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The House met at 2 p.M., MR. SPEAKER
([:"];LHE Hon. S. C. SHirLEY CoOREA] in the
air.
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USE OF TAMIL AT D. C. C. AND D. A. C.
MEETINGS, NORTHERN AND EASTERN
PROVINCES
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(Mr. K. P. Ratnam—Kilinochchi)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a) Will he state in what languages
the meetings of the District Co-ordi-
nating Committee and the District
Agricultural Committee are con-
ducted in each of the government
agents’ districts? (b) Will he take
steps to see that the D.C.C. and
D.A.C. meetings are held in Tamil
also in the districts of the Northern
and Eastern Provinces? (c¢) Is he
aware of the fact that, if meetings of
the D.C.C. and D.A.C. are to be
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conducted in Tamil also in the
districts of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces, the Government
Agents must be proficient in Tamil
also? If not, why? (d) Of the
Government Agents in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces will he state
which of them are not proficient to
read and write Tamil? Will he take
steps to appoint officers with profi-
ciency in Tamil in place of these
officers?

oY=78 $r2acsh DES.
(eRedxr MOwD) EEAc ¢:1eH)
(Qzerras serplEs (196rLy. S&BTILSS—
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earpri_ () dlousrs _geins&i)

(The Hon. Dr. W. Dahanayake—
Minister of Home Affairs)

(a) In the following government
agents’ districts, meetings of district
co- ordinating committees and dis-
trict agricultural committees are con-
ducted in Sinhala: Colombo, Kalu-
tara, Kandy, Matale, Nuwara Eliya,
Galle, Matara, Hambantota, Kurune-
gala, Puttalam, Anuradhapura, Polon-
naruwa, Badulla, Monaragala, Ratna-
pura and Kegalle. In the following
districts members of these commit-
tees speak in languages preferable to
them : Jaffna, Amparai, Mannar,
Vavuniya, Batticaloa and Trincoma-
lee. However, the records are main-
tained in Sinhala. (b) This will not
arise in view of {(a) above. (c¢) Yes.
(d) All government agents in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces are
proficient in reading and writing
Tamil.

QOB DO Dew.

(B @rsHers)

(Mr. Ratnam)

Will the Hon. Minister take neces-
sary action to see that the records of
D. C. C. and D. A. C. meetings held
in the districts of the Northern and

Eastern Provinces are maintained in
Tamil also ?
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(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)

I shall look into that question. If
we have to maintain the records in
Tamil also it will need additional
staff. Anyway, I shall look into that
question.
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SITTAMPALAM CINEMA, ANURADHAPURA
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(Mr. K. B. Ratnayake—Anuradhapura)
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asked the Minister of Scientific
Research and Housing: (a) Will he
state the name or names of the
owners of Sittampalam Cinema in
New Town, Anuradhapura ? (b) To
whom is the land, on which the
cinema is built, leased by the
Preservation Board? (¢) What is
the amount due to the Preservation
Board from the owner of this cinema
as (i) lease-rent for the land, (ii)
amount due for supply of electricity,
(iii) amount due as entertainment
taxes, (iv) amount due as assess-
ment taxes ? (d) What is the total
amount due from the owner of the
cinema to the Anuradhapura
Preservation Board ?
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(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena—
Minister of Scientific Research and Hous-
ing)
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&. 85,349.06.

S5Y 5NGD Sea.

(B r@uba)
(Mr. Ratnayake)

ey cow ¢uds e wedn Ben
QeT DCWO ¢w 6 BOO BBwE &
e BCw & e duw mS B8O B

enmbryesy @sYc?

ThHo O i
&8 BEnG

aé 08, 8. 90, LesDEO®

(Qaorray erib. 1o, Gr&. UGN HGT)

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena

asy »8 Huew @& BeAmh.
& e ® w® wd g agwsy SO KN
cwsy Seldim Duums WD WO
ReA®H. & DIEH WD HF OCRBI
g e’ gmbRgded o
BB HR®O oDy »H® wRY DBM.

Sy 5N .

(8. T5@WUEs)

(Mr. Ratnayake)

sy e B
258 »ed
crnoumd. dene® »H® & 8BS &G
g8Bwé& gc o LD ME S5 a®
836® DB

ey el B
Rearyecsy S¥o@sc®

ad 8. 8. 5. HwdiA»

(Qaorran ortb. lo. GT&. UG F6T)

(The Hon. M. D. H. Jayawardena

Sy HBm e 8wEa
ReRsyesy & H29D.

;o
Qwdn® @& cwmn IEMCH: LIRSt

QolewsY &S

warrsen  @fwur  LlpPs gl : HESE

Quomil LN QIGLILIEET LTS S50

MAHARAGAMA TEACHERS  TRAINING COLLEGE :
CONDUCT OF COURSES IN ENGLISH MEDIUM
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that (i) it is proposed to con-
duct courses of study in certain
subjects in English at the Mahara-
gama  Teachers’ Training Col-
lege; (ii) this will lead to a
reversal of policy as resards the
medium of instruction ; (iii) the
teacher trainees who follow courses
of study in English will be expected
to teach in Sinhala once they aro
posted to schools? (b) If so, in
order to resolve this problem, will he
order that with effect from 1.1.1969,
the medium of instruction at alj
training colleges shall be Sinhala
and Tamil for Sinhalese and Tamil
trainees respectively except in the
subjects English, Waestern Musie,
English  Shorthand and English
Typewriting ? (c¢) If not, why ?
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(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion and Cultural Affairs)
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(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 8.
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(Mr. Jayasuriya)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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SUB-POSTMASTER, KOTADENIYAWA
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications : («)
Will he state the acts committed
contrary to official duties by the
Sub-Post master of Kotadeniyawa in
the Colombo District, since his date
of appointment ? (b) How many
charge sheets relating to these acts
have been served on him ? (¢) What
punishments have been given to

him ?
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(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works, Posts and Telecommunications)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications: (a)
Is he aware of the reason why
preliminary investigations were not
completed until 1.10.68 regarding the
lessofiRs. 1,800 which occurred in the


