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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

DI BN GO
(FurprusT)

(Mr. Speaker)
3 3 y& »e

DG ce@BenC o sNsNwm (&izTmy,
Woodw ™ wotd miB® WOwm 8Eac
@OB)

(Ozarras  awssflure Coerewss—
»&55605rile, e arpr (@, sorsersr dasrs
O DNDEFEFTT )

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—
Minister of Industries, Home and Cultural
Affairs)

I want time to answer this Ques-
tion.

AREL. commed Ow. (mE'E)
(B@. Llefly. sa@wss—srd)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)

I am not willing to give more time
because the hon. Parliamentary Sec-
retary to the Minister of Justice
boasted the other day that all the
information was at his finger tips.

VG e o N5
(Czarreas enwsBfre Craress)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)
Then why do you not ask him ?
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DO NGNS
(Fumprus)
(Mr. Speaker)
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(Qserras ewgSiLre Cuar@unids)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

I want time to answer this Ques-
tion.

S. & 3. oY O, (Oc ek c®
€cOm @57 H)

(B 9. &
GG QT Ty YBESSar)

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Second
Colombo Central)

While the Hon. Minister is taking
time to answer the Question, will he
please order an investigation into the
state of affairs at the boat yard of the
Small Industries Corporation at
Mattakkuliya. It is in a very lamen-
table condition.

9. Qﬁmwsér—G}.sn‘@.f_hl_{

NG ce@BenE ot 5N

(Qsorreas enwsSfLire Crarewss )
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

Yes, Sir, I will.

gm0 9 EnnE 928w B2 Rewla
DS GE.

S B Y HO8F ovd v ©Ad:
o' TRy

QupCme FHovwmser, &rivsels: oar tAlurii
Cauld & @1

DISCONTINUED EMPLOYEES OF PETROL SHEDS
AND DEPOTS
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(Dr. W. D. de Silva—Borella)
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asked the Minister of Commerce,
Trade, Food and Shipping: (a)
How many employees who worked
in petrol sheds and depots lost their
jobs after the starting of the Lanka
Petroleum Corporation ? (b) What

action does he propose to take to
reinstate such persons ?

aé 8. B. 9ol » (DLHL, GVEG
mwmd o %D WOwD S8 & OB)

(Qzorras M. 19. QEVESTSaT—All b %5
Awrurs, eere), SLILIDLIE D O OVDEFEFT )

(The Hon. T. B. Ilangaratne—Minister
of Commerce, Trade, Food and Shipping)

() e® eonémbd @& go B D
DBNYeDEY eIV, D EBCE B&IHS
B o emE BH® @O GENsY
ooy OGO g BIW cDege sy ey
G o @i 600 DWW 65HdD
P D 8B @nd omBOO HEY
B, () cOwe 80 Bwdm gl
85y D @IBB WY 2.

550 o’ wQuwnd wOB wd ACHCH
cwalaCm 0AHNn3sY Y
G BT s @6 & Q pay & F 615 515 (O LD
o sHraQuUDP el o) A & & & (L
MULTI-PURPOSE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES AND
PRIVATE AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS

g 99, &, 0. o&wn@d &G @
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(@) erth. M. GT&. Ap&LDLD G IJei—
QRS (PSD 9SS ST )

(Mr. M. E. H. Mohamed Ali—First
Mutur)
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asked the Minister of Commerce,
Trade, Food and Shipping: (a) Is
he aware that private traders are
still appointed and recognized as
authorized distributors in places
where there are multi-purpose co-
operative societies, as a result of
which the business of the co-opera-
tive societies fails and runs at a loss,
being unable to compete with the
private authorized distributors ? (b)
In the interest of the progress of the
multi-purpose co-operative move-
ment, will he consider abolishing the
system of private authorized distribu-
tors and entrusting their ration books
to the respective multi-purpose co-
operative societies ; and, if not, why ?

oré. @pSLbbg I —
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(Cserre Qemsrger)

(Hon. Tlangaratne)

(qﬂ)-j@@. DY 2 ACHEsS SIS
DO ®EY 3157 DB CRAzTerY omn
05f WRPERA. e®sefe ey DE5)
CRBY 65 h8etdGmwsy eef RRISISY]
D8 sEzw HBedsY Sgdw. mDe, w
S 8IB 08w 6Ce B HEDD =0
e 5 6GL 609 ¥ BEO cxy
emel. (@) udfwln edegryesleds
B8BTS cDeger® wdmn B3 G &% 8)

» 0 YR8 Bw exn6d,

(a) Yes, but such appointments of
new _authorized distributors are
made 'in rare cases where the con-
venience of consumers require such
course and where such appointments
will not prejudice the successful
working of co-operative societies. (b)
‘It is not the policy of the Government
to suppress the retail business of the

- »" private trade.

8. 8. @l @&émdiam Ow. (g8

e3C' G)

(B 10 G- i @& eui Gar—-oyel & rauls )

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

How many such private traders
are there at present who are autho-
rized distributors ?

DS, OCoNSHY 5

(Cserre @ewrisrger)

(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

I am sorry I cannot give the full
information but I have a note here
about it. I believe there are some
7,000 authorized distributors appoint-
ed by the Food Commissioner in addi-
tion to the co-operative societies.

8. 8. @8. 92RdBAm Ocw.
(8w . 1S, gy &R Uil Fer )
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I am asking you how many private
traders there are who have been
appointed authorized distributors ?

A& PCoNSHY %
(Qsorres @avmsrser)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

May I have notice
Question ?

of ,, that
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(8. iiefly. ssE)uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Do you as a policy appoint new
authorized distributors ?

aé& OCoOSHY %
(Qzerras @evmsrger)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne) 4

Yes, if there is a necessity, but I
always give preference to the co-
operative societies.

oA CC Es¥cernm omddnee D
emBemmgwy E8898@

Qurping Qar@& : srepen. L Lighr&mr
B D16y F6)

BORELLA ELECTORATE : ESTABLISHMENT
OF LIVESTOCK FARM

9. ceDemnbew VDEL. B ¢ B

(Qré i efly. 1. 19 Rever)

(Dr. W. D. de Silva)
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vl sreflow gyoeg Qemasilpn sp
Qurp s wBurg @parrprer gy s sl
Curassir S (TH6U(THE (& Q& f5 g Lom T
Oz sQaren,, Cueviwer off Bludsyerer
3)5CsmasEL
LgTL® G sorQueruen 5 geour o plaursr ?

Qgerer 56 s L g 5

(F) Q@ssreflselQoraraps Qsreracra)
Qeilg Fe sropeL_Ls L6 & Qurer
oD oL T UTE YTribGs@bLg ol LG
Qarifp Bewaaersspe o578 Bauramr?
garaurmuder, eriiQuirepg ?

asked the Minister of Agriculture,
Land, Irrigation and Power: (a)
Has he proposed to open up an elect-
oral farm in the Borella electorate ?
(b) In view of the fact that cultiva-
tion is not done and there is no
cultivable land in this electorate, will
he instruct the Department of Agri-
culture to start a livestock farm ?
(c¢) Is he aware that the land given
over to “The Royal Colombo Golf
Club ” or the coconut estate at Base-
line Road, Dematagoda, belonging to
an ex-Staff Officer who is not a resi-
dent in Ceylon at present can be
used for this purpose ? (d) Will he
instruct the Department of Agricul-
ture to acquire one of these lands and
open up a livestock farm immediate-
ly, and, if so, when ?

ab 8. 8. ¢ 8D (28089, 928,
ACn&n, 8¢€ Aew ™ Y DO
BEAC ¢ OB an WENBNGWD)

(Qaorrey &. (. 19 Qvar—awg0srifo,
srent), piliusear, Nardflans, B&E oyeins
F@HLb FOL (LPFNAUTHLD)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of
Agriculture, Land, Irrigation, Power and
Finance and Leader of the House)

() ®3. () HHWED Sewd 6zZNd
B8y dmd HHNEOO Hw W6 16d.
(@) @B. D CLRem 8. (&) 20D &8
B BEHCE G 6 6 BodH).
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GALLE HOSPITAL : MINOR STAFF

10. 29ED. carnwnm .

(B@. lefly. ga@uss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Gweas @DOwy 883c dBe®xsyn
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g6SfaBsRed O 6 INREY gm6
REOD qumenm sDzn 3D D@
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Bo%d g5)2 D¢, Gt HhwRBY e,
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ey 8RB e 88 cnBDED. (&)
D 600 8B E 1R Vewsy &
y8en sfmsenny SOy OO0 DOED
B3 De ?
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arrr ? () @uepeplur@ser LppHL
yreor mer@)lGarary  pLrgselspE
Yl ae&ClFiiursm ?

asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Health: (a) Is he
aware that there is great dissatisfac-
tion among the minor staff of the
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Galle Hospital regarding the follow-
ing matters :— (i) that the uniforms

due for the year 1961-62 have not yet-

been issued; (ii) that some atten-
dants are transferred from ward to
ward very frequently without cause ;
(iii) that there is a shortage of atten-
dants, labourers and nurses, in terms
of even the sanctioned cadre; and
(iv) that complaints made by minor
employees are not inquired into ? (b)
Will he cause a full investigation to
be made into these complaints ?

od. 8. RePDew WS Vwn. (e99)s DO
w2 E8ac wiGe@»W ) o W)

(8. Cx. 6. euuCsssr—asrsrr
QYGLDE FIAIGT LIT T T @G g ST S )

(Mr. J. P. Obeyesekere—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Health)

(a) No. (i) Uniforms due for the
year 1961-62 have now been issued
in full to attendants, midwives,
watchers, peons, office orderlies and
gate-keepers. Partial issues have
been made to ordinary labourers and
dispensers. The balance of the issues
to these two categories and also the
uniform material due to the cooks and
conservancy labourers will be issued
as soon as it is supplied by the Gov-
ernment Stores Department. The
Director of Health Services has been
requested to keep in touch with the
Government Stores and expedite the
supply of materials. (ii) The atten-
dants who are attached to the ‘pool’
of relief attendants have to be trans-
ferred from ward to ward at frequent
intervals. Such transfers are inevit-
able when reliefs have to be provid-
ed in cases of absence on account of
sickness and other causes. Transfers
of other attendants from ward to
ward are generally made only when
such transfers are necessary for ad-
ministrative reasons. (iii) Having
regard to the sanctioned cadre of the
entire Division, there is a shortage of
nurses, attendants and conservancy
labourers.

The recruitment of attendants has
now been stopped and nurse-aides
are to be appointed in their place. The
recruitment of nurse-aides is being
stopped up and the deficiencies .in

1962 eifom@®ad 10
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the Galle Hospital will be made good
as soon as more trained nurse-aides
are available. There is an acute
shortage of nurses. Additional nurses
will be appointed to Galle Hospital
as and when more trained nurses are
recruited. Vacancies in the posts of
conservancy labourers will be filled
early. (b) An investigation is not
considered necessary. The available
resources of staff are distributed
amongst hospitals in the most equit-
able manner.

DDED. corvNnem .
(Bcp. 1 Lieflyy. ssEuwsEs)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Will he send down a welfare officer
to inquire into the grievances of the
minor employees of the Galle Hos-
pital ?

RedeT S ¢

(8s. eLuGsssr)
(Mr. Obeyesekere)

Yes. I shall be willing to do that.

MG &S : 522D QRS
&Tell @)PEGHII®D : LGOI Bl Lomewr s
GALLE JETITY : RECONSTRUCTION
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{Mr. W. Dahanayake)
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&ET

- asked the Minister of Labour and
Nationalized Services: (a) Why has
the reconstruction of a jetty at the
Port of Galle which was dismantled
over five years ago been delayed ?
(b) Is he aware that the delay is a
man-made one ? (¢) Will he investi-
gate the causes of this delay, and take
disciplinary action against those res-
ponsible for it ? (d) When will this
jetty be completed and be fit for
service ?

of °8 8. ¢ ocwmBm 83VBA®»
(DODG & Emuyy od D BEAC @1OB)

(Qsorrar erib. (9. 19 Qerdiovr @feurser
—Ogrifle, Csfuwy Croasear gyews
&Fir)

(The Hon. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena

—Minister of Labour and Nationalized
Services)

(a) Only one bay of this jetty was
demolished and shipments of coconut
oil continued to be handled exclu-
sively from this jetty. The re-cons-
truction was deferred as any further
demolition would have interrupted
the export of coconut oil. Reconstruc-
tion had therefore to await the com-
pletion of a new jetty. The new jetty
is now in use and reconstruction of
jetty No. 3 has now commenced. (b)
Yes. (c) The delay has been examin-
ed. The question of disciplinary ac-
tion does not arise. (d) Within six
months depending on availability of
funds.

ADED. crvNw .

(8@ lofly. ss@wués)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Why does he say, “depending on
availability of funds”? Are not
funds available ? Is he wanting to
put this off ?

Bewidm 0578 ®edDcw
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{The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

It is not that I want to put this off.
There is a Token Vote for this pur-
pose and I want to utilize savings to
get on with the work.

BDED. comnwm .
(B lefly. ss@uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Is there no voted money available
for this purpose ?

o ¢ etnBen BB
(Qzorras 19. Qardiovr @heir ser)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Not specially for this particular
work.

ADEL. corvnwm .

(8. lefly. ss@wss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

As the work has been delayed for
over five years, will he please be so
good as to obtain voted money for the
purpose and get on with the work ?
He has told us that he will complete
the work in six months. His “six
months ” means six years !

NG ¢ otn@Een B88ERD
(Qsorras 19 Qamriionr @fleur ser)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I will call a conference and invite
the hon. Member so that we may go
into this matter in greater detail.

ARED. cormNw .
(8. Liefly. sseuwuss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
Very well.

eeP¢mndn WDED. 8. ¢ B
(Quré i liofly. . 9. Qeverr)
(Dr. W. D. de Silva)

DO GHBN, 13 9 &« Bcs.
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eC @)

(Blm. A. Q. 0 pavrer s er—GLim & @ r .41,
&G ey YLD E &F ifleor
Sriflshe )

(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Transport and
Works)

e®® yFHwd B 20 wewn O
2 9 882,

Y& Do 9y EnwE 928us’ BB00 Bew®
D GE.

urrmr@meﬁr m&

6)61 &. &. < @G’@a
(Qzorrar &. 9. 9. Qeoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

12 2B 3@ 200 BEQ& wwed B3
BCHn GOB 6HNERYA Gw B
DC OO NBsY BERS e15BOO w3
CEID HC®WL BN v D8,

g me O e @8uxy H89O Bewlen
D GE.

Fo88 ermddme: 830 @B DG
23002502 a{_% ﬁ%g@
OmEiurg Qsras : oCrs S Ozrifp

Frénadr b se

BINCIRIYA ELECTORATE ; ESTABLISHMENT OF
MORE SMALL FACTORIES

1. 3wty Lulor w. (8x@)
(3C. 8. Sweed» dw. 605)DO)

(8las. Heguriran— HlQuAmar—L5fsw)
—(8@. . 9. qulsar FTTLITS )

(Mr. Wijayabahu Wijayasinha—Miri-
gama)—(on behalf of Mr. L.. B. J ayasena)

DED T, FOew @y totdeNaRe
WOw BEAE ¢1dBewsy ity s 566 :
(¢) 88w BxFcorwm emmdDdnrcnd,
@10 DENT D 6¢Eme®rT D OG5y
BCH B 50 WEDB MW G
BPBINE PEMB EzNSOen Bedc ?
() T qé®w Wé» ced wdee ?
(9) s88s c6cd8w NG OB Gdé8e
6B GE OB GrwsB) BBLF IBeDE?
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(8) i@y 8ERCD ¢8 5y &
e OB 60O yod wed dNB ©@®A¢ &d
DEQT ) 805 qBOD D& gewes
ernWmésyesy @xYe? (¢) @ DB
DG DB DEDBY D @ P& Gée®
DEBINe ?

5560sTIA®, cersrl @, sordsrs oo
srr gowssFors GCsll  d@: ()
Qm@Aurg Caisp Qareus, @yomss
>&560sTIAD BeéwmassersHer @l @Qiar
yar@aperor Ao Q@riflparévaer 25
Gl Bpe|s STLUSTEEET 6f & s 2 6rerer ?

(2) oo erlQurepg TGS
ulter? (@) &L ps @revl epE
SEhE@GHer  YPrESLILL L. S SHESWL
STUGTEIGor —GT & G0 ? (7) G oss

Qarifosafled QuBasp@E &Grrw  wasefl
o Cuw o parsy sroriiL@omstle S5s
&y Ho vass0arifeostrs &rrmmsetiey
Qr L gupy  gei o g6 sREsT L
QarpCoar? (o) wCamn Ho o5
Qariflovasensarear Do Qsrdpariwstor

Bovoum &G syouir oprib Qi TT ?

asked the Minister of Industries,
Home and Cultural Affairs: (a)
How many small factories or co-
operative establishments controlled
by the Department of Cottage Indus-
tries are there in.the Bingiriya elec-
torate ? (b) When were they started ?
(c) How many such establishments
are there that were started during
the last two years ? (d) Why does he
not propose to start small industries
in villages when there is an enthu-
siasm among the people to engage
themselves in such industries ? (e)
Will he start small factories for vari-
ous small industries during this year ?

NG eV HBnE ot NBNED

(Qaorres enins SfLire Crareuds)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

(¢) Ppomm 3023, (@) 28 dwcwsy
1955 98w0 »8d . (9) BB [,

(8) ©® mnbemm on® Gesics ACH) .

(6) ety Yod@usl® wah HEDs s
SBGIOO ccendmedsy med ¢dsY emcs
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[0b ce@BenE oef snrNwm]
DOw ey 68adOED Fowrws GHEIG
DD 1. OO BT wedd Eenness
B 085 6® mndenw BOVBY Vews
2O WO FLo)

DNEEBO ety NEBY D QLM
388 cs

san@gaflsn @bs sl Bpejd FEsH
KAHADENIGAMA CO-OPERATIVE COIR SOCIETY

2. bctiory Qwn—( OF. 8. Sweed
Owr. €DHR)

(Bp. Ao man—G . erev. (9. guiGrar
FITLITS )

(Mr. Wijayasinha)—(on
Mr. L. B. Jayasena)

DEQT D), D@ on e8otd B
DO EEAC :OBewsY Fuiy g& Bk :
(g) DHecHBD® emng DHED 5 s
20 88w §6@m WS el wdge ?
(q0) 2 wu@BRed g w 6 A ®Sw
6 BE&H WE ¥ Bede? (9)
G6@we @ OB @B WD N
®enc ? (8) B 0 udBed D
NS S BRen D D& ¢y e ?
(6) ¥ m0Es G OB 9bddewn) D@
6wrY 6t Dw WG MINDY 6NHO COMD
e®d) VD D@ e¢xYemBe ? (Ga) 6
88 Bw @HsY Bscd® ened & edesmn
c05Y 6d5Y Ddnewsy emu®enc? (D)
c®® ®wIBw e TV AP gewed
WwésYersye? (&) ded®»H® D@ #x¥¢
eMIMREW 85 DWW Dw FéO®
RNERD DP@ gemwed WEDDc ?

behalf of

>s50sr e, carpri @, sordsrr e
arr geowssors GCsli dle@: ()
sonQgallsy &L Opeys HbLyF FEISLD
erliQuirap g riblsstiu L g ? (=) @&
FEIE S Bar &6 &@EBer (Lpew pLILIG. LITF aZar
Qeiwiu’ L gr? (@) @Fsmsd yribils
s L Qurap g 9 ST OB & BT
QarevsCuerar 2 (F) @FFmsn Pa Sre
wrag Qsmifpu_r 55560 s s geur
YParar? (2) gssreosfe GCursedil
Wi QHAUMGE@HE  FLOLIOTLD  GULPEISLILIL L
Qgaruamg oyeur gyplersr? (oor) @&Fm
&G ET6) O SIS G 2 PLGE Qo i’
Quirgs_soflear OgranaQuiarer 2, .(er) @)%

Bewldm Y8 DeFDCEH
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28 B8R4
smsgog apbosns ojalr 2 456 5R 5 Fer
orrrr? () gLy urder, ysSCsHT s
Q@ & uller CaQpardfl_gGorilens o5
g Gepbueyn QroOUUSDE e
o &G sq &G earmar ?
asked the Minister of Industries,
Home and Cultural Affairs:—(a)
When was the Kahadenigama Co-
operative Coir Society started ? (b)
Have the accounts of this society been
duly audited ? (c¢) What was the
membership of this society at its in-
ception ? (d) Is he aware that this
society was not functioning for some
time ? (e) Is he aware that during
that period an instructor was paid a
salary ? (f) What is the amount of
goods produced by this society in
each month ? (g) Has he decided to
close down this society ? (h) If so,
does he propose to re-open it some-
where else within this electorate ?

o ce@BC G TNINGRD

(Qaorres eingBiflure Crar@uss)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

(@) 1954.12.6 E€m. (g) RD. gDwB
S0 8@ Wwé» cdfed 1961.9.43
8» . (@) @éCowed & ®wmdm
2300200 162y 3®@em 8. (&) ®. (o)
9. (o) 1962.4.30 Ex0 gPewxy g e
s DG & BBcRhen ened & ¢ DTN
&8s 31D, () 6®@w RO
o 8 . (F) 90 &iBddem
S2NEMREW ® P ®OWO ¢ NS
NG CODNO) MBwDe BB
Gt A 6®B €B) CLER.

0é 08, O3S (S LCmS
B DGR SE€BC GFOF—gRBMBD

OB eDNDQ)

(Qsorrey erib. &Lorel s—e cireonrm &,
ool  IbEFF — SN LDF FIT
FITLITS )

(The Hon. M. Samaraweera—Minister
of Local Government and Housing)—(on
behalf of the Minister of Education)

D& WABNGDNOLE, b DB 8w 6 S
ST HOCO 8Eysh @0 mE QC
8BS 5.

s m 9 €& @i8un HERY Beww®
DEBY L,
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DOTWIE 1 GBI N &
QeJICEw BEIC TIMINDID
SpLiyfless :  oQuwfés Fwrsrer oroms
G upy oypéms

PRIVILEGE : STATEMENT REGARDING
AMERICAN PEAcCE CORPS

A, @8 Qe AW WS
V1. (FadiBenmwy SEmdyuem &n
dod® WOum 8¢ wdBe sy :8E
IO ks WoT g~ 1))

(8. eris. oypi. Lwew LedrL_ T pTiss—
T &in  QYDIDEFFT Gtk urgariy  GQaouerfl
Heuasmrr
ST sie )

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Prime Minister
and Minister of Defence and External
Affairs)

Mr. Speaker, a question of Privilege
was raised by the hon. Second Mem-
ber for Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman), last Friday,
on the Floor of the House to the
effect that I have given incorrect in-
formation to hon. Members about the
negotiation and signing of an agree-
ment relating to American Peace
Corps Aid on the 31st August. The
passages in my speech made on the
31st August, 1962, and reported at
columns 1013 and 1112 of HANSARD to
which the hon. Member takes excep-
tion are as follows :—

QYDFFT GILb  LITTTGHLOGT D

The truth of the matter in regard
to the Peace Corps negotiation is that
the negotiation has not yet been fina-
lised. The agreement has not yet been
signed. The agreement has been re-
quested by the Ministry of Education.
It has been examined by the Economic
Affairs Division of the Treasury. The
general terms have been approved by
them. It has been sent to the Ministry
of Defence and External Affairs for
negotiation. The document has still
not been signed. That is the factual
position. The signing will be done by
the Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs if, in due course, the Govern-
ment decides upon entering into an
agreement in that form.

Lower down at column 1112, I
said :

I do not know, and I do not care to
express any opinion on a matter of
controversy, or which the hon.
Members have made a matier of e6R:
troversy, as to whether'“thie ‘Meétfibers

1962 e 5 @8 10
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of the Peace Corps are agents of sub-
version or not . . . . But in regard to
the usefulness of members of the
Peace Corps I do agree that that is a
question which the Government must
very seriously consider, and ce_ertamly
in the negotiations which will take
place by the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs this question will be
gone into and will be considered care-
fully along with the requests made by
the Hon. Minister of Education and
the Hon. Minister of Health.

The truth of these statements which
I made on the 31st August has been
challenged by the hon. Second Mem-
ber for Colombo Central in view of
the arrival in Ceylon of 39 Volun-
teers and a Programme Director of
the Peace Corps on 6th September,
1962. The argument of the hon.
Second Member for Colombo Central
on the question of breach of Privi-
lege is to the effect that the arrival of
these people proves that an agree-
ment has already been signed or that
the Government of Ceylon has
already committed itself beyond the
point of no return in regard to the
American Peace Corps Aid and «
fortiori the statements made by me
in Parliament must be incorrect.

Last Friday, after the hon. Second
Member for Colombo Central had
made this complaint I made a short
statement declaring that I believed
the information that- I had earlier
given to hon. Members to be correct,
that I proposed to make a full state-
ment today on the facts so that you,
Mr. Speaker, could decide whether
there had been a breach of Privilege
or not and that, if I had unwittingly
made an incorrect statement, I
express my regret and apologies to
the House. I said, however, that I
believed that the agreement had not
been signed and that the Peace Corps
Volunteers had only been given a
provisional clearance to enter Cey-
lon pending the signing of the
agreement.

These are the facts. On the 23rd
May, 1961, the Ambassador for
Ceylon in the United States of Ame-
rica, who was Mr. R. S. S. Gunawar-
dene at that time, wrote to the Hon.
Prime Minister a letter forwarding
certain. documents and suggesting
thatCeylon should avail itself of the
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[&feF. @d. Dot e MdSrnwLd @w.]
services of the American Peace Corps
which President Kennedy had recent-
ly established. The American Em-
bassy in Ceylon also informed the
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs that the services of the Peace
Corps could be made available to the
Government of Ceylon if the Ceylon
Government desired it. On the 6th
of June, 1961, the Hon. Minister of
Education presented a memorandum
to the Cabinet, seeking approval to
obtain Science graduates and techni-
cally qualified persons for the Depart-
ment of Education and the Technical
College from the Peace Corps. On the
ond of August, 1961, the Cabinet de-
cided that “ aid from the U. S. Peace
Corps Movement should be accepted
and that such aid should be treated
as any other form of technical assis-
tance and obtained only :—(a) to
meet essential requirements that can-
not be met from our own source of
trained personnel; and (b) 'to fill
temporarily, vacancies in the sanc-

“tioned cadre of departments; and
that the members to be engaged
and the purpose for which they are
to be engaged should be settled from
all Ministries by the division in
charge of Foreign Aid in consulta-
tion with the Ministries and Depart-
ments ”.

Subsequently, a lady by the name
of Mrs. Levison of the American
Peace Corps visited Ceylon and called
on various Ministers and officials
with the American Ambassador in
Ceylon to explain the purpose and
objectives of the American Peace
Corps Programme.

Mrs. Levison came to Ceylon in
October, 1961. On 97th December,
1961, the Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of Education wrote to the
Controller of the Foreign Aid Divi-
sion of the Treasury asking for forty-
two Peace Corps Volunteers for tea-
ching Science, Health and Physical
Education and Home Science, who
should be graduates. Requests were
also received from the Health
Department, the Department of Agri-
culture and from the Electrical
Department.

Bewldn 0535 @eHdVC®
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On 11th January, 1962, the Ministry
of Defence and External Affairs
communicated the request made by
the Ministry of Education to the
American Ambassador in Ceylon. On
12th March, 1962, the American Em-
bassy in Ceylon by a third-person
note sent to the Ministry of Defence
and External Affairs, acknowledged
the request made for forty-two
Volunteers under the Peace Corps
Programme. I should like to read
from that note itself :

The Embassy of the United States
of America presents its compliments
to the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs and has the honour
to refer to the Ministry’s note No. . . .
dated 11th January, 1962, informing
the Embassy that the Government of
Ceylon has decided to request the
services of forty-two Volunteers
under the Peace Corps Programme of
the United States Government, and
fhat Volunteers were required for the
teaching of Science, Home Science,
Health and Physical Education. The
Embassy has the honour to inform the
Ministry that the request of the
Government of Ceylon contained in
the Ministry’s note has been approved
in principle by the Government of the
United States of America subject to
the availability of funds,

and these are the important words—

and subject to entering into appro-
priate understandings between the
two Governments concerning the re-
ception of Peace Corps Volunteers
and related Personnel of the United
States of America and other matters
concerning the Peace Corps FPro-
gramme in Ceylon.

The Embassy hopes shortly to pro-
pose the terms of such arrangements
to the Ministry.

The Embassy of the United States
of America avails itself of this oppor-
tunity to renew to the Ministry of
Defence and External Affairs the
assurance of its highest consideration.

On 30th April, 1962, the United
States Embassy forwarded a draft
text to the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs and stated “after
agreement as to the text has been
reached, the Ambassador’s note to-
gether with the reply would consti-
tute an Agreement between the
Governments of Ceylon and the
United States of America providing
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for the reception of Peace Corps
Volunteers and Representatives for
their operations in Ceylon ”.

The draft text submitted has been
the subject of discussion between
officials of the Foreign Relations
Division of the Ministry of Defence
and External Affairs and the Coun-
sellor of the American Embassy, and
the draft text as amended and
approved by them is awaiting sub-
mission to the Honourable Prime
Minister for her consideration,
approval and signature.

It is correct to say that the Agree-
ment has not yet been signed.

That was the factual position so
far as it was known on 31st August,
1962, when I made my statement in
the House of Representatives. How-
ever, on 30th August, 1962, the
Embassy of the United States of
America had sent a third-person note
to the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs—that is one day
before I made my statement—inquir-
ing whether “it would be agreeable
to the Government of Ceylon to have
a Deputy Peace Corps Represent-
ative, thirty-nine Volunteers and a
Programme Director of the Peace
Corps arrive in Ceylon on 6th
September, 1962. In the event that
these arrangements are agreeable to
the Ministry, the Embassy requests
that appropriate courtesies be exten-
ded to the Volunteers ”.

This note has been minuted on the
file by an officer of the Foreign
Relations Division only on Ist
September, 1962, and put up to the
Permanent Secretary. On 3rd
September, 1962, the Permanent
Secretary to the Ministry of Defence
and External Affairs has made a
direction on the file as follows :—

eDO5Y Ocs.

(&5 Qseriver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Quick work in granting visas, my
word !

1962 S ®a& 10
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ot @l Awe AL NWérnwm .
(Bl@®. eris. yi. Lwew L rrprugs)
(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I quote :

The Peace Corps Volunteers can come
to Ceylon on 7th September, on the con-
ditions which we have laid down in the
draft Agreement. Please make the
necessary arrangements in consultation
with the American Embassy.

On 4th Sepetmber, the Ministry
of Defence and External Affairs
replied to the note of 3rd August as
follows : —

There is no objection to the arrival in
Ceylon on the scheduled date of Peace
Corps Volunteers and other persons
serving with the Peace Corps. Pending the
conclusion of an agreement between
Ceylon and the United States of America,
they will be admitted on terms and con-
ditions laid down in the draft Agreement
which was proposed by Ceylon at the
recent conference between officials of the
Ministry of Defence and External Affairs
and representatives of the Embassy of the
United States of America.

On these facts, Mr. Speaker, I
submit that the facts stated by me
on 3lst August, 1962, are quite
correct and that there is no breach
of Privilege committed by me. I
submit that the Government of
Ceylon has not committed itself
beyond the point of no return merely
because the Peace Corps Volunteers
had been provisionally admitted to
this country on the orders of the
Permanent Secretary to the Ministry
of Defence and External Affairs,
pending the conclusion of the Agree-
ment between the Governments of
Ceylon and the United States of
America. It would have been more
satisfactory if such Agreements as
were necessary had been concluded
before the arrival of the Peace Corps
Volunteers. But that is another
matter and does not directly concern
the question of breach of Privilege
now before the House. None the
less, I submit that the arrangements
made for the reception of the Peace
Corps  Volunteers pending  the
Agreement—a matter of which I
personally was unaware on 31st
August—does not make any state-
ment that I made on the Floor of the

House on 3ist August false or
misleading.
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In conclusion, I should like to
thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving
me this opportunity to make my
statement today, and I am content
to leave it to you to decide if there
has been any offence by me to the
honour and dignity of this honourable
Assembly.

DSIBNED DD
(FLm prisi)
(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
has been good enough to show me in
advance this morning the statement
he has just made. From this state-
ment, which I accept, it is quite clear
that the facts stated by the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary on 31st
August, were neither false nor mis-
leading. I am not concerned with any
question other than the simple ques-
fion of Privilege, and I shall, there-
fore, express no opinion on any other
matter. 1, therefore, rule that mo
breach of Privilege has occurred.

