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[DBED. cornwm dw.]
asked the Minister of Labour and
Nationalised Services: (a) is he
aware that the application of Mr. W.
G. Bandusena of 11, Sadujana Road,
Galle, for a licence to drive a lorry
was refused ? (b) Will he use his
special discretionary powers in this
case and grant the licence ? (c) Is he
aware that after his conviction for
theft in 1955, Mr. Bandusena was in
the Koggala Camp School, and was
adjudged to be of exemplary charac-
ter ? (d) Why is he not allowed to
rehabilitate himself ?

af 90 8. ¢ omBwm KSVEA®
(DD 2n ey oD BEAC #OB)

(Qaorras orth. (§. 19 Qerdiovr Qfleur ser
—Qsrife, Csfuwy Croauser yows
Fir)

(The Hon. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena—

Minister of Labour and Nationalized
Services)

(@) Yes. (b) Under the Motor
Traffic Act, I have no discretionary
power to issue a driving licence valid
for lorries to registered criminals.
(¢) Yes. (d) Action is being taken
to amend the Motor Traffic Act to
vest discretionary power in the Com-
missioner of Motor Traffic to issue
licences to registered criminals,
where their subsequent conduct has
been good.

DED. coznwD D,

(8. iefly. ss@uss)

(Mr, W. Dahanayake)

I thank the Hon. Minister very
much for his reply. Will he please
see that this new legislation is
introduced speedily.

0& ¢ cmBen 83D

(Qaarres 19 Qemiiovr Sflour gar)

(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

‘It is already with the Legal
Draftsman ; no sooner it is ready I
will present it in Parliament:
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(Dr. W. D. de Silva—Borella)
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asked the Minister of Labour and
Nationalised Services: (a) What
are the trade unions of the employees
of the Port (Cargo) Corporation ?
(b) What is the membership of each
of these trade unions ?
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(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
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CEYLON TRANSPORT BOARD : TRADE UNIONS
OF THE EMPLOYEES
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(Dr. W. D. de Silva)
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asked the Minister of Labour and
Nationalised Services: (a) What
are the Trade Unions of the emplo-
yees of the Ceylon Transport Board ?
(b) What is the membership of each
of these Trade Unions ?
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(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)
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‘The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

Dy Bes @O Dwewsy FBWLY
888 Bewsm B DY < d®
ethe W& ensy 9E8uny WEBYO cDOBY
Den®—8wclsied 6ud cmnsIeqEmd
DG Yo —e® Towdd 6dBw DS
cwsd @88unY WEHO HOIH. eBeg
o8 Db am O F F w8
BB5Y B WEBYO ZODA.

ab Aediy VWL  (gRmSB

o)
(Qaon ray LGy Baer Lo@meLp 51— H6V6H]
DYDIDEFFIT )

(The Hon. Badiuddin
Minister of Education)

Mahmud—

I need time to answer Question
No. 4.
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GRADUATES’ SALARY TO TEACHERS WHO HAVE
PASSED THE PRACHEENA FINAL EXAMINATION

5. 8E2. comnemd .

(B@. Liefly. se@uss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
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asked the Minister of Education :
(a) Is he aware that several teachers
who have passed the Pracheena Final
Examination and who teach for over
10 hours per week in H. S. C. or U. E.
classes, are not given the graduates’
salary to which they are entitled, and
on the ground that no new appoint-
ments are given ? (b) Will he set
right this position ?

a& DECEED 098G

(Qaorras LGS ar LaDepSl)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

(¢) Yes. The need for appointing
Pracheena pandits on the graduates’
sealelof salary does not exist now as
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there are enough equally qualified
graduates for H. S. C. work. (b)
Does not arise in view of reply to (a).

ADCR. ¢k .

(85 lefly. se@wuss)

(Mr., W. Dahanayake)

What about those who are doing 10
hours work per week in the H. S. C.
and U. E. classes and hold the
Pracheena Certificate ?

a& ey VN Qe

(Qsorras LBy Ber wabeps)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

They are also treated in the same
way. They are not being paid the
graduates’ salary because they are
not appointed on that basis.

2DED. corrznwmd .

(Bm. lofly. se@uss)

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

That is the point. Is it not mani-
festly unfair that some who have
passed the Pracheena Final Examina-
tion and who teach for over 10 hours
per week in H. S. C. or U. E. classes,
should be paid on one scale of salary
while others with the identical quali-
fication and doing identical work
should not be paid the same salary
scale ?

o0& AECT Y O Qe

(Qsorres LBYGer webep )

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

In 1959, during the time my good
Friend the hon. Member for Galle
(Mr. W. Dahanayake) was Minister
of Education, a few Pracheena pandits
were appointed as there were no
graduates to teach the subjects in
these classes. They were treated as
special cases. Now the need does not
arise as we have a large number of
graduates fo teach these subjects in
the H. S. C. or U. E. classes.

ADCS. cvmmum .

(8. leofly. SE@)IEGS )

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

I challenge the statement of the
Hon. Minister. The arrangement
made by me when I was Minister of
Education was not a temporary

arrangement, but it was a recognition
of the merits and the suitability.of

1962 eadom@®@d 11
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Pracheena pandits. May I, therefore,
ask the Hon. the Minister to revise
his view on that matter and to give
the proper place to the Pracheena
pandit which he deserves ?

ad G e 0N g

(Qserrey BB er LLADELPST)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

I do not know whether what ha'ts
been stated by the hon. Member is
correct. If that is so, I will look into
the matter.

eMER A NN Rowy BB

Qi E® e 9.8 G
or ey gen Hud

Qamrapiby, LIGTLTTFTLSGS
ayerer LrgSwr apovellis  seli ymEe
L& mey

FATHIMA MUSLIM GIRLS’ ENGLISH SCHOOL AT
BANDARANAIKE MAWATA, COLOMBO

8. & 8. com»OsY . (O emmed
Ged® ')

(8. . 8. 9. Qsarar—OsrepLbL
5H Qrewi i oymsssalr)

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Second
Colombo Central)
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enr GlLoeor eor 2

asked the Minister of Education:
(@) When will the Fathima Mus-
lim Girls’ English School at 155,
Bandaranaike Mawata, Colombo 12,
be vested in the Government ? (b)
What is the reason for the delay in
vesting this school in  the
Government ?

Ewéﬁﬁﬁ'fj@ 2 L aniwrssLi@id 2
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(Qaerrar LfyLer woeps)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

(a¢) The movable property of this
school has been vested with effect
from 1st October 1962, by Vesting
Order No. 1861 of 5th September,
1962. (b) The immovable property,
i.e., the land, could not be vested as
it is private property rented from a
third party.

O Ocsm.
( ’&3@ Qs e LoeT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Is the Hon. Minister aware that
there are cases in Colombo where
schools that had been in occupation
of private premises on rent have
been vested ? Why does he not
follow that example in this case ?

o& AECT & N @
(Qserres LGWY S er aveps)
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

I do not think we have vested
private property.

O 5Y e

(. Qzarine)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I will bring the cases to the Hon.
Minister’s notice. I have a second
supplementary Question. Does the
Government now intend to pay the
rent for this school ?

a& DECE ¢ VIY

(Qsorres LBuBer baDepH)
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

We have been paying the rent.

eV 5Y S¢an.

(Sw. Qaeriver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

And you will continue to do so ?

o0& BGCY &Y Y

(Qsorrey LG Beir LbaDep5)
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

Until we acquire the land.

GDDOBY e,
(5. Qaeriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Is it your proposal to acquire the
land ?

Bewldm 575 @ew DE®
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&8 B88pd
oo AEcE &Y VF8E
(Qazorres LBwBar LaDep )
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

We have to, if there is no other
land to house the school.

@ S. 3. 9CadN » (eHE, edge
Gend m %2 DOED 8 OR)

(Qsorres M. 9. Qemsrsar—aursss,
Hwrurr, o.ewe/, SLILIDDID YDLDE FIT )

(The Hon. T. B. Ilangaratne—Minister
of Commerce, Trade, Food and Shipping)

O DNINGDRNOE, 8 B s&®
O BEG &8® wmeow DD WE®
DG CB B B & & Hwd 8
G EO g ©0em wE DOs»
2DE2.

R. DO. @ere»S dw. (BFe)
(8. 1o erb. GenGCradar—i9.9Ca)
(Mr. D. M. Gunasekere—Bibile)

O DNGDDNOS}, 68 LNz
dcoary s& o, 1960 8y Svesed
ey S BDéemcw @ Bx¥e geed msmaun
dwews) b DNEO® wewmm DT b

QnmzE) enéd g e o ¥
BPvé w8®8Bewsy s gy
B 68 ©lxsens: QOB

BRI 6CGw & 9C R 8B8xem 68
Bes®. VFeC w@swnd @ &
a0 8Ené 9 BeAd® D &
ey . 8. O8. qenced s »HNB
geoCwm  6d 882860 &8
3,000 z¥ 0% YO BeAB.
RAned Bw G8wuE @wdery e
GO BeAWD. Bdyew O Bzx
a8wC oo wemms e o
6023,

W BN

(Furprusr)

{Mr, Speaker)

20® 6@ AW c®S & Znen.
COY DS ¢ 500 380 ¥ Hws) B.

8. 98 @ehew'nd .

(8. . erb. @GewrCrasr)

(Mr. D. M. Gunasekere)

P 0 e :Bwd e® BEH&
80 T w»D eS® i BB
N OO WE wH.
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DIBN BN
(Furprust)

(Mr, Speaker)
HF DO DS e R 95T ®.

8. O0. gemo’wmd .
(Bm. w©. orb. GawCsréar)
(Mr. D. M. Gunasekere)

BYBME NTB WS  Bes
B W IOMO DB’ JEN.

c®d,

oG @eomdm“m
(Qzorrar @emsrGer)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

Asde BO emdénd cRen A3
DI BN BeA®. WY 68 &l Besd
JO0r» 8w F Wbien wmed RSO
AW 8 men. Y9IV MmE®
IWI®O BE& ec® 9D Bwxs'd
OB,

8. 8. @l 9RdBRm Ow.
(8. . 9. QYT (ST VI e )
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

SSWBICO wE 29w .

3. 98. g&rew wé .
(8. . orb. GawCréar)
(Mr. D. M. Gunasekere)

BCNELT 6w gelBm® e O
FuO exdm® HEOD A ¢
e, BCHERST dwy 8§ &
38D D DEHDn.

NS QCoNSHY B
(Qzerres @avmass Ger)
(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

&F SRsd 5IEX B 5Y 55 Desesy
e O & o Gthw DEHN.

8. . qemew’ WS .

(8. . erb. GamCassr)

(Mr. D. M. Gunasekere)

c® BRce =C Bemws ©Dd®
I ol GOBYP® I8 dwewsy®
B enebsYg DY D,

1962 eS=m®dE 11
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aéL @Go@émpm

(Qserres @Gomasrser)

(The Hon. Ilangaratne)

a8 Benw W8 ab OB
eErT® BE& wdBY 8.

g me O Emnd @i8uny HEVD Bew®
BDE® CE.

DS BN

(FuTprLIST)

(Mr. Speaker)

I think that Questions Nos. 9 and
11 are the same. One answer would
suffice.

@l . 8. owlfwud Owi. (8e¢
DO@y 8¢ ECol» ) o)

(8. i eraw. . Curelwi— B Buienins
Fifer LI TT@ehLeT pé Srifusne )

(Mr. R. S. V. Poulier—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance)

I have tried to answer them
separately, because they are put in
two different forms.

S¥ow ©ThNInS cdel C8mE DT
=1, -5 15 1O)

& EET AT

Ceenaud eyerer
TP ZIH T @HT : Hlusivar

)T FTEIE

CLERKS IN THE GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTANTS
SERVICE : APPOINTMENT

11. em®»5Y @cn.

(8. Qaariver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

8¢C noBean’ qiyy ydme: (g)
Sed menmnBm8 cef Do B8 dsT
dnewry sBHREO0 ged By
el B3O ecen Sewwwz 1961 £%E
@ 1 DB Em IO Ge DY,
e ended  Bewlds eFndedf
O Dw @D Ve Dk S8xY
1961 ccea®dE 1 B Em geed BT
45 ccemm) 8P 38BenwMD enn
DOB G AV A& ¢’ M ? ()
00w ©0n Y8 & minlery @nve?
cO® e Dwd (B8 20%Y) sy BE®D
SBw geod WésYery =D ? (®)
1961.7.1 &2 E» DI e Senmed
@ 1061124 DB 8y =D¥Dm Ge
5099, s8semed ©RAC »POsT
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BT EO ond®d 8IBFE 1961
cct®a8 1 2B €O gD B aCe®
357 88 cem D6 gyewy s¥c?

BRuemwssors GCali dley: (&) Iyr
FrEss savsasreri CooadeE i
s Yladrg Qafle OsFlegpsrear
ufl eveQurearg 1961, §37™& @PFTLD
CasPwerm po Qupp Qsaruesun Ger
arir 1961, 19 Q&b QpSOTLH Cas Bop
CeMler Gr@s sriusffeowus shve
rr&s Qsrev.. souQurarf@e 45 ufl
&r&‘é‘@a@é’@ Cprapasiulf e
Qupp Ogeruesyd  ear Yypeurrr?
() Yyoss Gariipsm BuwarGiogeyb
Qeimin rgGger? @&Crmasm U

el

Qurapm pluvarmser Qo spE 2yTFrn
&b 2 5CsRsGTpg? (@) 1.7.61 b CsH
g Qupp ufl evsulergib 1.12.61 16 G55
poLQupp  GCorapsts  uflesdier gib
OuoCuaoser @ereub UAFaGTCeFls
ul @ aumpeasiey 1961, 19Qeibii PSS
CsBllarGereri QsCormass @ USSP

Buseraser Qe Cger ?

asked the Minister of Finance:
(a) Is he aware that an examination
was held on 1st July, 1961, for the
purpose of selecting candidates for
appointment as clerks in the Govern-
ment Accountants Service and that
45 candidates were subsequently in-
terviewed on 1st December, 1961, by
a Board headed by the Deputy Secre-
tary to the Treasury? (b) Why
have no appointments been made
since then and when does the
Government intend to make appoint-
ments to this service ; (¢) Why have
two acting appointments been made
after 1st December, 1961, to this
service while the results of the
examination of 1.7.61 and the inter-
view of 11261 are still under
consideration ?

e Bwd Ocsn.
(85 Curdwi)
(Mr. Poulier)

(¢) Yes. (b) No appointments
have been made as the results of the
examination have not beend made

Hewldn O5Y5) e WCH
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available, pending a decision by the
Cabinet on the degree of proficiency
in Sinhala that candidates should
possess. (¢) These two acting appoint-
ments were made owing to the exi-
gencies of the service. These two
officers can be reverted to their subs-
tantive posts when permanent
appointments are made.

OB S
(’,@@ ClEeriperT )

(Mr. Keuneman)

In view of the acute shortage of
accountants right throughout the
Government Service, will the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary give us an
assurance that there will be no fur-
ther delay in making such appoint-
ments especially when the examina-
tion was held over a year ago and
the interview was held over eight
months ago ?

In the absence of the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary giving that infor-
mation, will the Hon. Minister of
Finance give the information ?

oI Besd Dean.

(Blap. Curelw)

(Mr. Poulier)

All I can say is that it will be

attended to when a Cabinet decision
is reached.

eDHOBY O¢s.

(8. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Is the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
aware that profficiency in the official
language was not one of the qualifica-
tions required of the candidates?

eI Besd dcsn.
(8. Curelwir)
(Mr. Poulier)

I am not aware.

CDDOBY Sca.

(8ap. Qseriner )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Is it not posible to make these
appointments on the condition that
those appointed should learn the
official language within a specified
periodcof time ? As Chairman of the
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Public Accounts Committee for a
long time, the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary knows the position re-
garding the lack of accountants in
Government Service. Will that
aspect of the matter be examined ?

ST Cw® D¢

(8. Curelwir)
(Mr. Poulier)

I shall look into it.

DEL. oz Dan.
(8. tefly. ssE@uEs)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

Is he aware that the Cabinet has
not met after the 24th of last month ?

oG8 Des.
(&Sap. Cumeluni)
{Mzx. Poulier)

That information is not correct.

CRO® Qe W onw ¢wadew o 4857
cd2h DAY

B e p

Q&S alps @

CASE NO. 4857 IN UDUGAMA MAGISTRATE’S
COURT

2 Qe  wefev Cmpr” 4857 gyib

12. ewsY8 QDED. Cwmznwm .
(823¢@) !

(8. Qamsrp 1_iefluy. ’Qam:&srrméa—
aefl gi)

(Mr. Henry W. Dissanayake—Hini-
*duma)

WE Y, 6w &y Botd B
DOED) B8EAC O@Bewsy gy I ¢
(g) BB BedIB eCes esém Ge v
G5 2 B e w5 NewsY
8. 8. B »OTemmd 84
CR®® e sy (cw8ed & gow
4857 ey B 8 G¢ D A&
Y NS ? (@) w@XHTE =nd BE
8w e ? (@) b A WD GBI
ccndme®sy pedsy gefdd B, w8
HETC 6 BCNHED B8 e 8
AEEY DAY cODWMOD CHNMMNIBB BB
e D 8O 196289 &P m» ¥Hn O
A2 96 s oo

= r . I
Dy D@
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cxT¥mdne? (8) Sy Bwb B Hdwn
ceoded esBd 88edc? (6) 8d g
0® eccndme®@sy pedsy g Pedd
DDce ? (o) @K G end BESw
c® A2 &0 »BEB tdwd 5D, A
ceendme®sy pedsy ged PO BgRTy
S BHSD eveced ndwkzy Gendwnd
e 8e8c®@s) 1O 8g g BB
dod susfeny @xs¥e?

@550 srifeo, earpri @, sordsrr e
srr yowismrs Cal di@) : (o)) sl
ACTr FLwrsg surfllsasliu L @y-eumsau
oaugsHmEsspsrs  orb. 1. CLafl ereru
auir, 4857 15 Q&5 eups@e 2 Bs redew
BCp fh uwarpHFe  @ppEsFTLL
ul L rQreruemg el gypleursrr? ()
pE&E QaTLifs 2 GHCUTsssi wri ?
(@) wvaafls sraorer@rramar G
sorgem 5 ML &l L rQrearajib, eT@H&
werer  Frl Aeows GCaren® apsoss
OF 7 BLTGs pygurQsere/ s i
b ST pSESHS QBT ibs 2 &HGur
551 9.8.1962 Qo aupsama earew QLo
gx&@am@%r;ﬁ@rairum’a; SaF yplersr ?
(%) @ippora osater s asd 56
Lo P& F1% &S  Fepsubar@ssri?  (2-)
Quwgioulls  srawrel  Ge%wéserse s
L@ @l s QLT ap g ? (2) avps@s
Qar_ips e sHCuressi @sdr apear
arGr B Bler p 5 Ber ST & Bl (&
QsranBopg, sraorefl Homrssersens
ALB &y QerermLs GOLCHFTLL_L1
UL et ue gL oaselle BSwerps
Aoe awmbuyuopsss ey msgu

L ST EET SC Her ?

asked the Minister of Industries,
Home and Cultural Affairs: (a)
Is he aware that a man called M. V.
Dannie was charged in the Udugama
Magistrate’s Court in case No. 4857
for the possession of unlawfully
manufactured liquor ? (b) Who was
the prosecuting officer ? (¢) Is he
aware that the Prosecuting Officer
withdrew the case on 9.8.1962, on the
ground that an Excise Guard had
left the department and that he
could not proceed to trial with the
balance evidence? (d) How many
times" did this accused appear in
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court ? (e) When did this Excise
Guard leave the department? (f)
Why did not the Prosecuting Officer
bring this to the notice of the court
earlier and prevent the accused from
being harassed by having to come to
court on a number of occasions after
the guard had left the department ?

oG ©o¥BwE o msNe®D (28
@Y, e tn wotd IBD WOWD)
SEC wdB)

(Qsarrar  ews@iure Crerewss—
@&560srile, eorprl (B, sorssrr e
ETT YOO FIT)

; (The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—
‘| Minister of Industries, Home and Cultural
Affairs)

(¢) @8 () owced 8360 ¢
| FOomed swmnd @hde oS um
Db Y @hg 8w ac. .
S8BT oy, (9) ccnB 8§ ey 8
Ctdws 88 8B@ervanrysny 9D
aazny 0 868G maw S8y
BDPD ¢S exsn  c& (&)
B Bw& 9 Nbwr CenSed  6esd
8Oew. () ©® wmeanry wés
ey qedd wmd 99, 298d.
YrnsYeg aum O, dy 1961.10.10 5
E® cddewsy sm W C&. (o) wd
Rg Déewm&idm) B c@® 8 Bw& &
D) VNV Gwded & dbewsi®
8S gmé VD BB8bwd Y &%
DB CE. ecABD 988ury Y «®
8 ¢5® a®HTecsy »HPD Dy
DO wof® as@sf, 6cedHD @88
B35 WD G ONB wrT8 6mesS
Gt  BOWO B  esned S
cded gemed amaBe®s g e
OO 9d Yl %ed8O, MA?D 9’y gl
D6 B3O HOBHE wwsw Hw
Wegw. BHAE BCHWEE eceerm
et DewsY ©» DO 5d I ¢ded
NDHE Y Smwnw s D GE
9%Y O ¢t S DO Gow. 49 edew
1961 560D eI Benesy 8RB
w5 5D, wWoerlBl® JEeeIEnDe
e PHE sl B8wd cany) HSOO &g 2
e MWd g g8, e ® HCEED
e Ben 62.8.9 €O ®HAD wE

Bewidn @55 Vew Vw6

2800
28w BE&
A8 GO IB. PTUB  Hbedd @
sBeHE wwBw edexnd o, gef
S DB

ennY8 WDED. Cwiznum .

(8. Qaverg) 1 lefly. Bevprudss)

(Mr. Henry W. Dissanayake)

CcnIE@ DD B BedsYeny
w®yden NG 8D RN, cx¥w
¢ ? DA 9T g WS oFery bk
DG B ey NEd B Besy
e wmHBw BD YD T
WOBYO 8w BNwB. Ve’ sdBEnsT
aned, & ond gef Jeex 1961 »O o
58 g6 ST Bndwd Gendwd emny
Qe O Bene BendB. AL 9T gef
DS awyem HPD gnx’0 DD
e en Bendny, cendews DD
Oy exnedRB. & B Woem DS 6@
B 2D Tene WEWDE B B
D5Y 5O MOBE.

O& @B e $NBNED

(Qsorres ewsSflure Crer@uss)
(The Hon, Maithripala Senanayeke)
c® o PO DD v DEHEN.

AAER. cvysnwm .

(8. L Lefly. FE@)WIGS )

(Mr. W. Dahanayake)

QT els g9xYfewuml o8 &l s
OO 84D mmI Bleme
eI BN B AD GHOBHS crsImDe?

a& ce@BenE ot BN5NwD
(Q@erras ewgsHilure Coarewss)
(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)
BN,

ADEL. cvznem .
(8w uelly. ss@uss)
(Mr. W. Dahanayake)
a®l amemn @Wen
MENDY 50 BBY 50 @5 5,

ad AT QL

(Osarras LBy Ser waveps)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

On behalf of the Hon. Minister of
Transport and Works, I ask for time
to answer Question No. 13.

D6 &
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(Quréi  tefly. . 19 @oar)

(Dr. W. D. de Silva)

What is the meaning of this, Mr.
Speaker ? You must preserve Order
in the House. The Hon. Minister of
Transport and Works has not come,
his Parliamentary Secretary has not
come. and another Hon. Minister is

asking for time to answer the
Question.

g D Oy EmHmE 98uxm’ HEID Hewlw
265 e

HeDCHHWB

Sy Blefliiny
ANNOUNCEMENT

D156
(Furprusr)
(Mr. Speaker)

I desire to refer to the complaint
by the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Defence and Ex-
ternal Affairs made on the 5th Sep-
tember, 1962, that the “ Ceylon Daily
News ” was guilty of a breach of the
Privileges of this House in that in an
article published in that newspaper
on that day it had been represented
that he had raised an issue of breach
of Privilege earlier in relation to a
statement made by the Deputy-
Speaker and that I had held that
such statement did not constitute a
breach of Privilege.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
submitted that this was a distortion
of what had taken place which should
not be permitted and desired action
to be taken for an adequate retraction
to be made.

