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Conciliation Boards (Amendment).
Courts (Amendment).

Courts of Requests (Special] Provi-

sions).
Adoption of Children (Amendment).

(AMENDMENT) BILL

’ CONCILIATION BOARDS
[SENATE]
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(Mr . P. P. Wickramasuriya—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
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It is with great regret that I have
to announce to the House the death
of Dr. M. P. Drahman, M.B.E,,
Appointed Member, and I desire on
behalf of the House to express our
deep sense of the loss we have
sustained, and our sincere sympathy
with the members of the family of
the hon. Member.

Appropriate speeches will be made
at the proper time.
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I have to announce to the House
that Mr. Samson Sena Wijesinha has
been appointed Clerk Assistant in the

House of Representatives with effect
from the 15th October, 1963.
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(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena—Kottawa)

On a point of Order, this same
matter was stated by the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture, Food and
Co-operatives. If we are going to
debate this question now, then it will
be all right for the Hon. Minister
to explain. Otherwise it is not
necessary.
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I was asked by Mr. Speaker to
explain the objects. That is what I
am doing.
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Order, please!

There is no point
of Order.
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) Is he aware that the
houses now being constructed by the
Land Development Department in
the Madalagama Colonization Scheme
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are of a smaller size than those put
up earlier ? (b) What is the reason
for the change in the size of the
houses ? (¢) Since these houses are
much too small for the colonists to
live in, will he take steps to see that
the houses are of the standard size
constructed in other schemes ?

b 8 8 ¢ 8CD (98, N8M1Bs
o F¢€ Acw B8Ede @B om wewm
5632 )

(Gsorras &. & 1y Doar—srenfl, Sid
urgar, (lGTcllens e FHh FoL APSe
QLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

(a) Yes. (b) To reduce expendi-
ture in Colonization Schemes. (c)
Yes. These houses are not con-
sidered too small for colonists to
live in. However it has since been
decided to allow the colonists the
option to build according to the old
type plan. The old type plan cottages
are of the standard size constructed
in other schemes.

Hnu Y. 9. emeds

(Qr&L i erar. erib. QOuCrmrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am sorry, Sir. There was so
much noise I could not hear what the
Answer was. The only point is, I
want to know from the Hon. Minister
why this special change is being made
in this colony, that is, giving them

smaller houses than you find in any
other colony.

o & 8. ¢ 8T
(Qzorras &. & 9 Qodvaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

No.

@nde J5Y. I8 cuedsd
(Q_r&. i erer. erib. QuGCrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Recently you have started changing
the size of the houses.

1963 R endas 156

1542
2Em 886
oH 8 8. ¢ 8
(Qsarras &. (. 19 Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

No. Only this year—in 1963.

grnde D5Y. DO ocuedd
(Qur&L_i orer. ereb. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

And you are now permitting the
colonists to expand their houses if
they want to do so ?

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8T
(Qsorreu &. (. 9. Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

To build the houses with Govern-
ment assistance equal to what will
cost the Government——

Gl DuY. 9. sueddh
(Qr&t_i erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I want to make that point clear.
The Government is now building
smaller houses; then the colonists
are entitled to extend those housec +n
the old size——

a5 8. 8. ¢ 8B8C
(Czorrar &. G, 19 Qévaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Any size.

anda sy, 8. sueds

(Q_ra&i_i erar. erib. G)u@';rsrn‘)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

to any size they want with the
assistance of the Government.

oG 8. 8, ¢ B8
(Qasorrar &. (9. 19 Soveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

They can expand their houses. If
they want a bigger house the Govern-
ment will give them assistance equal
to what it will cost the Government
to build the standard type of house.
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VEYANGODA STORES OF THE FOOD
DEPARTMENT

Gnla Y. L. cuelsd

(OLr&e_j erer eren. QuUGror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

D828, gamd wn BB WOWD
88c @By gy Y& ®w: ()
s 6cendme®@symed 6DwsY ewnd
DG wnE o B3 0800 an MO

DODGDE B ecewmn eFded
Gy Hedc? (@) VWQTeasy B
ecemzy FEE wODE&EITe? B

ecemy nDnEw eF gBw® e ?

] (@) 22202wE® cevf ¢Bw® 9w wdend

 efDw Wém gwee 6 HEE GEN

Oenc? (8) s WO U8 gaedd
cef Dy @B Bwg ecexn® &S84
BHEBO @& B WS ?

sLEQFTIAD, oeame, @l @pay dausrs
IouwsFsors Gl dle: () Hwrs
Qarenrwioyerer  oaveys  Bewraser

Bew &m @55 Vem WEw

1544
S BEBGL

(=2

Ler_ar&ule wr, i@  yEwaipep
a p Il pé @ e 5 POl e i g gl Berer
Qg ifevreri seir or G s Guir 2 (2p) @eur
a@nar, SrpsT 919 L1160 L1 @th, FmnETlE
DGV I FGUTH S 319 LILIGHL 4% b
oo g gl QerQerriic TGzt Cui? (@)
spardlls gowm FuCuUrSs g lien
p ST poGar s Crenais &STev
Goeraverey 2 (F) 2po1 fﬁfr“;ﬁr‘é?tﬁi’\%(j@ Goew
Q&riL_it b1 2/%r

M TUjID BT EST @arsmauuﬁ@)mr}‘,a}gasulﬁp@

Qe ppluseur Seir

SJeui  [FL_GULG- &) EEGT er@Lliromr ?

asked the Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Co-operative: (a) How
many workers are employed for
loading and unloading flour and rice
at the Veyangoda Stores of the Food
Department ? (b) Of these, how
many are on a fixed basis and how
many are temporary or on a casual
basis ? (¢) What is the length of
service of those on a temporary or
casual basis ? (d) Will he take steps
to have all those who have been in
regular employment for more than
six months placed on a permanent
footing ?

@8 . oweld Ow. (B,
Ppend o BQué DO 8 ¢
@ o »)

(B i erev. QUCrrr—eflauFmrw,
> _enray, a;;_r;@‘ms)]r OjeNLDFFNGT LIT T TOFHLLET
n& sriflwugia )

(Mr. R. S. Perera—Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Agriculture, Food
and Co-operative)

(¢) cRuwryemm®d ped B 2B
b6 gaend ¢» M® &» 5088 6DwxY
Cond ©OBE «DOWE  8OBw
B8 e opY BB WEH CAR.
ccHdme®sy OO guny DOWGDBY
DNBEOw) OB ctfdewd ewcd um. @
DG, BE8ReW @B 830D 188 B

G mew. (@) cdom exxed. (9) ¢
o2 e516d. (J) gdom erxned.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1545
8m BE&
8 8. @b 9w2¥dm» dw.
(B . 9. g (&N QUi 6T )
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
@cd® YA WO ¢y B8NS g
R0 g& ST B g ® BEewm.

D BNELI s
(Furprusr)

(Mr. Speaker)

D DS Nd 65T .

@pnde Y. 8. cwedsb

(QuréLi erar. erwd. QuiGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera) '

oS @8Ce®s¥n TP ¢’
SO méewsy Bwedryem SXed eefd
DR5Y Ddrcwsy D emHWISY OB
N B DB gewes ¢ ?

8, Oed. cuedsd .
(B . eren. QuUCrrr)
(Mr. R. S. Perera)

AR MO anw OB ween DRO ©m
e e BDem DE.

8 8. @8, 9;mdBAD .

(B . 9. yi. Gewaigear)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

cdwryeend® $Hed Bw Dmmended
s ¢ P& N® an 3080 s
ICI® emnzsIvNsy H)®wd 62%0eDR LB
D6 . 6T NedD® 6t DRsY
Jeowsy AB WO B TS guew
QY B DwewmB Ewd®
BOew. o NEDO demsy BB
themmemdensl dendd BPeews. sy
B8Yomd POwY emnslmps’ 2ed %@
@ @B W6 ¢ wensy DO
B §ed DD DoBeslem sy

@8, 9. csellHh @w.

(S . erow. QuCrorr)

(Mr. R. S. Perera)

2N DB D@ GENsY HHnT
ey 2B swew & Ge8w emsy
Y mndew] 605D Bw S¥ed XD
w5y Bl @ews’ o » 3ODxsY ¢
Bw® g o 9 goxd,

1963 @' enyas 156

1546

28m 8824

8 8. @8 @HdER» Ow.

(8. . 9. yi. @ewrour ger )

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

e® cdw Ewd® Dd meg S¥edd
et Dwsy Drewsy 6z06dRe? &
MEC ANBo 8D Sewmny OB
MEensY B WE PENEBO 6NEDBE
6® 08w B wed ? 6® cd8wd az’
Gz LY oY G DY 5 By DOWS, gRS
DB B WS e wr¥em ?

0. 9. ozedb w.

(B gyi. erew. QUCrrr)

(Mr. R. S. Perera)

Y 8IRws Deed D) nsT6wd
260w WEB WMEEeT—m@5Y 505y
GBEE WEHOICOWBE® MEEW .

&5y ¢ BED 0058 w@de
Cogrer & Sodeaur pris werpi
JOHN DE SILVA DRAMATIC CLUB

3. eeRemendn WRED. 8. ¢ B

(Ourdii tiefly. . 1. Qéeur)

(Dr. W. D. de Silva)

OB oo st B  WOwm
B€e 7:10Bew’ g o s : (&)
FIHT ) BBez &Y ¢ BT
D0BN CotMmed 2005 W& oy BYSE
6gen I o dum Bg 2D D@
¢ ¢ ? () Do 5105 desm
¢S gdw D@ @eww cc®dewmnd)
R CRBY ®ed 889 @B c&fs’
¢ BT 52005 6@8wd dmp@s a6
eeNe? (@) D& 6¥® mndencs D@
BoBNmew BewlEmGsy SO
D% S B DIGD DEe ?

Fall, STEFTT Heusris DN LDE &F GO T &

Cale ol@: (9) STNEGHOFaTn  Huire
wur@urer . Corer & Deoanr Qomena
e priss s@evuws suawh_}u‘ssﬁw(@ /(G5
Carener L @i Qreriien & et oy Seurrir 2
(&) Yyeamer w L& Fevf]
an_Guy LTIy e & mG) e ﬁ,@a}du:;r_g:rm
Coyrer & Ddveur mri_as LT P& DS e
e geflwief iimrrr ? (D) @ﬁ,{g@!fiﬂm{&}ﬁﬂi
G 58 B aen_er Qs _wibrip s F6) f5
sTCrAsm  oer
Qu@iiuranr ?

BT L& (8 &5 o

BOLS Pl ey Gens


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1547
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[ee®csmenBwn DRED. 8. ¢ BF ]
asked the Minister of Eduation and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that the late Mr. John de Silva,
Lawyer, made a significant contribu-
tion to promote drama in Ceylon ?
(b) Will he give assistance to the
John de Silva Dramatic Club at
Baseline Road, Dematagoda, orga-
nized to popularise his dramas among
the people ? (¢) Will he discuss
this matter with the representatives
of this organization and take
suitable action ?
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(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Educatior
and Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he
aware that teachers and many others
in the country are making every
effort to commemorate the death of
Mr. Mettananda, the former Pre-
sident of Guru Sangamaya (Teach-
ers’ Association) ? (b) What action
does the Government propose to take
to commemorate his death? (c)
Will he take action to grant political
rights to teachers in commemoration
of his great services ?
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VoTE oF CoNDOLENCE : Dr. M. P.
DRAHAMAN, APPOINTED MEMBER

a5 8 8. ¢ 8
(Qzarrar #. 1F. 9. Bodeur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Mr. Speaker, it is with deep regret
that I have to refer to the passing
away of Dr. M. P. Drahaman, one of
our ardent colleagues in this House
ever since 1956. Dr. Drahaman was
ailing for sometime on account of
heart trouble, and he died on 13th
October, 1963. I move, on behalf of
all Honourable Members of this
House, that this House should express
its deep regret and convey to the
members of the bereaved family the
profound appreciation of the services
rendered by the late Dr. Drahaman.

Born on November 5th, 1899, Dr.
Drahaman received his early edu-
cation at All Saints College, Galle,
and later at Wesley College, Colombo.
Brilliant student that he was he found
his way into the medical profession in
1928 and after a brief career as a
doctor under the Medical Depart-
ment Dr. Drahaman engaged in pri-
vate practice in which he com-
manded a very lucrative practice right
up to the time of his death. Early in

1963 Rz efRB 16
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his life he interested himself in social
activity with particular attention to
matters connected with the Malay
community in this country. He was
closely linked with the All Ceylon
Malay Association and the Malay
Cricket Club for over 25 years being
the president of these associa-
tions from time to time. As the
President of the All Ceylon Malay
Congress he led a deputation before
the Soulbury Commission pressing for
representation for Ceylon Malays in
the Legislature, and it goes to the
credit of the late Dr. Drahaman that
he happened to be the first member of
the Malay community to be appointed
to this House. Apart from the local
affiliations he developed towards
Malays, he was keenly interested in
the struggle for Indonesian Freedom.
Within his capacities he was most
successful in whipping up much en-
thusiasm in this country for the Indo-
nesian struggle for freedom. When
the Indonesians attained ‘Merdeka ’
their freedom, Dr. Drahaman received
special recognition of his efforts by
way of an invitation from the Indo-
nesian Government to bhe 3 distin-
guished participant at the Freedom
celebrations, in December 1949
Honourable Members are aware that
Dr. Drahaman was of 1 very quiet
disposition but he was always very

conscientious in his duties as a
Parliamentarian.

Mr. Speaker, with the passing away
of Dr. Drahaman this -House is
deprived of a very amiable Parlia-
mentarian, the Malay community in
particular has been made the poorer
by the loss of one of its very ardent
and zealous fellow-workers, and the
medical profession has been adversely
affected by the loss of a very able and
experienced practitioner. I will much
appreciate if you will direct the Clerk
to the House of Representatives to
forward a copy of these minutes to
the members of the bereaved family
and to convey to them our dee
sympathies on the irreparable loss
sustained by them, and also express
our appreciation of the many services
that have been rendered to Lanka by
the late Dr. M. P. Drahaman,

30 4T
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(Mr. Dudley Senanayake—Dedigama)

In supporting the Motion moved by
the Hon. Leader of the House, I
endorse the sentiments expressed by
him. A number of Members, who
have been sitting with us, have of late
passed away. Dr. Drahaman was with
us only the other day, and I must con-
fess that his death came as a surprise.
He took a leading part in the acti-
vities of the Malay community and
the work that he did received recog-
nition when he was first appointed a
Member of this House in 1956. Having
served a long term of office, he has
unfortunately passed away.

