-
ers ; the people who get the con-
tracts ; the people who get the lor-
ries ; the people who get commodi-
ties in short supply on preferential
terms ; the licence holders ; the ones
who are permitted to enter into deals
with Tatas to establish textile fac-
tories in this country—they are all

Bewldm @sI8 @eTG®
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doing marvellously well. Even the
estate owners are not doing badly.
Is not that so, hon. Member for
Attanagalla (Mrs. Sirimavo Bandara-
naike) ?

So everyone seems to be having a
wonderful time here, including the
house property owners. What do you
say, Hon. Minister of State? They
are all marvellously well off.

But when it comes to the public
servants, what are they told ? They
are told that they must realize that
in times of national crisis they must
pull their weight and wait for six
months longer till things get better.

Now, this is a curious situation.
Precedents are quoted. The Wilmot
Perera Salaries Commission cost
Rs. 60 million in 1961. And who was
the Finance Minister who refused to
implement it ? Who was that wicked
Finance Minister who refused to im-
plement it ? I think it was myseli,
the Member for Dompe. Wretched
man! And what happened ? True,
it was not implemented.

Take the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota, Minister of Finance in 1964. He
said, “ Work harder for our larder.
You will have to wait a bit. I will
implement what I can.”

The Prime Minister says: “With-
out waiting for anything I gave them
a devaluation allowance.” Let us
take this argument and examine it.

There is a world of difference—if
I may quote the hon. Member for
Nallur (Dr. Naganathan) who has
disappeared to lick his wounds after
Jaffna—there is a world of difference
between the advice that De Gaulle
was given and the course of action
that De Gaulle took. He was advised
by the World Bank to devalue the
franc. De Gaulle decided not fo
devalue the franc but to uphoid the
value of the franc against American
pressures and the American threat of
the dollar to undermine his econoemy
for the crime of having bought gold
to retaliate against the U.S. Now,
when De Gaulle decided to maintain
the value of the franc in France, he
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was virtually deciding that he was
going to hold to the value of his
currency at all costs.

It was the same decision that was
taken by the Sri Lanka Fredom Party
Government in 1961. We were
determined to hold the value of the
rupee—not, by governmental action,
to reduce it. That was the decision.

The result was that the cost of
living between 1956 and 1962 never
fluctuated even on the index by more
than five points. From 100 to 105
was the maximum variation—a 5 per
cent change in the value of currency
in relation to 1952, the base year.

I am not saying that the index is
perfect, but certainly the cost of
living was nothing like it has become
now when by governmental action
the Prime Minister, consciously and
deliberately, three times in the
course of 1966 to 1968, two financial
years, completely destroyed thz
purchasing power of the rupee in the
hands of fixed wage-earners. Can he
deny it ? A 20 per cent devaluation,
approximately another 20 per cent on
top of that through FEECs which no
one is exempt from except the
“Sitas” who remain in Ceylon,
whom “Rama” did not bring back
here but whom he refuses to send
away—the  “Thondaman  Sitas”.
They are going to be allowed to go
back without FEECs. Personally,
we will be prepared to send them,
with or without FEECs, so long as
they go. That is our request.

On top of that, the rice ration was
reduced by half. The Prime Minister,
who brought down a Finance
Minister in a former government on
the very argument, is trying to make
a virtue out of the fact that he cut
the rice ration, and now theoretically
computes an index of a 122 on the
argument that everybody eats one
measure of rice free and does not eat
a single grain more! And that is
how the index is calculated.

In real terms what has the Prime
Minister done? He says, “I have
given Rs. 175 million '‘motre "to'othe
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public servants.” Why does he not
tell us the other half—“I have also
taken about Rs. 450 million in
purchasing power out of the hands of
the public servants” ? Why does he
not tell them that? Do not the
public servants know it ?

You go into any household. May-
be the Prime Minister does not—I de
not know. Take the poor ones. You
can see the standard of living drop-
ping day by day. Certain items of
food become too expensive for the
family. Even the quality of the
“karawala ” they eat drops in grade.
The nature of the textiles they buy
has got to change in quality. The
purchasing of books becomes a real
problem at the end of the year—
whether examinations are held or
not, and whether vice-chancellors
are fired or not, with or without
legal authority in the Education Act.

This is the situation. The Prime
Minister says: “I am asking the
people to be patient.” Well, there is
a point, in that: it is easy to be
patient if the entire country Iis
taking the load equally, if for
example the public servants can see
that all sectors of the country are
being called upon to make sacrifices
for the common good of everybody.
It seems to make sense.

After all, you and I saw it in the
Bahamas, Sir.

Their method of doing things is a
little different. It is not by Essential
Service Orders. They find other
ways of doing things. I am not say-
ing it is a good parallel. I frankly
do not think it is even a good pre-
cedent for the Minister of State to
follow in regard to tourism. The fact
of the matter is that the United
States of America is too far away
and it costs too much to come here.

