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GOVERNMENT OF CEYLON

CABINET

[RE-FORMED BY SENATOR THE HoN. S1RiMAVO RATWATTE DIAS BANDARANAIKE,
JUNE, 1964]

Prime Minister and Minister of Defence
& External Affairs and of Information &
Broadcasting

Minister of Land, Irrigation & Power
and Leader of the House

Minister of Justice

Minister of Labour & Housing and Chief
Government Whip

Minister of Agriculture, Food & Fisheries
and Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Defence and External
Affairs

Minister of Cultural Affalrs and Somal
Services

Minister of Public Works ..

Minister of Internal & External Trade
and Supply

Minister of Local Government and Home
Affairs

Minister of Education

Minister of Health

Minister of Communications
Minister of Posts and Telecommunications
Minister of Finance

Minister of Rural and Industrial Develop-
ment

Senator The Hon. SIRIMAVO RATWATTE
Dias BANDARANAIKE

The Hon. CHARLES PERCIVAL DE SiLva, M.P.

Senator The Hon. GiNiGe CyrRIL THAINE
ARTHUR DE SILVA

The Hon. MICHAEL PAUL DE ZOYSA SIRI-
WARDENA, M.P.

The Hon. FELIX REGINALD DiAs BANDARA-
NAIKE, M.P.

The Hon. DoN SAMUEL GOONASEKERA,
M.P.

The Hon. CHOLMONDELEY DE FONSEKA
GOONEWARDENE, M.P.

The Hon. TiKIRT BANDARA ILANGARATNE,
M.P.

Senator The Hon. ALEXANDER PERERA
JAYASURIYA

The Hon. IpAmpPITIYE RALLAGE PUNCHI-
BANDA GuUNATILAKA KALUGALLA, M.P.

The Hon. AL-HAJ BApruppiIN MAHMUD,
M.P.

The Hon. ANI. KuMAR MOONESINGHE, M.P.
The Hon. RicHARD STANLEY PELPOLA, M.P.

The Hon. DR. NANAYAKKARAPATHIRAGE
MARTIN PERERA, M.P.

The Hon. MAITHRIPALA SENANAYEKE, M.P,

PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Health

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Local Government and Home Affairs
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HEAD 1.—HIS EXCELLENCY THE
GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 257,741
Sub-head 1.—Cadre and salaries,

Rs. 245,561

. o 8B oDCEImea® .
(25Y D35Y ESR)

(B eren. Cop. off. Qeddauprisib—arE
Cagargenm)

(Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam—Kanke-
santurai)

I move, “ That the Vote be reduced
by Rs. 10 in.respect of sub-head I,

item ¢ His Excellency the Governor-
GGeneral.” ”
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I want to inquire from the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min-
ister of Defence and External Affairs
or from the Hon. Prime Minister
whether the Governor-General has
been appointed for a fixed period and
what the terms and conditions of his
appointment are, and if he has been
appointed for a fixed period what that
period is.

8. 8. @8 92ndlAm» w. (gdeden
e8¢ @)

(B 1. & yi. @Gewergar—ydfler
eul) ’

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

What has the Government to say
on the questions raised by the hon.
Member for Kankesanturai ? Has the
Governor-General’s administrative
work been successful ? Is there any
use in having a Governor-General ?
We would like to know the views of
the Government on this matter. Is
there anybody who can speak for the
Government on this matter ? Is the

period of the Governor-General going
to be extended ?

I am told that he is disturbed at

various times in the morning and at
night.

&, So¥ome . (Dfey ®®)
(Bm. @. ri@uss—asCsaw)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake—Wattegama)
He must be paid overtime.

8. 8. 8. 9d¥m» .

(8. . &. gy, (& it e )

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

He is not a person who is in good
health. The Government must have
some consideration for his health.

200D wOSwemd ow. (Y
8on3)

( 5.
amor)

_(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody—Bulath-
sinhala)

I am told, Sir, that His Excellency
the Governor-General is in a dis-

turbed state of mind. Who are these

oTiiivgy  &r&EQSTY —1jor 56 m

—ndm 6ed

people who disturb him at various
hours and what is the reason or cause
for such disturbance ? If a person in
the position of the Governor-General
is in such a troubled state, I do not
know how the rest of the country can
escape it. I think it is a relevant
question whether the period of the
Governor-General is to be extended
or not. It is also important to know
what the attitude of this Government
is in regard to the Governor-General
and these institutions that have come
down from colonial times. I trust
that we shall have some answer to
these questions from the new
Ministers.

HnBe IDED. coznem (mdG)
(srff L lely. ss@uds—are)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)

I should like to raise a question in
regard to the office of the Governor-
General. I hope that the work in the
office of the Governor-General is
being carried out expeditiously and
speedily. I have to bring to the notice
of the Government the fact that the
report of the Assassination Commis-
sion was handed over +to the
Governor-General on the 1st of May.
It has not yet been released. I wonder
whether the office of the Governor-
General is sleeping over its work ?

. &%Y 51 Dcs.

(8 a. rgeuss)

(Mr. A. Ratrayake)

I have often seen His Excellency
the Governor-General at the pictures.

He seems to be in excellent health.
He is in excellent health.

I think a Governor-General is
normally appointed for five years. I
do not know whether it is so in this
particular case. So far as we are
concerned, His Excellency the
Governor-General is as efficient as,
if not more efficient than, any other
Governor-General has been. It
cannot be helped if people disturb
him in the night. Surely, if somebody
disturbs him at 2 A.m. in the morning,

jt is not the Governor-General who
is to blame for it.
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With regard to the office itself, I
must say that it is a matter for the
Select Committee. I do not know
whether the Select Committee is
functioning or has ceased to function
after the last Prorogation. We have
not seen its report yet. I personally
think—I am not a member of the
Select Committee—that some day we
should have an elected head of State
who will be able to uphold the
Constitution and who will represent
the will of the people. Ministers may
come and go, Prime Ministers may
come and go, but the Governor-
General or President—whatever
name you may assign to him—must
be a person elected by the people and
in charge of the function of upholding
the Constitution, because there are
dangers to the Constitution.

0 O3 RDSewn

(Qsorres omssFeur greur)
(An hon. Member)
Which constitution ?

&, Sn¥ 5Nk Q.

(B o rEH@uESs)

(Mr. A. Ratnayake)

Any constitution. You may, per-
haps, change the present Constitution
and have another, but the institution
of Governor-General or President
—or whatever it may be—should be
held by an elected person. Person-
ally, I think it should be done after
the present gentleman ceases to
function.

So far as the present holder of the
office is concerned, we are quite
satisfied with him. He is doing an
excellent job. He moves very freely
with all classes of persons. I do not
know whether he interferes in
politics and with political parties. So
far he has been strictly impartial and
just.

oxY, 3. 8. HESW » Ow. (D EOD)
(8w Cs. erib. (F. rrogr ar—Geelivani_)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna—Welimada)
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od pnda Y. 8. cuedd (8@
K@)

(Caerres soorblG erer. erd. QuUCrrr—
rnﬁ?r@ g;smméawf}

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera—Minister
of Finance)

A number of questions have been
asked. First of all may I point out
that we are strictly not entitled to
discuss the salary of His Excellency
the Gover~~—-Genreral. It is fixed by
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[06 @ndn dxf. ©8. eaeds]

the Constitution and this House is
not competent to discuss the ques-
tion. In the past we have certainly
allowed certain questions heing
asked, but whea you ask me now
whether I have the power to change
his salary, all that I can say is I aave
not the power to do so under the
Constitution. If the Governor-
General on his own oifers to reduce
the salary, that is a different matter.

With regard to the question of his
health, I agree with the hon. Member
for Wattegama (Mr. A. Ratnayake).
It is true he was ill some time back
but he is now in excellent heaith. So
far as I know he is quite capable of
going on. He has not shown any
particular weakness. I must say
that he performs his functions fairly
efficiently.

DT D wOlY ormd .

(8. oriiver Fwr&dsry.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

What about the disturbances in
the night ?

ad ale D57, IO, ewedd
(Oserres sowrfG erar. erie. QUGrrmT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M, Perera)

I do not know what kind of
 disturbance he has had in the night
and from which quarter. As a
matter of fact many of us have all
sorts of disturbances in the night
of one type or another. I do not
l_inqw whether the Governor-General
is immune from these disturbances.
I have not heard of any disturbances
he has had from any quarter.

With regard to his period of
service, although under the
Donoughmore Constitution we had
a definite limit as to the period,
under the Soulbury Constitution, if
I remember right, there is no limit
fixed, and the Governor-General
holds office subject to the decision
of the Prime Minister.

— O 3600
&3 oy, 10.15
&, Sy shey .

(8- a- T & @& S )
(Mr. A. Ratrayake)

Pleasure of the Queen.

adL q’s@agcﬁ Dy, D8, eueldl
(Osorras &OTH 5 66T rip. QuGCTTrT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is right. He is appointed by
the Queen, but as we all know,
under the Constitution, the Prime
Minister is the party responsible for
making the recommendation to Her
Majesty with regard to appointment
and removal of a Governor-General.
As far as I know, no definite period
has been fixed for the Governor-
General. I may be wrong; my Te-
collection is there has been no period
fixed as such.

With regard to how the office of
the Governor-General is functioning
and this particular report of the
Assassination Commission, I believe
the Governor-General has got the
report, the matter has been
communicated to the Prime Minister
and it is now under consideration by
her as well as the Cabinet. I have no
doub' that in due course information
will be supplied as to when we are
going to publish that report.

& d. Roa@ Oy - @5 Ow. (8

DB Ce 05Y8)

(8- 2y B 1 SO GT = LDGT— FILILLGT OJE
& B FellT )

(Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon—Appointed
Member)

The question of the period of office
of the Governor-General arose
because at the end of a certain
five-year period the then Prime
Minister wanted an excuse to make
a change.

8. 8. @8 @md¥dm» Ow.

(B 2. G, . Gewarsen )
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

I must say this is an extremely
unsatisfactory state of affairs. The

Hon, Finance Minister told us that
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the question of extension or termi-
nation of service of the Governor-
General is a private arrangement
between the Prime Minister and the
Governor-General. The country can-
not be satisfied with an explanation
of that nature. Could the Government
give us an assurance that as soon as
the Government realizes that his effi-
ciency is going down, that he is no
longer capable of administering this
country or filling the office to which
he has been appointed, the Govern-
ment will terminate his services and
appoint someone who is more effi-
cient ? I have nothing personally
against this nice old gentleman, but
as long as we have a Governor-
General we demand that there be
efficiency too, not merely for decora-
tive purposes at functions. Let the
Government give us an assurance
that if he is not functioning effici-
ently, in view largely of the personal
relationship between the Prime
Minister and the Governor-General
—it is not a satisfactory state of
affairs; we are not living under
feudal conditions today—and if they
do not propose to proclaim a Republic
without any loss of time, they will
think of appointing as Governor-
General a more efficient person.

ad ande dsY. DO, euedd
(Qzerray soorfl@R erer. ertb. QUGTTIT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am sorry I cannot give any such
assurance as the hon. Member for
Avissawella ~wants because he
assumes that the Governor-General
is not performing his functions effi-
ciently. I thought that he was
eminently acceptable ; and so far as
I know, all sections of the people of
this country have welcomed his
appointment. I thought that was an
eminently excellent choice made by
the Hon. Prime Minister. If this
Parliament wants a change, they can
move a substantive Motion. I
remember I myself moved a Motion
on one occasion in respect of the
previous Governor-General. That is
a different matter. But I do not think
it fair to make allegations like this
saying that he is inefficient and so on,
without substantiating what, we -are

—nlm BEnd

saying. Generally we do not in this
House indulge in criticizing the
Governor-General. If the hon. Mem-
bers feel very strongly about it, the
only thing to do is to move a substan-
tive Motion. I am sorry I cannot give
any undertaking of the sort that the
hon. Member for Avissawella wants.

“1 2 R8ecuB 1 2» v w9 wsem
G 257,741 = 8ec ¢ eCA®»uRd gmed
DE @B’ o® gd»e BVuH cE, u:muddm
Sea.

1 2 &8cuB 1 9» D =Cd»w ¢ eFam
eud emlum ™mOwd BIw wwy «wi Bowa
Dém G

2 2% BOOWG—ED cmad’ﬁg—l
Y»6R&Ds Bwe® &. 1,61,250

UT&G@HLILIETh (Ge. 2 —uiflureverr & QFovay
ser—L8 e Baugpes Qaeey, epLr 1,61,250

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—-—‘

Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 161,250 |

“1 2 G8cwd 2 2» s wddma wem
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1 2 B8eud 2 2» Pu uldms ¢ e -
DoeB omlux MO«wd R w9 «& Bewiw
Dé® GE.

T, S 5N e,

(D@ @ rg@uss)
(Mr. A. Ratrayake)

Are you taking up Head 2, Prlme
Minister ?

D BN BN
(&u;rﬂsrrmasrf’)

(Mr. Speaker)
We have not come to that.

Before we proceed further may I
point out to you that I fully agree
with the Hon. Minister of Finance
that the conduct of the Governor-
General cannot be questioned in this
House, and his salary is also provided
under a Special Law under the
Constitution. But unfortunately this
item has appeared in the amendments
toobe moved in Committee.
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0 @ OzY. 8. cwedd
(Qas6r oy ser f G erew GrLb- OuGrrir)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
Which item ?

DN EN DD

(FUTBETLST )

(Mr. Speaker)

The ameniment to Vote 1 of
Head 1. I do not know how it came
to be printed here ; but as long as it
was there I had to allow a certain
amount of discussion on the subject.
That was my position.

2 2 E8w—gnmys
1 2» wlomw—mnEw ©HWAC
cuad ofm EHB wd gHWW Oy,
S 2,38,272
1 2 c¢o 88w —cw O weam
&. 1,28,412

@

sy 2—19T S YDWFEFT
QIT&@LILIGHTLD B)ev. 1.—uesflurerfer oyeneé
@ Cougarapi Gp Ly s@ERD, €6 2,358,272

1.—oar Qi GCariiyip FLBLIGT(PLD
en. 1,28,412

HEAD 2.—PRIME MINISTER

Vote No. 1.—Pe-sonal emoluments and
other ollowances of staff, Rs. 238272 '

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and salaries,
Rs. 128,412

&, &5Y shey Do

(Bm. . 15@WLEs)

(Mr. A. Ratnayake)

sHm 8Ky 6idrnd @ g&8an’
DEBHD

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item °‘Prime
Minister’.”
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(8. eritoer Finr&Gsmg-)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I would like to raise one or two
matters under this Head. Incident-
ally, I have never met this Prime
Minister of ours: I have seen her in
photographs and in the Gallery of this
House and in various other places,
but I have never met her. I suppose
there are so many other hon. Mem-
bers in this House who are in the
same position—not that I am com-
plaining. I have no complaint to
make. Once or twice I sought to
telephone her but that also was not
possible ; you cannot telephone her ;
you can telephone her Private
Secretary.

. Sy snem D

(Bl . TS@WUES)

(Mr. A. Ratnayake)

Get a long distance telephone call.

DDOBYD wdéN omnd .

(8. eriwer FwréCary.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I do not know; I might consult
others who know how to contact her.
That is all I have to say on that parti-
cular aspect of the matter.

Under this Head, firstly I would
like to discuss foreign policy.—
[Interruption]. Are we discussing
foreign policy under this Head ?

ol ande Y. 8. cuwels

(Ozorres sarpE erer. erib. QuGTmn )

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera) '

No. You will have to take it up
under,. the Ministry of External
Affairs.
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RO D 8@l ommd .
(‘@@ GTL_Ln6oT FLor&OETY. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)
Then, travel curbs ?

OG5 @ DBY. DO, cuneds
(Qserrau serfle erer. erw. QuiGrmr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Those are items coming under that

Ministry, and the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary will be here to answer.

D8 B8R V. (cRTED)
(‘@@ GTLD. Qmﬁ‘ﬁf_burf_b—a@dﬁf;q_,j
(Mr. Sivasithamparam—Uduppiddi)

Mr. Speaker, I wish to associate
myself with the views of the hon.
Member for Wattegama (Mr. A. Rat-
nayake), that the Hon. Prime
Minister should take her seat in the
House. I am certain that, if she were
here, on very many occasions she
would have been influenced by the
atmosphere of the House and taken
decisions which would have been of
benefit to the country. To cite one
instance, I am sure that if she had
been in the House on the occasion of
the Debate on the Language of the
Courts Bill and seen how practically
every section of this House, includ-
ing almost every Opposition party,
was anxious to give a position to the
Tamils in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces—rather than have listened
to hearsay evidence of certain Minis-
ters who themselves held different
views—she would have been influ-
enced by the atmosphere.

Not only that; the hon. Second
Member for Colombo Central (Mr.
Keuneman) made certain comments
on the Floor of this House on the
question of travel curbs and certain
action taken by some departmental
officials regarding people going out
of this country. The Hon. Prime
Minister chose to make a statement
in the Senate making a series of
insinuations and attacks on hon.
Members of this House. I would say
it is only right that if she chooses to
make allegations and insinuations
against hon. Members of this House
she should be here toYirake 'those

—ndm @wend

allegations so that we can meet them,
make counter allegations and counter
insinuations and so on.

It is absolutely essential that she
should take her seat in this House.
What is she afraid of ? If she has
held her own, with credit, if I may
say so, at international conferences
and meetings, with other Prime
Ministers, what has she to be afraid
of a few of us shouting here ? It is
very essential that she should take
her place in this House for the better
administration of this country and
the shaping of policy.

I was told that at one time only
one Minister of this House had
access to “ Temple Trees”. I do not
know what the position is today, but
it is very essential that she should
take her seat in this House. If she is
willing, we can give her a seat in the
North through which she can come
uncontested. I think it would be a|
good gesture that she should come
from the North if she is interested. I}
am certainly prepared to give my seat
if she is anxious to come into this
House as a Member. But it is essen-
tial that, if not in this Session, at least
in the next Session she should present
herself as a candidate for the Lower
House. It is very essential for the
administration of this country.

3. DS O . (HEDF)
(Ba5. ofF. BT &G Lb—21 [T ST 6u b pian o)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam—Kayts)
Under this Head relating to the
Prime Minister, I do not know
whether it would be in order if I

raise some questions on the system|
that is obtaining in regard to visas. |

aG @& DuY. DO, cuedd i

(Osorres seorfG erer. erib. Qu@rrr) ”
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

No, no. You can take that up later|

oY, . 8. LHEsHN D Sca.
(8. Cs. erib. (9! T T Ger)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna) |
&S 633‘336.‘55’353@?5, o q;m@lﬁfﬁg
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“That in view of the grave and wide-
spread public dissatisfaction of the
Press Commission that has developed
since it commenced its public sittings on
the 5th of December, 1963, this House
resolves that the appointment of this
Press Commission should be immediately
revoked.”
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eDE NGNS Ocan.
(5. Qe pruais)
(Mr. Chelvanayakam)

I support the view of my hon.

Friend the First Member for
Cotormdon. South Mr. J. R. J aye-
wdrdene) that the Hon. Prime
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Minister should sit in this House.
Whatever fears she may have had at
the commencement of her political
career those fears need not persist in
her mind any more. If she had any
fears about tackling the single Mem-
bers of the Opposition, she has
succeeded now in enticing and bring-
ing into her fold a single leader of the
L. S. S. P. We have here the single
Leader of the Opposition, whom she
had been unsuccessful in tackling so
far. But yet she need not have any
fears about the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, for she has succeeded in
attaching to her fold the leader of
the L. 5 S. P.

8. . 11.15

This House is a place where all
shades of political opinion are repre-
sented. It is in this House that many
political battles take place. There-
fore, she must be here to participate
in all discussions and to reply to all
the criticisms that parties make.
There are some parties in the country
which are not represented in the
Senate. Quite apart from that, the
Senate is a body about whose exis-
tence there is a lot of doubt and she
should not, therefore, hide herself
from attacks by the Opposition. It is
not necessary, as I see it, for her to
face an election although it is the
most creditable thing for her to
stand for election and be an elected
Member of this House. She could
have appointed herself to this House
because there are six Appointed
Members appointed on her advice.
She could have advised the Governor-
General to appoint her to this House.
He could have appointed one of the
Appointed Members in this House to
the Senate to take her place and she
could be seated in the Prime Minis-
ter’s seat in this House.

It is very necessary for her to know
exactly how the people of this coun-
trv feel in certain matters. There are
Members in this House who respect
the feelings of their partv and of their
section in the countrv. Itds:meverdoc
late for her to enter this House in the

—ndm BEnd

fifth year of its existence. I am
strongly of the view that she should
become a Member of this House with-
out any further delay.

o i 1145

Hndes DAED. c»NGD

(sarfE Lieflly. ss@uUss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

weneBpes, godBHoesy e
BBse wdery gmn®sf Sicon B
oz @ ST O MOBB. OWS, EAED
e® @ wmeon GeTRD S8
S BE—

oS é’{faaaac& DxY. 8. eueds
(Qsarre &GV 5 5 GTGT. GTLD. QuGrar)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I would like if this matter is taken
up when the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary is here. He would be here
later in the day.

fpa@:gw RDEL. crzNGD

(sorff L lofly. ss@UESs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I want to raise it under the Vote
of the Prime Minister because in the
speech delivered by the Prime Minis-
ter on 4th August, 1964, in the
Senate she took full responsibility
for this.

ad e Y. DO, ecxseddh
(Qserres serfls erer. ertb. QuGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I agree, but the person who will be
answering would be the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Defence and External Affairs.

8. 8. @8, 9mMmIEI® .
(. . (@, QY. (& QI 6T )
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

If this is a policy matter it can be
raised now.

ad mnde 2u5Y. 8. csedd

(Qsorres sewrps erer. erw. QuGror)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

All T can say is that if they raise
the matter I will not be in a position
to . answer. If they only want to
raise the matter I have no objection.
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@l WDED. cHENWD

(sorflf 1 Lefly. Ss@uss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

This is a policy matter and comes
under the Prime Minister. The
point is under what particular Head
and Vote should this matter be
raised. We have information here that
the Prime Minister has accepted full
responsibility for all the travel curbs
that have been introduced and if we
propose to express our opposition to
her views and her policy we should
do so when discussing her Vote.

oG @nde Y. 8. cueldd
(Qserrar sarfs orer. erb. QuGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

You can discuss it under Head 17,
Minister of Defence and External
Affairs.

fpa@agoﬁ DDE2. SO BN

(sor G L Lofly. sse@wuss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

e® mndens wdAYVewsy o go
qBeHw geadedn 4 D& cwemd
BNEDE BRWE 28 BeA®HD. &
dcosy mméemaw 8O Vewsy @
B8ENEIE Fmanm 650RE® B
2D NS ERWGLY .

DRV D w0 Q.
(8. eriwer FwriQary.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

Cannot we send for the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary ? It is their
business to be here for somebody
must answer for the Prime Minister.
We are not blaming the Finance
Minister, but the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary must be here to answer
because the Hon. Prime Minister in
her capacity as Minister of Defence
and External Affairs is not here.
Under this Vote we have proposed a
cut of Rs. 10 and we propose to
divide on this matter. We have to
get an answer from the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary on that matter.

Gnde WDED. cormNnwm
(so0r /bl 5 L_Lioifluy. SEONIGS )
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

That is right. We have proposed
a cut of Rs. 10 under the Prime
Minister’s Vote.,

—2nde end

o Gada JuY. 8. cuedd
(Qsorrey s & erer. erwh. QuUCTrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

The only reason is this. This is
strictly a matter that comes under
the Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs. Peculiarly enough  the
Prime Minister has got quite a
number of Votes. She is Prime
Minister, then she has got the Minis-
try of Defence and External Affairs
and she is also the Minister of In-
formation and Broadcasting. This
particular matter appertains to the
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs and therefore it would be
more appropriate to discuss it under
that Head. The Hon. Minister of
Agriculture, Food and Fisheries said
that he had some wurgent work
to attend to and that he would be
here at 4 o’clock to take up that
particular item. It is due to start at
4 o’clock under your time table.

VRO D wOs N ormsE Sca.

(8. orier Fwraamy.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

How can we divide on that matter
without an answer ?

0 &l Y. 8. eueddh
(Qserres sevrflG) erer. erib. G?.f_.rG"_rrmr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

All I am saying is this. You can
raise it, I have no objection, but do
not expect me to provide the answer.
That is all I am saying. On the
other matters that have been raised,
I am prepared to answer.

&2l ADED. cvzned

(sar e L liefly. ssEyuss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

On this matter our position is this.
We shall be moving that the Vote be
reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-
head 1, item “Prime Minister ”, for
the reason that she has introduced
on her responsibility certain travel
curbs. That is our position. I am
sure the Minister of Finance or any
other Government spokesman would
be able to give a gist of the argu-
ments that have been urged here to
the Parliamentary Secretary and the
distlission can proceed thereafter.
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GO BD8w e Weg cenIE:

“The formulation of policy in regard
to matters comirg within the purview
of my Ministry devolves on me, and not
on any officials. In carrying out these
policies I want to make it quite clear,
beyond any doubt whatsoever, that no
officials of my Ministry or of a Depart-
ment under my Ministry have taken
action, except on my authority and

instructions. "—[OFFICIAL REPORT, SENATE,-

4th August, 1964 ; Vol. 20, c. 450.]