I support the Motion of the Hon.
Leader of the House that we convey
to his wife and family an expression
of our regret.

&, oo, 2.41
. & 3.
(25 ey DesE )

(B erav. Cog. o). Qeeapsrusb—arm

SVE DNee® .

CaFargienm)

(Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam—Kan-
kesanturai)

I wish to associate myself, on my
behalf and on behalf of the members
of my party, with all that has been
said by the Hon. Leader of the House
and the hon. Leader of the Opposition
about Dr. Drahaman.

Dr. Drahaman was a courteous and
kind gentleman. No one could meet
him without being impressed by his
gentle nature. He had a disarming
smile about him.

Dr. Drahaman was a leading mem-
ber of his community and was very
correctly appointed a Member of this
House to represent his community.
His activities were not confined to
Ceylon alone. He took a deep interest
in the affairs of the Malay people all
over the world. He associated him-
self with the Indonesian people in
their struggle for political freedom.
In recognition of his services in that
direction he was an honoured guest
at the freedom celebrations of Indo-
nesia at Djakarta in December 1949,

Bewidsy @55 e VE®
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During the last few years of his liie
he was affected by a malady which
meant that he might pass away at any
time. Being a doctor, he knew very
well about his heart condition, but he
never let his cheerful disposition de-
part from him.

To his sorrowing wife and children
we send our sympathy, and I join in
the request made that a copy of the
proceedings of today be forwarded to
the bereaved members of his family.

g. 0. 2.44

@ . D8 euedd
(QréLi erar. erwp. QuUGrasm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I should like to endorse what has
been said about our late Colleague,
Dr. Drahaman. I regret very much
that the news of his death came to us
so suddenly. Many of us did not know
about it until the burial arrangements
had all been completed. Many of us
were quite unaware of the fact that
he had died and in fact been buried
too. So far as I am concerned, I must
say that I deeply regret the fact that
I was not able to attend the funeral.

I came to know Dr. Drahaman only
after he was appointed a Member of
this House—I think in 1956. All of us
remember him as a very good person,
one who did not intrude into either
the Debates or any other matters in
this House. He was a person who
went quietly about his business. I
think he had the good fortune to -
follow in the footsteps of a ‘great
Malay personality of this country, one
of our great leaders, Mr. T. B. Jayah.
Perhaps he was not as prominent as
Mr. Jayah, nevertheless, Dr. Draha-
man in his own quiet, sedate way, at-
tended to the wvarious tasks, parti-
(;ularly, of his community and, I think,
it is correct to say that the community

looked up to him as one of its out-
standing leaders.

I must say here in this House that
this year has been a very unfortunate
vear for us ; death has reaped a fairly
copious harvest from among the Mem-
bers of this House during the year. It
is most unfortunate, and I hope
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during the rest of the year at least,
we would be spared this unfortunate
situation. I would like to say how
much we feel the loss of Dr. Draha-
man and I would like to endorse what
hon. Members before me said, that
the members of the family should
know how much we valued him as
a friend and colleague.

ceDemAdwi . J. 39O&H»
(OLré&L i erow. ar. elSrbHmEan)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I would like to associate myself
with the sentiments expressed by the
leaders of the various parties regard-
ing the passing away of Dr. Draha-
man. I first knew him as a medical
student in the Medical College, and
from that time I knew how much he
was loved and how acceptable he was
to all the people who came in contact
with him. We all know he had very
strong national sentiments for the in-
dependence of the Indonesian people
when the Indonesians were strugging
to obtain their independence. He was
one of their staunchest supporters in
this  country, canvassing public
opinion in this country on behalf of
the Indonesian people. And as a
Malay he was very conscious of the
role a Malay could play not only in
Malaya and Indonesia but also in
Ceylon. Although he was a nationa-
list, we all know how understanding
and co-operative he was with all com-
munities. As a Member of this House,
we will miss him very much. I
would like to associate myself with
the other hon. Members who spoke
before me in asking that you convey

to the family our sense of great loss
at his death.

8. BT O -85 @can.
DEB G H)

(Bw
2% S el )

(Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon—Appointed
Member)

I would also like the privilege of
paying my own tribute to a colleague

in the group of Appointed Members.
Dr. Drahaman who has_been .an

(esmy
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Appointed Member for the last seven
years was, as has been stated _by
various speakers, most unobtrusive
in this House, but I can tell from
personal experience that he was not
so unobtrusive in his efforts for the
community which he represented, in
the Lobbies and in private. We have
known for the last several months
that he was not well, but that did not
affect the vigour and the way in
which he worked for the community
with which he was associated and
which he represented in this House.
Dr. Drahaman was one of the most
lovable persons in this House and we
shall all miss him. He represented a
community which, I think, has had
rather a rough time over the last
quarter of a century or so in Ceylon,
and he represented them very
thoroughly, very conscientiously, and
well. T think, I am expressing the
opinion of the hon. Appointed
Members of this House when I say
that we join fully in supporting the
sentiments which were expressed by
the Hon. Leader of the House, and
endorsed by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition and the other speakers.

ADE2. corznem® .

(8@ —lefly. seE@ués)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

We were very sorry indeed to hear
of the death of Dr. Drahaman. He
was a very quiet Member indeed, but
we had the good fortune of having
him on our side although he belonged
to the Government. And very often
we were able to see glimpses of the

kindly and thoughtful soul that he
was,

He was a very conscientious person
and was very devoted to his work.
In 1956 when the late Prime Minister
was looking for persons who could
fill the nominated seats he made a
very wise selection in nominating
Dr. Drahaman to one of them.

I must say, Sir, that during the
last 7 years he was a most outstanding
public man amongst the Malays. It
is with more than ordinary sorrow
that I speak of his death, because the
late Dr. Drahaman was a very
distinguished citizen of Galle. He
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received his education in one of the
oldast schools in Galle and he always
loved his old town. He made a very
great contribution to his community
and he has left behind him a record
of which the Malay community may
well be proud. I associate myself,
Sir, with all the sentiments that have
been expressed by other hon.
Members of the House.
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I wish to associate myself with the
sentiments expressed on both sides of
the House in regard to the death of
Dr. M. P. Drahaman, M.B.E. I shall
request the Clerk of the House to
make a minute of the proceedings of
the Meeting today and send a copy
thereof to the members of the
bereaved family.
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08 wecnsY 3 Bearresy : c@x» 18
1) 2B 80nDE Bewieds

“18 (1) A motion for the adjournment
of the House shall not be made until
Public Business has been entered upon
(except by a Minister) unless a member
rise in his place at the end of question
and ask leave to move the adjournment
of the House for the purpose of discuss-
ing a definite matter of urgent public im-
portance and state the matter.

(2) Such a motion by a member shall
not be made unless

(a) the member obtains the leave of
the House, or

(b) the leave of the House not having
been given, not fewer than
twenty members rise in their
places to support him.

(3) If the motion is so supported or
the House gives leave, it shall stand over
on Tuesday or Thursday until 5.30 p.m.
on Wednesday until 6.30 p.m. and on
Friday until 3 p.m.

(4) Leave shall not be sought for more
than one such motion on any one day.

(5) On days on which Government
business has precedence, no motion for
the adjournment of the House, other than
a motion made under the provisions of
this Order, shall be moved between the
items of business set down for that day
before 7 p.m. on Tuesday or Thursday, 8
p.m. on Wednesday and 4.30 p.m. on Fri-
day unless such motion be moved by a
Minister.”
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(Mr. Speaker)

T & 60 188 DwsIm. Do)

G200 e Eo¥ »éw 6cBIBP.

@oeuaﬁjp-i’ﬁl@ﬁf .

(Blp. SmiseL_eir-¢& e )

(Mr. Singleton-Salmon)

On a point of Order, surely if 20

Members support the hon Member,
he may move that Motion.

WD S BN G DS

(surprusn)

(Mr. Speaker)

No. The hon. Member will see me

at 4 o’clock in my Chambers.
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Motor Traffic (Amendment) Bill
“to amend the Motor Traffic Act”.
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38, 1963 2’ oo¥ DB 16 B A 6¢dm S
BB @) 6B ¢ dn Bgorw VG ©D X8 <
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Companies (Amendment) Bill
“to amend the Companies Ordinance ”.
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&0 Private Members’ Motions.

0b O Hosewe
(Qaerros oymsssar gmeur)
(An hon. Member)
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(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
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(Qr&i erer. erip. QuGrir)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What are you going to discuss
tomorrow ? Tomorrow is Private
Members’ day. Are you taking up
Private Members’ day tomorrow ?

@ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaorras &. (F. 19 Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Yes.

DAEC o NG .
(B i afl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Government is taking up Private
Members’ day ?

oG & 8. ¢ B

(Qserrer £. (F. 19 Seveurr )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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abd 8. 8. ¢ BCED
(Qaorrey &. (F. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I am not ready to answer just now
the question whether we can have it
tomorrow.

ADE o sHsNwm Do,

(8w L ofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

This is a private Member’s Motion.

@ande Y. 0. ewelb

(Qr&ii erar. erb. QuUGrmTm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

May I draw the attention of the
Hon. Leader of the House to this
point ? All Members of the Opposi-
tion have desired a Debate on the
question of the Press Commission.
Now, it is not fair that the Press
Commission should sit while the
majority of the House would be
having a different view on the matter.
At least the Government should be
satisfied that there is reasonable
support for this Press Commission. I
think it is in the interests of both the
Government and the Opposition that
we should debate this matter. This is
a Motion signed by all Members of the
Opposition. So, I think it only fair
that the Government should pay heed
to that request of the whole Oppo-
sition. This is a matter for arrange-
ment between the Government and
the Opposition.

o &8 8. ¢ B
(Qaorres &. 1F. 19 Doveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I have no objection.

2DED. coyrznwd .

(8. dofly. ss@uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

May I know how many days we are
going to sit this week ? What is the
arrangement in regard to Sittings
this week and the week after ?

1963 @ enad 1b

1570
sy 5 ®ex’ Deed deid®

o 8. 8. < S
(Qserrey &. (F. 19 Soveurr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Leaders are meeting at 4
o’clock today.

ADED. coznum Den.

(8. lefly. ss@u&s)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Then a date can be fixed by mutual
consent for the Debate on the
Press Commission—[Interruption]—
Tomorrow, if you agree.

o& & 8. ¢ 8
(Oserres &. 1F. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

gc 839 4 O BwGO® B sNGHEBT
dE800 Béenw 6 cam BeAH. &
e NedE g 6® ¥y B aum exbh
DO 3GIsY.

ccDemnée 8. 8. 3. sneZNesY
(5 g8)

(Qur&e it . erib. &if. pr&prseT— BV
Qi)

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

Mr. Speaker, there is a Motion
signed by nearly every Member of
the Opposition and by all the leaders
of parties on this side on the
subject of the delimitation of the
wards of the Jaffna Municipal
Council, which was put on the Order
Book even earlier than this Motion on
the Press Commission. That Motion
too has to be debated somewhat
urgently since the nominations for
the Jaffna municipal elections are due
to be received on the 29th of this
month and the elections are due to
follow soon thereafter. We ourselves
are in favour of the Motion on the
Press Commission being taken up
before the other Private Members’
Motions, but I hope the Hon. Leader
of the House will give some priority
to this other Motion and allow it to
be debated soon afterwards.
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@& dfd. @l R’ D Dd5NGWD
DI

(Qsermes  erii. L_WIew  LIGRTL_T T

BTl )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Then hon. Member for Welimada is
quite right. When the House met
last I did say that I would be in a
position to give a date when we
would be able to discuss a proposal
for a Select Committee on the C.W.E.
put forward by him and by some
other Members of the House. I have
since discussed the matter with some
of my Colleagues but I have not yet
ascertained their views. I would ask
the House to give me a little more
time ; on the next occasion I expect to
be able to give a categorical answer
to this question. I did hope I would
be able to do so today, but unfortu-
nately it has not become possible.

oY, 99. 8. SHddny 5 @,

(5. Cs. orib. (F. rregrser)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

BRSc ecry® ddsye ?
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1572
Bribery (Amendment) Bill [Senatz]
—Second Reading

aé dfd. @l dwew A WésNGED
(Qzarmes DT

6Tt L _UIGYW  LIGRTL_T T
BTlUI&S )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I do not think I will be able to do
so next Friday. It might be possible
at the next Sitting after Friday.
[2000 DHE@x']
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ERIBERY (AMENDMENT) BILL
—[SENATE]
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Bribery (Amendment) Bill [Senatey
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WSen 6D ezmBBsY wend 85 acf
ctd Qeddcw s erwwmg Bud. o
Ctd emn®w8ef 92880 8w S @d
%5 & »Y 100 s@ew sy Beamd.
g 100 57 40z e gdced ©mnd

1963 = e dE 15

1574
—Second Reading

8ef RBbemw WS BEADD, ‘GRS
fef B efed” ewdnf Ge@Bwd @ES
oY g @Rw Dw. densy & wEY
sens) DG 66 ENRwéenew BHEH®WO
sy @l Qmem Y0 8g 8 BHedw
@ me O gdcy OeHDCw B8
DG oernd HBDHO ol8ssS
WEBYQ e 308, 1954 BB ¢
g0 9o’ m® BPem, edaed
cef DMk E5NIB guwes DB
A Cedwmd @E8umY WExnY . 1958
988usY mg wemem 31 D DwsyS
6% Gen8wd BRE OO JCw B
D6 a®0. 00 wvewm @ESuay
DésTem Vs YBm» & HICO gHIE.
e @8 ddnem cctHdm
ey IY, D 9 VeH5Y 68 Bew®

DH—

ADEL. covnwm S,
(B lefly. ssE@wuss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
58 DNesry BewmDe ?

