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The House met at 10 aA.m., MR. SPEAKER
gngE Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY CoOREA] in the
air.
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(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(FUTETUST 9ol s6T)
(Mr. Speaker)

Before taking up the adjourned
Debate on the Address of Thatiks to
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like to inform the House that the
debating time available is only six
and @ half hours because the Debate
has to be concluded at 7 p.v. I would
therefore ask the hon. Members who
have given in their names to speak

today to keep to the time allotted to
them by their respective Whips. The

hon. Member for Nallur has got only
10 minutes more. I am unable to give
any more time.
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GOVERNOR (FENERAL’S SPEECH

DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS
[SIXTH DAY]
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Amendments [15th July] fo
Question—[7th July].
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“That this House do present the
following Address to His Excellency the
Governor-General in reply to his Speech:

‘May it please Your Excellency.

We, the Members of the House of
Representatives, thank Your Excellency
for the Speech with which you have
been pleased to open Parliament. We
assure Your Excellency that we shall give
our attention to all matters placed be-
fore us.’ ”"—[Mr. Wijesiri].
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Which Amendments were, at the end
of the Question, to add :
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“but inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Government, despite the ever-growing
public opposition to its policies and
distrust of its intentions that have
been manifested in various ways in-
cluding in the results of parliament-
ary by-elections and local government
elections, has given no indication that
it intends to change in any way the
basic anti-democratic and reactionary
policy that it has followed since it
assumed office and which has resulted
in the sacrifice of the vital interests of
the people of Ceylon to those of foreign
imperialism and its local agents and
supporters,

and as the Address shows that the
Government seeks to hide behind a
collection of miscellaneous adminis-
trative details its fundamental inability
to evolve a positive and comprehensive
policy to deal with the growing econo-
mic crisis and other problems of the
people,

and moreover as the Address is full
of political evasions and double-talk on
most matters of urgent national im-
portance and indicates that the main
consideration that animates Your
Excellency’s Government is to find ways
and means to cling on to office for as
long as possible, while seeking to
escape from the inevitable consequen-
ces of its own broken promises, oppor-
tunistic manoeuvres and reactionary
policies, and in particular as the
Address—

(a) does not even mention the high
prices and scarcities of essential
goods in everyday use, let alone
propose any steps to remedy this
situation "which has brought
about great difficulties and
hardships for the people ;

(b) fails to make even a passing refer-
ence to the ever-growing prob-
lem of unemployment, which
condemns several lakhs of per-
sons including tens of thousands
of S. S. C. qualified and univer-
sity-educated young people, to a
life of idleness, frustration and
despair ;

(¢) reveals no intention on the part of
the Government to end the unjus-
tified state of eémergency which
has existed for over two and a
half years of this Government’s
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used by the Government to in-
flict vengeance on political and
personal opponents in various
ways ;

(d) shows that the Government does
not intend to abandon its efforts
to implement the terms of the
agreement drawn up in secret in
March 1965 between the leaders
of the United National Party
and the Ilankai Thamil Arasu
Kadchi, despite the overwhelm-
ing public opposition to the
latest of these efforts, namely the
attempt to establish District
Councils, and also despite the
fact that the implementation of
this nefarious agreement
threatens the unity and state in-
tegrity of Ceylon, undermines the
position of the Official Language,
and denies non-Tamil citizens
resident outside the Northern and
Eastern Provinces any right to
obtain land distributed by the
State in these provinces ;

(e) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to abandon its
efforts to restrict and undermine
the free education scheme by
various administrative re-
arrangements, thereby creating a
chaotic situation in the educa-
tional system from the universi-
ties downwards ;

(f) does not show that the Govern-
ment intends to put a stop to its
repeated furtive attempts +to
depart in practice from the
policy of non-alignment in ex-
ternal affairs ;

(g) does not contain any proposal
even to begin the introduction
of the official language into the
courts ;

(h) does not propose to amend the
Prevention of Social Disabilities
Act of 1957 in order to make it
a stronger and more effective
instrument to protect those who
are denied social equality on the
grounds of the caste to which
they belong, and, in particular,
the so-called Minority Tamils
who are at the moment demand-
ing that the various discrimina-

tions and indignities to which
they are subject should be
ended ;

(i) indicates that the Government in
line with its general anti-trade
union policy intends to base its
proposals to effect amendments
to the Trade Unions Ordinance
on the biassed and reactionary
report of the Jayawardene Com-
mittee which has been_ con-
demned by the widest sections of
the trade wunion movement in
Ceylon ;
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(j) fails to take account of the fact
that the tall claims made by the
Government about the success of
its so-called food drive are not
reflected in any reduction in the
prices or any noticeable increase
in the supply to the consumer of
locally-grown foodstuffs; and

(k) does not show that the Govern-
ment intends to give up the poli-
tical favouritism, tolerance of
corruption, and official persecu-
tion of political and personal
opponents which are a marked
and scandalous feature of its
regime ;

we have no confidence in Your Excel-
lency’s Government "—[Mr. Ilangaratne.]
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“but we request Your Excellency’s
Government not to present legislation to
establish District Councils ”.—[Mr. Ilan-
garatne.]
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“but it is our view that the talks now
taking place in France in regard
to the war in Vietnam can make
most satisfactory progress if in
the first instance the Government
of the United States of America
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gop e lénHed @D :
stops its bombing and other hos-
tile acts against the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam and also ex-
presses its readiness to withdraw
its armed forces from South
Vietnam ”.—[Mr. Ilangaratne.]
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:
8%s5 &85 gloplle 9 a@ilenfaan s “but regret that Your Excellency’s
Aoan@aln unslws spsnsaio g%wer Lddress at the opening of the Fourth

Sl ] . Session of the Sixth Parliament—
Coupsiserns Budssmio, 2Bw STocwE

sel@® Ouigih ewrpmaLbEs QBB (a) does not contz{liin any lx'egei‘gnce to
Lo : : : i ehold exer-
ol e et the continued strang ¢

19 eV abl & giew m il 6 EhS 5 & cised on our economy by foreign

yoemioter, Bellioner gn  wIHDS®S imperialism despite twenty years

apuBsSs Caan@buey aaTaTSmss | of so-called independence ; nor to
QETENEETET LON GTeu TSl 61 BiG BrsEu)eraen the successive steps talgen by
Noé@aers@ eeacs Bioaub sTLLS this Government to chain our

economy ever more securely to
the chariot wheels of foreign
imperialism ;

Sou milwen & Ul @b,

(A8 Quprinen Saser, sUp wssofenGu gs (b) does not contain a correct analysis

Bugews apLuesste Omserair Sl of the economic crisis—the most
wsBullgyener SpBuréEs  iSaselaGu serious since 1929-31—that has
g S @msbusms THLESSH @aiur overtaken our country and that
FMEIEML  SoulcwmgsBern Guralls Gs&w has_ led to h_alvmg of th.e tice

i e e ration and the devaluation of
a9 B S 5 D BUGEIIP S SEeTm 6l & & Glev the rupee on two occasions
UpCuns@s siflprss SLEEES 2TsThasssn during the last year and to the
oelssi L. Quadu aunssm sl B consequent fantastic rise in the
Gaup mih pwHENRD BHBICE ahLGSHu cost of living and the non-

availability of many essential

gpsBunblesienioamw’s uhilé GRULTsom s consumer  goods ;

WSIC @b, ;
(e¢) does not contain any proposa_ls. to
; L glhecidl bring down the cost of living
(2) sp8osnelluner  Vgsraly esmHusHub and afford relief to the masses
erinlBg  Geofls genenr  Smemhy  apseTed or to solve the mounting prob-
B8ial  UDTEHLOGTD — @eTmTusDd  SL5S lem of unemployment which has
i EGsap ABLETLOTE Qb assumed serious proportions ;
GGl 6TIOG B9 [Bla maims &.mygin (d) does not contain any proposals to
Gopurg Qanibs DorEemh s b afford relief to the workers and
LSS psDTelsHal FIGTLE) aamenuLIL peasants and to the middle

classes who have been badly
affected by the unbearable rise
in the cost of living and whose

upol erHeD @M e 5l G,

8) ellurle ) A G 6 ‘ : standards of living have been
(el pnn indsen 5 el e gen 38 lowered as a consequence ;
Biriome] & Ha0En6Ta S H G 2 g0 Gl g,
21 Gwoflss arsmGu s Dwib W Brib wesenSs (e) does not contain any proposal for
Caemauny BNy pus e g, 2O miéen the restoration of the rice-cut

despite the boast of repeated
record harvests for 1967 and 1968

GHlGOT FnGUILIIENL E 0o GUITLIGH QB 6 g, ©) & 6ot

el BmAlel o b &2l ali s ol 6 5 ermsler 2y &g o and alleged successes of the
QUG @l GBI SeBIUESE (HUTSHSe Government'’s campaign to in-
L5 811D GemBeSianst Lgenmions £ .pi sl crease food production ;

20w foeblaact sbuUbSIONE GTOg [BMG (f) does not contain any proposal to
105HGTetT dlmiugomst  Srbualsss lift the State of Emergency,
safums W60, which has now lasted for thirty

months out of the thirty-nine
months during which this Gov-

(14) @Godéselleanr wHHL samey asTUTS ernment has been in power, and

Bler @f SBSLNS SUAUEULGSSHUCL g to restore the democratic rights
855 Quim «4GwhEs sworsmer LmLaw of the people ;
BesiiBLb aTingl BELGSE IGaISHEG e (g) does not contain any systematic
Wen & & &M @iLh, GTLOG] [BTLB L0 G145 6T BT p:lan for the rapid ind_ustrializa—
prEsty  Goawler  FeLUGUSHEG <ObNEs Eéoréigjéro%r _(;loglntr v, with a Vievg
_ I S s : . ’ SILylng our economy an
& glis Bus Beir _ @f@mm BLILI S free us from complete depenséence
QsmupdL & STDANS & FiH 0T ) a0 S on one or two export crops ;
wel s & srayn  2Qwilss aarsus S o 5 :
; : ! ; _ (Iv) does not contain an
srasesss Qs simemsn  sienn solving the problom of lack of
UL GER DO FST DI o aneinemLE @Ml irrigation facilities for agricul-
UL g s el sL6n armsa86mb. ture, which is the single biggest
stumbl;ng block in the path of
eran1Bay Bésamus s &I BT DI TFTIE & Fev Ceylon’s progress to self-suffici-

5194 B LB erany. feDigi lgham Foundatiorf€NCy in food, by nationalizing
Sl e e e L;}"ﬁog(r)%ﬁ%‘?'%E?érjz\;ﬂ('fgfjgﬁanaham.org the foreign owned tea estates,
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G ERNOPHET HND :

re-foresting the hill-tops and
solving the problem of soil
erosion, dredging and deepening
our rivers and enabling our
rivers to carry the precious rain
water, without waste, to the
cultivators in the plains;

(i) does not reflect any determination

on the part of the Government
to enforce the Prevention of
Social Disabilities Act or to help
in the eradication of the obnoxi-
ous system of untouchability and
caste oppression that prevails in

870
BB ewdbsnd BERe Bhecw

(n) does not reflect the truth of the

subjection of this Governnient to
the dictates of U. S. imperialism
which was demonstrated by _the
permission given to the notorious
U. S. Peace Corps, which nas been
exposed as an arm of the Central
Intelligence Agency of the U.S.A.,
to return to Ceyloa and the per-
mission granted to the U.S. im-
perialist ship ‘Hope’ to dock in
Colombo harbour and engage iIn
subversive activities against our
people ;

North Ceylon ; and therefore this House has no
: : ) confidence in your Government?”. —-
(j) does not contain any relief to the [Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake.]

problems facing the students,
such as lack of lecture rooms,
inadequate tutorial staff, insuffi-
cient library facilities, inadequ-
ate bursaries for needy students,
the imposition of higher exami-
nation fees, appointment of non-
academic administrators as vice-
chancellors of universities, all of
which have combined to create
a sense of frustration among the
students who have expressed a
desire for a complete and radical
change in the educational and
social structure of this country :

(k) does not refer to the disunity

caused in the country by the
attempt of the Government to
honour its secret pledges to the
reactionary Federal Party and
which exposed the sham national
unity that this Government
claimed to have built—which
unity was in fact only a unity
between the reactionary forces
among the Sinhalese and Tamils
and not between the masses of
both peoples ;

(1) neglects to point out the bank-

ruptey of bourgeois parliamentary
democracy which was imposed on
us by the cunning British
imperialists and which, during
the past 37 years, has brought no
change in the system of im-
perialist-capitalist exploitation
grhmh continues unabated to this
ay ;

(m) does not reflect the wishes of the

people of this country on the
question of the unwarranted
aggression of U. S. imperialism
against the people of Vietnam by
demanding the immediate with-
drawal of U. S. and satellite
troops and the disbandment and
removal of their bases from
South Vietnam, the complete
cessation of all bombings of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
and allowing the Vietnamese
people to decide their future by
themselves ;
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_1“ but, in the matter of District Coun-
cils—

(a) whereas the fact that the setting
up of branch institutions of anti-
national political organizations
such as the (We Tamil) Dravida
Munethra Xazagam ana the
opportunities afforded to them to
pursue their activities in this
country on an organized scale,
and the fact that these institu-
tions have not been proscribed,
continue to constitute a threat to
the sovereignty of this country ;

(b) whereas the Federal (Tamil State)
Party which has publicly stated
even in Parliament that its sole
objective is the setting up of a
separate Tamil State in this coun-
try, continues to follow that
policy and thus this party consti-
tutes a hitherto non-existent and
dangerous threat to the Sinhalese
people and also to the unitary
character of the country.

(¢) whereas steps have not been taken
in fur_therance of the interests of
the Sinhalese fishermen who are
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Karativu to Kirinda and who are
in danger of losing their right to
fish during the monsoon season
in two~thirds the coast of Ceylon,
while the Tamil fishermen conti-
nue to enjoy the right to earn a
living both in the North and East
as well as elsewhere in Ceylon ;

(d) whereas the official language has
been pushed out of the work of
administration in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces, with the
Tamil and English languages
being given the primacy due
to the Sinhalese language con-
trary to the provisions cf the
Official Language Act, No. 33 of
1956 ;

(e) whereas the Government has given
1n to the opposition expressed by
the Federal Party over the estab-
lishment of colonization schemes
for the purpose of bringing
arable land in the North and East
under cultivation ;

(f) whereas the security of the historic
Buddhist places of worship in the
North and the East, such as Naga-
dipa and Seruvavila, can be en-
dangered ;

(g) whereas the establishment of Dis-
trict Councils or the acceptance
and implementation of the policy
of establishing District Councils,
while destroying the unitary
character of the country which to
this day has been defended with
the very lives of the peovle and
which has to be defended for
ever, will also divide the country ;

this House regrets that Your Excellency’s
Government has failed to state unequivo-
cally that it will not establish Daistrict
Councils in any form or name whatso-
ever. —[Mr. R. G. Senanayake.]
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“put regret that in the matter of the
cost of living Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment has not taken measures to Ceylonize
trade with a view to—

(a) recognizing an unfettered system
of economic development &s one
of the steps which will definitely
bring down the steadily rising
cost of living and ensuring the
setting up of such an economic
system in this country ;

(b) protecting the legitimate rights of
the Sinhala people by eradicating
the corrupt practices resorted to
by the foreign businessmen ;

(¢) preventing the fluctuations in the
cost of living as a result of the
manipulation of prices at the will
and pleasure of these anti-
national businessmen ;
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(d) arresting the outflow 'of our
national wealth, which _ has
assumed dangerous proportions ;

(e) restoring the dominance in trade
which has been wrested from us
by foreign capitalists, principally
the Indians. ”—[Mr. R. G. Sena-
nayake.]
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“but regret that as far as the Indian
problem is concerned Your Excellency’s
Government has allowed it to become
acute from day to day by—

(a) affording opportunities of employ-
ment to Indians, who have not
obtained citizenship, and Tempo-
rary Resident Permit Holders at
a time when the problem of un-
employment is very acute among
the Sinhalese ;: and by not taking
proper steps with regard to the
rights of the people of this coun-
try as a result of not considering
up to date, the grant of privileges
such as free education, free health
service and rice ration, ana trade
union and political rights to the
said Indians and T.R.P. holders
to be an injustice ;

(b) not taking an honest step up to

datg to repatriate Indians to
India ;

(c) not taking steps to safeguard the
birthrights of the Kandyan Sin-
halese by including in a separate
electoral register the names of

the Indians who have obtained
citizenship ;

(d) affording opportunities on a large
scale to foreigners to purchase
and thereby gain ownership of
movable and immovahble proper-
ties at a time when sufficient land
18 not available eyen for the
people of this country ; and by
allowing them to engage in in-
dustries and agricultural activi-
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“but regret that as far as the language
is concerned, Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment has not taken action to remove the
punishments imposed on the language
loving public servants and employees of
corporations who by coming forward to
safeguard the right of language which is
an important professional right were
concerned in the incident of 8th January
1966 ; and to grant them redress.”—
[Mr. R. G. Senanayake.]
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Question again proposed, “ That those
words be there added.”

&, . 10.2
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(Qu_r&L_ [ . eTih, 6. [BIr&BTS6T—
58T )

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

Mr. Speaker, as I was saying yes-
terday we gained our independence in
1948 and the superstructure, that is
the ministries, has been changed from
Colonial Government to our own
Government. But the infrastructure
of the country is still the same. It is
the same old system. The independ-
ence and democracy has not seeped
down to the people. What is the
status of the people today ? They are

1968 @& 21
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was during British rule. The only
share the people have in their gov-
ernment is that once in five years
they can vote. Perhaps if there is a
by-election they have another chance
to vote. After that what is their
status ? They are mere servants. They
are a subject race. They have no
share, no partnership, no respon-
sibility in the government of the
country. The establishment of district
councils was the first step in the
attempt to give the people of
this country a share and res-
ponsibility in their own Govern-
ment, to see to their own welfare in
their own districts, and to help the
Central Government in the develop-
ment of the country in their areas.
To some extent they were going to
be the agents of the Central Govern-
ment. The kachcheris have always
been the agency of the Central Gov-
ernment. But now insteaé of the
bureaucrats being the agents, the
people, by popular participation in
the Central Government, were to play
a part in the district councils. It is
not a question of the powers or the
functions of the district councils but
the psychological effect on the people.
The people would not feel that they
are a subject people ; they would feel
that they are masters in their own
right. That would have been the
difference. The people would have =z
feeling that they also were a part of
the government, that a responsibility
rests on them, that they were also
rulers in their own right. The rule
of the people, by the people, for the

people, was also taking shape. They
were not going to be ruled by the
bureaucracy and they did not have
to hang about the kachcheri verandas
waiting for the bureaucracy to speak
to them, nor did they have to go on
a pilgrimage to see the Ministers
which was even then a difficult thing
for them to do. They would have
had to go through a Member of Par-
liament or some friend of the Minis-
ter and perhaps the Minister may
consent to come and speak to them
and he may very often say, “I have

just the same common;Bgesle, lagity Fp6 tite ; T am very busy”, and ask
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them to go away. Or perhaps you
may have to invite him to your area.
You might have to invite him, gar-
land him and you may have to have
tom-tom beating and dances to en-
tertain him. Perhaps then he might
like a Maharajah consent to give you
a small class-room for your school
or an extra culvert. They are peti-
tioners, not men in their own right.

The first time the Government tried
to give them a share in their own
government, the Opposition opposed
it. I will tell you why they do not
want it. They do not like an upright,
sturdy, independent people. They like
to have people who are subject. Then
only can they introduce a totalitarian
government of theirs. They can rule
and lord it over people who are a
subject race. The charming Leader
of the Opposition wants to have them
as feudal serfs. She does not want
to have them as a self-respecting
people. That is my opinion.

It is a conspiracy against the
people, against the Sinhalese people.
Ninety-five per cent are made to
sacrifice their freedom, their inde-
pendence and their democracy. I say
ninety-five per cent because they
have said federalists are only five
per cent. Ninety-five per cent are
told to cut their noses, and perhaps
to cut their throats, to spite the face
of the federalists.

This conspiracy against the people
is borne out by another matter, the
Opposition’s opposition to the grant of
fundamental rights and against even
the continuance of Article 29 (2) (e)
of the Constitution. The Sinhalese
people are told that these fundamen-
tal rights that are safeguarded by the
Constitution are for the minorities.
I say it is not for the minorities, but
for the individual—every individual.
They are told “We the Sinhalese
people do not require it. It is
the minorities who require it. Do
not give in to the minorities. We must
have the right to torment them and
to tyrannize them. Being good Sinha-
lese Buddhists, we will not exercise

those rights, but we must lgﬁgy{geglgg)ﬁgdahmd;mm‘m and have
noolaham.org | aavesd@blished "in court.

rights, ”
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We are told that the reason why
we must not have fundamental rights
is because parliament should be sup-
reme, parliament must be paramount
—parliament must not be shackled.
There is no parliament in the world,
except the British Parliament, which
calls itself paramount. I say it calls
itself paramount although it is not,
and I will prove to you it is not.

All the other parliaments have got
written constitutions. Britain has no
written constitution. It is supposed
to be paramount because they have
no written constitution. Other par-
liaments which have written consti-
tutions are the creatures of the cons-
titution. In Ceylon also our Parlia-
ment is a creature of the Constitution.
In Germany, in the United States of
America, in Russia, it is the same.
Therefore, their parliaments cannot
be supreme. They are subservient
to the constitution. They say the
British Parliament is supreme or
paramount because there is no writ-
ten constitution. Even though there
is no written constitution. I will
prove that the British Parliament is
governed by various conventions,
various  historical factors, and
various decisions of courts which do
not allow parliament to be supreme.

For instance, in England, they
have got their conventions. Con-
ventions are much stronger than
even laws, and these conventions
rule parliament. Again, in Britain,
we are told, there are no funda-
mental rights. That is all nonsense.
In England they have the Magna
Carta and there is the Bill of Rights.
That is not written into the constitu-
tion because there is no constitu-
tion but it is enshrined in the hearts
and souls and minds and blood of
the people. Therefore, the British
Parliament which is composed of
British people will always be restric-
ted, always be controlled, by those
historical factors and conventions.

Again, the British Parliament is
controlled by certain decisions of the
courts. Certain people have gone to
got their rights

They may be
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against the government, against a
corporation, or against another indi-
vidual, but those rights have been
subsequently upheld by the courts of

appeal. Those decisions control
parliament. Parliament will not go
beyond them. Those are rights

under the common law of England.

Therefore, to say that parliament
should be supreme and therefore
there should be no fundamental
rights, is a conspiracy against the
people, because fundamental rights
are for every single individual.

It may be that our Prime Minister,
who is a Sinhala, Govigama Buddhist
and a leader of a big political party,
may tomorrow have his fundamental
rights infringed. He may be held
captive by a totalitarian government
and the right of going to court or
of being sentenced by a court may not
be given to him. If there are funda-
mental rights, he can exercise them.
The people are the people who make
a nation. The largest number are
Sinhalese. But if you are denying
fundamental rights to the mnation,
this House is of no use because a
nation, as I said, is built up of people
who are strong, who have the con-
fidence of their rights, who are iree
men. A nation without free men is
useless. A parliament of such a
slave people is not worth having.
It is the various units in the struc-
ture that give the whole structure
its strength. If the bricks in this
building are made of powder the
building will not be strong. Like-
wise, the strength of a nation depends
on the vitality, strength and indepen-
dence, and sense of security of its
people.

I say that there is a conspiracy by
the Opposition against the people, to
give them no fundamental rights, not
to allow them a share in the Govern-
ment, under the D.C’s not to give
them the strength that makes up
for—[Interruption]. But for the fact
that the Opposition are against the
people getting their rights, their
independence, and their strength,
they would not oppose the proposal

w Y ,
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the first attempt to give real demo-
cracy with self-respect to the people.
Today the people have no self-
respect ; they are still a subject
people ; they have to hang around
kachcheris and run after their Mem-
ber of Parliament to get things done.

Tet the people enjoy at least the

beginning in the rule of the people,
by the people, for the people.

I say that a conspiracy against the
people is being carried out by the
leftists who want a totalitarian
government. They do not want the
people to be free and do not want to
give them their fundamental rights
under some specious argument that
Parliament should be paramount.
Even in Britain, the only country
which has a parliament which is
paramount, they are restricted by the
Bill of Rights, the Magna Carta and
the various decisions of court.
[Interruption.l I am sorry I have not
been given sufficient time to speak.
We as a party have been falsely and
maliciously maligned. But I bow to
your wish.
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“ No teachers have been transferred on
the ground of alleged participation in
political activities during the General
Election of March 1965.”
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(Mr. Speaker)

Is the hon. Member coming to a
new point ? I want to bring it to his
notice that of the time allotted to
him only two minutes are left.

cCwW € 9HVELD .
(&, Qavanel] @ 6mraur sor)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

No. I sent you a note.

DS 5NN

(LT BTSE e Ser )

(Mr. Speaker)

Yes, but how much more time does
he require ?

eCis & @@®miam .

((ﬂu Qevenigh @ﬁar@;:f'r{bm)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

As much time as I need to finish
my speech. I have explained in the
note I sent you that I shall take as
much time as is necessary up to 50
minutes of the time allotted to the
hon. Member for Agalawatta. He is
entitled to 50 minutes.

D S 5NGEDDE
(& LIT BT WIS 1T 9 GUIT BET )

(Mr. Speaker)
45 minutes.

e € @i .
('réﬁ 5. Qevews) @)m‘rar:ﬁgmr )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

How is that ? I shall take as much

e HOEO 68 5Bwd g ¥urae@rB@m Fofnidetime as is necessary.
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake—Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, Minister of Planning & Economic

Affairs and Minister of Informaticn and
Broadcasting)

Is he not speaking ?

QY IDEFF LD,  BHAIW, Spcﬁ?uJL}Lj

cG & 9WIERND Yw.

(Blan. CQavevel (T QUi 6T )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

He will speak if there is time left
for him to speak. That is an arrange-
ment between us.
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(Qaorres 11 ofl Coeypriss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Qe wEen o DE @D WS
es¥e ?

oG C ©2radls» .

(‘@@ Gleveiel] (@ereui gar)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
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“I will certainly look into the case of
this boy.”

ety DCDocs Doew a5 v 92
o 3 uo 208 BB Bg 8
. H8Ce@ryy eTo®n® Do
c®ced Y DD :

“In the case of L. M. A. Peiris, he was
found to be qualified and was sent for
the medical test too. Unfortunately it was
subsequently found, according to confi-
dential reports received, that his being
offered admission to the German Training
School would aggravate the problem of
indiscipline among the boys there. In the
circumstances, the question of this boy
being admitted to the schocl had to be
carefully considered and it was decided
that he should not be given entrance for
that reason. ’—[OrriciaL REporT, 7Tth Sep-
tember, 1967 ; Vol. 74, c. 3858.]

DHNEDDNCE], @B g O®»
@y e “his being offered admis-
sion to the German Training School
would aggravate the problem of
indiscipline among the boys there ”
©2x20 “among the U. N. P. boys in

the Bandaragama Electorate ”
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
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(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
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“ Unfortunately it was subsequently
found, according to confidential reports
received, that his being offered admission
to the German Training School would
aggravate the problem of indiscipline
among the boys there.”
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(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

Must be a red guard.
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W BNGDHDH
(FLITBTUST Ofeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Is the hon. Member reading the
agreement or a newspaper account ?

CCW € 9HmPVIAD e,
(Bn. Qavavel] @ aui ser)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I am reading the agreement—
Clause 4 of the agreement.

Bewldm @575 9edDCw

896
dB cwfdsnd B¢ 3cw

D B5NGDDN s

(& LIT BTusT ojeul &er )

(Mr. Speaker)

What is that agreement ?

oCW € 9B O,
(8. Qavevell @enraui Gar)
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

The agreement between Mr. Dud-
ley Senanayake and Mr. Chelvanaya-
kam that was signed on 24th March
1965.

WD ZNGDD S

(& Lur BT 96Ul S6T)

(Mr. Speaker) 2

Order, please! What I want to
know is this. Is the hon. Member
reading from the original agreement,
or is he reading a statement ?

oCW C 9MmIERD Ve,

(2m. Qavenell @ewreur ser)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

I am reading from HAnsarp. This
has been read out before and has
been published in HANSARD twice.

DS BNBEDDD)

(FLIT BTUIET S)aui Geir)

(Mr. Speaker)

If it is HAaNsARD, it is all right.

oW € 9HAERD e,

(&l Qovewall @ enrar s )

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

This cannot be hidden from the
people. The Government has not
denied it. It is true. If there is any
sentence that is wrong in this, it can
be corrected. Let us have the

proper agreement. Let this country
know.