. P @@ gernd ¢B8 Bog® ¢
@5 DIC Hn@B Beasyerm e wnded & ;
BEuEsY e 650608 F Hwm@de Hwm
60 6wcd® w®ArYVewsy Vo  @OB gowed
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ooy 57 esnedB. ¥ Bwud CO® DaHdwm &
PO w88 Dpens) Awrl o LB, Ved GG
G528, Yol w386 qen B8, I Bug 6@
D6 Bedryem.” [ndh HESW ]

We want to move a cut in the
Prime Minister’s Vote. This is the
Prime Minister’s Vote.

o @mDde Y. DO. euedd
(Qzerras serp G erer. erib. QuGrmr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

You can move a cut under the Ex-
ternal Affairs Vote. It will still be
the Prime Minister’s Vote. You can
do it by all means; I have no
objection.

Hrhlc DELS. NG
(sorfE L lefly. ss@uss)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Some hon. Members say we should
discuss it under this Vete and, others
say that we should discuss: it under

—nd eend

the External Affairs Ministry. This
is a very important question, the
policy coming under the purview of
the Prime Minister.

o ende A3y, 0. cueld
(Qsorras serfs erer. erib. QuiGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

External Affairs also come under
the Prime Minister.

Hnde WDED. cvrmNGD

(srflE L lefly. S5@WLES)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
Let me proceed with my argument.
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ONBDEw cdced Rw BeAHD:

“...I want to make it quite clear,
beyond any doubt whatsoever, that no
officials of my Ministry or of a Depart-

ment under my Ministry have taken

action, except on my authority and
instructiors.”
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e OCwecwsl GOABE® 25 a0
Beansyesy @ meg ?
“ . Where the restrictions really

hurt is that certain groups, which were
quite willing hitherto to have their
loyalty to their motherland undermined,
have found, with a suddenness which
was expected, that a principal agency for
corroding the minds of the people is no
longer available”. [OFFICIAL REPORT,
Senate, 4th August, 1964 ; Vol. 20, c. 449.]
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“ Where restrictions really hurt is that
certair groups .. ”

2040 emntd Cozn zndd 864D
B 96 D68 Mwu® cmg? WYG
den® cewee ? “Certain groups”
65)EdsY B BeRrYer) HOGRB ¢S
@ BR8wes Bewidmmensy ¢»
&5 B NOBD.

“ _have found, with a suddenness
which was expected, that a principal
agency for corroding the minds of the
people is no longer available ”.

& wed wu® dEenehy ) e,
ey 08 ecwm 8¢ e Bo.

« .that a' principal ‘agenecy. for
corroding the minds of the people is no
longer available ”.

asy & ERed Hw NS 9B
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— b BEnd

@® g DNEE o BDw @B goXNSH
B O Dowweds g Odew
o @ 8Rwd B BedB.

“The public may not be aware that
some members of a recent delegation
which wert abroad degraded the good
name of Ceylon and their own self-
respect. One member of this delegation
had solicited the gift of a motor car from
his host in the foreign country.”—[OFFiI-
ciAL REeport, Senate, 4th August, 1964 ;
Vol. 20, c. 446.]
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Mr. Speaker :

This Question has been asked with
private notice. The hon. Member con-
cerned saw me in my Chambers. Will
the Hon. Leader of the House please
reply to it?

The Hon. C. P. de Silva :

At the end of his statement the hon.
Member posed a question. I shall answer
the question. The Cabinet recommended
that a state of Emergency be declared.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake (Dedigama) :
Why ?

The Hon. C. P. de Silva :
I do not know why. I do not know |
whether it has already been declared.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake :

When a state of Emergency is declared
it is always the practice to give the
reasons for the declaration of the
HEmergency.
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The Hon. C. P. de Silva :

That will be done. I am not sure
whether a state of Emergency has already
been declared; I do not know whether
it has been declared, but the correct
procedure will be followed.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake :

I am surprised that the Hon. Leader
of the House says he is not sure, but an
Hon. Minister informed me that it has
been declared.

The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike :
The Cabinet has decided o

This is what the present Finance
Minister said :

“Dr. N. M. Perera :

Please do not treat this matter light-
heartedly. If the Cabinet has recom-
mended it, do you want us to understand
that the Governor-General is going to
refuse to declare it ?

The Hon. C. P. de Silva :
I do not think so.

-Dr. N. M. Perera :

Let us assume, therefore, that a state
of Emergency is going to be declared at
midnight or any time now——

The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike :
Maybe some time now.”

So, Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike
was aware of it.

Dr. N. M. Perera :

First of all, let us get it clear when this
state of Emergency is to be declared—
now or at midnight. Is it to be declared
immediately ? Sir, let us suspend the
Sitting till the Government gives us this
information.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake :

Yes, let us suspend the Sitting till they
give us this information.

Dr. N. M. Perera:

If a state of Emergency is declared,
then I think the Government will be
failing in its duty if it did not communi-
cate it to the House at the earliest
possible opportunity.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake : ‘Ofv
That is the law. ’7]

¥y
Dr. N. M. Perera :

If a state of Emergency has been
declared already, it must be CoOMMUTTE
cated to the House at once.

e mben Hen

— bz E3ENd

Mr. Keuneman :

It must be communicated not after a
Question by private notice but by a
communication from the Governor-
General to yourself, Mr. Speaker.

The Hon. C. P. de Silva :

I am perfectly certain that _the
Governor-General will communicate
with you as soon as it is declared. i b
you have not got a communication
already, it means “not yet”.

Dr. N. M. Perera:

In view of the fact that both sides of
the House seem to have been taken
unawares, the least we could do is to
forget the Debate on Foreign Affairs and
discuss this matter.—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
oth March, 1964 ; Vol. 55, cs. 3472-4.]

It is obvious therefore that though
the Cabinet was unaware, Mr. Felix
R. Dias Bandaranaike was aware that
an Emergency had been declared.
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(5lc5. erib. fea& FibLirib)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

Mr. Chairman, I wish to speak a
few words about the Press Commis-
sion. You will remember, Sir, that
when the terms of reference of this
commission were first published in
the press the Opposition tabled a
resolution in this House that the
commission should be scrapped and
that it should not be permitted to go
on. On that occasion, if indeed that
resolution had been put to a vote in
this House, I have no doubt that not
only the entire Opposition but a very
good section of the Government
Parliamentary Group would have
supported it. But unfortunately
that resolution was not put to the
vote and this House was deprived of
an ooportunity to express its
opinion in very clear terms.

Thereafter the commission started
its sittings and there was a parade
of witnesses before it of a type who
were.out on a witch—hunt against
Qatholics, the minorities and all types
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of people. Unfortunately and much
to our regret the chairman of that
commission permitted evidence of
the type that was given. Such words
as “thuppahi”, “parangi” and
“ Catholic Action” were bandied
about before this commission.

F2E0H@86® ®w.|

I remember on one occasion a
gentleman who was also a Govern-
ment servant described ballroom
dancing as similar to the death dance
of a pair of scorpions before they
cohabit. This types of evidence
was led before the commission and
permitted by the chairman for a long
period of time.

Decent people who were anxious
to place their views before the
commission to end the monopoly of
the press did not go before it. The
Hon. Minister of Finance will recall
that Mr. Leslie Goonewardene, the
hon. Member for Panadura, as the
General Secretary of the L.S.S. P.
publicly refused to go before the
commission and associate himself
with the type of views that were
expressed before the commission.
Decent people like him and decent
- parties like the L. S. S. P. certainly
refused to participate in the sittings
of that commission.

Incidentally, may I remind the
Hon. Minister of Finance once again
that when he and other Opposition
parties in this House had tabled a
resolution expressing their dissatis-
faction with this commission, the
chairman of the commission, while
some witness was giving evidence,
referred to this resolution and
remarked that those Members who
had signed it were all anti-national.
Who were the Members ? The hon.
Leader of the Oppocsition, the hon.
Member for Kankesanturai, the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota, and my
humble self were some of them ; and

we were all described by the
chairman as being anti-national.
The Ceylon Mercantile Union,

when a set of untruths were uttered
about its membership and its office-
bearers before this commission,
wanted permission teo “¢larify the

—ném BEnd

position ; the chairman first refused,
but after a lot of agitation allowed
their representatives to come before
the commission.

¢. en. 12.30

This was the type of sittings that
were being carried on by this
commission. Naturally we were
perturbed, and we, all respectable
Members of this House, tabled a reso-
Jution condemning the activities of
this commission. I repeat that if the
House had not been prorogued and
that resolution had been taken up
for discussion, not only the entire
Opposition but a good section of the
Government Parliamentary Group
would have supported that resolu-
tion. We were deprived of that
opportunity to express our dissatis-
faction with the way this commission
was carrying on its work.

The way in which the chairman of
the commission was trying to get a
job for himself in the process is
something disgraceful. I think it is
the hon. Member for Weligama
(Mr. Montague Jayewickreme) who
told us how this chairman canvassed
for the portfolio of Minister of
Justice. I will not go into that, but
let me say this: when Mr. Metta-
nanda said before the commission
that the appropriate person to be the
chairman of the proposed press
council would be a retired Supreme
Court judge, we all knew who was
throwing the bait and who was
falling for it. Mr. K. D. de Silva
said, “Yes, a fit person to be in
charge of the Press Council would
be a retired Supreme Court Judge.”
But he did not stop at that. When
another gentleman came to give
evidence before the commission he
asked that witness, “ What do you
think of a retired Supreme Court
judge being Chairman of the Press
Council ?”

This type of behaviour is unworthy
of a responsible person. I am sorry
that these things have to be said but
it is necessary that at some stage or
other they should be said.

We are all anxious that the press
monopoly should be ended. No one
is’ happy or satisfied with the way
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the press is being run in this country.
We are all unhappy about that and
anxious that the press monopoly
should be broken, but certainly it
cannot be done by a commission
presided over by Mr. K. D. de Silva.

The commission has proposed a
press council and that news which
is of an anti-naticnal nature should
not be permitted to be published.
Now, Sir, who is to decide what is
anti-national and what is not anti-
national ? Judging by Mr. K. D. de
Silva’s standards, the Hon. Minister
of Finance, the hon., Leader of the
Opposition, the hon. Member for
Kankesanturai and my humble self
are all anti-national. Anything we
say, anything we utter, would be
taboo. That is the type of press that
it is proposed to set up in this
country.

Then the commission has proposed
that anything that would bring the
Government into disrepute should
not be published. I ask the Hon.
Minister of Finance, in all humility,
whether a good part of his Budget
Speech was complimentary of the
Government that was in office for
the last four years. Are not the
Hon. Minister’s remarks about the
seenibola industry which was started
some time ago uncomplimentary and
critical of the Government ? Can it
not be said that the Hon. Minister’s
references are such that they bring
the Government into disrepute ? Is
it, therefore, suggested, on the basis
of the recommendation of the Press
Commission, that such remarks or
statements should not be published ?

I am sorry that the occasion should
have arisen for us to remind the
Hon. Minister of Finance and others
about what they had stated earlier
on the Floor of this House in regard
to these matters. We do so not for

the purpose of throwing it back at.

them or for scoring a debating point.

I appeal to the conscience of the
Hon. Minister. Let him not be a
party to a decision which would
bring into being a Press Council on
the lines recommended by the Press
Commission presided over bypy M.
K. D. de Silva. I am certainm Irant

— 0l tend

positive, that the Hon. Minister will
not permit the creation of a Press
Council like the one proposed. I
would earnestly ask the Cabinet, if
it has already considered the matter.
to reconsider it.

While 'we would give every
support to break the existing mono-
poly of the press in this country, we
cannot support any measure that
would transplant a Government
press in place of a private monopo-
listic press. And if you have any
idea of appointing a Chairman of the
Press Council, for heaven’s sake, let
it not be Mr. K. D. de Silva. That is
one matter on which I would appeal
to the Government. Appoint any-
body but certainly not Mr. K. D. de
Silva.

I would also earnestly appeal to
the Hon. Minister of Finance to give
this matter his most serious con-
sideration and to give us an assur-
ance that no step will be taken by
the Government in regard to the
press before it has given the House
an opportunity to debate the Report
of the Press Commission. The Gov-
ernment should not certainly proceed
with the recommendations of this
Press Commission.

DROBID WS ommd .
(8w ori e FLor&GsTy. )

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

Now that certain matters have
been raised, may I add my own
remarks.

We know the Prime Minister is
not here. But the Hon. Minister of
Finance has indicated that he is
going to reply, on her behalf, to
certain criticisms that have been
made.

The Hon. Minister knows that
there is something called “ Cabinet
responsibility ”. The Hon. Minister
is not here to answer only for his
acts of omission and commission. He
isoresponsible for the actions of the
Government, at least from the day
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that he joined the Government, from
the day that he and his party formed
an alliance with the Government,

and he must answer for them. That
is the position I take up.

It is true that in the Committee
stage, for the sake of convenience,
various Ministers are expected to
answer on behalf of other Ministers,
but there is Cabinet responsibility.
You cannot say, “ The Hon. Minister
in charge of such and such a depart-
ment is not here and we have no
answer.” No less a person than the
-Prime Minister of this country is
being criticized and is being taken to
task for her acts of omission and
commission. You knew that there
was a cut of Rs. 10 on her allowance,
and if that was pressed to a Division
it would amount to a vote of no con-
fidence in her. Are you going to take
up the position that the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister is not here and there is no
answer ? Let them say so, but it is
most unsatisfactory. If they have no
reply let the country know that the
Prime Minister has nobody to deferd
her in this House.

On the question of travel curbs so
much has been said that I do not
want to repeat them. I would only
ask the Hon. Minister of Finance and
the other Ministers what they have
to say on this matter. What is the
purpose this policy is going to serve
in respect of this country and the
Government ? How are the Gov-
ernment, the country and the people
going to be benefited by this dicta-
torial attitude of yours? Are you
going to make this country a prison
house ? It is true that you are most
concerned that the money of this
country should be well and properly
spent, but when opportunities of
travel are granted by foreign coun-
tries without any expense to this
Government and the people, are you
going to lay down the law and say,
“No, you are not to go!” ?

I ask you, how are you going to
discriminate when two her Menibers
of your party had left the country ?

— 20Oz EaEnd

The hon. Member for Panadura (Mr.
Leslie = Goonewardene), General
Secretary of your party, is now out
of the country. We know that no
endorsements had been made on his
passport. Can you give us your
reasons ? We are glad that no
endorsements were made, but you
have no reason to discriminate
against any Member of this House or
any citizen of this country. The hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva), another
important member of your party, has
just returned from abroad. I do not
think any endorsement was made on
his passport. You have no right to
discriminate. You have mnot gone
there to look after yourselves. That
is not what you tell the people. You
tell the people you will hold the
scales evenly.

We understand that very soon a
member of the Hon. Prime Minister’s
family will go out of this country ;
we understand that her daughter is
going abroad. We are waiting to
see whether these travel curbs are
going to affect her, Mr. Finance
Minister.

This state of affairs must not be
tolerated. The Hon. Minister of
Finance is not called upon to answer
for the actions of the Government
before he actually came into it
although he has been answering for
them from 1960. If he seeks to do
that I think he would be getting into
serious difficulties. The country does
not expect that from him. He must
answer for the actions of the Gov-
ernment from the day that he went
there.

I am one of the signatories to the
Motion, along with the Hon. Minister
of Finance, which condemned this
Press Commission. I do not know
whether it is necessary for the Hon.
Minister and his party to go back on
everything they did when they were
on this side of the House. It is true
we have discussed these matters, and
that they have changed their views
on certain matters and joined the
Government. But I ask you, is it
riecessary for you to change your
views on everything, to go back on
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everything ? You have said, when
you were on this side of the House,
that the question of breaking up the
monopolies is important. But there
is something that is called freedom
of expression. It is true that in
these countries, in capitalist coun-
tries, the press belongs to big capi-
talist concerns ; but under cover of
breaking up monopolies you should
not destroy the freedom of expres-
sion of the people of this country. I
belong to a party that is severely
critical of this Government and will
continue to criticize them, but we
want the people to know what we in
this House say about you. This
House is a platform from which we
speak to the people and you dare not
and shall not prevent people from
knowing what we have to say.

I was greatly perturbed that soon
after the Coalition Government was
formed one of the first things that
the secretary of my former party,
the present party of theirs, Mr.
Leslie Goonewardene, the hon. Mem-
ber for Panadura, proposed in the
Government Parliamentary Group
was that the speeches of hon.
Members of the House should be
curtailed and that Standing Orders
should be amended for that purpose.
Of course, we have been quite aware
of the need to organize Debates for
ourselves, by our own selves,
because we are the people who will
suffer if we do not organize the
Debates in this House. But, under
cover of organizing Debates, under
cover of not wasting time, you were
trying to curtail the freedom of
speech of the hon. Members of this
House. And that came from no less
a person than the secretary of his
party. That was a most alarming
situation.

And what is the set-up that is
trying to curtail our speeches and
curb the press? We know that
more than half the period of the
S. L. F. P. Government has been a
period of dictatorship, of emergency
rule. That is what we said and that
is what the Hon. Minister of Finance
said when he was on this side of the
House. Emergency rule is dictator-
ship. What for? Undérieovier ogf
dealing with a particular’ situation

— 0l BEnd

we had for nearly two years a dicta-
torship. All our democratic rights
were curtailed and a censorship was
imposed on the freedom of speech.
Whenever a strike situation arose
there was a censorship and nobody
knew what was happening because
news was blacked out. It is true we
do not yet have a draft Bill on press
control, and the Hon. Minister of
Finance will quite naturally get up
and ask: “ What are you talking ?
There is no draft’. No, Sir, the
draft stage will come soon. We must
know what he has to say because he
had some positive views with regard
to this matter when he was on this
side of the House. He cannot be
silent on these matters. Let him
speak and tell the country.

g. &, 12.45

This is not the way to break up
monopolies. Breaking up monopo-
lies is only one aspect of the matter ;
but destroying the liberty of the
people;, the right to criticize, is
another ; and that should not be
touched. Perhaps, you may succeed
with your majority ; but that is not
going to help you in the long run.
That is all I have to say.

I demand, if not from the Hon.
Minister of Finance—all these
remarks are not addressed to the
Hon. Minister of Finance alone ;
there are a number of other Minis-
ters present—at least even from any -
one of the Ministers here, a reply on
this matter. You must defend your
actions. Are you prepared to defend
the actions of the Prime
Minister of this country ? You have
said that although she is there that
does not prevent Parliament func-
tioning. If that is so, you are bound
to answer ; you have to get up and
answer. There is something called
Cabinet responsibility. You dare not
say that the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary concerned is not here.

cedemnbe 28, 8. 8. »iE (®&e
CER PBTIH OBF5)

(Qu_r&L_j erib. . Grib. 56ﬁ°6'1}—@&r1r@.-d:g
G5 ApSTIpD 9y & Geuir )

(Dr. M. C. M. Kaleel—Third Colombo
Central)

| Mi” Chairman, I wish to support
the protests that have already been
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made by various hon. Members
against the manner in which travel
curbs have been introduced in this
country at the present moment. I do
not say that the Hon. Prime Minister
who is also - the Minister of
Defence and External Affairs has no
right whatsoever to impose curbs on
travel by the people of this country
or to place any restrictions thereon.
As the Minister for external affairs
and as the Prime Minister of this
country, she has the right to issue
passports, visas and so on, and to
use her discretion in this matter. If
there is any kind of travel that is go-
ing to endanger the freedom of this
country or result in the draining away
of our external assets, then she is cer-
tainly entitled to make use of her
powers to impose travel curbs. But
the manner in which travel curbs
have been introduced—in cases which
involve no drain on our external as-
sets, in cases where people of this
country who want to travel are
offered their expenses by the coun-
tries they want to visit—must be con-
demned in no uncertain terms.

I do not want to repeat arguments
already placed before the House, but
I want to say that travel curbs have
been placed not only on people of this
country who want to go abroad but
also on people of other countries who
want to come here for various reasons.
I should like to mention one such
case.

It is the case of an Indian citizen,
a lady who had been in Ceylon prac-
tically all her life. The lady, Mrs.
Pillai, had been a teacher at Zahira
College and principal of Ramana-
than College, Jaffna. Her husband,
Mr. N. P. Pillai, had also been a tea-
cher here. Mr. Pillai, who had been
drawing a pension in this country,
died a couple of years back. Mrs.
Pillai, who is also drawing a pension,
applied to come to Ceylon because
she wanted to go to Kataragama on
the anniversary of her husband’s
death. She is a pious Hindu. Her
application for a visa was made to the
High Commissioner in Madras. The
reply that she got reads thus:

—ro HEnd

“ With regard to your application for
a visa dated 30.3.64, it is regretted that
a visa cannot be granted to you. Your
passport in returned herewith.

(S5gd.) o
-Secretary.”

The lady has sent me copies of the
letters, and I shall be glad to show
them to the Hon. Minister.

This lady has not been given any
reason why she is not allowed to come
to this country where she spent the
major portion of her useful life. She
had been a teacher here for about
30 years, and her husband, too, had
been a teacher here. She tried to find
out why she had been refused a visa,
and this is the letter she got:

“With reference to your letter dated
5th April, 1964, I have the honour to
inform you that your application for a
visa to Ceylon was given the fullest
consideration and it is regretted that the
decision cannot be varied.”

This letter, too, does not say why
she was not allowed to come here. I
investigated this matter myself and
was told that she was probably re-
fused a visa because she has not the
necessary finance for her wvisit to
this country. The lady says that she
is prepared to bring any amount of
money. She has a bank account.
The Indian Government, however,
has placed a limit on the amount of
money she can take to Ceylon. The
Ceylon Government’s position is that
that amount is not enough. This rea-
son was not given to the lady herseli,
but it is what I heard from officers
here. The conditions laid down are:
for each day of stay in Ceylon, if she
has any relations in this country,
Rs. 10 ; if she has no relations, the
amount is Rs. 25. If she has any busi-
ness connections in this country, it
is Rs. 75 for each day.

I can understand a business man
coming here and trying to make
money. In that case a large sum of
money may be asked for. But here
is a person who has a relation and
who may, perhaps, be staying with a
relation. This lady has a number of
people in this country who are her
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pupils. A large number of her friends
are here. Perhaps the Minister of
Health is also known to her. But she
is refused this little privilege of com-
ing to Ceylon to visit Kataragama on
the anniversary of her husband’s
death and go back. This is the arbi-
trary manner in which the officials of
this department are acting. No won-
der there is tremendous prejudice in
India against the people of this coun-
try. That is how the officers of this
department have ruined the good
feelings between India and Ceylon
with regard to the question of accept-
ing the large number of estate
workers in this country as citizens of
India.

When India says that these people
are not her citizens, she knows very
well that she is not honest about it.
Indians have been coming to this
country in groups from time imme-
morial. They have been coming here,
working here and going back as
Indians to their own country after
earning their living and having spent
a number of years here.

Why has the Indian Government
taken this attitude especially when
they repeatedly say that they are so
concerned about Ceylon, the younger
brother or sister—I do not know
which—of India? They are very
angry and anxious about the attitude
that the officials in Ceylon are taking.
Responsible Indians are treated in
such a cavalier fashion that they have
no freedom to travel. They are
treated in such a way that they go
back to India with tremendous pre-
judice, perhaps, with the exception of
the late Mr. Nehru who always had
great love for this country. Most of
the others go away with tremendous
prejudice against this country. As long
as we keep on creating obstacles and
making things more and more diffi-
cult for the people in India to visit
Ceylon and for those in Ceylon to go
to India, they are going to remain as
adamant as before, and our Prime
Minister will find it difficult, when she
goes to India to discuss matters con-
cerning the stateless and other Indian
citizens who are now in, Cevlon, to

—ndm s3end

get India to agree to take back those
people who are waiting to go back to
India.

The previous High Commissioners
—I do not know about the present
Indian High Commissioner—always
asked these people to prove first that
they were Indians. This is some-
thing that everybody knows. Some
of these Indians who wish to go back
are unable to do so because they
cannot prove that they are Indians
first. In the same manner they
cannot prove that they are Ceylonese
when Ceylon wants them to prove
that they are Ceylonese when some
of them apply for Ceylon citizenship.
So it becomes an almost impossible
task. I wish to ask the Government
of this country to look at these
matters, especially the question of
travel curbs, in a more reasonable
manner.,

I know of another case where a
Ceylon citizen, a boy, went to India
with his uncle on a pilgrimage for
Muslims. A large number of them
go every year to various places.
The uncle of this boy died in India
and the boy was stranded. He found
employment in a place in Madras.
He has been employed there for the
last 10 or 15 years or more. When
the relations of that boy in Ceylon
were asked to clear out of Ceylon
because they were Indian citizens and
their visas were not extended, they
went there and said, “ You are a
Ceylonese, you have no right to have
employment in this country, you get
away ”, and asked ‘him to go away.
So the mother and the relations came
to me. They had first of all applied
to the Ceylon office there to get him
a visa to come to Ceylon, but it had
been refused. 'When they came to
me, I found that this boy had been
writing letters for 15 years and the
heap of letters was with the mother.
The mother had repeatedly visited
this boy.

