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1 present a petition from Mr. M. G.
Jamis Appu of Ukwattewatta, Tota-
goda, Akmeemana. He was a minor
employee in the Labuduwa Farm of
the Department of Agriculture and
retired from service in July 1960.
Since then he has written over fifty
letters to the authorities, including
the Minister, in order to obtain his
arrears of salary and certain over-
time payments which had not been
paid to him when he was in service.

5 @eNACEE 2596

28w 88t

He has been, in my opinion, perse-
cuted by the officers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. I present his
petition and hope that he will obtain
redress.
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asked the Minister of Commerce and
Industries : (¢) How many State cor-
porations are there under his Min-
istry ? (b) How many corporations
buy their typing and printing paper
requirements from private compa-
nies ? (c) Why do they not buy their
requirements from the Eastern Paper
Mills Corporation, Valaichchenai ?
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(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—
Minister of Commerce and Industries)

(@) 17, (b) 3, (¢) (i). Ceylon
Leather Products Corporation—They
do not purchase typing and printing
papers from the Eastern Paper Mills
Corporation. As regards typing
papers, they obtain their require-
ments after calling for quotations.
Printing papers are not bought by
them as printing work is entrusted to
the C.W.E. who buy their require-
ments. (ii) Industrial Estates Corpo-
ration—They get their requirements
from the C.W.E,, failing which from
the Eastern Paper Mills Corporation
and failing which they call for open
quotations. (iii) Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation—Their requirements of
stationery are purchased on the basis
of competitive quotations, and the
Eastern Paper Mills Corporation is
also invited to quote. Statistics reveal
that the bulk of their requirements
comprising duplicating paper, typing
paper, scribbling pads, case covers,
etc.,, have been purchased from the
Paper Corporation.
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Will he state
the names of the speakers who deli-
vered lectures on “ The Modern Sin-
hala Novel ” at the Literary Seminar
organized by the Department of Cul-
tural Affairs and which was held on
14th and 15th September, at the New
Town Hall, Colombo ? (b) What
literary works have they done ? (c)
Were their lectures printed before-
hand and, if so, how many copies ?
(d) What was the cost ?

A& GeRPBECE W MM uED (eSS By
M GBI 0wy S8Ae [OOSR
e2xOa.)

(O ar T ey Lo BT O Fer Bt s s—
SN, FTFITT, HeusTT YUDFFT TN
LT )

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—
on behalf of the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Will he give
the names of the speakers who deli-
vered lectures on “Modern Sinhala
Poetry ” at the Literary Seminar
organized by the Department of
Cultural Affairs and which was held
on 14th and 15th September, at the
New Town Hall, Colombo ? (b) What
literary works have they done ? (c)
What was the time allotted to each
speaker ? (d) Will he state the reason
for allowing Mr. Sarath Amunugama
to deliver a lecture which ran into
30 printed pages? (e) Was his
lecture printed beforehand, and if so,
how many copies were printed ?
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(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—
- on behalf of the Minister of Education
)and Cultural Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Will he state
the names of those persons who were
invited for the Literary Seminar
organized by the Department of
Cultural Affairs and which was held
on 14th and 15th September ? (b)
Why were invitations not extended
to all the recognized literary socie-
ties ? (c) What were the reasons for
giving preference to one literary
School ? (d) Will he hold an inquiry
into this; if so, when, and if not,
why ?
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(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—
on behalf of the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs)
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1948-56
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Defence and External
Affairs : (a) How many persons have
been granted Distinguished Ceylon
Citizenship from 1948 to 1956 ? (b)
What are their names and addresses ?
(c) Of them how many are business
men ?
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(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Co-
operatives and Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Defence and External
Affairs)
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aurtr? () S Qaron i@ S O
Bm195QsT B S s Quiar
oorey? (@) elusssEp @O U’
Qaror Bl 52T (6% & S IbaUT 5 & STAT el
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asked the Minister of Health and
Housing : (a) Is he aware that a loan
of Rs. 972,000 was given before 1956
to Mrs. E. L. de Cosme by the De-
partment of National Housing for a
Housing Scheme at Lady McCallum’s
Drive, Kandy ? (b) How much has
been repaid by Mrs. Cosme? (c)
Does she re-pay the loan on the
terms laid down in the agreement and
when was the last instalment paid ?
(d)How many houses have been
completed and what is the present
value of the houses and the land ?

DG AECTTHY AN OE (owmams @
Hoe DOwD S ¥OH)

(G@sarTay Ufﬁa%ﬁ,‘g’:w Lﬂ@@,ﬁ'-*£‘ﬂ£“’-
ﬁS‘l?L..GU}LDL}L{ IDILFFT)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud—Minis-
ter of Health and Housing)

(@) Two loans aggregating
Rs. 972,000 were sanctioned in 1955
to Mrs. E. L. Cosme for the purpose
of constructing 35 houses on a land
in Kandy. She has drawn a sum
of Rs. 914000 in instalments. In
view of the unsatisfactory manner in
which the scheme was being carried
out, further payments have been
withheld. Pavments have been made
in the period June 1955 to August
1957. (b) Not a single instalment
has been repaid. (¢) No. (d) (1)
42 houses have been completed. Of
these, 14 are twin houses, 27 single
houses. The last is a 2 storeved

1963 e50n &8 21

2614
SHEm EEQS
building, completed, but in a bad
state of repair. Foundations have

been laid for 2 more houses. (2)
Valuation is proceeding.

e@8CE wuN» & Y.

(Bw. Qe Quir@enGL )

(Mr. Meryl Fernando)

Could the Hon. Minister tell this
House what action the Commissioner
for National Housing has taken
against Mrs. Cosme in view of the
statement now made by the Hon.
Minister that Mrs. Cosme has not re-
paid a single instalment of the loan ?

(Q@orror LIBU ST LLPDALS)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

‘I have just indicated that I have
asked our officers to value the
buildings put up by her in order to
take them over if she says she
cannot pay the instalments.

@B 253, 8. es3e88
G513 )

(Qu_rgi_i erer. erd. QuUGTrrr—un_ g uirps

(53canY

Cgmi o)
(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

Is the Hon. Minister satisfied that
she has carried out the terms of the
agreement in so far as the actual
buildings are concerned ? In other
words, has she conformed to the
terms of the agreement by actually
putting up buildings ? Are there
buildings ? Before instalments are
paid, the department must be satis-
fied that a considerable amount of
work has been done. Has that been
verified, and is the department
satisfied ?

0 AECLEY QWYY

(QaarToy LGS HaT ADAPS |

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

I stated that, in view of the un-
satisfactory manner in which the
scheme was being carried out,
further payments were withheld. So,
we are not satisfied with the way she
has put up those buildings. Also, she
has not paid back a red cent to the
department. In view of this, we have
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[e& #8cdEs 98]
asked our officers to value the
property so that we may take it over
if she is not prepared to repay the

money.

3. & 8. ey dw. (S cng®
cedm @5Y%)

51;'5’ 5. Qseripar—06lSrapLoL]

( f@(?b I?
:r:ir__f{s‘[.@ (@)1 5w L_TLh __g]{m‘]&;‘si‘ﬁseurf)

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman)—Second
Colombo Central)

According to the Hon. Minister’s
reply, nothing seems to have been
done about this matter until the hon.
Member for Moratuwa (Mr. Meryl
Fernando) tabled a Question, and
then the Hon. Minister took action.
At what stage was action taken by
the Commissioner ? What is the
date of the first action ?

o0& ALces o8y
(Qserras LIBLS S LLADEPS )
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

From this Answer I could see that
until 1957 she was paid. Payments
were stopped because she had not
repaid any instalments and the
department was not satisfied.

OB .

( Ben. QsarioeT)
(Mr. Keuneman)

When was any action taken to
recover the money or to do anything
else about the money ? From 1957
until 1963 nothing has happened. Has
the Hon. Minister gone into the
question why nothing has happened ?

o Aeelesy 0w 8y
Y (QaarTar L@us B LoD )
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

I am sorry I am not able to say
categorically what happened between
1957 and now, but anyhow I have
taken action to get the property
valued so that it may be taken over.

Rewnidn 0535 @eIDE®

2616
nm B8RS

e’ ® Bores ©OeW &EBWGEDBY
Qnoh 9 DEES

Q& mewLh

AmCurr SerL g S e

fewiys  Cariim: @y

COSME HOUSING ESTATE :
TENANTS

9. ¢d8C VMY ¢ Dean.
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(Mr. Meryl Fernando)
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asked the Minister of Health and
Housing: (a) Is he aware that
Mrs. E. L. de Cosme who was granted
a housing loan of Rs. 972,000 by the
Department of National Housing is
harassing her tenants by not repairing
the houses, by not providing water for
domestic consumption and by not
maintaining the approach roads to
the houses in the Cosme Housing
Estate built with the housing loan ?
(b) Is he aware that Mrs. Cosme has
been harassing her tenants particu-
larly after they appeared before the
Rent Control Board and got the rent
reduced to assessed rent? (c¢) Will
he consider the feasibility of taking
over the Cosme Housing Estate and
giving over the houses to the tenants
on a hire-purchase system ?

o AECE & QWO

(Qaarsa 1L1BusSer LEDEPS )

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

(a) A sum of Rs. 914,000 has been
granted to Mrs. Cosme. Representa-
tions have been made by the tenants
about failure to effect repairs to
houses, inadequacy of the supply of
water, and defective maintenance of
approach roads. (b) The tenants have
made this allegation but it has not
been investigated. (¢) A decision
whether the land and houses should
be sold by public auction in its
entirety or in separate blocks, house
by house, or should be bought by the
Government and the houses given
out on rent purchase terms will be
considered as soon. as valuation
reports are available.

c@8CE wmnsYe Ocn.

r"@@. Quofley G @gyemrGe_ir )

(Mr. Meryl Fernando)

Is the Hon. Minister aware that the
Assistant Commissioner of Housing,
Kandy, visited this housing scheme
and made an investigation and on his
report could the Hon. Minister say

1963 exn @& 21
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whether any action was taken against
Mrs. de Cosme for cutting off the
water supply and harassing ‘the
tenants ?

a& ATEE & VW EY
(QsorTa LISULSDer LLADAPD )
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)
Action is being taken.

cO8E wrnsY¢ Do,

(Sm. Quofs -Quff’(@sa%r?:_sr)

(Mr. Meryl Fernando)

Why was no action taken earlier ?

B ccrBe@sIned A sy Sw.
oLl s Sewmssorsemnss Crips

l@{iﬁ. LIT G T 6T

MR. BASCARAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING
DS BN WD

(FLim prussir )
(Mr. Speaker)
Questiion No. 11.

O& AECE ¢ VW QY
(Qaorrey L1BUSSer b@ave 03 )
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

I ask for time because we have not
got all the facts about Mr. Bascaran.

Comh eMCE 6 ¢ WD D AE
ow eGiewy 05 &s Swicsi DED.
ADED. sV .

Qarapliys sgms w0 Ogsruar  Sore)
@HJ‘.!I}'.@-II'-.‘;: F i &) jﬁ@. L Qaney. L1 Qeruy.
Qi @yer G

MR. W. W. FERNANDO, LOCO ENGINE DRIVER,
CEYLON OILS AND FATS CORPORATION

12. Bdaee c@sY 8’ Q. (29®)
( Sl m- Qroewrigow—asL 1 e )
(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis—Katana)
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asked the Minister of Commerce and
Industries: (a) Is he aware that
Mr. W. W. Fernando, who joined the
Ceylon Oils and Fats Corporation,
Seeduwa, as a Fitter on 2nd February,
1955, was appointed as a Loco Engine
Driver of the corporation in January,
1957, on daily pay on Rs. 3.30 with a
rate of annual increments of 10 cenis
a year ? (b) Does he perform fune-
tions similar to those performed by
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Loco Drvivers of the Colombo Port
Commission ? (c¢) If not, what is the
difference in the functions of the two
drivers ? (d) If he does perform the
duties of a Loco Drvier of the
Colomho Port Commission, will he
place him on an annual salary of
Rs. 1,680—Rs. 72—Rs. 2,184, the salary
scale presently paid to Loco Drivers
of the Colombo Port Commission ?

e N P S

DG COVUDHC O TNBNGD
et S e (0 S
(CigaiTay SMLLSBITILTG lo&Fal hTuss )

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

(a) Yes. (b) The volume of work
and responsibility of the Ceylon Qils
and Fats Corporation Loco Driver
differ from those of the Loco Driver
of ithe Colombo Port Commission.
(c) Apart from the driving responsi-
bility for the locomotive which are
more or less the same in both institu-
tions, a Loco Driver of the Colombo
Port Commission has to handle
approximately 120 wagons a day and
cover over 20 miles of track in the
port. The Loco Driver of the Ceylon
Oils and Fats Corporation on the
other hand has only to handle on an
average 150-200 wagons a month and
to cover approximately 1 mile of

track. (d) Does not arise in view of
(b) and (c).

OBy &g’ s,
( ,@@‘ Groemrig ow )
(Mr. Mendis)

The information furnished by the
Hon. Minister in regard to Loco
Driver Mr. Fernando is wrong. On
an average he handles 600 wagons a
month. Therefore, I ask the Hon.
Mirister to kindly look into this
matter. I am sure the facts the Hon.
Minister has obtained are wrong.

DS, COVFLIC ©id BNBNED
(Qsorrer ewsHAure Goerpruds)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

My information is that, but if the
hon. Member says more wagons than
the number I have stated are worked
I will certainly investigate the matter.
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TEACHERS FOR DANCING AND ORIENTAL
MUSIC : BASIS OF RECRUITMENT
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(Mr. Stanley Molligoda—Niwitigala)

GBIV o0 ot B WOWY EE

A :0Bewsy Gy Y&®DE: (§)
gOMBE GcHEmedsingd B8z cud

Ea @ @ weBmw ween QASE Y
Aty vy caArTew =mO® DO«
gmPe? () 08 gofmnir
88w ©EB BEHEwm mDedT e ? (@)
crTes ©88a wEmushng LI IB®
B8 DVelsw ¢ ? (&) c®®
ged sy «lmn 9y AT
erss, ©®a =SmEennl BB
D65 casTer'sY I BEHEw
3857 29 On® ecx e ? (&) e9®
DO SebiRonDw HEmmed 8OO O

Qo0
= =Y e = B = -
BDemebhny ) DYesy DI ?
ST FFTT SIS T

de (o)
FE8 Fib i p s ps

S o0eH, DYOLEF F DT E

Cat sLann, Sippre Qg
5% &

2@ iflwiir ser

FNGH &
6T Gi;suzg.t_'u.mmf_ugsi)

(25)
srig@acr ufl Rémn o HCUTrss s

SO & e

Bunf&s @& s peri ? Sy

wri 2 (@) oyarsons@ Cpiapsiiif e

BLTEgnb o5 HCursssp wri 2 (&) wifl

Frig@atr’  ufl Qlwermn  Cpiapsl

o . . . . .
Lt B SEams et grGerer

vamg o  gpleurar ? (o) @3 oD

srQurip g S PIIS D

o 505058 5 ?