DS 5NNy
(&L prsi syou ser )
(Mr. Speaker)

I am only concerned about the pro-
cedure.
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ccd @ 9edEAD D,

(B Qavavell @GeTaul ger)

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

Now since you raised this matter, I
should like to take the opportunity
of reading it in English also because
I find that the English papers do not
wish to publish this agreement,
especially Clause 4 of the agreement.
They dare not publish it. I challenge
the capitalist English press to kindly
publish this because 1 say and I am
convinced that even the communal-
minded people in the North, if they
see and read Clause 4 of this agree-
ment, will agree that that Clause 4 is
unjust and cannot be supported by
any person who stands for the unity
of this country.

Now, Sir, I do not wish to take
your time or the time of this House
in reading all the clauses that are
found here, but I should like to read
Clause 4 of this agreement. It reads
as follows:

“4. The Land Development Ordin-
ance will be amended.”

@i DEC o NNGED

(Qaearres L L ofl Crepriss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

So, you have to come beiore Par-
liament. That cannot be done in
secret.

oG € 9&WIEQAD S,

(S Qavawsf] @emreni 567

(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)

No. That is not the point I wish to
make. Nobody is against your want-
ing only to provide that citizens of
Ceylon be entitled to the allotment of
land under the Ordinance. But please
listen to this:

“Mr. Senanayake further agresd”—

That is in addition to the agree-
ment that the Ordinance should be
amended.

—“that in the granting of land under
colonization schemes the following priori-
ties be observed in the Tg%}
Eastern Provinces: ”

1068 & 21
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The capitalist press, please note
down carefully.

—% (a) Land in the Northern and
Eastern Provinces should, in the first
instance, be granted to landless peasants
in the district.”

We are one hundred per cent
agreed. We cannot agree with any
of the other priorities. To go on:

“ (b) Secondly, to Tamil
persons resident in the
Eastern Provinces, and

speaking.
Northern and

(¢c) Thirdly, to other citizens in Ceylon
preference being given to Tamil Citizens
in the rest of the Island.”
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D B5NGDB )
(FLuTpTLST gaiiser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I regret the reference made yester-
day by the hon. Member for Habara-
duwa to the delivery of the Speech
from the Throne by His Excellency
the Governor-General. Had I been in
the Chair at the time I would not
have allowed it.

¢8I e,

(Bw. ypugrs)

(Mr. Ariyadasa)
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(&Fum prsr cgfaufasﬁ')

(Mr. Speaker)

T DO 695 WE ©dD®D a5y
QISE.

1S Dea.

(B gflugrs)

(Mr. Ariyadasa)

GENEB WZNBDNOB, gw D B¢
e’ & gRLAD %0» B WWEBY HO
ACIEHEHT ) DB,

1.7

Sl
. & 8. ocasY Swn. (Sc emned
BB @®BILY)
(B 19 o5, Q9. Qzerwer—OsrepLor]
LG &) PG (LD OYBIS S Sl )

(Mr., P. G. B. Keunemanr—Third
Colombo Central)
~ Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to
intervene at this stage of the Debate,
but, in view of the uneven progress
of the Debate, perhaps it is just as
well to say what one has to say as

soon as an opportunity presents it-
self.
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This is the fourth Throne Speech
of this Government, made after three
and a half years in office. I notice
from the comments in the press as
well as from the comments of Mem-
bers of both Houses that they agree
on one point, and ‘that is that the
Debate has been dull, insipid and
aimless. I am not prepared to quarrel
with those estimations. I do not think
Members of this House or of the
Senate can be blamed too much, be-
cause the Debate has naturally fol-
lowed ‘the pattern set by the Throne
Speech itself. If one looks carefully
at the plethora of miscellaneous de-
tails with which the Throne Speech
is studded, one wil: find underneath
it very little indication of a compre-
hensive and purposeful policy by
this Government tc deal with the
most burning problems that face the
country and the people.

I am not surprised that, aiter three
and a half years of pinning their
faith in various political and econo-
mic myths, which have now proved
to be false, my hon. Friends opposite
seem to have lost hope. They seem
to be now concerned mainly with the
question of finding ways and means
of staying in power for as long as
possible.

After all, Sir, even the Govern-
ment will have to admit that there
have been a number of objective in-
dications that the political position
which they had in 1965, when they
formed this Government, they do not
have any longer. There are mcre and
more objective indications of growing
public disapproval and oppesition to
the policies and performance of the
Government.

This has been indicated in the re-
sults of the parliamentary by-elec-
tions. Even in the two parliamentary
by-elections in which the candidates
of the United National Party were
successful—these were in constituen-
cies which have been traditionally
favourable to the Government—their
majorities have been rediiced very
considerably. Local government
elections have also generally gone
against the Government. It is very
interesting to note that, while the
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Government is talking of its {remen-
dous popularity in the village areas
as a result of the food drive, the vil-
lage council elections taking place in
a number of areas where the food
drive is presumably in progress do
not reflect any vast growth in the
popularity of the government candi-
dates. In fact, government candidates
have often been wiped out decesively.

&l 8. 3edRS Qw. (meTDeei)
(8m. i 1§ HCn& P—er: _ard)
(Mr. R. P. Wijesiri—Kundasale)
What about the N. C. P.?

(GE= L IO BOTIN

(&w Qseriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I shall come to it. This disillusion
with the Government has also spread
into the urban areas. Many of the
urban areas in the last elections were
strongholds of the Government.

0é T RDSew:
(Caarreas oymssson gmer)
(An hon. Member)
What about Ratnapura ?

SRy .
(B Caarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

At Ratnapura, your buying over
one man does not mean your victory.
Victory is based on the votes of the
people, and in ‘that respect you lost.
The results of the Dehiwala-Mount
Lavinia municipal election were a
shock to hon. Members opposite.
They say it was due to their bad
administration. Undoubtedly, it was
due to their bad administration, and I
am glad they have discovered that
after some hard knocks. But it gene-
rally shows the growing dissatizfac-
tion of the urban population with the
policies of the Government. That is
why we are not surprised to find a
lack of purposeful direction in the
Throne Speech. -

When we cast our minds back over
the last 3% years we can still re-

member some of the great Ma%%wq

BewiBn 535 @eFVC®
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the Government concocted in order
to justify its existence and the pana-
ceas they offered for our country’s
ills. It seems funny to say so teday,
but do you recall all the stories about
national unity that were told to us 3%
years ago ? In 1965, on the basis of
a United National Party-Federal
Party agreement signed in secret,
this Government was formed, and
the claim was advanced that the po-
litical alliance of the U. N. P. and the
F. P. constituted “national unity”
in this country. From roof-tops my
hon. Friends opposite proclaimed
that they had established national
unity. When we attacked the politi-
cal substance of that secret agree-
ment we were accused of being com-
munalists. When we pointed out what
the reactionary policies of the Fede-
ral Party were, we were told that the
Federal Party had undergone a
change of heart. It was not so long
ago that we were told that the Fede-
ral Party had given up federalism,
that they had accepted Sinhala as the
official language, that they had cea-
sed to be naughty boys. But the
spokesmen of the Federal Party have
been quite explicit that they have
not given up any of these things. In
fact, one branch of the Federal Party,
their youth leagues, have now gone
even further. According to the news-
papers, if those reports are correct,
they are no longer satisfied with the
demand for a federal system. They
want a separate Tamil State estab-
lished in Ceylon. These young men
are only carrying to its logical con-
clusion what they have been taught
by their Federal leaders. After all,
it is the F.P. Leader who once sum-
med up their policy as “a Federal
State if possible and a separate State
if necessary.” Now they feel there is
no possibility of getting acceptance
for a Federal State. After all, a Fe-
deral State means that at least two

sections of the people must agree to
it. One community alone cannot es-
tablish a Federal State. Therefore the
F.P. youth leaguers are taking their
policy to a logical conclusion and are
now demanding a separate Tamil
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I remember that when winding up
the Throne Speech Debate in 1965,
my Hon. Friend, the Prime Minister,
displayed a messianic enthusiasm. He
said that he never thought that it
would be given to him to lay the
foundation for national unity in this
country, as he had done.

oé DRE oW NINGWD
(Gaarres t Lafl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Sencnayake)
I still say that.

S5y .

( 55 Qaserioer )

(Mr. Keuneman)

You still say that. But it is now
clear ‘that it has not been given to
you to do that. I want to ask you,
what has happened to your “national
unity ” now ? Where is your national
unity now, hon. Members of the
Government ?

ad OsIBedews
(Qaerrea &S seur sIHT)
(An hon. Member)

Right in front of us.

DY Dedn

(&5 Qaseriver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

All we can see right in front of us

is a picture of disarray and confusion
in the ranks of the Government.

o PRE owsnsNeD®
(Gsorrar L afl Caeypruss)
(The Hon, Dudley Senanayake)
There is no disarray.

S5y e

(S Qseriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)
. The U.N.P.-F.P. alliance is crack-
ing at the seams. That was the basis
of their “national unity ”. It was only

two weeks ago we read the Debate
on the White Paper proposals——

@& RRE cEMNBNED
(Oserras 1t ofl Coeypriuss)
(The Hon, Dudley Senanayake)
Why did you read ?

1968 8 21
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eV 5Y Dea.

(&cn. Qaerioer )

(Mr. Keuneman)

We were absent, but we read of
what took place.

aé DRE NN
(Osorre L ofl Cr@pruss)
(The Hon, Dudley Senanayake)
I ask you, why did you read ?

e 5y .

(B Qserioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Why do I read ? Because I want to
see what you say when we are not
there.

@& VDE et sNNwD
(Qzarrey 1L afl Ca@priss)
(The Hon, Dudley Senanayake)

You could have come in and
listened.

SO %53 Ded.
(B GQaaricer)
(Mr. Keuneman)
There was no need for that. I can
read. I trust your HANSARD reporters.
A large number of members of the
United National Party got up in that
Debate and spoke as though the
Federal Party were a millstone
round their necks. Mind you, that
was the basis of their national unity.
Even in this Debate a number of
members of the United National
Party gave the Federal Party lec-
tures on how to behave. Even the
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Local Government

aéy RRE o NN

( OlEeT T e L E_S}‘Jﬂ

Ca@priss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
You got a lecture from Dompe.

eV sY S,

(&ch. Qaeriear)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Those lectures have gone on for a
leng time, from the days of “ Dompe

socialism. ” My hon. Friends now say
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that the alliance with the Federal
Party is the cause of all their mis-
fortunes. But this was at one time
“national unity.”

The Tamil Congress and Federal
Party are fighting each other like
cats and dogs. This is not a fight that
takes place only outside the House ;
even on the Floor of this House
these hon. Members who are sitting
happily together under the protec-
tive umbrella of the Hon. Dudley
Senanayake, fight each other like

cats and dogs. The only thing we
cannot distinguish clearly from their
mutual charges is who is betraying
the Tamil people more because they
are both accusing each other of
being traitors to the Tamil people.

The Muslim Members of Parlia-
ment on the Government side with-
out exception—I am sorry, with one
exception—the hon. Izzadeen Moha-
med, the Appointed Member who re-
presents the Prime Minister rather
than any Muslim constituency, all
other Muslim Members of Parlia-
ment spoke against the Federal

Party. They all spoke against the
distriet council proposals that have
been advanced as a result of the
secret agreement between the
Federal Party and the United
National Party. This is the actual
state of affairs today.

What has the Prime Minister been
doing in the last few months ? He
has been assuring the people, parti-
cularly the Sinhalese people, on the
Floor of this House, through the
radio and in public meetings, that he
is not a traitor to their interests,
that he will never be a traitor to
their interests, that his alliance with
the Federal Party is not one which in

any way harms the Sinhalese people.
Why does he speak like that ? He
speaks like that because he is cons.-
cious of the fact that wide sections of

the Sinhalese people, not only those
on this side but even those who sup-
ported his party in the last election,
have now begun to feel Very nervous

and uneasy about this very alliance
to which he is still

Bewldry @535 QLFRGH
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The Prime Minister was very
scathing about the correctness of the
legal decisions of a former Chief
Justice. I notice that this Govern-
ment is keeping that ex-Chief Justice
as head of the Police Commission.

ol AVE cEsNNGED
(Gsarra 11 ofl Crepruss)

(The Hon, Dudley Senanayake)

He resigned from the Advisory
Committee on Food Production but
he prefers to remain in the Police
Commission.

SO sY S¢a.
(B Csarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I have nothing to do with the ex-
Chief Justice and I have my own
opinion about him. But he was one
of the stalwarts who campaigned to
form this Government. A number of
Mahanayakas have given advice to
the Prime Minister, sometimes in
rather sharp terms.

B RRE o sNNGED
(Caerrar 1t af Qa:@rmmués&)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

X%y Dean.
((&'3?@ O& et Lo )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Why should that happen except
that there is a tremendous suspicion
about this agreement, though the
Prime Minister during the last two
years has been using the slogan
“Trust me! There is nothing wrong
in district councils” and so on and
so forth. We now read in the papers
that he is going to announce that he
is not going to introduce a District
Councils Bill. T hope that is so. We
will welcome a categorical declara-
tion from the Prime Minister that the
Government will not introduce dis-
trict councils. We have asked the
Government to abandon its intention
to establish district councils and we
have also done so by an Amendment
Thanks.
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(Gaorras -t afl Co@pruss)
The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Have you given up Marxism ?

V53 Dea.

(B Qseroar)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I have not given up Marxism.

CBEOET By e,

(§lm Qagevpper swSEian)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The hon. Member for Dompe (Mr.
F. R. Dias Bandaranaike) said yester-
day that you had.

o sy .

( S GQasarLoarT)

(Mr. Keuneman)

As far as I remember, the Member
for Dompe made no remarks about
the Communist Party.

ad 28. 8. A (2898 o™
&nd POR)

(Qsarrar erth. lo. UL T—ollauEFrLl,

2 50T ) C@;m‘a}mj:afff‘)
(The Hon., M. D. Banda—Minister of
Agriculture and Food)

What a convenient memory !

e »Oxy e

(8- Qsarar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I raised this point to ask my hon.
Friends on the other side what has
happened to the “national unity”
that they boasted about. The very
alliance, the very agreement, on
which you based the claim of national
unity has become suspect not only
among the mass of the people but
even in your own ranks. This alli-
ance is now being questioned by
your own people. So where is your
“national unity ” now ?

When the UNP-FP agreement was
entered into, I said, opening the De-
bate for the Opposition in the 1965
Throne Speech, that this was an un-
principled agreement the purpose of
which was to defend the imperialist
and big Ceylonese vested interests cf
this country. It is to defend their
interests that these two parties got
together, not to create natignal unity,

3——&D 15687 (68/7)
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My hon. Friends of the Federal
Party spoke about their determina-
tion to join the Government in order
to restore the “lost rights of the
Tamils”. It is now pretty clear that
if they joined the Government to res-
tore anybody’s lost rights it is the
rights that the capitalist class of this
country are frightened of losing. They
have nothing to do with the rights
of the Tamils. Now they are telling
their own supporters and their own
youth leaguers and even their ex-
member, the hon. Member for Kayts
(Mr. V. Navaratnam) that whatever
happens, whether they get a D-C Bill
or not, they must stay with the
Government in order to defend
democracy. -

oS ARVE cWsNBNGED
(Gaorrey 1t afl CFEypriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
So you are very put out.

GEm En O IO B
(@@- Q& Gor LG )
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am not put out. You are welcome
to keep the Federal Party with you.

o ADE o€ NBZNGEWD
(Gaarrar 1Lafl CF@priss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

You tried to form a government
with them.

eV 5Y e,
(8 Qsarioar)
(Mzr. Keuneman)

I did not try to form a government
with them.

& VAE edNNGD
(Caorren 1L ofl Ce@priiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
In 1961.

DD %Y Deso.
(&l Qaariner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I did not form a government with
them,
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(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
You tried to.
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(Mr. Keuneman)

I did not try to form a government
with them. As far as the Communist
Party is concerned, we have the dis-
tinction of being the only recognized
party in this House that has never
been in any government.

adL o0&, ®8, SR (SHds GOD
B e NReTT  pdweD
Sode wOwy 8¢ @O@Bedw ©dC
@35 eCw)

(Gserrer  Geg. Y. e UIaT FET—@) T T
QT 5145 ec;n;mméaf@Lb 197 SLp g;mmaﬁ&'uﬂggm
Qavaflaileu s s

LIT ST LI, ‘___cpfsmm.ﬁr F T FILD

urrreserns srilugshyb)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene—Minis-
ter of State and Parliamentary Secretary

to the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence and External Affairs)

What about Czechoslovakia ?

V53 .

(Ban. Qaeraer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I will tell you about that if you
give me the Prime Minister’s time.

That is what the Federal Party
said, that they were joining the
Government in order to restore the
lost rights of the Tamils. But what is
the actual position today, after three
and a half years?

My hon. Friends of thle Federal
Party must face up to this fact. Why
is it that you are so mistrusted among
the broad mass of the people out-

side the Tamil people ? Is this due to
communalism ?

eBEDET 08 .
(Bla5. i gemiesin )
(Mr. Amirthalingam)

Sheer communalism ! Digitized by Noolaha
* noolaham.org |

x5 @ed AC®

dich
aavanariamnt.
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oD 53 D,

(D Qaarioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Of course, there may be people
who distrust the Federal Party for
communal reasons. But the Federal
Party is most distrusted for the fact
that it is the most reactionary party
in this country, even more reaction-
ary than the U. N. P. in some
matters.

eSEDET ol .

(B i ellmsio)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

That is why the Coalition parties
wooed us !

o5y S

(Bm. Gaarioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

May I say this ? The Tamil commu-
nity in this country has been singu-
larly unfortunate in their leaders
over the last three decades. I am not
saying this only about the Federal
Party ; I am saying this also about
the Tamil Congress. The people of
this country have long memories.
Who can forget that it was the leader
of the Tamil Congress, Mr. G. G.
Ponnambalam, who, when every
other party boycotted the Soulbury
Commission, went before the Soul-
bury Commission and publicly asked
that an imperialist commission
should come here every ten years to
settle the future of Ceylon ? Do you
think that the people forget these
things ? Do you think that the people
have forgotten how the Federal
Party opposed the taking over of the
British naval base at Trincomalee ?

c@EHETa® Scm.
(S ol sellisih)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
Certainly not !

W5 Sean.

{.@@‘ Qe iner )

(Mr. Keuneman)

You sent a cable to the Queen,

askirlf__fti her not to hand over the base
%OBandaranaike Government.
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gOEMEBT0® Ocn.
(8- O Fellm1aLh)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
We never opposed it.

o35y e,

(S Qsarar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You opposed the schools take-over.
You said that not a single Sinhala
teacher should be sent to the North
and East.

cOENCHT A .

(B opRi seliath)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

We never opposed the naval base
being taken over.

eIV sY Deso.

(8w Qaarioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You went round telling Tamil new
entrants to Government Service not
to learn the official language and to-
day you have landed them in a mess
and left them there.

FBENET 0@ .

(B i selliaih)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

We never landed them in a mess.

CeQHHNE cUWININGWD .
2898¢s)

B
arsd)

(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke—Meda-
wachchiya)

They are remaining there now to
settle thuse problems.

(®re

awgsfure CEepriuss—LbS

RN 5I Ses.
(5m OQsarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You deliberately went round tell-
ing the Tamil new entrants not to
learn the official language. You were
then a member of the Government
and your party had a Member in the
Cabinet.
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e@EDET0® Ve

(D5 o sellmsid)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

We told them when we were in
the Opposition.

eRMOsY Desa

({%},:wr). G s6arLbadT )

(Mr. Keuneman)

No, afterwards too.

e@ENET 0@ e
(B opi sliiath)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
Not after 1965.

e 53 e,

(B Qazarioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

After 1965 onwards the Federal
Party has not made any change of
policy. And some unfortunates lis-
tened to them and refused to learn
the official language; otherwise,
between 1965 and today they would
have learnt something of the official
language.

That is why there is today this
mistrust of anybody who allies him-
self with the Federal Party, and
of any cause that the Federal Party
espouses. Do not think, because we
have attacked the political policy of
the Federal Party, that we are
against the Tamils. We are confident
that the Tamils will one day kick
the Federal Party out, and that day
will see the beginning of national
unity in this country.

The Federal Party is only one
party representing the Tamils. As far
as the district councils are concerned
not all the Tamils want them. There
is quite a substantial section of
Tamils who say that they
do not want district councils. The
Tamil Congress says so. The Minority
Tamil Maha Sabha says so. Various
individual Tamil gentlemen have
said so.

When we opposed district councils
we did so not because we were
opposed to the Tamils. In that case,
about 50 per cent of the Tamils are
also against the Tamils. We did so
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because we are against this divisive
move based on the secret U. N. P.-
F. P. agreement.

CeRemende IO BNDBY
(OL_r&L_j prepTser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Because you are against decentra-
lization and against democracy.

SIS TATOL SO

(8w Qaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

My hon. Friend just reminded me
of the second government myth, the
myth of democracy. They say that
they joined the Government and the
Government was formed to “save
democracy ”. This was the basic, fun-
damental slogan on which they asked
the people for their support. We have
already had a good example of their
democracy. As it has already been
said, we are getting on towards the
1000th day of Emergency rule.

In 1966 there were only 18 days
without a state of emergency. In
1967 there was not a single day with-
out a state of emergency. And in
1968 there has not been a single
minute without a state of emergency.
A state of emergency has now
become the normal basis on which
this Government operates its so-
called democracy.

You will remember the various
excuses that have been given by the
Government from time to time to
justify the continuation of the state
of emergency. First of all there was
the January 8th 1966 incident, after
which they said that they feared
there may be communal clashes. Inci-
dentally, may I repeat the request
made by the hon. Member for Pana-
dura (Mr. Leslie Goonewardene) of
the Hon. Prime Minister. Please
publish the report of the Committee,
not the Samarasinghe Report but
the report of the committee you set
up to inquire into some aspect of the
January 8th events, and as a result
of which a number of police officers

Bewln @5IF) eedaCE
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whom you punished on charges of
neglect of duty were vindicated. We
would like to see that report because
it will be very interesting to know
what that committee had to say
about these incidents. It was pre-
cisely on those incidents that you

started the state of emergency.

You thought that there may be
communal riots after 8th January
1968. Was one single Tamil person
attacked on that day? Was one
single Tamil house or one single
Tamil boutique attacked on that
day ? The only clash that took place
was the one at Kollupitiya between
the armed forces of the Government
and demonstrators who included
Tamils. I am personally aware of
8 Tamils who were injured in that
incident.

GUENET 0@ e
(8Bn. i gellmsih)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)
Rubbish.

OBy Do

(8w Gaerive)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Why do you say “rubbish”? I
know them personally. I do not know
how many other Tamils were there
but I know for certain 8 Tamils were
injured—/[Interruption] Yet we were
told that the state of emergency was
to be extended because you feared
communal troubles.

Then the Hon. Prime Minister
went away for medical treatment.
The Hon. Minister of State began to
look after the Government. He found
a new reason for extending the state
of emergency. He said that a coup
had been organized to overthrow the
Government and that it was neces-
sary to maintain the state of emer-
gency until they were able to take
the persons suspected of organizing
the coup to court. They have taken
such persons to court many, many
months ago. The case is now in pro-

gress but the state of emergency still
corrtinges.
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Since then we have not been given
any reason for continuing the state
of emergency. We have not been
given a single reason for over 18
months. The only reason trotted out
by the Hon. Minister of Labour was
that under the emergency powers
they have introduced special regula-
tions to pay workers the devaluation
allowance of Rs. 10 and Rs. 7.50 a
month. My Friends on the Govern-
ment side know that they do not
need emergency powers to legislate
for wage increases. You have had
enough time during the last 18
months to introduce permanent legis-
lation to give effect to that. This is
no reason for continuing with the
state of emergency.

The Government needs emergency
powers, and it knows it, for two rea-
sons. First, it wants these powers in
order to put through all its commit-
ments to the World Bank which in-
volve blows against the people in
order to obtain a series of loans, and
secondly, to be able to put through its
commitments under the U. N. P.-
Federal Party secret agreement. But,
on the district councils issue the
Government seems to have come to
the conclusion that even emergency
powers are not sufficient to put
through some of the terms of the
agreement. Public opinion is very
strong on this matter and the people
are not prepared to allow such
things to take place.

We have had many examples of
this love for democracy. We have
had the repeated postponements of
the Ratmalana and Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia elections, and now we have
the results of those elections. These
elections were postponed and we
know from the ranks of the Govern-
ment the reasons why they were
postponed. As long ago as 1966 we
were told that the dissolved Jaffna
Municipal Council will be restored
and now we have to wait till January
1969 before elections there can take
place. Even the Privy Council
judgment says that your Minister
acted in a partisan way in dissolving

1968 & 21
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the Jaffna Municipal Council. Every-
body knows it. But merely to main-
tain the prestige of the Federal
Party and some of its local repre-
sentatives in Jaffna, the people of
Jaffna have been denied the right to
elect their own municipal councillors
for almost 2% years. That is their
democracy !

We know all about your tall talk
about the freedom of the press. You
told us, “If you want to smash the
monopoly of the press or break it in
any way, why do you want fto
nationalize Lake House ? Why do
you not start your own news-
papers ?” Some people did start
Opposition papers, and to this day the
C.1.B. is refusing to transport those
newspapers, in the way they carry
other newspapers, even for payment.
You had to dismiss all the directors
who took that decision because they
created such a scandal in the C.T.B,,
but still the discrimination against
the Opposition newspapers continues.
The Information Department is pre-
pared to issue bulletins to the Oppo-
sition papers. The House of Repre-
sentatives issues passes to their re-
porters. Even the Railway carries
Opposition newspapers. But still the
C.T.B. refuses to carry them. For 33
years the C. T. B. has been steadily
refusing to do so. The “undemo-
cratic” S. L. F. P. Government from
whom you wanted to save the
country carried your papers in the
C. T. B. Certainly they carried your
papers in the C. T. B. Not a single

newspaper was banned. These are
the facts. This is what happened to
your tall talk about democracy.

Therefore that is the second myth
that has now disappeared.

Next we have the myth about
foreign aid. My hon. Friends oppo-
site were convinced that the Aid

Ceylon Club, the Consortium and
various capitalist powers who were
friendly with them would give them
enough money in the form of aid to
be able to tide over the economic
crisis.
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(8@ Qapevpper guGman)
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

Not only from capitalist cogntries,
but also from socialist countries.

@hde 3. 8, cweld (wSwsy
emnJ)

(sar & erar. eriv, QuUCTrr—wi g wrp
Cari enL_)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

Socialist countries are not in the
Consortium.

CRVyY s,

(&ln- Qaserier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

My hon. Friends had soon to give
up that illusion. They pinned their
faith in foreign aid for about 1%
years to 2 years. After that the Hon.
Prime Minister started talking about
‘ self-sufficiency ".— [Interruption]. It
is true that you got some aid, but
you did not get all or even most of
the aid that you were promised. Is
that not correct? You are still
waiting for aid that was promised
two years ago.

od VRE etd N

(Qsorra L ofl Corepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

S5 Dch.

(B Qzerier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

That is the fact. Rs. 250 million was
offered in the first year and out of
that you got only Rs. 115 million. In
the second year you were offered Rs.
250 million; the Hon. Prime Minister
went abroad and they agreed to pay
in addition to the Rs. 250 million for
the second year what was unpaid in
the first year. In spite of that only
about Rs. 190 million came to them. I
do not know what has come in the
last few months. For that we will
have to wait for the Budget. All the
published figures up to date——

Bewids @535 PeBRCEH
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ad DEE cE NN

(Qaorras ' ofl Ca@pruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

We will discuss it during
Budget Debate.

the

O DO5Y Ve

(@p- Gseriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Hon. Prime Minister may tell
me if I am wrong.

o RRVE o NNGD
(Qserra Lt afl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
The hon. Member is wrong.

SV D
( (Q@ Gl& ot Loeor )
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am not wrong. If I am wrong
your Minister has been telling a
falsehood to this House. I am going
on what he said. The big myth of
foreign aid saving you has also dis-
appeared.

For a short time after that we had
the tourist myth. I do not know
whether that is still in existence or
not. All that has happened is that
some entrepreneurs were given
foreign exchange permits to build
hotels, which they are still building,
and a number of the 1962 coup sus-
pects were given lucrative jobs in
the name of tourism, but tourists are
not arriving. Every day there are
reports that something is wrong or
that for some other reason the
tourists are not arriving. Apparently
they are still getting ready to come
and apparently very soon in another
4 or 5 years, word will get around
that there are a few beds for them
in Ceylon provided by the Minister
of State and the Tourist Bureau.
The Hikkaduwa resthouse—I do not
know whether it is a coral garden or
a hotel now—was taken under a
new management some time ago.

