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(The Hon. T. B. Ilangaratne—Minister
of Finance)
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asked the Minister of Health and
Housing : (¢) How much money has
been collected so far in the Hospital
Lotteries Sweep and how much has
been spent so far on the development
of hospitals and dispensaries ? (b)
How much money is left at the
moment and for what purposes will
the money be utilized ? (c) Was
money allocated on an electoral basis,
and if so, how much money has been
spent on each electorate so far ? (d)
Was the money collected by this
Sweep utilized for any purposes other
than medical and health purposes ?
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(Mr. J. P. Obeyesekere—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Health and
Housing)

(a) A sum of Rs. 18,946,565.54 has
been credited to the Hospital
Lotteries Fund up to August 8, 1963.
Of this a total sum of Rs. 1,962,082.99
has actually been spent up to the end
of June, 1963. (b) The total sum
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available is Rs. 16,984,482.55. Of this
sum, Rs. 5,576,565.54 represents the
balance not hitherto made available
‘for expenditure by Resolution of
Parliament under Section 23 of the
Act. The balance available under the
Resolutions is Rs. 11,407,918. This
sum will be utilized for purposes
approved in the Parliamentary Reso-
Jutions approving expenditure from
the Hospital Lotteries Fund. (¢) No.
(d) No.
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Local Government
and Home Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that the Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of Industries, Home and
Cultural Affairs, by a notification
published in the Ceylon Government
Gazette of 20th May, 1961, gave an
undertaking that those who left their
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posts in the Government Service to
join as village headmen and who
failed the Gramg Sevaka Examina-

tion, would be given preference in

joining their former departments
when vacancies occur in such depart-
ments ? (b) Is he aware that such an
undertaking was given because it
was the accepted policy of the
‘Government ? (¢) What action has
he taken to implement this policy ?
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(Mr. W. P. G. Ariyadasa—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Local
Government and Home Affairs)
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Local Government
and Home Affairs: (a) How many
persons who left their posts in other
Government departments and joined
as village headmen have failed the
Grama Sevaka Examination ? - (b)
What are their names? (¢) Who
were the village headmen who,
before joining the service as village
headmen, were teachers in the Edu-
cation Department and failed the
Grama Sevaka Examination ? (d)
Will they be re-appointed as teachers
and, if not, why ?
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DECEASED PUPIL P. K. DHANANJAYA OF
MR./BAMUNUGAMA VIDYALAYA
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs:—(a) Is he aware
that a seven-year old pupil, P. K.
Dhananjaya, of MR/Bamunugama
Vidyalaya fell into the school well
and died, and a number of teachers
were found to have been guilty of
negligence in that connection ? (b)
What is the punishment given to each
of such teachers ? What are their
names ?
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(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Communi-
cations:—(a) Is he aware that—(i)
in 1961, 92 employees of Air Ceylon
were served with quit notices, 70 of
them being office staff; (ii) notices on
these 70 were subsequently with-
drawn and only the minor staff were

retrenched; (iii) the Cabinet by
directive No. CP, 554/6 of 12.10.61
instructed that these employees

should be given preference in the
filling of vacancies in Government
Departments; (iv) a good number of
them are now working in the Rail-
way Workshop as unskilled workers
drawing much less than what they
drew at Air Ceylon? (b) In view of
the fact that these employees have
not been given any gratuity for
their service at Air Ceylon, will he
direct that they be paid the same
falaries they drew last at Air Cey-
on?
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(Mr. Ariyadasa—on behalf of the
Minister of Communications)
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asked the Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Defence and
External Affairs:—(a) Is he aware
that the T.R.P. of Mr. J. David, the
Head Teamaker of Beauvais Estate,
Idalgashinna, an estate managed and
controlled by Messrs. Whittall, Bous-
tead Ltd., had expired over six
months ago? (b) Why have Mr.
David and his family not been re-
patriated?
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(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Co-
operatives and Parliamentary Secretary

fo the Minister of Defence and External
Affairs)

(¢) s,

LIIT T T (@R LDEIT D&

(&) g&& ©5168D.

CDS & sNCAMBSE BN DE &HodC
SmmeT W BB O eclogsy
cucew B N3
i, Gpé@ wrerew Snser & QUT. .
usglrts ufl srig@Sser: BLib s &0T &
sBA&  aiprise
SINHALESE G. C. E. CANDIDATES FROM THE
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asked the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs:—(a) Is he
aware that the Commissioner of
Examinations issued instructions in
Tamil to all G. C. E. candidates from
the Northern and Eastern Provinces
even though some were Sinhalese?
(b) Is this in accordance with Gov-
ernment policy? (e¢) Will be there-
fore see that Sinhalese candidates in
these provinces receive instructions
in Sinhala and not Tamil?
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asked the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs:—(a) Is he
aware that although sports materials,
musical instruments, library books,
etc.,, are supplied to adult educa-
tion centres, no almirahs or any
other suitable furniture are pro-
vided to keep them safe ? (b) If so,
will he take early action to provide
such suitable furniture?
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Temporary Residence Tax (Amendment)
Bill

“to amend the Temporary Residence
Tax Act, No. 36 of 1961 .
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BusiNEss oF THE HOUSE

oS @GNS B
(Qaorres @avm&T 56T )
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

c0® culdlsnd OO 9ESuny WES.

“ Fom 21(7) ebem & NDS Bewwed
MO menn 3 BRewE, g €5 HIM®
wed G DOEPIC Go 31 ¢6em
S8wwd 88 dw &k wmw

g Do BB WS® CE.

&. . 2.16

8. 8. @8, @ndam . (gSed &0
e&dc)

(@@ i St E
Q&)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

As a matter of fact, we agreed to
this arrangement on the understand-
ing that some of us would have an
opportunity of speaking on this
Motion, and at a meeting of leaders
of parties last evening presided over
by you it was agreed that we should
sit at least till 9 pm. You have the
right to allow the House to sit as
long as it wants if there is no dis-
agreement. You promised it. You
do not need to change Standing
Orders for that purpose. You‘ha\{e
the power to see that this Motion 1s
debated to a conclusion.

i T QU For—. et Fr

1963 % ®8 6
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D BNGDHD
(surprusi)
(Mr. Speaker)
Order, please!

8. 8. 8. 9nddan Swr.

(B. . 1. gyi. @ewreui ser)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

There is something more that I
have to say. It was also understood
at that meeting that as it was very
difficult for me to be present in the
House after 3 o’clock, I would
be given the opportunity of moving
the Motion so that I may get a
chance of speaking. You were pre-
sent at that meeting and you heard
the arrangement that was made. It
was known to you. I do not know
what has happened in the meantime.

D BN D)
(Furprwusmr)

(Mr. Speaker)

I never knew what you were talk-
ing about.

8. 8. @d. 92rdIAD V.

(8. 1. 1F. opi. @ewraur ser)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You should know what we were
talking. You are expected to know.

D1 5165 DS
(FLrprusT)

(Mr. Speaker)

I know they wanted you to move
an amendment but I did not know
who was going to speak. One of the
movers must move the Motion and
it is only then that you can speak.
Anyhow, one of them must move the
Motion and then you can speak.

8. 8. #8. 92dBR» .

(8. 1. G. . Genraui ser)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I do not mind one of them moving
the Motion because I am not one 0%
the signatories to it, but it wag
agreed
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@575 @65 Aced O¥Y
ed. @d. JwRBAm O (cmen

ened 8g8em @5IF)

(Bm Geg. gy e seT—O&ETpiiL] s
LWsn@ Qpsarnd owmsssen )

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—F'irst Colombo
South)

We are accepting the amendment
and he is a signatory to the amend-
ment.

WD 5N BDDNS
(Furprust)
(Mr. Speaker)

But you must move the Motion
first and get in the amendment
Jater. Will you then move the
Motion?

ed. ¢l LwdBAm .

{(@@. Cen. Y. ggmam",a;ar}
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Yes.

RDED. ok .

(B Liefly. saeuss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

No, Sir, I want to speak on this
Motion No. 2 before the House.

I am very sorry that I was not
present at the meeting of the
Leaders. There is one set of hon.
Members who say that proceedings
will end at 830 p.m. The hon.
Member for Avissawella (Mr. D. P. R.
Gunawardena) says that we should
' proceed until 9 p.m. May I say that
there are quite a number of back-
benchers who wish to speak on this
Motion. In fact this afternoon I
listened to the hon. Member for
‘Kotmale (Mr. J. D. Weerasekera)
the ex-Chief Whip, who insists on
'being permitted to speak on this
Motion. There may be other hon.
‘Members who may not give in to the
wishes of the party leaders that they
should limit the time of the speeches.
Therefore I suggest, in view of the
importance of the subject of the
Motion that we continue the Debate
till 11 p.v1.

. As has already been pointed out,
the whole matter rests with you.
‘Other hon. Members might sugsest
other times. Whatever it is, I think

Bewdds @538 ©eFCEcs
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that all those who wish to speak
should be given an opportunity to
do so and they will have such an
opportunity if we go on till 11 p.Mm.
Is it too much, Sir, to have a Debate
till 11 p.Mm. on one of the most im-
portant subjects that you can think
of?

DO BN

(surprusn)

(Mr. Speaker)

There is no Motion to continue
after the normal hours. The Motion
before the House is to give pre-
cedence to Item No. 31 on the Order

Paper.

ADE2. comnwm Swn.
(B lefly. sauss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

No Motion is necessary.

8. 8. @l 9z:dER» dw.

(,@@ w. (9. DT @@Tsu.‘f’rﬁsar)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I submit that no Motion is

necessary.

DO 56D
(Furprusi)
(Mr. Speaker)
Order, please !

8. 8. ¢8. 9B .
(;-@(5 e. (S QYT @GZIHTG)JH.F’&?W}
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Purely for your information I sub-
mit that no Motion is necessary.

RIED. ervmed e,
(S5 Liefluy. BHEIEGS)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

We must know up to what time we
are going on.

DN G

(Furpriss)

(Mr. Speaker)

8.30 p.M. is the usual time.
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ARNED. cormNnw®d D,

(B lefly. se@ués)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

We will ask the Hon. Leader of the
House. This matter must be
mutually agreed upon.

ada 5. 9. cueddh
(QuréL_ i erer. erib. Quirar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is true that we agreed to
terminate this Debate at 8.30 p.m., the
normal time that the House
adjourns. But as a number of hon.
Members feel that they would like
to participate in this Debate, I think
the Gove:nment should consider
exceeding the normal hours.

WD ZNGRD
(Furprusr)
(Mr. Speaker)

That position is more correct ; it is
not I but the Government and the
House that must agree.

8. 8. @d. IR dw.

(ﬁ@ . 9. oy @mrsuﬁ'ﬁw)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

That is what I tried to suggest.

8w DY, 08, euedd
(QL_r&L_; Gresr. erib. @u@.wrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It was also agreed that we dispense
with the interval for tea in order to
save time.
it was generally understood that we
should try to finish this Debate today.
So I think the Government should
indicate to t*this House whether it
will be agreezble to continue this
Debate til! 11 pm. I understand
that originally only three Mem-
bers from the Government and one
Member from each Opposition party
were expected to speak. That was
the understanding ; but if there are
more hon. Members on the Govern-
ment side who wish to speak—there
are one or two other hon. Members
who want to speak on this side—we
might consider the question of going
on till 11 p.M.

1963 exn&®a8 6

May I also point out that.
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(Qazorres @GovmsTser)

(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

All that I can say is that the
leaders of parties had agreed upon a
certain procedure and the time at
which the Debate will be terminated.
We have accordingly communicated
with our party Members and inform-
ed them that a Vote will be taken at
a specific time. The Chief Whip has
made all arrangements on the basis
of this agreement. Therefore we re-
quest you to carry out that agree-
ment. As far as we are concerned
we will conform to the agreement
with regard to the number of
speeches and the time.

. Sy snwm D, (DD @)
(8w . rg@uss—asgtsse)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake—Wattegama)

We are having a Debate on the
question of the freedom of the press.
Now it looks as if the freedom of
speech in Parliament is being
contained.

ADED. esNwD .

(B lielly. ss@uEs)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

It is a denial of the freedom of
speech !

&, &Y 5N dan.

(Bm @ rgeuss)

(Mr. Ratnayake)

It is grossly unfair. I would ask
the Hon. Acting Leader of the House
to reconsider the matter.

WD BNGEDD
(FLrprst)
(Mr. Speaker)

Does the House agree to this
Motion ?

2RED. corznwem .
(8w Liofly. ss@uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
We want an answer.
DN G
(eurprusi)

(Mr. Speaker)

The answer was given.
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DG QConSBY B
(Qasarres @amsrser)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

If we have come to some agreement
it is nothing but fair that we conform
to it.

B. 8. @8. 9280» .
(Bl 2. 9. oyi. @awrar gar)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

We came to an agreement on the
understanding that the House would
agree, but if the House wants more
time, surely there is nothing to pre-
vent us from coming to such a
decision.

e, d. LwdEA® .
(Bw G- . guai s )
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Can I formally move the Motion
and speak next ?

DA BN DD
(surprust)
(Mr. Speaker)
No.

nde O5Y. ©8. cweld
(QL_r&L_j erew. erib. @u@ﬂ"ﬂ'ﬂ'j
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have a petition to present.

D BRGNS
(Furprust)

(Mr. Speaker)
You are too late.

RDEL. crsnw® Sw.

(B tofly. ss@WEs)
{Mr. W. Dahanayake)

whnat is the decision now 7

as x3BI&

(Czorray g;ré;mg}{@@r:%&sir)
(Hon. Members)

To go on till 8.30 p.Mm.

RED. cosNwm S,

(8w 1_Lofly. ss@wss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Sir, if you suggest that we wait till
the Acting Leader of the House
comes, w< can suspend a decision o
this matter. .

Bewidm ®x3%5 DeIDCC
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D BNEDDS
(FLmprusi)
(Mr. Speaker)

Does the House agree to the sugges-
tion to suspend a decision ?

o0& 3RO

(Qaorras oymasBeriser)

(Hon. Members)

Aye.

“gom 21 (7) ¢bed &NIS Bewlwed WO
weonsy 8 BYee §¢ §» Dme ened s
DO0WROC gon 31 ¢dom Brwwd LA Ew &u
W’ W

g D B8Pum 85 wnmmedm Be.

SO O eH 6B
FLULSWres  oderriang
GlCs

CoMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON PRESS

1 g Gflena ser

P se2» Svw Dme LHnend HJem .

“That this House disapproves of the
Commission of Inquiry on the Press as
proclaimed in the Ceylon Gaze te dated
25th September, 1963, which Commission
is a departure from the original purpose
of the Government announced in the
Throne Speech of August, 1960, viz., to
introduce legislation to ensure the
democratic character of newspapers in
this country and prevent abuse by the
formation of unhealthy monopolies. ”

g. 0. 2.26

. ¢8. LwdBAm dw.

(8@ Co- i, i ger)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

I move the Motion standing in my
name. To save time I will not read
the Motion. I would like to say that
we are accepting the amendment to
the Motion moved by certain other
Members and we can consider the
Motion and the amendment as one.

The Motion seeks to condemn the
Press Commission appointed on the
25th September 1963, as stated in the
Government Gazette of that day.
This, I think, is the first occasion on
which a commission of this nature,
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appointed by the Government, is
being condemned by a Motion in a
legislative assembly, whether it be
Legislative Council, State Council or
Parliament. Not only the terms of
reference but also some of the com-
missioners are objected to by the
unanimous Opposition. I can remem-
ber decisions of commissions being
canvassed in this House but I cannot
remember a single occasion on which
.there has been opposition of this
nature to a commission which is
sitting. And, not only is this unique
in that respect, but the opposition is
by the entire Opposition group. Mem-
bers of various parties with diverse
poliiical opinions have all combined
to give expression to their disapproval
of the terms of reference and some of
the commissioners appointed.

There must be some reason why
this particular commission has met
with this disapproval, specially be-
cause the original decision of this
Government to destroy the monopoly
enjoyed by certain presses in this
country, I think, was welcomed by
every shade of public opinion in this
House. Our party too said that we
were not in favour of monopolies,
whether it is by the press or by any
other institution. We said that pub-
licly and we are subscribing to the
amendment which says it quite
clearly. It is for those who wish to
read, to read.

The reason why we are all com-
bined is something which I would like
to explain to this House. Not only
the Opposition, but I understand from
conversation that there are many
Members on the Government side too
who are opposed to this commission,
and, if given an opportunity, will say
so publicly in this House. [Interrup-
tion]. I think I spoke in very clear
English : T said we were opposed to
the terms of reference as well as to
some of the commissioners,

Let me go back to the first Throne
Speech of this Government in 1960 so
that we may understand the changes
that have taken place in Government
thinking. In HANSARD of 12th August,

1963 e @28 6
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1960, which contains the Throne
Speech of that year, we find the
Government saying :

“A commission will be appointed to in-
quire into the functions of the press In
connection with the general elections
held in March and July this year, and
the abuse of power or authority by the
Caretaker Government and government
officials during that election.”

This is reported at column 56. Then
the second paragraph states:

“My Government will introduce legis-
lation to take over the newspapers con-
trolled by the Associated Newspapers of
Ceylon Limited and the Times of Ceylon
Limited and to vest such newspapers in
statutory public corporations with un-
limited share capital in which individual
holdings will be restricted so as to ensure
a broadbased ownership. This legisla-
tion will ensure the democratic character
of newspapers in this country and pre-
vent abuse by the formation of unhealthy
monopolies. ”

There were two policies indicated
there : one, a commission to inquire
into the functioning of the press in
connection with the general elections
held in March and July 1960, and of
course the alleged abuse of power by
the Caretaker Government ; two, to
take over the Associated Newspapers
of Ceylon Ltd. and the Times of
Ceylon Ltd., and thus break up what
they thought was a monopoly, and
to create a broadbased ownership of
the press. I do not think in any other
Throne Speech this matter of the
press commission was mentioned, but
certain draft Bills were brought
before the Cabinet and also before
the  Government Parliamentary
Group. We have some indication of
what those Bills were because the
press, I think, published some of the
documents.

One draft Bill which was submitted
by the then Minister of Justice, Mr.,
S. P. C. Ferrando, in August 1960,
was rejected by the Government
Parliamentary Group, and the then
Minister of Finance, the Hon. Felix
Dias Bandaranaike, introduced his
own draft. This new draft not only
sought to prevent monopoly control
of the newspapers but, in our opinion
sought to concentrate tremendoué
powers in the hands of the Minister
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himself, with a new type of monopoly,
and the Minister was to become a
“Press Czar”., He was to have
power to make provisions as to how
newspapers should be run, power to
prohibit the publication of news,
power to impose fines, power to run
daily and weekly papers and so on,
and various other draconian legisla-
tive measures were sought to be
introduced by the then Minister of
Finance. But fortunately his Parlia-
mentary Party rejected that also.
Then everything went into cold
storage, and no more was heard on
the press commission or of a press
council or of the taking over of the
national dailies of this country.

Suddenly, on the 30th August 1963,
it was announced in the Gazette that
a press commission was to be
appointed. I will read some of the
terms of reference of the commission
in a moment. Three commissioners
were appointed—Mr. K. D. de Silva,
Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana and Mr. S.
W. Walpita. I had occasion during the
Budget Debate on the Votes of the
Minister of Justice—because it is
under the Minister of Justice that the
question of the press is handled—to
refer to this commission and to make
come criticisms of the Press Com-
missioners, Mrs. Theja Gunawar-
dhana and Mr. S. W. Walpita. One
would see in HANSARD of 3rd Septem-
ber, 1963, columns 1526 ete., the com-
ments which I made under the Votes
of the Minister of Justice ; and in my
concluding remarks I said this :

“There is another disqualification. She
was also ¥’—

That is Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana—

—*“ either the editor, proprietor or co-
shareholder of a weekly newspaper called
“Trine”. It was as a result of that news-
paper’s activities that she had to stand a
trial-at-bar. Here is a person who was
possibly the editor, shareholder or prop-
rietress of a weekly political newspaper
who took an active part in the elections
of 1956. When you are going to conduct
an inquiry into a newspaper of which
she herself was a part owner, or editor,
or shareholder you are making her a
member of this commission.”

2172
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That seemed to me to be wvalid
criticism of Mrs. Theja Gunawar-
dhana’s capacity to act as g
commissioner to inquire into the
conduct of newspapers in the
elections of 1956.

These are the terms of reference
published in the Gazette of August 30,
1963, under the hand of the Governor-
General, also appointing Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana and Mr. S. W. Walpita
as commissioners. I am referring to
page 1512 of the Gazette. I will not
read all the terms of reference, nor
the other parts of this Gazette. I am
sure other hon. Members will do so.
I am dealing particularly with two
clauses, namely (k) and (1).

The Gazette of August 30, 1963, said,

“ (k) the extent to which and the
manner in which newspapers sought to
exercise undue influence on voters in
the exercise of their franchise at the
Parliamentary Elections held in 1956 and
1960, and the steps that should be taken
to prevent a repetition of such conduct
on the part of any newspaper or news-
paper group.

(1) the conduct of newspapers since
April, 1956, in regard to any attempts to
obstruct the policies of the Government
or the implementation of its programme
of work and the steps that should be
taken to prevent a repetition of such
conduct in the future.”

You would see, therefore, that in
the original terms of reference of
August 30, 1963, the conduct of all
newspapers vis-a-vis their using un-
due influence on the voters at the
Parliamentary Elections held in 1956
and 1960, was to be investigated, and
the conduct of all newspapers since
April 1956, in regard to any attempt
to obstruct the policies of the Govern-
ment. So my criticism as well as the
criticism of other hon Members in the
House in September, 1963, on the
Votes of the Minister of Justice
referred to the fact that Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana was either the editor
or owner of a paper which took an
active part in the elections of 1960
and the elections of 1956, particularly
1956. Therefore, how could she be a
commissioner judging her own
publication ?

What happened ? The terms of
reference were then changed and new
terms of reference were published in
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the Gazette of September 25, 1963. I
understand that Mr. K. D. de Silva
objected to Mrs., Gunawardhana
serving on this commission.

3. 8. 390de Ow. (¢8Dé%m ©»O
w) E8AC wEBe@ ) e D)

(8. & 9.
Fiflar LT T EheT s sTilughE )

(Mr. P. P. Wickramasuriya—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice)

sﬁéﬂ'm@j;ﬁw—ﬁ,@w@mé

May I interrupt? That is not a
correct statement.

e&. @&, %wdEAD e,

(B Ce. YT eWeul Fer)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

If he did not object, he should have
objected.

J9)®uSw V.
(B s riv@gflu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

That is a different matter. Say so.
That is your opinion. You need not
take the responsibility on yourself—

SIS SIS Eo T
(Furprust)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! There is no need to
interrupt. There is hardly any time.

390238¢s e
( &cm. Gﬂ?a%m_a@;ﬁu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

A false statement was made. For
my hon. Friend to say that Mr. K. D,
de Silva objected to Mrs, Theja
Gunawardhana being on the com-
mission, he should have told him.

c&. &b, LwudER® @,
(‘Q@. Cey. Y. g_gwsu&{a;w)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

No. Why should he tell me ?

1963 cx»&®3& 6
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8. & 8. om0 @w. (e crne®
6O ®sYH)

(8. G o5. 19. Ol arner—0ETpiL) Lo H
@) renre_mib OIS & ST )

(Mr., P. G. B. Keuneman—S=cond
Colombo Central)

Did not Mr. K. D. de Silva go to
the Governor-General ? Is it not the
fact? Do you deny that? Did he
not moke certain representations ?
Do you deny that ?

e, @8, LD O,

(8. Cop. oy UG Fe )

(Mr. J. R. Javewardene)

Mr. K. D. de Silva did not tell me
anything. Mr. K. D. de Silva, I am
saying again, objected to her serving
on the commission. He had to object.
His objection was valid—

eV Ocs.

({Eﬁ@ Q&wms&r)
(Mr. Keunenian)

That is why they changed the terms
of reference.

o 8. BwudBR® .