I have sent for and questioned the
editor of the newspaper concerned
who informs me that the reporter
who was responsible for the article
in question had misunderstood what
had occurred in the House and had
made a bona fide mistake in thinking
that it was the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary who had raised the issue of
Privilege. He had warned the re-
porter concerned against a repetition
of a mistake of this nature-and had

1962 edom®8 11

2802
Déyme 8EIC TR BIW
published an apology in the issue of

the “ Ceylon Daily News” of the 6th
September, 1962.

He has in addition addressed to me
a letter dated the 10th September in
which he has tendered his sincere
apologies to this House for the
mistake.

I have warned the editor that the
utmost care must be taken in report-
ing the proceedings of the House and
have asked him to see that they are
accurate and fair. I do not think the
matter calls for any further action.

Doz e gaows: 1962
I ®d8 10 9 ¢»
“ G Yo V1SN
P piiyflenin o) : 1962, Qe iGl 1oL 10 Sy
CsBu “omasr Su” oflayerer 9plsemns
QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE : REPORT IN

“ LANKADIPA ”’ OoF 10TH SEPTEMBER,
1962

oeDemdw ADED. &. ¢ BE
(Qrai dofly. 1. 19 Geveur)
{Dr. W. D. de Silva)

I wish to raise a mater of Privilege.
The “ Lankadipa” of 10th Septem-
ber, 1962, contains a report about
Parliament. I would like you to
look into this matter as earlier too
such things have occurred.

DS 532D

(FLm prwisr)

{Mr. Speaker)

I will look into the matter.

ceDemNiaw VDED. B. ¢ BE:H
(Orar i  liofly. o, 19. Hoeur)
(Dr. W. D. de Silva)

I will read to you the relevant
paragraph about the cut in the rice
ration :

“eond scme g8 B3O 8re oG exxt8w
£ 3Ce@s 9D MG 0 ol dwx e dwEsw

¢35 e dnw erxneduBe gadR
Beanta Do,
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“wnc” means “ cattle-shed ”.

In fact the hon. Member for Ratna-
pura (Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)
mentioned yesterday that an officer
in his area had said that buffa-
loes had been sent to Parliament. The
newspapers report that the Hon.
Prime Minister has made this state-
ment. It is the report of a speech
made by the Hon. Prime Minister.
I want you to look into this matter.

Previously the hon. Member for
Galle (Mr. W. Dahanayake) had been
pulled up by Mr. Speaker for having
made a similar statement when he
had referred to the Parliament as a
bali maduwa. You will see in the
OrricIAL REPORT of 13th July, 1949,
Vol. 6 column 21-28 that the Hon.
Speaker at that time appointed a
Select Committee consisting of Mr.
Albert F. Peiris, Mr. H. R. U. Prema-
chandra, Mr. S. A. Pakeman and Mr.
H. Sri Nissanka, K. C. to investigate
this matter.

I would like you to investigate the
matter I have raised.

DD BN

(Furprusmr)

(Mr, Speaker)

Will you please see me in my
Chambers at 12 o’clock ?

coDemniw ADED. &. ¢ B8 :
(QLréi L tefly. . 19 Hever)
(Dr. W. D. de Silva)

Yes.

oY, 8. & & A0 @ (6B »S-
g 83w)

(Bm. Cs. oré. 8. goCui—0upsp-
TV 9 1g.u1)

(Mr. K. H. G. Albert—Bentara-

Elpitiya)
0@ 608w RN B NG a8
s Dt DOBWGL BN,

ceDcmnBe DDED. & ¢ B
(Orég i lefly. w©. 9 GQder)

(Dr. W. D. de Silva)

smed Bews OB OO LHHGwOED,

Bewldm 0s7% VeBDEH
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GCE DO ¢ Desa.

(8@ goCu)

(Mr. Albert)
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ecdemndw ADED. 8. ¢ BC D

(Qré_i _tiefluy. te. 19 Hoaur)

(Dr. W. D, de Silva)

g B 208, 85 éesyenny
gy ®w HDesyesy ; DB s e
e®nY GENECIR.

SdBD RS By,
1962-63
215816 wCFrgsr, 1962-63
APPROPRIATION BirL, 1962-63

b BcdBE ©cEn AC® CE—[YoBRae

e @& 10]
DO BENGRDS Foeznbd .

95 2 BBwu—MBDY, 9IS, WSS
6 IeCAC g@rmnDicn

95 —awgQsrife, srexfl, Sil
uraer, Nerdlens DY OLDE FiT

eVLiLy

HEAD 95.—MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, LAND,
IRRIGATION AND POWER

1 2 wPdmw—wmud OHAce«w
cualnGm ©w8 M8 ©v» B
Emyn, &. 5,80,826

QUIT & BLILIGRT @6V, 1.—Liewilrerfler 2p@hs
&l Cougearapys 19 pLig &@Hb, EHLUT
5,80,826

Vote No. 1.—Personal Emoluments

and other Adwvances of Staff
Rs. 5,80,826

1 2 co &8w.—cefDm wodm
29, &. 3,60,390

211 Gy 1.—osriQur;
@pLd, esur 3,60,390

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and Salaries
Rs. 360,390

@&8esny 285 Ge
[eief om®BE 6]—

~ “That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item ¢ Minister’.””

—[8. 8. @3 @&d%dm ®w.]

@asrn_'rq;_b FLOLIGT

306 @I NI L—

S e B8 6B W™Em L.
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(&lp. Qseriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

When we adjourned last night I
was addressing you and through you
the Hon. Minister and the House on
the need to have a proper policy
regarding the import and use of trac-
tors and other agricultural machi-
nery. At the moment, utter chaos pre-
vails in this field because there is no
policy governing either the import or
the use of tractors. This chaos is no
doubt beneficial to the firms which
import tractors and sell them on a
commission basis, but it is detrimen-
tal both to the foreign exchange posi-
tion of this country and to the agri-
cultural development of this country.
I therefore stress that a definite policy
should be laid down very early on the
conditions under which tractors
should be imported. You should
decide on the type of tractors or other
agricultural machines that should be
imported and whether a ceiling on
the value of imports of ftrectors
should be established. We should also
have a policy in regard to the use of
tractors particularly in the matter of
what sized units of land are suitable
for tractor cultivation and what type
of land is suitable for tractor plough-
ing. A definite decision should also
be reached on striking a proper
balance between tractor ploughing
and the use of buffaloes and other
draught animals, particularly in
order to meet the point made by the
hon. Leader of the Opposition, in his
Speech, on the need for organic ferti-
lizer for the paddy fields.

It seems to me that not enough
work is being done on improving the
ploughs of this country and using
cheaper and more effective methods,
depending on local talent and mate-
rial, to get a better return. Some time
ago the department introduced a very
cheap plough from China which could
be made locally. It was tried out in
some places. I do not know what
happened to that experiment ; if the
Minister would tell us, I should be
glad.

1962 S ®d8 11
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ab B. 8. ¢ BCD (2m8WIY, 8o,
23Ba = B¢€ Acw BEAC G OB,
Qe G OB am e BIHD )

(Qsorra 2. 5. 1 Roveur—aio GG srilev,
srewtl, [Siiirsar, Dereflens OO F(THLD,
B G nsFHL ForL ApSNaUTHLD)

(The: Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Agriculture, Land, Irrigation, Power and
Finance and Leader oi the House)

It is a transplanting machine.

SN BY .

(8w Q&erver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It seems to me that, instead of
making the use of tractors a fad, we
should find out where they are bene-
ficial, confine the use of tractors to
those places and for these purposes,
and do a little more research on im-
proving our ploughs and the agricul-
tural implements we use locally.

I now turn to another question of
policy. You will recall that in the
1961 Throne Speech the Government
announced its intention to achieve
self-sufficiency in certain subsidiary
foodstuffs like chillies, onions and
potatoes within a period of three
years. I should like to know from
the Minister what has happened in
this regard, because the figures that
are supplied to us in the draft three-
year implementation programme
indicate that this policy is not being
implemented and, in actual fact, that
the efforts of the Government, if any,
have foundered on the rocks. You
know that 34 per cent. of the value
of all our food imports is spent on
items like these—subsidiary food-
stuffs—and one would have thought
that there would have been a serious
effort to improve production in this
regard. But the import figures do
not seem to indicate this. I have not
been able to find any production
figures relating to 1961, but the im-
port figures are very distressing.
What is the position in the first year
of the three-year period laid dowmn:
for self-sufficiency in chillies, onions
and potatoes ? As far as imports of
dried chillies are concerned, we find
that there has been a slight decrease
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in the volume of imports ; between
1960 and 1961 the imports, by volume,
decreased by 5,000 cwt. But we still
pay nearly Rs. 33 million on imports,
and import values have gone up. I
do not know whether this is due to an
increased production of chillies or
whether this is due to an overall
policy of the Government of reducing
administratively imports into the
country under the direction of the
Ministry of Finance for the purpose
of reducing the drain on foreign
exchange. I know, for instance, that,
in the case of dried fish, there was a
reduction of some Rs. 31 million last
] Year on imports from India. This was
| not as a result of any shortage of
supplies but as a result of a deliberate
policy of keeping down imports. And
| the same policy prevailed in the
matter of staggered imports of rice.
Import policy was being carried out
in such a way that the main consi-
deration was that of controlling the
drain on foreign exchange rather
than meeting consumer needs in this
country.

I do not know whether the decrease
of 5,000 cwt. in the matter of the im-
port of dried chillies is due to in-
creased production or whether it is
a result of the arbitrary policy the
Government follows in restricting
imports of food.

However, in regard to potatoes and
onions, the situation is definitely
worse. Between 1960 and 1961 the im-
ports of potatoes increased by 74,000
| cwt. and we had to pay Rs. 1.3 million
| more for this. The total value of
potatoes imported in 1961 was Rs. 20.4
million. Between 1960 and 1961 the
import of red onions increased by
9,000 cwt. and the total value of the
imports of red onions in 1961 was
" Rs. 2.8 million. In the case of other
onions, between 1960 and 1961 there
was an increase in imports of 19,000
cwt. and the value of imports in-
creased by Rs. 3.2 million. The total
value of imports of onions other than
red onions in 1961 was Rs. 18.4
million. If you look at those figures,
you must conclude that the plan to
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reach self-sufficiency in subsidiary
foodstuffs in three years is flopping
badly. What is this due to ? Is it due
to the fact that you only make
speeches and never do anything in
practice ? Is it due to the fact that
you still invest all your money on
paddy production and ignore the need
for a rapid production of subsidiary
foodstuffs ? Or is it due to some
other reason ?

I should like the Hon. Minister
to enlighten us on this matter. Will
he please tell us why his plan is
flopping ? Why are you not able to
carry out your promise to increase
the production of subsidiary food-
stuffs such as those I have
mentioned ? How do you intend
getting over these difficulties? I
know that some people say that the
increase in imports is due to the
increase in population.

wG & 8. ¢ BED

(Qzerrey &F. (7. 9. Kaovaur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Increased consumption.

eWMBDBY Ocs.

(8. Qaerwer)
{Mr. Keuneman)

Even if that is so, which I doubt
very much, the position is that your
plan is showing no increase in pro-
duction. I think that this policy is a
good policy. It should be pursued with
the greatest vigour and effort. But
unfortunately in this field too, like in
all the other fieds of agricultural
activity, there is a thoroughly dis-
pirited, lackadaisical, enervated
approach to the problem. Things
are just drifting along. There seems
to be no dynamism, no drive, from
the Minister and right throughout the
Ministry and its Departments. As a
result, we are in this unhappy posi-
tion where we still depend to a very
great degree on the imports of rice,
subsidiary foodstuffs and fish from
abroad and, as a result, see our
foreign assets run down on the pur-
chase of articles of consumption
which we should have produced in
this country in sufficient quantities
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long ago. In fact, it is one of the
great indictments on the work of the
Ministry - of Agriculture, Land, Irri-
gation and Power that we should be
in the parlous position that, in order
to save Rs. 55 million of foreign
exchange, the only proposal the
Government can put forward is that
of cutting half a measure from the
subsidised ration of rice.

I said when I started, that the work
of this Ministry does not touch my
constituency very much. May
mention one matter where it does
touch my constituency ; but not
peculiarly my constituency. It is also
a general policy of the Ministry. I
refer to milk production. The present
policy of the Government in the
matter of the production and sale of
milk is a complete confession of
failure. To my mind they condemn
themselves out of their own mouths.
The consumption of milk products
of all types is terribly low in Ceylon.
I think it is about 3 ozs. per head per
day. This includes not only fresh
milk but powdered milk, condensed
milk, curd and various types of milk
products. We spend Rs. 72 million a
year on importing milk products into
this country but the Milk Board
cannot sell even the meagre amount
of fresh milk that it buys from pro-
ducers here. Is that not a standing
condemnation of the work of this
Ministry and the policies of this
Government ? What a fantastic
situation ! 3 ozs. of milk per day per
head is the average consumption.
Rs. 72 million a year is spent on
importing dried milk and condensed
milk. But even the fresh milk pro-
duced in this country and bought by
the Milk Board cannot be sold com-
pletely. What does the Government
propose to do?

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8CD

(Qserran &. & g HAevour)

(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

That position has been put right
because the milk feeding centres
which were distributing milk im-
ported through the Health Depart-
ment are now distributing fresh
milk.
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(B . Qsarier)

(Mr, Keuneman)

The Government announced in the
Throne Speech and later in the
Budget that they are going to set up
two plants. The first is a condensed
milk plant at Welikande with an in-
take of 86,000 pints a day. This is
supposed to be ready by 1962-63. The
second plant is to be a spray-drying
plant in Nuwara Eliya to make pow-
dered milk. It will have an intake
of 20,000 pints a day. If you have
now diverted a certain amount of
unsold fresh milk to the milk feeding
centres, do you say that you are now
going to abandon these two projects ?
No. On the contrary, you are going
shead with these plants. Has the
Government seriously brought its
mind to bear on the question why it
is not possible to market fresh milk ?
A great deal of the activities of the
Milk Board is in and around the city
of Colombo, although it is opening
centres in other places.

You can never tackle this question
of the sale of fresh milk successfully
unless you have a definite policy in
regard to the import of powdered
milk. The Government for some
reason does not want te touch the
question of imported pow-ered

milk. But I feel that it is
absolutely necessary to review
the whole position regarding

the import of powdered milk and re-
duce this import in some way or
other because the unnecessarily large
import of powdered milk is one of the
main reasons why we are not able to
sell our fresh milk. I know that milk
is something associated with babies
and children, and, therefore it is a
subject that can arouse great senti-
mental feeling among people. But
the point is that we are spending far
too much money importing powder-
ed milk.

The second matter to note
is that this powdered milk is largely
consumed by the middle and upper
classes and in the tea boutiques. I
do not think our average villager and
ayverage worker consume much
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powdered milk. They certainly con-
sume condensed milk where they do
consume milk, but it is really other
social classes who generally con-
sume powdered milk. I am not
speaking here of infant foods. A
great deal of the powdered and
skimmed milk that is brought into
this country is also used to adulterate
the fresh milk which is sold to the
Milk Board. Everybody knows this.

The Government seems to be terri-
fied to touch the import of powdered
milk. If you take some definite steps
to control the import of powdered
milk, you can push ahead with the
sale of fresh milk. It is far better to
sell fresh milk to the people of
Ceylon and to increase the consump-
tion of fresh milk.

I do not want to discuss the
scheme to manufacture condensed
milk, because I think it is a good one.
Do you know that we are importing
something like twenty-four different
brands of condensed milk into this
country at prices ranging from about
40 cents to 95 cents a tin C. I. F. in
Colombo ? There are two things that
you can bring into Ceylon without
difficulty. One is drugs. You can
import anything into Ceylon if
you call it a drug. The second thing
is milk. I am not talking of infants
food; I am talking of powdered

milk.

ob & 8 ¢ 8T

(Qsorres &. (F. 1. Hevour)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The question of limiting the im-
ports of powdered milk has been
examined. The Government is of
opinion that until we get our con-
densed milk plant going it will not
be safe to take any action to
restrict imports.

em®»OsY D

( Bm. Qaeriner)

{Mr. Keuneman)

Till you get your condensed milk
plant going, your fresh milk is going
to waste. What is happening ?

Bewldn 0585 ex VEw
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Either the milk is going to waste or
else the Milk Board is reducing its

purchases from dairymen in various
ways.

oS 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qzerra; £. (9. 9. Aoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have stopped the import of
milk by the Department of Health,

and . We are supplying the milk
feeding centres with fresh milk.

OBy D¢s.

(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

That is one way of getting out of
the difficulty, but the basic problem
Is that you must take some action to
control the import of powdered
milk. Without taking such action,
you cannot get far. May I say that
your aim should be to sell fresh
milk cheap to the people. To start
with, this can be done easily in the
City of Colombo because there is not
much transport involved. Go ahead
with your condensed milk scheme ;
and if you have further surpluses, by
all means go ahead with your spray-
drying plant for powdered milk. But
surely the first emphasis must be on
the sale of fresh milk ?

Secondly, the Government must
take a serious decision on the
question of milk production. In the
case of paddy and subsidiary food-
stuffs, a large number of subsidies,
guaranteed prices and other incen-
tives exist. How do you expect to
develop milk production without
giving producers any incentives ?
Fodder is not being produced. In
fact, they are delaying the erection
of the flour mill, saying that they do
not know what to do with the bran.

CeOMDCw . J. BB» (g
defes)

(O_r&_i erew. a. 68165 7 LD G 157 6D — 9y &
paven )

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe—Akuressa)

Until they get orders from foreign

countries they do not want to start
the flour mill.
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SNBOB Dew.

(B Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

There must be some incentive
given to the producers of milk.
Milk and fish have been the Cinde-
rallas of agriculture. They have
been left to the initiative of any
person who can scrape a living by
selling milk or catching fish. But,
in my opinion, these activities also
need incentives and planned help.
Foreign exchange to the value of
Rs. 150 million is spent every year
on importing fish and milk products
" into this country. Absolutely no in-
centive is given in either of these
fields to increase production. The
only incentive is given to a few
businessmen to make commissions
out of the fish caught by Japanese
around our shores.

I ask the Government to take a
serious attitude to this question and
to work out some form of incentives.
Even if you cannot give them a sub-
sidy, give these producers relief in
taxes or in some other way. It is
absolutely essential.

Secondly, as a result of the Milk
Board not being able to dispose of
its purchases, all sorts of vexatious
practices are being carried on against
some of these dairy-owners., Some
of them have to be watched like
hawks. But, some of the minor
officials—I am not blaming the
people at the top in this matter—
quite wunnecessarily harass these
gentlemen. I know of a case of a
Sinhalese gentleman in my consti-
tuency residing at Layards Broad-
way, Grandpass, who runs a dairy.
Four or five times, the Milk Board
has refused to buy his milk on the
ground that he was three or four
minutes late in starting the milking.
It is quite unnecessary harassment.
He has to throw away the milk.

But all this arises from the basic
problem that the Milk Board does
not want to buy milk if it can avoid
it because it does not know where
to sell it. I do hope that the whole
question of milk production-and sales
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is thoroughly reviewed. ‘Please try
to sell fresh milk as much as you can,
and then on the basis of incentive
and increased production, go ahead
with your condensed milk and
powdered milk projects. You will
certainly earn money on them, but
you must think not only of money ;
you must think also in terms of the
production of agricultural commo-
dities and improving the health of
our people.

I turn to the question of sugar. It
is one of the major scandals of this
Ministry. We have referred to this
matter in detail earlier. So, I am not
going to discuss this in very great
detail now. The position about sugar
is a scandal with which the Ministry
seems not in the least concerned. I
never saw such a happy-go-lucky
attitude as on the part of this
Minister towards the production of
sugar.

Sir, what is the position ? We have
two excellent sugar factories, at Gal
Oya and Kantalai, both are first class
factories, among the best factories in
South East Asia. The Government
has not only put up these factories,
it is now expanding those factories by
adding alcohol plants. I think they
are both completed.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qasarres &. 9. 13 Qveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is necessary for the factories.

OBV BY csn.

(Bm. Qaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Yes, it is necessary. But what is
more necessary for the factory is the
sugar cane. What is the good of
having an alcohol plant and a sugar
factory, if you do not have cane ?
And that is precisely what is happen-
ing. Do you know that since 1952,
only 8,200 acres have been planted

with sugar cane according to their
own figures.

Let me show you how much behind
target they are, on the basis of their
own-admission. In 1961, according
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to the tortoise-like, snail-like progress
of the Ministry in the matter of sugar
cane planting, they were expected to
harvest 9,800 acres of cane yielding
34,300 tons of cane, or 3.5 tons of sugar
cane per acre. That was the target.
But what was the actual position in
1961 ? There were only 2,000 acres
harvested as against 9,800 that should
have ben harvested, according to the
target. The yield was 2,297 tons of
cane in 1961 as against 34,800 tons of
cane which was the target for 1961.
And the production of sugar per acre

was only 1.4 tons in 1961 as against the
| target of 3.5 tons.

Now, Sir, one would have
expected in this situation, that this
Ministry would start a crash pro-
gramme to grow sugar cane. But what
do we see ? Look at the confession
of bankruptcy in the Draft Short
Term Implementation Programme :

“Tt has been decided to slow down the
rate of expansion.”

as 8. 8. ¢ B8C
(Qzorrey &. (F. 19 Paveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That refers to the Second Kantalai
Sugar Factory and not to the Gal Oya
Sugar Factory.

1962-63

BB,

SO B .

(B . Qaarner)

(Mr, Keuneman)

You are slowing down everywhere.
What is your programme ? In the
whole three-year programme, your
total target is to produce 12,340 tons
of sugar by 1964 or 73 per cent. of
Ceylon’s total requirements. Snails
and tortoises are Olympic runners
compared to you! And you call this
a programme.

They blame wild elephants and wild
boars. It is your wild policies that
are responsible for this situation,
your policy of utter irresponsibility
in the matter of pushing ahead with
the sugar cane cultivation. You seem
to be thoroughly satisfied with
this situation. Your officials are
thoroughly satisfied with this situa-
tion. But I do not think this House
can be satisfied with this situation.

Bewldnm YL Dex E®
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The S. L. F. P. got a drubbing at
Mutur and a very big drubbing at
Kantalai. I am not in the Ileast
surprised. The people who are work-
ing in the Sugar cane fields and others
in the factory have no reason to be
thankful to this Government, not only
are they being given a raw deal but
the whole country is being given a
raw deal.

Last year the rate of clearing was
120 acres a month at Kantalai and this
year it is going to be 50 acres a month.
The Hon. Minister says I was wrong
in saying they have decided to slow -
down the rate of expansion. The
Soviet people who are working there
have not been given the supply
assistance they require. The skilled
mechanics required at the factory to
repair the machinery for clearing
have not been supplied. That is the
position. The machines are still in the
crates. You have brought down your
clearance programme from 150 acres
to 50 acres and yet you talk big of
expansion. It is utter criminal folly.
The whole situation over sugar
production is a disgrace. The Minister
deserves a Vote of No Confidence on
this matter.

&, o 11

Land that has been cleared early is
now in jungle. Manuring and ferti-
lizing have not been done properly.
When I was at Kantalai, I found that
near the road there was very good
cane and when I went a little further
intoc the plantation I found stunted
shrubs because the fertilizer has not
been used properly.

The officials there are not thinking
of growing sugar cane. They want
to fight pigs and elephants. What
they need is brain-washing. The
pecple who are in charge of the sugar
project need to be throughly shaken
up. They should be thrown out and
another set of people put to work. I
vehemently protest at this state of
affairs.

You spend sixty to seventy million
rupees a year importing sugar, and
that is merely because the white sugar
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supplied by the socialist countries is
imyported at the low rate of 18 cents
per pound. Why on earth are you
importing sugar at all? We should
be manufacturing our own sugar.
The Government deserves to be most
sharply criticized in this matter.

My last point: What is happening
to the Cotton Project? Are you
going to repeat what has happened
with regard to sugar in the matter of
cotton also? You have put up a
spinning mill at Veyangoda, an
automatic mill. You are putting up
ancther mill with Chinese aid. You
have electronic gadgets and what
not! But you are not growing a pod
of cotton. You say that you are going
to set aside 10,000 acres for cotton
in the Hambantota District. But you
are now engaged in a dispute about
the sites, as to whether it is better to
grow the cotton in Hambantota or in
Mannar. They might as well grow it
in both places.

o& 8 8. ¢ 8BF 2
(Qsorray &. 1§. 1 fevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It is grown in both places.

e®OsY .

(B . Qserioer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Once you select the site you must
grow the cotton. Otherwise you will
have two beautiful textile factories
without any cotton, like the two
beautiful factories for the manufac-
ture of sugar without the sugar cane.
They are there as a monument to the
folly of the Minister.