I usually do not go to Ministers for
favours but in this case I felt sorry
for the mother because she was in
tears as she was unable to get down
her son. I took this mother with all
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the letters, birth certificates and
various other things to the officer
concerned in the Immigration and
Emigration Department—I think it
was Mr. Jayasinghe who was there—
and placed the whole matter before
him. He said he would go through
the whole matter, but has put the
matter aside. For the last so many
months—I think it is well over a
year—nothing has been done. What
is happening ? This poor woman
cannot allow her son to starve
because of our rules and regula-
tions. She is now managing to
send monev to India to her son
through some underground method
and it is costing her Rs. 30 for every
Rs. 10 she sends. Because of your
regulations is she going to allow her
son to starve and die in that
country ? Surely, they must have
some commonsense, some sympathy,
some human feeling for individual
cases like this. That is why Nehru
always said, “This is a human
problem ; it must be tackled in a
human manner ”. But the officers in
Ceylon are treating it in a wvery
inhuman, of hand and cruel manner
with the result that the bigger
problems are unable to be solved
because of these little things. These
small things should be treated in a
human manner.

I want the Minister to take
particular trouble over this matter.
The Prime Minister should be
requested to treat this in a human
manner and not to allow anyone to
treat people of standing in this
cavalier fashion. They say, “ You
cannot go to our country” and
people in this country are told, “ No,
you cannot go outside”. What are
we coming to? I am reminded of

one Minister—it is becoming a real
kukul kooduwa ! Anybody inside

the kooduwa is unable to get out and
nobody can come into the kookuwa.
I hope the Minister will look into
this matter. Also every Minister
should be made responsible to
answer for the Governtiént

—nSe @end
g. oo 1
CA N 1) [OF
( aqu TIT&F QT )
(The Chairman)

The Sitting is supended till 2 p.v.
On resumption, the hon. Member for
Nattandiya (Sir Albert F. Peries),
a Member of the Chairmen’s Panel,
will take the Chair.
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(Qasaor e FLber] @mrau,%lgﬁm-—g{;raffm;r&iaﬁ
&1 PGl yessi)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene—Minister of Public Works)

You did not allow the Soviet
soccer team to come here when you
were in power.

. &5¥ s @cs.
D @. TH@UES)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake)

That was about 10 or 15 years ago.
You have changed ; I have changed.
You are now following the middle
way. Why are you talking about
things that happened in ancient
times ? Those things happened in
pre-historic times !

LR D wdlormeE .
(8. eriiwer Finr&Qsry.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)
In 1917!

J. &5 sne® D,

(Pw. @ rheuss)

(Mr. A. Ratnayake)

eme ALY €@wd gew CDEY
864iRw HR DEHN.

&8 Aced BSw »® ® SRed
D5V WTVHIN O  WEYer B
BB ¢ DNwsd » BeAsY 6B

8. 8. & c»OY Pw. (&c cned
8cd® ¥BYE)

(B & o8 9. Gaarwer—OsrepoL
WwGE GQredrL_mih oyEssSar)

(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Second
Colombo Central)

I am very sorry that there should
be a complete boycott of this Com-
mittee by all the S. L. F. P. Ministers
when a major question affecting the
policy of the Government is being

— 0l Bend

discussed in relation to the Ministry
of Defence and External Affairs. I
should like to contribute to this
Debate only if I can be assured that
there will be a Ministerial reply to
what I have to say. I do not know
whether the Hon. Minister of
Finance or the Hon. Minister of
Public Works will reply to the
points which I raise. I see the Hon.
Minister of Public Works shaking
his head, and I have been informed
—I was not present this morning
because I did not anticipate that this
matter would come up—that the
Hon. Minister of Finance had said
that the question of curbs on travel
abroad was not a matter which con-
cerned him and that the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of
Defence and External Affairs will
answer.

This is really a rather extra-
ordinary position. Are we to under-
stand that the Government does not
have one policy on this question ?
Are we to understand that there are
different policies ? This is precisely
one of the things we would like to
know.

I am not going to refer to any
other question than the question of
travel curbs raised by the hon.
Member for Galle. A number of
references have been made by pre-
vious speakers to certain remarks
made by the Hon. Prime Minister in
the Senate concerning my wife and
myself. I shall deal with that at the
appropriate time. I refrained from
mentioning this matter at all when I
spoke on this question in the Throne
Speech Debate because I did not
think that any matter which even
indirectly concerned me and my
wife was a matter worth bringing to
the notice of Parliament. I am much
more concerned with the regulations
as they affect the citizens of this
country than as they operate in a
particular case. Nevertheless, as a
statement has been made—and as
some of the statements made do not
exactly correspond to the facts—it
will be necessary for me to put the

record straight when I come to that
point.
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You will recall that when I spoke
in the Throne Speech Debate I raised
the question of the very regrettable
position that has come into existence
since 11th June 1964 in the matter
of travel abroad. I quoted exten-
sively from a circular which had
been issued by the Ministry of
Defence and External  Affairs
(Foreign Relations Branch) and sent
to wvarious diplomatic missions in
this country. I pointed out that
that circular created a position which
was tantamount to the Government,
or the Ministry of External Affairs,
claiming for itself the right to exer-
cise political control over citizens of
Ceylon in the matter of travel abroad
in cases where no foreign exchange
is involved.

On that occasion all hon. Members
of the Government present in the
House studiously refrained from re-
ferring to this question although
there was much discussion in the
newspapers and elsewhere regarding
this new circular; no statement
emanated from the Government until
on 4th August the Hon. Prime
Minister made an extraordinary and
highly regrettable statement on this
question in another place. I am
glad that at last there is at last some-
body who would reply officially.

o oM. @& Dwe’ Y Wb
(=828, ®amd wm G906 wowy BEac
OB 8 SEmdTFum o Sede BOwD
SEAT G 0Bew Ll eFT0)

(Qserres erel. QYT L UIGW  GRTLTT
Bruss—dlaFry, eewme, &L pEmpe
pFFmd  urgsriy,  GQeusflsflasrs
QYD L& FileT LITTT@BLST m&  &ril &A8
uyib)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—
Minister of Agriculture, Food and

Fisheries and Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Defence and External
Affairs)

Why do you say that ?

eV 5Y Dean.
(8. Qaerier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Nobody else is prepared to answer;
so we are glad to see youu.

—ndm send

The Hon. Prime Minister in her
speech not merely took personal
responsibility for circulars and posi-
tions that had been issued or taken
up by the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs in this matter but
went on to justify these circulars and
positions and to depict them as some-
thing necessary for the security of
the State.

g. oo, 2.15

I shall deal with the detailed argu-
ments in a moment, but I want once
again to remind hon. Members that
when I speak about restrictions on
travel abroad, I always make a very
clear distinction about the type eof
restrictions to which I objeect. There
are a whole series of restrictions
introduced for the purpose of pre-
serving foreign exchange. Many of
them are very irksome. Neverthe-
less, I do not object to any one of-
these restrictions, however irksome,
on travel abroad provided they are
genuinely intreduced for the purpose
of conserving foreign exchange. Let
me add in parenthesis that a most
extradordinary situation exists. Both
in the matter of foreign exchange
and in the matter of travel abroad,
we are being governed not by laws
adepted by this Parliament or by
regulations made under those laws
with the approval of Parliament, but
by instructions issued and proce-
dures ordained by administrative
fiat. I must say this.. The Hon.
Mimster of Finance, for the first
time, in his Budget speech, gave us
some indication of what the ex-
change regulations of this country
are. For the last three years,
various exchange regulations  have
been imposed, first of all without a
large number of them being sanc-
tioned by this House as required by
the; Act, and secondly without their
being even known. The hon, Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Defence and External Affairs is
shaking his head. T remember when
hge was Minister of Finance [ asked
him a question why he does not table
all t}_lese exchange regulations, and
he said he did not want to table ’them
because, if people knew what they
are, they would get round them ‘An
extraordinary position has developed
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whereby people are governed with-
out their knowledge by administra-
tive regulations, and those too which
are made by officials and operated by
them. If the Government finds it
necessary to introduce certain ex-
change regulations, let these regula-
tions at least be placed before this
House and have the formal approval
and the authority of this House.
Even the new regulations that the
present Hon. Minister of Finance has
announced have not yet been ap-
proved by this House yet. Anyway
he has announced that he is going to
bring in regulations for that pur-
pose, and I am glad that at least in
that matter a new procedure is being
adopted, and that this House will be
asked to give authority for these
regulations. Unfortunately when it
comes to the matter of the issue of
passports, restrictions on the issue of
passports and clearance for travel
abroad, the same bad habit I men-
tioned earlier exists. All types of
procedures and regulations are being
introduced without the apparent
sanction of law or of regulations
made under laws and approved by
this House. -
I

May I just mention one matter ?
In the case of persons who travel
abroad on pre-paid tickets—that is on
tickets provided from outside Ceylon
and where no burden is placed on

Ceylon’s foreign exchange or
Ceylon’s funds—the Government
operates in two ways. Firstly, it

operates through its process of
issuing a passport; it requires a
clearance from the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs and in certain cases
from the Prime Minister herself
personally before a passport is issued
by the Controller of Immigration and
Emigration. Legally, a person who
wants a passport is supposed to make
an application to the controller in the
first instance. Even where a pass-
port application is rejected—which
I shall deal with later—the position

is that the specific application by the
person concerned may be rejected.
There is no provision for the present
instructions for blanket rejections.

— b e

There is another way in which this
control is operated, and that is by
instructions to travel agencies in
this country that they should not
issue a ticket for an invitation sent
by any person or organization abroad
to a person or organization in Ceylon
without “clearance” from *“-
Exchange Control Department.

I have looked through all
regulations I could find, but I canuot
see a single regulation which this
House had approved that sanctions
this procedure. It seems to me that
this regulation is being operated by
a process of intimidation of travel
agents. Most of the agents are
afraid that if they refuse the order
of the Government the Government
will make it impossible for them to
carry on their business here; and
therefore they all accept this
intimidation meekly.

I should like to ask my Hon.
Friend under what regulation passed
by this House have all these things
been done. I am dealing now
with a very limited and restricted
aspect of this matter. I do not wish
to take this matter up purely on a
legalistic basis ; I want to take it up
from a certain broad and fundamen-
tal point of view of the rights of the
people.

I noticed that in the Prime
Minister’s Speech in the Senate she
made out that the curb on travel
abroad is something that affects only
a few people ; and therefore we do
not have to worry much. This is a
most extraordinary argument. True,
certain rights may in practice affect
a limited number of people, but is
something which even the United
Nations has accepted as a fundamen-
tal human right to be merely swept
aside because the number of persons
concerned is relatively small?
Certain figures were given about the

number of applications—1,000 or
2,000  applications only  were
involved.

I like to say this: today the right
to travel abroad, owing to invitations
received from public organizations,
in other countries, especially the
socialist countries, is no longer the
richnaman’s right that it was some
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time ago. It was precisely in the last
few years that trade wunionists,
members of co-operative societies,
S.L.F.P. youth leaguers and all sorts
of people who would normally have
not gone abroad at all in their lifetime
have been able to go abroad, see other
countries, learn something about
those countries and bring back the
knowledge they have gained. In most
of the cases the persons concerned
were not individuals but representa-
tives of organizations with tens of
thousands of members. They have
gone abroad and have come back and
reported to their organizations what
is happening in the countries they
visited.

So there has been a broad process
by which more and more people have
been able to get the benefit of travel-
ling abroad, which was at one time
confined only to the afluent and the
wel—to-do people.

The argument that these curbs
affect only a few people reflects the
utterly illiberal type of thinking that
apparently goes on in the Ministry of
Defence and External Affairs.
According to this view, it does
not matter if you ride roughshod over
the rights of people provided they
are few in number, provided they are
a minority ; it is only if you try to do
it to a larger number of people that
you will have trouble ; so it is best
not to take the risk. Is that the argu-
ment, is that the basic principle, on
which the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs and even the Prime
Minister ask us to agree this country
should be governed ?

The Government, through adminis-
trative fiat, is trying to establish pro-
cedures and positions which do not
have the authority of law or regula-
tion made by this Parliament. It is
a matter of grave concern to all of us.
I do not want to raise the matter of
human rights again ; I have raised it
several times. I pointed out that the
United Nations in its Declaration on
Human Rights has accepted that the
right to leave your country and come
back to your country is a fundamen-
tal human right, and this Government
has fully approved that Deciaration.
Surelv, when manvy limitations are
being placed on a fundamental, right,

—mndm Lend

the least one can ask is that it should
have the approval of an elected
Parliament ? Fundamental human
rights should not be restricted by
officials, by administrative fiat, by the
whims, fancies and caprice of Minis-
ters and others in authority. I do not
want to go into the whole legal argu-
ment. There was an article some time
ago in the “Daily News”—I do not
often agree with what appears in the
“Daily News” but it seems to be a
well substantiated legal argument—
which sought to establish, quoting
chapter and verse, that the proce-
dures set out in the circular of 11th
June and other circulars issued by
the Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs in regard to foreign travel
have no substance in law. It is yet
to be decided in a court of law how
the Government or its officials,
exercising their functions in the
matter of the issue of passports,
should use their discretion before
they refuse a passport to a particular
individual. Even in the reactionary
United States of America, we read
that the Supreme Court has over-
turned and set aside an administra-
tive decision of the Government of
the United States to refuse passports
to certain American Communists
who wanted to go abroad on the
ground that such refusal violated
the fundamental rights of the indi-
vidual. If the Supreme Court of the
imperialist U. S. A. could have taken
uo that position, - what is this
Government which talks of socialism
doing ? What is its position ?

Sir, in the article I referred to—that
is the article in the “ Daily News ”—
it was shown that regulations were
passed under the Immigration and
Emigration Act during the U. N. P.
regime. These regulations give the
Government of Ceylon acting through
its competent authority the power
to refuse a specific application for a
passport, but I have yet to find any
justification in law for the present
practice whereby passports are
refused in advance to a whole class of
people. No passport can be issued
today under this Government’s deci-
sion to any person or set of persons
who get an invitation directly
from another organization or person
tanisit a particular country. So,
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therefore, it is a matter of very

serious concern to all of us that the

Government should continue to

defend its undemocratic and illiberal

position.

The Prime Minister’s speech in the
Senate was a curious one because it
completely ignored and by-passed all
the serious and fundamental argu-
ments that were raised against the
Government’s recent curbs on travel
abroad. Not one of these arguments
was seriously met. There were some
cases of abuse or alleged abuse of
regulations mentioned and there were
some dark hints about people who
have “ extra-territorial loyalties ”. I
ask my Friends opposite to explain
who are these people with “ extra-
territorial loyalties ”’. You  will
notice that the Prime Minister makes
the following statement about per-
sons in Ceylon I do not know who
put this idea into her head. This is
what she says:

“It is no secret to state that there are,
in Ceylon, appreciable sections of persons
who owe extra-territorial loyalties. ”—
[OFFiciaL REPORT, Senate, 4th August,
1964 ; Vol. 20, c. 441].

Now, Sir, who are these people
who owe extra-territorial loyalties ?
Are they people who believe in God
or gods? Are they people who
want to go to heaven or to attain
nirvana ? Or are these people with
extra-celestial loyalties ? Or, are
they communists or people who
want to go to the moon ? Are these
the people who owe extra territorial
loyalties ?

This is an extraordinary argument
brought forward to justify a limita-
tion on a human right. Do my friends
of the L. S. S. P. in the Government
also subscribe to this “extra-terri-
torial ” argument ?

DO D w0 oM Dean.

(8. eriwear swr&tsry. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

Why are you keeping silent ?

—nd% BEnd
o O0C 9mAER
(G 6rTau LD @zmmmfgm)
(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)
When the time comes we will

reply.
g. e, 2.30

WMWY Dean.
(8m. Qaerioer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I speak subject to correction..
Until shortly after the formation of
the Coalition Government my hon.
Friends of the L. S. S. P. were
members of an international organi-
zation. The three Members in the
Front Bench have been expelled
from that organization and other
members have been suspended.
Apparently, they have been members
of an organization which can expel
members individually and suspend
members individually., I do not
know the rules of that organization,
but, anyway, until 11th June this
year, they were members of an
international organization and is it
to be argued, therefore, that they too
were persons who owed extra- terri-
torial loyalties ? Some of them are
still suspended ; they have not ceased
to be members ; the matter is still
being examined. Apparently, the
Prime Minister had no objection on
11th June to take into her Govern-
ment people with alleged extra-
territorial loyalties ?

What is the meaning of her
statement ? It is well-known that a
person can be loyal to an ideal and
be also loyal to his country at the
same time, that a person can be
loyal to a cause and be loyal to his
country, that a person can wish to
see in his country a certain system
of society and Government which
prevails in other countries without
being disloyal to his own country.

This statement contains a basic
assumption that, to use the Prime
Minister’s own words, “appreciable
sections ” of the people of Ceylon are
persons  with  “extra-territorial
loyalties ” and therefore potentially
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disloyal, and it is on this basis that
the most draconian regulations are
promulgated and put forward.

Mr. Chairman, please forgive me
if I deal for a little while with this
statement, because it is of impor-
tance. Running right through the
Prime Minister’s speech are a
number of unsustainable assump-
tions. What is the first assumption ?
The Prime Minister starts by making
this remark:

«T should like to preface my remarks
by -saying that, while my Govern-
ment...” -

You will notice that she is speaking
on behalf of the whole Government,
not only on behalf of her Ministry.

The statement continues :

% __.while my Government recognizes
the right of every citizen to leave and
return to his country.....

That is the right set out in the
United Nations Declaration -of
Fundamental Human Rights. It
continues :

“_ ..that right must be subordinated
to the larger interests of the State when
the occasion so demands it.”’—[OFFICIAL
REPORT, Senate, 4th August, 1964; Vol
20, c. 440.]

Everyone knows that certain rights
have to be subordinated to the
interests of the State. That is why
I do not object to the foreign
exchange curbs. But it is necessary
to protest against this theory that
the interests of the State and the
interests of a Government that any
time happens to be in power are the
same. We all know that Govern-
ments come and go but the State
goes on.

There was once a French monarch
who promulgated the theory—L’état,
c’est moi !—I am the State! History
has swept that theory away, but it
would appear that the cobwebs of
that theory are still found in our
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs.

Is the interest of the government
the same as the interest of the State ?
Is the interest of the State always the

— 50l BEnd

policy of the Government ? If the
policy of a particular Government
is the same as the interest of the
State, then the S. L. F. P. was guilty
of treason when it threw the U. N. P.
Government out of power in 1956.

The Hon. Prime Minister makes
this false assumption quite apparent
when explaining why these curbs
were introduced on people going
abroad. She says that some people
who went abroad embarrassed the
Government by expressing views
other than those of the Government.
What is the assumption here ? The
assumption is that any person who
disagrees with the policy of the
Government is a security risk to the
State.

It is perfectly legal in this country
to disagree with the Government ; it
is perfectly legal and constitutional
to have a different point of view
from that of the Government. How
does it become illegal for anyone to
retain that same view when he goes
abroad ? I do not see why a person
should not have the right when he
goes abroad to express the same
view that he expresses when he is
in this country. If he expresses a
view here, yet goes abroad and says
something else, he would be a
hypocrite.

But this is precisely the argument
that is being adduced to support the
curbs. Not only are those persons
who have expressed views different
from those of the Government being
prevented by Government from
going abroad but they are regarded
as persons who are disloyal to the
State of Ceylon and put on a par
with persons who wage war against
the state or who betray the interests
of the state to a foreign power.

We must protest against this sort
of thing ; we must say this sort of
thing is absolutely wrong and cannot
be accepted.

What the Government is in effect
saying is that only those who
subscribe to the views of the
Government can get a licence to go
abroad., When I say “licence” I
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mean a passport or a clearance or
permission to go abroad. Is that
the position that the Government
wants ?

The Hon. Minister of Public Works
(Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewardene)
reminded the House a few minutes
ago of the position that existed
during Sir John Kotelawela’s day.
May I point out that the position is
now worse than what it was in Sir
John’s day ? Prior to that, during
the time of Mr. D. S. Senanayake
and the time of Mr. Dudley Senana-
yake, there were no restrictions on

goins abroad. During Sir John
Kotelawela’s period there were
restrictions. Mr. S. W. R. D. Banda-

ranaike, to his great credit, swept
all that away and opened an entirely
new era ; he broke down the cadjan
curtain that Sir John erected round
Ceylon.

But I want to say this. Sir John
exercised a one-sided ban ; nobody
could go to a socialist country ; but
people from Ceylon could go to
capitalist countries. Anyone could
go to a capitalist country. His ban
was one-sided. That was bad enough.
Now a total ban is being imposed.
What was left incomplete in the
cadjan curtain is being completed.

I do not say this because I am
arguing with anyone. But the pre-
sent regulations are in fact more illi-
beral than those that existed under
Sir John Xotelawala—and those
were bad enough! Apparently, the
idea is, “ Sir John was a capitalist and
therefore did not allow people to go
to socialist countries. We are non-
aligned, so we will not allow people to
go anywhere,”—unless, of course, he
is a person who is not a security risk
because he agrees with the policies of
the Government in power! Is that a
theory that we can support ?

I ask my Hon. Friends of the
L. S.S. P. to give us some indication—
they take responsibility, I know—as
to whether they agree with this
policy. This is one of the funda-

— ol Bend

mental assumptions on which this
whole structure of present restric-
tions has been built.

There are one or two other extra-
ordinary assumptions in the Prime
Minister’s speech. One is that if
people go abroad on a ticket supplied
by somebody else, they are likely to
be subverted and to become agents of
that country and work against the
interests of this country. Instead of
putting forward a hypothetical
theory, the Government should at
least produce one example to show
that this happened to somebody. The
Hon. Minister of Finance went to the
United States of America. I do not see
that he has agreed with President
Johnson. The Hon. Prime Minister
went to the Soviet Union. Has she
come back a Communist ? Every year
this Government selects and sends
scholars abroad. They are sent to the
Soviet Union, to the Lumumba Uni-
versity, to America, England, Ger-
many and various other countries.
These people are sent abroad for
training by the Government on tickets
supplied from abroad. If these trai-
nees can be sent abroad without be-
coming the agents of foreign powers,
why is it that other people should be
refused permission to go abroad be-
cause they may become agents of for-
eign powers ? Is it that such permis-
sion is given only to Members of
Government, or those who share the
Government’s point of view, or those
who have the moral fibre to resist any
temptation to become agents of
foreign powers merely because they
have gone to a foreign country ? The .
Mayor of Colombo went to socialist
countries. Has he come back a
Communist ? Is it the case that unless
you have the approval of the Ministry
of Defence and External Affairs, you
are likely to be subverted and likely
to become an agent of some other
power and work against the interests
of your own country ?

There is another argument. I think
it would have been better if that
argument had not been used. It is
contended that certain people who go
abroad disgrace this country or bring
discredit to Ceylon. That, I must say,
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is true. But I think that if you tot up
everything you will find that 95 per
cent of those who have done so are
S. L. F. P. people or people who have
been sent abroad by the S. L. F. P.
Government. The Government takes
up a high moral position. “ We must
be careful. We must not send people
abroad who bring discredit to the
country ! ” We remember the case
of Mr. Hema Dabare. We remember
also the case of Mr. M. P. de Zoysa.
He was a man whom the Thalgoda-
pitiyva Commission found guilty of
bribery and corruption. He was nomi-
nated by this very Government—
minus the new L. S. S. P. section, of
course—to represent Ceylon at an
international conference as a nominee
and selectee of the Government. I
suppose that redounded to the great
credit of Ceylon'!

RNed @3 DBEIR D (emFecaHw)

(8. Dovew  sQsr Ba—06 500605
s )

(Mr. Tissa Kapukotuwa—Teldeniya)

He is still in the Government
Party.

e OsY S

(5. Qseriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am not going into all that. Here
is a man who was actually selected
by the Government and sent abroad.
If you have no objection to selecting
a man who had been found guilty of
bribery and corruption by a commis-
sion appointed by your late leader
and sending him abroad to repre-
sent Ceylon, why are you worried
about some of these other people that
you ‘have mentioned ?

The Hon. Prime Minister has given
a number of examples. I can also
give a number of examples. I do not
want to scandalize ; I do not want to
mention names. I know very well
there was a certain person who was
sent abroad to represent the S. L. F. I
Youth League some time ago. I am
glad he is no longer there. My Hon.
Friend may be aware of the case.
They sent him to a foreign country.

— el Bend

He tried to molest a girl in a park
and the local youth there thrashed
him, took off his trousers and his
clothes and handed him to the police
station, and he was taken into cus-
tody. In order to save the good name
of Ceylon he and that whole delega-
tion had to be sent back. I am pre-
pared to tell more stories, but these
are matters I do not like to mention.

g. ©0. 2.45

It is true that there have been some
abuses. The Hon. Prime Minister
mentioned certain cases. It is true
that there are a few racketeers also
shouting against travel curbs because
they are interested in racke-
teering and not in any fundamental
rights. But the Prime Minister and
the Government must not try to gloss
over the fundamental questions by
just saying, “Oh! So and so is a
racketeer ” We have no sympathy for
racketeers, but the Government has
the overall control in its hand to deal
with them by refusing them a pass-
port. There is no need for procedures
such as those contained in the circular
of June 11th.