9T & T BI&LD

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a¢) What is the
basis on which teachers for Dancing
and Oriental Music are recruited by
the Department of Education ? (b)
Who is the officer who examines these
candidates ? (¢) Who is the officer
who interviews them ? (d) Is he
aware that the same person examines
and interviews the candidates ? (e)
When dozs the Government intend to
remedy this anomaly ?
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(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—
on behalf of the Minister of Education
and Cultural Affairs)
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FEMALE ASSISTANT TEACHER FOR JlPOKKA—
RUPPU G. T. M. SCHOOL
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(I eE—¥. 8DpsIcé® @w. ¢D5320)

(Qur&Lii #F. erib. 65. BT & BT H6T— 56D DI
—5m. a. Qas o Friirs)

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur—om:
behalf of Mr. A. Shivasunderam)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs : (a) Is he aware that
the J/Pokkaruppu G.T.M. School has
had no female assistant teacher for
the last several years? (b) Is he
aware that the then Minister of Edu-
cation promised to send one early
when the same question was raised an
year ago? (c) If so, will he take
steps to appoint a female assistant
without delay ?

A& AECTED QY PE (gmsm om
wotd B WOw B8 OB 0n
290)

(Qaororar  LSYGFer  LLADELPG—S66H
GOTFFNT GHAUIBTT YGHIDFFT FITTLITES)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud—on be-
half of the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs)

(a) Yes. This is a remote school
where there are no living facilities for
female teachers. (b) Yes. It was not
possible to persuade non-district
female teachers to proceed to this re-
mote school on transfer. (¢) Yes. A
district female teacher will be posted

to this school from 1.1.1964.

»/eD&HSC BrYe cc®g Sy mEO
Q&G

Coy/Caireiler Qpa & & LUTLEFTH :
cg,@fﬂzugﬁ

J|VERAVIL HINDU T. M. SCHOOL : TEACHERS

10. 8. ¥J. gCoe Y Den. (O5I50
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(B . a. yoraCsrer—iner@)i— .
oI Raus FETh FITUTE)

(Mr. V. A. Alegacone—Mannar—on
behalf of Mr. A. Shivasunderam) -
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs : (a) Is he ware that
the J/Veravil Hindu T. M. School has
had no female assistant teacher for
the last several months ? (b) If so,
will he see that a female assistant is
sent without delay ? (c) Is he further
aware that the same school has had
no headmaster from 1.9.63 ? (d) If so,
will he take steps to transfer a head-
master to this school immediately as
there is only one teacher at this school
at present ?

oG AT VFQE (gRmsm »
wotd By DO B8&Ae OB oY
Q)

(SEserTai m@j}j@pﬁ——&ﬁb&@,

SNTEFFTr HOGTT QDT FTTLTS)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud—on be-
half of the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs)

Yes. This is a very remote school
and there are no living facilities for
female teachers. (b) Action has been
been taken to post a district female
teacher from 1.1.64. (c) Yes. There is
no. permanent headmaster. A senior

LGy s B e
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Tamil trained teacher is acting as
headmaster. (d) A permanent head-

master will be sent to the school when
transfers are made from 1.1.64.

o5 @He® gomdw: J. OC.
SLIDNBIEEY ©cdd.
wrTS(hEs e : B F. ere.
'f?aam(fﬁmu&%as
Leave or ABSENCE: MR. E. L.
SENANAYAKE

cB. @S, CwISQm» .
R SYPxm O'F))

(¢m e

*5‘57@ Ggg. %ayf. gwsuf:'r,._-a\m__ g&;;r@m%i
5D@ PSOTLE YESS S )

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—First Col-
ombo South)

[ move,

“That Mr. E. L. Senanayake, Member
for Kandy, be granted leave under Sec-
tion 24(1) (e) of the Ceylon (Constitu-
tion) Order in Council, 1946, to be absent
from the Sittings of the House for a
period of three months from 21st Novem-
ber, 1963.”

<. &. dLeh Q. (s o)

( Bp. erth. 2. LTI T—anBEISTHTOS S 5 )

(Mr. M. D. Banda—Hanguranketa)
38 686 »ém» e

& ¢ I¥Es G . smmzEedm .

oo FHe® qUucw: aBE

‘@%ﬁofi) .
wrrSmés y@ws: Hwm. gyefn
(peTFman
LEAVE OF ABSENCE : MR. ANIL
MOONESINGHE
e’ € 9endBAm . (eamed)
([ B Qavevell (@ ewreu GeT—LIT & 5
F>p)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

“ 1946 Gomn (goend) BO) Siheged
24 (1) (8) eFew wdery gucds’eny
VYRS ¢BE Yenlord @wmmne 1963
N PRY 21 9 & HO e P2
NE 9% 9e8DCe I8RO ev%
8800 gdudn & wHs” 8 O
@SBy DHEBN.

1963 o020 @& 21

2626
@55 gm AGew @DIWD
@rdw . 8. cwedd
(Qur&Li erer. erw. QuGrom)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
B8z 886 wdx GE.

o mu Vum B, monud®@m o,

VD) TSRIEOE DIGD)
FeNLI I GIGUN

Business oF THE HOUSE

O B. 8. ¢ 8D (920, wSAnda
2 IEC DG SEAC G OB ¥n HENBNWGLD

(Qsarray &. G. 1y Rdar—srenfl, prcs
hereen s
apmSah)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

LIT &F T, IYDILEF FHD — FENLI

cO¥ cwidsnd @ QE8HBEY WS :

© e BHEW B DOANOE gowm 1 &
b ¢l 18 Buwwzsy BEae 2@ gc E»
Add8e®E gom 8 cben 5NDS Bewlmewd S
Ihmesfensy Hewe 8w wme.”

DNBENGDDNOE, eéL e GOBY
D BOHDD, HdMw BHGW god 1 8
Go® 2 9 @K w@d® WS B
FO@BB D, oz 1 cbem T BE5nd
DG DG VDB VDB, God 2 3B e
B Bes'eed 2095 DG Qe SHHE.

adda . . cuveddh

(QL.r&L_i erer. ertn. QuUGTmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

8 17D Bedmd——
ad & 8. ¢ 8
(Qsorrer &. (F. 19 Hovarr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

50 S8 BedYe®. g 1 88e
Sew WEBY glwm® e & 118
dedd® O I®S. & 11 8 &’
Gozd 1 gOen® WEBTIO M deemsI——

@ndw DDED. cONGD

('5@)1?’;29@ I_f_.IGYﬂiLf'. BE@D)I & )
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
96 BmESBNSY ?
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2627 BDew s 9538 VedRE: 2628
exE &% DGewW DOWD I8 Ve DGed DOum
WO C BECRCH » Own. (e2IDed) SN E BCHSN B .

(Blap. v rarel Gassrsar—CsrCL)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne—Kotte)
el &t o GTEBND BB
Besnc ? e’ m Doamd. [ B8] We will push the Item through.

te

(‘Q@ GWL_11 &T 60 Bos s 7 e )
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

oG & 8. ¢ BEDd
(Qaorray 8. 9. i Devaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva) (Quréi praprser)
DG DONGPODNOE, 53 6D (Dr. Naganathan)

2308. &g 110 m® BedsTem =i Will the Hon. Leader of the House

8% &. give us the assurance that we will
finish at 11 p.m. in any case ?

eeDennde masnesy

WO E BEHSH » .
(&m. ev_Torel Sossr ser)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne) a& AECE &Y O 9
11 © 51638, c®®me Dee’ 7.30 R} (Qserrey LBWSGar waveps )
WOC gD Jed stfew sy 5. (The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

If we finish Item 1 we can adjourn

DS BNGED DS
2 even at 7 p.m.

(FUr Bruwsi)
(Mr. Speaker)

6wI 5N 8ENd ODmeme ?
3 N ’ : @& 8. 8. ¢ 8E &

ad 57 RIG (Cserras &. 1. 19 Geévaur)
(Qsorron oymssHeni ) (The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
(Hon. Members) I

want Item 1 passed.
S48, P
GO C BDEHSH 3 Sen. SRV ¢,
((‘5-)@' @.‘Ul_.ﬂ_ﬁﬁf—@a r@ﬁlk‘iic?i?f&é@:ﬂ') r,lzﬁqu\_)ﬂ_ @&WL{J@ET)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)
e® ey H(RVICC 9B cecryem mnt.
[8 5&8]. Will the Hon. Leader of the House
amend his Motion to read thus:

(Mr. Keuneman)

a& S. 8. 9CS » (8 @OB) “That the proceedings on Item 1 of

(Qaarrar . 9. Qavmsrger—pBHuews Public Business appearing on the Paper
be exempted at this day’s sitting from

) oyt the provisions of Standing Order No. 8.”
(The Hon. T. B. Ilangaratne-—Minister

of Finance)

May I please explain further what 8. >4
the Hon. Leader of the House has & .@@m’ Ve,
said ? We have got to get Item (B orib. 0. Lewr)
No. 1 through; otherwise we will (Mr. M. D. Banda)
not have it in force by the end of _
December, 1263. That is the most That is reasonable.
important item. If we finish Item
No. 1 by 11 p.m. we can adjourn
[Interruption]—or even earlier than @S QCeadw m
11 M. We can go on up to 10 or (Qsorror @evmesrger)
11 p.M. on Item No. 2 if you like or
we can adjourn till tomorrow once
Item 1 is finished. Ifmweocan finish this early——

(The Hon. Ilangaratn_e)
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e8x w®dBw:

DI Y
,_f'l@@. G?a;mwsir}‘
(Mr. Keuneman)

This is cnly a Motion to exempt
proceedings {rom the provisions of
Standing Order No. 8.

NG YCoNSHY B

(Q@arToy @e)msT H6T)

I(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

We want Item 1 to be finished at
any cost. If there is time and if the

House wants to we can continue with
Item No. 2 till 11 p.m. |

CW™BITBY e
(8. Qzerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You intend to stop at 11 p.m. what-
ever happens ?

8. 8. @l Q:VERD . (gD’
s8¢ ¢
(B o 15 2y . @ aur gar— g6l Frand)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

—

It is better to know the position
very clearly. We should limit the
Motion to Item No. 1 only. Would
an Hon. Minister move that the
Motion be amended so that it would
apply to Item No. 1?

1963 e ®23 21

2630
DB D e
a& & 8. & 8CD
(Ozorres #. (. g HAewarr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I accept that. I move,

“That the proceedings on Item 1 of
Public Business appearing on the Paper
be exempted at this day’s sitting, from
the provisions of Standing Order No. 8."

gdme Sum 8 mwm x889m Da.

eUICAED LVIFew
eDIBS T
st gymisGsour wCFrHT
PrivATE MEMBERS' BILLS
CEYLON ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE BILL
b Dy, 8. cuedsh
(Q_r& i erer. erin. Qubrrir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
I move,

“That leave be granted to introduce a
‘Bill to Incorporate the Ceylon Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science’.”

@de e 35 @8, ¢ BT (B
Ic-aod D)

(G_mrdL 7 Gasroveller Iy

0 B auGn—ac0H o )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia)

I second the Motion with great
pleasure,
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(sorp s liefly. sseudss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Mr. Speaker, it is somewhat diffi-
cult to follow through the proposal
made by the Hon. Minister, because
the schedule that is given in the
Motion before the House does not
divide up the articles into the various
categories that were mentioned by
the Hon. the Minister.

Secondly, nowhere is it indicated
what the increase or decrease in duty
is over a particular article.

Thirdly, one finds that the articles
mentioned by the Hon. Minister in
the course of his remarks a little
while ago are not mentioned speci-
fically in the schedule. Therefore, Mr.
Speaker, it is somewhat difficult to
examine these matters with the care
that this question deserves. So, I trust
that whatever remarks we make will
be accepted in relation to the prin-
ciples that we would like the Govern-
ment to follow in regard to the im-
position of the duties on the various
articles that are mentioned in this
Motion.

Now, Sir, we agree that it is neces-
sary that local industries should be
encouraged and fostered, but we have
failed to see any attempt being made
to give the consumer a fair deal in
regard to certain articles that are
manufactured locally. Firstly, we ask
that the article in question should be
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available in adequate quantities :
secondly, we ask that the quality of
the article should be up to standard.

I am afraid that the Government
has been very negligent in regard to
the second point that I mentioned just
now. We had been promised for the
last few years a bureau that would
look after the standard or the quality
of the locally made articles, but such
a bureau has not yet been established.

Permission is being given to set up
local industries indiscriminately with-
out reference to the feasibility of such
a project. For instance, I do not know
on what ground permission has been
given to set up a second brewery for
the manufacture of beer somewhere
in the suburbs of Colombo. You do
not know on what grounds of eco-
nomy or of industrial advance such a
permit has been given. So that the
whole question of industrialization
and the allied question of duties that
should be imposed on consumer goods
are being dealt with in a very cava-
lier fashion by men in the Treasury
who do not understand the needs of
the people.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to lay the
charge against the Government that
decisions in regard to import duties
are being made without reference to
the needs of the people. To take one
example, there is the question of
medicinal herbs that are needed for
ayurvedic decoctions.

During the last year, the cost of
ayurvedic decoctions to the poor
people of this country has gone up in
certain cases by 500 per cent. The
Hon. Minister is aware that notwith-
standing the strides that have been
made during the last few decades to
advance Western medical knowledge
in this country, over 75 per cent.
of the people still resort to ayurvedic
treatment. The cost of ayurvedic
treatment had been very low. Some-
times, a decoction may cost only ten
cents. A decoction which cost ten
cents two years ago costs nearly a
rupee today. That is one instance
which shows that import duties have
been imposed or restrictions have

Bewldm @Y eRDEw®
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been made on the importation of arti-
cles without a reference to the needs
of the people.

If you go through this list you will
be able to find other instances over
which the same criticisms ean be
made. I like to ask the Minster : Who
is the authority and who are the offi-
cers who make these lists ? Do they
consult public bodies or public men
who know about these things ? Do
they invite criticism ? g

Now, let us take an example. Why
should you allow earthenware pots
and pans to come into this country ?
You find pots and pans mentioned
among the articles listed on page 10.
Why should you allow eggs to come
into this country ? You find eggs also
mentioned on page 10. Why should
you allow fresh flowers to come into
this country ? You find fresh flowers
mentioned on page 11.

The position taken up by some is
that, now that there is a very high
tariff, there is no objection o allow-
ing things like fresh flowers to come
in. I do not agree with that conten-
tion. I do not think it is of any use
to allow such things as fresh flowers
to be imported into this country. This
country should find for itself all the
flowers that it needs; and all the
flowers found in all parts of the world
can be grown in Ceylon. So that
nobody would be affected by a com-
plete ban on the importation of
fresh flowers.

Where there is a high tariff, it is
not always possible to keep out
imports. Now, there is a high tariff
on jams, jellies and marmalades men-
tioned on page 13. I am informed that
the trade had outwitted the Customs
authorities by importing jams and
jellies in bulk instead of importing
them in closely packed tins as they
are usually imported. = There is 1o
reason whatsoever why jams and jel-
lies should be imported into Ceylon
because we can make all the jams and
jellies that we need.
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(Qzorres @avmsrsar)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

The duty is 150 per cent. to 300 per
cent. on those items.