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1095
28 BEG
[@&. O¢.
Kotadeniyawa Sub-Post Office on
156.68? (b) In addition to the
police investigations, did he conduct
a departmental inquiry into this
matter ? If so, why does he not take
initial disciplinary action on the
basis of that inquiry ? (c) Will he
take action to reinstate those post-
masters who have hitherto been
interdicted consequent on a depart-
mental inquiry, and to decide the
question of interdiction on the basis
of a police inquiry ? If not, why ?
(d) Who stole the sum of Rs. 1,800
which was transmitted from Kota-
deniyawa to Mirigama ?
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BANDARANAIKE MEMORIAL CONFERENCE HALL
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(2.) QadnCuefle, arer ?

asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications: (a)
Will he state the reasons for the
delay in constructing the Bandara-
naike Memorial Conference Hall at
the Havelock Golf Links site where
a commemorative plaque for the
purpose was fixed in March 1965 ?

(b) Will he state the results of the
discussions the Director of Public
Works and the Chief Architect had
in Peking in November 1966 at his
instance with a view to reducing the
size of the Bandaranaike Memorial ?
(¢) Will he state whether the
Chinese Government declined to

alter the original project and offered
to construct a hotel at an additional
cost ? (d) Will he state whether he
had taken the necessary steps to
exchange letters between the
People’s Republic of China and the
Government of Ceylon embodying
the expanded offers of the Chinese
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Government for the construction of
the Bandaranaike Memorial ? (2)
If not, why ?
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POLGOLLA TEACHERS’ TRAINING COLLEGE
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Her 2

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that (i) there have been no
lectures or classes at the Polgolla
Teachers’ Training College since the
last term; (ii) time-tables have
not yet been prepared and given to
the lecturers who have been newly
appointed ;; (iii) 2nd year trainees
are worried as to how they are to
pass the forthcoming final exami-
nation ; (iv) the term test is to be
held at the beginning of this term
only for those trainees other than
those who have agreed to take part
in drama ? (v) a very close relative
of the principal, who is a 65-year old
pensioner, has been allowed to teach
so important a subject as Buddhism
on a part-time basis ? (b) Is it fair
to deny an opportunity to younger
persons when there are so many
graduates ? (¢) With whose permis-
sion are the authorities of Polgolla
Teachers’ Training College acting in
this manner ?
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a) What is the number of resthouses
under his Ministry? (b) How many
vacancies have arisen in these rest-
houses during the last 3% years? (c)
Were these vacancies filled by the
government agents or by him ? (d)
What is the age of retirement for
resthouse keepers? (e) How many of
the resthouse keepers in service are
over 60 years of age? (f) Who
granted them the extensions of
service? (g) Will others too be
permitted to continue in service after
reaching the age of 60?
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RESTHOUSE KEEPER, MAWANELLA

S. 8’ Qerew’'nd Du,
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(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(a) Since when has there been a
vacancy for the post of resthouse
keeper, Mawanella? (b) Was this
vacancy publicly advertised? (e)
Since the retirement of the resthouse
keeper of the Mawanella Resthouse
on the 3lst of Decen:tl";er 1%966, wl'lo
as been appointed to act as rest-
}}:ouse keenelz"pup to date? (d) W'hat
is the age qualification forjiappoint:
ment as a resthouse keépet *in’ an
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acting or permanent capacity? (e)
What was his age at the time of

appointment? Will he taple the
letter of appointment?
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(The Hon. Dr. Dahanayake)
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MAHAWELI DEVELOPMENT SCHEME ;
RECRUITMENT OF EMPLOYEES
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(Mr. Ilangaratne—on behalf of Mr.
Hemachandra Sirisena—First Akurana)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) What progress
has been made so far in connection
with the Mahaweli Development
Scheme? (b) When will this scheme
be inaugurated? (c) What is the
policy that the Ministry proposes to
follow in recruiting employees of all
grades including labourers required
for the scheme ? (d) Will he state
the educational qualifications that
will be required for each post? (e)
In view of the widespread belief that
the Ministry is taking action to have
these recruitments made on political
considerations, will he make a clear
statement on the matter? (f) Will
he take all action necesary to have
only those who are suitably qualified
selected irrespective ofijtheir, party
affiliations?
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(The Hon. J. R. J ayewardene—Minister
of State and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Prime Minister and Minister of De-
fence & External Affairs—on behalf of
the Minister of Land. Irrigation and
Power)

(a) The detailed designs of Step I
of the Mahaweli Project, commen-
cing with Polgolla, are in hand. The
designs of the headworks and parts
of the channel system are expected
to be ready by the end of this month.
(b) In the course of 1969. (c)
Existing Treasury instructions and
approved schemes of recruitment will
be followed in the matter of recruif-
ment. (d) The educational and other
qualifications required for labour
grades are laid down in Sessional
Paper V of 1962 and in regard to other
grades in the approved schemes of
recruitment. (e) Does not arise vide
(c) and (d) above. (f) Does not arise
vide (c) and (d) above.