But in the circumstances to say, as
the Prime Minister says, “ The public
servants made a demand and they
insisted on Rs. 40, no less an{ no
more, and therefore I did not nego-
tiate;”is hardly an argument.
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The Prime Minister met many
unions and he knows all the unions
did not speak with one voice, as he

himself said speaking of the technical
assistants and the clerks.

Let us suppose one union did say
it, took up an inflexible attitude and
refused to budge. What was that
union ? The strongest union capable
of pulling out almost one hundred
per cent of its membership—
Mr. Wilfred Perera’s union. Does
the Prime Minister say that this is
a politically inspired plot?

Mr. Wilfred Perera is well known
as sharing one thing in common with
the Prime Minister and perhaps with
me. He is an anti-Marxist, or so he
says. Well, then, if Wilfred Perera
is an anti-Marxist along with the
Prime Minister, what is the political
motivation behind the strike ?
Could it not be the Prime Minister’s
own party that stands back of
Wilfred Perera and the Union of
Posts and Telegraph Officers? If
that is the situation, why is the
Prime Minister talking of an
inflexible attitude? The man who
took this inflexible attitude is his own
man, Mr. Wilired Perera.

Having taken that inflexible atti-
tude, when he decided to become wax
in the hands of the Minister of State
one night, when the radio station was
kept open for that famous broadcast
by which the Minister of State was
going to win the plaudits of the
country even at the expense of the
big chief gone to India, having
shifted ground under persuasion,
Mr. Wilfred Perera found that you
cannot afford to make promises to
your supporters and expect to get
away without a blow or two at least
being received from an infuriated
crowd of supporters who feel let
down. This is the mob violence
the Prime Minister talked about !
The most peaceful strikein.ereation;

BRel & 8538 Qe CH
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28,00 DT NEBNGRD &es.
(‘@@mr@ Q‘m?mm@aur LIGRTL_IT T BTG )
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

The 1.G.P. says so.

afd. @l. Awed AT NETNGED .
(B GTLl. DY LGN LIGTL_T T BTl )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Not only the I.G.P. We all know
it. People never felt constrained to
picket or to force workers to strike
when these officers came out of the

Postal Department. What are they
talking of political motivation ? Did
we inspire them to strike ? Did we
ask Thondaman to strike on
19th December 1966 ? The Prime
Minister says we tried to climb
aboard the bandwaggon. Climbing
aboard the bandwaggon and politi-
cally seeking to overthrow the
Government in this way are two
different things, and we have no
experience of either.

In this situation the Prime Minister
says, “I did not bother to bargain.”
I do not believe it. If the Prime
Minister received a demand which he
could not meet—but he says in prin-
ciple he conceded the demand six
months hence to fit into the next
Budget—surely the logical thing was
to have worked out in practical terms
a formula, maybe an interim formula
not very satisfactory to either side;
but I am quite certain that no public
servant came to meet the Prime
Minister with his mind made up,
determined to strike, except the
leader of the union who was capable
of pulling out almost 100 per cent of
the membership, and that is the
U. N. P. man Wilfred Perera. Is that
the person whom the Prime Minister
is talking about as being capable of
coming there to cheek the Prime
Minister ? And it is sometimes
possible today in the U. N. P to
cheek the Prime Minister and get
away with it sometimes. It may be
that is exactly what happened.

The Minister of State talked about
Fssential Service Orders. May I tell
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him this? During the whole period
from 1960 to 1964 Essential Service
Orders were only used against execu-
tive grades in the Public Service
guilty of sabotage. Not a single man
lost his job. There were two. Both
of them lost it not for striking, not
for defying the Essential Services
Order. One was a railway station
master who refused to hand over the
tablet for a train thereby creating
dislocation on the track, and even in
his case I am personally aware that
Mrs. Bandaranaike, who was then
Prime Minister, recommended to the
Public Service Commission soon
afterwards that he should be rein-
stated. The Public Service Commis-
sion did not because it wanted to
save Rampala’s face. The second casa
was a Radio Ceylon technician who
removed an essential component of
radio equipment during a strike in
November 1961 which in fact para-
lyzed the broadcasting services for a
day and a night. That was at Ekala.
Those are the two men who lost their
jobs. That is all. Show me a single
case where Essential Service Orders
have been used as suggested by the
Minister of State to victimize
workers. Never as far as the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party was concerned.

SIS cwn.

(8. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Or clerks.

ofd. @l Rwed VH NSBNGD .
(Blw. eril. oypi. L wew LT TT TGS )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Or clerks or any other grades.