@Hde ADED. evnwum

(seor 55 L tiofly. saEusEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Yes, that is the rate. I think some
-of the items here, in respect of which
a very high tariff is charged, should
be banned. Their importation must
not be allowed into the country.
There are certain other articles over
which a high tariff should not be
placed. I think in this respect the
Treasury officials have been acting in
a very unintelligent manner. You will
find that there is a very high tariff on
diamonds and also on certain types of
cheap precious stones. I think the
Hon. Minister said that the tariff was
300 per cent.

I made representations to the
Treasury that there are over ten
thousand people employed in the local
costume jewellery trade, for whom
cheap precious stones go to make an
essential item so far as their manu-
facturing processes are concerned.
‘Cheap stones are imported. They are
polished locally. They are then set
into costume jewellery. Some of this
costume jewellery is exported, some
of it is sold in the home market,

Now, there must be at least ten
thousand persons employed in this
industry. They now find that they
have to lose their form of employ-
ment. So, representations were made
to the officials of the Industries
Department and to the officials in the
Treasury that cheap stones of the
varieties that are needed for setting
up costume jewellery should be’
allowed to come in on easy and low
terms of tarifff But no such
‘concession has been given.

Now, if, as a result of your mani-
pulation of tariffs and the imposition
of import duties, you kill an industry,
what in effect are you doing ? You
are sabotaging the efforts of the
Government to improve the Jot of the
4
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people. If ten thousand families have
lost their livelihood as a result of the
imposition of a very high rate oi
tariff on cheap precious stones, or as
a result of a ban on the importation
of these precious stones. I ask you :
What have you achieved by such a
ban ? You have not saved much ex-
change. At the same time, you have
driven people out of work. I suppose
one of the aims behind these moves
is to see that there is greater employ-
ment in the country ; but, by the im-
position of certain import duties you
have undoubtedly brought about a
lessening of the avenues of employ-
ment.

May I just mention one other
instance that had been brought to the
notice of the Hon. Minister in this
House by me. There are a large
number of shoe manufacturers in
Ceylon who need certain types of
leather for their work. A complete
ban on the importation of such varie-
ties of leather as these bodt and shoe
makers needed, had resulted in these
boot and shoe makers losing their
employment completely. That is s
matter that should have been looked
into ; but, notwithstanding our pro-
tests and representations made by
the people concerned, no action has
been taken by the Government.

I have already said that there are
certain items which should be com-
pletely banned from being imported.
There are certain other items, the
coming in of which should be en-
couraged. Take, for instance, bee-
keeping appliances and parts thereof
mentioned on page 5. Bee-keeping
is a little cottage industry which
deserves to be encouraged. Today,
no efforts are being made to encou-
rage bee-keeping. Even the Agricul-
tural Department forgets that the
encouragement of bee-keeping should
be one of its normal activities. Here,
you find bee-keeping appliances and
parts thereof being imposed a fairly
heavy import duty.

Take another case—parts of bicy-
cles. Today, the position of the cye-
list is a very bad one. We have had
quite, a, number of petitions being
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sent to us by those who use bicycles.
They have told us that they are not
able to buy tyres, tubes and wvarious
cycle parts. They have told us that
they have got to come in time to
their offices and that thousands ot
them, tens of thousands of them,
make use of bicycles for the purpose.
The bus services are not regular and
the only way in which they can come
to their offices is on a bicycle. Why
is it that you discourage the importa-
tion of bicycle parts ? In my view,
we should permit bicycle parts to
come in on a very low tariff. There
are certain items of food which
through a very mistaken notion have
had very high import duties imposed
on them. Take one case: Page 7
mentions cheese. The duty on cheese
is 110 per cent. Cheese has undoub-
tedly become a food of the rich man
under this system of duties. Why
should cheese be the food of the rich
man ? Why should it not be an item
of the poor man’s diet? I feel that
it should be our aim to make our
working classes take nutritious food ;
we should encourage them to take
such food as cheese. Now you find
here a very heavy duty being placed
on cheese. Cheese will probably
become the preserve of folk in
Cinnamon Gardens and in the
restaurant of the House of Represen-
tatives. The ordinary man will
not be able to give you a  piece
of cheese even at one of his
colourful “ At Homes”. When there
is a wedding party in a village work-
ing-class home and there is an “At
Home ” table set out, you will see no
cheese there, because it will be impos-
sible for the ordinary man to buy
cheese.

There are certain other items also
of which the same remarks could be
made. Coffee is one. Why do you
place such a very high tariff on
coffee ? Is it to encourage local pro-
duction ? I have not seen any coffee
plants being extensively planted dur-
ing the last few years. On the other
hand all I know is that the price of
coffee has shot up five-fold and coffee
has become a delicacy #0bhe drunk
only by the very rich. nlodemot see
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why you should grudge the ordinary
man having a cup of coffee. Surely,
by allowing coffee to be imported into-
Ceylon, you are not going to lose
much exchange. Then why is it that
such items as coffee figure in this list
of items on which a high duty is
imposed ?

As you look through this list you
come across items about which you
are unable to agree with the decisions.
that have been made. I like to know
under what circumstances watches
were allowed to be imported very
recently by a Borella man. You will
remember that the importation of
watches was completely banned in
July 1960. That was three years ago.
The country accepted that ban as a
correct ban. So for three years we
went on without the importation of
watches. A ban was imposed on the
importation of watches because I
believe it was discovered that
the greater part of the watches that
were imported were finding their way
through smugglers into India. When
that fact was established, the Govern-
ment thought that there should be
a ban on the importation of watches.
The Government imposed such a ban
in July 1960 and the country accepted
that ban as a correct ban.

What  happened recently is
shrouded in some mystery. Suddenly
one individual from Borella was given
an import licence to import Rs. 23
lqkhs worth of watches. This import
licence given to the Borella man
caused quite a stir in trade circles.
They began to ask various questions,
how, when, why, where, wherefore,
and I am afraid the Government has
not answered these questions. Instead,
When the criticism reached a very
hlgh pitch, the Minister concerned
issued a communique in which it was
stated that the person who was given
a licence to import watches had been
prevented from importing a certain
quota in 1960. The communique said
that the person concerned had in fact
ordered some watches in 1960, which
order had been prevented from being
executed because of the ban. There-
fore, the communique added that it
was, thought reasonable to restore to
himchis lost opportunity three years
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after the event. That is what the
Government stated in its communique
in an attempt to explain away the
recent import licence given to a
Borella man.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am afraid that
that excuse that was given in the
communique was a very lame one.
The Borella man was not the only
man in Ceylon whose orders for
watches placed abroad in 1960 had
been cancelled before their execution.
There are quite a number of others
whose orders placed before the im-
position of the ban had not been exe-
cuted when the ban came into
operation. That such things should
happen is in the nature of things.
When you impose a ban, the ban
sometimes catches up with those who
have continuing orders. Now, the
Borella man was not singular in such
experience.

g. 0. 3.8

DSIBNBED B )
(S:UaTrfb‘ﬂ'HJéEa'f)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! Mr. Deputy-
Chairman will now take the Chair.
GORED BDHEID Yorumewsy @iy
Jewsy, mudm won Bewdds BEEBHDS  es
85058 e,

Nl WDED. e

(srglE L dofly. seeuss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

So, if the Borella man was given a
licence to import watches to the tune
of 23 lakhs of rupees, on the same

argument so many others should have
been given similar quotas.

Then, Sir, yet another question
arises. How is it that the authorities
concerned opened their eyes to this
case three years after the event ? 1
have said before that many of the
things that are happening in the
Department of Imports and Exports
need to be looked into carefully. 1
do not think that department is
getting on quite well. This watch deal
should be closely investigated, At
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any rate it has created quite a sensa-
tion in trade circles and many unkind
things are being said against the
Government, I do not wish to say
anything unkind. All that I say is
that you must explain how and why
such an import licence was given. If
it was given without a valid reason,
if it was given without sufficient
cause, then I say that the person who
gave that licence should be dealt
with. Can it be said that there is a
shortage of watches in this country
and that it became imperative that
somebody should import 2% lakhs of
rupees worth of watches ? Then why
was this particular individual singled
out for this favour ? These are all
questions that should be investigated
by the Hon Minister concerned.

I learn that from the beginning of
January next, that is, in the next two
months, we are once again going to
have apples and grapes. I do not
know what the duty will be on

apples and grapes. It is not stated in
this list,

@ds o8 @B ¢ B
(QOr& i Qasrevalar . 19 SDeveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It is there; three hundred per
cent.

@rHde DDED. evnwd
(srf g 1 Ciofy. FE@WG )
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

On what page is that ?

&2ade emmE Sy @l . ¢ 8@

(O_r&i_i Qsreveder Dy 19 Heveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It ds under * Fruit?”, .at jpage 12,
lines 10 to 14.

e DED. cvrznem
(s 5 5 tLrafluy. BE@DIG )
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Fresh Fruits: Apples and grapes :
300 per cent.

Now, Sir, in regard to the impor-
tation of apples and grapes that will
take place very soon, I wish to raise
two important matters. The first
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question is, why is it that you are
proposing to give a monopoly of the
importation to one firm ?

Will the Hon. Minister please pay
attention. I have heard this said by
people who indulge in veedhi katha in
trains and trolleys and in other public
places—that one single individual or
one single firm is to be given the
monopoly of importing apples and
grapes. I did not pick this up from
any newspaper ; I picked it up from
veedhi katha. Is that true ?

A&, OCNSHY B

(Qzerres @)evrisr o)

(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

There is no provision at all in the
foreign exchange budget for the
import of grapes and apples. I might
explain that some of the items
included in this list are not imported
at all. What has been done here is to
mention the figure that might be paid
as import duty in case some person,
bona fide, brings apples and grapes
into this country. In such a case the
customs authorities will impose that
high duty. It is not the case that
every article mentioned in this list
can be brought for sale here.

a2l WDED. NG
(sorfl@ 1 lefly. sesE@uds)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I have to thank the Hon. Minister
for his explanation.

J. S snem Ow. (D o®)
(B @ 1s@uss—asGss50n)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake—Wattegama)

Does ithis mean that you are not
going to allow the importation of
apples and grapes ?

& @Godﬁffﬁ
(Q@serres @OEIST G )
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

There is an Import Committee and
it has not taken any decision-yet.

6w S 08I VeFDE®
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&Hndw IDED. cHBNGD

(ser 5l & L Liefluy. FE@U&GS )

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

A Government spokesman, I believe
it was some Hon. Minister or other,
recently told us that apples and
grapes would be permitted to be
imported but on a very high duty.

O& 9CoDSDY B

(Qserres @om T Ser)

(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

The Import Control Department
comes under the Ministry of Com-
merce, but as far as the Import
Committee is concerned—Treasury
officials also sit on that Committee—
I have no information that they are
intending to allow grapes and apples
to be inported.

Hrnda ADE2. cHrNGD

(soorps L lofly. ss@uss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I do not know whether that is the
last word on the matter. From what
we hear preparations have been made
to import apples and grapes on a very
high duty. If you decide to import
apples and grapes, we do not want
you to hand over that task of importa-
tion to one single individual. That
is my first point.

My second point is, are you justified
in imposing such a high duty as 300
per cent. on apples and grapes?
These are fresh fruits that perish in
no time and it does not look as if any
valuable purpose is served by making
the price of apples and grapes beyond
the reach of the ordinary man. If
you place a duty of 300 per cent. on
apples and grapes, an apple will cost
as much as Re. 1 and a pound of
grapes as much as Rs. 7.50. Then
who will be able to eat apples and
grapes ? It will be only the black-
marketeer and the capitalist. Then
why import them at all ?

O QCoNSHY %
(Qazorres @avinsr o)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)
They are banned.
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(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

It is better that there should be a
ban on apples and grapes rather than
that there should be a duty of 300
per cent.

My plea is that you should allow
apples and grapes to come in but on
avery low duty. Why do I make that

plea ? It is because we do not have
enough fruits to eat. I make that
charge against the Agricultural

Department, which has worked dur-
ing the last fifty years, that we do
not have enough fruits to eat.

Take the case of mangoes. A mango
today costs 75 cents, and if you buy
half a dozen mangoes you may not
be able to eat more than one or two
of them. So that unless you have a
tree yourself and pick the mangoes,
there is no chance of eating mangoes.

Then take the case of papaws.
There are not enough papaws in the
market with the result that you
purchase papaws that are not quite
fit for consumption. Some of the
papaws that are sometimes given in
our refreshment room are not too
good. What are the local fruits you
can eat ?

SeVeMmNT e TNGOBNEBY
(QréL ;i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)
Bananas.

Hnde ED. ewrzNnm
(s0rfB  Lofly. se@és)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I ask you why you should grudge
the people, the poor man, eating
apples and grapes. It seems to me
that it is only a sadistic Government
that can place a ban on the impor-
tation of apples and grapes. My plea
1s that the duty on apples and grapes
should be very low, almost nil.

Mr. Deputy-Chairman, you are
Probably aware, being from ancient
Ruhuna, that apples and grapes

nd a place in the Ayurvedic pharma-
Copoeia which is two thousand years
old. Apples and grapes @rezaieeded
5
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as valuable ingredients in various
decoctiong and wines which the ayur-
vedic physicisans prepare. They will
tell you that it iz very necessary that -
apples and grapes should be
imported.

CeDemNEw BNHNBNEBY
(Ch_mraL_j praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

An apple a day keeps the doctor
away !

&rnda DEL. NG

(sorBE L lefly. s&@EwsEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I am informed by the hon. Member
for Wattegama (Mr. A. Ratnayake)
that the Sinhalese word for grapes is
midi. The ayurvedic physicians need
this. So I would ask you to revise
your opinion in regard to the im-
portation of apples and grapes and
permit them to be imported freely.
At most you will lose about seven to
ten lakhs of rupees worth of ex-
change ; but still it is quite worth
your losing ever a million rupees in
foreign exchange by permitting the
people of Ceylon to buy apples and
grapes at cheap rates.

There is one more subject on
which I wish to offer a few remarks.
In page 21 of the Order Paper you
find mention made of musical instru-
ments. It is a strange thing that this
Government is trying to discourage
music.

eooeHmhdw O INESY

(C_masL i 'g;'n'a;rﬁrr{gsea"r)

(Dr. Naganathan)

“The man that hath no music
That is what they are. Do you know
the famous lines ?

e

#mnda DEL. cornem

(srflF lefluy. ss@Ewss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

The hon. Member for Nallur (Dr.
Naganathan) has reminded us that
Shakespeare told us that “the man
that hath no music in himself . . . .
is fit for treasons, stratagems and
spoils.” Let no such man be
trivmsted|
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Quite apar: from Shakespeare’s
wisdom or: the matter, I want to
point out to you that you are placing
a very high duty on certain musical
instruments that are needed for edu-
cational purposes. For instance, the
tape recorder and the gramophone
are both needed for work in the class-
rooms. The teacher who uses a tape
recorder or a gramophone is indeed
a good teacher. As a matter of fact,
one feels that the tape recorder and
the gramophone should be more
freely used in the class-rooms than
they are being used today. Suppose
you have a recital of music some-
where which a teacher wants to get
into a tape recorder for use in his
class-room, he comes with the tape
recorder tape-records the song and
takes it back to his school. Suppose
the Hon. Minister of Finance is de-
livering his tamous Budget speech
and the teacher thinks that a portion
of his peroration should be tape-
recorded as it would be suitable for
use in the class-room, he comes here
and with your permission he tape-
records the peroration of the Hon.
Minister of Finance on Budget Day
and takes it back to the school.