goenO8e@ 3. WD QY Ses
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(Mr. Ilangaratne—on behalf of Mr. D.
P. R. Weerasekera—Dehiowita)
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)

Is he aware (i) that V. Janaki of
Kirihena Estate in Anhettigama, has
receivel treatment for T.B.; (ii)
that she has been recommended for
T.B. assistance; and (iii) that this
assistance has not been granted io
her ? (b) Will he grant this assist-
ance to her without delay ? (c¢) If
so, when ? if not, why ?

od 8. OF. owWrNrNe® (w53
7oH)

(Omormras . erev. Q&@grméa—&am{amr
YNUDFFT )

(The Hon. E. L. Senanayake—Minister
of Health) '

(a) (i) Yes. (ii) Yes; for three
months from November 1967 to
January 1968. (iii) I am not aware as
assistance is granted by the Director
of Social Services. (b) Does not
arise. (¢) Does not arise.

DN NGNS
(gLrprusi oeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 12.

EcstsSes Oct.

(Bn. @)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

I requirs three weeks’ time to ans-

wer this Question.
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Question ordered to stand down.

WD BN LN En

(&FLr prwsi QT SHeir )

(Mr. Speaker)

In regard to Motions 1 to 7 the
Mover has requested that these be
put off for February.

QSO Ted BRm SERCD
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T QI Heir LOSTHTL 196 & Do
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RECOMMENDATION ON THE STATUS oOF
TEACHERS ADOPTED BY THE DrpLomMATIC
CONFERENCE

& on. 2.15

00. BOPB®OBLR ew. (caASSas—
Blowlss  DM5Nw® & mndmesen
BENH)

(&m. erib. @mx@{a&-ufé——g@f,}:ﬁ?d@—&u
FUT BT ULSTHLD (&HpsSafler ,g,yés;@mreraur(njm)

(Mr M. Sivasithamparam—Uduppiddi
—Deputy Speaker and Chairman of
Committees)

I move,

“That this House commends to the
Government the Recommendation on the
Status of Teachers adopted by the Dip-
lomatic Conference held under the aus-
pices of UNESCO and International
Labour Organization in September 1966,
and urges the Government to accept such
Recommendation. ”

Realizing the value of education
and the pre-eminent part that
teachers will have to play in any
educational policy of any country,
the UNESCO, the organization in
charge of education and culture in
the United Nations, and the Inter-
national Labour Organization
got together educational experts
from 26 count:ies including our own,
and this conference, after many
months of deliberation, set
down a formal recommendation on
theoustatiis of teachers which was
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subsequently ratified at the Diplo-
matic Conference held in September
1966 under the auspices of UNESCO
and ILO.

I have received a copy of the
draft recommendation on the status
of teachers. It is a very long docu-
ment dealing with the scope of
education, educational objectives
and policies, admission 1O the
teaching profession, further edu-
cation of teachers, employment
of teachers, disciplinary action
against teachers, status of women
teachers, the duties and respon-
sibilities of teachers, the relationship
between teachers and the education
service, the conditions for effective
teaching and learning, hours of
work, questions of leave, salaries of
teachers, social security, and ulti-
mately plans to deal with teacher
shortage in countries where there is
such a shortage. I do not propose to
read this entire document which is a
long one. Therefore I wish to table it.

The people who were responsible
for this memorandum themselves re-
alized that the objectives that they
had laid down could not
be achieved in a day or overnight.
They recommend to the wvarious
countries that participated in the
conference that in order to achieve
and ensure the status that teachers
should enjoy in each country, they
<hould strive to be guided by the
conclusions reached by the confer-
ence.

I wish to make a special appeal to
hon. Members of the Opposition not
to take this opportunity to start a
tirade against the Hon. Minister of
Education because that is not the
purpose of my Motion. It is my view
that the question of education and
questions affecting teachers are
matters which should be raised
beyond party politics and viewed not
from any party angle but from a
broader angle. Everyone is interest-

ed in the education of this country

and also in the future of the teach-
ing profession of this country,
because all of us realize that unless

Bewldn @575 @eRDVC®w
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we have a satisfactory teaching ser-
vice we cannot have a satisfactory
educational system. We might have
very grandiose plans of education ;
we might have White Papers over
and over again, but unless we have
got the men, the teachers, who would
wholeheartedly co-operate and work
out this plan no education system can
succeed. So, as I said earlier I would
appeal to hon. Members of the Oppo-
sition not to take this opportunity to
start a tirade against the Hon.
Minister of Education but rather to
treat this as a problem affecting our
teachers, and we should all work to-
gether to try and achieve the objec-
fives that are laid down, not over-
night, not in the near future, but in
the foreseeable future. Everyone of
us should certainly strive towards
achieving those objectives.

I should like to say thie for the .
present Hon. Minister. For many
years we in this country have felt
that there was something wrong with
the system of education. We have all
felt that changes are necessary in the
education system, but  while
Ministers who preceded our present
Minister were satisfied to let things
drift and to find ad hoc solutions to
problems that arcse, one must admit
that the Hon. Minister i trying to
tackle some of the problems. Maybe
the personnel he has selected have
failed him in the process, but that
is something he cannot be made to
account for, but certainly he is try-
ing to do something. Maybe the re-
sults he has achieved are not what
he thought he would achieve, but he
is trying to do something. Therefore
let us take this opportunity to try
and study our educational problems.