The Hon. Prime Minister refers to
a case of a person who had been
detected smuggling. When a second
application was made on his behalf,
it was correctly refused. You would
also know that there was a very pro-
minent official of this country whose
conduct became the subject of a
Select Committee of the last Parlia-
ment—a report which never got
delivered—and one of the charges
proved against him was that he had
also been smuggling wrist watches.
As a matter of fact he had even paid
certain fines for doing it. He was
not only given a passport to go
abroad but he has also been permitted
by the Government to represent
Ceylon on an international organiza-
tion.

The Hon. Prime Minister also
referred to the fact that some people
took passports in order to go to one
country and turned up in another
country. There was nothing illegal
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in that. These passports were en-
dorsed, I presume, for these coun-
tries. There are many people,
including Members of the Front
Bench, who have done so. My Hon.
Friend the Minister of Finance went
to U. S. A. on a special invitation
and then went on to Cuba. He did
not do anything wrong.

It is true there are certain business
men who get foreign exchange for the
purpose of a business trip to a parti-
cular country and then from there
enter into various of questionable
deals and turn up in various other
countries. But can you say that most
of the people who went abroad on
pre-paid tickets and on invitations
engaged in “ compensation deals”
or rackets ? It may be that some of
them have gone on to countries
other than those which they origi-
nally intended to wvisit, but as long
as their passport allowed such peo-
ple to go they committed no offences,
nor did they break any exchange or
immigration regulations.

I want to say this : merely because
some people may have racketeered,
are all the rest to be penalized ?
Everybody in this country gets a rice
ration ; some people sell it; some
people abuse that privilege ; but are
we withdrawing the rice ration books
from those people ? Some people in
this country steal ; and because we
want to stop stealing, are we going
to put the whole country in jail ?
Obviously, the Government has suffi-
cient powers under the ordinary laws
to deal with extraordinary, excep-
tional racketeer cases, and let them
do so. They have got an absolute
right to refuse a passport; but,
instead of that why do you bring in
all sorts of restrictions which in point
of fact curb the right of Ceylonese
citizens to go abroad even when no
foreign exchange is involved ?

Take the case of people who mis-
behave abroad. If they misbehave
themselves once, do not send them
again. Every single case of a person
quoted by the Hon. Prime Minister
as having misbehaved himself or
misused his passport was a person
who had been given clearance for

—20d wend

travel abroad by the Ministry of
External Affairs. They could not
have gone abroad without that clear-
ance. What is the guarantee, if
persons who had already been
cleared have misbehaved themselves,

- that the Ministry of External Affairs

is so infallible that any other person
who is given clearance by the Minis-
try will behave as a model of
rectitude ?

I want to pass on and make my
charge a little more specific. I accuse
the Government not only of introduc-
ing illiberal and undemocratic regu-
lations, but of acting thoroughly
capriciously in this matter : where it
suits them they apply the regula-
tions ; where it does not suit them
they relax regulations. Even where
there is a regulation, though it has
no sanction in law as a regulation
adopted by this House but is merely
an administrative practice, it is
changed and applied according to the
circumstances of the case.

You will recall that I read out the
relevant sections of a communique
issued on the 11th o»f June by the
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs to foreign missions in this
country. May I repeat it to refresh
the memory of hon. Members.

“In future the Government of Ceylon
will as a matter of policy not entertain
any invitations which are extended by
foreign governments or other forgign
agencies to individuals or to private
institutions and organizations in Ceylon.
The procedure to be followed will be that
any invitation which foreign governments
or foreign agencies wish to extend should
be addressed direct to the Government
of Ceylon by the mission of the country
concerned. The communications from
the embassy should state the exact nature
and purpose of the invitation and the
number of persons invited. Any such
invitation which stipulates that the selec-
tion of persons should be made from any
specific association or organization of
Ceylon will not be entertained. The
Government of Ceylon will decide
whether an invitation so extended is to
be accepted or not; and in the case of
invitations which are accepted the
Government will select the persons to be
nominated. ”

That circular, as far as I know, has
neither been amended nor with-
drawn. I am also aware that the
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circular of June 11th is being applied
in certain cases and by-passed in
others. .

Let me give you one' or two
examples. One is an example that I
referred to in an earlier speech, the
case of Mr. Sarath Muttettuwagama.
Mr. Muttettuwagama is the President
of the Ceylon Federation of Commu-
nist and Progressive Youth Leagues.
This Federation is affiliated to the
World Federation of Democratic
Youth. Incidentally, tha Sri Lanka
Freedom Party Youth League is also
affiliated to this body.

At the last assembly of the W. F.
D. ¥.,, Mr. 3arath Muttettuwagama
was elected a member of its execu-
tive committee. As a member of the
executive committee he has to
attend meetings of that committee.
Recently, about a month or so ago,
there was a meeting of the executive
committee and he was sent a ticket
by the W. F. D. Y. in order to attend
this meeting. In point of fact, his
application was made before 11th
June when this new circular came
into force. Mr. Sarath Muttettuwa-
gama applied for clearance in order
to attend the meeting of the World
Federation of Democratic Youth
Executive Committee of which he is
a member. No one other than a
member can attend the meeting ;
only members of the committee can
attend its meetings. Mr. Muttettuwa-
gama was refused clearance and his
appeals against it did not succeed.
The idea apparently behind the

refusal is that it was contrary fo the

circular of June 11th which demands
that ell invitations should not be to
a specific organization but to the
Government of Ceylon.

How can the Government of
Ceylon send representatives to the
executive committee meeting of the
World Federation of Democratic
Youth of which it is not a member ?

I want to draw your attention to
some more fortunate persons who
seem to have been able to by-pass the
provisions of this circular. The
“Ceylon Daily News” of Saturday,

—ndm e5td

28th July, 1964, page 7, has published
some very interesting information in
its column, “ Mainly about People. ”
It is called, “Two delegates.” It
reads :

“Two delegates representing the
National Youth Council of Ceylon left
Ceylon yesterday evening”——

That is on July 27th.

“ —pby BOAC plane to attend the Fifth
General Assembly of WAY, ’——

The World Assembly of Youth
is an American influenced youth
organisation.

“—at the University of Massachusetts,
Amnherst, U. S. A. from July 31 to
August 12. The delegates are Don Paul
Rajasekera (Catholic) General Secretary
of the NYC and is on the executive com-
mittee representing the Young Christian
Workers i)

Which everybody knows is one of the
Catholic Action organizations—

“He is a government servant in E.C.C.
Grade II.”
Incidentally, the Government has
another rule that Government
servants should not go abroad. I
shall refer to that in due course—

“and is at present attached to the

Ministry of Communications in charge of
the trade union desk.”

I do not know whether very soon he
will be on the Workers’ Council
also—

“Raja Sembacuttiaratchchi (Buddhist)
Assistant General Secretary and Bulletin
Editor, N. Y. C, is on its executive com-
mittee representing the Ceylon Youth and
Pen Pals Association of which he is the

President. He is a trained engineer and
is attached to the Ceylon Cold Stores
Limited. ”

Now, Sir, it will be very interest-
ing to know whether W. A. Y.
actually sent the invitation to the
Government of Ceylon. How can
W. A. Y., which is an international
organization, send any invitation to
any organization in this country
through a mission here ? Inter-
national organizations other than the
United Nations are not represented
by missions.

In the case of Mr. Sarath Muttettu-

wagama, the refusal was made
ostensibly on the grounds that the
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invitation should be to the Govern-
ment. Did W. A. Y. make the invi-
tation to the Government of Ceylon ?
In that case, will the Government
explain why Catholic Actionists and
others have been sent to represent
Ceylon? I have also gone into
some of the facts of this case. In
point of fact, the invitation was sent
to the National Youth Council, and
the National Youth Council selected
these two people and they were
allowed to go with your clearance.
How did that happen ? You have a
regulation and the Hon. Prime
Minister makes a big speech about
it! But in the case of these gentle-
men, what is the special magic touch
they have? I will refer to other
magic touches in a moment. :

I want to congratulate the hon.
Member for Panadura and the hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia on
having been able to break through
the cadjan curtain. I deliberately
refrained from saying anything
about this matter until they left the
country because I did not wish any
words of mine to be used to stop any-
body going abroad. I ask the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary, did you
not—not you personally, but the
Government—break your own regu-
lations in this matter ? Were there
not adjustments made because these
hon. Members would kick up a row
and threaten to make speeches?
Let us get the facts straight.

Incidentally, I wish the hon. Mem-
ber for Panadura a very good holiday.
He fully deserves it. I do not think
I should in any way curtail his holi-
day. He can have as many holidays
as he likes as far as I am concerned.
The hon. Member for Panadura was
selected on what basis ? I think the
Institute of Foreign Relations—I am
not sure of the name ; it was some
institute dealing with foreign rela-
tions—in Cuba sent an intivation to
the Ceylon-Cuba Solidarity Associa-
tion asking them to send three
representatives to attend certain

100
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celebrations in Cuba. The commit-
tee met and selected three persons.
At that time, Senator Chandra Guna-
sekera was selected. The others
were Mr. Piyadasa and a certain
monk. I do not know what happen-
ed, but the monk got knocked off at
a certain stage. I do not think it
was by the committee, but some-
where in the Ministry.

& . 3
aé fed. 8. Dwed DHANOZNGD

(QEarTar 6Tl c@ﬁ.-%. L_UIGW LIGHTL_TT FTUI&S )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

May I interrupt for a moment to
give the facts in this case ? I know
something about it from personal
knowledge. What happened was an
invitation had been sent by some
organization in Cuba—I myself am
not sure of the name—to the Ceylon-
Cuba Friendship Association. They
themselves made some selections, as
stated by the hon. Second Member
for Colombo Central. Then, I think,
the association applied to the Minis-
try of Defence and External Affairs
in respect of the three persons and
were informed, in terms of the
circular to which the hon. Member
just referred, that that kind of
selection could not be accepted. I
believe  thereafter - the Cuban
Embassy renewed the invitation to
the Government of Ceylon and said :
“ Please nominate four persons.”

eDDOBY Deds.
(Bw. Gaarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Are you sure that the Cuban
Embassy renewed the application
with the Government of Ceylon ?

oG . @l du’ AeTwdneD
(Qserray Gris. Q. L w6 LIGHTL_ T Friiss)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Yes. '

QO BY .

(8. Qaarer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

You are categorical on that ?
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ad dfed. @8, Ve AHASENGW
(Qasers e Gr Lk %ﬁn‘. L_UIGN LIGRTL_[TT BTl )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am categorical. The invitation
was repeated to the Government of
Ceylon, and the invitation was not
for three persons—I am not sure for
how many the earlier invitation was
—but this time it was for four
persons and the Government did
make the selection of four persons,
or at least three persons.

DY .

(Bm. Qsarier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Actually, there was an invitation
to the Ceylon-Cuba Solidarity
Association to send three persons,
and to the Ceylon Peace Council to
send one person. It was an invita-
tion to two sets of organizations. The
Government did not make any
nomination in respect of the Peace
Council.

o ofT. @8, Ak DHNSBNGD
(QserTar 6ril. Qpi- L WGV LIGHL_TTBTLSS )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Government, in fact, to my
knowledge, recommended two per-
sons. The Prime Minister thought
that two persons should be sent and
she thought two were quite sufficient.
I believe her nominees were Mr. S.
D. Bandaranayake and Mr. Piyadasa.

eDBOBY cs.

(8 5. Qsarinar)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Yes, Mr. Piyadasa was the original
nominee,

ad ofd. @d. Ve DFHNWSINGD
(Qserrar 6. YT - L UIGW) LIGWTL_IT T 5T ILI% % )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Those were the two persons whom
the Prime Minister supported when
she subsequently went to England
for the Commonwealth Prime
Ministers’ Conference. That is how
I came to know about this, because
during this period she''zdelegated
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some of the functions of the Minis-
ter of Defence and External Affairs
to me.

Meanwhile, I believe, the Hon.
C. P. de Silva who acted for the
Head of the Government during this
period nominated a third person,
Mr. Leslie Goonewardene. 1 believe
he also nominated a fourth person
who was refused leave, being a
Government servant. So ultimately
there were only three persons who
left.

DO .

(@m. Gaarine )

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am very sorry Mr. Leslie Goone-
wardene is not in this House. As
such I am not going to repeat what
he told me personally. The Minister
is aware that Mr. Leslie Goonewar-
dene was nominated by the Ceylon-
Cuba Friendship Association to fill
the vacancy created by Senator
Chandra Gunasekera. It is a very
strange thing that they should have
suddenly decided to extend an invi-
tation to the Government of Ceylon.

ad ofd. @l Ve NHNEINGD
(QaerTas 6TL QY. L_WIGH LIGHTL T BTIl&S )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

No, Sir, I believe what happened
was—I am repeating what had been
told to me by the Hon. C. P. de
Silva ; I have no reason to doubt the
correctness of his statement—that he
nominated the hon. Member for
Panadura. It may be that the hon.
Member for Panadura had spoken to
him, I do not know ; I believe the
hon. Member for Panadura had
spoken to him. But still it is correct
he was nominated by the Hon. C. P.
de Silva.

eDBOBY @c.
(8m. Qaerinar)
(Mr. Kieuneman)

I am very sorry, I will refer to this
matter when Mr. Leslie Goonewar-
dene is here, so that he too can

confirm it. I shall not say anvthin
belid- his back. i . >
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od ofE. @8 e DWASINGD
(Qmerray o L. Dyi. LWL LIGRT LT T 5TULI&E )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
And also when the Hon. C, P. de

Silva is here.

PO D

(ﬁ@. Q@ eriper )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Leslie Goonewardene was told
that the endorsement on his pass-
port to Moscow and various other
places was going to be knocked off.
He threatened to make speeches all
over the place if that happened. He
had even refused to go. They had
to ring up the Prime Minister about
this matter in London.

o ofd. @l e BTTNITHGR

(QzerTar 6TLl. QY. L ILIGH LIGHTL T T SIS )

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

No, Sir, that is not correct. There
was no telephone call to the Prime
Minister either from Mr. C. P. de
Silva or from me.

N5y s

(&5 Q@ arLoer )

(Mr. Keuneman)

I am sorry, then ; that is the press
report.

oé ofs’. @l e ERCBNGD
(Qaarrar 6Tt QY. L WGN LIGHTL T T FTLISGES)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

May I state the facts? What
happened in this matter was that the
hon. Member for Panadura (Mr.
Leslie Goonewardene) having been
nominated by the Hon. C. P. de Silva
applied for the addition of Cuba to
the list of endorsements he already
had on his passport. He appealed to
the Controller of Immigration and
Emigration. The Controller had
informed him that under current
rules or the current policy that was
in force he would certainly have the
endorsement to Cuba, that inasmuch
as Mr, C. P. de Silva had decided that
11 am.
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he should be permitted to travel via
Moscow, the endorsement to Moscow
also would remain, but that all the
other endorsements which he
happened to have on the passport
would be cancelled.

Mr. Leslie Goonewardene with-.
drew his application and saw me in
the precincts of this House. He
asked me to look into this matter
and see whether this was correct,
because, if the endorsements on his
passport were to be cancelled, he
said he would withdraw his applica-
tion to travel and would not wish to
go. He did not tell me anything
about making speeches or anything
else.

EDANEB e

(;@@ @&mmsﬁr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

He told the press also.

ad M. @8 e DEHNINGED
(QsarTes 6TL. QY. L wIoW LISTL_TT BIII&S )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

As a consequence of that, I went
into the matter very fully. I
examined the circumstances; 1
examined the circulars and the rules
and I thought that there had been-a
misinterpretation of certain ru'es ;
and I, accordingly, made a long order
running into about three pages on
this matter and directed that the
policy contained in my order should
be followed until the Prime Minister
returned to the Island and had the
opportunity to review the whole
question for herself.

eDDV5Y Desn.
(8. Osarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I must say it is very interesting to
find the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary still having so much authority.

‘As far as I remember the Prime

Minister delesated all her authority
to Hon. C. P. de Silva ; you were still
her Parliamentary Secretary.
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ad M. wd. Ve AR NED
(Q&erral GTLI. QYT LIS LIGRTL T FTii&s )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
No, Sir, that is not correct.

GO BY .

( r@@ Q@earier )

(Mr. Keuneman)

Were you the Acting Minister of
Defence and External Affairs ?

o . @l Rew AFHNHSNGD
(Qsarrar erii. . LGN LIGTL_IT T 5T U1 & )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

No, Sir, that is not correct. She
made two delegations of authority
when she left for London. One was
that her functions as Prime Minister
were delegated to the Hon. C. P. de
Silva and her functions as Minister
of Defence and External Affairs were
delegated to me.

GV LY s

(8. Qaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

- In that case I am very glad to say
that you had the honour even for a
very short time.

Does the Minister know that up to
that date—and I am not sure
what happened afterwards—every-
body else’s endorsements were being
knocked off except for the journey
concerned. It was only when Mr.
Leslie Goonewardene created some
trouble and was liable to create
further trouble that an order was

made changing the position. I saw
in the papers—I am speaking
to something that I do not

know myself—that there were one or
two other persons who had com-
plained about this. Sir Cyril de
Zoysa complained of endorsements
being cancelled from his passport.

In any case will the Government
explain the circumstances attendant
upon Dr. Colvin R. de Silva’s visit to
Japan ? As far as I am aware, the
invitation was sent by the Japanese
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Trade Union Federation, Sohoyo, to
the 'C.CT.U.O. and the C.C.EU.Q.
made the selection of Dr. Colvin R.
de Silva as the most suitable person
to represent them. I do not know
what transpired afterwards except
that Dr. Colvin R. de Silva was
allowed to go.

Now, there is another case of an
organization, the Ceylon Peace
Council. They had also been invited
to send a delegate to the same
conference that Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva was permitted to attend in
Japan. They applied for -clearance
and they were refused on the
grounds that their application did

‘not comply with the circular, that

the invitation had come to the Peace
Council and the Peace Council had
made the nomination. They had to
appeal to the Prime Minister who
made the order, “You can go”. It
seems that in both cases the rule has
not been followed. They both went,
even though there was no invitation
to the Government of Ceylon. I am
very glad that both went. Do not
think I am complaining. I must
congratulate the people who can get
through this net.

ad Ofed. amd. Rwe VHNEsNwD
(Qserme 6TLl. By LW LIGHTL T T I UI&S )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Who was the Peace Council case ?

SO Dca.

(Bam. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Peace Council case was Mr. T.
Duraisingham. If. Dr. Wickrema-
singhe were here he would even
speak to the nomination.

It is clear that quite capriciously
decisions are being taken. Some
people are being refused while some
people are being allowed. The
regulation is bad and the regulation
is being applied capriciously. This is
the actual burden of my complaint.
It is a further burden of my com-
plaint that the regulations are un-
workable. They should be with-
drawn not only because they are
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unworkable but because they are
wrong. In . future no person O
organization in Ceylon can go abroad
on an invitation because if a person
receives an invitation directly or an
organization receives an invitation
directly the Government will refuse
the passport and the clearance. They
sent out circulars to various foreign
missions in Ceylon saying, “Please
in future invite us” that is, the
Government of Ceylon—“and we
will select ”. What is going to be the
position of organizations in countries
that do not have diplomatic repre-
sentation in Ceylon ? The majority
of the countries in the world do not
have diplomatic representation in
Ceylon. What is going to be their
position ? How can they send an
invitation even through their diplo-
matic mission as requested by the
Government ? Would you explain
how that is to be done? Take the

- position of international organiza-

tions. Many people and organizations
in Ceylon are members of inter-
national organizations. This includes
youth organizations, trade unions,

. journalists’ organizations and others

including S. L. F. P. organizations.
There are various other organizations.
None of these international organi-
zations are responsible to any
Government. No Government or
diplomatic mission undertakes the
responsibility to transmit invitations
from them. I mentioned the case of
Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama. Even
where an invitation comes to a
member of an international organi-
zation to attend a meeting of that
organization, it is refused. Is it the
position of the Government that
no organization in Ceylon should
be a member of any international

| organization ? If that is your prin-

eiple;  state  'so. If, ‘it 'is. 'not,
then please do not try and prevent

| such a thing happening by indirect

means. I understand that earlier

there has been mention in this House

as well as outside about the case of
my wife and myself. The Prime
Minister also has referred to it in her

| Senate statement. I have refrained
hitherto

from saying pienything
about this because I do not’'want®to
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discuss in Parliament anything in
which I am directly involved. I have
hitherto scrupulously refrained from
saying anything on this issue,
although there was a report in the
press ; the newspaper report was
wrong. On top of this wvarious
members made statements on this
matter and the Prime Minister also
had made her comments. Some of
the things she said are also not
correct- I am raising this because it
provides a very good example of the
absurdity of the position.

g. on. 3.1

May I read what the Prime
Minister said. I am reading from the
newspaper.

“ Certain newspapers have reported
that the Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs had turned down an application
from Mr. & Mrs. Pieter Keuneman to
attend a Seminar of Communist Journa-
lists in Moscow and that the seminar was
to be on journalism in under-developed
countries. The Ministry has received no
applications from Mr. and Mrs. Pieter
Keuneman for clearance to visit Moscow
to attend a seminar. The newspaper
articles presumably refer to an invitation
which the Embassy of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics extended to
two representatives of the Ceylon Com-
munist Party to participate in an inter-
national seminar on ‘problems of the
Communist Press in developing coun-
tries’, to be held in Moscow. ¢Journal-
ism’ and a ‘seminar on the problems of
the Communist Press in developing
countries’ are not exactly synonymous
terms. While our country as a demo-
cratic and non-aligned nation is gravely
concerned over the peculiar role of the
monopolist press in developing countries
such as ours, we havie no interest in such
problems as might beset the Communist
press in developing countries or in their
solution ”.

That is what the Prime Minister says.
It is a curious line of argument.
Let us deal with the facts of the case
first. It is correct that I and my wife
made no application to go to Moscow.
But the Prime Minister was informed
through her Private Secretary by
me that in the event of the invitation
to the Communist Party being sent
through the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs, the Communist
Party had selected as its delegates
my wife and myself. So, this fact
wasunnet, unknown and in that
the newspaper reports were
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not strictly accurate, but they
were not far too wrong. Now, what
actually happened ? The Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union
invited the Communist Party of
Ceylon to send two delegates to a
seminar in the 'U.S.S. R, on
“ problems of the Communist Press
in developing countries” According
to the old regulations of the Govern-
ment of Ceylon, the invitation was
sent via the U. S. S. R. Embassy in
Colombo to the Government of
Ceylon. Our party was also informed
separately that such an invitation was
being issued, and we assumed that it
would be sent to us in the normal
course through the Ministry of
External Affairs. After waiting for
some time I rang up the Permanent
Secretary, Mr. N. Q. Dias, and asked
him whether he had received such an
invitation. He said, he had received
such an invitation through the
U. S. S. R. Embassy in Colombo and
that the matter was under con-
sideration and asked me to contact
him in a day or two. I did contact
the Permanent Secretary in a day
or two and he informed me that he
had replied to the U.S.S.R.
Embassy. On my asking him what
the lines of his reply were he said
that he was not in a position to
disclose a confidential communica-
tion to a foreign embassy but that I
could contact .the. U. S. S. R.
Embassy if I wanted. I asked them
and they told me that the Ministry
of Defence and External Affairs had
sent back the invitation asking them
to extend the invitation to the Gov-
ernment of Ceylon!

Long before I got in touch with
Mr. N. Q. Dias our party had dis-
cussed the question of who should
attend the seminar. The problems of
the Communist press are problems
which will only be of interest to the
Communist Party. In any case those
are problems which only they will
know. I do not know what the
Government of Ceylon knows about
the problems of the Communist
press. Our party had taken the
decision to recommend to the Gov-
ernment the names of my wife and
myself not because wepigwere, wife
and husband but for "thensirfiple
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reason that my wife happened to be
for the last 10 or 11 years the editor
of one of our party papers. She is a
political personality in her own right
and everybody knows that. I myself,
in addition to my other duties, am
the person responsible for all our

party papers.

We could not submit the names
even to get a rcfusal because the
invitation was not transmitted to
us; so it is possible for the Prime
Minister to make a statement that no
application was made and no refusal
was given in my case. That is
perfectly true. But I did write a
letter to the Hon. Prime Minister
asking that the invitation should be
forwarded to our party in the normal
way and that once we sent the names
of our nominees, according to the
former procedure, the Ministry of
Defence and External Affairs could
either give or withhold clearance. I
tried for seven or eight days to get
an interview with the Hon. Prime
Minister on this matter but
unfortunately it was not possible.

DROBY D WOl ewnd e,
(8. eriiier ForaGery.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)
Was she out of the country ?

DO .

(D Gaseriser)

(Mr. Keuneman)

She was in the country at the time.