I can understand it if you allege
that you are not going to employ
saboteurs if you can allege a single
case of sabotage. The only sabotage
has been a private affair within the
Ministry of Education to steal exami-
nation papers to put off an examina-
tion that you are afraid you may not
be able to hold because of the strike.
This kind of thing does not fool any-
body. If the Prime Minister says “I
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am prepared even now to welcome
back with open hands all the workers
who are prepared to come back”,
what does it mean? But merely
because the Minister of State by a
stroke of the pen chose to make some

services essential services, those men |

are going to be fired. I do join issue
with the Minister of State that if you
speak for somebody it does not mean

you are identifying yourself with the |
causes. We as a political party have |

deliberately and carefully stayed
away from the issue involving the
strike. The S. L. F. P., as far as I am
aware the Lanka Sama Samaja Party
and the Communist Party as well, if
I may say so, are not behind the
strike in the way that your anti-
Marxist Colleagues in your Govern-
ment are behind Wilfred Perera.
We did not inspire them to cheek
the Hon. Prime Minister and pave
the way after his departure to come
to a compromise thereby altering
the balance of power in the Cabinet.
Our strategy has been, when demo-
cratic liberties are at stake in the
hands of Ministers determined to
create bad precedents as they have
been doing in the last three years,
to declare our opposition to it and
to say that we shall fight against it
We have no choice.

When you fought for the democra-
tic rights of the coup suspects of 1962
we did not say for that reason that
you became a coup conspirator.
Please remember in the same way
that when we speak for the public
servant strikers and the preservation
of democratic rights in the hands of
strikers—the right to meet, the right
of assembly, in fact the right to
strike, the right to make demands,
the right to negotiate with the

government—we are not behind the
strike.

According to the Hon. Prime
Minister he is making sincere and
genuine efforts to restore an econo-
mic situation according to his likes in
an unbalanced way. The Hon. Prime
Minister seems to think that every-
one must grin and bear it until he
can produce results.
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My respectful submission would be

we must preserve those democratic
rights when we fear those democratic
rights would disappear. You will
remember how you identified your-
selves with the strangest bed-fellows
like My. Esmond Wickremasinghe
and you tied a common gag over a
common mouth. You even shared a
handkerchief for that purpose. You
shed crocodile tears into the same
handkerchief on behalf of the same
papers which have disowned both of
vou.

aé VEE o NNGHD
(Qaerras 1 ofl Coepriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Who ?

ofd. 8. Rwd AH MW@ .
(8. et 24 LG LIGRTL T T BTil&E )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Lake House.

DD BN 2D

(FLITpTrEt e &ar)

(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member is once again
addressing the Distinguished Visi-
tors’ Gallery.

I would ask one of the Hon. Minis-
ters to formally move the Adjourn-
ment.

dC B €D & wm 8 Poww I »G
esnB@um Ced 0 V%W ACEW o M@
ewfdmnd e d Jew.

el dzn® wEW 983uw Wwém GEYY, yIHD
stnSBa DEH GE:

“ YR O ack asy o©F m8a @pe’.—
[0& €& ¢d. $xvlin]

oBurg 9. uw. 8 tnemiur@edlGear  &FemLuSlent

p & Devasiflmsmen (G Sew, el @ el B&ELLLTn Gev

& mas Suimislm ol
@z BrAEsLLCG, elen  a1GSSubul
Gumm .

“gomu  @UEUIIE @sFwasss  Qumpuans”

—[Qsaroes Bg. 2. GWeITHET].
It beiny 8 p.m., the Motion for the

Adjournment of the House lapsed
without Question put.

Motion made, and Question proposed,

BHewlEm 0535 e acw
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“That this House do now adjourn.”—
[The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene.]

oS, @l Reed EHWITNGD S,
(@@ GTLl. %a‘f’. LI LIGRT LT T BT 5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry, I was ad-
miring the ladies—

DS BN D

(FLIT BruST 2eur&er )

(Mr. Speaker)

You had the same excuse the last
time !

efd. @d. wwid AHNSTNGD .
(Bm. orii. oyi. Lwew LT TTpT&sS)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I really do not want to go on till
8.30 p.M. because we have adequately
dealt with this matter.

The Hon. Prime Minister seems to
think the public servants, a large
majority of them, did not strike. We
concede that. He should be very proud
of it. He should be very happy about
it, and thank them for it.

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture
and Food is here. It is amazing the
Hon. Minister of State does not con-
sider the Food Ministry to be an es-
sential service. The clerks in that Min-
istry are permitted to strike. This is
the Government which places such
emphasis on food production. His
Grow-More-Food campaign goes on
without the help of anybody in the
Food Ministry. The monsoon is doing
it for you. That is what is happening
in India, Pakistan and Ceylon. The
food is growing and the Ministry of
Food is not even an essential service.
He can go on strike.

Is it not true that the General Cle-
rical Service people in the Food Min-
istry are today on strike and there
is no KEssential Service Order on
them ? The Hon. Prime Minister
shed tears saying that the tech-
nical assistants are allowing culti-
vators to go without water. He
does not even know what is an

essential service. Do you see his
problem ?
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In other words, this is because the
newspapers started a canard origi-
nally that this strike is sponsored by
leftist leaders who are trying to over-
throw the Government. I can at least
vouch for one leftist leader, Dr. N. M.
Perera, the Member for Yatiyantota,
who was with both of us at Bahamas,
and his mind was certainly far away
from strikes.