The purpose of my tabling this
Motion is for us to know what the
problems are, particularly the pro-
blems affecting teachers, and see
whether we can work out a satisfac-
tory solution in that field.

This Motion will have no meaning
if some of the recommendations
are not related to the problems that
we'find in our own country. We in
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this country have a tradition of show-
ing the utmost respect for our tea-
chers. Whether it be the sishya-guru
paramparava of the Buddhists or the
guru-kula wvasam of the Hindus,
whichever stream we have come
from, we have always had respect
for our teachers. It will be unfortu-
nate now, where the State has taken
over the responsibility for the edu-
cational system of this country,
where the teachers have all become
government servants and arc in one
service, if that respect which we as
individuals always felt for our tea-
chers is not preserved and maintain-
ed at a national level. It is not any-
thing new to us to respect our teach-
ers, to hold them in high esteem, be-
cause that is something that is in our
blood, in our tradition.

True, one has to deal with a very
large number of teachers, more than
a lakh of teachers, and I believe that
when we have a lakh of teachers we
have nearly a lakh of problems. But
there is no reason why we should de-
part from the traditional respect that
we have for our teachers, and not
treat them in the way we have been
accustomed to treating them.

As I said, there are three main pro-
blems which I think are confronting
the teachers and the teaching ser-
vice at the moment. First and fore-
most is the question of salaries that
are being paid to teachers. I quite
appreciate the financial difficulties
that the country is going through, but
if we are interested in education and
if we are particularly interested in
scientific education, in the advance-
ment of technical and technological
education, then it becomes absolutely
essential that the best possible talent
should be attracted to the teaching
service in preference to any other
service.

It is only last week we heard of
people having entered the orbit of the
moon, and I have no doubt that be-
fore the year is out either the Rus-
sians or the Americans are bound to
land on the moon. But we in this
country are still unable to utilize
the water that is perenniglly towing

1969 SmHHE H
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down our rivers, to give drinking
water to large sections of the popula-
tion of this country.

While the world has advanced so
far and so rapidly, technologically we
have been lagging behind. And one
of the main reasons is that our edu-
cation, scientific and technologi-
cal education, has not kept pace with
the advancement that has taken place
in the rest of the world.

Therefore we have to attract the
best possible talent that we have. We
undoubtedly have the talent. There
can be no gainsaying the fact that,
whatever the field, we have got the
talent, but unfortunately the best
talent that we have is not being at-
tracted to the teaching service be-
cause of the salary scales and the
salaries that are being paid to tea-
chers. For instance I want to show
you that while a graduate teacher
gets a salary scale of Rs. 225 fto
Rs. 425, an equally qualified graduate
who enters Government Service
either as an Assistant Food Control-
ler or as a D. R. T. O. in the Depart-
ment of the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles, or as a Land Officer in the
Land Commissioner’s Department,
gets a salary scale of Rs. 340 to
Rs. 700. An Income Tax Assessor
who has the same qualification gets
a salary scale of Rs. 400 to Rs. 860.

If you draw a graph of the salary
scales of all the graduates who are
employed in various services includ-
ing corporations which today pay
very much bigger salaries to the
graduates who are employed by
them, you will find that the lowest
paid is the teacher. Therefore it is
not surprising that we find that the
best possible talent that we have in
this country, particularly in the field
of science and technology, is not
drawn to the teaching services, but
they prefer to go to other services.

There is a Salaries Commission
presently sitting to consider the
whole question of the salary struc-
ture of the Public Service in this
country. I think that one of the
matiers they must pay very special
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and particular attention to is a com-
plete reconstruction of the salary
scales of public servants in this
country. In this country, unfortu-
nately—this is something that has
happened in the colonial days—the
administrative services and other
services are much better paid than
the technical services, the engineer-
ing services and the teaching services.
I think the Salaries Ccmmission
would do well, while going into the
whole guestion of the adequacy or
otherwise of the salaries of public
servants, to go into the question of
seeing where salaries shculd really
be paid in enhanced amounts so as to
attract the best possible talent to the
various services.

sy of 8w BEe Bied ww

Mr. Speaker, if you compare the
salaries paid to our teachers with the
salaries of teachers in other countries,
even in the advancing and develop-
ing countries, you will find that those
in the teaching services in those
countries get much better pay than
teachers in this country. That is why
we find that people from our country,
graduates, science graduates, techno-
logical graduates, and so on, prefer
to go to countries like Nigeria, Tan-
zania, and even to small Maldive
Islands. They find that the salaries
that are paid in those countries are
far higher than what they could get
in their own home country. There-
fore, if we are really interested in a
teaching service, if we are really in-
terested in attracting the best possi-
ble talent to the teaching services
which is absolutely essential if our
educaticn is to make rapid strides,
particularly in the field of science and
technology, it is absolutely essential
that there should be a re-considera-
tion of the entire question of salaries
that are being paid to our teachers.