(8. Cop. gy QW e )

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
—because Mrs. Gunawardhana and
her paper were the subjéct of investi-
gation and because she took part in
the elections of 1956, Then on
September 25, 1963, those two clauses
I read were changed and the commis-
sion was reappointed under the hand
of the Governor-General. For the
informetion of the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice, this was done by Ceylon
Government Gazette Extraordinary,
No. 13,768 of Wednesday, September
25, 1963, pages 1655 and 1656. Clauses
(k) and (l) were altered.

The original clause (k) referred to
the manner in which all newspapers
sought to exercise undue influence
on voters in the elections of 1956 and
1960. The new clause (k) says “ the
extent te which and the manner in
which newspapers owned or
published by the Associated News-
papers of Ceylon Ltd.,, The Times of
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Ceylon Ltd., or the Virakesari Ltd.
sought to exercise undue influence on
voters in the exercise of their fran-
chise at the Parliamentary Elections
held in 1956 and 1960, and the steps
that should be taken to prevent such
conduct on the part of any news-
paper or newspaper group in the
future ”. All newspapers other than
newspapers under the control of
these three groups, Lake House,
Times and Virakesari, were ex-
cluded from the scope of the inquiry
witk. regard to their using undue
influence on voters in the elections of
1956 and 1960. Therefore, the paper
owned by Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana,
one of the original commissioners, is
now excluded from that inquiry. Who
gave that advice to the Governor-
General ? Was it the Hon. Minister
of Justice ?

Then, I come to clause (1). The
original clause related to the conduct
of newspapers since April, 1956,
which would have included Mrs.
Theja Gunawardhana’s “ Trine”, but
the new clause (1) relates to the
conduct of newspapers since Ist
January, 1957. Again, Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana is excluded. Is that
correct ? We should like to know
who gave that information and who
advised the Governor-General ? Why
did the Governor-General change
these clauses from their original
form ? Those are questions that are
disturking the Opposition. Evidently
it does not disturb the Government,
but it disturbs the Opposition and
the impartial public. Why on earth
have you excluded the newspapers
owned hy Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana
from the conduct of newspapers with
regard to the elections of 1956 ?

8908w e,
(8. &R rinm@yfu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Is not the “Siyarata” also ex-
cluded by it ?

o, @d. LwDdA®» .

(Glm. Con. oyi. epuwient ser)

(Mr. J. R. Javewardene)

We did not ask you te,exclude it.

Bewldm @835 @eHACH
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(&m. ofl &G rinflus )
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)
I am asking you.

e, md. LeiA» w.

(i@@ Ceg. - yuiaui gar )

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

It is excluded, but we are hot
commissioners. Here is a commission
one of whose commissioners’ paper
was included in the terms of refer-
ence, and is now being excluded from
the scope of this inquiry. You had to
do one of two things. You had either
to exclude the commissioner, which
was the request made in this House,
or you had to exclude her news-
paper ; but, instead of doing the
former, you excluded her newspaper.

Now let us cee why that was done.
There are reasons for this. We are
not unaware of these, and I do not
know whether the Government is
aware of them, whether the Front
Benchers are aware of them, or
whether the backbenchers are aware
of themi. Why is this being done?
We are aware both from private
documents and from public docu-
ments, from what has happened since
1956, why it was necessary to exclude
Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana’s news-
paper from the scope of this inquiry
and why it was necessary to include
Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana in the
commissioners’ panel.

Now, Sir, I have already referred to
the terms of reference and I do not
wish to go any further into them. I
am sure hon. Members who are to
speak from this side of the House will
show that all newspapers are covered
by the terms of reference, such as
political newspapers and party
papers. The party papers of the Oppo-
sition have the right to criticize the
Government throughout its lifetime.
All these matters come under the sub-
ject of investigation and we do not
know what decisions the Press Com-
mission will make and recommend. I
am leaving that to be dealt with by
other hon. Members of the Opposition.

‘Now I will come to the commis-
sioners. I have already referred to
Mrs.. Theja Gunawardhana before
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this, but I want to refer to certain
other matters vis-a-vis Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana and Mr. and Mrs. S.
W. R. D. Bandaranaike. In May, 1953,
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike was
keen to enter into a business alliance
with Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana and
her free press. For a long time
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike had
known Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana
and for a longer time Mrs. Bandara-
naike had known Mrs. Theja Guna-
wardhana. For about one year this
association continued—Mr. S. W. R.
D. Bandaranaike’s ‘Sinhale’ paper
and Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana’s
‘Free Press’ worked together under
a sort of panel of directors.

Then on 11th February, 1954, Mrs.
Theja Gunawardhana who was in
charge of the publication, started
writing a series of articles of a com-
munist nature and Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandsaranaike thought this was the
last straw.
see his paper °Sinhale’ publishing
communist literature because the
communist papers have their own
way of publishing literature about
Communism. He thought, therefore,
why should his paper publish com-
munist literature, and they fell out.
He not only objected to Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana publishing commu-
nist scripts in his paper but she was
also prone to publish personal scandal
which Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike
did not want his paper to indulge in.

I will quote his actual words as
given in evidence in the “ Trine ” case
before a panel of three judges. He
said “I do not want my paper to in-
dulge in this scandal”. He said it
was the last straw, the publication of
a communist type of articles in his
paper, and he insisted that Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana should follow his own
policy. She refused and they fell out.

There was a case against Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana for publishing a libel-
lous statement on the Governor-Gene-
ral, Sir Oliver Goonetilleke, and it
was heard before a Bench of three
judges. Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike
who was an erstwhile friend of Mrs.
Theja Gunawardhana gave evidence
for the prosecution.
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9908w .

(,@@ Gﬂ?é@f.‘_ﬂ@ﬁm)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)
He was summoned.

. g8, $wdERm .

(8@ Cog- . puiairsar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Every witness is summoned.
Surely, you know that as a proctor.
He gave evidence for the prosecution.
Mr. Pritt appeared for the defence
and he severely -cross-examined
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike and
asked him why he did not know
Sinhalese—the man who wanted Sin-
halese in 24 hours could not read a
document. In the course of evidence
Mr. Pritt asked Mr. Bandaranaike,
“When you invited Mrs. Theja Guna-
wardhana to join your press, it was
like the spider and the fly?”.
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike said
that she was the spider. You will see
this reported in the Ceylon “ Daily
News” of 19th November, 1954. I |
have got all the photostat copies with
me and the originals are in the |
Library of the House which any hon.
Member can see.

What is important, Sir, is the fact
that Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana and
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike had
fallen out. Mr. S. W R. D. Bandara-
naike said that he felt that the policy
followed by this paper was of a com-
munist nature and it was more or less
the organ of the Communist Party.
The last issue of the “ Trine ” of 11th
February, 1954, had contained four
articles which were of a communist
nature. You will find this in the
Ceylon “Daily News” of 17th
November 1954. Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike added that he thought
it was taken for granted when he |
joined the free press company, that |
the “Trine ” would follow the policy |
of his party, but Mrs. Theja Guna-
wardhana was of the view that it
should continue as an independent
paper. He submitted that he expected
that the policy and the political
philosophy of the paver would be that
of the S. L. F. P. The evidence con-
tinued, for some days.



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2179
By eny ©8wmsen 6mSH®

[e8. 8. ScdERm ®w.]

On another day Mr. Pritt at the end
of the re-examination moved for per-
mission to cross-examine the wit-
ness. He wished to cross-examine
Mr. Bandaranaike on the issue of the
“Sinhale” to show that he was
opposed to Mrs. Gunawardhana.

Mr. Bandaranaike was shown two
cheque counterfoils, one of them for
Rs. 290 in favour of S. P. Amera-
singham for feature articles in the
“Trine”, both cheques initialled by
Mrs. Gunawardhana. Payment had
been stopped on both cheques.

ad @3y HOsowwy
(Qaerrey oymsssaur SEHUT)
(An hon. Member)

By whom ?

e ¢d. BwediA® Bcu.

(B Ceg. i e ger)

(Mr. J. R. Javewardene)

By the bank. This was on the 20th
September.

“ Mr. Pritt : When you invited her you
were like the spider inviting the fly into
the parlour to live amicably ?

Mr. Bandaranaike: She was a spider
herself.”

Then Mr. Bandaranaike said that he
had known Mrs. Gunawardhana for
some time. Mrs. Gunawardhana and
his wife, the present Prime Minister,
were original members of the Lanka
Mahila Samitiya, and she had known
Mrs. Bandaranaike for a long time.
So, in 1954, the late Mr. Bandaranaike
and Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana fell

out.

What happened in the elections of
1956 ? The “ Trine ” conducted a cam-
paign against Mr. Bandaranaike’s
party as well as other parties.

This is the editorial of the “ Trine”
of Thursday, April 19th, 1956, just
after the elections ;

“DETACHED ASSESSMENT

The Premier’s first statement that the
‘number wof portfolios would be reduced
has already gone by the board in the
face of pressure moves to which he sue-
cumbed with his fatal penchant for going
back” on his word......

Two weeks ago we editorially
requested that the new Premier would
assign positions of responsibilityZzenly 'to

Bewidn 0535 edIDCw
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those of the highest integrity. But
although his Cabinet and Junior Minister-
ships are filled with many more honest
men than there were in the U.N.P. Cabi-
nets, yet Mr. Bandaranaike has failed
to live up to the expectations of the
people who gave his party such tremen-
dous carte blanche for building an honest
new world...... As long as there are
such men in positions of trust, we fore-
tell that the downfall of the M. E. P.
would be even quicker and more inglo-
rious and ignominous than that of the
power-drunk U. N. P. by virtue of the
fact that an overwhelming mandate was
given by trusting people to the M.EP.
to guide their destiny. One of the
Premier’s nominations to the Senate has
justifiably evoked strong criticism, fior
it has firstly proved that anyone can buy
anything from the M.E.P. Government
as well, thus demonstrating invertebrate
tendencies of the Premier, and conse-
quently of his being unable to inspire
in others the joy of giving a gift for its
own sake, accepting no reward in return.”

Then, on Thursday, May 10th, 1956,
this is what appeared in the
“Trine ” :

“The Premier seems to be retreating
from the firm stand he proposed to take
and which the country expected him to
takes . This uneasiness is strengthen-
ed by the disconcerting news that one
after another of discredited public ser-
vants, persons holding high positions of
responsibility and specially marked pub-
lic officers who violated all the funda-
mental and honourable ethics that under-
lie good Government specially during the
elections are making a trek to the
Pre;mler_’s residence for the performance
of ‘pooja’ and have obtained invariably,
gomlfl,(,ete absolution with a pat on the

ack.

Then, this is what the “ Trine”
stated on Thursday, May 17th, 1956 :

“ CONSPIRACY OF A COTERIE
THE GREAT PLAN

Now the whole plan is clear. A cer-
tain Minister has whispered into the
Premier’s ear ”

- —I can guess who that Minister
is

“that a local revolution is nound the
corner and that it is of fundamental im-
portance that an ‘exceptionally strong
man’ should be in charge of the Police
Force to teach our people the value of
social democracy. 'The Premier has a
fatal penchant (cleverly and ruthlessly
exploited by wothers) for getting stam-
peded into funk situations instead of
trusting in the sanity of our peace-
dovingopeople. ”
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“Trine ”—June 21, 1956 :

“PREMIER PROVES HIS PERMANENT
SECRETARY A LIAR: SO
TELEPHONES ARE TAPPED

What may be termed the fine art of
his characteristic prevarication was
broadcast by the Prime Minister at last
Wednesday’s ‘ Kiribath’ almsgiving to the
Press.

Asked by the Press whether he used
the telephone tapping apparatus, being
unable to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ frankly, the
Premier hedged about by saying: ¢All
I can say is that if any such step as tap-
ping telephones should take place, it
would be under the compulsion of the
security of the State...... such action will
cease if resorted to, as soon as the posi-
tion of stress ceases...... 2

Then it refers to the Minister of
Defence and External Affairs:

“His chief lacks the backbone to say
‘yes I do it’ but indirectly says ‘yes’ and
the Permanent Secretary has the brass to
say ‘he does not do it’.

We must condemn this highhanded act
to the Premier as a violation of the law
and his M.E.P. speeches which are daily
proving to be mere eclection vote catch-
ing shiboleths.

Editorially we commented recently
that the Police Department must be under
another Minister and not under the
Prime Minister who can resort to auto-

cratic use of power. And we stand
proved ”,

So, Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana in
her “Trine” during the elections of
1956 and soon after was a virulent
critic, as I have shown from the ex-
tracts of this paper “ Trine ” of April
19, May 10, May 17, and so on, of Mr.
Bandaranaike, and that is why in the
amended terms of reference you are
excluding Mrs. Theja Gunawardha-
na’s newspaper from the subject of
this inquiry because you do not wish
to exclude her from the panel of
commissioners.

Now I am trying to show why you
do not want to exclude her from the
panel of commissioners. I have
shown why you have excluded her
newspaper.

I have already given you a piece
of Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana’s his-
tory. I am sorry I have to do this.
I do not think it is necessary that
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this House and the country should
be bothered by the private life of any
person but she is not an ordinary
person. She is a commissioner and
she would be sitting in judgment on
the future of the free press, of all
papers—not only of monopolistic
papers, party papers but all papers—
and the way they conduct themselves
vis-a-vis your Government, a demo-
cratic Government; and you are
putting her in this position with this
background which I am now going to
relate to you.

She has two children now. At the
expense of the Chinese Government
they are being educated in China.
One is Shanthini, who was married
to the Hon. Minister of Industries,
Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke’s
nephew. She has left her child and
husband behind and she is now in
China. Her son, Mohansiri, is also
in China being educated at the ex-
pense of the Chinese Government.

In 1962 she issued a cheque which
bounced and the money was paid by
the Chinese Government representa-
tive in Ceylon.

In August 1963 she attended the
Ninth  Conference on Nueclear
Weapons in Hiroshima, Japan. All
her expenses were paid by the
Chinese Government.

She issued a cheque in 1962 which
bounced because she had no funds
in the bank.

38 @ca.

(8. &8 @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

For how much was that ?

ed. @d. SwdIA® V.

(8- Con. . sqwaui ser)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

I do not know. Immediately her
debts were paid by a representative
of the Chinese Government in
Ceylon.  She was also given the
money for her income tax. If you

go and look up the police files you
will find all this.
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5998 Q.
(Blm. H&&8rwg )
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

You looked them up ?

od . LB .

(B GCen. i syweur gar)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

I have got the information. If
they are wrong, I will withdraw
them. I will withdraw them if you
kindly refer up your police files and
find that it is not correct that her
cheque bounced and the money was
paid by the Chinese Government and
her income tax was paid by the
Chinese Government.

In August 1963 she attended the
Ninth  Conference on  Nuclear
Weapons in Hiroshima, Japan. All
her expenses were paid by the
Chinese Government. In fact, in
Hong XKong, the Chinese Govern-
ment’s agents gave her $500.00
(Hong Kong) for use in Hong Kong
and U.S. $1,000.00 for use in Japan.

She was offered the Lenin Peace
Prize by the Russian Government but
she refured it at the instigation of
the Chinese Government. That valu-
able prize was worth a lakh of
rupees. That was in 1961.

In 1963 she visited Albania as a
State guest. It was well known that
Albania was a supporter of the
Chinese position. She had gone for
a conference in Moshi where she
made an exhibition of herself by
supporting China against India. Mr.
Walpita the other commissioner also
attended this conference.

Look at the list of countries she
has visited since the General Election
of 1960. A poor man who wants to
go abroad even for health reasons,
who wants to take his children
across to India, is hemmed in by res-
trictions. Since July 1960 she has
paid ten visits abroad. @ Where has
she gone ? These are the details of
her trips abroad :

July, 1960—Meeting of Organizational
Bureau, World Peace Council,
Stockholm.

Bewidm @535 DeFBDCE
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July, 1960—World Peace Council,
Tokyo.
December, 1960—Women’s Congress
Cairo. :
April, 1961—Afro-Asian  Solidarity

Committee, Djakarta.

August, 1961—Conference on Nuclear
Weapons in Hiroshima, Japan.

When she left Ceylon she had g
ticket only for New Delhi. But once
she went to India she was financed
to ge to the Hiroshima Conference.

July, 1962—Disarmament Congress,
Moscow.
March, 1963—Afro-Asian Solidarity

Conference, Moshi.

She went to this conference with
Mr. Walpita.

July, 1963—Peking.

August. 1963—Conference on Nuclear
Weapons, Japan.

September, 1963—Afro-Asian Solidarity
Convention, Nicosia. ;

Here she expounded the “ Chinese
line ”.

Are these facts correct or not ?

3PS Dcwm.
(8. &8 rnEfi)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)
Carry on.

ed. @d. BwdBA® O

(B G oy equieui gar)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

In the Court of Appeal, Sir, when
the judge is convinced by an argu-
ment he usually says: “Carry on,
carry on” !

In keeping with Exchange Control
Regulations her travel expenses on
most of these trips were provided
from abroad, generally on cheques
drawn on Hong Kong Banks by the
host  organizations. When hon.
Members ask Questions with regard
to the exchange granted to Mrs.
Gunawardhana we are told of the
'palt.ry sums of £10 or £15. Her
hahit is to leave this country only
with a ticket and somebody abroad
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provides the spending money
generally by means of cheques drawn
on the Hong Kong Bank by the host
organizations. Presumably spend-
ing money was also made available
to her through foreign sources when
no permits were granted locally.

Mrs. Gunawardhana has served as
a one-man reception committee——

2DE cdmmznwd dw. (GEwd)
(8. iofl Cear@uss—0l 19 &)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake—Dedigama)
One woman !

o8, @d. Lw2dRm w.

(ﬁ@ G%. QYT %Mﬁuﬁrﬁm)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

——one-woman reception commit-
tee to visiting Chinese. Her varied
activities made me think that she was
a man. She has taken visiting
Chinese round the Island and has on
some occasions paid their hotel bills.
She has also paid the bills for ex-
penses in connection with the Afro-
Asian Economic Seminar and the
Afro-Asian Writers’ Conference.

She is the author of at least four
books which openly flaunt Chinese
interpretations of current affairs.
These are :

“ Khrushchevism ”.

“Whither India-China relations ? .
#Cuba .
“Never Again Wills Japan ”.

The last three named of these
books have been sold by supporters of
the “ China Line ” in Africa.

Mrs. Gunawardhana speaks Chinese
fluently.

Hde DuY. DO. cuell
(OLr&L i erer. erib. OuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No'!

eZ. ¢1d. LwRiA® .
(’(,@@ G’g. DT g_gwsmf"gm)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Hon. Members are very unkind to
her.
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M8 OxY. . cwedl
(Qr_r&Lir erar. erin. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

She ought to have been given
Chinese citizenship.

od. @l LwRiA®» .

(B Ceog. oyi. syueui ser)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

The whole world knows that she is
a lobby in this country of the
Chinese foreign policy. There are
articles about this in the “Link” of
October 28, 1962. I read some
passages from another paper pub-
lished on the 17th February, 1363,
which showed that at Moshi she ex-
pounded the “ Chinese Line” and as
to how the Indian delegation left the
conference, how she sought to send
books surreptitiously to Russia and
how they were taken into custody.
So, the whole world knows that she
is—I am not using the word in any
bad way—an agent of the Chinese
Government in this country, pub-
lishing books on their behalf, doing
propaganda on their behalf, attend-
ing conferences on their behalf,

visiting China at China’s expense,

educating her children at China’s ex-
pense. In other words, only in
costume possibly she is not a
Chinese, but in every other way she
is a Chinese!

It is this lady whom we have
appointed as one of the commission-
ers.

Mr. Walpita is a man who follows
her in her political and international
thinking, who has attended on> or
two conferences with her and who is
well known to hold the same political
views.

RDED. cuvrmNw .
(B iefly. saewuss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
Theja and her little lamb.

c&. ®d. BwDiIR® Ow.
(Bl Cog. i @uieui ser )
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

As the hon. Member for Galle
says : “Theja and her little lamb.”
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O0)®g8w @ca.
(B, dAs8 i)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

How do you know ?

o, ¢d. LB O
(8@ Cx. oy guonit zar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

I do not wish to take any more
time. 1 would like the hon. Member
for Avissawella (Mr. D. P. R. Guna-
wardena) to conclude his speech
before I go. I am sure that
the terms of reference have been
amended to suit Mrs. Theja Guna-
wardhana’s newspaper and keep it
out of the terms of reference of this
commission, so that it would not be
subject to inquiry. I have shown
that Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana is so
pro-Chinese that it is dangerous to
have such a person on this commis-
sion. I have shown that she was
antagonistic to Mr. Bandaranaike
before 1956 and soon after, in 1956,
when he formed his Government,
Therefore, this commission does not
tally with your original conception
of taking over or breaking the
monopolistic press, with which we
all agree. We do not say that Lake
House should be taken over, or the
“Times” should be taken over, but
you can break the monopoly by
giving help to other papers to rise
up. We as a party welcome that new
papers like “ Davasa ” and “ Savasa ”
and “Sinhale”, “Maubima?” and
“Siya Rata ” are all able somehow to

exist and put their views before the
public.

We are against monopolies, whether
it is of the press or of any other con-
cern, but you are not seeking to do
that. Instead, you have appointed a
person who has absolutely dictatorial
Views, a propagandist of the Chinese
foreign policy. Therefore, in our
opinion, this commission, both the
terms of reference as well as the
commissioners—if we consider all
those aspects—is mischievously con-
ceived, ill-composed and, thoarefore,
‘dangerous to the future of the demo-
cratic freedoms that we so much. love.
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ADED. comnem .
(Bp. Lielly. ss@u&s)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
88sY #86 Wém» GE

g . 3.8
8. 8. »d. 92IA® dw.

(Bw. . 9. . Gewranger)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Sir, I propose to speak a few words
on this Motion as I do not want to
take very much time. Before I do
that I wish to move the amendment
to this Motion, to add immediately
after the words “unhealthy mono-
polies 7 :

“and states that its terms of reference
disclose the fact that the Government is
lacking in any desire to break the mono-
poly of the Press held by private capita-
list conczrns which is the real obstacle
to the freedom of the Press in Ceylon,
but instead aims at devising means to
extend its conirol over all newspapers,
thereby reducing still further even such
freedom of the Fress as exists in Ceylon
at present.”

We have always, since the progres-
sive movement in this country, the
socialist movement in this country
started in the early 30s, fought for
the freedom of association, speech
and the press. But, of course, my
conception of the freedom of the
press is a little different from the
conception of the hon. First Member
for Colombo Souh, (Mr. J. R. Jaye-
wardene). Under a system of
this type, a system in which there
are exploiting classes and exploited
classes, you can never have com-
plete freedom of the press because
the press inevitably, invariably, be-
comes a monopoly ownership of
newspapers, falling into the hands of
big business.

I remember the time when the
“Ceylonese ”, the forerunner of the
“ Ceylon Daily News ”, functioned as
a newspaper which exercised what
is known as the “freedom of the
press ”, guiding public opinion pro-
perly and placing important facts be-
fore the country which enabled it
to come to correct decisions and
conclusions. The “ Ceylonese ” later
came under the ownership of the
Wijewardene family and took the
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name of “Ceylon Daily News”, be-
coming part of the newspaper
monopoly of Lake House—* Beira
Gedera”. From the time this hap-
pened it became a prop of big busi-
ness and ceased to be a newspaper
which gave a truthful account of
what took place in the country and
outside.

I do not need to go very far. You
only have to open the pages of today’s
“Daily News” to get some idea of
what I mean. As you know, a good
many Members of this House spoke
yesterday on the Vote of Condolence
on the sad and untimely death of the
former Member for BRorella (Dr. W.
D. de Silva), and I too spoke on
that Motion. This is how the
“Ceylon Daily News” reports my
speech :

“Mr. Philip Cunawardena (M. E. P.—
Avissawella) said that Dr. de Silva had
a brilliant career at Ananda Collegz and
in the University. He passed out as a
doctor but later had felt that he should
make use of the medical profession to
make money.”

That is exactly the opposite of what
I said. I said that he did mot make
use of his profession for making
money, but the “Daily News?” re-
ports the very opposite of it. Daily
this type of thing is being done by
the monopoly press of this country.