(.)1_1 that occasion the Hon. Prime
Minister made a speech where he
said that tourism may well be a sub-

stitute foreign exchange earner for
what we have lost—
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aé PRE owsNINGWD
(Qaorra L ofl Coepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Not a substitute.

OOy e

(Bl Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

—on exports.—[Interruption]. Any-
way the tourist myth seems to be
rather soft-pedalled.

@& o8, @8, DA
(Caorrar Cag. 2y uieui sar)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
Take it up in the Budget.

5T .

(Ep. Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)
I will take it up in the Budget and
’ especially on the Hon. Minister’s
Votes.

As our amendment points out, the
question that really disturbs the
people of this country is the question
of the high cost of living. There is
not even any mention of it in the
Throne Speech.

Take prices. Would my hon.
Friends admit that they have not
been able to bring down prices?
Even their own Central Bank report
for 1967 admits that the cost of living
has risen, in spite of all their talk
about the food drive and successes
on the food front, of pictures of
granaries bursting at the seams with
paddy, cornucopias full of locally-
grown produce, and so on.

aé AE o sNINGED
(Qzorreas L ofl Coresruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Why does not the hon. Member
come with me ?

e Sesn.
( Bm. Gl eorLoer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

I will come. I will deal with him
in a minute.

1968 %@ 21
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In spite of all this talk, food prices
and the prices of other essential goods
do not seem to have come down. Let
us remember that this increase 1IN
prices in 1967 especially has been
created not by the operation of blind
market forces but by administrative
decisions of the Government itself.
Most of the increases in price were as
a result of deliberate administrative
and political decisions of the Govern-
ment. Between 1966 and 1967 the
JColombo Consumers’ Price Index
went up from 1123 to 114.8. The
Central Bank report says this at
page 138:

“The average price of food to the con-
sumer, as indicated by the index, in-

creased by 3.3 per cent from 109.1 in 1966
to 112 in 1967, "

Then it makes this
comment :

significant

“The level would have gone up further
but for the exclusion of open market rice
from the index after the revision of the
weights in the cereal group subsequent to
the reduction in the ration.”

In other words, they did not take
the open market price of rice into
calculation when they constructed
the index. But even excluding that,
they will have to admit that food
prices have gone up and, as I have
mentioned, the prices were mostly
pushed up as a result of administra-
tive government action.

The price of wheat flour has been
raised in two stages from 23 cents in
1966 to 33 cents at the end of 1967.
The price of sugar was increased by
five cents in December 1967, also by
administrative order. At the begin-
ning of 1967 the Milk Board increased
the price of a bottle of milk by 13
cents, and this led to an increase in
the price of milk powders and other
milk products.

I quote again from the Central

Bank report :

“Within the food group other signifi-
cant price increases were recorded against
chillies, coriander and garlic, onions, pul-
ses, meat, potatoes and yams.”

Also

“Price of kerosene was increased by
oneentsper. gallon in December 1967,....”
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Then again, it says :

“In July 1967, the licence fee on im-
ports was raised from 1 per cent to 10
per cent of the value of goods other than
milk and milk foods....”

When the Foreign Exchange Entitle-
ment Certificate Scheme was intro-
duced there was a further devalua-
tion of the Ceylon rupee, and over a
range of nearly one-third of our im-
ports you have to pay forty-four cents
more to get one rupee’s worth of
foreign exchange.

So, I want to say that it is not sur-
prising that the Government says
nothing about the prices question be-
cause a great deal of the price in-
creases that took place in the course
of last year were as a result of deli-
berate, calculated and inhuman deci-
sions by this Government. These are
not as a result of the accidental play
of market forces or due to temporary
shortages. One of the main reasons
why you got such a licking in
Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia is this price
question and the non-availability of
goods.

A& DAE el rnsncan

(Qaerras 11" af Corenprudgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

How do you know it was due to
that ?

S5 .

(5. Osarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I know because I worked in that
election.——[Interruption]. We did not
lose any seats. You lost quite a lot of
seats. That is the actual position with

regard fo availability of goods and
their prices. .

What is the position with regard
to employment ? The position is just
the same. What do the people say
about the employment position ?
What do you say ? You say nothing.

BT 05T SwsBotn s,
(8105 Qopssppesr ggusBman )
(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

The situation is Improvingzed by Noolah
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S5y Qcaw.

(B . Qaariver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

But even the Central Bank does not

agree that the situation is improving.
—[Interruption].

CBE OBy Hesliots con.

(85 Qaped ppear equi@raam)

(Mr. Shelton Jayasinghe)

You do not believe that report.

CMNVsY Des.

(5w Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

If that report has prejudice, it is
in favour of the Government—[In-
terruption]. I am prepared to accept
its figures, including what it says
about the food drive, because I have
no statistics of my own to contradict
them.

This is what the Central Bank re-
port says about the unemployed re-
gistered at the exchanges. In 1964
there were 68,141 unemployed per-
sons registered ; in 1965—75,459 ; in
1966—91.112; in 1967—94,322. So,
you see, the situation is improving !
It is getting worse. And what about
the numbers placed in employment
by the exchanges? I am sorry the
Hon. Minister of Labour is not here.
In 1965 the total number of persons
registered at the exchanges who were
placed in employment was 1,129, that
is, 3.6 per cent of all those who were
registered ; in 1966—6,802, that is, 2.9
per cent of all those who were regis-
tered ; in 1967—4,183, that is, 1.6 per
cent of all persons registered. The
situation is “improving ” according
to my hon. Friend, the Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Indust-
ries.

Did the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary read the “ Daily News” of two
days ago ?——[Interruption]. And the
figure for 1967 of those placed in em-
ployment is the lowest for any year
in the history of the employment

exchanges,
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aé RAE e NN
(Qaerrar L ofl Co@prués)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The employment exchange figures
are not the sum total of jobs found in
Ceylon.

s3I Dean.

(& CQsariner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

But these are the only figures avail-
able. I do not know how many of
them found jobs through Mr.
Mohamed’s private employment
exchange.

a8 D353, D, cueld
(soorf G erer. orib. QuGTInT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Mohamed is having a private
exchange of his own.

cDO5Y Deso.
( Scm. Qaearirer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

I know there is a private exchange
operating from his bungalow. We
do not know how many found em-
ployment through that. I am going
on what you say were registered at
the official exchanges. If you have
two exchanges let us know about it.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Ministry of Industries would
have read a very significant article
in the “ Daily News ” on the 19th ins-
tant quoting official figures to show
that there will be nearly a million
unemployed by 1970. That will be
practically one-fifth of the work force
of this country. Most of them will
be young people with at least the

J.S.C. qualification. What a waste
of talent! What a waste of ability!

But in all these matters my hon.
Friends do not seem to be worried.
They are trying to cut down. the free
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education scheme. The Minister of
Education has declared war against
everybody concerned with education.
First he fought teachers, then the
students, and now he is fighting uni-
versity dons. He cannot go anywhere
without opening his mouth and abus-
ing these people.—l[Interruption]—
and apparently they are now retaliat-
ing by hooting him wherever he
appears. There is utter chaos, com-
plete chaos, in education. He intro-
duced a General and Technical Edu-
cation Bill. It was so fiercely opposed
that he pushed it down and hid it,
and now he is trying administratively
to put through some of those so-call-
ed measures in defiance of what has
been expressed in this House and
without the permission of this House.

Is this democracy ? Is this your
concern for the younger generation ?

WS BN GRS
(Furprusi _yeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member has only two
minutes more.

WS sY D¢,
(Sw. Osericer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am very sorry. I wanted to speak
about the food drive, and that needs
a little more than two minutes.

A& RRVE ced NN
(Qaorrey Lt afl G F (@) BT U5 )
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I would like to give him a little
more time to speak about Czechoslo-
vakia.

WOy e,
(;@@j. Gla e oot )
(Mr. Keuneman)

I shall certainly speak, if he gives
me his, time.
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(FUTBTULIST 26Ul S6rT )
(Mr. Speaker)
I can give the hon. Member time
till 12 o’clock.

eV sY cs.
(55, Gseriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Now we have the latest of, shall I
say, the Government’s myths, the

latest thing on which it pins its entire
faith, namely, its food drive. The
food drive has become the main
plank of the Government’s activities.
It is given priority in the Throne
Speech itself. It is given priority in
the enormous propaganda tha: goes
on about it, in the concentration of
governmental effort, in the allocation
of financial and administrative re-
sources. I think it also occupies quite
an important part in the calculations
behind the Government’s poiitical
strategy because hon. Members of
the Government have often explained
to the people that by 1970 they intend
to produce two-thirds of our rice re-
quirements.

A& VBRE o 5NB5NGED
(Qzorrey i ofl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

No, three-fourths.

oWV %Y Desn.
(B p. Qseriver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

But the last official statement was
your Minister’s saying two-thirds.

- oé RIE cd NN
(Qserres L ofl Cr@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No, three-fourths.

%Y S,

( (Q@ Gz ariner )

(Mr. Keuneman)

They are getting more delirious.
They are getting more and more

Bewidnm @535 VD
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duce three-fourths of the require-
ments, save a lot of foreign exchange,
use that foreign exchange to import
articles which are in short supply and
about which the people are complain-
ing, satisfy everybody and then
everything will be all right.

Whatever the Government’s inten-
tions may be, everybody will
welcome any genuine effort to
increase the production of food, to

increase the production of anything
in this country. I am not sure about
the production of children, but cer-
tainly any genuine effort to increase
industrial and agricultural produc-
tion is always welcome.

Before we go into ecstasies about
the success of the so-called food
drive, I think we should like to know
a few more things about what the
actual position is. First of all, the
claims that are being made are based
on the production of food in a single
year, namely, 1967. In 1367 the pro-
duction of paddy increased from
about 47 million bushels in 1966 to
95 millicn bushels. I am not disputing
figures. I am saying that your
euphoria is entirely based on that one
year’s result. It must be based on
that, on the performance of one year,
because there is no other year during
your term of office, in which paddy
production increased. In the two pre-
vious years 1965 and 1966, your pro-
duction was less than that of the last
yvear of the S. L. F. P. Goverrment.
In the first year, 1965, it was some 33
million bushels and in the next year
it was 45 million bushels. When it
fell (rom 50 million bushels to 33
million bushels, you said the bad
weather was one of the main causes
for this spectacular drop.

odi ARVE etd 2NN
(Qaerres L of Coemprids)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

jubilant. Now they inﬁg&;ﬂzeatg\/mggaham ~Prought.
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(8l Qaerwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Equally we want to know te what
extent good or favourable weather
was one of the causes—I do not say
it was the only cause—for the present
increase which has sent you into
ecstacies.

aé VRE o8 sNBNED

(Qaorray L ofl Caepruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Last Maha we had floods and all
other things.

c»%Y Dea.

(8. Qaarer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You had it in the coconut areas, in
the Hon. Speaker’s area.

aé VRE o NN
(Oserrey L afl Co@pruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Why, the Kurunegala drought ?

eD»53 O,

(8. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You have droughts today tco. 1
notice that the Central Bank xeport,
when speaking about the pro:pects
for 1968, says that the prospects are
good provided the weather is good.

aé 8. 8. @d. 9ndRm
(Qaorra . 1F. Q- EGHRTQUTHT)
(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

For agriculture that is an impor-
tant factor.

e@M®OsI e,

(9@” Gl T LoeiT )

(Mr. Keuneman)

I know it is an important factor.
Therefore do not get exhilarated
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in which the weather was relatively
favourable. I am informed by Mem-
bers from the N. C. P. that owing to
the drought there people are already
beginning to ask for relief in some
of the areas in the N. C. P. I do not
know what the overall picture is.
When your production goes down,
you say that it is due entirely to the
weather, and when it goes up you
say it is due to the Government’s
food drive!

Let us be a little more modest on
these questions. The main question
is, why is it that the increase in pro-
duction is not leading to a decline
in prices ? I want to say, first of all,
that in the case of the so-called food
drive the figures given of increase in
production are mainly concerned
with paddy production. In the case
of vegetables and other locally-
grown foodstuffs, as you will see
from the Central Bank report, prices
had gone up during the whole of
1967.

O RRVE W INBNGEGD

(Qsorres L ofl Co@priiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Chilli prices have come down.

e sY Ve,
(&@w. Qserier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Yes, because at the moment there
is a seasonal glut of chillies in the
market. Take the price of off-ration
rice. Of course, it is nothing like it
was at Re. 1.80 and Re. 1.90 imme-
diately after the reduction of the
ration. Those were speculative prices.
The average price today is about
Re. 1. The price of a measure of rice

ranges between 90 cents and Re. 1.10.
Anyway, the average is Re. 1 per

measure. This price is fairly steady

over the big increase in agingle year. . but, itiis not coming down. Surely
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one of the first results of a tremen-
dous increase in production as my
hon. Friends know, should be a

decline in price.

aé RRVE o 5NBNED
(Qsarrar 1L ofl Coe)priiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
We are importing less.

eWS 5y Sedn.

(&lon. Gaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

But in 1967 you spent more—some-
thing like Rs. 18 million more on
food imports, that is, rice and flour.

o DO, 8, AL
(Gaerras siib, 0. LIGRTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

What about the international price
of rice ? Have you looked into that ?

ey e,

(Bw. Qaarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Give us the quantitative figures. I
do not want to argue this point be-
cause it has been referred to by the
hon. Member for Dompe (Mr. F. R.
Dias Bandaranaike). Let us have the
figures of flour imports. Importing
flour instead of rice does not mean
saving foreign exchange. It only
means that the bills will have to be
paid by some future government.
Flour is bought on deferred payments
under PL-480. The foreign exchange
may not be spent by you. In two to
three years time somebody else may
have to pay that amount.

The whole economics of your food
drive will have to be examined much
more carefully.

BewlEn @BE) VeBAC®
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oé VVE oW sNBNED

(Qaerra 1 ofl Ca@ypriiss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Why does he not speak about
Czechoslovakia ?

eADO%Y e,

(B Qaserioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

If my Hon. Friend wishes to I will
speak to him after the Adjournment
on that question. Why should I speak
about it now ? Please come outside
and I shall explain the whole matter.
Or let him speak about his secret pact
with the F. P. before asking me to
speak on an irrelevant issue to this
Debate.

Well, just as much as they got
delirious about national unity, about
tourism, about foreign aid and their
other panaceas to solve the problems
of the people of the coutnry, now
they want us to put all our hopes in
the food drive basket. We do not
have to quarrel about the people’s
opinion of this Government as it is
quite evident from the results of the
‘by-elections and the local govern-
ment elections. All these things indi-
cate that it is high time this Govern-
ment was removed.

mcbs?sammzs;@a
(Fumrprusi ,g,yanf‘asair}
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The

Sitting is -
pended till 2 p.m. < e

dudde S0 e¢mmeEd MOMEDD GBS
Ci¥ ¢ . 20 40 wOWDm cd.

ST 26y (RemL Bossiuce, By
B w. 2 weflée Zoibuoruh my,

Sitting  accordi
G ingly  suspended

and then resumed. i
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(Mr. Speaker)

I wish to remind hon. Members
that the Division will take place at 7
p.M. The Government therefore has
23 hours and the Opposition two
hours.

ad D8, 8. aeTa»

(Qserrar erib. te. tiewrL_m)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Mr. Speaker, the chief feature of
this year’s Throne Speech Debate has
been the attention drawn to two to-
pics of discussion, one, food produc-
tion or the food drive, and the other,
the D.C. Bill concerning which hon.
Members of this House have express-
ed various views and opinions.

I am glad that the food production
drive has received considerable at-
tention of hon. Members, because it
goes to prove that it has caught the
imagination of the people of this
country, and that Members cn both
sides of the House are very much
interested in it. The proposed D. C.
Bill, regarding which hon. Members
expressed various opinions when the
White Paper was debated here, has
also been discussed in many quarters.

In regard to the food drive and the
progress made in food production, it
is reasonable for us to ascertain why
this Government has embarked on
such a venture, a national venture in
a certain sense, in which all sections
of the people, irrespective of party
and other affiliations, are expected to
join. Placing it in its correct pers-
pective is not a difficult task because
anybody who is acquainted with the
economy of this country and’ ihe ills
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of that economy, will undoubtedly
arrive at the conclusion that, as a
major corrective measure in rectify-
ing the ills of the country’s economy
and setting the economy moving on a
path of economic growth, the first
and the primary emphasis will have
to be given to food production. The
Government in its Throne Speech has
emphasized that aspect very clearly.
Not only have we emphasized that
aspect of the matter very clearly, but
we have also expressed our appre-
ciation and gratitude to the peasantry
and to every section of the popula-
tion of this country who have res-
ponded enthusiastically and partici-

pated fully in this national effort at
food production.

Now, I would mention very briefly
one or two very simple home truths
about the nature of our economy. Our
economy is said to be an import ex-
port economy. No doubt any economy
is that, but ours is particularly so
The economic wealth of this coun-
try depends upon our exports
and our exports are still called pri-
mary exports because we keep on ex-
porting tea, rubber and coconuts. Of
our export earnings, 93.45 per cent
are from these three productions and
if the prices are good in the world
market and our volume of production
is good, well then, our economy be-
comes buoyant. If that is not so, then
our economy lags behind. Added to
that, if the imports in respect of food
as well as consumer articles, finished
goods, machinery and so on go up in
price in the world market then we
suffer a great deal, and our economy
is such that it cannot stand the
strain. It has been such a terrible
strain'that it is reflected in a denial
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of certain consumer goods and arti-

cles, and we have not been able to
import in sufficient quantities raw
materials, machinery and so on,
which are so absolutely necessary for
a developing country to develop its
economy.

Now, that is the nature of our
economy and it is no secret that per-
haps every Government has been
addressing its mind to the rectifica-
tion of this economy from this posi-
tion. What is the policy that we have
followed ? We have followed a
policy of import substitution prima-
rily. That is, while keeping the con-
sumer and other needs fairly satis-
fied, greater emphasis has been laid
on the developing aspects in domestic
agriculture. While we are making
efforts to keep the plantation indus-
try going, because that is the industry
which earns us our foreign exchange
even now, greater emphasis is laid
on the production of what we call
domestic  agriculture, primarily
paddy, subsidiary foodstuffs, produc-
tion of milk and so on and so forth.

We are attempting to substitute
imports as fast as we can and as much
as we can growing locally, producing
here within our country, the bulk of
the food that has been habitually im-
ported from abroad. That is one line
of activity. The other line of activity
is the industrial development. There
too the primary emphasis is on im-
port substitution. I am not going to
dwell on that aspect, because it will
be a matter which the Hon. Minister
of Industries will deal with during
the Budget Debate.

Bewidn @535 Leda.Cw
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For the last two to three years this
Government has been engaged on a
programme of recovery, trying to
activize our economy from the stag-
nant position, the doldrums, in which
it was. The lack of foreign exchange,
which is a chronic disease facing
many of the developing countries,
was also besetting this country. All
our efforts had to be made in the
face of whatever foreign exchange
earnings we had and which were
registering a further drop. Over the
last two years, that is for the period
1965 to 1966, the drop in foreign ex-
change earnings was Rs. 240 million ;
and there was a further drop of
about Rs. 260 to Rs. 270 million in
1967. In the face of such a situation
it was all the more necessary for the
Government to direct its efforts to-
wards increasing the production of
certain items of food in respect of
which there was a drain in our
foreign exchange resources.

Let us see whether that effort has
been a successful one, or whether our
economy 1is still stagnant. In this
connection, I would like to refer
hon. Members to the Annual Report
of the Central Bank for 1967. It says
at page 1:

“A substantial expansion in real out-
put was the highlight of the economic
situation in 1967. The foundation of this
expansion was firmly rooted in produc-
tion for domestic use, unlike in past years
when the good or bad performance of the
economy depended mainly on export per-
formance. Not only was the output of
the domestic sector substantially higher
than in the previous year, but it was also
sufficient to more than offset a further
decline in the export sector and to pro-
vide a higher rate of growth than in the
two previous years.”

Now, Sir, that means we have been
able to absorb the shock and the ill-
effects of export prices falling,
and yet not only hold the position
but also add to the growth. So there
1s a sustained growth in the local
economy. A shift is taking place
from absolute dependence on export
prices. It is a gradual shift. I do not
say that we can continue to live and
maintain our economy healthily if
ggﬁc&rta @}*mes keep tumbling down

mrif}é €; but even in the case of
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an adverse trend, this shows that we
have got away from the position
where performance of the export
sector alone has been the decisive
factor. We are moving away from
that—not absolutely, but we are
moving away—and for the first time
that development in the economy is
showing results.

Now, Sir, in the same page the re-
port says:

“The balance of payments situation in
1967, as in 1966, caused grave concern.
The terms of trade, which had declined
by 13.1 per cent in 1966, declined further
by 9.4 per cent, reflecting a fall in ex-
port prices of 6.3 per cent and a rise in
import prices of 3.4 per cent. Export
earnings reached the lowest level since
1953, while import payments were only
marginally lower than the highest-ever
level reached in 1966."

That is, we have been importing a
lot.

“ Consequently, there was continuous
pressure on external payments through-
out the year.”

There the other fact emerges—the
adverse balance of trade—and deve-
loped as a result of our export
earnings dropping and the cost to us
of our imports rising.

Now, Sir, what is it that has
brought about this healthy growth
in the economy ? Let us examine
that a little. While hon. Members on
the Government side were highly
appreciative of the pace of develop-
ment and response that we have re-
ceived from farmers throughout the
country, and were hopeful that in a
very short space of time we would
be able to become self-sufficient or
nearly self-sufficient, particularly in
rice and some .subsidiary products,
hon. Members of the Opposition tried
to pooh-pooh the idea of self-suffi-
ciency or near self-sufficiency in a
short space of time and to show that
there has been nothing by way of an
increase in the production of paddy
or of any other crop.

I shall refer again to the report of
the Central Bank for 1967. It is con-
venient to do that. All thestatistigs
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are based on figures gathered by the
Department of Statisties and other
departments using the same techni-
ques and methods adopted in the
past. These statistics reveal a certain
growth. But they would not do for
hon Members of the Opposition.
Indeed, the hon. Member for Dompe
said yesterday that he would not be-
lieve these figures. Now, Sir, these
are the very figures, the very statis-
tics, that my hon. Friend used in
order to show that there was increas-
ed production during the period of
their Government and when he was
the Minister of Agriculture. The
same statistics are being used now.
There is no difference in the statis-
tics or in the techniques used to
collect them.

With regard to economic growth
in 1967, the same report of the Cen-
tral Bank, at page 2, states:

“The increase of 4.9 per cent in the
Gross National Product at current prices
was brought about entirely by the im-
proved performance in the domestic sec-
tor which more than offset a decline in
the performance of the export sector. The
expansion took place substantially in
domestic agriculture, banking and in-
surance, construction and manufacturing.
In 1967, the net output of tea, rubber and
coconut growing declined by 2.9 per cent.
In contrast, the expansion in domestic
agriculture amounted to 19.2 per cent at
current prices. Within this group the
net output of paddy increased by 49.9
per cent, of milk and eggs by 4.5 per
cent and of subsidiary food crops by 5.3
per cent.”

Then in the next paragraph it
says :

“In the domestic agricultural sector, in
contrast, the real value of output of
paddy, livestock, fish and other food
crops showed marked increases, the most

encouraging being the increase of 20.3
per cent in paddy production.”

It goes on like that. I do not want
to read the wohle of it.

I want to draw the attention of
hon Members to this very significant
fact. Yesterday, in his speech, the hon.
Member for Dompe attempted fto
make out that there was no increase
in paddy production while he admitt-
ed that there was an appreciable in-
creaseidn the production of some of
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the subsidiary food crops. That is
what his argument had been. I was
not present when he made his
speech but I have it from the Hon.
Minister of Industries that that was
what he said.

I would invite hon. Members to
look at page 34 and the table in the
opposite page. It is very illustrative
of what has been happening with re-
gard to the production of paddy.
There has been a steady increase in
the production of paddy. Table 1Tl
(A) 12 at page 35 shows the quanti-
ties of paddy produced from 1959 to
1967. When you look at that you will
find that in 1959 the total prdouction
of paddy was 36.5 million bushels. In
1960 it went up to 43.1 million
bushels. In 1961 it was 43.2 million
bushels ; in 1962, 48.1 million bushels ;
in 1963, 49.2 million bushels ; and in
1964, 50.5 million bushels. My good
Friend maintained that this produc-
tion of 50.5 million bushels for 1964
was the highest.

a& Y BRlewyY
(QserTor gzpﬁ&;&é,ﬁswr} @@muﬁ)
(An hon. Member)
Surpassed in 1967.

ad 2. 8. AT
(Q&orsey @rib. Le. LIGRTLIT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Yes, that is correct. When you ex-
amine this table further you find that
in 1965 the figure has dropped to 36.3
million bushels. Unfavourable
weather was the reason for the drop.
There is a recovery in 1966, and in
1967 the production of paddy went
up to 55.1 million bushels. Those are
the production figures that are given
here. '

1 shall now give you the figures that
the Statistics Department has sent
us for Maha, 1967-68. The Yala crop
is still in the field. My good Friend
told us this morning, “ You are count-
ing on one year’s performance. That
is hardly sufficient for you to boast
so much.” I am not tryingetoytake

BRewrldn @835 @&t
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undue credit for it or trying to buil_d
castles in the air. What he said is

true.

In 1965, from 50.5 million bushels,
it dropped to 36.3 million bushels.
That drop was the result of the terri-
fic drought that prevailed. The pull-
up from there was a very difficult
job because there was lack of sead
paddy, farmers had no money in their
hands, and there was a feeling of
depression. So naturally it became
difficult to pull up from there. There
was a recovery programme, and pro-
duction increased to 45.7 million
bushels. That year the weather was
fairly good. In the next year we
have been able to achieve the figure
of 55.1 million bushels. In the face of
the odds that we had to face I con-
sider that a fairly good achievement.
The targets we had set for the vari-
ous districts all collected together
come to 61 million bushels of paddy.
Now, according to the target for 1963
we should get 61 million bushels for
both Maha and Yala. I am happy to
mention to hon. Members that from
the provisional statistics for Maha
which we have got from the 22 dis-
tricts we could reach a total of 43.4
million bushels. That is for Maha
alone. While we recorded a harvest
of 55.5 million bushels for the whole
of last year, Maha brought in 34.9
million bushels, which was the
highest Maha harvest up to that time.
This year, according to the provi-
sional figures supplied by the Statis-
tics Department, we should have a
harvest of 43.4 million bushels. So
that, production has gone up by 8.5
million bushels for Maha alone. I
went further into this and found that
less than 10 per cent of the increased
production had been as a result of
new extents of paddy land being
brought under -cultivation by the
efforts of the Hon. Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power. That would
account for about 3 million bushels,
I think. So that, excluding this figure,
there has been an increase of 5.5
million bushels of paddy in Maha
1968 over Maha 1967. All told there
has been a production ficure of 43.4
millionrbushels in Maha 1968.
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In the last Yala harvest we
achieved a production figure of, I
think, 20 million bushels of paddy.
This time our target is 21 million
bushels. But even if we reach the
figure we achieved last year, namely
20 million bushels, we will get the
61 million bushels of paddy—our tar-
get for the year.

Now, for the next year, 1968-69, we
anticipate a production target of 69
million bushels of paddy. Our Minis-
try and department teams are Now
engaged in the districts. They have
drawn up a district programme, and
although we indicated that we anti-
cipate a target of 66 million bushels,
from the performance of the various
districts, it looks as if they are hope-
ful of reaching in respect of each
district something more than what
we anticipate.

Then, when the adjustments take
place, it is expected that we might
adopt a target of maybe 68 or 69
million bushels for the next year.
That is, the Maha of 1968 and the Yala
of 1969 are expected to yield about 69
million bushels. That will be the
harvest registered for the year 1969.

Mr. Speaker, according to the plan
we have put forward which is in the
Agricultural Development Proposals
envisaged, the production is expected
to increase from 50.5 million bushels
for 1964, the highest record up to that
time, to 70 million bushels by 1970.
Of course, 70 million bushels does not
mean self-sufficiency. I have stated
that over and over again in the
House. The Hon. Prime Minister
says that by then we would reach
about three-fourths, self-sufficiency.
Seventy million bushels is the target
for 1969-70.