ID)Pew8w e,

(Bqp. Hs& @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Bwwz Sone 8 Bewmd. Cdwd
@E8unY HEBO wemw Ww@ 402 Bew
9. Prima facie cases wxedsy I3
HeH DT B 30DH. OO Ben 6O Loewn
A 988y WEsTH g0 68® &by
©end 988800 Ay m Bg Pew. ¢C e
PeRVCwES gilwben cEdD ENSBBI
Bend Oy onf erdm B
ol sBwbencwnsy gdw, , Brrg
D ey N8w BNwx) NS5y demes
oy Gendew Sy D BB
BB 85 ewEry® 8 H e8wd
ec ce edcrn 9E8uny DESD wwd.

52 DOVHWE G 68 WeIB
BERD B BDwsY 5 Bewsmd. S8k
5,000 cRw BOO e&F gd&E
oo 86 cADO 80 end Euf P
Ge0dwd ZODA. 30@2B )@ a3
&5 8w 085 v onew
gdbg Gcm 8BS caRVE 2OHE.
55 6® BoedE BB Do
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260 8dE 8 Bewmd. geog HDW

86 ¢80 e &8wE 5000m ¢&

o o wnedsy v cdmeE WS

5365 5.

8. B. @d. 9emdEA» .

(B 1o, 9. i @owaiser)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

c® cownm sodn BC, FAGE
M QCC DD

3)@uSe dwn.

(Ba5. MsBrg i)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

o ¥g8 57 ® 6® g ce »A dwesIH
A BDeCR, g8 Awsfem. &J D ¢®
3Rwo Benm I :

“The proceedings in a District Court
for bribery shall be taken before any
other business of that Court unless special

circumstances of urgency in such other
business render it impossible to do so”.

Du®, AC» YIS ®w. 6OHB HB R
G . ol BWIRWEemew BT BT
@ @50 Dwo 8BS, 1958 wenem Forn
Swd 6® ey @edac—Bribery
Tribunal—#3% 8e4iRw BHBG, GRS
& cefdh en@u8ry wenecdsy sy 96
NB Bles.

c®w e 6B 6CB & ©& WHY
ey 9T CHD. Vet ® gy Menssy D
T > 839, cdw gc® w®I®» WS
6e® IO,

g mw 80088 B @8

ADED. cvvsNem Do

{‘@@. f_f_'mﬁu_{. FE@UEGS )

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Mr. Speaker, it will help us to cut
short the Debate on this Bill if the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary will be
so good as to clear certain doubts
that have arisen in the minds of
some of us about the implications of
this amending Bill. These doubts
have arisen in regard to those cases
in which allegations were proved
before the Parliamentary Bribery

el E5) @253‘:@ @4@@)5)606
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Commission of 1959-60, appointed on
the 11th of September, 1959, under
the Commissions of Inquiry Act.

D0, B. @ . (vbsyenmm)
(‘&Eﬁ@‘ GTLh. 1o, LIGHTL T—anE&HTeT0% 5 5 )
(Mr. M. D. Banda—Hanguranketa)

Not under the Bribery Act.

29EL. cormnwmd .

(S L_Lraflyy. FE@)SS )

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Now it looks as if Clause 3 of this
amending Bill introduces a mnew
Section 5. New Section 5 reads as
follows :

“1f the Bribery Commissioner, after
the investigation of an allegation of bri-
bery against any person, is satisfied that
there is a prima facie case of the commis-
sion by that person of an offence specified
in Part II of this Act, such Commissioner
shall trasmit a copy of the record of the
investigation. certified under his hand to
the Attorney-General who may indict
such person before the District Court”.

What will be the position of those
against whom  allegations were
proved before the Parliamentary
Bribery Commission ? As a result
of a very trival omission in the pro-
cedure that preceded the appoint-
ment of the Parliamentary Bribery
Commission, it was found that the
six gentlemen who were found
guilty by that Commission could not
be penalised in any way. It was
not possible to take away from them
their civic rights for seven years.
That happened because of a slight
oversight on the part of the Govern-
ment at the time the Parliamentary
Bribery Commission was appointed.

Under our Constitution, the
Parliamentary Bribery Commission
should have been appointed upon a
resolution of the House, but no
formal resolution of the House was
made because the Prime Minister,
the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike, had given an undertaking to
the House that such a Commission
would be appointed. Because no
formal resolution of the House was
passed, when the Parliamentary
Bribery Commission found six
gentlemen guilty of having taken
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bribes it is not possible to place on
them any disability or penalty.
Thus, today those six gentlemen
who were Members of this House are
in a sort of “No Man’s Land ”.

od. ¢l. LwdlA» O

(B O i guaigen)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
They are in the S. L. F. P. land !

ADES. cvvne® Sw.

(Bp. 1_Liefly. sa@UES)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

They were found guilty by the
Parliamentary Bribery Commission
but they have not been deprived of
their civic rights for any length of
time. Of course, we know that of
their own accord they resigned from
their seats, but as things stand today
they have not been punished in any
way consequent upon the Parlia-
mentary Bribery Commission finding
them guilty of the offence of
Bribery.

Now, my question to the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary is this:
will it not be possible for these six
gentlemen who were former Mem-
bers of this House to request the
Bribery Commissioner to investi-
gate the allegations of bribery ?
When the Bribery Commissioner
does agree to such an investigation
he will probably find prima facie
cases against those six gentlemen.
Thereupon the Bribery Commissioner
will transmit copies of the records of
those cases affecting those six gentle-

men to the Attorney-General. The
Attorney-General will then indict
those six gentlemen before the

District Court. I want to ask him
whether there is such a possibility.

@S Do,
(8w ﬁﬁ?aﬁﬁ?ﬁrm@fﬂm)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

What do you want?
know that also.

Let me

1963 @ emd& 1b
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RDED. crNwD .

(B lefly. sa@wuss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I put a plain question and I want
a plain answer. You must be at the
receiving end. You are the one who
introduced this Bill. I put to you
the question whether those six ex-
Parliamentarians, those gentlemen
who had been found guilty by the
Parliamentary Bribery Commission
of 1959-60, cannot find a loophole in
this Bill that you have introduced to
go before the District Court and have
their cases re-heard.

IS D,
(Sm. a8 rin@fu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

You want that to happen ?

IDED. coznwm Sw.

(8 Llefly. see@wuss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

We do not want that to happen. If
you say that that position will not
arise—and you will make that posi-
tion clear in the amending Bill—you
will cut short this Debate.

20w dw Dw.
(Bp. &8 rweEgmu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Clause (3) of the amending Bill is
more or less on the same terms as
Section (5) of the original Act.
Section 5 of the original Act reads
as follows :

“5. (1) If the Bribery Commissioner is
satisfied that there is a prima facie case of
the commission by any person of an
offence specified in Part II of this Act,
such Commissioner or any advocate, proc-
tor or officer authorised in writing by
such Commissioner shall prosecute such
person before a Bribery Tribunal ”.

The new Section 5 is the same
except that the latter part

“If the Bribery Commissioner, after the
investigation of an allegation of bribery
against any person, is satisfied that there
is a prima facie case—"
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[Bn@u8w ®w.]
It is there in the old section also.

« _guch Commissioner shall transmit a
copy of the record of the investigation to
the Attorney-General.”

In the earlier section there was
this :

“for any advocate or proctor autho-
rized by him to prosecute....”

I must say with respect to the
question asked from me, certainly
where the amending Section 5 is con-
cerned, there is nothing mysterious.
There also in the old Section the
Bribery Commissioner, if he is satis-
fied after investigation that there is
a prima facie case, he could proceed
under the old Act and insfruct a
proctor or advocate to file the case.
The only difference here is that it
makes use of the Attorney-General
to present the indictment.

I will now refer to Section 3 of the
Act which is not modified by the
amending Act:

“The Attorney-General, or any officer
authorized in that behalf by and acting
under the control of the Attorney-
General, is hereby empowered to direct
and conduct the investigation of all alle-
gations of bribery notwithstanding any-
thing in any other written law to the
contrary.”

I want to emphasize this too :

“ _...is hereby empowered to direct and
conduct the investigation of all allegations
of bribery....”

As far as my information goes, with
respect to those six gentlemen who
were found guilty by the Thalgoda-
pitiyva Commission, that matter is not
before the Bribery Commission,
because the Bribery Commissioner
can only act if an allegation of
bribery is made to him. That is
why the section says ; when an alle-
gation is made, he “is hereby em-
powered to direct and conduct the

investigation of all allegations of
bribery . .. .”

So far as the Thalgodapitiya Com-
mission is concerned, there is no com-
plaint or allegation before the
Bribery Commission as it stands
today. That is my answer.

Bowldn @55 @ VEH
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ADEL. corneD .

(B Lol s&6@uUEs)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I think the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary has completely evaded
giving a straight answer to a straight
question. All that I wanted to know
was whether it was possible under
the law that he has now introduced
for the six gentlemen who were found
guilty by the Parliamentary Bribery
Commissioners to get their cases
across via the Attorney-General to
the district court. Is it possible ?
Can you say that it is impossible ?

923 .

(B Hs@rnEshiu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

As far as the present Bribery Com-
missioner is concerned, with respect
to those six gentlemen who were
found guilty by the Thalgodapitiya
Commission, there is no allegation or
complaint before him for him to act.

DDE2. cvrna .

{'@@ :_L';Grﬂtq. FE®ES )
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
But there can be in the future.

SPu:dw Y.

(Bs. Aas @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

This is what the section says:

“ He is hereby empowered to direct and
conduct the investigation of all allegations
of bribery.”

If a complaint or allegation is
made—let it be against anybody in
the world—the Bribery Commis-
sioner cannot merely indict ; he has
to direct and conduct the investiga-
tion of all allegations of bribery—
[ Interruption.]

VICL. cumNnuD .

(8. rlefly. ss@uss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Is it not possible for those gentle-
men who made those allegations to
be asked to make those allegations
de novo to the Bribery Commission
with a view to getting the Bribery
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Commissioner to investigate the
allegations and send a copy, duly
certified, to the Attorney-General
for an indictment before the district
court ? Is that possible ?

IPwSew e,

(Bw. 6@ rim@iiu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I have answered the question.

DED. cozHwnD Y.

(8w L Lefly. sa@uss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

What is the answer; Yes or No?

@i .
(8. & rin@fiu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

If a complaint or allegation is
made—/( Interruption. |

ADE2. covIed O«
(Bgp. L lofly. ss@uUEs)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

That is not an answer—|Inter-
ruption. |

DN BNGRDDEH
(FLrprusr)
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please !

ADED. cozNwD .

(B Liefly. se@ués)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

It looks as if this piece of legisla-
tion that has been introduced by the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary is a
dishonest piece of legislation.

I9PuSw Yw.
(B, dAE8riEilu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Is it your position that you do not
want this Bill before this House to
rectify that position ? The Supreme
Court has ruled that the Bribery
Tribunals are wultra vires, and you
want the District Court. Are you
against the Bill for that reason ?

1963 R endad I
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ADED. covhe Y.
(D L lofly. se@uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

We have the ruling of
Supreme Court before us.

the

eo@emBe BIABNESBY
(QLr&Lit BrespTseT)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. Speaker, may I with your
permission and that of the hon.
Member for Galle kindly intervene?

May I say that the Supreme Court
never found that the findings of the
Bribery Tribunal were wrong but
only that it was unable to impose a
sentence—/[ Interruption.] |

O8. MCUBIeC® S (CIH&B)
(B orib. Lres pgTib—CaEriiumi)
(Mr. M. Balasunderam—Kopai)

The Supreme Court found that
the Bribery Tribunal cannot pass
judgment.

DS BENGDD S
(&um pruwsm)
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please ! The hon. Member
for Kopai and the hon. Member for
Nallur will not get a chance to take
part in the Second Reading Debate.
I have noted their names.

DED. corneD .

(B Loy 5s@ués)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I am sorry that I have to say to
my good Friend, the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice, that in this Bill there may
be much law but there is no justice
and there is no honesty. We expect
that the Government should be
straightforward, precise, clear and
unambiguous in its statements in
regard to the laws that are being
brought before this House. Our
experience in regard to recent legis-
lation has been a very sad one
indeed.

You will recall how, when the
original legislation in regard to the
conduct of the cases against the
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coup suspects was introduced, the

Opposition and I very clearly, among

others, pointed out to the Govern-

ment that it would be ultra vires to
appoint judges to conduct the coup
trial through the Minister instead of
through the Judicial Service Com-
mission. Our protests were un-
heeded, and eventually, when the
matter went before the courts, it
was found that the worst fears of
the Opposition were well-founded
and it was also found that the legal
points raised by the Opposition were
correct, sound and acceptable. Our
experience in regard to recent legis-
lation has been very sad indeed.
Perhaps, we would not be passing
legislation in haste in this manner
without taking into account all
possible implications if the Govern-
ment will but heed the advice of
hon. Members on this side of the
House who take the trouble to study
their briefs. Before you go into
court, Mr. Parliamentary Secretary,
please study your brief through and
do not get up to speak before you
have grasped what is in your brief.

In order to cut short the Debate,
I raised this very fundamental point
—whether new Section 5 under
clause 3 will enable certain people
to go with their cases before the Dis-
trict Court ; and I now find from the
answers given by the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary that it is the in-
tention of this Government to allow
those six Members of Parliament who
were found guilty by the Parliamen-
tary Bribery Commission to have a
sort of an appeal by going before the

district court, through the provisions
of this amending law.

Mr. Speaker, it is not merely the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary who
can follow a case. T have myself read
through the judgments of the
Supreme Court in the two relevant
cases—Senadhira vs. Bribery Com-

missioner and Piyadasa vs. Bribery
Commissioner.