Mr. Deputy-Chairman, I was a
teacher, and if I were a teacher today
that is what I would do. It is not
necessary that everyone should come
here and fill our Galleries. You can
take the best of what is given here,
leaving out what is unseemly, and
take it back to the class-room through
the tape-recorder ; or you can buy
your records and also a gramophone.

Now why is it that you propose to
place a high rate of tariff on gramo-
phones, phonographs and radiograms,
and component parts and accessories?
That is what we are told on page 21.
Who is the individual who asked you
to place tbis type of restriction on
the importation of radiograms ?

Now that this matter has been
pointed oul to the Hon. Minister, I
hope that he will not hesitate to
delete this item completely from the
schedule. Let it not be said that this
Government, which is guilty of so

Bewldn 92535 OedDCw
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manty things, also wants to hark back
to the dark ages and to barbarism.
Let the Government encourage
things that need to be encouraged. If
there is one thing that needs to be
encouraged, it is music—good songs,
good singing and good music. There-
fore, let us have gramophones,
phonographs. radiograms and tape
recorders coming into the country
with hardly any duty being imposed
on them.

g. . 3.26

@Y e0q £k w. (AEBnd)

(B a5 Qror awr G35 gus{}.’éfma—@@m@ﬁm)

(Mr. Montague Jayewickreme—Weli-
gama)

The House will remember that
when the Hon. Minister of Commerce
and Industries moved a Bill, I men-
tioned how important it was to have
a bureau of standards. I am glad the
hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W.
Dahanayake) himself mentioned that
fact. Unfortunately, on that occa-
sion the Hon. Minister did not give
us a definite reply. I remember I
even made the suggestion that if this
country is unable to have the neces-
sary technical know-how immedi-
ately, it will be useful if some
attempt is made to get in touch with
the bureau cf standards in India.
The bureau of standards in India is
highly developed, and every article
that is locally manufactured has to
pass a test in regard to standard.

The increase in duty and the total
ban imposed on certain articles will
naturally help the local industrial
efforts of the people of this country.
At the same time, one has to safe-
guard the customer. We cannot
allow the customer to be duped and
we cannot allow small industries to
make money unconscionably. I
hope, therefore, that the Hon.
Minister will keep this matter in
mind because it is something that is
absolutely necessary when deter-
mining import control policy.

I should also Iike the Hon. Minister
to kindly remember one other
important matter, and that is that
local industrialists are selling locally
manufactured articles at almost the
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same price as the imported article.
I have been told on numerous
occasions that while it is very en-
couraging that a large number of
articles are being produced in this
country, unfortunately the benefits
are not enjoyed by the consumer.
When the importer has to pay a fairly
substantial tariff on imported
articles, particularly those that are
manufactured ir countries where the
cost of production is much higher
than in Ceylon, there is no reason
why the locally manufactured article
should cost as much as the imported
article. ,

These are important factors which
the Hon. Minister should keep in
mind because the full effect of local
production can be passed down to the
people of the country only if there is
strict control of the standards that
we expect of the local manufacturers
as well as a check on the prices.
Because, Sir, by stopping the im-
portation of certain articles you will
be really creating an artificial
shortage of certain articles that are
already in short supply. If you
promptly reduce or promptly stop
the importation of an article because
of the cost of it or because it is being
produced in this country, a severe
shortage is again bound to occur if
what is manufactured by the manu-
facturer in this country is not suffi-
cient to meet the demands of the
whole country. You will be thereby
only giving the manufacturer an
opportunity of profiteering to such an
extent as to be unconscionable.
Now, Sir, these two factors are very
important.

I agree with the hon. Member
for Galle that we must not be
‘killers’ of happiness and of con-
tentment in this country. I can-
not understand why you want to
have a prohibitively high tariff on
cheese ; it is a very necessary protein
for everybody in this country. Why
not make our people cultivate a
liking for ~heese ? Surely, cheese is
easily consumable and it is very
pleasant. Why should we, merely
because cheese is a foreign.product,
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have a complete import control over
it ? I hope the Hon. Minister would
agree to reduce the tariff on cheese.

I think the town folk, the city and
kachcheri clerks who have no whole-
some lunch—they generally have
half a loaf of bread or some sand-
wich with jam and butter—should be
given the opportunity of being
healthy individuals. Why stop the
importatior: of apples and grapes ?
Why do you want people to feel that
they are being confined within the
four corners of this country without
any opportunity of being able to
make use of fruits that are available
and which are certainly wholesome ?
S0, Sir, the whole concept of import
control should be formulated not on
the lines of depriving the people of
what they would like to have and
what is gocd for them. This fact
should be taken into consideration
when import restrictions are to be
imposed.

Further, what I cannot understand
is the exorbitant duty placed on
electrical appliances, such as gene-
rators, electric wires, &c.! Now we
are going to have the electrification
of our rural areas. When I was in
charge of this item of work years
ago I wanted very much to do so by
taking advantage of the overhead
wires travelling over 100 miles from
the source of supply of current for
the benefit of those people living
directly where those wires run. I
hope the hon. Member for Watte-
gama (Mr. A. Ratnayake) would
remember the scheme for the electri-
fication of Wattegama. That was
some years ago. Although these
wires are running directly above
their heads nothing seems to have
been done so far to see that the
people are benefited by it.

The one difficulty which the Chief
Engineer and Manager of the Govern-
ment Electrical Undertakings pointed
out was the heavy cost and he said
that to make rural electrification a

success the tariff on electrical
appliances must be brought to
nought. People cannot afford to

spend Rs. 200 on an electric fan or so
muchon an electric iron. But what is
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wrong with our rural people using
electric irons ? Must they for ever
use the charcoal burner irons?
I am sure the Hon. Minister will give
heed to this view that if you want to
make rural electrification in this
country a success you will have to
lift the import control on electrical
appliances or rather bring down the
tariff or import duty on practically
every item of electrical appliances.

Let us improve the living standard
of our people but let us not go back
to the days when we had punkahs;
we must not grudge our people using
electric fans and electric irons. No
Sir! I think that that is a great mis-
take. I agree that the Hon. Minister
will lose a million or two, but I
suggest that he should explore this
particular angle of it. I can assure
him that his Department of Electri-
cal Undertakings would recommend
the total removal of import duties on
electrical appliances. If we are going
to make use of the Rs. 150 million we
spent on the Castlereagh Dam and
the Rs. 169 million that we are going
to spend on the Maskeli-oya Dam, it
is important to get a return for this
money. A return can only come by
the consumers making use of your
kilowatts and if the revenue derived
therefrom is sufficient to pay back
your loans. These are important
factors.

Please do not leave import control
policy making to a handful of people
who do not understand national
problems. It is worthwhile to dis-
cuss this problem with people who
understand the needs of this country.
I remember very well that when the
former Minister of Finance on our
side of the House, Mr. J. R. Jayewar-
dene, increased the duty on butter
and jam we strongly protested. We
asked him not to increase the duty
on butter and jam and I am glad he
paid heed to our protests and brought
down the duty on butter and jam.
We cannot be killers of joy of the
people ; we must give our people a
fair deal. I do not want-to speak
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much longer as 1 think the hon.
Member for Wattegama also hag
something to say.

There is one thing more that I
must say. I would like the Hon.
Minister to realize that there is a
heavy increase in the import of
weedicides or weed killers. Why
should this be necessary ?

&F. S5y 5N .

(Gl o T & @)L 5 % )

(Mr. A. Ratnayake)

They are committing suicide with
it.

SO .

("Q@ giumgé%ﬂ’m)

(Mr. Jayewickreme)

I must remind the Hon. Minister
how important it is to totally ban
the import of Follidol. This is an
insecticide. A complete ban of Folli-
dol is necessary. The hon. Appointed
Member (Mr. Poulier) will agree
with me that Follidol is now being
used for the destruction of the wild
life of this country. I know of an
instance where a dog saturated with
Follidol was thrown into the jungle
with the intention of killing as many
lecopards as possible—and seven
leopards were killed !

@8, 9. 8. el @l . (8 WD
Ge @Y8)

(S i eren. off- QuirelusT— funen
Y& G F@ul )
begvlr. R. S. V. Poulier—Appointed Mem-

Twenty-five jackals also.

X IDO D,

(8@ udlsri)

(Mr. Jayewickreme)

The hon. Appointed Member, a
keen lover of wild life, will bear
testimony to this.

Look at the number of suicides by
drinking Follidol. Even in England
it is only under strict agricultural
coniclrol that Follidol is allowed to be
usedh
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I think I have said enough. I hope
the Hon. Minister will give thought
to what we on this side of the House
have said. We will be only too glad
to assist the Hon. Minister in any
effort that would lead to the indus-
trialization of our country. At the
same time we are very anxious that
the people of this country should not
be allowed to suffer and to see that
they are not deprived of their
legitimate necessities of life.

g. &0, 3.39

J. S s .
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(Mr. A. Ratnayake)
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“1. Director of Agriculture

2. Deputy Director of
(A. E. & F.)

Agriculture

My No. X/1,
Tractor Station,
Naula, 19.11.63.

SEED POTATOES FROM ABROAD
(Your No. EH/4/62
of 18.11.63.)
Dear Sir,

(A.) 1. Reference the request made by
Dr. Caesar to send the seed potatoes
direct to Sita Eliya without the necessary
examination at the Port of Entry, we
shall thank you to kindly re-consider the
decision carefully in view of the
1mpo+rtance of the following to the entire
country.
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2. In fact we were waiting for an
opportunity to discuss this matter with
the D. A. and Deputies as soon as it was
possible. .

3. We have been pointing out that most
of our crops like Citrus, Papaw, Chillies,
Vegetables, Plantains, Coconuts, Sugar
Cane, etc., are now diseased, and both the
yields in the Government Farms and
private holdings have been seriously
reduced as a result of the introduction of
Foreign pests and diseases.

4, IT IS OUR CONTENTION THAT
MOST OF THE FOREIGN EXPERTS
AND AGENCIES (WORLD COMBINES)
HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS.

When we have had Foreign Experts of
the type of Dr. Pushkarnath, Dr. Le Beau
of the U. S. O. M., ete., it is apparent as
to why we should be careful of the advice
tendered by the Foreign Experts.

(B.) 1. In view of the importance of
the undermentioned may we kindly
suggest that a Policy decision be arrived
at shortly as we may be ruining a crop
if we allow Foreign Experts to do what
they want contrary to the LAW OF THE
LAND, and International Regulations,
whicih have been accepted by the entire
world.

9 The cost of examining this at the
Port of Entry may be heavy, and we may
have to even destroy the entire lot, but
we have to make a start somewhere before
more damage (and IRREPARABLE
SOMETIMES) is done to our crops.

3. We are appealing to you to take this
very seriously as we are aware of the
PRESSURE THAT WAS EXERTED ON
LOCAIL OFFICIALS, who were highly
placed to prevent the formation of a
E’roper Plant Quarantine Service at the

orts of Entry.

The person responsible has got his
rewards for being more faithful +to
Foreign Agencies rather than to his
mother country and he will be getting
one of the Highest salaries.

If the Public Commission of Inquiry
that we asked for
International connections would have
come to light.

(C.) The reasons for seeing that all
Future consignments of seed potatoes are
examined at the Ports of Entry by the
authorities concerned are given below :—

1.—Plant Protection Ordinance No. 10
of 1924 requires that these potatoes be
examined at the Ports of Entry. (In fact
we have to make a schedule of all records
of new pests and diseases found in the
world and gazette them as done by other
countries.).

9 —_This is an International Requirement
too.
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3.—Dr. Le Beau of the U. S. O. M. who
was supposed to be a Plant Pathologist
himself contravered this whilst he was
serving as an expert in Ceylon and helped
in sabotaging the Rahangala Potato Crop.

He had hidden potatoes and brought
them to Rahangala without the know-
ledge of the authorities in Ceylon and
thus helped to ruin the crop at Rahangala.

Only when we pointed this out that the
error was realiced and at great cost.

4.—Dr. Ingman of the U. S. O. M., whilst
serving as an expert in Ceylon wanted
the 9 American Stud Bulls sent to Bopa-
+alawa and other Cattle Farms. This is
the period when we pointed out that
Foreign Experts were attempting to ruin
our economy. If the Warble Fly, which
came with the stud bulls got out of hand,
our cattle, buffaloes, goats, ete., would
have been seriously affected. We would
have had to import more milk, and even
meat in the future.

Luckily these were QUARANTINED
AT KUNDASALE BY CEYLONESE
OFFICIALS, and the Warble Fly was
prevented from establishing itself in
Ceylon as a pest.

5.—When I pointed out to D. D. R. in
the presence of Dr. Caesar that we must
get a list of Potato Exporters from all the
Embassies, Dr. Caesar stated that the
biggest exporter of seed potatoes from
Eﬁ{est Germany is a CROOK, and he knows

im.

If he could be a CROOK, there is sno
reason why the exporter from whom
Dr. Caesar is getting the seed cannot be
a CROOK.

HENCE IT IS VERY ESSENTIAL
THAT THE 115 tons of seed that
Dr. Caesar is getting from his exporter
be examined by the competent authorities
in Ceylon before they are despatched tor
Sita Eliya.

6.—This may cost us even as much as @
lakh, but we must make it known to ail
Foreign Experts that we examine all
materials carefully at this end, in spite
of requests from them to the contrary.

If we listened to Dr. Ingman at that
time and allowed the stud bulls to be
sent to Bopatalawa and other Farms,
which would have been less costly, today
our livestock would have been infected.

7—The correct advice that Dr. Caesar
could give us is to insist that we examine
all consignments of seed materials, how-
ever inconvenient or costly it may be
(even to destroy the whole lot) at the
Ports of Entry and not at the Research
Stations like Sita Eliya or Seed Potato
Stations. Already they are infected with
certain diseases and pests, and it is our
duty to prevent any further infection of
new, pests or diseases.
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D. In view of the importance of the
above to the economy of the country, and
as even future generations of Ceylonese
will be affected if we allow any foreign
pest or disease to come into Ceylon, (as
Experts may come and go), may we
kindly suggest that the above be brought
to the notice of the Ministry for

(1) Providing financial provisions in
case imported seed materials etc.
are destroyed in toto or partially,
so that the cost of seed potatoes
would not rise up due to the des-~
truction of a part of it.

(2) Giving Top Priority to the training
of necessary personnel required
to have a fully-equipped Plant
Quarantine Station or Stations at
the Ports of Entry as early as
possible.