SesBesm 6P SEHD,
1962-63

9@&';3:_’_@ w@aFrsmr, 1962-63
APPROPRIATION BILL, 1962-63
b ©BenedBE wGm ACH ce [goBe,
e @8 T]
oD@ NS 8.

95 9 &8n.—mBDIY, 0RO, YBDA
30 8¢€ AC @D

SO 95— GG BT LH, srenfl, S
vrger, HerEds s YILDE &I

HEAD 95.—MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE,
LAND, IRRIGATION AND POWER

1 95 ©=0OMe—mMeD P RAE ©BWIg
oG sVPE 8y gBm OB,
&. 5,830,826

eurr & @L LIGT @av. 1 —iewflusrerifler %ﬂlb@é
@/ Gaugar(LpLb 9 pLig-SEHLD, BT
5,80,826

Vote No. 1.—Personal Emoluments

and other Allowances of Staff,
Rs. 580,826

Bewidn 9538 Ve
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1 95 o B8n—oWodm W WR
2.9, 4. 3,60,390

e 1 gvliy 1.—oeriwii QariiLjih FLbLOTE

&(@RLD, EHLIT 3,60,390

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and Salaries,
Rs. 360,390

@28ury Wé® Cf WeeRIDD® [ o @S
6]—

“That the vote be reduced by Rs, 10 in
respect of sub-head 1, item “ Minister ”.—
[8. 8. 8. @@dZan dw.]

g Do v€S BNBYD DED GE.
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The use of fertilizers is the chief
means of increasing the yield per acre.
Not more than 50 per cent of the culti-
vators are members of co-operative
societies, and a large number of existing
co-operative societies are defunct. There
were many cases oOf cultivators who
settled their loans but were unable to
obtain further loans for fertilizers because
their societies as a whole were not credit
worthy, As fertilizer subsidies are given
only in respect of purchases made through
co-operative societies, there are serious
organizational limitations outside the
control of the Agricultural Department In
regard to the intensification of the use of

fertilizers.
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a& 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Oazerres &. 19. 9. Bovar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

No, Sir. The Ten-Year Plan en-
visages the preparation of several
short-term plans. You find this at
page iv of the preface.

The work of planning does not end with
the preparation of the Ten-Year Plan.
Much remains to be done. In particular,
as mentioned in the Report itself, it is
important to follow up the Ten-Year Plan
with a short-term operational programme
covering say the next 2 or 3 years. This
should highlight the immediate organiza-
tional and executive tasks that must be
put under way if the goals of the Ten-
Year Plan are to be realized.

Therefore, in the preparation of the
Ten-Year Plan, a two-year or a three-
year plan is an essential part of the
Ten-Year Plan to work out the
details.

WBY cBesn Do

(8. sponsun)
(Mr. Kandiah)
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Capr’ Crip Qorresr eresr Qerar@e o er
Qs Coapre” Crip 1Qerrer Ly prours 2 “ Grer
Quip Qerrdar”  wrgHrin oeus B s s
Cur siCiw. @) TEDE? o LsLQEsT ?
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aé 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qseorrar &. (9. 9. Qovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Not amended.

RARNE e snsnwm Ow. (¢E€wd)
(8. ofl Crarewss—QaiL1g &)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake—Dedigama)
What is not amended ?

WY cRen Och
(8. @pengwr)
(Mr. Kandiah)

The Hon. Minister
us—=

indicates to

RRE o N D,
(8. Liofl Crareuds)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Speak in English so that we can
also follow.

WY eRcir Dese

(8. spegwr)

(Mr. Kandiah)

Sir, I am asked to go on in English
so that I might be followed.

I was saying a little while ago that
nothing has happened according to
this Ten-Year Plan, and the only
person it would serve now is the
parana paper-man, and he would not
buy it even at five cents a pound. I
also mentioned that they have come
out with a short-term plan.

The Ten-Year Plan contains at
least very good essays on‘miany 'suls-
Jects, and if any one of these subjects

Bewldn 05775 @edDE®
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is prescribed for the S. S. C. exami-
nation, students would do well to
study some of these, but the language
in the Short-Term Implementation
Programme is hopeless. The only
redeeming feature is that it contains
pages of extracts and figures, and to
that extent it is useful. I pointed out
that in the Short-Term Implementa-
tion Programme they have not
deviated from the Ten-Year Plan. I
ask him if this is in the Ten-Year
Plan, why come out with a Short-
Term Implementation Programme
Why do you not go on with the Ten-
Year Plan ? It has been stated right
along in this House that nothing has
been done according to the Ten-Year
Plan, and that is why they have come
out with a short-term programme.

As I stated in Tamil, the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture, Land, Irriga-
tion and Power is very enthusiastic
about his work. He wants to see
that something is done.

8. 8. @8 @&READ .
(8. o, 9. Y. G Har)
{Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
Y@ prar Qere&’mper,
@ L_wer wrBifl Ceaulyw Q1B mi erer.

Sy Gl

D5y ¢GBcdr Dedo

(8@ spezwr)
(Mr. Kandiah)

The former Minister of Finance
ran way from the place because of
the financial position. The Hon.
Minister of Commerce, Trade, Food
and Shipping is to fly to Burma and
to China to see whether something
cannot be done about food. Both of
them are looking up to the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture, Land, Irriga-
tion and Power to do something, but
I am told he is not in a position to
do anything.

Well, as I stated, he is very enthu-
siastic about his work, and therefore
we would help him as much as
possible. But, what is the position
now ? They have neglected the
cultivation of our cereals. At least,
if they grow fruits and vegetables too
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on an extensive scale, there might be
a reduction in the consumption of
rice.

We have, on the average, 180
pounds of rice per capita per annum,
or, in other words, half a pound of
rice per day for each person. It is
only half a pound of rice for each
person and about one-third of a
pound of other things. We are exist-
ing today on the basis of these foods
which are of vital importance to us.
This must be supplemented by other
things. We are not doing anything.
India is now exporting plantains, and
so on. Is it not possible to see that
some of these things are encouraged
and cultivated ? You should not
force a cut in rice on the people,
before you have ensured other food
supplies and substitutes so that the
people may not want it. That is the
position we must bring about in
the country, and can that not be done
is the question.

The Ten-Year Plan envisages that
at the end of ten years it might be
possible for this country to produce
75 per cent. of our rice requirements.
How much have we produced now ?
We have produced 49 per cent. That
is what the Director of Agrarian
Services says.

aé Oy BDléowzy 5
(Ozerres ymssS ST HAT)

(An hon. Member)

54 per cent.

DY cGBexn Do

(85 =pesgwr)

(Mr. Kandiah)

I am speaking of the Report of
1960 which says 49 per cent. As I
stated the other day, the Report
which is available to our hands is
only the 1960 Report. It may be that
in 1961 there might have been a
slight increase. But whether it is 49,
53 or 54 per cent. it does not make a
substantial difference. At the end of
ten years the Plan says that we might
have 75 per cent. I am on this
point : even our experts say that at
no stage, or rather for many, more

1962 esed o ®a8 10
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years, can we produce the necessary
rice and that we will have to depend
on imports. That is the position we
feel worried about. In view of the
present position in our food produc-
tion, I would suggest to the Minister
that he should take such steps as are
necessary to improve the cultivation
of our cereals and other products and
also vegetables, fruits and so on.

There has been a lot of confusion,
and talk also, about the cut of half a
measure of rice. A Finance Minister
has been sacrificed on that score.
Yesterday and today we hear the
Prime Minister also making state-
ments that the opposition to the half
measure cut had not proceeded from
the country but is only a political
affair within Parliament itself. I do
not know whether she is justified in
making these statements. If she feels
like that, the best thing would be to
test it with the people.

In the present position of two mea-
sures per week, it is 180 pounds per
capita. One measure of rice is equal
to two pounds of rice. 52 X 4 = 208
pounds. The ten million people are
not given that quantity. The rice that
is distributed is sufficient only for
8,500,000 people. That is what the
Report says. That is why it has been
reduced to 180 pounds per capita. In
other words, we are now having on an
average half a pound per person, Half
a measure is half a pound per person.
If you reduce it, I do not know where
we are going to be. One-fourth of
that half is also gone. We want quan-
tity ; we are used to it. Can you cut
it down ? Therefore, what you should
do to make up for the cut is that you
should produce other things, supple-
ment it with fruits, yams, and vege-
tables. This country is famous for
yams. During the War, do you know
Mr. Minister that we had been selling
tons and tons of manioc ? If you only
see the accounts of the British you
will find that on that item we also
had been earning millions of rupees.
They bought it for starch. We can

cultivate it. Is the Government doing
SO0


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2015
Juddm ewYPuny wvemm, 1962-63
[ ¢Bwr . ]

I say that propaganda must be
carried on in schools, ete., urging
people to cultivate these supplemen-
tary food crops. The time will come
when we can automatically stop im-
p-orting this very large quantity of
rice.

It has been claimed that by reduc-
ing this half measure of rice on the
ration we can save a great deal of
foreign exchange. I have not been
able to understand this argument. No
doubt the reduction of the rice ration
by half a measure might mean a re-
duction in the foreign exchange by
about Rs. 100 million as claimed. But
are you going to leave it at that?
What did the Hon. Minister say when
he introduced this cut in the ration ?
He said this:

It is easy to think politically and to ask :
“Why do you want us to make sacrifices,
why should we make sacrifices ? ”

If I, a person belonging to a mino-
rity community which has been sub-
jected politically to a rule of tyranny
and consistent discrimination, am
asked why do I want to make sacri-
fices, why should I make sacrifies, I
have a good answer to give ; but this
is not the time for it. The Hon.
Minister continued to say :

But may I say that we have reduced the
ration in consequence of the fall in
external assets. I do appeal to hon.
Members to take that one burden which
is certainly a burden ; I am not saying it
is one. I should also like to say this.
There will be adequate cereals available
for consumption. Flour will be readily
available. There will be no question of
any ration on the issue of flour.

[OFFIcIAL REPORT, July 26, 1962 ; Vol. 47,

c. 1376.]

From where are we going to get
these cereals and flour ? The impli-
cation seems to be that either we are
going to produce them locally or get
them free from somewhere. For
every half measure (or one pound) of
rice that you take away from the
ration, you must give one pound of
cereal or flour or some other commo-
dity. Those supplementary food-
stuffs have also to be purchased, . Jn
1960 we have purchased about Rs. 68
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million worth of flour. We are buy-
ing a little more now. Australia is
our biggest supplier of flour. She does
not give it to us free. The price of
one measure of rice is 44 cents c.i.f,,
according to the report. The price of
one pound of flour is 24 cents, accord-
ing to the report. In other words, the
price of two pounds of flour is 48 cents
and the price of one measure (or two
pounds) of rice is 44 cents. So that,
if we are to buy flour from outside,
we will have to pay more and there
will be a greater drain on our ex-
ternal assets. We will have to pay
one-eleventh more. What is the posi-
tion if we pay one-eleventh more ?
If rice is now costing us Rs. 100
million, the same quantity of flour
will cost us Rs. 10 million more.

I cannot really understand the
argument put forward, unless we are
told that we will get the flour free.
No doubt, under P. L. 480 America
gives us flour. The flour comes here,
it is sold here and the counterpart is
here. Now this scheme has been ex-
tended in respect of Russia too. Let
us understand that the counterpart
is not a gift. Out of the American
counterpart we have to give Ameri-
can enterprises the money that is
required to run various departments.
Then a certain portion of it, in terms
of the statute, we will have to repay.
We will have to repay this loan with
interest. Then, in what way is this
half a measure going to give us some
relief so far as our external assets are
concerned ? We will have to dismiss
that.

Then, what is it that we are going
to save internally ? We will save in-
ternally one-fourth of what we are
paying as a subsidy on imported rice
—the cost of two measures which in
the aggregate amount to Rs. 120
million or something like that. In
1960 the internal subsidies figure
stood at Rs. 122.5 million, so one-
fourth of that would work out to
Rs. 30.6 million, which will be
savings. There will be savings on
that account, but today we are not
worried about internal savings. We
arerdeeply worried about falling ex-
ternal assets.
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- Our external assets have run down
to such limits that the financing of
one-fourth of our requirements of rice
would endanger our position very
seriously. But what about other
enterprises and so on ? That is why
I stated that the burden today is on
the Minister of Agriculture to solve
our financial and food problems. But
we are asked : How can he solve it all
by himself, without getting somebody
to assist and advise him ? But solu-
tions must be found. How is he going
to solve these problems ? In trying
to solve these difficulties we cannot
afford to dissipate our energies. This
Government is dissipating its ener-
gies all over, over a number of pro-
jects, they have a finger in every one
of them, and what I would suggest is
that they select some projects and
concentrate on them.

For instance, take the fishing in-
dustry, which is a very important in-
dustry. What has been done in the
case of our fishing industry ? They
have been making a number of boats
and selling them on a loan basis. But
all of them are not working in the
seas. Some of them are lying on our
sea shores, useless and unattended.
These boats are not being used by
anybody.- They are not used for the
purposes of fishing. Therefore, it is
not surprising that no good results
have been produced.

But poultry is doing well. I ask
the Minister to give all encourage-
ment to poultry breeding and farm-
ing. The difficulty about pouitry is
the obtaining of sufficient poultry
food. Something has to be done. We
cannot be importing poultry food.
We cannot afford to do so. Therefore
poultry food has to be produced
locally. I am glad to observe that all
over the country, particularly in the
Northern Province, people have
taken to poultry breeding seriously.
That trend must be encouraged.
[Interruption]. An hon. Member
refers to chickens. Yes, one day old
chicks are in great demand. I am
aware of the fact that people have
sent money, for the purchase of these
-day old chicks, to the Professor of
Agriculture, Peradeniyapiand alsoobo
3
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other selling centres, 'but they are
still waiting for the chickens to come.
I have observed in some report that
140 incubators are to be made avail-
able. This is not enough. We have
to purchase more of them.

In all earnestness 1 suggest to the
Hon. Minister that he should not dis-
sipate energy on everything. Concen-
trate on poultry and fisheries, concen-

trate on cereal cultivation, on rice
cultivation and above all on
fruits, vegetables, etc. The people

must be encouraged to do this
all by themselves. In the case of
fisheries we can catch all the fish we
want if we tackle this on the proper
lines. I am sure the Minister is
aware that two more trawlers are to
be purchased. They are not neces-
sary at all! There is one Japanese
trawler fishing around our coasts and
selling fish to us and sometimes we
have to permit them to export the
profits elsewhere. That is also a
drain on our external assets. The
Japanese people get together and
laugh at wus. They go out fishing
for three or four days, come back and
sell what they catch. In the mean-
time, our trawlers are doing nothing.
Now you are thinking of importing
other trawlers.

Let there be some enthusiasm. 1
think there must be a lot of goodwill.
You have nationalized transport ;
you nationalized the Port; why do
you not nationalize goodwill ? Can
you have goodwill all round when
you have torn in asunder into so
many parts by your actions, injustice,
nepotism, favouritism ?

The other day, I was shocked at a
Parliamentary Secretary telling us

“that he promoted an officer over two

other higher officers because he had
confidence in him. If you do not
have confidence in the other two,
chuck them out. If they belong to
the army drum them out. But so
long as you have them, you cannot
promote others over them. When
you do that what happens ? There is
frustration and there is no work
done. Do you know the number of
Government servants who feel
frugtrated and are not, therefore,
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enthusiastic about their work ? It
was suggested that the number
would be ninety-nine per cent. But

I am sure that it is more than 50 per
cent.

ceie, 1962-63

It was only last year that I was in
Madras. I saw men working on the
road at 7o’clock in the evening. 1
went up to the overseer and asked
him why they were working -at
7 o’clock ? He said, “No, Sir, our
time to stop work is 5 p.m., but there
is only about 200 yards more to be
done. We want to finish it up and go
away.” That shows a feeling for the
country. What is it that we have
here ? We are giving everything
free. There is free education, free
health ; transport is three-fourths
free; the railway is three-fourths
free; food is three-fourths free.
When that is the case, how can we
progress ? The {ree list is much
more. In these circumstances there
must be a lot of re-thinking as to
what should be done. Fairly strong
action must be taken ; but in taking
strong action do not, to use slang, hit
us in the stomach. Do not reduce
our food. Let us not save by
starving.

o& 8. 8 ¢ B

(Qzerres &. (F. 19 Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
What do you suggest ?

D5y e&esn e,

(B spegur)

(Mr. Kandiah)

All that we can do is to tell you
what the position is. The Govern-
must know what to do. I have
suggested that you nationalize good-
will. Create amity ; create a sense of
feeling for the country. In short,
create a climate for the development
of this country. That climate is not
there.  If the climate is not there,
you will be dumping millions and
millions and not see results.

We have been developing, as I said
once before, national discord, hatred
and things of that typelioiThereélods

Hewidyy 8YH Vedace
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vindictiveness. We must reverse all
these things. We must see that the
people develop a feeling for the coun-
try. That is the first necessity.

You wanted me to suggest some-
thing. I am not an agriculturist ; nor
do I have experience to be able to
speak on that subject. All I can say is
that this is the position and you
should do something about it. To
repeat, one thing that you can do is
not to dissipate your energies on
everything. There are a number of
industries, a number of projects that
we can engage in. We cannot do
everything at once. There are certain
things regarding which we have got
to enter into agreements with a
countiry like India. We have to give
something to India and India has to
give something to us. Even in re-
gard to the matter of food, we might
give something to India and India
might give us something. We have
not considered that aspect of the
matter.

The hon. Member for Galle (Mr.
W. Dahanayake) has dwelt at length
on the question of fertilizers. I
think close upon Rs. 5 million
are spent as subsidy on ferti-
lizers. We are giving a subsidy on
rice. There are subsidies on various
items. There are 12 to 15 items on
which we give subsidies under the
Guaranteed Price Scheme. Our im-
port bill on fertilizers is very big.
We must have a fertilizer plant, and
we must do something towards that
end too.

The other day certain things were
said about the Forest Department,
and I was glad I agreed that day with
the hon. Member for Avissawella
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena) that the
Conservator of Forests is an ineffi-
cient person. It was pointed out by
some other hon. Member that, there
is no one who is fit enough or is quali-
fied enough to take up that position.
Thereafter the hon. First Member for
Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jayewar-
dene) and I were going through the
Civil List. We find that every one of
the officers listed there is fully quali-
fied in forestry. I am sorry I do not
haveathe book with me now. And
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when there are people fully qualified
In forestry, why do you want an offi-
cer of the Civil Service to be in
charge of the department ? It is not
that I want to say anything against
the Civil Servants. There are some
who are fit to be professors of Pali,
Sanskrit or Sinhalese in universities
but who are absolutely unfit to be in
charge of administration. They have
selected the wrong profession. I do
not blame them.

We have specialized people. We
send these people to Oxford, Cam-
bridge and other places for specializa-
tion and after they specialize in
forestry and come back to this
country they are made to do some
administrative work and not placed
in charge of the department.

CeVEMAdw V. &F. S@Boon
(QLré_; eron. a. ST e )
(B SvA, Wickremasinghe)
Wrong race.

WY eGcis s

( B cw. & [5G FILIT )

(Mr. Kandiah)

The hon. Member says, “ wrong
race”. I agree. If you look at the
first officer below the Conservator of
Forests you will find that he is a
Burgher, the next person is a Tamil,
and I do not know who the other is.
It is the wrong race! Now, if you
say : “ You belong to the wrong race,
SO you cannot be the head of the
department ”, can you expect these
people to pull their weight with you
in your projects ? In matters of this
type, therefore, questions of race,
religion and so on should not be the
criterion in the selection of a suit-
able person but ability and ability
alone and with that, the qualification
to do the job. I hope the Hon. Min-
ister will take the necessary steps to
see that our forests are re-afforested.

We must have forests. People do
not understand the danger of destroy-
ing the forests. In the Northern
Province the forests are becoming
smaller and smaller, and sometimes
you do not have sufficient rainfall.
If we go on at this rate wadiwil not

4
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know where this will take us to. It
seems on the one side that we have
to put in more work and more
money, and unless we do this I do not
know how things are going to be in
the near future. I feel that, before
the middle of next year, we will be
in very great difficulties with respect
to our food and money, and I do not
know how one is going to solve all
these difficulties.

I expected to go on speaking in
Tamil but at the request of some hon.
Members I began to speak in English.
You will forgive me that I ended in
English. There are a number of
other hon. Members to speak. There-
fore, may I make one request to the
Hon. Minister of Finance before I
finish ? T would request that you do
not dissipate your energies on a
number of projects but that you
select the projects, particularly those
which have some relation to food,
and then spend money on those
projects.

CeVEmMIe . ¥. THO&oey

(OLré_; erow. . G TR man )

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I intend to contribute to this
Debate on the Ministry of Agricul-
ture although I feel very reluctant
to do so. [Interruption.] The Hon.
Minister is not present, but that is
not the main reason,

Over 90 per cent of the national
wealth production of this country is
agriculture. One hundred per cent
of the grave financial crisis which
produced a most dangerous convul-
sive fit to Government schemes and
its very existence is due to
the failure, to the inefficiency and to
the corruption of the departments
under the Minister of Agriculture,
Today the Agricultural Ministry is
responsible for the gravest economic
crisis we are facing in this country.
We have come to this position as a
result of deficient food production, as
a result of enormous susidies for both
imported as well as locally grown
food and for various other subsidiary
foodstuffs. We are spending money
for the import of fish and our indus-
trial development is retarded due to
lackiof, electricity for the develop-
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ment of industry. When there are
all these problems to which the
country cannot find a solution and we
are almost on the verge of economic
collapse, the Ministry of Finance—
with an unbridged gap of about 25
per cent of the total expenditure in
the Budget—has been either thrust
on this same Minister or in the alter-
native this Ministry too must have
been grabbed by this Hon. Minister.

Judging from this morning’s state-
ment in the press credited to the
Hon. Prime Minister, a power-hungry
politician has grabbed this Ministry. I
am not saying that he has done that.
I am making an intelligent deduction
from the statement that appeared in
the press this morning. The hon.
Prime Minister made this statement—
it was reported in the “ Daily News”
—and it was supposed to have been
made at the Dalada Maligawa. So 1
presumed—if the report was correct
—that it was a solemn declaration
made by the Hon. Prime Minister at
the place most sacred to Buddhists.

Under the circumstances it does not
need much political intelligence to
realize that the Government has
shown a grave sense of irresponsi-
bility. When this Hon. Minister is
unable to cope with the duties of his
own Ministry, if the Government
allowed him to grab an additional
portfolio, the Government has shown
itself to be irresponsible and is not
worthy of the confidence that the
people have placed on it. On the
other hand, if the Government has
thrust this additional portfolio on
him, it is equally guilty of utter
irresponsibility. Therefore, in
whatever manner we may try to
view the situation, the fact remains
that the Government has displayed
grave irresponsibility and have not
risen to the expectations of the
people who placed them in power.

The hon. Member who preceded
me spoke about the need for good-
will, communal harmony and the
unity of the various communities. I
must, at the outset, make reference
to two glaring examples .of  com-
munal disharmony, thecdisharmony
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between the majority Sinhalese
community led by the Government
party and the minority community.
This has resulted in grave
inefficiency, loss of opportunity and
utter disregard for the need to make
use of the resources available to
increase food production and to
reduce the import of food from
abroad. I refer to the Malwatu-oya
Project. Next to the Mahaveli-
ganga, the Malwatu-oya is the longest
river in Ceylon.

This project was considered to be
the “top priority” project by the
Bandaranaike Government. As the
“top priority” project the first
country that offered technical assist-
ance and assistance in the form of
materials, heavy machinery, etc.,
needed for this scheme was the
Soviet Union. In order to prevent
floods and produce food and hydro-
electric power, the Bandaranaike
Government gave top priority to the
Malwatu-oya Scheme. In 1960 the
full report on the scheme was
prepared by the engineers of the
Ceylon Irrigation Department who
spent some time in Moscow gaining
experience with the Soviet irrigation
specialists, and by the latter who
visited the site and surveyed the
whole area for several months. The
revort therefore represented the joint
efforts of our Ceylon engineers and
the Soviet experts. They drew up
the final plans. I am informed that
they even made the machinery
required for this project in the Soviet
Union. having specially designed it
for use in the tropics, because part
of the agreement was for the Soviet
Union to supply the necessary heavy
machinery for building the dam as
well as for the construction work.
The Ceylonese engineers were Very
enthusiastic about the project.

When the report was finally
presented, however, the Minister
was too busy even to receive it on
behalf of the Government from the
Soviet experts who came down here
specially to present it. I mention this
because, in contrast, not only did the
Minister personally receive the report
on the Mahaweli project but he also
gave it a great deal of publicity in
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the country. Incidentally, the Direc-
tor of Irrigation said that the Maha-
weli project would usher in an era of
prosperity in Ceylon, and even went
so far as to compare it with the High
Aswan Dam in Egypt! I shall come
to the Mahaweli project a little later.

Why has the Malwatu-oya project
been shelved in this way? Hon.
Members must have noticed that the
Federal Party, which normally should
be interested in this project, has not
campaigned for it at any time. I
asked several members of that party
and other public men in the North
why they are not demanding the
implementation of the Malwatu-oya
project. Some of them were quite
frank in their answer. They said that,
knowing as they did the present
policy of the Government which was
to suppress the Tamils and to deny
them their rights, any encourage-
ment of this scheme by them might
result in their ancestral lands on the
borderland of the Sinhalese and
Tamil areas being taken away from
them, and in consequence they
might incur the justifiable hatred of
their own people.

I asked some Sinhalese politicians
too why they were indifferent to the
Malwatu-oya project. Their reply
was: “If we undertake this scheme
and allow any water to flow into the
Tamil areas, how are we to face the
next election ?” In other words, they
depend on racialism, communalism,
and religious and language fanaticism
to win elections and remain in power.
How insincere most of them are is
seen from the simple fact that they,
always in private and sometimes in
public, speak mostly in English and
not in Sinhala. Their desire to cham.
pion Sinhala over Tamil does not
- spring from their concern to have
Sinhala established as the official lan-
guage, but from a desire to use the
language question as an instrument to
win elections, exploiting communal
hatreds.

So the Malwatu-oya project has been
-completely shelved. This is a project
with a capacity to irrigate 48,000 acres
of land for two crops. It could, com.
pletely eliminate floods right upo te
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Puttalam and produce hydro-electric
power for the towns nearest the dam
as well as for the people who could
be settled on the areas opened up by
the scheme. Indeed, the Soviet ex-
perts have categorically stated that,
of all the schemes that are now under
investigation in South-east Asia, this
is the cheapest and the most econo-
mical. It will be possible to cultivate
land that can never be -cultivated
otherwise ; only land that can never
be cultivated is going to be inundated
as no irrigation is possible for this
land that is going to be inundated. So
you are inundating an area which is
uncultivable and you are developing
an area of 48,000 acres which cannot °
be cultivated otherwise, not even by
diverting the much boosted Mahaweli
river to the North. This is a good
warning of what will be the result of
this racialism and the communal pro-
paganda that is being made use of not
only by the Government party but
even by the United National Party.—
[Interruption.] 1 place- the blame
fully on the ruling party and at least
we can have the satisfaction that the
U. N. P. has been defeated for its
policy of racialism. The ruling party
on the basis of communal reasons are
prepared to completely reject the
scheme which they wanted and for
which they have spent Rs. 1 million
on drawing up the specifications and
designs. This would have given us at
least 20,000 tons of rice which would
have saved us a good part of the
foreign exchange needed for the
import of rice.

Another scheme which I would like
to mention though it does not come
within this department though it is
also connected with food is the Ham-
bantota Salt Scheme. A blank cheque
was given to Tisseveerasinghe to rob
Rs. 4 million, to carry out the most
outrageous acts of fraud by collecting
together some gangsters in the
country because he gave the assur-
ance ; “We will not spend money in
the area of the Tamils : Elephant Pass
salterns will not be necessary. We
will produce salt for local consump-
tion and for export and not even at
Hambantota but at Bundala where
there'ds no Malay population even’,
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He pandered to the communal
feelings of the Sinhala Cabinet of
the Government which is riddled

with communalism and this man was
able to carry on with his fraud until
time after time the Auditor-General
made reference to the fact that no
action was being taken on his
reports.

Finally, having made reference to
this matter on the Floor of the House
several times, I had to get a special
Motion passed in this House to get
. things moving ; and even now three
months after the Report was pres-
ented to the Governor-General that
Report which should have been placed
before this House has not been re-
ceived and we do not even have the
benefit of that Report while discussing
this Vote. The Hon. Minister of In-
dustries is not here but I hope the
Hon. Leader of the House will see to
it that we are presented with copies
of this Report before the Votes of the

Ministry of Industries are dis-
cussed. I understand that this
Report is now with the Hon.

Minister of Industries and I demand
that we be given copies of this Report.
This shows how damage can be done
when officials know that they need
only to scratch the surface in order
to pander to the communal feelings
of the people in power. On the other
hand, a genuine scheme is there and
the Tamils of Jaffna are crying out for
land for cultivation. The whole
country needs more food but the Mal-
watu-oya Scheme has 1o be com-
pletely sabotaged.

The entire policy of agricuture,
fsheries and electricity is completely
dominated by reactionaries, by ineffi-
cient officials, by opportunists whose
main interests are not the serving of
the departments which they have
undertaken to serve. They are
mostly men with broad acres, large
fortunes either inherited from their
wives or inherited from their parents
to whom these offices are only a
source of social prestige. At every
turn these people would not allow
genuine reports published by various
experts to be examinededbyodhe
Ministers. I do not corncede that as
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a defence or excuse for the Ministers.
They should not allow themselves
to be led by the nose by their heads
of departments; they are responsible
to the country and they must share
the responsibility. But I am only
mentioning this fact because the
other day when the Planning Council
was being discussed 1 referred to this
report and the Hon. Minister made
o certain statement. 1 accept his
statement as one made to the best of
his knowledge. This particular
report did not exist according to him.

I want to make reference to this
report again today, because it refers
to the whole question of food produc-
tion, electricity, flood protection and
irrigation ; because it also makes a
strong recommendation for the estab-
lishment of a Water Resources Board
in order to tackle the problems of
food production, flood protection,
irrigation and power-

The other day I stated to the Hon.
Minister that in the report itself is
embodied the fact that it was presen-
ted to the Planning Council.

ad 8. 8. ¢ BC M
(Ozorras 2. 9. 1 Seveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It has not come to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Land after 1960.

ceDemdBe . J. 5] OFE L)
(Qu_rdi_i GTen. - & rioFman)

(Dr. S.A. Wickremasinghe)

Did you make inquiries after I

made reference to it on the Floor of
the House?

ad 8. 8. ¢ BED

(OsarTer 2. 9. g fear)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Yes, I did. In fact, I asked the
Permanent Secretary to get the
report from the Planning Council or
the Treasury or the UN.T.A.A. 1
have not received a copy yet. Will
you kindly lend your copy to me ?

coDcnnBw d. . B
(QL_ré&L_j eTon. - o) & i@ Ean )
(P Sk Wickremasinghe)

The name of the report is “ Power
Deyelopment Programme for
Ceylon” by Pfeifer.
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I must cite a precedent. It is true
that this report was not presented to
the U.N.T.A.A or that it was directed
to the Ceylon Government through
the UN.T.A.A. But here is another
Report, “Studies in the Import Struc-
ture of Ceylon” by Peter Newman,
U.N.T.A.A. Consultant to the Plan-
ning Secretariat. This report is
similar tfo the Pfeifer Report. Mr.
Pfeifer was also a U.N.T.A.A. Consul-
tant who was invited to Ceylon by
the Ceylon Government. Mr.
Newman’s report too was published
and printed in October 1958 by the
Planning Secretariat at the Govern-
ment Press; it was not sent to the
Ceylon Government through the
UN.T.A.A. Similarly, Mr. Pfeifer
issued a report and he presented it
to the Ceylon Government and did
not present it through the UN.T.A A.

This sort of corruption that exists
in Government departments must be
brought to book. Somebody must be
responsible for it and he must be
found fault with. The gravity of the
charge that I make will be seen when
I read the comments at page 12 of
this report.

o 8 8. ¢ 8D

(Qzorrey &. (F. 19 fvaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

What I said was that this report

has not been received by the
Planning Counecil.

cedennde W, . 39O
(Qur&L i erow. ar. dildrin@man)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

- I trust you. I accept that state-
ment.

Mr. Pfeifer states in his Report :

Part of such rehabilitation programme
must be to remove existing rivalries
between Ministries and departments.

as 8 8. ¢ 8D

(Qzerrey F. (5. 19. Heveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

What is the date of the report ?
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coDemnBw . J. B9V
(Qi_r&L_ i eraw. . cH&Tfman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)
July, 1958.