The case of Senadhira vs. Bribery
Commissioner is reported in Volume
63 of the New Law Reports. It was

Bewidm Y5 Ded DE

1584

__Second Reading

found that the power given to a Bri-
bery Tribunal to convict, fine and im-
prison persons charged before it was
unconstitutional inasmuch as such
power being exclusively a judicial
power can be exercised only by a
judicial officer appointed by the Judi-
cial Service Commission in terms of
Section 55 of the Ceylon (Constitu-
tion) Order in Council, 1946. It was
held that the members of the Bribery
Tribunal were not so appointed,
having been appointed by the
Governor-General on the advice of
the Minister of Justice in terms of the
amended Section 41 of the Bribery
Act.

In the second case mentioned by
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary, the
case of Piyadasa vs. Bribery Commis-
sioner, the judge went still further. In
that case it was held that a Bribery
Tribunal constituted under the Bri-
bery Act, No. 11 of 1954, as amended
by Act No. 40 of 1958, consisted of
members not appointed by the Judi-
cial Service Commission and was
therefore, not competent not only to
impose a sentence on the person
charged before it but even to investi-
gate and pronounce judgment in res-
pect of the charge. Thus the pro-
ceedings before that Bribery Tribunal
were declared to be ultra vires from
the beginning to the end.

Now, Sir, the reason why the Bri-
bery Tribunal was declared to be
ultra vires was because of the manner
in which it was appointed : it was
appointed by the Governor-General

on the advice of the Minister of
Justice.

Mr. Speaker, I am not a lawyer,
and, thank God, I am not a lawyer!
But it strikes me that if I received
those two prcecnouncements frorn_the
highest tribunal of the land, contgmed
in those two cases which I mentioned
earlier, I would have resorted to some
other form of amendment and not this
type of amendment that this Goverx}-
ment has chosen to bring before this
House.
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S@uSw Dean.

(8. fla@rin@fu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

What is the other form ?

ADED. comnwum Dw.

(8. L iefly. sseués)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I would have resorted to alter the
method of appointment of the Bribery
Tribunals.

3@uSw .

(8as. Hs& i)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

You are not satisfied with the
district court ?

29ED. ENBNGD D,

(Bap. Lefly. ss@uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Please do not go outside the point.
My good friend when he knows that
he has a losing case forgets the argu-
ment that is presented to him and
jumps to something else. I am cer-
tainly not against offenders being
tried before a district court. That is
not the point we are arguing ; we are
arguing quite another point.

The Supreme Court pointed out
that the Bribery Tribunal was ultra
vires because it had been appointed
by somebody who was not competent
to do so. If it had been appointed by
the Judicial Service Commission, well,
then the actions of the Bribery Tri-
bunal would not have been ultra
vires.

The same question has arisen in re-
gard to the appointment of kathis.
The kathis were appointed by the
Minister of Justice, and the Supreme
Court has held that kathis so
appointed cannot exercise judicial
power. What then should the Gov-
ernment do ? It should bring imme-
diately, without further loss of time,
an amending bill to enable the kathis
to be appointed by the Judicial
Service Commission.,

=

1963 ' endad 15 1586

—Second Reading

There is a straight and straight-
forward way of clearing a point. We
charge this Government with beating
about the bush in order to achieve
something sinister.

I9)Pe3w Do,

(Sm. dla&& @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

What is there sinister about this ?

IDVEL. cornum .

(s, L Lefly. se@uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
In order to save your men.

908w e,

(Sp. HsEr@Efu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Who ?

WBEL. cornum S,

(Sp. 1 defly. sseuss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
The six men who were found guilty

by the Parliamentary Bribery Com-
mission. I shall come to that by and
by.

I ask the Parliamentary Secretary
why it was not possible for the Gov-
ernment to introduce a Bill, an
amending Bill, under which the Bri-
bery Tribunal would have been
appointed by the Judicial Service
Commission.

2)PuSw e,
(‘Q@ sﬁ?rﬁéﬁy'm@rﬁw)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Does the hon. Member not like
the courts ?

ADE2. crmmeD Do,

(8. L Creluy. EEIC)IERY
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I do not know why my good Friend
detests a tribunal.
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3908w Oca.
(8. &bl %@ rin Al )
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Why does the hon. Member detest
the Supreme Court and the district
court ?

DDED. errysnm O,

(8.  Cafly. FE@ISGS )

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I am not detesting anything. I am
only asking the Government to set
right what was pointed out as wrong.

Let us go into the background of
this entire legislation. The first piece
of legislation that was presented in
this House was the Bribery Act of
1954. That Act empowered the
Attorney-General to direct and con-
duct the investigation of all allega-
tions of bribery. If the Attorney-
General, after making an investiga-
tion, was satisfied that there was a
prima facie case, where the offender
was not a public servant he was
empowered to indict the offender
before the Supreme Court or the
District Court as the Attorney-
General may determine ; and where
the offender was a public servant he
was empowered to either indict the
offender before the Supreme Court or
the District Court as provided in the
preceding paragraph or arraign the
offender before a board of inquiry
after informing the Public Service
Commission.

In this Act of 1954 the whole case
revolved round the Attorney-General,
who was empowered to send up an
indictment before the Supreme Court.
From 1954 to 1958 the Government
gathered a deal of experience about
the working of this Act. They found
that the law was taking a very slug-
gish and unsatisfactory course, And
in 1958 the late Prime Minister intro-
duced certain amendments to the
Bribery Act.

It may be of interest to quote the
words of the late Prime Minister
when he spoke on the 1st of October,
1958, on the amending Bill. This is
what he said :

“Now why was it ineffective ? In the
first place, the chief authority, the kingpin
of the whole structure of the Bribery Act

Bewldm 0278 s DEes
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has been the Attorney-General. ”—
[OFFictAL REPORT, 1st October 1958 ;

Vol. 33, c. 947.]
At Column 955 :

“There is the appointment of the
permanent tribunal. The permanent
tribunal is intended to expedite cases.”

That is what the late Prime Minister

said about the tribunal which my
good Friend is scorning today.

In column 957, the late Mr. Bandara-
naike further said :

“We know the courts of law ; we know
how long it will take to dispose of these
cases. In the normal course of events it
will have to come before a Magistrate’s
Court and be dealt with there if it is a
small offence, or be committed to the
District Court or Supreme Court. Look
at the time it takes to dispose of these
cases. Expedition is another necessary
factor in the functioning of this Act. If
it takes one year or two years, the whole
purpose is lost when eventually the case
comes up.”

You will see the answer to my good
Friend who made some sort of reply
a little while ago is really given in
the speech of the late Mr. Bandara-
naike made on the 1st of October,
1958, that to send up these cases to
the court house would be to delay
unduly the hearing of the cases.

39)@uSw .
(Bm. &8 rEfu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

But we will be giving priority in
the courts.

DEL. cozNnw® .

(Bm. lefly. see@ués)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I know what your priority means.

3058w .

(5. o) & @) o )
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

What -does it mean? Read the

section !
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RIED. caryznem D,

(8. Lol ssEwuEs)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I know the section that seeks to
give priority. It was there in the
earlier Act also. That is not some:
thing new. You say that you will
give priority. You have nowhere
detined, even in your own mind, what
you mean by “priority”. To give
priority to a case may take five years
and still, legally, you may be giving
priority to the case. Well, my good
Friend will not say that the late Mr.
S. W. R D. Bandaranaike detested
the courts of law when he set up the
bribery tribunals. These are his
words :

“If it takes one year or two years, the
whole purpose is lost when eventually
the case comes up.”

What did the late Prime Minister
do ? He introduced this amending
Bill, under which he made the
Bribery Commissioner to send up the
cases to a bribery tribunal. Now
what is wrong about that ? I think
the intention was perfectly plain.
The late Prime Minister set up an
ad hoc body to deal with cases of
bribery for a very good reason.

The question of bribery must be
dealt with separately by itself as a
question of the greatest importance.
I would like to remind my good
Friend the way in which a great
country, England, deals with the
question of bribery among Members
of Parliament. There is the well
known case of the Lynsky Tribunal.
In 1948, there were rumours of
corruption in high places, about
Members of Parliament. On the 27th
October 1948, Prime Minister Attlee
moved in the House that a tribunal
be set up to inquire whether there
was any justification in the allega-
tions reflecting on the official con-
duct of the Ministers of the Crown.
What happened in the Lynsky Tribu-
nal is today a matter of history. There
is just one point I wish to make. In
the course of that debate when the
tribunal was appointed Sir Francis
Ackland in supporting the tribunal
procedure made a statement which
has passed into history as a maxim

3
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which should be remembered in
regard to all such tribunals. Sir
Francis Ackland stated that an
inquiry into the allegations of bribery
among Members of Parliament ought
to rest upon five principles.

WDSIBNGD DS
(Furprusr)
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is sus-
pending till 4.30 p.m.

de’8® %0 gmmcD mOmEH2 ¢ B9o®
CeoY, ¢ . 430 O MDD WIH O CE.

ADED. czNed .

(‘@@ L tefly). ssE@)bEs)
(Mr, W. Dahanayake)

Mr. Speaker, during the Debate on
the Lynsky Tribunal in 1948 in the
House of Commons, Sir Francis
Ackland in supporting the Tribunal
procedure stated that the proposed

inquiry ought to rest on five
principles. Those five principles
were : firstly, speed in getting to

work ; secondly, freedom from any .
sort of partiality ; thirdly, certainty
that every material matter will be
thoroughly and skilfully investigated ;
fourthly, the greatest amount of
publicity, and fifthly, the absence of
any opportunity for anyone to make
political capital out of the conduct of
the investigations. These five princi-
ples have stood the test of time and
they will remain as the chief
principles on which Parliamentary
Tribunals will conduct their work,

Now, Sir, the point at issue
between ourselves on this side of
the House and the hon. Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice is whether or not the six
gentlemen who were named as
guilty by the Parliamentary Bribery
Commission  1959/1960. in para-
graph 24 of their Report would be
permitted to re-open their cases
before a District Court through the
procedure laid down in the new
sections under Clause five of the
amending Bill before the House.
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The answer that the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary has given shows
that that possibility is definitely
there, is definitely present. His
answer also shows that that possi-
bility is even a probability. I am not,
Sir, in a position to divulge the
conversation that took place a little
while ago between the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary and other hon.
Members of the House, but Sir——

IS e,
(Bcw. 5@ rin@silu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

On a point of Order, he is casting
aspersions. I am not afraid. You
can come out with anything.

RDED. cornwm Ow.

(8w L lefly. gee@ubs)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I am not casting any aspersions.

 990wuSw .
(2w. of)as@rin@gif)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

You are trying to say in a veiled
way that I said something quite
cdifferent in another place and that
you do not want to come out with it.
Now that you have said it, you had
better come out with it.

ADED. conwn .
(B oefly. so@ués)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

The Parliamentary Secretary is
unable to give an answer to the
pointed question. Obviously the
answer must be obtained from some
other source, may be from the
Cabinet. The Cabinet may be
in a position to give an answer, or
a representative of the Cabinet may
be in a position to answer my ques-
tion more precisely. Suppose it so
happens that the six gentlemen
concerned get an opportunity of re-
opening their trials before a district
court, then I ask you how many of the

Bewidm @55 ey G
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five principles enunciated by Sir
Francis Ackland would be completely
followed by the re-opening of those
trials?

Speed of getting to work? The
incidents complained of before the
Parliamentary Bribery Commission
took place prior to 1959. If a
district court is to adjudicate on such
matters today, what will be the
position of witnesses who may have
forgotten the things that took place
five years ago? Witnesses may even
be asked to say, “I have forgotten
certain material pieces of evidence ”.
That is why Sir Francis Ackland
laid it down as a first principle of
Parliamentary Bribery Tribunals
that there should be speed of
getting to work.

The second principle is, freedom
from any sort of partiality. The very
fact that you will permit those six
gentlemen to come before a district
court after they have been adjudi-
cated as guilty by a Parliamentary
Bribery Commission will show that
you have been completely partial
towards those gentlemen, and there
will be no show whatsoever of free-
dom from any sort of partiality.

The third principle is, certainty
that every material matter will be
thoroughly and skilfully investi-
gated. I have nothing to say about
that. I have the greatest confidence
in all our courts. So I will say
nothing about the manner in which
the district court will perform its
functions in such case. I have no
doubt they will investigate their
cases thoroughly and skilfully.

The fourth cardinal principle is,
the greatest amount of publicity—
that of course will be lost. The fifth,
the absence of any opportunity for
anyone to make political capital out
of the conduct of the investigation.
Mark those words “ opportunity to
make political capital ”. These are
six politicians who were arraigned
before the Parliamentary Bribery
Commission. There has been much
canvassing by them that they be
given an opportunity of appealing
against the findings of the Parlia-
mentary Bribery Commission. They
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have not still given up hopes of
having their cases re-opened and if
those six cases are re-opened, political
capital is bound to be made of the
conduct of the investigations.

That is why we ask you, Sir, in
the name of justice, that you should
not permit those six gentlemen to go
before the district court under this
amending Bill.

Now, my good Friend answers me
by putting to me a counter question,
whether I want all these cases to go
before the bribery tribunals and not
before the district court. I must
answer him, that I have no objection
to these cases going before the dis-
trict court and I would recommend
that those forty pending cases be sent
before the district court. Therefore,
I would suggest that the Hon.
Minister should agree to some type
of amendment by which it will be
possible for us to shut out from the
purview of this Act, when it is
passed, the cases of the six Parlia-
mentarians. My suggestion would be
to add a new clause section 6—after
the new section 5. I suggest some-
thing like this: “ The cases in which
the allegations were proved before
the Parliamentary Bribery Commis-
sion dated 11th September 1959, shall
not come within the purview of
section 5”. That is my suggestion.

New section 5 under clause 3, reads
as follows :

“7T1f the Bribery Commissioner, after the
investigation of an allegation of bribery
against any person, is satisfied that there
is a prima facie case of the commission
by that person of an offence specified in
Part Il of this Act, such Commissioner
shall transmit a copy of the record of the
investigation certified under his hand to
the Attorney-General who may indict
such person before the District Court. ”

The next section which is sug-
gested by me—new clause 6—will
read as follows:

“The cases in which the allegations
were proved before the Parliamentary
Bribery Commission dated 11th Septem-
ber, 1959, shall not come within the
purview of section 5.”