In 1968-69 we do not think we
would reach that figure, but I think it
would be very near that. Of course,
if the weather is good we might
achieve those results, because I have
every confidence that in this vear,
when the Yala harvest is reaped, the
target of 61 million bushels that we

1968 & 21
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I wish to take this opportunity to
pay a ftribute to the farmers and
cultivators, and to all those who are
engaged in food production, parti-
cularly paddy, ‘or their response and
the tremendous efforts they have put

in, which have enabled us to reach
the figures I have just quoted. It was
a millstone round our neck—itl is so
even today—to be in this parlous posi-
tion of having to import so miuch of
our food from abroad, particularly
rice and certain subsidiary foodstuffs.
With a tradition of paddy cultivation
and with the Government from the
Donoughmore days making heavy
investments for providing irrigation
and other facilities for the produc-
tion of paddy, it would indeed be a
sorry plight if we should continue to
be in this position any longer. T think
every hon. Member, whether cn the
Governnient side or in the Ogposi-
tion, will be happy, whatever the
differences of oupinion may he as to
the tarcgets achieved or not. i1 we
reach self-sufficiency or even if we
reach the target of 70 million bushels
in the year 1969-70. Mind you, that
would be an increase of 20 million
bushels over the highest production
for any year. The increase is from
50.5 million bushels to 70 million
bushels, but really within the lifetime
of this Government we had to go up
from 36.3 million bushels. Of course,
with normal weather the production
then would have been in the region
of 46 million bushels. However, it has
been a tremendous task, and I think
we are moving rapidly in the right
direction.

With regard to subsidiary food-
stuffs, the Customs returns for 1964
show—I do not propose to go through
the whole range of items. I am pick-
ing up one or two items, becavse my
time is limited—that we imported
424,000 cwt. of chillies at a cost of
Rs. 46 million. In the same year, we
imported 1,471,458 cwt. of potatces at
a cost of Rs. 25 million. In respect
of chillies, I think the figure is a
little on the high side in the sense
that there is sometimes a certain

have anticipated would beoreachedolahamamount of overlapping of the records
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kept by the Customs and those kept
by the other departments. Also, I am
told that because of the foreign ex-
change restrictions people may have
imported in that year a little more
than they do normally. Anyway,
even if we assume a slightly lower
figure, what is the position today ?

We have been giving dried chillies
on ration from February last year—
3 ounces per head at Re. 1.60 per
pound. Having satisfied the demand
to a certain extent in that way, look-
ing after the needs of every consu-
mer, and after supplying eating-
houses and institutions off-ration
chillies from the imported variety at
Rs. 2.75 a pound, the balance has to
be obtained from local production.
We have been importing chillies to
satisfy these needs—the raticn as
well as the off-ration supply to insti-
tutions, hotels, grinding mills and so
on and so forth.

About 1,900 tons go for the ration.
1,050 tons all told on a rough cal-
culation have been imported for a
month. That would take us to
240,000 cwts. It may be about
350,000 cwts. If it is 425,000 cwis. as
mentioned hersz, and we are import-
ing today 240,000 cwts., then it is a
big drop in imports. But even if you
take 350,000 cwts.,, as the normal
fisure and not what is given here as
425,000 cwts., still there is a drop of
100,000 cwts. In fact, by next year
I think we will be importing possibly
only two-thirds or less than two-
thirds of our requirements. We used
to import 100 per cent of our require-
ments three years ago. Three to four
years ago we used to import 100 per
cent. If we drop 100,000 cwts. it means
two-thirds.

In regard to chilli production,
because of the drought and the failure
of rains in January, February and
March this year, I think many of the
chilli-growers in Anuradhapura,
Vavuniya and right round the coun-
try suffered. As a result of that,
chilli prices went up to Rs. 4, Bs. 5,
Rs. 6 and sometimes touched Rs. D
Today, the hon. Member for Anura-
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honest enough, will say that chillies
can be obtained for anything from
Rs. 2 to Rs. 3. Chilli prices have
come down and have stabilized at that

figure.

Then in regard to paddy p:roduc-
tion, there are two ways in whirh we
can judge the progress. The ration
is there, but the off-ration rice and
the quantities that we are impcrting
from abroad are two significant fac-
tors by which to judge production.
They are good barometers.

When the one measure rice ration
cut took place, the price of off-ration
rice rose to Re. 1.50, Re. 1.60, Re. 1.80,
Rs. 2. Today my hon. Friend, the
Third Member for Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman) was good enough to
mention—that was a fact that T too
was going to come out with—that the
price ranged from about 95 cents to
Re. 1.10. My Friend was good enough
to mention it in the course of his
speech this morning. That is correct.
The price has got stabilized there. It
may be that between Yala and Maha
a small rise in price may take place.
That also depends upon production.——
[Interruption].

It cannot go below the cost of pro-
duction also. Nobody is going to sell
his produce below the cost of nroduc-
tion. My good Friend is always harp-
ing on the consumer price. He always
harps on the consumer price and he
wants the consumer price to come
down. If is good, but the prodtcer in
this country, the peasant, is producing
for the people of Ceylon, and he is
not going to waste his time if he is
not going to get an income. He must
have an incomz. You are so fond of
bemoaning the fate of the peasantry.
For the first time the peasants are
having some income. The peasantiy
right round the country are now
having some income.

Then I go on to imports and import
prices. I shall now give the figures
of rice imports. The following are
the figures in respect of imports of
rice from China : :

1966—at £36 a metri
1967—at £49-1.5 i1c ton f.o.b.

dhapura (Mr. Ratnayake), if he is.... 1968seiat £65-18-4
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These figures are available in the
Food Commissioner’s reports.

Thén, from Burma we bought at
the following prices :

1966—certain varieties at £37-12-0 and
certain varieties at £40 per
metric ton.

1967—at £44 and at £43.

1968—at £ 64-3-4.

The two prices are, one for par-
boiled variety and the other for raw
rice variety.

You will see that in the cose of
China there has been a price rise from
£36 1n 1966 to £65—18—4 in 1968. In
the case of rice frecm Burma the price
rise has been from £37—12—0 in 1966
to £64—3—4 in 1968.

Now, from 'Thailand we buught
rice and the figures are as follows :

In 1966 we bought one parcel at
£36—17—0 and another parcel at
£42-—10—0. In 1967 the figure is
given in Dollars and it was $.129.50
which converted into Pounds will be
£46. We purchased 100,000 tens in
1967. In 1968 we bought 40,000 tons at
£72—18—4, another parcel at
£80—10—0 and another small parcel
at £88. From Thailand, you are
having it yourself.

@8 Y. 8. exeld
(soorf G erer. erw. QuCrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, yes.

aé 20, 8. AT

(G@erTay 6rih. 1o. LIGRTL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

If you read it I will say whether it

is correct. I will check up tc see
whether it is correct.

Then 12,000 tons at £88. 8s. 33. You
?0 not have that. I have pulled your
eg.

ann O5Y. D9, cuedd
(sorgl % erér. erb. QuUGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

; ;...(-18)8 8s. 3d.? What shipment is
nat

1968 & 21
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(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
You are asking me ?

oS Y. 8. cweld
(sorfG erer. erth. QuUGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I will tell you the shipment if you
tell me the quantity.

8. 3. 9CaEW» .
20D)

(8. £. Q. Qovia 1 gar—EsrCarar@al)

(Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne—Kolonnawa)

Who is the Food Minister now ?

(eznesY

@8 5. 0. eweld
(soorflG orar. erb. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

12,000 tons ; is that right ?

ad 98. &. e
(Gzerora erie. te. LIGooT LT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Right. Then, in 1964 flour was sold
at the same price as I have given
you.

@nde Y. 8. euelsd

(sr g erar. erth. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is not all the rice purchased.

o 0. &. g
(Qsersas erib- Le. LIGRTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
No.

e duY. 2O, euedd
(sarflE erer. ertp. QuGTmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You bought from Cambodia.

aG 20, 8. ey

(Glserrey erib. 1o. LiGwrL_m)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Yes, from Cambodia 3,000 tons at

Digitized by Noolahan&géwdation.
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ad; ARG o’ NNGD
(Qsorrel It eofl Gaes BT L1 )
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

That does not change the picture
of rice.

@n8e O5Y. 28, cwedd

(sarflF erer. erb. QUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, but I am pointing out to you.

G}d‘( @@ 8. @%Pag

(Q@errar Grib. 0. LIGWLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

We bought 13,000 tons from
Cambodia, 3,000 tons at &£74 and
10,000 tons at £78.

Now we have to have 520,000 tons
for us to supply the ration. That is
the present figure. Of this figure, we
are making provision for 210,000 tons
from our local G. P. S. purchases.
Last year we contracted for 400,000
tons from abroad but we were able
to collect 100,000 tons from the
G. P. S. purchases. Although we
contracted for 400,000 tons from
abroad, we ended up bad because
Burma could not send about 50,000
tons. We were able to make up from
within.

This year, although we have to
supply the Food Commissioner with
210,000 tons from the G. P. S. pur-
chases of rice, it 1s expected that we
can go up anything close to 250,000
tons of rice. I do not know whether
we can hit that figure, but that is
our hope. Certainly, we can go up
to 235,000 or even 240,000 tons, but
we may touch 250,000—I do not
know. If that is so, it is a good sign
because all the rice we have contrac-
ted for from Burma is not coming.
Burma has said that they have sent
40,000 to 50,000 tons. They have
contracted for 80,000 tons this year.
spread over from last year, but they
cannot supply all that. We are not
perturbed. If my learned Friend is
going to build up an adverse argu-

ment on that, T say that that does
not arise.

Bewldmy @535 e w
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In 1966 when we had to cut the

ration by a measure you all com-

plained or charged us with not

having enough rice. We cannot run
into that difficulty now.

A& WRVE o NBNGD
(Qserres L ofl Cr@priiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Have a buffer stock.

aé 8. 8. G
(Q@6errey erid. 1o, LIGHWTL T
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

We might have 23 months’ buffer
stocks to carry over from year to
year and arrangements have already
been made to obtain rice from
China to be spread over

ande DuY. 8. eueds

(sorflE erer. ern. Qulrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There is a Cabinet decision to

reduce buffer stocks to four weeks,
made by you.

ad 20, 8. D,
(Qsarras erib. 1o. LIGRTL_IT )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
You had a decision.

Hrande Duy. 2O, owueds

(sorpl& erer. erib. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mine was for six weeks; you are
reducing it to four weeks. But now

you are talking of two and a half
months’ stock.

a& 00, B, AT Ry
(Q@orreu orid. 1. Liswri i)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

If the production target in Yala
comes up, and if we get more than
210 tons—for instance, 250 tons—
then we will have to carry over to

next year. Surely, we will not buy
next year ?

Anyhow, there must be a carry-
over for about a month and a half to
twodamonths from December to
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February, because during those
months we do not get any rice from
anywhere. That is a normal. But we
might have a month’s supply extra if
this expected G. P. S. paddy comes in.
That is the position.

In 1966 the average monthly
consumption of rice was 76,400 tons
on a drawing of two measures per
person; and in 1967, 43,000 tons. The
monthly consumption of flour in 1966

was 23,500 tons and in 1967, 36,000
tons.
We have now observed the

consumption pattern for the first six
months of this year and found that
from a monthly consumption of
43,000 tons of rice in 1967 we have
come down to 38,000 tons. The
fisure may go up again to about
40,000 tons—I do not know—and it
may even up at 40,000 tons when the
Yala season is over. But those are
the present figures and that is the
tendency for the first six months of
this year.

I said that the monthly
consumption of flour in 1967 was
36,000 tons. Now, it has come down
to 33,000 tons. That is the tendency
for the first six months of this year.
I do not know whether that tendency
will be maintained. I should expect
it to go up a little when rice becomes
a little scarce in between seasons.

I am only placing before hon.
Members the present figures we
have, and those figures show that
apart from the fact that the price of
rice has got stabilized round about the
figure I mentioned, there appears to
be a drop in the consumption, in the
drawing of rationed rice, from
43,000 tons to 33,000 tons. It can be
presumed that many people are

consuming rice of their own produc-
tion.

In the case of flour which is not on
the ration, the monthly consumption
figure of 36,000 tons for 1967 has
dropped to 33,000 tons for the first six

months of this year, as the present
figures show.

1968 48 21
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I am not quoting these figures as
being absolutely correct, because the
tendency may vary during the course
of the year. But that is the present
tendency. It may go up a little. But
I think that the consumption figure
for 19686 will be less than that for
1967, which means that at least a
good portion of the present consump-
tion would consist of locally grown
rice, and any reduction in the con-
sumption of flour would mean the
consumption of an equal quantity of
rice in its place.

I have a large number of facts to
place before the hon. Members of the
House but my time is up. I think I
will be able to do so during the
Budget Debate. I do not want to take
more time of the House except to say
that there is an appreciable develop-
ment in what is called the domestic
sector agriculture, and industries too.

Then we are gradually getting
away from the total and absolute
dependence on the three primary
products. We have been able to with-
stand a drop in the prices with a
growth in the domestic economy. I
have shown that whatever savings
that might have been effected by the
rice cut in terms of foreign exchange
have been swallowed up by the prices
doubling in the world market during
the last two years. I have also
pointed out that as a result of the
local production of paddy going up
our consumption of imported rice this
year is to the extent of about
250,000 tons or maybe 270,000 tons,
and that the balance 520,000 tons can
be provided by local production. We
are making arrangements to carry
over the present deliveries to cover
a part of the first two months of next
year, and I would consider that this is
a fairly satisfactory state of affairs.
These figures are available for the
perusal of the hon. Members. There
is no secret about it.

There is one little point I want to
touch upon before I end. This
increase in production has been
achieved as a result of many factors.
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The many Government servants, the
various departments—the Agricul-
ture Department, the Agrarian Ser-
vices, the Co-operative, the Irrigation
departments—the government agents,
the divisional revenue officers, the
gramasevakas, the field level officers,
the village level officers, have all
been built up into a team and this
team operates in the districts and in
the villages and their co-operation
has always been forthcoming. They
have always given of their best and
worked very closely with the farmers
and obtained their response and co-
-operation. I take this opportunity to
thank all those officers for the very
great efforts they have put in.

On the question of fertilizer, we
have supplied seed paddy fertilizer.
On this matter the hon. Member for
Akuressa (Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)
created an erroneous impression. In
any country in the world, maybe
Russia, China or India, today they
are using fertilizer for agricultural
production. China used to buy it from
the Middle-East countries and so
many other countries because they
want the production to go up. The
hon. Member is expounding a new
theory : that we are spending more
than what we are saving out of pro-
duction on fertilizer—[Interruption].
It is done in almost every country.
Theoretically what the hon. Member
said may be all right. The point is we
have to produce quickly.

The Fertilizer Corporation imports
about one-third of the total imports of
fertilizer amounting to about 350,000
tons. They have imported about
100,000 tons both for coconut and
paddy. I think the total foreign
exchange allocated for fertilizer is
Rs. 90 to Rs. 100 million. For paddy
fertilizer it is Rs. 25 million now. It
may go up. If we could save the
foreign exchange that we would
utilize to import 100,000 tons of rice,
we can produce 230 to 240,000 tons of
rice locally and effect a saving of
Rs. 80 million. When you work out the
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economics of the matter you will see

that it is worthwhiie our investing in
fertilizer and agro-chemicals.

I have been at pains to place facts
and figures before the House so that
hon. Members can study them dis-
passionately and come to their own
conclusions.

I thank hon. Members for the
patient hearing given to me.

g . 3.7

$nBe DY, 0. cuedd

(saorfls erar. erib. QuCrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

od DHEREDROH, e HND
b BEBC eBs BEDY BHE®
H OB 2:8Cec@s7n e HEH&
B8sY Sed e® ab wmede Wé® Gce
ghwn 6eRs’Rewsy  DDwzY
DD v BedHHr. & F g’ Sed
6® wé wened 8Oed e, D@
D6 B Yrwos &85 B8 eHy»
Clem. D& B8 BeRrsYewm, & 1964
e B8 Snwed@ BEDED® dwmmy
®® J Cuen BB B EHE Om
oY Dwmd ©iCelwn Baus Gowa
e, @& O@ewsy 9w DS EeNeDsY
e &8O8m2, B8 wmwwcns
WEBY B 686 OB Gy m s’ Gedho
A O Erwawn WEB 6EHB. 6NN S
Sezed@ @ »® Jemw DI e ®
e w@w Powe B DHed sy
w@nS 82 D@, & emegde g 3
AV cBsTrN ey ® Bnwd ST H
GLB3.

& DNEDDNOB, 1964 6%
AS e & Bed cxfary mIS
e HCHB. enERE 26 Dme & aEy
D300 ) ®EE) @A, Dend
28 BEHeDEEL davy 2@m JCO ey
B & B WS ey CzneEnd®e ?

0s O RISecxy
(Qasermes OB & FQuT e )
(An hon. Member)

OB Y »2 gefead |
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RSN DHeE BHHD !

@ed e @i ¢ 8BC
(Focooy m)

(sorflE Qarevdler oyi. 1 Aowr—
Y BV DS )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Agalawatta)

CtndewE ey Bww gy § wm®
830 8O EME Pwsyem S0 oufwd
2650, |

ande O5Y. 8. guveld

(@ovr & erer. erb. QuGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

SQwen ey BEEDE O dunzn B
HBO cOewm I W6 B VD &
B Drewzxy® e® ®& BEnedE
D, NDEDGVO DwsY 5 [ODE,
D& gl wENeDE—

&8 o O Vwn (3¢ WwED
HORey wn TR wm @Y g6
0B eV D)

(B

YIDEFF T FILD, FFAUG, @GQUJQL{ LD

!QQJLB(E-‘T&'——&G‘;T@TJ!H;@

FTFID LITTT @B P& STl i)

(Mr. R. Premadasa—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Local Gov-
ernment and to the Minister of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting)

I quoted from a speech made by
the Minister of Local Government in
the Senate.

@ eEBsY @i, ¢ B
(sor G Qarevdfier gy 9. Aodeur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If you quote a lie, it is still a lie!

andaw Y. L. cuvedd

(sr g erar. erw. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

den® »E dw O DA HEDE.
[@0BE@] wmbemn 296 @ @b esen
c28 R By m» den. P 1Y eed
O g8Bwr e 6hdl DS Bwsy B.

o @eies O
(B 9CTrwsre)
(Mr. Premadasa)
I have a right to quote HANSARD.
If the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
has a dispute to settle with the Min-
ister of Local Government he must
settle it with him.
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d8 ewidznd BEg Sdcw

WD BN GBS
(&FLTBTIST el S6T )
(Mr. Speaker)
Order, please.

anda 95Y. 0. cweld
(sorpfG erer. ertb. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have a dispute with you {for
uttering a falsehood.

o Sleres Do,

(8. GCrngrs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

I said I was quoting the Minister

of Local Government.—[Interrup-
tion].

ande duY. 8. cuedsd

(srB& erer. ertb. QuUGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

So much the worse, if he is a liar.

2D 5NN
(Furprusi oo ser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I do not think you should refer to
an Hon. Minister as a liar.

aende DY, 0. evedd

(s f 5 erer. erwb. QuUCTmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I think it is very desirable that we
should not, and I like the Minister
concerned to maintain a sense of
dignity and not to utter falsehoods
whatever the place he speaks. This
is not the first time he has done so.

e Deres Dean.
(8- CGrwgrs)
(Mr. Premadasa)

Who ?

ahde duY. D8, esedd

(se0r S erar. orib. QuGTrT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

This particular individual. On a
previous occasion he said that I went
to his house. I have never been to

Digitized by Noolaham bd&wcl%%.se-

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

963
A PminHed 3D .
el Caies Ocan.
(Bl 9CrwsTs)
(Mr. Premadasa)

Then, Sir, every time we want to
quote Hansarp we will have to go
and ask the respective Member or
Minister whether what he said was
true.

WS BN G
(Furpruss o ser )
(Mr. Speaker)

And every time you get up and in-
terrupt a Member who is on his feet
You are wasting time.

g8 Y. 98, eselsd
(sorpl& erer. erib. QuGTrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Hon. Members must realize that
they take responsibility for what
they say, even when they quote from
HAaNsARD.

SNl MG 3y @& ¢ KD
(sr 5 Casreeear opr 19 Hoveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

When you quote a lie it still
remains a lie.

@il 95y, 98, eueds

(soorpls erer. erv. QuiCror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

CR8 Sehtsy MWD @y WMCAE
eCsY DD NG @ @B B e
em® IF ok g eemew @i gem
2z @edf 88w ¢ ®0 Omz Dema,
sdo Gen k'R Ce @ Goneds @
Fn) G 8m gBesy
Bgy HBOWE wecwsy Wmg DD
a®. OB, M8 DD & gw Ded
w8 eGe, Bgews' w©g el
Do,

e® &ed B Dewd®&. 08 & md
e el eCe cur’d cerd md,
Cheen® el 8 eCes B M Becs
B, 80 ofery emmesn®c ? Bes
Dwewsy @eTRed condnEE 598

Hewldm 9538 @

e 1Dy

(Gles 964
BB ewddsnd B8Eae 8w

Red OB GBSO HO2h Dewns

¢x3 D&Y e e & g I

9898 8%,

w8 @Y Dewsy e@®Ee BHssT
0 Bewryersy ? Ty Dexnd@da :

retreated from that position.

8D SemEEC 9enBe® ewd BS®
CBRH O Mow® eS8 wméemrm &F
@8y Kl &8 enz—scholarships
to university students—ezn®es8ed
DG el @loewsy gBO e
N, gl GedT QD ¢P0O®G W &
D loewsy 8cd &R ey
R D@ ged cered Do, I
emneen®e Fm emedrsexsy ? Sec
eseder ob IR b Bes
s gl Bewmes. & Rbemed exS
©O gef §en' QD B e B
WG S D RBETD ey
B DD, G peT DD erne®men
2DC Do o »OF 08. 68 goex DD
885 co» Sw E B8Eedg DsG.
O BB eewe cewx. Dewmny
o8sY cuemsTesynY O qeTad
o0 By e ADE.

P RD YC8 «w® ccwx d® B
0O 8O orfzw O WeHE & 9O
cO®E 6 gy e gdef S wems
T @ BewmD. dewny &F D¥ernd®
R’ 0 es3 & el Y
€Y . D e o Bensy
wewsy WO B sy,

1965 & 988w’ ém ce, @ gmeT
60 BER!B Srhes® BHNED @@
ety BB ;

“ Employer-employee relations will be
rendered more cordial by ensuring em-
ployee participation in management and
profits. Concrete proposals to imple-
ment this policy will be placed before
vou. "—[OrrIcTAL REPORT, 9th April 1965 ;
Vol. 60, c. 98.]

1965 & J wudene e@reen® een 8@
ecw D BeADD. @s¥m dnecwsy®
B emQ@urmey 6® v wmendd o¥ets]
ey M Do D Olei

WEEY S DB 30 ee3d DR, BT an S BBRDNEDsY Besy BSecd. Co
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e Rmined Y.
cRe 890 28 Wowy uwe WEHVocs
502, etfdm v Bwn FHhE sfe
@Y goé WO BPewd J v wRY
o B A @B DB Guzwnd
w0 WOED WENW HO, & cmNd
o8 e2mY, 1966 & c@®mulc emeg ?
& uPudencwnsy® g@mm @6 ¢®n.
c®@sY 5 cPexnd& 1966 & P BeAY
exsY :

“ A Commission of Inquiry is at present
examining the question of employee par-
ticipation in profits. ”—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
8th July 1966 ; Vol. 67, c. 33.]

1968 & B Bewsyer) 6@mdne ?
D DB OY & o DNGE BN
wCudencwnr’® s BewmDr—
Retreated completely. 302 ozfen’
18€ylemews’® @ - oo’ Swnl
@B Wy DHCHB. & ez2n& S
ey & Dy 5Rwd DD WECHD
e ? gedny 86e® e oS GOB
D Ve getd GguetADO eced K.
&R 8ADe g DO®WEDEY e
BEPsy sy e HO. S0 wefedd
DD Bog crn® BLHED
e8dBed @Ym geunny @y D
@D @B HOD. dw OXe ©x)
e efdd B »8 o Y Swwf
C oD Tw® wWEDHDER ol
FLOBP® Dy B,  ge mY 5 Des
o & @MY 6ID®Sh.

DG FOBH@: S eWeg &
DI HNCHE BB Sy D
GOV ST ® B I8 g=d
csemryesy. WG G OB
w8Ce BB 65 E0cc® HO&.
DS POxn @E® BRwY, Swd YD

@xn 3w eawdEecmns &
cangBns OB os¥esy. 28m&

BCn 6dEE @umens’, ¢4
eed® HBDEeHsY, Ccdn DOAB 65
sy ersY. dp@ee czadwlm eEH®
DR Ao & n8wEew ©CiesI D—
oS,

e B tnbenw cOmB: 1965 & Suh
835 D6 6en® B BRI :

“My Government intends to take reso-
lute steps to meet these difficulties and to
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g9 cwfdsnd 88Re Tcw

“ Shortages of imported goods, rising
prices and a depleted level of external
assets are impeding the effective func-
tioning of the economy. Unemployment
has reached massive proportions while the
cost of living is ever rising.”—|[OFFICIAL.
REepORT, 9th April 1965; Vol. 60, c. 98.]

1965 e @med & 8Bwd wensy WS
G ooy, 19668 c@ime dees ?

“My Government has taken resolute
steps "—

500 O DD OB chem® cened
O D HBY B

“_ resolute steps to check an increase
in the cost of living”

B0 8wc® 9nE W@ WHE WEHY
O 8®y8encwry® gdaxs &1 EESSC
BuE o ® gbearmdd. 988 wlwny K
DY B :

“Vigorous and punitive action has been

taken against hoarders and blackmarket-
eers.”

W8S e B8cdgn BRE 20O,
86 B emmls W »DS IBIGE
BB HHO Vo cmVe BB BB
a¢ ? ge 5w on @ I
c@emmBDEY HesYm»H®. Y @D

Be® c@m&. 1966 &, 1966 € @ »E®
5 D 4G 1968 € e@mDe WEE

Hews) 65 ? DDBwH Oy DG NN
B R erm® g cBCL. & 6Ges,

e B8 eCw, w@ylencwsy ® B M-
RNBE ccww muwn. ge 68 Sed BeRA»
Déeme® Do »HE EDm Bwe®
8Ere 3@ mwul. E0» Swec® gBE H®
Bk ge BHHNDO G GG DmO
Goen 10 8¢ 8 ReAmd. g BEB
£ gowiw 120.3 &

geed Sods GOBPS BB A
. O ey SBC . 1962 & ¢

e DWHEDE Gs¥mmesd & Co
GeRaR0 HBed
ey e hdoned 47 DB
wnedfe 87T /B BE&EDn, & 6@

i 25)@53“253)55’@65@3@ @»

G &.

WEB e s
@Y sy ot e YHREH' 5 exned.
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967 BIEsT E
FpHYmnNed DD ;
[go2des S5, 98. eveds]
sl &2 9@ BeAm yResny emed. Hwo s8
e Beam gBHeny B Gnel. »Puf @

S8w0 ¥y Fwwed eweryd wuf S’ sue.

BB  FRHND & ? & B
BB 08wl By e HSD ¢ 53@nf
NBDOB; sguside® RDOR. &
e Bewsd 68O eancd ¢5Y B, eane &g
oG e Bewm, eme @m el Hwnwy
BB ccBw D0 efees S EE Iwd
S8ees’ gRmmn e cw® S
BB g8 ANeebs ) e, @Y
e@mTe WméVem? &d Gt Red
D ® QoGBewsy Bwsy 5
BewrYen cOend&: Never has

there been a Government more
dilettanstish than this Government.

DB ek eGSO oy wry
oD L. §@Gw e 0w e
SO, n® D 8P DowsI®
SBeNOE, WEE Bewsy 65). Sitxs GLOB
R 5’5 WO eened. 1962 Srckresm
D% SMeewE BV Swed o (o2
e B 6 68 MWD DBrmed
Bewmd. @ WDANEDIRDE, »E
e & & %D BDewdcDosy
2y snsYeed BB, & gE 2Em
DAIW e Fwwo. & 8RO, csY snee’
T eI ™ weg. 90 3 Beam
G 95N B@uBm Baw  worf cedes
cwry Wéen 988sny HEBOB, @ A
ceb’y) Ds¥eny.