It is absolutely necessary that
growing the raw material and build-
ing the factory should go together.
~ By the time our factories come up
the raw material for them should be
ready. And this is where the Minis-
try of Agriculture must be most
sharply criticized. I hope that the
Government will show some change
in its position and that the Hon. Min-
ister himself will change. As far as
agriculture is concerned, his eyes are
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still in the back of his head. He is
not looking forward. He must either
turn about or do something to get
ahead with the job and ginger up his
Ministry. You are just carrying on
in the happy-go-lucky old way and
as a result of it this country is in the
unfortunate situation in which we
see it now. Lack of results in the
food production drive—on which the
greatest amount of money has been
spent and the greatest amount of
money wasted—has brought us to the
position where we have to worry
about Rs. 55 million worth of foreign
exchange because we find that we
cannot balance the Budget. The Gov-
ernment cannot even find the means
to finance the Rs. 130 million unfin-
anced Budget deficit. That is why I
say that agriculture is one of the
main items on which there has got
to be re-thinking and reorganization.

I am very sory to say that there is
still no concrete evidence that this is
happening.
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98, gl O8. gdeE 981 S
(B 5098)

(@)L erib. 83. GTib. LG
BpsTyr)

(Mr. M. I. M. Abdul Majeed—Ninta-
vur)

Mr. Chairman, you would not
have expected me to be participating
in this Debate as I had been ill and
had even obtained three months
leave. But the awareness of the
responsibility for my presence just
now has brought me here because
the entire economy of my consti-
tuency is fully based on agriculture
and paddy production.

1083 g1—

Yesterday evening we had the
privilege of hearing the hon. Member
for Akuressa (Dr. S. A. Wickrema-
singhe) making a valuable
contribution to this Debate. He very
critically analysed many of the
projects under the Ministry of Agri-
culture and tried to convince the
House that the Government was
wrong in not clasping the out-
stretched hand of the Soviet Union
in the matter of assistance.

I am not here to criticize what
action the Government has taken but
I have a very simple and humble
proposition to place before the Gov-
ernment particularly at a time when
we are in the throes of a financial
crisis. I appeal to the Government to
clasp the hand even of the devil him-
self, hold it tight but never allow
yourself to become devilish. Even if
the doors of hell are opened and its
treasures are offered for the benefit
of the country grab them, but never
dare to put even your left foot on
the doorstep.

Speaking yesterday the hon.
Member for Akuressa criticised the
Director of Irrigation for having
recommended the Mahaveli Diversion
Scheme. I am not here to speak on
that subject because indeed I do not
have any technical qualifications on
the strength of which I can speak
about it. However, with regard to the
Director of Irrigation, I must say
that I have had the privilege of
meeting that gentlemen twice in my
life and the last time I met him T
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had a discussion during the course of
which he said he was prepared to
sacrifice anything for the sake of
discipline in his department. That is
definitely a commendable attitude for
the head of a department. Then I
replied : “ Do the right thing and fear
no man ”. If that attitude prevails in
all our departments—I do not say
that it does not prevail—then we
would be able to solve much of the
difficulties that this country is faced
with.

This is not the attitude only of the
Director but of his Deputies also.
After three or four months I had the
privilege of meeting one of his
Deputy Directors. In fact he was by
my sick bed and I overheard them
discussing certain matters in the
course of which the Deputy Director
remarked that if we could have a
disciplined country much of our ills
would be eradicated. Therefore, I
say that a disciplined country is
essential and we must have a discip-
lined administrative set up.

Contrary to this what do we see
now? Indiscipline has become the
order of the day; corruption and
bribery have become the fashion of
the day; less work and more leisure
have become the standard of
efficiency in our country; and racket-
eering has won an international
reputation for our country. I, there-
fore, appeal to this Government to
please appoint a competent body to
survey the administrative set-up,
otherwise the “Three Keys” that
we introduced in the Throne Speech
—hardwork, honesty and sacrifice—
would not have any meaning; the
administrative set-up of this country
must take a turn towards this end.

To achieve all this I would suggest
that the Government lay its hand on
the golden key, the golden key of
communal harmony and amity.
When we have set our hands on this
master key, I assure you, it will open
the minds of everyone alike for the
true and constructive national deve-
lopment of our country and I appeal
to the Hon. Leader of the House to
convey this message to the Mother
of the Nation, remind her of the
appeal I made on 21st May through
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the press and request her to concen-

trate her mind on settling this vexed
problem.

I consider it a rare privilege to be
the representative of Nintavur in this
House. I say this with pleasure and
pride because Nintavur is the
largest paddy producing area in the
whole Island. With the provision of
ordinary agricultural amenities, we
in Nintavur can bring 120,000 acres
of paddy under cultivation in a year
of three seasons—munmari, kala-
pokam and iddaipokam. The Hon.
Minister can satisfy himself in regard
to the truth of this statement, which
is based on a modest calculation. My
constituency has 50,000 acres. With
two cultivations—munmari and the
irrigable season—this becomes 100,000
acres; the third cultivation will raise
the figure to 120,000 acres. In other
words, although the actual acreage is
50,000 acres, by cultivation during
the three seasons we can get a
production in respect of 120,000 acres.
After the introduction of H4 and
parahakala varieties of seed paddy
average yield per acre is in the
neighbourhood of 60 bushels, on a
modest calculation. Multiply that by
120,000 acres, and you get a total
production of 72 lakhs of bushels of
paddy. In terms of rice the H4
variety of seed paddy is not as good
as the earlier varieties which we
have tried; the results of H4 are
good in terms of paddy and bad in
terms of rice. With that marginal
difference and on the basis of 72
bushels of paddy for a ton of rice,
the Nintavur constituency alone is
capable of giving you 100,000 tons of
rice per year which, I believe, is one-
tenth of Ceylon’s total requirements.
Taking the Batticaloa District as a
whole, I am sure one-third of the
country’s total requirements can be
obtained from our part of the
country.

In order to achieve this result,
which, as I pointed out, is quite
modest and practicable, the Govern-
ment need undertake only a few
items of expenditure. Indeed, this is
not a venture but an obligation which
the Government must meet at the
earliest possible moment. My consti-
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tuency is covered by the Galoya
Development Board, and if the Hon.
Minister would give the board a
directive along the lines I have indi-
cated, I am sure the board could
implement it without much delay.

A major portion of my constituency
has been suffering from a lack of irri-
gation and drainage facilities. With
the completion of the work on
the Right Bank Channel under
the Galoya Scheme, the board’s irri-
gation work will be concluded. I
would request the Hon. Minister to
send a directive to the board to step
up work on the Right Bank and com-
plete it by April next year so that
paddy production in the Nintavur
constituency may be started for the
maha season, and my expectation of a
great harvest may be fulfilled. I have
not the slightest doubt that, if the
Hon. Minister would issue the neces-
sary directives, as I suggested, we on
our part will deliver the goods.

oo 8 &8 ¢ BE

(Qaworray &. (F. 19 Soveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I should like to tell the hon. Mem-
ber that I have already given direc-
tions that the highest priority should
be given to the channel system of the
Right Bank because that would bring
a large extent of land rapidly into
production in addition to 20,000 acres
of manawari fields.

00, & O®. gReCE &R V.

(e3@)Ls GTib. €3. GTib. 91 &I 1ng 1)

(Mr. M. I. M, Abdul Majeed) )

I have lost touch with these matters
due to my recent illness but I intend
to go to the G. O. D. B. office no
sooner than I return to my consti-
tuency. Nevertheless, I would re-
quest the Hon. Minister to kindly
send a reminder to the Chairman in
regard to this matter of the comple-
tion of the right bank channel before
April.

The left bank has its natural drain-
age but the right bank does not have
that and even if the right bank
channel is completed before April
there will still be this major problem
of drainage. A team of technical offi-
cers were appointed to go into this
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problem and they have submitted a
report. They have suggested the
installation of a pumping station at
the Sinna Mohathuwaram Causeway
in order to pump out this water into
the sea. Their scheme envisages a
well-accepted formula, but the present
crisis in regard to finance seems to
be weighing too much on the minds
of the officers. I must, however, tell
the Hon. Minister that more produc-
tion is the question that should weigh
most, and therefore the amount we
will have to spend on the scheme will
be negligible compared to the results
we are going to achieve thereby. I
would request the Hon. Minister
therefore in his reminder to draw the
attention of the Chairman to this im-
portant matter also. I know that the
Chairman who is a very amiable
gentleman, along with the other
Members who are very enthusiastic,
and the General Manager who is a
versatile administrator will attend to
this urgent problem not merely be-
cause the Hon. Minister has said,
“Give the drainage system of the
right bank top priority .

As I stated earlier the completion
of the right bank channel and the
drainage of the right bank is very
essential because for centuries there
has been no proper drainage. There
are six thousand acres of land on the
right bank made up of various tracts
such as Sambamunmari, Walala-
waikandam, Karungodathivu and so
on. During normal times the culti-
vators have to bale out water from
these lands both at the time of sowing
and the time of reaping. They are
hardy people and they have been able
to stand up to this work. But after
the channel on the right bank is com-
pleted this will be rather difficult be-
ccause there are a lot of low-lying
fields in this area which have not
been cultivated for the last two
Seasons as they were getting water-
logged. In spite of the fact that these
cultivators cannot work these lands
irrigation fees are being recovered
from them. There is no meaning in
recovering irrigation rates from them
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unless you can give them the land tq
cultivate. I would ask the Hon. Mijn-
ister to look into this difficulty alsg
that the cultivators are faced with.
Irrigation rates are recovered for the
benefits that they receive but here
these benefits are denied to them ; no
facilities are provided to them, but
the irrigation rates are recovered.

&. o, 14.45

There is another matter which I
want to mention for the consideration
of the: Hon. Minister. The Pala-
munai-Arasaiadi Road is a road which
serves about 17,000 acres of agricul-
tural area. I have taken up this
matter also with the G. O. D. B. I
am not making a complaint but I am
mentioning this only because I have
the opportunity now of stating what
the requirements of my area are. This
is not a new road ; this road was com-
pletely destroyed by the last floods.
I would ask the Hon. Minister to con-
sider the question of the construction
of this road as early as possible.

Another matter I want to mention
is this, that the subsidy we have been
fighting for for a long time has no
meaning now as the producer is un-
able to get the benefit of the subsidy.
The paddy producer gets the benefit
of the subsidy through the marketing
system under the G. P. S. Unfortu-
nately this marketing system is faced
with many problems and many diffi-
culties. I shall here enumerate a few
of them.

In fixing up the purchasing system

fobae Moy BiiCin Sinthe' "G ok PrsS:
has a quota system. This
quota system is based on the

dappu system. I say that the dappu
system is necessary merely to show
that the man is cultivating but the
dappu system need not interfere with
the quota system because in the pro-
cess of getting the dappu system
through, that is, from the V. V. to the
V. C. O, and ultimately to the
M. P. C. S, it takes about three
months. By the time he produces the
dappus to the society and the society
takes them to the man who sanc-
tioned the quota, half the season is
over and the producer would become
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the victim of the middleman and the
middleman buys it at Rs. 10 a bushel.
The quota system must be based on
a crop register and not on a dappu
system and the quota cannot be
limited to a particular period of three
or four months.

As I convinced the House earlier,
the production of paddy goes on all
throughout the year, month after
month, and the quota system in Batti-
caloa must also continue throughout
the year because there is cultivation
day in and day out. You may say
there is a lot of racketeering in the
M. P. C. S. and paddy comes in from
outstations. It is our duty to ban
such transport of paddy from one
locality to another, but definitely we
must encourage the purchase of
paddy and more paddy because we
must have enough paddy to meet the
needs of the country. Therefore I
do not see any reason why we should
penalize the society for buying more
because I say the fixation of the quota
has not been done properly and we
must always advocate more buying.

As I told you, one lakh of bushels
of rice can be had in my area, but
what is the storage accommodation
we have? We have one store at
Akkaraipattu with a capacity of one
lakh of bushels of paddy. I must
thank you for constructing another
at Nintavur with a capacity of 70,000
bushels. My submission to you is
that you must expand. There is
Crown land adjoining the G. P. S.
store in Akkaraipattu. Therefore, you
need not spend money on acquiring
land but should merely expand the
storage accommodation in Akkarai-
pattu and build one or two more
stores with a capacity of 70,000
bushels either at Palamunai or Atala-
chenai. When storage is available, it
is easy for the M. P. C. S. which are
the purchasing agents to send their
paddy quicker and give the return to
the producer at the earliest possible
opportunity to suit his convenience.

Now the payment system for
G. P. S. produce is another headache
and a headache which no producer
can bear. He surrenders the paddy
to the M. P. C. S. and the M. P. C. S.
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sends the voucher to the C. A. P. S.
Society and the C. A. P. S. Society
sends it to the Food Production
Department at the kachcheri and the
Food Production Department sends
it to the bank and the bank takes two
months to pay the producer. You
may say that it will involve a lot of
money in meeting these purchases. I
say no. Give all societies credit
facilities to buy. Let them become
agents. There is not a cent involved
in this transaction and I would
request the Ministry to take note of
this. You may say that they may not
have bona fide purchases, but we
must have an administration to stop
this racketeering and malpractices of
these societies. But that is no reason
why you must kill the enthusiasm of
the producer and drive him into the
hands of the middleman who makes
the best during harvest time and
buys paddy at Rs. 10 or Rs. 8 a bushel.

I now come to the question of
milling. Milling is the only local
industry which we can associate with
the rice-producing areas. At the out-
set I would like to mention that
people say there is a great deal of
racketeering in the milling industry
and that it is necessary to go all out
to stop this racketeering. I am one
with you in regard to the prevention
of this racketeering. However,
why the price of milling has been
reduced I cannot understand. In the
light of the increased cost of machi-
nery and the increased cost of labour,
I do not know what prompted the
Hon. Minister to reduce the price of
milling by a few cents. I am not sure
of the exact amount. I do not know
why this reduction has been made.
It may be that in the rush, when so
many other things had to be attended
to, this has also happened. I would
request the Hon. Minister to recon-
sider this question.

a& 8 8 ¢ 8FD

(Qsorrey &. 19. 19 Govour)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Discussions have been held with the
millers and the department has
agreed to re-examine the figures,
assess the cost of milling and
reconsider the milling hire.
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(Mr. M. I. M, Abdul Majeed)

On the question of the percentage
of rice, the Hon. Minister himself
agreed—he nodded; so I think he
agreed—when I said that the H4
variety and the Paharakelle variety
of seed paddy have become very
popular in that area. In regard to
the percentage, it has been found that
the Sawalakada mill produced only
48 per cent. So it is unfair

@& B. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qzerrey &. 1F. 19 Qeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The amount of rice milled is given
at paragraph 60 of the Administration
Report, 1960, of the Commissioner for
Agrarian Services. The particular
mill mentioned by the hon. Member
was checked and adjusted. Accord-
ing to the report, the total quantity
of paddy milled in the mills at Amba-
lantota, Anuradhapura and Batticaloa
during 1960-61 was 2,201,480 bushels
producing 1,110,382 bushels of rice.
That is more than 50 per cent on the
entire milling. This is raw milling.
In most of the Government mills the
paddy is milled raw, and the mills
work 24 hours a day in order to speed
up production because they cannot
wait till the paddy is parboiled. Tt
was on that basis that the rate was
reduced.

0. g&. O%. ¢ LR dan.

(8L erib. §3. erib. L1 G160 1093.5)

(Mr. M. I. M, Abdul Majeed)

In fairness to the genuine millers—
not in fairness to the racketeers—I
would ask the Hon. Minister to recon-
sider the percentage of rice that is
expected from that area. I can under-
stand it in the case of any other
variety of paddy, but in the case of
H4 and Parahakelle I would request
the Hon. Minister to reconsider the
percentage and to grant some measure
of relief.

There is one matter that I have
forgotten to mention. I understand
that the Gal Oya Board and the
Kantalai Corporation are trying to
cultivate paddy—3,000 acres in the
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Kantalai area and 2,000 acres in the
Gal Oya area. I am not quite sure
of my figures because I was ill and
this was what I heard subsequently,
If this is true, I would like to make a
humble suggestion. Many of our pro-
jects have become white elephants,
In fact there are so many white
elephants that the peasants too have
started to see them in the jungles. We
would not like to have these white
elephants in those areas because we
are only used to elephants of the
natural colour, whom also we are
trying to frighten away from the
sugar cane plantations. With all due
respect to the officers concerned, I do
not think we will be able to make a
success of these ventures. At harvest
time, for instance, a small strike
somewhere will ruin the entire
harvest. My humble suggestion is to
give the land that is prepared to
hardy cultivators who can produce
the paddy and who will cultivate the
land on payment of a nominal ground
rent. I will get you all the cultiva-
tors you want within short notice—
even within two weeks—hardy culti-
vators who will produce even 60
bushels per acre and give you the
paddy at the spot, even paying the
ground rent that you may suggest.

oG 8. &. ¢ B8E D
(Qzorrar &. (F. 19 Qeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

According to the cultivation pro-
gramme for sugar

20. ¢&. V0. gd¢E 9ED O
(B erib. 8. ertb. 9yiigey 0gda)
(Mr, M. I. M. Abdul Majeed)

Not sugar. I am speaking of
paddy.

o & 8 ¢ 8D

(Qzorres &. 9. 1y Goveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

we will be opening up 2,000
acres at Gal Oya and 1,600 acres at
Kantalai each year. If you plant
more than that, our labour would
get held up, both in respect of plant-
ing and harvesting. But more land
has been opened up at both places ;
more than 1,600 acres have been
opened up at Kantalai and more than
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2,000 acres at Gal Oya. We did not
slow down the opening up pro-
gramme ; more land than is actually
required for planting in the financial
year, is available, In order, there-
fore, to prevent any secondary
growth such as weeds, and in order
to take advantage of the land that is
there, both corporations were called
upon to put the land under paddy on
account of the food shortage.

Paddy as you know is a rotation
crop of the cultivator. We allow the
land to go bone dry and irrigate it
afterwards: We hope to get the
labour needed for harvesting on con-
tract. I do not expect them to culti-
vate the full extent at either place,
but only whatever they can cultivate
by themselves. As you know the
Gal Oya Board gave thousands of
acres for paddy cultivation last year,
and charged Rs. 30 per acre. I
believe it only raised the ground rent.

8. ¢8. 98. e ©ED .

(Re)Ls erid. 8. eTlh. LI Fe 1083 51)

(Mr, M. I. M. Abdul Majeed)

Not that I doubt their capabilities,
but we can have better results from
the cultivators when we have hardy
cultivators on the land. We will get
the revenue from the land while
there is no expenditure involved.
The cost of production will be de-
fintely more than if we used hardy
labourers.

Another point I want to touch on
is that with regard to the right bank
area, land kachcheries have been held
to colonise certain areas, and I thank
you for the policy enunciated. You
have said that the man who has
cleared the land has a right to own
the land but in this process some of
the genuine persons who cleared the
land have been left out.

Coming to self-sufficiency, I do not
think it need be wishful thinking
that we can achieve this objective
during his term of office as Minister.
During my school days, I knew of a
young Civil Servant, popularly
known for his colonization work and
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food production drive in the Polon-
naruwa area. He was then known as
the blue-eyed boy of Mr. D. S. Sena-
nayake, and this information of
mine was confirmed by the hon.
Leader of the Opposition when he
said last evening that this Civil Ser-
vant had been a party to the 25-year
plan as regards agricultural develop-
ment and utilization of land. Com-
ing events cast their shadows, and
today, we see him the blue leader of
the Government. If you can achieve
something substantial to make this
country self-sufficient, you would
have proved your worth of having
been blue then, and blue now.

23BN

(2&& rrFeri)

(The Chairman)

def8® q. e». 2 IBIRNG BNIEDD
5D5Y DKIEh.

defd® &0 ¢mnWmcd MmImmEND ¢ B8OD®
GesY, g o 20 x> I I GE.

. 3. DY BNz e, (0BHND)
(B 1. 9. ewerefl priss—uriiLan~a)
(Mr. U. B. Wanninayake—Yapahuwa)
Mr. Chairman, there is no doubt
that the Ministry of Agriculture,
Land, Irrigation and Power is the
key Ministry as far as economic
development is concerned, parti-
cularly in the context of our present
economic and financial situation.
Even the industrial development
that we have in view and on which we
have placed such high hopes, is
dependent in a large measure on the
success with which our agricultural
activities are carried on. So that,
failure in the field of these agri-
cultural activities will certainly
mean the failure of so many other
development schemes industrial as
well as social. The improvement in
agricultural activities is to be sought
in two fields, namely, productivity
and production ; and it is now con-
sidered the accepted view of most
experts that there is more scope for
the development of agricultural
activities in Ceylon in the field of
productivity rather than in the field
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of production. Having that in mind
we should examine the progress
made and the achievements recorded
by the various fields of activity
under the Ministry of Agriculture.

In a general way, one can say, on
an examination of the statistics
available, that the progress made has
been very slow, both in the
field of productivity and in the field
of production. The rate of progress
has just plodded on at snail’s pace, if
it has moved at all. The increase is
not in keeping with the day to day
needs of this country and the eco-
nomy. It is not in keeping with the
increase of population in this
country. It is not in keeping with
the large sums of money expended
on the various agricultural activities.
It is not in keeping with even the
promises made by this Government
from time to time by means of
various plans and programmes.

One of the first matters to which
I would like to draw your attention
is the absence of administration re-
ports. Except in a few cases the
administration reports of heads of
departments for the year 1961, are
not available to us up to date. It
certainly handicaps us in the discus-
sion of the various Ministerial acti-
vities. In fact, there is a growing
impression now, both inside this
House and outside that these reports
are purposely being delayed to pre-
vent too much embarrassment to the
Government. Whether there is any
truth in it or not, I think, it is very
essential that the administration
reports should be made available to
the Members of Parliament in good
time for discussion during the Budget
Debate. After all, eight months have
passed since the end of 1961, and if
heads of departments have not been
able to give their administration
reports within the last eight months,
there is surely something rotten,
something wrong somewhere.

& &on. 2.45

With regard to our economy, one
matter which we have always been
talking about and on which we have
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always received advice from econo-
mic and financial experts is that our
economy must be diversified. We
must introduce diversification in
our economy both in the field of
exports and that of production for
domestic consumption. In that
respect practically no headway has
been made. I must say that there
has been no progress, no appreciable
progress, in the field of diversification
of our economy.

If you look at the Report of the
Central Bank for the year 1961, you
will find, at page 55 Table II—15,
the composition of our ex-
ports and the value we get for them.
In the year 1959, tea formed 59.6 per
cent. of our total exports. It
increased to 59.8 per cent. in 1960,
and in the year 1961, it further in-
creased to 64.3 per cent. of our total
exports. You see the large part
played by tea in our economy. Only
tea exports have risen higher and
higher. What we need is a diversi-
fication. = While increasing our pro-
duction in tea and productivity in the
acreage under tea, we should effect a
reduction in its percentage as com-
pared with the total value of our
exports. In the case of rubber,
the percentage to total exports
was 17 per cent. in 1959, 20 per
cent. In 1960, and it has come
down to 15 per cent. in 1961. In the
case of coconut, the percentage was
13.9 in 1959, 10 in 1960 and 11 per
cent, in 1961. The three of them
together account for about 91 per
cent. of the export income of this
country.

This position was very
picturesquely expressed by the
World Bank Mission which went into
the economy of this country some
time back. They said that the eco-
nomic eggs of this country are put in
too few baskets, so that out of the
three products if tea begins to give
us trouble the country will be faced
with financial and economic difficul-
ties. “Other domestic exports”
account for only 6 per cent. of our
total exports. In other words, the
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percentage of all other domestic
exports put together was 6 per cent.
in 1959, 6.4 per cent. in 1960, and in
1961 it came back to 6 per cent.

It will be seen, therefore, that
there has been no significant diversi-
fication taking place either in the
field of our export crops or of
domestic production.

Then we will take the three plan-
tation crops. I do not want to devote
much time to them but I should like
to make a few remarks about these
three plantation crops—tea, rubber
and coconut—which are often called
the three props of our economy. I dare
say that in the case of tea and rubber
a little progress has been made
but the progress that has been made
is nothing in keeping with the pro-
gress that these industries are capable
of making, nothing in keeping with
the potentialities of these industries.

Reference to that is made in the
Ten-Year Plan at page 21:

Now there certainly exists a consider-
able potential for increasing produc-
tivity. As is shown in later chapters of
this report the output of the main
plantation crops is capable of substantial
expansion on the present acreage alone.
Thus recent estimates indicate that if the
areas presently under tea are replanted
with high-yielding material and also re-
habilitated in other ways, total tea out-
put could ultimate be more than doubled
through a raising of the average yield
per acre from the present level of 711 1b.
to 1,600 I1b.