68, @d. ¥wdZRm w.
(8@ G- i gweiger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

We also suffer from that type of
thing.

8. 8. @8 9;mIEAD .

(‘Q@j e. (S _?a_%;f. (& T Uil G )

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

But not fo the extent that they do
it to us. For instance, I know very
well that even undelivered speeches
of the hon. Leader of the Opposition
are published in the “ Daily News ” ;
may be these are speeches that are
delivered in his house!

RAE o NN Sw.
(8. Ll ofl Craramuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
That is my complaint too.

1963 5% @88 6

2190
g wlmwen ctndu®

8. 8. w8 @i &w.

(B . & i @ Uil S )

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

In any case, I have listened to some
of his speeches, but he never made
the speeches that the newspapers
have reported as having been made
by him. [Interruption]. Of course,
I am not blaming my Friend. Let us
admit the fact that the Lake House
press and the Times press are
interested in defending vested
interests, and that those who defend
vested interests are given the fullest
publicity by them.

This is nothing new. We said this

in the old State Council when the

hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera), who was then
Member for Ruwanwella, and myself
were putting up a lone fight against
the press—a twin fight rather than
a lone fight—against this same mono-
polist concern, the Lake House Press.
At that time when the Governor-
General made his Speech in opening
Parliament in 1960, we had two
monopolistic groups of the press.
Today we have three groups. At
that time we had the “ Lake House ”
Group and the ‘“Times-Lanka
Deepa” Group ; but today we have
also the “Dawasa” and the
“ Hawasa ”, owned by a man who has
made money on the sale of books
largely at the expense of small
children who go to school—Gunasena.
And I know that people who write
books, the authors, do not get any-
thing worthwhile. An author gets a
hundred or two-hundred rupees for
his manuscript, and Gunasena the
publisher makes lakhs of rupees after
the publication of that manuscript in
book form.

I am sorry the Hon. Ministers are
not here. They do not think it is
worthwhile listening to speeches of
hon. Members in this House. There
is not a single Hon. Minister in the
Front Benches today; we have a
junior Minister and the new Whip.

During the Committee stage of the
Appropriation Bill when we were
discussing the votes under the Minis-
try of Defence and External Affairs
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I asked several pointed questions
from the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Defence and External
Affairs. He is not here. I asked him
whether he knew of a Mr. Dodd——

ceDcmMBe 8. . 8. momnesy
(D& g8)
: (Ouréii . erb. of. praprser—mpeo
)
(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)
Who ? Mr. Dodge !

& 8. @8, 9WmIER® .

(8@ 2. 9. i @ewreur ser)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

—Well, he has dodged now—
Mr. Dodd, who was formerly in
charge of the Commercial Section of
Radio Ceylon, for whose dismissal I
am told the hon. First Member for
Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jayewar-
| dene) was responsible. I am very
glad. That is at least one instance
where he has my approval of the
action taken by him. Now Mr. Dodd
lived in this country for a number of
years without a T. R. P. He was
given recently employment in the
“Dawasa ”. Mr. Dodd has very wide
ramifications in the field of advertis-
ing. It is correct to say that he con-
trols to a large extent a fairly large
number of advertising firms. And
you know that newspaper concerns
do not depend for their income on the
sale of the newspapers. It is largely
the advertising that you find in the
various pages of the newspapers that
accounts for the enormous profits
they make.

Mr. Dodd was appointed recently
to a very high executive position in
the “Dawasa”. And the sub-editor
of the paper, who was virtually the
editor—because everybody knows
that the managing editor Mr. Dhana-
pala cannot write in Sinhala and that
all the important editorials were
written by Mr. Piyal Wickremasinghe
who was the sub-editor—in one of
his articles in the newspaper wrote
about the activities of certain kalla-
thonis in this country, of men like
Mr. Dodd, and within a few days he
was called by the management of the

Bewddm 0535 eBDE®
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newspaper and asked to leave. He
was asked either to apologize to
Mr. Dodd or write another article
repudiating what he had written
earlier. Mr. Piyal Wickremasinghe
was not ready to withdraw what he
had said. He said “I have used facts
which I can prove and I think the
article is a very truthful article?”,
He was asked to leave. He is no
longer on the editorial staff of the
“Davasa ”. The “ Davasa ” which was
started only 2% to 3 years ago has
become one of the biggest businesses
in this country today. Gunasena’s
“Davasa” has  become very
important. There is no freedom of
the press there. Journalists are not
permitted to use facts. They have to
write to please the bosses of the
“Davasa” just as the scribblers at
Lake House and at the “Times?”
have to please the bosses in those two
places. We know, if we look over the
past 20 years, how many people of
intelligent views had to leave those
newspaper offices because they were
not ready to be stooges.

In a capitalist society of this type,
if you permit the private ownership
of newspapers, its development is
inevitable. Of course, in a big coun-
try such as India or big countries of
that type, you find such a large num-
ber of newspapers that one news-
paper group counteracts the propa-
ganda of other newspapers. But we
in Ceylon, living in this small isle,
where newspapers wield a tremen-
dous influence, cannot continue to
support the existence of monopolies
of this type. Some control is neces-
sary. We have to break these
monopolies. But we do not want to
take them over. When we move
towards a socialist society, it is
possible to take them over, and doubt-
less people who live during that time
will see to that because there will be
no private companies to run news-
papers at that time. But, living as
we do in a capitalist society, where
vou find exploiters, where you find
large groups who own these concerns,
I think it is necessary that the
Government should take some steps
to break these monopolies.
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Speaking on the Address of Thanks
to the Throne Speech in 1960, we
expressed our views on this matter.
I should like to read a passage, a
short one, from the Debate on the
28th of August, 1960 :

“ 90 mndemny 8&cd—ged §QP& ewiS
5060 ezt ©rPd—8Im O¢W el
smva D80 o wpnes. 999w dudm
dF ey eudfedsy @mOLeD cPmilsed
Githd wmed oo GLRedw o & edw
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We have never sought the assis-
tance of the newspapers for our
working class movement. We had
always to fight from 1932 onwards on
behalf of the socialistic movement,
the progressive movement, in this
country against every possible obsta-
cle put forward by the capitalist press
in Ceylon. I wish to read a small
passage from the speech I made on
24th August 1938, HANSARD Volume 2,
Column 2318 :

“Most Members are aware that the
‘Ceylon Daily News’, one of the most
venal newspapers on the terrestrial
globe, and its allied newspapers give
daily lectures to the masses of this coun-
try on loyalty, on partriotism, on
morality, and on altruism. Meanwhile,
it is a secret to nobody that th= altruism
of the ‘Daily News’ itself is on the
market at fixed international rates.
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Sir, time was when that paper was a
power in the lund ; time was when the
‘Daily News’ and its predecessor, the
‘Ceylonese’, moulded public opinion 1
this country ; ttme was when it fearless-

ly exposed injustice and foul-play in
even the highest places in the land ; time
was when the sheer literary brilliance
of its editorials was an inspiration to
even students of literature. But, Sir, that
day has gone. Today the ‘Daily News’
stands a monument to the acquisitive
instinet of its proprietors. There is no
journalism at Lake House. There is only
Big Business. Even the insipid and

anaemic literarv flowers that appear once
a week on its blue pages are of a very
infantile order. And, Sir, it is not only
the staff, the editorial scribblers and
oth=rs on this paper, but even eminent
K. Cs, who in their spare hours become
students of poiitics, who have begun to
attack the Hcn. Minister of Labour,
Industry and Commerce . . . ."—[OFFICIAL
RepnrT. 24th August 1938; Vol. 2,
c. 2318].

Even an eminent K. C. has risen to
oreater eminence not only in the field
of law which he practices but even
in the field of politics and manage-
ment of economic affairs. I do not
want to say anything more than that
because I have to leave the House to
be present at a certain place at
4 o’clock.

Sir, it is necessary; we want a
commission, but a proper commission.
My own feeling is that this com-
mission will not be able to do the
work that it has been asked to do ; it
has been prevented from doing the
work that it was asked to do. I have
nothing against the Chairman of the
Commission, Mr. K. D. de Silva, an
ex-Supreme Court Judge, who is
very competent. He was the Chair-
man of the Naval Commission; a
readable report was published by
him. I have not the slightest doubt
that if there is a commission of one
person consisting of Mr. K. D. de
Silva, he will produce a worthwhile
report. I certainly do not think that it
was wise on the part of the Govern-
ment to have included Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana as a member of this
commission ; because of her decided
views you cannot expect impartiality
from a person of that kind who has
lent her name to the book on
Khrushchevism. I do not know
whether Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana
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is such a learned and eminent
Marxist as to make pronouncements
of that nature, on the philosophy,
doctrine, principles and other things
that guide the Soviet Union today.
My own feeling is that after studying
for 30 to 40 years we find it somewhat
difficult to make pronouncements
of the nature she makes in that book.

Mrs. Gunawardhana is a person
who has taken the side of another
power against the Soviet Union, and
we all know that there is an ideologi-
cal conflict going on between two
powers. I do not think it was wise of
the Government to have appointed

| her to the commission. I do not want

to say anything more than that.

There is the Press Commission
report of the United Kingdom in 1947
or 1949, It is a valuable report. There
is also the Indian Press Commission
Report in 1954. These reports give
all the necessary facts about news-
paper monopolies and how they
operate.

It is necessary to safeguard the
freedom of the press and to prevent
the press from becoming the organ
of vested interests, of big business ;
and it is the duty of the Government
to probe fully into this with a view
to breaking the monopoly that exists
in this country. If the press is to be
owned privately, it must not become
a monopoly.

I have placed an amendment to the
Motion before the House and I would
ask all hon. Members who value
freedom of association, freedom of
speech and freedom of the press—I
do not think they are only in the
Opposition benches—to support it. I
have no doubt that hon. Members
would like to have a press that is
really free and not controlled by big
business interests, by big combines
as it is in Ceylon today. That does
not promota or create healthy public
opinion. We have to break the mono-
poly of the press.

I do not support the present com-
mission. I do net think it will do
any gond. But I am in favour. of.a
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competent Commission which will
go into this question impartially and
arrive at its findings.

g2 dcs nyY. 98. cuedd

(Qréi erar. erd. QUCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
S8xsF 86 wmém CS.

& &n. 3.3

ADED. errNnwm .

(Be uoefly. se@uss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

There are three chief reasons why
I am totally opposed to the Press
Commission that has been given us.
Firstly, the terms of reference of the
Press Commission are incomplete,
tainted and prejudiced. The omission
of the period prior to the elections of
1956 from the scope of the inquiry
is prejudicial. Reference has already
been made to the exclusion of the
“Trine” from the scope of the
inquiry. Also the terms of reference
do not contain even a mention of the
freedom of the press.

In this connection it is illuminating
to read the terms of reference of the
Press Commission that was appointed
in India in 1954. One of these terms
reads as follows:

“The Press Commission shall enquire
into the state of the Press in India, ifs
present and fulure lines of development
and shall in pazrticular examine :

(vii) freedom of the press and repeal
or amendment of laws not consonant
with it.”

Thus, it seems to me that this Press
Commission cannot ensure for us in
this country the continuity of the
freedom of the press even as we have
known it in the past.

Two hundred years ago, one of the
best known fighters for the freedom
of the press, Junius, wrote as follows:

“Let it be imipressed upon your minds,
let it be instilled into your children that
the liberty of the press is the palladium

of our civil, political and religious
rights
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I am afraid the Press Commission
that has been appointed in this coun-
try will not assure for us that that
palladium of our liberties will be pre-
served.

Secondly, the aim of this Govern-
ment seems to me to be to create a
stooge press for itself from now on-
wards.

When the Royal Commission on the
Press in England asked the proprietor
of the “ Daily Express ”, Lord Beaver-
brook, what his main interest as a
newspaper proprietor was, he
replied :

“I run my paper purely for the pur-

pose of making propaganda and with no
‘other motives”.

The aim of this Government is very
much similar to the aim of Lord
‘Beaverbrook. What this Government
hungers and thirsts after is power—
financial power, social power, per-
sonal power and above all political
power—and this Government seeks to
~achieve that aim through the press.

Thirdly, I oppose this Press Com-
mission because it is quite plain that
‘the Government has no desire what-
soever to hold an impartial inquiry.
Two members of the commission are
suspect and they have not been
removed. In fact, it is with some pain
of mind that I wish to refer in some
detail to one member of the com-
mission against whom I have nothing
.personal.

- Only a few days ago, on Saturday,
October 26, India’s greatest weekly
“The Blitz” carried very promi-
nently its first page leader dealing
with the Press Commission of Ceylon
and the personality of one of the
commissioners. Allow me to read
that article to you.

This is the banner headline : “ LET
INDIA BEWARE OF THIS PETTI-

COAT AGENT OF PEKING!” The
article reads as follows :
“BLITZ Exclusive.

Colombo.

Peking has not lost much time in
degenerating from the glorious capital of
the Chinese revolution into the world’s
most poisonous snakepit of Trotskyite
international subversion.
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Of the several foreign agents China has
engaged for this ugly mission, the most
notorious as indeed the most effective 1s
Theja Gunawardhana, familiarly known
in newspaper circles here as the “Mata
Hari ”"—or “ Mata Ugly "—of Ceylon.

Since the Chinese attack on India a
year ago, this woman has acted as carrier
of Chinese filth and slander against India
and, partictlarly, Prime Minister Nehru,
from Peking to the farthest corners of
Asia and Africa. And yet, strangely
enough, she is able to make the boastful
claim that she has free access whenever
she wants to carry Chinese sedition into
India itself.

In fact, it is well known that on the
way back from her last visit abroad on an
anti-Nehru, anti-India mission on behalf
of China, in September, she broke
journey in Bombay and spent a night
there under her maiden name of
T. PIYADASA. How she got there and
for what purpose and where she stayed
are mysterious for the India Intelligence
to uncover : for India has no more vicious
enemy than Theja Gunawardhana.

Beginning her career as a mediocre
journalist, Theja won the sympathy of the
late Solomon Bandaranaike, former Prime
Mirister of Ceylon, who allowed her to
contribute some articles to one of the
newspapers published by him. She used
this opportunity to earn publicity for
herself and the sympathy of the present
Government.

PETTICOAT OF PEKING PINDARIS

However, after Bandaranaike’s death
by assassination, instead of serving the
noble cause of peace for which the late
Premier stood, she decided to become a
paid agent of Mao’s China.

By hook or by crook, she wangled trips
abroad as a delegate from Ceylon and
took part in international forums at
Moshi, Hiroshima and Nicosia, punctuated
by regular visits to Peking.

Misusing the trust reposed in her by
different organizations which sent her
abroad, and disregarding instructions
given to her, she started toeing the
Pekirg line on almost every issue and hit
the headlines in the foreign press in con-
nection with her scandalous and slander-
ous activities at these international
forums.

Owing to the obvious tore of her public
statements and writings, the mask was
torn off her ugly face, and Theja stood

exposed as a stooge of the Peking
pindaris.
Her campionng of the Peking thugs

and her numerous trips to the Chinese
capital, have paid her rich dividends.
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Two of her children are being educated
in China under what is e}lphemlstlcally
called Chinese scholarships. On the
pretext of meeting her children, she has
been allowed to make numerous trips to
Peking.

FORTUNE FROM TREACHERY

These trips, as well as her mission
abroad, are paid for by China. When In
China, she is given free medical treatment
by some of the most eminent Chinese
doctors. Not only this, but today Theja
who was a person of no means only a few
years ago, seems to be in possession of
considerable sums of money. She has
built for herself a costly modern house
here. She owns book shops and printing
presses. With the help of these presses
and the book shops she has been able to
churn out pro-Peking propaganda. In
defiance of the express will of the people
of Ceylor and disregarding the wishes of
the masses of the Asian nations, she
savagely attacked the recent Nuclear Test
Ban Treay to which the Ceylonese
Government is one of the signatories.

Through numerous articles and book-
lets, mostly printed in her owr press and
published by her book shops, she launched
vicious attacks on India and Prime
Minister Nehru in an attempt to under-
mine the goodwill and friendly relations
existirg between India and this country.

She has also ptblished some pamphlets
attacking the Soviet Union. Prime
Ministers Nehru and Xrushchev seem
to be the twin targets of her poisoned pen.
Obviously she is piping the tune of her
Peking paymasters.

‘ Khrushchevism’, onz of her recently
published books, was dedicated to ‘the
struggle of the great Soviet people’ in the
followirg crude words :

‘This book is dedicated to the struggle
of the great Soviet people who are fight-
ing bravely that their 1eadership will not
turn the fruits of their revolution into
dead sea fruit, by turning towards the
marsh, to lead humanity out of which,
they pioneered the first wvictory of
socialism with sacrifice and heroism.’

NEHRU ATTACKED A LA CHINA

She has attacked Prime Minister Nehru
and the friendly neighbotr of Irdia in the
same language of Mao and Chou:

‘The Nehru Government incarcerated
nearly 1,000 members of the Communist
Party all over India. Their grave crime
was not even an act, by only of remain-
ing at large which was prejudicial to the
defence of India! And this after China
had unilaterally called a cease-fire and
appealed for negotiations after the

unprovoked acts of Indian border
aggression.’
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CATHOLIC CONVENT TO CHINESE
COMMUNISM

There is no -possible explanation for
these uncalled for attacks on Ceylon’s
friends and neighbours except that she
has to justify her existence to her
paymasters in Pekirg.

Apart from this, there s another
reason which can explain to a certain
degree only, her unpatriotic and abnormal
conduct. Mrs. Gunawardhana is an acute
case of schizophreria (split personality).
It is an :rony of fate that a woman who
champions the Chinese brand of Com-
munism has to rush and lock herself in a
Catholic convent here during atiacks of
this disease.

ON COMMISSION OF PRESS AFFAIRS

The indignation and resentment of the
Ceylon public as well as Parliament
touched a high watermark when recently
she was appointed onz of the members of
the Commission of Press Affairs, thanks
to the recommendation of another Chinese
paid agert, late Minister of Justice,
Mr. A. B. Perera, who insisted upon her
appointment.

Mr. Perera, one need not be reminded,
was Ceylon’s Ambassador to Peking, who
created a diplomatic uproar and almost
brought about a rift in Indo-Ceylon rela-
tiors a couple of months back by his
micchievous statement that the Indian
reports of Chinese troops concentrations
on the Sino-Indian border were ‘a big
lie’. This was immediately nailed both
by the Indian Prime Minist:r and the
vigilant Indian press, as well as Ceylon’s
papers like th» ¢ Ceylon Observer’, which
called upon Mr. Perera to ‘plead guilty
on both the counts of highly unprofes-
sional and undiplomatic corduct.’

LET INDIA BEWARE !

~ The purpose of the Commission is to
investizate the ownership, structure and
power control in Ceylon’s Fotrrth Estate.
People here have expressed grave doubts
as to how the Commission, which includes
a Chinese agent and foreign-subsidized
press owner in the person of Mrs. Guna-
wardhana, would be able to give a fair

and accurate report on the working of
the Press in Ceylon. 3

Let India beware of this

: ) notorious
Pekirg petticoat agent ! ”

So much, Mr. Speaker, for this
dragon lady of Ceylon. I would like
to point out that quite apart from
the reasons that I have stated, there
are other weightier reasons which
prompt us on this occasion to stand
up for the freedom of the press. The
development of the press is a part
of ,the, history of our national
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development, and you will forgive me
if I, on this occasion, very briefly go
into the history of our national deve-
lopment in so far as the press is
concerned.

The earliest efforts in Ceylon of a
Sinhalese newspaper were in Galle
where the Sinhalese newspaper
“ Kankaloka” was printed in 1864.
The late Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Suman-
gala Nayaka Thero who was in Galle
from 1858 to 1870 took a leading part
in the publication of this paper. He
was also the founder of the Vidyo-
daya Privena in 1873. The Vidyodaya
Privena along with the Vidyalankara
Privena have played a great and
significant part in the national and
cultural renaissance in Lanka. The
English press in Ceylon was led 130
years ago by the “Observer”. 1t
was edited by such lovers of freedom
as the Fergusons, and it always
proved itself a mighty sword in the
hands of those who fought old and
new tyrannies. It always played a
prominent part on public questions of
the day.

What may be termed a modern
newspaper in Ceylon arose with the
ascendancy of D. R. Wijewardena in
our newspaper world. He came into
the scene over the riots of 1915. He
was a born organizer., His press
became a moulder of public opinion
in Ceylon between 1920 and 1948
when we attained independence. The
“ Daily News” and the “Dinamina ”
played a no mean part in the achieve-
ment of our freedom, and the father
of our freedom, the late Mr. D. S.
Senanayake, would not have achieved
the success and fame he did without
the assistance of the Wijewardene
press. That briefly is the part the
newspapers have played in the
history of Ceylon’s national develop-
ment.

S)@eScs e,

(,@@j. e&EE rir _"-:-'rﬁ'-.-:r?ru)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

What is the part they played when

§ you were Prime Minister ?
3

1963 e ®8 6

gdes’ ©8rwen cSsd

WDE. cznwem Do

(Bm. lofly. ss@uss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

You ought to know best because
I am the man who gave you a long
hand and pulled you up when I was
Prime Minister.

Nearly 200 years ago Thomas
Jefferson expressed what he believed
to be the fundamental truth in the

democratic prineciple in the following
words :

“The basis of our Government being
the opinion of the people, our very first
objective should be to keep that opinion
right ; and were it left to me to decide
whether we should have a Government
without newspansars or newspapers with-
out a Government, I should not hesitate
a moment to prefer the latter.”

2202
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How many newspapers do we have
in Ceylon to keep our opinion right ?
I think the development of our news-
papers has not been adequate in
terms of our growing population and
our varying political, economic and
social interests. A comparison with
other countries may not be out' of
place. The Indian Press Commissinn
gave the figures. In the U. S. A. in
1949, they had 12 newspapers for
every million of population ; in the
U. K., where the population is dis-
tributed over a much more compli-
cated and compact area, there were
3 newspapers for every million of
population ; in Ceylon, if we take the
newspapers published in all langua-
ges, we have about one newspaper
for every million of population. But
if we reckon only the Sinhala
language the number of newspapers
we have is most inadequate for our
readers. In order to bring the total
number o¢f newspapers to an
adequate figure and in order to tap
areas and classes of readership not
reached now it is essential that more
newspapers should be started. But
there are major problems that face
us. We have the same problems as
India had ten years ago. And the
Indian Press Commission of 1854
listed the following four difficulties
of starting new newspapers :
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(1) Heavy initial capital expen-
diture required for starting a
newspaper.

(2) Generally inadequate supply
of finances.

(3) Competition from  existing

papers,

(4) Low purchasing power of the
people.

Thus it should be the duty of the
Fress Commission to report as to how
it would be possible to start more
newspapers rather than to curb or
control the existing ones. That is the
problem that we in Ceylon have to
face.

The part that the press should play
in the life of a nation was described
very eloquently by C. P. Scott, one
of the greatest journalists of England.
Scott edited the “ Guardian” from
1872 to 1929. In a famous leading
article on the “ Guardian Centenary ”
in May 1921, Scott wrote :

“The newspaper’s primary office is the
gathering of news. At the peril of its
soul it must see that the supply is not
tainted ; neither in what it gives nor in
what it does not give nor in the matter
of presentation must the unclouded face
cof truth suffer wrong. Comment is free
but facts are sacred.”

These are words that will be heard
across the centuries—“The un-
clouded face of truth must not suffer
wrong. Comment is free but facts
are sacred ”.

Surely these cannot be achieved if
the press is to be curbed, contrnlled
or fettered ? The Royal Commission
on the Press of 1947-1949, expressed
the view very strongly that free en-
terprise in the production of news-
papers is a prerequisite of a free
press. I would like to read that para-
graph of the Royal Commission on
the Press, and with that I shall con-
clude my speech. Paragraph 578
reads as follows :

_ “To forbid any individual or group of
individuals to publish a newspaper
would, in our view, be an unwarrantable
interference with the libentw cof, (the

Bewlidm V535 ©esDC®w
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individual and the freedom of the Press ;
and we see no reason to think that news-
papers attached to the interests of politi-
cal parties, trade wunions, or other
organizations would be betfer news-
papers, or have greater regard for fruth
and fairness, than newspapers published
by private undertakings. In our view
free enterprise in the production of
newspapers is a pre-requisite of a free
Press, and. free enterprise will generally
mean commercially profitable enterprise
in the case of newspapers of any
considerable size and circulation.”