¢ SO0 gomews 1203 & Foef 30
830 eI, YB? & £ ForNeo
Do ReRsyesy B cedm D NG
G s8emrl wensy FEEHBR.
P Dwewsy® D CRDRO e
e e NFsY wr¥ &g cDm.
GBS G 6 DO S 1.20 B eend
1. 25 o O ©6 o oecd® EDm
Fods 135 0 2@em HEHD PLB.
T8, Bw® mof5f e,

CIGRAO RE Bew®mIDw, VN DS DY
BewmBw B o Goeile) e sed o3
DA O w@ e CS G @Bn&

WG NI & Fgeen® %%ﬁ%“z’ed oy lan
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SRS ewddrnd BEaec Sdcw

e oz DOWwE @ @D By
WO BGeeShYy Dms.  Gueda)
S eew WO0H b 9 ®0 53
AW & Eorfm0 BB 2B
A e S1EBwsT cmemt £Sw.
Jen® Pmm) m eI s sew
B B & BosYesy wsuon.
BeRy BT B WO ws®s'
DD QY DNw B & By Eny
. fY ) Dwewsy ® ¢® qguedRd 6@
g sxdewm ¢5’e®0 Swe B en
DO B0 6@ Led A8 9’ »I
CedzTem e ¢ 9’ 8eBw 8o
Qw Befeed @ Sen WS g0 e
FLensy O . »8® ®»8 8og @G
5. “ B0 B0 8w, (S 8
BT " 9 dwews’ HB® ®8 Bog
PEHIn. ceWGISE B2 D ey
Bog qeamdn. ¢ 68 @edRed @
COR O curyeh 89 wmean DefOEH
Csed cwmnsY e OE Qo sy
CwGE®m® B 68 e sy
Ciw Cax BezsYery ®»H8® s
CCGdW. & et ORE Omsy
Qo DwsYery @ S0 &dwoces 8 S
CA® gddidc 6 T 8C 8OSD @,
C 2 ®O ¥ Dx 9K,

g8 e e @Yl ed® ey
By Pewd mPsIrnrsIeed @
a8 BTV oy e D Gnied
OB HDwedm o6 wm Sme &
S0 W6 /CHY . LB e 12 D¢,
“DwelDE” srend 6@’ m cOcHn®
Do BN :

“ Prices of food items and textiles—two
basic necessities in everyday life—are
going up and up. The prices of some of
the subsidiary foodstuffs in the market
now are the highest recorded in recent
years.

Potatoes are now fetching as much as
Rs. 1.20 and Rs. 1.50 per pound. When
potatoes were being imported the price
was 28 cents.

Eggs have shot up
25 cents each to 32 and 35 cents each.
Bombay onions have moved up in price
from 24 cents—80 cents to Rs. 1.00 per
pound. Red onions from about 25, 30
cents to about 70 cents per pound. The
price per measure of gram dhall in the
amerkebiyesterday was Rs. 1.80.

in price from
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el YénHed @D *

In the meantime the Salu Sala has
pushed up the prices of utility textiles
like poplin and ‘Jumping Fish’ from
Rs. 1.85 per yard to Rs. 2.12.”

c@sy®m “OReHBwuE " dew DHwo
Ream . OB wconry W6 BeA®
en S —

“It is easy for the World Bank to say
that subsidies should be cut or that deve-
lopment inevitably means higher prices.
It is easy also for the Government’s eco-
nomic advisers in the Planning Secreta-
riat to repeat these sentiments—arguing
that the present must pay for the future
generations and all that tra-la-la.

The question that is most relevant to-
day is, can the people endure a higher
cost of living. The cost of living has
already climbed to the highest ever in-
dex of 120.3.

In the last few weeks the prices of
several commodities have been pushed
up. The prices of some varieties of dried
fish have been raised ; the prices of tex-
tiles are going up.

The argument that is used to justify
these price hikes is that there is a new
prosperity among the rural peoples and
these who form the bulk of our popula-
tion can afford to carry new vexations.

Economic decisions in Ceylon are
often based on airy assumptions, on
speculative presumptions about changing
conditions in the country.”’—

ob 8. 99. @& I. LSwewmE G
(eQmesm @ woed B WOwD) EEAE
@ OB)

(Qserras gp. erib. oyi. ar. FAWGSTHN—
GNGH, SOTEFTT GHAUGTT IYHIDEFEFIT)

(The Hon. I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle—Min-
ister of Education and Cultural Affairs)

From what newspaper is the hon.
Member quoting ?

amn8e O5Y. 8. cueld
(sor Bl 5 erer. erib. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am quoting from your party
paper, the “Observer ”.

o Y BDéewy
(Qaorran oymis s sour eymeul)
(An hon. Member)

The hon. Member does not like
newspapers.

1968 %E 21
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BB ewfdbsnd BEAg SDga
@Bw Y. 8. eweld
(soor B erew. erib. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The “ Observer”
nues to say :

editorial conti-

—“How much of the new prosperity is
shared by the worker in the coconut
plantations who helps to bring down the
nuts, cure the copra and work the D. e
Mill—the man who has nothing to sell
or use except his labour power ?

The economists who advise price in-
creases must be sure of the data on which.
they base their recommendations.

They must know what the economic
conditions are of Appu Singho and Babun
and Laisa Hamy, who serve as agricul-
tural labourers—in the paddy fields, in
the coconut plantations and the rubber
estates.

These are the persons who buy the
foodstuffs and textiles on wages which
leave little margin for price increases.

Babun and Appu Singho and Laisa are
the folk who keep or throw governments
out of power.

Ask a planning specialist about the
political implications of his decision and
he will blandly retort, ‘ That is none of
our business. These are questions for the
politicians to determine’.”

Those are the facts. If your basis is
that you are producing more rice or
more foodstuffs, can you tell me-
whether the people are getting them
at cheap prices ?Are the people ready
to buy them ? All your achieve-
ments are to what purpose? In
order to lighten the burdens of the
poor people of this country ? There
is no pleasure in just producing ex-

cept for the people to buy. The
goods must be within the reach of
the people and your own newspapers
make it quite clear that far from
achieving that more and more
burdens are being heaped on the
people of this country.

aé E8weonE
Qeorras miflwGareae )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)

The “Siya Rata” has never said
that.
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Hnde Y. 8. cuedsbh

(srflG erar. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

May I beg of the Hon. Minister of
Education to be a little patient be-
cause I am not inclined to do the
hooting that he gets everywhere he
goes. In fact they very well look
after the rich people. If you go to
the Jathika Pola you can buy a
packet of foodstuffs for Rs. 12. How
many poor people can afford to spend
Rs. 12 to buy a packet of foodstuffs.
These packets contain dhal, rice and
all the other things that you cannot
get from anywhere else. The rich
people are very well looked after.

R, ADBB 2O8w VeI O® caned
G8uc 12 omery axf®0 8o,

[Interruption]. The people who go
there are the middlemen. They send
their thugs there. You must go there
and see what is happening at that
place.

D& DDENEDDD 5, &5y 25 GO e
Bent BeRwSh. Sheny WSHedB Eny
Bw¢® g ®w o wensy 98 musTesy
&8 ? 8 Of§ EHG 2€Q®
B8 Vewsy & edamed wewmny
ernemeg @&? 60» e® EeSwew
O B Buw. 6® B> Sheses
B & e’ @ wd CesY BT teEd
T8 €® @er s, »esTo cuecey
6B e B®wum e’ gemed BEewmm—
e Bewr’® qe@8mn CBeC K
wrled gewmed B8ecwmm —a8 F¢ 9ung
@@ @B erumEn B DEDD.
" gonsInd Dwecwsy AR 8g cmmdd
g Swury ®O mem”, wm csee
@G I 6@ Guew QD Bt DEHEN. e384
Swge Sedw 8B0w weBm HOws’
QB ewmed &F Bud. SO gmee’ Q)
8¢ 9ug Bl DO mBE. & Feaes
oG mE@E® OB es’ DN OE LY
I esmenDsy 988unY wen. ** Comned
B0 emBwd ecwe Ogw’ cLedsy
B0 D DO ¥y Ve TEd
DOYery " wpedsy dn® wme
2. IV ey ® ¢® Jeasy secilnm
CABY ey PSR 80 c@icens:

Bewl B KI5 PeFE G

972
BB ewldzn® 88ac 8ew
CuBY D ey WO. 6@ gemend NEE
ccme BeRAND. BIemns DED
OnEnwsy, wieaddmwsy w® ecee
@ D VT ewsy DT Esn WEBY
HO V7, H@ emeN @ n8emniBm
coor. @ ecrn® «® w® ©@eHDEST
B NBSHEw 0808 WE®HD. ey
O e¢N® BEencmw EBY 627 i em.
BEnewesy eef 50500 D8 n8ct
Smwsyed wamd AR, &® B AY
8¢ 9ng Buw 80 =f 8¢ dxYesy 8
I BnnOR. D 0RO @ WS
w2 ey ©ledBWwd g 8¢

CDBIEH.

25y mmlenen BeAmd B
B WEBY PBY BEenemnv wésfery
E@udsy ef. BBO coamm @ AR
@ BEeemw mésTesy snon. DG
20 T Wwé» Yoy gemw &v®

DA @ Fgwd @y ®»O . deed
»® Y Fg D IO B @O e
DEICEO Ymen T O B¢ DD, &F
Bt HER DO O &® e’ ®

< 28 Fg e wIeB. Jevsy O aves

Q2 cPemiy m® WO b
Bedxlesy Y g &8 BDELOR. “ »®
D¢ LoD g¢ D »E® P BRed
3, & B 98 I 90g 8wd DO=f
nen ' 2B gewe A8 n@xY 0T
et G B wéemm wsYew. Yy 05T
et & Sedw BBVw wnB & BO®
a8 Degy) 68 e Bk CAR. 053
snsY etd e 6@ e’ @ 8BVw BHBH
8 DOw Hen c® ded g0 HEHETH
OG ewg &Om SBwsY wmecws S8wary
g g@ied &I 88®&. ob Few
WO ;mE GRS 68 e Ned
8Be1n6sd eErNOBI® oy @ D BINY
I, & OB mbemwE oD
on@ensy odBew »éxTe8 A
ehebhy 2 83cw 6@ Bedw S5B@cs
BB &Y VOewEY “md Mgen Do
emlwny oum @8 do ¥ BERe e
e O we. & e nBRed®s
ed S WEQ &80 ad i DEwe
Dy enn’ @0 Bul@s 18 Beamdy,
“ b emmd g8 cdmedsy @

of a9 B .5 s,

noolaham.org T aavanaham.orgy


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

973
gneR Améned D!
GCoznd0 gdas 26 ol i€ e® del
BB enecHIn ECE emER TG &
se o8 @ Coo 8odes
oy eh Beasyehe® DY snseed O
cE® B AB. Goned Beedm oF
GC o® BT dernm 9D B
8 Seamh Senny 19656 &€ &8wd
A e smew Y oo oGl
8268y eaxydh BeAmB. 1966 &,
&8uE ocecB® By D D
65y Heamd. 1967 & &B8ud v
c¥y moYon T oo sy dh
ReAHE. e® bed BencmBsyO 8¢
8 Rearrem oCcE ©d® D
e’ 8. HPedw WOy Wl
HOBZE  weped® B »HS ¥
c® Bwu® IO tné TR A
ctneby ® 83ew. €@ gHowzm D
g5y oz 6@ grlc®d emneGm
a8sIm D Hw & DY sns) et G
cesY ¢ & BID.

DY 1Y 6t el @B T Bexw
ge 4ed gy O B DY Y DB
c@imee ? w®ydeamewsy® 8ewnidm
w5 DHODVMERST O eongéL € &89
. ge 8¢ HELBE Gy ey ® misn
5® P ween® eexd YO
B® 8 o&msY gu WDOEHD. o>
D5 o 2 D /&,

wosE €b8 8Ic B¢ mIT®
cwiimn 6 Bedm A b s OB
980 Ozl WEBYO DDOsH . &
sBemensl® e® JdO00 8068sf <8
oy DY erm BSEE AL & Srdds FLES
& cfm»B By Bwwd 16 =
g.6om.8. O e, AR B¢ De® A
cenebhI edsy ge & Bwwed 15
B.6o08.8 & @ »INIC.
&, %€ 19 B “DwBIE”
80 &bs HOB&H® ® ERedd L
@6z W6 BEAIBD :

“The Government is not likely either

to increase textile prices or do away with
textile rationing.”

6® Gem® WS ©dwE ©ISEN
D6 BeRHDD.
“The ‘Observer’ reliably understands

that the Minister of State has recom-
mended that both rationing and price
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S8 ewfdzn® BgAg Sew
a& . @l Laddam
(Qaarrer Gag. oy M UIGUIT HGT )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

Are you reading from an ‘Obser-
ver’?

mrde O, OO, cwedl
(soorfl erar. erib. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera) =
Yes.

o o8, @d. SwedEA®
(QOzsorrar Gey. gyi. Suieui &)
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

I never gave any such information.
I did not meet any reporter.

endw Y. 8. euwelh

(soorB G erer. erb. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Den® He®xy Py snsYes gemned
wésTer A8 8¢ »D5Y 5 @R 6¢syen
snen WDHECE ?

o e 8. SedA®
(Qzorrar GCeg. gyi. epwiar e )
(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)

You cannot cross-examine me. That
is another question.

@esdc Y. 20, cwelsb

(soor 55 erer. erib. QuGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

& cd® @ ®Dn 6rxnedB. TD
DER Comned @ PeesNO® IJCHB

“The recommendations for ending
rationing and raising prices were made
by the Lanka Salu Sala. The Ministry
has squashed these proposals.

The Ministry has said that textile
rationing should not be done away with
because locally manufactured textiles
will not be able to bridge the gap bet-
ween the supply of imported textiles and
the demand.

On the question of a price increase the
Ministry has said that the Salu Sala may
be compelled to increase prices if textiles
continue to come under FEECS.”

BED DB

SIS y A P =0
29888 WEBY e,

25 505 ce G
“FEECS” B

control of textiles should Bétitiestie, Noolaham FouXRitbrhave chosen a very bad word.
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(The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene)
I did not use that word.

e OzY. OO, cuell
(seor & erer. erib. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

“The FEECS has pushed up costs by
nearly 46 per cent.”
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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QGRS 5 Dean.
(Bm Qomsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
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@l D5y, 8. cuedd

(s@rplE erer. erb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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E0ETE w@ @ Bed» gwd. Amnesty
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BE@='] Yes, internally, but now you
are trying to do that externally.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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Dy Dy “ Agricultural Develop-
ment Proposals, 1966-70” &5
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a& S8wemcE e
(Qaerres mfluGasreove )
(The Hon. Iriyagolle)
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)
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edamwrsyes gemed.
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(QsQerres ertb. to. Liewri i)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
e@emrle w Dwdslensy ?

@th8e xY. 98. cueld

(soor 5 erar. erb. QuGTTIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am reading from your * Agri-
cultural Development Proposals,
1966-70, ” at page 75. According to
this, 85 per cent. of the paddy hold-
ings are less than 2 acres in extent;
nearly two-thirds, less than one
acre ; and nearly one-third, less than
half an acre. Assuming for con-
venience—and I do not think I am
wrong—that each holding is owned
by one family, is that correct ?

aé 8. 8. AT
(Q@erras erth. 1. LiGwTL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

A family may own more than one
holding.

gmnde DuY. 9. cwedd

(s@rplE erer. erb. QuGrTm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is also possible, but it does
not vitiate my argument. Let us
assume that each family has one
holding. What does that mean ?

a& 9O, 8. g

(QeQerras erth. 1o, wedrLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

You are assuming something
which may not be correct.—[Inter-
ruption. |
4— D 15687 (68/7)
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d8s cwldznd 8Eac 821w

Hdw Y. L. cuedh

(soor Bl 5 erer. erin. QuUGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That makes it worse. It is advan-
tageous for my argument if a hold-
ing is owned by more than one
family.

@G 20, 8. T
(QsQarras erib. to. LIGNTL.T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

One family may own more than
one holding.

amnda uY. DO cueddh
(sorfG. erer. ertd. QuGTTr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is also possible. These
figures are taken from *“ Ceylon
Census on Agriculture ”, published

in 1966. From these figures one
would gather that these have been
compiled cn actual reports made by
various families, according to the
extent of holding they own. Other-
wise, how are you going to get these
figures ? In fact, if you look up
the Central Bank Report you will
find that roughly each family has
one holding. The figures are worked
out on that basis.

628,413 families own holdings of
less than two acres each. They
jointly cultivate 44.3 per cent, of the
total paddy land. Let us take the
other extreme. 3.7 per cent of the
total number of holdings are over
five acres in extent. Only 3.7 per
cent are over five acres. That is,
27,916 families own plots of over
five acres, and they jointly own 30
per cent of the total paddy land.

There is another intermediate
category oi 85000-odd families own-
ing holdings between two to five
acres, jointly cultivating 25 per cent
of the total paddy land. What
follows from this ?
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Fc26® BREewry CLeBYErT s
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oG 8. B. A& 8

(Qsorres erib. 0. LaHrL_rr)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

N eernd® Bedxerd @AS
s@ee Do Boweomnd DY
susvedd S  wésyesy. edmny

ecndon sy Wém gwuy BS5Es.

@ Y. DO, cuedsd

(srpg. eravr. ortb. Qurrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

R0, 8¢ T ey Wéhen Doy
5,

DI BN Lo

(FUTBTLST 9o ser )

(Mr. Speaker)

May I know from the hon. Meraber
how long he is going to take ? If you
are taking the tea interval, the hon.
Leader of the Opposition will have
only half an hour to speak. We will
have to come to some arrangement,
because it would not be fair by her.
The Government has got 11 “hours
more and the Hon. Prime Minister
will be replying for that length of
time. I think it would be fair by the
hon. Leader of the Opposition to give
her a reasonable amount of time.

oo Y. 8. guedsdh
(sorfiGl erer. erib. QuUGrarr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I would not take the whole of the
tea interval.

WD BN BN
(FUTpTWST  ouiser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Are we going to dispense with the
tea interval ?

fHndo Dy, 38, eueds
(sar g orar. erib. QuGrrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Cannot we do without the tea in-
terval ?

Bewldn 9535 0RBDCw

984

98 cwldrnd E8dc Snew
DS BN WD

(FUTpTLST Syeui&6T)
(Mr. Speaker)
You will have to decide that.

882067 8. 8. aew Ndnen S
(gof mdBF C)

(Bapws DBlwrCanr DY, 1o, LIGRTLTT
BT&GS— 95 ST HN )

(Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Randaranaike—
Attanagalla)

You did that yesterday.

WD BNGDHDE

(FUTBTWST yourEer)

(Mr. Speaker)

That was the decision of the lea-
ders. I am prepared, if all of you
agree, to dispense with the tea inter-
val. In ‘that case, the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota can take 15 minutes
and give the balance to the hon.
Leader of the Opposition.

anda DY, 8. csedsb

(s pl& erer. orb. QUGTym)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

O c@w VeSO [ EE WS
. c@ oy :B8wd @a€ =mOS
2,43,00028" gef20d &hwwd g8 FH&.
98 gun'wé 58,000 B,

May I explain that in English ?
May be they will understand it bet-
ter.

243,000 paddy holdings comprise 58,
000 acres only. 58,000 acres means
less ‘than 1/4 acre, more or less, per
holding. That is what it means.
Therefore, is the Hon. Minister of
Food telling us that with 1/4 acre of
paddy land you can get much surplus
for showing prosperity ? Of the six
lakhs 243,000 own less than 1/4 acre.

Assuming that they are owner- cul-
tivators, what is the extent of paddy
that they get ? What is the crop you
get from less than 1/2 acre ? If it
is an ande cultivator, on your average
of 40 acres, he will get less than 10
bushels. I am taking the most favou-
rable conditions without considering
the thattu maru people. As you know,
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50 per cent. is still the standard rule.
Very rarely do the owners take 25
per cent. Certainly, in our areas 50
per cent. is still the share that is
taken by the owner.

Your cultivation committees are
dead and most of them are manned
by owners, not by ande cultivators.
That is the position. What do they
get on an average? The maximum
that a cultivator can get is anything
up to about Rs. 140. Assuming he gets
10 bushels from 1/4 acre and that he
hands over the full 10 bushels to the
G. P. S, at Rs. 14 per bushel he will
get Rs. 140. What about the cost of
production? What  about the
borrowed money ? What has he got
left ?

Therefore, so far as 243,000 fami-
lies are concerned, what is the sur-
plus you are talking about ? Nothing
at all. That is only one lot.

What is the second lot ? There are
254,000 families of ‘the “less than 1
acre” category. How much are they
cultivating ? Only 147,000 acres.
254,000 families cultivate only 147,000
acres. The average holding is a little
over 1/2 acre. So what is the income
they will get ? Look at it. Already
250,000 plus 240,000 comes to nearly
500,000—half a million families got
not even a bare existence on the
paddy grown. I shall deal with the
other questions later.

There is a very interesting docu-
ment from which I shall quole. It is
the Central Bank report. You talk
so much about the credit yvou have
given. What does the Central Bank
report say ? I am reading from page
93 of the report for 1967 :

“Each loan is released in three instal-
ments ; first for seed paddy and plough-
ing, a second instalment for fertilizer,
transplanting or seeding and weeding
about a month after the first, and the last
instalment for harvesting.

In obtaining credit under the new
scheme, the farmer has to agree to sur-
render the ration books of himself and
his family to the co-operative society in
the event of his failure to repay the
loan. ” 1= !
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Now, what has happened ? We
have heard in this House and also
outside that you have granted loans
up to Rs. 81 million.

a& DO, &, ALK O

(Qaorras ortb. 1o. LIGRTLT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Rs. 60 million.

Hpnda D5y, 8. cuvedh
(soorfG erar. erb. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All right Rs. 60 million. What is
the actual truth ? I will read again
from the Central Bank reporti at
page 94 :

“It seems unlikely that the full sum
sanctioned of Rs. 81.4 million would be
utilized for the Maha season 1967-68. On
the basis of the credit limits fixed for
each purpose, almost 90 per cent of each
loan is given for purposes connected with
cultivation, seed, the use of fertilizer and
manual or chemical weeding. Funds for
these purposes should have been given to
the farmers with the first two instal-
ments. The balance is for harvesting
which would take place somewhat later
than the other operations and is covered
by the third instalment of each Iloan.
Hence, it would appear that a very high
proportion of the loans sanctioned should
have been drawn by the end of Decem-
ber, 1967, since by then the initial pro-
cesses including the wuse of fertilizer
would have been completed in most
areas. The total amount utilized at that
date was, however, only 54.5 per cent of
the total volume of loans sanctioned. It
is difficult to explain without proper in-
vestigation, the comparatively low pro-
portion of loans drawn to loans
sanctioned. ”

The Central Bank itself cannot
explain it. The Central Bank does
not want to because they are reluc-
tant to give the real reason, partly
because the co-operative societies are
not active and partly because people
are frightened about the ration books
that you are going to take over.

0 D8, B. AT
(Q&arres orib. Lo, LIGTL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Rs. 65 million has been drawn.
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@nde Y. DO. cuedd

(dﬁé\)n"r/ﬁ'@. GT & . GTLD, Qu@ﬂ".!ﬂr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is 55 per cent. Anyway, you
can give the full figures during the
Budget Debate.

o @Y RDlewwy
(Qserrey oym&ssai GIHAUT )
(An hon. Member)

What about the February-March
figures ?

Gl DxY. 99, ewedd

(sorpl&s erer. erib. QuGrmrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

February-March is the harvesting
period. That is the time you give
the last of the instalments.—I[Inter-
ruption]. Let us look at this from a
favourable point of view. Assuming
that these paddy -cultivators are
owner-cultivators, assuming that
these people surrendered all their
produce to the G.P.S. and got the
full amounts, assuming that they got
the credit they wanted, still what is
the income they have had by way of
surplus ? Nothing at all.

a5 98, 8. e

(Qzerras erib. 1e. LiGwrL_ir)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
No income ?

Gl dzY. DO. cuedd
(s@TpE erar. erip. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They have income but there is no
surplus on which you are basing all
your prosperity. That is precisely
what I am telling you. I am not say-
ing that these people did not get
money. All that I am denying is
this, all your Foreign Exchange En-
titlement Certificates, your imports
of all these goods, have been based
on the assumption that there is a
tremendous prosperity in the country-
side among the poor peasantry. I am
pointing out to you that that is im-
possible. Out of all the holdings, 85
per cent belong to poor people” and

Hew b @5IL) Qe
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they will never have a surplus worth
talking about. Where the average
holding is a quarter of an acre, half
an acre, or less than one acre, what
is the amount of money that you can
have even if you get the full 40
bushels per acre ?

It is true that there is prosperity,
admittedly. That is what the hon.
Junior Minister for Social Services
referred to. They who are well off
come within the 20,000 families that
own over 5 acres each. They have the
surplus. They always had the sur-
plus. The gan barayas in the South
have always had the surplus. They
are very well off. It is true. Per-
haps these 20,000 to 30,000 families
are a little more prosperous than
they were before. But so far as the
ordinary poor man is concerned, the
man who has a bare one or one and
a half acres, he has no surplus worth
talking about. Such people have to
live six months on this, but at what
cost ? Look at the cost of living
outside. What is it that they can
buy cheap today ? For everything
they have to pay through their nose.
Instead of talking airily about your
so-called prosperity, let us analyse
the figures and then you will under-
stand and appreciate whether, in
fact, there is prosperity or not.

Now let us pass from paddy to the
other things. Unfortunately the sta-
tistics available are very little. On the
other agricultural holdings I could
get the statistics only from the Census
of Agriculture, 1962, published in
1966. That enables me only to make
a very broad generalization. The
total number of agricultural holdings
is 602,048. Of that, holdings of quarter
of an acre or less total 92,000 ; quarter
to half an acre, 123,420 ; half to one
acre, 130,720 ; one to two and a half
acres, 171,032. Then you get the
upper echelons: two and a half to
five acres, 48,000—there is a big gap—
five acres to ten acres, 20,000 ; ten to
25 acres, 8,927 ; 25 acres and more,
6,720. That is agricultural holdings
including both the traditional and the
noti-traditional agriculture.
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o 00, &. AT &

(Qaerras 6rib. to. LiGRTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
What are you reading from ?

a8e Y. 8. cuveddh
(sorfG erer. erb. QuUGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am reading from the Census of
Agriculture, 1962, published in 1966.
These are figures taken from that.

a& DO, /. AT

(QaerTey Grib. lo. LIGRTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Paddy holdings or any other hold-
ings.

&Hlw Y. DC. cweld
(sorflE erevr. ertb. QuUCrmrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They are agricultural holdings. I
can give you the page if you like.
You find that on page 28. It sets out
the agricultural holdings classified by
size showing the number of holdings.
The total number of agricultural
holdings is given. Then paddy hold-
ings are given separately. I have
taken the total holdings minus the
paddy holdings and that gives you
the figures I have mentioned.

You will see, therefore, if you take
the non-paddy agricultural holdings
and add up the small holdings, that
again comes to five lakhs. Actually,
only about one lakh of holdings are
over five acres. So, it stands to rea-
son that none of these poor people can
have the surplus that you are talking
about, or the prosperity that you are
talking about. Prosperity is confined
to a handful of families in the whole

countryside. That is what is
happening.
Then there are the intermediate

holdings of two and a half to five
acres and those above five acres.
Those are the upper echelons, really,
the people who have holdings of over
25 acres are 6,000 families, and those
between 10 and 25 acres are 8,000 or
nearly 9,000 families. Thed’ together
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number to about 14,000 or 15,000 fami-
lies. The vast majority of the other
people own less than that. Therefore,
what follows really, is that the so-
called prosperity the Government is
talking about is a prosperity confined
to a handful of people in this coun-
try ; and the whole edifice of their
economic arguments and their eco-
nomic proposals is based on a consi-
deration of the prosperity of these
people, which they think is the pros-
perity of the whole country. That is
not correct.

It may mean that a small percen-
tage of the potato cultivators and the
chillie cultivators, may be getting a
little more income than before, but
that will only enable them to live
just above bare existence. That is
what it means.

If you do not mind, I will continue
in English, Sir, because I can speak
faster in English.

I have proceeded on the assump-
tion that there is actually an increase
of production in paddy. May I turn
to the other side of the picture. If
there is such a claim as made by the
Government, then certain conse-
quences must follow. The price of
rice must drop appreciably ; the im-
ports of rice must be reduced. If
there is more rice, there should be
more consumption of rice and, there-
fore, less consumption of flour. There
should also be less imports of flour.
Now let us examine the figures.

I hope the Hon. Minister of Food
will listen to me for a moment. He
started this year, on 1st January 1968,
with 70,000 tons of rice as a buffer
stock. On the contract with China
we bought 200,000 tons. That China
rice will be delivered to us on this

basis : first quarter, 60,000 tons
second quarter, 40,000 tons; third
quarter, 40,000 tons; and fourth
quarter, 60,000 tons—a total of

200,000 tons to be delivered over the
year. That is the contract we have
with China.

The contract with Burma is for the
supply of 80,000 tons, delivery to be
after April. The Hon. Minister has
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[aaDda &F. 98. suedd]
stated that Burma is not likely to
fulfil the contract completely. That
may be so. Now, this is what I want
to say: already in April the Hon.
Minister’s Government knew that
the position as regards rice was good.
The harvest for 1967 was good ; and
in 1968 also you anticipated a good
harvest. According to the Hon.
Minister, 43.4 million bushels were
expected for the 1967-68 Maha har-
vest.