That is the potential. It is not an
unreal stic figure and I am sure the
planners have gone into it and they
consider that it is within the range of
possibility. I must say however, that a
certain amount of progress has been
made in this field in 1961. The annual
yield per acre of tea has increased to

. 778 lb. from 711 1b. There is certainly
an increase there, but what I am
saying is that that increase is
nothing compared to what the
industry is capable of achieving,
namely, 1,600 lb. per acre.

The replanting schemes are also not
going according to plan. According to
the Ten-Year Plan, 50,000 acres are to
be replanted within ten years. In the
year 1961 only 1,298 acres have been
replanted. Reference is made to this

3
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in the report of the Central Bank for
1961 at page 46 :

Replanting with high-yielding varieties
was one of the major recommendations
in the Ten-Year Plan. There 1t was.
envisaged that about 50,000 acres would
be replanted by the end of 1968. But
the area replanted in 1961 was only 1,298
acres.

At that rate it is utterly impossible
to get anywhere near the target of the
Ten-Year Plan.

Then we come to rubber. There too
the position is not very satisfactory.
This is what the Ten-Year Plan states
of our rubber potentia], at page 21:

‘Similarly rubber output could be in-
creased by a comparable magnitude by
raising average yields from 375 1b. to 1,100
1b.

375 1b. is the average yield in 1957,
and in 1961 it rose to 400 1b. It must
be noted that in 1960 the yield was
408 1b. So, actually there has been a
fall in production in 1961 as com-
pared with the 1960 production.

o 8 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzorrer &. (F. 19 Bovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

If I may interrupt the hon. Member,
all the newly planted rubber is still
too young for tapping. The average
yvield has been obtained after exclud-
ing this replanted area which is as
much as 160,000 acres.

In regard to tea, I would refer the
hon. Member to page 61 of the report
of the Tea Controller.

&d. ADE2. ovmmImewdsy @
(SBees)

(B .  idefly.  Qzeirerser—
Hef1iGL)

(Mr. R. W, Tennekoon—Minipe)

That is one of the few reports that
have come in.

o& 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qsorres &, (S, 19 Qsi)am‘)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I have asked the Permanent Secre-

tary to call for the explanations of all
who have not sent in their reports.
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In the case of tea there was some
difficulty arising out of resting the
land for one or two years. We have
increased the subsidy at the request
of the tea planting industry, and with
that increase we expect the progress
to be considerable.

DI B 5N Deso.

(8. acraflpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)
I understand what the Minister is
trying to explain. As a result of the
rehabilitation and replanting that
have been undertaken, some of these
lands have not yet come into full
bearing; but making allowance for
all that and in the light of the
potential indicated in the Central
Bank report the progress we have
made is far from satisfactory.

~ In the case of rubber the replanting
scheme was started by an earlier Gov-
ernment, in 1953, with a target of
200,000 acres by the end of 1962. At
the end of 1961 the area replanted was
169,727 acres. This figure is given in
the Central Bank report. So there is
a balance of 30,273 acres to be replan-
ted by the end of 1962, which is an
impossibility because in 1961 they
could replant only 9,742 acres. Assum-
ing that they will replant this year the
same acreage as last year, there will
still be a shortfall of about 20,000
acres at the end of this year as com-
pared with the original target. That
is a pity, for in the year 1954, one year
after the scheme was launched, as
much as 18,301 acres was replanted
according to the Central Bank
Report—page 47
mainly with high yielding varieties of

rubber, and in addition 1,879 acres of new
land were brought under cultivation.

If that pace had been kept up I am
sure that the targets of the replanting
scheme would have been hit.

You do not get all those statistics
in regard to coconut but there too
the Central Bank Report says that
production could be expanded by 39
per cent. by raising the average yield
per acre from 2,150 to 3,000 nuts. The
statistics in regard to that are not
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given in the Central Bank Report
but we know this, that there too the
rehabilitation and replanting schemes
are going on and some progress is
being made but considering the fact
that this is an industry which be-
longs very largely to the nationals
of this country I think we should try
to increase the pace at which this
rehabilitation is taking place.

I want to say a few words in a
general way about these three indus-
tries. I agree with the Hon. Minister
when he says that these replanting
and rehabilitation schemes are being
implemented and when they come
into bearing our yields will be higher
per acre but I am only saying this,
that considering the target which the
Ten Year Plan says could be achieved
I am wondering whether even with
those we are making sufficiently fast
progress to hit the target.

g. e, 2.30

The position is worse in the field
of other domestic production, what
is generally called food crops, crops
which are produced for domestic
consumption. Take for instance
paddy. There is a comment about
this in the Central Bank Report at
page 32. It says:

A noteworthy feature in regard to pro-
duction for domestic use is the relative
falling off of the rate of increase in the
group agriculture, forestry, livestock and
fisheries from 9.6 per cent. in 1960 to 3.1
per cent. in 1961.

The rate of increase has decreased
flé%zin 9.6 in 1960 to 3.1 per cent. in
1 .

mdl &. 8. < aef' DN

(Qzorren &. (5. 19 Geveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

What I am told is that this is due

to the heavy rain in 1961 during the
yala harvest of paddy.

D5y B3N Ded.

(Bcw. el pruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

There is no doubt that there are
reasons for all this but I am only
mentioning the fact that the rate of
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production has gone down from 9.6
per cent. in 1960 to 3.1 per cent. in
1961.

This is largely accounted for by the
difference in the rates of increase in
paddy production. The production of
paddy is estimated by the Department
of Census and Statistics, on the basis of
the crop cutting sample surveys, to
have increased by 7.8 million bushels in
1960 over 1959, whereas the increase in
1961 over 1960 is provisionally estimated
on the same basis at only 0.1 million
bushels.

In regard to paddy production
various targets have been fixed at
various times. The Agricultural
Plan produced by the Ministry of
Agriculture some time back said that
they would in five years increase the
average yield per acre to 48 bushels.
There is a reference to that in the
Ten-Year Plan itself.

I refer to page 22:

There is also considerable scope for in-
creasing the productivity of existing
areas cultivated with paddy and other
peasant crops. Thus the “ Agricultural
Plan” postulates an increase in average
yields of paddy from around 32 bushels
per acre at present to 48 bushels over a
five-year period.

That will be about 1962 or 1963.

A long-term yield potential of 60-70
bushels per acre is also envisaged.

That is, of course, to come after-
wards. But how far behind are we
from 48 bushels per acre? The
present average is about 36 bushels
per acre.

oG &8 8 ¢ 8CD

(Qzorras £. (9. g Boveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

May I refer to page 228 of the Ten-

Year Plan, Table IV : Yield per acre
48 bushels in 1968.

253 BN cn.

(8 asraflprugs)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

That is right. I will come to that.
The Agricultural Plan was prepared
some time back by the Ministry of
Agriculture. That is not a different
Ministry of Agriculture but the same
Ministry of Agriculture. They said it
was possible to achieve a'target of 48
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bushels per acre in five years pro-
vided certain things were done.
suppose those things were not done
and the targets were not achieved.
The Ten-Year Plan says that it will
achieve this target of 48 bushels per
acre at the end of ten years. What
I am trying to point out is that it is
doubtful, at the pace we are going,
whether we will achieve this target
even at the end of ten years.

I will refer to some statistics given
by the Department of Census and
Statistics in May, 1956, in regard tc
paddy.

coRenmNnsen . J. S0
(QLréLi erow. ar. hlGrEman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

We are in 1962. That is out of
date.

D53 35N Des.

(8s. eweradflpruids )

(Mr. Wanninayake)

No. the Statistics are relevant. It
iIs a very interesting table giving
important statistics about rice and
paddy. The statistics are given in
respect of 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954 and
1955. What are the facts given ? First
you get the total extent sown with
paddy, then you get the average
yield per acre, then you get the total
local production of rice, paddy milled
in terms of rice, then you get im-
ported rice used for local consump-
tion, then you get the total rice

consumption. The other parts are
not relevant. Let us examine the
figures.

The figures of yala and maha are
given separately. In 1951 the total
acreage sown with paddy, both yala
and maha, was 1,073,498. In the year
1955, i.e. after five years, the
acreage sown was 1,346,824. That is
an increase of 273,326 acres.

Take the next five years from 1956
to 1960. The figures for 1960 are
given in the Administration Report
for 1960. It says that there was a
substantial increase in the total paddy
acreage cultivated in the Island for
Maha 1959-60 and Yala 1960, the total
extent being 902,166 acres for Maha
and 532,235 acres for Yala, making a
totai of 1,434,401 acres.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2851
Swddxm ewyPusy umm, 1962-63

[D2F Brnwm O] _

So that, in 1955 we had 1,346,824
acres sown with paddy. In 1960 you
have stepped it up, during the latter
five years, to 1,434,401 acres, an in-
crease of 87,577 acres. The point I
am trying to make is this: During
the first period of five years the in-
crease in the area sown with paddy
was 273,326 acres, but during the
second five years the increase in the
area sown with paddy was only
87,577 acres, which is a little over
one-third of the increase registered
during the first five years. Although
9 there was a physical increase, the rate
| of expansion was less. The area of
additional land sown with paddy has
actually decreased by nearly two-
| thirds from 273,326 acres in the first
five years to 87,577 acres in the second
five years. The rate of increase has
definitely declined.

aé 8. 8. ¢ B>
(Osorren 8. F. g FAovaur)
(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)
Give the yield too.

D53 B3N Dcs.

(B acrelpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

I am coming to the yield. Again,
the report of the Department of
Census and Statistics gives the
figures of the yield. If you will look
at the table you will find that in
1951 the average yield per acre was
26 bushels: In 1955 the average
yield had been stepped up tfo 32.5
bushels. That shows an increase of
6.5 bushels per acre within the five
years 1951-55. Let us take the next
five years, 1956-60. In 1960—

ad 8. 8. ¢ s8¢
(Qzorray &. 9. 9. Heovaur)
(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)

You will find it at page 155 of the
Report of the Director of Agriculture.

DY BN Den.

(B cuGTES FTUI&ES )

(Mr. Wanninayake)

I want to give the House the

figures for 1960. In Yala 1960 the
average yield was 36.1iobushels in
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Maha 36.8 bushels according to the
Central Bank Report. The average
of these two is about 36.5 bushels. So,
the average yield in 1955 was 32.5
bushels, while the average yield in
1960 was only 36.5 bushels, an
increase of about 4 bushels. In 1955
it was 32.5 bushels.

aé @3 R2lew
(Qaorres omss s RHT)
(An hon. Member)

32.9.

253 B35y D

(8. Q6T G| BT UGS )
(Mr. Wanninayake)
That is still better.

ad 8. 8. ¢ BC
(Qaorras . 19. 19 Pvaur)
(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)
30.9.

DY BN .

(B auerellpridss)
(Mr. Wanninayake)

No, it was 325. My point
is ~this. The average Yyield
per acre had increased by 65

bushels per acre within the first five
years, whereas within the second five-
year period it had increased only by
4 bushels. Maybe in these statistics
there is a certain degree of error, but
the point I am trying to drive home
is that the statistics are sufficient to
show the rate of increase both in the
area sown with paddy and the aver-
age yield as between the first five
years and the second five years.
Whether there is a certain measure
of inaccuracy in these statistics, I do
not know, but even if there was the
figures are sufficiently eloquent of the
fact that there was a decline in the
rate of increase in the second five-
year period.

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qserrey 2. 9. 19 Qoveur)
(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)

Neither a decrease in the area
sown nor in the yield per acre.
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DY B3 5N Des.
(8. aereflsruss)
(Mr. Wanninayake)

That is exactly the point. The
decrease is in the rate of increase.

ad 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qserray &. F. g Qevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The administration report of the
Director of Agriculture for 1960 gives
the figures at page 155. In the Maha
season in 1955 the yield per acre was
30.9, and in Yala of 1960 it was 36.8.

D53 B3 5Nz Ocs.
(8 asalpruss)
(Mr. Wanninayake)

Why compare Maha with Yala.
I am going on the statistics pro-
vided by the Department of Census
and Statistics. '

My point is that the rate of expan-
sion in the area sown with paddy
and the rate of increase in the aver-
age yield per acre were higher in the
first five years than in the second five
years.

o 8. 8. & B8CD
(Qazsrran &. (9. 19 feveur )
(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)

Of course, it is easy to obtain a
higher increase at the start. As you
get nearer to the target, the progress
is slower.

g. en. 2.45

S5Y B3 50652 Dean.

(D auereflpruss)
(Mr. Wanninayake)

I am mentioning a physical fact.
The rate has gone down. May be you
did not get good machinery, may be
you did not have good officers, or it
may be for various other reasons.
However, there may be explanations
for this, but the fact has to he faced.
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o 8 8. ¢ 8

(Qaerrar &. (. 19 Hovaur )

(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)

In Maha of 1961-62 it was 38.7. As

you get closer to the target figure, it
becomes more difficult.

DY 535N Deqn.

(8. euereflpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

It may become more and more
difficult as you reach your target of
48 bushels. But what I am asking
you is how many years will it take
you at the present rate of increase to
reach your target figure ? You have
raised it by 4 bushels in a space of
five years, that is, from 32.5 bushels
per acre to 36.5 bushels. And you
say it will become more and more
difficult as you go on.

%. 8. @38. @gﬁg.
(g8edenecdF @)
(812 G- . & it GeT—9y6fl & reud )

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

Not necessarily.

QWRDEA %

¥ BN .
(8. aerelpruss)
(Mr. Wanninayake)

That is what he says. Sometimes it
may become easier.

oG 8 8. ¢ 88D

(Qzerrar . (9. 9. Gover )
(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)
I do not agree with that.

D53 B3 5NcszD s,

(9. awereflprusgas)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

If you say it would be more difficult
as the years go by, then it should take
you very much longer since you have
taken five years to increase the yield
per acre by 4 bushels.

o 8. 8. ¢ BDs

(Q@orrey . (2. RAovar )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Census Report says 38.7 f
196162 Maha. é 5t
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8. 8. @d. @i .

(Bm. . & gy @M@Jﬁ'(amj

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

But you should compare the statis-
tical abstract with a similar one for
paddy. He is quoting from two
different reports.

ad 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qsarran &. Q. 19 Govaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

He is quoting from two different
reports.

D53 BNGED Do

(B QueiT el T 1L &S )

(Mr. Wanninayake)

I am referring to 1960. Look at it
another way if you like. The table
gives the total consumption of rice in
1951 as 734,662 tons. That is the
figsure given here. It is inclusive of
both imports and local production.
Then the local production given here
is 264,161 tons. So that the percent-
age of the consumption that was met
by local production was 35.6 in 1951.
That is to say, in 1951 35.6 per cent.
of the rice consumed by us was pro-
duced locally.

What is happening now ? In 1955
this percentage rose to 53 according
to the figures given in the same
Statistical Abstract. You find that the
total consumption was 824,162 tons
and the local production was 438,339
tons. The percentage of lccal pro-
duction, if you work out the figures,
was fifty-three. So that, from 1951
to 1955 the local production as a per-
centage of the entire consumption
rose from 35.6 per cent to 53 per cent.

What was the position in 1960 ?

oé 8. 8. ¢ SHE D

(Qsorras &. (. 1y Boar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

What about the increase in popula-
tion 7

D3 BN Do

(B acraflpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

I am talking of the total consump-
tion, the increase in population
included.
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aé 8. 8. ¢ &g
(Qzorrey &. 1F. 9 Avaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The increase in production has to
meet the entire increase in population
and make up for the downfall in the
earlier period.

253D 5NGED D,

(& QUGS BT L& )

(Mr. Wanninayake)

I am not talking of the volume of
production. I am talking of the per-
centage of the entire consumption of
rice that was produced locally. In
1951 we produced 35.6 per cent. of
our requirements. In 1955, according
to these very statistics, we raised it
to 53 per cent. What is the percent-
age today ?

8. 8. @d. 9HelIA» O«

(Bm. . F. 2. @WTGUI;"EGGT)
(Mr,; D. P. R. Gunawardena)
55 per cent.

DY B sNED .

(85. auareflpriuégs)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

Even then only 2 per cent. more.
But the Director of Agrarian Services
says something else. According to
his figures, it comes to 49 per cent.
but accordng to the figures I have
calculated it is about 53 per cent.

What does he say ? He states, “ To
cite just one example, in 1960 we im-
ported 519,807 tons of rice valued at
Rs. 242.3 million while during the
same period local production of paddy
amounted to only 36 million bushels,
that is approximately 515,000 tons or
approximately 49 per cent of our
total requirements. ” A percentage of
49 or 51 or 53 is not a matter we
should quarrel about, but the statis-
tics are fairly clear as far as this fact
goes, namely, we produced 35.6
per cent. of our entire requirements
in 1951 ; we stepped it up to 53 per
cent. in 1955 and today also it is
round about 53 per cent. or even say
55 per cent. Now, Sir, at the end of
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the ten year period Government is
hoping to raise it to 75 per cent. That
is, we are hoping to increase the local
production to 75 per cent. of our
entire requirements. You will not be

able to do that at the rate you are.

progressing.

There may be an error of a point or
two per cent. in regard to these
figures, but broadly speaking the
statistics are clear to establish the
fact that what was 35.6 per cent. in
1951 was raised to 53 per cent. in 1955
and the same was between 49 and 53
per cent. in 1960. So that, there is a
state of stagnation or a fall in the
rate of increase. That is what I am
trying to establish. That is the posi-
tion with regard to paddy production.
I do not think we can be complacent
about the rate at which paddy culti-
vation is progressing in the country.

Now that I am on this subject I
would like to say a word about the
Paddy Lands Act. You promised a
paddy millennium through this Act.
You would recall the agitation that
was carried on. The Act was passed.
And I must say that this Act is the
greatest obstacle to paddy production
in certain areas that I know of. This
is not because of any intrinsic defect
in the Act but due to the very care-
less and lackadaisical way in which it
is implemented. There may be cer-
tain areas in which it is working
satisfactorily and where farmers are
benefited—I do not know. But in the
areas that I know this has been the
biggest obstacle.

The cultivation committees do not
meet ; the palaka lekams or adminis-
trative secretaries are expected to live
in mid air! I read a news item some
time back that these officers had come
from all corners of the island to the
Ministry or to the office of the
Director of Agrarian Services to find
out what their position was and
whether they were going to be paid
any salary for their work. I know
when this scheme was started and
they recruited men for the post of
administrative secretaries a number
of young men, boys whom I knew,
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with a flair and capacity for work
and enthusiasm for work joined t}')is
service ; but they were just wasting
their time languishing in that ser-
vice. Some of them have either
given up in disgust or are jus. markr
ing time. When the cultivators go
to them and say: “Look, here!
Why don’t you do this ?”, they tell
the cultivators: “I cannot help it.
The committee does not meet. I do
not get any payment. You do not
expect me to work free.” The whole
scheme is in a state of confusion. 1
understand the Hon. Minister is
getting ready to amend this scheme
once again.

wg & 8. ¢ BED

(Qzorres &. (7. 19. @G've-mr)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

If I may explain. It may be that in
the areas he speaks of there are a lot
of absentee landlords. That is why the
committees cannot meet. I would like
to say this with regard to the adminis-
trative secretaries. Before they were
selected for appointment the adver-
tisement calling for applications
stated that the successful candidates
will be issued a certificate at the end
of a training course. The question of
accommodation will remain with the
cultivation committees who will
select persons from those who possess
this certificate. The rates of remune-
ration and other allowances will be
paid by the cultivation committees.
Those who are appointed as adminis-
trative secretaries will be the em-
ployees of the cultivation committees
and not of the Government. What
happened was the cultivation com-
mittees were reluctant to recover a
charge to meet their expenses. In
1959, when the court held that they
had no legal power to recover such a
charge I got the Act amended at the
first opportunity I had. That was in
1961. I elso offered to the cultivation
committees funds on loan to meet the
cost of administration. Some of them
took the loans, some did not.—[Inter-
ruption.] I am going to offer the loans
again to all the committees till they
get their house in order.,
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D3 B sNeD D,

(Sm auarellpruss)
(Mr. Wanninayake)

The Hon. Minister is trying to ex-
plain to us that where the Depart-
ment is concerned no promise was
held out to these people. But I am
telling you how this scheme is being
worked in the field. He stated that
the areas I know of may be areas
where there are more absentee land-
lords. I come from an area of peasant
cultivators. The owners do not get
less benefit; they get their old
quarter share of the produce. But the
cultivation committees do not meet
regularly. The administrative secre-
taries do not know what they are
there for. They do not know whether
they will be paid. Almost no work
is being done. The result of all this
is that there is much confusion.

In that area, with regard to certain
aspects of paddy cultivation the work
is done communally. For instance,
with regard to fencing it is utterly
foolish to go and put up fences here
and there because if the fences do not
come more or less at the same time,
it is useless one man going ahead and
sowing his paddy fields because ani-
mals will come and destroy his crops.
To see that the fences are put up at
the same time you must have meet-
ings of the cultivation committee and
the palaka lekam should go into these

things.

If you only go to some of these
villages they will tell you that the
biggest obstacle in those areas in the
way of producing paddy is the Paddy
Lands Act. I do not say that it is due
to its intrinsic defects. I think the
Secretaries should be paid by means
of some fund or from the proceeds of
the acreage tax. Whatever it is, some
kind of payment must be made to
them. You cannot expect them to
work otherwise. Some of them are
fine young men who have passed the
S. S. C. Examination; some have
already left the service and the
others are wondering what to do.
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What is more deplorable is this.
These village councils are neglecting
their duties as far as seasonal culti-
vation is concerned. But what is
worse, in the area from which I come,
is illicit cultivation in the tank bed.
I come from what is known as the
“tank country”. Every village has
a tank, some even two—one large and
one small. What has happened fto
these tanks ? The responsibility for
the upkeep and maintenance of these
tanks has been cast on the cultivation
committees that do not meet and
which have not got palaka lekams or
administrative secretaries who are
paid. Therefore these tanks are
deteriorating. I will come to the
question of the tank beds later.

The tank bunds are deteriorating
every year. All types of vegetative
growths abound on the tank bund and
the deterioration is terrible in some
of these tanks and unless you take
some timely action the deterioration
will be so bad that the tank bunds
may get beyond repair.

Tank bed cultivation is now being
carried on as a result of a radio talk
which the Hon. Minister gave. It may
be that some people misunderstood
the Hon. Minister’s remarks to mean
that there was no objection to culti-
vating the tank bed. I know that
this impression that there is no harm
done as long as paddy production can
be increased, even if cultivation is
carried on on tank beds, is wrong.
Now that impression must be correc-
ted because otherwise these tanks
will be silted.

ad 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qzorrey &. 9. 19 Goveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It has been corrected.

Actually, what is traditionally
called “thavulu cultivation” in the
dry zone was a very good thing. This
is not a haphazard sort of cultivation.
In the dry zone there is a traditional
way of doing it. The field owners
under a tank cultivate the area on the
upper contours round the perimeter
of the tank in a certain specific way-

]
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It is wrong to interpret “thavulu
cultivation ” as cultivation on the bed
of the tank.

D53 B 5N D,

(Bm. eusret|prusEs)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

Paddy fields in the area from which
I come get no treatment at all with
regard to new techniques of paddy
planting, the Japanese or other
method of transplanting or manuring.
I think the imports of manure in 1961
was Rs. 1 million less than in 1960.
I do not know what the volume was.

0é 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Osorras £. G 19 Qeveurr )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The volume was greater.

D57 BN .
(ﬁ@ UGG BT UGS )
(Mr. Wanninayake)

I think the most urgent need of
the country today is some method by
which we can get the fertilizer we
need and I hope some steps will be
taken to encourage the people of the
backward areas also to make use of
modern methods of cultivation.

LY Sume Ow.
&:®cs)
( Dw. edFpLoGr TTeQLIGeN—FGNenLD@D TTLD )

(Mr. Lakshman Rajapaksa—Tissamaha-
rama)

You can try the Peace Corps
method !