4
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Now, the allegations that were
proved before the Parliamentary
Bribery Commission are contained
in paragraph 24 of the Final Report
of the Parliamentary Bribery Com-
mission of 1959-1960. It mentions
the names of six members of Par-
liament against whom the finding
was “ allegations proved ”.

If it should ever happen that
these six gentlemen are now per-
mitted to go before a district court
and obtain a judgment which will
nullify the findings of the Parlia-
mentary Bribery Commission, I ask
you whether that would not be an
instance of what one would call
legal sacrilege. A Parliamentary
Bribery Commission  howsoever:
constituted, even with a legal flaw,
must be considered as a piece of
high legislation, and in the context
in which we, the people of Ceylon,
are working, a Parliamentary Bri-
bery Commission must be given a
status equal to that of the highest
judicial body of the land. It should
never happen that the findings of a
Parliamentary Bribery Commission
should be canvassed in a court of
law. It would be like a Privy
Council decision being canvassed
and set at naught in a rural court.
Can you conceive of such a happen-
ing under our legal system ?

In this connection, it is pertinent
to point out to the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice that the late Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike was questioned on
this very point by his Colleagues in
the Cabinet. When the Parliamen-
tary Bribery Commission was ap-
pointed under the Commissions of
Inquiry Act, there was a discussion
in the Cabinet of the day over what
would happen as a result of the
Parliamentary Bribery Commission,
and the pointed question was put to
the late Mr. Bandaranaike whether
he would allow an appeal to be made
against a decision or a judgment of
the Parliamentary Bribery Commis-
sion. I remember very vividly that
the late Mr. Bandaranaike emphati-
cally said that the findings of the
Parliamentary Bribery Commission
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should not be open to any such can-

vassing, and that such findings

should not be challenged but that
the findings should be accepted as
final and conclusive.

Please do not imagine that I am
saying this merely in order to score
a debating point over my good
Friend the Parliamentary Secretary.
What I have said just now will be
borne out by my good Friend the
Member for Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G.
Senanayake). I believe it was he
who put that question to the late
Prime Minister at a meeting of the
Cabinet. So that, if you in any way,
either through the process of this
new legislation that you are intro-
ducing or by other means, permit
the gentlemen found guilty by the
Parliamentary Bribery Commission
to reopen their trials, then I say
that you will be acting against the
express wishes of the late Prime
Minister. Can you imagine any-
thing more atrocious than to bring
up those cases again before a district
court ? Why should the findings of
the Parliamentary Bribery Commis-
sion be canvassed at all in any
place ?

I think that the Parliamentary
Bribery Commission did an excel-
lent job of work. I might mention
here that the standard of proof that
was required by the parliamentary
bribery commissioners was very
high. This is what the commis-
sioners say on that point:

“The standard of proof required by us
was very high. We had, after a conside-
ration of all the circumstances, to be
convinced in our minds of the truth of the
allegation. We adopted the standard set
by Lord Denning in Miller vs Minister of
Pensions, 1947, where he set down the
rule as follows : "—

This is Lord Denning who figured in
the recent Profumo investigations
in England, a very eminent jurist
and lawyer. The rule he set down
was as follows:

“The degree of cogency is well settled.
It need not reach certainty but it must
carry a high degree of probability, Proof
beyond a reasonable doubt does not mean

Bewidm 9578 @ew VEH
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proof beyond a shadow of doubt. The
law would fail to protect the community
if it admitted fanciful possibilities and
deflected the course of justice. 1f the
evidence is so strong against a man as to
leave only a remote possibility in his
favour which can be dismissed with a
sentence—of course it is possible, but not
in the least probable—the case is proved
beyond reasonable doubt, but nothing
short of that will suffice, ”

That is the standard that the bribery
commissioners set for themselves.

It is also of interest to note the
procedure that the bribery commis-
sioners used. The procedure was as
follows:

“ All investigations were cargied out
under the direction of the commision.
Clues were obtained either in writing or
orally. Thereafter investigating officers
attached to the commission were directed
to investigate such clues. The investigat-
ing officers brought the results of their
investigations to the Crown Counsel
attached to the commission. The Crown
Counsel obtained further evidence if
necessary. Thereafter the Crown Counsel
reported to the chairman whether there
was a prima facie case. If the commission
agreed that there was a prima facie case,
the person against whom the allegation
had been made was summoned before the
commission, informed of the allegation
against him and given an opportunity to
make any statement he wished to make
in explanation or in exculpation. There-
after, if the explanation seemed unsatis-
factory only the matter was fixed for
inquiry. ”

That was the procedure adopted by
the parliamentary bribery commis-
sioners. By adopting that procedure
the commission avoided the risk of
being suspected of prejudice or
prejudgment.

It is extremely unfortunate that
at the time the bribery commission
was appointed the late Prime
Minister overlooked the provision of
the law which necessitated a Reso-
lution of Parliament preceding such
a parliamentary bribery commis-
sion ; but the intention was there
and, on that point, if my good
Friend has any doubt, I should like
to refer him to a statement made by
the present Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Co-operatives when he
spoke on 21st February, 1961, thus:

“THE HoN. F. R. Dias BANDARA-
NAIKE : Let us start by remembering a
few facts. I do agree with hon. Members
of the Opposition who have spoken
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already that it is a very technical defence
to start talking about whether this
commission was appointed with the
approval of the House. That is a very
technical argument and I do agree
with all the hon. Members who have
already spoken that not much distinction
applies in the result whether that
commission had the approval of the
House or not . . . . . I do not think there
can be any argument about it, and I do
not think that is the position that any hon.
Member on this side of the House takes.
Let us dismiss that argument and let us
clear our minds of irrelevant considera-
tions like that.”—[OrrIciAL REPORT, 21st

February, 1961 ; Vol. 42, c. 2140.]

My good Friend the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice thinks that the omission to
take the approval of the House
before the parliamentary bribery
commission was appointed was some
terrible blunder.

S9@wu8w cn.
(8. ﬁﬂfkéhm@-n?u)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

How do I know? You were a
Member of the Cabinet then. 1 do
not know.

ADED. crshwD e,
(8w lefly. ss@uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Do you think it was a terrible
blunder ?

I90udw Den.

(8. a5 @)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)
You ought to know.

ADED. covznwm .
(S lefly. ss@uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

This is what your mentor, the
present Minister of Agriculture, Food
and Co-operatives, says. This is
what he says:

“Not much distinction applies in the
result whether that Commission had the
approval of the House or not.”

Not much difference exists in the
result. What is the result? The
result is going to be that you are
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going to find a way out for the six
honourable gentlemen who were
found guilty because you consider it
a loophole in the law that there is
no approval of the House.

Now let us rid our minds of this
obsession that because there is no
approval of the House the findings of
the Bribery Commission are not
supreme. In our view, whether
there was or was not the approval
of the House, the approval of the
House was there in spirit as the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture said.
The approval was there in the
expressed words of the late Prime
Minister. However, whether there
was or was not that approval, the
findings of the Parliamentary
Bribery Commission must be held to
be supreme.

My good Friend has asked me
whether I would allow those six
gentlemen to get away with it.
Today, as I said before, there is a
“no-man’s land.” They can come
forward for a seat tomorrow if they
choose to do so because the law has
not imposed any disability on them.
What then ? You ask me whether
I would like that they should remain
as they are. Certainly not. We on
our side of the House tried our best
to remedy matters.

o@eSw .

((@C}) Gﬁ?c%@_frm@.ﬁw)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)
I voted for you.

ADE. crzNnwD Do,

(Bm. ey, ss@wsEs)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Very well ; all honour to you for

your actions in those days when you
had not accepted office.

IS D,

(8w s @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Even if it is brought here tomorrow
I will vote for it. My predecessor

also voted for it although he was in
office, all honour to him.
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ed. @8, BN .

(5. Csy. oyi. gweiiser)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Who voted ?

2@ .
(Bm. &8 @)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

My predecessor.

2DES. cvmsneD .

(B —iefly. ss@)wEs)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I am very glad that the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary is speaking
in such lively fashion. Now the
position is that he says he voted for
the Bill that was sponsored by the
hon. Leader of the Opposition. There
were 13 Members on the side of the
Government who voted for it;
among them were the hon. Member
for Rambukkana (Mr. N. H. A. M.
Karunaratne) who was then the
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Justice and the hon. the
present Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Justice who was then
a back-bencher. All honour to them
for having, on that occasion, voted
with the Opposition. Now the
Parliamentary Secretary says that if
such a Bill is brought up again he
would vote again with us.

3OS D,

(8. ofls@rinEsflu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Oh, yes.

RDED. czNED e,
(8. Lefly. sa@wsEs)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

All honour to you for that state-
ment. But, Mr. Parliamentary
Secretary, we want not your words
but your deeds. You are today in a
position to bring forward that Bill on
your own. Wnat have you to say to
that ? You are today the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice and you represent the Minis-
ter of Justice who is in the other

Bewlbs @5 DT AC®
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place. We look up to you not to bring
pieces of unconnected law in this
fashion. But we look up to you to
bring before us pieces of undiluted
justice. What do we expect you to
do ?

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
brought forward a Bill to deprive
those six ex-Members of this House
of their civic rights for a period of
seven years. The Government de-
feated that intention—that Motion
was not defeated but the intention
was defeated because there was no
two-thirds majority. It was for you
to have canvassed the support of
your back-benchers. At that time
you yourself were back-bencher ; but
today you are in an elevated position
of responsibility. We congratulate
you on the way in which you are
gracing that office. In many matters
we think that you are doing well;
but on other matters you remain
silent.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
does not like to give a straightforward
answer. Instead, he asks me whether
I would leave those six gentlemen
found guilty as they are. Why do you
not do the correct thing by sponsor-
ing for and on behalf of the Govern-
ment a Bill to deprive those six
gentlemen of their civie rights for
seven years ? That is my answer to
your question ! I do not want to leave
those six gentlemen as they are. We
want them to get their deserts. They
must be prevented from coming into
this House or into any other represen-
tative body for a period of seven years
and the responsibility for doing that
is on you.

Therefore, I say, that arising from
the Bill that is now before the House,
we have a right to ask the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary to revive the
question of meting out proper
punishment to those six gentlemen
who were found guilty.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
said that if a case of bribery is re-
ported to the Bribery Commissioner
he has no alternative but to investi-
gate it and send up the record
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to the Attorney-General. Then the
Attorney-General will have no alter-
native but to send up the indictment
to the district court if he thinks that
there is a prima facie case. What the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary sug-
gests is that the case of the six bri-
bery offenders should not be excluded
from the purview of this law and that
their cases also should be brought
within the purview of this law. It
is because of that that we take ob-
jection to this Bill. Therefore, will
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
agree to accepting an amendment ?
Let him word it in his own way. After
the new Section 5 under Clause 3 let
him insert a new Section 6 which will
prevent the six gentlemen named by
the Parliamentary Bribery Commis-
sion from re-opening their @ trials
before the district court.

There is very little more that I wish
- to say except this: that we do not
expect legislation that is brought into
~ this House to be pieces of legerde-
main, jugglery and legal dishonesty.
On the face of it you pretend to be
doing something which is good and
reasonable but behind it all there is
some other motive. We do not want
you to bring up such pieces of legisla-
tion before this House, and when you
do bring such pieces of legislation be-
fore this House it is our duty to ex-
pose your tactics mercilessly.
Although I have spoken in such
strong words I must congratulate the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary for the
very able manner in which he has
presented this Bill.

REEC o Mmrnum .
("@@ L of] @:rear@wa%a)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

What is your amendment ?

DDED. evrznum dw.
(‘r@@. f_r_'fsrﬂu_/. BSOS )
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

My amendment is this. I have not
consulted anybody in regard to this
amendment., T hope the hon. Parlia-
mentary Segretary will accept it and

5
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re-draft it, so that it will read better
than it reads now. After new Section
5, add new Section 6 as follows :—

“The cases in which the allegations
were proved before the Parliamentary
Bribery Commission dated 11th Septem-
ber, 1959, shall not come within the

purview of section 5.”

I hand that over to the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary.

g. on. b.47

REE o snsnum .
(Bop. L ofl Caar@uss):
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Speaker, I did not intend speak-
ing on this Motion because, on the
face of it, it appeared a very innocent
one. The hon. Member for Galle con-
gratulated the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary on the manner in which
he presented the Bill. However, I
would like to congratulate the hon.
Member for Galle for exposing certain
underlying objects in this Bill which
is apparently a harmless one.

We all thought that a Bill of this
nature was necessary to see that
effective measures were taken against
bribery and corruption. When the
hon. Member for Galle asked for an
assurance from the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary about the cases of
those found guilty by the Thalgoda-
pitiya Commission, I surprisingly
found evasive answers ; and we were
told that “ even in those cases, do we
not want real punishment meted
out ?” If the punishment were to be
meted out there was the opportunity
afforded by my own Motion. If there
was an honest and sincere endeavour
to punish those found guilty by the
Thalgodapitiyva  Commission  the
opportunity was given when I
brought a Motion to effect that
punishment. And, as pointed out by
the hon. Member for Galle, not only
the Members of the Opposition sup-
ported that Motion of mine, there
were a number of Members—13 to be
exact—in the Government ranks too
who supported my Motion. And,
what is more, the Front Bench did
not oppose my Motion.
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eoDemDBes IHOBNEBY

(Qu_méaLir {{Eﬂ“&'ﬁﬂ'fﬁﬁ&?’)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Not only the Front Bench nobody
opposed that Motion.

AAC ot NG .

(8. L ofl Crar(@)iss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I am reminded that nobody opposed
my Motion. It did not prove effective
because the requisite two-thirds
majority was not forthcoming. Now
there was an indication by the House,
without a single Member in this
House in the Government ranks or
the Opposition dissenting, that this is
the punishment to be meted out to
these people. The proper thing, if
the Government was sincere about
meeting out such punishment, was to
include such a measure in this Bill.
We discussed this matter at the
Leaders’ meeting. I do not think the
Leaders’ meeting matters are secret.
It became more mysterious. The hon.
Parliamentary Secretary was there.