Let us even consider the question
of salaries being paid to trained tea-
chers. Today, a primary trained
teacher gets a startino salary of Rs. 88
and goes up to Rs. 250, while a secon-
dary trained teacher—a Maharagama
trained or Palaly trained man-—gsts
Rs. 155 which goes up to Rs. 285. Both
these categories of teachers have to

Bewldm @535 ©HVE®G
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undergo a training of two years. Let
us look at other government servants
who also have to undergo periods of
training. An apothecary, for instance,
starts on Rs. 135 and gces up to
Rs. 565. An irrigation technical assis-
tant starts on Rs. 155 and goes up to
Rs. 445. A public health inspector
starts on Rs. 95 and goes up to
Rs. 415. A co-operative inspzctor
starts on Rs. 80 and goes up to
Rs. 485. A surveycr starts on Rs. 135
and goes up to Rs. 365. Even here, you
will find that although an individual,
after he has finished his G. C. E. or
the S. S. C,, has to undergo a certain
period of training before he is ad-
mitted into the service, the teacher
is the lowest paid of them all.

QB 5 e

Well, if that is the position, how
can one expect the better men, the
more intelligent men, the man who
can impart the knowledge that he has
gained, efficiently, be attracted to the
teaching services when the salary
scales are so unattractive ? Therefore,
one of the first matters that the
Government should consider is that
if our education is to take any annre-
ciable step forward then the whole
question of the salaries that are being
paid to teachers should be reviewsad,
and satisfactory salary scales should
be worked out.

Sir, a thing that is irksome to an
individual in the teaching servicz is
the number of anomalies that exist in
the teaching service, and one of the
most glaring anomalies is discrimi-
natory salary scales based on langu-
age qualifications. Even today, after
nearly twenty years of independence,
and after we had declared the natio-
nal languages as the official languages
of the country nearly twelve
ago, the Enslish -certifi-
cated teacher gets a higher salary
than the Sinhala certificated or the
Tamil certificated teacher. On what
basis can we justify the erntinuance
of this discrimination ? Naturslly,
the teacher educated in the national
language feels that he is being dis-
criminated against, and he is not
giving of his best to the school and

to the teaching service in which he
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finds himself. Therefore these ano-
malies must be removed. It would
not take long to remove them once
the Government accepts the principle
that despite the language in which a
teacher imparts education if they
have the same qualifications they
should be paid the same salary.
Whether a person is an English cer-
tificated teacher or Sinhala certifica-
ted teacher or Tamil certificated tea-
cher, if they have the same qualifi-
cations they should be paid on the
same salary scale.

If that principle is accepted then
the implementation of it is not a
very difficult process. Sir, these are
matters that the Government could
easily remedy in the field of the
problems that are facing the teaching
service. That is the first matter that
the Government should consider in
accepting these recommendations of
the UNESCO.

The second matter is the setting up
of a special commission to deal with
matters affecting the teachers,
namely, appointments, transfers and
disciplinary action against teachers.
These should be entrusted to a body,
an independent body like the Public
Service Commission which deals
with matters relating to public ser-
vants, or an independent body like
the Local Government Service Com-
mission which deals with matters
pertaining to local government ser-
vants. Where teachers are concerned
a commission on these lines should be
set up in order to deal with appoint-
ments transfers and disciplinary
action affecting teachers.

I agree that the teaching service is
a very large one consisting of a very
large number of personnel, but still
it is much better that there should be
some such independent commission,
consisting preferably of some repre-
sentatives also from teachers’ orga-
nizations and unions, to deal with
their problems rather than permit
some officials to deal with them.

Sir, we as Members of Parliament
know the pressures we are suhiected
to when it comes to the guestion of
teachers. I think the months of
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November, December and January
ate the most difficult months
as far as Members of Parliament and
teachers are concerned. There 1is
almost a daily pilgrimage that we
have to make either to the Regional
Education Office or to the Head Office
in order to satisfy the numerous tea-
chers who come to us with their
problems in relation to transfers and
so on. I think it is a very unpleasant
task for Members of Parliament in
the first instance to hang about offices
to find out whether such and such a
teacher could not be transferred or
whether such and such a teacher
could be retained in a particular sta-
tion and so on.

These problems arise because there
is no commission like the Public
Service Commission or the Local
Government Service Commission to
deal with matters affecting tea-
chers. If there is such a body then
the pressure on us will not be there,
and they will go to their representa-
tives in such body and make what-
ever representations they have to
make in order to redress their grie-
vances rather than come to Members
of Parliament.

I cannot see why, if the Public Ser-
vice Commission is good encugh for
the public servants and the Local
Government Service Commission is
good enough for the local govern-
ment servants, a similar body can-
not be set up for the teachers too. I
think that is a matter that needs the
very earnest consideration of the
Government, to see whether they
should not set up some such indepen-
dent body to deal with teachers.

The third point is the recognition
that the Government must give to
trade unions of teachers. There can be
no question that trade wunionism in
this country—or in any other coun-

try for that matter—has come to
stay.
I know that Members of Parlia-

ment have on public platforms pon-
tificated to teachers that theirs is a
nohle“Brofession, for they are char-
ged with the duty of moulding the
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character of the future citizens of the
country, and that teachers sheould not
be worried about such problems as
salaries and so on. It is very easy to
pontificate on such occasions, forget-
ting that teachers are also human
beings doing a job as much as any-
body else.

So if trade unions are good enough
for other people I cannot understand
why due 1ecognition is not given to
trade unions of teachers.

I would like on this occasion to
make an appeal to the Hon. Minister.
A number of trade unions of teachers
have been asking the Minister to
give them an opportunity to meet him
in order that they may be able to
place certain matters ‘before him. I
do not know whether they are
requests which the Minister could
consider and grant immediately or
whether they are matters that have
to be thought about. But that is not
the question. The point is that these
trade wunions of teachers want an
opportunity to meet the Minister.