He deals with the rivalries between |
the different Ministries and depart- ||
ments and says it is only after these ||
rivalries are settled that there can be ||
co-operation and co-ordination bet- ||
ween the Irrigation Department, the |
Flood Protection Department—there
is no such department—the Agricul- |
tural Department and the Electrical
Department in order to obtain the |

greatest benefits. He says that |
unless there is co-operation, the |
available resources cannot be |

satisfactorily developed.

Then he says:

Onuly then will it be possible to lead the
competition for the remaining water
resources into co-operation to obtain the |
greatest benefits for all the people. |

He says, further down in the
report, having made a survey all over |
the Island :

The resulting estimate of the total
hydro-power potential of the country is in
the order of 1,400 MW, which is considered
to be the economical total installation of
equipment capacity corresponding to a
calculated energy generation capacity in
an average water year of about 6,000
million kwh. This estimate is considerably
higher than others previously published.

That is very significant. The
International Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and the American experts who
have been here earlier have found
that there is not much electricity
potential in Ceylon. For the first
time we get an expert who is a Nor-
wegian sent by the United Nations
Assistance Association. He wvisits
every region, according to this report,
and gives an itinerary of the places
visited. He has visited personally
the entire source of the river basin.

The next point which will be of
interest is the following observation
in his report :

While a power development program
was_discussed in a sub-committee of the
National Planning Council between March
and June, 1957, the writer at one time
indeed proposed to postpone the Seven
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Virgins project-and give higher priority
either to Victoria Falls...or Broadlands
..,because ' the wunderground Seven
Virgins project - would require more
extensive field investigations and a longer
construction period than those more
conventional schemes. However, both do
involve conflicts between power, irriga-
tion, flood control and other interests,
which would no doubt take more time to
straighten out than field investigations and
design for the straightforward Seven
Virgins project. It will be shown below
to what extent the lack of co-ordinated
planaing of water resources development
is causing delays, controversies and waste.

He was present at the discussion of
the Planning Council itself, and when
he found this rivalry and lack of co-
ordination, he changed his views re-
garding the most important scheme
in order to accommodate the rivalry
and the lack of co-operation amongst
-the officers of the various personnel
in the committee even to act accord-
ing to the available material. What
is the fun of having the best plan if
the men are fighting with each other
like mad dogs ?

He went on to say :

Bearing in mind the guiding principles
of hydro-power planning as explained in
5.12, it is recommended that next highest
priority No. 3 be given to the Randenigala
multi-purpose project on the Mahaweli-
ganga, just upstream of Minipe anicut.
This recommendation is made because
Randenigala is probably the most bene-
ficial and least controversial of all
multi-purpose projects in the country,
assuring a regulated supply of water for
the irrigation of some 200,000 acres of new
land. Randenigala is a fairly conven-
tional project involving a large dam with
a powerhouse at its toe and facilities for
diversion of irrigation water as well as
flood control.

Then he mentions the Ratnapura
‘project :

Therefore, a project will be required as
soon as possible which will allow the
balancing of this energy potential in
order to avoid the necessity for large
back-up stream power capacity. Priority

No. 4 has consequently been assigned to
- the Ratnapura power, flood control and
water supply project on the Kalu-ganga.

This was the river along the bank
of which the Soviet experts were not
even given the privilege of travelling
by car for an initial survey.
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As a matter of fact, execution of the
Ratnapura project would be desirable
much earlier for instance simultaneously
with the Seven Virgins project which
could then be designed for discharging
into the Ratnapura balancing reservoir—

It is further recommended that the
Victoria Falls power project on the
Mahaweli-ganga, just upstream of Ran-
denigala, should be built following the
Ratnapura Project, because it will not only
add a large amount of energy potential to
the system at low cost but also improve
the control of floods in the Mahaweli,
operating conditions and economics of the
Randenigala project.

This is one of the main determin-
ing reasons for the suppression of
this report.

He refers to the Mahaweli Diver-
sion Project started by the Americans
as the new Diversion Project, which
was initiated by the Minister himself.

The new diversion project, consequently,
would reduce to practically nothing the
great hydro-power potential of the
Victoria Falls-Randenigala cascase, which
is estimated at about 1,640 million kwh or
more than one quarter of the total avail-
able in the Island.

He says the diversion project from
Peradeniya would reduce to nothing
a quarter of the total hydro-power
potential of Ceylon.

I am quoting, Sir, from various
points, so that the public should know
what the activities of this Ministry
are. He is a man who has the confi-
dence in all kinds of people, and

probably that is why he has made this
statement.

It is fortunate that a team of
experienced water resources development
planners is to be lent to the Government
by the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation for a
comprehensive survey of the Mahaweli
basin during several years. It is to be
hoped that this team will not let itself
be influenced by narrow considerations of
power politics and prestige

Final decisions should in any event be
made only by an unbiased Government
authority such as the Water Resources
Board whose members must be qualified
to review the recommendations made by
the American team.

Then he has something to say about
the costiof electricity.
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_ There exists hydro-electric power plants
in Canada and Norway which produce
energy so cheaply that it can be sold at
half a cent of a rupee per kilowatt hour
to large consumers——

Constructions are under way or being
planned in Africa, China and the Asiatic
part of the Soviet Union which when
cornpleted will produce at similar costs.
Even a country less richly endowed with
water power, India, will be in a position
soon to supply fertilizer factories with
energy at less than Rs. 0.02 per Kwh.

The Electrical Department chief
says, it is nonsense to speak about
advanced countries which are able to
produce electricity at cheap rates
here. It seems impossible for us to
produce large scale power plants.

Although the basic wages for office staff
*and workers are far lower here than in
most European countries, construction
costs for rock excavation, concrete placing
and other work requiring a great deal of
manual labour are higher.

Thus we have the lowest wage
rates, and we have highest cost rates.

A study of administration statistics
clearly indicates that reforms are required
in the organization of the Electrical
Department. An average expense of
Rs. 0.13 per kwh. or almost 11 per cent.
of the total cost of energy is excessive
considering the small system and the
lower level of salaries.

The existing organization however, has,
on its permanent pay roll 3,300 men of
which about 80 management and engi-
neering staff and over 600 clerks or other
office workers.

g. . 345

Then he makes various comments
as to why cost of production has gone
up. He says that there is unnecessary
staff even at Laksapana project.

I went to see much bigger projects
in Czechoslovakia, which is not
incomparable with Ceylon projects.
The country is not much bigger than
Ceylon. It has only two men at the
site, and the hydro-electric plant is
operated by remote control, from the
city itself. If we have proper assis-
tance from socialist countries, we too
could adopt these modern methods.
Everything is automatically regis-
iered. If anything goes wrong thev
send the technical staff to deal with
the matter.

1962 el @8 10

2634
— 250l e8end

The necessity for expensive steam back-
up capacity can be limited to about 100
MW or 10.5 per cent, of the total at the
end of the 25 year period and the average
cost of energy generation can be reduced
from more than Rs. 0.07 at present to less
than Rs. 0.036 per kwh.

Here is also another assertion that
he makes which has disturbed our
electrical engineers and the direct
agents who are operating with the
Electrical Department and the foreign
vested interests. Pfeifer says that
the steam back-up capacity need be
only 10 per cent. The Report of the
International Bank of Reconstruction
says the steam back-up capacity must
be at least 30 per cent. We must have
thermal plants with imported fuel for
30 per cent. of our needs in order to
overcome failure due to drought and
lack of water in the hydro-electric
plant. Pfeifer says the maximum
that you need is only 10 per cent.,
which means an enormous cut in the
amount of imported fuel and thermal
plant and producing electricity at a
very cheap rate where we can develop
our industries which will be able to
compete with other countries.

It is shown that the average price per
unit can be reduced by almost one half,
from more than Rs. 0.15 at present to
Rs. 0.08 by 1979.

Then he discusses about the Water
Resources Board, over which I am not
going to take the time of the House.

That is the Report by Pfeifer which
the Minister has not read, this Council
has not read, this Parliament has not
yvet had the opportunity of having.

cs\él &, &. < ﬁ@paa
(Cserra; &. 1F. 1y Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

When the Electrical Department
was transferred in 1960, about Octo-
ber, to the Ministry of Agriculture
and Land, with the files of the
department there was no copy of the
Pfeifer Report and we have not been
able to get at it.

eeDemhin . F. SHOBoe
(QLrdi i sTaw. er. A& rioPmam)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am also saying that. You are
repeating what I am saying.
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The Minister has not seen this
document, the Government party
obviously has not seen the document,
I presume the Cabinet has not seen
this document, and I presume the
Prime Minister has not seen this
document. This gentleman was in-
vited to Ceylon and he was partici-
pating in the Planning Council,
according to his own Report. I have
got the Report. This was stolen
from the head of a department. I
cannot disclose the source.

@aé @3B0
(QzerTa: g{;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁuﬁ- u@@awr)
(An hon, Member)
Shame !

ceDemdnBe 9K, J. IDVE»

(Qu_r&L_ii eTew. &- & @A mien )

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I know some of you consider it a
shame. You are the thieves who
have to be exposed for open robbery.

Now we have the much publicized
Mahaweli Diversion Scheme which
the Minister has boosted so much. I
do not want to take the time of the
House by reading extracts. This
Report does mention that the entire
basin of the Mahaweli-ganga should
be investigated at a future date and a
report produced, but then they say
theirs is a committed programme. The

inister wants diversion from Pera-
deniya to Anuradhapura. That is not
suuject to the findings of the
survey of the entire river basin.
This is a committed programme. The
Mahaweli-ganga diversion project is
mentioned as being a committed pro-
gramme of the Government and the
U. S. O. M. was obliged to draw up
plans for this portion of development
irrespective of what it would be in
relation to the entire programme of
development of the Mahaweli-ganga
basin. It is obvious that if this
volume of water is to be diverted
from the Mahaweli-ganga at Pera-
deniya, the Randenigala~Victoria
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Falls project will have to be aban-
doned. Pfeifer says so—and it does
not need a Pfeifer to say it. Anybody
knowing the Mahaweli-ganga can say
it. You do not need to be a Kandyan
to know it. We have often visited the
Kandyan areas and seen the Maha-
weli-ganga. 400,000 kilowatts of
power cannot be generated. You may
generate about 10,000 kilowatts, as in
Gal Oya, but at what an enormous
cost! Also, this will completely
prevent the development of the lower
basin from Randenigala up to Trinco-
malee harbour on either side. Suppose
we consider the diversion as
necessary and not uneconomical, what
is the first stage in the development
of the Mahaweli-ganga ?

At Randenigala there 1is an
excellent site where the inundated
areas are not developed areas. The
moment you develop Randenigala you
have 200,000 kilowatts of hydro-
electricity immediately in one project.
The entire lower basin from Randeni-
gala to the mouth of the river—a
distance of about 120 miles along the
river—will be protected from floods.

At another place the Hon. Minister
mentioned that he is going to develop
the lower basin of the Mahaweli-
ganga at Tammankaduwa for a big
livestock farm. How can you have a
livestock farm on the lower basin of
the Mahaweli-ganga unless you effec-
tively protect it from floods, unless
you have irrigation during the dry
season ?

What is more, one of the biggest
problems—none of these people have
considered it, but in my view it is one
of the fundamental problems that
should have been considered—is the
possibility of water transport from
Minipe to Trincomalee. We have one
of the best natural harbours in the
world, at least one of the best in Asia.
The possibilities of developing the
fishing industry and the import-
export trade through the Trincomalee
harbour are immense. We can deve-
lop this river from the Trincomalee
harbour up to about Minipe—a
distance of 100 miles—so that large
boatscould navigate it. The fact that
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large vessels did navigate this river
is proved by the existence of a village
called Dastota—the village of a thou-
sand boats—about forty miles from
the river mouth.

What is the diversion of this river
going to cost? Rs. 1,200 million !
You are not going to irrigate one acre
of land until you have spent about
Rs. 1,000 million. The expenditure
of Rs. 1,200 million is not for minor
channels and subsidiary water chan-
nels, but only for the major works in
connection with the weir at Pera-
deniya—the concrete-lined channel
that is going to extend for 124 miles,
tunnelling, various other devices to
get across streams, siphons, bridges
across the channel, in all about 300-
odd major concrete works. It will
take at least ten years after spending
the Rs. 1,000 million before you can
produce ten grains of rice, and such
an enormously expensive scheme is
now being pushed through. I find
that Mr. Shirley Amerasinghe has
gone to New York—probably to get
loans for this!

I would like to remind this House
of what the same Americans, the
same experts, said some time ago
when the U.N.P. wanted to find out
what can be done in Ceylon, This
is what the I.LB.R.D. said during the
U.N.P. days::

“The best course would seem to be the
unheroic one of accepting the fact that
floods will occur, abandoning any idea of
preventing them by reservoir construction.
...villages especially endangered should,
where possible, be re-allocated...”

RRE ed NN D,
({%}@ L ofl Grem@ss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

The Randenigala Scheme was not
there during my time——

©0demNdew dW. T. 3HO&.»

(QOLr&L i eraw. ar. HSrAman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am reading out what the
American experts said earlier in
respect of the same scheme. There
may be clever Americans; I°doy 'not
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deny. I am only trying to show the
House how these people, the same
engineers, are advising you now and
what their position has been in the
past. Then the same group of
experts, calling themselves the
World Bank Mission, says this in
page 227 of their report—

“If the main purpose is to avoid
importation of fuel, any industrialization
programmes will have to be delayed for a
good many years, if industrialization 1s
overriding, it will be necessary to cons-
truct new thermal plants and accept the
necessity for the continued import of fuel
for a further period...”

That is the advice they have been
following blindly. Not only has a
thermal plant been built now with
an output of 25,000 kilowatts in
Grandpass, but they have also placed
an order for another plant of 25,000
kilowatts capacity. Yes, the Govern-
ment Electrical Department is
following that policy now. The
World Bank Mission Report goes on
to say :

“ Ceylon is not provided with an excess
of potential water power and the flow of
its rivers is very irregular. It is there-
fora not possible to look to meeting all the
island’s power needs with hydro-electric
plants, Thermal plants will continue to
be necessary to supplement the output of
the hydro plants and assure a steady total
output of power at all times ;
economical utilization of hydro power
calls for stand-by thermal plants with an
installed capacity of 30 per cent. of the
maximum hydro installation.”

Yes, they calculate that 30 per cent.
of the total electricity output in this
country should be thermal. They
consider that thermal plants will be
necessary as stand by plants to meet
our needs. That means that we have
to set apart a considerable amount of
money to be invested on capital ex-
penditure on providing 30 per cent.
of our total requirements in the form
of thermal plants. This will in-
volve enormous, prohibitive costs,
which will make industrialization
almost impossible in Ceylon.

These pronouncements of World
Bank experts are accepted un-
critically by the Electrical Depart-
ment, the Irrigation Department, the
Agricultural Department, and held to
be'sound advice in the best interests
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of Ceylon! It is on the same prin-
ciple, based on a naive acceptance of
everything that the Americans say,
that the “Peace Corps” has been
invited to Ceylon, and its members
are now undergoing courses of
training on how to teach our Ceylon
students. The work in the Education
Department is being completely
suspended until the new recruits
have finished their training in better
teaching methods! A big course is
being arranged for them at a
special school ”.

I think I have given sufficient indi-
cation as to the reactionary and anti-
national policy which either the
Ministry or various Departments are
pursuing in this country.

Having mentioned to you the
futility of this diversion scheme
which will ruin the electric power
potential of this country by 25 per
cent., I would describe it by the
Sinhalese saying g@2@ =»dc &I
»emd dDem®. You break down
your food store in order to make a
lounge in which you can sit comfort-
ably. The Mahaveli-ganga Diversion
Scheme amounts to that. You want
a Rs. 1,200 million loan at 5 per cent.
in order to destroy the electric
potential of this river, in order to
prevent the development of the
water transport system of a river
which flows into the biggest natural
harbour in Ceylon, one of the best
in the world, by which you can have
a connection to the water highways
of the world. You are destroying all
this potential. You are destroying
the possibility of irrigating Bintenna
area and the left bank in Taman-
kaduwa.

It is true that as an afterthought
they mention the possibility of
irrigating 150,000 acres in the lower
basin. But take it from me that they
themselves give the warning that it
should not be considered that the
present Minipe and Allai schemes
could always draw water from the
diversion source because it will not
be sufficient for the needs of the
area which they are expected to
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irrigate by the diversion. So how
can you expect the development of
150,000 acres, when regarding the
existing Allai and Minipe schemes
they themselves give the warning
that they should not have the right
to draw water, when necessary, from
this scheme ? At present, without
the diversion, very often, Minipe and
Allai do not get sufficient water
during dry weather.

aé 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qasorrey &. (9. 19 Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is because of the narrowness
of the channel and not due to lack of
water. We have just widened the
channel. '

coDemNnde . J. T39O
(QLréL i erew. ar. eflGTFEa )
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

How do you get water during high
floods ?

o 8. 8. ¢ BED

(Qsararey &. 5. 19. Paveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

During the South-West Monsoon
the channel capacity is not sufficient
to give full cultivation to the entire
extent. We have altered that. The
channel has been widened now.

ccdenmnBen W, J. I9O&8»
(QLr&L_ erew. ar. f&rfman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

But I maintain that the diversion
of this volume of water to irrigate
ahout 600,000 acres for two crops will
make Mahaveli-ganga completely
useless in the entire lower basin for
development of hydro-electric power
and for the river as a channel for
water transport. That I maintain,
and I would earnestly request this
House to study the Pfeifer Report
and, at the same time, get more in-
formation regarding the comparative
advantages of the various methods.
We should at least wait till the full
survey report of the Mahaveli-ganga
is available before deciding on this
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committed programme of the Minis-
ter of Agriculture, Land, Irrigation
and Power.

In the Administration Report of
the Director of Irrigation he gives a
long essay on the benefits of the
Mahaveli-ganga diversion. He has
not probably seen the Pfeifer Report.
I wonder whether even if he has seen
it, he will be able to understand it.
I cannot believe that he has under-
stood the significance of that Report.
Otherwise, he will not make a state-
ment like this:

This is the largest favourable develop-
ment project ever prepared for Ceylon
and it may be said that it is to Ceylon
what Aswan Dam is to Egypt.

This officer does not know even the
history of the Aswan Dam. The
Aswan Dam was nearly ruined by the
Americans. The same World Bank
experts produced a scheme which
was prohibitive. The Soviet experts
produced a scheme at about one-
third the expenditure and which
could be completed in less than one-
third the time the Americans wanted.
Also, the Americans laid down condi-
tions which would have resulted in
the economic enslavement of Egypt
to American big business, and they
refused to give loans on any other
conditions. Finally the Soviet Gov-
ernment stepped in, and they had not
only to give the plans and the know-
how of the project but also economic
aid in order to develop the Aswan
Dam. So how can you compare the
American Mahaveli-ganga Diversion
Scheme with the Aswan Dam project
when the United Nations technical
expert himself has condemned our
scheme as most damaging to the
power potential of our country ?
Your Director may be a resplendent
mannequin who would be a credit to
any fashion parade in our de-
nationalized Ceylon society, but I do
not think he has any capacity to
advise us on irrigation methods if
this is a statement to which we can
put the responsibility on that officer.

I am dealing with certain aspects
of the implication which we will have
to face in case we take up large
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schemes of this nature with American
aid, an enormous loan which carries
about 5 to 6 per cent interest. Once
we accept the loan and start the work
we will have to continue with this
scheme for at least ten to fifteen
years before we can reap any bene-
fit. So we will be tied up to the
American policy regarding aid to
under-developed countries for the
next few years. In this connection
it will be necessary for us to remem-
ber the recent law passed in August,
1962, by the American Government
under the Foreign Aid Bill. You
will realize that this Foreign Aid Bill
is to be effective from the 1st of
January, 1962. And this law states
that the American President will
suspend any aid to any country
whose Government of governmental
agencies will nationalize properties
belonging to U. S. citizens, or any
corporation where the share of the
Americans is not less than 50 per
cent. Provision has also been made
in this Bill that if any country levies
discriminatory exactions or imposes
restrictive conditions on them and
which will not make rapid and rea-
sonable compensation within six
months, that all aid to such countries
wil be suspended. Under those
conditions they have the right to
suspend any aid given to us if we
decide to nationalize any big private
enterprise in this country which is
owned by the Americans or legislate
to protect our national industries.

As you are aware there was a press
report recently that the Ministry of
Industries had invited the attention
of private industrialists that a large
American finance company was pre-
pared to finance enterprises in Cey-
lon producing various consumer
goods. Government has, therefore,
openly invited foreign vested inter-
ests to come to Ceylon promising
legislation to protect their vested
interests.

The warning of the American
Government with regard to suspen-
sion of aid has also been served to
all Latin American countries. So if
America finds that what is resorted
to by the Hon. Minister of Commerce,
Trade, Food and Shipping with
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regard to the oil interests is repeated,
the ransom they will hold will be the
1,200 million-rupee project on which
you will find they have already spent
half, and which you will be compelled
to continue. This will mean that you
will be completely obstructed and
prevented from using any progressive
legislation with regard to the develop-
ment of nationalized industries in
order to promote a socialist economy
to which the Government 1is
committed—at least in words.

With regard to food production, we
are now again being entertained with
various exhortations, advice, and
slogans ; we are having a new food
drive. We had the same thing dur-
" ing the war period and when we read
recent news items with regard to the
food position of Ceylon, it looks as if
we are in the midst of the third
World War. It looks very much like
an emergency food drive. There is no
question of a scientific investigation
as to whether this sudden food drive
we are going to launch will waste
our existing undeveloped resources.
We have not considered whether this
food drive will result in increasing
food production or only in creating
opportunists who will bring food
from the market and produce it at the
various Government rallies and
tamashas as they did during the war
period.

Why is it that our food production
programme has failed so miserably ?
We produce only 50 per cent of our
staple food. Though an agricultural
country we are not self-sufficient in
food. There must be something
fundamentally wrong in our policy
with regard to food production. The
production of food in an emergency
situation will only exaggerate our
difficulties and faults. These are
matters which we have to seriously
consider before launching out on
an emergency food drive.

In most of the countries which I
had the good fortune to visit, the
method of bringing in new areas
under food cultivation is entirely
different from what we are doing in
Ceylon. In most countriescyoufind
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land that is completely uncultivable
being developed into cultivable land
with the aid of modern science. In
the Soviet Union, for instance, the
Steppes Region, and the Tundras
which were considered uncultivable
from time immemorial are now
under cultivation. It is the same
with the Karakum desert. With the
development of science and modern
machinery they have developed 90
million acres of land, including the
Karakum desert, and this land is now
available for cultivation.

In Ceylon, however, the Hon.
Minister and his department pride
themselves on the fact that jungles,
where there is valuable timber and
which make a valuable contribution
to the climatic condition of this
country, are completely devastated
and the land is now used for seasonal
crops. We do not think in terms of
increasing the yield or intensifying
the cultivation of the existing area
that has been opened up, nor have
we considered the question of deve-
loping some areas which are con-
sidered to be uncultivable. These
are matters which we have to
seriously consider if our agricultural
policy and programme is to serve the
needs of the country.

The Hon. Minister is now engaged
in opening up further highland areas.
He is devastating even the few
remaining forests in the wet zone for
the purpose of tea cultivation. It is
true that we also advocated this at the
beginning in order to prove that tea
cultivation and rubber -cultivation
can be successfully done on the basis
of co-operatives. We have proved
that now. The Hon. Minister recent-
ly opened a plantation in Derangala
and about 2,000 acres are now under
tea cultivation. Each cultivator now
cultivates two acres and he gets the
full produce. The whole thing is
planned and managed by a manager
under the directions of the Govern-
ment Agent. We have that example.

Then do you want to destroy the
rest of the forests in order to extend
this plan ? Is there no alternative?
Ivthink there is an alternative staring
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in our faces. Two years ago the
Hon. Minister invited all the
Government Agents—I do not know
whether it was the Hon. Minister
who did it or the Cabinet—to find
out the position of the landless un-
employed people and to give them
employment on cultivated lands. In
the Matara District there are 13,000
agricultural families who are land-
less. I am not speaking of the fish-
ing folk along the sea-coast.

IO MER3 o) O]
(cg/(fi:@ﬂwr&fw.-f')
(The Chairman)

- The hon. Member has taken about
an hour for his comments.

eeemanlw dW. J. HO&.»
(QurrdLii eron. ar. efl&r@man )
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I need another half an hour.

These 13,000 families are without
work. The rubber and tea estates in
the Morawak Korale alone can absorb
7,000 families. Their programmes
have been completely curtailed
because of a lack of man—power and
so they are not engaged in full pro-
duction. It has been established that
the present maximum yield of 750
pounds of made tea per acre in the
Morawak Korale can be stepped up to
4,000 pounds by vegetative cultivation.
This has been demonstrated on an
estate of a private landowner in that
korale. That indicates the labour-
absorbing potential in respect of tea
lands. But it is on the present maxi-
mum Yyield of 750 pounds that I said
7,000 families can be absorbed in
Morawak Korale. What is true of
Morawak Korale is true of the
Kalutara District, Sabaragamuwa
and other districts.

The existing plantations can absorb
a large portion of the landless unem-
ployed. But the private planter ope-
rates on the basis of maximum profit,
not maximum yield and employment.
That point is very well illustrated by
the case of the Uplands Tea Estates of
Ceylon Ltd. which was mentioned by
the hon. Member for Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) in
the Second Reading Debate. That
Company states in its lastmepontithat
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it is not interested, under present
conditions, in stepping up the yield
on its tea plantations because, if it
does, it will have to incur an expen-
diture amounting to Rs. 2,000 an acre
on building and equipping new fac-
tories to process the tea. It of course
admits the possibility of stepping up
the yield considerably by scientific
methods.

So we are in this position that while
13,000 families are starving in this
district, the tea estates are not mobi-
lizing the available man-power to in-
crease the yield because the rate of
profit does not justify it.

You claim to be marching towards
socialism. You speak of solving the
problem of unemployment. You will
not have many more forests to clear
for tea and rubber cultivation. It is
the same with regard to opening up
new land for paddy cultivation. But
actually what is happening is that the-
poorer the people the less you support
them ; the richer the people the
greater the facilities and opportuni-
ties provided for them to look after
their affairs. The wet zone is mainly
a capitalist economy based on tea,
rubber and coconut cultivation. It is
true that some capital is necesary to
open up land for tea, but tea culti-
vation is labour intensive ; you need
about one and a half workers for an
acre of tea or three workers for two
acres. But rice cultivation in the dry
zone is not labour intensive; one
family is expected to work five acres.
What is happening is that by your
present policy you are reproducing
poverty in the dry zone. You are
lowering the standards of living of
the villager because, when he goes to
the new area, he lives on a marginal
existence. And this whole question
of development of new areas is not
considered from a scientific point of
view, from the angle of solving the
social problem, from the angle of
sound economic development and
unless we completely re-orientate
the whole concept of development in
the undeveloped areas we will be
getting intfo a worse economic mess
rather than solving the problem of
foodiiand the budgetary deficits.
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I should like to deal with the Gov-
ernment’s attitude to scientific culti-
vation.We have research stations. One
research station is the Illuppalama
Dry Farm Research Station. This sta-
tion existed as early as 1902. Recently,
with the New Zealand donation of
some Rs. 9 million, this was revita-
lized and re-organized and now they
are carrying on extensive research. As
far as I know they have come to this
one major conclusion that near a tank-
bed where no proper drainage is pos-
sible, where there is water-logging
you must cultivate rice, in the inter-
mediate area where there is a certain
amount of drainage for a certain part
of the year you cultivate grass and
in the upper regions where there is
proper drainage you cultivate cereals.
That was known to our ancestors from
the time they became a civilized race
living on agriculture. Anyway we
will give them the benefit of having
re-discovered what was known to our
ancestors. But this very department
does not make use of this elementary
knowledge when they open up new
land.

There was a project for cotton cul-
tivation in Ridiyagama. When the
hon. Member for Avissawella (Mr.
D. P. R. Gunawardena) was the
Minister he produced an agricultural
plan in which there are many praise-
worthy and many laudable opinions
expressed and preliminary plans laid
down. The Department of Agricul-
ture decided to set apart nearly 9,000
acres for cotton cultivation; 1,200
acres for cotton, about 5,000 or

6,000 acres for grass for pasture
and another 1,200 acres for rota-
tion of the cotton plantation,

2,400 acres for cotton plantation
by rotation alternately. But the
research done at Illuppalama, whe-
ther the rest of the area should be
in grass, whether certain areas are
‘more suitable for rice cultivation,
whether certain areas are suitable for
other cultivation, all those questions
depending on the soil condition were
ignored. In the Dry Zone in
the Hambantota District the condi-
tions of rainfall and the dry zone con-
ditions are the same as in the Anura-
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dhapura District ; there are the tanks,
there are the tank-beds, there are the
areas round the tanks with water-
logging, there are the areas outside
where chena cultivation and cereal
cultivation is possible, but all the fin-
dings from this expensive investiga-
tion are not made use of apparently
when they are doing their own culti-
vation. So, what is the result ?

From 1957 to 1962 after pursuing
the big project to overcome
obstacles, what has been the
sum-total of it ? They want a pilot
project of 500 acres. From 9,000 acres
they have come down to 500 acres.
The Soviet experts were asked for a
ginning plant with a capacity of 15,000
tons. Imagine, if they lacked the in-
sight to consider the whole question
when this request was made! They
would have been the laughing stock
of the whole world. You want to put
up a ginning plant without cotton. It
would have been like the sugar fac-
tories at Kantalai and Gal Oya—the
mills are there but no sugar cane.

Dr. Chandraratne who made the
report is now Professor of Agricul-
ture in the Faculty of Agriculture at
the Peradeniya University, having
failed miserably in carrying out the
agricultural policy of this country.
Can we imagine how he will be
turning out students in agriculture.

I ask the Hon. Minister to look at
the cotton project alone. The Soviet
experts were invited to Ceylon, they
inspected the sites and said that cotton
could be grown. The Soviet Union has
some of the best experience in cotton
cultivation. In fact, some of the
world’s largest cotton plantations are
in Uzbekhistan and the best cotton—
short staple and long staple cotton—
is grown there. But the Soviet ex-
perts were never asked for any assis-
tance with regard to the cultivation of
cotton here. They were only asked for
a ginning plant. Now our Govern-
ment wants to have a pilot project of
500 acres of cotton, and for ginning
about 25 tons. This shows the ineffi-
ciency and corruption that exist in the
Government and the antipathy for aid
frem. the socialist countries.
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eeRemdndewn . J. IDV&»

(Qr&L i erev. ar. cfl&rwHma )

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Recently, it was anounced that the
Hon. Minister was giving out 50-acre
blocks in certain areas to the middle-
class for the purpose of development
—1I believe in the Northern Province,
some parts of the Southern Province
and probably also in the Uva and
Sabaragamuwa Provinces.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8@
(Qaerray &. (7. 19 Qeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
In the dry zone.

ooDennde . . IHVE»
(QréLi erov. ar. G TG Ean)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I would like to know on what
policy this scheme is based. Does the
Hon. Minister consider the middle-
class as very rich people who will
generously contribute to the welfare
of the country? Or, does he consider
a 50-acre block to be the maximum
economic unit for development in
the dry zone? Or else, what is the
principle which actuated him to
arrive at this unit and then to confine
it to the middle-class? That is one
aspect of the matter.

On the other hand, does the Hon.
Minister actually foresee that there
will be three classes stratified in
Ceylon for eternity with a richer
class at one end, a poorer class at the
other end, who will not be able to
contribute anything, and between
them a middle-class to whom should
be given 50-acre blocks ? To the
poorest class you give only two or
three acres. On what policy or
principle is this categorizing based

G Jad
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I would also like to remind the
Hon. Minister that, as a result of
parcelling out land in 50 acres and
handing them over to the middle
class—particularly in areas which
are cultivable now and which have
heavy forests where valuable timber
exists—the Government will be
responsible for destroying the forest
wealth of the country and subse-
quently denuding the forests. The
middle class may or may not take an
interest in the land which they have
acquired. Once the forest is exploited
and the timber disposed of, it may be
left with virgin land; when the forest
is cleared, the soil will be adversely
affected by the fact that there is no
cover and will have no attention paid
for soil conservation and scientific
cultivation.

The main question is that, when
you have forests with good valuable
timber which will take several
centuries for us to grow and mature,
the Government must have a very
scientific plan of what are the areas
that should not be opened at all but
developed for forests. The question
of removing timber from the forest
without destroying the forest is also
a scientific problem which has to be
carefully tackled. The forests need
as much nurture and cultivation as
tea and rubber plantations. That is
a matter on which I would like to
have some clarification from the Hon.
Minister.