So in April they knew already that
they were going to have a good har-
vest. What did they do? The Hon.
Minister sent a special emissary in
April to Thailand—Mr. Senanayake
—and he bought 40,000 tons as fol-
lows: 20,000 tons for February/
March shipment.—[Interruption].
Why is the Hon. Minister shaking his
head ?

aé OO. B. AL

(Qserreu erib. te. Liewrim)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

I cannot give a reply now but I
shall do so during the Budget
discussion.

pNdw SuY. 8. cweld

(sorB& erer. erib. QuUGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have got the figures. For April
shipment, 10,000 tons; for May,
10,000 tons. This was your purchase
from Thailand at £72. 10s. f.o.b. By
the way, the rice from China is sent
f.0.b.s., which includes storing also.

In addition to that, on special ins-
tructions from your Ministry, he
bought 5,000 tons more at £80 a ton.
If your harvest was good——

ad O°. 8. AT ™

(Q@erres erib. te. LiewrL )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The harvest had not come in.

Ggonds sy, . oweds

(serflE erer. er. QuGTrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In April you knew you were going

to have a good harvest. Your har-
vest for 1967 was good.
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(Q@serrey erib. to. LIGHTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

The harvest was one month late
this time. The harvest for March is
being threshed. It is a late harvest.

mnda Y. 8. cuedd

(aorplE erer. erib. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Then why are you talking so much
about this 43 million bushels you are
getting ? In your speech you said
you expected 43.4 million bushels for
the Maha harvest.—[Interruption].
No, Sir, when they are put into a
tight corner they give various figures.

aé 20, B. DA
(Q&errar orib. 1o. LIGWIL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
I will give the answer.

mda I5Y. 8. cuedsb

(@serp S erer. erw. QuGTrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In point of fact your Treasury said
they do not expect more than 150,000
tons from the G.P.S. Your Food Com-
missioner said that it was only
100,000 tons. That is the basis on
which they went in 1965.

aé DO, 8. ea

(Q@arses ortb. to. wiedrL )
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
No, no.

Hnda Y. IO, cmeds
(soorBl& erer. erv. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Look up your own Cabinet Paper
on the subject.

O O, B. AL
(Qsorray erib. 1o, LT 1)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

-_T}}e hon. Member seems to have
all, the Cabinet Papers.
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a8a 957, 8. cweld DS BN
(seor B erar. erib. QuGTTT) (FLUTBTLIST QUi &6 )
(Dr. N. M. Perera) (Mr. Speaker)

My figures are perfectly correct.
You bought 12,000 tons f.o.b., in addi-
tion, at £88 whereas I was told it
was only £83. You said it was
£88 and I accepted the correction.
They pay enormous prices when they
could have earlier bought much more
at a much cheaper price if they want-
ed to.

o 8. 8. AL

(Qserres Grib. (o, LIGTL_IT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Earlier ? From where ?

8w Y. 0. cueld

(soor @ erer. orib. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

North Xorea was
supply.

prepared to

ag D, &. g

(Qaerreu 6rib. 1. LIGRTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Normally contracts are entered
into in the current year for the
following year. Last time they
wanted us to come in January/Feb-
ruary.—[Interruption]. Well, those
countries.

Hnda DY, 8. cwedd
(srpB erer. erwn. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

North Korea offered it. I do not
blame the Minister.

a& 9. 8. 9
(QserTau 6rib. 1o, LiGHTL_IT)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Somebody is misleading the hon.
Member.

ada Y. 8. cuedsd

(srB g erar. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No. I am not blaming the Minister.

There is some hanky-panky going on
there.

Will the hon. Member kindly finish
his speech ?

mBw 95Y. VO, cwedd

(sorf B erer. erib. QuCTrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, I will. Cambodia offered you
10,000 tons and 3,000 tons. Mind you,
you bought number three quality
which was 50 to 52 per cent. broken.
That was what you did. May I ask
you this question ? You had 70,000
tons in stock as at 1st January. You
are now bargaining to purchase
420,000 tons from abroad—that is the
quantity according to you—from
Cambodia, Thailand and China. You
want to purchase 420,000 tons. Assu-
ming that you are getting 20,000 to
30,000 tons from Burma, you will still
have over 290,000 to 400,000 tons.
The last Maha harvest will give you
roughly about 850,000 tons of rice.

With all that what is the price of
rice today ? In point of fact if you
look at this you will see that there is
something funny. This is what your
people say :

“ About 30 million bushels of paddy are
collected annually under the Guaranteed
Price Scheme.”

a& 8. 8. 9% »
(Q@arTey 6rib. Ieo. LIGWTL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
Before the rice cut.

Hndw Y. 8. cwedd
(s@rpls erer. orib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In 1966.

o 8. 8. AR ™

(Q@errey erib. (o. LIGRTLT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
That is before the rice cut.

gl DuY. DO, cueld
(sr Bl erer. erw. QuUCrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Howimuch does that mean ?
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oG 2. 8. AT
(Qserrey erid. 0. LiawrL_ir)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
About four lakhs.

H8a Y. Q. cueds
(ser B & erer. erv. QuiCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is right—400,000 tons. All that
I am saying is this: If you add up
all the foreign rice and the total
stocks of rice available locally, there
should be an enormous amount of
rice in this country. All that you
want for the ration is 520,000 tons.
So, there should be a considerable
amount of rice available and, there-
fore, the price should be reasonably
low.

aé O8. 8. AL N
(Qaerres erib. 1o. LiwrL_T)
(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
The price is low.

a8k Y. D8, cueds

(ser & erar. ern. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The price is not low. I do not know
from where you get your figures
Certainly, in my area, I can tell you
that the chsapest is Rs. 1.25 a mea-
sure and the price goes up to Rs. 1.80

a measure. That is the present posi-
tion.

Let us look at the other side. What
is the position of flour ? On 1st Janu-
ary you had 125,000 tons of flour.

aér 8. 8. asT

(Q@orres orib. 1e. ticwri )

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)
We had a large quantity of flour.

@hdan Y. 8. cue8sh
(soor fl§) eresr. erd. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Exactly. You had a large quan-

tity of flour. Last year you im-
ported 500,000 tons. Normally, your
flour consumption per year is

240,000 tons.

535 PeRWRCws
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@G O°. 8. AL

(G@arreu erib. to. wLedTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

In the House and right round the
country what were they saying ?

Hnda Y. 98, g8

(s@r B8 erar. erp. QuGrmrir)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I agree that, as a result of the
rice cut, the flour consumption went
up to nearly 1,200 tons a day. Now
it has come down to 1,000 tons. That
is the present position. It amounts to
nearly 365,000 tons a year. That is the
quantity that you require, but what

is the quantity of flour that you have
bought ?

aé 0. 8. A2H N

(Qsersay erib. io. LiewTL i)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

We have bought 350,000 tons.

@l Y. OO. cwels

(sorflE erer. erib. QuUlramr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I beg your pardon. In addition to
the stock of 125,000 tons, under the
Australian contract you have 100,000
tons, and under PL 480 150,000 tons.
For the PL 48C contract, tenders
closed on 25th July for delivery
this year. That alone is 375,000 tons.
In addition to that you have already
bought, on 3rd February 1968, 50,000
tons from France. Mind you, that
contract was entered into notwith-
standing the appeal on the part of
Foreign Aid Department, not to place
the order. That 50,000 tons was an
order by your Ministry of Food.

There was an option to the buyer to
have unother 25,000 tons added.

Fortunately you have not made use
of that.

What I have mentioned is up to
this date. How much more you are
going to buv I do not know.—[Inter-
ruption]. Let us hope you will not.
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aé 08, 8. g

(Q&erreu orth. 2. LIGRTL_T)

(The Hon. M. D. BRanda)

Then you say there is more food
here ?

e Y. DO, gueld
(sarpl@ erar. erb. QuUGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All that I am saying is this. If
your rice production is as high as
you make it out to be, then the flour
consumption should have {fallen.
Originally, when two measures of
rice were given on the ration, the
flour ‘:onsumption was 750 tons a
day. Why has the flour consump-
tion not fallen to that level if there
is plenty of rice available ? How is
it that it 1s being maintained at 1,000
tons a day ? Then, if there is plenty
of rice in the country, why has the
price of rice nct come down appre-
ciably ? It is between Rs. 1.20 and
Rs. 1.80.

All told, there is nothing to indi-
cate that there is this big success
that you are talking about. Maybe
there is an improvement. I am not
prepared to deny that. But I am
certainly denying that that pros-
perity has gone down to the poor
people of this country.

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry I have
taken a little more time.

This Government has retreated
from one position to the other. It
has benaved like a dilettante. It
does not know from day to day
where it is going. It is incapable of
following consistently any particular
policy. This Government has failed
the country over and over again,
and the people have responded by
giving the Government overwhelm-
ing defeats in the country. Apart
from the by-elections, in the recent
elections 10 village committees, town
councils, urban councils and muni-
cipalities, out of 760 seats they were
able to win only 76 seats while the
Opposition won 524 seats., . The
country has given its verdiect
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All that the Prime Minister has to
do now is to retire gracefully and
say, ‘ Let the country decide here-
after, I have failed the country.”
That is the duty of the Government
and that is my appeal to the Prime
Minister.

g. o, 4.19

D BNEDDE
(Furprusi  geuraser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please ! The  Deputy
Chairman of Committees will take
the Chair for fifteen minutes.
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“Premier Dudley Senanayake is
‘alarmed’ at the number of new cars he
has seen on the roads, and wants the
Ministries concerned to exercise a tighter
check on new-car imports, the ¢Daily
News’ reliably understands.

When car imports were banned in
January 1961, the highest registration
number was 4 Sri 4026. Today, 5 Sri 2317
is already on the roads. Thus 8290 non-
commercial vehicles have bedi Tegistered
since the ban was imposed.
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The most recent Customs returns
available show that 334 cars were im-
ported in the period 65-66. Their de-
clared value was Rs. 2,368,073.

Official sources said that last year

(1967) 300 permits had been issued for
new car imports.”
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DS BN DN

(FUTBTUST 96Ul Ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I am sorry, there is not enough
time.

Bo&cey ATTandrsnenm Des.
(B DPwrCeur wehr_rrpriiss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

We have two hours left.

DS BN G
(FLITBTLST 9Y6uT&Hor )
(Mr. Speaker)

The Opposition has taken more
time than allotted to them.

GLoenecer ST andsnwsy es.
(B & pwrCear L rspriuss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

The Hon. Prime Minister wants
only 13 hours.

WS BNGWDNS
(Furprust gerser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I do not think we have enough
timesetior
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G eH PEndn@ed DD
BO&nedd AT NlsNeD S
(B DplwrGeur e _irrpriiss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

I think he should be given at least
15 minutes.

DI BRGNS
(FUTpTLST Ui ser)
(Mr. Speaker)

That would mean encroaching upon
the Hon. Prime Minister’s time.

1wl emmEdsy ¢d. ¢ B
(serflE Qaroellar oyr. 13 Heoaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I understood, Sir, that I was to
follow the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion.

WD BNGDD
(Furprusi goursor)
(Mr. Speaker)

That is correct, but can you finish
in half an hour ?

el emndds3Y @l. ¢ Bda
(eeor G Qareveflear gyi. 19 Sevar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If you will give me half an hour [
will finish in half an hour.

DS5N LD
(FuTprwsT _9ouraer)
(Mr. Speaker)

The Hon. Prime Minister wants 1%
hours.

Gwd emnddsY @8, ¢ B
(sarf@ Qsrodlar oyr. 19 Doveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He can have his 1% hours.

DSINGEDH S
(Furprusi oyeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Yes, I forgot we did not take the
tea interval.

HEodS AT MmdrNwm S
(B8 @PwnCar L rrprugs)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

But we did not forget, Sir!

BewlEn 98535 eHRCw

1020

S8 ewddsnd B88de 8cw
Gl o353 8. ¢ BED
(saorfla Garaeier gui. 19 Hevaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

First of all, Sir, I stood up to ask
you how much time you are giving
me. If it is half an hour I will keep
to that half an hour, because I always
pay that courtesy to the Hon. Prime
Minister to give him all the time he
wants as the more he speaks the
greater the material we have to at-
tack him outside.
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I am quoting from the “ Observer ”
dated 18th July 1968. I hope the
Editor of the “Observer” will re-
member to pay a special compliment
to the Opposition speakers for the ex-
tensive use they have been making of
his publications.

This is what it says:

Loonu Kumaraya (Onion Prince)

The queue at the Badulla Co-operative
Wholesale Establishment near the Badulla
General Hospital was so long, a preg-
nant woman who was standing for Bom-
bay Onions started getting labour pains.

The other women who were in the
queue took her to the Badulla Hospital.

The friends of that woman who went
to see the new-born child called him
‘Loonu Kumaraya’ (onion prirce).”
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“but regret that Your Excellency’s
Speech—

(a) does not indicate when the present
state of Emergency which has
now lasted for over one year, and
the continuance of which cannot
be justified on any grounas, will
be terminated.”
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a& RVVE ow sHINGD
(Qaerren L afl Coapruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Speaker, during the course of
the Debate on the Throne Speech,
although many important matters
were traversed, some of us had cause
for great amusement.

For instance, I well remember the
previous speeches of the hon Third
Member for Colombo  Central
(Mr. Keuneman). He is very correct,
as far as this Chamber is concerned,
in the observance of parliamentary
proprieties. He often used tn say,
“You know, the Throne Speech
Debate should not be burdened with
unnecessary details of debate on
financial and economic matters ; it is
predominantly a debate on foreign
affairs.” So, being the Minister in
charge of foreign affairs, 1
was particularly keen to be
present for his speech. I listened and
listened, but not a word did I hear
about foreign affairs in spite of the
fact that I interrupted him and said
I would give him more time to speak
on foreign affairs.

I was very keen, because I am an
interested student of foreign affairs,
to hear what he had to say about the
so-called—so-called, I say,—reactiona-
ries of Czechoslovakia. He was very
silent on the subject and not a word
on foreign affairs was spoken.

I am very sorry I missed the speech
of the hon. Member for Dompe.
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike). From
what I heard of it, it had been a very
Interesting speech indeed. We learnt
in the course of his speech, I dare say,
that hon. Members of the L. S. S. P.

Bewlds @75 @eFaCw
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have given up all their Marxism and

everything. They are now one
hundred per cent followers of
Mrs. Bandaranaike. [Interruptior.].

However, they have now kecome
followers of Mrs. Bandaranaijke. The
Members of the L. S. S. P. have given
up all these various things they used
to shout about in the past. Parities
are no more. And I believe he said
religion is no longer the opium of the
people. As far as they are concerned,
they are one hundred per cent
followers of the Sirimavo policy.
Very good. I am very glad. I do hope
sincerely that that reformatica will
really come about. This is all for the
betterment of the democratic process
in this country. But, of course, my
cousin from Dambadeniya seems to
think otherwise.

Then, again, we have the very
interesting spectacle of an Opposition
which boycottzd the Debate cn the
White Paper on district counciis,
coming here and talking about district
councils. I wonder whether they
realize that the boycott was a big
mistake indeed. Here is an Opposition
that boycotted that discussion, intro-
ducing an amendment which demands
a discussion on district councils ! Why
did they not boycott discussing the
proposal to establish district councils
in this Debate as well ? Why, if they
have any confidence in their decision
to boycott the discussion on the White
Paper, why on earth did they intro-
duce an amendment to force a dis-
cussion, and come and discuss district
councils here ? It is very interesting
to know.

aé 8. 8. g

(Qsarrey 6rib. 1o. LIGWTLIT)

(The Hon. M. D. Banda)

Some point for the hon. Member
for Dambadeniya !

0é VIE otd NN

(Qearrau i’ofl Creypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

These are the amazing interjudes
we had during the course of this
discussion. I propose to deal with
most of the main features of the
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amendment. I ¢hink it is only correct
that I should address my mird to the
speeches relating to this amendment.
Although there are very mary things
I might have said, it is necessary that
I should confine my reply to those
speeches. Now, the amendment reads
thus :

“but inasmuch as Your Excellency’s
Government, despite the ever-growing
public opposition to its policies and dis-
trust of its intentions that have been
manifested in various ways including in
the results of Parliamentary by-elections
and local government elections has given
no indication that it intends to change
in any way the basic anti-democratic
and reactionary policy that it has
followed since it assumed office and
which has resulted in the sacrifice of the
vital interests of the people of Ceylon to
those of foreign imperialism and its local
agents and supporters, ”

Some words from me are due on
that aspect of the amendment <vhich
refers to by-elections and local gov-
ernment election results. We are well
aware of those results. I am also
aware, although I am not claiming
that the results of local government
elections have been satisfactory from
the point of view of the Goverr.ment,
in many areas my party has had
sweeping victories. Of course, for
some reason or other, they céid not
receive the publicity they might have
received. I can mention very many

areas—recently, very many areas.
However, the results generally
have been adverse. I admit that.

But let us remember, looking back
upon similar results in the past, that
there have been this sort of thing
happening on very many occasions in
the past as well.

I weli remember prior to the 1956
General Election—hon. Members
opposite will bear me out—that the
then U. N. P. Governmnt did nct lose
one by-election. In fact, in the
by-election that was fought at
Aluthnuwara, the candidate of the
late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike lost
his deposit. That was then. Bui what
happened when the 1956 elections
came round ? The U. N. P. Govern-
ment up to that time had never lost
one by-election. In the lgst.one, the
candidate of the then Leaderioficthe
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Opposition at Alutnuwara Iost. his
deposit, and the U. N. P. candidate
won that by-election.

Then again, I remember, after
Mr. Bandaranaike’s Government
came into office, it was a very fre-
quent practice of ours—the Parlia-
mentary Secretary will bear testi-
mony—to have scores of these local
government election results at our
meetings. We used to put down,
S NP 10, 15 S L Fi Bl e st
had been happening from 1956 on-
wards starting with the Colombo
Municipal Council elections.  That
was the position then. But when the
1960 general elections came we found
the results not so satisfactory, as they
will find when the 1970 general elec-
tions come. I am not saying this just
to hearten my supporters behind. I
am saying this with every confidence
because I am aware of what is being
done and what is happening in the
country.

Battles may be lost. History
records that even in the last war
many battles were lost, but the war
was eventually won. And it is our
firm resolve, and in all confidence I
say, the war will and shall be won.

SCHE 9mDEQABY .
(,@@‘. Qavewed & T GG )
(Mr. Leslie Goonewardene)
Will you use atom bombs ?

aé WEEC o NBNG
(Qsorrey L1 afl Caenpriiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The trouble is that among your-
selves you have a number of atom
bombs that might go off. One has
already splintered off.

We have had to take a number of
unpopular measures. Of course, we
have had to. We did take them. We
knew we would lose votes. For the
future and greater good of the coun-
try, in the interest of the country as
a whole and its future, we took those
measures. You expected the Govern-
mendato fall after every one of these
nieasures.
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I take a great delight in looking at
cartoons. I get even greater enjoy-
ment seeing cartoons about myself.
I have the capacity to laugh at my-
self. I saw one with the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera)
and the hon. Leader of the Opposition
with bag and baggage. There was a
door, and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion was saying, “ You told us that
in six months he is going to fall.”
Now six months have become one
year, two years, three years;
it will be four soon. After five
you will get a chance. I assure you,
you will get your chance but I do
not say that you are going to win.
That is an entirely different thing.

Now what were the steps we took
and why did we take those steps?
Of course, there is the question of
language. The hon. Member for
Agalawatta (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
said that the people who were in the
forefront to prevent the division of
the country are the progressive
people who are now rising against
the district councils, meaning of
course himself and his rank and file.
I am aware of the fact that they were
very annoyed that there was a
demonstration on January 8th.

2wl omEdsY @8, ¢ BAD
(srfls Qasrodlear oyi. 19 Doveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The Hon. Prime Minister must not
tell  things that are grossly
inaccurate.

0& VAE o HsNwn
(Qaorres L of! Creypruses)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I know from which quarter the
-agitation came. Look a little more
to your left and you will see the quar-
ter. I am aware of the happenings
that occurred at the Viharamahadevi
Park. That is why I am saying this.
Now they are progressives ; They are
the progressives who did all_this.

Bewr & @535 @edacCw
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PH0Heh ewmddsy @d. ¢ B
(soorpls Qsreeler gyi. 1y Seoveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

On your information will you pub-

lish Mr. L. W. de Silva’s report on
that question ?

o PVRE o NG
(Qsarras 1t af Crepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I shall speak about that later.

ade en@3s @8 ¢ 8D

(sorp s Qareodher QYT 19 SAevanr)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) ,
—because he has stated that there

was no justification for what had
happened.

aG WVE oW NNGD
(Oserras L ofl Creypriuss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
That is a different matter.

PHce emTI 8. ¢ BT
(sor G Qsrevdller oy, 19 Qeveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That is the important matter.

ad WAE oW snBNeD
(Qserrar 11 ofl Coempriids)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

It is after certain things have hap-
pened and developed that they later
try to take the credit for those things.
Anyhow that is a ditferent matter.

We next had the rice cut. Then
they said “Oh, get ready for a
hartal ! ” I also got ready for the
hartal! Having had previous ex-
perience of hartals I have learnt how
to tackle them. Nothing happened.
Whatever you may say, the people of
this country and the cultivators at
large have welcomed the step taken
about the rice ration. I shall come to
that aspect when I deal with food
production. If any change has taken
place in rice production in this
country, one of the chief contributory
factorsifor it has been the halving
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of the rice ration. I do not say it is
the only factor. They found that
when they said, “ Come on, get ready
for -a hartal!” nothing happened.
Then something else happened.

ad, €Y HR&
(Qaerres oym1& & Soui er )
(Hon. Members)
Devaluation.

oé AVE oW Mmsne

(Qaeorrey L afl Crepriuss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

They said, “ Get ready boys! De-
valuation is coming. Now we will
overthrow the Government.” Then
with bag and baggage they came.
But, unfortunately, what they ex-
pected did not happen.

“Now, of course, we have got him
at last,” they thought, “on the dis-
trict councils. Got him! Now he is
on the horns of a dilemma. Whatever
he does, he is finished!” I am still
not finished, and it will take a little
longer time to finish me.

I was talking about the loss of votes
owing to various measures that were
taken. Of course, we had to take cer-
tain measures, and I shall prove that
far from deploring the fact that we
have no economic programme to meet
the situation, the programme that we
are following, the policy we are fol-
lowing, is the only one that can get
this country out of the dire economic

| straits it has fallen into.

We are not in any way dis-
| appointed, nor have we lost confi-
‘! dence in the path we are following
' because of the reverses we have suf-
| fered. We are confident that these
i policies will eventually lead not only
| ourselves but this country as well to
i victory before long.

)

f Now, let us look at the economy. I
3' do not propose to deal with the
) speech made by the hon. fair Leader
| ‘ of the Opposition. She said that we
#| are always saying she left us with
%‘empty coffers and

[’
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things. I was listening to her speech
and I decided that it was not neces-
sary for me to reply because I had re-
plied to that speech last year. I com-
pared the two speeches and I found
practically all the points are there in
both. So, I do not want to take much
more of the time of the House in re-
plying a second time to the same
points.

But I shall deal with some of the
new points she made—there were a
few—about the C. W. E. Commission
and so on. I have got some very use-
ful information on that.

I am not now going to talk about
the coffers being empty. We have
argued and debated that point ad
nauseam here and in the country at
large. It is not necessary for me to
repeat that in the Throne Speech De-
bate. If it is necessary, I am pre-
pared to advert to that again during
the Budget Debate.

However, let us not consider this
economic problem in terms of that
party or this party, of that govern-
ment or this government. It is not
a creation of a few years back. It is
an economic structure that came into
being as a result of Ceylon being a
subject country. It is a situation that
has arisen because this was a colo-
nial country. I need not refer to our
economy after we became free. For
a period of over 2,000 years we have
had our most prosperous eras. We
have also had very difficult times
during that period. But when we did
have those prosperous eras, according
to the life and necessities of that time,
we were able to produce in this
country itself the essentials that our
people needed. Be it food, clothing,
weapons of war or even the steel
needed for the weapons of war, they
were all produced here. Those were
our prosperous times, when the es-
sential needs of the community were
produced in this country, essential
needs compared to the societies that
existed during those times.

What was the position before
foreign domination ? We had an eco-
nomy that was wedded primarily to

varpoused otherahaprodueing our food, as evidenced by
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org =
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the magnificent irrigation schemes
that were in ruins all over the coun-
try. As a result of those magnificent
irrigation schemes, we were able not
merely to supply the food for our own
people but also to export food for
people outside. That was the econo-
mic structure which existed during
those glorious eras in the history of
Ceylon. Subsequent events have
changed all that. Of course, the
foreign conqueror had no use for the
cultivation of rice or food. It did not
interest him. He conquered in order
to see how much he could exploit this
country and, by selling his products,
how much he could gain for himself.
The whole economic structure was
changed. First there was coffee. We
are aware how the land was taken for
the establishment of coffee planta-
tions. I believe the hon. Member for
Agalawatte (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
had sumething to say about all these
matters when he submitted his thesis
for a doctorate.

GDelh emm@Isy @8, ¢ G
(55\30’;9,@ Gl revell T %Jﬁ!f". 19. Beovaur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The British period.

@ RVIE e NG
(Gaerrar L off Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The British period. We are aware
of the Waste Lands Ordinance. We
are also aware how the people had
earlier cultivated the fields in paddy
and the highland was used for chena
cultivation and for pasture for their
cattle. During the British period
chena cultivated land was considered
as waste land and, by their notorious
Waste Lands Ordinance, it became
the land of the conquerors. They
nationalized the land. Of course, it
was the foreign conquerors who
nationalized the land. We are aware
of the manner in which, by public
auction, an acre was sold at 50 cents
or 25 cents, where only the foreign
conquerors had the money to buy
those lands and open those vast
estates. So it is not surprising that
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when the energy of the country
which was concentrated on the pro-
duction of food and other necessities
was diverted to a certain extent, not
wholly, to the cultivation of other
economic crops, paddy cultivation
and food production should have
languished.

So it happened that a transforma-
tion was brought about. Of course,
to the foreign conqueror at that time
this did not present any problems.
Rubber fetched Rs. 10 per pound at
a certain time. There was a time
earlier when it fetched Rs. 25 a
pound. When rubber fetched Rs. 10 a
pound we could have got a measure
of rice from Burma for 10 cents. That
was the stark fact. For one pound of
rubber, this country—not the people
—could have got 100 measures of rice.

What is the situation today ? For
one pound of rubber you cannot get
orx2 measure of rice. The terms of
trade have turned adverse more than
a hundred times if we consider the
rubber industry alone. Tea prices are
also far from satisfactory.

There are obvious reasons for this,
apart from the general trend, the
long-term trend, that primary pro-
ducts are losing their value gradually
in the world, that prices are coming
down internationally. That is the
general trend in regard to primary
products. Tea and rubber are in a
particularly unfortunate situation.

Vast acreages of tea are being
opened up in various parts of Africa
where the climatic conditions and so
on are suitable for a rapid expansion
in the growth of tea. Synthetic rubber
is being manufactured. Today, what
is the stark fact ? When you take the
total consumption of rubber in the
world you see that more synthetic
rubber is consumed than mnatural
rubber, and that trend can get worse
ini the years to come.

Can we go on like this ? I do say
that there are certain steps we have
to take and we can take towards
temporarily improving the situation
as regards tea. I emphasize the word
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“temporarily ”. It may stretch for
some time, but these steps cannot be
a permanent solution to this problem.

Hon. Members are aware not only
that this Government appointed a
Tea Commission but also that its
report is out, and I think the Minister
of Commerce and Trade is consider-
ing the steps that have to be taken
in that direction.

Moreover, we have taken the
initiative to get together with India
on this very important matter. India
and Ceylon produce, I believe, about
82 per cent of the world’s tea. Earlier,
India was not very keen to join with
Ceylon on this matter. Now she is
very keen and we are trying to ascer-
tain the arrangements that could be
made for the benefit of both countries
and the tea producers of both
countries.

But what I want to say is this: if
we persist in this economy, the
economy in which we export tea,
rubber and coconut and, with our
mouths open, wait for our rice, for
our other foodstuffs, for our clothing,
and for our industrial products, which
we can manufacture in this country,
we shall have a very bleak future
indeed.