E. In the above connection we wish to
also point out that the people at Ragala
etc. have been growing apples success-
fully, but even the apples at Rahangala
are now diseased as the proper Quarantine
precautions were not taken at the time
apple budwood was imported. Mr. Jack
Morris, Leader of the U.S.O.M. team did
not want the officials of the Colombo
Fumigatorium to inspect some of the seed
material that came through the Colombo
Port, I am personally aware of this as I
was at the Fumigatorium at that time.

The U.S.0.M., West Germans are close~-
ly connected in their activities in the
underdeveloped countries like Ceylon, and
hence we have to be extra careful in tak-
ing the advice given by them, and parti-
cularly so as Dr. Chandraratne, who
opposed the cultivation of potatoes has
very close links with the U.S.0.M., Wes:
Germans etc. and the World Combines.
The Western Experts had a hand in the
sabotaging of the Potato Project.

In fact from the moment Dr. Caesar
‘was associated with the Potato Project,
he attempted to prevent Ceylonese officials
who were interested in it like myself
fr%m participating in it or putting it into
order.

It was not the husiness of = Foreign
Expert to tell the Ceylon Government not
to get any particular Ceylonese official
but to co-operate with as many as possible

and make it a success (and in fact train
them).

Up to now he has prevented the correct
type of research necessary for making it
successful being done. In fact up to the
time that Hon. Felix Dias Bandaranaike
took over the Ministry of Agriculture, he

was in the process of condemning the
cultivation of potatoes.
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From this period, he has changed his
attitude regarding the open condemna-
tion, and he wants to see that the
‘Fortress’ created in the Potate Project
'Eéy Dr. Chandraratne is maintained at eny

ost.

At the moment he is busy in contacting
as many Officers as possible, who were
placed in position by Dr. Chandraratne
and in organising a RESISTENCE CAM -
PAIGN TO THE CLEANING UP OF THE
POTATO PROJECT.

He is also intimately connected with the
sending of telegrams by ‘outsiders’ with
a view to preventing the making of the
Potato Project a success.

I wish to refer to the article appearing
in the ¢ Ceylon Observer’ of 19.11.63 on
the front page with the title ‘ Potato Pro-
ject Flops’ and the reference to the re-
signation of the Ceylonese Agricultural
Officer connected with him, as this too
was arranged by him through a junior
officer, whom he is trying to use as a
tool. In fact this officer had met the
Editor of the ‘Observer’ a few days ago
with a view to starting a Press Campaign
against the cleaning up of the Potate
Project.

(F.) 1.—In view of the above, we shall
be grateful if the Hon. Minister is kept
informed of this through D. A., and Dr.
Caesar is told that the Potato Project was
revived as a result of representations
being made by me after it was deliberate-
ly sabotaged by Dr. Chandraratne in about
1953-54, and that we asked for a Public
Commission of Inquiry to see that the
saboteurs placed by Dr. C. in the Project
were found out and removed from the
Project.

At the moment as he is involving him-
self and trying to associate himself with
the saboteurs in organising a resistenece
campaign it would not be proper for a
Foreign Expert to condescend to this level.

2.—On 5.11.63 when Trade Union repre-.
sentatives were invited to participate in
the conference held on the Potato Farms,
the Trade Union Representative withdrew
from it with a view to making it suecess~
ful and as Dr. Caesar had arranged a re-
sistence campaign to the cleaning up ang’
we asked for a separate interview.

To show low potato yields in the Farms
at that time and ultimately close down
the Project, some of the Officers who were
specially picked and placed in the Potato
Farms sold the potatoes in the black
market, and after the details were askect
for from the F.M.M. by you, they got
EXCITED (as admitted by Dr. Caesar)
and on their behalf Dr. Caesar raised
objections to the collection of data of
yieldslobtained, dates of planting ete.
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3.—If Dr. Caesar is unable to act as an
unbiased expert, may we kindly suggest

that this be brought to the notice of the
Hon. Minister please.

Yours Faithfully,
Norman Goonetilleke,
President,

Government  Agricultural Employees

Union & Assistant Secretary of the Trade

TJnion Federation of the Department of
Agriculture. ”
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How do the women folk get
exchange ?
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(Mr. Wijayabahu Wijayasinha)

They get their quota of £150 and
out of that quota they bring them ;
or in the case of Indian travel, out of
the Rs. 500.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Deputy-Chairman, we have
discussed lots of things except the
import duties in this Debate. May I
try to bring back the House fto the
import duties ? The first point I want
to mention is this, that the import
duties are somewhat illusory. As the
Hon. Minister has already explained,
they do not carry the implications
that you get in the Gazette notifica-
tion because today the whole ques-
tion of imports is governed more by
the exchange budget that is operative.
Import duties, quantitative control of
various goods are the deciding
factors. So, when we consider these
import duties, we must bear in mind
all the time the other controls that
exist with regard to the import of
articles into this country.

Before I embark on that, I must
say that I was a little taken aback
listening to my good Friend from
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Wattegama (Mr, A. Ratnayake). He
himself is an ex-Minister of Food and
Co-operatives and an ex-Minister of
Home Affairs. The only thing he was
not was Minister of Finance. Surely,
he is a sufficiently old-stager to know
that it is utterly impossible to con-
template a prior discussion of the
import duties you are going to impose
on this country, and there is a
special law governing the imposition
of duties through Parliament. In
other words, the whole purpose of
your import duties will be lost if, as
he argues they should be, they are
discussed beforehand in the House or
even among all Members of Parlia-
ment and the public. Then 'there
would be so much hoarding that the
whole purpose of your import duties
will be lost in the process. Surely,
my good Friend is an old-stager
enough to know that and that is why
we have what is called a Revenue
Protection Ordinance.

I can give you an example. The talk
about control of blades that went on
as a result of the new blade indus-
tries that were going to be started
was such that the importers imported
sufficient blades to last four years.

ceRemNnBi TNABNESY
(QLr&Li [BTESBT ST )
(Dr. Naganathan)
Where are they ?

8 duY. 0. ouedd

(QL_r&L i erer. Grib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They are all gone underground-
They imported sufficient blades for
four years and successfully under-
mined the local enterprise and made
it very difficult. In point of fact, the
people who started the venture were
seriously  contemplating ~ finding
foreign markets in order to sell the
goods that they were producing. That
is how they were placed. Apart from
actual prior discussion, even the talk
that took place about imposing
certain controls over the importation
of blades was sufficient for the
importers to take advantage of a
position and completely undermine
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all good intentions of the Govern-
ment, So, if you follow my good
Friend’s advice, I think it will lead
you to ruin. The hon. Member for
Wattegama wants to ruin the whole
idea of import control.

ad; OGNS B
(Qzorreas @emsTSaer)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

Fortunately, I do not take his
advice.

épa%):lgcé Dy, 98, suedd
(QLra_i erer. erw. QuUGrirm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is the kind of advice which
his Government never followed.
When they were in power for nine
years, they never even contemplated
the idea. All that is by the way. I am
much more concerned about dis-
cussing these import duties.

I agree with some of the hon.
Members who said that both import
duties and quantitive control of the
import of articles in this country
have had a very serious effect, They
have raised prices; they have
enabled the black-marketeers to reap
enormous profits—unconscionable
profits—and complicated the lives of
ordinary people. It concerns not
merely the question of luxuries and
semi-luxuries. Quantitive control has
hit all essential commodities; as a
result, there has been a serious
situation for the consumers. Con-
sumers not only have to pay high
prices necessitated by the actual
import duties prescribed by the
Government but have also been
exploited left and right by unscrupu-
lous traders of one type or another.

The Minister should not, therefore,
conceive of import duties purely from
the point of view of revenue or
helping the so-called nascent indus-
tries. Under this principle or concept,
I think a great deal of unsatistactory
practices are taking place in this
country. I can give you a number of
cases where the consumers are, in
point of fact, being mulcted by so-
called producers.

The hon. Member for Galle
{Dr. W. Dahanayake) drew atten-
tion to the importance of insisting
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on producers giving us fair quality
or standard quality goods as
well as goods at fair prices. ~When
the Inland Revenue Bill was being
discussed some months back, we
introduced those two amendments
during the Committee stage, Not-
withstanding that, the Government is
carrying on the practice of imposing
duties or restricting the quantities of
the articles imported for two reasons ;
firstly, that it wants to conserve
foreign exchange, and, secondly, that
it was going to help local production.
But with what results ? The pro-
ducers had a monopoly or a mono-
polistic position and were able to
hold the poor consumers to ransom
or force them to buy articles at black
market prices.

May I give you one example which
came to my notice this morning ? We
have got a large number of people
producing coconut oil. From the
point of view of exchange for this
country it is very important to en-
courage the production of oil. The
cheaper we produce, the better it is
because we get more and more
exchange for our country. But this is
what is happening. We have in the
various expellers what are called
drums. In the drums there are small
articles called steel rods or drum
bars. They have what are called
drum spaces. You have prohibited
their imports on the ground that
there is a local person capable of
?roducing them. I shall give you the
acts.

Nugaduwa Mills have been given
the monopoly of production of these
drum bars and spaces. With what
results ? Formerly, a whole set of
these drum bars would have cost you
about Rs. 100. There are 102 pieces
in the whole set of the drum. Today,
they want Rs. 6.50 for each bar pro-
duced locally. It would cost a person
who is producing oil anything up to
Rs. 600 for an article for which he
paid only Rs. 100 formerly. Now, is
that fair ? You have given a mono-
poly to a so-called local manu-
facturer who, apparently, is so in-
efficient or incompetent that he
cannot produce either a standard
article or an article at a fair price.
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You are penalizing the producers
when your own interest requires that
producers should be encouraged to
produce articles as cheaply as possi-
ble, export them and earn forign
exchange for us. What are you
doing ? Therefore, merely imposing
duties or giving special privileges to
so-called producers or manufacturers
to produce articles in this country
will not do. There must be some
follow up. The Government must
satisfy itself from day to day that
producers, or so-called manufactur-
ers, are not mulcting and exploiting
both the consumer and some of the
other producers of other articles for
export.

For instance, look at the require-
ments of rubber manufacturers,
rubber mills and so on. They need
engine belts, mohair, rubber and
other kinds of belts, But at what
prices can they get these essential
items today ? Formerly they had to
pay about Rs. 2 a foot, but today they
are called upon to pay Rs. 10 to Rs. 12
a foot, thus making it almost
impossible for them to operate effi-
ciently and produce articles econo-
mically. It is in your own interests, in
the interests of the country, that
these manufacturers produce arti-
cles as cheaply as possible so that
more foreign markets can be captured
and more exchange earned.

Instead of adopting such a policy,
the imposition of indiscriminate con-
trols is making things more diffi-
cult. I made inquiries and I found
that these persons who are importing
these oil drum bars and so on have
been totally deprived of their import
permits.  You cannot get a single
imported article. These are essential
articles, and unless the Government
is one hundred per cent satisfied that
a local producer is in a position to
produce a cheap, equivalent, standard
article, I do not think you ought to
encourage his sort of shoddy work.
Allow them to compete with foreign
products, Give some little help if
you like by way of the imposition of
one or two per cent. extra duty on the
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imported article. Otherwise, you are
killing your own and other enter-
rises in this country by acting on
this shortsighted policy.

If you go through these schedules
you will come across a number of
cases like this where these matters
might be considered carefully by the
Hon. Minister. I say that because
merely imposing these duties will not
meet the situation. On page 14 you
get this item—* Machine belting and
fasteners "—and the import duties
are 27 per cent. and 37 per cent. But
that duty is meaningless because your
Import Control does not give them
permits to import. This is where
import control comes in. So, all these
are illusory duties. Effective control
and co-ordination are absent. I know
the Hon. Minister has given very good
reasons, namely, that all this is neces-
sary for the conservation of foreign
exchange. What I say is this. There
must be some sort of co-ordination
between the Commerce section and
the Industrial section and they must
also co-ordinate with the Ministry of
Finance and work out what are the
requirements, what are the needs of
the local manufacturers of articles for
export and so on. These points must
be discussed. You cannot work in
isolation in this way. There must
be some sort of co-ordination in your
activities. If you go outside and
talk to any person you will hear the
bitter complaint that, while on the
one hand the Government is paying
lip-service to the idea of having more
and more factories and encouraging
more industries, on the other, it is
placing every conceivable obstacle to
the growth of industries in this
country by sheer incompetence and
inability to co-ordinate its work and
to see to it that our people who are
making an effort to produce some-
thing are given the proper facilities
for the purpose.

I should like to deal with some of
the points that struck me as I went
through these items carefully. Take
the case of drugs: we have urged
over and over again in this House
that all drugs should be imported free
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of duty into this country if we are
anxious to look after and safeguard
the lives of people. On a previous
occasion I gave you the price at
which drugs are being sold today in
the market, and I demonstrated to
you in detail how the poor patient
is being exploited by the various
druggists. I appealed to the Gov-
ernment to take over the import of
all drugs, to remove all duties on
drugs and make all the essential
antibiotics as cheap as possible so that
at least the people’s health could be
looked after.

But what do we find as we go
through this list? The duty on
hydrogen peroxide is put down as
25 per cent. preferential and 30 per
cent. general. This is a useful medi-
cal item. How much do you expect
to make by putting up the duty on
this item ? This is something that
you should allow free of duty. Of
course, removal of duty alone will not
do unless the Hon. Minister sees to
it that the benefit is passed on to the
consumer. If the removal of the
duty is going to help the exploiting
druggist, it would do no good to the
people.

The next item is “Ingredients
shown to the satisfaction of the Prin-
cipal Collector of Customs to have
been imported for the local manufac-
ture of antibiotics including penicil-
lin, drugs, pharmaceuticals, patent
medicines, milk foods, infants’ and
invalids’ food and glucose, ” on which
you are going to have a preferential
duty of 10 per cent. and a general
duty of 15 per cent. Now these are
ingredients brought in separately for
the purpose of facilitating the produc-
tion of antibiotics. Now look at item
10 of page 10 : “ Antibiotics including
penicillin, drugs, pharmaceuticals and
patent medicines and glucose shown
to the satisfaction of the Principal
Collector of Customs to have been
imported in bulk to be packed
locally,” on which there is going to
be a general duty of 9 per cent. So
you are charging 9 per cent. only on
the bulk supply of manufactured arti-
cles, but if a person bringsiin dngre-
dients and tries to mantfactiuredthe
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same things here, he has to pay
higher duties. But who will pay
higher duties and manufacture arti-
cles here if the finished product can
be imported on payment of less duty ?
Where then is the encouragement to
produce the article here ? It should
be the other way round : 9 per cent.
duty on ingredients and 10 to 15 per
cent. or whatever it is on the import-
ed finished article. My view is that
all duties should be removed from
drugs.