DCHZN Gy
(Fum prwsi Ul &6V )
(Mr. Speaker)

He was listening to after-dinner
speeches.

ofS. @d. ued dFHndsnen Ow.
(8. erii. oy Lwew LT T prGs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, Sir. At that time his mind was
in a totally different direction. He was
not even thinking one little bit about
strikes.

o &, @l. LwdZRm
(Qserreas Cop. oyi. spuiauii soor)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
What was he doing ?

ofd, @b, wid aAgTMdmmem Sw.
(Bl oris. gy, L weh LT T priGes)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

He was performing essential service
orders, and for which there were no
penalties.

So the most essential thing
that you have got to remember is not
to be misled by your own caucus of
newspapers which are determined to
fight your battles for you, on any
ground. They will fight for you on
the beaches even before you are dri-
ven to the beaches. The newspapers
are determined to finght a last ditch
stand in defence of the U. N. P.
when the Hon. Prime Minister
is firmly convinced that you all
are winning great support through-
out the country. He even said
that he is in half a mind to
dissolve Parliament. I only wish we
could persuade him to make up, the
whole of his mind becauseocthenowe
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will be able really and truly to judge
how much the Hon. Prime Minister is
a good judge of public opinion. This
is fantastic. If he thinks that the
present situation is one in which he
is immensely popular, if he thinks
that all the public servants did not
g0 on strike, if he thinks that all the
public servants are going to wait for
ever without adequate standards of
living compared with the rest of the
community who are prospering
gloriously, if this is the situation,
then all I can say is we seem to be
going in the wrong direction.

[ am not entirely unaccustomed to
negotiating with trade unions. I too
have done my share of this work.
The Hon. Prime Minister speaks of
these things: of the little questions
which are put sometimes, the dif-
ferences between trade unions, that
one union says, “ We are not inter-
ested about the salaries of other offi-
cers or technical assistants; you can
increase them one hundred per cent;
we are only interested in our de-
mands.”—that is a polite way of say-
ing that they are mot going to join
issue with their brothers. It is quite
understandable. No grade of public
servant is going to turn round and
sabotage the demands of his neigh-
bour. He will merely remain politely
silent and say that it is not his affair.
I have received that answer so many
times. But does it prove the thesis of
what the Hon. Prime Minister is
saying, namely, that this is a compe-
titive demand by people trying to set
up one against the other ?

I do see the Hon. Prime Minister’s
point of view that he cannot undo the
whole effects of devaluation, the
cutting of the rice ration and the
Foreign Exchange Entitlement Certi-
ficate Scheme which was to satisfy
the World Bank. To satisfy the
World Bank he must withdraw
some part of purchasing power
from the hands of the vast mass
of the people! I think we
never did that during the bad
old“days' of the S. L. F. B Cov
ernment of Mrs. Sirimavo Bandara-
naike and the five Finance Ministers
during.her time. 'We hear that too
many cooks spoil the broth. In this
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case at least the broth remained un-
spoiled. Not all the five Finance Min-
isters reduced the purchasing power
of the rupee in the way you have done
to satisfy the American bosses. Your
rupee is still a rupee on paper, but in
its purchasing power terms you can
gec practically nothing for it. It is
almost as bad as the Bahamian dollar.

Ultimately when it comes down to
an analysis of looking at the problem,
the Hon. Prime Minister, I think, is a
realist. He knows. Indeed, as soon as
the bugle sounds the departure of the
aeroplane from Ratmalana, the Min-
ister of State mobilizes for war. May-
be he believed it was total war that
was coming. It turned out that all
these preparations were not neces-
sary. He decided to quote Mrs. Ban-
daranaike to Mrs. Bandaranaike. He
decided—even though portions of her
letter were cut out from the
“ Observer ”—he must reply to the
other part of her letter. He forgot, for
example, that Mrs. Bandaranaike used
particular regulations, some of which,
I concede, I drafted. One particular
one was a gem.

In June 1961, when Mr. Thonda-
man decided to call out the
entire plantation workers—the
€~ W. € and the D, W. C
combined—on  strike, paralysing
the entire State, what was the
strike for ? Was it for a salary
demand ? No. It was a demand that
Dr. Naganathan and his {friends
should be given parity of status for
the Tamil language, for which they
were doing satyagraha outside the
Jaffna Kachcheri in the Jaffna Muni-
cipal Council area from which they
have been ejected now. Mr. Thon-
daman thought he would call out a
strike and there were talks and rum-
bles that emery powder was to be
thrown into tea factory machinery by
the teamakers as a means of getting
parity of status for the Tamil lan-
guage. At that stage I said that in-
citement of strikes by leaders will re-
sult in the confiscation of property by
Emergency Regulations.