After she left the country I
received a letter signed by Mr. N. Q. .
Dias asking me with regard to my
request for an interview to see the
Hon. P. M’s Secretary. I had been
speaking about three or four times a
day to the Prime Minister’s Secre-
tary, Mr. Weerakoon, who was ex-
tremely courteous in this matter. I
do not blame the Hon. Prime
Minister at all for not seeing me
because she was busy at the time.
I am just trying to set the record
right. My position is not that this
happened in my case; whether 1t
happened in my case or anybody
else’s case, the example which the
Prime Minister quoted shows the
utter absurdity of the regulations.
Shecsays that the people of Ceylon
are not interested in the problems of
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[emmewy @w.]
the Communist press in under-deve-
loped countries. But there was no
invitation to the people of Ceylon or
to the Government of Ceylon except
that the Government of Ceylon was
trying to cadge an invitation
by asking that the invitation
be sent to the Government of Ceylon.
If anybody is cadging invitations, it
is you who are doing it, Members of
the Government. The invitation is
sent to us to send representatives to
this seminar; you write and tell
them : “Please invite the Govern-
ment of Ceylon.” Goodness knows
whom you will send! Perhaps the
editor of the “Sinhale” or some
such person is going to discuss the
problems of the communist press!
It is utterly absurd. According to the
Prime Minister, if we are going to

| discuss the problems of the monopoly

press, then it becomes an important
In that case we should
send the members of the Press
Commission or some such people,

There are certain people and cer-
tain organizations which have pro-
blems which interest and concern
them alone. Maybe, the Government
of Ceylon is not interested in nor
concerned with those problems. We
are not interested in many things
that the Government of Ceylon is
concerned with or interested in. But
what it fundamentally means is that
nobody has a right to exchange views
and experiences with people of simi-
lar organizational status in other
countries on problems with which
they are mutually concerned.

The Government seeks to arrogate

to itself the right to pick and choose

persons {o represent non-official pub-
lic organizations. This is an abso-
lutely indefensible and unjustified
attempt to interfere with the rights
of non-official public organizations.
Public organizations in this country
have a right to decide who should
represent them ; nobody else has that
right. The Government has the right
to decide which Ceylon citizen is
worthy of being given a passport or
not. Do not mix up those two things,
You have an absolute right’to réfuse

Bewldm @575 en ACW

112

—rnoE Bend

a passport to any individual applicant.
If you wish to prevent a person from
going abroad you can refuse him a
passport. What the Government is
trying to do is to avoid the
main question by throwing up a
smokescreen about a few people who
have indulged in various rackets.

Ol =k TR IO =)

(Bl 0@ &S IJEIS G Far )

(Presiding Member)

It is my duty to point out to hon.
Members that we are far behind
schedule. These are important
matters no doubt.

eDVsY Dcs.
({@@ Cl&erinsT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

On the other hand, I think, Sir, we

are far ahead of schedule because this

Vote should have come up at 4.30 p.m.
Yerusniid OB

(G Bs@Ein YHSS Bl )

(Presiding Member)

No, we are far behind schedule. We
are still discussing Head 2. It is my
duty to point this out to hon.
Members.

SWDOBY Dca.

(1@@5. Gawma&r}
(Mr. Keuneman)

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your
indulgence. I want to say this: we
ask that this circular of 11th June
should be withdrawn. As to whether
it will be withdrawn or amended not
a word has been said by the Hon.
Prime Minister or by anybody else.
The old system with regard to travel
abroad had some defects but it was
certainly better than the present sys-
tem, so at least have that old system
back even with its defects.

The Government has a right to
refuse passports to those person they
consider are a security risk.

When I began my speech we had
only the L. S. S. P. Ministers present
from the Government ; now we do not
have even those Ministers. The three
L._S. S. P. Ministers of the Govern-
ment, jalso must state what their
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position is on this matter. They cannot
avoid it, it is a fundamental question.
They can say that this circular came
into existence on 11th June, the day
the Coalitation Government was
formed. But since then the Prime
Minister has made a statement on be-
half of the Government and I ask
them : were you consulted on this
statement ? Is this the considered
opinion of the whole Government ?
If that is so we must most strongly
protest and fight against it.

I ask the Government even now
not to regard this as a prestige mat-
ter. I know there are certain people
with certain other interests who
shout against these cases but this is
a problem which genuinely concerns
a number of bona fide public organi-
zations. You must see in this question
the real fundamental principles in-
volved without being distracted by
a few racketeers and people who have
misbehaved.

I ask the Government to withdraw
this circular, reconsider the whole
question, and if necessary go back to
the old system that existed before.

3. DS HE e
(B . porgarih)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Mr. Chairman, while the subject of
travel abroad is being discussed, I
think it would be appropriate first of
all to consider the question of visitors
coming into the Island. I am very
happy that the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Defence
and External Affairs is here.

a& DY Bodewny
(Qsarrar 9m&ssar . expeur )
(An hon. Member)

He is just leaving!

ch

3. IS DL Desn.

(Bm. oF. peurgerih)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I am sorry he is leaving. I would
like to know what principle applies
when the Government decides to per-
mit foreign visitors to comednttothe
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Island. I really do not know what
yardstick is being employed. Per-
haps, different yardsticks are
employed on different visitors. Some
time back when the Fourth Inter-
national held a congress in Ceylon, I
think, we had an observer from
France participating in that congress.
I presume there was no difficulty in
giving him ' the necessary visa
facilities.

&¢. &n. 3.30

Hon. Members must be aware that
the Federal Party is holding its an-
nual convention on the 21st,22nd and
23rd of this month. It has been our
customary practice to issue invita-
tions to cultural organizations both in
this country and outside, who can
make a useful contribution to the
cultural activities of the Tamil-
speaking people of this country.

I may also inform this honourable
House that when we have our annual
convention it is divided into three
parts, really four parts. One is
the workers’ congress in which the
working class participates. Another
is the women’s congress in which
women of the Tamil-speaking people
participate. The third part is the cul-
tural session at which various matters
of cultural importance and interest
are discussed. To this cultural session
we invite persons prominent in the
cultural field among Tamil-speaking
people both in this country and out-
side. In the past it was mostly promi-
nent men of this country who parti-
cipated in that session. But this year
we have issued invitations to certain
prominent men of South India to
participate in this cultural session. In
fact, I understand that many persons
in South India have expressed a wish
to participate in this cultural session.

Prominent among them are
M. Karunanithi, editor of the well-
known Tamil newspaper “ Murasoli”
in Madras; C. P. Sittarasu, well-
know editor of “Nam Naadu?” in
South India ; K. Senkuttuwan, a very
well-known writer of Tamil in South
India—the entire Tamil-speaking
world knows about him and he too
expressed a desire to visit Ceylon and
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participate in our cultural session—
and the formost Tamil poet of the

day, Kavignar Kannadasan.

Unfortunately, the Ministry of
Defence and External Affairs has
thought it fit to refuse their applica-
tions to visit Ceylon. No reason has
been given for the refusal of these
applications. I want to know on
what grounds these applications
have been refused.

Does the Government want to
make Ceylon a cultural desert so far
as the Tamil-speaking people are
concerned ? Is it the wish of the
Government that the Tamil-speaking
people of this country should have
no contact whatsoever with the out-
side world ? Is it their policy that
we should live in isolation here ?

I suppose it has occurred to some
official in the Ministry that these
eminent persons may have something
to do with the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam in South India. But I
ask what is wrong with that. The
D.M.K. is a perfectly legal organiza-
tion. It is a parliamentary party. It
has its representatives in the Central
- Assembly in New Delhi and in the
State Assembly. I do not say that
these persons are members of the
D.M.K. but even if they are, what is
wrong ?

ad & 8. ¢ BT (929, a8
W 3e€ Acs EEAT @B m wwm
BN ) '

(Csorores &. (F. 19 Boer—srent], G
Lir e, (NG E yanibFFIhid FeLl (LPFE
w@u'n)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

In India that party has been
‘banned.

8. »AS DO ©c,

(Bm. . paurgerid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

No. The Hon. Minister is out of
date. In the past they had some
objective which had been interpreted
as secessionist, but when Parlidment

Bewdds @75 e C®
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enacted laws to prohibit any party
with secessionist tendencies, the
D. M. K. promptly said, “ We have
no secessionist tendencies, we are
only working for greater autonomy.”

ad 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qzserrey &. (7. 19 fovair)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Were they not arrested by Shri
Nehru and locked up ?

3. DHIEY DO e,
(Bs. . palrgers)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Their actions were similar to those
that we in Ceylon engaged in, when
we were arrested and incarcerated
for six months. They were fighting
because Hindustani was being forced
down the throats of the South Indian
people. It had nothing to do with
unlawful or secessionist activities.

My argument is, even if they be of
the D.M.K., why shut them out?
How can they come here and do
damage ? Does this Government
suggest that they can indoctrinate
us, the Tamil-speaking people of this
country ? Has the Government any
fear that they can make us more
autonomy-minded than we are at
present ? I do not know how their
visit to this Island and participation
in certain cultural activities are
going to do any damage to anybody.
I do not know whether this Govern-
ment has something to hide from
visitors from abroad. If that be so,
let us know what it is that they
want to hide from visitors.

I appeal to the Government to stop
this type of discrimination so far as
the Tamils are concerned. ~

a& 8 8. ¢ BED
(Qsorres &. (7. 1 Aevar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Do you blame us if we do not like
peopleiof a party banned in India
coming here ?
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3. »HIEW »O V.

(Bm. of. peurgerih)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

They have never been banned. I
was talking of the D.M.K. of South
India. It is absolutely wrong for
anybody to say that that party was
banned at any time. It is a recog-
nized party. It has representatives
in the State Assembly. It is the
second biggest party in the Madras
Assembly. It is quite likely that it
will be the next ruling party in
Madras. It is wrong to say that it
is a banned party.

Quite apart from all that, they
propose to participate in the cultural
sessions as writers and journalists.
I appeal to the Government to review
the decision regarding these visitors
from South India. Today is the 17th.
I ask the Government to review the
position and grant them visas so that
we may have them in our midst on
Friday or Saturday. Visitors of this
type from other countries should not
be discriminated against in any way.
Visitors from Europe are allowed to
come here freely. Next month or
the month after next, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi proposes to come here as our
guest. Are you going to apply the
same discriminatory criterion in her
case ?

Def. 98, SHI BN WO . (e'E

8'y)

((@@ GTOW. GTLD. (@mr&mxrmﬁé;an&-—r 1ty
L)

(Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam—Paddi-

ruppu)
She is a Hindi-speaking North
Indian.

8. »IS DO Own.

(Bm. . paurgerin)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I wish to endorse all the remarks
made by the hon. Second Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman)
in connection with the right of
citizens of this country to go abroad.
At the same time I want to empha-
size that we should not create.an iron
curtain in this country. ndWeashould
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not create an impression outside
that we have something to conceal
from the outside world. That we
are doing by preventing foreign
visitors from coming to this country.

ob & 8. ¢ B

(Qaaroey &. 1F. 19 Hvar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I listened to the hon. Member for

Galle this morning on the Press

- Commission. We have had an interim

report. As you are aware the
Government considered the report
and it has decided to publish it. The
report will be available in a short
time. The present difficulty is that
we did not receive the report in the
official language, and when a copy is
received it will be published.

The hon. Member for Galle, in
spite of all his experience, thought
that the Government would do some-
thing without telling the House.

owy. 98, 8. &Hdcw» Q.

(Dan. Cz. erib. 1§. rreyrger)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

48 qed c® D 6O weEed
830292500 @88unY WMEC s WG
25830 By V9 WE®De, O gtfesE @
By O EHBDe BHEE,

G&él . &, < @G"@a

(Qaorrey &. 1F. 9 Govaur)

(Hon. C. P. de Silva)

What will happen is this. The
Government has decided to print the
report and also to examine certain
sections of the report. For what-
ever we decide to do other than this
we will have to come to this House
first. As you are aware the press has
been canvassing with regard to the
things that have been said. Four
points have been made ; one is to set
up a Press Council, and the others
are about three ways of dealing with
the existing press. As you are
aware not one of those recommenda-
tions..can be carried out without a
Bilb being passed by Parliament.
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Swddm @
oy, 8. 8. SH&dny » e,
(8. Gs. erib. (5. TregrFer)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

Jgo e520e28, 8 qgned o8
g8 o&s I HIGD G@Hned ek
BDEDEF axl®m ed cn®@sxs’ 83
DO o €@ @by BeNEd oD
OB B FDed ADeW eI BHGER.

o & 8. ¢ 8CDH

(Qaorray &. 7. y Heveur)

(Fhe Hon. €. Plde Silva)

g Déien o §OB @eT VEw DI
e WDEE . B QEBLsY
DD 686 @ sewsy Sohcws'
AB cIA®Ie Do YIDE B
BDh Wweg . GO @& ACW
Boemnws oG DHBmyd ¢dY ans) BE.
T 800® 2dm1ed 2188w Hw 6=eD
WO Dewm o S 96
ACHY » Bbenw DE. QOB @7 ACEw
Few Be»d, eJPusy senmz
QE8uny Wésy¥®m. A %EC®'
cdx) uemmw ©w@dm s @
oD 952 BRBO AW DET®
.

Nothing can be done with regard to
the recommendations of the report
without a Bill being passed in Parlia-
ment. Nothing can be done behind
the back of this House. I fail to un-
derstand the hon. Member for Galle
talking so much about this matter.

The other point raised is about the
question of travel. There is a U.N.
standard. I do not know in how many
other countries travel facilities for a
person to leave the country and come
back are as lenient as in Ceylon. In
fact they are tougher than in Ceylon.
The ability of a citizen to leave the
country and come back is much
restricted in certain countries than in
Ceylon even when conditions ir
Ceylon are at its worst.

@ B®BY .

(8. Qaarioer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

This story of toughness is only in
regard to exchange. '
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o & 8. ¢ B

(Qaarra &#. 9. 19 RAevaur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Hon, Prime Minister has given
a full account on this matter in the
cther place.

O sY s
((Qﬁ Qs erirer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Please answer the arguments that
were raised here.

ofK 8 8. ¢ B

(Qsorrey &. (7. 19 Aeveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I am sure every point will be
answered. I was trying to answer
the point raised by the hon. Member
tor Galle about the press.

On the question of travel curbs the
Hon. Prime Minister has given a full
account ; she has stated the reasons
why she had to take certain decisions.
Those decisions were not of a bureau-
crat or any official ; the decision is
her’s as Prime Minister.

Gg. &3 3.45

CWM™HIVBY e

(B. Casrier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

It does not matter who did it.

a& & 8. ¢ B>

(Qaerrey #. 1F. . Sovar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

But she gave reasons: she gave
the incidents that forced her to take

those steps, whether you agree with
them or not.

SWBDOBY B
(ﬁ@ GlgerLoer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Shall we give the names of the
people involved?—[Interruption. |
She did not mention the names. Shall
I mention the names ?

ad VY RDE
(Qsarrar oywmssBeri )
(Hon. Members)
Mention the names.
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(Qserrasr sarpl@ erer. erh. QUGTrTr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Mr. Chairman, as one who has been
listening to most of the speeches from
morning, may I reply to some of the
points raised ? The first point is in
regard to the presence of the Hon.
Prime Minister in this House. May
I quite frankly say that I could not
agree with the hon. Members more
about the Hon. Prime Minister being
in this House. I have myself express-
ed the desirability of the Hon. Prime
Minister being in this House; but
this is a decision which she herself
must take, and the Cabinet thought
that that was a matter which
should be left to her to decide. I
think it is fair to say that most of
the Members of the Cabinet have
expressed to her that it would be
very good if arrangements could be
made for her to be present in this
House.

With regard to the question of
newspapers and the fear of the press
being taken over by the Government,
I believe my Hon. Friend and Col-
league, the Leader of the House, has
already explained to some extent
what the position is. In this connec-
tion, I want to remove some of the
wrong ideas that some of the hon.
Members have expressed so far as
my party is concerned. If hon. Mem-
bers will take their minds back to the
beginning of this Parliament they
will remember that when we joined
with the Government we agreed on
that occasion that the monopoly of
the press must be broken. I believe
a number of hon. Members 'of the
Opposition, too, agreed with us that
it was desirable to break the mono-
poly of the press' that now exists,
particularly because a number of
individuals, one or two families, have
been able to get a complete monopoly
of the press, turn and twist facts and
publish utter lies and falsehoods,
including this matter which the hon.
Member for Welimada mentioned—
the so-called discussion that we had
in the Cabinet on this question of the
press. We certainly had a discussion
on this question but what we decided
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really as a definte matter was the
publication as early as possible of the
interim report of the Press Commis-
sion. That is a firm decision that was
taken at that emergency Cabinet
meeting that was summoned.

8. 8, q!a& c@@a%am ®ca.
(@@ o, (. %%ﬂ'r. @5633?‘6115‘{;560?’)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Newspapers have already pub-
lished it.

oG &l Y. D8. cucds

(Qaserrar seorp s erer. erub. QuGrar)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Exactly, the newspapers have
already published it, but my Friend,
the hon. Member for Avissawella,
was not prepared to accept the news-
paper report. He had that lack of
confidence in the newspapers and he
now asks us to believe these news-
papers.—[Interruption.] The deci-
sion has been taken, but you cannot
just publish it like that. We have
handed it over to the printers; the
translation is being done and as soon
as the translation is ready, all three
reports will be tabled here and the
permission of this House will be
obtained for the purpose of publish-
ing it as a Sessional Paper. That is
the normal procedure that has to be
adopted.—[Interruption.] I do not
know what he means by “ publish it
tomorrow.” The hon. Member must
know that it takes some time —
[Interruption.] The newspapers can
do things which the Government can-
not do. Obviously, we have got to
get the permission of this House to
publish the report. The Cabinet can
come to a decision, but then the
report has got to be translated before
it can be tabled in this House—
[Interruption.] That is not fair;
that is not correct.

8. 3, . 9MIERD .

(8. to. 1. oyi. @ewreur ger)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Isi4hat a new procedure ?
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a& @B 9. DO. cueld
(Qsorres ST /fG 6rer. GrLb. QuGrar)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

No. The report will have to be
tabled in this House, and with the
sanction of the House it will be
published and issued.

ded. D8, SHs BN DS .

(8. erew. orib. @rmaivrentléaih)

(Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam)

How did the newspapers get the
report?

o el D5Y. DO. euedd
(Qserreas serplfG erer. erib. QuGrmrr)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is one of the reasons why we
want to control these "newspapers.
They use various devices which are
very  questionable.  Questionable
devices are used by the newspapers
in order to get at reports.

So hon. Members need not have
any fears about this matter. The
report is being published. That is
the firm decision taken, and when
that report is published, I have not
the slightest doubt that public
opinion on this matter will be con-
sidered by the Cabinet. But, mean-
while, we intend to take action on
our own in the sense of coming to
definite decisions with regard to the
recommendations of the commission.

I do not know why hon. Members
are unnecessarily agitated about this
report because the Bill that will be
fashioned will come before this
House for consideration. Without
legislation nothing can be effected.
We cannot control or do anything
with the Press unless we have special
legislation for the purpose. For that
legislation we will come before the
House. Then hon. Members will have
a full opportunity of expressing their
points of view with regard to the Bill.

I think it is necessary to point out
that there are two types of commis-
sions that are set up by the
Governor-General. First of all, you
get the type of commission dike the
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Bribery Commission where a motion
has to be moved in this House.
Actually, a Member moved a Motion
and got the commission set up as a
result. In such a case it 1s not un-
usual for the Government to canvass
the opinion of hon. Members of :his
House before any action is taken.
But most commissions are really set
up for the purpose of advising the
Government as to its own policy. In
the case of the Press Commission,
quite apart from any discussion here

~which is not obligatory, we can come

to our own conclusions and place the
necessary legislation before the
House for its decision. And that is
most likely to happen in this
particular case.

The hon. First Member for
Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jayewar-
dene) talked about haste in
legislation with regard to controlling
the press. I do not know about haste.
The first intimation that the Govern-
ment wanted to take some action
with regard to the press was given
four years back. So there has been
no haste at all. There has been, if
anything, undue delay on the part of
the Government to take the necessary
steps.

c&. @d. SwuddAm» Dw.
(Sm. Cop. oyi. spweuid ser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Not haste, but waste.

ad mnle Y. DO. cuedl
(Qzerres soorfG erer. erib. QuUGrrm)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
Neither haste nor waste.

&, Y sny S
(Blm. a. rg@5s)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake)
Waste of time.

oS Gl VY. . el
(Osorrer sarf G erer. erb. QuGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

No. This is the major question at
issue, apart from the question of
fisheries on which the Hon. Minister
of Agriculture will give the point of
view ‘of'the Government,

T CRE—me W e W e =
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DR D 8@l ommd .

(8. oriear Fwr&Qsry.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

What are your views about the
matter ?

ad a8 Y. 8. cueddh
(Qsorres srfif erer. erib. QuCrer)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I .believe the hon. Member said
that there is Cabinet responsibility
for everything. Of course, there is
Cabinet responsibility. What is the
meaning of Cabinet responsibility ?
It does not mean, therefore, that I
know about all the details that take
place in the Ministry of Agriculture,
or that every time a question on
agriculture or lands is raised I must
get up and make an authoritative
pronouncement. No. Cabinet res-
ponsibility means that we take
responsibility for the decisions. But
the question that arose was some-
thing about which my hon. Friend,
the Parliamentary Secretary for De-
fence and External Affairs had more
intimate knowledge. Therefore I
think it proper that that matter be

taken up under that particular Head

so that he would be in a better
position to give you all the details
that I would not have in the
circumstances. That is the only
reason why I said the Hon. Minister
was going to explain.

SO e,

(8. Gsearier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Here, the principles are at stake.

a& @l Y. 99, cuc¥s

(Qserrey srf G erer. erib. QuGrmr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

You will get all the answers you
want when the Hon. Minister speaks.

. oY shwan S
(Bm. o reemuss)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake)

What about the Prime Minister’s
statement in the Senate.

5—aols 82 (64/8)
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A& @ O, 8. cucds
(Cserres soorfG) erer. erwv. QuGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

It was on the Prime Minister’s
statement made in the Senate that
my good Friend the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Defence and External Affairs was
going to speak in explanation.

SO Dcan.
(8@ Qsearier)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Was that statement discussed in
the Cabinet ?

a& @& Y. 8. cuelsh
(Osorres sarfg g erar. erb. QuUGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

No. The Prime Minister’s state-

ment is not a statement by the
Cabinet. :

@5 Dem.

(8. Qaerwsr)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It was not discussed ?

DG @8 Y. 98, cueds,

(Qsorrar sarflf erer. erib. QuCrrr,

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is an administrative matter.
This is not a matter of policy. You
do not need any legislation for the
purpose. This is a matter that has
been done administratively and the

Hon. Minister will explain the
position.

o0& 5 BDbccny

(Qzorres omassenr emeur)

(An hon. Member)

Will he also pass on the baby ?

& Ofed. @8, Rdesed DT 5 ca2
(Cserrar ers. gy, Lwiow LIGRT LT T 5T &a5 )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Nebabies to pass, Sir!
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[0b Ofd. qud. Bdwed RET S 5% |

I think all the questions raised
under the Prime Minister’s Vote
have been already dealt with, except-
ing possibly just one, and therefore
I propose in the course of my speech
now to talk only about that one. I
do not propose to talk about the
control of the press, about which the
Hon. Minister of Finance has already
told hon. Members of the House that
we have been thinking about it for
four years. If I may be permitted
to state it somewhat differently, I
think we have been talking for four
years about the take-over of the
press and not the control of the
press. The Hon. Leader of the
House also answered most of the
other questions and now we are left
with the comments and criticisms of
hon. Members of the House in
regard to the Prime Minister’s
speech made, I think, on the 4th of
August in the Senate.

Sir, as far as this statement is con-
cerned, I would like to analyze the
criticisms levelled against us and
against the policy statement con-
tained in the Prime Minister’s
speech, and break it up into the
different component parts and try to
deal with it in some sort of order.

Firstly, we must consider the law
under which the restrictions have
been made, and secondly we must
try to ascertain exactly what the
restrictions are; thirdly, we must
try to ascertain what the policy is
that is sought to be followed ;
fourthly, we have got to consider the
criticisms against that policy.

The law in this matter is con-
tained in the Immigration and Emi-
gration Act, No. 20 of 1948, as
amended by this Parliament by Act
No. 68 of 1961. Under Section 48 of
this law, there is a regulation
giving power in regard to certain
specific matters, and these regula-
tions were in fact approved by Par-
liament, by the Senate and by the
House of Representatives, on 24th
February 1956, vide  Gazette
No. 10,896 containing the rules on
this matter —[Interruption,| Let me
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explain in the order in which I want
to explain. I do not think it is fair
for hon. Members to say that they
want the explanation and then
criticize sentence by sentence.

The position is that under the law,
if I may state it briefly, there is
power given to the Minister in
charge, who is the Hon. Prime
Minister in this case, to do certain
things by herself and through her
own officers. The regulation pro-
vides for what is described as a
‘ competent authority’, including a
number of officials of different rank
and status within the Ministry,
within the Department of Immigra-
tion and Emigration and also in
Foreign Missions abroad, who are
vested with powers under these
regulations. One of the regulations
is, as the hon. Second Member for
Colombo Central repeated twice, the

power to refuse passports. Another
power is the power to cancel
endorsements.

There is provision under Section 43
to the effect that where the Minister
has issued special directions, it is
possible to issue them in respect of
any person. That does not mean
they are individual applications,
because as a matter of statutory
interpretation the hon. Member
knows as well as I do that the use of
the singular includes the plural.

g . 4
SO BY Dem.

(B Oserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)
Issued to individuals undoubtedly.

o& Ofed. @l Vwtd DTTNdN6D
(Q@orre 6ri. Qi L UIGN LIRT LTI 5Tl )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It does not mean individual
applications. I say, the hon. Mem-
ber knows as well as I do that the
singular here is used for the plural
t:;11}11’1(:1t he still cannot make anything of

at.