I do not want to take any further
time of the House but all that I wish
to say in conclusion is that not one
of the aims that a proper commission
should have in view can be achieved
by the present Press Commlission.

g. on. 4
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Are you expressing your views or
the views of the Government ?
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mwBe w35y s, ¢ 8C
(6cBDC-od whed &)

(OLrsir Qareflar . 1 RDeur—
Qg8 uln-ss s )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, permit me
to say, first of all, since I follow
upon the hon. Member for Mawa-
nella (Mr. P. R. Ratnayake) that,
even from a Government speaker, we
are entitled to an occasional rele-
vance. The hon. Member’s speech,
with all respect to him, is one of the
supremest examples of irrelevancy in
a debate to which I have had the
misfortune to listen.

The question <at issue is the
appointment of this particular Press
Commission at this particular junc-
ture for the particular purpose set
out in the terms of reference.
have no doubt that it is a matter of
great pleasure to tilt at familiar
opponents in familiar ways, and were
it in some other debate, I would
have been glad to cheer him
vigorously on the points. But when
he repeats a speech made in some
other debate in relation to the debate
that exists, all that happens is that
he leaves the suspicion that the
Government has put up the speaker
in order precisely to prevent the
point of the debate becoming clear.

Sir, let us remind ourselves of the
object of debate. First of all, there
is the principal resolution dis-
approving the appointment of the
commission of inquiry because it is
a departure from the original pur-
pose of the Government. I notice
that the hon. Member for Mawanella
was supremely indifferent to that
question because he knows that that
is a facing of his present with his
past, and that the mirror does not
mirror him then even if it mirrors
him now. It is a departure from the
original purpose of the Government
announced in the Throne Speech of
August 1960. It might have been
useful to us if the hon. Member who
has been asked to be her master’s
voice or his—beg your pardon, his

Rewldm 9538 @edC®H
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mistress’ voice—had read the rele-
vant extract from that 1960 Throne
Speech, an extract that might have
evoked even today in this House the
same applause that it evoked from
the mass crowd that was present at
Independence Square on that day.

e, @d. LD V.

(B Cgg. 2. gyuiaui sar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
I read it for him.

mnBe e sy 8. ¢ BED
(QL_r&Li Qareveilar o7 iy Gigveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I know my hon. Friend the First
Member for Colombo South (Mr. J.
R. Jayewardene) read it earlier.

There is then an amendment which
has been accepted in the forin of
an addition, namely, that the te:ms
of reference of the commission dis-
close the fact that the Government
is lacking in any desire to break the
monopoly of the press. My hon.
Friend might have shown us a few
examples of that desire. Three and
a quarter years or more ago, the
hon. Member’s Government promised
not commissions, but legislative
action. Three and a quarter years
afterwards we have a commission,
which is known to be the classic de-
vice on the part of governments
which wish to avoid legislation.
Now, that is the truth. And since
the hon. Member has pleaded with
the known liars, with the news-
papers, for a little truth, may I plead
with him not to fall into the same
company ? May I urge further that
the Government is lacking in any
desire to break the monopoly of the
press held by the private capitalist
concerns, which is the real obstacle
to the freedom of the press in Ceylon,
but instead aims at devising means
to extend its control over all the
newspapers thereby reducing still
further even such freedom of the
press as exists in Ceylon at present.

I would have been delighted to
hear from this official back-bench
spokesman of the Government some-
thing in answer to those two points
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and in particular to see him demon-
strate through the terms of refer-
ence what it is not possible to infer

from the intention or the
aim of davising of means to
extend the Government’s con-

trol over all the newspapers in
Ceylon. Now, Sir, I, for my part,
propose to demonstrate it not by
generality but from the terms of
reference. I have that important
Gazette notice, the second Gazette
notice which departed from the first
Gazette notice in order to manifest
that Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana will
not have to sit in judgment upon
the: behaviour of the paper once
known as “Trine”. I say so with-
out fear of contradiction. It is for-
tunate that there has been appointed
as chairman to the commission a
gentleman of such proved probity
and independence, that he was able,
immediately upon his notice being
drawn to the facts concerned in re-
lation to “Trine”, to state to the
Governor-General himself that if that
fact was correct then rather than sit
on the commission along with
Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana who ran
the “Trine”, he was tendering his
resignation—/[Interruption].

e, 8. LwdiRy .
(5. Cog. oyi. squeui ser)
(Mr. J. R. Javzwardene)
Do you deny it ?

HNnde e oI5y @l & BED
(QO_r&_ir Qarevelear oy, 1o Hevar )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If the Junior Minister of Justice
denies it I state it again without fear
of contradiction. I challenge him to
get a denial from the Chairman of
the Commission—[Interruption].

o, ¢d. LwuBA®» .

(D Cog. . guiaui ser)

(Mr. J. R. Jay2wardene)

When I said that, you said that it
was false. Why do you not get up
and say it is false ?—[Interruption].

1963 20 ®8 6
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8)0wusw Scu.
(Bw. ofls@ @il
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I did not want to take the trouble

HrnBew e B3uY @d. ¢ BEC
(QLréii Qaurovellar oyr 1. Goveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I beg of the Government and the
Parliamentary Secretary not to fall
into the company of liars who d:ny.
I do not want you to undermine a
man’s integrity by such denials in
this House.

ed. ¢d. LwddRry .

(8w Ca. gyi. egweur geor)
(Mr. J. R. Javewardene)
What do you say ?

39S w V.

(8. &G rin@Eyiu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I have not taken the trouble to
speak to Mr. K. D. de Silva. It was
not proper for me to speak to Mr. de
Silva. I have not spoken to a single
member of the commission. You
spoke as if Mr. K. D. de Silva had
told you.

ed. @8, &wdiVx .
{’@@ Q&f} QY. BT SHET
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

I did not say that. If I did not say
that, will you withdraw it ?

&N enE 35 8. ¢ BED

)

(Qrai i Q& revetl eor . g Laveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The Government has become so
petty on this subject that it cannot
even take credit on to itself for a
most credit-worthy act of a member
of the commission. That is enough
proof that this resolution is deserved
and correct.

How do you solve this? By ab-
solving Mrs. Gunawardhana instead
of helping the chairman.
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[g208c e 85 §d. ¢ 8F &

Let me come back. I said I will
demonstrate irom the terms of reier-
ence oif the commission that its true
aim 1s not the break-up of the private
monopoly of ithe press but the devi-
sing oif means to extend the
government’s control over all
newspapers.

The 1irst point is this. This coms
Mibolull  Cuvels Ry 1ts {Terlms OL
TeitcieuCe, NUL Oy thne Inouopoly
givupuiigs Lidr lldave peell eXplcessiy
iciciteu LO 1N TS House a nuidied
lules 1L ouce, bul every single news-
Paper rigut aown Lo the  posical
Sucels oL tne  numpler  podical
parues., |LnerrupPeOntj. £8s 11y nod.
Friend tne pecound Member Ior
Cowinpo Cential (WMr. heuncman)
Says, LOSe ale e oy places wiuaere
tiere 1s real ireeaom OIL tne press—
the uitie weekly press, especially of
tae Lelt parues, wuaerein ule iaisity
OL ollcial poilcCles are not merely ana-
lyzed and exposed put even dissect.d.

Now, Sir, the terms of reference I
would suggest Iall 1into three or iour
gLroups. iuere are ilteen points of
Ieicience undaer tne letters (a) 1o
(0). VI tnese (a) to (j) may be said
Lo some degree 10 concern some ques-
tlons percaining to the monopoly
Piess, beCause uley concern ainoug
ouller uungs tne structure, ownersnip
and conirui OI undertakings punilsn-
Ing newspapers and periodicals and
SO on. 1n tinat respect, no commission
was necessary, tor everybody knows
that structure. You do not nced a com
commission for that. Get a normal
company handbook and even a gov-
ernment nitwit can work out the
structure. Forgive me for saying
this. This is like trying to use a
sledge-hammer to kill flies. You do
not need a gentleman of the eminence
and ability of Mr. K. D. de Silva to
tell us the structure of this business.

If you like, I will tell you a little
about the structure of one of them in
a way it will interest you much more
than you have imagined.

Bewids 0538 ©eFDCw
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I have, because of a well-known
court case, some good intormation, tor
instance, about the situaiion of the
share ownership and control of the
“Times of Ceylon” group. 223,000
shares of the “Times of Ceylon”
group, i.e., nearly halr of the shares of
that paper or group, were owned by
the late Mr. Sangarapillai and his
wife. Both these people are now dead.
In accordance with that old custom,
they left a joint will and, in terms of
that will, there were appointed three
very interesting trustees. Ona was
Mr. N. S. O. Mendis, a gentleman who
I believe today does his major opera-
tions from abroad, but he was
obviously born under a lucky star or
under a beneficent patronage as
shall show you in a minute. The other
was Mr. C. X. Martyn, a dear old
friend of mine, who has parted com-
pany with this business. The third
is Mr. P. Navaratnarajah, also a very
good colleague of mine at the Bar.
But with all respect to all these dear
friends of mine—and please do not
tell me afterwards that that is the
kind of friend I have—Mr. N. S. O.
Mendis is the colossus that bestrides
their world in these matters.

What happened ? There was a
clause in this will that called upon the
trustees to hold these shares for the
benefit of the children, to preserve
them if possible. So what has
happened ? I am making no com-
ment, I am not discussing the rights
or wrongs of the next part of what
I am saying. The truste:zs have pro-
ceeded to sell much of the real pro-
perty belonging to the estate while
holding the shares and now at least
one of the heirs or heiresses has gone
to court to fight this policy. Pardon
my saying again, on that matter it is
improper for me to make a comment
and I am no partisan in that matter.
The trustees may be right, the heirs
may be right, or both may be wrong
because both cannot be right.

But now we come to the next thing,
These shares have caused the trustees
to come on the board of management
and one essential person there, the
key man, is Mr. N. S. O. Mendis.
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0o’ ses BNOIDBY
(QLr&L_i prasprser )

(Dr. Naganathan)

How many shares has he got ?

&S oG 35y . ¢ BED
(Qrdi Qarevellar gyi. 1. Heoveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It is a very good question that he
has asked. Very rarely has he helped
me in my argument but on this
occasion he has valiantly come to my
help.

Mr. N. S. O. Mendis, as I told you,
is born under an exceptionally lucky
star or under a beneficent patronage.
For all I know, he enjoys both. Mr. N.
S. O. Mendis, without owning a single
share of the “ Times”, controls the
“Times” in terms of this document.
Here is a Government for 3% years
considering what to do about a mono-
poly. Here is a gentleman who, by
simple legal process, has become a
newspaper king without owning
a share. And mind you, he was the
proctor of Mr. Sangarapillai. Do you
want a commission on such ques-
tions ? I will say this further : cer-
tain reactionary forces—I do not want
to name them unnecessarily—today
control the “ Times” group of news-
papers entirely through this position.

3. ¢d. LDy .
(5. Co. oyr. spuicui ser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Mr. Weerasooriya ?

Hdew emE B @8, ¢ B

(Oréi Qareellar oy, 9. Svaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I name no names. I did not wish to
mention Mr. N. S. O. Mendis, but I

could not state the facts without
naming him.

e&. . LwdEQx Ocs.
(8. Ceg. oyi. epuwesi ser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Mr. N. E Weerasooriya is the
acting chairman, _ .

1963 ©0» ®a& 6
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eéIa Ssewms Dwi (e @m)
(S Crmi TIT 90115 60— 9D 551 08T )
(Mr. Roy Rajapaks>—Hakmana)
Mr. Donald Ranaweera.

Qe emE B @, ¢ B
(OLréL i Qaroeller oyr.  &Gwar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Mr. Donald Ranaweera, the pros-
pective U. N. P. candidate for
Maskeliya—

RIE o N Ded.
(8. 1 ofl Caar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

The former candidate.

e eIy @l. ¢ 8CD
(Qréir Qareveiler . . Reowr)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

—the celebrated public speaker on
newspaper freedom, is a nineteen-
share-owner and now is a member of
the board of directors.

o, ¢, LRy .
(Bm. Cx. . wai ger)
(Mr. J. R. Jay2wardene)

The chairman is Mr. Weerasooriya.

e en@ 8 . ¢ B
(QuréLi Qareveller opr. 19 Hear)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Yes, Mr. Weerasooriya is the chair-
man.

o, @d. LwddRyy .

(8@ Cx. oy guaiser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

He is an S. L. F. P. man.

@Dl e 3 @l ¢ B
(QLrér i Qasreovdler oyr. 9. Sevaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I am willing to say of him that
there is no Government that has come
into being or will come into being
that‘ will fail to commandeer his
services,
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o, ¢d. £wdls Sw.
(B Cog. oy el Her )
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Including yours ?

08w emnE 3 @8, ¢ B

(Qr_rs_i G ravet et ,:9),5.’%. . Aevaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

When we come to power, as we
shall come to power, I am sure that
we will have tasks for Mr. Weecra-
sooriya.

Monopoly is not difficult to prove.
The thing is so wellknown that it is
a waste of time for the Government
to ask a gentleman of the calibre of
Mr. K. D. d= Silva to report on what
is known unless it be that the Govern-
ment has been totally ignorant for
3% years and was alleging things of
which it knew nothing. Well, that is
also possible.

Thera is an old saying that the
sting is in the tail. I believe it applies
to scorpions. I hope I will be for-
given if I say that the Government
has shown a scorpion-like structure
in regard to tha terms of reference of
the commission. In my view there
are only four real terms of reference.
I propose to read them. Why ? I
shall show that there is no announce-
ment of policy by the Government
on any occasion at any time that
covers those terms of reference and
their sinister import will be clear
from a mere reading of them. Those
four terms are items (4), (k), (1) and
(o). (7) says that the commission
shall revort on the measurss that
should be adopted to prevent the
publication in newspapers and perio-
dicals of news reports, victures,
cartoons, artieles or stories which tend
to incite disaffection among the
peovle against the Government or
which are calculated to subvert the
lawfully constituted Governmont.
There is much more, but the
remainder is not important.

I must sav. first of all, that our
evervdav criminal law completely
covers this point; and, as if it were

Bewidn 535 @edDC®
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not sufficiant, we had supplementary
measures 1 the so-called * coup
legislation ”. These measures cover
the position entirely. What are you
asking from the commission ? Soma
drastic proposal or recommendation
which will enable you to cover your
own sinister plans ?

Now read (j) in relation to (k).

“ (k) the extent to which and the
manner in which newspapers owned or
published by the Associated Newspapers
of Ceylon, Ltd., the Times of Ceylon
Ltd., or the Virakesari, Ltd., sought to
exercise undue influence on voters in the
exercise of the:r franchise at the Parlia-
m-~ntary Elections held in 1956 and 1960,
and the steps that should be taken to
prevent such conduct on the part of any
newspaper or newspapsr group in the
future ; ”

Now, the key-word there is “any
newspaper ’. With ragard to what
the “ Virakesari” did, or the Associa-
ted Newspapers did or the “ Times?”
did, you claimed already to have
the knowledg2 when you proposed
31 years ago that you would legislate
to break the monopolv. You do
not need a commission for that. If
necessary, I can cite a most startling
thing, but I do not want to waste my
time, save with on~ example. The
“Times of Ceylon” once carried an
authentic report of a central com-
mittee meeting of the Lanka Sama
Samaja Parly which had never
taken place—an authentic report. Tt
even purported to give the resolutions
passed! The only problem was that
the central committee never m-t on

that occasion. I can show you where
this comes in.

Now, yvou say, “ We want the richt
to control any newspavner in resnect
of its efforts to influence opuhlic
oninion.” Oh! vou sav.. “ We want
them only to t~11 the truth.” What
you mean is, “ We want them onlv to
tell what in cur view is the truth.”
And, what in vour view is the truth is
normally the untruth !

Sir, what T seek to sav is this: You
yvill never get a totallv truthful pr-ss
In any country. But you can et a
press which is not a monopolistic
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group in any country if the Govern-
ment of the day wishes. I will show
you that matter in a moment.

Then it goes on:

“ (1) The conduct of newspapers since
1st January, 1957”

—all newspapers—

“in regard to any attempts to obstruct
the policies of the Covernment or the
implamentation of its programme of
work and the :steps that should be taken
‘to prevent a r:petition of such conduct
in the future.”

For my part, I say it is a nec-ssary
attribute to freedom, which I and my
party will certainly exercise, to
obstruct you in every way when you
go wrong. Governments are not auto-
matic producers of corr>ct policies.
Then, why do vou need an Oppo-
sition ? The truth is that you do not
want an Opposition and you dare to
come and say that to us when you
cannot control the opposition inside
your own party. A Government party
that cannot get its official candidate
elected to the Senate wants to control
our richt to say, “ Who the devil are
they 27

These are the things that must be
understood. Let me read the next:

“ (0) The mieasures that should be

adopted and the measures required to
establish and maintain ”

—please listen—

“proper liaison batween the Govern-
ment and the press so as to ensure that
the policies and actions of th= Govern-
ment are adequately and objectively
prsented to the public without bias or
distertion.”

I said this was a scorpion-like term
of r-ference. This is the last term of

reference and the sting is in the tail.

We have a Government which, even
while it speaks in the nam > of the late
Mr. Bandaranaike, cannot come to a
decision as to whether Mr, Bandara-
naike was a god or a man, which it
does not want the newspapers to call
him. You have controversi-s as to
whether he went to heaven or
whether he is still on the road to
heaven. Which do yvou want us to
state ? You say vou ar> a socialist
;Government and vou advance
capitalist policies.  Which do you
want us to say ?

5
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(,@@j GTLD. @w@lﬁtﬂbuﬂ't_b—p_@:_}ﬁﬁi?_)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam—Uduppiddi)
Dompe or Tumpane socialism ?

i’pzalacﬁ eICE 3B epsé’s e T G2k

(OuréL i Qarevelor oyr. 1 Fover)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

My Friend here asks, “Do we
have Dompe or Tumpane socialism
or neither or both?” What I am
seeking to say is this. This commis-
sion is directed to report on how to
establish and maintain propar liaison
—lovely word !—between the
Government and the press, for a
particular purpose, as if that liaison
is not already there. You have a
solemn Information Department to
make your official handouts every
day, every hour, every minute, if
necessary. Every time you have a
row inside your Cabinet you have
one section in liaison with the
“Dawasa” and another section in
liaison with the “Dinamina”. So
you do not lack this liaison. What
you say is this: *“ Liaison between
the Government and the press in
order to ensure that the policies and
the actions of the Government are
adequately and objectively presented
to the public without bias or distor-

tion . . . ”. Pardon me, but who is to
judge ? Therein lies the crux of the
matter. You are to be your own

judges, your own jury and your own
punitive organization.

If hon. Members will forgive me,
there is a very old fable of two
knights errant who came from two
opposite sides to a statue of a dead
knight who was holding a shield, and
the knight who came from the north
said, “ The shield is red,” while the
knight who came from the south
said, “ The shield is blue.” So this
man said “red” and the other man
said “blue”, and being knights
errant they did not do the one thing
that had to be done but acted in
terms of their own rules: they
couched their lances to rest and they
charged at each other effectively,
knocked each other down, heavily in-

jured ;.only, as it happened, each
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k .ight now fell on opposite sides of
the statute, and each found indeed
aat the other side was red and the
other was blue !

Now, looked at from our point of
view, your policies are destroying
this country. How do we present
that adequately, objectively ? From
your point of view your policies are
leading the counfry to destruction ;
yes, because your Finance Ministers
come and tell us how fast we go
down the slope wuntil another
Finance Minister comes and says we
are only going a little slower down
the slope. How do we present this
objectively and adequately ?

These four items together are
items which enable the Government
of the day to intimidate and to bully
the press, and make of it a partisan
agency for its own policies and pur-
poses. And why only the Govern-
ment ? If you have suffered from
the press, I say to you that we have
suffered a hundred thousand times
more. We have been suffering from
this monopolist press before not only
your party, but even before some of
you Members were born. If anyone
knows what misrepresentation, lying
and suffering at the hands of a
corrupt press means, we of the
United Left Front are the best wit-
nesses of that fact. They have
buried us every morning, re-buried
us the next morning and found us
like Antaeus of old risen in new
strength the following morning.
Therefore, they added lie upon lie
and piled them like a pillion upon
us ; and yet, carrying the burden of
their falsehood upon our shoulders
we have not only survived despite
all falsehood of the Government, we
have also grown in strength.

Why, if you are honest and if you
claim impartiality, do not these terms
of reference speak of how to protect
us from you, how to protect us from
the liars, the newspapers ? That lie
you also like ; that lie you also sup-
port ; what you want is what every

BewlBm @535 SeRDC®

2228

2oy olruen cxnwn@

Government wants, that the news-
papers shall lie on the Government’s
behalf and never against the
Government.

We want a mnewspaper system
which is reasonably guaranteed
against systematic lying. That is
our position. And we say this com-
mission will not give it. This com-
mission if it honestly implements its
terms of reference, will have to be
the instrument of recommendation to
you of how you shall convert the
press of this country into a press-
check by the S.L.F.P. Government.
Apparently the “ Sinhale” is not an
adequate mistress to satisfy your
needs. That is why you want to hold
us. How can we trust you to stop
lying in the press when you.are the
principal weekly purveyor of .
“ Sinhale ” lies ?

These are matters that pertain to
this question. This commission is
aimed at trying to get material and
a respectable cover for the Govern-
ment to make the press of this coun-
try a mere vehicle of its own pro-
paganda. We shall fight that and we
must fight that.

I want to say before I sit down
that it is not as if what we want can-
not be achieved by appropriate legis-
lation. Before I come to that I want
to say one other thing I know. In
the last three vears the appropriate
Minister who had been entrusted
with the task, namely, the predeces-
sor of the present Minister of Jus-
tice, a gentleman in respect of whose
days I have a resolution in this
House, which I am afraid the Govern-
ment will see to it will never be dis-
cussed, had presented three, to my
knowledge, successive separate drafts
for a Press Bill, not for a commis-
sion, but for legislation, to the
Government party. Let nobody on
the Government party say no, for I
howa ceen each of the drafts. And
all I noted about the drafts was this.
The first draft had the first part re-
ferring to the question of a take-
over or a break-up of the monopoly
of the press. What the Government
there proposed in that draft was that
the Government should become the
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monopolist of the press. But
curiously enough, there was a second
part and a third part where, under
cover of appointing a press commis-
sion, powers were taken to Govern-
ment to convert the press into its
own vehicle of propaganda. Let it
be said to the credit of a considerable
group of back-benchers in the
Government party that each of these
drafts was rejected by reason of their
opposition. There are some in your
ranks who have a future for that
reason. There were three successive
drafts, each of which was worse than
the other, and by the time the third
draft came—I saw it and I know it
—the question of monopoly had dis-
appeared from the draft. In between,
to my knowledge, I say, backdoor
negotiations were going forward
between certain personalities on the
Government side

e
(Qaerrear oymes s sant gg@su:f‘)
(An hon. Memmker)

Shame ! Shame !

@D 8w emE 3D @& ¢ B
(Qrsr Qasrovaiar Q. 19 fﬁa')aur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

and these very monopolist
newspapers, for a marriage of con-
venience. That may be why they
chese the word “liaison ” for use in
the terms of reference.

a& Oy RBIlewny

(Qsor ey 91 & H6uT RG]
(An hon. Member)

What about the dinner ?