(Bed e3@em

" oy Brnwemd Ow.
(B QUGG BTG )
(Mr. Wanninayake)

I come to fisheries next. The
Minister is working on the basis that
there is plenty of fish in the sea, but it
is not easy to catch it ! I do not think
any other activity has received such
scant attention at the hands of this
Minister. According to the 10-Year
Plan they were to invest in fisheries
Rs. 143 million in 1958-59 but the
actual expenditure was Rs. 3 million.
In 1959-60 they were to invest Rs. 36.8
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million but the actual estimate was
Rs. 48 million ; the actual expendi-
ture must have been still less. In
1960-61, they planned to invest
Rs 46.6 million; the estimate was
Rs. 9.5 million. In 1961-62, the planned
investment was Rs. 38.9 million but
the estimate was Rs. 12.3 million. For
the next financial year the plan
envisaged an investment of Rs. 43.5
million, but you have set apart only
Rs. 5.9 million, which is less than even
the current year’s estimate. Where
you intended to invest in fisheries
under the 10-Year Plan Rs. 180.1
million by the end of 1963, you have
actaally invested only Rs. 35.5 million
and that too is an estimate, not the
actual expenditure. I do not know
whether I need make any further
comnment as far as fisheries 1is
concerned. There is a shortage of
Rs. 144 million in investment alone.

The next subject on which I wish
to comment is forest wealth. We
were told in the Throne Speech that
a survey of the country’s forest
wealth was being contemplated. I
welcome a survey, not to assess our
forest wealth but to assess the loss of
forest wealth during the last five or
six years. I come from a part of the
country which is rich in forest wealth.
One of the biggest rackets that have
operated in this country in recent
times has been the racket in illicit
felling of timber. You have only
to go into some of the jungles in my
area to see what has happened. Even
the villagers of the area have begun
to feel the pinch ; they are beginning
to be concerned about their children
and their future. The rainfall and
climate of some of these areas are
beginning to get affected by the rape
of the jungle. As you drive along
the high road you will see that they
have left on either side of the road
what may be called a “ non-visibility
belt”; this is only to conceal
the appalling damage that has been
done just behind this belt.

o 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qzorres &. 1F. 19 Aeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Chena cultivation.
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53 BN .

(8w asrallpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

Illicit timber felling! All the
timber has been removed. Some
Government officers and all kinds of
people, big and small, are in this
racket. It is a very profitable
racket too.

There is also illicit clearing on a
large scale. People go into the jungle,
look round and pick the most advan-
tageous blocks of land, clear them and
occupy them without ceremony. The
impression has gained ground that if
you want a block of land you only
have to pick one, clear it and occupy
it, and it is yours ; on the other hand,
if you make an application to the
Government Agent and observe all
the formalities, you will seldom get it.
Some of these people who have thus
cleared the land and occupied it have
turned it into a good thing, and there-
fore they deserve to hold it, and I
dare say that a large percentage of
these people who have made these
illicit clearings have done so through
genuine want, and the merits of their
individual cases should be considered
before they are evicted.

Under the Village Expansion
Scheme, land is given and in those
lands today you find that some of the
villagers have put up houses accord-
ing to Government specifications and
plans. Some have got the subsidy you
promised them but there are others
who keep on writing letters to the
Government Agent every week ask-
ing for the subsidy. Recently I learnt
from the Kachcheri that there is no
money to be given. Surely those
people put up these buildings accord-
ing to your specifications and plans
only because they hoped to get this
subsidy. There may be people who
have got into debt in order to build
these houses according to your speci-
fications and plans. If you did not
hold out that hope to them they might
have put up houses which cost much
less and not got into debt. At least
in the case of houses which have been
built according to your specifications
and plans you should see that the
suksidy is paid to those people.
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With regard to your colonization
schemes you find that colonists are
taken there and they are promised six
months’ allowance till irrigation faci-
lities are provided. In one of the
cojonies in my area I know that for
3% years they went on without irriga-
tion facilities. Their allowances
were stopped. In that instance I
interviewed the Land Commissioner
on their behalf and I must say he
was very helpful and he promised to
pay the allowance until irrigation
facilities were made available.

There is another scheme called
Usgala Siyambalangamuwa under
your Advanced Colonization Scheme,
The people who have been taken
there are living in sheds ; they have
been there for nearly two years. They
do not know what to do. Houses are
not coming up; irrigation facilities
are not being provided ; irrigation
channels are not being cut. Their
spirit is thoroughly broken down. I
think steps must be taken to see that
these people who have been settled on
these lands are given all they have
been promised.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8BCED

(Qzserren &. (5. 9. Goveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The policy is being changed now.

0& Oy RDSows

(Caorres oyiss seur e )

(Hon. Member)

What about the people who have
already been settled there ?

o& 8 8. ¢ 8

(Czorrey &. (7. 1y SAoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva) 2

This is because the flood-damaged
tarks were being repaired in 1961.
Now the entire department and the
equipment will be put on these five
or six tanks and they will be
completed soon.

D253 B NcszD Desa.

(8w aueralpriuss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

There is another little difficulty
experienced by the farmers in my
area and round about: that is the
difficulty to get a permit to purchase
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a gun. As you know in those rural
areas without a gun you cannot pro-
tect your land from the marauding
herds of elephants, wild boar and the
other animals of the jungle. The
farmer simply cannot protect his
property without a gun. During the
last one or one and a half years the
Emergency has been on and Govern-
ment Agents were warned that they
must be extra-careful about the issue
of permits for the purchase of guns,
but I must say that the Government
is more lenient now and he is trying
to issue permits as far as possible.
But still there are difficulties as
recommendations have to be got
from the police and the headman. I
cannot understand this because in
those areas one villager is as good
as another ; they may commit minor
crimes; but if a man has a land
which needs protection and if he has
the money and he wants to buy a
gun then you must make it available
to him if he has not been guilty of
any crime.

o n3BOocws

(Oserrey 9fssFair QBRI )
(An hon. Member)
But they cannot buy the cartridges.

253 535NN Do

(8. acraflpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

This Emergency is like Tennyson’s
brook—it goes on for ever. On the
pretext of this Emergency let us not
prevent these people from getting

the means necessary to protect their
Crops.

CTILRsI S .

( Blp. @Hper TTEgLEE)

(Mr. Lakshman Rajapaksa)

They are planting kahambiliya in
order to drive away the animals.

D53 BN .

(B aucraflpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

I do not want to take much more
of your time. The Ten-Year Plan is
now a myth. In fact, the Three-
Year Programme is a negation of the
Ten-Year Plan, the targets being
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changed. I do not want to go into
that. I think sufficient has been said
to discredit both the Ten-Year Plan
and the Three-Year Programme.

The conclusion we can come to is
that under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture the various agricultural activi-
ties have not made the progress
that they should have made during
the last so many years. There is no
doubt that had those activities made
the progress they should have made,
the present financial and economic
situation we are facing would not be
so bad as it is today. Why have the
departments or the Ministry not
been able to deliver the goods in the

way they should have. been
delivered ? There is a variety of
reasons.

& en. 3.15

You are spending a colossal amount
of money through the heads of
departments and the rest of the
Public Service. There is so much
discontent, dissatisfaction and frus-
tration in the Public Service that
you are not getting any real value
for the money you spend. The cost
of living has gone up by leaps and
bounds. They were promised higher
salaries taking into account the high
cost of living and a Commission was
appointed. @ They made certain
recommendations, but the Govern-
ment has not taken any steps to
accept or reject those recommend-
ations. On the top of that, what did
you do? Far from giving them
higher salaries, you charge a National
Development Tax. And, as I said on
an earlier occasion, a number of
Government servants have told
me personally that they were not
really against the 4 per cent.
National Development Tax but that
they had no faith that that deduc-
tion would be used for productive
purposes and a return would be
obtained.  This collection will also
be pooled in the wvast amount of

money that is going down the
drain.

‘That is not the only cause of their
dissatisfaction. Their transfers are

inspired by political reasons and by
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[ Brxwm Sw.]
reasons other than efficiency and
good work. Appointments also are
sometimes made on that basis. I am
not saying that this is characteristic
of the departments under the Min-
ister of Agriculture, Land, Irrigation
and Power only. I must say that
there are fewer complaints coming
from departments under him than
from others. I must say that in fair-
ness to the Minister of Agriculture.

I think we cannot resist the con-
clusion that in the field of produecti-
vity as well as in production, if we
are moving at all, we are moving at
snail’s pace. I do not think we will
be able to achieve the other deve-
lopment we want in this country
without prior development in the
field of agriculture.

The Hon. Minister has much work.
His Ministry is one of the biggest
Ministries and now his burdens have
been added to by imposing on him
another very important Ministry,
namely, the Ministry of Finance. It
may be that in their ranks he is the
most experienced and the person
who has the most balanced mind to
tackle the question of finance in this
country. That may be why it was
handed to him. We have a bankrupt
Treasury, and he may be the
most experienced man they have
who can rehabilitate the Treasury.
If that is so, the Hon. Minister
should take up that job and hand
over the others to another Minister
and see that the work is carried out.

I wish to refer to another matter.
A very important conference is
going on in London and one of the
most important questions affecting
the future of this country is being
discussed. What is the position ?
Whom have we sent to that
conference ?

N F0sY Sxdess cw.
(8. dFpwar TmegLIGm)
(Mr. Lakshman Rajapaksa)

A briefless lawyer.
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D5Y BN Dcs.

(8w aucralpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

The Hon. Prime Minister has not
gone to that conference. The Hon,
Minister of Finance has not gone
there. The Hon. Minister of Com-
merce, Trade, Food and Shipping
who is vitally concerned, has not
gone there. I daresay even if the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture, Land
Irrigation and Power went there, it
would have been understandable
because his Ministry is producing the
crops that we want to market. This
is one of the key conferences that is
being held. There is no conference
that is as important as the one that
is being held today, but none of our
Ministers who are directly concerned
has attended it. The outcome of that
conference will affect us vitally. I
think it is a shame that we have not
been able to send any one of the
above Ministers—the Hon. Prime
Minister, or the Hon. Minister of
Finance, or the Minister of Com-
merce, or the Hon. M nister of Agri-
culture—to that conference as they
are the ones mostly concerned.

@&, O, cwedd Qw. (mmEeden)
(Scw. . erow. QuEGrrr—soraflur)
(Mr. R. S. Perera—Kelaniya)

@& BESBDOL, 6® D ABEsw
wleny @ 29® FOTxmw DN
DY ACeHEeS’ ) DD &8s
DD WETH @ gdeFHed &
gewmed WY em s cdef BDHescory
Befets Vs iy emsy ® eyemsy
gusy com 83 ob OsIFD&LsY
6cEme@TNDE HE® HEsDE 6B
cdmny B8 eFamdc anew d
Beds tcas eFaA®m c@sY® & Comv
O oD S8BBY 988uy WS BEI®
o eFA™D gD MO Forws
a»® ey menm S mben
Brens) JcDDMw 8 BecAHM
DuRen 6x»edB, & B8c2dm IO
DHEOQ, BE W) LEHenwd, 9E8asy B
Q) guYed®d W6 Bedx D &9
D) 8098, &F Bew &F gxfc®d
o GC A lw cus’OSxsI &3
6Cs DN WEBY B Vee DEeenedsy )
O . & & ecendmedxsInedsy
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BOWE® G &G NBowdEsY el
G Bewdsy OrF JoRrNDT Gond @
c® gdefed wmBwd Bmsyex snm.
Y Ben ob IR wOeny HE®®B
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It is clear that if other crops were to |
be cultivated instead of paddy with irri-
gation capacity now available, a greater
acr%aage could be irrigated at no extra
cost. ‘

»HOEY D cOcn® BHEwHN.

Government has therefore decided that
the cultivation of subsidiary food crops
should be encouraged in preference t0
paddy cultivation under future land
development schemes.
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Reduction of costs and acceleration of
Programme of Land Development and
Colonization Schemes :
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An examination of the capital expen-
diture of the Land Development Depart-
ment reveals that 67 per cent of its total
capital budget is_devoted to social ser-
vices, namely, to housing, construction of
hospitals, schools, and so on.
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The social service component of Village
Expansion Schemes constitutes at least
82 per cent. of the investment on such
schemes, while 30 per cent. of the invest-
ment on colonization schemes is by way
of social services, such as housing,
schools, hospitals, and so on.
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It will be seen that the provision of
many of these social service amenities are
an essential prerequisite for the settle-
ment of a colonist in the dry zone, and
that this is an inevitable built-in com-
ponent of the present pattern of land
development. To this extent, in our
immediate economic context of scarce
capital resources, this method of land
development will suffer by comparison
with any other alternative means of
development of these lands.
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The Government has accepted the
principle of a reduction in these subsidies.
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Similarly, a reduction in the cost of
construction of roads and civie buildings
will be obtained by eliciting a greater
amount of self-help participation from
the colonists themselves.
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In early 1953 this department imported
100 tons of seed potatoes and these were
issued on loan to the cultivators in the
Welimada area through their Co-opera-
tive Agricultural Production and Sales
Societies, The crop was a fair success in
spite of pests that broke out in certain
places. With this early success the culti-
vators asked for 300 tons but only 200
tons were imported in July 1953. The
seed however was in poor condition by
the time it reached Ceylon due to the
long storage in the producing countries
and the extreme heat in Ceylon and the
Red, Sea.area at the time of shipment,.
Meost of the seed potatoes that were
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issued to the cultivators were found
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Few countries in the world enjoy such
advantages as are bestowed by nature on
the Island of Ceylon for successive
cropping of potatoes in the hill areas.
Exploitation of full resources from the

land remains only to be a human
problem.
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My No. P. P./1,
Agricultural Office,
Naula, 18.5.62.

The Director of Agriculture,
(through D.A.E.O., Matale).

Potato production in the Udukinda area
Dear Sir,

(A) 1. After the Director of Agricul-
ture gave up potato cultivation in the
Udukinda area as unsuccessful (vide B
attached in 1955,

1962 e85 @8 11
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I AM THE ONE AND ONLY OFFICER
(CEYLONESE) of the Department of
Agriculture, who, after giving the
necessary safeguards to the Director of
Agriculture and the Government, pointed
out in 1956 that potatoes could be
successfully grown in the Udukinda
area. (Vide A)

My advice, help and assistance was
called for by D. A. (vide C, D, etc.) and
after I helped in the selection of seed
potatoes, planting, and planning out of
the Project, it became a success (vide
E attached etc.)

As a result of following my advice,
which was considered by the Potato
Research Committee (vide D attached)
and without any foreign Experts helping,
it became Government policy to promote
potato cultivation from 1957. From the
eighth meeting of the Potato Research
Committee held in about June 1957, I was
left out,

2. After I was left out and foreign
Experts were brought in, I do not desire
to repeat what happened as you may be
aware of it.

3. I am not sure but I understand that
recently several responsible officials have
reported that it is uneconomical to grow
potatoes in the Udukinda area and also
at Rahangala Farm. (B) 1. I beg to re-
peat again that I am prepared to renew
the assurances I gave in 1956 (vide A)
and help to produce the potatoes in bulk
from the Udukinda area provided the
necessary facilities are afforded.

2. In this connection, I wish to point
out that I completed 17 years of service
as an Agricultural Instructor and passed
the Senior Departmental Examination in
1957. I also functioned as the Secretary
of the Potato Research Committee in
1953. (Vide I).

(C) If T am allowed to function as a
senior Assistant (i.e. Agricultural Instruc-~
tor) to the Potato Production Officer, and
also as the Secretary of the DPotato
Research Committee, of which I was
was Secretary in 1953, I am prepared
to:—

(a) Increase the acreage grown under
potatoes in Udukinda,

(b) Grow and show successful crops
at Rahangala Farm,

(c) see that good seed potatoes are
produced at the Rahangala Farm
and Udukinda area as I produced
these earlier (vide G) without
any complaints from the mem-
bers of the public to whom they
were issued,

(d) by May 1963, produce a minimum
of 2,000 tons of potatoes through
the cultivators in Udukinda and
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Government Farms and deliver
them to the C.W.E. or Marketing
Department.

(D) I beg that a reply be given to the
above within a week as we have to plan
out the programme of work immediately
please.

(Sgd.) NormAN (GOONETILLEKE,
Agricultural Instructor, Kongahawela,
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Report on the decline problem of citrus
in the Lower Uva Valley and other areas
in Ceylon by Dr. Temple Kiely, Sessional
Paper IX of 1957, page 40 : —

6. Since virus-infected budgraft trees
of the Bibile variety have been distri-
buted for some years from Peradeniya


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2911
SudEn cwd®usy senm, 1962-63
[ee. 8, B. &¥dssTm ®wn.]

and Bibile nurseries to most citrus grow-
ing areas of the island, it is reasonable
to assume that the {risteza wvirus has
already become established in those
areas.
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In view of the susceptibility of the
British Guiana and mindora acid limes to
the virus, their distribution to the public

fr_om government nurseries should be
discontinued,
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(Dr, N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)

Mr. Chairman, I do not want to
speak at length because I know a
large number of hon. Members have
yet to speak, and I do not want to go
over the ground covered by other
honoMembers.
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I would like to make a few obser-
vations with regard to the Forest
Department, the Fisheries Depart-
ment and also generally on the agri-
cultural problems particularly with
regard to the Paddy Lands Act.

Let me take the Forest Department
first. Before this in this House I have
had occasion to refer to this depart-
ment. I am sorry to repeat what I
said, but I cannot help doing so be-
cause, I think, it is one of the worst
departments we have in this country.
So far as I am concerned I am dis-
satisfied with the work of its officers
from the head downwards- I agree
with what some of the hon. Members
have said, that we want a technically
qualified person as head of the
Forest Department. But what is
worse is the amount of corruption
that prevails.

In my area, particularly in the
Kitulgala area, which is the only
place now where we have any rea-
sonable timber, all the forests are
denuded. Weekly, even today, lorry
loads of valuable timber are illicitly
felled and brought to Colombo and
sold. On one occasion, unable to bear
this any longer, I took the initiative
to trap the people. I informed the
department. I provided people who
would go and locate the illicit felling.
Actually the officers caught the
people doing illicit felling at the
moment of their visit in the forest.
People were caught redhanded with
the permits of the headman.

What normally happens is this. A
private individual the headman is in
league with gets a timber permit,
ostensibly for felling timber from his
private land. With that permit he
goes and fells timber in the forests,
Government forests. The R. F. Os
and the D. F. Os are all in collusion
in this matter. Nearly one year has
passed. Up to date not one case has
been filed notwithstanding the fact
that the men were caught redhanded.
The officers themselves told me that
they were very grateful to me for the
assistance—that they have caught a
man redhanded. All that I asked of
them was to take immediate action,
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If at least they had filed a case I
could have persuaded the Ministry of
Home Affairs to interdict the head-
man. But the headman continues
his nefarious work, and today in open
defiance, with impunity they are
continuing the denudation of the
forests in that area.

I have spoken to the head of the
department and to a number of offi-
cers. They have found all sorts of
technical objections, all sorts of
excuses, but nothing has been done.

ad & 8. ¢ &E
(Qzerrey &. 1F. 19. Adaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

This is the case which the police
is taking up with the Attorney-
General tomorrow ?

& D53, DO, cueds
(Qrr&. i erer. arib. QuGTar)
(Dr, N. M. Perera)

The department is passing on the
matter to the police department, and
the police is passing it on to the
Attorney-General’s Department, but
in the meanwhile the damage is being
done. Mind you, an innocent man
asks for a little timber in order to
build a small hut for his own use-
but he will not get it.

ad 93 BVlecs
(Qserrer ymsssaur epaur)
(An hon. Member)

The Attorney-General’s permission
is not required in that case.

&b DuY. 8. euedsb

(QLr&L i erar. erib. QuGrmr)

(Dr, N. M. Perera)

To prosecute a poor villager all
that rigmarole is not necessary !

One of your R. F. Os, as a result of
my insistence, was transferred to an
area in Dambulla. He is at Galewela
and he has taken illicit fellers from
my area and he is doing the same job
there. And, Sir, what has happen-
ed? You know what happens.
Most of these R. F. Os. the moment
they join the department get their
relations to set up timber depots. In
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this particular case, this individual
has an uncle who is running a timber
shop at Yakkala. All the timber is
passed on to him. It is heart-rending
to realize what damage has been done
to all the valuable timber in my
electorate. Quite honestly, Sir, I feel
like asking the Hon- Minister to scrap
that department. It is utterly use-
less. It does nothing. I feel that the
timber would be saved if there is no
department, because these officers
who are responsible for denuding the
forests, these corrupt officers, at least,
would not be there. That is my first
point of view with regard to the
Forest Department. I want most
earnestly to express my thorough dis-
satisfaction at the way the depart-
ment is functioning.

I will now come to the Fisheries
Department. You must pardon me if
I take much time, but the question is
important. There are three aspects
which I wish to refer in regard to
this department. The first is the
question of mechanized boats, the
second is the problem of the Mutwal
Fisheries, and third, the problem of
the catching of fish, or the production
side of it.

Now, a few words about the mecha-
nized boat scheme are necessary.
Before I commence, I wish to men-
tion that it is rather strange that the
Administration Report of the Direc-
tor of Fisheries for the year 1960 was
out only in February of 1962. It
contains very little information.
What excuse is there for the report
for 1960 not being out in 1961, and
the 1961 report in 1962 ? We do not
get any information from these de-
partments, and we cannot find out
exactly what is happening in those
departments.

Coming back to the subject of the
mechanized boats the scheme was
started in 1958-59. In point of fact,
my good Friend’s Short-Term Imple-
mentation Programme has in its sec-
tion on fisheries, a little more
information than the Fisheries
Department Administration Report
has. I will have occasion to refer
to that.
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The scheme started in 1958-59.
The department offered Rs. 17,500 by
way of loan to any fisherman on the
understanding that he should repay
at the rate of Rs. 510 per month over
a period of 36 months. -

oG &8 8. ¢ B
(Qaorres &. 1. 19. Qeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It has now been increased to five
years.

¢u@33c& 053, 98. swedd
(Qi_r&L i erer. erip. QuUGTrm)
(Dr, N. M. Perera)

It has been extended to five years
or sixty months. I will point out to
you how realistic it is in a moment.
Any failure to pay three instalments
running would mean that the man
who hired the boat or received the
loan would have a penalty attached
to him ; the boat will be seized until
the arrears are paid up in full.

Now, Sir, what has happened.
Since 1959 and up to 1961, 699
mechanized boats have been issued
by the Government. This informa-
tion, strangely enough is given in the
Short-Term Implementation Pro-
gramme, at page 195.

In 1959, under the Government loan
scheme 84 mechanized fishing boats
were introduced and in 1960, 300 boats
were introduced. In 1960, there were
200 boats introduced by the private

sector. Altogether 500  boats
were introduced in 1960. In
1961, 315 boats were in-

troduced under the Government loan
scheme. Under 1962 they give the
figure of 500 but I think that that is
only projected and not yet completed.

These figures do not tally with the
figures given in the Fisheries Depart-
ment report. According to the Fish-
eries Department report the total
number of mechanized fishing boats
in 1960 was about 445. I do not know
how the discrepancy arose. What is
much more important is this. All the
efforts made by the department so far
—even taking the most favourable
figure—have resulted in 699 mecha-
nised fishing boats being introduced
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from 1959 to 1961. If you count all the
orus, kattamarans and theppans there
is a fishing fleet of about 20,000 in this
country. Out of that fleet of 20,000
boats you have a mechanized fleet of
+699. This shows an inadequate appre-
ciation on the part of the department
to press on with the work of mecha-
nization.

What has really happened about
these. mechanized boats is this. There
are 22 boatyards in Ceylon. The Gov-
ernment National Small Industries
Corporation was started only in 1960.
But strangely enough your depart-
ment has completely by-passed this
corporation. I will give you the
figures.

oG 8. 8. ¢ 8C2

(Qeorrar &. F. 9. Qeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

In fact I have specifically asked——

@nde DY, 8. cueld
(Q_r&L i erar. ertr. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I know that you asked but that is
not what has happened in the depart-
ment. That is the misfortune.

In point of fact an F. A. O. expert—
I think he is Eslander—is attached to
the National Small Industries Cor-
poration. He has actually designed a
26 foot 6 inch boat which has been
‘tried and found very satisfactory. But
what has happened ? So far only
sixty-odd orders have gone to this cor-
poration when its actual building
capacity is much more. In point of
fact, your department is deliberately
refusing to pass on orders to this cor-
poration. In anticipation of orders it
has actually got some boats which are
half-built. But the general tendency
is for your department to give orders
to certain specific individuals.

In point of fact, when the depart-
ment started this scheme it gave
orders to one individual alone. The
Auditor-General has had occasion to
refer to this particular transaction by
your department. I am reading from
the Auditor-General’s report :
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Rs. 150,500 had been paid as advance
to a firm of boat builders before placing
orders . . . . .

Even before placing orders the
department gave a loan of Rs. 154,500
to one individual. This is reported in
the Auditor-General’s Report for the
year 1958-59. The hon. Member for
Colombo North is the man who got
the money.