With regard to the Forest Depart-
ment itself, when some hon. Members
remarked that some of the staff
officers have never visited the forests,
the Hon. Minister was rather indig-
nant and challenged that statement.

s 8. 8. ¢ BED

(Qsorrey &. (5. 19 Gveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I did not challenge the statement.
I said that I know that this particular

officer goes to the jungle and spends
a fair amount of time there.

ccDemndw €. J. 3O&Bo
(OréLi erov. a. dlérwaman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I would only request the Hon.
Minister to get an expert on physical
-itness and take these stail officers to
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Galle Face Green. It is not necessary
to make them climb hills and pene-
trate jungles. Make them walk along
Galle Face Green and see how many
of them are physically fit at the end
of it. They are suffering from a
disease due to physical atrophy—I do
not know whether it is mental
atrophy—by sitting in comfortable
offices. The tradition has been
created for most of these technical
officers to remain quill-driving in
their offices. This applies not only to
the Forest Department but to many
other departments, like the Agricul-
tural Department, Irrigation Depart-
ment and Industries Department.
You find this same disease of atrophy
due to disuse operating very widely
in various departments.

I know it for a certainty that in
most places the technical officers who
go out do not get down from their
cars. The forest overseers, forest
guards and forest rangers are the
people who go to the jungle. Most of
the work is done through contractors ;
and they select a few favourite
contractors. I am informed that some
of these contractors were caught
bribing, but no action was taken by
the officers. These officers like a
comfortable job, and very often the
villagers have to be paid for some
work that they had done but
the staff officers neglect their duties.
For the convenience of remaining in
the towns in which they are stationed,
they hand over the money to their
forest rangers to pay the forest
guards and labourers. There is often
extortion and corruption taking place.

Take Colombo, for instance. I
think that there are about a dozen
staff officers in Colombo. I do not
know whether there are wild animals
in Colombo to be looked after. There
may be wild animals in the Zoo, but
why should these officers be in Col-
ombo, when they should be in the
areas where the forests are ? That is
where they should be stationed.

It is not actually a reflection on
those officers. Civil Servants are
placed as heads of technical depart-
ments when there are the technically
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trained who should be appointed to
those posts. Some Civil Servants may
be clever, but they are not geniuses.
They may be appointed to assist the
head of department, or to formulate
or direct policy, but a technical officer
should be appointed to head a techni-
cal department. This is not peculiar
to the Forest Department. It is so in
the Agricultural Department. A
horticulturist, a botanist or a zoologist
would be appointed when there are
people with specialist qualifications
who are eminently suited for the
posts.

Two Germans were recently .
invited to Ceylon, both experts in
agriculture. They handled the soil,
and they worked in the field. Their
manual capacity and their mental
capacity are put to the best advan-
tage. But the officers of the depart-
ments under the Ministry of
Agriculture, Land, Irrigation and
Power prefer to spend their time in
dance halls and beer clubs. To them,
their social life and the circles in
which they move is everything. They
are not concerned about their
salary, but about the positions they
hold. To them, their jobs are only
avenues for creating direct contact
between vested interests abroad and
local interests, like Car Mart and
other firms, which have a monopoly
in various chemicals. These firms
find it financially advantageous
to have such officers, These things
should be probed into. :

We import hundred million tons of
fish, several million tons of vege-
tables, and even vegetables seeds
for distribution among cultivators.
These are matters which should make
you hide your faces with shame.

Take the Forest Department. You
opened up thousands of acres at
Kataragama. It was a contractors’
paradise. You may have found more
supporters for your party, but at
what cost?

You opened a thousand acres in
the dry zone. The soil is completely
wasted after the rains. If you go to
plant next year
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o & 8. ¢ B
(Qsorres &. (S, 9. Qévaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

They will be planted with the
north-east monsoon rains this year.
That is the only way you can plant.

¢ on. 4.45
eeDemnée . J. Sn@&oen

(QréLi eren. ar. fléri@man)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

What was the need to give outright
a thousand acres in Kataragama
- where there is nadun—

o& 8. 8. & BAD
(Qzorra &. F. 1y Govaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

This area was considered to be
derelict forest. It was poor jungle,
and it was specifically selected for
that.

eedemendw . IJ. 3@
(Qrréi erow. ar. flsr&man)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I agree that was the report you
got. A few interested Forest Guards
and Forest Rangers may have
reperted. None of your staff officers
did go and inspect the jungle. They
got a report. They say this area has
no valuable timber. If you make a
proper investigation you will find
that it is wrong. We know the
amount of timber that was sold from
these clearings. We got this infor-
mation at Matara, information to
which the Ministers were blind and
the Government was blind. What
was happening at the Salt project at
Hambantota? They were completely
ignorant of the corruption. In the
Kataragama planting project the
corruption is the same.

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8E&s
(Qsorras &. 1F. 19 Bevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
It is in Tanamalwila.

o
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eocmende . J. 9@&.»
(Qréi erov. a. flsri&mman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

It is the adjoining district. What
are they doing ? They destroy all the
indigenous trees which we know are
acclimatized and can grow in Ceylon
and import exotic species; they clear
the exsiting valuable timber to plant
teak. Have you investigated
whether that is the best form of
timber for us to cultivate? Teak is
not an indigenous tree to Ceylon.

o &8 8. ¢ B
(Qzarres &. (§. 9. Sovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

They have been planting teak in
Ceylon for about a century or so and
one’s experience is that an acre of
land planted in teak contains as much
timber as 40 acres of ordinary forest.
That is the report I have seen
prepared by several people over
many years.

é@aqmaa&a 2. J. 3O&oa
(CLr&Lir erow. ar. ellGri&Aman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I agree mookalanas have never
been planted; they have grown, and
you have indigenous species. In the
Southern Province you have vamen-
dara, tawwenna, ubberiya, mee and
various other timbers which are indi-
genous to this country, which grow
better. The girth of the trees is much
larger. The teak that is grown in
Ceylon for the last 100 years is one-
third the size of the teak that is
grown in Burma and the quality is
poor and it takes three to four
decades more to mature. That is an
accepted fact which the experts can-
not deny. You denude the forests.
You have not investigated to see
whether there is sapu, milla, nadun,
burutha in these forests which have
been cleared. It is the same in the
Northern Province and the N. C. P.
where you plant teak by removing all
the indigenous species. Why do you
not use ubberiya? Why do you not
use mee which grows very rapidly
and has a girth of 10 to 12 feet which
is very good for timber. It is not of
high,quality as teak but what Ceylon
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needs is timber that grows quickly
and timber that can be treated.
There are various chemicals that can
be used to make timber more durable
than in the past. You need men who
are technically trained in the job to
formulate and direct a policy. It is
no reflection on the officers you have
now, Civil Servants. They are
asked to do a job. Your policy is
wrong.

When I referred to the Fisheries
Department I was not making
reference to the officer who is now
the Director of Fisheries. The
experience of one man, a Civil Ser-
vant who had 8 to 9 years experience,
is completely rejected and you put
another man to start from the begin-
ning, to make mistakes and to learn.
By the time he gets some experience,
our whole industry will be ruined and
foreigners will be surrounding our
seas and would be exploiting all our
valuable fishing potential around
Ceylon waters.

I would earnestly request the Hon.
Minister to consider not only the
question of using indigenous varieties
for afforestation but to study the
whole problem of afforestation, re-
afforestation and preservation of
existing forests in a scientific manner.
Recently, I think it was decided to
undertake the exploitation of Sinha-
raja adaviya. It is true that Sinha-
raja adaviya may have a proportion
of trees which could be felled and re-
moved for timber. But what is the
method you will adopt ? You will
open up a road. You will give the
contract to a few sharks, who will
completely denude the forest. You
have not even thought of investigat-
ing how it will affect the area, how
much soil will be eroded by the re-
moval of these trees from the forest
to the nearest spot suitable for trans-
port, how you can avoid damage to
the soil, how to reafforest the area,
what the effect will be on paddy and
other cultivable lands at the bottom
of the valley. None of these questions
has been considered.

The head of the department is a
Civil Servant, to whom the job is a
means of gaining social prestige,

BERD,
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mainly because his income depends
on his acquired wealth. That is
natural. You cannot expect anything
more. If there is a technical officer
who has been trained in this work
and who has to depend on it for his
financial and professional security, it
will be much better. This is the
reason why in Ceylon today there are
only four million acres cultivated and
12 million acres in jungle, but there
is a scarcity of timber, and we have
to import timber. The men who have
been technically trained are in
Colombo. What do they do? They
sell firewood to the public!

The question was raised about the
sale of timber. I do not think any
other country in the world uses some
of the methods that have been
adopted here. For instance, here in
Ceylon all nadun timber is classified
in one grade. There is no distinction
made between the good timber and
the timber of poorer quality. The
value of the timber does not depend
on the species alone. It depends on
the quality of the log. Some logs are
very good, others very bad. Some
logs produce more timber than other
logs. This whole system has given
rise to a great deal of racketeering.
The chosen few are able to get the
best logs, while the rotten logs go to
the less favoured people but af.the
same price.

Once the forests are exploited, the
sale of the timber is done most un-
scientifically and uneconomically and
in a way which no commercial enter-
prise will think of resorting to.

I think in Ceylon we have devoted
about three million acres to forestry:
but the majority of the staff officers
are stationed in Colombo. If these
areas are to be developed properly
you may need more staff. But what
is the use of more staff if they are to
be kept in Colombo ? Most of them
will be in Colombo while the others
will be in centres such as Galle,
Jaffna and Batticaloa, and they will
go for inspections only along the
tarred road.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2657
Suddm emPPury wenwm, 1962-63

Has the Government given its mind
to the fact that there are several
varieties of quick growing timber
that we can make use of, such as
ginisappu, lunumidella, albizzia ete.
These quick growing timber have
various kinds of wuses which
can be exploited. As the hon. Leader
of the Opposition points out, soft
wood can be hardened. With the new
chemicals that are now available such
wood can be protected from attacks
by insects. But the trouble is that
there is no proper plan or programme
whereby these quick growing timber
can be grown and utilized in the best
interests of the country. It is very
essential that we have a proper scien-
tific programme if we are to become
self-sufficient in our timber needs.

Take our plywood factory. About
five years ago I was able to obtain
plywood doors for a small extension
that I had to make to my old house.
But last year they refused to give
supplies of such material. They said
that they had been instructed not to
do so because they cannot cope with
the orders for the construction of
chests and various other commercial
articles. They are unable to provide
any plywood for other purposes, for
decorative purposes, and so on. Some
of the nadun and burutha plywood
they have produced is of excellent
quality. Why should we go on im-
porting some of these artificial boards
which are not so decorative and not
of such a good quality ? In the case
of plywood made with burutha, there
- is a shortage of supplies because there
is no proper supply of raw material to
the factory.

Another fact the Ministry has
failed to realize is this. About six to
seven tons of waste wood is being
burnt at the Gintota Plywood Fac-
tory. They burn it because they say
it is a nuisance. They  have
never heard, these experts in the de-
partment, that a hardboard factory, if
sited near the plywood factory, could
make very profitable use of the waste
wood that is now being burnt. The
waste wood will make good raw
material for a hardboard factory. ¥ou
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have been careering all over the
country to try and site a hardboard
factory, while the waste wood at the
Gintota Plywood Factory is just
being burnt and sent up in smoke!
The best raw material for feeding a
hardboard factory is being burnt
every day at the plywood factory. We
have been clamouring for an exten-
sion of the plywood factory to take
in a hardboard plant. A simple re-
organization on those lines will en-
able us to produce good quality
hardboard at minimum cost. You can
have a hardboard factory at minimum
cost to the country, but nothing is
done! The final processing is the
same, both for plywood and hard-
board. A co-ordination of these two
factories is all that is necessary to
produce all the hardboard we need.
But with the super-efficient Civil
Servant that you have at the head of
your administration:

ws 8 8. ¢ 8
(Qserras &. (F, 19 Svaurr )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The plywood factory does not come
under this. He is only for the forests.

&. ®%. b
eedemnden . J. Sn@ow

(G eron. ar. ofldr@ran)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

There, that is the whole trouble
with the running of industries in our
country ! These officers in different
departments are not working in
different countries. They are all
working for the benefit of this
country. Are they not nationals of
this country interested in the welfare
and development of this country ?
The Minister says that the Conser-
vator of Forests is looking after
the forests. Is he not failing in his
duty if he does not give sensible ad-
vice as to where a hardboard factory
can be most economically sited ? Do
we not expect sensible, responsible,
officers of the country to proffer such
advice? I am not singling out any
single individual. But this is the
affliction that is bringing this country
tortherpoint of complete bankruptcy.
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This is the mentality that the Hon.
Minister is encouraging among offi-
cers in his departments. He says that
he has nothing to do with the ply-
wood factory, that it is not his
problem to advise as to how the waste
wood at the plywood factory could be
used for a hardboard factory. Is this
how we should set about exploiting
our forest resources ? If there are
such officers in the Forest Depart-
ment can we hope to be self-sufficient
in our timber needs ? Can we make
any headway if raw materials that
can be advantageously used are just
burnt up as waste matter ? Your
business is not merely to say, “I
supply the raw material. I have
nothing more to do. I have my
dancing engagement. I have my
beer-drinking party engagement. I
cannot be bothered about other
matters regarding hardboard and
plywood factories.” You seem to be
encouraging this sort of mentality
among your own officials. I do not
think I would say very much more
about the Forest Department.

senm, 1962-63

We import about Rs. 100 million
worth of fish products into Ceylon
every year. This has been growing
steadily. But if you read the Reports
I do not want to weary the House
by quoting from the Reports—you
will find that none of the fundamen-
tal problems has been efficiently
tackled. What the Government has
succeeded in doing is to get an officer
as a scapegoat, put the whole blame
on him and avoid responsibility alto-
gether. The Ministry has absolved
ftself of the responsibility for this
whole thing, put the entire blame on
the Director of Fisheries and thinks
the matter has been settled because
the Director of Fisheries has been
transferred. His experience of 8 to 9
years has been lost. I would there-
fore suggest very seriously that the
Minister do appoint a committee or
commission immediately to inquire
into the working of some of his own

departments like the Fisheries,
Forest, Irrigation and Electrical
Departments, because the colossal

inefficiency, the colossal ~“¢orruption;,

Bewldm 0575 RBDC®

2660

— el end

colossal pressure and undue influence
brought by interested parties make
it quite patent that all your depart-
ments are functioning against the
national interest.

Take the Fisheries Department.
Tuna fish is now bought for 50 to 60
cents a pound when the world mar-
ket price is 25 to 30 cents. We pay
double the world market price. We
buy our tuna fish from the Japanese
or from Vincent Fernando or Ocean
Food and Trade Co., and another
company whose name I forget. But
have we ever seriously tried to
develop tuna fishing ourselves ? The
fact is that the Ministry has mno
policy and it puts the blame on a
scapegoat, the Director. He was not
given proper encouragement ; he was
not given proper assistance. Research
Assistants have not been appointed. A
Research Assistant was appointed
only last year. Till last year the post
was not filled. No provision was
made.

Before you draw up a scheme for
fishing, you must first of all have
some idea of the facilities, the fishing
harbours available. The nature of the
fishing boat that you introduce must
be in accordance with the harbour
facilities that you are developing.
The position with regard to the deve-
loping of fishing is the same as the
position with regard to the cotton
growing industry and the sugar
factories.

The sugar factories were planned
without relation at all to the raw
material available, the production of
raw material, and the machinery is
therefore idling. A ginning plant was
to be installed without any relation
to the problem of growing cotton.
Fortunately, that was not imple-
mented, because the Soviet experts
had foresight and wanted the plans
for the cultivation of cotton perfect-
ed in the first instance before they
agreed to put up the ginning plant.

In regard to the question of fishe-
ries what is it that is happening?
What are you going to do in the Galle
harbour ? What is most feasible in
theGalle harbour—trawler or tuna
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fishing ? What is the size of the har-
bour you will build ? What is the
most economical size to build ? Is
Galle harbour the most suitable place
meteorologically, that is, according to
season, or is it the Trincomalee
harbour, which is one of the finest
harbours in the world? In this
matter we should not go on loyalty
to any region.

w& 8 8. ¢ 8D
(Quorras &. T, 19 Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The harbours were selected on the
advice of certain experts from Japan
before 1959. The Fisheries Depart-
ment came under my Ministry in
1960. This advice was obtained and
accepted, and the recommendation
was that, next to Mutwal the other
suitable places were Galle, Trinco-
malee and Kankesanturai. Those are
the three harbours recommended. 1
cannot tell you off-hand what the
reasons were, but there were reasons
for making this recommendation
which had been accepted and agreed
to before 1960. And we are just
building to those specifications.

ee@emndan dd. I. S9@8He»
(QLr&L_ i eron. ar. Gﬁ)éﬂ'm@fﬁ‘@)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Whatever it is, I can say this. When
you speak of the Japanese Govern-
ment it really means the Japanese
capitalist interests, because Japan
has no state enterprise. All the
Japanese experts who came to you
are men who are in private compa-
nies and corporations. The Govern-
ment there lends the services of
people who are in Japanese fishing
companies. The experts that these
companies employ are sent to
Ceylon. If you have not realized it
you can take it from me that the
Japanese fishing vested interests will
not join in giving you the proper
advice because it will, apparently,
undermine their own monopoly in the
Indian waters.

od 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzorras &. . 9. Rovar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I have realized it. I understand;
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coDemndw . J. IHO&H»
(QL_r&L i eron. ar. cil&ribAEaD)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

The Hon. Minister says he has rea-
lized it. A moment ago he said that
on the advice of the Japanese experts
he selected the harbours.

a& & 8. ¢ BE
(Qzarsey &. 1F. 19 HAdaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I did not say that. They were all
fixed up some time back.

ce®enmda D, J. SO
(QréL_f erow. a. HGTivEman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Then was it not your duty to scrap
the plan and start anew to get better
advice ?

o 8. 8. ¢ 8ED:
(Qaorrey &. (F. 19 Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I personally think that the proposal
to take up Galle, Trincomalee and
Kankesanturai harbours is linked up
with the other developments pro-
posed in those three places for other
purposes.  For example, Kankesan-
turai is to be developed because of
the cement industry. Galle is a
natural port; apart from it being
developed for fishing, it has to be im-
proved as a harbour. That is how
these projects were linked up. I see
no reason to change them.

e e Did. J. 3o
(OLr&L_ it erow. a. oflGTinAman )
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I would be the happiest person to
see the Galle harbour being deve-
loped, because I am from the
Southern Province and I have been
educated in Galle. Development of
it is very essential, but it must be
done on modern methods to give you
the maximum efficiency. The mere
investment of capital in a harbour
will not give you the desired results.
It is, therefore, necessary that you
should have a comprehensive picture
of therwhole scheme,
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Japan is having a tuna base in
Penang. South Africa is having a
base not very far from here, at the
other end of Madagascar. America
is developing tuna fishing in the
Pacific. Australia is now interested
in encroaching on the Indian Ocean.
Britain and Japan have joined to-
gether and they are exploiting the
possibility of basing a big tuna centre
in the Maldives. In a few years
Ceylon will be surrounded by foreign
interests and all our fishing wealth
in deep sea fishing will be exploited
by them. And by the time we think
of starting the industry we will find
that other people have firmly estab-
lished themselves in the oceans, and
it will be impossible for us to com-
pete with them economically in the
fishing enterprise in our waters. Are
we going to have a fishing harbour
in Galle which will give harbour
facilities to big boats or for ships of
small tonnage ? Is it possible to get
aid from any country outside the
Japanese circle ?

o 8. 8. ¢ 8ED

(Qzorray &. (F. 19 Hoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I wish to point out that aid for the
fishing industry has been offered
from Yugoslavia. There is an agree-
ment to supply some trawlers, but
I am not sure whether it has been
signed or not. The supply of one
trawler has been specifically autho-
rized and I think there is an agree-
ment to supply four more trawlers to
be paid for in five annual instalments.

Another country which has offered
aid is the United Kingdom which has
offered a mother ship with four
catchers. They say that three or
four units like that will suffice to
meet the entire dry fish supply of
this country. They will catch the
fish and make dry fish in the boat
itself. This offer is being investi-
gated by the Economic Division of
the Treasury.

The third offer is from West
Germany. They say that they will
investigate the possibilities of the
Galle Harbour for deep-sea fishing
and to use two-ton fishing hoats in

Dewldm OsYE Ve

2664

— ol BEnd

the coastal waters where our orus
normally fish and they will compete
with the orus for the fish.

An agreement has been signed with
Yugoslavia for one trawler and the
German offer is to investigate the
possibilities of developing the facili-
ties in Galle Harbour and how to
make best use of it for fishing
purposes.

coRemnda V. J. IV
(QL_r&Li eron. of. ell&ri&ran)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am very grateful for the informa-
tion that the Hon. Minister has given
us. This is all the more reason why
we should be extremely careful as to
the steps we take in regard to ac-
cepting these offers. The Hon.
Minister did not give us the details
of the British offer. I think this offer
came from a gentleman called Ken-
dall who evolved a project involving
about £240 million sterling.

This gentleman, Kendall, is not
known in the fishing world as a res-
ponsible person except that he is an
agent of the Chase Manhattan Bank
of U. S. A. This gentleman is in-
terested in selling material to us
while keeping to themselves 30 or
40 per cent. of the shares of the com-
pany they are going to float. We
will be bound to them to buy the
dry fish that they are going to sell
us at a price fixed by them. They
are going to fish in our waters, two-
thirds of the capital will be provided
by us but the Kendall Company will
control the enterprise. We are com-
pelled to buy all the equipment and
material from them although we
might be able to get them cheaper in
the world market.

I should like to know why there is
such an anxiety on the part of the
Hon. Minister or the Ministry officials
to embrace this assistance from
foreign sharks to fish in our waters.

a& 8. 8. ¢ BCE

(Qaorrey &. 1F. 19 Qeveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The offers that were made have

been referred to the Economic Divi-
sion of the Treasury for investigation.
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oeRemNee €. I, 3O &0
(Q_r&L_i crow. ar. el L&l Eam )
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I would suggest that there should
be another approach to these pro-
blems. During the time Mr. P. H.
William de Silva was Minister there
was an offer to do research in
fisheries, specially deep-sea fishing,
by the Soviet Union. This offer was
rejected. I think it is necessary for
us to re-open this matter to see why
this offer was rejected. How is it
that Mr. Kendall’'s offer is to be
seriously considered ?

I wish also to submit that Yugo-
slavia has offered one trawler for
trawler fishing and she is prepared to
sell more trawlers.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8C
(Qserras &. G, 1y Geover)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Government calls for tenders.
That is how it happened.

ceemnde . J. 8080
(QLréLi eron. a. flérwfman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

But Yugoslavia has good experi-
ence in ship-building, not in deep-sea
fishing. They have enough fish near
their coast, and they concentrate on
fishing near the coast, not in deep-sea
fishing. On the other hand, the Soviet
Union, Poland and the Scandinavian
countries are used to deep-sea fishing.
They have developed their deep-sea
fishing industry to a very high
degree. For the first time I have
heard that West Germany, a conti-
nental country, has experience in
deep-sea fishing.

It is not a question of calling for
tenders. I would ask the Minister to
get a technically qualified officer to
make a complete survey of the
experience available in various
countries. If you want Yugoslavia to
develop our tuna and deep-sea fish-
ing, they cannot do it. They can
help us in trawler-fishing in the
Wedge Bank.
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oo 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qsorres &. (&, 1. Deveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have asked for F. A. O. aid to
develop our fishing industry and also
to provide us with technical staff.

GeRgmNTw . . In)@Hon
(QréLi erov. a. afld L0 G E1am )
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

We must be intelligent enough to
make use of people without blindly
depending on them. Why cannot we
have an independent investigation ?
Why cannot we ask one of our experts
to go and see the fishing harbours in
Poland, a country that has offered us
not only fishing boats but even ships
for our merchant fleet, a country that
has offered to build for us a workshop
at Trincomalee to turn out small
boats ? Countries like Poland have
over centuries developed an advanced
fishing industry. They have no vested
interests ; they have no interest in
exploiting our resources for their
benefit. They are interested in offer-
ing us their technical skill and also
economic aid to develop our country.
What prevents the Government from
finding out whether there are alter-
native methods which are preferable
for the development of our fishing
industry ? 1 particularly mentioned
the Soviet Union and Poland because
these are countries which have made
us specific offers. On the other hand,
knowing very well that the Japanese
will not give us their knowledge, we
invite Japanese experts to report——

6351 B &, < &6"9:.
(Qaerres &. (S, 19 Aeveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That was done years ago.

8. 8. ©8. 92RDBA» s,
(8. . (9. 2. & eull Fer)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

In, 1957,
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ceDemnBw . I. VPV

(QLra&L_i eron. o . GQ:%JLQQ;&?(@Q))

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am blaming the Government. It
is the same Government that func-
tioned then. Both claim to follow
the same Bandaranaike policy.

aé 8. 8. ¢ BED:

(Qsorrey &. 1T, 9. Hovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Soviet offer, made about four
years back, was an offer of fishing
trawlers and a research vessel.
After discussion of details in 1958 it
was found not feasible to accept it.

ce®emndw . J. I9PH.»
(QréLi erov. ar. fErifman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am asking you to re-investigate
why it was not considered feasible.

Now you have found that the
Japanese are dangerous—

s 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qaserres . 9. 19 @G'usmr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

What I said was that the Govern-
ment for several years asked Japan
for aid in tuna fishing, but it did not
come. I would now draw your atten-
tion to the fact that just as the
Pfeifer Report has been rejected off-
hand without any discussion and
without any information to the
Ministries so also probably the
fisheries research offer made by the
Soviet Union has been rejected with-
out going into the merits of the
question.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzsorray &. 1F. 19 Godaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I shall look into that.

eoRemnBw du. J. DnPH»
(QLréij orov. a. efl&rn&Ean)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I would request also that the Gov-

ernment should consider this matter
and pay immediate attention to the
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present plight of the fishermen some
of whom have been supplied with
mechanized boats and the others who
are using the traditional, un-mecha-
nized, ancient type of boat. Those
who have been given the mechanized
boats are called upon to pay instal-
ments of Rs. 500 which is prohibitive.

o& 8. 8. ¢ B

(Qzorras &. F. 19. Gvaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
That has been changed now.

ceRcmnden d¥. J. IDOH»
(Q_r&Li erow. a. Hl& T Eman)
(Dr. 5. A. Wickremasinghe)

This is what I saw at Matara yester-
day. There is a garage for motor
repairs by the bank of the river and
in that garage there were over a
dozen boats lying there for repairs.
These people are at the mercy of the
mechanic who works in the garage.
As far as I know that mechanic has
no experience and is not competent
to repair motor boats. The Govern-
ment has not provided any facilities
whatever for the repair and servicing
of these boats. And when a boat
needs repairs it cannot be beached ;
there is no protection or shelter for
it; there is no harbour. By the time
the repairs to the motor is effected
the woodwork has perished and the
boat becomes unseaworthy. The
boat is left in the open exposed to
the hot sun and the moisture during
rain and the deterioration of wood
under tropical conditions is some-
thing which hardly needs mentioning.

If you cannot provide harbour
facilities for these boats, at least you
can provide beaching facilities. In
India in many places they do not
have harbours for mechanized boats
but when the boats return they aré
dragged on to the shore by means of
winches ; it can be done even by
hand-operated winches. If you at
least provide for the boats to be
beached you will solve that problem.
No investigation has been done and
no survey has been made of the
problems that require to be solved.
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With regard to the question of
harbours, I would like to mention
that Ceylon has a multiplicity of
rivers. Every river mouth is a
potential fisheries harbour.

o & 8. ¢ 8CD

(Qsorray &. (F. 9. Heveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is what we are doing now.
In all the drainage schemes, we are
constructing groynes for the purpose
of keeping the river mouth open and
thus providing fisheries harbours.
You will see them being constructed
at the Ambalangoda and Bentara
Trivers now.

ccPenndew . J. I9O&.»

(QLré_i erow. &. dlaérSAmman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I wonder whether the whole
problem of safe entry into the river
mouth has been studied.

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8

(Ozarrey &. F. 19 Pveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

At Ambalangoda the depth of the
water is about two feet or so more
than that of the boat. That is what
we have been advised.

cc@emdan . J. OB
(OLr&Li eron. . ofl&TIbAEaN)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Now that mention has been made
of the construction at the Ambalan-
goda lagoon, I would like to ask
whether the problem of salt water
extrusion has been tackled satisfac-
torily, whether facilities for a
harbour are being provided, and
whether the problems arising out of
the sea water mixing with the brac-
kish water will be completely exter-
minated.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8B

(Qzorreay &. (F. g Soveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Even the problem of prawns and

eels that breed in the sea and come
into the fresh water tovigrow, chas
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been looked into. A good part of
the salt water extrusion work at
Ambalangoda has been completed by
a co-operative society. A sluice
through which the prawns and eels
can go has also been completed.

coemNniw Db, J. IpO&.n
(Qr&Li eron. . eflarifman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I will not keep the House any
longer on that subject. I would like
to know whether the Hon. Minister
has seriously inquired into the causes
of our crop failures in the past.
There has been a disastrous failure
in potatoes. I am told that last year
about Rs. 24 million worth of pota-
toes had to be imported.

G!él &. 8. <G 536?93
(Qsarreau &. (F. g Sover)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I will answer that. I got all the
crop schemes investigated by the
various planning committees repre-
sented by officials of the Ministry of
Agriculture, of the Department of
Planning and the Treasury. There
were no outsiders on those com-
mittees. These committees have
looked into all those schemes and
they have found certain mistakes.
In the case of potatoes, somebody had
thought they could be grown four
seasons a year. The committees
have reported on the availability of
the land, the height required, the
diseases that destroy potatoes, like
the one which destroyed the potato
crop in Ireland where more than a
million people died of starvation as
a result of the crop failure. Simil-
arly, they have looked into the culti-
vation of chillies.

8. 8. 0. 9RDEA® dw.

(8. w©. (9. QYT @R H6or )

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

The question was about potatoes.

od 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Czorren &. (T 19 Qa'vsmr)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It has been looked into. You can-

not grow potatoes for two seasons
indefinitely. All crops have been
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looked into. In the case of chillies,
a table has been worked out as to
how many pounds of green chillies
are required for a pound of dried
chillies, the extent of land available,
and so on.

8. 8. @8 @I .

(8. 1e. §. . @ewrer ser)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

What is the position with regard
to potatoes? How many acres are
under cultivation? When do you
expect to reach self-sufficiency ?

g. . 5.30

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8dD
(Qzerroy &. (F. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I cannot answer them off-hand. I
think more or less one thousand acres
have been developed for planting
potatoes in the Nuwara Eliya Dis-
trict. I also got Horton Plains inves-
tigated to find out how much land
could be opened up there. I ordered
that several acres in the Maskeliya
area and some parts of Ratnapura
District be investigated. But I can
say that we have fairly well investi-
gated the Nuwara Eliya District.

coDemnden . J. V&

(QLr&Lii erow. . eHl&TbSAEeD)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I would have accepted the Hon.
Minister’s explanation if we were
living in Robinson Crusoe’s island
where trial and error was the only
method available. In Ceylon we do
not need trials, we do not need
errors. Potatoes have been develop-
ed as a major crop in many countries
of the world. In all these countries
they have overcome all these dis-
eases. The Hon. Minister now says
that the department, through a pro-
cess of trial and error, going from
one blunder to another, has come to
a position of indefiniteness and is
even now not sure whether potatoes
can be grown.
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o 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qzerres &. (F. 19 Bveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
It is sure of that.

coDemendw 2. . 3.
(QLréLj erow. ar. elSTEHman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

That assurance is worthless to me,
judging from its past reputation.
Today we have to import fruits,
vegetables, vegetable seeds, potatoes

o 8. 8. ¢ B8C
(Qseorrey &. 1F. 19. Heveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

In fact, one of the German techni-
cians working there, an expert, is on
ithe production of vegetable seeds.
A special farm, about 20 acres in ex-
tent, is being opened up in Nuwara
Eliya for raising vegetable seeds,
vegetables like carrots, leeks, cab-
bages—all imported from various
countries, mostly from Japan and
some from U. S. A. Last year, we
started opening up a seed station for
raising seeds, and we got down two
German experts: one for potatoes
and the other for raising vegetable
seeds. It was only started last year.

oedemnin Ouw. . SnO&B.»
(Qr& i erow. @. ofl&rwAman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

The Hon. Minister must concede,
at least now, in this year of grace
One Thousand Nine hundred and
Sixty Two, that with the help of some
foreign experts we are realizing the
need, ability, capacity and possibility
of getting vegetable seeds. In other
words, it means that until 1962 the
officers of - the ' department were
unable to tackle these problems.
Therefore, you must get rid of them.
Get some technical experts, people
who have experience in agriculture,
people who are trained in agriculture.
You can select the men, if you have
the time.
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I know that the Hon. Minister,
now that he has been burdened with
the Ministry of Finance, will not be
able to go into these questions and
formulate a policy. He will have to
depend blindly on the various reports
that he gets from various people. I
know his plight. But that does not
help us. It is no consolation for us
to find him in a most unenviable
position. On his own explanation, we
find that all our charges are proved
to the hilt.