»Ho:Te can@dn & ¢ B
(Ornrsi_r GQareveller YT 13 Pveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de_Silva)

We know about the dinners and the
coffee breaks and everything. So,
Sir, here, now, through the commis-
sion they seek to outflank their own
critics inside their own ranks. What
we require is, what is manifestly
required is, the breaking up of these
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monopolies—there are two big mono-
polies, and a third monopoly is grow-
ing under the patronage of your own
Government. We are not people to
be persuaded that Messrs M. D. Guna-
sena and Co. are democrats by
accident even. We do not believe
that because the *“ Davasa” suffi-
ciently supports the Government that
it ceases to be itself a budding mono-
polist concern. We have already
noticed how the arrangements
between the “Times” and the Asso-
ciated Newspapers for common policy
in certain matters have begun to
bring the “Davasa” group also in.
Monopoly breeds monopoly. Mono-
poly has many means of sustaining
itself,

The only way of ensuring some
reasonable freedom of the press in
this country—there is no such free-
dom as absolute freedom ; that is one
of the dreams of the idealist philoso.-
phers—is by appropriate legislative
and other arrangements, by an appro-
priate legislational framework of the
conditions that would enable the
press not to be monopolistic and thus
to create the opportunity for true
competition in the presentation of
news. That is not all. We want
further to ensure that the power of
public opinion, the needs of the
common people, are reflected in the
press by ensuring that they come in
an appropriate way as proprietors of
newspapers. ‘These are two princi-
ples we of the Lanka Sama Samajist
Party enshrined in concrete proposals,
which we placed before this very
Government for consideration, and
which we have circulated and
published.

We say the first thing is to distri-
bute the ownership, break it up, but
not by widening the share bazis of
monopolists. Only nitwits who do
not understand how the modern com-
pany system works can fail for the
kind of false propaganda coruing
particularly from the United States,
that by broadening the base of share
ownership, you will some way or
other democratize capitalism. 1 ¢o
not intend to give this Howuse a
lecture on that. It is not appropriate.

T b e R ——————————

R T A | e T T T T A
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But it has been admitted by those
who are competent researchers in
that field that the wider the base of
your share ownership the narrower
the actual control of the company.

So, we have to ensure the break-up.
Why should the same monopolist
organization have a different organ
of expression. I give two examples.
Why cannot we take away the mono-

ly of the Associated Group of
%Oewspapers, the “Lanka Dipa?,
the “ Times of Ceylon ”, and s>parate
them from that monopoly group and
give them to other ownership; and
in order to ensure that the other
ownership does not go the monopolist
way and in order to ensure that the
other ownership control reflects the
trend of mass opinion and the deve-
lopment of mass control, why not
hand them over to people’s organi-
zations such as the co-operatives,
trade unions and the like ? These are
simple proposals. Start with these
two papers ; start with them. If you
cannot hand them over direct to the
proper organizations, I do not mind
your handing them over to the
S. L. F. P. trade unions—let them
misuse the paper—to take it out of
this monopoly.

I was confronted once when I dis-
cussed that proposal at certain
governmental quarters with this
fashionable phrase “Is not the trade
union movement divided ?”, and I
asked, “Is it not that our whole poli-
tical system is based on division ; is
it not that the Government itself is
divided ?” That is not the question ;
we can show what democracy means
by getting, for instance, the trade
union movement to be the owner of
a newspaper; you can provide by
taking over the newspapers and
handing them over in the following
way : that any trade union is entitled
to get a certain number of shares at
a certain price, no trade union to be
entitled to anything more than a
certain number of shares and the
board that runs it to be elected in
terms of ownership of the shares by
the various trade unions with cartain
limitations. And you will have a far
more democratic management that
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reflects public opinion which is
not interested in manufacturing lies
than you have today. That is the
type we can have. :

Take the trade union movement. I
choose the trade unions as an example
because I am familiar with the trade
union movement. Why cannot you
bring legislation for that? We gave
you an actual and concrete proposal
and nobody has shown us that it is
not workable. That is a fact. I
mention this for this reason, not for
party advantage, because sometimes
there are heard hali-muted voices of
criticism which say that there are no
concrete and constructive proposals
which do not themselves create a
monopoly. That is false ; here are the
proposals and it is in the light of
these considerations and these criti-
cisms that we have added our
amendment to the original motion.

I very seriously submit to this
honourable House that through the
method adopted by the Goverament,
far from travelling towards a
free press in a free country, we shall,
on the one hand, be postponing
action regarding an urgent problem
and, or the other hand, we shall be
seekin® material to enable the
Government to follow not merely an
incorrect but an utterly dangerous
policy.

For these reasons, we invite this
honourable Houce, including hon.
Members of the Government, to vote
for this resolution and thus oven the
road te a freer, non-monopolist press
in Ceylon.

Thank you.

g. e, 5.18

©00e1Dides NN BY

(Or&L i praprser)

(Dr. Naganattan)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, may I con-
gratulate the last speaker.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Justice is running
away.

8)®u8w .

(8. & rw@Eu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)
I will come back.
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(OuréLi praprser)

(Dr. Naganathsr.)

I must congratulate the last
speaker cn one of the best speeches
he has made on the Floor of this
House, because today he did not use
a single cliché or slogan but based
his speech on logic and arjument
only.

The first question we must ask is,
what should be the qualification of
‘a commissioner who sits on a
commission of the nature and impor-
tance of a press commission ?

There have been two or three
press ccmmissions in England. An
examination of the qualifications of
the personnel of those commissions
would be a study on how commis-
sioners are to be selected and would
show how seriously the authorities
took the matter of the appointment
of personnel to press commissions.
Men of great learning and integrity,
men respected by the people in all
lspheres of life, were appointed to
those commissions.

In India too they had a press
commission not too long ago. The
commissioners were a select group of
men—public men of eminence and
integrity, professors and scientists,
and foremost men in international
politics and journalism.

SlI8 &Sidess ca.

(8. Cords sregusen)
(Mr. Roy Rajapakse)
Any doctors ?

ceemnda NSy

(QuréL i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

The personnel appointed to the
press commissions in England and in
India show that the Government of
England and the Government of India
were serious about the press commis-
sions they appointed. They knew and
appreciated the important role played
by the press in the public life of a
democratic country.

What has this Government done ?
One can see the regard or the dis-
regard the Government has for this
important matter by the absence of
Ministers in this wvery important
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debate. How many Ministers are
present ? How many Junior Ministers
are present ? How many of them are
here te make their contribution to
this debate or at least to lis'en to
what we have got to say on this
matter ? The Government is only
interested in strengthening its posi-
tion by acquiring a control of the
press; the Government is not
interested in a free press for the pur-
pose of buildin? up a great nation.
The Gcvernment is not interested in
freedon: of the press ; it is interested
in getting for itself more power and
destroying democracy. That is why
there is ro one here now in the first
or the second row of benches on the
Government side.

The first question is the qualifica-
tion of the commissioners. The hon.
Member for Mawanella (Mr. P. R.
Ratnayake) asked whether the three
persons who have been appointed to
the commission cannot carry out the
job  enrusted to them. Any
three asses can do anything. But
the point is whether the members
of the commission are com-
petent. Are they the best persons we
can think of ? That is the question,
not “Can they carry it out” ? Any
person can carry it out. We had the
National Education Commission and
SO many other commissions. Any
Tom, Dick or Harry who can bootlick
the Government or a Minister of the
Government can find a place there,
For instance, there is T. U. de Silva,
who was on the National Education
Commission. I knew him as a little
boy. What was he ? He was a car-
pentry instructor at the Training
College. I know his capacity, I know
his knowledge. As a little boy I used
to laush at the old fellow. He mur-
dered the Queen with every sentence
that he spoke although he now writes
very learned articles by some ghost
writers under his name. He knows
nothing, He has very little knowledge
of life, of any country, of any science
or any philosophy. He was a carpen-
try inctructor and nothing more,
That is the type of person this
Government chooses because he will
say what they want. They get peopla
of that calibre, or rather, lack of
calibre,
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The Government has never thought
of appuinting people of some reason-
able stature, people of unquestionable
character and people with knowledge.
It doe: not matter whether they
belon~ to the U. N. P. or the Leftist
parties or whether they are Tamils
or Muslims. What the Government
must cons.der is, are they patriots,
are they people who love the coun-
try, have they any devotion, any
idealicim, any knowledge ?

Therefore, on the question of
personr.el, I should like to state that I
am disappointed.

8908w .

(8. aﬂéﬁym@rﬂw)

(Mr. Wickramesuriya)

Are you in favour of the appoint-
ment of the commission ?

ceDemDibw ONDLY

(Or&Li praprser)

(Dr. Naganatihan)

I am in favour of getting a good
doctor to treat a case, not a quack to
kill hitn. What I am telling you is—
my Friend was not here—when you
study and see the type of people who
were appointed by the Governments
of India and Great Britain to their
press commissions, when you study
their names, their qualifications, the'r
status, their stature and knowledge
'and compare them with the puny
people you have appointed as being
competent to formulate the future
press policy of this country, one sees
what little care you have, what little
ideals vou have and what love of the
couutry you have.

Much has been spoken of—I do not
know who the gentleman is—Mr. K.
D. de Silva. He is a very good chair-
man I am told. When he found that
the terms of reference referred to
Mrs Theia Gunawardhana’s paper,
“ Trine ”, he went straightway to the
Governor-General and said that they
must be altered ; either Theja must
go or the terms of reference should
be altered and the ¢ Trine” should
be excluded! *“What a great man”,
say his admirers, but did he not <ee
in the terms of that ref>rence with
the sting in the tail'9'that’ “this
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Government had no other purpose
but to create an organ for its own
vested interests by utilizing all the
presses and journals in the country ?

The hon. Member for Mawanella
(Alr. P.OR. Ratnayake) said that if
the report of the Press Commission is
against freedom of the people, “ We
will oppose it”, but what about the
terms of references of this commis-
sion ? Is it to foster the freedom of
the press or still further muzzle the
freedom of the press ? The terms of
reference were enumerated by the
previons speaker. He gave the four
terms of reference (j), (k), (1) and
(o) and everyone of them is meant
to <till further muzzle the freedom
of the press and make the press a
stooge and creature of the Govern-
ment in power.

Are these terms of reference
intended to break the mono-
poly of the press or are you trying
to create a super, monolithic mono-
poly for the Government ? Surely,
the chairman of this commission
besides noticing the case of Mrs.
Theja Gunawardhana could have
noticed the terms of reference and
said that he could not serve on a
commission with these terms of
reference ? Since he has consented
to serve on this commission with
these terms of reference I do not
think that he can be so very honest
or so very great or independent as
stated by the hon. Member for
Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia (Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva). Would any man,
not to sveak of a judge, or any
individual with independent views
ever consent to serve on such a com-
mission with these terms of
reference ?

Take the case of any one of those
gentlemen mentioned by the hon.
Member for Galle (Mr. W. Daha-
nayake) as having been mem-
bers of the British Press Com-
mission or the Indian Press Commis-
sion. Would they not have said that
it was undignified and an insult to
them to be asked to serve on a com-
mission with these terms of refer-
ence ? Some anpallin® remarks
made by Mr. K. D. de Silva are on
record” in the Navy Commission
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report. For instance, he has stated
that the rules of natural justice
cannot be observed by a commission
of inquiry.

The rules of natura! justice apply
to us in all walks of life. It applies
to us here in this House, in the
canteen and on the rcad. The con-
cept of natural justice is fundamental
to our law. A gentleman who says
that the rules of natural justice need
not be followed by commissions of
inquiry would be the only type of
person who will accept the chairman-
ship of this type of commission with
these terms of reference. I ask vou:
would any person of character, inde-
pendence or understanding have
enunciated such a principle—that
natural justice need not be considered
by a commission of inquiry ?

)0 Sw Dan.

(8cm. ofla@riniflu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Is it your position that no one in
Ceylon should sit on this commission ?

ee2emDi&es NN NBY
(OLr&L i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Nobody in Ceylon of any character,
indevendenrce, knowledge and under-
standing will sit on a commission
having these terms of reference. My
hon. Friend cannot eomprehend this
straightforward and logical argument.

@éI8 Sifeurs ®can.
((@rj Crris rregugen)
(Mr. Roy Rajavpakse)

You know only to perform illegal
operations.

ce2emNcn HOBHHBY
(OLr& i prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I onlv nerformed one illroal onera-
tion. That was on my Friend the
hon. Member for Hakmana (Mr. Rovy
Raiana'se). I castrated him against
his wishes.
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The hon. Member for Mawanella
has been the only spckesman of the
Government. By that fact you can
gauge the importance that the Gov-
ernment attaches to this very
important Debate. He referred to a
speech made by Mr. Bandaranaike at
Kalmunai which was misreported in
the press. We all know that many
politicians deny reports of their
speeches when theyv appear in the
press. That is a well-known Cevlon
tactic. It is a well-known propensity
of certain Government Members and
Ceylon politicians to say one thing
today and deny it tomorrow when
they find it not very suitable for
them, because, sometimes a man savs
something in Kalmunai which he
does not want the people at Anura-
dhapura to know, or he micht say
something in Jaffna which he does
not want the peorle at Kandy to
know. Unfortunately, it is so. But
we in our party are nct afraid to tell
the truth and alwavs the truth. any-
where and everywhere if necessary.

We in our party, more than any-
body else, can claim to have had the
most unfavourable press that any
party in Ceylon has had. It is stated,
and very correctly too, that the Lake
House, the Times Groun and other
monopolist papers put forward the
point of view of vested interests, that
they had become the organs of the
vested interests. Today, the biogest
vested interest which all are afraid
of is Buddha and Simhala! There-
fore, these monopolist presses had
taken it upon themselves in a con-
joined and conspiratorial manner to
try and say nothing of what we say
and try to suppress us or to comvress
what we say o0 as to make the peonle
not understand what we say, either
by compression or by suppression or
by distortion. We have been having
the worst press in this country, so
that we have legitimat-ly a tremen-
dous amount of complaints again=t the
mononrolist press. For instance, in thig
very House I know the “ Daily News ”
lobhv corresnondent will not gav g
word of what T say, or, if he says
anything he will say somathino daro.
gatory and against me. That is well
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known. We do not complain. But,
what I want to say is this: that the
press, the present monopolist press,
has been working very unfairly
against us, has been creating a kind
of vacuum of what we want the
people to know and stating the most
untrue and unpleasant things that
they want the people to know about
us, which is not correct either.

We say the remedy for this disease
‘is not what the Government proposes.
Their remedy is much worse than the
disease. We want a free press. And
‘I know today, that to start a daily
- paper would want a tremendous
amount of capital. It will not be possi-
ble, for instance, for a trade union
to run a press, because, I do not think
they will be able to get all the capital
that they want, because, any one who
has had experience of running a
newspaper will know, the life of the
press depends on the advertisements
that it gets.

I know this, because my beloved
chief is the boss of our little party
paper, the “Sutantiran”. Sometimaz
back it was a daily paper. In fact,
there was such a tremendous de-
mand from the people for our paper
that in a few months’ time we were
beating out the daily circulation of
“Thinakaran” and “ Veerakesari”.
We had topped a circulation of
30,000 when “Veerakesari” was
about 20,000 and “ Thinakaran” was
about 15,000. But we lost heavily.
Why ?  We were not getting enough
advertisements. At that time Sir
John was the Prime Minister. He
was a strong man and he threatened
the various advertisers. I am tell-
ing you the honest fact. And, tak-
ing a line from Sir John the
canvassers for advertisements for the
other newspapers also went and
threaterned our advertisers by say-
ing, “I say, you are giving advertise-
ments to ‘Sudandaram’. You see
what Sir John is going to do to you.
He will stop you permits, he will
cancel your licences and recall your
quotas.” The result was that even
with greater circulation,Pthegreater
was our loss. That was our position.
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We have in this country fought
against very heavy odds and I say
that there must be some system by
which a fair chance is given, nof
merely to see that monopolist presse;
are not allowed to flourish but to see
that the other presses are not sup-
pressed by every possible means fair,
foul and still fouler. That is the posi-
tion and I do say that it is not possible
for a co-operative concern or a trade
union to run a paper successfully,
because, if one knows the working

of a newspaper, it is like a
little empire which has to be
controlled from  various direc-

tions, on the business side, on the
advertisements side, on the news side,
on the reporting side, on the research
side, and so on. So many things con-
tribute to make a newspaper, and
amateurs cannot do it. It has to be
done by specialists who have the
funds to do it or who can get other
specialists to do it.

I can suggest a simpler way in
which the press can be made to serve
the needs of the people. I told you
our experience with the “ Sutanti-
ran” : the people wanted the paper,
but we were unable to supply it
because we became more and more
bankrupt every month the more we
printed it. So I say that the “ Daily
News ” or the “ Times of Ceylon” or
the “Dawasa ” or the “ Lankadeepa ”
should by law be made to give full
and fair publicity at least once
a week in some  specially
reserved part of the paper, whether
it be in one column or two or more
or even in a whole page, to the vari-
ous parties in proportion to their re-
presentation in Parliament, so that
their propaganda and statements may
appear side by side without any
blacking out or misrepresentation.

Recently in the north we organized
a procession on foot from house to
house, village to village, informing
the people of the great difficulties
that face the Tamil people, the terri-
ble dangers that are imminent and
the ways by which we may be able to
save ourselves by our ownself help.

Now this campaign has done a lot
of good work in our areas, but some-
howgyaby common consent, all the
newspapers blacked out all news
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about it and not a single speech was
reported. The other day, however,

there was a big headline in
one of the papers which said
“ Federalists heckled ”, without a

word about the big crowds that
attended our meetings. This paper
was only interested in the heckling,
The truth is that one man asked a
question at one of the meetings. We
had earlier gone to a famous temple
and opened its doors to the so-called
depressed classes ; then the so-called
depressed classes and the higher
classes had a meal together and held
a meeting in the evening; as the
meeting progressed, one man from
the crowd asked the question : “ Will
Mr. Chelvanayakam’s son marry the
daughter of a pariah woman ?” He
was told that marriage being an in-
dividual matter, if two persons want-
ed to marry and were keen on it,
nobody in the world could stop it.

390l Do,
(8. s rw@fu)
(Mr. Wickrzan.asuriya)

Can he say why his daughter
studied Sinhala and passed an
examination ?

©0TemN& INABNHBY
(Qur&Lr pragrger)
(Dr. MNzganathan)

My Friend is trying to avoid the
issue by drawing a red herring across
the track. I am prepared to answer
the question ; I have done it before.
I will not take time to answer it now
because we have to keep to a time
schedule.

I was saying that the only news
of our campaign given in the press
was a stupid question asked by a man
who attended the meeting and who
later ran away, and I was suggest-
ing a way in which you can by legis-
lation ensure that information is
fairly and truly given to the people
of the country.

In the March 1960 election
campaign, under the Caretaker Prime
Minister, the hon. Member for Galle,
we had fair reporting by the press.
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Although he is a very irresponsible

free lance parliamentarian today.
I

cay without fear of contradic-
tion that he was one of the best
Prime Ministers Ceylon ever had,
and under him we had the fairest
election. This Gentleman gave time
over Radio Ceylon to every party of
any consequence to broadcast about
three or four talks of 15 minutes
duration before the elections. But
when our Friends of the U. N. P.
came in for a stay of three months
and formed a temporary Government
they refused to give time over Radio
Ceylon. And my Friends the
S. L. F. P. are still worse because the
Radio is being used by them as a
vehicle for the conveyance of only
the Government’s point of wview
and of Government news of
what is happening in Parliament.
What we speak will not be reported
or, if reported, it will perhaps be
condensed to be of no consequence.
What is spoken by the hon. Member
for Mawanella (Mr. P. R. Ratna-
yake) or the hon. Member for Hak-
mana (Mr. Roy Rajapakse) will be
put over the radio with a big noise.

What I wish to say is this.
We do not like the personnel of the
commission. I do not want to speak
about Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana as
her appointment has been sufficiently
discussed in this House. I do not
know how any Government can
appoint a commission with a person
like Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana on it.
With regard to Mr. S. W. Walpita—
I do not know this gentleman—he is
an unknown person or very little
known. I understand he is a lawyer.
The stature of the members of your
commission should be such that
people would understand and respect
them for their stature, knowledge
and service for the commonwealth.

3PS dcan.
(5. olla@r@u)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

You do not even respect Mr. K. D.
de Silva—[Interruption.]
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ceemnie ENDBENDBY

(Qr_raLim BT & BT ST )

(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. K. D. de Silva has said from his
own mouth in giving a judgment that
natural justice does not apply in the
case of a commission. A person who
is of that view is not fit to serve on
any commission. He is the person who
ran to the Governor-General’s Office
because he wanted to eliminate the
« Trine” from the purview of the
commission as Mrs. Theia Guna-
wardhana was on the commission. I
do not know him. He may be a very
admirable gentleman, but such a per-
son should not undertake to be the
chairman or a member of the com-
mission with these terms of reference.
If he was particular about the little
mote in the eye with regard to the
“ Trine” what about the great beam
in the terms of reference (j), (k),
(), (m), (n) and (o) ?

When the Government wants 1o
control the press, to muzzle it and
to use it purely as a subservient crea-
ture and as a stooge of the Govern-
ment, all the party newspapers and
the various other publications will
be prohibited from criticizing the
Government. They will be accused
of obstructing the policy of the
Government. They cannot criticize
the Government. Every criticism will
be considered obstruction of the
policv  of the Government and
penalized.

Any gentleman, be he a judge of
the Supreme Court or any other
court, if he is prepared to serve as a
member on such a commission as is
contemplated or be the chairman of
such a commission, I say that I have
no personal regard for him. I do
not know Mr. K. D. de Silva. I only
go on your terms of reference and
on the fact that this gentleman did
take obiection to the inclusion of
“Trine ” in this inquiry.  But that
is a verv minor point compared with
the malisnant nature of the terms of
reference.

I have nothing more to say because
nothin= has been said on behalf of the
Government. I do not want to revneat
what others have said. I,swould only
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say this. If there is a stooge press,
if there is a suppressed press,
there is no freedom and no
democracy. There will be no use of
the parliamentary process because
it will be an absolute mockery. Free-
dom of the press should not be des-
troyed. Even the present press is not
free. It is very unfair, and we are
the people who are bearing the worst
brunt of it. But the remedy proposed
by you is far worse than the disease
and we will resist it to the very end.

&. on. D.4T

. 98. 8. &HElmy » . (DEOR)

(8m. Cas. orib. 7. rrogrser—COaudd
oenL_)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna—Welimada)
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Y el LR B (2E»?)

(5m. Quren@ @ ouelsri—~7aelstn)

(Mr. Montague Jayewickreme—Weli-
gama)

Before I make a brief contribution
this afternoon, I should like to read
an extract from the Royal Comis-
sion on the Press, 1947-1949, of the
United Kingdom. This is what it
says :

“The Press is not purely an ag ncy for
the political education of the public,

much though democratic society may
need such an agency. On the other hand,
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it cannot be concidered purely as an in-
dustry : th: ines.apable fact that it is
the main source of information, discus-
sion and advocacy . ...”

Now the reason why I read out
from the report is to show that there
have bezen press commissions both in
Britain and in India and certain
standards were applied, and the
commissioners were told specifically
the importance of probing the press
under certain principles laid down
by the Government. We, as a demo-
cratic country, know that the press
is important as a source of informa-
tion. It is important from the
aspect of criticism of all actions both
of the Government and of the Opposi-
tion, and maybe of certain other
quarters. It is interesting to find
out how many sat on this press com-
mission. This press commission re-
port has an elaborate list of fifteen
commissioners all drawn from
various aspects that can deal with a
press commission of this nature.

The criticism that I am making
about the commission is that it is not
sufficiently broad-based. The com-
mission appointed by Government is
restricted to three. It does not form
a commission that will satisfy the
public of this country. When you
appoint a commission you must win
public confidence, and the public
must be able to accept the report
with confidence. And when there is
strong criticism against certain com-
missioners I think the Government
should take cognizance of such
criticism. If the Government rides
rough-shod on the views expressed
in this House by Members of Parlia-
ment—and we speak for the people
of this country—then, Sir, I do not
think the report that this press com-
mission would finally submit would
- have the backing and the support of
this country.