Q@DOBY e,

(85 Qaeriner)

(Mr. Keuneman)

If a man has not applied for a pass-
port how can you refuse him ?
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o ofd. @d. Do ATTWENwD

(Qsersreu eTLi. QY. LW LIGHT LT T 5T I&S )

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The provision is, if you make a
direction that no passport or emer-
gency certificate or identity certificate
shall be issued in respect of any
person, the competent authority or
the prescribed officer, as the case may
be, shall refuse to issue a passport.
That is what the law says.

QROBY D w5 emnd .
(Baw. eriigr &wrsQsry. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

Never mind the law.—[Interrup-
tion.] |

sy Des.

(8@ Qaerweir)

(Mr. Keuneman)

An application must be made and
you must refuse that application.

o ofe. @& e ATTNdNwD

(Qaerrar 6Tl QY- LU LIGTL TTFTILI&GS)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Nothing is said here about an
application being made or about the
Minister’s refusal. What the section
says is——

8, 8. @d. 9ddAn V.
(Bop. . T . @ewreanrger)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

You cannot refuse unless an appli-
cation is made.

oé Ofed. @l wne AEWNdsnwd
(Qserrar 6TLI. QpT. L_UWIGW LIGHTLTT BTII&GES)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It may be that the Prime Minister
can issue a direction that no passport
shall be issued in regard to any per-
son. Even if it is applied for it shail
be refused.

It does not mean that the appli-
cation must come first and a
congideration must follow thereafter.
In a judicial sense it does not follow
at all. What the section provides is
quite clear. Quite rightly, as the hon.
Second Member for Colombo Central
stated, there is a power to refuse pass-
ports ; then there is alsozcd bislipht
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power in relation to refusing endorse-
ments on passports.

Now there is no rule or limitation in
this statute prescribing the condi-
tions under which a discretion, which
is described as an absolute discre-
tion should be exercised in this
matter. There 1s no provision
at all in the Ordinance or the
Regulation—you can take that from
me as correct—limiting in any
way the power of authority or
stating the circumstances under
which this power should or should
not be exercised. There are many
statutes in which powers are limited,
equally statutes in which powers
are not specific or set out. In cases
like that one must consider what the
principle is in accordance with which
that power is exercised. Does it mean
that the power is not to be exercised?
Or, does it mean in each individual
case it must be exercised judicially,
or does it mean it must be judicially
exercised in accordance with any
particular set of rules territorial or
extra-territorial, or United Nations or
anything like that ? One has to con-
sider a principle where a statute
provides the power. Power, mind
you, is not arrogated by the Prime
Minister to herself or by the Minis-
ters or by the Department itself. The
power is created by this very Parlia-
ment. The power created is not out-
side the Parliament as it is sought to
be suggested, but it is the power con-
ceived by the very laws which we
ourselves have enacted, the power
which we have created without any
words of limitation, without any
limitations whatsoever as far as the
exercise of the discretion . is
concerned.

In that situation how is that dis-
cretion exercised ? How is that dis-
cretion exercised in any statute?
Where the word ‘may’ is used and
the discretion is given to the public
officer in regard to the manner of its
exercise it depends, as I understand,
on policy. Otherwise, we fall back at
times upon the policy of the Govern-
ment of the time. But, whatever it
may be, that policy normally means
that it is not a question of deciding
eachindividual case but a general
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[k f. @l Bud QeT &dsnkm]

set of principles is either laid down
or evolved in themselves in the course
of time, in accordance with which
individual applications are dealt
with within tne framework of the dis-
cretion created by tne statute, even
though the statuie does not create
words of limitation in regard to the
manner of 1ts exercise. In these cir-
cumstances the Hon. Prime Minister
is surely legitimately entitled to lay
down the policy for her officers in
regard to tne manner in which these
discretions legally vested in her are
to be exercised. 1t is incorrect surely
to say that the Prime Minister should
not do so. Whether her policy is cor-
rect or not is a different question.
But quite apart from whether her
policy 1s a correct policy or a wrong
policy, her right to determine policy
1S a question on which we must not
confuse ourselves in the course of the
argument in regard to the rignts and
wrongs of it. So in this instance,
so tar as I am aware as Parliamentary
Secretary, the policy consists
largely o1 a set of precedents, of cases,
inaividual cases that have come up
from time to time in the Immigration
Department as well as in the Ministry
in regard to which orders have been
made irom time to time. Sometimes
these orders have been changed, cir-
culars have been issued and one or
two particular instances of the exer-
cise of this question of policy have
now come up for discussion in this
House, and 1t is the correctness of
those items of policy with which we
are really concerned now in the
discussion.

_ The questions raised now briefly,
if I may take them in some order, are
these. Firstly, is it correct to insist
that where a person already has a
passport he should be required to ob-
tain a clearance ? That was one of the
questions, as I understood, which
came up in the course of the discus-
sion. The second matter is, where a
person holds a passport and seeks to
go to a foreign country, should there
be a cancellation of the existing en-
dorsements on that passport ? The
third question raised is, should there
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or should there not be a pre-deter-
mination by the Ministry, or any
exercise of the discretion by the
Ministry, where an invitation pro-
ceeds from a foreign source to a
Ceylon national ? Should there be any
sort of interposition of the Govern-
ment of Ceylon in such a case ? Those
are generally the cases that have been
raised under the general term
“travel curbs ” giving the impression
that no one can leave this country. In
other words, under this generic sense,
these are, I understand, the main
questions in regard to which the
policies adopted by the Hon. Prime
Minister are under attack and have
been the subject of criticism both in
the papers as well as in the House.

In regard to the criticism in the
papers, the Hon. Prime Minister has
given an answer which is contained in
the Senate Hansarp of 4th August,
1964, commencing at column 437 and
continuing till column 450. A sugges-
tion has been thrown out in the
course of the discussion here during
the Committee stage of Head 2 that
these are some ideas that have been
put into her head by somebody else.
The suggestion has been made in the
course of various speeches that some-
body has inspired the declaration of
policy which really does not cons-
titute the Prime Minister’s policy.—
[Interruption]. The suggestion has
been made, I do not know. No one has
specified who the somebody is. I can
only quote what the Hon. Prime
Minister has stated at column 450:

“The formulation of policy in regard
to matters coming within the purview
of my Ministry devolves on me, and not
on any officials. In carrying out these
policies I want to make it quite clear,
beyond any doubt whatsoever, that no
officials of my Ministry or of a Depart-
ment under my Ministry have taken
action, execept on my authority and
instructions ”—[OFFICIAL REPORT, SENATE,
4th August, 1964 ; Vol. 20, c. 452.]

I am in a position to inform hon.
Members of this House that that
statement as far as this declaration
of policy is concerned is completely
correct. The Hon. Prime Minister has
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said that she decides these matters.—
[Interruption.] I am not in a posi-
tion to talk about declaration of poli-
cies unconnected with matters which
I have personal knowledge of. As far
as this is concerned, I know from my
personal knowledge that this is
correct and literally correct in rela-
tion to these questions which are now
before us.

Now let us take this question of
policy.

S5 cd.

(Bm. Qaarwsr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

It makes the situation worse.

ob ofc’. @8, Rdesed oY ey

(Q&orrey oTL1. QYT L LIGN LIGHTL T T FTUI&GS )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not making the situation
worse or better or what you consider
worse or better. I am concerned with
informing hon. Members of this
House of the factual position in
regard to the matters under debate
and I consider it my duty to inform
hon. Members of the House parti-
cularly when they insist on making
statements so as to suggest one way
or the other that ideas have been sort
of interpolated by someone else or
that there is somebody else behind
the scene manipulating policy. I
think it is only correct that I should
draw hon. Members’ attention to the
last paragraph of the Hon. Prime
Minister’s statement.

“Let us take the particular questions
of policy one by one. The first question
is in regard to the matter of clearance.
Up to the year 1962,

While I was functioning as Minister
of Finance of this Government, com-
mencing from July 1960, I must state
that I also functioned as the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of
Defence and External Affairs. During
this period, it is quite true that gene-
rally whatever restrictions that
existed upon travel were restrictions
that were imposed through exchange
control and through exchange
control only.
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The hon. Second Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Keuneman),
said in the course of his speech that
I had once said that I did not wish
to disclose the regulations I had
made. That is true; I did say that.
I particularly said that I have no
objection at all if he or any other
hon. Members of this House, if they
so wish, knowing them, but I did not
wish it to be a public document
because the rules were so formulat-
ed, and in some way .so liberally
formulated, that persons who were
interested in evading the rules might
find loopholes to do so if it had been
declared a public document and open
for inspection in the way proposed.
I did not keep anything from the
hon. Second Member for Colombo
Central and he will recall that T did
say this at that time in answer to his
question.—[Interruption. ]

In regard to that I may say
straightway that there is no regula-
tion which requires that policy
should be passed by the House. It is
only regulations that are made under
the statute that require or need to be
passed by the House. The question
of policy does not require approval
of the House ; there is an absolute
discretion existing on the manner of
exercising that discretion and it does
not require any legislative approval
according to law.

eV 5Y cs.

(8. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

You have to table it in the House.

ad ofdd. 8. e LTI NED
(Q@er ey oTLs. QY. L WG LIGHTL T T BTiI&5)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Not necessarily. It is really a
method of exercising exchange con-
trol changes from time to time; it
must be uniform and it must not
vary in any individual case. During
the period 1960 to 1962, these regula-
tions were there and they may have
been harsh, and there might have
been difficulties as a result of these
regulations but I do not know of one
single instance where allegations of
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[@& . 8 Bae” deFdéznem]
discrimination were alleged either
against the Finance Minister or any
subordinate officer of the Exchange
Control Department in regard to the
manner in which they exercised
their control and discretion in the
policy adopted at that time. I am
not saying that the rules were not
harsh or that they did not cause any
hardships but although people grum-
bled not one single allegation was
made of any difference in the treat-
ment or of alterations made in the
exercise of these rules or that they
were wrongly exercised. No attempt
was made up to 1962 tp limit or to
use the apparatus of the Immigration
Department as a means of limiting
in any way foreign exchange control
either with a view to conserving
them or for any other purpose. In
- other words, the problem of deciding
whether a particular trip or journey
was necessary, whether a particular
illness required treatment abroad,
whether a particular course of
studies was worthwhile and would
be of benefit to the country or the
determination whether attendance at
a particular conference was neces-
sary, all these were administered by
means of exchange control during
this period.

The question of immigration rules
being used for refusal of a passport
or cancellation of an endorsement as
a method did not operate. It is true
that during that period one of the
rules which was in force was that if
anybody wanted to receive a gift
ticket or a plane ticket or a sea
ticket he had to obtain exchange
control authorization by means of a
document which, I think, came to be
known as the ‘P’ form. It is also
correct that in the case of foreign
tickets given or invitations extended
by foreign organizations the method
of control adopted was for the Ex-
change Controller to satisfy that
there was no chance of a compensa-
tion deal or compensatory deal by
some person involved.
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(Blap. Csarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Once the automatic clearance was
given by the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs, the Exchange Con-
trol issues the ‘P’ form. -

ad ofed. @l Detd AHRWdsNw

(Qaerras 6Ty QY. L uIow LIGRTL_TTBTilds )

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am now talking of the procedure
adopted in 1962 and before 1962. I
am talking of the period prior to
1962. Clearance did not come into it
but every single form of control

exercised through the Exchange
Control that was adopted was
correct. There were controls, they

were rigid, and they were exercised
through the Exchange Control with-
out any complaints of discrimination.

&g, 0. 4.15

Now I will come to the period
after 1962. After 1962 it was decided
by the Hon. Prime Minister—I am
not quite certain of the exact date
wwhen that decision was taken;
but it was at some point of time
afterwards—that the machinery of
the Department of Immigration and
Emigration should also come into
this transaction for a number of
reasons. The reasons she has
already stated in the statement she
made to the Senate. Whether hon.
Members agree with it or not is not
the point. If she could not con-
vince hon. Members with her argu-
ments and her reasons I very much
doubt that anything I could say
would convince them.

SAPVEY Des.

(8. Qsarer)

(Mr. Keitneman)

The speech made in the Senate is
an attempt to justify further changes.

o ofd. @l Ve AHHSTNED
(Qaserras ere). DT L_wen LIGRTL_T I BTILI&GS )

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

_ There are reasons given not merely
In relation to the circular of June
11th; there are reasons given
generally in regard to the need for
exXercising control—at columns 439
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and 440 of the “uncorrected”
HansarRD—and she deals with ex-
change control problems and ques-
tions of maintenance abroad and
various other things. There are
declarations and statements here
about the reasons for using passport
and emigration control as a method
of travel restriction. Whether those
arguments are good, bad or indiffer-
ent, I do not propose to argue them
here because I do not think

8. 8. @d. 9ddls dw.

(8. w. G i @GR H6IT)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
Columns 448 and 449.

ob& Off. @b, Ao ATTSINRD
(Qserrey ertl. QHT. LG LIGHTL_T T BTUI&S )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I think there she is talking of the
earlier restrictions, the general
principle of restrictions through
passport control. I will come to
that in a moment. If the Hon.
Prime Minister’s reasons do not
commend themselves to hon. Mem-
bers I do not think there is any point
in hon. Members asking me: “Do
you agree with those views?” or
“What are your personal views
about this ?” It is as pointless hon.
Members asking the Hon. Minister
of Finance for his views or asking
the views of the Hon. Minister of
Land as it is for me to ask the views
of the Hon. Minister of Labour. By
doing that you are not going to solve
anything.

These are the views of the Hon.
Prime Minister for which, as the
Hon. Minister of Finance said, we
take collective responsibility. I am
merely restating those views. If
those reasons did not appeal to the
hon. Members when they came from
the mouth of the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter in the Senate, I very much
doubt whether I could add anything
to the reasons by giving them from
my mouth in this House, asking the
Members to pay any greater heed or
attention to those reasons—[Inter-
ruption]. I entirely endorse what the
Hor. Minister of Financeistated
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cmOBY D,
(B . QaorLLer )
(Mr. Keuneman)

She said it in the Senate; she is
not here to answer.

8. 8. @l eeil® .
(Sm. o 7. - @R U S )
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
She has had four years—

DEONOD Ded.

(D sLy@srd Ba)

(Mr. Kapukotuwa)

When will she come here?

od ofed. @b, Dwed ALWHEPHED
(QaorTes 6TLI. Y. LW LI L_IT T FTUISS )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am afraid I am not a prophet and
I never resort to making predictions
unlike your leader.

aé 05 BDéecwy
(Qserrer oms s Geui GHeUT )
(An hon. Member)

Have you asked her ?

o Ofef. @8, dotd ATTNIINED
(QaorTey 6TLI. QY- L_LISH LIGHLTTFTULIES)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

All of us have urged her to
consider the matter. As the Hon.
Minister of Finance properly stated
it is a matter for her to decide and
we very properly have Ileft the
decision to her. I entirely endorse
the views of the Hon. Minister of
Finance on that matter and I have
really nothing to add to it.

SOy .
(8. Ozersr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

She made the speech in the Senate
anddthere is no one to defend it here,
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o 2fd. @d. D TN rnwk
(Casorrey 6TLl. QYi. L_wieh LIGT LTI BTUI&GS)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am not defending anything, What
is the defence required ? You asked
me what are the reasons for the
actions of the Hon. Prime Minister.
She has stated the reasons herself
and all I can say is that I do not
think that I can more effectively
state her reasons than she has stated
them already. '

DB BY .

(8. @serwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

It is one thing the Hon. Prime
Minister making a statement in the
Senate and giving her reasons, but
unfortunately she is not here and
cannot take part in the Debate on
the justification or otherwise of the
reasons. There are certain Ministers
here who pass the buck and the
Minister on whom the buck finally
falls gets up and say: “I cannot
express the reasons better than the
Hon. Prime Minister”. We do not
have the Hon. Prime Minister to ask
* and we do not have a Minister who
will defend what they say there or
who are generally responsible.

ad ofd. @d. Ve LM NwD

(Qsormes 6Tis. Qi L_wiew LI LTI BTII&S )

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I can understand hon. Members’
criticisms if the Hon. Prime Minister
had not made a statement. A state-
ment has in fact been made and hon.
Members cannot say that there was
- no person to explain the reasons
given by the Hon. Prime Minister.
The Hon. Prime Minister has made
her position abundantly clear by
giving her reasons which hon.
Members mav consider good, bad or
indifferent. But once these reasons
are given hon. Members cannot turn
round and say that there is no one
here to defend them. I am doing
nothing else; I am defending those
reasons. If you tell me that you are
iust not going to accept her reasons
I do not see what there is I can do
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about it. I do not think that even
the Hon. Prime Minister coming here
could state in her own words the
reasons any better than she has
already stated in the Senate. That
criticism woulld have been fairer if
the Hon. Prime Minister had made
no statement at all.

0. BOE®HOESR .

(8. orib. Seu@ gibLirih)

(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

It is different if the Prime Minister
had obtained the views of the
Members.

ad ofed. @b, dwed ALTdmnam

(Q@orres eris. Dy L_wew LI L T Fruids)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Statements made here are made
known to her. She reads them in
the Hansarp and in the newspapers
and I myself bring them to her
notice. But whether the Prime
Minister will change her views in
accordance with the persuasions of
the hon. Member for Uduppiddi, I
am unable to say. I shall do my level
best as an advocate to present to her
the views of the hon. Member for
Uduppiddi, and I sincerely hope that
they will produce some results. It
is not fair to argue that the Prime
Minister’s absence here makes a
difference in a situation where she
declares her policy in very -clear
terms and with reasons.

SWBIDBY s,

(8w Gsearwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

There is not a single Minister who
cares to defend the Prime Minister !

o ofes. @8, Dwed ATwdsNcw:
(Qaersas ore. QYT+ LIS LIGTL_T T FTUIES )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I stand completely and abide by
the reasons given by the Prime
Minister. I am doing nothing but
defending her. If I was not defend-
ing I would be seated down. I am
seeking to defend and explain the
facts inthe proper order,
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@AY .

(Bp. Qseriner)
(Mr. Keuneman)

He is holding the bridge when all
but he has fled !

od Ofd. @l Awd NN

(Qaerrar erii. . L_wion LIGHTL T BT II&S )

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The hon. Second Member for
Colombo Central knows very well
that 1——" '

RN .

(8. Qsarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

He is a good orator !

aé& dfd. @8 Do AFWMSsnweD
(Qaorras 6ril. QY. LI LIGHT LT BTIL&S)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I prefer to be Horatius than the
boy who stood on the burning deck !

I was coming to the immediate
problems arising from the different
cases that were brought before the
House in relation to the circular of
11th June 1964. In regard to the case
of the hon. Member for Panadura of
which I have personal knowledge, I
stated the facts by way of an inter-
ruption when the hon. Second
Member for Colombo Central was on

his feet. I re-affirm the facts.
They are perfectly correct, the
facts as I stated them. The Hon.

C. P. de Silva did permit the hon.
Member for Panadura to go.—[Inter-
ruption]. I can only speak to my part
of the transaction. Whether the hon.
Member for Panadura was nominated
by an outside body or not I cannot
say. The hon. Member for Panadura
did not tell me that. I am not aware
of that. Hon. C. P. de Silva nominated
the hon. Member for Panadura on
behalf of the Government of Ceylon.

@D O5Y @ca.
(8. Gaarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Was an invitation made to the
Government of Ceylon ?

ad ofd. ®d. Bkl AWM
(Qsermes arLl. %’ﬁff‘. L_UIGW LIGRTL_IT T 5T U1 )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Must have been.

6—arals 82 (64/8)
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Then, as far as the travel question
is concerned, the first question I
should like to deal with is whether
there was differential treatment
extended to the hon. Member for
Panadura. As far as the passport
endorsements were concerned he
raised the problem with me. He
had wvarious endorsements, namely,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and various
other countries.

eDO5Y Des.

(8. Qsearwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Including U. S. S. R.

ad Ofd. @d. RVwid DTSN
(Q@erreay 6ris. Qyi. L w6 LIGHT LT Bril&s )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I think so. But he had to go to the
Immigration Department once again
because Cuba was not among the
endorsements. When he went there
he was told that in accordance with
the current policy foreign missions
have been instructed that they
should not issue endorsements to any
countries, where additional endorse-
ments are asked for by Ceylon
citizens, except to the country of
destination and to the countries they
pass en route. They have been
instructed by circular issued by the
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs on the authority of the Prime
Minister, to my knowledge, about a
month earlier and in consequence of
that circular the Immigration Depart-
ment as a matter of policy told the
hon. Member for Panadura, “ If you
want us to extend the passport to
Cuba then we will leave Cuba and
U. S. S. R. on it and cut off all other
endorsements. ” “If that is so” said
the hon. Member for Panadura “I
withdraw my application. I do not
want to lose the endorsements I have
got on my passport. I am appealing
to you to look into the matter
further”. And on that appeal I
went into the matter on the following
day. There were, I think, two days
for the hon. Member for Panadura to
leave. I looked into it and thought
that the circular addressed to the
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[a& Ofef. & Doed ek ;S N6 ]

foreign missions might be applicable
only to persons who had already left
Ceylon, taken passports and gone to
a foreign mission abroad and there-
after applied for visas to new
countries or extended endorsements.

eD»OsY ca.

(5. Qaearwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Very quick thinking !
ad Ofed. 8. Dewed DTTNIsNwN

(Qsermay 6TLl. QY. L_Liew LIGHTL_TTFTL&GS)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I took the view that there was no
direction by the Prime Minister to
the Department of Immigration and
Emigration in respect of the cancella-
tion of endorsements in passports.

I appreciated that there were all
manner of difficulties arising from
this decision, particularly in the
matter of consistency, and for that
very reason I directed that the policy
as laid down by me during that short
period, should be followed, until the
Hon. Prime Minister came back and
réconsidered the whole question.

I believe, Sir, she is now going into
the whole question in consequence of
my minute, and she has told me that
she would be taking up the question
for discussion, with me also present—
the question of restrictions of
endorsements for travel abroad.

g.6%. 4.25

YrusNiLd 37 Y
(stvens sri@h oymsssea)
(The Presiding Member)

Order, please ! Mr. R. S. V. Poulier
will now take the Chair.

go&ER W qTad ofd. 884 gouw
ewsy QO Bown, @8. . 3. exdGuwd,
Qumm, 8B 8. &, gwunéid Ja.

o Ofd, @wd. dwed dTWSN0
(Qserras eris. Qi Lwien LIGHT LTI BTULISSE)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
There is the second case which was

mentioned, of the hon. Memher for
Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia, in regard to a
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trip he did recently to Japan. I am
afraid I do not know the circum-
stances of the invitation or the name
of the irade union organization that
invited him, whether the invitation
came to the Government of Ceylon
or whether it went to him direct. I
am afraid those are matters not
within my personal knowledge.

But I shall say this. One might ask
the question why his passport was
treated any differently from that of
the hon. Member for Panadura, in
that no suggestion was ever made of
a cancellation of the endorsement.
The answer is that, funnily enough,
under the existing rules—and this is
one of the anomalies I referred to—
we come across these cases where, if
you do not.ask for a new endorse-
ment, you do not have to take your
passport to Passport Control at all,
if you are in possession of a ticket
which has been approved.

I believe the attack against that
ticket being issued was on a different
basis. I am merely explaining this
anomaly for the information of hon.
Members of the House although it is
only indirectly connected with it. -
The remarkable position is that if the
hon. Member for Panadura had
wanted to go to Hungary or Russia
or some other country for which he
already had an endorsement, he
need never have gone there and his
endorsements would have remained
intact. But because he wanted to go
to a country which was not on the
list of endorsements, he ran the risk
of his other endorsements being
cancelled.

eD®O5Y Des,

( 'Q@ Qs eriver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am personally aware of a number
of cases where persons going only to
countries for which their passports
had already been endorsed and where
there was no application for a single
new country have had their
endorsements cancelled.
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oG ofef. @8, Daed VTSNS

(Qserre eris. 2. L_wicn LIGRTL_IT T [5IT U1 & & )

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Yes, that is what I am saying. That
position arises only where it becomes
necessary for one to go to Passport
Control. There are some cases where
you do not need to take your passport
anywhere near the Department of
Emigration. In that case you find
the anomalous situation that where
no clearance is required the endorse-
ments to countries other than the
country to which you are making the
trip are cancelled.

The logical thing, if you want to
enforce this, is to consider the ques-
tion of withdrawing all passports and
issuing new ones, valid only for a
single journey—there is provision for
that— or, alternatively, to accept the
fact that a passport once issued must
remain valid until it is cancelled by
expiry of time or for very good
security reasons. This question is
engaging  the attention of the Hon.
Prime Minister and the Government
at this time.

Then we come to the question of

the circular of the 11th June. The
hon. Second Member for Colombo
Central and others gave specific
instances in which it was alleged that
there had been discrimination in the
endorsement of applications, a matter
which I view with grave concern. 1
consider that a very dangerous thing
and an undesirable thing, if in point
of fact it is true.