That is not all. The report states
that later an order for 65 boats was
given to this firm, and the payments
made to it during 1958-59, including
the advance, amounted to Rs. 484,050.
The Auditor-General goes on to
state :

The fishermen concerned——

that is the fishermen who got their
boats from this particular boat-yard—

had brought to the notice of the
Director the poor quality of the work
done by this firm in the construction of
the boats that were allotted to them. The
F. A. O. boat-building expert who
examined these boats reported that it
would cost about Rs. 2,000 per boat to
rectify the defects in the 29 boats he
inspected.

Every boat was defective.,

oG & 8. ¢ B
(Qzorras &. F. 19 Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Mr. Eslander is attached to the
Fisheries Department, not to the,
Small Industries Corporation.

&l D53, 8. cwedd
(Our&L i orer. ertb. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

He gives expert advice to the
Corporation also.

oG 8. 8. c 8CD
(Qsorras &. (. 19. Qeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

They have now issued 912 mecha-
nized boats. I am grateful to the hon.
Member for bringing this to my
notice. I was not aware of it. Since
1960 we have asked that the
Corporation be given the orders.
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gl D53, DO, ewedd
(Q_r&L_i erar. orib. QuUCrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But even now that is not happening.
In point of fact, preference is still
being given to this particular boat-
yard concern owned by the hon.
Member for Colombo North, despite
the fact that all the boats produced
by them have been found to be defec-
tive, while even today the Corpora-
tion, after building a boat, has to wait
for many months before an engine
can be obtained for it.

There is a big racket going on in the
Fisheries Department with regard to
engines also. The officers in the
department have got their own
favourites—Lister Engineering Co.—
and they compel people who take
loans to go and take Lister engines.

aé 8 8. ¢ B
(Qaorrey &. (F. 19. Hevaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Just now, I believe, the Permanent
Secretary has directed the department
to call for tenders for the supply of
the number of engines required, stat-
ing the terms, particulars of repair
facilities, spare parts, and so on.

@8 953, 9O, cwell
(QLréLi erer. orb. QUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Your new head of department is a
much more energetic and conscien-
tious gentleman who, I think, ought
to do better than the person who has
left. All the damage was done by the
latter. I bring this to the Minister’s
notice because I do not want this sort
of thing to happen again. This
accounts for a great deal of the failure
to increase the catch, despite all
efforts. When I deal with the question
of production he will appreciate the
point I am making.

All the experts who have visited
this particular boat-yard have con-
demned the boats turned out there,
but still they are continuing to get
orders. It seems that this cannot be
helped. Why ? The department had
given such a big loan toithesowmner
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before he even started producing the
boats, and the money has to be re-
covered ; that is why more and more
orders are being given to him. In
point of fact, the department is in-
sisting that those who are given loans:
should take their boats from this
particular boat-yard. What is worse,
even when Taos boats which are
better built need repairs, your de-
partment sees to it that they are sent
to the boat-yard I have referred to.
And it sometimes takes eight months
for a minor repair to be effected to a
boat there. He brings political pres-
sure to bear on the fisherman who
comes there and one of the conditions
for effecting the repairs is that the
man should get out of the Corpora-
tion. Since your department insists
on boats needing repairs being sent
to this particular boat-yard what
happens is that the boat will not be
repaired unless that man agrees to
the conditions laid down by him and
sometimes it takes 8 months before
the repairs are effected.—[Interrup-
tion.] Yes, I am prepared to give all
the facts and even produce the people
if you want. In fairness, I would ask
the Hon. Minister not to accept my
statements but to institute a full in-
quiry into all these matters and see
that they are rectified and that an
end is put to this kind of corruption.

In regard to the Mutwal Fisheries
I have this to say, that it is a dis-
grace. We have spent roughly about
Rs. 105 million in 1960 in the import
of fish and fish products. If we can
provide sufficient fish we will be con-
siderably easing the difficulties of the
ordinary man. But unfortunately that
is not what happens today. Apart
from the fact that this department
has neglected the whole question of
fishing you will find if you look up
your own short-term Implementation
Programme that your investment in
1959 was only Rs. 3 million, in 1960
Rs. 4 million, in 1961 the financial
provision was only Rs. 9 million and
in 1962 Rs. 13 million. The Report
says :

This low investment has been.largely
due to the fact that the considerable
investment ~envisaged in respect of
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fisheries harbours did not take place due

to failure to complete investigations and
designs in time.

That is a complete neglect on the
part of the department and even with
regard to these fisheries harbours I
think there is a lot of bickering going
on as to the various places being pre-
ferred and the various other places
not being preferred and the whole
scheme is being held up. Your Ice
Plant is completely neglected at the
Mutwal Fisheries. The mechanical
Filtration Plant is completely idle and
strangely enough, I am sure you will
not believe it, the oil is filtered with
a cloth. You know, you have a shark
oil industry going on there. The oil
is actually filtered with a cloth be-
cause the mechanical filter is lying
idle. The officer who is supposed to
be capable of looking after it does not
know a thing about it. In point of
fact, the shark oil project, if properly
worked, can produce a substantial in-
come and would be a very successful
project; but your department is so
thoroughly inefficient and incapable
of doing that job that it has become
a disgrace.

The sardine factory is rotting and
rusting. No action has been taken to
even experiment on it.

You are talking of getting dried-
fish experts from Germany and so on.
You have got a dried-fish drier there
.in Mutwal. It is completely neg-
lected and rotting. It will be soon
utterly unserviceable. Our people are
accustomed to a different type of
dried fish than what you get from
Canada, Germany and so on- Your
department is not doing the work
here. They have the machines also
available and they can do it adopting
the normal standards. I am not very
happy about dried fish. Dried fish can
be justified only if we have a surplus
of fish in this country over and above
what is required for consumption,
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g1l D53, DO. esedd
(QLraL_i erer. erb. QuUGrrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Mutwal Fisheries section was
set up on the Canadian grant and
was mechanized a lot. You have a
conveyor belt which used to send fish
from the trawler straight to the store,
but the belt is broken completely.

ad 8 8. ¢ 8ED
(Qaorras &. (. 9. Aovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I checked up on it. On account of
the sinking of the wall, they cannot
use the store.

grnde 53, DO. oseld
(Orat_i erer. erib. Qulrmm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I know they give you all kinds of
reports. You have the worst possible
man there as the head, Mr. Guna-
sekera. He is utterly unsympathetic
towards fishermen.

Although there is a well equipped
repair shop with about 50 technicians,
your trawlers are given out for
repairs. The department has only
two trawlers. The “Braconglen” is
one of them and has been under
repairs for one year now.

o0& 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qaorres &. F. 19 Qéveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Both are at sea Nnow.

204D
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@nde 3. 8. cwels
(QLréL g erar. erh. QuCrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Naturally. That is after one year.
I think the cost was something like
two lakhs given out on a tender
although you have an expert machine
shop with about 50 technicians quite
capable of doing this job, provided
you have a qualified engineer in
charge. But I do not think so. You
have got a person who does not know
his job and I think this Mutwal
Fisheries section requires a complete
shake-up from the head downwards.
You want an entirely new set of
people. I think you have done well
in getting a new head for the depart-
ment. If you will get him to ruth-
lessly eliminate all these inefficient
people you might be able to make
some progress in your Fisheries
Department.

The ice plant is a valuable plant
and is obviously indispensable if this
business is to be carried on success-
fully. I think, in 1960 about 4 million
pounds of fish, about 348,000 pounds
of meat and about 103,000 pounds of
fruits were stored in it. It has been
put to good use. The revenue earned
was something like four lakhs of
rupees in 1960. However, more than
half of that revenue came from
private parties. These private parties
are now putting up a separate ice
plant of their own as a result of the
profits made by them after using your
ice plant.

I am rushing through these items,
but I think I have said enough to
stimulate the Hon. Minister’s interest,
so that he can take some action in
order to bring this department into
shape.

I would like to make a few
remarks in regard to the production
of fish. We produced 959,000 cwt. of
fish in 1960 and one million cwt. of
fish in 1961. Almost 60 per cent of
this came from theppans, orus and
catamarans of small fishermen. That
is one of the reasons why I am not
satisfied with the departmental
report : it gives so littlednformation:
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ad 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qa&sorTey 2. 9. 19 @ca)amr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

In fact, this year we have provided
money to supply engines for these
theppans.

an8e 953, DO, ezels
(Q_raL_i erar. erb. QuGrorm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Only do not allow your officers to
play ducks and drakes with this
whole business. They have become
agents of various companies.

o & 8. ¢ &g
(Qzorras &. 1F. g Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Ministry is asking the depart-
ment to call for tenders for the supply
of engines.

&8s D53, 8. cuell
(Qr&Li erer. erp. QuGrrm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

In 1960 the “ Braconglen ” has done
12 trips in 119 days, while the “ Maple
Leaf ” has done 13 trips in 137 days.
Surely, these trawlers can do much
more work ? This shows a lack of
interest.

@b 8. 8. & 8ED
(Qaorrear &. (F. 19 Pveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

There is another reason. I think,.
there was some disagreement about
overtime. I know that it was a big
problem which went on for years. I
believe, last year we solved it with
considerable difficulty. I think, Trea-
sury rules provide for overtime, but
some maritime service code lays
down different conditions.

&l DuY. . el

(QrsL_ i erer. erth. QuUGrom)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

4 Those are minor difficulties for a
department to solve.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2937
Sea&em cmP@us wemm, 1962-63

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qserras &. (. 3 Qéveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

But still, the men will not go out
to sea.

G128 53, 8. cuedd
(Qr&Li erew. erv. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

if the department cannot solve the
problems arising from overtime to
minor employees or men working in
these trawlers, where are we? I
agree that you cannot run any
industry in this country successfully
if you are going to be guided entirely
by Treasury rules and regulations. I
have said this over and over again.
If you want to run this business on
the basis of a commercial venture,
giving the best possible returns, then
please scrap all these rules and regu-
lations. You cannot run a business
when you are tied down by these
regulations. Now that the Hon.
Minister is also the Minister of
Finance, it should be possible for him
to get hold of the Treasury F. RR. and
burn them. That will be the greatest
service that he can do for this country,
I have urged this over and over again
from 1956. These are rules and
regulations made for a colonial era,
framed with the purpose of making it
impossible for any officer to function.
Under these regulations heads of
departments are being tied down and
not given sufficient discretion to run
their departments efficiently. Give
them that amount of discretion. We
are now in a different era. Give them
the responsibility and the discretion
- and if they do not do their job sack
them.

With regard to this trawler
question, the Ceylon Co-operative
Fish Sales Union handles the sale of
all trawler fish. It has got fifty
member societies. The Union buys
the fish wholesale from the trawler
and distributes to the member
societies. It has got a capital of
nearly Rs. 8 lakhs.

The important point I want to urge
is that the Co-operative Fish Sales
Union is really a producers’ organi-
zation. The Union buys,.all . the
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trawler fish. It has no interest in
the consumer and the consumer is
mulcted in the process. I will give
some figures which will show you the
enormous profits the Union is making.
That is not fair. After all is said and
done our endeavour should be to
provide cheap fish to the consumer,
but the Co-operative Fish Sales Union
is making enormous profits. I will
point that out to you in a moment.

I will admit that one good work the
Union has done is cheapening the nets
and fishing gear. That has made a
big difference to the ordinary fishing
folk. The price of fishing gear has
been brought down from Rs. 135 to
Rs. 95 and of nets from Rs. 67 to
Rs. 42.50, a general price reduction of
over 30 per cent. But my complaint
is that it looks as if the problem is
looked at too much from the produ-
cer’s point of view rather than from
that of the consumer who should get
his fish cheap.

I am told that the Union sold nearly
Rs. 5 lakhs worth of fishing gear in
1961, and imported Rs. 691,000 worth
of fishing gear this year 1962. The
Union has a curing yard also. It has
produced Rs. 179,250 worth of dry fish.

a& 8 8. ¢ BE
(Qzarras &. 1F. 1 fevar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
That is running at a loss.

@l 53, 8. cuelb
(Qrgt i erar. erth. Qulrsmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It must be, unless you have a
surplus of fish. Instead of allowing
the surplus fish to rot away you dry
it or use it some other way.

I will now give you the prices of
trawler fish as sold to the Co-opera-
tive Fish Sales Union, then by the
Union to the mudalali and the
consumer. The trawler sells small
fish to the Union at 35 cents per lb.
and the Union sells that same fish to
the retail societies at 60 cents. The
Union just takes the fish from the
trawler and gives it over to the retail
societies ; they do not even have to
transport the fish and yet the Union
makes a profit of 25 cents per lb. The
retailgsocieties sell that same fish at
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Re. 1.25 or Re. 1.50 to the ordinary
consumer. For what was sold by the
trawler at 35 cents per lb. we pay
more than Re. 1.25. That is not fair.
That is an unconscionable profit the
Co-operative Fish Sales Union as well
as the fish mudalalis make. Surely,
the correct thing to do is to ensure
that the trawler fish, which is sold at
35 cents to the Union, is sold to the
consumer at say 50 cents per lb. I can
understand that. A difference of 15
cents is a reasonable difference, but
it should not be sold at Re. 1 and
Re. 150. That is why I say it is
interested only on the production
side ; it helps only the fishermen and
others connected with the trade, but
it is not concerned with the consumer.

Then, mullet is sold at 63 cents
from the trawler. The mudalali sells
it at prices ranging from Re. 1.15 to
Re. 1.90. In the case of parawa the
trawler sells at 92 cents, the retailer
at Re. 1.90. making a profit of Re.l.
There are times when the consumer
pays as much as Rs. 2 and Rs. 2.50.
It is the same in respect of parati.
The trawler sells at 65 cents a pound,
the co-operative fish sales union sells
it at 85 cents a pound, and the retailer
sells it to the consumer at prices
ranging from Re. 1.25 to Re. 1.50.
Then, jeela is sold to the Co-operative
Union at 95 cents a pound, and the
unicn sells at Re. 1.25 a pound. The
consumer pays anything between
Re. 1.75 and Rs. 2. In the case of seer,
the co-operative fish sales union says
it does not matter at what price seer
is hold because only the rich can buy.
Actually, the consumer pays anything
up to Rs. 4 for a pound of seer. I
think they get it at Re. 1.50.

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qsorrey &. 1F. g Pvaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I think in the case of seer, they get
not so much from the trawlers, but
generally from private parties.

@& Dy, DO. csedd
(QL_réi_i erer. ertb. QUGTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

But the co-operative Fish Sales
Union also tackles seer.
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What I wish to point out is that on
the one hand the Department has
shown inefficiency and incompetence
with regard to mechanized boats, and
on the other it has got favourites,
and it is not progressing ; we have
made no progress at all, or, if at all
very little progress.

Secondly, I wish to speak about
the Mutwal fisheries. That place
has been completely neglected and
mismanaged, and it requires a com-
plete shake up. Thirdly, so far as
production is concerned, the main
concern should be to provide cheap
fish, and plenty of fish to the ordi-
nary consumer. That is not what
we are doing now ; we are not giving
the consumer fish at a cheap price.
These are the three main defects
with regard to your department
which you can set right now,
because you have got a new man to
take an interest; you have got a
much better head of department at
the present moment, and he might do
something.

May I pass on to the next point. I
have dealt with fisheries.

Then, Sir, with regard to the
Department of Agriculture, all I
want to say is this. I still do not
understand why you have so many
different officers supposed to be
working in the field. I refer to your
Food Production Overseers, Exten-
sion Officers, and various other types
of officers who are doing practically
the same type of work. There must
be some sort of co-ordination and
utilization of these men. They
could be put to much better purpose.
That is one of the things that the
department must set about doing.

I find that in every section there
is an engineering section or repair
shop of its own, sometimes not
very far from each other. They are
working quite independently instead
of co-ordinating and making the
best use of the skill that is available
in the various sections. You can
save ‘Considerably on overheads and
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even in the use of the wvarious
machines if you co-ordinate and
bring them under one unit. I am
not speaking of the central units, but
of local units.

I wish also to say a word about
paddy lands. So far as my area is
concerned, the Paddy Lands Act is
practically dead. This is something
to which we drew attention when
the Paddy Lands Act was being
discussed. We pointed out that if you
permit landlords to get on to these
cultivation committees they will
end by monopolizing the commit-
tees. That is precisely what has
happened. The Paddy Lands Act
provides for 25 per cent. of land-
owners to be on the -cultivation
committees, but now they have be-
come 75 and 100 per cent. Why ?
They are responsible also for draw-
ing up the voters’ lists.

o& 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qeorres &. 1F. g Gveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
How ?

gnda D3, 98, ewedd
(Q_r&i erer. erb. QulrTm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They get administrative secre-
taries who are supposed to do the
voters’ lists, and if these officers do
not dance to the tune of the culti-
vation committees, they have no
chance of getting any money at all.

Since the landowners are not in-
terested in implementing the Paddy
Lands Act they do not permit even
cases to be filed against defaulting
people who refuse to pay the six
rupees or give the half bushel ; so it
is virtually a dead letter. And the
cultivation committee lists are all
faked lists. Almost all the owners
have got on the lists as ande culti-
vators. I am very disappointed with
the present position of the adminis-
tration of the Paddy Lands Act, and
I do think that immediate action
should be taken to amend the Act in
a way that is workable.
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I must urge that we get rid of the
landowners if the Paddy Lands Act
is to work. Let us not forget that
we urged this on the occasion the
legislation was discussed. The own-
ers are generally also the leading
people in the village. The ordinary
people, the ande cultivators cannot
stand up to them unless you have a
powerful  farmers’ organization.
Unless they have that amount of
solidarity among themselves they
can never stand up to the owners.
Consequently the whole Act is being
misused today. '

In some cases the cultivation com-
mittees are supposed to do some
minor irrigation works. I find that,
in one or two cases the chairman had
got hold of the minor irrigation jobs,
done the work like a contractor, and
he had made the profit and pocketed
the profit also.

It is not fair. I think this matter
of administrative secretaries must
be looked into. For one thing it
would be unfair if you do not com-
pletely change the Paddy Lands Act
and really ensure that the position
of the administrative secretaries is
improved. What I am surprised at is
that those people are still sticking
on to their jobs. For one year or
more they have not been paid a
cent, but they still continue to do
some sort of work in connection
with the Act. I must say it is a
tribute to the sincerity of those
officers that they have been able to
have that amount of interest in their
work to continue, notwithstanding
the fact that all the time they have
been living out of their own pockets
when they find existence

| | very
difficult, hoping against hope that
the department will completely

change their position.

I do not know whether your
finances will permit you to pay
them completely, but at least if you
change the cultivation committees
and make them function without the
landowners I still believe that the
committees can provide the money
for the administrative secretaries
even if you give a nominal sum at
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least to enable them to go on. I
think if you get the landowners re-
moved from every cultivation com-
mittee, then with entirely cultivators
carrying on, the administrative

secretaries can function properly.
That I think should be the aim.

With regard to the question of
paddy the Hon. Minister quite
rightly had a scheme to subsidize
fertilizers, I think, if I remember
aright, in September 1961. The
scheme was roughly this. A fifty
per cent. subsidy is given to members
of C.AP. & S. Societies and Multi-
purpose Co-operative Societies if the
share of the cost of the fertilizer was
paid fully in cash by the members.
A 33% per cent. subsidy was given
to members of C.A.P. & S. Societies
and M. P. C. Societies, if the fertilizer
was purchased on credit. Therefore,
if they paid cash they got a 50 per
cent. subsidy and if credit was ex-
tended to them they got a 33% per
cent. subsidy. That is roughly the
scheme that you have got. A 33%
per cent. subsidy was also given to
non-members of these societies pro-
vided cash was paid in advance.
Those were the three items in your
subsidy scheme.

I do not think it is possible to have
any improvement in your paddy
cultivation if this scheme of much
greater use of fertilizer is not
widened and enlarged.

@& 8 8. ¢ 82

(Qzerras &. (F. 9. Fvaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have widened it. Please look
at page 39 of the Administration
Report of the Commissioner of
Agrarian Services for 1960-61. This
scheme provides for all cultivators
and not only members of co-operative
societies.

@8 053, 90, exeld
(QLré_i erer. erwb. QuUGrrTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I thought the Hon. Minister had
an idea of extending the scheme,
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oG & 8. ¢ B
(Qaorrar &. (. 19 Aoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
It has been done.

Grnde D53, D8, suedd

(Q_r&ii erer. erib. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The extension scheme that you pro-
posed was something more than that,
The subsidy of fifty per cent. should
be extended to members of C. A. P.
and S. Societies and M. P. C. Societies
as Societies, on payment in cash of
the remaining fifty per cent. with the
stipulation that every society may re-
sell the fertilizer so purchased only
to its own members.

o& & 8. ¢ 8

(Qsorres &. (F. 19 feveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That has been changed. Look at
page 39 of the Administration Report

of the Commissioner of Agrarian
Services for 1960-61.

grada 53, O, ewedd
(QL_r&L_ Grer. erib. @L.-":-DJJH')
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is the new scheme ?

ag &8 8. ¢ 8@

(Qzarras &. (9. g Hovar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Yes, co-operative societies are now
authorized to sell to non-members
provided they pay cash down half the
price while members can be given
credit. Non-members cannot be given
credit for obvious reasons.

@Dl VY. . cuedd

(Qu_réL_i erer. erb. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

My point is this. This scheme should
be spread out much more—greater
encouragement should be given. In
point of fact, one of the difficulties is
that the fertilizer does not get to the
cultivators in time. The time-lag is
disastrous from the point of view of
cultivators. There is always someé
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delay somewhere and the cultivator
generally gives up hopes of getting
his fertilizer in time. That has been
the experience in my area in the
Kegalle District. We have not made
as much progress as we would have
liked with regard to this matter in
the Kegalle District. But I understood
the Hon. Minister had a much wider
scheme to extend the benefit of bigger
subsidies for fertilizers so as to ensure
that greater use of fertilizers would
be made. That was turned down by
your Cabinet.

oG & 8. ¢ BED:
(Qzorres &. (. 19 Sevaur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is not correct. More than half
is rather difficult.

@de 053, 9. cuedsh

(QuréL_i erar erib. QuUGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All that I am saying is that greater
use of fertilizers should be encour-
aged. In the Kegalle District we
have small plots; we do not have
very big yayas. Where the Japanese
method was adppted—as in Ganepalla
—we got a high yield. We were able
to produce even 100 bushels and more.
Very good work has been done espe-
cially by the young farmers. I think
a greater effort must be made to pro-
vide subsidies to obtain fertilizer and
to see that the fertilizer is actually
made available to the cultivators as
early as possible when they require it.
There is a little improvement notice-
able in my area after the establish-
ment of the stores at Ruwanwella.
Much more has yet to be done to en-
courage farmers to use fertilizer.

. &0, T

About a year back we observed a
sudden slight drop in the yield in the
Kegalle District. We had a very
interesting discussion about it and we
tried to find out why. We have not
been able to trace the cause of this
drop in yield yet. It is possible that
the previous records were a bit too
optimistic. I remember, the hon.
Leader of the Opposition too joined
in the discussion we had in this
connection.
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I do want to appeal to the Hon.
Minister to give more encouragement
to our paddy cultivators. After all,
95 per cent of our cultivators own less
than five acres each and 90 per cent.
own less than 1% acres. These are
statistics provided by the department
itself. So substantial help can and
ought to be given to these small culti-
vators. It is worth our while to do so.

I cannot conclude my remarks
without making a reference to Gal
Oya. The Minister must do some
serious thinking on this subject. The
total provision made for Gal Oya is
about Rs. 35 million a year. The over-
heads and the salary bill alone come
to Rs. 24 million. In some years you
have spent Rs. 24 million and got
Rs. 6 million worth of work done. The
whole business is topsy turvy and
the Government must undertake a
serious review of the economics of
this question. When the scheme was
started we urged very strongly that
the economics of it should be more
throughly gone into but our plea was
ignored. Now the ex-Minister of
Finance gets up in this House to show
how high the capital output ratio is
in respect of the Gal Oya Scheme.

o &8 8. ¢ 8E
(Qsorres &. 9. 19 Qaveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

From about 1957 they have stopped
recruitment of personnel, except
technical men like engineers, because
of the very large organization
existing there.

g Y. 0. cwedsb

(Q_r&: i erar erib. QuGrar)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You are not even making proper
use of what you have got there. There
is a great deal of waste. The whole
thing has got to be reconsidered
factually and objectively, not from
the point of view of mere politics but
from the point of view of what we
are getting out of it. Rightly or
wrongly, you have spent nearly
Rs. 450 million on Gal Oya. What
have we got by way of a return, and
over what period of time ?
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I have so much more to say but I
do not want to take more time. I do
hope the Minister will seriously look
into the matters I have placed before
him and the House.