Now, the main criticism has been
about one commissioner. By and
large, the most virulent criticism
against the commission has been
particularly against one commis-
sioner and that commissioner is no
other than Mrs. Theja Gunawar-
dhana. Everybody on this side of
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the House, my good Friend the hon.
Member for Avissawella (Mr. D. P. R.
Gunawardena), and 1 believe the
Members of the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party, the Federal Party and most
members of the Opposition feel that
this particular commissioner is not
going to submit an impartial view
in the final deliberations. It 1is
also interesting to ask the Gov-
ernment why it changed the
period that the commission was
going to inquire into. The hon.
Member for Welimada, made a rather
strong statement about Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana. He had no objec-
tions to Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana
being on this commission, nor had
he any objection to Mr. Walpita
being on this commission. I can
particularly mention to this honour-
able House why Mrs. Theja Guna-
wardhana should not be on this com-
mission, and it is very pertinent at
this stage to ask the Government this
question, and I hope the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice will give a forthright reply to
this one point.

The original commission was to
inquire into the national press and
all weekly political newspapers from
1956. Why is it that the terms of
reference of this commission which is
going to probe into the national
press from 1956 and the weeklies,
political weeklies from 1957, have
been amended ? Now, there must
bz some reason why this Government
thought it fit and proper to omit the
political weeklies of the year 1956—
[Interruption]. Please probe into the
“Siyarata”. Why did you omit the
political weeklies of 1956 ? Is it
because of Mrs. Theja Gunawar-
dhana, the editress of the ‘Trine’
Magazine ? Is it the reason? You
felt by appointing as a commissioner
the editress of the ‘ Trine’ Magazine,
she was going to be in an extremely
weak position, and therefore vou
withdrew the year 1956. No, Sir, I
think the country will not accept that
position at all to exclude the political
weeklies of 1956, which were origin-
ally included. I thought it was the
late Mr. A. B. Perera who brought
Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana in, but I
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am glad that Mr. A. B. Perera, who
was the Minister of Justice,
was not a party to this. But,
there must be someone who is a party
to this. Surely, Sir, this Parliament
has the right on matters of this
importance to make its position felt
in the country, and as such the hon.
Leader of the Opposition a few days
ago addressed a gigantic meeting of
the people of this country, who came
by the thousands for one purpose
only, and that was really to defend
the freedom of the press.

Now, Sir, we know what the world
press is doing in certain democratic
countries, for instance, England.
Despite all the criticism by the
national press of the Conservative
Government which was in power, in-
cluding the conservative * Daily
Express” and certain other national
papers, despite virulent attacks on
Mr. Macmillan, did the British
Government penalize the national
press ? What did Mr. Macmillan
say ? I remember, Sir, reading what
Mr. Macmillan said when virulent
criticism against his Government
was going on during the Pro-
fumo incident. He said that the
Government will not fall because of
two tongues. That was the view of
a democratic Prime Minister. It was
quite possible for Mr. Macmillan to
have penalized the national press of
Britain because, in fact, to a good ex-
tent Mr. Macmillan’s retirement
was due to the tremendous criticism
by his own newspapers.

Let us turn to the world press;
you get a democratic press in Britain,
you get a democratic press in the
United States, in Australia, in New
Zealand, in Ceylon up to now, and
in India. I was listening to the hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva), when
he attacked the monopoly of the
Ceylon press and so forth but he did
not mention the national press in the
Iron Curtain countries, where the
national press is dominated by
totalitarian dictatorship. He also
forgot the fact that the Deputy Prime
Minister of Yugoslavia, Djilas, was
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imprisoned because he wrote a book
on the new era. It was convenient
for him to forget that in totalitarian
states the monopoly is entirely with
the dictator. Ours is a democratic
country and the hon. Members who
sit in front of us are wedded to
democratic ideals.

g. . 6.20

mlmesen B30wISs wnBB
(Bpssaflar 975 gs@rraer)
(The Deputy-Crairman of Committees)

Order, please! Mr. Speaker will
now take the Chair.

Becdss
Bewsy,

g&d mémetn
Qimmewsy g
Eewsnérid .

BB ®s
DS B0 E

@ Sw.

(8w sguellério)

(Mr. Jayewickreme)

Mr. Speaker, I was just saying that
this country by and large has stood
for democracy. We accept that the
Government is a democratic Govern-
ment. We feel that this Government
has a right, conferred on it by the
people of this country, to safeguard
democracy and not to toe the
totalitarian line.

. We have had for two years a taste
of totalitarianism—the muzzling of
the press. I am referring to the
Emergency. For two years the people
of this country could not read all the
news ; for two years the Government
curbed the freedom of the press ; and
we will resent any action on the
part of any government whatsoever
to curb or stop the right of the people
of this country to know what is
happening in the couniry; we will
resent any attempt to curb or stifle
the right of any political party to
publish its weekly paper.

I am very disappointed in Mr. K. D.
de Silva for having agreed to sit on
the commission with a person like
Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana.

IS e,
(&cm. o) &5 r 1ol
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

On the last occasion you said he
was too old.
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BB .

(8. gudlér)

(Mr. Jayewickreme)

I yet say it, but I am now particu-
larly saying that I am disappointed
that Mr. K D. de Silva should have
consented to sit as chairman of a
commission on which there is a
member whose appointment is
opposed by all the Opposition parties,
I am frankly disappointed because he
is himself aware that she will not be
able to deliver the goods fairly and
squarely., That is my view, and

am sure that that is also the
view held by a large majority of
people in this country. I am sure that
no one would like to be associated
with any person whose name has
been mentioned in public debate in
this way, and allegations of partisan-
ship have been made against a parti-
cular commissioner. I do not think
any judge, particularly an ex-judge
of the Supreme Court, should permit
himself to be associated with a person
like Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana. The
hon. Parliamentary Secretary can
nod his head till doomsday, but I have
a little more to say.

DS BNGD)O)
(Furprust)
(Mr. Speaker)
- We are running out of time. Try to
be short.

S0 .

(8. sqwellémin)

(Mr. Jayewirkreme)

We have also had a taste of totali-
tarianism over Radio Ceylon. We
know how Radio Ceylon has time and
again distorted the speeches of Mem-
bers of Parliament on this side and
how it has put across Government
propaganda. We are totally opposed
to that type of attitude and we cer-
tainly resent the press being made the
tool of a Government that is getting
daily unpopular, as every hon.
Member knows.

In deference to your wishes and
because there are many other
speakers, I would only like to state
once more that this the most impor-
tant commission that has been appoin-
ed by this Government and it is

6
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important for this Government to get:
the confidence of the people of this
country. Otherwise, there is a
catastrophe ahead of them.

g on. 6.25

39)®iSw Dcn.
(8. Hé@rineEsfu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I am grateful to this House for the
standard of the Debate and I must say
that almost all hon. Members who
have spoken have been quite relevant
except my good Friend and kinsman,
the last speaker, the hon. Member for
Weligama.

When I came to the House for
this Debate I expected emotional and
passionate speeches to be made, the
type of speech broadcast at Hyde
Park the other day, where not only
colourful phrases had been used that
the lamps of freedom were being
dimmed but where even the Leader
of the Opposition had threatened to
lay down his life for the people of this
country. Emotional statements were
made. I am grateful that in this
House all hon. Members except my
good Friend have been confining
themselves to the subject, namely, to
the terms of reference and to the com-
position of the commission, including
the hon. Member for Mawanella (Mr.
P. R. Ratnayake).

Now, let us take the present law
which relates to the press in this
country. Somewhere in 1840, more
than a century ago, an ordinance was
promulgated by the then British Gov-
ernment called the Newspapers
Registration Ordinance; and I may
say that barring the general law of
the country, that is the only enact-
ment, even after a century or over a
century, that stands on the statute
book of our country. What does this
Registration of Newspapers Ordi-
nance say ? It only deals with the
registration aspect. It says that two
certified copies of a newspaper must
be submitted to a certain place, that
the name of the editor and manager
and so forth must be furnished, and
all actions against a newspaper have
to be filed within the jurisdiction of a
court of which they have given the


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2269
edsF o wSmsen emPud

[89®58w @w.]
address, very often Colombo. If a man
from Jaffna has been brutally de-
famed, he must come to a Colombo
court, even though he may be a poor
man, to file an action. That is the
situation we are faced with today.
This is not a problem which only we
are faced with.

In 1947, in England— I take it to be
the land of democracy—a Royal Com-
mission was appointed with certain
terms of reference and I can point out
in a minute that there are very
similar terms in our terms of refer-
ence. Even in 1961 another Royal
Commission was appointed in Eng-
land to go into the workings of the
press, the monopolistic nature, and to
suggest remedies. As usual, even in
England, there was an outery in the
press, about the freedom of the press
being tampered with, of democracy
being in danger and of a dictatorship
being set up.

1 snall now read to you the terms
of reference of the British Commis-
sion of 1947 and I will ask the hon.
Leader of the Opposition to reply to
me whether there are not similar
terms in our terms of reference.

“ Whereas we have deemad it expedient
that a commission should forthwith
issue with fthe ohject of furthering the
free expression of opinion through the

press, and the greatest practicable
accuracy in the presentation of news, to
inquire into the conirol, management

and ownership of the newspapzr and
periodical press and news agenci’s in-
cluding the financial structure and the
monopolist tendencies in control . . . .”

There are several terms of refer-
ence. There are terms which deal
with the problem of the monopolist
nature of the press, the question of
the accurate presentation of news,
the financial aspect and so on.

o, @, SwDBR .

(8. Co. opi. spweurger)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Why did you go beyond that ?

Bewlidm @535 DB
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39w Y.

(B ds&rw@iu)

(My. Wickramasuriya)

I will come to that .

In 1961 there was another commis-

sion appointed and here are its terms
of reference :

“ Whereas we have deemed it expedient
that a comm‘ssion should forthwith
issue to examine the economic and
financial factors affecting the production
and sale of newspapers, magazin3s and
other periodicals in the United Kingdom
including—

(a) the manufacturing, printing, dis-
tribution and other costs ;

(b) efficiency of production;

(¢) advercising and other revenue
including any revenue derived
from interests in television ;

to consider whether these factors tend
to diminish diversity of ownership and
control or the number or variety of such
publications, having regard to thzir im-
portance, in the public interest, of the
accurate presentation of news and the
free expression of opinion.”

After that commission sat various
recommendations were made and one
of the recominendations of the com-
mission of 1961 was to have a press
council. I do not wish to deal at
length with the recommendations of
the commissicn.

It is not for me to pre-judge the
commission we have set up. It is not
for me in any way to say that such
and such are the recommendations
we expect.

After India attained independence
this same problem arose. The Indian
Government of Mr. Nehru was faced
with the same problem of making
provision for the free expression of
opinion and the problem of seeing
that the press which should safeguard
freedom did not become a monster
which would destroy freedom. I
will read the terms of reference of
the Indian Press Commission. I want
to make this quite clear: the free-
dom of the press is not the same
as the licence of the press.
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eoRemnde NOsNCsY
(QLrae i 5T & [5T 60T )
(Dr. Naganathan)

The freedom of the press means
also the freedom from Government
control.

38w e,
(ﬁ@ ﬁﬁé;&?ym@xﬁzu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

There are seven items in that
terms of reference of the Indian
Press Commission. We have taken
six of those items on to our terms of
reference almost verbatim. They are
as follows:

“The Press Commission shall inquire
into the state of the press in India, the
present and future lines of development
and shall in particular examine :

(1) the control, manag>ment, owner-
ship and financial structure of
newspapers, large and small, the
periodical press and news
agencics and feature syndicates ;

(2) the working of monopolies and
chains and their effect on the
presentation of accurate news
and fair views ;

(3) the ef’f’e,:r't of holding companies ;

We have got that almost verbatim.

CCImInTe masNesY
(Qr_mrae i [BIT & [5IT & 6T )
(Dr. Naganathan)

Very clever boy !

3908w Oc.
(8. ot &) 1o iflis )
Mr. Wickramasuriya)

“....the distribution of advertisement
and such other forms of external influ-
énce as may have a bearing on the
development of healthy journalism.

(4) the method of recruitment, train-
ing, scales of remuneration,
b°nefits and other conditions of
empioyment of working journa-
lists, cettlement of disputes
affecting them and factors which
Influence the establishment and
maintenance of high professional
standards ;

1963 @22 @28 6
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(5) the ad=>quacy of newsprint supplies
and their distribution among all
classes of newspapers and the
possibilities of promoting indi-
genous manufacture of (i) news-
print; and (ii) printing and
composing machinery ; ”

The next one is something over
which the hon. Member for Dehi-
wala-Mt. Lavinia and my good
Friend for Nallur made a fuss and it
is similar to ours:

“ (6) machinery for (a) ensuring high
standard of journalism ; and (b)
liaison between Governm=nt and
the Press; the functioning of
Press Adviscry Committees and

organizations of editors and
working journalists, etc.”

Now with regard to liaison between
the Government and the press, it
may be that we may have put it in
different language, but the idea is the
same, almost verbatim.

cePemendn maznesy
(Ouréii praeprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

No.

98 e,

(8. i@ rivflu)

(Mr. Wickrarnasuriya)

You did not know this till I told
you now.

CeDemenda shazNesy
(QuraéLi praesrser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Read it again.

3@ Do,
(B, Hb@rn@sflu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

“ (6) machinery for (a) ensuring high
standards of journalism ; and (b)
liaison between Government and
the Press; the functioning of
Press Advisory Committees and
organizations of editors and
working journalists, etc, ”

You read yours.

eV mNBw e Ny

(Oréi i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am reading it. I give a challenge,


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2263 Hewldn 0538 SeHDC® 2264

O o ©8mees ©mSnd

808w e

(8. da@rweilu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I will read the terms of our Press
Commission. (Interruption). I will
come to it. I have showed that
there are 8 terms of reference and
about 7 are more or less a reproduc-
tion of the Indian terms of reference.
I will read from (a) to (2). I am
going to read all the terms of refer-
ence as given in the second Gazette
notification.

This is what the terms of reference
say :

“ (q) the structure, ownership and con-
trol of undertakings publishing
n-wspapers and periodicals, of
news agencies and of features
syndicates with particular re-
gard to the degree of concentra-
tion of ownership and control
prevaiiing in the newspaper
busineass ;

{b) the externt to which the concen-
tration of such ownership and
control operates to the prejudice
of the frec expression of opinion
or the accurat> presentation of
news, rr is otherwise detrimen-
tal to the best interests of the
public ;

(c) the measures that should be
adopted to break up th2 mono-
poly of the Press and the
influence and control exercised
by ‘nternational monopolis con-
nected with the supply, distribu-
tion and control of news ;”

eeDemées NABNEBT
(QLr&L_; praprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

That is all right.

90wl Ve

(8. As@rwgiu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

“ (e) the extent to which the publica-
tion or dissemination of foreign
news in Ceylon is controlled or
restricted and th> measures that
should be adopted to secure the
adequate reception and dissemi-
nation of foreign news;”

1O erf ©8mues em®ud

ceDemDnBw BNNBNGST

(QLr&iL_it [Br&pr5er)

(Dr. Naganathen)

You must get more Chinese news.

890 dw Ocu.

(8. & @ rn@fiu)

(Mr. Wickran:asuriya)

“ (f) the extent to which preferential
treatment is given by news-
papers Oor newspaper syndicates
to pariicular news sources and
news agencies, and the measures
that should be adopted to secure
that news reports from all news
sourzes and news agencies (both
local and foreign) are utilized
without ciscrimination or partia-
lity so as to enable the public to
obtain a comprehensive and
objective understanding of both
national and international
affairs;”

eeDemNnBe TNOBNEST
(QraLr [5IT & [BIT 56T )
(Dr. Naganathan)

Very good.

8@ Bcn.
(8w ol & 7o)
(Mr. Wickran asuriya)

“ (g) (i) the measures that should be
adopted to szcure that news 1s
published without bias, distor-
tion or disregard of truth,

(ii) the relief that should be
afforded to any person who
has or body of persons who
have suffered by reason of
such bias, distortion or
disregard of truth, and

(iii) the punishment that should
be meted out to any
offender in respect of any
such publication ;

(h) the extent to which the existing
law should be amended—

(i) to enable any person or body
of persons in respect of
whom a defamatory, un-
true or inaccurate publica-
tion has been made in any
newspaper, to obtain relief
or adequate amends
expeditiously, without
being defeated or hindered
by technical or procedural
requirements, and

(ii) to mete out deterrent
punishment to such
offenders ;
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(1) the extent to which the Official
Secrets Act or any other written law
should be amended to prevsnt the un-
authorized publication in newspapers and
periodicals of information relating to
official matters of a secret or confidential
nature ;

(7) the measures that should b> adopt-
ed to prevent the publication in news-
papers and periodicals—

(i) of news reports, pictures, cartoons,
articles or stories (a) which
tend to incite disaff:ction among
the pecple against the Govern-
ment; or (b) which are cal-
culated to subvert the lawfully
constituted Government ;

(ii) of news 1eports, picturss, cartoons,
articles or stories which, by rea-
son of their obscenity or filthi-
ness, &are injurious to public
morality or harmful to the young;

(iii) of news renorts, pictures, cartoons,
articles or stories of an anti-
social or anti-national character ;

(iv) of news reports of suicides and
suicide-pacts.”

Thisi4is
Ceylon—

something - peculiar to

“(v) of advcrtisements which, though
ostensibly harmless, are in fact
calculated to further any illegal
or i:amoral objectives ; ”

Now I come to (k) and (I) which
are not to be found in the British or
Indian terms of reference.

DRAC o sNe® .
(8. L iofl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Scznanayake)
Nor anywhere in the world.

89)®8c s
(Bm. 58 @)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

There is no “ Times of Ceylon” or
“Virakesari” anywhere in the
world. Let me read:

“ (k) the extent to which and the
manner in which newspapers owned or
published by the Associated Newspapers
of Ceylon, Ltd. the Times of Cylon,
Ltd., or the Virakesari, Ltd., sought to
exercise undue influence on voters in the
exercise of their franchis> at the Parlia-
mentary Elections held in 1956 and 1960,
and the steps that should be taken to
prevent such conduct on the part of any
newspaper or newspapr group in the
future ;

1963 e2%2 828 6
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(1) the conduct of newspapers since
1st January 1957, in regard to any
attempts to obstruct the policies of the
Government, or the implem2ntation of its
programme of work and the steps that
should be taken to prevent a repetition
of such conduct in the future.”

Then (m) deals with methods of
recruitment, training, scales of pay
and so on of members of the staffs of
newspapers, and (n) deals with
supply and distribution of newsprint
to proprietors of newspapers and so
on. (o) is important, and I would
ask the hon. Member for Nallur to
listen to it :

“(0) The measures that should be
adopted and tne machinery required to
establish and maintain proper liaison
between the Guvernment and the Press
so as to ensure that the policies and
actions of the Government are adequately
and objectively presented to the public
without bias or distortion.”

Those are all the terms of reference.

As I said before, there have been
two commissions on the press in
England and one in India. About six
or seven of the terms of reference of
those commissions are similar to ours.
Our terms of reference differ only in
two or three vital matters. One, as
I pointed out when reading the
terms, relates to suicide pacts and
so on, and on that we are not at
issue. The point is that since 1840,
that is well over a century ago, no
legislation has been brought with
reference to the press in order to
bring it in line with concepts of
modern society.

So when we bring legislation or
think of appointing a commission to
inquire into the press like in India
it should not be a matter for surprise.
Of course, the newspapers would not
like any interference, even of a very
slight nature. If a poor man in
Matara or in Jaffna is insulted or
defamed or if a person is summoned
to appear in court, he must, accord-
ing to the law as it stands today,
come to the District Court of Colombo
to file action—
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RAE o NNGD .
(B Liiofl Crar@uds)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

You do not want a commission for
that. You must amend the law.

8998w Quw.

(8. &8 @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Where the hon. Member is con-

carned there are only one or two
controversial matters.

DA o NG .
(B. Lol Caar@)wss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
They are very material

89®usSw Dw.

(& ol & &) r oyl

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Are you against the terms of refer-
ence of this commission with respect
to the monopolistic nature of the
press ?

DRE ot NG S,
(B Lofl Crar@uées)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

8908w Ow.

(& m. o && T L@ )

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

You are against that too. [Inter-
ruption]. I will read that to you.
We gave our minds to this question
of the appointment of a press com-
mission in 1960, and in the Throne
Speech of that year there was a cer-
tain paragraph in reference to this
matter. I am afraid the hon. Member
for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia (Dr. Col-
vin R. de Silva) does not appear to
have read the Throne Speech com-
pletely.

e&. 8. SwiAB e

(8. Cog. oyi. euieui e)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

I have read it to you.

Bewnldn @535 ©e8DC®
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8)0udw .
(& ol & @ @i
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I know you read it and pointed
it out to me. I think the hon. Mem-
ber for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia said
that we never made mention of a
commission in the Throne Spesch.
This is what we said. I am reading
from Hansarp of 12th August, 1360,
column 56 :

« A Commission will be appointed to
inquire into the functioning of the Press
in connexion with the general elections,
held in March and July this year, and
the abuse of power or authority by the
Caretaker Governments and Government
officials during those elections.”

S0 we undertook to appoint a ccm-
mission. The next paragraph says
this :

« My Government will introduce legis-
lation to take cver the newspapers con-
trolled by the Associated Newspapers of
Ceylon, Limited and the Times of Ceylon,
Limited and to vest such newspapers in
statutory public corporations with un-
limited share capital in which individual
holdings wiil be restricted so as to en-
sure a broadbased ownership. This legis-
lation will ensure the democratic
character of newspapers in this country
and prevent aktuse by the formation of
unhealthy moncpolies.”

When this question was debated at
that time I know the United National
Party and their allies, the Federal
Party, made impassioned speeches
that democracy was in danger, that
they were against the take-over of
the press and the vesting of the
monopoly in a corporation. In other
words, they were against the break-
ing up of the monopoly of the
press.

0. d. LD O,
(B Co. oyi. suaui H6)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
No.

0w .

(8. s r@Eiu)
(Mr. Wickrarasuriya)

What did the hon. First Member
for Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jaye-
wardene) say on that occasion?
This is what he said.
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e, @d. $wddR» dw.
(8@ Co. . gueiser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
What is the column ?

3)®Se e,

{'_ﬁ‘)@ ﬁﬁ?éﬁfm@ﬁzuj

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

At that time he was against the
breaking up of the monopoly. He
wanted a commission then. He is
against it even today.

ed. @d. LD Sw.
(8@ C. i guaizar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

What date is that?
you, it is column 326.

I will help

30w .

(8. Gﬁ?&‘;@ﬂ'm@/ﬂw)
(Mr. Wickrarmasuriya)

You stated that you wanted a
commission.

ed. &d. L&A .

(8m. Cey. QY. QWi Fer)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Read my speech ; never mind what
we wanted.

S2)®w8w .

(8. A58 @)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

This is what you stated in the House
on the 24th of August 1960, column
328 of the Uncorrected HaNSARD.

“So what did the Labour Party do?
Th2y brought a Bill called the Mono-
polies Bill. Under that Bill, if it is
brought to cthe attention of a particular
Board created by the Bill that a mono-
poly exists. that Board has the right to
investigate that monopoly ang suggest
how that monropoly should be broken.
The investigation is report>d to the
House of Commons which takes action as
suggested by the Commission und-r the
Monopolies Bill, or suggests its own terms
as to how the monopoly should be
broken or how there should be a diffusion
of ownership.

We should be glad if you think that we
%gield a Bill on the lines of the Monopolies
l »

1963 ezn2 @& 6
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ed. gd. Bw2d» .
(5m. Cog. oyi. spwei ger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
We are supporting it.

3908w dcan.

(55. &8 rin@flu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)
I will come to that.
from where I left off

“ ——which was passed in the United
Kingdom and which has received most
enthusiastic support.”

To continue

ed. @d. LB .
(8@ Cop. 2. suaiigar)
(Mr. J. R. Javewardene)
Not only in the press but also in
the ownership of other monopolies ;
we are against monopolies.

S9)0ulw .
(B ofls@ rin@fu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Then, in the course of the Debate
on the Ministry of Justice Votes, this
is what the hon. First Member for
Colombo South said, column 1520 of
the Uncorrected HaNsArRD of the 3rd
September, 1963.