Then you have “penicillin and
penicillin by-products not elsewhere
specified, ” on which there is a general
rate of 25 per cent. Everybody re-
quires penicillin today, even the
vedarala ; in fact he uses more peni-
cillin than anybody else, but he does
not mention it; he uses some other
jaw-breaking name to describe it. But
he uses it in the wrong way so that
the full effect of it is lost. On
“medicinal herbs and other ingre-
dients used in indigenous medicine,
not elsewhere specified”, there is
a general rate of Rs. 420 per
cwt. After all, these are medi-
cinal herbs and unless the Hon. Minis-
ter is satisfied that we are producing
enough local herbs, he should not in-
clude them. There are insufficient
local medicinal herbs because of neg-
lect, and we are now importing from
India every kind of medicinal herb.
Until we are in a position to produce
medicinal herbs to be self-sufficient,
until our scheme is working satisfac-
torily, we should not impose any
duties on these items. @We are not
going to make much money out of
this; it cannot be even a lakh of
rupees, maybe about Rs. 40 to Rs. 50
thousand. So that is one matter
which I would like to urge the Hon.
Minister to consider seriously, name-
ly, the removing of all the duties on
essential drugs, such as antibiotics,
penicillin and various other drugs and
herbs, so that they would be avail-

-able to the poor man of this country.

Having made that point, may I pass.
on to something else ? You want to
place a 50 per cent. duty on camphor,
I heliesre most people use it for vari-
ous “religious ceremonies and so on,
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and I do not know whether it is neces-
sary to impose this duty. To the best

pf my knowledge we are not produc-
ing any camphor in this country.

gk, J. @ed Q. (6D6DE)
(e 8. ar. sirgi—Guamae)

(Mr. I. A. Cader—Beruwala)
Camphor is produced in Ceylon.

Hnde 5y, 8. cuedd
(QuraLir erer. erib. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

If that is so I have no objection.
I only hope they will not be charging
extraordinary prices for what they
are producing.

I know the Hon. Minister has an
Import Control Board. I do not know
the people, and it is good that we do
not know who the people are, but
the Hon. Minister must be satisfied
that they are very honourable men
who cannot be prejudiced by anybody
and who will do their job impartially
and independently. They must be
well informed and they must be ab-
solutely fair and just and look at
things objectively. I do not want
to know and I do not think it is our
duty to find out, because otherwise
there will be pressure on them. That
should be avoided ; by all means have
honourable men who cannot be pre-
judiced by anybody and who will look
at things objectively and give impar-
tial advice to the Hon. Minister.

I have gone through all these items
very carefully. I have already men-
tioned machine belting. All these
items run into 36 pages in this Order
Paper.

Then, with regard to motor cars,
which is on page 19, I want to ask
the Hon. Minister to seriously consi-
der some arrangement to import at
least utility cars in reasonable quan-
tity. If you do not do so, you will
find that all our transport will come
to a standstill for two reasons. First,
you have such bad roads that we have
to send our cars regularly to the
garage. 1 have never known the
condition of our roads to be so bad

BewlEm 9578 eV
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in all my life, and I have been driving
a car for very nearly 35 years. I
cannot understand how this Govern-
ment has permitted the neglect of our
roads. In the colonial days an officer
would have got the standing sack if
there was any one pot-hole in the
area under his control. But today
it is like going in one of those
“Dodgem ” cars that you have in
these fancy fair carnivals. Today
when a person drives his car, he is
all the time on the look out for pot-
holes in order to avoid them. Now
it takes me nearly two hours to get
to Avissawella from here ; formerly
I did the distance easily in forty-five
to fifty minutes. I think it is the
same with the Kandy road, one of the
roads in which you have used premix.

CoDemNEw BNANDBY

(QLr&LT BrEsBTH6T )

(Dr. Naganathan)

What about the road to Horagolla ?

andaw DY, 98, gueddh
(Qrér erer. erth. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Even that is just as bad. Our roads
are in a bad condition. Somebody
calculated that owing to the bad state
in which our roads are it costs the
Government Rs. 150 million extra by
way of imported spare parts to motor
vehicles.

Mz e BBewlEs LEBBRS)

(Gusaallsr 9rf ys@rreeari)

(The Deputy-Chairman of Committees)

DEENE Biwde 2xm. ¢ o0& B
NP YZwWes o H @b, gHRED
bW wen Bewadds owmeB® eiwmensy
905 Yoy DOHINEHDS: EENéd .

ol duY. O, cxueld

(Qur&r erer. ertd. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Speaker, I was referring to the
terrible condition of the roads in our
country. The result is that we have
got to spend much more money than
we need to in respect of motor repairs.
A car which normally on good roads
lasted five to six years without diffi-
culty does not now last for more than
three years.
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od & 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaarrey &. 1F. 19 Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Bad driving !

@l Y. O, cuvedd
(Q_ré&Li erer. erb. QuUGTrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have an unblemished record in
respect of driving and I am proud of
it.

Then what about lorries ? 1f things
are permitted to go on as they are,
our lorry transport system will soon
come to a standstill. As a result of
the bad roads, lorries have to be
garaged frequently for repairs, but
you cannot get tyres and motor
parts.

The Hon. Minister will seriously
have to consider these matters.
Lorries are required for our internal
transport, for example, for the trans-
port of vegetables, and also for our
export trade. In fact, the increasing
cost of repairs has been reflected in
the increase in the price of vegetables.

We must get spare parts in ample
quantities and cheap. At the present
moment, the garages are reaping rich
profits. One has to pay through one’s
nose to get one’s vehicle repaired.

I ask the Hon. Minister, why do
you not seriously consider bringing
in utility cars ? If I may be permitted
to mention a personal point, I have
used my car for five years, and if is
utterly impossible to exist without a
car because of the nature of our
duties. What are we to do? I am
not asking for the import of luxury
cars. I am only asking the Hon.
Minister to consider the question of
utility cars.

There are many Government ser-
vants who as a result of the nature
of their jobs have to do a considerable
amount of travelling. They are not
provided with official cars: thev are
paid milage. - But these Government
servants find that they cannot main-
tain their cars with the mileage that
is paid to them owing to the frequent
repairs that have to be carried out.
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The Hon. Minister must seriously
consider the question in respect of
lorries, utility cars and spare parts,
otherwise we shall be in grave
difficulties soon.

I know that the C. W. E. has
applied for a certain number of
chassis. The C. W. E. does a tremend-
ous amount of transport work. If
they have no lorries they cannot
continue their work.

At page 21 the duty payable on
accessories for motor vehicles is
mentioned—60 per cent. preferential
rate and 673 general rate. I do not
mind the duty, but please permit
sufficient and ample stocks of motor
spare parts and accessories to come
in.

Let me take the case of photo-
graphic materials. What I want to
know is this. There is apparently an
import control in the sense that only
a certain quantum is permitted to be
imported. I am not quite certain of
what the present position is, but a
couple of months back I had repre-
sentations from a large number of
small photographers with regard to
the difficulties they have in obtaining
photographic materials. To the best
of my knowledge there are over
70,000 such photographers scattered
throughout the island. They are at
the mercy of some of the big import-
ers with regard to getting their
materials.

There was some sort of association
for the import of these photographic
goods. But this association was con-
trolled by two or three individuals.
They doled out the goods to the others
and they doled out to themselves the
largest quantity. The small photo-
graphers scattered throughout the
island got the smallest quantity.

The most cherished thing of every
young couple in the village that gets
married is to have a wedding photo-
graph, and they pay a substantial
amount of money for it. I am told
that today it will cost about Rs. 150
to Rs. 200 for a photograph of cabinet

size. That is a very big sum of money
for a.poor villager, :
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aéi QCoNSBY 5
(QEorTar Qe miE T G6T )
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

The photographers have now got
together and formed themselves into
a co-operative society for the purpose
of importing photographic goods.
What the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota (Dr. N. M. Perera) states is
correct. We are trying to defeat that.

@Hne D5y, IO, euedd
(Qréei erar. ertb. Qulrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

T am happy that something is being
done in regard to this matter. There
is also another little matter with
regard to the customs duty that has
been fixed, the wholesale price that
has been stipulated——

@&l PGS B

(Gaorrer @evmis T Gar )

(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

We are now fixing the price at the
fisures available from the co-opera-
tive society of the photographers and
not at the figures given by those who
were monopolizing the business,

@ 8e 95y, 8. cuedd
(QLirdt_i GT 6. GTLD. @u@ﬂ'y'n)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

If the Hon. Minister is aware of the
problem I am sure he will do some-
thing in order to help these people.

@S QCoET B

(@56\%5511 @evmIS T S 6T )

(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

We are doing the same with regard
to the small garage owners.

me O5Y. 9. evedd

(QLréii eror. ey, QUCrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Let me next take the item, “ Bicycle
brake blocks with or without shoes,
pedalblocks, pedal covers and handle
grips ”’, on page 25 of the Order Paper.
I hope this duty is based on the
expectation that articles such as these
are being produced locally. It will
otherwise be a serious burden on the
poor cyelist if he is unable to get the
spare parts. I have already.pointed

BHewldm @Y% @eBDCH
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out to you the poor cyclist’s case with
regard to using the so-called indigen-
ous tyres and tubes. They are not
available. Even if they are available
they do not last more than two or
three weeks. Some of those tubes
cannot be patched; they have to be
vulcanized like motor car tubes. You
cannot put an ordinary patch on the
local cycle tube. That is the kind of
shoddy article that you get. I hope
the Hon. Minister by imposing this
huge duty has satisfied himself that
these articles are being manufactured
or produced locally in sufficient
quantity and at a fair price.

In page 27 there is reference to
sports materials. I would like to
make a small appeal on behalf of
sport in regard to sports materials,
particularly cricket materials. I
think the hon. Member for Galle
(Dr. W. Dahanayake) will support
me. You must at least devise some
means by which the various schools
and colleges can get their sports
materials cheap. A cricket bat now
is about Rs. 75 and is outside the
range of the ordinary school boy who
wants to play cricket. Cricket is
played not only in the city here but
also in all the central colleges and
schools in the rural areas. I am glad
to find that some of the central
colleges are doing very well. Even
rugby-football is being played by
these schools. Take Isipathana and
the various other schools in the rural
areas, they are playing rugger and
they are doing very well. :

I see no reason why we should not
encourage people to indulge in these
various games. I do not think the
Hon. Minister will earn much money
on sports materials. It cannot be
more than a few thousand rupees. It
will be of great help if the colleges
at least are given sports materials at
a reduced rate. You can get endorse-
ments from principals of schools and
then give the schools some conces-
sion in regard to sports materials. In
regard to the big cricket clubs, how-
ever, I must say that their members
‘are people who are employed, and
they may be able to obtain their re-
quirements but certainly where the
schools are concerned some arrange-
ment. is, necessary.
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Then at page 28 we have the item
‘fountain pens’. The Hon. Minister
has mentioned only two categories :
one, where the cost, insurance, freight
and other charges up to the point of
arrival in the port of importation do
not exceed Rs. 5, and the other,
where they exceed Rs. 5. There
were various pens which school-
children used which formerly cost
them about Rs. 2. Now, as a result
of the higher duties, they have
gone up in price to Rs. 850 or
Rs. 9. I do think that at least
another category of fountain pens
should be brought in, namely,
those the imported cost of which
is below Rs. 2. If that is done,
it will be possible at least to make
these cheaper pens available to the
large number of schoolchildren.

J. 20, QY 28 . (VDWHEY
ceNB @xsFH)

(@)L . e1&. ITGSET OTGSI—LIbL L &
SOTLIL] @)TEML_LD 9)E1% 5 Haui)

(Mr. A. H. Macan Markar—Second
Batticaloa)

There is a pen that is locally pro-
duced and costs less than the
imported one.

ceDemda shaENCHY
(OL_r&L_ii Braprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I have one. It is no good.

NG QCoHNSHY B
(Czerres @)oo T ger)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

We are negotiating to establish a
Government factory for the manu-
facture of pens.

gndc Y. 98. cueds
(Qréi i erar. erb. QuBrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have no objection, but please do
not start putting up the duties before
you manufacture the article. You
must ensure that the article is of
good quality and is available in
sufficient quantities before you start
controlling imports. You can have
graduated control, and as your pro-
duction inereases you can reduce the
quantity imported.
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Then we have pen holders. These
can be produced in this country.
That is one item where you can
increase the duty.

A& OCoNSY 5
(Qasarrar @ewmsTsar )
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

Pen holders cannot be sold. Every-
body has a fountain pen. '

Hndw O5Y. OO, cuedd
(Quréiii erer. ertb. QuGTTrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

So there is no point in increasing
the duty on them because nobody
imports them ? I can understand
that.

I have something to say in regard
to textiles. From the information I
have I think the time has come to
make a reduction in the Rs. 2. The
Rs. 2 should be reduced to Re. 1.50 or
Re. 1. In other words, you must per-
mit only the cheapest articles to come
in. I am told in regard to the textile
trade that all the essential textiles
can be imported if the amount fixed
is less than Re. 1. I ask the Hon.
Minister to go into this question, to
get his officers to examine the ques-
tion whether Rs. 2 is not too high
from the point of view of importing
essential textiles for the normal
consumer. Do you know that today

the verti that you wear costs about
Rs. 24 ?

A PCoOSHY B
(Qseorres @lavmsrger)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

There is the local variety.

I think
it is Rs. 7.50.

@le Y. 88, cuedd

(QL_r&i_ eresr. erib. @u@ﬂrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The variety imported by the C.W.E.
costs Rs. 9.50. In Pettah the same
article is sold for Rs. 24. The hon.
Member for Panadura (Mr. Leslie
Goonewardene) buys them ; that is
how I know. I think it is time to
reduce the upper limit of Rs, 9 fixed
imutieocase of textiles.
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Why are duties imposed on cotton
yarn unless it is for the protection of
local industry ? But we are not
producing enough yarn today.

G’Sé.', @Goméﬁf 23
(Qserres @ovmsrger)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

We have reduced the import duty
on yarn.

g8 DuY. DO, cwedd

(Qréii erer. ereb. QuCTrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This yarn is obtained for no other
purpose than for producing articles
locally, both cotton and artificial silk.
I think we must consider reducing
the duty further because we have to
encourage our local handloom
industry.

I think I have dealt with most of
the problems. I should like the
Hon. Minister to seriously consider
what I have urged with regard to
import policy. Merely saying that
you are going to encourage local
producers will not do. By co-
ordinated activity the three Minis-
tries must ensure that articles of
quality are produced in this country.

DG QCoNSH 5
(Qzerres Qeomasrser)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

May I interrupt the hon. Member ?
I am told that yarn for the handloom
industry is free of duty now.

HNnde D5y, DO, cuedd
(Q_réi_i erer. erid. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Then what is this item here ?

déL PGSy 5
(Qzorres @evmsrger)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)
That is for the others.