@8, ADED. oemrIwews e
(85 2. L ieflL). G serer . )
(Mr. R. W. Tennekoon)

I should like to add my word of
protest against the absence of any
Administration Reports pertaining to
the work of this Ministry. In the
past it used to be the wholesome
practice for the Administration
Reports of all the Government
departments for any particular year
to be in our hands by June or July
the following year and when Budget
Debates came along we had a lot of
useful information on which we
could base our discussion.

To begin with I should like to draw
the Hon. Minister’s attention to page
44 of this booklet known as the
Programme of Capital Works 1962-
63. On that page there is a brief
description of the Minipe Left Bank
Channel Extension Scheme in the
Kandy District. In paragraph 2
under “Main Features ” it is stated
that the main feature of the scheme
would be the extension of the
irrigable area under the scheme, re-
modelling of the anicut across the
Mahaweli-ganga, remodelling of the
head sluice and the silt reach,
enlarging the existing 183 mile long
channel and remodelling the
structures and extending the channel
to command 18,000 acres of new
paddy land. And it goes on to say
that the units of alienation on the
Minipe Extension Scheme are 3
acres of paddy land and 2 acres of
highland.

Now that is a very significant mis-
take, a mistake which needs correc-
tion. I have been able to ascertain
from the Government Agent of the
Kandy District that the units of
alienation under the Minipe Exten-
sion Scheme are 2 acres of paddy and
1% acres of highland for residential
purposes. I do hope thatithe, Hon.
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Minister will make the necessary
correction in this booklet because to
describe the alienation units as
extents of 3 acres paddy land and 2
acres highland is certainly very
misleading.

I hope I will be forgiven for refer-
ring once again to the Minipe Exten-
sion Scheme. I think this scheme
generally presents a most depressing
sight and it is more like a running
sore which needs immediate atten-
tion. I should like to briefly
recapitulate the facts regarding this
colony.

In 1957 when the area between the
Yoda-ela and the Mahaweli-ganga
was being surveyed the entire area
was surveyed as Crown land ; even
the private land was surveyed as
Crown land with the result that you
got an exaggerated picture of the
extent of land available for alienation
under the scheme.

At the land kachcheri in 1958 the
result of this improper action was
that more colonists were selected
than land was available. With the
excision of private lands from the
area the Ministry is up against the
problem of finding land for those
surplus colonists who were mis-
takenly selected at that time.

I believe it is precisely for this
reason that the Hon. Minister is now
making arrangements to appropriate
land belonging to a pioneer village
settlement in the area called
Meegolla. In that area in the year
1954, I think, long before the Minipe
Extension Scheme was started a
number of villagers from Uda Dum-
bara area settled down, cleared the
land, asweddumized large portions of
the area and built houses. They
were really the pioneers of this
scheme. But now the Hon. Minister
is making arrangements in order to
make up for the deficit of Crown
land to appropriate a portion of this
area ; I believe he is taking over the
entire area, making colonists of these
pioneer settlers, and dividing the sur-
plus extents among the colonists for
whom new land has to be found.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2949
duldm ewYPuzy menm, 1962-63

In this Minipe Extension Scheme
the Hon. Minister himself mentioned
some time ago that there were as
many as 700 squatters occupying
lands at the time land kachcheris
were held. Some of them un-
doubtedly found a place at the land
kachcheris but there is still a very
large number of them occupying
land in the area which is now
‘required for the settlement of
colonists.

.1 find - recently that the Govern-
ment Agent of the Kandy District has
initiated proceedings against these
squatters and is endeavouring to
eject them from these lands which
they are supposed to be occupying
illegally. I do not know what the
immediate solution to this difficult
problem can be but it would appear
to me that unless the Hon. Minister
gets on with the construection of the
Heen Ganga Reservoir and the settle-
ment of these squatters from Minipe
Extension Scheme in that area the
problem can never be solved.

Then there is a small matter which
I have to remind the Hon. Minister
about. For quite some time he has
been deciding to set up electoral
farms in electorates, but in my elec-
torate, where there is no dearth of
Crown land, there has so far been no
endeavour, although we selected the
site, to establish these farms. I do
not know what reason there is for
the delay in the setting up of
electoral farms, but it seems to me
that the lack of funds seems to be
the chief problem.

I should like to inquire from the
Hon. Minister whether he intends to
proceed with the Bill for the control
of fragmentation of cocoa estates. I
do not think the last word on that
subject has been said. I would urge
him to reintroduce that Bill because
I still feel that a measure of this sort
is necessary and when he introduces
this Bill to see that he includes
coconut estates also within its
purview.

Finally, I should like to mention
the question of the review of the land
policy which this country has been
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following from 1931 onwards. I
believe, it is time that this entire
question is reviewed and the land
policy revised in the light of recom-
mendations made by the Land Com-
mission of 1958. Certain valuable
recommendations were made by
that Commission and if and
when the Planning Department
gets on to the job of reviewing
the land policy of the country,
I do hope the recommendations
put forward by the Land Com-
mission of 1958 will be taken into
consideration and a definite pro-
gramme of activity arranged before
more lands are opened up. The situ-
ation now is that under the scheme
of advanced alienation we have
found that alienation of land has
outstripped the provision of irri-
gation facilities with the result that
colonists are there in these areas
without water, are getting dried up
in the hot sun and are without any
means of sustenance whatsoever.
The period of payment of subsistence
allowance has expired and they are
hard put to it, to maintain themselves
on land which has not been irrigated
for the last four years.

20, &. 9. c1n®D ¢€ Owi. (BB
B ®5IB) ,\

(8E@L1 6TLh. FF. eT&. ApSLDLL 7 Ij—ep ST 7
QPED IYrEHFar)

(Mr. M. E. H. Mohamed Ali—First
Mutur)
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(2@t oniBS5)

(Mr. Hameed)

Mr. Chairman, the hon. Member for
Bentara-Elpitiya said that there was a
large number of people in his electo-
rate who are forced to remain single
because they do not have even a piece
of land. That seems to be his grie-
vance. But what is the actual fact?
There is something more than that.
Today, in Ceylon when a man dies
there is no land to bury him. We are
placed in such a position. Ceylon is,
perhaps, one of the very few coun-
tries where the population has in-
creased but where the availability, of

Bewlds @575 OedTVC®
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land has decreased. Normally, you
will find that in any other country
there is growth of land along with the
growth of population. When the popu-
lation increases, it means more land
and more food. I believe, the Hon.
Minister is aware that in this country
they say that a baby is born every
tick, which, he will realize, is very
much faster than the speed of a sput-
nik. So with the growth of population
the Hon. Minister’s duty increases.

There has been a stress on fragmen-
tation of land. A number of Bills have
been presented on fragmentation. But
up-to-date there has been no effort
made or no stress laid whatsoever on
amalgamaion. The stress has been
only on fragmentation, not on amal-
gamation. The approach has been
negative. I wonder whether the Hon.
Minister is aware that the Whitelaw—
Perera report, for example, made
many valuable recommendations with
regard to amalgamation ? Up-to-date
this Government has not brought for-
ward one Bill on amalgamation. The
stress has been on fragmentation,
which is quite wrong, because it is a
negative approach. For instance, we
speak of bringing down the cost of
production of our rubber. If some of
the recommendations made by the
Whitelaw-Perera commission, espe-
cially on amalgamation, are imple-
mented, we can easily bring down the
cost of production where rubber is
concerned by about five cents per
pound. Therefore, we should like to
know from the Hon. Mnster whether
he has any scheme which contem-
plates amalgamation.

Right through this Debate there has
been a cry, an appeal, a repeated
appeal, for more rice and for more
paddy cultivation. However much we
may talk of increasing paddy produc-
tion, I believe, that will not be possi-
ble as long as we do not conduct a
complete soil survey of our paddy
fields.

I believe there are 111 D. R. O’s
divisions in this country. Up-to-date
a soil survey has been conducted only
in two. D. R. O’s divisions, that is, I
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believe, in the Hewagam Korale and
the Hapitigam Korale. Now, you can
never step up the yield as long as
you do not carry out a soil survey
because it is quite clear that in those
two areas where a soil survey has
been conducted, the fertilizer used
differs from the fertilizer used in the
other areas. So, however much we
may talk of increasing the yield, the
preliminary and initial stage has to be
undertaken.

o 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qzorras &. (9. g Qoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Soil surveys have been started quite
recently—I think, it was really when
the hon. Member for Avissawella, Mr.
D. P. R. Gunawardena was Minister—-
and now we have provided in the
present Estimates two more units
for soil surveys. I fully agree
with what the hon. Member says.
Soil surveys are necessary, but on
account of the nature of the work, it
takes time. Had we started it about
ten years earlier, probably by now
we could have completed the work.
We started providing for soil surveys
only from 1956, That is the troubie.

HSD .

(@i avlfs)
(Mr. Hameed)

Have you a target date ? When do
you think you can finish it ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaerra &#. (. 9. Sevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

In fact, we have increased the num-
ber of units by two.

HnSD .

(2@l avls)

(Mr. Hameed)

By when do you think yoi'éani torn2
plete the soil surveys ?
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o & 8. ¢ 8D

(Qsorrey &. (F. 9. Qoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I have not gone into that matter
yet. I have not received a report so
far regard.ng the soil surveys. I am
taking steps to increase the number
of units for soil surveys.

g. . 6.23

MO 8o BoTSs eSS
(Gupssoiar 97 o&@rrseri)
(The Deputy-Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Mr. Speaker will
now take the Chair.

FDRGD W wen BewHdEn  eensB®
YGumensy @dnY PewsY, wensBDS Hoeszn
Sied s,

»HOD Oca.

(2@ apibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

I am glad the Hon. Minister says
he is taking steps to speed up soil
surveys.

o 8 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzorras &. (F. 19 Geveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have provided for two more
soil survey units.

NS Dca

(2@ apfsz)
(Mr. Hameed)
Do you think you can complete it

by 1999 at least, at the present rate
of progress?

oS 8. 8. ¢ &
(Qzorres &. (S, 9 Heveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

May be 2000. But I want to point
out that if the work had been started
10 to 12 years earlier, the completion

would have been 10 to 12 years
earlier.

HOD Ocam.

(@l amfs)
(Mr. Hameed)
L know what

1 you are trvi
aim at. HIE KD



http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2083
Jeuddm emPgPusy wmm, 1962-63

o 8. 8. ¢ 8gd
(Qawerras &. 1F. 9. Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

May be that if we had started 10
to 12 years earlier, we could have

completed it 10 to 12 years earlier
than 1999.

NS e

(B@L apifs)

(Mr. Hameed)

I know what you are trying to say,
and how you are trying to get out of
the difficulty. I asked you a simple
question and said that I hoped it
would be completed by at least 1999.
That is about all. Unless and until
a comprehensive soil survey is con-
ducted, however much you may
talk of stepping up the yield, it will
not become a reality. It is not
practicable.

Then there is also this question of
using fertilizers. I hope the Hon.
Minister is aware—or, I wonder
whether he is aware—that in the
absence of a soil survey, the use of
fertilizers can bring about adverse
results in the future. Therefore,
some sort of soil survey is necessary.
What does the Agricultural Depart-
ment say? It says, use fertilizer,
more fertilizer and still more ferti-
lizer—and that without a soil sur-
vey, which means there is always a
danger ahead that some of the ferti-
lizer we use today may have an ad-
verse effect on the soil in the long
run, though it may bring a better
yield in the short run. Therefore, I
would appeal to the Hon. Minister to
see whether some form of mass soil
survey could not be done to make
sure that in the long run this blind
use of fertilizer does not bring about
any adverse effects on the soil.

o 8. 8. ¢ 8CH

(Qzorreu &. 1F. 19 Goveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

A soil survey, whilst it has been
done in certain areas, is also being
done at random here and there and
on the random results as imuch as on

Bewldm @575 Dew E®
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the mass area results, that is in the
D. R. O’s divisions, the composition
of the fertilizer is changed to suit
particular localities. Till the whole
survey is completed I do not see how
else it could be done. As I said a
little while ago, had the survey been
started prior to 1956 we might have
had it completed earlier. This is
not an explanation, but a fact.

HOD .

(2@ epibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Let us not talk of the past, or of
the present, but let us talk of the
future.

of 8. 8. ¢ B8
(Qsarrey &. (F. 19 Aovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Future, like karma, depends on
the past; it is not independent of
the past. here is no future indepen-
dent of the past.

6‘5@@ @ ca.

(2@ avibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

After some time you will say that
karma lies in the future. I can
tell you something which I do not
want to say! My humble opinion is
that you are now advocating a blind
policy, in other words, a policy of
the blind leading the blind. You
are telling the farmers to use
more fertilizer not knowing that
there is danger ahead that this blind
use of fertilizer may have adverse
effects on the soil. I appeal to the
Hon. Minister to explore these possi-
bilities, because we are not technical
men, we are not scientists. There
may be some way out of this situa-
tion. Speaking of karma does not
take us anywhere.

Really speaking you should have
thought of a fertilizer factory after
you completed the soil survey. But
what has happened today? We are
going to have the fertilizer factory
before completing the soil survey,
which amounts to putting the cart
before the horse. That is about all.
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Then my next point is, we are a
paddy producing country, a rice—
eating nation. We always talk of
paddy production. I would like to
ask the Hon. Minister, what has hap-
pened to the Paddy Research Insti-
tute ? May I disturb the Hon. Min-
ister? He seems to be deeply
absorbed in reading some document.

o 8. 8. ¢ B
(Osorrey &. F. 19 Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

On what you said.

»HOD .

(m@l apiSs)

(Mr. Hameed)

We are a paddy producing country,
we are a rice-eating nation. We
have a Tea Research Institute, we
have a Rubber Research Institute
and a Coconut Research Institute.
But where is this Paddy Research
Institute?

oG &8 8. ¢ EED
(Qaorrey &. 1F. 19 Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I think, I answered that question
earlier. Some money was donated, I
believe, by the Australian Govern-
ment to meet the cost of this Paddy
Research Institute. Plans were pre-
pared by an engineer sent from
abroad. The foundation stone was
laid and the P. W. D. was requested
to do the construction work. But
there was very considerable delay by
them in preparing the final designs
and estimates of construction on the
plans prepared earlier by the foreign
expert. It was only in the current
financial year, I believe, that a sum
of fifty or one hundred thousand
rupees out of a sum of a million-odd
rupees was released. I am sorry the
work has been delayed. But I know
the previous Minister of Agriculture
was very keen on having the building
and he made a start, but unfortun-
ately there was some delay on the
part of the P. W. D. He pressed on
it, I pressed on it, but the construc-
tion work was started only in the
current financial year.
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HER .

(2@u anibs)

{Mr. Hameed)

When do you propose to complete
it ? Is this also to be completed in
1999 ?

as 8 8. ¢ 8
(Qserray 2. .19. 19. Qévswr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I think the hon. Second Member
for Akurana will be quite hale and
hearty and considerably young when
he sees the completion of this job.

HOR O

(e anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Then it will be much later than
1999. I have mentioned about the
question of a paddy research institute
off and on in this House. As a paddy
producing country you cannot go
ahead unless you have such an insti-
tute. When the United National
Party was in power I remember Japa-
nese experts were got down and
their report was ready in 1955. Then
came the elections, and in 1956, the
S. L. F. P. Government took over. Up
to-date, except for the fact that a
foundation stone was laid somewhere
in 1958, nothing has happened. Let
us not try to cheat ourselves. Let us
not try to get over the problem or
pass it on to somebody else, If we
approach a problem it must be done
from a scientific and an intelligent
angle. But if we just want to cheat
ourselves we can go on like this.

Let us take the Ratnapura district.
I heard the hon. Member for Niwiti-
gala mourn yesterday that in his area
the yield of paddy is only 20 bushels
per acre. The soil, specially in the
Ratnapura District and in the Udu-
kinda division, is sandy. What has
this Government done to increase the
yield in that district ? Has the Gov-
ernment taken any steps to study the
soil and find out why the crop is poor
or is a failure ?

We speak much about increasing
paddy production. We have today
1,200 girls who have passed out of the
Kundasale Farm School and about
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2,000 boys who have been trained in
the various farm schools in Ceylon.
All of them are unemployed. They
were not even allowed to apply for
the post of administrative secretaries
under the Paddy Lands Act. If the
Hon. Minister is concerned about
stepping up food production in this
country why cannot he make use of
the services of these young people
who have passed out of the various
farm schools ? Why cannot he put
‘them in the field or make use of them,
at least, as administrative secretaries
of his cultivation committees so that
with their scientific knowledge they
could contribute in a substantial way
towards the effort to increase food
production ?

I have another question to raise
with regard to the soil in the N.-C. P.
and the Southern Province. Specially
around Kalutara and Galle there is
‘a very big difference. The texture of
the soil in the N.-C. P. is such that its
power of retention—power of retain-
ing water—is very low. Therefore, the
N.-C. P. is always faced with the pro-
blem of water. In areas like the
Kalutara District and the Galle Dis-
trict the problem is just the opposite.
There the texture of the soil is such
that the power of retention is very
high. Therefore, you will find that in
the paddy fields in the Galle and
Kalutara Districts you will always
have an excess of water.

We should like to know from the
Hon. Minister whether he has any
scheme to deal with this problem. The
paddy fields in the Galle and Kalu-
tara Districts have excess water—
that is their problem—while in the
N.-C. P. the problem is that they have
no water. These are problems that
must be looked into without just say-
ing that our rice bil] totals to millions
of rupees and, therefore, we must
tighten our belts and make some sac-
rifice. Why should we sacrifice when
we could produce the food that is
necessary in the country ? Why
should we ask the people to tighten
their belts or forego a plate of rice ?
You are asking the man who is
already starving to starve more. Why
should we do it ?

Bewids 075 Oew VEW®
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The next question is this. I should
like to know from the Hon. Minister
how many officers are there in his
departments who have been trained,
who have specialized in the various
fields and who are not doing their
particular subjects. I wonder whe-
ther the Hon. Minister is aware or
not aware of the fact that there is
a large number of men in his depart-
ment who have specialized in various
subjects and who are not doing them.
I was listening to the hon. Member
for Kundasale and he maintained
that the Dumbara Valley cocoa is
diseased. That 1is perfectly true.
Dumbara valley cocoa is hundred per
cent. diseased.

During the Pallekelle Debate I
remember the question of virus—
specially swollen shoot—was discuss-
ed at length. But it is very strange
that up to now we have only one man
in this country who was trained
under Dr. Orilano, the F.A.O. expert,
who was loaned to us, and stranger
still is the fact that that man is not
doing any cocoa work! These are
wonderful things. How could one
account for that ? We have men who
have been trained abroad, specialized
in various subjects but who are not

~doing them. I can tell the Hon. Minis-

ter that there are more than 24 men
in his department who have been
trained abroad and who have specia-
lized in various subjects but who are
not being utilized. They are doing
other work.

A perfect example is this. There
is a lot of evidence to show that Dum-
bara Valley cocoa is diseased. We
want it checked. We do not want it
to spread to the Matale District. Why
has the Hon. Minister up to-date not
made use of the only man available
to us and who has been trained under
Dr. Orilano the F.A.O. expert ? Why
is that officer put to Bibile as an
Assistant Farm Manager ?

I said earlier that we have only
one man trained in this country in
the sexing of chickens. As soon as
a chick comes out of its shell, he
could say whether it is a “he” or
“she” ~ What is this man doing
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today ? He is the Private Secretary to
the Minister of Labour and National-
ised Services. I ask you, have buses
got a sex ? We know they have got
decks. If buses have a sex, what do
you call a “she” bus—“ bussie” ?

You have umpteen number of men
of this type, and I can give you
examples.  The only officer who
has received specialized training in
paddy cultivation is not doing this
work. We talk so much about
increasing paddy yields, we talk so
much about sacrificing and tightening
of belts, but we are not giving proper
work to the men who have been
given specialized training at so much
cost.

The Bibile citrus is dying. In a
few years time we will not be able
to get a decent pol sambol ; we have
no salt and we have no chillies. The
lime fruit is all that we are left with,
and even that will disappear soon.
We have a man trained in citrus-
growing but he is not engaged in
that work.

I feel sorry for this Minister
because I have a feeling that some of
his officers are leading him into
trouble.

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qserrey . 1F. 9. Aovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I will tell you about the specialists.
Dr. Leslie Peiris, the plant patho-
logist who under-studied Dr. Orilano
of the F.A.O,, is now Deputy-Director
of Research ; he is directing research
on virus diseases affecting cocoa.
Mr. Gunasekera who was an agri-
cultural instructor in the plant patho-
logy division to which Dr. Orilano
was attached is now working in the
Bibile and Moneragala areas where
cocoa is also grown.

NSd .
(@01 omiB5)
(Mr. Hameed)

That is perfectly correct. But who
told you that cocoa grows in;RBibile ?

1962 ef @8 11

2990

— b Bend

o 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qzerras &. (F. 19. Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)"

These notes have been sent to me
by the Director of Agriculture.

HER O

(2@ anifs) Sl

(Mr. Hameed) ikl

Those notes come from the Director
of Agriculture, and the Director of
Agriculture says that cocoa is grown
in Bibile! Does he also tell you
that citrus is grown in the Dumbara
Valley and gotukola on the roof-top
of the Ministry of Agriculture ?

Mr. Chairman, this is disgusting.

Gadz 8. 8, < aG’“@a
(Qzorrey &. F. 9. feovaur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Cocoa is grown in Moneragala.

1O D¢,

(2@ avifs)

(Mr. Hameed)

We are being misinformed and
somebody is trying to get over a
difficulty. I can tell you, Mr. Guna-
sekera who was trained wunder
Dr. Orilano is not doing any work

. on cocoa today ; he is assistant farm

manager at Bibile. The information
given to the Minister is all wrong.

I appeal to the Hon. Minister to call
for a list of these specialist officers.
It is useless just telling me or any-
body else these stories. I have made
this appeal to him earlier. There are
24 people who have been trained
abroad, who have specialized in
various subjects but who are not
doing those special subjects today.
Call for a list and get those men post-
ed at those very points at which they
can make use of their specialized

training and you will be doing a
great service.

g. on. 8.45

I was talking about the only man
who had specialized in the sexing of
chicks who, I say, is now the Private
Secretary to the Hon. Minister of
Labouricand Nationalized Services.
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t3eNBHRDSs
(Sy&@rreeri)
{(The Chairman)

You have already mentioned that.

NS e

(@ awibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Yes, I want to build up on that.
You will find that if you buy chicks
from the Government farms within
a few days they die but if you buy
them from outside they live. What
is the mystery ?

Our egg bill comes to Rs. 5 million
per year. Every year we import eggs
to the wvalue of Rs. 5 million ; per
day we import 74,000 eggs. Let this
Government be able to say, at least,
this, that they have been able to fight
the fowl plague. [Interruption]
We will need much more eggs special-
ly rotten eggs to welcome these
people.

This is a very simple thing. We
are talking of having very big pro-
grammes ; we are talking of even
getting to the moon. Let this
Government have at least one thing
to boast of ; let it be able to say:
“We came into power; we were
there ; we ruled for so many years;
we fought the fowl plague ”’; and this
Government which is so famous for
its foul play in the fowl yard has
failed to fight even the fowl plague.
Why go far? Take a simple thing
like that. Can you say that you have
fought at least the fowl plague
successfully ? Even the cocks and
the hens are laughing at this Govern-
ment today and they are saying:
“ How can this Government look after
a nation of people if they cannot fight
the simple plague that is killing us ”.
That is the position.

Then we come to the next problem
—1I do not know whether it is right
or wrong or whether it is intelligent
or unintelligent—but there is a lot
of talk in this country about various
plants being diseased. I have already
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mentioned that the Dumbara Valley
cocoa is diseased. The Matale ladies’
fingers are diseased. In Galewela
the papaw is diseased. In Bibile the
citrus is diseased. In Kantalai the
sugar cane plants are diseased. In
Nuwara Eliya the potatoes are
diseased. This fact has been spot-
lighted in the papers. Unions had
taken up some of these things, we
have raised it on the Floor of this
House, but up to now nothing seems
to have happened. I wonder whether
the Hon. Minister will accept it as
true or not, but the fact is that the
Matale ladies’ fingers are diseased,
the Galewela papaws are diseased and
the Kantalai sugar cane are diseased.
At least, some of them have the virus
disease. I am only looking at it from
one angle.

Even before this I have appealed to
the Hon. Minister not to allow all
kinds of plants to be brought into this
country. You have the old fumigato-
rium system. That is out of date and
out of place. To tell the people that
in this country today you test
whether a plant is diseased or not
with the help of the fumigatorium
system would be a standard joke in
the twentieth century because it is
no more used in any country. There
is a Plant Protection Ordinance. The
Hon. Minister must see that every
man is not allowed to bring plants to
this country according to his whims
and fancies.