The Minister should not regard all
trade unions as being anti-govern-
ment. Maybe some of the leaders of
certain teachers’ trade unions had
spoken at certain public meetings
during the last General Election.
They have been dealt with. But as
far as the general membership of
these unions is concerned, they are
not interested in politics. They are
merely interested in their own prob-
lems. I do not know about other
trade unions but I can say on good
authority, I can say that I am per-
sonally aware, that the Tamil trade
unions are in no way ill-disposed
towards this Government. They are

not. Nor are they ill-disposed towards
the Hon. Minister. They merely
want an opportunity to be afforded
to them to meet the Minister in ordear
that they may place certain matters
before him, matters which they re-
gard as of urgent and immediate
importance. I would appeal to the
Hon. Minister to give these trade
unions a chance to meet him,
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The Hon. Minister has dealt with
hon. Members very effectively when
the occasion arose, and if any trade
union of teachers tries to be funny
he can deal with them as effectively.
But I would ask him to give them an
opportunity to place before him their
grievances and their points of view.
Whether he will accept what they
have to say is another matter. I do
hope that the Minister will give tnhat
opportunity to the trade unions early.
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Sir, there are a number of prob-
lems affecting teachers and it is not
possible to deal with them in the
course of a speech introducing a
Motion such as the one now before
the House. I have dealt broadly with
two or three heads affecting teachers,
matters which they regard as urgent
and important.

As I said at the start, I would
appeal to hon. Members of the Oppo-
sition not to take this opportunity to
throw brickbats at the Minister but
rather to view this question as a
national one. In fact, the Minister
must be congratulated on certain
actions taken by him. For the first
time schools in the remote areas are
being adequately staffed, and I think
the Member for Kilinochchi (Mr.
Ratnam) will bear me out. Some of
the schools in difficult areas are being
adequately staffed. Things like that
the Minister has certainly done.

Teachers are the only persons who
can translate into concrete terms the
Minister’s wishes, the Government’s
wishes, on matters educational. They
can do it effectively and satisfactorily.
We might have the best educational
policies and schemes on earth, but if
the teachers and the teachers’ orga-
nizations do not co-operate fully and
in vey good spirit, then the policies
and the schemes will not succeed,
and that is why it is necessary that
the Government should verv clearly
indicate to the teachers that they are
anxious to do whatever is possible—
of course within the national require-
ments of the country—in order to
have a sotisfied teaching service in
this country.
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As I said earlier, I do not think
there will be any hitch in anyoody
accepting this Motion because we in
this country have a tradition for
respecting our elders and certainly
our teachers. Personally I think I
have learned one or two very valua-
ble lessons from my teachers which I
have never forgotten in my life. I
think that is true of practically every
hon. Member of this House; there
has been at some time in their life a
teacher who influenced them in some
way or another, and this influence
has always remained throughout their
lives. This is a tradition we have in
this country.

I have no doubt that the
House will unanimously accept this
Motion. Of course, nobody expects
the Government to put all these
recommendations into operation
overnight or next year or so; but
certainly these are very valuable and
desirable objectives which have been
worked out by educational experts
of the 26 countries including an ex-
pert from our own country. There-
fore, these are objectives that the
Government and the people should
strive to achieve. Once the Govern-
ment accepts these recommendations
it would tantamount to indicating to
all concerned that they have accept-
ed the broad principles and are
working towards the objectives
which are aimed at in this draft
memorandum.

&. en. 2.43
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(Mr. V. Navaratnam—Kayts)

Sir, I have great pleasure in second-
ing the Motion that has been moved
by the hon. Member for Uduppiddi. I
endorse the views expressed by the
hon. Member. As he himself re-
marked, the teaching service is one
of the noblest professions, and I
should think that the Government
must accordingly recognize the posi-
tion that teachers occupy in society.

Today in Ceylon teachers as a pro-
fession are a most disgruntled lot. Of
the many factors that must have con-
tributed to that situation;.d.believe
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one is that there has been a change
in their status and in their position in
the past decade or so. Before the
Government took over the educa-
tional institutions of this country the
teachers came under private manage-
ments run by missionary societies,
educational societies, and so on. So
they had been used to certain types
of conditions of service. They had
been used to certain standards that
applied to their service. In 1960 a
change took place. The Government
stepped in and took over all the edu-
cational institutions, and inherently
there had to be a change. And I sup-
pose—it is perfectly natural—that the
Government requires time to put
things in order, to stabilize the
situation, so that these schools may
run smoothly. But I believe the Gov-
ernment has taken too long to stabi-
lize the situation with the result that
today the teachers really do not
know where they stand.

I would like to cite one example—
the transfer of teachers. After all,
as my hon. Friend remarked, the
teachers are also human. They natu-
rally look at the members of the
other services like the Clerical Ser-
vice or the Administrative Service or
the technical services and so on and
compare their own conditions in eva-
luating these transfers or salaries.