I have asked questions on the
examples quoted about the W.F. D. Y.
and the W. A. Y. by the hon. Second
Member for Colombo Central. I
have got to state this. I am informed
that it is true that there is a differ-
ence in treatment and the explana-
tion for the difference in treatment
is this The case of Mr. Sembukutti
Aratchi—I forget the other name—is
one where permission was granted
during the time the Hon. C. P. de
Silva was acting as Head of the
Government during the absence of
the Hon. Prime Minister. Represen-
tations were made to him‘candoT
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think he decided, quite apart from
the circular, that this was a case
where they should be allowed to go.

e OBY ¢,
(8. Qaeriver)
(Mr. Keuneman)
That was a different Government.

a& ofef. ¥, Do’ ALTdsNED
(Qaermas eTls. i LI LIGRTL_TTFTLI&S)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Not that it was a different Govern-

ment. The position was that the
officials stated the facts to the Hon.

Minister and the Hon. Minister made

an express order that they should be
permitted to leave the country, and
in consequence of that the endorse-
ment was made. I do not think it
was intended at any stage that there
should be discrimination. I do not
know whether the case of W. F. D. Y.
was in his mind at the time he made
the order, but I am informed that it
is perfectly true that there was that
instance as stated by the hon. Second
Member for Colombo Central.

CDDOBY s,

(Bm. Qserwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I can give one or two other
instances.

g. o, 4.30
ad ofe. @B, dwed AWHSPNwD

(Qserras erly. QY. Lwew LTL rrpriuss)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I shall certainly be pleased to go
into all the instances because I do not
like allegations of discrimination,
and discrimination must not be per-
mitted to exist as between individual
cases. It is a very serious charge,
and a charge of which I must take
very serious notice,

Then there was the case given of

the circular itself. I was not myself

aware of the circumstances of the
case pertaining to the hon. Second
Member for Colombo Central. I
read what was in the Senate
Hansarp. I shall bring the matters
he raised to the notice of the Hon.
Prime Minister.
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GRADOsY D¢,

(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I am not concerned personally.

aé Ofed, @8, Ve DEHDOINGD

(Qserras 6TL. QY. LLIGW LIGHTL T T FTILIES)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I know he is not concerned per-
sonally, but it is a matter of principle
that he has brought up and I think

it is for me to bring it to the notice
of the Hon. Prime Minister.

e »OsY s

(8. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

The statement by the Hon. Prime
Minister that I did not apply nor did
my wife apply is correct. It is also
correct that they were aware that
we were going to be the nominees.

aé ofef, @d. Dwd LTNSNGDD
(Osorrey GrLl. QY. L WaW LIGHTL T T BT ILIGSE)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I still think that I must bring to
the notice of the Hon. Prime Minister
that both statgpents are correct.

So far as the circular itself is
concerned, the Hon. Prime Minister,
I know, prior to the 11th of June—I
cannot remember the exact date—
discussed this circular with two or
three officials and also with me and
felt—the reasons were given in her
statement in the Senate—that she
should make a restriction. She felt
that the procedure which had pre-
viously been followed in the matter
of invitations and prepaid tickets
gave room for abuse. I am inclined
to agree with the hon. Second Mem-
ber for Colombo Central that one
must be wary in regard to the
methods by which abuses are dealt
with and one must not, for example,
deal with the abuses in a manner
and form which create more prob-
lems than they solve. At the same
time, I must state that the proce-
dure being followed was not intend-
ed—and 1 do not think the Hon.
Prime Minister ever intended— to
create situations where, for example,
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as the hon. Second Member for Col-
ombo Central himself said, 1 believe
in the course of the Throne Speech
Debate, the Jatika Vimukti Pera-
muna is issued an invitation and Dr.
Naganathan is sent!

In all these cases I asked the Hon.
Prime Minister whether it Wwas
correct hat these were decisions
taken at subordinate level or by
officials, the policy having been laid
down, or whether she looked at them
herself. I have her assurance that
every one of these cases which have
been refused, as well as of the
cases which have been allowed, was
dealt with by her personally, and not
delegated to any official. I therefore
think, having regard to the number
of cases involved as well as the
principle involved—and I concede
that it is a power which must be
carefully exercised, and exercised by
the highest persons with the greatest
sense of responsibility—

@D Bw IDED. gHZNEW

(seor fl & Loy, SSE)LSES)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

If we disagree with your decision,
to whom can we appeal ?

ad ofed. @8, Ve AHMEITNRD
(Querres 6TL1. Qi L1IGU LIGRT LT T &S )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Whom can you appeal to over the
Prime Minister ? 1 suppose no one
other than an ex-Prime Minister
could possibly ask that question.

g1 Ses DED. cnZNGEWD
(soorfE Lliefly. s8@)U5S)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

It is because I am an ex-Prime
Minister that I am asking it. I
would never have done an irregu-
larity like that.

aé fed, @b, Dotd DS ENOTNGN
(Qs6rral eTLl. Qi Loy LIGRTL_T T FTi&S )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

In spite of that, the fact is that we
have another Prime Minister.
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e®OsY D¢,

(8. Qserer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Only in the case of Members of
Parliament is a reference made.

a& AfST, @d. dwed dTNE2NGD
(Q@errear 6TLI. QY. L6 LIGHTL T T BT LGS )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

No, that is not correct. It is not
only .in regard to Members of
Parliament.

VY k.

4 ﬁ@ Q& eorLoer )

(Mr. Keuneman)

The particular cases of refusal the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary refer-
red to were appeals.

oG A, @8, Ve T NSNGED
(Qzerras 6TLs. i L_Wew LIGHTL TTBTII&S)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I understand that the cases I refer-
red to are the cases of the prepaid
tickets. They are not so many.
Every one of them has been consider-
ed, I am told, by the Hon. Prime
Minister—the cases of the prepared
tickets. I am told that the cases of
the prepared tickets—every one of
them—have been put up to the Hon.
Prime Minister because what is in-
volved is, in a sense, a political deci-
sion. The very method and manner
of the presentation of the arguments
by the Hon. Prime Minister shows
that.

e BY Dca.

(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

In the case of Mr. Sarath
Mutthettuwegama’s refusal, I men-
tioned it to the Private Secretary be-
cause she could not give me an inter-
view. From what I gathered from the
Private Secretary, the case had not
gone to the Prime Minister. I want-
ed to bring it to the notice of the
Prime Minister, but she “iert the
country.
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(sorflE L lefly. ss@uUEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

All kinds of contradictory state-
ments are being made to cover up
what is manifestly wrong.

o Ofed, @d. dwed AHTWEINGI
(Oserras 6TLy. Y. L_WI6w LIGHTL TTFTILI&ES)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I am stating what I have been told
by the Hon. Prime Minister herself
that in regard to all these cases of
prepaid tickets they were put up to
her and she considered them. I am
trying to verify from the Prime
Minister’s Secretary who is in the
Box as to whether or not this case
was put up to her—as indeed it was
—and give the hon. Member an
answer.

DYTMID Ded.

(8w alyQsr. Her)
(Mr. Kapukotuwa)

We are all subjected to hearsay |

evidence.

e »O5Y e

(8. Qserwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

In a conversation I remember she

told me, “I do not know this case. |
She |

I will let you know about it.”
tried to remember.

o0&, ofd. @& Dkl BT 1érNweD
(Oserres eTLs. QY. Loy LIGTL_roprii&s)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

It was approved by the Hon. Prime
Minister because I can see the
Private Secretary nodding vigorous-
ly in the Box.—[Interruption.] The
fact is the Hon. Prime Minister did
tell me that in every one of these
cases of pre-paid tickets she had
directed that they should be put up
to her and she had considered them.
These are decisions which do not
come before the House for approval
I regret to say that I do not know of
any_ ‘atithority which says that a
person concerned can canvass in law
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[e& ofef. @8, B Ped BSrNW: |
against a decision of the Prime Minis-
ter in this regard. Of course the
Hon. Prime Minister has stated in
making her statement that, generally
speaking, she has been as liberal
as she could be in regard to the
matter of travel restrictions and she
has given statistics in regard to
numbers. Hon. Members say, “ We
are not concerned with numbers ; we
are concerned with the principle.”
I understand the Hon. Prime Minis-
ter gave those statistics particularly
because she wished not to make it
appear to hon. Members of this House
that while what was involved here is
a principle the manner in which it
was worked was causing a kind of
hardship or difficulty of a very ex-
tensive degree which hon. Members
have been apprehensive of.

Those briefly are the circumstan-
ces. If there are any other cases
which hon. Members would like to
bring to my notice I shall certainly
be most happy to take them up with
the Hon. Prime Minister and try to
see that hon. Members of this House
are completely satisfied in regard to
this question and in regard to which
she has exercised these powers and
policies as stated by me.

DROYD u@lNenmd Ow.

(B eri_oar FLora@sry. )

(Mr. Endumd Samarakkody)

It is clear from the reply of the

hon. Parliamentary Secretary that
we have no alternative but to press

this to a vote.

@nBw IDED. NN

(sorfH L loefly. s&@WUES)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
By name !

DY D @b N omd .

(B eriear Fwr&bsry.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I realized when he was speaking
at length that he had very little to
say. It was something like the
Budget speech of the Hon. Minister
of Finance which lasted 4% 105 houvs:
He started by explaining tous
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( ,@@ G Gor LD GOT )
(Mr. Keuneman)

He tried his best.

20O D udéYeomd .

(Bqp. ori—togr FLor&Qary-)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

We heard three aspects of his
speech. The first was the law as it is.
Of course you have the power—

aé OfeS, @d. Dod AHHWSENGD
(Qzorres Gril. Qi LUIGH LIGH LTI ST LI&GES)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Power given by Parliament.

DDOYD @b omnd .

(B eriwear FwrsCary.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

—Of course you have the power to
recommend the declaration of an
emergency also; but do you know
that is only under certain circums-
tances and also that you will have to
justify it in Parliament and the
country ?

o ofed, @l Dwed ALTNEsNGD

(Oserras 6rL1. QY. LUIGD LIGHTL_TIBTUIGSE)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The conditions under which a
declaration of emergency is possible
are prescribed by law ; it is not an
open discretion. I am talking of a
case where there is a discretion,
where we are simply told that the
competent authority may refuse a
passport. This is an absolute
discretion.

DROBY D 3@l o @can.
(8 eriiwer FwrsCsry. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

The question is whether you are
right in exercising your power in this
way to curb travel, to place restric-
tions on the people and to create a
situation in this country which will
convert this country into a prison
house..io.-He talked so much in
explaining the law.
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The second point he made was
about restrictions. What are they ?
That was also explained, but we
know what the restrictions are.

The third point was with regard to
policy. That is where you have to
explain, Mr. Minister and Mr. Parlia-
mentary Secretary. Sir, he says the
Hon. Prime Minister had made a
statement in the Senate, that she
made her position clear. He said,
“If the hon. Members are not satis-
fied what can I do?”. In that case
there is no need for us to raise this
matter at all. Is that the position that
you are taking ? The hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary practically read
out or re-stated the contents of the
speech made by the Hon. Prime
Minister—the very thing we have
questioned for over half an hour.
The hon. Second Member for
Colombo Central and a number of
other hon. Members questioned the
'need to enforce these new restrictions
on the travel facilities of the people
of this country when it did not and
does not involve any type of ex-
change. That is the question, and you
have not explained that. The Hon.
Finance Minister also said:  Yes,
there is Cabinet responsibility. ” The
question is not te say “yes” but
to explain and defend it. You have
not defended it; you have just re-
stated the reasons and given us
details of these regulations.

ad . @l ke’ RN
(Qzorrar eriy. . L tiew LIGhTL_Trprwgs)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
You will not accept any defence.

QRO R w@iwermE .

(8- ert_toer FLor&0sry )

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

What you did was only to
re-state  what the Hon. Prime
Minister stated in the Senate. But
we have questioned her statement.
Tell us and the country : what is the
need for you to prevent people of
this country visiting foreign countries
when it does not cost this, country
any exchange ?
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o S, @d. Vaed D WIBNwD
(Qs6rTar 6TLI. Qi LGN LIS LT T BTII&S)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

The Hon. Prime Minister has given
her reasons. &

DROBY D BN omd .

(8@ eriiver Fwrstasry.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

We have questioned her reasons
and she has not been able to con-
vince us. Are you in a position to
defend the position taken up by the
Hon. Prime Minister, apart from
saying “ I defend it.”?

a& AT, @8, Dl DLTNETNED
(Cserres erol. YT LUIGW LIGHTL_IT T [5IT Ut )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
How can I defend her if you will

not be convinced by the Hon. Prime
Minister.

DRV D 83@S Y oz e,

(Bp. eri_ier Fr&6ary )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

So far as the Hon. Prime Minister
is concerned, there cannot be any
way of making up for her absence
here. The Parliamentary Secretary
says: “What am I to do? This is
what the Hon. Prime Minister has
said. She has made herself clear. I
have nothing to add ”.

. . 445
o0& ofed, ¥, Dwed ASTSBNcm

(Qserres erl. DpiTs L_UIGW uea%n_n'.r‘m:rua'sas)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

If you take up the position that
you are not accepting a single reason
given by the Hon. Prime Minister in
the Senate for certain actions taken
by her and say that those are not
good reasons—I understand the hon.
Members are entitled to say that—
what do you expect me to say ? I do
not see what I can do about it if you
want to make some comment and say
that she has not explained herself,
and so I do not see how you can say
that her absence in this House makes
the difference, although the hon.
Member for Bulathsinhala and the
hon..nSecond Member for Colombo
Cerntral do not accept the reasons.
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od. eul. ¥udlas .
(B Cg. i guaisar)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

She might change her views when
she hears us.

20057 D @4 ornd .

(&5 eri—ipar Fr&6&Tiy-)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

If the Hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary thinks so, all that you have to
do is to make a newspaper announce-
ment—and that is what you are
doing—and say: “Whether you
- agree or not, whether you like it or
not, whatever your views are, I am
not concerned. This is my view ”. If
that is your position, there is nothing
for us to raise. Briefly, that is the
position. All our efforts at trying to
explain and tell you that you are
wrong were of no avail. All you say
is ; “If you do not agree with us, you
go anywhere you like .

aé e, 8. Dt LT VSNEWD
(Qa6rTas 6TLI. Y+ LW LIGNTL_T T BTILI&ES )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
What, if we do not agree with you ?

Srs@nr By @ s,
(B @rrawreflésih)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

Not go anywhere you like, but be
in this country.

DRNOY D 3@l ormnd dw.
(B eri_er FLor&Glamiy. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

You can go to Bintenne, Dompe
or—

o Ofef. @l Ve DTTMEBNGD
(Qserrar erLs. Dy LULIGD LIGRTL_T T 5T UIEE )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
What about Bulathsinhala ?

DO’ D Bl ernd .

(B eriwer FwrsQary.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

Even to Bulathsinhala. And I say
we have no alternative but 1o press
this to a vote.

Bewuldn 9535 84IVCH
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a0y D

{ Bcr. Gasesrioer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I do not want to go into this matter
again. If the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary says that those were the
reasons that prompted the hon. Prime
Minister to give the instructions that
there should be the circular of the
11th of June drawn up, we have
shown that those reasons are not valid.
Secondly, even if those specific cases
that she mentioned are correct, there
is no reason for such a tremendous,
wide and sweeping blanket ban as
she has imposed. If it is the Hon.
Prime Minister’s desire to stop certain
abuses of our travel rights, she has
today, by law, all the necessary
powers to do so.

g, on. 4.45

Now, my Hon. Friend made a
speech which was more in defence of
what existed during the period when
he was Minister of Finance than
what exists now. It is correct that
during his period it was mainly

from the point of view of ex-

change control that these curbs
were imposed, and though some
of the decisions were arbitrary
I do not think anyone could complain
of diserimination. I do not think any-
body blamed him for favouritism.
The regulations were hard, but they
were nevertheless made on the basis
of the necessity of conserving foreign
exchange. All Finance Ministers have
been making that decision and I am
not prepared to clash with any one
of them, though some of them were
a bit capricious here and there. That
is not the point.

The point we are trying to make is
that, as a result of certain faulty as-
sumptions, the Prime Minister has
now come to a position that to deal
with what she herself admitted is a
relatively small point, the most dra-
conian and sweeping measures are

_. being introduced.

Now, on my second charge the
answer of the Parliamentary Secre-
tary was, “It is true that even the
regulations have been -capriciously
and invidiously administered. Well,
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in relation to a'case like this, it is
true ; but it was not me but the Prime
Minister. ”

oS AL, @d. Dwed AeTMSsNGED

(Qwerres 6rls. Qi L W6 LGTL TT FTLGS)

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I did not say that. I said that one
order was made by the Prime Minis-
ter and one order by the Hon. C. P. de
Silva. It happened that the two cases
were dealt with in quite that way.

GO Dcs.

(8. Qaarwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Did not the officials of the depart-
ment bring it to the attention of Hon.
C. P. de Silva that this was the ruling
of the Prime Minister ?

o8 AT, @d. Ve ASTNSsNGED
(Qsoraas eris. i L_wew LiahTL_TrFrwgs)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I think Hon. C. P. de Silva thought
that the officials were wrong.

SDNDOBY Dea.

(8m. Qaarer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

In that case I agree with Hon. C. P.
de Silva.

& AT, @& Ve ALT WdrNwD
(Qaorras eriys. Qi 1_ulew LIGHTL_TT 5T WS )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Well, I am glad of that.

SO BY D¢,

(&as. Qaerier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

For once I am in agreement with
Hon. C. P. de Silva. There are a num-
ber of these cases. I ask my hon.
Friend whether the laws are changed
to suit different cases. Take the ques-
tion of public servants. There is a
general rule that public servants
should not go. Then, later, you
changed it to say that public servants,
before they go, should get, in addition
to clearances, a statement from the
Heads of their Departments that they
may be released for that period. I
know of a case of Mr. D. E. W.
Goonesekera. He is a public servant
in the Department of Inland Revenue:
He also holds some sortof'eficel in
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the Lanka-Soviet Friendship Associa-
tion. They received an invitation
recently to send a delegation to the
U. S. S. R. A number of names were
sent up and Mr. Goonesekera’s name
was deleted from the list on the
ground that he was a public servant
even though the head of his depart-
ment had sanctioned it, the Head of
the Treasury had sanctioned it and
they had no objection.

But when it comes to the case of
other people, the rule is changed.
There was a Mrs. Lanerolle, a Govern-
ment teacher. Her application was
passed and she accompanied Mrs.
Ilangaratne to China on a delegation.
I read out the names of two people
earlier. One was an E. C. C. Grade I
or II clerk in the Department of In-
land Revenue. Why is there one
type of treatment to one set of offi-
cers and different treatment to ano-
ther? That is why I say that the re-
gulations are perverse, and perverse
regulations are being administered
capriciously. Therefore, what is
happening is that certain rights
which everybody admitted are fun-
damental rights are being restricted
for no purpose whatsoever.

& ofT. @i, dwE AL Mérnw
(Qserrey 6TL1. QY. Lo LIGHTL_TTBTil&s)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

I will certainly look into it.

SRMOBY .
(&s. Qaeriverr)
(Mr. Keuneman)

I have got the cases of individual
persons.

o& ofd. @b, e LT MmN
(Qsorrar ers. QY. L wow LI LT Friids)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
If there are further cases like that
where different treatment has been

given I think it is most objectionable.
I shall certainly look into it.

DAY Dea.

(Bap. Gaeariver)

(Mr. Keuneman)

I thank you for that statement. But
the point is this. My hon. Friend
made an argument that the Govern-

ment.should have some type of con-

trol”over this matter of invitations
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from abroad. The old system that we
had was reasonably good. It worked
reasonably well, There were very
few cases of refusals of people. There
were one or two cases which I
thought personally were capricious,
particularly where the hon. Member
for Ratnapura (Mr. D. P. R. Weera-
sekera) was not allowed to go to
Korea on one occasion. Nevertheless,
basically that worked well, and the
Government did have the final con-
trol. It had the final control because
even though the association made
nominations, clearance had to be
granted by the Government ; nobody
objected to it very much because it
was a workable system, a practicable
system. Why do you want to intro-
duce a new system ? The Prime
Minister may have explained the
reasons that were in her mind when
she made the order, but the order is
far too sweeping to deal with the type
of problems that the Prime Minister
referred to. Secondly, I did ask the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary certain
questions about how in practice these
things are going to work. What about
invitations from organizations from
countries which do not have diplo-
matic representations ? How about
international organizations ?

aé fd. @d. Awe BT MWdsNwD
(Osorray ers. Sy LGH LIGHT LTI FTLI&S)
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

May I answer that question ? The
hon. Second Member for Colombo
Central says he is drawing attention
to the new procedures evolved
recently which are less satisfac-
tory than the old procedure. He
also says he admits the need for
some sort of ultimate Government
control. That is mnot  the issue
he is raising. It is inoregard’ fe
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the procedures, when invitations are
channelled and when invitations are
extended, that he shows concern.

In regard to that matter, I do not
think it is possible for me to give an
answer straightway, but I shall take
the matter up with the Hon. Prime
Minister and I shall certainly do my
best to ensure that the procedure is
smoothed out so as to remove the pre-
sent difficulties and perhaps restore
some of the conditions that worked
satisfactorily in the past.

g He—I» :

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item ‘Prime
Minister’”.
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Mr. P. M. K. Tennekoon

o, omnzy A0z .
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Mr. S. Thondaman

oY, 8. 8. eueddh .
8w, Bs. . te. GQuGron
Mr. K. D. D. Perera

3. ¥BE cR .
@)L evnaii e
Mr. B. Zahiere Lye

3 2 QZuowd 1 2» =ddme cuedam
o8B emduxy ;mSwd BIFe @m w8 BHowwe
Bném CE

2 D wOOMw.—ED NEP—
g»&2E® B:g®, S 69,450

@uIT & (FLILIGRT LD @o. 2 —uflurevers GFwey
sor—L8 arBaunes Ceeey, epuUr 69,450

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 69,450
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1,18,453
HEAD 4.—CABINET OFFICE

Vote No. 1.—Personal Emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 118,453
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GSHVEND Fwe®, S, 12,352
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sor—8 ewrBeumen Gaeay, enur 12,352
Vote No. 2—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 12,352
“4 Om &Ivowd 2 Om» wdomw wew
& 123523 8c0 coe@amwd gnpewy =
ame”’ @ &M VB CIBY, LwmedIm
Ses.

4 9 Kzeoudl 2 I» wedmae cuedA®
0x8 omounw MmO« BEw @n @8 Bewo
2ém G,

5 5 &8w— 6 @YD 6wnd

1 9% 220mw—wnies O AC =9
oG AT wy gBm SOy,
&. 3,63,221

1 9 ¢o B8u—owdm wdm 5 §JY,
&. 2,29,526

‘a;%uul., 5. —epsaney
Qr&@LLIeRTh @ev. 1.—Lenflurerfler 2pehs
&l Ceaugarpid 19 pLIY &EHLD, EHLIF
3,63,221
o ugloriy 1—serfuir Csriyh &buer
@PLd, (5. 2,29,526

HEAD 5.—SENATE
Vote No. 1.—Personal Emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 363,221

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and salaries,
Rs. 229,526

g. &0. b
1208 DDED. corzmcm

(soTpE L lefly. sa@uEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I move, “ That the Vote be reduced
by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head 1,
item President.”

I want to raise what has become a
traditional question in this House.
What is to be the future of the
Senate ? There is a talk that certain
changes are likely to take place in
the near future and that the
Government contemplates in some
way or other to extend the life of
Parliament, and that even though
they cannot have a two-third majo-
rity for this purpose, they hope by
means of a subterfuge to prevent a
general election from being held next
year. They propose to raise the issue

1964 gecdedzy 17
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of making the Government of this
country a republican form of govern-
ment, of getting away from the
Commonwealth. In view of all these
likely changes that the Government
is contemplating, one likes to know
what the future of the Senate is. Is
the Government wedded to the idea
that the Senate should be a perma-
nent institution, or is the Government
of opinion that the sooner they get
rid of the Senate the better it is for
everybody ?

We on this side of the House and
the Lanka Sama Samaja Party when
it was on this side of the House were
very loud in our protestations that
the Senate represents nobody and
does not deserve a place in a modern
Government. Now that the leader
of the L. S. S. P. is on the other side
of the House will they see to it that
the Senate, which is an antediluvian
institution, is abolished as speedily
as possible ? That is the question I
want to ask the Minister of Finance.

8. 8. @d. ¢RI G,

(B = 9. . Gererser)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
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(8. CGs. erib. §. rrgyrgar)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

DS . gud Gl W6 645y em

xeEe?

8. 8. wd. QTDBOD S
(B . . . GeTaiser)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Anybody to defend the Senate?
Not even the Appointed Members.

QN d O5Y 5

(5% SrE@n IBsssaur)
(The Presiding Member)
I will put it to the vote.

@8 IDED. crznem

(sarfl@ L lofly. se@uUss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I have moved that the Vote be
reduced by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-
head 1, item “President” at page 7
of the Supplement to the Orders of
the Day. You will find my name
and a list of forty names of Members.
I move that Motion. I do not ask
for a division by name ; if the House
divides by standing up I shall be
satisfied.

aé& @hd8s D5y, 28. euvedh
(Qserrar sarf G erar. erib. QuUCrem)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not know whether it is in

order.

gl DED. cHBNED

(soorff L lofly. ss@uss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

We object to your giving extra
time like this. Why are you tongue-
tied ?