Bewidm @535 Sed VCH
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aé of. b, SwedER®

(Qserrar Ceg. . UIGUIT FeT )

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Any strike ?

ofd., @d. RV AWWOsNGD .
(‘Q@ GTLL. C%ﬂ". L_UIGW LIGWTL_IT T iU )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes. May I say this : Thondaman as
soon as he read that called off the
strike.

o e&. @8, Lei®
(Qaorrey Ceg. 7. Quwaur Ge)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Where is that regulation ?

ofS. @l Rwid DTFMONWD e,
(8. eril. Y. Lwiew LIGUT L_IT T 5T 1& )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Why, you were repeating it after
that and were seeking to use it against
the strikers. That is the funniest part
of it. Your regulation has been so
drafted.—[Interruption]. You have
improved upon the original and you
are going to confiscate the property
of strikers who do not have any
property !

ad 038, ad. LwudA®
(Qzorres Cop. oyi. sgweall Ha6r)
(The Hon J. R. Jayewardene)
No.

Dfs. @l Del DEHNIMED .
(Elan- eTis. opi. Lwiow LIGRTL_IT T 5T L& )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Your regulation has been drafted
not to catch the big men; you are
concerned with catching little men.

od o, . LudiR®
(Qsorras Geg. oyi. spuieui ser)

(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Your one is a good one.
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S, @, Rud AeTMSNwD Do
(8. 6T Sy, Lwew LT TTEruss)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Mipe is a fine one. I waved myv
one in front of Thondaman and it
worked beautifully and as far as—-

WD BNRHD
(Furpruss geurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I think we are all glad that it works
somewhere.,

Ce@RWE ot NG .

(8w ows@fiure Crepruss)
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)

Secrets of Bahamas’ are coming
out. L

ofd. @8 Rwsed PeTanA 0D .

(Bw. orcr. gy M UL rrprugs)

(Mr., F. BT his oODne, and cut and
cnopped it in such a way that it no
longer functions properly. BY alter-
ing the regulation in this way it has
got wrecked. What is left there ? I
mean, by draconian laws you are
threatening the confiscation of pro-
perty of clerical servants on strike,
the postal officers, and the workers.
Have you ever heard of such a thing ?
Is this democracy ? The great de-
fenders of democracy ! Their demo-
cracy is restricted to the lorry-
owners, fleet owners, the Parliamen-
tarians with special privileges, the
special leases folk, the coup people on
corporation boards. But when 1t
comes down to dealing with the

workers, what do they get ?

I am the man who refused to im-
plement the Wilmot Perera Salary
Commission Report. I was deter-
mined like De Gaulle to maintain the
value of our currency, and I would
have succeeded but for you. I suc-
ceeded in holding the line till 1962,
and from 1962, thanks to your bril-
liant efforts, you made it impossible
to do so.

Now the Hon. Prime Minister says
that the hon. Member for Kolonnawa
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is irrelevant when he refers to the
Public Debt. Mr. Minister of State,
you are as good an economist as ever
there was in this House—there are
none better—so much so that when
even Mr. Wanninayake makes a
gaffe you remain silent, looking like
the Sphinx. But is it not a fact that
the future remains so mortgaged
that, independent of foreign aid, we
are incapable of even making, the
amortization payments on the obli-
gations you have already incurred
during the course of the last three
years? In other words, if foreign
aid were to stop now you are in-
capable on your foreign exchange re-
ceipts even of meeting the routine re-
payments of the instalments.

So you think this is a healthy eco-

l? -
nomy ? Food production has in-
creased. Yes indesod

well. We are hoping that you are
right ; there will be rice equilibrium.
If the monsoon works the price of
rice must come down. It cannot be
otherwise. ~Whether Mr. Dudley
Senanayake takes his camera and
walks or not, and whether you sit
in your office and smile with a
cheshire cap on, it will still be all
right.

This is the problem: are you
seriously telling us that the workers
who went on strike, led in the first
instance by Mr. Wilfred Perera with
whom you have negotiated, should
now be separated into two categories,
some of whom should be fired from
their jobs and some of whom should
be kept on an arbitrary line drawn
by you? What we can do is to
appeal to the Hon. Prime Minister
not to be unreasonable about this. I
can understand your argument if you
say that this is a political strike cal-
culated to subvert the Government,
in which event you would have
looked upon it as treason. But it is
nof.