We all know that it is almost a
well settled condition that when a
public servant is posted to a station
he is not shifted, generally speaking,
until he has completed four years’
service in that particular station. That
particular officer, when he is trans-
ferred to another station, knows very
well that at the end of four years he
will be shifted to some other station
or to some congenial station. So natu-
rally he accepts the transfer in the
order of things and goes without any
murmur. But the situation so far as
teachers are concerned is that they
are not sure what their future is
going to be like. If a particular tea-
cher is transferred to an uncongenial
station or to a very distant station
where life is rather difficult, where
amenities are nil, he naturally has a
fear, that’ he might be forgotten in
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that new station. He might be
called upon to serve in that new sta-
tion for eight, ten or fifteen years ; he
is not at all sure. So naturally when
the transfer orders come, he protests
and murmurs because he is not
quite sure about the future. That is
why it is of paramount importance
today to have a scheme of transfers.

The Government has worked
schools sufficiently long for them to
ascertain all the* particulars—the
various geographical areas where
schools are situated, the congenial
and uncongenial stations, the pecu-
liar problem or problems that might
attach to particular schools and so on.
They must be in a position now to
draw up a scheme of transfers so that
the teachers could be told: this is
the Government’s scheme of trans-
fers and if you are transferred to a
particular school you are expected to
work for so many years in that
school. If there is such a scheme
available, most of the woes of Mem-
bers of Parliament could be reduced.
Today, as my hon. Friend remarked,
during the months of November, De-
cember and January—sometimes it
goes on even towards the end of the
first school term—they are hanging
about the Education Ministry around
the officers who are responsible for
transfers as if the Members of Par-
liament have no other work to do.
That situation must be prevented.

That is why I join the hon. Mem-
ber in pleading that a commission on
the lines of the Public Service Com-
mission or the Judicial Service Com-
mission or the Local Government
Service Commission be entrusted
with this task of looking into the con-
ditions of service of teachers. It
could certainly put a stop to most of
the grievances of teachers. I cer-
tainly would, with all the emphasis
at my command, recommend that the
Government be pleased to look into
this matter once and for all and put a
stop to these protests and grievances
over teachers’ transfers.
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While urging that, I would also
stress another point pertaining to the
conditions of service of teachers. I
do not think it is advisable to have a
uniform rule for all parts of the
country. After all, we have got all
types of areas in this country. These
are: Colombo city, other cities,
home stations, uncongenial stations,
distant places, places where teachers
cannot find quarters to live in or
even have meals. All these aspects
should be taken into consideration
while posting teachers.

@b eef D o Tw

There is the other aspect. Teachers
should not be transferred willynilly
merely in order to oblige somebody.
That certainly is not going to be
conducive to a particular teacher
carrying out his duties effectively or
willingly. There is no point in
sending a teacher against his will to
a distant station where he cannot
give of his best to the students in his
charge.

All these things should be taken
into consideration. While drawing up
a scheme of transfers there must be
some consideration of the area to
which a particular teacher is trans-
ferred. As far as possible a teacher
should be posted to a school in which
he is interested. After all, the deve-
lopment of a school depends very
much on the teachers attached to if.

When we were students we were
attracted to a particular school be-
cause that school had a reputation
gained through a particular teacher
being the mathematics master, or
another teacher being the science
master or still another teacher being
an able English master. Now, pulling
such a teacher out of a school and
sending him to a distant place or a
backward area would mean that his

services cannot be availed of to the
full.

I know of a case which happened
only last week. The principal of a
certain maha vidyalaya which was
functioning very efficiently was
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pullec} out and sent to a distant up-
councry school where he could not

give of his best. This was surely a
waste of talent.

There is another example I can
cite. Last year a large number of
teachers were pulled out of Kayts.
When about 35 to 40 teachers are
pulled out of an area known to be a
backward area, naturally teachers
from other areas fight shy of coming
to that area. As a result a number of
posts are left vacant. How can we
then expect the schools to function ?
How do we expect the time table to
be drawn up ? In quite a nitmhar of
schools where the average attendance
warranted eight or nine teachers
there were only two or three
teachers.

We cannot expect that school to run.
How can two masters look after so
many children ? Those vacancies
were not filled. That type of situation
should not be allowed to continue.

In the past the transfer of teachers
and the posting of teachers was
done by the inspectorate.
Inspectors who had done field work,
who knew the geography of the
several districts and the wvarious
areas and who knew the particular
characteristics of the schools b ought
their first-hand knowledge to bear
when they posted teachers or trans-
ferred teachers. I really do not
know why that system was discon-
tinued and the effscting of transfers
by the inspectorate or the chief edu-
cation officers or the directors of edu-
cation was taken out of their hands.
I am not blaming any particular
officer. But today the reorganization
in the Ministry, in the branch that is
now in charge of transfers and post-
inos, is such that those who effect the
transfers cannot be expected to bring
to bear any personal knowledge of
anv particular area or of a particular
school.

Sneaking of the Tamil section, I
really do not know how the one sin-
gle officer who is charged with the
entire task of postings and transfers
of teachers throughout the entire
country can perform his duties satis-
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factorily. He is really being over-
worked. These are shortcomings that
the Government must look into and
put right. Somebody belonging to
the inspectorate must be posted to
the Ministry. He would be able to
direct the clerks or other officers who
are in charge of transfers. I really
do not know why the inspectorate is
kept completely out of the picture as
far as the head office is concerned.
The Sinhalese section may be diffe-
rent, I do not know. But as far as the
Tamil section is concerned, I know
there is not a single inspector or edu-
cation officer or chief education ad-
viser or a director in charge of this
type of work. And so the adminis-
trative officers cannot possibly deal
with this problem effectively or to
the satisfaction of the teachers.