S8@udw Y.
(D5 &G rinEfu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I was called in at a later stage. 1
do not know what happened.

DDE o N Dew.
(8. L ofl Corarmuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Ycu were called in later.
L.eader was there.

The

DS1BNGLH DS
(FUTFTUWIST)
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please ! You need not go into
that.—[Interruption].

DOE cdsnoNw® Yw.
(Bcm. Lofl Crar@uwss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Whatever it is, I for one was
convinced that the only underlying
objective of this Bill is to give an
opportunity to those found guilty by
the Thalgodapitiya Commission to
get off.
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Quite innocently, you can say their
cases can be re-canvassed in the
District Court. You know the diffi-
culties that confronted those people
who wanted to establish their guilt
when the Thalgodapitiya Commission
was on, the intimidation and the
endeavours made to prevent witnes-
ses from giving evidence. And,
Mr. Speaker, might I remind you and
the House that this Government
shamelessly brought a Bill before this
House to give an opportunity of
appeal to the Supreme Court and it
was only public opinion that made
them withdraw that Bill. I think
hon. Members have forgotten th-t
fact. This very Government tabied
a special Bill before this House fo
give an opportunity to those wno
were found guilty by the Thalgoc .-
pitiva Commission to appeal in their
cases, to take their cases before the
courts, and the strength of public
opinion was such that they had to
withdraw that Bill and they could not
proceed with it.

Now, to my mind, this is a
subterfuge to effect the same purpose
through a devious method—apparent-
ly a laudable method on the face of it.
No, your sincerity about that matter
can only be proved by accepting the
amendment moved by the hon.
Member for Galle. If you refuse to
accept that amendment, then your
sinister motives are exposed. As far
as we are concerned, we are support-
ing that amendment, and, if that
amendment is defeated, we are
opposing this Bill.

&. o, D.24

e 8, Sbewdwd @wi. (G2 6l )
(8@. Cg. o, FrCrssr—0sr51Cw)
(Mr. J. D. Weerasekera—Kotmale)
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D 08 HnBwewsy Hw HEBVD @ wd
&8, RPN @B Hwud. 69
B8R Dcory wwdemnn Sadd
8wde e E8snY  WeEp.
Senrsewnsy® 88685y 5y BR&EY
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398w e,

(8. % rivEiu)

(Mzr. Wickramasuriya)

Did you vote for this Bill when it

came up the other day ? Were you
one of the thirteen ?

e, B. 8becns .
(B@. Ca. 1o, Frlss5r)
(Mr. J. D. Weerasekera)
®® ¥ gDaded b wxned &8Oew

snen. [ HED]

DS ENGED DS

(FLr prwsr)

(Mr. Speaker)

@6 95y ROEEY Wi DS BERRE
65y 5.

cd. 8. 8bcw S e,

(Blap. C. 1o, FT1CF&5T)

(Mr. J. D. Weerasekera)
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c®e»®&: “ One may be innocent. Yet
sacrifices have to be made in the
greater interest of the community.”
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¢eDemNnde BHOBNEBY
(QLr&Li prEBTEHer)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. Speaker, I think the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Justice is under a mis-
apprehension. Any person who
accepts this Bill that is now before
the House should also be prepared to
accept the amendment submitted by
the hon. Member for Galle.

I was just speaking to the Hon.
Felix Dias Bandaranaike, the Minister
of Agriculture and Food. During the
course of that conversation, at which
some back-benchers were present, the
Hon. Minister said that persons who
have been proved to be bribe-takers
should be punished. I told him that
the question of punishment did not
arise. Unless the amendment moved
by the hon. Member for Galle is
accepted, the effect of this Bill would
be to wipe out or quash the findings
of the Bribery Commissioner and to
give another chance to these persons
to have their cases re-tried under

circumstances more favourable to
themselves.

Many of the witnesses who gave
evidence against these persons who
were found guilty by the Bribery
Commission may not be available.
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Perhaps some of the witnesses are
dead. Then we all know the tremen-
dous pressure that was brought to
bear on the witnesses earlier, and if
proceedings are going to be opened
afresh there would be pressure
exerted again in respect of the
witnesses. So that justice would not

be done.

It is well known that justice must
not only be done but should be un-
doubtedly and manifestly seem to be
done. If the amendment of the hon.
Member for Galle is not accepted by
the Government, then one could
justly say that under cover of what
appears to be an amendment to the
Bribery Act, an attempt is being
made to quash, wipe out or annul
the findings of the Thalgodapitiya
Commission.

I think the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary made a little mistake. He
stated that the Supreme Court had
found that the Bribery Tribunal had
no status, that it was not properly
constituted. The point is this, that
the Supreme Court stated that the
Bribery Tribunal had no constitu-
tional right to punish, not that the
findings were wrong.

IS Yean.
(B Ha&rnEiu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

That was the position taken up by
the Supreme Court in the Senadhira
case, that the Bribery Tribunal had
no power to punish, to pass sentence ;
but the other case of Piyadasa, also
cited by the hon. Member for Galle,
went further: there the Supreme
Court took up the position that the
Bribery Tribunal had no right even
to investigate the case.

e BHOBNESY
(QLrai_ir BIT & [T 56T )
(Dr. Naganathan)

The second case was the judgment
of one particular judge.
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89)0uSw V.

(8. Ms@r@iu)

(Mr., Wickramasuriya)

In the first case it was held that the
Bribery Tribunal had no power to
pass sentence ; in the second case it
was held that the Bribery Tribunal
itself was ultra vires.

eeDemDnBw TNOBNESY

(Qur&iit preprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

The first case is a judgment of two
or three judges of the Supreme Court.
They in a considered pronouncement
held that the Bribery Tribunal was
right in so far as their findings were
concerned, in so far as their conclu-
sions were concerned, but they held
that the Bribery Tribunal had no
right to punish. Subsequently a
single Judge of the Supreme Court—
I think it was Mr. Justice Thambiah—
in a judgment said that even the cons-
titution of the Bribery Tribunal was
ultra vires ; but that judgment—I am
not a lawyer—is not generally
accepted as sound.

A Commissioner appointed under
an Act of Parliament has every right
to investigate an allegation of bribery
and come to a finding, but under the
Constitution such a Commissioner, it
has now been held by the Supreme
Court, has no right to punish.

I think the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice
has misunderstood the purpose be-
hind the Cabinet decision regarding
this amendment. As I said, I spoke
to the Hon. Felix Dias Bandaranaike
in the Lobby in the presence of sev-
ral back-benchers and I did not
understand him to say that the cases
of those persons who were found
guilty by the Thalgodapitiya Com-
mission should be reviewed or re-
tired.

The Hon. Minister of Public Works
and Posts is here. I wonder if he can
give us a proper interpretation of the
intentions of the Cabinet? Did the
Cabinet, when they conceived this
clause, comprehend that the findings
of the Thalgodapitiya Commission
could be wiped away if any person
brought fresh allegations against


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1615
Bribery (Amendment) Bill [Senate]
[66®cs@n8ws IN@ZNGET ]

these six gentlemen ? The fiindings

of the Thalgodapitiya Commission

were in keeping with the highest
traditions of the judicature, but, un-
fortunately, for certain constitutional
reasons they were not in a position to
pass judgment or impose punishment.

I want to have the assurance of the

Hon. Minister of Public Works and

Posts, because he is a member of the

Cabinet. I do not think the Cabinet

had any wrong, secret or Machia-

vellian  intentions  when  they
conceived this clause, such as an
intention to leave a loophole for an
agent provocateur to bring some alle-
gation against these same persons,

have fresh cases instituted and, if a

primae facie case is established, to

bring them before the district court.

As the hon. Leader of the Opposition

stated very clearly, there was great

difficulty in getting witnesses to give
evidence against some of the

Ministers and others. These witnesses

the

were subjected to greatest
pressures. Some of them are dead,
and their evidence cannot be

produced again. Some of them may

have entered Government service or
secured positions in various corpora-
tions where their hands are tied and
where their tongues are also tied. As
I said before, justice must not only
be done but must appear to be done.
I ask the Hon. Minister of Public
Works and Posts, who is a member of
the Cabinet, whether it was the inten-
tion of the Cabinet, by an apparently
bona fide amendment to the Bribery
Act, to give some loophole for these
men to escape. If that is not the posi-
tion, let him tell us so here. It is his
duty to enlighten us, because the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary does not
know and is misdirecting himself.
Surely, the Cabinet did not have such
foul intentions ?

. . BAT
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Mr. Speaker, all the credit is due
to the “ lynx-eyed ” Member for Galle
(Mr. W. Dahanayake) for seeing
through the machinations of the
Government in this Bill which other-
wise would have seemed per-
fectly innocuous. Under Clause 3
there is provided an escape-gap for
those Members of the last Parliament
who had been found guilty of bribary
by the Thalgodapitiyva Commission
and in order to prevent the opportu-
nity being given to such Members to
escape the punishment they deserve,

Bewl S 0575 e VC®
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the hon. Member for Galle moved a
very reasonable amendment which I
for one feel that the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the' Minister of
Justice should accept without any
demur. Apart from this, I would like
to say that this particular Bill lacks
sufficient teeth to bring to book those
who had committed the offence of
bribery and I would make the follow-
ing suggestions so that in future when
amendments are brought forward
sufficient consideration would be
given to these.

Firstly, I feel that the Bribery Com-
missioner should be in the position of
the Auditor-General; that is, he
should be absolutely frea of political
control in any shape or form so that
he would act fairly and justly with-

_out any political interference from the

Government Party, and as such the
Bribery Commissioner should also be
independent of the Attorney-General
and independent of this Parliament.
I feel that would ensure that in all
actions which are taken against bribe-
takers there will be no interference
from any source.

Secondly, Sir, I find that the work
of adjudicating on offences of bribery
have been again entrusted to the
District Courts but I feel it is essential
that bribery cases should be taken up
expeditiously and for the purpose I
would suggest that special Bribery
Courts be constituted with judges
appointed by the Judicial Service
Commission as the District Courts are
already burdened with other work.
So that, instead of asking the District
Courts to give priority to bribery
cases I feel that, in the interest of the
accusad and also of society in general,
separate Courts should be constituted
for the purpose. Then Sir, I would
also suggest that, in view of the fact
that it has been the tendency of those
who have been charged with bribery
to interfere with witnesses and to
cover up any evidence that may be
against them, to make bribery a non-
bailable offence so that there will be
no opportunity for a bribe-taker to
go on interfering with witnesses or
to in any way to pervert the course
of justice.
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Finally, I feel that, in view of the
fact that as a result of the decisions
in the Senadeera vs. Bribery Commis-
sioner Piyadasa vs. Bribery Commis-
sioner, the two accused in these cases
escaped because of a technical point,
retrospective effect should be given
to this Bill so that all bribe-takers
who have been accused, who have
been found guilty of ‘the offence of
bribery but have escaped punishment
should be punished and should not be
allowed to take advantage of a loop
hole in the law.
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DDE T NG D,
(Bm. L Lofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Sesnanayake)

Mr. Speaker, we have been most
strenuously debating about the
honour of Members and the dignity of
this House. I propose to raise a very
important matter concerning that
same honour and dignity.

In the “ Daily Mirror ” of Saturday,
the 28th September, 1963, I found this
news :

“PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
SWEEP TICKET FORGED ”

The Criminal Bureau of Investigation is
inguiring into the circumstances in which
a Parliamentary Secretary presented a
forged sweep ticket to the National Hospi-
tals Lotteries Board. The ticket was sub-
mitted for the second prize of the last
sweep conducted by the Board. The
number of the ticket which drew the
second prize was 19 G 0556. Two persons

Bewldm O5YE) Ved AG®
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had presented tickets. One was the Parlia-
mentary Secretary and the other, a man
from Alutgama. DBoth tickets were sent
to the Government Printer who reported

that both tickets were forgeries. In one of
the tickets the letter ‘C’ had been altered
1o G %

The Manager of the Hospitals Lotteries
Board told the ‘Daily Mirror’ that the
prize had not been awarded yet. He
refused to say why: The Parliamentary
Secretary is believed to have told the
police that he presented the ticket on
behalf of one of his constituents. ”

This is most unfortunate. Appearing
in that form all kinds of wild rumours
were afloat about Parliamentary
Secretaries, and about who this
Parliamentary Secretary was. As a
matter of fact I happen to know
which Parliamentary Secretary it is,
but names of innocent Parliamentary
Secretaries have been bandied about
in connection with this affair. In fact
it is a moot point as to whether it is
not a question of Breach of Privilege
as such. But I have heard it said that
the unfortunate Parliamentary Secre-
tary who just resigned was the man
and that that is why he resigned.
That is absolutely incorrect. It is not
Mr. M. Tennekoon, the Parliamentary
Secretary who resigned. Some people
were attributing this fact as a reason
for his resignation, quite unfairly.

I happen to have the facts. I think
in fairness to the House—I am not
making any allegation against the
Parliamentary Secretary—the Parlia-
mentary Secretary concerned is the

hon. Member for Kuliyapitiya
(Mr. G. W. Samarasinghe). This
particular incident is concerned

with that particular Parliamentary
Secretary.

The facts are these. On the 25th
September the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary presented this ticket, and
there was the formal question which
the Lotteries Board asked, “Is this
yours ?” He said, “ Yes”. “He was
next asked, You vouch for the fact
that it is yours ?” He said he would
vouch for that fact. Then they said,
“Sign” and he signed at the back of
the ticket.

You see, the numbers were all
correct, but the letter ¢ C’ was altered
to the letter ‘G’, the letter on the
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winning ticket. The matter was
brought to the notice of the Hon.
Acting Minister—he is aware of the
facts, I believe—that there was found
to be an alteration of a letter. A
fraud has been practised, not neces-
sarily by the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary, but still there has been a
fraud. It is important to note that
the first statement made was that the
ticket was his. Then, subsequently,
when it was discovered that this was
an altered ticket and that there was
some fraud, a later statement was
furnished by the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary concerned that the ticket
belonged to a certain woman and it
was not his ticket and that he want
to collect the money on behalf of that
woman who was a constituent of his,
who, mysteriously, had died two days
after the ticket was presented.