Now that you know the facts, why
do you not, even now, at this stage,
take a practical view of it and entez

rrrm e AL L wnaa AR


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

423
Sbed e Ed DS
[&fef. @8 dued DeFandsnwmd ®w.]

into negotiations ? Wait till they
come back if you want to, but do not
shut the door in their faces when
they want to come back, and do not
take repressive measures.

emember the days when you
thf){ught you were subjected to re-
pressive measures. FPlease remem};
ber that governments have a knac
of changing, however much one n}qay
think they are permanent and estab-
lished for -ever. It is seldom like

that.

i 0 nat by

Mr. Tiruchelvam thought tha i
dissorlvin g the Jaffna Municin a|1\
Council the TFederal Party was

id it work
£ success. But did i
%JSSE{‘EE%“OQ;;‘.IT‘_ -‘-nn'lz fhe matter up

their hopes dashed to the ground by
a relatively unimportant, single indi-
vidual and his group of friends. And
it looks as if that single individual
and his friends will still outnumber
both the Federal Party and the
Tamil Congress jointly.

Now, you think you are permanent
and you think it will stick merely
because some extraordinary officials
have a knack of giving the same—
pardon me for saying so—damn
fool advice to successive govern-
ments.

D S BN D DD
(Furprusi sjaiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

That is unparliamentary.

of S, . Rued ATTNsNw .
(Sw. erdl. Y. LG LIGT LT T J5IT 11 &5 &5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Sorry, Sir—fool advice. And
sometimes there are Ministers who
tend to take it at its face value. I
do not pretend that we ourselves
have not made mistakes in this mat-
ter. But one thing is certain. The
tendency to follow precedents, es-
pecially bad precedents, remains =
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fact. And you will find your succes-
sor Government probably telling you
that what you do now they can do
too.

I think it would be much more
practical to look at this thing in a
broader perspective. I thn?k the
Hon. Prime Minister and his Col-
leagues are all capable of doing that.
This is not a strike in which.we are
perscnally involved. The Sri Lanka
Freedom Party has no involvement
whatever except in so far as the pro-
tection of certain fundamental rights,
which we feel everybody must have,
is concerned. Mr. S. W. R. D. Ban-
daranaike did not grant public
servants the right to strike for
nething. He did not say, “ You have
the 1lisht to strike,” and then say,
“ Tt ig Unb-triptic for you to strike. ”

(Qgerras Cop. pr .

(The Hon. J. R, 3@3&:@“

He did not give it. We gave 1.

&fed, q{'ag. Desed DTN 5NGE ©c.
(8. orcl. Y. LG LIGRTL_IT T 5T L& )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Then it is so much the better.
Then why are you complaining when

they strike? Why do you not let
them strike ?

o0& & &8, BwdBRD
(Oserrar Gop. Y. SRUIGUIT FeT)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Essential services.

ofd. &8 Desed B NNy Des.
(8. oris. oy, 1_wew LIGTL_IT T 5T W& )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

You give them the right to strike
and at the same time tell them, “If
you do strike, the moment we ring
the bell the strike must' stop and you
must all go back to school. ” N ow, this
is the funniest part of it. If you con-
cede to them that collective bargain-
Ing power, why do you deny them
the right to bargain®? Ang why do
you say the moment they make a
demand, “ Well, this is a final demand,
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S0 we are not prepared to bargain. ”
Now, that is what is completely
wrong about it. I do ask you, even
now, to consider this problem. You
may not be able to grant the Rs. 40
they ask for—I do not know. I sin-
cerely hope I shall never become
Finance Minister again to be con-
fronted with that problem. I am con-
tent to leave it to experts who know
more about it than I, who hope that
with hard work and other things it
might be capable of achievement in
the future.

But so far as you are concerned,
you have already decided that the
demand is justified in principle. Your
Prime Minister’s statement that it
will be incorporated in the next
Budget amounts clearly to a declara-
tion that you can and will to some
extent grant an upward revision. The
Hon. Finanee Minister said in answer
to- a categorical question that a
Salaries Commission was appointed
to grant an increase.

Well then, what are you waiting
for ? If you can grant the increase
and you concede that the present
hardships have arisen from your own
fiscal measures, how does it help to
tell a man, “Please accept a lower
standard of living for six months. We
shall try and give you a higher stan-
dard of living six months hence.” ?
What is the meaning of this ? If you
once concede that your own action
has created the situation, surely, the
least you can do, if you accept the
fact that it must be ameliorated by
the appointment of a commission, is
to take some practical action. No one
has suggested that you should grant
the whole of it now. I think the
Prime Minister said that the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota took an
essentially reasonable attitude in the
matter, and he was certain that the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota did not
cive the strikers advice to strike.
Well, T know he did not: he could
not have done so because he was with
us in the Bahamas. He has got a per-
fect alibi this time at least. And I
can assure yvou I did not lead him in
a wrong direction. I wouldizneveér
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have done so; I am not capable of
doing so. I do not think he even cor-
rupted me. So, there you are !—[In-
terruption] Yes, we are completely
incorruptible, both of wus. I think
sometimes he and the hon. Member
for Avissawella used to meet and ex-
plode occasionally and ignite, but as
far as both of us are concerned,
neither is combustible material.