“1I do not know exactly what the inten-
tion of the Government is in having this
Press Commission, but it is obvious that
political pubili~ations will be under re-
view since 1956. We do not object to this
Commission of Inquiry but I would like
to place before this House certain facts
so that I may ¢btain certain information
from the Parlisraentary Secretary as to
why, in the light of what 1 state, a politi-
cal partisan in the sense of practically—
I would call her—a paid agent of the

Chinese = Government . . . . has been
appointed as a member of this
Commission. ”’

The point I want to make is that
in the course of the Budget Debate,
you stated that you had no objection
to the commission as such.

ed. @l. uddam Ow.
(8. Cog. yir. eueuri ser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Yes, we are not objecting to the
commission.
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80w .
(D Hs@rwEiu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Now, we have had it from the
United National Party that they are
not against the appointment of a
press commission.

&, 8. el O

(8. Cog. . QI Feor )

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Certainly, robody is against.

82®udw dw.

(8. &8 rin@tiut)

(Mr. Wickra~nasuriya)

You are only worried about the

terms of reference, and that too in
relation to quite a few only.

b3 Dc.

(8. uesrn)
(Mr. Jayewickreme)

Come to the terms of reference.

8201w Ow.

(B A& i)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I will come to the terms of refer-
ence a little later.

The main objection of the U. N. P.
and perhaps of the Federal Party is
to the composition of the membership
of the commission.

SO e,

(8. sguelérn)

(Mr. J avewickreme)

What about the L. S. S. P. and the
M. E. P. ? They also object.

8088w .

(8. AsE @)
(Mr. Wicgramasuriya)

The hon. Member for Avissawella
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena) made
quite a sincere speech. He did not
| go to villify the members of the
commission as some of you did.

I will rdea? with the criticisms
made against Mrs. Theja Gunawar-
dhana by the United National Party
and their go>d old friends of the
Federal Party. What is their point ?

Bewils 0535 DeFVC®
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ADE ot NBNKW D,
(B L ofl Cran@uss)
(Mr. Dudlzy Senanayake)
Your old friends.

890l w .

(8w ol L@y

(Mr. Wiclkramasuriya)

It is stated by them that Mrs, Theja
Gunawardhana is a paid agent of the
Chinese. That, in short, means that
she has no independence oi her own,
that she cannot think for herself, that
she always acts in the way that
China does.

I do not know to what political
party this lady belongs, whether she
is a Marxist or a Communist, or any
other.

ey 5Y .

(5. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

She is neither a Marxist nor a
Communist.

8208w Ow.

(B ol & & r @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I will assume the worse, that she is
a Marxist. I am an anti-Marxist and
I must be quite frank about it. I
assume, Sir, that she is a Marxist and
that she is adopting the Chinese line
against the Soviet Union. However,
if there had not been this dispute
between the Chinese and the Soviet
Union a perfect defence would have
come from those of the U. L. F. I will
assume that she is a Marxist. It is
accepted. I take it that this lady is
an educated lady, that she has had a
university career, that she is writing
books which are sold throughout the
world ; and I am also informed that
she has written a book on “Khrush-
chevism’ which is being sold in
America. It has also been sold in
India and perhaps if you go to the
Lake House book shop tomorrow you
will find it there too.—[Interruption].
Yes, I have got it myself. Here is a
lady, we will assume for the moment
that she has certain political convic-
tions : now who is the person in this
country who is not having some sort
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of political conviction ? The opposi-
tion from the U. N. P. is that a person
who is a Communist or Marxist is not
fit to serve in any commission or hold
a post in any Government depart-
ment. I ask, is that your policy ?

Sir, according to the democracy
practised by the S. L. F. P., as
advocated by the late Mr. Bandara-
naike, the people of this country
whatever their political convictions
may be, would be treated according
to their ability. In the time of your
predecessor, Sir John Kotelawala, he
went about the country saying that
they will not do anything for the
electorates represented by the
Opposition or the Communists, and
you are his worthy successor. After
you ran away in 1952, he went about
the country saying that. The point
I am making is that in the democratic
way of life we conceive of, according
to the ideals of the S. L. F. P., we
treat people on their merit.—[Inter-
ruption]. You do not have the guts
to make a speech nor do you have
the material to do so. I enjoy these
interruptions.

When we want to appoint a person
to a commission, or when a person is
to be given a post in Government, we
do not go and ask, what are your
political convictions or are you a
member of the U. N. P. or the
S. L. F. P.?—[Interruption]. My
argument is that if a man or woman
is capable and efficient, we are not
concerned whether he or she is a
Communist or Marxist ; but we are
only concerned whether he or she is
able to discharge the functions of a
commission honourably., Take the
case of the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota (Dr. N. M. Perera), who is very
often the Chairman of Select Com-
mittees of this House. Nobody would
turn round and say that just because
he is a solid Marxist he should not be
there, whether it is an inquiry re-
garding the D. H. S. or otherwise.
Can we turn round and say that the
hon. Member for Yativantota should
not be on a committee ? Take the hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva). If he is
appointed a judge of the Supreme

1963 % @& 6

2274
90y e e8meen 6508w®

Court, I am sure he will adorq .the
Bench whatever his  political
convictions may be.

It is not the policy of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party when appointing
people to commissions to find out
what their political convictions are,
because to us it does not matter at
all. Surely a person is appointed to
a commission because he is fit to
serve on that commission.—[Inter-
ruption]. Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana
is a lady of wide experience and
educated. She has read widely.—
[Interruption].

2D BN D)

(surBsrwsn)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please. 1 would request
hon. Members not to interrupt.
Interruptions will serve only to pro-
long the Debate and that would mean
that other Members would have no
chance to speak.

@S e

(8. a8 ri@flu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Certain charges were made, parti-
cularly by the hon. First Member for
Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jayewar-
dene), apart from this lady’s politics.
One charge was that she had given a
cheque some time ago and that
“bounced ” and that the money was
paid by the Chinese Government.
The hon. Member went a step
further. He said that her income tax
was paid by the Chinese Government.
I checked up on that.

ed. @d., LuDERD .
(8@ Cg. . guaigar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
From where ?

IS e,

(5. Gﬁ?e;?@a“m@rﬁm)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

From my Assistant Secretary.

e&. @d. DR .

(,@@ Cen. Q. QAT Fevr)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
How would he know ?
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(&l raiﬁé@rm@rﬁuj)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I challenge the hon. First Member
for Colombo South to prove those
allegations or to state them outside
the House where he will not be

covered by Privilege—[Interrup-
tion].

The further charge was made that
this lady’s two children are being
educated in China. Therefore, it is
alleged, she is a paid agent of
China. I know of many people who
have been educated in Russia; I
know of so many people who have
been sent on scholarships—

e E .
(8lw. Qsariner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

By whom ?

8208w .

(8w ofl & @ @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

By you—on the recommendation of
the Communist Party.—[Interrup-
tion]. In the Peking University
there are two other Ceylonese—
Tennekone is doing medicine and
Ranatunga is doing agricultural
engineering. There are people who
are wealthy enough, like the hon.
Leader of the Opposition, to receive
their education in England. For that
reason we do not say that they are
stooges of England. Anybody can
get a scholarship. The position in
regard to her two children is that one
of them is studying medicine and the
other languages.—[Inte'rruption]. If
you want to drag the children into
this Debate, you can do so, but it is
my duty to reply. She has paid for
their passage and education for the
first year.

od. ¢l LuRiIRP .

(B Coa. i N LIGUIT FET )

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

I am prepared to make all these
statements outside the House. Will
you come and listen ?

Bewddm @535 DedC®
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89@pdw 9w

(8- ol & r@iu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I will come. Get a reporter also.

od. . DD .

(B G i BuUTEoT)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

You get the reporter. Will you
also undertake 1o publish in the
“ Sinhala” the statements I will

make ?

S®wsw Dw.

(5w & r@iu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Yes. The hon. Member for Akuressa
(Dr Sl A Wickremasinghe) since
this Parliament began has made
several visits to Russia and he has
taken treatment in a sanatorium, but
we do not turn round and say that
he is a paid agent or a stooge of the
Soviet Government. Iknow him for
a pretty long time. When the hon.
Member for Akuressa goes to Russia
and gets medical attention in their
sanatoriums, you do not turn round
and say, therefore, he is a paid
agent. I do not say so. If you send
your children to Russia on scholar-
ships, they are not agents, but when
Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana sends her
children she becomes an agent.

edIRd Sdus .

(8. Crmw rregLIGen)

(Mr. Roy Raiapakse)

The trouble is that she is not
beautiful.—[Interruption.]

8208w .

(5w ofl 6@ rLo@fins)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

It is a cruel lie to say that she is
a paid agent of China. 1 say that
with authority and I ask the hon.
First Member for Colombo South
« Come with a reporter and make
those speeches outside”.
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e, 8. iR w.

(8w Cop. . gawoui gar)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

I will not come with a reporter. I
will make the speeches outside. Will
you bring the “Sinhala” reporter
and report it ?

908w .
(5. &l & &) Loyt )
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Political considerations do
matter in Ceylon.

not

Allegations have been made against
Mr. Walpita.

eecemndw HOBNEBY
(Qr&_i prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

He is a nonentity.

I9PuSw .
(5. ofls@ rn@sflu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

That is because the hon. Member
for Nallur does not know him, but if
you go to the District Court of Col-
ombo you will find that he is one of
the leading civil lawyers there.

20. B28m»PBs® .
(5m. orib. Reud Fibiimin)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

Who told you that ?

3908 .
(B@. da@ref)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

He is not so able as you.

20, BOB»Pusd® .
(8. orib. Ko@) ibririb)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

He is more in the Law Library than
in the courts.—[Interruption:]
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38 cs.

(8m. oflé& rin@gflu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

He is a Graduate in Science. He
was a former Lecturer in the Law
College in Criminal Law and Trusts
and also an Examiner. He was on
the panel of the Industrial Court.
Nobody said that he was unfit. It
may not be to the liking of my
Friends, but he is a Graduate. Here
is an erstwhile Examiner and Lec-
turer of the Law College who, just
because the hon. Member for Nallur
does not know him, is not good. The
charges made against Mr. Walpita are
unfair and unecalled for.

There is one other matter. They
tried to say that Mr. Walpita is the
political ally of Mrs. Theja Gunawar-
dhana, that he is a—

eeemna HONEH
(QL_r&Li Brsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)
Political tail.

)@wSw D,

(5. ofla@ rinEgflu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

—member of the Afro-Asian
Solidarity Association. It is not a
communist organization. After the

Bandung Conference, which Sir John
Kotelawala himself attended, this
association called the Afro-Asian
Solidarity Association was born and
it held its sessions everywhere. It
has its headquarters in Cairo. If
membership of the Afro-Asian Soli-
darity = Association makes Mr.
Walpita a communist, then you have
a communist on your front bench
in the U.N.P. The Vice-President of
the Afro-Asian Solidarity Association
is Dr. M. C. M. Kaleel. The hon.
Member for Yapahuwa (Mr. Wanni-
nayake) admitted it as correct during
the tea interval.

ed. ¢l LwddRx .
(P G oyt sgwiewi zor)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Ataly'socialist.
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)9S w e,
(ré@@ Gﬁé&aﬂrm@ﬁu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Whatever it is, you have
communists in the front benches. Mr.
D. N. W. de Silva I take it is a U.N.P.
man. He was in the U.NP. I do not
know whether he still is.

The Afro-Asian Solidarity Associa-
tion has its headquarters in Cairo and
I believe that last year it held its
sessions in Tanganyika—in its capital
city, Mushik. Mr. Walpita went as a
representative of that association. It
may be that had Dr. Kaleel been in
the best of health he himself would
have gone.

e, @d, $udiAm» O
(8w Co. i guaigern)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Nothing is wrong with him.

S0wSw dw.

(8. da&rwgflu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

His expenses were borne entirely
by the Tanganyika Government. So
' to make these vile charges against

Mr. Walpita is uncalled for and
ungenerous.

With regard to Mr. K. D. de Silva
we have had from the hon. Member
for Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) one of
the best certificates that could be
given to any person. Even though
the hon. Member for Weligama,
(Mr. Jayewickreme) during the De-
bate on the Estimates of the Ministry
of Justice, said that he was too old
and was not fit to be the chairman,
I am glad that that contention was
refuted by the hon. First Member for
Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jayewar-
dene) his Deputy Leader.

I want the hon. Leader of the
Opposition to read this book—* Three
Prime Ministers of Ceyvlon ”, Mr. J. L.
Fernando who was lobby correspon-
dent here says that during the time
of the late Mr. D. S. Senanayake he
was summoned to a weekly confer-
ence on Wednesdays and that he had
a chat with Mr. D. S. Senanayake on
political matters.

Bewuidm @5I% edACE®
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Mr. J. L. Fernando makes an
astounding statement in his book. He

says that when there was the dispute
as to who should succeed the late
Mr. D. S. Senanayake as Prime Min-
ister and there was a tussel between
the hon. Leader of the Opposition
and Sir John Kotelawala, he was of
the opinion that the press should
remain neutral but the Lake House
high command did not agree with
him and came out completely in
favour of the hon. Leader of the
Opposition. After the hon. Leader of
the Opposition became Premier he
wrote a very nice letter to Mr. J. L.
Fernando. This shows that the
newspapers of this ccuntry are not
working independently. On the occa-
sion of the dispute between the hon.
Leader of the Opposition and Sir
John Kotelawala they did not remain
absolutely neutral.

DAE o’ NN D

(8. i ofl Craremuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Why should they be neutral ?

&de o385y @8, ¢ B
(QLréLi GQarevdier gyr. 19 Hever)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Are we fighting for the freedom of

the press or the neutrality of the
press ?

O)®ulw .
(5m. 58 rin@flu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

We are fighting for both freedom
and neutrality. -

I will take the controversial terms
of reference now. I will start with
() and give a straightforward
answer to that.

eMOsY Sca.

(Bm. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keunemuan)

Hor once !
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8208w .
(8w f&@rinesflu)
(Mr. Wickrarnasuriya)

During the course of the Debate on
the Budget Estimates the hon. First
Member for Colombo South
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene) pointed out
to me as the Parliamentary Secre-
tary that Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana
should not sit on this commission
because, as the terms of reference
stand, her paper “Trine” will also
have to be investigated. Therefore,
she will have to sit in judgment on
her own paper.

o, ®md. LwdIA® Own.

(B C. i guaiger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Why did you appoint her ?

39w V.

(8. 6lé8 rn@flu)
(Mr. Wickran.asuriya)

You will see in (I) “conduct of
newspapers since January, 19577,
We have changed the date.—[Inter-
ruption]. I am thankful to the hon.
First Member for Colombo South for
pointing out to us that it is not proper
for a member of the commission to sit
in judgment on her own paper.

qéaaagcé @zaae’ém“ fﬁag. < ad“éla
(Or&i GQsmreveer Q. 1. evaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
will permit me an interruption, it
does not lead to the conclusion that
“Trine ” should be free of investiga-
tion if you are to investigate the rest
of the press. '

8908w @,
(,@Q?j Gﬁ?&‘@ﬂ‘m@gﬁm)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

My answer is that the hon. First
Member for Colombo South pointed
it out to me and he wanted me to
take action. He said that it is not
proper for Mrs. Theja Gunawardhana
to sit in judgment on hercowmnoipapes:

8Ol oy e8mwen emn@w®
o&, @d. LwddR®» w.

(8. Cey. opi. epuieui geor)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Therefore ?

390wl Sc.
(5. ols& rin@sflu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Therefore, very rightly, we had to

exclude that paper.

ad& @Y Ba&
(Qserran omiegSeriser)
(Hon. M2mbers)

Shame ! Shame!

©eDemniw BNOBNEST
(QLréL i praprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)
Self-confession !

8208w .

(8. A58 i)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Witk one breath you say that it is

not proper that Mrs. Theja Guna-
wardhana should sit in judgment on
the “Trine” and when we exclude
that—[Interruption].

oad sy RDlecwwy
(Qaerres oy s Seriser)
(An hon. Member)

You must take her out; exclude

her.

8@l Dcm.
(Blm. &G rinegfu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I know you tried to charge her in

the “ Trine ” case and you failed and
wanted her out at any cost.

Now, Sir, I come to the other one :

“(k) the extent to which the Lake
Housge or the Times of Ceylon or
the Virakesari sought to exercise.
undue influence. ” :
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In the earlier terms of reference
you will see that all the newspapers
were contemplated, but it was
pointed out that if a commission sits
according to those terms of reference
as they stood, they would include all
the newspapers in Ceylon since crea-
tion. So that, that would have made
the work of the commission heavy.
Therefore, what we understand by
the monopolist press in Ceylon is not
surely “Siyarata”. Nobody takes
that seriously. We are not anxious
to find what is stated there, or what
you say tomorrow. But in the case
of the Lake House and the Times
Group and the Virakesari which go
as national newspapers of Ceylon

ab Y RDéewy
(Qzorras 9% S saT qHAI )
(An hon Member)

What about “ Dawasa” ?

2908w Ocn.

(8. As@ @)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Yes, “Dawasa” also, if you like.
It is a new paper started only the
other day. But those papers of the
Lake House, Times of Ceylon and
Virakesari, which should really be
the national newspapers of Ceylon, if
they have distorted news or if they
have tried certain methods of favour-
ing political parties under the guise
of giving information, distorted news,
well, those are things that should be
brought to light. Therefore, those
terms of reference as they stood,
would have covered a large field and
made the commissioners go into every
newspaper in Ceylon. As every-
body knows what we really talk of
as the monopolist press in Ceylon is
the Lake House, Times of Ceylon and
the Virakesari Press.

Bewddn @535 eFACEH
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When I pointed it out the hon.
Member for Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) was not
here. That is, the machinery re-
quired to establish and maintain
proper liaison between the Govern-
ment and the press. The first part
of it is word for word from the
Indian terms.

&8 oG 953 @8, ¢ G2
(QLmré&Lir Qarevsflar oyi. g Gevaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I am not bound by anybody’s ver-
sions. If I were in India I would
fight it in the Indian Parliament and
resist it.

829)0wsw Y.

(& m. ofl & @ i@l

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Now, I can understand the posi-
tion of the ULF. I can sympathize
with their view. In other words,
they want the take-over of one
group, not wholly.

m8w e 3y @d. ¢ B
(QréLir Qarovefler i G- Seovaur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I carefully explained the concrete
proposal.

30w Dea.

(8. Ha&&rwegflu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

They want to break up the mono-
poly of the press by handing over
the “Times” to one concern, the

14 - >
Dinamina” to another concern and
SO on.

8w o35y @i, ¢ BT
(Qréi i Qareveller oyf. - Seveurr )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

To mass organizations of the

people, to the co-operatives and the
trade unions.
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S8 w D,

(8. a8 r@ilu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I can understand the U.L.F . say-
ing that. Let me ask them this
question: if the U.L.F. comes to

power, will they allow any news-
papers other than their party news-

papers?

Hdw emE 3y @l. ¢ BE

(Qurdi i Qaroeiler oyi. 19 Aeveur)

(Dr. Colvin R de Silva)

Certainly, and without doubt.
This is the familiar piece of tub-
thumping nonsense of all gentlemen

of the Right against the Left. I
have given him the answer. Let him

take it.

29)®eSe can.

(Bs. & rmEfu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)
In Russia—

G e85y @&. ¢ BT
(OLré i Qarevdllear oyr. 19 Sdveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I am not speaking about Russia,

S29)@eSe can.

(Bap. aﬁéﬁfw@ﬁw)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

It is the mother country of a fair
section of the Marxists of Ceylon. In
that country there are only three
newspapers, ‘‘Pravda”, “Izvestia”
and “Trud.” One of these papers is
edited by Mr. Khrushchev’s son-in-
law.

SRBOLY D
(8. Qaeriver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

There are some 275 newspapers
there, if you want to know.
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S)®Sw .
(8. % riw@gilu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

In China the “Red Flag” is the
party paper ; then there is “ People’s
Daily” which is a Government
paper. I do not know of any other.

The Marxists cannot bluff the
people of this country. We know
what freedom the press has in a
Marxist country.

Recently I met a gentleman from
a foreign country in the train to
Galle. This person had visited most
countries in the world. I asked him
what he felt about Ceylon. He said
he liked Ceylon very much. I asked
him whether he had been to Soviet
Russia. He said, “ Yes.” T asked
him what difference he observed be-
tween the Soviet Union and Ceylon.
He said, “ In Ceylon you can get up
on a platform and say that the
Prime Minstier should be sacked
forthwith,” but if you say such a
thing in Russia you would not be in
the land of the living.

What the U.L.F. wants is that
Lake House and “Times” should be
broken up, but where their own
party papers are concerned they will
not tolerate anyone touching them.

CDDO5Y D
(8. Oseriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Are you giving us the right to
speak on Radio Ceylon ?

39S .

(8p. NG ro@iu)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I do not want to go into contro-
versies. In spite of their being

Marxists, I like them. But I can
understand their objections. They
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say, “ Do anything, but where we are
concerned we must have the right to
strike, to capture post offices, Radio
Ceylon, to cut telephone wires,” and
so. on. We do not take them
seriously. We understand them. I
do not think they mean what they
say. After all they are good Friends.
1 know that, if the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) ever
becomes the Prime Minister of this
country he will be a perfect demo-
crat, and that red tie of his will dis-
appear.

I have taken some time on this
matter. As I said earlier, I am very
grateful to the Opposition for all the
arguments they have brought forth
on this subject. As I said, I expected
something quite different, something
emotional, like what was said by the
hon. Leader of the Opposition at
Hyde Park that the lamps of freedom
are being dimmed and that he is pre-
pared to sacrifice his life in the fight
for this freedom of the press. I would
like to point out that there were two
Royal Commissions appointed in
England and one commission in India,
on the gquestion of the press,
but nobody seemed to have entertain-
ed any fears, and certainly the lamps
of freedom have not been dimmed.

I would like to say one word more.
It is rather strange that the United
National Party which said that they
were in favour of a commission
should now turn round and attack
the personnel of the commission after
the commission has been appointed.
It appears to my mind that this is a
familiar line they are thinking of to
take in the near future.

If you refer to page 5 of the
“ Ceylon Daily News” of Monday the
4th November, you will see what
Mr. Jinadasa Niyathapala has said
speaking from the same platform as
the hon. First Member for Colombo
South. He stated that the Govern-
ment had done something wrong in
appointing two judges from the
U. A. R. and Ghana to serve on the

Bgnc}aranaike Assassination Com-
mission.

Bewldm 9535 9eRBCH
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o, ¢f. wdIND S

(A Cg. ot BuUser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

He did not say that.

8®udw Swn

(8. sﬁ?a'ﬁ@.rrm@rﬂw)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

He did say so. I will get down the
paper and show it to you.

od. @l EwddA® S

(8. C. - SQUIGUIT FeaT )
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

He did not say it ; I said it.

SPwlwn .

(8w ol &@rin@Efiu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Again the “Daily News ” has dis-
torted news. According to the
“ Daily News” report Mr. Jinadasa
Niyathapala had said that the Gov-
ernment is wrong——

&, 8. LD Do
(8 Ceg. - eI HET)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Of course it is wrong.

2)PuSw Dwn
(85 ol & @@l )
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

That is why I said that the U.N.P.
is taking a familiar line. Before the
Bandaranaike Assassination Commis-
sion was appointed you said an
umpteen number of times in this
House, “ Appoint a commission ! We
want that commission.” But once
the commission is appointed, you per-
haps feel uncomfortable now.

el . LwdlAm .

(Bm. Co. oy s H6T)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Of course not.
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89)®wuSe Qan.

(B 58 rwEflu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Men of eminence, men from non-
Marxist countries, have been appoint-
ed to the commission. And the judge
of the Supreme Court who has been
appointed to serve on the commission
is a person of the highest integrity.

&, ¢l LwdiIA» Scu.

(B Cm. Y. guersar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

On a point of personal explanation.
We never criticized Mr. Justice
T. S. Fernando. In this House I have
said, we have stopped the imports of
all goods but we are importing two
jokers.

D)8 Dewm.
(8. oD rio@fu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I am very glad he has said it.
According to the newspaper report I
thought it was the joker Jinadasa
Niyathapala who said that. I now
find that it is not a jcke but a very
serious thing.

e, @l. DR e
(8m. Csg. oyi. mwanrser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Of course, it is a very seriens thing.