In forestry, fisheries, agriculture,
vegetable production, horticulture—
in everything—we want you to rea-
lize that a new approach is necessary.
More capable younger men, who have
shown capabilities of tackling the
problems of agriculture, should be
given the due responsibilities, What
you have done—not only during this
Government but also during earlier
Governments—through the policy of
this department

o 8. 8. ¢ BE:
- (Qaorras &. 9. g Hovar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I must say that the Department of
Agriculture came into this Ministry
only in 1960.

ceemndew 6. J. &
(QLréL i erow. er. fl&rivGmaon)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am speaking of the agricultural
policy of our country. If bad prac-
tices have been inherited from the
past, that is no justification to con-
tinue them. That is the very reason
why they should be changed. As a
result of the policy of this department
your genuine experts have been
driven away. Your best expert, Dr.
Ponnamperuma, is now in the Philip-
pine Islands. The policy of the
department is such that there is no
place for genuine men.

o 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qserres &. (F. 9. Seveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I think that he got a very good offer
there.
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cePemnBw D, J. Sn@o»

(QLr&Li eron. . &TiAman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I tell you it is not the money that
took him there. It is the lack of en-
couragement and appreciation.

oad 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(QOzerrey &. (9. 9. Goveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I have not met the gentleman my-
self.

o0demndw . I. @8

(Qr&L_i eron. ar. fl&rifman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

You have now appointed a com-
mittee to explore the North Central
Province to find out whether cotton
can be grown. One of the conscien-
tious officers in the committee was
a headache to the other officers be-
cause of his conscientiousness; and
the scheme put forward for this com-
mittee can therefore be rejected as
worthless.

Even before your time, an excellent
officer by the name of Dr. Holmes had
to leave because his scientific know-
ledge was not appreciated. He was a
conscientious worker but he was not
encouraged. :

o 8 8. ¢ 8D

(Qzorrey &. (. 19 Reveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva) _

He was appointed by the Public
Service Commission on one year’s

probation. I think that is what
annoyed him.

eedembe dif. I, Sn@&on
(OurdiLi erow. ar. eflGri@man)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I will not accept this libel on that

officer though it comes from the
mouth of a Minister.

It was because of the policy of
having non-technical men at the head
that he left. The value of such a man
was not appreciated. He is the last
man who would have considered

filthy lucre as the only thing of value
to,pursue in life. '
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There are many more things to be
said of various departments, but I do
not want to take up too much time of
the House. I will only mention a few.

Take the post of Director of Social
Services. The most senior man in the
Department, Dr. R. L. Thiruchelvam
was not appointed Director. They
wanted a more efficient person from
outside, perhaps because they thought
that the Social Services Department,
if it is not properly managed, would
upset the tranquility and economy of
the country.

The Department of Electrical Un-
dertakings is one which needs proper
reorganization. I would not be exag-
gerating when I say that you have
appointed a congenital idiot, an assis-
tant, who was not even the most
senior man : Mr. Swan.

This department has not lived up
to expectations. The distribution of
electricity to the Southern Province
will go only up to Galle, and that too
is not quite definite. Even now, they
have made provision only for the main
cable to be drawn. The 33 KW
line for distribution to the wvarious
lines en route has not yet been
thought of.

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8EH

(Qsorras &. 1F. 19 Seveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It is part of the Stage IIB Scheme
of Laksapana.

ce®emDBe . J. SO

(QOL_rai_ i erow. ar. dErw&man)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

By using that manthram Stage IIB,
you do not solve the problem of sup-
plying power to nearly two million
people who live between Balangoda
and Kalutara.

8. 8. &8 9endIAD Odv.
(8. e, G gyi. @owarsar)
(Mr, D. P. R. Gunawardena)

How long have you taken on
Stage 2B ?

Bewl S8 0578 ®eEDCH®
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o 8 8. ¢ B8
(Qsorrey &. (G. g Fovarr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It was started last year, and it is
under construction now. There is a
power line of 132 kilowatts going over
I believe Balangoda, Pelmadulla,
Deniyaya and Akuressa.

ce®emenBwn 9. J. IO
(A&l eron. . eflsrifman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

If you had this line constructed by
now, would you have diverted elec-
tricity ?

@& 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qsorrey &. (. 19 Gvaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

There is a time schedule and a par-
ticular programme. For example, the
tunnel and the power line have to be
prepared by the foreign experts who
have been working for several years
on Stage IIB of the Laksapana
Scheme. I have not interfered with
the construction of the different stages
of the plan, and they have been acting
according to that plan.

8. 3. @d. 9RAEAD Sw.

(B 1. 9. . @Teur ser)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

8eB Bcw o mO sen I ¢
G @emsndy oD, IO 2OI
genY .

o 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qzorray &. 1F. 19 SAeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I think it is going to be done. The
power lines would be available when
the power is available in Stage II B.
I must say in fairness to the experts
this is the basis on which the tfime

schedule is drawn. The power is avail-
able.

I maintain, in spite of what the
Minister has to say, that before they
thought of this very laudable project
of supplying electricity to selected
ruraliareas the distribution of current
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to the main towns of the Southern
Province was a much more urgent
and essential project and that should
have been the first to be done even
after connecting Gal Oya with the
common grid. They have not thought
it necessary to divert certain of the
electric potential now available to
Matara and Galle.

ad 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qsorrey &. 1. 19 Hevaur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The generating capacity at Gal
Oya, they say, is hardly sufficient to
meet the demands of the areas
already connected.

ceDemnBw 6. J. 8HVE»

(QLr&L_ i eron. ar- &TSman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

All this advertisement and publicity
about the wonderful Gal Oya connec-
tion to the general grid and the won-
derful achievement of Gal Oya under
American construction now, in the
mouth of the Minister himself, is
hardly anything noticeable.

RBE o sNwD .
(B ol Craramuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

You are not implementing the full
output.

o& 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qzarrey &. (F. 19 Govaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Now it is linked up.

DBE o »MsNw® .
(8. _Lofl Coraremuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

You have not installed the other
two generators.

ce®emnBe V. J. SO&»
(QL_rdL_j erow. a. el&rio@Ean)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Two turbines have not been ins-
talled.

1962 ened @8 10
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oé& 8 8 ¢ BED
(Qaorran 8. (9. 9. Fovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Originally only two generators were
installed when two more could be ins-
talled.

RAE o sNNGED .
(Bm. Lofl Coar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Two generators were installed with
provision to instal another two.

caét &5. &. < Eé.e"aa
(Qzorrey &. (. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The aid we have got from Canada
is for the installation of two extra
generators, turbines and the link, and
I think the Canadians very correctly
put up the link first because even
with the two generators that were
working the consumption in the Eas-
tern Province was not sufficient to
keep both generators working full
time. Therefore they quite correctly
installed that and these gene-
rators had to be made., The Canadian
Government placed the order for
making the two generators in Canada
and meanwhile put up the link.
The current already being gene-
rated there is being used and now the
two generators are to be installed. I
would not be surprised if the two
generators have come. They cannot
be bought from a shop ready-made.

ceRemniu . IJ. SHOB»
(Qr&Lji eran. e eflGriAman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Is this a story we can believe ?
Ceylon started the Hydro-Electric
Scheme in 1913 I think.

ad nY Holewny

(Oseorres oyfsssalr el )
(An hon. Member)

In 1921.
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codemndw V. I, Sp@&owm

(OréL i arow. a. efldrifman)

{Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)
. Because of the First World War
they had to postpone it. The project
was started in 1913. Even if they star-
ted in 1921, till 1962 forty years have
gone and we produce only 50,000 KW
of hydro-electric power.

8. 8. @d. 92r2d0m» @w.
(B 1. 9. . Garaigar)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
How many years will it take to get
the two generators from Canada ?

eedemndw . IJ. Bn@&.m»

(QLréL i eron. ar. dlérfman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

The Minister is now explaining the
delay. Is this not an admission of the
utter inefficiency of the Electrical
Department ? India is now building
the plant to construct turbines of
500,000 KW capacity. The Minister
says it takes years to buy turbines in
the open market and instal at Gal
Oya.

o5 &8 8 ¢ 8

(Q&errey . 9. 9. QG\JGU;T)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The agreement was signed with the
Canadian Government to supply
them. They have already put up the
link but they have not installed the
two generators as yet.- I would not
blame Canada for that.

©eDemban . J. S8n@&H.»

(Qrst i eron. a. dlérifman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Is that the only place from where
you can buy turbines? Are they
produced only in Canada ?

DAE o sNvNw D,

(8. i ofl Crareyuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

The agreement with Canada was

drawn up before 1956—Canadian aid
for the link.

Dewldm I8 VeFDEw
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eePemMee V. I. 8O
(OréL i eron. ar. efldri@man)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

Not very far from Ceylon in South
India the Nevaly Scheme con-
tract was signed in 1960 for genera-
tion of 350,000 KW of electricity by
using lignite which is available in
South India. The first unit of 50,000
KW went into operation last April.
The contract was signed in 1960 by
the Soviet Union. Have you no men
who can give you newspaper infor-
mation ? If Canada takes so long to
send two turbines for 5,000 KW for
Gal Oya, can you not investigate how
they are doing it in the neighbouring
country ? Have you not got any sense
of adventure ? If you can adventure
out to the U. S. A, can you not adven-
ture out to socialist countries, 'to

Czechoslovakia, which has far more

hydro-electricity potential in relation
to its size than the U. S. A., to the
Soviet Union, to Poland, to Yugos-
lavia, and find out whether you can
get machinery there much cheaper
and much quicker ? Have the officers
in your department ever given you
that advice ?

o& & 8 ¢ 8D

(Qsorrey &. (9. 9. FHovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The machinery from Canada is not
being bought with aid. The link and
the two generators are free. Canada
offered it to us.

eeemnie . IJ. 808

(QréLi erow. a. flGriwfman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

So you are waiting the whole time
with open arms for charity. That is
the national honour that you have.
You have to wait till somebody offers
it as charity, delay the installation of
the turbine until you get it as pooja.

o0& 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qzarras &. (F. 9. Sevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Up to that date it had not been
done, and when we were on Stage I1IB
this offer was made. Surely, you will
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not ask us to reject the offer from
Canada and to obtain it from some
particular source ?

ee2emNiw . J. 8OHon
(Qur&Li erew. . ofl&TiAEan)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

My point is this: After you came
into power, if you built the Parus-
wella dam near Kitulgala across the
Kelani-ganga, you would have had
100,000 kilowatts in order to supply
the entire needs of Ceylon.

a& & 8. ¢ 8D
(Qsersan &. 1F. 19 Boveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It was after we came into power
that we got the Russian Government’s
aid to investigate the Kelani-ganga,
and they recommended this reservoir.
The report is being considered by the
Cabinet now. Actually, the plan was
prepared after this Government came
into power. I am not giving this as an
excuse.

8. 8. #»d. 9@mIEAD .
(8m. . . . @ewreut ser)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
How long were you suppressing it ?

a& &. 8. < ae"@a
(Qzorrey &. Q. 19 Qéﬂswr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Not at all.

8. 8. @&, 9&DERID w.
(,Q@ o, 1P, gy (&HST QUIT ST )
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You promised to table it within a
week.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzsorrey &. (F. 19 Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Before the Government authorized
it—it has been printed—I placed one
copy in the Library of the House and
another in the Library ofithe Senate.

1962 eed @RS 10
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coemnde . J. @&
(QL_ra&L_i erew. ar. ﬁﬁéfmﬁfé@m)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

You published the

American
Report.

a& & 8. ¢ G
(Qsorras F. (F. 19 Seveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The American Report came much
earlier and it was published-

eeRemniw V. J. SO
(Qur&L i erew. ar. eflérin@man )
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

What about the Malwatu-Oya
Report.

oG 8 8 ¢ 8>
(Qserras &. (F. 19 Gevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I shall tell you about that. I have
got that Report. I will have that
published, too.

ceDemnde . I, SHmOBo»

(QLréL i erew. ar. flGrinSman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

As I mentioned earlier, an order has
been placed for machiinery to be
installed at Grandpass with a firm
which was not the lowest tenderer.
The tender was about Rs. 2 million
more for the boiler and about Rs. 2
million more for the turbine. I am
speaking from memory. This tender
was accepted on the basis that the
whole running cost was less than the
running cost of machinery the other
firm was prepared to supply.
This is a very suspicious explanation
that has been given to justify the
contract being given to a higher ten-
derer, especially in view of the fact
that the diesel oil, sold now in ecom-
petition with Russian oil, has come
down in price to such an extent that
all the calculations have become of
no value.

Another generator of 25,000 kilo-
watts capacity is to be installed, and I
understand—I do not know how far
I am right—that the contract has been
given to this same firm at a very high
pricegmuch higher than the price of
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other machinery that is available.
You have not even the inquisitiveness
to investigate the possibility of
getting this machinery from a socia-
list country, as has been done in
South-India. An Electrical Depart-
ment which has all this time been
conspiring to suppress the report of a
genuine expert is capable of doing
anything. And when the Director
leaves, you appoint in his place a man
who has not shown any capabilities
for the post or for tackling the prob-
lems. But there are more experienced
and capable men in the department
itself. The Social Services Depart-
ment have appointed a person from
outside, denying the privilege to the
experienced men in that department.
In the Electrical Department there
are efficient officers who have shown
their capabilities but they are not
selected for their efficiency. If service
conditions are almost the same, you
appoint a person of efficiency. That is
the way you get over stagnation. But
there is stagnation all over the place.
The Ministry is not interested and
does not realize the problem involved.
They allow conditions to remain the
same. They do not allow these things
to be exposed. That is the main rea-
son behind all this reluctance to in-
troduce efficient men and methods.

Take the Salt Commission’s Report.
It has not yet been tabled in this
House. It will not be presented until
they have suppressed ail vossible evi-
dence and then it will result in a
deadlock. You will not take the
trouble to interfere in your depart-
ments and appoint capable persons
because they have agreed to do the
dirty deeds the International Mone-
tary Fund has said you must do,
namely, that you must not carry on
with a progressive policy in regard
to the price at which electricity is to
be made available in this country.
The I. M. F. want electricity rates to
be maintained at a high level so that
our industries may not develop.

The I. M. F. are looking forward to
your setting up an Electricity Board
over which they anticipate, even-
tually, they will have control:“There

Bewldm @578 Ve3DEH
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is a Bill to be moved in this House
to convert the Electrical Department
into a Board. The main purpose is
to appease them and to satisfy the
conditions laid down by the World
Bank and to further this country’s
economic slavery to the American im-
perialists and to continue such
slavery. The purpose is to organize
uneconomic, expensive electrical pro-
jects through the World Bank. You
have accepted the conditions Ilaid
down by the World Bank with regard
to the policy governing electricity
tariffs. You have agreed to their pro-
posal to provide for thermal stand-by
plants to the extent of 30 per cent. of
our total electrical power. You have
accepted their policy of the destruec-
tion of the Randenigala hydro poten-
tial. That is not a matter of concern
for you. You have agreed, as I
pointed out, to have thermal plants
and have thus committed this country
to the importation of diesel oil for
thermal production. In the midst of
all this you have invited this so-
called Peace Corps from America to
create the necessary climate so that
you sell out this country to American
vested interests and prevent real
development taking place in this
country—real development of power,
irrigation, river resources and
fisheries.

RAE o N d Dew.
(8w ieofl Crar@ubs)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

The hon. Member for Akuressa
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe) has
made a very lengthy contribution
covering a number of subjects and
providing very useful information
and a great deal of food for thought
for the Hon. Minister. I do not pro-
pose to traverse all that ground. I
merely wish to deal with one parti-
cular aspect of the activities coming
under the Minister, namely, land
utilization. Before I get on to that,
I, who rarely agree with the
hon. Member for Akuressa,
must confess that I do agree as
regards the relative merits of the
Randenigala reservoir and the Maha-
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weli Diversion Scheme. However, I
will adduce my reasons for my pre-
ference later.

Now I heard the Minister interrupt
the hon. Member for Akuressa to say
that this Three-Year Programme was
practically the same as the Ten-Year
Programme.

o& & &8 ¢ BCa
(Qasarrar &. (F. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)
Sections only.

. 0. 6

ADE o NN .

(8. i ofl Crareuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I propose to show him that it is
completely different and that . it
leaves a tremendous void on a very
important matter, namely, land deve-
lopment and utilization.

The Ten-Year Programme which I
have with me—we rarely read these
books that are presented to us but
sometimes we find the time to do so—
speaks on page 237 of the land opened
up under the major schemes :

Up to the end of 1957 slightly over
500,000 acres had been provided with irri-
gation under various major works.

Now, that is a statement of fact in the
Ten-Year Plan. Then it goes on to
deal with the particular major irriga-
tion schemes that the Ten-Year Plan
envisages for the future. On page
238 it says :

In the period under consideration in
addition to continuation works under the
Gal Oya Scheme work will commence on
at least five Multi-purpose Schemes.
These are: (1) Mahaweli Ganga Diver-
sion Scheme, (2) the Walawe Ganga
Scheme, (3) the Malwatu Oya Scheme,
(4) the Mahaweli Ganga Basin Scheme
and (5) the Kelani Ganga Scheme.

Obviously, the Ten-Year Plan con-
templates a good deal of work on
major irrigation schemes. Looking at
the Short-Term Three-Year Imple-
mentation Programme, I find that
there is tremendous criticism of those
schemes—I shall deal with that later
—that those schemes ape " ‘capital

1962 e 5y ®a& 10

2686

—nden tEend

intensive and therefore we should not
think of them ; that those schemes
have not yielded the proper returns
and, therefore, we must think in
terms of some substitute for the
major irrigation schemes. We have
a suggestion on page 137 as regards
the substitute. I am reading from
the Short-Term Implementation Pro-
gramme :

There is therefore an urgent need to
evolve some new method of opening up
the Dry Zone at a more rapid pace and at
less cost, as it will otherwise be necessary
to discount the possibility of any signi-
ficant contribution from new lands in the
Dry Zone to our immediate problems of
economic development.

Then it goes on to say :

This however is on patterns of land use
and management difficult of application
within the present pattern of peasant
colonization. The findings of this Insti-
tute are not conclusive, but they indicate
a strong possibility of profitable large-
scale mechanized farming on a diversified
basis in the Dry Zone.

Government has, therefore, decided to
introduce immediately a pilot project for
commercial cultivation on the basis of the
system of mixed farming evolved at the
Dry Zone Research Institute.

Now, obviously, if we take these two
reports together, we find that these
schemes are criticized in the Three-
Year Implementation Programme as
schemes unsuitable in the particular
circumstances that we find ourselves ;
that we are short of capital ; these
schemes are capital intensive as
opposed to being labour intensive ;
also, the returns hitherto have not
been as expected or satisfactory and,
therefore, we are turning, in the
Three-Year Programme, to a defi-
nitely new approach to the cultivation
of the Dry Zone. The pattern is
indicated and you are substituting all
these major schemes with a pilot
project.

Is that what you intend doing ? If
you say you are going to have a new
approach according to your Three-
Year Programme you will not get
results in years to come. You are
starting with a pilot project. What
are the results you are going to
expect ? How many more years are
you going to take over them ?
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1 would wish to deal with some of

the criticisms levelled against certain
of these schemes that have been
started. It is true that many lessons
were learnt; it is true that money
may have been spent which might
well have been saved otherwise ; but
let us take our minds back to the
picture that prevailed in the dry zone
then. And before we do so let us
also realize the picture that appears
to us in the wet zone.

The wet zone from a certain point
of view is agriculturally developed—
one cannot gainsay that fact—on
certain lines to a very satisfactory
extent. We have our tea, rubber and
coconut plantations and a certain
amount of rice cultivation. It is true
that we can intensify production in
those areas. A certain amount of
effort in that direction without so
much investment of capital may give
undoubtedly very satisfactory re-
turns. But what are the problems
facing us today ? Is it merely the
question of stepping up production
alone ? Is not the question of the
pressure on land also an acute
problem ?

I am sure all hon. Members of this
House will agree with me that in the
Western Province and parts of the
Southern Province there is a good
deal of pressure on the land. Our
concentration of population is mainly
confined to these two provinces. Ido
not say that an outlet for the excess
population can mainly be found by
opening up new land. We know we
must industrialize and find outlets for
the excess population in works of that

sort.

But there is a vast expanse of land
in this country. That land can sustain
a population if increased facilities are
provided. The major portion of this
country is in the dry zone of Ceylon,
and in this zone the best known form
of cultivation is cultivation on irriga-
ble land. There is, therefore, the
need to find an outlet for the pressure
of population, particularly in the wet

zone.
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'There is also the need, whilst
intensifying cultivation in the wet
zone as regards paddy and other
crops, to get a greater output of rice.
There is also the need for an extended
form of agriculture, to open any land
for that very purpose as well. There
is also the need to provide a certain
amount of employment.

If you look at these schemes from
one aspect alone you might come to
an unfavourable judgment as regards
what has been achieved. If you
look at them from the point of
view of purely food production,
purely the relief of unemployment or
purely from the point of view of
relieving landlessness, of course, you
might come to an unfavourable judg-
ment. However, I am not going to
labour that point or argue that any
more at the moment.

8. 8. @l 9endiam Sw.
(. . . oyi. @ewrar ser)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

‘The amount you have put in is
Rs. 340 million.

RDE ot Nk .
(8. L ofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Yes, and half a million acres of land
have been rendered irrigable.

8. 8. @l 9xddam Sw.
(8. 1o. §. Y. @emraur ser)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
What is the cost—— '

DAC otd NN Des.
(8w L ofl Corareuwss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Yes, what is the cost per acre ? In
your Ten-Year Plan that I read out
just now——

8. 8. @8 9&mdIA» Ow.
(B to. F. yi. @eraisar)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

The expenditure is given in the
T.and Commissioner’s returns.
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ARE ow msnem .

{Q@ Lt afl Cran@wss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I know. Half a million acres have
been rendered irrigable. What does
it work out,—the cost per acre?
Today, considering the value of paddy
land in the country, what has it cost
this country to open up that half a
miilion acres ? The cost per acre is
much less than the value of an acre
of paddy today.

DAY D @@l eownd . (Acsy
5506)(3-)
(8. eriwer FT SRSy —1 6 & Sk
)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkodv—Bulath-
sinhala)

How much ?

2AAE ot 5NN O,

(Bm. L ofl Coar@uss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Roughly about 600-odd rupees an
acre,

Let us even discard that aspect of it.
I think all hon. Members are aware
of the fact—I heard certain hon.
Members making that statement—
that we must have power to develop
this country. I think it was the
Hon. Member for Kottawa (Mr. D. B.
R. Gunawardena) who said that
there cannot be socialism with-
out power, power for carrying out
various industries. Our main source
of power must be the hydro-electric
schemes—water power.

Then when we consider our water
resources, are we going to look at
them from the point of view of power
development alone ? I say it would
be a gross error to do so. When we
think of tapping those water
resources we intend utilizing those
resources not only for the develop-
ment of electricity, but we must, if
we are to get the full benefit of the
schemes, also think of the varied
purposes for which the water can be
put to and naturally we must think
of irrigation.
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Again, we think of water supply
schemes for the various towns and
rural areas and we also think of flood
control in areas that are likely to get
flooded. Therefore, on the basis that
it is essential to have electricity for
the industrialization of this country
you come to the conclusion that it is
essential to have these major multi-
purpose schemes for the development
of this country ; if not your plans for
industrialization will fail, your plans
for rural electrification and all the
other activities that you envisage
must stand by, and you must come to
the conclusion that you must plan the
utilization of the waters of the
whole catchment area catchment by
catchment.

Then you come up against the
major schemes which in your Three-
Year Plan you have taken pains to
reject. Where are you then ? Firstly,
you have no substitute, except
some pilot project you contemplate.
Secondly, your power development
will not be there; or you will be
utilizing these rivers only for power
development, which is a scandalous
waste of resources when you can have
multi-purpose development. There-
fore, as you contemplated in your
Ten-Year Plan, you must have these
major schemes. You cannot do with-
out them. The Hon. Minister is
nodding ; I presume he is in agree-
ment with what I am saying. Then
what is your Three-Year Plan going
to do ?

of 8 8 ¢ 88D
(Qzorras &. (F. n Roveur)
(Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Actually, the preparation of one of
these river plans will take at least two
years before we come +to the
construction stage, whether it be the
Kelani-ganga Scheme or even the
Randenigala Scheme which is now
being investigated. All those will
take a couple of years to prepare. In
this three-year period I personally do
not expect any heavy work to be
done. The same thing applies to the
Mahaweli Diversion Scheme or even
theoWalawe-ganga Scheme,
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DDE o N .
(8. L ofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I am glad the Minister has said that.
Now I will show you how he has come
to this pass. I will show
you why he has not got the plans.
The Hon. Minister will remember
that when I was his Minister and he
was Director of Land Development,
we prepared tentative plans for a
period of 25 years. We had detailed
plans for the first six years, for the
next six years and so on. He will
remember that we were aiming at a
turnover of Rs. 20 million to Rs. 30
million a year within the space of a
few years. And he will agree with
me that we were reaching those
targets. He will also remember that
the Randenigala Scheme was one of
these.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8ED -
(Qaenra &. . 19 Hedaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

No engineering survey was done
in respect of it.

DDE otd NG D,
(B Lol Coar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

The Randenigala Reservoir Scheme
was only one; there were other
schemes that were ready. You have
not started on any of them yet. The
Heda-oya Scheme was ready for
starting—that is south of the Gal-
oya. A good part of the Malwatu-
oya Scheme was ready in my time.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8¢
(Qauorrey &. G. 19 feovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The scheme was proposed but the
plans and designs were prepared
later.
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AAE o msNED Do,
(8. L ofl Coar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

For all those schemes we had a
plan ; they were to come one after
another, with proper organization of
the engineering surveys and land
development. The Walawe Scheme
was to come almost immediately
after the Gal-oya Scheme. All these
plans and priorities have been
changed by you.

Let me give an example. The
Randenigala Reservoir Scheme has
been rejected in favour of the Maha-
weli Diversion Scheme. Naturally
you are faced with a complete void
now. You cannot suddenly take an
irrigation scheme that requires five
to six years to bring to the stage of
execution, remove it and bring in an
entirely new scheme and expect
results a year or two after that.
Today, if you look at your land
alienations on the major schemes
you will find that from 1957 they
have been dropping. Your last
year’s alienation was a negligible
amount of acres. You know those
figures because when you decided to
alter certain programmes of work in
that 25-year programme—and I give
you the credit for thinking of those
works—you were to a great extent
instrumental in drawing up some of
those programmes to be included,
but the mistake you made was that
the moment you became Minister
you thought you had better schemes.
And, what is the result? For the
next three or four years you will
have hardly any land to alienate.
All the schemes for which you are
alienating land were either started
then or started just before you came
into office.

oé 8. 8 ¢ BED
(Qsorray &. 19. 15 Gveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

All the schemes we have now
going are schemes begun after 1956.
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RAE ot sNsNw® .
(8. L ofl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
What are those ?

o 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qsorrey &. 1F. g Peveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Mahakandarawa.

RE o 25N e,

(8. ofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I will produce the Estimates for
that scheme. I am sorry the
Hon. Minister of Home Affairs is not
here. There was a tremendous row
between the Hon. Minister and the
late Mr. Bulankulame about Maha-
kandarawa and finally Mr. Bulan-
kulame decided to start
Mahakandarawa. I know all the
facts because the Hon. Minister of
Home Affairs, who was then the
Member for Madawachchiya, had a
tremendous row with Mr. Bulan-
kulame, who was the Minister, when
he wanted to start Mahakandarawa.
And what is the potential of Maha-
kandarawa ? It is a small scheme.

oG 8. 8 ¢ 8
(Qasorras &. 19. 1y @oveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The capacity of Kaudulla is double
that of the Parakrama Samudra.

ADE o szwem e,

(5. L lofl Corereyuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I am having all sorts of reports
about Kaudulla. You have settled
people there and you know they are
suffering there because there is no
water for them. All right, you
finish Kaudulla and Mahakanda-
rawa ; where are your next schemes

for which you are going to provide
land ?

o 8. 8 ¢ 8D
(Qasorras &. G. 19 Bovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

There is Rajanganayal
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DAE o NG .

(B L ofl Crar@yuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

It says in the report that that is
going to take 30 years.

a& 8. 8 ¢ 8F
(Qsorray &. (F. 19 Aeovar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Phased land alienation.

RADE otd snsnem .
(B 1 ofl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Now he is coming to his advanced
colonization which, as I stated
earlier, results in the ruin of the
land and the ruin of the people who
are placed there. And the Hon.
Minister himself confessed earlier
that he has found that it is a mistake.

We are now reaching a very
serious situation in land alienation.
We are coming to the stage when
land alienation will be brought
almost to a complete halt. I do not
deplore that if you have a suitable
substitute. If you say that system of
development is not the best, you
must think of some other form of
development——

o 8 8 ¢ 8D
(Qzorreas &. (5. g Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

After the 1957 December floods the
Irrigation Department restored tanks,
under which the extent of irrigable
land was 159,000 acres; otherwise,
they would have been put out of
cultivation. The restoration of those
tanks went on till 1961.

RAE otd 51BN Dca.
(8. L ofl Coare@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Let us examine that position. The
restoration of new tanks took up the
time, labour and probably the machi-
nery of your department. If you did
not have the restoration of the tanks,
what were the schemes you were
going to put into effect? You did
nothave these schemes in a proper
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state to be implemented. As a
matter of fact, to occupy your de-
partment it was very welcome that
you had to repair those tanks.

aé 8. 8 ¢ 8B
(Qaorrou &. (F. 13 foveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Heda-oya.

RAE ot susNGeD Ded.

(B L ofl Crar@uss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

You will never take Heda-oya.
You are avoiding all the schemes in
the Northern and Eastern Provinces,
because unfortunately there is that
difficulty as regards the settlement of
colonists. I do not say that you
should not have a satisfactory agree-
ment with the hon. Members on my
left, provided it is in the national
interest. But surely, it is the duty of
your Government to settle that
question as early as possible and not
postpone the development of an area
that can very well be developed—
and that has to be developed in this
country—for which schemes were
ready years back.

I will mention to you the schemes :
Heda-oya, Malwatu-oya, and you pre-
ferred the diversion again for the
same reason, because the right bank
of the Randenigala Reservoir Scheme
runs up to Trincomalee.

You were talking about the capa-
city of your Kaudulla scheme. Yes, I
think Parakrama Samudra scheme
has a capacity of 80,000 acre feet of
water and Gal Oya has about ten
times that, 880,000 acre feet. But
what is the capacity of Randenigala
Reservoir you are constructing?
Four and a half million acre feet.
That is five times the capacity of
water at Gal Oya you are going to
store. But in preference to that
scheme you prefer to divert, with this
Diversion Scheme, the water and
store it where ?

Bewidm 5F%5) eI
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eeRemndw . J. P&
(Quré_ji erew. . efl&rwAman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

You have to build a reservoir to
store it.

aé 8. 8 & 8CD
(Qasorras &. 1. 9. Bovour)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Moragahakanda.

ARE o N O

(8. L afl Coareyuds)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Your Diversion Scheme can f{ill
only the existing tanks. I do not
know whether you can fill Parakrama
Samudra. When you can augment
Giritale, Minneriya, and fill Kaudulla,
you overflow it, take it to Kantalai
and from there send it out to the sea.

aé 8. 8 ¢ BCD
(@EG‘!’T.{T@J Q. LQD ;_9_ @-ﬁﬁmjﬂ’)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Elahara

DEC ot MNGD Dea.
(8. L ofl Crargyuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

What is the size of the reservoir
you can make ?

G)dl &. &. < aﬁfas
(Csorrar &. 19. iy Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Over one million acre feet, a big
one.

ABRE o' 6D e,
(B L ofl Crareyuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I do not know about a one million
acre feet reservoir near Elahara.

aé 8. 8. ¢ B8
(Qaorras &. (9. 1. Bveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Tt is called Moragahakanda.
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ARE o MmN .
(8@ L ofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
A million acres ?

ad 8. 8 ¢ 8D
(Qsorres &. (F. Hoveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Yes, a fairly big reservoir.

ARE o 2N D,

(8. Lofl Crareyuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

That is bigger than Gal Oya.

a& 8 8 ¢ 8
(Qsorreas &. (7. 19 Goveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Yes, it is a big reservoir.

RBRC o NN Do,
(8. of) Craremuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Now, what about the development
of electricity ? What is the amount
that can be developed by the reservoir
at Randenigala ? Are you going to
get anything like that amount
developed——

eeMmMIw V. I, S@&Boxy

(Q_r&L_i erow. ar. ROETGINZYTYY
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

In Moragahakanda there is no
hydro-electricity at all. It is only for
storing water.