So, really when you come down to
it you misjudged the situation, you
were led up the garden path by news-
papers which were determined to see
in this the seeds of a civil war, an
insurrection and a determination to
overthrow the Government. Accord-
ingly, the Minister of State got mobi-
lized for war. He put on his figurative
tin hat and his jack boots and got or-
ganized for total war, determined to
annihilate all sections of the Public
Service before the Big Chief returned
from India. And he certainly made
his point. He did satyagraha in the
Parliamentary Group till they
applauded him yesterday. He allowed
“Rama ” and “ Sita” to carry the
honours abroad while be played
“Hanuman ” at home. He set a torch
to his tail and went round all the
public service unions, one by one,
determined to annihilate those which
he thought should have essential
service orders tagged to them.

What are we asking you to do,
Mr. Minister of State ? Please extin-
guish the light in your tail. There is
no need for it now. We ask you, now
that Rama has come back to Sita who
remained in Ceylon, please accept the
situation as it is and do not say: I
have declared an Essential Services
Order. My prestige is at stake. I am
determined to sack somebody. Like
Blue Beard, I am determined to slay
my wives. Do not do that, I ask you,
be practical about it.

You yourself seem to think that the
vast majority of public servants are
working. If so, well and good. No one
has committed any sabotage. The
strike has been peaceful ; you 3say
they are misled. We say the people
have been unequally treated in your
efforts‘ateconomic development, and
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the wage earning sectors which earn
5 fixed wage are the hardest hit. You
cannot get behind that. You cannot
give them Queen’s Counselships to
make more money. You have not
given them corporation _appoint-
ments. You have not given them any-
thing. They are still back where they
started, with about Rs. 400 million of
purchasing power drawn out of their
hands by your action in real terms.

The Prime Minister says, “ The real
wages are going up. I can quote from
the book—Table 49.” All right. What
about real expenditure ? If your real
wages go up a little bit what does it
mean ? It means that you are com-
paring the purchasing Power of
money in rupee terms, 1N devalued
rupee terms. It does not become

revalued rupees terms. So your
a thing. I

t00 weak even to get past
man like the Minister
of State. He knows it. He is
far cleverer than he appears to be,
sitting there. He gives the impression
that none of this penetrates him, but
he knows it all, and he knows it far
better than I can ever know it. Even
when I am his age I doubt I will
understand it so well as he. But, with
his understanding, is it necessary to
take a hard line on this matter ? You
think you can score verbal points by
saying, “ We did it better than you.”
Have you really done it better than
we ? Do you really think you are
winning a battle against the people
of this country ? The Prime Minister
says, = Lhe public servants number
only a few hundred thousands. With
their families one million. ” He says,
« Make it two million, including
unofficial  families. ” The Prime
Minister perhaps Knows. I do not
know whether it is the Rama and
Sita story all over again. But when
you start with this business of
saying “ two million, ” remember
that after all they are two million
or one million of our own people.
Are we here to say to ourselves
that we have scored a victory by
crushing those people, by crushing
their spirit and determination, By

ment is
an able
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crushing their democratic right to
ask for a little more ?

Now, I can understand it if you
imposed a wage freeze in a deter-
mination to maintain the economic
value of the rupee. I can under-
stand it if General de Gaulle in
France, after the incidents of the
barricades of May, determined to
freeze wages now, after his election,
and he determined not to devalue.
But he is fighting an international
currency battle. He is fighting an
economic war against the U.S. A,
which is determined to crush his
economy. That is a different situa-
tion. I can understand a wage
freeze policy in that situation.

I can understand the action of
Mr. Roy Jenkins in London or of
Mr. Callaghan attempting to hold a
wage freeze with a determination not
to devalue. But what is the situa-
tion in England today once devalua-
tion took place? Clerical workers
who prior to devaluation were
receiving £14 a week in London are
now drawing £ 922.—[Interruption].
1 know, because I know a few
Ceylonese working as clerical ser-
vants in London. I got these facts
from them. Net of tax the increase
amounts to approximately £5 per
week per person in employment in
London after the decision to devalue
was taken. Surely, even with
English living standards, which to-
day are deplorable compared to what
they were ten years ago, it a £5
increase were necessary there, on
what basis are you arguing that the
devaluation allowance, which you
have thrown as a sop in the direction
of the workers from whom you Knew
a demand was coming, has solved
the problem ?

In the circumstances, what is the
purpose of this Debate ? The Prime
Minister seems to think that the
Opposition has identified itself with
the strike. Frankly, I do not se€
that at all. The Opposition is con-
cerned with the fact that a group of
workers in this country belonging to
the public sector have struck. We
have deliberately refrained from
involving ourselves in a strike which
seems to be of an all-party com-
plexion, including your friends,
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midnight friends, Wilfred Perera and
others. They all went on strike. The
Opposition remained aloof. We deli-
berately did not involve ourselves in
the argument of the Rs. 40 increase.