B8E B2 Q. (EneGIsY B)
(5. 8fle wHy—Lsrewsrer)
(Mr. Cyril Mathew—Kolonna)
Very funny.

RRE ed NN e,

(8. i ofl Craneuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I will not say that. It may have

been an actual death. It may have
been a normal death.

8 oG 35y @d. ¢ B (6B
- Bedes)

(QOréLi Qareveier
0 s8aly-sa&aF)

(Dr: Colvin R. de Silva—Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia)

All deaths must be natural.

QY. 19 Aeveur—

RRE oed NG .
(8. Ltiafl Crar@uwss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Mind you, I am not making any
irresponsible statements. The second
statement is to the effect that the
ticket belonged to a certain woman
who, on police investigation, was
found to have died two days after
that ticket was presented.

1963 R endE 15
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ADE2. crmnem .
(B Liefluy. ss@uEs)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
Died of shock ?

RRE o sNsN Ded.
(Blop. afl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

It may be all correct. In the first
instance, the Hon. Acting Minister
has asked the C. I. D. to proceed with
the investigation. I am not making
any allegations. What I am saying is
this: The statement of the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary may be
perfectly correct, but it is a statement
that has to be treated with a certain
amount of caution in the light of
circumstances, and I do hope the
Ministers responsible will see that the
investigation is not prejudiced by the
fact that a Parliamentary Secretary is
involved in this maftter.

2. 8. & c»O®sY dw. (&c crng®
6cdn Y 5Y)
InGF @rewri mib SyEESSSar)

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Second
Colombo Central)

There is a matter which I wish to
raise with the Hon. Minister of
Labour and Social Services, it refers
to the strike that is going on at the
Wellawatta Spinning and Weaving
Mills Ltd. About 2,300 workers in this
establishment have been on strike
for 97 days. This is one of the
longest strikes in recent industrial
history. The workers have shown
great unity, courage, endurance and
determination. The demands which
these workers forwarded to the
management are eminently reason-
able ones. I do not wish to read out
the entire demands. May I say this:
these workers are not asking for the
moon ; they are asking for what
comparable categories of workers
elsewhere in Colombo get. The
Wellawatte Spinning and Weaving
Mills is one of the biggest industrial
establishments in the Western
Province. It is a standing criticism
of the management that they should |
permit conditions of employment in
such a big establishment which are |

9. Gserear—0ClsTaptbLy
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so much lower than those granted to
workers of similar categories in
much smaller establishments. For
instance, in a number of factories in
Colombo women workers are paid a
basic daily rate of Re. 1.15, but at the
Wellawatte Spinning and Weaving
Mills, where a very large proportion
of the workers are female, they
receive 86 cents and 96 cents a day.
They have been asking that they
should be put on the same scale as
the other female workers in other
establishments in Colombo, very
often in much smaller establish-

1 ments.

Other workers got Rs. 17.50 as a
dearness allowance many years ago,
but these workers get only Rs. 13.50.
That, in fact, is what they are

| asking the management to imple-

ment ; that is, they have not even
got the Rs. 17.50 that all sections,
even the plantation workers got
many years ago.

In most other establishments of
this size in Colombo workers get 14
days sick leave with pay ; here they
get only seven. In other establish-
ments in Coclombo, much smaller
ones, workers get between three to
seven days’ casual leave with pay ; I
find here they get none.

Therefore, if we wish to summarize
what the fight in the Mills is about,
we could say these workers are
fundamentally asking to be put on
the same level as workers of com-
parable categories in other indus-
trial establishments of Colombo.
They have also asked for certain
welfare facilities. This is one of
the most stubborn and obdurate
managements one has come across.
They have ‘allowed this situation
to go on for 97 days. As it is,
the firm itself is not doing so
badly. I had an opportunity of
looking at its last printed balance
sheet. I find it makes a trade
2.8 million
and pre-tax profit for the year of
Rs. 1.7 million. Large amounts of
these profits have been wused for
extensions and also this firm has a

- reserve of nearly Rs. 1 million. It

Bewldm Y5 7 VCE®
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has paid a dividend this year, i.e. the
year 1962, the year ending in the
middle of 1962, of Rs. 341,761.

I know that this firm is making
money in various other ways. For
instance, they manufacture bandages
which are used by the Government
hospitals, and, instead of selling
these bandages direct to the Govern-
ment they sell them to the subsidiary
company of the present Managing
Director, Mr. N. U. Jayawardene,
who adds a commission and sells it to
the Government. There are a num-
ber of these practices going on there
and I wish to know why the Govern-
ment allows this situation to
continue ?

At the moment the textile problem
has become one of the biggest
national problems as far as the
question of prices and stocks are con-
cerned. Textiles today occupy the
position that dried fish occupied some
time ago.

But I tell the Government that by
its utterly ineffective and ineffectual
attitude towards a settlement of this
strike, it is aggravating the situation.
Do you know that two-and-a-half
million yards of cloth have been lost
in production so far ? Every day the
strike continues, between 32,000 to
35,000 yards of cloth are not being
produced. With the textile situation
such as exists at the moment, where
the Government’s policy is to try and
impose voluntary restraints on the
big importers and wholesalers, the
industry has completely collapsed
and hoarding and blackmarketing
have become the order of the day.
The Government is apparently not
prepared to take energetic action to
compel the employers of the Spinning
and Weaving Mills to come to a
settlement.

The Hon. Minister of Labour has
been making certain moves. I am not
disputing his good intentions, but I
must say that they are ineffective. I
know that he has great difficulty in
putting into operation the policy of
the Government in these matters
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which are essentially anti-labour and
anti-trade union. But the type of
ineffectual and ineffective efforts
that have been made really needs
condemnation. The Hon. Minister,
the other day, issued an appeal to the
workers to go back to work. That is
tantamount, Mr. Minister, to your
assisting the employers. Why do
you not appeal to, or even threaten,
the employers to settle this strike ?

I know that they have got some
“hard nuts” in that board of
management—Mr. N. U. Jayawar-
dane, Mr. Rowan—I believe Mr.
Rowan has retired and Mr. Naidoo is
looking after that work—and various
other gentlemen. As a result of these
“ tough nuts ” being allowed to carry
on as they like, the textile situation
is being aggravated ; the whole indus-
trial situation is being aggravated

I want the Government to take
strong action in this matter—either
compel the management of the
Wellawatte Spinning and Weaving
Mills to settle this strike, or else take
over the mills. The Hon. Minister
has made some efforts, but they have
not succeeded. I am authorized by
the union of those workers to make
the following statement. If the Gov-
ernment is prepared to take over the
mills, the union is prepared to go
back to work immediately. It is pre-
pared not to raise a single demand
for a period of one year. It is
also prepared during this period to
see that production improves and
that a bigger profit is earned. I am
authorized by the trade union to give
that assurance, and the trade union
itself has given that assurance to the
Government. Here is a way to solve
the crisis—that over the mills, every-
body will go back to work and not a

single demand will be pressed for
nne year.

I make that offer to the Govern-
ment. Are you going to allow 32,000
to 35,000 yards of cloth to be lost in
production every year because pig-
headed people are on the manage-
ment ? Compel them to settle the

1963 Rz enddd 16

16560
D DO

strike. The Hon. Minister is aware
that the basis for a reasonable settle-
ment was reached; but it has been

turned down by some of these pig-
headed employers. I ask the Gov-
ernment to take immediate action to
settle the strike or take over the
mills immediately.

e e By 8. ¢ B
(Quré i Qareeler gyr. 19 SHever)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Mr. Speaker, I must raise with you
at all costs two matters of the utmost
urgency. One concerns my own
constituency ; in fact it concerns
every person there. That is the pro-
blem of water supply which, I think,
does not confine itself to Dehiwela-
Galkissa. The Municipal Council of
Colombo undertook to supply to the
Dehiwela-Galkissa Municipality 5
million gallons of water. They are
today supplying 300,000 gallons. How
do you expect people over there to
go through even their normal
morning ablutions ? I say, the Minis-
ter of Local Government has a
function there. The Government
promised a water supply scheme from
the Kelani-ganga to come into opera-
tion. Now we are told it will take
another year. I wonder! The Muni-
cipal Council of Colombo says they
have to repair some pipes and cannot
give us water. Apparently nobody
thinks in advance about these
matters.

I place the responsibility for this
at an earlier period. When I was in
the 1947-52 Parliament I saw to it
that a Rs. 40 million scheme was
passed, known as the Ingiriya
Scheme, for the supply of water
precisely for those local body areas
from Dehiwela southwards including
Kalutara and so on, but a well known
Minister of the day who later became
a Prime Minister of this country
and was hounded out of the Prime-
Ministership with strings of buns
said that so long as the electorates
were red Ingiriya Scheme would not
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oo through. That is the origin of the
shortage of water in Dehiwela, and I
say so because the present represen-
tatives of the U, N. P. in the Munici-
pal Council are going round trying to
make out that somebody other than
themselves is responsible for the
situation, no doubt in preparation for
the election that is to come.

I ask the Minister, if you cannot
give us a water scheme, for heaven’s
sake spend Government money and
send us water in your lorries or
tanks or any wretched vehicle you
have, but give us water.

The second matter relates to the
Voice of America which I must raise
in this House today because there is
going to take place a change today,
and I think the Hon. Minister of
Broadcasting must be made answer-
able to it even if he cannot answer
now. The Voice of America broad-
casting station is at the same place
as the radio station in Colombo.
Suddenly a peculiar move has taken
place. The property of a sister of
an official—let us name no names ; it
might be a good transaction—has
been purchased by the appropriate
authorities interested in the Voice of
America —I put it in a very round-
about way deliberately. And now
the studio is to be transferred to the
same place at Ekala. That change is

to be done today. Nobody knows
why.

Under the old contract they had
to have their transmitter here in
Colombo. We do not know the con-
tents of the Voice of America
contract which was recently renewed
and about which questions were
asked in this honourable House. We
do not know whether the terms of
that contract enable this shift to be
made, but I say this shift should not
be allowed for a number of reasons
of which I will speak of only two.
One is this: by reason of the trans-
mitter being here and the studio
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being here, it has to operate in con-
ditions in which such control as the
Government of Ceylon or the radio
quthorities may be having, if they
have any, will in fact be thoroughly

exercised.

There is another aspect. The men
in the Studio here all belong to a
single union. Now you shift one
Studio to Ekala, you keep another
Studio here and no doubt one of the
aims is to see that you can break
that union. I ask that steps be taken
to stop this transfer which I under-
stand is to take place today.

I thank you very much for having
allowed me this time.

ob of. 8. oReT WS (cuwaas
B DOwD) SENE SR ACH &G1OB)

@

(Qzserrer G83- U- ;@UMQE&&EF—_U(@“’:‘:

FEHT ST T, P L_GoDLIL] ILLEETT)

(Hon. J. P. Obeyesekere—Acting Minis-
ter of Health and Housing)

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Leader of the
Opposition has made a statement just
now with regard to the forged Hospi-
tal Lotteries tickets and also express-
ed a wish that the inquiries into it
should be properly conducted. The
facts as he has given them are
substantially correct, in that on the
25th of September, this year, two
gentlemen had presented tickets with
the identical number and both these
tickets happened to be forgeries.

The names of the gentlemen who
presented these tickets are no secret.
One was Mr. W. S. de Silva of
Alutgama. He presented one of the
tickets that turned out to be a forgery:
On the same day, later on, a similar
ticket with the same number was
presented by Mr. Wijesiri Samara-
singhe, Member of Parliament for
Kuliyapitiya, and Parliamentary
Secretary, that ticket, too, bearing
the number 19G—0556 of the 210th
Sweep of the Hospital Lotteries

Board. Both those tickets were found
to be forgeries.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1653

On the 27th of September, that
is two days later, my Permanent
Secretary, Mr. Weerasinghe, along
with the Manager and the Chief Clerk
of the Hospital Lotteries Board came
to see me in my office, presented this
matter to me and asked my advice
as to what should be done. I
had a look at the tickets, and cer-
tainly even to the layman looking at
it, it was fairly obvious that the
numbers were not very satisfactory,
that there had been a forgery.
Therefore I told the Hospital
Lotteries Board members that we
were not experts in C. I. D. work and
I thought that the fairest way of
dealing with this would be to put the
matter entirely in the hands of the
C. I. D., which has been done ; and I
gather that the investigations are
proceeding. I have no reason to
believe that the C. I. D. will not act
correctly in this matter regarding the
investigations.

At the same time, I would like to
mention that the person with the
correct ticket has turned up and he
has been given the payment.
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(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He is

not dead.

od. @l LwddR® V.
(8lap. Cay. QY. QLI F6T )

What

&S B0

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

is his name ?
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Adjourned accordingly at
7.28 p.M. until 2 p.M. on
Wednesday, October 16,
1963, pursuant to the
Resolution of the House
this Day.
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PUBLIC ASSISTANCE AND T.B. ASSISTENCE IN
NIWITIGALA ELECTORATE

261/63.
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£

(Mr. Stanley Molligoda—Niwitigala)
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wir ?

asked the Minister of Labour and
Social Services: (a) How many
applications were there for, (i)
Public assistance; (ii) Tuberculosis
assistance ; and (iii) Casual relief in
each village headman’s division in
the Niwitigala electorate for 1961-62,
1962-63 ? (b) How many such re-
quests were met? (c) Who were
the persons in each village headman’s
division whose requests had been
granted earlier but were cancelled in
March 1963 ? (d) What was the
reason for the cancellation? (e)
Will he give an assurance that all
those to whom the grant of assist-
ance stopped will have such grants
restored ?