HHBw DuY. DL, cuvedd
(O_ra1_i erer. erih. QUCTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is for the Wellawatte Mills
and so on. I do not think they
import very much yarn. Now, that is
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a detail. I would like to urge that
mere import control will not do or
your merely saying that you are
going to encourage local production
will not do unless other steps are
taken to ensure that our producers
are given all the facilities that they
require. The so-called local pro-
ducers, in point of fact, exploit both
the consumers as well as other pro-
ducers who require their material as
in the case of Nugaduwa Mills.
Further, you must also ensure that
the people concerned are genuine
people who are prepared to establish
themselves, and they must be given
all facilities. May I give one ex-
ample—it just struck me—* Maliban
Biscuits” and “ William Biscuits”
require a particular kind of paper
for the manufacture of their biscuits.
I am told by them that in some cases
they have to wait sometimes over six
months before they get their
requirements of paper. '

Now, Sir, that is not the way to
encourage our local producers. They
say that they cannot produce the
maximum because of these difficul-
ties that have been placed by way of
import control. No doubt, import
control started afresh but your orga-
nization must be such that there is
that constant touch with these pro-
cducers to find out how their require-
ments are being satisfied. If we
are seriously trying to encourage the
growth of industry, particularly the
industries which we have just begun,
we must take into consideration all
the difficulties that they will have in
the initial stages. That is all I want
to say. While I do not object to
these import controls and import
duties I would like the Hon. Minis-
ter to give serious consideration to
the facts mentioned.

&, &, 1.9

eV Ees A BNDBY

(Oréi praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Mr. Speaker, nobody in this House,
will object to the aims or rather the
certainly not from the Opposition,
hopes of the Hon. Minister of
Finance, when he introduces 2a
number of import restrictions,
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import prohibitions, and super taxes
on certain lines of imports. I do hope
it is being dcne on the one hand to
prevent too much exchange going out
of the country and on the other to aid
and help the local production and to
give more employment, and at the
same time to increase revenue—
increased Custom duties are intro-
duced in the hope of increasing
revenue. In fact, in his Budget
speech, he said that he was expecting
Rs. 40 million extra from the super
tax, if I may say so, on luxuries and
semi-luxuries. That, I feel, is a
dream which may not be realized—
Rs. 40 million extra—because I spoke
to many of the importers, some of
whom are my patients. They were
very happy when they read the
Budget speech in which the Hon.
Minister stated that there were going
to be liberal import quotas which
will help to bring down prices and
that a certain amount of luxury and
semi-luxury articles were also going
to be imported.

Take the case of apples or grapes.
At one time the import of grapes and
apples was completely prohibited
and then when the importers were
told that they were going to be per-
mitted to import them, they placed
orders, but when they found that the
import duty was going to be 300 per
cent. they cancelled their imports. I
asked an importer why ? He said:
“ We used to get down, for instance, a
pound of grapes at a cost of between
Rs. 1.25 and Rs. 150. If you put a
300 per cent. duty on it the duty will
amount to Rs. 4.50. This added to
the cost will make it Rs. 6.00. Then
keeping a profit for ourselves we
will have to sell a pound of grapes
at Rs. 650 or Rs. 7.00. Then what
is going to happen to the next ship-
ment of grapes? The Customs
Duties are charged on what is called
the market price. So next time
when we import grapes 300 per cent.
duty will be charged not on the in-
voice rate of Rs. 1.50 but on Rs. 7.
Three hundred per cent. of Rs. 7 is
Rs. 21. Therefore the cost price of
a pound of grapes will be Rs. 28 and
we will have to.sell a pound for
about Rs. 30.”
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When my good Friend the Hon.
Minister is so anxious to get Rs. 40
million extra from the taxation of
luxury goods and semi-luxury goods,
I think he is having Kelegama-
dreams. Those dreams will not come
true.

Nobody will object to the aims of
the Hon. Minister in restricting or
completely prohibiting imports to
encourage local industries and con-
serve foreign exchange. But he
cannot hope by imposing taxes on
what he calls luxury and semi-
luxury goods to increase his revenue.
As I showed in the example of grapes
—they are sour grapes as far as my
Hon. Friend is concerned—he cannot
achieve both these ends at the same
time by these kindergarten methods.

a& QPGS B
(Qzorrar @QemET SaT)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

With regard to apples and grapes,
the duty is imposed on the c.i.f. value
and not on the market value.

coDemNndew BNABNELY

(QOLr&L_ii Bra&prser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am happy to hear it. The Hon.
Minister himself stated in his Budget

speech that he is going to import
taxes on the inarket rate.

What is this market rate ? Is it the
price at the Pettah market or in
Badulla or

a& @Go@dﬁfﬁ)
(Q@errey  @)edmisr &er)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

If I may interrupt the hon. Mem-
ber, I must say that I am very grate-
ful to him for pointing this out. We
are now examining the basis of im-
posing import duties. We are wonder-
ing whether we are going to do it on
the invoice wvalue or the market
value.

ceDemNdu INOBNEBY

(CLrdi_i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am glad the Hon. Minister is alive

to the difficulties that are ahead of
him.
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The second point that I wish to
mention is with regard to the encour-
agement of local industries. This is a
very laudable objective and we are
happy and proud that many industries
have sprung up. But in many cases
the cart has been put before the horse
so to say. Having encouraged local
industries the industrialists are given
a free hand.

As has been pointed out by the hon.
Member formerly of Ruwanwella and
now of Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M.
Perera), there is no standardization,
no price control or price levels
marked out—chopped out—for these
various local factories or local
industries. They must have a price
level chopped out and a quota system.
They must continue to produce more
and more. They must be told “ This is
the amount to be produced in six
months. This is the price to be
charged in six months.” Or, “ In one
year this is what you must produce.
This is the price you must charge in
one year ”. The quota must increase
and the price must decrease. There
must be a formula given. If the local
manufacturers do not carry out that
formula, then the people should not
be burdened ; the public should not
be held to ransom.

No doubt, you give any amount of
fair deal to the local manufacturers,
but also there must be a fair deal to
the local consumers, the people of this
country who must be the beneficiaries.
While we approve of the restriction
on quantity, the quota system must
be applied with a certain amount of
knowledge and a certain amount of
“elasticity and a certain amount of in-
ducement or incentive for the local
manufacturer or whipping up of the
local manufacturer to keep a standard.

Take the case of chocolates. In the
past we used to get the best imported
chocolates for forty-five cents, fifty-
five cents or sixty-cents. But today
chocolates made in our country with
cocoa are miserable and are sold at 80
cents and in our restaurant for 90
cents. They could have reduced
the price and bettered their quality.
Why should children in_this country
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be made to suffer by eating poor qua-
lity chocolate and be burdened by a
levy to further increase the cost of
chocolate.

ande Y. 98, cueld

(QLré&e_i erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N, M. Perera)

I am told our chocolates are very
good.

@361 @Go@éﬁj’m

(Qzorran @OEST Ha )

(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

Very good. Maliban’s are very good.

coDembe HOBNES

(QL_r&Li BrEpTSer)

(Dr. Naganathan)

But the standard is not the same. I
remember I bought a brand of choco-
lates—I do not want to mention the
name—and showed to my Friend who
agreed with me that it was rotten. To
verify I went and brought another
one and found the standard rotten.

You must maintain the quality,
increase the quantity and have the
price decreased within a definite
period. It must be controlled by the
Ministry. In these matters the
Government is not giving them
sufficient support.

Take the case of watches. I know
one watch maker, who also happens
to be a patient of mine, who had been
given the right to assemble watches
and to make watch parts also, but he
has not been given the money to pur-
chase the machinery. He has been
allowed Rs. 10,000 when he wanted 13
lakhs of rupees. You stop the watches
from coming. You say, “Right, go
ahead ”, but you do not give the
necessary help to the various local
industries to carry on. There must
be attached to your advisory com-
mittee a committee of experts who
would be continuously watching the
progress and advising these local
industrialists in the art of running
such industries. That should be a sort
of project to see that they make an
effort to better their industries and
supply what the country needs. Or,
are they satisfied with getting black
market profit for five years with a
‘no-tax’ holiday and getting a mono-
poly for their benefit and not for the
benefit of the country ?
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With this import and export pro-
gramme there must also be a pro-
gramme of inspection to see that the
capital that was given to these
various industries was properly uti-
lised and their function to supply this
country with its needs is observed.
This is also a system by which some
unserupulous persons are exploiting
the country and the Government for
their personal benefit. That was one
of the matters which the hon. Mem-
ber for Wattegama (Mr. A. Ratna-
yake) raised. My hon. Friend on my
left has pointed out one of the
fallacies.

Another statement he made was
that we should encourage the import
of electrical goods like refrigerators
and other appliances and encourage
the villagers to use them and raise
their standard of living. The reason
he gave was that the money that
“would go out of the country would
be more than recovered by the sale
of electric current to the villagers.
By the sale of electric current you
get only a few rupees but you send
out millions of rupees in sterling in
the import of electrical goods. How
are you going to make good all that
loss of foreign exchange ? I am not
against the importation of electrical
goods and the raising of the standard
of living of the people, but I do not
accept the explanation given by the
hon. Member that you could get so
much money by the sale of electric
current in local currency as to replace
what you send out as foreign
exchange.

aé 9CoSH B

(Qzeroe @)mETHeT)

(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

Bulbs are manufactured in Ceylon.

eeDemndw NOBNEHT

(QL_m&L_j- BIr&pTs6r)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am not referring to bulbs but the
articles which he mentioned, namely,
washing machines, vacuum cleaners,
and so on. I do say that we should
not completely prohibit the younger
generation from using some of the
electrical appliances negessary ofeor
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modern living. Some of these young
people who set up house are unable
to buy even an electric iron.

I have got two electric irons, one
of which is a steam appliance. In that
some little part has gone out of order.
I paid only Rs. 57 for it. Today,
Walkers want Rs. 127 to repair it
because they cannot get the spares.
They have got only three parts. They
say, “ What are we to do ? We must
keep our department going ; we must
pay the men.” Therein comes the
black market. If you reduce the
quantity imported, they have fto
charge higher prices—not that they
want to be dishonest and have a black
market—in order to pay the workmen
and keep the department going . If
they do not pay the workmen they
get into trouble with the Minister of
Labour. So that when you reduce the
quantity imported, you cannot say
that you will punish them if they
increase the prices, because they have
got to maintain an establishment.
They cannot reduce the staff even by
one clerk or workman without getting
into trouble with the Government.

Take the case of textiles. I do not
know what exactly is the position
today. At the time of the Debate on
the Budget, my good Friend, the
Minister, said that there was going
to be a liberal increase in the import
of textiles. Immediately afterwards
the increase in the quota for the next
six months was announced in the
Gazette. In the first six months the
quota was 20 per cent. for cotton and
20 per cent. for low quality silks. In
the Budget Speech the Minister
stated that he would be giving a
liberal increase in imports in order to
bring down the prices, but by Gazette
Notification only an extra 15 per cent.
of the 1961 quota was given making
a total of 35 per cent. for cotton tex-
tiles and one per cent. more for silks
making a total of 21 per cent. Silks
are also required by a certain class
of people. But a shop which formerly
sold silks now gets only 21 per cent.
of its quota. For hundred yards
they have to take a proportionate
twenty-one yards and, on that
twenty-one yards, they must make

2,047
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enough profit to keep their establish-
ment going, their salesmen and clerks
going, pay for the electricity, tele-
phone, rent and so on. Naturally,
they have to raise prices, either
legitimately or illegitimately, in order
to survive.

So that, you cannot by threats or
by punitive action control prices
when the quota given is so small. I
would therefore not put the blame on
the merchants and say that they are
black marketing. There was a big
splash in the newspapers, some time
after the Budget was passed, against
some of the businessmen who are
called Sindi merchants. I do not like
these fellows. They come here to ruin
us. They run after every Government
in power. They will have nothing to
do with us. They think we are all
bad fellows and that if they join us
they will get into trouble. I am not
speaking on their behalf because they
are Sindi merchants or anybody else.

I am referring to this as a matter
of scientific calculation. I went to
Kundanmals. My daughter was
going to Cairo and my wife had
given me a list of things to be pur-
chased. I went up to them and said :
“ Look here, you fellows, why are you
black marketing like this ? What is
the meaning of this? You are ruin-
ing the country.” The person in
charge replied : “Here, Sir, are the
silks. I want you to take any silk
you like—take a sample with the
price marked on it—and you go to
the C. W. E. across the road and see
who is selling it cheaper.” Mind
you, I being a Member of Parliament,
I wanted to check for myself. I
wanted to take ten samples, but they
did not have two of them, and so I
took away eight of them with the
prices marked on them. Would you
believe it, in the case of six of those
eight samples, Kundanmals was sell-
ing them cheaper than the C. W. E,,
by five, ten and in one case twenty-
five cents per yard! I was sur-
prised. So, there is a lot of black
marketing going on. I do not know
who is at the back of all this. But
that is the position—[Interruption].

Bewl & 9578 @edDE®
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The Hon. Mirister says they knew I
was a Member of Parliament. They
knew I was a Member of Parliament
and that is why they asked me to
take samples of their silk with the
prices marked on them and compare
them with the prices at which the
C. W. E. was selling similar stuff.
S0, we cannot put everybody in the
same boat like that.

The position is this. Take the
case of motor spare parts. We know
that the Government has reduced
very slightly the import duty in
respect of such items. But at the
same time only small quotas have
been allocated to dealers, while the
demand for repairing jobs is very
large. Practically every week and
every month people take their cars
to garages for repairs. In a context
where the demand is so great and
quotas are so small, even though
import duties have been. reduced
slightly, the situation has not im-
proved at all. It makes no difference,
reducing import duties, when there is
such a tremendous demand. It is the
same old elementary economic law of
supply and demand in operation—
when demand is great and supply is
small there is inflation. Bidding will
be brisk for the services in question.
As my good Friend knows, garages
are compelled to charge high rates
for repairs because they have to keep
their establishment and their staff
going. They are not making money
—the money they were able to make
formerly on importation and sale of
cars.

S0 we are up against a vicious
circle. As 1 said before, rule-of-
thumb methods, kindergarten
methods, Kelegama methods will not
suffice. We must see what kind of
problem we are confronted with and
we need experience and wisdom to
tackle it. As Tennyson said “ Know-
ledge comes, but Wisdom lingers.”
Sp that, we should guard against a
little knowledge that is a dangerous
thing. We want wisdom, though it
comes slowly. So when we take up
these questions of import duties and
restrictions, banning of imports and
so on, we must look at them from
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the broader point of view, from the
point of view of solid, sober thinking.
Rome was not built in a day. There
must be slow, steady progress. I say
that while we are completely one
with the Hon Minister in trying to
conserve our foreign exchange, while
we are one with the Minister in try-
ing to foster our local industries and
their development, while we are one
with the Minister in trying to see
that our revenue increases, We must
also see that that is done in a sober
and well-considered manner.

We cannot Fall from the frying pan
into the fire, or, run like a bull in a
china shop and allow our whole
economy to go to pieces. And I
appeal to the Hon. Minister. We
support him on many things. For
instance, take the case of shoe-
makers. There is a very large section
of people in this country who do
shoe-making, for instance, in places
like Bambalapitiya, Wellawatte and
other parts of Colombo, who are
very efficient shoe-makers. You will
be surprised to hear that the pair of
shoes I am wearing was made by one
of them whose shop is three doors
away from my surgery. It is a very
good pair of shoes. But that man
cannot get any leather now. The
only leather he can get is from our
leather factory, the D L. Factory. Do
you know how leather is sold there ?
It is auctioned in bundles and the
people who buy do not know
whether the leather inside the
bundles is good or bad. They are not
told what the quality of the leather
is. And the feliows who have inside
information bid for the correct bundle
that is being scld. The others may
have to buy rotten leather which is
useless to them. The result is un-
employment for very good and skilled
men who are improving their work.
Even the shoe lace they cannot get
from outside and we have not got a
factory here to make them. Why do
you not make them here before pro-
hibiting their importation ? I say:
“Do not put the cart before the
horse.”