S9)®@eSw .

(B AéE @)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

Before the Bandaranaike Assassina-
tion Commission was appointed, you
put forward a brave chest and said
“ Appoint a commission ”.

&, 8, LD Do,
{(@@ Ceg. Q. Sweur e )
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Of course we said it.
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3w Do,
(Bam. os@ @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriva)

But once the commission is
appointed yocu turn round and
say——

ed. ¢d. LuddA®» Den.
(8@ Co. i mueiger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

We did say it, but do not get
outsiders.

82998 e,
(8s. & rin@gflu)

(Mr. Wickramasnriva)

He has admitted it.

e 8. LwudBA® .

(80 Cg. i gueiger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

I have said it in this House.

P8 Do,

(8. ols@ringsfu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

I will read from the Ceylon Daily
News of the 4th instant, page 5, what
Mr. Niyathapala is reported to have
said :

“ Mr. Jinadasa Niyathapala said that the
real incidents and true happenings dur-
ing the language riots in the first Ban-
daranaike era were made available to the
public by the newspapers. The radio and

film units showed a blind eye to those
events. ”

This is what
further down :

the report says

“Mr. Niyathapala criticised the Govern-
ment for choosing personnel from the
U. A. R. and Ghana to serve on the Com-
mission to inquire into the political
aspects of the assassination of the late
Prime Minister, Mr. Bandaranaike.?”

e, . LD Daan.
(8m. Co. opi. spweurser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Tt is;wrong.
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8905« Y.
(5w ol &) r Lol )
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

According to the “Daily News 8
report, Mr. Niyathapala is supposed
to have said it was wrong to bring
two judges from outside, namely,
from Ghana and the U. A. R. My
Friend says that what he said has
been put into the mouth of Niyatha-
‘pala by the newspaper.

BN O,

(8. equIch&mie)
(Mr. Jayewickreme)

These are mistakes. They do not
do it deliberately. Do you not make
mistakes ?

8@l .
(2w ofl 5@ r @)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

The judge from the U. A. R,
Mr. Younis, is a person of the highest
integrity and eminence ; he is a mem-
ber of the highest tribunal in the
U. A. R. Then the other gentleman
who has come from Ghana is a judge
of the Supreme Court. You have the
audacity to speak of foreigners who
have lent their services at the request
of the Government and the people of
Ceylon in this manner. If Ceylonese
were appointed you would have turn-
ed round and said that they were
biassed people.

- What I want to say is that you are

following a new line. You said you
wanted a commission. When the
commission was appointed, when you
knew that things would go against
you because your conscience is not
clear, you say the commissioners—

ADE e sNBNGD S
(B iofl Crarewss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I protest against that. He must

withdraw that.
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DN 5 6D

(&Fur prus)

(Mr. Speaker)

I think you are going outside the
point.

829@wuSw Oc.
(8. ofl & @ Lo/l )
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

What do you want me to with-
draw ?

2BE ow sNBNGD .
(5. L ofl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

That we are afraid that the Com-
mission of Inquiry will go against us.

S90S w .
(5. ol && i@l
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

What I say is this. It may go
against you or it may not go against
you. How can you predict ?

$wkd® Dw.

(Bm. qudlssr)
(Mr. Jayawickreme)

How do you know it is going to
protect you ?

398w D,
(B Hs@rwaEfu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

You wanted the Bandaranaike
Assassination Commission. Now you
want to tar the reputation of judges—

o, ¢d. LuddAm .
(8@ Cga. oyi. e gar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

We are against foreigners.

8908w Dcsn.

(8. &R i)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

If we appointed somebody from

Ceylon you may have said they are
below the mark.—[Interruption.]
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el e ©u8msen cdu®

I think I have taken sufficient time
and I am grateful for all the senti-
ments expressed and all the views
that have been given. And if my
reply hurt any of you in any way
because something is unpleasant to
you—sometimes the truth is un-
pleasant—I beg that I be pardoned.

& on. 7.33

&, & o »™mNwW Vw. (c®eeBIcs)
(8w i &5 Coar@udss—gbG et )
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake—Dambadeniya)
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(FLrprusi)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! It is 8 p.m. Will
the Hon. Minister move the Adjourn-
ment?

DE D@
5 Blewaitity
ADJOURNMENT

ewfdsn® @88udy wdém Gz, gdmw send
83 @ém ce “ 9P 9FACw ¢zd »E 8w
gne.'—[ad ofd, 8. Vwd dFNSENBD]

39S Do,
(’@@ Gﬁéi@ﬂ"m@ﬂb')
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

We agreed to go on till 8.30 ».m.
leaders of parties have agreed to
that, I understand. [Interruption].

RRE ot NN Dcs.
(8. Lofl Crara@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I got up to speak

SO sY .

(8. Qaearwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Speaker, our party has not
been allowed to speak. @ We have
not been allowed to speak.

I@wuSe Ocn.
(5. o4& rw@iu)
(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

The leaders of parties agreed to
terminate the Debate at 8.30 p.1.  If

I am wrong, I want it to be
corrected.

DIC o noNwd .
(5. iafl Crarmuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
After asking me to reply to a num-

ber of t-ings he raised he wants to
shut me out.
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9008w @cn,

(8. Ha& @)

(Mr. Wickramasuriya)

It was agreed to at the leaders’
meeting. I was not at the party
leaders’ meeting. There were two
speakers on behalf of the Govern-

ment, the hon. Member for
Mawanella and myself.

S HDBY e

(,5‘7@ Gl e Loer )

(Mr. Keuneman)

Why do you want to speak on

something which you do not know?
B, 3. 8. 9D . (Gznd
hd)
(8. 1. 9. yi. Gererser—Osri
Lrau)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena—Kottawa)
Tose.

WSIBN G DD
(FLmprisn)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! You are wasting
time. Will the hon. Member please
sit down?

8. 8. @8 @zmdian Sw.

('Q@ w. 9. %)f,n". @mrauﬁlgsa‘r)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

On a point of Order. Earlier, you

said that only the Ileaders of
parties——
DI BN D

(& B s )

(Mr. Speaker)

Your party has finished speaking.
There is no point of Order. Will you
please sit down?

8. 8. @8 9%RdEID dw.
(8. 2. 9. oyi. Gewerser)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

I will sit down but I will not
accept any falsehood uttered by
anybody in this House.
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(‘@@ Gl Gor LoGIT )

(Mr. Keuneman)

If the hon. Member for Kottawa
will permit, it is very late. Many
points relevant to the Debate have
been made and a great number of
points which have no relevance
whatever to the Uebate have aiso
been made principaly in the
speeches of the hon. Par.iamentary
Secretary and the hon. Member for
Dambad=niya. I must say that this
is a very curious frame of mind.
There are a number of extraneous
factors which undoubtedly have to
be taken into consideration in this
Debate.

I must say, Sir, that I am very
much unimpressed and unmoved by
the screaming of the moncpolist
press about the freedom of the press.
These gentlemen who have uti.ized
their monopo'y to the full to keep
down every litt'e spark of progress
in this country, to slander and attack
all forces of progress, are now howl-
ing about the freedom of the press. I
am not at all impressed by that just
as much as I am not impressed by the
way in which the insurance com-
panies are publishing big advertise-
ments about the freedom to insure. I
must sav I am equally very little im-
pressed by the marches and Hyde
Park meetings about the freedom of
the press. With due respect to my
friend the hon. First Member for
Colomb» South, he is very vigorous
now in the matter of the defence of
the freedom of the press, but I do nnt
remember him speaking lilkre this
durine the hartal when his Govern-
ment closed down our party paver
for one month. We were closed down
and there was no protest.

od. ¢l LD Sw.
(B Ceo. oyi. suiaii ser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
For how long ?

oA DOBY D

(8w Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)
One month

Bewldm @535 DeFACE
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od. . eI .

(@5 C. i Ui gar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

One week.

oI5 .
(2w Qs Gor LB GAT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

One month or so. The hon. Member
for Dambadeniva used to continue
<ome of these bad habits when he was
a2 Minister in the S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike Government.

I want to say, first of all, that T am
opposed to the appointment of the
Press Commission because I regard
this as a step backwards.

In 1960 the Government made
certain specific promises in its
Throne Speech. Those promises
were concrete and specific. They
were promises to take over certain
newspaper companies and to broad-
base their ownership.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
keeps talking about the need for a
commission and the hon. Member for
Dambadeniya agrees. I ask the hon.
Members of the Government, if you
came to this conclusion in 1960, what
is the use of appointing a Press Com-
mission in 1963 ? Either you have
behaved in a thoroughly irresponsi-
ble way and have held out promises
you have not thought about, or else
you have yieided to the pressures of
vested interests and are trying to
cover it up by this Press Commission.

No less than three separate Press
Bills were introduced but they never
got beyond the Government Parlia-
mentary Group, because in every one
of those Bills it became clear that
the Goverrment was departing more
and more from the aim which it put
forward in 1960, namely, the ending
of the capitfalistic monopoly owner-
ship of the daily press, and was
coming more and more towards
attacking the freedom of the press
in this country.
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There was a Bill that was publish-
ed. There was Part I, which was the
implementation of a promise, and
there was Part II, which was nothing
but an attempt to muzzle the free-
dom of the press and to gag freedom
of speech. That is why I say this
Press Commission is nothing but a
step backwards.

If this Press Commission had been
appointed befcre there was a promise
to break the monopoly of the press,
there would nave been a case for it.
The appointment of a Press Commis-
sion three years after you had made
a concrete proposal to break the
press monopoly is nothing but an
attempt to camouflage your surren-
der to vested interests.

As far as we are concerned, we
are for the freedom of the press, and
that is why we want to fight against
press monopoly. The real obstruc-
tion to the freedom of the press in
this country is the ownership of the
daily press by certain monopoly
capitalist concerns. That is the real
absolute obsfruction to the freedom
of the press in this country. That is
the real limitation.

What is the Government trying to
do about that by this Commission ?
It is leaving that alone. It is not
prepared to attack the obstructions to
press freedom in the form of mono-
poly, but it is trying to make an at-
tack in the one place where real
freedom of the press does exist, and
that is the periodical and weekly
press of the country. If anybody
wants to know what is going on in
this country he should read the
weekly press. There is real freedom
of the press there.

What is the objection that we have
against these papers of the Lake
House and Times Group ? We may
object to their politics; we may
object to their dirty tricks ; but they
have a right to express their views.
What we do object to is that they
exercise a munopoly of power over
information and thought without any
responsibility.

1963 exsn® @8 6
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Even a conservative British Prime
Minister, Mr. Stanley Baldwin, once
referred to the prototype of the Lake
House and Times Group papers In
his country as the press that exer-
cises power without responsibility
which was, he said, the prerogative
of the harlot throughout the ages.
These are nameless, faceless news-
papers claiming to be representatives
of the nation, voice of the people,
representing some independents.
But, in actual fact, who owns them ?
Lake House is a private family
company. “Times” is no different.
Why should certain people claim the
right to monopolize information and
thought merely because they have
inherited wealth or married wealth ?
What is their other qualification ?

If you ask the majority of the
people in Cevlon, they do not know
who the editors of some of these
papers are. They do not know the
owners of some of these newspapers.
But these pecple are speaking in the
name of the ration.

If tomorrow these papers declare
themselves as organs of the United
National Party, I have no quarrel.
The United National Party has every
right to have a daily organ.—[Inter-
ruption]. \

These papers, pretending to be a
national press, pretending to be non-
political, pretending to be above
party, are surrentitiously and openly
using positions that they have, not
by the authority of the people but by
wealth, to subvert and misinform
people. That is what you should
deal with, Mr. Ministers. That is the
crux of the matter. That is precisely
the thing yov are going to avoid.

Do you need a commission to tell
you who owns these papers ? Do you
need a commission to tell you that
monopoly is a bad thing ? What is the
meaning of these terms of reference ?
The first four questions are like a
question paper for a kindergarten
child. They are going to ask the
commissioners to report whether
press monopcly is a bad thing. Even
a quarter-wit can answer these ques-
tions. Do you want to know who the
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paper companies are? Go to the
Registrar of Companies, pay a stamp
duty and ycu can get the information.
Do you want a commission ? That is
not the real roint. This is a camou-
flage. The real point is you want to
control and extend your tentacles of
control over certain other organs of
opinion. That is the real objection
that we have.

My hon. Friend, the Parliamentary
Secretary, who apparently knew
nothing about what he was talking
except his one admission on why they
had to change the terms of reference
—he fell into his own trap and had to
confess it—spoke about socialist coun-
tries where, he said, there are only
two or three papers. Let me tell him
_ that in the Soviet Union there are
| at least 240 daily papers—I do not
know how many others—but every-
| one of these is owned by different
organizations of the people. Trade
unions have their papers, the
Communist Party has its paper, the
Government has its paper, the Kom-
somol Youth League has its paper,
every collective farm has its paper.

These papers here are owned by one
or two families. That is the
difference.

The hon. Member spoke about the
Indian Commission and the Ceylon
‘Commission—I do not want to go into
these matters in great detail—but
there is one thing that is very clear in
the difference between the terms of
reference of the Ceylon Press Com-
mission and the terms of reference of
the Indian Press Commission. Section
7 of the Indian Press Commission
terms of reference charges the Press
Commission to devise means of en-
suring the freedom of the press and
so does the British Commission. But
there is no such thing here and of
course, quite correctly, there is no
such thing because the very aim of
the commission is to invade those
places where the freedom of the
press does actually exist.

What is the point in including the
question of allocation of newsprint in
a commission ? Is that not a veiled

Bewldr BBIL) @eHACW
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threat against the papers ? Is that a
commission’s business? The Con-
troller of Imports and Exports can
operate that. Do you think Mr. de
Silva or Mrs. Gunawardhana or any-
body like that would be capable of
deciding the allocation of newsprint ?

No, Sir! My hon. Friends are just
trying to hoodwink this House and
the country by suggesting that this
commission is of the same type as the
Indian and British Commissions.

As regards the question of the
personnel of the commission I do not
want to speak much. I am not inte-
rested in attacking this person or that
person, and I know a great deal about
some of the people who have been
mentioned in this House. I only wish
to say this: the choice of Mrs.
Theja Gunawardhana was singularly
unfortunate. With regard to Mr. Wal-
pita, from what I know of that
gentleman, I do not think that some
of the charges made against him are
correct.

In the case of Mrs. Gunawardhana
the choice was a singularly unfortu-
nate one. I say that the reasons
given for her appointment are totally
unconvincing. The only reason
given up to now is that Mrs. Theja
Gunawardhana is a graduate. There
are many graduates in this country.
It is also stated that she has written
books. There are people in the Uni-
versity who have written books.

Why was not a working journalist
appointed to this commission ? Why
was it that nobody in this country
who knows anything about running a
modern newspaper was appointed to
this commission ? Running a modern
daily newspaper is a highly complica-
ted matter, it is not like running a
weekly paper.

Why has not the commission been
asked to go into the whole question of
the role of news agencies, of writers
and other ancillary matters ? You are
not concerned with the monopolist
aspect, you are only concerned with
whacking the freedom of the political
press in this country. You are having
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a press commission without including
‘working journalists in it—people who
could have given extremely valuable
views. But what have you done ? By
appointing this type of commission
you have helped the monopolists.

There are many people who have
got valuable information to give and
make constructive and useful propo-
sals. There are many people who
can expose these monopoly press
barons and all their dirty tricks but
who will never with any sense of self-
respect appear before this commission
as constituted with some of these
personnel and this kind of terms of
reference. That is why I say that you
have really helped the monopolist
press.

It is no wonder that these gentle-
men are rejoicing. The Lake House,
Times and others are the happiest
people on earth today considering the
type of persons appointed as com-
missioners. They must be throwing
up their hats and dancing with joy.
Is that the reason why you appointed
some of these commissioners ? Is it
because you do not want to break this
monopoly and you really want
to surreptitiously stab the freedom of
the press in the back that you
appointed these commissioners ?

That is why the amendment that
the U. L. F. has put forward puts its
finger on the key question of the free-
dom of the press, namely, the ending
of the monopolies. That is the key
matter and that is the matter from
which you are running away, hon.
Members of the Government. You
talk about monopoly. What is your
Radio Ceylon ? It is the dullest and
dreariest monopoly information ser-
vice in this country. I do not know
whether you like to listen in to it. In
the middle of most interesting things,
you can never know what is happen-
ing from Radio Ceylon. It is the big-
gest, dullest, idiotic joke. And these
gentlemen talk about monopolies in
socialist countries. They have the
biggest monopoly here and they can-
not even make it quite an interesting
monopoly.

1963 ez & 6
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As the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion has to wind up I do not want to
say anything further, but I urge very
strongly that the House do support
the U. L. F. amendment. And I want
to say that this Government’s action
in appointing this Press Commission
is a step backward, intended to assist
the monopolist owners of the press
and to strike at the real sources of
the freedom of the press in this
country.

8. 8. 8. @HRDIQA .
(8. . Q. i @evreriser)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
rose.

DIBNGDDN)
(Furprusn)
(Mr. Speaker)
Order, please !

8. 8. @8 9mdER® .
(8. . 9. gi. Gewrergar)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
You promised me that—

LN 562NN
(FLmpruss)

(Mr. Speaker)
Your party spoke.

8. 8. @l 92N .

(B . 9. . @G ser)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

My party may have spoken, but we
are asking this Government to give
us another half an hour at least. The
hon. Leader of the Opposition has
only ten minutes. If you do extend
for another half an hour

DIBN G DN
(FLmprusn)
(Mr. Speaker)
Order, please !

8. 9. q&‘a& QHRVERD Do
(8. . 9. oy @Hewrour ser)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

We can keep order. I am ready to
obey you, but
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DS BN RS

(FLrprwsn)

(Mr. Speaker)

You are wasting our time.

&. 8. q.’:ug. Q%agam @cs.
(8. . 9. 7. @GHewreur ser)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

It is not a question of wasting time,
but that things are stated here and
they are not carried out. You give
promises and you go behind them.

235NN

(&FLir prwisT )

(Mr. Speaker)

Wiil you sit down ?

8. 8. @8 9iam w.

(B . 9. . @ewarser)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
I will sit down, but you have dis-
honoured what you stated.

DS BN RS

(&L pirutsin)

(Mr. Speaker)

Will you please sit down ?

RRE o hsNneD .
(8. i ofl Cran@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry that the
hon. Member for Kottawa has been
deprived of an opportunity of speak-
ing ; but I can assure you that we
would have all liked to have heard
him. TUnfortunately we have only
ten minutes, or even less, for my
reply on behalf of the Opposition.

I do not think I shall need more
than ten minutes because most of
what has to be said has been more
than adequately said by some of the
speakers who preceded me—the
hon. Member for Dehiwela-Mt.
Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) and
the hon. First Member for Colombo
South (Mr. J. R. Jayewardene). The
case made out by them has really
not been met. There were, on behalf
of the Government, three speeches
made, and I was wondering whether

Bewdds 0535 DeFVEE
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those Members had read the actual
terms of the Motion. If one carefully
follows the terms of the Motion, the
hon. Members who approach this
question with an unprejudiced mind
will agree with me that the argu-
ments that have been hitherto
brought forward by the Members of
the Opposition have not really been

met.
Now, what is the Motion ?

“That this House disapproves of the
Commission of Inquiry on the Press as
proclaimed in the Ceylon Gazette dated
25th September, 1963.”

I must allude to the fact that the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary was
loud in his protestations that he was
not a Marxist; I disagree. If one
watched his performance he was
really a Marxist—not a follower of
the eminent Karl Marx, but a Marxist
when one thinks of the performance
of the Marx Brothers.

Mr. Speaker, what were the great
replies given by the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary ? “ At first the U.N.P.
were for a commission; now
they are against the commission.”
Will any one reading this Motion
come to the conclusion that we are
against the commission? We are
against this particular commission. I
want to make it perfectly clear. The
hon. Parliamentary Secretary tried to
quote certain passages of speeches
made earlier by the hon. First
Member for Colombo South and was
unable to quote anything in support
of his argument but quoted profusely
from his speeches in opposition to
the argument that the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary brought.

Then his next argument was that
the U. K. had two commissions of
inquiry, India had one; some terms
of reference of our commission are
similar to the U. K. and Indian terms
of reference; therefore, you must
accept all our terms of reference ! He
even quoted the words. Let us look
at some of the terms of reference of
the U. K. commission. They start
with these words :

“ Whereas we have deemed it expedient

that a commission should forthwith issue
with the object of furthering the free
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expression of opinion through the press
and the greatest practicable accuracy in
the presentation of news, to inquire into
the control, management and ownership of
newspapers and periodicals and the news
agencies including the finances, structure
and the monopolistic tendencies in con-
trol, and to make recommendations there-
ol

You will see from these words that
the whole object was one of giving
greater freedom to the press by
removing monopolistic control. That
is the principal object. We are in
total agreement with terms of refer-
ence which seek to achieve that. We
even agree that a number of these
terms of reference pursue that objec-
tive of breaking up monopolies and
ensuring greater freedom for the
press. But the hon. Member for
Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia pointed to a
few other terms of reference which
have nothing to do with that objec-
tive, and that indeed is the point that
we too make.

I am sorry that the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice is not here. He kept on
telling us that he would read the
terms of reference, which he did in a
way, and challenged us to show any
difference between the Indian and
U. K. terms and ours. Of course there
is a difference, and the Parliamentary
Secretary had to admit it.

Consider for instance (I) of our
terms of reference which reads:

“....the conduct of newspapers since
1st January, 1957 in regard to any
attempts to obstruct the policies of Gov-

* etnment or the implementation of its pro-
gramme of work, and the steps that should
pe taken to prevent a repetition of such

.conduct in the future.”

Take only this ; there is no use talking
about any other terms of reference.
If this is what you want, you might
as well liquidate the whole lot of us
here in the Opposition. What are we
“here for? We are here to obstruct

1963 e a8 6
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your policies. We will do just that,
and make no mistake about it. As
the hon. Member for Dehiwela-Mt.
Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R de Silva) said,
we are here as an Opposition. If we
were convinced that your policies
would be of benefit to the country,
then there would be no purpose in
our being here. And if you think that
the purpose of the press in Ceylon
must only be to praise you for every
nonsensical and idiotic thing you do
in this country, where is the demo-
cracy that you are talking about ? I
want to put that question seriously
to you.

The hon. Member for Dambadeniya
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake) confused all
this with a press council. What has
a press council to do with this argu-
ment ? And who is trying to prevent
the formation of a press council ? He
drew the analogy of the medical
council and the council of the legal
profession and said that therefore we
must have a press council. By all
means have one, but are these terms
of reference designed to create a
press council or to remove the possi-
bility of all criticism of the Govern-
ment ? That is the point. Are these
terms of reference confined merely to
the question of the removal of
monopolistic control ?

99 8 60D g.o%. 830 Dewsy W ENwE
D BB sd e cxn8xm @TH VeHDCH
D¢ 29 c&

S @eHACe IO ¢»dWED 1963
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Adjourned accordingly at
830 p.Mm. until 2 p.M. on
Thursday, November 7,
1963.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

OB BEromy DR TRMBH DB
OGO @hé Qe omMEIO
Cued wraren g &aueror apiCari seveh
Bovwmsens@ oupmsi Couerig us
2 golls QarevL_ser

GRANTS DUE TO ADULT EDUCATION CENTRES
IN THE WESTERN PROVINCE

3/6/63.
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(8.
aner)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody—Bulath-
sinhala)
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asked the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he
aware that the grants due to adult
educaticn centres in the Western Pro-
vince :-ve not been paid since
January 1963 ? (b) If so, why ?

ad 8. 8. & »SoCEC (%85 o
30t 2B DOwD) SEAC & OBR)

(Qsorray (F. 9. . soysoe—sod,

SrFFrr Hausrr Yei&FEir)

(The Hon. P. B G. Kalugalla—Minis-
ter of Educatirn and Cultural Affairs)
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(@) In a few adult education'cen-
tres claims since January 1963, await
payment. Action is being taken to
settle them early. (b) Payments
were held up owing to exhaustion of
allocated funds.
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