Secondly, I should like to repeat
the hon. Member’s views about tea-
chers’ trade unions being ignored and
being shut out completlely. What-
ever one’s views about trade unions
may be, in the past as well as in the
present most of the trade unions have
been doing quite a lot of useful ser-
vice to the profession as such, and if
we are to obtain the views of the
profession as a whole, we have to go
to the unions. One cannot think of
consulting the teachers individually
or as a whole. The only way it can
be done is through the accredited or
acknowledged trade unions. And so
when unions have certain grievances
and want to place their grievances
before the Minister or the parties
concerned, it is not, to say the least,
fair for any one of them to say, “I
am not prepared to listen to you.”
The trade unions must be listened to.
Whether their demands are going to
be granted or not, it will really be
helpful to the administration to re-
ceive the unions, to listen to their
grievances and to look into their
g levances.

In fact, during the past week when
I was in Jaffna quite a number of
union officials came and told me that
thev have no opportunity of ceaing
the Minister or the Permanent Secre-
tary. They tell us: “After all, you
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as Members of Parliament have got
access to the Minister and the Per-
manent Secretary. Therefore, you
can put forward all these views of
ours to them.” I believe if the
Ministry will receive deputations of
these unions and listen to their grie-
vances it will certainly relieve Mem-
bers of Parliament of quite a lot of
unnecessary work.

I think almost all Members in this
House will agree with me that today
schools have become the playgrounds,
or rather the playthings, of politi-
cians. It is a very sad state of affairs;
It is certainly not going to be healthy
as far as education is concerned. If
politicians are kept out of matters
educational as far as teachers’ trans-
fers and things like that are concern-
ed, it will be a very much better edu-
cational service that we shall be pro-
viding. Members of Parliament are
brought into the picture because in-
justices are done : transfers are done
haphazardly, families are broken up,
the husband is compelled to live in
Kayts while the wife is asked to go
to Vavuniya, Anuradhapura or
Matale.

I really cannot understand on what
basis these transfers are done. Un-
doubtedly, teachers must be ready to
serve in any part of the country ; but
there can be certain human conside-
rations which can be brought to bear
in making these transfers. I cannot
understand how a wife could be se-
parated from the husband, or a
mother from the children. When she
is sent away to a distant place she is
compelled to leave the husband and
the children behind and establish a
home for herself in the place to which
she is posted. It is no use saying:
“ After all, you have willingly accept-
ed this job, and according to exigen-
cies of the service you must go
wherever you are called upon to go.”
Technically, it may be correct. But
even in administering those rules
certain human considerations must
influence us so as not to break up
homes. That is a very important as-
pect that I would like to commend to
the Ministry : please see;that homes
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are not broken up. A teacher hus-
band and a teacher wife can certainly
be posted anywhere. But if the hus-
band is not a teacher, how can the
wife leave the husband and the child-
ren and go to some distant place ?

So I do feel that in order to raise
the stature and status of teachers, the
Government must accept these re-
commendations of the UNESCO, as
my hon. Friend who moved the re-
solution has urged. And we shall
really be raising the self-respect of
the teachers; we shall really be giv-
ing them some added importance that
is their due, so that they may con-
sider themselves as belonging to a
contented service and give of their
best to the children who are put in
their change.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please ! I recognize the homn.
Member for Habaraduwa. He can be
the first speaker after the interval.

The Sitting is suspended for half
an hour. On resumption, the hon.
Deputy Chairman of Committees will
take the Chair.

dedde &0 gPWMED MOMEDD goy BO2»
CE @ . 4300 dm @  BowadSs
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Qe Bl 1 8 SLULE, Be®LD Hrbuerhml. GWe
sofler ou  &BrrEei SiuiseT [Sg. 5. Gg
umifled  QuBrrn] s2%venin SnEBEYIH6.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 4 30
P.M. and then resumed, MR. Desury
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [Mr. G. J.
PaAris PERera] in the Chair.
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“Teachers should be free to exercise
all civil rights generally enjoyed by
citizens and should be eligible for public
office.” :
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“ Measures should be taken to permit
women teachers with family responsi-
bilities to obtain teaching posts in the
locality of their homes and to enable
married couples, both of whom are

teachers, to teach in the same general
neighbourhood.
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I rise to a point of Order, Sir,
There is, no Quorum.
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House counted, and a Quorum not being
present, the Division Bells were ordered
to be rung.

DE DO
25 Blenauliy
ADJOURNMENT

BED aMEdme cmmPPewsy, Ml @en
Bowds wmuBn® 8z 11 2» ©0dS
Bedaw «lew, &P ozn Ve O H
o Acw =c MmaA» G&

Hewddm @8IF5) CedaE:

1164
DE B
On'F oace 0 gwmed,
G @ 5.50, 1969 S8 6 2 weg
G W 2 2 e @ Fodw.

Slevreorii  BeopGlaicsn  Gsons s@e BWaEsaien
ol sBonseri oaiaer, Mlvwmat e % @e. 11
Qerig.  dl@dlaifls souow @sSamars sriser.

Q@serug., s B.u. 5.5 1969 sen
af 6, B Spenw (. u. 2 werfleueng
95 SevaisaliL g.

Later, a Quorum mnot being present,

Mr. Depury CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

adjourned the House, without Question
put, under Standing Order No. 11

Adjourned accordingly at
3.5 P.M. until 2 p.M. on Monday,
6th January 1969.
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