You have got two agricultural
instructors at the harbour. They
just look at the plant and say “ this is
free” and pass it. Can you and I
take a cocoa plant from here to
England and get it passed like that?
It would be taken to the Kew
Gardens and it will be sent to the
Green House and perhaps after two
vears they might issue a certificate
saying that it is free of disease.
What is happening today ? You do
not even have an agricultural
instructor at the airport. Why do
you hot have an agricultural instruct-
or at the airport ? Why do you not
make these regulations more strict
and not allow plants to be brought
into this country at random ?
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o 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzarres &, 1F. 19 Roveurr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

These diseases had been brought
long, long ago. The citrus disease, the
cocoa disease and the potato disease
were there long before 1956. The hon.
Member for Welimada said that the
potato disease was there.

R e

(@ ol s)

(Mr. Hameed)

Let us take stock of the whole situa-
tion. Why is this whole department
today in such a mess ? We will get to
the root cause.

Earlier, we had the Central Board
of Agriculture where the Director of
Agriculture was the Chairman. Then
you had leading planters, men who
knew agriculture. They met, discuss-
ed various problems and alerted the
Government to various issues pertain-
ing to agriculture. It is true that the
Central Board of Agriculture lacked
one thing, and that was that it did
not give representation to the pea-
sants. But what has happened ? I
would like to ask the Hon. Minister
whether during the last few years
the Central Board of Agriculture has
functioned and how many meetings
have been held.

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzorre &. (F. 19. Reveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I would like to tell the hon. Member
that it is meeting on the 22nd of
this month.

»HBD Oca.

(2@ api8s)

(Mr. Hameed)

In the olden days the practice was
that the deliberations and discussions
of the Central Board of Agriculture
were reported in the “ Tropical Agri-
culturist ”. Do you follow the same
procedure now ? Earlier we had the
Central Board of Agriculture. They
were men of experience. They met
and discussed every problem in de-
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tail. Whenever they found that there
was some disease or virus, they alert-
ed the country, cautioned the Govern-
ment and called upon them to act.
Today you have no Central Board' of
Agriculture, Where is this Central
Board of Agriculture today ? Just
now perhaps you have a few people
who meet over a cup of tea, say
“How do you do?” and vanish. I
appeal to the Hon. Minister to read
a few copies of the “Tropical Agri-
culturist ”—the issues of 1947, 1948,
1949, etc.—and find out how they
tackled the situation and what advice
they gave the Government. ' This
whole mess which exists today can
be explained by the absence of an
organization which could give solid
advice on these matters. You have
now to depend on your directors.
There is no organization which could
alert the country.

o 8 8. ¢ 8>
(Qzorrar &. (. 19 Qevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

There was very good action taken
to stop the citrus disease in Bibile.
The then M. P. for Buttala was sent
to Australia by the then Government
to study the citrus disease. I mention
this to show that these diseases did
not start here after 1956, as the hon.
Member suggested.

N OcH.

(B@L api8g)

(Mr. Hameed)

I know that. I will come to it.

C&!é{ 8. 8. < :‘Be"@a
(Caorrar &. (. 9. Keveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I just mentioned it to show that
this disease was active and considered
so dangerous at that time that the
M. P. was sent to Australia to study
the disease and perhaps even bring
an expert from there.

NS Oca.

(@ anifs)
(Mr. Hameed)

I will tell you what happened.
During the time of the U. N. p.
Government they got an expert down
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from Japan. He studied the citrus
disease and made a report, which was
issued as a Sessional Paper and which
the Hon. Minister has not read. That
is not my mistake. Let us not get over
the situation in this way by saying
that the disease was there earlier, it
is there now and, therefore, it will
be there in the future. If that is your
level of argument, there is nothing
to be said for it.

aé& B. 8. ¢ BT

(Qzerrey &. 1F. 19 Hovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I explained earlier what action had
been taken on the advice of the
specialist.

0D D

(2@t awibs)
(Mr. Hameed)
No action has been taken.

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qsorrey &. 1. 19 Pevaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I would advise the hon. Member to
drop in at the laboratory at Pera-
deniya where they are planting a
new set of seedlings.

»HOD Oca.

(@r anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

I know what is happening in the
laboratory.

I wish to say that there was a re-
port with regard to the citrus disease.
It was issued as a Sessional Paper.
Very valuable suggestions were
made in it. If that report had been
implemented we will not be facing
half the problems we are facing
today.

o& 8. 8. & B8
(Qaorrey &. (7. 19. Aevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It is being completely
mented.

imple-

Bewids 9578 OedVC®H

2996

— e D
6‘9@@ @ca.

(2@ apibs)

{Mr. Hameed)

I would like to make a request to
the Hon. Minister to do another
thing. For God’s sake, call for all
the reports that have been submitted
to you by various experts on various
subjects. There have been a number
of allied subjects in regard to which
a number of experts have come and
a number of reports have been made.
Please call for those reports. If they
have valuable suggestions, please
implement them, instead of allowing
them to idle and later saying,
“These things were there earlier,
they are there now, and they will be
there in the future”. That does not
solve the problem.

aé & 8. ¢ BEd

(Qsorres &. 1F. 9. Hveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I will tell him about the citrus
disease. The report has been fully
implemented from 1957 onwards.

NS dcw.

(2@ anibs)
(Mr. Hameed)
Which report?

g. . 9.0

ab & 8. ¢ 8T
(Qsorray &. (7. 9. Beveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The report on the citrus disease in
Bibile. It has been fully imple-
menfed. I can say that, from 1957
onwards, it has been faithfully fol-
lowed. As I said earlier, it takes
some time. A new set of seedlings
has been planted, raised, and is
being watched till it grows and
bears fruit. It takes several years
for a seedling to mature and bear
fruit. You have got to wait that
time.

NSD e,

(2@u anibs)
(Mr. Hameed)
How many years ?
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od 8 8. ¢ 8T
(Qaorrey &. (7. 9. Revaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

From 1957, it is flve years now. It
will take a few more years. It takes
some time for a plant to grow from
new seed obtained, and when it
matures, to take the bud from those
trees and start grafting.

»8D .

(B@L avils)

(Mr. Hameed)

Will you give us an assurance
that the Bibile citrus will be com-
pletely free of disease ?

o& 8 8 ¢ &CE
(Qsorrey &. (F. 19 Kevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is something which no reason-
able human being could give. I can,
however, say that the expert advice
has been followed from 1957 on-
wards. I am not blaming anybody.
It is the disease that killed the
citrus. The disease, as I said earlier,
is called aphis citricidia.

NS .

(2@ onifs)

(Mr. Hameed)

You say the report has been im-
plemented, but you do not give the
results.

oné 8. &. ¢ 8CD
(Qzorrer &. (F. 19 Bevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I cannot give a guarantee. That is
what I said.

»n3D Dca.

(B@L opifs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Then, what about cocoa in the
Dumbara Valley, as I said earlier,
and papaw at Ganewela ? I would
appeal to the Hon. Minister to look
into these. However much we talk of
being an industrial country, the first
thing we must do is to put ourselves
right as an agricultural country. If
we are sound as an agricultural
country, then we can forge ghedd;
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but if we lose the little we have, if
our agriculture is also to be doomed,
then there is no salvation for the
country.

Then the next point is village ex-
pansion schemes. That is a fairly big
problem because the Hon. Minister
has village expansion schemes and
colonization schemes. Now, Sir, what
happens in these village expansion
schemes ? People are given a quarter
of an acre of land, and in some places
half an acre, and they are told to
settle down there. They are not given
a house, they are not given a hut,
they are not given a red cent, and
they are told “we have given you
land, you can go and settle down .
Some are given Rs. 75 to put up a
temporary hut.

I have, in my electorate, people who
have been given a quarter of an acre
of land, but who have not been given
the Rs. 75, as promised, to put up the
huts. This is not peculiar to the Aku-
rana electorate, it is happening every-
where. You cannot call these village
expansion schemes! This is really
the expansion of the villager’s prob-
lem, because you take a man, give
him a quarter of an acre of land or
half an acre of land which is not very
cultivable either—you do not give
him a hut, you do not give him a
red cent—but you plant him there
and look happy and say we have
given you land.

The Hon. Minister’s policy is that.
If it is a large scheme, where we
have more than 2,000 people, the
Hon. Minister gives them permanent
houses. But mind you, that is to peo-
ple who are given roughly about four
or five acres of land. You give a man
a quarter or half an acre of land and
how much money do you give him ?
You give him Rs. 1,000 as a subsidy
and ask him to put up a house accord-
Ing to a set, type plan. Could 2 poor
man, a poor villager, who leaves his
village to get a quarter or half an
acre of land somewhere else—

oS 8. 8. ¢ 8,
(Qserra; . (. 9. Sveur )
(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)
How far away ?
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HTD ¢,

(B@L avibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

May be a mile away. Let us say in
the very village where he lives. The
very fact that he does not own an
inch of land only entitles him to that
qguarter or half an acre of land, and
then you give him Rs. 1,000 and ask
him to build a house according to a
set, type plan. Is this possible ? Could
a poor man build a house with
Rs. 1,000 ?

a& 8 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzsorras &. (S. 19 fveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

There are a large number of
peasants all over the country who
have built houses on that basis. I do
not think the peasants are as dishear-
tened as the hon. Member.®w & G5
®wd cutd D HEHN.

nER Dean.
(2@ apifs)
(Mr. Hameed)
emnes ¢ ?

o 8. 8 ¢ BED

(Ozarrey 8. (T 19 Rovour)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

® DO BT CHwD CMONRIC.

8. 98. e DS Ocw.
(. . orib. GITCF ST )
(Mr. D. M. Gunasekere)
BIEE DB

o 8. 8 ¢ 8D

(@56‘1‘?’5‘@1; 2. 9. 19 @éﬂﬁnﬂ')

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

¥ s DooemB, 8wl HRD
cemD. 3 ceryerm emmBO 651
608, 388 DY ®.

nOD e

(2@ aoibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

You give Rs. 1,000 and say that
there are lots of people who have
built houses. Through experience I
can say that, if you settle one hundred
people with Rs. 1,000, only ten
people will put up houses with that
subsidy.

Bewidy Y5 Ve DE®

3000

— b 8t

o& & 8. < BC
(Qworrey &. 1F. 19. Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I think the hon. Member must have
got hold, particularly, of inactive
settlers. At least there are about 95
per cent. of them who have built
houses all over the country.

»HOD O,

(@ anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

I ask you to look into your figures
and then you will know the position.

All right, Sir, you give only
Rs. 1,000. Out of that why cannot you
give at least one instalment in
advance ? As it is, they have to put
up the houses and once they have
reached a certain stage they are paid
an instalment, and when they get to
another stage they are paid another
instalment. It is a very simple thing.
You can give them Rs. 100 in advance
so that they may start work on the
house.

You say that 95 per cent. of the
settlers to whom land has been given,
have put up houses. I take it to be a
lie. I do not agree with you. It is a
lie. I will tell you more about it. How
can a poor man who does not have
a job, who has to fight for his daily
bread, who has a family to feed, be
expected to devote his full time on
this work ? In my electorate there
are a large number of places where
people have been settled but most of
them have not been able to put up
houses.

I will make a request. There are
certain rural development societies
that are prepared to put up houses
provided you give or take up all the
houses at one and the same time.

BWNB RSy
(<&@ rrFeri)
(The Chairman)

The hon. Member has taken over
three-quarters of an hour already.
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»n8d e,

(2@U anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

I have a few more things to say.

In fairness, Sir, you must allow me to
go on.

There are certain rural develop-
ment societies, co-operative societies,
which are prepared to take over these
houses.

o& & 8 ¢ 8T
(Qzorrey &. (F. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

If they ask the Government Agent,"

the contract will be given to them ;
we do not give the contract.

HOD Dedm.
(2@ anifs)
(Mr. Hameed)

You still did not understand what
I am trying to tell you : provided all
the houses in that particular area are
taken up at one and the same time.

oG 8. & < 8C
(Qserras &. (9. 19 Sdaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

All the houses that are being built
which the owners are prepared to
give ?

NSD Des.
(@)L gnibs)
(Mr. Hameed)
Yes.

@'Jél g. &. < %GD &

(Qzorreas @. 1. 19 Heveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Application must be made to the
Government Agent of the district
not to me.

»nO ¢,

(@@L avibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

The Hon. Minister has still not
understood what I am trying to tell
him. I am not talking’‘about the

1962 e @8 11

3002
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application. You will understand
that if all these houses are taken up
at one and the same time, it will re-
duce the cost of labour, of production
and various other things.

In the whole of the Kandy Dis-
trict—not only Kandy, Gampola,
Senkadagala, Wattegama, but all
these areas put together—you are
going to take up only about fifty
houses. I represent an electorate
which has a population of about one-
and-a-half lakhs, and your depart-
ment is going to take up only ten
houses, and that too from wvarious
settlements. What I would like to
impress on the Hon. Minister is that
if he wants to settle 40, 50, 60 or 70
people he should then take up the
question of putting up houses for
them at one and the same time,
because this will reduce the cost of
production, and so on. If the Hon.
Minister will give at least the
thousand rupees as he has promised
it is all well and good, but even that
money is not forthcoming. If you
say that we must not ask for more,
the people must be active, and they
must put up the houses well, all
right, but you must provide the
thousand rupees for them. Even that
is not possible for you to do. It is
very unfair by these people to give a
half or a quarter acre of land, settle
them somewhere and just allow them
to go on suffering. This is a problem
that the Hon. Minister must solve.

We have discussed a lot about milk,
we import milk foods, like condensed
milk, and so on, to the value of Rs. 15
million. We should like to know
from the Hon. Minister whether his
department has a breeding pro-
gramme. You will see that there
was a Food Production Act, and you
have got “played out” in respect of
that Act! I will tell you how. That
law was introduced somewhere in
1944, during the period of the last
war for the purpose of increasing
food production. It proved to be a
success and having realized its value
this same law was reintroduced as
the Food Production Act. According
to this Act owners of estates of over
35 acres were asked to do gz certain
amount of food production work, or
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in the alternative, they were asked to
promote, especially, dairies on their
estates. A large number of estates
opened up dairies. They built scien-
tific milk rooms and stepped up the
milk output of this country.

g. en. 9.45

Last year the Food Production Act
was withdrawn on the introduction
of the land tax.

o& 8 8 ¢ &8&Ed;
(Qsorrey &. (S. 19- Saveur )
(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

No!

»HSD e

(@ anifs)
(Mr. Hameed)

Then what happened to it?

oG 8 8. ¢ 8C
(Qsonray &. 1G. 19 Dovaur)
(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

It is there. Pending the land tax,
it was not enforced. In fact, the hon.
Member for Avissawella drew my
attention to the fact and I enforced
it.

nSD @cs.

(m@U gpiBs)

(Mr. Hameed)

The damage has been done. As
soon as it was announced that the
Food Production Act would be re-
pealed and that the land tax would
take its place, most of the owners
sold their milking cows. So the
damage has been done.

o& 8. 8. ¢ B

(Ozorray &. (F. 19 Sveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Who bought them? Were they

people who will milk them or Kill
them?

Bewldm @78 OedAE®

3004

—znd®m e3end

»HOD e

(@ avibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

You still do not understand why
that provision was made. It was
because estate owners had money
and scientific men available to them.

od & 8. ¢ 8
(Qsorrey &. (F. 19 Gdaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have brought the Act into
force again. They will start breed-
ing again.

»HTR .

(B@L anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

You can go on introducing Acts,
repealing them, introducing them
and repealing them, but the damage
has already been done. The little
planned work that was done to in-
crease the output of milk in this
country has gone by the board. You
should have, as Minister of Agri-
culture, opposed it. You should
never have allowed that because you
know that it will take a long, long,
time for you to repair the damage
done.

As 1 said, what about your breed-
ing programme? You know that
under the United National Party we
had a breeding programme. There
was a short-term programme, and
there was a long-term programme.
One was to cross-breed and the other
was to inbreed. By inbreeding you
evolve indigenous cattle which could
yield, in the long run, not only
good quality milk but also a good
quantity of milk. Have you got a
breeding programme ? You should
have a breeding programme. You
should have cattle for milk, cattle
for meat and cattle for ploughing
purposes. What have you done? You
have no breeding programme ; and
you talk of having condensed milk
factories.

8. 98. @ »é .
(8w 1o, orib. GHoCsrsamT)
(Mr, D. M. Gunasekere)
PENOER oY e Hné—
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»HTR O,

(@ anifs)
{Mr. Hameed)

g8 gmben Eendd wrdes). & @88
6w® @rYm»HDes.

Our grievance is this, that under
the U.N.P. there was a breeding
programme. We accuse this Govern-
ment of seriously disorganising that
programme.

NS RD

(oys@rrseri)
(The Chairman)

You mentioned a word a moment
ago saying that there are some in
front of you. Will you withdraw
that ?

nSd e

(2@ anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

I withdraw it. I heard the speech
of the hon. Member for Bentara-
Elpitiya who blamed the U.N.P. If
there is one party that should feel
sorry when it look at this Govern-
ment’s agricultural policy it is the
UN.P. When the U.N.P. was in
power they had a plan for whatever
they did in the field of agriculture ;
they had a programme and they did
everything in a scientific manner.
Today you have no programme.

S. 8. ey sy Ow. (3o
e Sded JBD S8 wBBe@»m
eC »®.)

(5. A. 9. Qzeararser—CLra@ar s,
& HCeudw
sriflw sifa )

(Mr. T. B. Tennekoon)—Parliamentary

Secretary to the Minister of Transport and
Works)

IBury Efuxfem s B 88
cACH BRem.

DD &FiflGoT LIT T IT (@B LDGST D&
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n® e,

(2@ anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

8o’ me e Bwm D 650cdDB
& BRasyem. DYy rsnsyees G @@
e® el & & 8Bwd. Y 0¥ 6ef G
®erY 65 60 BNAwD P& BLEDT e
e DoE Ve B, Jewsy ded
Bewm g5 Sweecrsem .

A word about the Kantalai sugar
project. I have already told the
Hon. Minister that there is room to
believe that the sugar cane grown
there is diseased. It is up to the
Government to look into it. They
have to carry out experiments and
evolve a strain of sugar cane that
will resist any form of virus, a strain

that will grow well in our soil. So
far there have been no such
experiments.

Then the Hon. Minister must
address himself to the question of the
by-products of sugar. I understand
that in certain countries today they
are making artificial meat from sugar
molasses. Ours is a predominantly
Buddhist country where the people
do not like killing of animals. So it
is well worth looking into this
possibility here.

With regard to fisheries, we are
told that the Government is interested
in deep-sea fishing. Before they
consider deep-sea fishing I would
advise them to take a greater
interest in shallow-water fishing.
The various fisheries experts who
have been here have reported that
there is plenty of fish in the shallow
waters near the shore to be exploited.

One thing that is most essential for
the fishing industry is adequate
cold storage. When there is no
adequate cold storage throughout
the country, when the catch is good
the prices are low and when the catch
is poor the prices are high. With
more cold rooms we can see to it that
there is no sharp fluctuation in the
price of fish, That will help the
fisherman as well as the consumer.
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Sir, I have taken a lot of time but,
whatever I have said, was said in
good spirit. Ceylon is an agricultural
country and however much we may
talk of marching forward and of
progress, if our problems are to be
solved we must put the country on a
sound footing where agriculture is
concerned. So, we appeal to this
Government, this inefficient Govern-
ment, to do something without
talking always of prathigami bala-
wegaya which seems to be your
manthram, which seems to be your
catch-word and every member
speaks of prathigami balawegaya in
the Agricultural Department. But
let me remind this Government that
prathigami balawegaya is nowhere
else but inside this Government.

8. 8. MNCSw 9w (WE®wPI)

(8. G 9. ureglu—adQsrapa)

(Mr. P. B. Balasuriya—Galigomuwa)
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(Mr. Hameed)
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(Mr. Hameed)
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& . 10.1 © 1962 i 5w €A% 6 2
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e Sodaw.

“Fou QUQUrws osPoassts QU
wrs” —[CQsorra) &. F. 1y Qovar] ereutd
QCrréwr fen pCoup i’ L g

Q) pering, 1962, QFlQL_tbur
6 b Gzl MBeopCaippiQupp
solsr  Birer s 5 pa s,
9. v. 10.01 werllé@, 1962, QeLy
Qi 12 b Csh yser
Qe @p. w. 10 wefleyenr
FoOLU 55 dasslOuppE.
Resolved : “That this House do now
adjourn ”—[Hon. C. P. de Silva.]

Adjourned accordingly at
10.01 p.m. until 10.00 a.M. on
Wednesday, September 12, 1962,
pursuant to the Resolutions of the
House of September 6, 1962.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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SBOE By NS
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GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTANCY EXAMINATION,

JuLy, 1961 : PUBLICATION OF RESULTS
9. FOE BRECDELY 5 Ocan.
(e Oed)

(8. ev_rered Dodasrgar—Casr GL)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne—Kotte)
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sermaetey L@ ppBeyOuirer o e pLi
Qerer Q@eruemsun Ieur o Pleaursr ? (25)
1961, =% wWIrEsHe Ul es BLTSSL
ull @, 1961, 9 Qb wrEgsEe Ll srig
Saaflar Cprapsls uflemes wpy eient_fgiih
9GBS g/@m@umn‘m ST STLD G5 G 6T
ﬂﬁu@@e&rm@gs&ru‘@aﬁ@ jaulP s 5 g
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Gor CpQsrereurTm ?

asked the Ministetr of Finance: (a)
Is he aware that the results of
the Government Accountancy
Examination which was held in July,
1961, have not yet been published and
that the delay in the publication of
results has compelled the Treasury
to appoint acting men to fill the
vacancies and that this has resulted
in an unsatisfactory position in
various Government departments ?
(b) Will he explain why there has
been such an undue delay when the
examination was held in July, 1961,
and the interviews of candidates were
completed in December, 1961 ? (c)
Will he take steps to expedite the
publication of results and to fill all
vacancies with permanent men ?

ab 8. 8 ¢ BCD (8eE, 8D,
PR, wC&h&n o IEE Acw 8EAe
GO n t3eNBNCGD)

(Qaorrar &. 9. . Boar—swsesr o,
srenfl, friurser, lardlens, B% e
F(HLL FENLI AP FVauHLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Agriculture, Land, Irrigation, Power and
Finance and Leader of the House)

(¢) ®D. (q0) gwc®&dsF e’ 8®
G PO ey SO0 BoE BEd
380ensT D e 8w @BWE @B ®
B REeRO Dge®® & Senwedd
YBOIC BWD 6 . 6® s e
A0 IO Ve AEEW 2E B350DD
202D BB, (@) A Bw@® yéSeny
6836 B8 ewsy 84800 o 5@
6® Fmwews) 3@ EAw CRA® gwew
o250 O Sy BDA.

(a) Yes. (b) The results of the
examination have not been released
pending a decision on the degree of
proficiency in Sinhala that the candi-
dates should possess to be eligible for
promotion. This matter is now under
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consideration by the Cabinet. (c)
Yes. Whether all the vacancies can
be filled with permanent men will,
however, depend on the number
successful at the Examination.
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PROFESSIONAL TAX FROM AYURVEDIC
PHYSICIANS

10. oed »yesse B&deed »S
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asked the Minister of Finance:
(a) Has he proposed to levy a pro-
fessional tax from the Ayurvedic
doctors ? (b) Is he aware that the °
Ayurvedic doctors in rural areas can-
not afford to pay this tax ? (¢) Will
he take action to exempt all those:
Ayurvedic doctors who do not get a
sufficient income to pay this tax ?

ad 8 8 ¢ 8D

(Qsorrey &. (5. 19 Heveur)

(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

(a) This subject is covered by the
Finance Act, No. 65 of 1961, as
amended by the Finance (Amend-
ment) Act, No. 9 of 1962. From these
Acts it would appear that an Ayur-
vedic physician who has practised his
profession for two years or longer will
have to pay a registration fee only if
the income from his profession is not"
less than Rs. 3,600 per annum or his
net wealth is not less than Rs. 5,000
but is less than Rs. 10,000. (b) ‘No.
(c) Please see Answer to (a) above
from which it would appear that
liability to pay a fee for registration
begins only when the Ayurvedic
physician has practised his profession
for two years or longer and only if
the income from his profession is not
less than Rs. 3,600 per annum or his
net wealth is not less than Rs. 5,000
but is less than Rs. 10,000.
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