- RRE o N D,
(B L of Crareyuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

There you are. And Randenigala
Reservoir stores more than 4% million
acre feet of water. But the Randeni-
gala scheme cannot be started, be-
cause there is the difficulty about
alienation in the Eastern Province.
It comes down to that. The Heda-
oya scheme cannot be started because
of the same problem that the hon.
Member for Akuressa (Dr. S. A.
Wickremasinghe) referred to.
The Malwatu-oya schemeiogannot dbe
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started because of the same problem.
So, it is high time that we settled that
problem. And the matter of pre-
ferring the diversion scheme to the
Randenigala Reservoir Scheme is
going to cost the country a tremen-
dous amount of money just because
of this particular problem.

Now, I want to draw the attention
of the Hon. Minister to a particular
passage in this Short-Term Imple-
mentation Programme. I do not
know who wrote this chapter on
agriculture. I am sure that the Hon.
Minister will not subscribe to this.
It is ridiculous and illogical.
Ultimately, there is nothing for
agriculture at the end of this. Now
what is going to be substituted ? Let
me read out the passage :

but they indicate a strong possibility
of profitable large-scale mechanised
fzarming on a diversified basis in the Dry
one.

That is in reference to the findings
of the Dry Zone Research Institute at
Maha Illuppallama.

Instead of this colonization and land
development, they suggest taking the
data of the Kurundankulame experi-
ment and, with that data, opening up,
on a mechanized form, large-scale
diversified agriculture in the Dry
Zone ; and for that purpose, they sug-
gest, in the next paragraph, a pilot
project.

I heard the hon. Member for Avis-
sawella (Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
reading large chunks of this
report in regard to Maha Illup-
pallama. What are the conclusions ?
That you have to be very careful
about the soil in that area——

8. 8. @l 9%28A» .
(B . F. gy (& Qi G )
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Tillage.

DAC oed NN s,

(8. Lofl Crar@uss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

—and the implements that you are

going to use, because the Hon. Min-
isterds well aware-of the fact that our
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soil there is very shallow. Through-
out the Dry Zone we have very
shallow soil—only a few inches. In
contrast, in certain parts of Indonesia
the top soil is five to six feet. Ours is
only a few inches; and unless the
proper instruments are used, one has
to be very careful and cautious, lest
the area is rendered a desert very
soon. I can assure you that if you
are going to have large-scale mecha-
nized farming, it will be the ruin of
that area.

. on. 6.30

But, strangely enough, this very
report talks of mixed farming in that
area. Now, mixed farming and highly
mechanized farming are not very
compatible. The essence of mixed
farming is in the utilization of the
cattle or the horses, or whatever you
use, for some of your tillage opera-
tions, while at the same time using
the dung to improve the organic con-
tent of the soil.

1 am reminded, Mr. Chairman, of a
very interesting story of a farmer in
England who was shown some years
back the latest tractor. He had a look
at it. He went round, and suddenly
he was found looking underneath and
above from behind the tractor. He
was asked what he was doing. He
said “I am trying to find out whether
the dung is going to come out ”.

Now, Sir, especially when you are
dealing with shallow soils which are
found in certain places in the Dry
Zone, about one inch or two inches
thick, you have got to protect that
top soil, and mechanized cultivation
on a large scale without much
thought, would result undoubtedly in
the ruin of that very soil. It will be
even a worse mistake than advanced
colonization.

I do say mechanization is possible.
It has to be done carefully, and the
implements that are to be used have
to be carefully selected.

Bewuldm 9573 VeBACH
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& 8 @b @RI Sw.
(Bm. . 9. i e ser)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

You say large scale farming cannot
be done ?

RRE ot 25N Do
(8m. Lt ofl Crear@uiss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I do not say that. One has to be
very careful about it.

There is one other matter. I do not
know whether it comes under the
Minister . It is about the purchase
of rice from these millers.

ad & 8. ¢ BCD
(Qzorray &. 1F. 19 Goveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Not purchases from millers.
the milling hire.

It is

RARE o NNwD .
(B L ofl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I understand that a circular has
been sent out.

8. 8. @d. @diA» .
(8. w©. . . @& QUi GG )
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
It has been withdrawn.

RAE otd NnNwD Den.
(8. L ofl Coar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
Have you withdrawn it ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8C
(Qsorreu &. F. 19 Reveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

There was a certain amount of con-
fusion. In fact, they have been
told——

8. 8. @8 @I .

(5. 1. F. Y. @ewreur sear)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Modified, at least.
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o 8 8. ¢ 8

(Qsorrar &. 1F. 9. ovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It is in three parts. I have asked
for a 51 per cent. instead of a 50 per
cent. return in rice from parboiled
paddy. All this time it has been 50
per cent. for one hundred bushels of
paddy ; they got 50 bushels of rice.
And if you mill raw, you wanted 501
instead of 50. That was the first
point. The second point was also
the reduction in the hire for parboiled
rice, from 89 cents to 72 cents, I
believe.

RAE ot »NNwD® .
(B L ofl Crareyuds)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I have got the figures here.

6351 &. 8. < 53(3’“ &

(Qaorray &. 1. 19 Hoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

And the other thing was they
should convert their machinery for
milling raw rice. That was with-
drawn.

RVE o N D,

(D L ofl Crara@uss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I cannot understand why the direc-
tion to convert all the rice mills to
mill raw rice was ever issued. The
outturn of raw rice when it is milled
is less than the boiled rice.

ad & 8. ¢ 8D

(Qzerrey &. 7. 19 Aeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

They give the same percentage.

DRE o NN V.

(8. i ofl Crareuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Surely the Hon. Minister knows
very well that the percentage of
breakages when you mill raw rice is
much more than in the case of par-
boiled rice.
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What does the Ministry try to do ?
It issues a circular that rice mills
should mill raw rice in future, to get
a smaller outcome! I do not know
by what reasoning the circular was
sent, and what are the figures that are
now there. The old rates for millers
was 50 per cent. outturn; that is,
for every 100 bushels you get 50
bushels of rice. The new rate is 51.
But your Government mills’ rate is
47 to 48. How do you explain that 7
In your Government mills, from 100
bushels of paddy, your outturn is only
47 to 48.

8 8. @8 9202da» Owu.

(Bm. 2. 1S, oyi. @enreur s6r)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Most of the irregularities are in
the Government mills.

AE otd NN Dew.

(8. L ofl Crar@yuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

You are allowing your Government
mills——

oS 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qserras &. 1G. 19- FAeveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I am not.

QRE ot 20BN D
(8. L ofl Coar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Oh yes, you are. You are paying
at this rate.

ad & 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaorra &. (F. 19 Bovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I have asked the Director of Agra-
rian Services and the technical men
to check up the whole lot.

DAE o »NNwD .

(8w i ofl Corareyuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

You may check up. You have been
paying the private miller at this rate
ofubBidbushels which you have now
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stepped up to 51.
inefficiency of your Government
mills. You were paying the millers
87 cents per bushel and now the new
rate is 723 cents, but at your Govern-
ment mills it costs Rs. 1.10 a bushel.

That shows the

o& 8. 8. ¢ 8C D
(Qaorrar &. 7. 1y fovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I do not think so.

RAE ot N e,

(8. L ofl Coareyuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

That is so. You look up the figures.
It costs you at your Government
mills Rs. 1.10 a bushel while you pay
the private people 87 cents and now
you have brought it down to 721
cents. What does that show ?

8. D @, 9RIEAD e
(8@ . 9. yi. @erarsar)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

Inefficient work and
robbing.

efficient

ARE o sMNw® .
(8. L afl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

The appropriate comment has come
from the hon. Member for Kottawa
and it is needless for me to say any-
thing further. That is all I wish to
Ering to the notice of the hon. Mem-

ers.

Ty EC ohE Comd .
@)

(8. ovrarell QurevdQsr. —/fd &
&6 ) .
(Mr. Stanley Molligoda—Nivitigala)

I do not intend to make a lengthy
speech, but I do intend to make a few
comments on the Department of
Agriculture. An analysis of Ceylon’s
food problem all point out today to
an ineffective agricultural programme
in this country, a short-fall in the
production of food which has just
led to an increase in the food imports
and a larger outflow of foreign ex-
change from this countoy;edThe

(53853
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economy of the country continues to
depend on tea, rubber and coconut
and no attempt has been made up to-
date to investigate the possibility of
developing other exportable agri-
cultural products in this country.
It is a well-known fact that agricul-
tural production has crawled along
but the expenditure on agriculture
has steadily increased.

Three factors have contributed to
these failures, firstly, the low stand-
ards of living among our people,
secondly, increase in poverty which
is found in all parts of our country,
and, thirdly, disgruntled peasantry
which had so much of expectation
when the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
was formed on 21st July, 1960.
Nothing can change this position than
an invigorated agricultural pro-
gramme to be implemented on econo-
mic lines. I am sorry to say that the
Agricultural Department has let this
country down. Are we going to allow
them to continue with their abortive
efforts ? An honest investigation is
immediately called for and drastic
action has to be taken to correct the
root causes of these failures. Much
expenditure has been incurred in the
name of agricultural research but the
results of this research have not
materially influenced production, for
example, the considerable efforts
expended on the cultivation of paddy
have not resulted in any significant
increase in paddy yields. In despera-
tion Ceylon has had to adopt the
Japanese method of paddy cultivation
in order to achieve a more fruitful
result.

Years of research in the cultivation
of chillies, onions and other subsi-
diary food crops have still not helped
us to be self-sufficient in these essen-
tial commodities.

Is it not time to reassess the contri-
bution, if any, that the Department
of Agriculture has made towards in-
creasing production ? I am glad—and
I think everyone in this country
should be glad—to highlight the
signal contribution of a very junior
officer of the Department of Agri-
culture,one Mr. Weeraratne, who has
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selected and released the promising
pureline variety of H4 ; but it is re-
grettable that this variety is not
being used in many parts of the coun-
try yet.

In the field of fruit culture the
department’s efforts have been
equally abortive. Oranges, mangoes
and other fruits continue to be im-
ported into Ceylon, whereas we
should really be developing an export
trade in fruits. The orange planta-
tions in Bibile are almost dead. The
cashew plantation in Pasyala has
failed and appears to be something
alien to the Department of Agricul-
ture.

Can we afford to overlook this
gross neglect any longer ? The high
prices of vegetables has raised the
cost of living appreciably, and
nothing has been done even to pro-
vide an adequate supply of vegetable
seeds to would-be growers. Vast
quantities of vegetable seeds are im-
ported by dealers and sold at exor-
bitant prices to cultivators.

The efforts of the Department of
Agriculture on the production side
depict yet another sad story. The
cotton, sugar cane and potato pro-
jects have all failed.

&, oo, 6.45

BNV RSy
(o5& rraeari)
(The Chairman)

Order, please ! The Deputy Chair-
man of Committees will now take
the Chair.

IDPGR  Bow L DSPNEDD rum
eusY QP BPowsY, mbm wwm WewlEs ey
SRS YGrwsmnded e,

SO EC e Comd ©ca.
(Bm. ev_rered QuorevellGame_ )
(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

I was speaking about the inability
of the Department of Agriculture to
reach the expected standards in
production. It has failed to reach the
targets, and failed miserably. For
example, let us take the potato
project, which is a classic instance. I
think it was first startedisomewhere
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in the year 1952. Then it was abon-
doned, and later started by the then
Department of Food Production. It
was abandoned for a short time again
and restarted by the Department of
Agriculture, I believe, somewhere in
1956 or 1957. In 1958 Dr. Pushkar-
nath, an expert, came from Simla.
He drew a rosy picture. He said there
were plenty of opportunities, and
even drew up a blueprint. The
former Director of Agriculture, Dr.
Chandraratne, proudly boasted that
he had a genius in charge of this
project and that Ceylon could be self-
sufficient in potatoes by the year 1961.
On the contrary, the cost of import-
ing potatoes reached an all time
record of Rs. 24.4 million in the year
1961! On a potato project which
was supposed to be technically
sound, millions of rupees have been
spent, but it has failed. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture must take the
responsibility for the millions spent
on it. The reason, to my mind,
appears to be that the project failed
for one reason. The Director him-
self, is not an agriculture man. He
himself is a botanist incapable of
evaluating an agricultural pro-
gramme. The person in charge of
this project, Mr. Abeygunawardena,
is himself a botanist. No wonder it
failed! Are we allowing millions to
go down drains because of these
persons who are not technically
trained?

This is a common feature in all the
activities of the Department of Agri-
culture. The sugar cane project is in
charge of a third class graduate in
botany. These characteristics are
found today even outside the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. For example
take the Tea Research Institute. The
plant pathologist, Dr. Vissier, has
either resigned or sent in his papers.
The reason is that the Director of the
T.R.IL, Dr. Gunn, the entomologist is
interfering here in other fields—he is
trying to direct the work and to
interfere. I warn this Government.
Tea is an important product and we
cannot allow the T.R.I. to be a ground
for intrigues, inquiries, disputes and
commotions. Such an atmosphere
will lead to adverse results. The
entire work at the T.R.I, I under-
standyis at a standstill.
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All this is because of one fact. In
the past, ten or fifteen years ago,
agriculture was not a popular subject,
a popular course of study. As such,
General Science graduates were
recruited to posts and placed in
charge of these departments. They
are yet continuing the same old
tradition and recruiting General
Science graduates. I think the Hon.
Minister has given a direction that
persons who have qualified in agri-
culture should be recruited. I con-
gratulate him on that, on seeing that
the Department of Agriculture will
in future recruit persons qualified in
agriculture to do this kind of work.
I think Ceylon is the only country in
the world where non-agriculture men
are placed in charge of departments
dealing with agriculture?

I feel that the Government has
been misled by the Department of
Agriculture. It is no wonder that
projects, however promising they
appear to be at the start, fall far
short of expectations. The Ministry
of Agriculture cannot afford to go on
the basis of inflated estimates of
potential yields, yields which fail to
materialize.

There is only one crop in Ceylon
in which we have achieved near
self-sufficiency, namely, tobacco.
This is largely due to the efforts of
tobacco companies. Are we to
assume that only private companies
can succeed in agricultural produc-
tion? Can Government never aspire
to succeed ? If this is so we can dis-
pense with the major portion of the
activities of the Department of Agri-
culture and save millions of rupees
every year.

Now, I am aware of the fact that
the Ministry of Agriculture has
appointed a committee to report on
State farms. This committee is com-
posed of the Government Valuer, an
accountant and an officer seconded
from the Department of National
Planning, and the Deputy Director of
the Research Department, Depart-
ment of Agriculture. This committee
has made judges out of witnesses. It
is best to call the investigation offy In
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its place the Government should
initiate an immediate inquiry into
the entire Department of Agriculture
so that we could get a realistic
appraisal of the reasons why the
department has failed.

Today, agriculture is in the hands
of non-agriculturists. Not only are
numerous botanists, chemists and
zoologists employed in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture but officers
trained in specialized branches are
also misused. For example, an officer
trained for sugar cane in India for
nearly three years has since served
at Batalagoda for work on rice and
at Bindunuwewa for work on pota-
toes. Thereafter he was appointed as
Research Assistant in tobacco. Now
he is the Tobacco Officer.

Another officer who worked on
tobacco for a number of years and
was trained for the same crop with
foreign aid was appointed to work on
rice at Hambantota. There is another
instance where a Colombo Plan
trainee who obtained a degree in
Agricultural Economics had been
first assigned to the Girls’ Farm
School, Kundasale, to teach Animal
Husbandry. That is how technical
training is wasted and foreign aid
misused in this country.

The Agricultural Department has
ruined this country in this manner.
The cumulative effect of all these
blunders has led to vast expenditure
on food imports.

Then I come to the proposed
Central Institute of Agricultural
Research. I hear that it is going to
be located at Peradeniya. Why
Peradeniya? All our agricultural’
land is either in Hambantota or in
the N. C. P. Is it not indeed regret-
table that the officers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture are still having
the colonial mentality of working in
a salubrious climate? The English
people preferred a salubrious climate
because the dry zone of this country
was something foreign to them. Yet
the local bureaucrats of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture are still follow-
ing the colonial mentality of living
and doing work in a salubrious
climate.o.nAround Peradeniya you get
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tea and rubber but not agriculture,
like rice. This institute should be
located correctly. Unless you locate
it correctly it will be another liability
on this country.

The position is the same with
regard to animal husbandry. It, too,
has stagnated in this country because
agriculture has failed.

Then I want to give this Govern-
ment a note of warning regarding
the proposed condensed milk factory
at Tamankaduwa. I hope the
Government would evaluate, first,
whether it would be a sound econo-
mic proposition.

o 8. 8. ¢ BCD

(Qaorras &. 7. 9 Qeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That place was fixed by an expert

called Mr. Anker as a possible site
for the condensed milk factory.

WO o Comd .

(B, ov_reref) Qurealtsr. )

(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

Then regarding food production
drives of the Government, I must say
that a food production drive is indeed
an admission of failure on the part
of the Department of Agriculture. If
the department has done good work
on research, if they have done a
sound job, I see no reason why we
should have food production drives.

I think the hon. Member for
Balangoda would bear witness that
last Saturday at the District Agri-
cultural Committee Meeting at
Ratnapura, this was one of the sub-
jects that we discussed on a circular
received from the Ministry. The
Extension Officer in Ratnapura has
selected three sites, one at Kuru-
wita, one at Balangoda and the
other at Panawenna. He was arguing
that they must first start with areas
where the yield is normally high.
The idea of the department is to get
a place where they get 60 bushels
per acre and then show that it has
increased to 62. They have no in-
tention or capacity whatsoeveroto
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take up a plot of land with a yield
of 15 bushels and increase it to 20.
The Extension Officer at Ratnapura
has selected some of the best sites,
the areas with the highest yield. The
four Members present, namely, my-
self and the hon. Members for
Balangoda, Ratnapura and Kalawana
bear witness to that. He had
selected the best sites in Ratnapura
District. What I wish to know is
whether the pilot schemes are
meant for places with high yields or
low yields.

ad & 8. ¢ BT
(Qzorros &. 19. 1. Hevaurr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Giving low yields.

O E o Commd .

(Sm. ov_raref] QuraelQsre )

(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

But the hon. Member for Balan-
goda will bear witness that the
officer was arguing that these places
were selected because they were
giving high yields and that the
Director of Agriculture’s instruc-
tions to him were to select places
giving high yields.

There must be a commission of
inquiry to inquire into malpractices
and, in particular, the failures of the
Department of Agriculture. Every
officer should be evaluated on his
performance, and by not doing so it
is becoming a constant headache
and a habit.

Whatever criticism I make of the
Department of Agriculture it is not
made through ill-will, spite or
hatred of any particular officer ; I do
not personally know some of them ;
but at this juncture such criticism is
really necessary in order to enable
us to produce more food so that they
may not cut, not half but one
measure, from the ration of the
people next year.

With regard to my constituency, it
is an area with very low yields in
respect of paddy cultivation. The
average production is between
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fifteen to twenty-five bushels per
acre. The Department of Agriculture
has taken no interest up to-date to
help in increasing the yield of the
poor peasants in my area. Even
scientific manuring is something un-
known to them ; it is even foreign to
them. Particularly in the Kukul
and Navadun korales in the Ratna-
pura District you get different types
of soil. Once a month or so the
cultivation committee takes some
specimens of the soil and sends
them somewhere for examination or
some such thing, apparently to find
out what sort of manure is suitable
for use on these soils, but yet the
people living in these korales have
not got an answer from the
Department of Agriculture.

. 8 3. 08D Ow. (gd® 6cd®
05y 5)

(@l a. ob. erov. omifg— 9@ piar
QrewrL_rin oymE s sar)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed—Second Aku-
rana)

Where do
specimens ?

they send these

T E o Comd Dcw.

(Ep. ovrarell QuoraelQsre )

(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

They give them to the agricultural
instructor who in turn forwards
them to the D.AE.O. who, they
say, sends them to Peradeniya. At
the D.A.C. meeting this particular
officer says he has sent several
specimens of the soil but he has
received no answer from Peradeniya.

HED @,

(meu anbs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Even soil is not safe these days!

Ty E o Bomd @cn.
(‘Q@ ew_rerell Quoravelasme )
(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

I do not want to refer in detail but
I would wish to make one or two
points on the Chandrikawewa

Bewldm Os¥E @eTRVC®
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scheme. Over one thousand families
are settled on this scheme and yet
they have given no water. We now
hear that water is to be given in
1963, but I pity the plight of these
poor settlers. The Irrigation Depart-
ment has failed to give water in
time in Chandrikawewa as they
failed in Kaltota in the electorate of
my good Friend the hon. Member for
Balangoda. 1 think, they are deli-
berately delaying this work because
there is some racketeering going on
—so they say—between some con-
tractors and the Irrigation Depart-
ment. I hope the Hon. Minister will
investigate this matter. I also hope
the Ministry will take these matters
seriously. Particularly as the Hon.
Minister is burdened with so many
departments and so many Ministries,
he is the only person to whom the
country can look up to rescue it and
it is by increasing the yields of our
paddy fields and by food production
that he can save our country. I hope
the Hon. Minister will investigate
the work of the Department of Agri-
culture and put things right and
save Ceylon from this economic
crisis.

g. 0. 7

DR D IS ond Dean.
(8. eri_wear Frs&Csmy. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I wish to make a few observations
regarding the Department of Agri-
culture and the Department of Land
Development.

We have been used to hearing
from Hon. Ministers and from hon.
Members of the Government perty
that there was a revolution in 1956.
From time to time we are asked not
to forget what happened in 1956. It
is not enough to talk about the so-
called revolution of 1956, it will be
necessary to look back and to ascer-
tain what followed after the so-called
revolution of 1956 and what were the
tasks that were performed by the
Government in the various fields of
development.

I am glad that we are on the sub-
ject of the departments of Agricul-
ture and Land Development and I
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propose to make some observations
which will indicate the nature of the
revolution that took place in 1956.
We have heard during the last few
days a number of speeches from hon:
Members from both sides of the
House and whatever differences of
opinion there may be between
Members and Members, between
Government and Opposition, there
seems to be a general agreement that
the work of the departments of Agri-
culture and Land Development has
failed and failed miserably.

The last speaker, the hon. Member
for Nivitigala, quite rudely but cor-
rectly stated that the Agricultural
Department has not only been found
wanting but has brought ruin to this
country and that it has failed and
failed miserably. It is indeed a very
serious situation for the country
when we have after so many years
to say publicly, on a very important
matter that concerns the people of
this country, that this Government
and the past Governments have
failed.

There are many reasons for this
failure and the reasons go much be-
yond the year 1956. Let us accept
that. You will remember that from
time to time during the last six years
hon. Members of the Opposition
benches had occasion to make seri-
ous criticisms with regard to agri-
cultural policy. You will remember
that we of the Left Opposition, the
Members of the L. S. S. P., the C. P.
and others, pointed out year after
year to the first Bandaranaike Gov-
ernment and its Minister of Agri-
culture, right up to now, that their
land development policy would
prove ruinous to this country. We
said that even before 1956, to the
U. N. P. Government. We pointed
out to the Bandaranaike Government
that it was following in the footsteps
of the U. N. P. Government in the
matter of land development and land
policy. But our warnings fell on
deaf ears and today we are in this
sad plight.

I am glad to be speaking after the
speech of the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition. I was anxious:tol know
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what the U. N. P. had to say on this
question of land policy today in the
light of what has happened in the
past. I was anxious to know how
the Government felt about this
question, particularly in the light gf
what appears in Chapter 13 of their
Draft Short-Term Implementation
Programme. The Hon. Leader of tpe
Opposition was thoroughly dis-
turbed about the contents of this
chapter entitled, “ Non-export Agri-
culture, Irrigation and Land Develop-
ment ” where the land policy of the
past has received a certain amount
of review. Let me straightway say
that it is a depressing picture that
is shown in this Short-Term Imple-
mentation Programme. I do not
know who the author of this publi-
cation is, but I see that the Prime
Minister has signed it. A most
depressing picture is painted in this -
programme. In the Ten-Year Plan
they said a lot of things. Even on
that we had much to say by way of
criticism. We said that even the
Ten-Year Plan fell far short of what
was necessary for the future develop-
ment of this country. However, in
this dark picture that is painted in
this Three-Year Programme I see
some little light, and that light is to
be gathered from chapter 13—Non-
export Agriculture—which, curious-
ly, has disturbed the Hon. Leader of
the Opposition. I am not surprised,
because this chapter contains eriti-
cism not only of the land policy of
this Government but also of the land
policies of the late Mr. D. S. Sena-
nayake, started way back in 1935.
Although the Government, and this
document, do not draw the correct
conclusions from the pertinent criti-
cisms that they have made, neverthe-
less it is necessary to highlight these
criticisms of past land policy which
is absolutely necessary if we are to
make any progress in the future.

What has been the so-called policy
of the past ? Roughly, it was during
the 1930’s that Mr. D. S. Senanayake
who, at that time, was interested in
this question of land development
who was responsible for introducing
the Land Development Ordinance

vhichioprevented the alienation of
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land which continued up to that time
and which would have otherwise
been ruinous to the people of this
country. Let us give him credit for
that ; he deserves credit for that.
Thereafter, Mr. Senanayake was in
the Government, shall I say, of the
Ceylon National Congress. We were
not used to that term because
although the Ceylon National Con-
gress was there and Mr. Senanayake
was in it and a number of other hon.
Members were in it we were not used
to the then Government of the Ceylon
National Congress. But in the im-
perialist days they were the Ministers
and they had a great deal of power.

g. e». 745

This question of land development
was looked at somewhat emotionally.
Mr. Senanayake was fond of the land.
He used to say that he was of the
land and he was very fond of the
land. There is no doubt about that.
But his approach, and of those who
followed him—Mr. Bandaranaike and
also the Bandaranaike Government—
was an emotional attitude towards
the question of land development,
They looked at the question of food
production in the light of the past
history of this country when Ceylon
was supposed to have been the
“ Granary of the East.” They looked
at the waste land, the tanks that had
gone out of use, the fact that we were
importing so much of rice and they
thought : “We must concentrate on
the production of paddy ”.

There is nothing wrong in that.
What is wrong is the emotional
attitude, the desire to get down to the
question of paddy production regard-
less of the cost to the country, of the
returns to the country, merely
because in the past we were self-
sufficient in paddy and merely
because there was “a healthy
peasantry ” as he used to call it. In
the present day, modern conditions,
it is possible to do what was done in
the past regardless of expenditure. It
will be seen that there are about 3%
million acres of land available out of
which about 8% lakhs of acres, are
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irrigable land and so it was decided
that this land should be developed.
Therefore, the Government got down
to the question of providing irriga-
tion facilities for the development of
land for paddy cultivation. Together
with the development or irrigable
land, they visualized the develop-
ment of high land, of course without
very much of an objective. They
thought that once the irrigable land
was developed, somehow or other the
high land would also be developed.

After 1947, this policy was vigor-
ously pursued. Year after year a
large amount of money was spent on
irrigation. The main idea was fto
produce as much paddy as possible.
Some idea of the amount invested on
this type of land development would
be gathered from the figures now
available.

In 1954, the U. N. P. Government,
in its Six-Year Plan, gave the follow-
ing estimates of expenditure on land
development for the three years
1954-55, 1955 and 1956. In 1954-55, the
estimate was Rs. 109,017,000 ; in 1955,
Rs. 110,912,000; and in 1956,
Rs. 122,311,000. With regard to 1956,
the figure may not be correct, because
this is an estimate that the U. N. P.
Government expected to spend in
that year. Thereafter, we have got
the actual figures for the years
1958-59, 1959-60 and 1960-61. In
1958-59, we have spent Rs. 102.73
million ; in 1959-60, Rs. 96.4 million ;
and in 1960-61, Rs. 111.15 million. At
page 119 of the Short-Term Imple-
mentation Programme, you find these
fisures are for irrigation and land
development including investment in
colonists’ houses, civic buildings,
village expansion lands, houses, etc.
You will see that over Rs. 100 million
has been yearly invested during the
last decade to implement this land
policy.

Now, these were the investments
referred to by hon. Members from
time to time when Budgets were dis-
cussed and when they criticized the
past land policy of the U. N. P. and
S. L. F. P. Governments. It is time
that the people understood the results
of the land policy of the U. N. F.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2717
Sedd® emQduny wewwm, 1962-63

which was continued both by the
M. E. P. and S. L. F. P. Governments.
I thought that when the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition dealt with this
chapter in the Short-Term Implemen-
tation Programme—which he referred
to as a meaningless chapter, as a
chapter he could not understand—he
would throw a little light on the
picture. The fact of the matter is
that this is the result of the land
policy of the U. N. P. which was
followed by the Bandaranaike
Governments.

Since the ultimate economic justifica-
tion for the investment

that is, nearly Rs. 100 million per
year—

is not the acreage developed, but the out-
put therefrom, it is necessary to assess
the value of production from the lands
opened out each year wunder these
schemes. Since the highland allotments

are not put to much productive use, almost

the entire production from a colonisa-
tion allotment would be from the three
acre paddy lot. On this basis it is calculat-
ed that the rice produced on the lands
colonised annually (taking the average
alienations of the last seven years) would
be sufficient to feed only 1/5th of our
annual increment in population. If the
average alienations of the last three years
were taken into consideration, however,
the corresponding production would be
sufficient to meet the rice requirements
of only 1/10th of the annual increase in
population.

That is only one aspect of the
matter. It is very important to look
into the other aspects. It says
further :

Two conclusions emerge from this:
firstly, it is clear that the total contribu-
tion of this sector has not been such, and
will not be such, as to make any signi-
ficant contribution to our food, national
income, and foreign exchange position at
this critical period of our economic deve-
lopment.

That is the only little light in this
dark picture.

Secondly, the limits of physical capacity
of performance by the departments con-
cerned, and the limits of financial provi-
sion by government, having been reached,
no significant expansion in acreages
irrigated or developed can be expected
on the lines of policy hitherta folicwed:

6
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Is there anything more to say on
this question of land policy and land
development ? It is a definite criti-
cism. When the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition was referring to this chap-
ter, the Hon. Minister of Finance was
not very happy about it. I noticed
his reactions. We would like to know
by and by what he has to show in
this regard. I will not anticipate him
because he has not spoken.

Let us look at the employment
question. The Hon. Leader of the
Opposition said that owing to there
being pressure on land in the Wet
Zone, the surplus population must be
given opportunities for land develop-
ment.

It goes on to say—

On the basis of average alienations over
the last 7 years, and on the assumption
that each allotment (together with the
secondary - employment generated by
these schemes) provides employment to
two persons, an average of 5,730 persons
would have been provided employment
each year as a result of these schemes.

Now where do we stand in regard
to the solution of unemployment ?
What is the relation of that figure to
the total unemployment problem ?
This is the position about that as
stated on the same page.

Moreover, although their contribution
from the point of view of employment has
been greater than from other schemes in
the public sector, it must be noted that
their contribution in terms wof the total
unemployment problem has not been too
significant, the number so employed re-
presenting only 5.6 per cent. of the
average annual increase in workforce
during these years.

That is the position. Furthermore,
the average cost of providing
employment under these schemes
would vary from Rs. 7,500 to Rs. 8,500
per worker. On the same page it is
stated that small types of industries
would cost, not Rs. 8,500, but about
Rs. 2,000 per worker. It costs about
Rs.2,000 per worker in a small seale
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industry whereas under land deve-
lopment it costs Rs. 8,500. They say
that these projects suffer from the
disadvantage of unduly long gesta-
tion periods. These projects take
sometimes from 10 to 18 years. That
is the period that is necessary for the
completion of these projects and,
what is more, they say, “ Many of
these projects do not pay back their
full cost to the country even after
50 years”. These are startling facts-
Let us draw the proper conclusions.
At the bottom of page 122 of the
Short-Term Implementation Pro-
gramme you find this :

A detailed appraisal of two typical
projects, viz. Mahakandarawa and Ra-
janganawewa schemes has revealed that
their benefit cost ratios are 0.56 and 0.67,
respectively.... It has been found how-
ever that these projects do not yield an
economic return even over a period of
100 years.

Now, where are we going ? We are
spending Rs. 100 million year after
year, and we continue to spend, and
we are not likely to reap the benefit
even in 100 years. Let me read

further :

The Government gets no financial re-
turn from these schemes.

That is a very important matter.
Further :

Instead of providing a financial return
to Government, these schemes constitute
a continuing drain on Government
resources.

What is the correct position ? Even
after providing everything in view
of the fact that there are wvarious
subsidies in these schemes and after
everything is over the Government
spends in order to maintain a single
colonist approximately Rs. 1,000 per
year. It is a most serious situation.
According to the same draft pro-
gramme, it costs the Government
Rs. 15,000 to Rs. 18,000 per colonist
in order to put him there today.