(o0& 8. €. @@odnd (DEDG ™ ca@:eé@ed’é)a DG S8EAT & @A)
(Qserras 1g.. erew. @WG&“&%&?B‘—Q,&'H‘&&@, FpsCFMa IYDIOEEFI )

(The Hon. D.. S. Goonasekera—Minister of Labour and Social Services)
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(¢) The number of applications from' persons in the Niwitigala

Electorate was as follows:

(i) Public Assistance :
1961-62
1962-63

e b
D|g|t|zeg%y Noolaham Foundation.
noolahb®2org | aavanaham.org
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Their distribution by V.HH’s Divisions was as follows :

V. H.s Division

. 173 Karawita Wasama
. 174 Nivitigala Wasama
. 175 Naragalla Wasama
. 176 Doloswela Wasama

. 177 Delwala Wasama
. 183 Hangomuwa Wasama

. 184 Niriella Wasama

. 185 Elapatha Sasama

. 187 Raddella Wasama

. 188 Dellaboda Wasama

. 189 Dambuluwana Wasama,

(i) Tuberculosis Assistance :

1961-62 o 28
1962-63 s s DU

It is regretted that it is not possible to gi ve_their distribution)by V.HH’s Divisions.

(ii1) Casual Relief :

1961-62 a8
1962-63 AL

Gam 88nsa

1961-62 1962—-63
19 18
22 11
21 12
12 3

6 4
12 6
22 14
11 7
12 6

5 8
14 13

Their distribution by V.HH's Divisions was as follows :

V. H.s Division

. 173 Karawita Wasama

. 174 Nivitigala Wasama

. 175 Noragalla Wasama

. 176 Doloswela Wasama

. 177 Delwala Wasama

. 183 Hangamuwa Wasama,
. 184 Niriella Wasama

. 185 Elapatha Wasama

. 187 Raddella Wasama

. 188 Dellaboda Wasama

. 189 Dambuluwana Wasama
. 226 Pannila Wasama

. 227 Madalagama Wasama

(i) Public Assistance
(ii) Tuberculosis Assistance
(iii) Casual Relief

1961-62 1962-63
14 +
10 4

9 e
4 !
5 3
6 5
7 =2
8 3
6 3
3 4
8 2
3 1
4 —
87 29

1961-62

104
16
41

1962-63
16
14

12

1662

(b) The number of such applications that were met was as follows :
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(¢) The persons whose allowances were cancelled in March 1963,
were, according to V. HH’s Divisions, as follows :

(i) Public Assistance :

V. H.'s Diwvision Name

H. M. Podimenike
(N. B. Beththuwe
M. M. Punchikira
U. M. Ukkukira
D. D. Subadi
D. B. Yosohamy
G. W. Agoris
B. Giramalee
S. Jamis

No. 175 Noragalla Wasama { M. Emalin

B

K

. H. Dingiribaba
D. Rammalee
M. Luvina

No. 189 Dambuluwana Wasama =

(i1) Tuberculosis Assistance :
None.

(iii) Casual Relief :
None.

(d) (i) Public Assistance :

On review they were found to be ineligible for assistance
according to the approved rules governing Public Assistance.

(ii) Tuberculosis Assistance :
Does not arise.

(iii) Casual Relief :

Does not arise.

(e) No such assurance can be given. Aggrieved persons are, however,
free to appeal to the Government Agent, when their cases will
be reviewed again.
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D@ 9 HBHE® ez P WCZ
ACHDe? (9) exndeed O, eCADY
edewsy gudzs BHEO weon gDl
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eSineC ¢ 0JD, Smn HOTD BB WS GE MBnw 8 1‘:[99(5@63 DE53e53
o en 6ed¢s &0 O Fom 8, 9, 10 9Dee? () 6® gundewnsy eCRBYO

KARAWANELLA HOSPITAL

(8 F. ab. @ibLjevrer—enararaca)
(Mr. P. C. Imbulana—Ruwanwella)
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asked the Minister of Health and
Housing: (a) Is he aware that
patients of Wards 8, 9, 10 and 11
which are the Children’s Wards, the
Maternity and the Female Medical
Wards of the Karawanella Hospital
have to brave the weather as a result
of the covered-passage-way to these
wards being obstructed ? (b) Will
he consider the immediate removal
of this obstruction in the interests of
the patients of these wards ? (c¢) If
not, will he immediately construct a
new covered-way to protect the
patients from rain? (d) If so,
when will he undertake the construc-
tion of this covered-passage-way ?
(e) What action will he take against
the officers who have inconvenienced
the patients in this manner and
permitted this obstruction ?
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(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud—
Minister of Health and Housing)
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() Yes. (b) The obstruction
referred to is the canteen which
serves the staff as well as the
patients of the Karawanella Hospital.
Early action will be taken to shift
the canteen to another site in the
hospital premises. (¢) Does not
arise, in view of (b) above. (d)
Does not arise. (e) The depart-
ment is investigating the matter and
suitable action will be taken against
the officers concerned.
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MR. M. RANASINGHE, LUNUGALA MULTI-
PURFOSE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY, LTD.
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(Mr. Amarananda Ratnayake—Passara)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Co-operatives: (a) Is he
aware that an Administrative Sec-
retary by the name of M. Rana-
singhe was serving in the Lunugala
Co-operative Agricultural Produce
and Sales Society Ltd., and in Lunu-
gala  Multi-Purpose  Co-operative
Society Ltd., when this was convert-
ed into a Multi-Purpose Co-opera-
tive Society ? (b) Is he aware that
during his period of service this
society sustained a heavy loss ? (c¢)
What was the amount ? (d) What
action has the department taken to
recover this money for the society ;
if no action was taken, why ? (e)
Will he take action to investigate
this matter and have this money
recovered for the society ? (f) Is
Mr. Ranasinghe still working in the
department ; and if so, what action
does he propose to take against him ?
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(The Hon. ¥. R. Dias Bandaranaike—
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Co-
operatives and Parliamentary Secretary

to the Minister of Defence and External
Affairs)
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(a) Yes. (b) Yes. (c) Misappropri-
ation—Rs. 7,988.00 ; Shortage of goods
—Rs. 5,296.13. (d)Since it is believed
that this money has been misappro-
priated the matter has been handed
over to police for action under the
penal code. Police investigations have
not been completed yet. (e) Neces-
sary action will be taken when police
investigations have been completed.
(f) He has been interdicted from
duty with effect from 26.12.1960.
Necessary action will be taken after
the investigations that are being
carried on now.
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LUNUGALA ESTATE ! GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY
FOR PLANTING COCOA

Qs
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(Mr. Amarananda Ratnayake)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Co-operatives : (a¢) Has any
subsidy been given by the Govern-
ment for planting Cocoa in Lunugala
Estate ; if so, what is the amount and
when was it paid ? (b) How many
acres have been planted with coca
with this money ; or if no planting
was done, why ? (¢) Will he inquire
into this ?
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(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
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(¢) No estate by the name of

Lunugala Estate has been granted a
permit under the Cocoa Subsidy
Scheme. Hence no subsidy for plant-
ing cocoa has been paid to an estate
by this name. (b) Does not arise. (¢)
Does not arise.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1671
Ea3» B&ndh
DYy SHEBDe QI HYH Dcded
e Do 88 28 D& D5y
s Qprudgs oyre drariiLemL G gor s sl
QPeTL] SL_GHOIT PP FFEFIT

CARPENTERS FORMERLY EMPLOYED AT THE
R. A. F. BASE, KATUNAYAKE

355H/63.
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asked the Minister of Communica-
tions : (a) Is he aware— (i) that Mr.
U. S. P. Perera (Tkt. No. 24/593) and
Mr. R. K. D. Porolis (Tkt. No. 23/546)
carpenters at the R. A. F. Base, Katu-
nayake, who earned a basic wage of
Rs. 3.10 per diem plus C. L. A,, ete,,
and a basic wage of Rs. 3.95 per diem
plus C. L. A, etc., respectively, were
absorbed by the Railway Department
on a monthly salary of Rs. 52 (basic)
and Rs. 54 (basic), respectively, in
1957 and are now working at the
Railway Workshops, Ratmalana ; (ii)
that they have suffered a diminution
in wages and that they have made
representations unsuccessfully for a
higher grade ? (b) Will he take steps
to see that they are placed on a
suitable grade in keeping with the
promise given to ex-base employees
that similar employment on terms not
less favourable would be found for
them ?
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(The Hon. M. Samaraweera—Minister
of Communications)
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(@) (i) Yes. (ii) Yes. They have
made representations to various
authorities and their request has been
turned down. (b) No. They have been
correctly graded in keeping with their
skill. They cannot be afforded any
special treatment in the matter of
departmental promotions merely
because they are ex-base workers.
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ROYAL CEYLON NAVY: RATINGS WHO HAVE
PASSED THE ADVANCEMENT EXAMINATION

3566/63.
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Defence and External
Affairs: (a) Is he aware that the
following Class I ratings in the
Supply and Secretariat Branch of
the Royal Ceylon Navy who have
passed the advancement examination
have not been promoted: W. P.
Punnyasoma (Nov: 1960). T. H. J.
Fernando (Nov: 1960). R. M. Fer-
nando (May 1961). A. C. Devarajah
(Nov: 1961). P. E. Baptist (Nov:
1961). P. A. Udayaratna (Nov : 1961).
R. Balendra (Nov: 1961). B. R. S.
Fernando (Nov: 1961) ? (b) What
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are the reasons for this delay ? (c)
Is he aware that an advancement
examination (all branches) is to be
held in September 1963 ? (d) What
is the purpose in holding further
advancement examinations when
ratings who passed nearly three
years ago have not been given their
promotions ?
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(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
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(¢) Yes. (b) The delay is because
the cadre of the Navy is under revi-
sion consequent to the re-organization
of the Navy now being considered by
the Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs. (¢) Yes. (d) It is neces-
sary that examinations are held half-

o Wt &R & BT S QU

BDewidn @575 Sem DE®

1676
Ean B&nds

yearly, so that the sailors who pass
may be placed on the roster for pro-
motion at a future date. Sailors’
names are not entered in this Ad-
vancement roster unless they have
passed the required professional ex-
aminations. The passing of an ex-
amination for advancement does not
entitle a sailor to automatic promo-
tion.
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FISHERIES DEPARTMENT : BOATS SENT FOR

REPAIRS
374/63.
@n8e OsY. 8. oveddh (wSws3
e5»d)

(Qrsi erer. ertb. QuUCTTr—un’gurp

Carienr )

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)
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B Py LT SRS & asifléasBorsp
@& (parar; oyaaueiror s sGerTeueur e mith
or gt eum_mser CramaCleiligererer ?
(2.) yauaueirarmisCorraQeaurarpih 6l HaL

Qumpli’ . Qsrenstuaiaera ?

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power :—(a) How many boats
have been sent for repairs to various
boat-yards by the Fisheries Depart-
ment in each of the years 1961, 1962
and 1963 ? (b) Of these how many
have been given to the boat-yard of
Mr. Peter Fernando ? (¢) How many
boats have been condemned as un-
serviceable and sold by the depart-
ment ? (d) In each case how many
years have they been in service before
being condemned as unfit? (e) In
each case how much was realized on
sale ?

o & 8. ¢ 8 (92, w880 am
I¢E DG BEAC @B w weBNwGI)

(Qserras &. 9. 1 Bdar—asrenf, Frd
LrEeT, INSTGHF YMDFFHLD FLI 1PLH
GU(IHLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

(¢) 1961 & oaidy 62; 1962 &
cRIOQ bh; 1963 & eBIOQ 45; (&)
eI 11 & (@) eHFdy 1 &. (&)

Oy RS 88y Smenm Gc eIDYD
g ey’ s 8- eFds 26
BED. ©xn HEHB gews 582 &BD
2 dw Sxnw Sk, eHOY ww g
@0 DEAE G goramB 8 god D
G @B D 6CH O N B DG
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Gerwmmsl g eHO9e® »0y &. 1,000
D0 e @&

(o) 1961—62 LiL_@Haor, 1962—54 L&
sor, 1963—45 Li_@sor. (o)) 11 LIL_ (&6
(@) 1 L@ (7) Caerel Carfl of) pasiim’ i
L@, 1 eupl_tb 8 or grigGer Lirefasiin @),
wrCrer o flurs emerre Soodsiin @,
Corswal fRmpsm.  Héserirer apop
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(@) 1961: 62 boats; 1962: 54
boais; 1963: 45 boats. (b) 11
boats. (¢) 1 boat. (d) The boat
which was sold by tender was used
for 1 year and 8 months, and was
damaged by fire when an unknown
person had set fire to it. The boat
and engine had been very badly
damaged and was beyond economic
repair. It was disposed of by tender.
(e) Rs. 1,000 was realized on the sale
of this damaged hull.

onY. oY &l Owmn, 8z WrY <,
SrRBY ¢
B Cx. Quemy e, eraps, Osrpse
MR. K. MENDIS, PINKANDA, DODANDUWA

393/63.

ADEL. caymne® w. (HEG)

(8w L1, Fa&@En)ss—:asrel)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)
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(@) @uurrsrrwrer 9o pow apubss
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erarar  ploug GanasGw® g sererri ?

asked the Minister of Health and
Housing: (a) Is he aware that
Mr. K. Mendis of Pinkanda, Dodan-
duwa, incurred expenditure in excess
of Rs. 350 as a result of the false
information conveyed to him through
a police constable of the Hikkaduwa
Police to the effect that his father,

Bewldn 0178 ©ed DC®
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who had been a patient in the Galle
Hospital had died and that a post
mortem examination would be held ?
(b) Will he re-imburse Mr. K. Mendis
for his needless expenditure ? (c)
What action has he taken against the
officer or officers guilty of having
made this serious mistake ? (d) How
does he propose to avoid such
blunders in the future ?

o0& AEcE Y O @Y

(Qsorra LSS ST LLADEPS )-

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

(&) s>, (Go) B E2NHE. (@) o
G B Do) HEE sfYDG 6LI D
ewsY ©wIRAs 6clmed®sy ned HBP
BDCEW8wkm) 80 DoB® 98w 6xX
Bk, (8) e e0nBS.

(o) @o%. () Qbs d@ayée gyaubu
Wedw. (@) Qsfldlésinii’L gamear saea
EGF Oerors@uliugg e gHCuUrsssi
eraunth Qurailiurelluedei. (7) Qps e
0&@ gyeudwiloody.

(a) No. (b) Does not arise. (c)
No officer of the Health Department
is responsible for the alleged incorrect

message conveyed. (d) Does not
arise.
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