We must assist such people to
foster their industries, giving them
sufficient capital from  the People’s
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Bank or any cther institution and
seeing that the capital is properly
utilized. There must be some kind
of programme, SO as to maintain a
certain quantity and quality and
induce price reduction. If this is
done we will all be very happy.

Everything I have said today has
been in support of what the Hon.
Minister is doing, the principles on
which he is standing. I hope he will
consider it constructive criticism and
that it will in some little measure
stimulate his thinking and under-
standing in the future.
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Your invoices can be checked by
your representatives abroad. They
should be in a position to tell you
whether the invoice prices are bogus
or not.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

We read in the papers that you are
going to permit the importation of
some Rs. 50 million worth of luxury
goods. Instead of bringing in essen-
tial goods why bring in luxury
goods ?
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(The Hon. Ilangaratne)
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UNIT No. 10—TEXTILES

Quota Item No. 20.—Cotton Fabrics of standard

type sold on a yardage basis

Name of Importer Value

Rs.
Abdul Sattar Haji Yusuff & Co. 15,301
Adamally & Co., Litd., E. G. 203,788
Abdul Rahaman, M. D. 876,780
Abdul Karim & Co., H. H. 429,997
Abdul Husein Jafferjee 1,039,071
Abba & Co., V. M. 85,829
Anglo Asian Co., Ltd. 80,542
Akosan & Co. 72,728
Ananda Stores 168,711
Ahmed & Co. 110,108
Abdul Caders 6,536
Adamjee Luumanjee Textiles Ltd. ... 554,561
Abdul Gaffor Ltd., N. D, H. 9,704
Ahamed N. M. 1,355
Adam Bhai Stores ... 9,306
Arjans' Silk Stores ... 4,160
Abdul Hussan Dawoodbhoy 9,408

Appiah & Co., A. ... 250

Alibhoy Carimjee & Co. 2,709
Ahamadu Marikar & Sons, S. S. ... 2,970
Basha & Co. 20,459
Bogtstra & De Wildt Litd. 77,264
Basarmals 431,073
Bulchand Co., L. 71,093
Bakshani 264,707
Butani, R. P. 2,973
Bhatt, C. V. 15,886
Brother & R. B. 29,518
Bhojraj & Sons 2,452
Balakrishnan & Co., K. S. P. 1,013
Colombo Apothecaries Ltd. 67,020
Chana & Co. 22,991
Central Commercial Co. 570,467
Crown Silk Stores ... 272,556
Colombo Textiles 197,856
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Name of Importer Value

R,
Chandumal & Sons ... 136,325
Ceylon Textiles Lid. 158,781
Chokkalingam, R. 3,801
Cader & Osman 12,087

Calenther Lebbai & Bros., M. N. M. A. 6,137

Carvallio, J. L. 151,101
City Textiles 6,347
Carolis & Sons Litd., H. Don 10,640
Ceylon Traders & Shippers 85,305
Colombo Stores 4,660
Carson Cumberbatch & Co. 177,469
Chandirams, Nuwara Hliya 1,595
City Corporation 5,978
Cargills (Ceylon) Ltd. 14,469
Cheapside 4,182
Ceylon Textile Corp. 285,906
Chandirams, Colombo 1,626
Colombo Commercial Agencies 8,991
Colombo Agencies Litd. 2,590
Chinese Drapery Stores 1,547
Ceylon Favourite Stores 368,551
Cassims 3,699
Delmege Iorsyth & Co., Ltd. 14,732
Dariyani 13,098
Dayarams 10,708
Devisons International 99,454
Denny Bros. 84,322
Dasa Bros. 33,454
Dada & Co., H. A. 17,170
Dawn Stores 4,378
Dharmadasa & Co., M. 2,980
Dawoodbhoy Litd. ... 5,874
De Silva Stores 1,449
Esmail & Sons 308,803
Essa & Co., H. H. 25,710
Essajee Carimjee & Co. 18,126
Eastern Silk Emporium Ltd. 198,555
Eastern Silk Stores Litd. 77,593
Esmail, A. R. 6,821
Eastern (Overseas) Trading Corp. Ltd. 35,472
Esufali & Co., Ltd. 977,765
Empire Traders 107,404
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Name of Importer
Fernando Co.
Freudenberg & Co (Ceylon) Litd. ...
Fashionware
Fernando & Co., Ltd., D. C.
Fatha & Co.
Fernando & Co., Ltd., H. R.
Fernando, K. H. M.
Fairdeal
Fakeer Mohamed & Co., H. N. M.
Gani Bhai Stores ...
A. R. A. Gani & Sons
Geekay Export & Import Co.
Glamour Litd.
Globe Traders
L. P. Gunaratne & Co.
Habib Vallimohamed & Co.
Haja Alawdeen & Sons, S. S. K. ...
Haji Abdul Karim & Co.
Haji Habib Co. (Ceylon) Litd.
Haji Karim
Haji Mohamed & Sons
Haji Saleh Mohamed & Co.
Haji Sulaiman Tayoob & Co.
Haji Usman & Co. ...
Haji Yusuf & Co. ...

Haji M. P. M. Mohamed Casim & Bros.

Hadjiar & Co., P. M. K.
Hameetha Textiles ...

Handlooms

Harineena Emporium

Haron Trading Co.

M. Haroon & Sons

H. H. Hassim

W. M. Hassim

Hemas (Drugs) Ltd.

Himalaya

Hirdaramani Ltd.

Hunter & Co.

Hyder, Co.

Hyderally -
The Indo Ceylon Textile Co., Lid.
The Indira Trading Agency

Value
Rs.

53,548
330,818
441,283
197,679
144,846

62,592

2,693
1,385
9,671
4,514
211,272
75,932
876
310,061
1,516
101,147

56,936
162,046

32,067

1,509
989,238
812,405

26,402

81,248

85,164

22,749

64,514

5,620
48,742
3,837
4,272
145,638

38,260
617,889
477,332

1,886
618,167
342
3,639

28,425

74,572
166,958
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Name of Importer
H. M. Ismail
M. H. Ismail
Ismail Aboobacker & Co.
Jafferjee Bros.
Jafferjee International
James Finlay & Co., Ltd.
Jameela Drapery Mart
Janata Textiles
Jazima Drapery Stores, Litd.
John Bros.
Johr Kirsons
N. K. Kaliappapillai & Co.
9. K. Kanagasabai & Co.
Karimbhoy Bagsoobhoy, Ltd.

Karuppanan Pillai, T. S. K. R. ...

Kasthoori Palayakat Co.
Kalyani Trading Co.
Kareem & Co., A. R.
F. A. Kareem & Co.
M. A. Karim & Co.
Kartars

Kasimari Palayakat
Kassim & Co., H. H.
Khanchand & Bros., G.
Kikabhai TLalubhai
Kodituwakku & Co.
Kolberg & Co.

Krishna Export Import Corp.
Kundanmals Ltd.

Krishnamoorthy & Bros.

Kuppusamy Chettiar & Bros.. V. O.

Lialchands

Lianka British Hat Mart
Lanka Paint Co.

Lanka Textiles

Laxhimi Silk Store

Lalchumanam Chettiar, A. L. R. T..

Liberty Silk Stores
Liotus Store

Lucky Industries
Mangram (Ceylon), Ltd.
H. W. Moorjani & Co.

2830

Value
Rs.

14.496
261,023
648,025
226,899
210,623
216,213

3,498
3,871

11,774

61,744
145,020

7,789

82,516
118,672

70,444

39,984

7,345
120,337

88,823

152,872
1,220
2,539

383,048
7,196

34,135

9,318

103,663

28,336

1,340,562
10,453
4,058
59,215
7,482
4,944
2,176
5,894
1,211

32,179

36,237

33,566

96,627

7,454
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Name of Importer

T. S. M. O. Mohamed Othuman Sahib

Maritime Corporation, Ltd.

Meerco

L. K. M. S. Mohideen Pillai & Co.
€. Moolchand

Mackie Stores

S. M. Mohideen Pillai & Co.
Mangharams, Ltd.

A. R. Mahboob & Co.

Mohideen Sons’
T. A. Miskin
Modern Traders

Textiles

Muneer’'s Drapery Mart
Moulana (Ceylon) Ltd.,
S. M. A. Mohamed Mohideen & Co.
M. K. Muthalib & Sons
M. D. Mendis & Co.
(Ceylon) ILitd.,
Cross Street

Madras Palayakat ...
Motiram & Sons

M. K. I.. S. Mohamed Lebbe &
Bros.

Maradana

Moulans 88, 2nd

Marzook & Company Ltd.

K. Motoomull & Co.

Mohamed Sulaiman & Co.

'S. Maria Pillai

M. A. M. Mohamood

Meeyan Leather Stores

E. N. Mohamed & Co.

D. L. M. Mohamed & Co.

A. R. M. Mukthar

Matara Stores

Mbohan Saree House

M. K. A. Mohamed Haniff Meeran
& DBros.

Millers Itd.

M. M. Muthuwappu & Sons

Mackwoods

M. K. Mohideen

Metro Traders

Mohamed Jalal

Value
Rs.

9,258
215,542
31,740
716
17,942
9,503,988
4,937
1,492,714
18,349
312,975
191,195
916,278
7,461
20,911
1,121
18,326
930,763

519,994
113,021
67,444

8,435
153,684
30,223
27,981
120,709
7,910
840
13,840
1,236
591,327
3,007
1,692

93
40,757
4,055
3.955
6,817
30,362
1,241
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Name of Importer

P. K. Nataraja & Son

Nirvan Tmport &
Corporation

H. A. Nagindas & Co.
National Drapery Stores
J. K. K. Natarajah
The New Chinese Shop

The New Commercial Agency
The New Colombo Trading Agency

Novelty Silk Store ...

Nadeskumar & Co. ...

Oriental Lungi Co. ...

J. A. F. M. Ovinis ...

The Premier Lianka Textiles Litd. ..
The Parvathi Palayakat Co.

H. J. Pappe & Co.

M. 5. T, K N. Perlanna Pillai
& Co. v

The Pettah Drapery Stores
M. Pesumal & Co. ...
Paragon Textiles

S. P. Perianna Pillai & Co.
F. X. Pereira & Sons, Ltd.
P. Paramanand

Pesons

K. Periasamy

Premawardena Drapery Stores
K. P. Palanisamy & Co.
Porolis Fernando Furnishing Co. ...
Provincial Suppliers, Litd.
Queen Stores

Ranjana Stores

Raja & Peries Limited

Raj Textiles

M. A. Rahaman

Regal Traders

Regals

HE A H. Rahamatulla & Bros. 08,

2nd Cross Street .
Rahila & Co.
5. P. Rasiah & Co. .

3 e Ramasamy
(York Street)

Ramalingams

Export

& Bros.

2832

Value
Rs.

323.578

59,175
814,028
52,580
16,746
3,247
3,244
1,142
1,075
4,040
2,723
5,685
358,025
78,520
32,243

20,798
62,989
121,463
12,864
66,025
193,228
11,868
16,562
2,060
1,710
3,161
898
3,089
85,503
283,158
157,250
60,826
39,335
32,426
23,898

23,195
69,533
228,666

36,247
9,538
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Name of Importer

T. K. Rajappan & Co.
Ranjees

Ramstyles

P. Rijhoomal & Co.

R. Rustomjee & Co., ILitd.

J. N. Ramasamy & Bros.,
Face

H. A. H. Rahamatulla
(Kandy) .

Galle
& Bros.
Royal Paint Stores

J. K. A. Rajappa Chettiar
Rajkumars

Rahman Sahibo & Co.
‘Subramaniam, S. K.

Skanda Trading Co.

Siddique Drapery Stores

‘Shobas

Shell Co. of Ceylon ILtd.

Sekars

Saldin & Co.,
Sakoor & Co.
Saheed Bros.
Saheed & Co.
Salay Mohamed Sons & Co.
Sattar & Co., A. A.

Ltd., M. K.

Sri Ramya Stores

Shaul Hameed & Sons, S. A.
Sellamuttu Sivanathan & Co., Ltd.
Subbiah Chettiar & Sons, V. S. ...
Sellamuttu & Co., S.
Sirrul Kadheer & Co.
Salay Mohamed & Co.,
Seyed & Hussain
Saleem, S. M.

Saleem Stores
Sibar Trading Co. ...
Silk Paradise
Shewakram & Sons ...

g, B

Somar Textiles

Siddhappa  Chettiar S,
Litd. &

Sri Kumaran Textiles
Sobraj Reloomal
Sulaiman Vali Mohamed & Co.

(Cey.)

1963 e ®8 21

Value
Rs.

35,887
47,714
3,514
5,374
22,675

2,043

2,333
4,817
4,276
14,238
1,157
4,193
809
92,699
2,362
2,252
2,076
1,960
4,210
4,986
268
43,367
499,604
24,651
12,583
384,656
143,941
290,248
773,361

452,283
64,145
4,658
47,090
8,295
3,673
279,267
77,642

278,578

1,885
101,791
393,554
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Name of Importer

South-East Asm Import & Export
. Co.

Saraswathie Textiles
Shaul Hameed & Bros.,
Tajmahal Silk Stores
Tarchands

Thirathdas, K.
Thevaraya Pillai & Co.
Tolgrams

Turab & Co.
Thiruvallavur Stores
Thirumagal Stores ...

5. M.
United Trading Co.

Vijaya Corporation

Thavamani Pillai,

Vaiyapuri, P.
Vasumals
Vijitha Textiles

Valimohamed
& Co.

Venkata Chetty, K.
Venkatesan K.

Abdul Rahiman

Wellington Textiles

West End Drapery Stores
Watsons

Wilrod A7
Walker Sons & Co.,
Watumal C.
Western Commercial Agency
Yoosoof & Sons A. K.
Yarlton Stores

Zavahir, L., M. M.

Zulfika Textiles

Zahir, P. M. M.

P. Sivanandhan

Ltd.

Sovanna Muna Sena

Abdul Latiff Sulaiman & Co.
P. M. Hythroos

Khetty & Co., T. K.
Nallamuthu Pillai

Rajendra Textiles ...

Rajah Stores

Sundari Co.

K, AP, Seneviratne

A NES

2834

Value

24,122
22,435
518
71,888
4,367
36,946
48,017
35,927
7,783
5,524
5,881
888
172,096
113,714
929
3,610
343,218

447,363
47,871
86,329
70,960
27,533

17,762
302,759
8,399
109,100
760
113,568
89,130

40,686
5,233
1,804
1,519
4,327

108,369
8,831
2,961
1,217
2,102
2,605

24,108

37,401
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