Quite rightly, in this chapter, those
who drew up this document, counter-
signed by the Prime Minister, draw
certain conclusions :

It has become abundantly clear,
therefore, that a re-orientation of

policy is needed in the field of ‘agri-
culture. Firstly, a shift ofvemphasis
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is required to less capital-intensive,
more profitable, and quicker yielding
projects with a view to making an
immediate impact on our food and
foreign exchange problems.

It is heartening to note that they con-
sider a re-orientation of policy is
needed. As to what this re-orienta-
tion is a separate matter. Now their
final conclusions are at page 125 :

It is, therefore, clear that
substantial economies can be achiev-
ed if projects are constructed over
the optimum period. This has not
been possible in the past since, due
to the Government decision to
undertake the maximum number of
works, more works have been taken
up than could be handled at any one
time. Since the Department of
Irrigation already has on its hands
committed works to the wvalue of
Rs. 357 million and since this repre-
sents more work than the Depart-
ment can handle effectively at a
given time, the Government has
decided in principle that no more
new works will be approved for con-
struction till a large part of these
committed works is completed,
Government has further decided that
even approved projects which have
not been commenced will be drop-
ped from the construction list for
the present.

That is the position with regard to
development of irrigable land.

Let us now come to the Dry Zone.
This is what is stated at page 136 of
the  Short-Term  Implementation
Programme :

The research work done at the Dry
Zone Research Institute at Maha
Illuppallama gives promise of the
evolution of such a method.
Research at this Institute has shown
that many crops can be grown with-
out irrigation in the Dry Zone
during Maha (and some crops dur-
ing the Yala season) on the basis of
a proper land classification, The
development of animal husbandry
also provides a basis for a profitable
%ystem of mixed farming in the Dry

one.

Those of us who criticized the
policv of land colonization over the
years have pointed out the utter
waste of this “ postage stamp agri-
culture ”, as we call it. The policy
of the U. N. P. of giving two acres
and a cow was followed by the two
succeeding S. L. F. P. Governments,
the only difference being that in the
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case of the S. L. F. P. Government it
became, instead of two acres and a
cow, one acre and a goat. That will
be a more appropriate way of refer-
ring to the policy of the S. L. F. P.
Government. We pointed out that
in all the developed countries this
system has been found wanting.
However much we may like to hark
back to the past and think of creating
an independent peasantry, we can-
not produce all the food and the
agricultural products to meet our
requirements if we continue on that
small scale of working uneconomic
units. Large-scale agriculture,
‘mechanized wherever possible, is
absolutely  necessary. That was
what we pointed out. At long last,
after so many years, in some corner

of this chapter, the Short-Term
Implementation Programme says
this :

The development of animal

husbandry also provides a basis for
a profitable system of mixed farming
in the Dry Zone. This however is
on patterns of land use and manage-
ment difficult of application within
the present pattern of peasant
colonization. The findings of this
Institute are not conclusive, but they
indicate a strong possibility of profit-
able large-scale mechanized farming
%n a diversified basis in the Dry
one.

That is the admission. What does
it mean ? It means that as long as we
continue this so-called pattern of
peasant colonization—two acres and
a cow to a colonist—we cannot think
in terms of developing the dry zone.
This applies not only to the dry zone
but also to other irrigable land.
Cultivation by individuals of two or
three acres at a time is utterly
uneconomical, and we have seen the
results. It is well and good to say
this. The question is, what are your
proposals ? Are you going to act on
these proposals You say, at long
last, that large-scale mechanized
farming is necessary. I trust you
have really accepted that policy. We
know that a lot of good things are
found in books and documents. But,
judging from the reactions of the
Hon. Minister to the remarks made
by the Hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion, I regret to say thatilcgot\{he
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impression that these things will
remain on paper and will never be
acted upon. Why do I say that? I
say that because in this Short-Term
Implementation Programme, while
they admit that past agricultural
policies, land development policies
and irrigation policies have ended in
failure, while they say that small-
scale agriculture has failed, no
proposals have been placed by this
Government in the Short-Term
Implementation Programme or In
any other documents to show that
the Government is now ready to act
on the basis of our past criticisms.

The most depressing fact that we
come up against is that we are
unaware of what is going to happen
in the future, in spite of the Govern-
ment’s intentions to economize on the
enormous sums spent on irrigation
and agricultural projects. But we
are sure of one thing. The poor
peasant is going to be squeezed'!
The peasant, the cultivator, the
colonist who is unable to find enough
to pay the yearly rental—the yearly
rental that accumulates because he
does not get sufficient returns for his
labours—is going to be called upon
to make further payments to make
good the losses this Government has
incurred ! This is what the Govern-
ment has decided to do: I am
reading from page 126 ; the reference
is to irrigation :

A reduction of costs and an increase in
the rate of construction can also be
achieved by economics in the process of
construction. This can be achieved
firstly by shifting the burden of some
part of the construction from the Govern-
ment to the colonists shoulders....

Yes, up to now the Government
undertook the construction of irriga-
tion channels. But now, lo and
behold !, the Government, out of the
love and affection they have for the
peasant, is asking him to take on a
little more of the burdens! The rice
cut has been condemned as casting
an unfair burden on the people. But
I can give you examples of still other
burdens that the Government is
proposing to place on the shoulders
of the peasants. They, of course
fortify themselves by saying— '
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In India, for instance, the beneficiaries
under a scheme construct or pay for the
cost of the field channels themselves, and
water is provided to blocks of 100 acres
Or more....

But here is the real burden—

Government has therefore decided that
colonists should be required to construct
a reasonable length of the field channels
themselves, and the practice of providing
individual pipe outlets to individual
fields, be abandoned. It is felt that this
departure will greatly hasten the rate
of provision of irrigation facilities, and
will provide a saving to Government of
approximately Rs. 400 per acre irrigated.

You can see how additional
burdens are going to be placed on
the peasants as a result of the econo-
mies that the Government is going to
introduce! The peasant is going to
be asked to construct the channels
and to take upon himself the costs
which will amount to Rs. 400 per
acre! What is more, some other
people are going to benefit in the
process. The Government says that
the construction of irrigation works
must be speeded up by Government
departments, that the P. W. D. has
not been fast enough, or that the
various departments are not efficient
enough and we are going to give it to
private contractors.

In the same way, the rate of construc-
tion of irrigation works can be speeded up
if a greater quantity of work is let out to
private contractors.

Recently, people in Gal Oya
brought it to the notice of the Gov-
ernment that the private contractor
has stepped in those parts as well
We thought that the Government
was interested in labour co-opera-
tives and handing over to them
whatever work they could under-
take. We have got a positive, cate-
gorical statement made on that
matter on page 127 :

Another factor inhibiting the speedy
construction of irrigation has been the
stipulation (in the interests of the co-
operative movement) that irrigation and
other construction work should necessarily
be given on contract to Co-operative
Societies wherever such Societies are
willing to take up construction . . . . This
has led to a number of mushroem Societies
accepting contracts which they, . are jnot
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able to fufil or becoming fronts for private
contractors who desire to exploit this
monopolistic situation.

That may be true, but what did
Government decide upon ?

Government has, therefore, decided to
warve this requirement so as to enable
the Irrigation Department to give the
work to private contractors where it ig
in the interests of efficient and expedi-
tious completion of the work.

J. 20. Y-8 Q. (9BWED
6cd® @'H)

(R@L1 @T. TF. TSSRT-LDTEET—IdL |_&
SOTLIL) @)TEwTL_mih OYES S ST )

(Mr. A. H, Macan-Markar—Second
Batticaloa)

They have been doing that for a
long time.

DRV D w@s N e:md Ocw.
(8lap. ori_wer FwrsGsry. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

For a number of months. I
suppose it will be continued. It is
important to know what further
burdens are proposed. The Irriga-
tion Department undertakes certain
work and it employs people. Now
they say that too much money is
going by way of wages to workers
and a wage cut is necessary. It is
stated on page 127:

It is also felt that there is scope for
recduction of costs by way of reduction of
rates paid by the Irrigation Department
for construction. Although a reduction in
rates has been achieved in the past few
years it is felt that a further reduction is
possible. Government has, therefore,
decided to establish a Committee consist-
ing of technical personnel presided over
by the Government Agent of each district,
to fix limits to the rates payable for
various types of work in each district or
division.

That is wage-cutting. You are
going to save by giving less to work-
ers who are employed by the Irriga-
tion Department.

RIOMEE 5 [OF
(&8 rrsari)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member has already taken
45 minutes.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2025
dul¥® ewmQdunmy wenm, 1962-63
DRV D S ond ®cw.
(8. erivar Fwré&tary.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I will not take very long although
I have got very important matters to

mention. 1 will not deal with that
aspect. I shall get on to another
matter.

You will see that the correct facts
and criticisms of the land policy have
been contained in Chapter 15 but the
correct conclusions have not been
drawn. I would like to know from
the Hon. Minister what his proposals
are in the light of the criticisms.
While you have a right to think in
terms of saving money where it is
unduly spent, you have no right to
throw all the burdens of irrigation
on the backs of the poor peasants
and workers of the Irrigation Depart-
ment. So much for Land Develop-
ment and land policy.

&. . T45

Several hon. Members have re-
ferred to various works undertaken
by the Department of Agriculture.
The department has come under very
serious criticism. As a matter of
fact, over the years the technical
officers, field officers, scientific men
in the department, have been in a
state of dissatisfaction and demora-
lization because they have found
that their energies, their interests
and their enthusiasm are all wasted
owing to a few powerful individuals
in the department who are hindering
the work of the department and
placing scientific officers in positions
~where their scientific knowledge
could not be used. They are in that
state of demoralization over the last
seven or eight years.—[Interrup-
tion.]—I am aware that they are in
that state after 1956, but they were
in the same position even prior to
that period.

What I am trying to say is this.
The two Bandaranaike Governments
have failed to understand what these
officers had to say. There was a
trade union called the Trade Union
Federation of Agricultural Em-
ployees. It was a very representa-
tive organization. Fromizdtimeooto
time they made represéntations to
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the Government from 1956, to the
then Minister of Agriculture and
thereafter to the present Minister.
Their complaint has been that they
did not even get a hearing. If I am
wrong I may be corrected. It is their
position that they did not get a hear-
ing from 1956. Very recently, as a
result of a situation of revolt the
Government permitted these officers
to make their representations. They
have provided valuable material,
which was known very much earlier
to this Government. They have
brought forward facts, not gathered
out of their imagination, but facts
and figures they have gathered over
the years from their own work.
These are very serious and very
honest criticisms.

Failure to act on the warnings of
these officers has resulted in colossal
waste and failure in whatever under-
taking the Department of Agricul-
ture engaged in. Let us take the
question of sugar as hon. Members
have referred to it. What is the
position we find here ? After all the
experimental stage was over it was
found that sugar cane could be
grown in this country, and wvery
successfully. The total value of our
sugar imports is nearly Rs. 100 mil-
lion. It was found that sugar cane
can not only be grown successfully
but also grown to give a very high
yield per acre. It was stated by the
experts that sugar cane cultivation
would even become comparable to
its other most potential competitor,
paddy.

There was a large market for
sugar. It was the view of experts,
according to the Ten-Year Plan, that
there was scope for six or seven
plants and that they could be cons-
tructed by 1968, which would make
this country self-sufficient in sugar.
That was the position by 1960. What
is the position today? The Ten-
Year Plan promised two factories in
1959, one in Kantalai and the other
in Gal Oya. We have these two
factories. The proposal was to have
Kantalai factory No. 2 and Walawe
factory No. 1, by 1962, and Walawe
factory No. 2 by 1965. Let us not
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mind the areas where the factories
were to be bhuilt, but let us consider
the position about the running of the
factories.

The sugar project alone is suffi-
cient to prove the total failure of the
Department of Agriculture and its
work. We find that due to a number
of factors—including the shortage of
labour in Kantalai—the programme
of land development and planting of
sugar has fallen short of target. On
the labour question we have got a
lot to say. Labour cannot just exist.
Labour will go where there is work.
Hundreds of people in this country
want work, not just pen-pushing
jobs, they are ready to work. But
they must have living wages and
conditions.

With regard to the plantations
they found that faulty germination
and lack of adequate staff have re-
sulted in yields far below expecta-
tion. The average yield of cane har-
vested was below 20 tons per acre,
less than half the yield expected.
They expected 40 tons per acre. It
was expected that there would be a
ten per cent. recovery, that is, pro-
duction of a ton of sugar for ten tons
of cane. The present results show a
four per cent. recovery which is ex-
tremely low. Where do we stand
with regard to self-sufficiency ? Local
production in 1964 will be only 7.5
per cent. of our requirements and
that is four years before the target
year—the final year—of 1968. More
than that I do not need to say on the
question of sugar.

I have got a lot to say about other
matters, but I think it is not fair for

me to take very much
more time. Still, I am com-
pelled to make certain com-

ments on the affairs of the Gal Oya
Board. Therefore will you permit me
to make a few very relevant observa-
tions on this question? The Gal Oya
Board and the work undertaken by
the board has been one of our major
development schemes. We should get
an opportunity of going into the facts
and finding out how far we have pro-
gressed and whether in fact the
money spent on Gal Oya’ has” been
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justified. Those are matters that
could be looked into another time.
But at a time when we are concern-
ed about saving money it is import-
ant to highlight the utter waste that
is taking place in the name of deve-
lopment under the Gal Oya Board.

When a new area is being develop-
ed we know that a pioneering spirit
takes people into those areas. They
suffer and live under terrible condi-
tions; they do not expect very many
comforts. That is how workers and
those others who contributed with
their flesh and blood to the Gal Oya
Scheme worked. But from the out-
set it has been pointed out that
while the workers and the employees
were living under terrible conditions
those at the top were living in air-
conditioned houses. I do not want go
into details but here are some of the
facts that have been placed before the
Hon. Minister. I would like to ask
him what he has to say about these
representations. These are irregula-
rities, malpractices and frauds which
have been brought to the notice of
the Government from time to time
and very lately too—in March this
year.

I have got facts relating to the
General Manager, It has been stated
that in the 1960-61 budget a sum of
Rs. 37,016 was utilized for repairs
and extensions to the bungalow of
the General Manager. This is exclu-
sive of sums spent on refurnishing
this bungalow which when added
comes to a total of Rs. 40,000. The
bungalow without this extension cost
the Board Rs. 85,000. Before the ex-
tension was done three resident
managers lived in it one after an-
other, and one of them had a large
family. The  present Resident
Manager, Mr. Neville Jayaweera,
has no children; he lives there with
a wife and one servant, The irrespon-
sible manner in which money has
been spent can be judged from the
fact that large sections of the labour
force live without proper housing.

Representations have been made
against the Resident Manager to the
Hon. Minister by many organizations
including the one I referred to,
namely,n the Gal-oya Development
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Board Agricultural and Factory
Workers’ Union, Amparai. They
charge the Board with favouritism.
They say that the Board has given
special consideration to Mr. Jaya-
weera. He was given Rs. 1,000 in Sep-
tember, 1961, as a distress loan on
special grounds whereas he, as the
Resident Manager had refused work-
men’s applications in respect of
maternity cases amounting to Rs. 100
or less. But for reasons best known
to Mr. Jayaweera two of these appli-
cations were allowed in February,
1962. This is the officer who is called
upon to handle millions of rupees
allocated to the Board for national
development. @ Mr. Jayaweera is a
very important and powerful person,
according to the allegations. I should
be happy if I were proved wrong,
but these are the representations
made to me.

Mr. Jayaweera is permitted to
bring into the Service his close asso-
ciates and relatives. At the moment
he has appointed one of them as his
deputy on a high salary. Allegations
have been made that all manner of
persons have been employed under
the Board. We have always pleaded
in this House that persons who have
been to jail should not be excluded
from employment; we have even
pleaded the cause of I. R. Cs. But
that does not mean that we can afford
to put in responsible positions persons
who have bad records, especially
where money is concerned. I do not
want to mention names, but the Hon.
Minister has got before him these
representations and he knows whom I
am referring to. The person con-
cerned is supposed to be holding a
high post. He is a person with a bad
- past, one who had been dismissed
from Government Service for all
manner of offences. This is not the
type of person to be put in charge
of ventures where there is no possibi-
lity of supervision as you have in
other places.

The next charge that is made is
that money is being unnecessarily
wasted. One would have thought that
an organization like theoGn-0.0D.-B:
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would settle matters relating to
labour across the table with labour’s
representatives without much expen-
diture of time or money. But what
happens instead ? The Board spetnds
huge sums of money on labour trﬂpu—
nals and on lawyers. Some pending
cases have been mentioned : there is
the case of Mr. Haniffa, costing
officer, equipment branch ; his case
has been pending since September,
1961 ; then there are the cases of Mr.
Leelaratne and Mr. Dharmakeerthi
which also have been pending since
September, 1961. There is the case of
Mr. Pushparatnam of the Stores
Branch which has been pending from
1961. There is the case of Mr. S. C.
Arasaratnam of A. C. E’s Branch
which has been decided after one and
a half years.

& e, 8

Then in regard to promotions,
workers in the lower rungs find it
very difficult to get promotions but
it is the charge of this union that Mr.
Jayaweera not only delays promo-
tions but makes irregular appoint-
ments and promotes people whom he
wants.

These are some of the allegations
that are made. @ When the post of
Superintendent of Stores was adver-
tised two of the applicants were K. C.
Fernando and Vitharne. One of the
requirements in the advertisement
was 10 years’ experience in stores
work. Mr. Vitharne was a graduate
with over ten years experience in
stores work both in the Board and
private firms and was also Secretary
of the Tender Board. He was pro-
mised this post by an earlier letter.
Mr. K. C. Fernando a Class I clerical
servant who had no experience in
stores work and who did not have any
qualifications was appointed. That
was an irregular appointment. I do
not want to go into the details in all
these cases. There was the case of
Mr. Hewavitta. Then there was a
Mr. Proctor who was appointed as
Deputy-Equipment Manager. He was
a,Deputy-Engineer in the Irrigation
Department. He was seconded to that
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post but he is qualified only in irriga-
tion work. Those who have made
these representations say that that
was an irregular appointment. Then

there is the case of Miss Suriya-
rachchi.

Then in regard to road work,
this is entrusted to people who are
inexperienced with the result that
there is colossal waste. This union
charges the Board with complete
failure in not completing the Siyam-
balanduwa road, within the three
months period as assured by a cer-
tain engineer. There are a number
of cases where road work has been
given to inexperienced people with
considerable loss to the Board.

The construction of cottages cost a
lot. Mr. Thambipillai has been ap-
pointed Assistant Engineer, Build-
ings. His appointment has been
challenged by this union. About 900
cottages for workmen in the Sugar
Industrial Works was given on con-
tract at Rs. 11,000 per cottage. They
were completed in 1958. Within
three years several of these cottages
needed very heavy maintenance and
involved expenditure for repairs.
These are in Gal Oya.

With regard to repair works, the
workshop in Gal Oya is supposed to
be very good and could undertake
even very difficult jobs but we find
from time to time that the servicing
of machines is not undertaken by
them, they are not sent to the work-
shops but they are sent to
Messrs. Walkers. This is what the
Union says :

“ Gal Dya workshop is tops in the East.
There is a machine service organization
with all the implements. There is a well-
trained staff there but did not the Board
sign an agreement with Messrs. Brown
and Co., for Rs. 8,000 in 1960, and for
Rs. 12,000 in 1961, and pay these
amounts to Messrs. Brown and Co.?”

That is another charge that is
levelled at this Board.

Then, I come to the question of the
strike of the workers at the Gal Oyva
ractory. 1 do not want to go into
details, but I will be failing in my
duty on behalf of the workers if I did
not say that the Board and the Min-
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ister failed to settle the strike—
which would not only have prevent-
ed a prolonged strike but also have
resulted in considerable saving to
the Government. It would have
prevented a tremendous loss for this
factory as a result of the employment
in the factory of unskilled labour and
people unused to factory work.

I myself visited Gal Oya. I saw the
Members of the Board and had dis-
cussions with them. They were
about to settle the strike within a
couple of days. I do not know who
is speaking the truth, but when I
went I was told that they got instrue-
tions from the Hon. Minister not to
settle the strike. I reported this to
the Hon. Minister. If it was his posi-
tion that he never gave those instruc-
tions in his capacity as Minister, and
he knew that the management at Gal
Oya took up that position, it was his
duty to have intervened and settled
the strike. But he did nothing of the
sort. The strike went on and even-
tually failed ; that was quite natural.
Perhaps it gave some comfort to
Members of the Government who
were looking forward to breaking the
strike. The Board did not mind
spending Rs. 5.50 for a pioneer but it
was most concerned over paying
Rs. 3.50 or more, together with the
various other demands, to the work-
ers at the factory.

These workers, over the last one
year, had been asking for what is
called a job evaluation. They had
several discussions with the manage-
ment. After about a year the
management said they had nobody to
do this job evaluation. When the
workers asked for transport from the
factory to their homes, they were
refused. I am sure, Mr. Chairman,
you have been to Gal Oya and Kan-
talai factories. The workers in the
Gal Oya factory have to travel a dis-
tance of five to eight miles. It is
difficult after a day’s work to walk
five to eight miles. But the officers
are given transport. When the work-
ers asked for transport, they were
told that it was an unreasonable
demand.

If the Gal Oya Board are interested

in the efficient functioning of the
Sugar. Factory, they have to be
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conscious of the legitimate needs of
the workers who alone can make the
factory a success. We have to see
that the Gal Oya and Kantalai Sugar
Factories are a success. Self-suffi-
ciency in sugar will mean a saving
of Rs. 100 million. That cannot be
achieved as long as the bureaucracy
at Gal Oya are utterly unconcerned
with the problems of the workers and
live in a state of luxury. It is not
correct that they should live in
luxury when everybody is expected
to undergo hardships, true to the
pioneering spirit. We have to put a
stop to this wastage of money that
goes under the name of development

I do not want to say anything
more than this, as I have taken a
considerable length of time. There
are a number of other matters like
the question of land acquisition, and
so on, which I wanted to speak on,
but I shall not take any further time
of the House as I find a number of
other hon. Members waiting to speak
on this Vote.

8. 8. . Sdodwd dwn. (ST 6w)

(8. . §. yi. FrCssar—Q@)rsSHer
yifl)

(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera—Ratnapura)

I am not going into details in
regard to matters that normally arise
when we discuss the Estimates
pertaining to Agriculture, but there
are a few points I wish to raise,
especially as I consider that the
present crisis we are facing is more
a food crisis than a financial erisis.
I have always criticized the Ministry
and the Department of Agriculture
for being responsible to a great
extent for the plight our country is
facing today. Why I call this crisis
a food crisis is that Ceylon is faced
with a problem where the population
is increasing, and food production,
apart from covering up the backlog
of so many years, is even falling
below what it was in the past when
compared to the population in the
country.

I agree one hundred per cent with
the statements made by the
hon. Member for Bulathsinhala
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody) rasfar
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as trade unions are concerned. I have
mentioned several times to the
Hon. Minister about the federation
of trade unions in the Agricultural
Department. Those workers are not
fighting for their salary now, they
are not fighting for personal
comforts either. For over a year
they have been trying to place their
points of view and see that their
services are obtained by the Hon.
Minister to enable them to serve
their country in increasing food, and
cutting down wastage and stopping
the corruption that is going on in the
Department.

I am in a position to prove to the
Hon. Minister that some of the things
I said about his officers, especially the
high-ups in his Departments, are
true, and I am quoting a clear
example of an incident that occurred
not very long ago, only last Saturday.

I have often mentioned that these
arrogant officers he has in his Depart-
ment take advantage of the Hon.
Minister’s trust and kindness.
Now I find that the Departments
and the Ministry are ruled by the
officers.

To come to the incident itself, the
D. A. V. O,, one Mr. Wijeratne, was
present at the D. A. C. meeting at the
Ratnapura  Kachcheri. At  this
meeting all four Members of Parlia-
ment in the Ratnapura District,
namely, the hon. Member for Balan-
goda Mr. Ratwatte), the hon.
Member for Nivitigala (Mr. Stanley
Molligoda) and the hon. Member
for Kalawana (Mr. L. de S. A.
Gunasekera) and myself, were
present. We criticized the work of
the Agricultural Department in the
District, especially the Karapincha
Farm.

In the course of the discussion, the
M. P. for Nivitigala asked the
D. A. V. O, in relation to the question
of the insufficiency of buffaloes being
available for the. “paddy drive 2
whether the Department did not
have buffaloes which the farmers
could use. This officer at the D. A. C.
meeting presided over by the Govern-
ment Agent, replied that *the
buffaloes are now in Parliament ”.
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He was asked to apologize, and
certain Members acepted the apology
but as far as I was concerned, I did
not. I did not think I could accept
an apology after a statement like
that. That is an insult to the whole
House and an insult to you. When
we went further into the question—

CHERBY S e
&0®cs)
(B Fpoer TireyLIGew—FevenoanrrLn)

(Mr. Lakshman Rajapaksa—Tissa-
maharama)

Why did you not throw him out ?

(Bed e3@em

8. 8. @d. 8doed DS dcn.

(8. . F. gyi. Frlsssr)

(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

He should have been slippered.

He was asked to explain his state-
ment. In explaining, he went further
and stated that the buffaloes had
been led to Parliament. I do not
know what he meant by his state-
ment. He did not even express
regret at what he said.

I should like the Hon. Minister to
answer this. A Member of Parlia-
ment asked him why the M.Ps were
not invited for the opening of the
Karapincha Farm School. He replied
that the Hon. Minister feared that a
certain Member of Parliament would
abuse him if he invited them for the
opening function. That is what the
D. A. V. O. told us.

g. @, 815

o 8 8 ¢ &G
(Qzorres @. 1F. 19 Fveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Which farm ?

8. 8. @& 8detd s Own.
(8. te. &. gi. FrCsss7)
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

The Karapincha Farm School.

a& 8. 8 & BCD
(Qserrey &. (. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
It is false.
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8. 8. @&, Sdew’ns dan.

(8. 2. 1§. yi. FrlCsssrT)

(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

I am glad to hear that it is false.

cs)éi. @. 8. e_ @G“@a
(Qzerrau &. 1F. 19 Qovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I do not know of that farm being
opened myself.

8. 8. @d. 8o 8 dcn.

(8@ . 9. gi. FrCsssr)

(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

The person who went for the open-
ing was Ven. Gnanaseeha Thero. We
did not know the date of the opening
but this officer at the opening, with
about twenty Government officers
and four M. Ps present, stated that
the Minister did not want the M.Ps
invited because the Minister feared
that a certain M. P.—I have no doubt
whom he meant—would abuse the
Minister.

ad 8 8 ¢ 8D
(Qzeorras &. 1. 19 Bveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
In his absence.

8. 8. @8. 8deed ™S et
(Bl . & oyi. Prlssar)
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

Your officer stated that, I would
like you to go into that.

a& & 8 ¢ 8D
(Qsarrey &. (7. 1y Keveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I shall go into it myself.

8. 8. @d. 8lee’ 8 ®csn.
(ﬁ@j . (. <. Frlsssr)
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

And I wish the Minister would note
that we do not abuse Ministers. Some
Ministers can take -criticism, some
cannot. This is constructive criticism
with the best of intentions.

The Karapincha Farm today serves
no purpose at all. It has gone from
bad to worse. All that has happened
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because a man who had been thrown
out at Horana—no one wanted him—
has been landed there. He is eating
and drinking. The poultry population
is going down presumably owing to
the pourparlers that he is having
regularly, and labour trouble is on the
increase. I think either you should
change the manager or close down the
farm. It serves no purpose at all.

Recently a person I know wrote to
this farm manager for 50 chickens.
He waited for three months for a
reply. Not having received a reply for
three months, he had to go all the
way to Kandy to get the chickens.
There is a farm in Ratnapura, just
3 miles out of the town, and this
person had to get his chickens all the
way from Kandy. He was transferred
by the Junior Minister but I find now
that the transfer has been cancelled
mysteriously. The Director says it has
only been postooned. If the depart-
ment does not get rid of these officers,
I think the people of Ratnapura will
have to do something about it. I hope
the Minister will note it.

As for inquiries, when it is an
orcinary worker against whom
charges are framed by the depart-
ment, a certain set of rules are
brought into operation and those
persons are presumed to be guilty
until they prove themselves to be
innocent, but it is quite different
when it is a favourite of the depart-
ment like the officer in charge of the
fumigatorium. This is something I
was involved in.

I made certain representations
about an offence which I believed
the officer at the fumigatorium
committed. He is a favourite of the
department. He is a nephew of
Mr. Weerakkody, one of the Assistant
Directors—one Mr. Weerawardena.
All Public Service Regulations have
been forgotten. Normally the proce-
dure is that when an allegation is
made against an officer of a depart-
ment, a preliminary inquiry is held ;
that is, the complainant is asked to
come, his statement is recorded, his
witnesses’ statements are recorded.
There is no cross-examination and it
is only after the department goes into
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that preliminary investigation that
they decide whether there is a prima
facie case. Thereafter they frame
charges and conduct a full inquiry.
Here what has happened ? First I
made my complaint to Dr. Fernando ;
the Entomologist of the department
held an inquiry. I went with my
witnesses. We spent about three days.
Our statements were recorded and he
submitted a report. For some myster-
ious reason this report was thrown
out. It was not accepted. Another in-
quiry was held and at that inquiry,
contrary to Public Service Regula-
tions, the accused officer was repre-
sented by one Mr. Sidney Silva. My
witnesses were cross-examined, one
witness for three days. My wife was
a witness just to state the condition
in which certain goods arrived and
she was cross-examined. We have now
gone for about seven days and the
inquiry is still proceeding. And
remember this, when charges are
framed all these witnesses will have
to be harassed for another couple of
weeks.

BBecsTsn eSS

(975 o&&rraeri)

(The Deputy-Chairman)

Order, please! Mr. Speaker will
now take the Chair.

gR&D tNéD wEn Bewddn wseBSS o

85606 995 Daws’ DNBNGD DS s
Sed Ses.

8. 8. ¢d. 8éoed S .
(‘Q@ . (F. YT 6}9”3'6"&&.‘5.0’)
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

I hope this department will note
that two can play the same game. If
the intention of the department is to
harass me and my witnesses by pro-
longing this inquiry, I have made
arrangements to continue the in-
quiry for three years. I can keep
summoning every single officer in
the department who handled this
matter, including the Permanent
Secretary and the Director of Agri-
culture, and I can keep on cross-
examining them. Either they will
have to stop their cross-examination
and conduct the inquiry according to
Public Service rules, or I will have
to resort to the same game that they
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are playing. 1 shall get about a
hundred witnesses, and we shall go
on. It will cost me nothing because
I am in Colombo. These officers will
have to come down from Peradeniya
to Colombo at my will and pleasure.
I can always say that I have Parlia-
mentary work to attend to and have
the inquiry postponed.—[Interrup-
tion.] I get no batta, but they get
batta. I suppose that is why they
want this inquiry prolonged.

1962-63

This department has now started
an inquiry into the working of farms.
That is an absolute farce. I will
prove to the Hon. Minister that it is
a farce. I challenge him to send an
officer with me to the Pelwehera
farm, and I will prove my point. One
Mr. Sidney Silva has now been
appointed to go into the working of
these farms. He 1is the person
responsible for our food ecrisis.
Mr. Sidney Silva went to the Pel-
wehera farm, and he has made a
fairly good report on that farm. As
a result of that report

o 8. 8 ¢ 8D
(CQserrar &. (F. g Sevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I shall make arrangements for the
hon. Member to visit these farms.

8. 8. @l 8de’ s ow.
(@@ e, (f. . Hrlsrssr)
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

If the Hon. Minister details an
officer to go with me tomorrow I shall
prove to him that Sidney Silva has
been lying to him and sending false
reports. Sidney Silva visited Pel-
-wehera and reported that the farm
was working well. As a result of his
report Sam Alwis, the manager of
that farm, has been brought to
Colombo almost on promotion and is
earmarked for a scholarship abroad.
I am personally aware of that.

This farm that is supposed to be
~good has 1,050 acres, out of which an
extent of 400 acres is arable paddy
land. The extent under cultivation
is as follows: 8 acres of chillies, 13
acres of ground nuts, 22 acres of
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paddy. This is the extent under
cultivation out of the 1,050 acres. I
think I mentioned earlier the state
of the chillies.

That is the farm that has been
recommended as being good by the
officer whom the Hon. Minister
appointed to go into the working of
the farms. If that is the type of in-
quiry done by this officer, I think
that fact alone will prove that the
statements made by the Agricultural
Workers’ Federation Union’s officers
are one hundred per cent correct,
although everything is whitewashed
by the departmental heads.