Some change had to be made, and
I am glad to say that we have given
prime Importance and pride of place
to production, agricultural as well as
industrial production. In spite of the
difficult economic circumstances we
have set aside vast sums of money,
unprecedented sums of money, for
the development of agriculture and
industries ; and not only have we set
aside these sums of money, not only
have we spent these sums of money,
but _the schemes themselves are
coming rapidly into fruition. That is
the point I wish to make. The first
paragraph of the Throne Speech
speaks of the difficulties under which
we started. I will quote it :

.*My Government has increasingly been
directing ifs energies towards meeting
the economic problems facing the country.
There was already a difficulf situation on
the economic front when it  assumed
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office in 1965, This situation was aggra-
vated by a marked deterioration in the
world prices of our major exports, parti-
cularly during 1966 and 1967. Our foreign
exchange earnings through exports i1n
1966 and 1967 were Rs. 240 million and
Rs. 285 million, respectively, below the
level attained in 1965. [OrriciIAL REPORT,
7th July 1968 ; Vol 79, c. 35.]

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
will admit that 1965 was not a boom
year either. It was an ordinary year
for our exports far from being a boom
year. In 1966 we earned Rs. 240
million less, and in 1967 Rs. 285
million less, than in 1965. Those were
the difficult circumstances facing us.

The hon. Member spoke dispara-
gingly about the Aid Club. Maybe we
have not got aid to the extent that
aid might have been forthcoming. I
admit that we did not get aid to the
extent the World Bank Mission
recommended even. By the way, he
speaks as if the World Bank and the
I. M. F. are all big, imperialistic orga-
nizations, but he himself went to
them for loans. He knows that very
well. He, as the Minister of Finance,
negotiated for the loans. He cannot
deny that. Only after he ceased to be
the Finance Minister that these ins-
titutions became imperialists!

But we are grateful, in these
difficult circumstances, when we had
lost over the last two years over
Rs. 500 million of export earnings
compared with the year 1965, for the
aid given. We were able to weather
the storm to a certain extent because
of the fact that certain friendly
countries, in whatever bloc they may
be—there are countries in either bloc
who came to our assistance—came to
our assistance and we were able to
prevent our economy from falling
into a most disastrous state. We are
grateful to them. I wish, on the Floor
of this House, to express this nation’s
gratitude to them for the assistance
given.

Now, as regards food production, I
do not think that I should go into the
details of it. But I must emphasize
certain facts particularly in view of
the subsequent speech made by the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota about
this very matter. We targeted to
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oroduce 70 million bushels of rice by
1970. It is not an intended coincidence
that it should be in 1970, but it is a
fact. In spite of the increase in popu-
lation, for which the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota (Dr. N. M. Perera) and
[ cannot be blamed—I will not say
more on the subject about both of
us—that 70 million bushels will make
us 70 per cent self-sufficient. Now, I
do not want any confusion on this
point. I hear some of our own
supporters saying that we will attain
self-sufficiency in 1970. That never
was our target. At no time did we
say that. I got a shock the other day
when I was quoted as having said
that we will be exporting rice by
1970. That is absurd. I will not make
such an idiotic statement. 70 million
bushels by 1970 will be 75 per cent
self-sufficiency in rice. That would be
an increase of about 50 per cent in
a little over three years.

I have met many experts with
experience on this subject. They
think it is an impossible target. I am
in a position to tell you here and now
that if we do not have tremendous
disasters in the years to come, we
will reach our target one year ahead
of schedule in 1969. And T stand by
it. It will be in HANSARD and you can
quote it hereafter.

It 1s absurd to say that there has
been no increase in rice production.
I am glad that not all hon. Members
said so ; some hon. Members said so.

o0& ¥5Y BOSewy
(Qaorres s s sani GpHaUI )
(An hon. Member)

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
(Mr. Ilangaratne) said so.

O VA o wuNwy
(Qaorrar 1 1" af Cor@prusas)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I do not know from where the hon.
Member for Kolonnawa gets his
figures. I shall have a lot to say about
his statements on other subjects, but
from where he got his figuresicon
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production, I do not know. He actu-
ally said that we are buying rice
today at the same price that they
were buying at when they were in
office. The hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota (Dr. N. M. Perera), who knows
all the rice prices, will laugh at that
statement of the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa. Since 1965 the inter-
national price of rice per ton has
almost doubled owing to wvarious
factors. The figures were given by
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture and
Food (Hon. M. D. Banda). I do not
know whether the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa got his figures from his
chum, Ratna Deshapriya. Is he in
Ceylon ? The hon. Member said that
we are now buying rice at the same
price that they bought at when they
were the Government. Certain grades
went up to almost £ 80 per ton. I do
not say that all grades were as high
as that, but generally the inter-
national rice price has doubled during
that period of time.

Now think of the situation that
would have arisen if we were not
able to cut down our imports of rice
and we had to purchase all our
requirements at the price at which
we are purchasing today. There
would have been starvation in this
country. We would not have had the
foreign exchange to purchase rice.

I am glad that some hon. Members
admitted, though reluctantly, that
our efforts have produced Tesults.
But there were some who tried to
prove that there was no increase in
production ; for instance, the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota.

Pl Y. 8. cwels,
(sorplE erer. orib. CuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Where ?

o6& BE St 5N BNei
(Qaorras i ofl Coreypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Indyour speech,
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(ser & erer. erwb. QuUCraor)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
I deny that.

ad RVE e 2NBNw
(Qasorrey L i'ofl Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dualey Senanayake)

I claim this. 61 million is the target
for this year, and already for the
Maha we have got 43.4 million and
during the Yala we will easily sur-
pass the target. The Yala weather has
been satisfactory, generally, and I
have no doubt about it.

Reference was made to flour.
These are the rice import figures :

1965 640,000 tons
1966 430,000 tons
1967 370,000 tons
1968 270,000 tons.

The flour import figures are :

1965 311,000 tons
1966 260,000 tons
1967 517,000 tons

That is, immediately we cut the rice
ration we expected a tremendous run
for the flour; so we built up buffer
stocks.

1968 350,000 tons

Now, this is the important thing. I
think you implied by your argument
that the people are not having
enough rice, therefore they are going
in for more flour. They are not. That
is the stark fact.

®Hnde Y. 38, cuels
(sorplf erer. e, QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They are still consuming 1,000 tons
a day.

OGS RRVE ot BzNcssy

(Oserrar L of Creypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake

Not in proportion to the extra
measure of rice they were getting.
That is the point I am making. The
average monthly consumption of rice
and flour in the first five migiths) of

5——99 15687 (68/7)
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1968 was 38,000 tons and 33,000 tons
respectively while in 1966 it was
76,400 tons and 23,500 tons.

Obviously, there has been a tre-
mendous step-up of production. No-
body can really deny it. Hon. Mem-
bers might try to disparage this. No ;
this is not an achievement by any
single party or so. When I go round
I see the people out; they are res-
ponding, cutting across all political
party barriers. When you travel
about the country have you seen
that even on road reservations people
are cultivating paddy ? They are
cultivating paddy on every inch of
cultivable land, because there is
money in it. When you go about the
country you will, perhaps, see the
reason for the cement shortage.
Everywhere in the country they are
building. You see, for instance, they
are building their houses. It is a fact.
I travel, and I do not think any of
you hon. Members, either on this
side or on that side, travel as much
as I do.

To say that this money is going into
the hands of a restricted few is
simply nonsense. I have met the poor
cultivators in Welimada and Seetha
Eliya area. I have seen the four-acre
plots there. When I was on circuit a
man stopped my car. I asked him,
“What is your trouble ?” He said,
“I have no trouble; I want to
show you my four-acre plot.” It
was a magnificent plot of four-acres
of potatoes and up-country vegeta-
ables. I quietly asked him, “How
much did you make for the year ?”
He dodged my question, having
dodged income tax. I told him, “ Do
not be afraid. You will not get into
any trouble, but tell me how much
you made for the year.” He said
“Well, I will tell you. For my four
acres I got Rs. 40,000 for the year,”
He was not a rich man.

_ I can take you to a number of cul-
tivators who may not have got
RS, 40.000) but who are getting large
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sums of money. I have been to the
Kegalla District on the food produc-
tion ecircuits. In the Rambukkana
electorate the boy who won the prize
for paddy cultivation in Daliwala
village was a school boy of 18 years
of age. He had cultivated more than
an acre of land. He won the prize
because he got 192 bushels per acre.
And what rice has he cultivated ?
H-8 which was selling at Rs. 22 a
bushel at that time. So from one crop
—that was a double cropping field—
he got a gross profit, not a net pro-
fit, of almost Rs. 4,000.

That is happening in this country.
Do not try to decry that. You may
think that it is not enough. You may
think there are other ways of doing
it better. But it is a magnificent
national effort. Do not try to put
barriers in the way. When I went to
the Yatiyantota constituency it was
your own sama samaja youth leagu-
ers who received me and took me
round their cultivations.

@nde Y. P, cwedd
(sarflG erer. erib. QuCTrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You want to hear the story about
that ?

ab AE ot nsNED
(Qeorsar L ofl Creypriids)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I do not know the story about that
but you hear my story.

Gl OxY. 99, cwedsH

(srfg erar. erb. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The man who produced the crop
did not get the prize. The man who
got the prize was your U. N. P.
Secretary there who had nothing to
do with it. I have got the facts.

ad VBDE o mrnwn
(Qsorrar 1 ofl Creypridgs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
That is a different matter.

Bewldn @535 CeRBEC e
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aG sy Blewwy

(Oserras oymsEsear eRaIT)

(An hon. Member)

This is in the Ganepalla village.

ad RE o sysNn
(Qserrar i ofl Creypriuss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I mentioned this to show you how
this is cutting across all party bar-
riers. The farmers are wholehearted-
ly in this magnificient effort.
Therefore questions of unemploy-
ment, shortages and so on all caught
up in this.

Do you know how much foreign
exchange we save as a result of our
importing only limited quantities of
essential foodstuffs? Before devalua-
tion the figure stood at Rs. 800
million; after devaluation took place
the figure stood at about Rs. 1,000
million. Where did all that money
go? It went to the Chinese farmer,
the Burmese farmer, the Thai farmer,
the Pakistani farmer and the Indian
farmer. So what is this endeavour ?
The endeavour is to see that this
Rs. 1,000 million, a billion rupees,
goes annually to our farmers. That is
all. When that money goes to our
farmers we have in this country the
capacity to expend a Rs. 1,000 mil-
lion more annually. If every year you
can expend a billion rupees in this
country, unemployment will never
be a problem. I foresee that you will
not have enough people for the jobs
the extra expenditure of one billion
rupees would create. Those are
facts, and we must face the facts.

I do not think I need say anything
more about the aspects of production
and agriculture. We can go into these
in detai] in the Committee stage of
the Budget. We can exchange each
other’s views, and we can contradict
each other’s views then, but I can-
not allow a disparagement of this

effort to go uncontradicted. That I
must say.

As regards industry, you will see
that the Throne Speech is full of the
various industrial ventures. The hon.
Member for Yatiyantota called the
industrialization of the previous
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Government seent bola industries.

We are getting away from seent
bola.—[Interruption.] We are having

steel bolas.

So, in the economic circumstances
in which we find ourselves today, we
are endeavouring to produce every-
thing that we can, both agricultural-
ly and industrially. That is the solu-
tion for shortages, for unempicyment,
for all those ills that have befallen

this country.

Now, I come to high prices. High

ices is a concomitant of production
and development. I need not educate
the hon. Member for Yativantota on
that. After all, he is a Doctor of
Eonomics and I am a ncbody in
economics. But might T say, it is
hardly necessary for me to mention
that a rise in prices is a concomitant
of development. That is so. And will
he mention one developing ccuntry
in which it is not so? A certain
amount of inflation must take place
in a developing country.

Apart from that, does he expect the
prices of our imports to remain the
same after devaluation? Surely it is
useless telling us that prices have
gone up. Of course prices have gone
up. That is an obvious result of
devaluation. Apart from the Suez
crisis, which means more freight
charges for coming round the Cape,
devaluation in itself has sent up
prices. And does the hon. Member
who is a Doctor, in Economics say
that we can devalue and send prices
down? Of course the rupees prices
must go up; the rupee prices of our
imports must go up and the rupee
prices of our exports also must go

up. That is a result obviously of de-
valuation.

Then, the hon. Member for Yati-
yantota may try to argue that
‘t‘ievaluation was wrong. He will ask,

Why did you devalue?” We de-
valued because we felt that it had
to be_done, and we find now that our
decision is correct. If we did not de-
value, where would the rubber in-
dustry be today? If we did not
devgl_ue, what would have been the
position of our tea industryt
6——O 15687 (68/7)

1963 & 21

1050
dB ewldmn® EGag 8¢

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota
was talking about exchange. It is true
that by the very act of devaluation
you will not get exchange. The Gov-
ernment has got to be ever Watghful.
But if we had not devalued and if our
estates had to close down, what
would have happened to the labour
force? There was a time not very
long ago when this was a real prob-
lem. All the Kandyan Members, all
the Members in the up-country, what
did they say? They said: “ The tea
industry is in peril. The smallholder
is finished. He cannot get a proper
price for his tea. You have to do
something. ” We were subsidizing the
tea industry to the tune of Rs. 52
million a year to keep it going, to
prevent unemployment on a vast
scale which was bound to take place.
Devaluation was absolutely essential
on that score. It would have meant
unemployment; it would have, in the
long run, meant less foreign ex-
change; it would have meant closing
down of estates.

So, to talk of high prices in those
circumstances is not to the point, cer-
tainly not to the point. Devaluation
must mean higher prices, but you
must see whether in spite of higher
prices, there are other justifications
for devaluation. That is what I want
to tell hon. Members.

I have spoken about unemploy-
ment. The development programme
that we have launched out must gra-
dually bear fruit. We have also in-
cluded in the Throne Speech the im-
plementation, under legislation that
has been already passed, of the
Youth Councils Scheme. The legisla-
tion was passed during the last Ses-
sion of Parliament, and we are
going to harness and mobilize the
youth all over the country under the
National Youth Councils Scheme for
the production endeavour. After
they have engaged themselves for a
period, which will be considered a
period of probation, they will be
taken on according to thtir merits to
institutes for training in agriculture
and industry. So much for the
empleyment of the youth.
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Now I come to this problem of
district councils. I saw in a news-
paper an interview given by the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota in the form
of question and answer. I think it
was in the “ Observer” Magazine
Edition. He is still hundred per cent
for district councils. In that paper
he is hundred per cent for them. He
is always a hundred per cent man!
He has not changed at all according
to that interview, if he has been cor-
rectly reported. I do not want to be
unfair by him. He says, “ Of course,
distriet councils are good in principle;
very essential things. But they are
bad because the Federal Party is
asking for them. ”

Look at the argument. Tomorrow
it the Federal Party vanishes into
thin air, are you prepared to grant
district  councils ?—[Interruption].
Tomorrow, if the Federal Party dis-
appears into thin air, are you
prepared to grant district councils ?

AHS, @& Bwed DHWSNww Tw.
(g @eed)

(’}3@ GTLL DY L MISN LIGHTL [T T [T U1 &
QsriCu)

&Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)
0.

a8 WVE e BNy
(Csarroy 1 L of) Coeypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I am not asking you. I am now not
talking about Dompe socialism. I am
talking about Yatiyantota socialism.

@nda dsY. 38, cueds)
(asm?-.-r;ﬁﬁ 6rer. ortb. QuUGTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

There is no kind of socialism called
Yatiyantota socialism.

S, @8, Awd AT amdsnun @w.
(Bl erii. oyi. wow L rrprigs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

That is true.

a& VRE e NG
(Csorrar 1 1 ofl Coepruds)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Supposing the Federal Party did
disappear into thin air,—

Bewldr: 9538 @ede.Ges
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ande Y. 98, cwecls
(srfls erer. orih. QuBrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You will also have disappeared by
then.

A& RVIC oed NG
(Qsorrar L ofl Coempruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I know. Hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota you and I were elected together
to the State Council in 1936. For 32
years you tried to make me disappear
and I tried to make you disappear.
Neither of us have succeeded. We
have had adjoining constituencies.
We still have.

You know, Mr. Speaker, I have
interesting company. I am surrounded
by the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
and three ladies. I have as neighbours
the hon. Member for Mirigama (Mrs.
Obeyesekere), the hon. Member for
Attanagalla (Mrs. Sirimavo Bandara-
naike) and the hon. Member for
Galigomuwa (Mrs. Wimala Kannan-
gara). So there is a buffer against the
motives and the aspirations of the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota.

It is an amazing argument. As I
said earlier, they, of course, boycotted
the Debate on the White Paper on
District Councils. Having boycotted,
they revived the debate here by
putting that in their amendment.
They must be having their own
reason for boycotting the earlier
Debate. Subsequently they probably
discovered that the boycott was not
correct.

Now what is the position? Now
the position is that because the
Federal Party is asking for district
councils, it is wrong. That is an
amazing argument. Supposing the
Federal Party did not ask it and you
grant it and afterwards the Federal
Party starts asking you, are you then
going to knock it off ? What is this ?
As I told you, you have been here 32
years. That argument is not worthy
of you. I would expect some other
arguwment.
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adda O5Y. 8. cweld

(srfG erer. ertb. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why did you oppose in 1960 ? You
did not oppose a specific Bill. You
opposed the idea.

aé RDEC ot 5NN
(Qaorras i afl Crepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
No.

@dw 5. 2O, cweld
(swrf5) erer. erb. QUGrrrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Your march to Kandy was not on
a specific Bill.

a& WRE oW NG
(Qserres L afl Cr@prucs)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

No. I have emphasized over and
over again that I opposed the Ban-
daranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact. I
still oppose it and I will continue to
oppose it.

E‘ﬁu@acﬁ% ommEds3 @d. ¢ Ug

(soorf S Qareveler . 19 HAoar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Just as we oppose your secret pact.
We have opposed it, will oppose it
and will continue to oppose it.

o0& WRE oW e

(Qzenres 1 afl Creypruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)
Please sit down. I allowed all your

Opposition Members to speak. Now

allow me to speak.

It is not necessary for me to say
that there is a wide gulf between the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact
and the policy to be implemented in
the proposed district councils legisla-
tion. Surely, the hon. Member does
not say they are the same. The hon.
Member realizes that under the Ban-
daranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact, dis-
trict councils or regional councils
were to be autonomous bodies with

1968 & 21
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various powers. And, of course, I
opposed it. I will continue to oppose
such a proposal.

Now they say that I am bringing
the district councils proposal because
of a secret pact. They refer to a
secret pact. Let them have their own
interpretations about secret pacts
and everything else.

What did I say in this Parliament
in 1963 ? I had no secret pact with
them in 1963. You must grant that.
They were only getting further away
from your embrace of them in 1960.
In 1960 you all embraced each other.

The hon. Third Member for Col-
ombo Central (Mr. Keuneman) says :
“We have nothing to do with the
Federal Party.” He little realizes
that when my Government was de-
feated after the March 1960 elections
on the Throne Speech here, he signed
a letter to form a Government with
the Federal Party.—[Interruptionl.
Of course, you all signed.—I[Interrup-
tion.] The letter was signed by the
Communist Party, the Federal Party,
the Lanka Sama Samaja Party and
all the other parties.—[Interruptionl

DS ENGEDDEN
(FUrprusT oo sar )
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central had his
say. Now he must allow the Hon.
Prime Minister to reply.

oS DE od N
(Qaorsau  t afl CaFepriiss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

As regards district councils this is
what I said in 1963 :

“As regards districts councils, our
position is this. We welcome the setting
up of District Councils. It is a democratic
measure. We are aware of the faect that
by greater decentralization of the func-
tions of the Central Government we can
have democracy functioning more
satisfactorily. But we are not in a
position to tell you what our actual
attitude is until we see the Bill and the
powers that you seek to give to District
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Councils. It is necessary to bear in mind
that there are certain powers that must
be reserved always in the hands of the
central Government for the planned and
co-ordinated development of the country,
which no central Government can surren-
der to District Councils. ”— (OFFIcIAL RE-
pORT, 30th July 1963 ; Vol. 52, cc. 1126-7.)

So, once it is borne in mind that
this measure tends to greater demo-
cracy, my attitude then and also
now when I brought this forward is
the same. I have not changed. So, 1
do not want to go into all the false-
hoods that have been uttered about
district councils.

I have not got very much time left.
My hon. Friend opposite said that
fishermen cannot go to the Eastern
Province because of district councils.
I do not propose to educate him on
that matter. But I could only ask him
to read again the proposed draft of
that Bill. He said they might not be
able to go to places of worship and
various other things. I have already
given the answer to those points in
relation to the proposed Bill.

The hon. Member for Kolonnawa
(Mr T. B. Ilangaratne)—he is not
here—said that I will go down to
history as the man who betrayed the
Sinhalese, or something like that. I
will show before I finish my speech
with what name he will go down in
the annals of history. I have the file
still with me, and I shall deal with
it before I finish my speech.

Let me tell you, all this false
propaganda is there. There is no
doubt about it. T have tried to bring
the communities together. I said, as
quoted by the hon. Member, that I
am glad of the opportunity afforded
me of bringing all the communities
together, if possible. I may or may
not have succeeded, but I shall
centinue my efforts to bring the
communities together.

As regards the D. C. Bill, through
a distortion of facts, through false
propaganda, it is evident that the
majority of the people of this
country do not want thaf /Bill,and

Bewldm 08385 S Can
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it is not my intention to force any-
thing against the wishes of the
people.

aé O HO&
(QasorTa cg){!ﬁf&;ﬁ%g-aaﬁ &6 )
(Hon. Members)

Hear ! Hear ! !

&fed, @8, @ AT HITNWW F.
(B, eris- i e LGHTL T T BI&GS )
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Well done !

o VC ot HINGD
(QaerTai L ofl Caempruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Now, Mr. Speaker, there 1is a
reference in the Throne Speech to
the Social Disabilities Act. Presuma-
bly, the hon. Members want to
point out that it was passed in Mr.
Bandaranaike’s time. Very good. We
appreciate that very much. But do
they realize that this Social
Disabilities Act was a dead letter for
ten years and it is only this Govern-
ment that started acting under it in
1967 ? They had it in the statute-
book but they did nothing about it
for ten years or rather eight years
from 1957 to 1965. Under my
instructions a number of cases have
been filed. The Social Disabilities Act
is being acted upon; a number of
cases have been filed and action is
being taken on those matters.

Of course, there is something said
about non-alignment. I am looking
at my Friend from Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman). To call himself
non-aligned is the biggest hypocrisy
perpetrated on anybody. Non-
aligned ! He has the audacity to
criticise us for trying to depart from
non-alignment.—[Interruption]. Oh,
you are non-aligned! Once in
your life you have got the oppor-
tunity to prove that you are non-
aligned about Czechoslovakia. For
God’s sake, prove.

Now, the hon. Member for Kolon-
nawa (Mr. Ilangaratne) dealt with
aspects about  nepotism  and
corraption. There is some reference
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in his speech to nepotism and
corruption. The hon. fair Lady also
referred to what happened about
the C. W. E. Commission. I will tell
you what happened. Marvellous
things happened. It is not only R. T.
de Silva’s things that happened.
Talk of corruption and nepotism
comes with ill grace out of the
mouth of the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa. Consider the findings of
this Commission which I will quote.
He of all people had the audacity to
talk about this matter. I can under-
stand if my Friend from Dompe had
the audacity ; I will meet him. But
the hon. Member for Kolonnawa !—
[Interruption]—No. I am not trying
to create trouble ; do not get worried.
I am glad that the hon. Member for
Kolonnawa is coming. He is the one
who spoke of nepotism and corrup-
tion. I will read from page 113 of the
C. W. E. Commission Report. It says :

“We find that the following appoint-
ments were made as a result of pressure
improperly brought to bear by Mr. T. B,
Ilangaratne as Minister and as mark of
favour to the appointees : —

(a) Appointment of Mr. Roland Jaya-
sekera, Assistant Manager ;

(b) Appointment of Mr. T. B. Ratna-
vake as Store Assistant ;

(c) Appointment of Mr. S. R. Munidasa
as Comptometer Operator ;

(d) Appointment of Mr. V. Aluwihare
as Temporary Salesman ; and

(e) Appointment of Mr. Peter Silva as
labourer.

That is not all. But through his
friend whom he made chairman,
whom he got to contest me—

@Gomdwm @GS‘J.
(8@ Qomarsger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Not 1.

9G DRE o snsNG

(Cseorres L i of Creypruss)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

Who made him the chairman ? He
is disclaiming the chairman. I think

the fair Lady made him the chair-
marn.
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1058
BB cwddsnd 8gaec Scw

These are the findings of the com-
mission in regard to the dcings of
Mr. Ratne Deshapriya Senanayake. I
read from the report at page 113 :

“We find that the following irregulari-
ties in regard to appointments were com-
mitted by Mr. Ratne Deshapriya
Senanayake as Chairman, C. W. E., Board
of Directors ”’—

That is the man they made chair-
man, eventually to contest me. This
is what follows :

(i) (a) Recommending the appoint-
ment of Mr. D. T. E. Manamperi as
Manager, Export Department, knowing
that the correct procedure had not been
observed, which was for the Interview
Board to make the selection to the post ;

{b) Conniving at the action of Mr.
R. N. Gunaratne, the Administrative
Assistant, in submitting a Board Paper
containing an incorrect representation
that Mr. Manamperi had been selected for
appointment to the said office by an In-
terview Board, thereby misleading the
Board of Directors to ratify the
appointment ;

(ii) (a) Ordering the appointment of
Messrs. Mahinda Senanayake and Alex
Basnayake "—

That is your candidate, Alex Bas-
nayake, of Galigomuwa. By the way,
may I say this? You know, Mr.
Speaker, in the last three rlections
four or five candidates contested me,
and all except poor Mr. Munasinghe
became big shots in the C.W.E.

To continue :

—‘“as temporary Store Assistants when
he had no authority from the Board of
Directors to make such appointments, and
without observing the correct procedure,
which was for the Advisory Committee to
make the appointments ;

(b) Ordering the appointment of
Messrs. Mahinda Senanayake and Alex
Basnayake to the posts of Store Manager
without observing the correct procedure,
which was for the Advisory Committee to
make the appointment ;”

A little further down :
“ (iv) Ordering the appointments of—

(¢) Mr. K. W._. Silva, as Junior
Cashier and a few days later as
Store Manager,

(b}, Mr. S. Masakorala as Translatos;.
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And so on it goes. The most inierest-
ing revelation is at page 115, para-
graph 6. I will read that :

“The mass appointments of December,
1964, and January, 1965 7, —

That was just before election time.

QCDODY B e,

(8w Qovmsrger)
(Mr. Ilangaratne)
By whom ?

a& Y Blowwy
(Qsorrar 9 B1% G5 B eI )
(An hon. Member)

By you.

AG RRE o BNBNGD

(Qsorrey 11’ afl CF@)prdgs)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I will read what the report says :

—“1In excess of requirements, would
have caused loss to the Establishment to
the extent of the salaries and allowances
paid to the appointees up to date of ter-
mination of their appointments., But even
if in irregularly ordering these appoint-
ments Mr. Senanayake committed a tort
in respect of which an action would lie
against him for the recovery of the loss
sustained by the Establishment, such an
action would appear to be already pres-
cribed in view of section 9 of the Pres-
cription Ordinance...... ”

And thereafter that paragraph sets
out the section referred to.

Mass appointments ! I will tell you
from where the mass appointments
were made ; almost 700 from Dedi-
gama and the rest from Hewaheta.

OCoNIDY 5 Sican.
(Bw. Qovmasrser)
{(Mr. Ilangaratne)
Nonsense. Absolutely untrue.

O VIE o NBNGD

(Qserarey 1 afl Crepriuds)

(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The results show how much the

appointments helped, because both
lost.

HewlEn O35 VeV
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QCoNIDY B S,

(Bos. @ovEsTHer)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Extend the same commission to
your period also and see.

DS BN WD D
(Fumrpr USET cgl-su.-f oI )
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The hon. Msmber
for Kolonnawa made certain zccusa-
tions and the Hon. Prime Minister is
replying. He must be given a chance
to reply.

ad, VDE e NG
(Qsorzar L ofl CFepruss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member for Kolornawa
said that my name would go down in
history, and he called me some very
unkind names. Let him read this re-
port and he will realize that his name
has already gone down in history. I
will not use the future tense and I do
not want to use the word here; it
may be unparliamentary.

OGNS B .

(Blm. QomsTser)

(Mr. Ilangaratne)

Have the same commission with the
same terms to go into what happened
earlier and see. You will be jailed.—
[Interruption].

aéL RRVE 0 NBNGD
(Qserras 1 ofl CFepriss)
(The Hon. Dudley Senanayake)

I have quoted a very few examples
from this report. This report is very
interesting reading, and th= fair
Leader of the Opposition must not
think it is only Mr. R. T. de Silva who
is mentioned here. I commend this
report to her. It is not only Mr R. T.
de Silva who is mentioned here.