But the moment you decided to
use repressive measures, determined
to use extraordinary legislative
powers, to try and crush the working
people belonging to our country, we
felt we had no choice. We are not
going to march the streets with
mouth gagged with handkerchiefs.
But we do propose to use the legiti-
mate forum of Parliament to voice
our grievances and to tell you that
this kind of conduct on your part is
not going to solve the problem.—
[Interruption].

Tampoe can have a meeting today.
He is your friend. He is going to
end up with a Cabinet post in the
U. N. P. some day. You can have
him. There are so many people like
Tampoe. That does not matter. That
1S NNO0t-en argumen,t

But I do say to the Gayernment
not to be repressive now. You your-
selves know what it feels like
because you claimed that in the days
gone by we acted repressively. I
join issue with you on that, because
we never did.

We certainly held the line in
economic terms up to 1962, and I am
afraid we were guilty of backsliding
slowly thereafter due to -circums-
tances beyond our control largely
created by your machinations to
overthrow the Government. I think
we tried to hold the line in economic
terms up to 1962 and failed there-
after, thanks to your efforts, and
finally you carried away the Minister
of Irrigation who has not been doing
any irrigation ever since. But all
this leads you nowhere. Whether
with or without technical assistance,
do you really believe that the Hon.
C. P. de Silva can irrigate anything ?
You might as well pay those techni-
cal assistants a little more.

1968 ccen @& 7
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ad & ml. SediAD»
(Qwarreos Gog. Qyi. eguaii Her)
(The Hon. J R. Jayewardene)

They are on strike.

OfS. @b, Ruw AFNITNED .
(B eris. QY. Luwew LIGRTL_IT T BT IS5 )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

on strike for the last ten years and [f
is not even on strike for an increased |
salary. You will find that the amount &
of water that dribbles through is still |2
negligible either way, from the
Hon. C. P. de Silva. All this leads |
you nowhere.

You just cannot afford to fight the
people of a country and say to your-
selves that these people are saboteurs j§
or coup suspects or that these
people are guilty of treason. They
are not. [It is manifestly so. You
cannot have a peaceful strike of @
these dimensions merely because
you have got mobilised power.
Therefore, I do beg of you, think |
again, withdraw all these draconian {

Govermszents lose nothing by being |
generous. Myexperience has been |
that it does no good to- anybody to |
create feelings of bitterness. |

I frax.lkly do not know that your |
economic endeavours are going in
the right direction. They are lop- |
sided. I think you are helping the |
wrong people in the hope that they
are going to develop the economy. -|
But that is neither here nor there. |
That is your opinion. You can carry |

on and help them in any way you l|
like. ' ‘[\

But please do not declare war on |
sectors of your people if the rest of |
the people feel that it is a capricious ‘
act to use anti-democratic powers
against them. The danger is that by
so doing you can always sow the
wind and reap the whirlwind, and
specially create wretched precedents !
for the future Government. |
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Therefore I do appeal to the
Minister of State who sat during this
Debate while the Prime Minister
had a dinner engagement and
had to leave—he told me before he
left that he was not leaving out of
any attempt to be discourteous to
the Opposition but merely because
he had happened to have an earlier
engagement which he could not
break, and I can understand it—to see
that this point of view is presented
to the Prime Minister and that appro-
priate action is taken to see to it that
this is not made an attempt to try
to separate politically groups within
the trade union movement, of all
parties, who went on strike with a
common purpose, which was to
better their own economic conditions
| in a legitimate way, according to
weapons legitimately recognized,
legitimately given into their hands for
legitimate purposes, and not to
regard this as being some sort of an
anti-national act taken by public
servants in a spirit of irresponsibility.
It has not been so and you know it,
whatever the papers may have
written in that book of cuttings
which you sent to me, which I think
is the most disgraceful bit of ficzion
T have read, cococted by amybody in
any part of the woz]
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Sded ceddm ad DEXmes
o o, @d. SwddRm
(Qaorres Cop. _gyi. QLI e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
The “ Siri Laka” is there,

S, @l Dwe TN N6m By,

(&lgs. erts. QY. L tiew LIGUIT LT T 51T 11 5 )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Well, you will be surprised at the
things that are there. The ¢ Daily
News” beats “Siri Laka” every
time. Its inventive genius is
unmatched.

el e SQum 2z, wew =u08®» B
all@y NG QH mi or M i QS MG Ter UL L g.

Question put, and agreed to.

oY &7 BGw L0 ¢PWMED @ .
8.28 0, 1968 ec¢x®ad 8 o5 98e
g . 2 2 eoww wF SeW A

1060~ Q&wur 8,  @mulm miEBioentn
gl . 2 waflamr @8 HaassiOubBD .

Feols L. L1,

Adjourned accordingly at 8.28
P.M. until 2 p.m. on Sunday, 8th
December 1968.
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