I am glad the Director of Agricul-
ture is here personally. I hold him
greatly responsible for today’s
plight. There is no tight control in
that department. There are several
factions openly at war with one
another, each sneaking against the
other, each ganging up against the
other ; and all that happens is that
they are fighting each other for
positions and not doing a job of work.

I do not want to make the serious
criticisms that I normally make of
this department as the Hon. Minis-
ter has promised to appoint a com-
mission to go into its workings. I
suggest that, instead of appointing
stooges of the officers of this depart-
ment, the Hon. Minister should
appoint people like us who criticize
the department. We shall then
prove that what we have said is true
and correct, in which case the Hon.
Minister must promise to take firm
action against the officers concerned,
even dismissing them if necessary,
and not just transferring them.
Otherwise, we  will publicly
acknowledge that we were wrong
and be ready to undergo any penalty
that the Hon. Minister would like to
impose on us.

I would conclude my remarks with
the hope that the Hon. Minister will
promise to appoint a commission, in-
cluding me in it, immediately to go
into this question. I also hope the
Hon. Minister will promise to take
firm action on our report.
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o 8. & ¢ 8D
(Qsorrey &. (. 19 Povour)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I have already invited the hon.
Member to go to the Department of
Agriculture as well as the Gal Oya
project.

8. 8 ¢l 8o’ s O

(8. . G, gyi. Frlsrssr)
(Mr, D. P, R. Weerasekera)

Thank you. Then I do not want
to make any more criticisms.

ceDemenlw ADEL. 8. ¢ BT

(Ourdj tiofly. te. 19 Heveur)

(Dr. W. D. de Silva)
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(Mr. Macan-Markar)

Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to
play on the somewhat strained rela-
tions that recently prevailed between
the ex-Minister of Finance and some
of the senior Ministers of the Cabi-
net. But, nevertheless, I would like
to read from the Budget Speech of
the ex-Minister of Finance. I would
refer to columns 1292 and 1293 of the
Hansarp of July 26, 1962. The ex-
Minister of Finance, while dealing
with the state of our economy said:

“The rate of increase in production
for domestic use, whether valued at
current market prices or at constant
1959 prices, shows a marked decline
in the agricultural, forestry, livestock
and fisheries group. At constant 1959
prices, this group showed an increase

of 11.6 per cent in 1960 over 1959, but
the increase in 1961 over 1960 was

only 2.7 per cent. The main cause of
the decline is the difference in the
rates of increase in paddy production.
The paddy crop was estimated to have
increased by 7.8 million bushels in
1960 over 1959, while increase in 1961
over 1960 was estimated at 0.1 million
bushels, the same method of estima-
tion being adopted in both cases.”
—[OrrIcIAL REPORT, 26th July, 1962,
Vol. 47, cols. 1292-1293.]
This statement of the ex-Finance
Minister shows that there has been a
very slow increase in production in
the field of agriculture, forestry, live-
stock and fisheries, and it would be
necessary for the Hon. Minister to
explain to this House the reasons
why the relative increase between
1960 and 1961 has been insignificant
compared to the increase between
1959 and 1960.

Otherwise, it would be necessary
for this House to hold that the three
departments under him, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Department
of Forestry and the Department of
Fisheries have been, in a large mea-
sure, responsible for the present un-
fortunate economic and financial
crisis the country is undergoing.

From the Administration Report of
the Director of Agriculture for 1960—
which I believe is the latest report
available to us—it would be seen
that improved cultivation practices
have spread very slowly with regard
to paddy production,
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It will be seen that less than 1/8th
of the cultivated acreage was being
transplanted in 1960, either in the
ordinary way or in rows. Likewise,
the acreage that was row seeded was
less than 1/25th of the total acreage.
Though a larger acreage has been
weeded it only represents less than
25 per cent. of the total acreage.

With regard to the use of pure-line
paddy for increased productivity, I
find that there, too, the total acreage
for Yala 1960 was 12,765 and for Maha
1960/61 39,143 acres. So you will note
that in spite of all that is being said
very little is being done to increase
our production of paddy by the use of
improved techniques of cultivation.
The same story is true of other subsi-
diary products.

In 1958, the Department of Agricul-
ture, when it was under the hard-
working Minister, the Member for
Avissawella (Mr. D. P. R. Guna-
wardena), had, in the Plan present-
ed by that Minister, shown a very
rosy picture of the shape of things
that were to come. We were told that
this country would attain self-suffi-
ciency in potatoes by about the end
of this year, But as a matter of fact,
instead of the 1,000 or so acres of
land that should have been under
potatoes, only about 79 acres have
been so cultivated.

Likewise, with regard to chillies
which we import to the wvalue of
over Rs. 31 million, we have only
cultivated about 27,000 acres, whereas
a further 100,000 acres or more have
to be cultivated in order to make us
self-sufficient in this product. With
regard to onions the position is not so
very bad though we are still far from
being self-sufficient.

Then there is the sugar industry
which was started by us in 1958. We
were expected to reach self-sufficien-
cy to the extent of about 1/5th
of our total consumption by the end
of this year. But the production of
sugar cane has been such a dismal
failure that we are unable to meet
even a small percentage of our local
demand.

1962 1o @88 10
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I do not know the reason why the
Department of Agriculture should
have failed so miserably in perform-
ing its duty by this country. I do
not know whether it was due to the
political instability that our country
suffered in the 1959-60 period due to
the short existence of two Caretaker
Governments or whether it is that
the Department of Agriculture is
staffed with specialists who are really
experts in a narrow field and work in
a laboratory, but who, as practical
agriculturists working under every-
day conditions, are unable to perform
their duties satisfactorily. However,
I am sure all hon. Members would
agree that it is no exaggeration to
state that if the Department of Agri-
culture and the Department of Fishe-
ries had pulled their weight the pre-
sent economic or financial crisis that
is afflicting our country would have
been prevented.

CDRBY Dcsh.

(Bap. Qserine)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Not prevented but reduced.

&g. 0. 9.15

D5y -0 DE Dco.

(@)L DT &S6or LOT &SI )

(Mr. Macan-Markar)

Perhaps, after all is said and done
it would have been prevented.

It would appear that there is an
alteration in the policy of the Minis-
try of Agriculture, and in order to
meet the adverse economic situation
greater emphasis is being given to
immediate production rather than
embarking on expensive long-term
irrigation projects. I find that empha-
sis has been given to the restoration
of minor tanks and also to the deve-
lopment works which could be
carried out within a short time and
at relatively less cost. I feel that, in
the light of our present financial situ-
ation their policy cannot be criticized
inasmuch as it is essential that we
should be able to produce as quickly
as pessible the maximum quantity of
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rice, chillies, potatoes and other food-
stuffs instead of importing them in
large quantities from foreign coun-
tries, for we would thereby be saving
a substantial amount by way of
foreign exchange.

The Hon. Minister, I Dbelieve,
pointed out to the hon. Leader
of the Opposition that large-scale irri-
gation projects have not been com-
pletely stopped, but owing to the time
that must necessarily be taken in
making the necessary investigations
and preparing plans this is likely to
be delayed for a few years.

o & 8 ¢ 8D
(Qsorras &. (F. 19 Hvaur)
{(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have to prepare the designs
and plans and also assess the econo-
mic value of each scheme according
to the cost benefit ratio. The Eco-
nomic Planning Department insists
on a cost benefit ratio of one. If the
ratio is less than one, it does not
recommend the Government to go
ahead.

1957 -8 Dca.

(@)L r&SeT LTEST)

(Mr. Macan-Markar)

I thank the Hon. Minister for the
explanation. The policy should now
be to encourage as far as possible in-
tensive cultivation of existing lands
rather than extensive cultivation of
new lands. But I find that the Hon.
Minister has caused a number of ad-
vertisements to be inserted for the
lease of large extents of Crown land
to the private sector for purposes of
development. What I am qfrald is
that, most people who obtain these
leases may not have the requisite
finance to proceed with the develop-
ment of those lands. What Wopld, in
fact, happen is the denudation of
forest land with the resultant loss of
much timber, and the persons -WhO
lease out such lands would fail to
carry out the development of the
land by growing suitable agricul-
tural crops. As such, I would request
the Hon. Minister to be careful and
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to ensure that those, either com-
panies or individuals, who are pre-
pared to lease out large extents of
Crown land are, in fact, financially
capable of investing large sums of
money for the purpose over a period
of years. Otherwise the nett result
would be that wvaluable forest land
would be denuded and we would lose
much of our timber.

I find that the Hon. Minister is also
very anxious to establish new tea
estates, specially in the mid-country
and low-country areas.

o 8. 8 ¢ 8D
(Qzorrar &. (7. 9. Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

No. In fact, the Tea Research Ins-
titute has located the sites. One
site is in the Haputale-Welimada
area. High grown Uva tea will be
planted. The other site is in the
Ratnapura District which is in the
low-country and the third site is in
Hiniduma area where low grown
teas will be planted. Even the Pela-
watte site was selected by the Tea
Research Institute.

D157 -8 D

(@ r&seT Lr&ST)

(Mr. Macan-Markar)

I happened to read a news item
in the “Times of Ceylon” recently
where it was said that China has in-
creased her production of tea to
such an extent that it would be a
serious competitor of ours and if we
concentrate on tea and put all our
eggs into one basket, as it were, we
may find ourselves in difficulties. Of
course, if land cannot be put to
alternative uses there is no harm in
planting tea, but the position would
become worse gradually, in view of
the fact that it is likely that there
would be over-production.

According to estimates of world
production I should not be too opti-
mistic that we would be able to dis-
pose of tea at the prices prevailing
today.

I would next like to touch on the
Irrigation Department and I would
like to pay a compliment which is
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most deserving to the Divisional Irri-
gation Engineer in Batticaloa, Mr. K.
Velauthanpillai who went there over
an year ago. I find that he is one of
the few officers in Government ser-
vice who takes a keen interest in his
work. He has always been very help-
ful and has cleared up the arrears
of work which existed prior to his
coming to Batticaloa. I hope the Hon.
Minister will not remove him to
some other place because of his effi-
ciency and hard work before the
pending works in the Batticaloa Dis-
trict are completed.

There are a number of medium
sized tanks in course of construction
in the Batticaloa District like the
Waddamunai Tank which would pro-
vide irrigation facilities for about 400
acres. There are also the Aanasuddai
Kadde Kulam and Kitul Wewa. All
these tanks are now nearing com-
pletion and I think in the next six
months or so they will be in a posi-
tion to supply water to the surround-
ing paddy fields.

There is one particular matter
which I would like to bring to the
notice of the Hon. Minister. It is with
regard Thoduvil Cholai Anicut. The
work on this anicut has been com-
pleted, but unfortunately due to the
delay in getting the radial gates for
which an order has been placed with
Yugoslavia the working of the anicut
has been held up. I understand that
these radial gates were a gift under
an aid plan. I do not know whether
the order is being executed.

o& &8 8. ¢ 8D
(Georres &. (F. 19 Keveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
What tank is that ?

DY -8 s,

(@1 br&&eT-LoT G517 )

(Mr. Macan-Markar)

The Thoduvil Cholai Anicut.

I hope that the gates will be ins-
talled soon as otherwise the Govern-
ment will be called upon next year
to build sand dams across the Mun-
thanai Aru which would cost another
Rs. 8,000 or Rs. 10,000.
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I understand that the Hon. Minis-
ter has also with regard to the
improvement of irrigation Work_s,
disallowed any new scheme which is
not likely to bring into cultivation
an additional acreage of land, or
allow a scheme which will provide a
more efficient supply of water for the
same acreage.

ad 8. 8. ¢ BF D
(Qzerrey &. (F. 19 Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

No. If it is for manawari fields or
double cropping we allow it.

1Y -dE s,

(Q@LI LT &S6T-LDT G551 )

(Mr. Macan-Markar)

If that is so, I am satisfied. I
thought there was no chance of get-
ting improved irrigation facilities for
existing fields where some provision
has already been made.

I would suggest to the Hon. Minis-
ter to make earth-moving equipment
available on hire to cultivators. Most
cultivators are prepared to under-
take small improvements to their
lands but they are unable to hire out
the equipment necessary from the
department or from some other con-
cern located in the area. Facilities
should also be provided for the rapid
repair of such machinery. Delays
arise as a result of machinery falling
into disrepair.

I observe a move on the part of
the Ministry to cut down land deve-
lopment in a subtle manner. They
are not cutting down works as such
but they have reduced the rate of
wages payable to temporary labour.
For instance, where the rate was
Rs. 3 a day last year, it has been re-
duced to Rs. 2.20 this year, with the
result that there is no one willing to
do work at that rate. The result is
that there would be no development
in our areas. It is a subtle way of
saving money for Government with-
out saying straighforwardly that
theyido not want work to be done.
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There is a suggestion made by
some of the cultivators under the
Unichchai Scheme to extend further
the channel which comes down from
Senanayake Samudra by some seven
miles up to the Unichchai tank, so
that the excess water from the Sena-
nayake Samudra could be utilized by
the cultivators under the Unichchai
Scheme. I hope the Hon. Minister
will take some steps early to meet
this request.

1962-63

LD,

With regard to the Department of
Fisheries, it is unfortunate that the
Minister has reduced the number of
mechanized boats to be sold on hire
purchase.

b 8. 8. ¢ 8BCD
(Qzerray &. F. 9. Sodvar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I am providing for the number of
boats that the yards can turn out.

D1295Y -D1dE Dcsn.
(QE@L) LT ESET-LDT ST )
(Mr. Macan-Markar)

My information is that they can
turn out 500 a year.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8GED

(Qaorroy &. (F. 19 Heveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

They could not do that last year.

8. 8. @d. 9»dEA .

(D . 9. gy @enraurger)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

The Vote has been reduced.

@& 8. 8. & BED
(Qzorra &. (F. 19 Godaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

If the boats can be turned out, we
will help.

&. o0. 9.30

Sy -rE Ses.
(oR@)Ls LT SG&eT DTS )
(Mr. Macan Markar)

Another matter I would wish to
refer to is the terms for the repay-
ment of loans granted to fishermen

Bewldnz 0535 SeFRVE®
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for the purchase of mechanized
boats. Each boat costs about Rs.
17,000 and the poor fisherman is ex-
pected to repay this loan within a
period of five years. It is not quite so
easy to repay such a large amount
specially because fishing is a seasonal
occupation which can be carried on
only for five or six months in a year.
I know of a number of cases where
the boats have been seized for non-
payment of the instalments in order
to avert bad debts. I would sug-
gest for the Hon. Minister’s consider-
ation that there should be officers of
the Department of Fisheries who
could go to the various fishing centres
and collect a portion of the fish
caught at these centres and credit the
boat owner with the value of this
fish instead of trying to get the bor-
rower to repay the money.

8. 8. @& 9202l Ow.

(8. . 9. oy @erarser)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

Even if you give the boats free to
these people they will bring fish into
the country.

1Y -E e

(B@®LI LOT S&SGT-LOT ST )

(Mr. Macan-Markar)

I would support that suggestion but
then there will be the difficulty as to
whom these boats should be given,
everyone will demand boats and there
will not be enough boats. I would ask
the Hon. Minister if he wants repay-
ment in cash to see that easier terms
are given to these poor people so that
any defaults in the repayment of
loans would be obviated.

With regard to trawler fishing the
unfortunate position has been that
the trawlers that we have hitherto
bought have always been mechani-
cally unsound and they have to be
laid by for long periods for repairs
with the result that the catch has
been very poor. I understand that we
are to get down four or five trawlers
from Yugoslavia and if that is correct
it would be essential that at least
some of our men are ftrained in
fiariné ‘engineering so that they
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would be able to effect expeditious
repairs in case of a breakdown,
otherwise the yield of fish brought in
by the trawlers would be adversely
affected by the long delays in effect-
ing repairs to the trawlers.

‘I cannot understand why the hon.
Member for Akuressa (Dr. S. A.
was somewhat
nervous about Japanese enterprise in
fishing. I would suggest to the Hon.
Minister to consider the feasibility of
having a joint enterprise with the
Japanese to establish our fishing in-
dustry on a sound footing. I am
sure if we do that we will soon be-
come one of the greatest exporters of
fish and be able to have all the dried
fish we need and be able to can the
surplus fish. If we enter into a long-
term partnership of say about 15
years with the Japanese I am sure
we will be able to learn a lot from
them.

L

o 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Cgorras . 19. 1y Beveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It looks a good idea to me and I
think that is a proposal which the Co-
operative Fish Sales Union may
ex2mine.

1D 5Y - DS Sca.

(B@®L! o7 &SGT-LOT S 5iT )

(Mr. Macan-Markar)

As far as the fishing industry
is concerned I think Japan is as
good as any other country and if we
are prepared to work on a co-
partnership basis with them they
would be willing to help us to be
self-sufficient and what is more even
to be able to export fish to other
parts of the world.

Another point I wish to mention to
the Hon. Minister is that we should
enter into terms with the Japanese to
establish centres for cultured pearls.
They are the real experts in this
business. The output of real pearls
from Mannar is insignificant; we get
hardly anything from that. If we can
establish a centre for culfufed pearls
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in Mannar I am sure we can build up
a large export market for this coun-
try. I believe Australia too has built
up a large industry in cultured
pearls and they have also built up a
large export trade.

B0mw S8y fu8d
STSIORL MOk e )

(Cxi
APSBOTLD 9EES ST )

(Sir Razik Fareed—First
Central)

A great deal of criticism, some
healthy and some unhealthy, has
been levelled on the Floor of this
House against the Hon. Minister, but
I do hope that they will be attended
to by this enthusiastic Minister of
Agriculture.

(e oee®

rred)d 10 5

i ‘é—@&‘rr@bhq

Colombo

I must really congratulate the Hon.
Minister on the establishment of
these electoral farms. That is one of
the best ventures he could really
have launched at this particular
time. Its success depends not on the
Minister or the Ministry but on the
enthusiasm of hon. Members. As a
matter of fact, I do not believe that
we have 25 acres of land available in
Colombo which could be obtained in
a hurry. Anyway, I approached the
Hon. Minister and pointed out that
there was a block of land, 6% acres
in extent, along Baseline Road. He
was kind enough to say that the
land should be given for poultry
breeding as well as vegetable culti-
vation. If all hon. Members show
the same enthusiasm, I am sure that
the Hon. Minister’s scheme is going
to be a very successful one indeed.

I believe the hon. Second Member
for Akurana (Mr. Hameed) said, in
the course of his speech on the
Budget, that there is only one
Ceylonese available for the sexing
of chicks. No doubt, this hon.
Member is quite young and does
not know what he is really talking
about. He has evidently made a
blunder, because I know for a
certainty that one of the old secre-
taries of the Ceylon Poultry Club,
Mr, Wijeykoon, was sent to Austra-
lia some years ago by the late Rt.
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Hon. D. S. Senanayake. Mr. Wijey-
koon came back and trained more
than half a dozen persons, and I
myself am aware that those indi-
viduals are available in this country.

There are a number of veterinary
surgeons in this country who have
not been registered up to date. They
have been sending petition after
petition, memorial after memorial,
but nothing has been done to regis-
ter them. We are greatly in need
of these veterinary surgeons. Even
in Colombo they are few and far
between ; and we need many more
veterinary surgeons to satisfy the
requirements of the City. There-
fore, I do hope that the Hon. Minis-
ter will take steps as soon as possible
to see that these veterinary surgeons
are registered.

Another point to which I would
like to draw the attention of the Hon.
Minister is the question of lighting
up the tenements. I believe that
three or four years ago, when my
hon. Friend the Second Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
was First Member and I was Second
Member of that constituency—now it
is just the other way about—I
brought up a Motion in Parliament,
which, I believe, was seconded by my
hon. Friend, that electricity should be
provided in all these areas where
there are many tenements.
Incidentally, that will prevent all
these bottle-lamp tragedies, and so
on. At that time it was agreed that
lighting facilities would be provided
for certain tenements, if 20 per cent
of the people living in those areas
gave a definite promise to install
electricity in their houses. I think
that percentage is too high. I hope
that the Hon. Minister will bring it
down to 10 per cent, because I know
it is the wish of this People’s Govern-
ment to help the poorest of the poor.

I was surprised that the hon.
Leader of the Opposition, who no
doubt made a very fine speech, very
unfortunately did not welcome the
idea of the Hon. Minister’s Maha-
weliganga  project. I  perseonally
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feel, knowing a good deal about the
dry zone, that this will be one of the
assets that the Minister could possib-
ly give to the people of the dry zone.
I do hope that the necessary plans
will be ready and that he will enter
into this project at the earliest
opportunity.

15y -S1nd e,

(2@L1 (T &SGT-LOT & &)

(Mr. Macan-Markar)

In fairness to the Leader of the
Opposition, I do not think he was
against the Mahaweliganga project,
but he suggested an alternate
scheme which will not only benefit
the dry zone but also the Trincoma-
lee District.

S0 S8 fudd

(Cai rrofls ufs)

(Sir Razik Fareed)

I will accept that on behalf of the
Leader of the Opposition.

One thing I am very anxious about
is to see that the coconut industry
is given maximum help for the
simple reason that 99 per cent. of
that industry is in the hands of the
Ceylonese. Nearly 90 per cent. is in
the hands of the middle class, people
who have under five acres. I know
the Minister is very anxious to do
this rehabilitation of coconut land
and so on, but I think greater atten-
tion given to this industry will be
most welcome. In this connection I
would like to mention that the
Coconut Board is really standing 1n
the way of progress of this trade.
They are just helping non-Ceylonese
to make a combine. There is a com-
bine of non-Ceylonese and it is a
case of just two or three non-
Ceylonese who have a great hold on
the market. The result is that even
though copra is sold in London at
Rs. 160 or Rs. 170, the price the poor
man here gets is Rs. 6 to Rs. 7 per 100
nuts. I think copra is being sold
today at about Rs. 135, but the
noor,man in the village hardly gets

#
L ]
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Rs. 6 or Rs. 7 for his 100 nuts. I do
hope the Minister will see that the
Coconut Board is scrapped because it
has not served any useful purpose,
and a chance is given to the pro-
ducer. If it is possible, I hope that
the Minister will have a ceiling price
of Rs. 150 per 1,000 nuts.

In and out of season I have written
to the Minister with regard to the
sale of orchids and export of orchids,
but very unfortunately—

WO %Y cs.

(‘ﬁf)@ GlsarLosgr )
(Mr. Keuneman)

He is importing orchids.

B. 3. ¢8. 9D .

(Bm. 1. 9. gyi. @ewesar)
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

Orchids and dogs.
BOny S8y fu8d

(Cai mrofs Lfs)

(Sir Razik Fareed)

—he has as the head of the
Peradeniya Gardens a Mr. Jayaweera
who unfortunately knows nothing
about orchids. He is the head of the
department in the Peradeniya
Gardens. I do hope, instead of
importing orchids, we will be able
to export orchids and I trust that he
will very soon act on the memoran-
da I have sent him and see that
orchids are really exported from
Ceylon." It is really a dollar spinner.

I do not think I will say anything
~ more owing to the lateness of the
hour. I do hope that the Hon. Minister
and those in the department will be
able to help me. I also hope that
the Hon. Minister will see that
adequate facilities are given, especial-
ly where the coconut industry is con-
cerned.

g. . 9.45

e ®O5Y Ocs.
(8. Qaarivsr)
(Mr, Keuneman)

Mr. Chairman, I do not intend to
speak on any detailed questionsoof
agriculture because, as %ou" Know:
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these matters do not affect my cons-
tituency directly. But I should like
straightway to dissociate myself
from . the remarks made by
the hon. First Member for Colombo
Central (Sir Razik Fareed) on
the question of an electoral farm in
Colombo Central. If the Government
has 6% acres of land to give us In
Colombo Central, please give it to
us for housing. I do not see any point
in having a Government chicken farm
in Colombo Central. If you are going
to fill up that land, please fill it up
and give it to us for housing. Today,
under the private enterprise of small
persons, chicken farming and egg
production are developing, and I do
not see the need for a Government
chicken farm in Colombo Central. If
you have an extent of land to spare
please give it to us for the most im-
portant need of Colombo Central,
which is housing.

I did not intervene to talk about
that matter but to raise certain ques-
tions of policy.

Gaél G (= 536:' B2

(Osorres &. 5. 9. foveur)

(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

Will the Department of Housing
need that land ?

SV BY Des.
(8. Qseriner)
(Mr, Keuneman)

I do not quite know what land is in
contemplation.

KOy S8 fs8d
(Cair rrofls ufs)
(Sir Razik Fareed)

The land by the side of the Demata-
goda canal.

SO %Y Do,

(8. Qsariwer)

(Mr, Keuneman)
I think it will be a very good idea
ifinithe Department of National
Housing will take it.
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SO S8y fud8
(Cair rrafls L S)
(Sir Razik Fareed)
Filling it will cost lakhs of rupees.

e®VBY D

(8. Csarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Then I do not see how you are
going to run a chicken farm there.
I raised the question only in relation
to the use of land in the City of
Colombo.

I wish really to raise some
questions of general policy. I know
that the Hon. Minister 1is over-
burdened now. In addition to all his
old departments he has got the
troubles of finance on his hands. He
probably does not know whether he
is coming or going. We ourselves do
not know whether he is a rising sun
or a setting sun.

There are certain matters on which
it is necessary that the Hon. Minister
should give us clarification. Some
time ago, at the height of the crisis
over the cut in the rice ration, you
would have seen in the newspapers
a document which has generally come
to be known as the “C. P. de Silva
plan”. This is supposed to be a
document submitted to the Cabinet.
There is one aspect of the matter
which does not concern us at the
moment, namely, the proposal to save
Rs. 55 million in foreign exchange,
though it will necessarily concern
the Hon. Minister in his new capacity
as Minister of Finance.

If you study the basis of that plan
—and I am reliably informed that it
is a plan submitted by the Hon.
Minister—you will find that it really
deals with a reorganization of the
guaranteed price scheme. You will
recall, Mr. Chairman, that there were
two Dbasic principles enunciated.
The first was stopping the free
market in paddy, and the second was
channelling the purchase of all paddy
into the guaranteed price scheme, and
on that basis seeking to restrict cer-
tain admitted abuses in the working
of this scheme.
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What I want to know from the Hon.
Minister is this: Does he intend to
implement this plan ? Even if it is
not intended as a financial measure,
does he intend to implement it as an
agricultural measure ? After all, this
guaranteed price scheme is a matter
which comes within his ministerial
responsibility. I should like to know
from him whether this scheme is to
be implemented or not. Or was it a
scheme put up merely for the purpose
of trying to save Rs. 55 million in
foreign exchange ? Is it the position
that the Hon. Minister feels that it
is not necessary to do that now and
therefore he can abandon the
scheme ? Or has he got other pro-
posals to deal with the undoubted
abuses in the guaranteed price
scheme ?

The second policy question to
which I wish to refer is this. Most
hon. Members of this House will be
aware of the contents of the Three-
Year Implementation Programme.
I want to ask the Hon. Minister
whether that is a collective docu-
ment of the Cabinet and, in particu-
lar, I want to ask him whether
those sections of the Three-Year Im-
plementation Programme which re-
fer to land alienation, land use, land
development and irrigation represent
the collective view of the Cabinet.
Because, if they do, all I have to say
is that the practice of his Ministry is
completely contradictory to what is
set out in this document.

You will recall that the sections
under reference were nothing more
or less than a scathing condemnation
of the Minister’s existing policy as an
uneconomical and wasteful one, giv-
ing a low capital return and based
more on a social service aspect than
a serious attempt at economic deve-
lopment or to derive an economic re-
turn. What are we to accept, Sir?

We are given a document called
“The Three Year Implementation
Programme ”. The greater part of it
deals with agriculture and the various
departments under the Minister
whose votes we are discussing. From
all we can see, the land policy is still
what it Used to be. May I know from

-

. .

[ W s
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the Hon, Minister: Is it the position
that the Government has now accept-
ed the basic lines of policy set out,
as far as agriculture, land develop-
ment and irrigation are concerned, in
the Three Year Implementation Pro-
gramme?

One of the problems about this
Ministry is that, though it is one of
the biggest spenders of money, there
is an enormous amount of waste. This
is because there has not been any
fundamental re-thinking about the
basic lines of agricultural policy. We
are still following the basic lines of
agricultural policy mapped out by the
late Mr. S. Senanayake, even
though we have had experiences, not
only of certain successes, but also of
dismal failures of that policy, the
situation today is entirely different
from what it was at the time when
the late Mr. D. S. Senanayake started
this policy.

I refer particularly to the failure
of individual peasant colonization.
You know that when the late Mr. D.
S. Senanayake started this policy it
was really meant to be an escape
from the responsibility for land re-
form in the wet zone. In order to
dodge the question of land reform in
the wet zone, he started re-settlement
on an individual colonization basis in
the dry zone. At that time you could
- not get people to go to the dry
zone areas. They had to clear the jun-
gle and so on. You had to bribe
people to go there as they had to face
malaria and other hardships, Never-
theless, people went there, areas were
opened up and we have the colonists
we have today. What has happened is
‘that the very same problems we have
in the wet zone are being repeated in
the colonization of the areas of the
dry zone. There is a virtual ande
system, the same pressures of popu-
lation on land and so on. All these
problems of the wet zone are now
found in the colonization schemes.
And, what is worse, most of the colo-
nization schemes were situated in the
border areas between Sinhalese and
Tamil homelands. As a result, the
land hunger of respective groups led
to a lot of trouble during the com-
munal riots. :

1962 el ®E 10

2778

—2MmbD  wemd

So it is absolutely essential that
there should be fundamental re-
thinking on this matter, but it seems
to me that there is no such re-think-
ing. Even in the Three-Year Imple-
mentation Programme I see no such
fundamental re-thinking on agricul-
ture. They are still looking at it from
the point of view of earning money,
from the point of view of a return on
investment, but not from the point
of view of greater production, great-
er and proper use of land and water
in our country. You are still soaking
up capital in the dry zone with
with very, very little return.

Therefore, I ask the Hon. Minister
why there has been no re-thinking on
these matters. Why is he continuing
to do what he has been doing in the
last decades? He has been the Minis-
ter for quite a time. But all he has
done is to reduce the amount of land
and assistance given to colonists.
From 8 acres, it has come down to 2
acres, I think. The amount of money
given to a colonist to build a house
has also been reduced. And finally,
he introduced the pre-colonization
scheme where people are given land
and asked to clear it up under the
guise of advance alienation. This is
state-sponsored squatting. All that
shows the need to re-think matters
and I do not see that being done.

I ask the Hon. Minister to tell us
what his intentions are. Is he going
to continue the old policy or is he
going to think of some other more
fruitful way of using the land which
we are clearing of jungle and open-
ing for cultivation? This is one of the
fundamental questions of agricultural
policy and it is necessary that the
Minister shakes himself out of the
stupors of the past and makes some
real attempt to push through a new
policy.

I wish now to refer to another
matter of policy. It seems to me that
there is a complete absence of policy
in the matter of the import of trac-
tors and agricultural machines into
this country, so much so that trac-
tors‘are now becoming more of a toy
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or investment for making money
rather than machines that are being
used seriously for agricultural deve-
lopment. As you know, a very large
number of tractors are being import-
ed into Ceylon not only by the Gov-
ernment but also by private persons.
They are being used for ploughing
paddy fields and are being let out to
others on hire, But there seems to be
absolutely no plan whatsoever re-
garding the importation and use of
tractors. There are many aspects of
this problem which have to be con-
sidered extremely seriously.

The first is the question of foreign
exchange. You have banned the im-
port of motor cars. I think we can
also reduce usefully the number of
tractors imported. I am not against
tractor ploughing. Tractor ploughing
has a definite, important part to play
in the development of agriculture,
but there must be serious considera-
tion of questions such as how many
tractors we need, what type we need,
in what types of soil we can best use
tractors, and so on. After all, we have
been developing paddy cultivation on
the basis of mudding the fields. This
leads to a number of other serious
questions,

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
spoke quite correctly about the need
for organic fertiliser in our paddy
fields, not only artificial fertilizer.
The introduction of tractors, if it is
not planned, is bound to have an
adverse effect on our draught cattle
population. By using buffaloes, even
though they be old and toothless

BWNBRDHS
(&8 rmFeri)
(The Chairman)

Are you going to take more time.

oM%Y Dt
(8. Qserier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am taking more time. I can
tinish this point now if you like,
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{(The Chairman)
You can continue tomorrow.

SO BY Des.
( Bm. Qaseriver)
(Mr, Keuneman)

Very well. I
tomorrow.
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Resolved : “ that the House do now
adjourn. "—[Hon. C. P. de Silva.]

Adjourned accordingly
at 10.1 pm. until 10 a.m.
on Tuesday, September 11,
1962, pursuant to the
Resolution of the House of
September 6, 1962.
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