Mr. Speaker, we shall persist in the
programme and policy we have in-
augurated. We know that that is the
real remedy for the ills that have
befallen the econcmy of this country.
And, as I said earlier, we may lose
battles but we shall win the war.
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DS BNEDDNEH
(& ur priusn Qjaull HoT )

(Mr. Speaker)

I shall now put the amendmants to
the House. I think the House will
agree that I need not read out all the
amendments. I shall call them out by
their number. They will be dealt with
separately.

I now put Amendment No. 1 to the
House.

Q) BEO® 2I» VMDY VDY WE [WAG,
wH Sd»e SVum G

“Seiraumin Qenpsor @@ GridsULBLTE” eTenb
ey AB&ssLCUDD S

Question put, that the following words
be there added :
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ed PBEB omessd dwdm Fedidw BE
a6 me dm gud el B6@0 S5
emeds wesn ondm gddDse IE
@’y gnbh SBDsen GHOE wH s’
em Sxfe HSC oD Ihmdwd BNd
aeg ®m ecwin’g ddw WO e D8
3oef %6d 20T Ewl® Gom w®w THLV Y
5esiB EBN® gBeTEH HBw® gzl ¢dWO
el eOmif HBEVO T PW B D
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“but inasmuch as Your Excellenc_y’s
Government, despite the ever-growing
public opposition to its policies and
distrust of its intentions that have
been manifested in various ways in-
cluding in the results of parliament-
ary by-elections and local government
elections, has given no indication that
it intends to change in any way the
basic anti-democratic and reactionary
policy that it has followed since it
assumed office and which has resulted
in the sacrifice of the vital interests of
the people of Ceylon to those of foreign
imperialism and its local agents and
supporters,

and as the Address shows that the
Government seeks to hide behind a
collection of miscellaneous adminis-
trative details its fundamental inability
to evolve a positive and comprehensive
policy to deal with the growing econo-
mic crisis and other problems of the
people.

and moveover as the Address is full
of political evasions and double-talk on
most matters of urgent national im-
portance and indicates that the main
consideration that animates Your
Excellency’s Government is to find
ways and means to cling on to office for
as long as possible, while seeking to
escape from the inevitable consequen-
ces of its own broken promises, oppor-
tunistic manoeuvres and reactionary
policies, and in particular as the
Address—

(a) does not even mention the high
prices and scarcities of essential
goods in everyday use, let alone
propose any steps to remedy this
situation which has brought
about great difficulties and
hardships for the people ;

(b) fails to make even a passing refer-
ence to the ever-growing prob-
lem of unemployment, which
condemns several lakhs of per-
sons including tens of thousands
of S. S. C. qualified and univer-
sity-educated young people, to a
life of idleness, frustration and
despair ;

(¢) reveals no intention on the part of
the Government to end the un-
justified State of Emergency
which has existed for over two
and a half years of this Govern-
ment’s term of office and has also
been used by the Government to
inflict vengeance on political and
personal opponents in various
ways ;

(d) shows that the Government does
not intend to abandon its efforts
to implement the terms of the
agreement drawn up in secret in
March 1965 between the leaders
of the United National Party
and the Ilankai Thamil Arasu
Kadchi, despite the overwhelm-
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ing public opposition to the
latest of these efforts, namely the
attempt to establish D1str1ct
Counc.ls and also despite the
fact that the implementation of
this nefarious agreement
threatens the unity and state 1n-
tegrity of Ceylon, undermines the
position of the Official Language,
and denies non-Tamil citizens
resident outside the Northern
and Bastern Provinces any right
to obtain land distributed by the
State in these provinces ;

(e) does not disclose any intention by
the Government to abandon its
efforts to restrict and undermine
the free education scheme by
various administrative re-
arrangements, thereby creating a
chaotic situation in the educa-
tional system from the universi-
ties downwards ;

(f) does not show that the Govern-
ment intends to put a stop to its
repeated furtive attempts to
depart in practice from the
policy of non-alignment in ex-
ternal affairs ;

(g) does not contain any proposal
even to begin the introduction
of the official language into the
courts ;

(k) does not propose to amend the
Prevention of Social Disabilities
Act of 1957 in order to make it
a stronger and more effective
instrument to protect those who
are denied social equality on the
grounds of the caste to which
they belong, and, in particular,
the so-called Minority Tamils
who are at the moment demand-
ing that the various discrimina-

tions and indignities to which
they are subject should be
ended ;

(i) indicates that the Government in
line with its general anti-trade
union policy intends to base its
proposals to effect amendments
to the Trade Unions Ordinance
on the biassed and reactionary
report of the Jayawardene Com-
mittee which has been con-
demned by the widest sections of
the trade wunion movement in
Ceylon ;

Rewldn 9535 @HTCw
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(j) fails to take account of the fact
that the tall claims made by the
Government about the success of
its so-called food drive are not
reflected in any reduction in the
prices or any noticeable increase
in the supply to the consumer of
locally-grown foodstuffs; and

(k) does not show that the Govern-
ment intends to give up the poli-
tical favouritism, tolerance of
corruption, and official persecu-
tion of political and personal
opponents which are a marked
and scandalous feature of its
regime ;

we have no confidence in Your Excel-
lency’s Government. ”

Dowadd ¢pd ‘e8GR e §0 e aQ
aSMmeEnn® S8 e @26 CE.

@TeEalciLIg “ Qa2 7 ST DaITEEHES
QaupPOwer  FUTHTUST SfCUHEETTE) ozt ot
LB & & UL .

MR. SPEAKER, having collected the

Voices, declared that the “ Noes” had it,

co@Ben@E Cw NG Do,
(Bm. owgLiure Cre@pruss)
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)
Divide!

D SIBN GRS
(FUTprIET i sar)

(Mr. Speaker)

The Division has not been called
for by name. Does the hon. Leader
of the Opposition desire that the
Division should be by name ?

B AL dmnwD S,
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I shall now put Amendment No. 2

to the House.
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Questiorn put, that the following words
be there added :
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The House divided : Ayes, 48 ; Noes, 82.
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“but it is our view that the talks now
taking place in France in regard to the
war in Vietnam can make most satisfac-
tory progress if in the first instance the
Government of the United States of
America stops its bombing and other hos-
tile acts against the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam and also expressed its readi-
ness to withdraw its armed forces from
South Vietnam ”.
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“but regret that Your Excellency's
Address at the opening of the Fourth
o n . el Session of the Sixth Parliament—
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the continued stranglehold exer-
cised on our economy by foreign
imperialism despite twenty years
of so-called independence; nor
to the successive steps taken by
this Government to chain our
economy ever more securely to
the chariot wheels of foreign
imperialism ;

(b) does not contain a correct analysis

of the economic crisis—the most
serious since 1929-31—that has
overtaken our country and that
has led to halving of the wxice
ration and the devaluation of the
rupee on two occasions during
the last year and to the con-
sequent fantastic rise in the cost
of living and the non-availability
of many essential consumer
goods ;

(¢) does not contain any proposals to

bring down the cpst of living and
afford relief to the masses or to
solve the mounting problem of
unemployment which has as-
stimed serious proportions :
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(d) does not contain any proposals to
afford relief to the workers and
peasants and to the middle
classes who have been badly
affected by the unbearable rise
in the cost of living and whose
standards of living have been
lowered as a consequence ;

(e) does not contain any proposal for
the restoration of the rice-cut
despite the boast of repeated
record harvests for 1967 and 1968
and alleged successes of the
government’s campaign to in-
crease food production ;

{f) does not contain any proposal to
lift the state of emergency, which
has now lasted for thirty months
out of the thirty-nine months
during which this government
has been in power, and to restore
the democratic rights of the
people ;

(g) does not contain any systematic
plan for the rapid industrializa-
tion of our coun.ury with a view
to diversifying our economy and
free us from complete depen-
dence on one or two export
Crops ;

{h) does not contain any proposals for
solving the problem of lack of
irrigation facilities for agricul-
ture, which is the single biggest
stumbling block in the path of
Ceylon’s progress to self-suffici-
ency in food, by mnationalizing
the foreign owned tea estates,
re-foresting the hill tops and
solving the problem of soil ero-
sion, dredging and deepening
our rivers and enabling our
rivers to carry the precious rain
water, without waste, to the
cultivators in the plains ;

(i) does not reflect any determination
on the part of the Government to
enforce the Prevention of Social
Disabilities Act or to help in the
eradication of the obnoxious
system of untouchability and
caste oppression that prevails in
North Ceylon ;

{j) does not contain any relief to the
problems facing the students,
such as lack of lecture rooms,
inadequate tutorial staff, in-
sufficient library facilities, in-
adequate bursaries for mneedy
students, the imposition of
higher examination fees, ap-
pointment of non-academic
administrators as Vice-Chancel-
lors of Universities, all of which
have combined to create a sense
of frustration among the
students who have expressed a

dB cwdsnd BEAE Bdge

desire for a complete and radical
change in the educational and
social structure of this country ;

(k) does not refer to the disunity

caused in the country by the
attempt of the Government to
honour its secret pledges to the
reactionary Federal Party and
which exposed the sham national
unity that 1this Government
claimed to have built—which
unity that this Government
between the reactionary forces
among the Sinhalese and Tamils
and not between the masses of
both peoples ;

(1) neglects to point out the bank-

ruptey of bourgeois parliamen-
tary democracy which was im-
posed on us by the cunning
British imperialists and which,
during the past 37 years, has
brought no change in the system
of imperialist-capitalist exploita-
tion which continues unabated to
this day :

(m) does not reflect the wishes of the

people of this country on the
guestion of the unwarranted
aggression of U.S. imperialism
against the people of Vietnam by
demanding the immediate with-
drawal of U.S. and satellite
troops and the disbandment and
removal of their bases from
South Vietnam, the complete
cessation of all bombings of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
and allowing the Vietnamese
people to decide their future by
themselves ;

(n) does not reflect the truth of the

subjection of this Government to
the dictates of U.S. imperialism
which was demonstrated by the
permission given to the noto-
rious U. S. Peace Corps, which
has been exposed as an arm of
the Central Intelligence Agency
of the U.S.A,, to return to Ceylon
and the permission granted to
the U.S. imperialist ship “Hope”
to dock in Colombo harbour and
engage in subversive activities
against our people;

and therefore this House has no con-
fidence in your Government”.
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put, and mnegatived.
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DS 5N @D
(Furprust gourser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I shall now put Amendment No. 5
to the House.
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Setreu Lo Qerhaar :

Question, that the following words be
there added ;
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“but in the matter of District Councils—

(a) whereas the fact that the setting
up of branch institutions of
anti-national political organisa-
tions such as the (We Tamil)
Dravida Munethra Kazagam and
the opportunities afforded to
them to pursue their activities
in this country on an organised
scale, and the fact that these
institutions have not been pros-
cribed continue to constitute a
threat to the sovereignty of this
country ;

{b) whereas the Federal (Tamil State)
Party which has publicly stated
even in Parliament that its sole
objective is the setting up of a
separate Tamil State in this
country, continues to follow that
policy and thus this party cons-
titutes a hitherto non-existent
and dangerous threat to the
Sinhalese people and also to the
unitary character of the country ;

{¢) whereas steps have not been taken
in furtherance of the interests of
the Sinhalese fishermen who are
engaged in fishing in the Nor-
thern and Eastern coasts from
Karativu to Kirinda and who are
in danger of losing their right
to fish during the monsoon sea-
son in two-thirds the coast of
Ceylon, while the Tamil fisher-
men continue to enjoy the right
to earn a living both in the North
and East as well as elsewhere in
Ceylon ;
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(d) whereas the official language has
been pushed out of the work of
administration in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces, with the
Tamil and English languages
being given the primacy due to
the Sinhalese language contrary
to the provisions of the Official
Language Act, No. 33 of 1956 ;

(e) whereas the Government has given
in to the opposition expressed
by the Federal Party over the
establishment of colonization
schemes for the purpose of
bringing arable land in the North
and East under cultivation ;

(f) whereas the security of the historic
Buddhist places of worship in
the North and the East, such as
Nagadipa and Seruvavila, can
be endangered ;

(g) whereas the establishment of
District Councils or the accep-
tance and implementation of the
policy of establishing District
Councils while destroying the
unitary character of the country
which to this day has been de-
fended with the very lives of the
people and which has to be de-
fended for ever, will also divide
the country ;

this House regrets that Your Excellency’s
Government has failed to state unequivo-
cally that it will not establish District
Count.:,ils in any form or name whatso-
ever.’
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put, and negatived.
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(FUTFTUST 9ouTHer)
(Mr. Speaker)

I shall now put Amendment No. 6
to the House.

P LEO» 2om» S»d:
Slestaumin Qenmeen :

Question, that the following words be
there added :

" Onmg 297, 9m Swcd BEAe Swewd—

() ey Em Qug »ESH =D zn ZO®
Bwe® Bwm dwewzsy zom 60D
aB O Bwdds wmSwd 8BEemm,
Beww T @80 w28dm HOw
PR5e0H @B WS wx Befessd,


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1105
Fepes PEndRHes DN !

() SedBn %HD®Bzy god (STOL5 R
edge CEm® 90Ec®x Bow@ BmLn
Do Bu® gRENRD® dwm ¢y
8l esssT,

() e®® edrey & %6 w I O
Qe D IDd® §gWd gdwxs 3
goENdcE EBm g QG LBE
@300 8om SBeMwss,

(@) ®®D 6Gw BOSAD §ieen LW DD
cOB® Schoy BfFus,

(@) 988wy sm ¢gBRT eCRW
A® Weddwxy BB ggb eom
Bedn gues 0g¢ ACH WS POH
Co B Eeful,

cDem® Grdm B0 cudess deTeded
S Dow 620 B e e’ 6Ew
Demendd 8¢ WoTenE.”

“ ereflepid @imbéemad Gewa) UpHlu alapw s G,

(@) sreB@srob afsCsran@ Bur@h aimps
ass Qsaa BIbSIOIES GODUUDS
805 LA EDEUTS ahms Qeran® &35
Bownen Qurmenngnr NGBS SS Sl
Quneitenn (@ABEBEILGE)  TPUBS S SD
&n&ayLD,

(%) Qauafipn® alumuriseiaLGu ecrar eflu
ungE  GLsPsln  apPluguuSeT  epedih
Qmsor né&sefer fwmer  2iflen e
urHETSHSE ClENBSSaD,

(@) @8055 556018 alumunilsesé® 2aitseier
efl Ly Qe mynSlerng.  euPuwiomes
&15 5 TULIEGGIMlo)

QUTLpEMmaEL  LjeTellean

Buayn Bupwnds Querodh GlEda)d,

(7) vwasgwns QaehGu mib Csfws LFwe G s
@iBsCu smss Qelweb,

(2.) Sosnerions @pSwi LU, alany 2ibBu
Qeovaupsiscilee ussluGorer b
seHILL auigss 2 Harcsms BFNGL
Qup msGsneTaTeyLD,

WissESMmS @eBmswui owwnss GueTenlo

SEBY  SMBGT  DTETEED BLoUYEDECUOESTS

aslIC6 e OG5 amsssmssd 6 sihlsBa

G(@L‘D,”

“but regret that in the matter of the
cost of living Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment has not taken measures to Ceylonise
trade with a view to—

(a) recognising an unfettered system
of economic development as one
of the steps which willydefinitely
bring down the steadilzhamising
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cost of living and ensuring the

setting up of such an economic
system in this country ;

(b) protecting the legitimate rights of
the Sinhala people by eradicating
the corrupt practices resorted to
by the foreign businessmen ;

(¢) preventing the fluctuations in the
cost of living as a result of the
manipulation of prices at the will
and pleasure of these anti-natio-
nal businessmen ;

(d) arresting the outflow of our natio-
nal wealth, which has assumed
dangerous proportions :

(e) restoring the dominance in trade
which has been wrested from us
by foreign capitalists, principally
the Indians.”
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put, and negatived.

DS BNGEDDH
(surprwusi  oeuiEer )
(Mr. Speaker)

I shall now put Amendment No. 7
to the House.

9P TEYD TOH OWMHI OV WY DS,
Gy Yd®w IQum G

Uletraumpin Qenpacr 2@ CeissliLGuns 6T ey

all@ IGSSILLI_ g :

Question put, that the following words
be there added :
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5 AW Bewny gdmwusdw, BHened
cwaa)s 6w, omEF seme B
déymeyy, DY Buw w  od QTG
R B® & BV geathdenansd
MOwd g¢ DmPaL ensECmm 6O
S8 Ypwnded glBs OdNeEdsy
880y Bwdsw emaBe@sy o,

(90) 998wmmdsy @f8wdd wd® wmem
gon B SBowx gc DB e

e D@5 ¢,
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1107 Bewl s 535 OHVC®

B RENSed D
() e RGO BowGwed &B53® ch®ws)
demm ©88 uéBn® can Beadm
@Y DY cDH® dxfe e@ARNBRI
aeyy emnH8e®sy ¢,

() e®62 Emmmde E2i880 wd wren®m
a8 g@emww e BIFwE Fgwd
aBe®sf @60 DBVE BADE edvg
BVDE B FedRBO @B
mGBe@wy ¢, B E&5I D, G@nd
DERH D & A e (BB
DBensd SO Sweam @m@®d  Swe
dnews) 9BWd mmcCHec@s ¢,

caSemsy dunreded d¥e @uiwm
gdme fems’ E€» ¢uedRa 98 g ¢wd®
MDD DRHNID ©8g DY emd.”

“ arefignin, @pSwi LuHPw ellw s Hey,

(&) BPrasenauisaier GCalallovewny SgsfZer s
@b
Ba Bogr eflown Qums @bSwisends
G sheralswns 2 g Heun mis @l

2 S@rwaL R GEGIL  QFEsSIILS

Blgps@ BrLHpaiseE@Gh  6&m o
wrd 9alssw, Qavaes sosll, Qeas

LB M& Gumesiy
saems, Glagmils, 9rfugiiaw Qsnds
Botug o Burenr Qsetm  @g@aend

saafiurg @BEILE wssalar 2 femwnsen

Branal,

enau s Gt

GMATUTSL 116D L@ H6)ES % GIBEE TN
Wi @) LD,
@,'"5 Glumah & B GOYLIL G & (1)

QL Olaienss o

(21) @5 Swirar
ans  Gpremwowrer  OEwe)

Qe mieues @8 GlE 6T onmen owT gy,

(@) wlevpm s Pusor wsseler Npyfanssc
UTESTESUUL S il elaasitle) ogr i
eon Qup mierar @b Pwislsr Carg Gsir
S0 (@ mifley GaidamenLowr )b,

() @BBILG &EEGT QUTLH6 S1H& S5 Tapith Gur S
BellovarSmsensulen  prLHpmeut e
WG GED (DBEBETLIGE DMFYGHET, DONF
anm Qs gssin o faounsdstlsnerar
@ well g gemwowrennd, G smds,
wib, Gearm wuUewih &LOLTSEESESR19UGID
G0 DF

el aUFET

Qe gh@ (@06 g e gy,

Gueenio  sm@w  sSEs e DITFMEIS LD
@rQwn VKos&stenw  prenae Brer 2@l
@) s e

ouws  Qeweien s ulle

BB,

BITD  &aUalenit &

“but regret that as far as the Indian
problem is concerned Your Excellency’s
Government has allowed it to become
acute from day to day by—

(a) affording opportunities of employ-
ment to Indians who have not
obtained citizenship and Tem-
porary Residence Permit Holders

BB eddznd 8gae BMca

at a time when the problem of
unemployment is very acute
among the Sinhalese ; and by not
taking proper steps with regard
to the rights of the people of this
country as a result of not con-
sidering up to date, the grant of
privileges such as free education,
free health service and rice ration
and trade wunion and political
rights to the said Indians and
T.R.P. holders to be an injus-
tice ;

(b) Not taking an honest step up to
date to repatriate Indians to
India ;

(¢) not taking steps to safeguard the
birth rights of the Kandyan
Sinhalese by including in a
separate Electoral Register the
names of the Indians who have
obtained citizenship ;

(d) affording opportunities on a large
scale to foreigners to purchase
and thereby gain ownership of
movable and immovable proper-
ties at a time when sufficient
land is not available even for the
people of this country ; and by
allowing them to engage in in-
dustries and agricultural activi-
ties and other money making
concerns. ”’

DOLRIE PP " GHTQY W HYO L
D DSANEHS BB ywme DE® GE

Grsvsaiaruy. * Qe ¥ aarpairsess@ Gam
Qe suspmust 2euiserre LosLEIILGS S
UL &b,

MR. SPEAKER, having collected the
Voices, declared that the “ Noes” had it.

@l. & cwmmhem .
ecede)
(8. 2yi.93. Ca@pruss—gbulgeflu)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake—Dambadeniya)
Divide !

(&®

DS BNRD DS

(Furpruss sy ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Under Standing Order No. 48.

$&. & o NN D,

(5@ 2. 8. Coreypruss)

(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

I ask for a Division by name. This

is an important matter of a ceparate
electoral register.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1109
gl ammin@ed DD .

DS BN G

(F LT BTILGT QU H6r )

(Mr. Speaker)

I am vested with the discretion to
allow a Division by name or under
Standing Order No. 48. I have heard
only one Voice in favour of the

amendment. The Division will be
under Standing Order No. 48.

O H @& acw 48 2m» WIS Bowlow
ooy —uF s 1; 8&4&AD 80; wmedny—
cAEeST .

canu, 48 b Mwwp st lrllar B A5 s g:
griuns 1 ; argons 80.

The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 1; Noes 80

DS BN DD
(FUTBrIST Sjourser)
(Mr. Speaker)

I shall now put Amendment No. 8
to the House.

O TEOH DI IWMHO DY Ve @G,
G Swm» G

w o

(th

1 Uleraugso Gemmacn 2imig Geiésuudons 6T gnLD
dle eflGssuULL g ¢

Question put, that the following words
be there added :

T Onmg 99, md EEac Suew
Agot DiiBe gEAHEDED Om

GEEHBDR dm B wcon 928suFd, 1966
SHNE 8 0B BIBedE cad® @ o
e @ Cded o wetxdc e’ DRwsT O O

<02® @d¥ e muHwE w“1GE
dnsiefed Cdw Huw exnHED
ACR D&MD g w5 .

&
®
o

e

), &
©
8
g,

* eraflaniin,
(p&Burnmear

Guom A & LOL 5 & LOT 6ot
Qemflhsms o MenowrBu Quom§
Wfleniosmuts UT@ETEGD BHrss &SIl APEIalb S,
1966, garaifl 8 wih 555 [B% | pERUSGiT &TTERTILONE &
Seoi et  Qubm oy TEThS S PSS TGS,
FLBSSTUMESE ABuapomns: Gsiss Gom

et & Blay,

ump mienen  eerAusis e a SaoLlarslon &M M
FOUDE  QUPRIGUSHG, Guaansudy SHscr

QIIFNHED BLAUY S@E cTOESTS S G055 BHLbbS
saZvoug 6 slsdadmmn.”

_ “but regret that as far as the language
is concerned, Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment has not taken action to remove the
punishments imposed on thedlagirds

1968 &8 21

1110
d98 ewfdsnd 8¢ Scw

loving Public Servants and employees of
Corporations who by coming forward to
safeguard the right of language which is
an important professional right were con-
cerned in the incident of 8th January,
1966 ; and to grant them redress.”

200a0¢ gpo “B&LA” oW FOLW O

deo A0 BSZNGEDNY; SR Ywme DD GE.

@ravasaiiery © @l ¥ earaTpauisErsE GalD
HQwer FuTETWET Seurserne LIsLTUUGS SLi
LIt &5,

MRr. SpPEAKER, having collected the
Voices, declared that the “Noes” had it.

@Al & ow NG Ow,

(8. oyi. 0. Corepruss)
(Mr. R. G. Senanayake)

Divide, by name !

DN BNGDDE
(FLITBFTWST 9ali&erT)

(Mr, Speaker)

I am not allowing a Division by
name.

O e WEw 48 2 wWHDd HDHowlown
woew —ewed 1; 34G5Q0 81; wpedsy—
CAEE L 6.

s, 48 gy BZwwuph sl lnler B 19NBs S
gniums 1 ; erGlors 81.

The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 1 ;: Noes 81.

WD BN
(FUTBTLST 96T HoT)
(Mr. Speaker)

I shall now put the original ques-
tion to the House.

e sd e I0E:

eoeIell @), 2 Srelg

Original Question, viz. :

'¢Bed GoERIcnRsY 88 83 om
G¢ @DNO BEydht Dacwsy 99 OFTH
a7 DCw B zom ¢¥edm B culdrnd
9E8uy me Wk :

“ gBad. CnDensB,

&©ECec®sTna e
SEsy «cD5asIme
ol BouticRsT S

H8c®E pSHhensT
Gwgeh 202 edyedsT
Qeaced m@hdmeed 89
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28 AN O 9B wdY. qv ed» @idus’
241 Ce BuE® DALGOCO gued GOMB®
em® Wém D g8 VIP®HO w3IS 6Cl TWR
26"’

“ QueirantnsE@w  waTGser HuFuaiisaier Ul

é - . - : AR s -
snsSBHEG pIY  BEl@psnnsEd  BLDSSTIYLD
oo QEFenu  FLoiullEs GouaniGLn ;

“ QuoaTentowney  SHSGT  SHEFUHS S DG,

LINOIT @R LG DE L &6 Br_enT 2571019 & i
e & & [T GIT & 1D & B Noens s HmGL

‘ﬁﬂ -~ = A e

o BB Gser sy QIS & SeUIEEITRW  [BITD 6TOS]
saEflousg OpildsmsCarerBBmb. SRS
OO elLwiser wieud 6Tng S0 SMEL
QumGuen e mBualsdesGmb.”

‘That this House do present the follow-
ing Address to His Excellency the Gover-
nor-General in reply to his Speech :

“May it please Your Excellency,

We, the Members of the House of Re-
presentatives, thank Your Excellency for
the Speech with which you have been
pleased to open Parliament. We assure
Your Excellency that we shall give our
attention to all matters placed before

5 C i
d0um G
DONRDE ¢ “ume” VTHIO S« D
DN S8z vwme @DE® GE.
—aflGé&LI0ILH D .

GUNSGNGHTUL. 24LD GTETDH6UTEEHEE ©leu b PlGluleo
FUTBMUET SjeuiseniTa) LiIsL aril®ssuLLL Fl.

put.

MRr. SPEAKER, having collected the
Voices, declared that the “ Ayes” had it.

ce@BwE o NG Dw.

(B owggilure Co@pruss)
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayake)

Divide !

VI eedacw 48 Dm» whdS
clewm—uzsd 82; B&GIAw 48;
e Eead .

Bod o
WHEDHY—

sonut, 48 b BPvwmH slilmiller & OB G
eniuns 82 5 arGlgns 48.

The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48) : Ayes 82 ; Noes 48.

BDewuidnm 9575 ®ed VC®
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oy L)

aé 8. 8. ¢ BED (9RY, M8 tm
IECAC OB wn wNBNGD)

(Qsarras &. (F. 9 Dovair—sarentl, piliir
gar, Nerdlens YMDFFIHLD FOL IPFH

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

I move,

“That the Proposer and the Seconder
do present the Address of Thanks to His
Excellency the Governor-General.”

gd®me 8@um G5, wmulddnm 8.
@) ABssLULE, abhnEbsTeroniuLg.

Question put, and agreed to.

BDS cWIEmNd $Hd. S 9388 Owm. w
5Y. eRWBE gMmPg O «@® GaaRed
VB ecatng SByY BEwsTOy @M.

SIETEE BESSeTEen Sp. 2. . Slgudh
upp B, erar. Qrenr®od GuieneamGLrepd meirm
ufemreniud FomisIiu.

Address of Thanks to be presented by
two Members of the Government, viz.,
Mr. R. P. Wijesiri and Mr. N. Denzil
Fernando.

DE DO
@iy
ADJOURNMENT

a&q & &. ¢ B

(Qserres &. (7. 19. Heveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,

“That the House do now adjourn.

Sd®e IVuP GLFY, wenw =d0m T
al@ SC&sLGILD M 6Th méG)Emen aTiLL &),

Question put, and agreed to.

Oy Q&ace o epmcd
g. o 7200, ¢ 8w wen wd0Bw

¢, 1968 =€ 22 P weg & o
10 220 e ¢ Sedw.

2gerng 8. u. 7.20 5 sou
Qa@pw 956w S ironen g B
Bomis 1968 0~% 28, @rullpmé

Boemw 0. u. 2  welwer
85 DmaidbsGILIHD &I
Adjourned accordingly at

7.20 Py until 10 A.M. on Mon-
day, 22nd July 1968, pursuant
to the Resolution of the House
this day.
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