Bewdl YL a8 DCK
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b ofed. @8, Aww D DdsN0N
(Qzerrai GTLL- %c'r. L_UWIGN) LIGHT LT T BIT U1 )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

Why do you want to deprive Tom
of Rs. 10 ?

Qs sNéd 0% S

(5w SrE@EHD IJESSSUT)

(The Presiding Member)

You will not let me talk; that is
why I am tongue-tied. Those in
favour of the amendment ?

SFDE—IWE :

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item Presi-
dent’”.

—30um» GI.

20 280¢ gpd “848” O F D da 3D
grumb e O Hnd 88z sme @ém» CL.

8. 8. @d. @I V.

(B . 9. i @& QI ST )
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
Do ewnd Sx¥en 80msY 5.

mée ©swwd 48 D wNdDé HewTows wleny
3600 15; s ©d 14; opnedsy edgedd «.

“5 Dy @Fvexd 1 2m» wlPdMme wgwm
i 8,63,221 » 8ec ¢¥el amwd anew =D¢
ane” omn g »e, Sesm cix, Bwnuden
ea.

5 2 &38e 1 9 wd@dnma gued amnend
emny wmOwud BIe an «8 Bewo WO

cE.

2 D5 HBOOMW.—NEB el B—
g&ddmn 8we®, &. 2,01,350

ar&@ULeRT @, 2. —LiflLire)er s Qaevey
ser—iS e Qaures Geoey, erur 2,011,350

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 201,350
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Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 3,000
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erumr 8,17,799
o1 F% L) 1—oor S GamliLn
FLhuersib, en. 4,92,835.
HeEAD 6.—HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Vote No. 1.—Personal Emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 817,799

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and Salaries,
Rs. 492,835
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(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
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(8. @rrewreaflésih)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

I wish to associate myself with a
number of things that my good
Friend, the hon. Member for Weli-
mada, has spoken about. Besides I
wish to state a few more things.

The first matter I wish to refer to is
the Chamber in which we are meet-
ing. I believe that this Chamber was
built during the State Council days
roundabout

- T—enl 82 (64/8)
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about 50 Members. Since then it has
gone through a number of transfor-
mations and metamorphoses and
today although the actual space of
the House has not been enlarged, it
has come to a position of accommo-
dating 157 Members including the
staff that is operating here, namely,
Reporters and other workers, I need
hardly emphasize that we need a
modern building to house the House
of Representatives and that the space,
accommodation and conveniences
provided by the House are thoroughly
inadequate for the Members particu-
larly when they sit for long hours.
You will note that particularly after
the renovations were made to the
House, one does not even find enough
leﬁ space to oneself and ng facilities
whatsoever even for writing are
available. I think as priority No. 1
the Government should now think of
constructing a new House of Repre-
sentatives or modernize this by build-
ing it anew.

The second point is about the
accommodation in the Galleries. In
a democratic country, particularly
where the supreme legislature plays
an important role in the life of the
people, it is very necessary that not
only our constituents but also the
public must have free access to see
the proceedings of Parliament. We
have now virtually restricted the
admission of members of the public
only to the number of persons that
each Member of Parliament is
allowed, with the result that it is
only they who could attend and see
the proceedings of this House. I think
that is a very unsatisfactory state of
affairs because this is the one place
where every member of the public
should as far as possible be given
every facility to listen to the speeches
that are made. We do not broadeast
the proceedings of this House, but the
press in its own way is giving as
much publicity as possible. But how
many people in this country do read
the newspapers ? The HANSARD is
very inadequately distributed as
pointed out by my-good Friend, the
hon. Member for Welimada, and the
proceedings of the House are not
maderas public as it should be. Apart
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from increasing the space for the
convenience of the Members, 1 think
it is very necessary that the Gallery
accommodation should be increased
as much as possible to enable the
public to participate in the proceed-
ings of this House.

The other aspect that I want to em-
phasize is in regard to the facilities
provided for the press. I think for a
long time the press has been agitating
that better facilities be provided for
the pressmen to record the proceed-
ings of this House satisfactorily. They
have very inadequate facilities in this
House; not only is the space provided
for the use of the press very inade-
quate but also the conveniences pro-
vided for the press people are very
inadequate. I think in Parliaments ol
other countries the press is given the
utmost facilities. They are the
people who mediate between the
Parliament and the public in any
country. They are the people who
today play an important part in
publicizing the proceedings of this
House ; this forms the basis on which
the democratic system in this country
works. In addition to the question of
the increasing of space we will have
to consider the question of increasing
accommodation in the Press Galleries.
Utmost facilities should be given to
the press because they play an im-
portant role in the Parliament of any
country.

The other point I wish to take up
is with regard to the staff of this
House. I need not mention that they
themselves are suffering hardship due
to inadequate facilities. If one walks
into the office of the Parliament on=
feels very sorry for the staff becauss
they have to work under very poor
conditions. They are crowded to-
gether in a small building which is
ill-ventilated. They have hardly any
space to move about. I think the staft
of the supreme legislature of this
country should be provided with
better facilities. Therefore I think
another building should be built
immediately.

The last, but not the least, is the
question of the status and the salary
scales of the staff. As pointed out by
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the hon. Member for Welimada the
salary scales are not satisfactory at
all. I hope the Hon. Minister of
Finance will look into this matter and
better the prospects of the staff.

&. on. 5.30
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(Mr. W. P. G. Ariyadasa—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Health)
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Since this is the last Budget when
we will have the present Clerk of
the House, Mr. Deraniyagala, with
us in our deliberations, I feel it is my
duty to place on record the apprecia-
tion of this House of the invaluable
services rendered by him during the
last few years. I believe he is retir-
ing from office in October, and this
will probably be the last chance we
will have to place on record our
sincere appreciation of the way in
which he conducted himself as Clerk
of this House. I am sure Mr. Speaker
will arrange a suitable “ farewell ”
for him when he leaves us, and we
can all participate in it.

At this stage I wish to place on
record the manner in which he satis-
fied each and every hon. Member of
th1s_ House in the discharge of his
duties. I believe I am expressing
the views of every hon. Member of
this House when I say that, with his
encylopaedic knowledge of Parlia-
mentary Procedure and Standin

Orders, he has undoubtedly been an
asset to the House.

He left the Attorney-General’s
Department and joined the House. I
have no doubt that had he continued

Bewldnm @Y% @ DG

180

—zndm eend

in the Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment he would have by now adorned
the judiciary of this country. But he
1ather chose to take his place in this
Asseinbly, helping to shape history
auring the last few years.

As a junior Member of this House
I am particularly grateful to him for
helping us to find our way in this
House, for guiding us when we went
wrong, and for telling us in what
manner we should conduct ourselves
as Members of this House.

I heard his booming voice say
“Come in ”—and that is how I first
met Mr. Deraniyagala in his office.
I wish to place on record our very
sincere appreciation of his services.

There is one other matter which I
would like to refer to. As you know,
we Members of Parliament are send-
ing our letters under our frank. Ever
since we entered Parliament we have
been sending all our letters with our
frank in Tamil. Recently, certain
post offices in Colombo have taken
up the position that unless the frank
in 1he official language was used they
wiil.not accept our letters or register
them. I think, Sir, this is a restric-
tion of our right as Members of
Parliament. Surely, no post office
can dictate terms to us. In whatever
language we use our frank they must
accept our letters. This concerns our
privileges as Members of Parliament
and I trust that the Hon. Minister of
Posts will kindly look into this matter
and see that we are given our right
of deciding in what language we
should have our frank.

@& WDED. crzne®

(srfE L lefly. SsEWEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
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Mr. Chairman, to start with I
wish to associate myself and the
members of our party with the senti-
ments expressed by the hon. Member
for Uduppiddi, regarding our out-
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going Clerk, Mr. Deraniyagala.
not wish to add anything more.

I do

There is one other point which I
would like to refer to; that is in
regard to the proceedings of the
House and the Official Report. I
would like to remind hon. Members,
the authorities and the Hon. Speaker
that more than half the HANSARD
is a closed book as far as we, the
Tamils, those of us who do not
understand Sinhala, are concerned.
In more than half the HANSARD we
are unable to read and understand
what the hon. Members have been
speaking about. I wish that some-
thing be done because when we are
in the Chamber there is simultane-
ous translation into all three
languages and when we want to we
can follow a speech in Sinhala, but
when we are not here or if we want
to refer back to speeches or state-
ments made in the past, we are
greatly handicapped. Something
must be done and some arrange-
ments made to take down the
translations into Tamil or English,
whichever it may be, and incorporate
it in the HansarDp so that those of us
who are not proficient in the Sinhala
language will be able to make use of
the Hansarp fully. I am sure other
hon. Members are also placed in the
same position; with the same
handicap. I urge that some steps be
taken to rectify this anomaly.

Secondly, I wish to make a sug-
gestion to the Hon. Speaker with re-
gard to our hostel “ Sravasti”. I
think today it is not being made use

of very much. Because of the dis-

tance we have to travel between
“ Sravasti” and this House, most of
us are unable to make use of it fully.
I think it would be a good idea if we
could shift the hostel to a place in
close proximity to the House, prefer-
ably a place like the Echelon Square
which would be a more convenient
place, and where there are fairly
large buildings that could be convert-
ed into a more comfortable hostel for
the Members to reside. Because of
its proximity to the House and the
railway station and wvarious other
modes of transport, it would be a
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very much more convenient place
than the present hostel. I suppose
one aspect of this—an important
aspect, I should say—is that if the
Members reside here they will be
residing in the full glare of the public
gaze, and ' not more or ' less
cloistered

S1esn B 2O e
(8. @rrewreflssin)
(Mr, Rasamanickam)
Marooned !

3. »HAEY O Seq.

(8. . peirgarid)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

cloistered in the Cinnamon
Gardens area. I wish the Hon.
Speaker would give his consideration
to this matter as early as possible.

338 808 Aw. (DRGES®)

(8. GCuiad il % 7 15 arem—atbLpdL”
g u)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe—Kam-
burupitiya)
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(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
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(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)
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g. o 6.5

Gerasndid @5Y S
(BGvenin STEIGLD IES&S Sl )
(Presiding Member)

Order, please! Sir Razik Fareed
will now take the Chair.

GDDGD 8. W, B euIfwud wm.,
8 8. &, gmumensy @ ews', SOw
o8By fu8d, B 8. &, dewsnsiad .

gow a0 qfy. 88« (o
5)5Y &as)

(Car  goCGui’ erls. 1Sflev—pirgsme
)

(Sir Albert F. Peries—Nattandiya)

Mr. Chairman, first of all let me
congratulate you on taking the Chair
today.

With regard to what the hon.
Members have stated about the
minor staff, and the staff and
Reporters of this House on the ques-
tion of an increase of their salary, I
endorse every one of their state-
ments. I shall not go into detail
except with regard to one, that is
the manager of the refreshment
room. We discussed the matter of
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his salary at the Advisory Commit-
tee. We were informed that he had
been working here for 15 years. The
manager of the refreshment room
has, on Sitting days, to serve nearly
500 people, including Members, the
staff and various others numbering
about 500, and he has done his work
very efficiently. There have been
no complaints against him. He gets
a poor salary. The person who is
in charge of the Senate Refreshment
Room, I mean the Manager of the
Refreshment Room, gets a salary of
a Clerk, Grade I, namely, Rs. 2,760
—240—Rs. 5,460, whereas the Mana-
ger of the Refreshment Room of the
House of Representatives gets
Rs. 1,320—72—Rs. 2,976. When this
matter came up before the Advisory
Committee we suggested an increase
in his salary and that he should be
placed on the scale of a Grade II
Clerk, namely, Rs. 1,680—120
Rs. 4,320. In fact, this was accepted
by the then Minister of Finance,
Mr. P. B. G. Kalugalla, present
Minister of Education. He said that
he had submitted this matter to the
Treasury and that it was now left
for the Treasury to fix the salary. 1
earnestly request our present Minis-
ter of Finance to go into this matter
without delay and to assign him the
salary scale suggested.

a& Hhdew Y. DO, cwedd
(Qzorres sarf erer. ertb. QuGrrm)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Most of the matters raised really
should be answered by the Speaker
and I am not responsible for them.
I think the Hon. Speaker will look
into these various points raised by
hon. Members but there are one or
two matters to which my attention
has been drawn. First is the ques-
tion of the Clerk of the House raised
by the hon. Member for Welimada,
Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna, that his
status should be equated with that
of a Permanent Secretary. I do not
know what status he has in mind.
I think the Clerk of the House holds
a constitutional position. He holds
a special place in our country in that
he is appointed by the Governor-
General. The Permanent Secre-
taries are not appointed by the
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Governor-General, but by the Prime
Minister. From that point of view
he has a higher place than a Perman-
ent Secretary. I do not know
whether he is thinking in terms of
the salary ; in other words, his salary
being equated to the salary of
a Permanent Secretary is a different
issue and that is a matter I alone
cannot wundertake. Some recom-
mendation from the Advisory Com-
mittee which deals with the question
of salaries and wages and appoint-
ments of the members of the Staff of
this House has to be made and I am
quite prepared to look into it if the
question is taken up at the nex:
Advisory Committee meeting.

Yresndied x5y S |

(Bevevin STEI@LD o1& 5 Feurr)

(The Presiding Member)

If what you say is correct the
nomenclature will have to be
changed.

&L q&‘;@afﬁoﬁ D5Y. 98. euedb
(Qzerres amﬁﬁ‘@ erar. erth. QuUGrrm)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Even that we cannot change ; it is
in the Constitution. With regard to
the sale of Hansarp, I do not know
whether the hon, Members are aware
that already we are selling the
Hansarp at a loss. It is given at a
subsidized price and if hon. Members
want to reduce it further all I can
say is that still more money will be
needed. We cannot afford to give
the HANSARD at a price much cheaper
than at present.

I agree, Sir, with my good friend
the Parliamentary Secretary with
regard to the building. We should
soon be coming to a stage, after the
next census takes place, when we
want to build a Chamber to
accommodate at least 175 to 200
Members. Then obviously even if
we try to push these walls back we
will not be able to accommodate all
of them. A time will come when we
might have to call an all-party com-
mittee to go into the question of
providing accommodationg;I,am, not
thinking in terwms of luxury'but Iodo
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think that we require a more useful
building from the point of view of
efficient functioning of Members of
this House. As you know, Sir, hon.
Members cannot meet their constitu-
ents when they come here and
Ministers have no opportunity of
meeting a large number of people
who come to see them. I am in
attendance in this House and a
number of officials have to come
here, and often they have to come to
the Lobby. That is not very satis-
factory because the Lobby is the
sanctum of hon. Members. There
are a lot of difficulties and incon-

veniences in this present building

which should be set right by having
another building. I am not thinking
of a luxury building but we must
have sufficient accommodation.

Take, for instance, your Inter-
Parliamentary Union in Ceylon. It
does not even have an office where
you can have a library and so on.
In very many respects this building
is inadequate ; it cannot cater to the
needs of 150 Members and very like-
ly you might have to cater to 175
Members after the next census. In
view of these difficulties we should
now set about considering the
putting up of a new building. A site
%Js easily available right across the

eira.

. SY 5N .
(Bw. o ré@ubs)
(Mr. A. Ratnayake)
Why not shift it to Kandy ?

oS ple IuY. 9. cweds

(Qsorras serflG erer. erib. QUCror)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

That will be a little awkward
unless you shift the various offices
also. But shifting it across the beirg
is a feasible proposition and the
present building can be given over to
the Senate, if a Senate still exists.

Pnde ADED. evrvnm
(soor 8 & 1 Liofluy. SE@IG S )
(Dr.. W. Dahanayake)

Have it inside the beira !


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

195
SeBdm ewPdusy veaD, 1964-65

@S @b Y. 98. cuedd
(Qsorras sorflg erer. ertb. QuGrm)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

If you do not have a Senate you
might have another kind of Second
Chamber. We might have a chamber
of industries or workers or trade
union representatives.

ed. @d. Lwudi® Sw.
(Bl G- it Buaiiser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Or peasants !

g. &». 6.15
o @Be Y. 8. cveds

(Qsorres sdTH G Grav. erib. Qu@rrm)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes. In other words, there are all
sorts of possibilities. In any case,
this building is obviously inadequate
and I think the time has come for us
to seriously consider the question of
accommodation.

With regard to the question of
' wages of the House employees I am
loath to make any changes now.

8o @A @fs 88

(Cair oG’ erl. (Gilew)

(Sir Albert F. Peries)

In regard to the recommendations
made by the Advisory Committee
will the Hon. Minister call for the
papers and look into them?

ab @Bn DuY. OO, cweld

(Qsorres soorpm erer. erb. QUCrrm)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not know the present position
but with regard to the question of
wages I would like that question
taken together with any. general
revision. I do not think’ii"{air“that
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we should give special salaries for
the employees who are here merely
because we are in touch with them ;
the other employees in Government
Qervice will then misunderstand.
When a revision of wages takes place
in Government Service I would
certainly like to include the
employees of the House also. I am
in agreement with hon. Members
who feel that they are inadequately
paid. All minor employees in
Government Service are inade-
quately paid. I do think that the
question of wages of the House em-
ployees must be taken together with
the question of other employees, and
I am expecting some changes to be
made in the course of the next year.

Then, with regard to the franking
of letters in Tamil, I will take that
up with the Hon. Minister of Posts.

“¢ Dy KBzewd 1 2» wldme wgw

G 817,799 = 8eC C=eC AWM anew =e
e’ «n gd Do Pum cizY, wmudedm
5178

6 2» RZuewd 1 2» wldme cueda®
cuB cmmux wmOwd B gy «8 Bewo
Dé® CL.

2 Dy #BOOMB—NEB MEP—BDD
e8m» 8wg®, & 16,06,035

aré@ULmh @o. 2—ufluraard GFaey

sor—iSanrBaines QFaey, ehur 16,06,035

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 1,606,035
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7 95 B&8w—elndoh oD omSusy
T wemd

1 9 uldMw—mEw T AE czad
OCm SIPE wn gBw Oy,
&. 91,231
1 2 ¢ B3w—ctfdm weadm ©» DI,
ér. 46,531
Sy 7.;ﬁ‘@@mpé Cremar opmrd@Hap
UTE@HLILIGRT ). 1. —riewflwimerifler (e
@& Caugaraptd 1AL &EHLD  CHLIT
91,231
o1 S 1.—%9@&1& G’am':_'m/f_b FLDLIGT B
@b, 46,531
HEAD 7.—JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMISSION

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 91,231

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and salaries,
Rs. 46,531

DY D iy ommd Do,

(8. eriivgr Fwrsbary. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I move, “ That the Vote be reduc-
ed by Rs. 10 in respect of sub-head

2 22

1, item ‘ Secretary’.

Over the last decade everybody,
from whatever angle, has been cry-
ing for changes. Whatever different
attitudes we may have had, there was
a general desire that the old order
must give place to the new.

It is not a matter of confroversy
that to achieve this end we have to
think of and remove the various
obstacles and hindrances 1o social
progress. |

Last year too I had occasion to say
that despite the many social and poli-
tical changes that have taken place
in this country over the years, one
of the institutions where we saw
little or no change was the courts. I
referred to the machinery for the
administration of justice. I would re-
peat today more emphatically ‘what
I said last year.
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There are hon. Members, who were
in the same party with me, who have
said that they want to take a few
steps towards socialism. I want to
tell them that whatever they do in
that direction, whatever legislation
they may pass here with a view to
benefiting the people of this country,
if they are blind to or unconcerned
with one of the biggest problems,
one of the biggest obstacles, that
stands in the way of the benefits
trickling down to the people, it is the
nld machinery of the courts.

Now, Sir, we have seen how with
regard to the implementation of the
Paddy Lands Act, a very important
piece of legislation which was passed
by this House, as a result of the old
order in the administration of justice,
the people were deprived of the
benefit of that important piece of
legislation. There was that bottle-
neck which prevented the people
from getting the benefits which
you intended that they should
get. The rusty machinery of the
administration of justice is blocking
the path of progress.

uC8 SO&Born Ve,

(8w Cuirell eflGri@man)

(Mr. Percy Wickremasinghe)

The hon. Member is making a very
valuable contribution in regard to
the Judicial Service Commission.
Who is the Hon. Minister who is
going to reply?

DRNOBY D wOSWw omE ca.

(f@@. GT L _LDGhT armfa%@&fru;.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

The Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions is present and I hope be will
conveyioto the Minister concerned
what I have to say.
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We have tae Supreme Court, the
District Court, the Magistrate’s Court
and the Rural Court. The adminis-
tration of justice depends to a large
degree on tne type of persons we get
as judges. More important than at the
level of the Supreme Court, it is at
the level of the lower courts—the
district courts, the magistrates’
courtstand the rural courts—that we
want the correct type of judge, be-
cause it is from that stage that most
matters go up to the level of the
Supreme Court. The machinery that
ig available for the appointment of
judges is the Judicial Service
Commission.

1 have with me a newspaper report
of a speech made by a retiring Chief
Justice, Mr. H. H. Basnayake, Q. C.
The “ Daily News ” of the 1st August
contains some remarks made by the
last Chief Justice. This is what he
has said:

“Independent Judiciary and Free Press
vital, says retiring Chief Justice.

‘It is important to remember that an
independent judiciary, an independent
and fearless bar, and, may I add, a free
press and vigorous public opinion are the
surest assurances against the scourge of
dictatorship and the horrors of revolu-
tion’, said Mr. H. H. Basnayake, Q. C,
in a farewell message to the Bench and
the Bar.”

I do not seek to argue with the re-
tiring Chief Justice on questions of
revolution, but let me tell him that
when people do revolt they revolt
against revolting conditions—revolt-
ing conditions in society, in everyday
life, in the Government, in Govern-
ment departments, at all levels, and
also the horrors and revolting condi-
tions in the court-houses and in the
administration of justice.

The retiring Chief Justice has
showed his concern about the need
for an independent judiciary. He
says that on the day of his retire-
ment. Yes, we need an independent
judiciary; we need men who can be
independent ; we need men who can
hold the scales evenly. Whoever
comes before them, they must be
able to do justice. Let justice be done
even though the skies may fall—that
is what we eupect. Of course. that is
a verv hich standard. but that s what
all judges must aim at. Therefore, we
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need honest men to hold the scales
of justice evenly. We expect much
from men in high places. We have
recently heard quotations from the
Bible. Let met also quote irom the
Bible. “ To whom much is given,
from them much is expected.”
We expect high standards from
people who are in the position
of judges, even if we are ready
to excuse lapses on the part of peo-
ple in lower positions. Judges are
also human beings, but if they do
wrong we have to be very stern with
them; we have to act sternly, vigo-
rously and effectively. We expect
high standards even from the small
men today—the workers, clerks,
and other employees, with the result
that even though a man is exonerat-
ed of a charge in the courts, say of
misappropriation or theft, he is de-
partmentally dealt with. And if the
department is not satisfied with the
conduct of an officer his services
are terminated. Those are the stand-
ards that we expect from smaller
people, from people like clerks, peons
and workers.

With regard to the conduct of
judges—the wrongs, the illegal acts
done by them—there is machinery,
and that machinery is set in motion
by the Judicial Service Commission.

I had occasion ‘both as a practi-
tioner and as a Member of Parlia-
ment to place before the Judicial

Service Commission under my
own name a document containing
certain representations made by

me. 1 personally took wup that
matter because it is very diffi-
cult to find people who are ready
to make representations against
judges. You can get any number of
people to make allegations against
the Governor-General or against the
Prime Minister and Ministers, but not
against judges. Why ? Because they
know that people in that position can
react in a dangerous manner and the
machinery that they control can be
brought to use in that reaction against
those who seek to raise their voices
against them. It is very difficult,
therefore, to get people who have
suffered at the hands of judges or
madgistrates to make representations
against these men.

I D =
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As it was necessary to place these
matters before a proper tribunal in a
responsible way, I, on my own res-
ponsibility, having looked into the
matters that came before me, placed
a document before the Judicial Ser-
vice Commission dated the 14th
September, 1963.

e snsid O

(B STEGLD I)ESEHer)

(The Presiding Member)

Is the matter under investigation ?
You will have to be careful.

g. en. 6.30

DRV D w3l emma e,

(8. eriiwer Fwrabary )

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I know. I am not going to violate
Standing Orders. I am fully cons-
cious of that matter. I will call this
magistrate “ Mr. X”. This relates to
a matter in an important suburban
court. There were a number of very
serious allegations. If the Judicial
Service Commission in its wisdom
thought that this document was
worthless it had the power to throw
it into the wastepaper basket. But
if they decided to act on that docu-
ment they had to act fast and with
speed. That is the value of action.
It took two weeks to get an acknow-
ledgement from the Judicial Service
Commission. I believe the commis-
sion has an office and also clerks,
stenographers and so on like any
other office. But it took me two weeks
to get an acknowledgement. Then it
was six months after that, on the
4th of March, 1964, that I got a letter
informing me that a preliminary
inquiry would be held with regard
to the allegations made by me and
asking me to be present at a particu-
lar place on the 28th March.
Accordingly I decided to go before
this tribunal presided over by a
Supreme Court Judge. In answer to
his request I did decide to go and
I appeared before him for this
preliminary inquiry.

Now, when I went before the Judge
for the preliminary inguirydINowas
told by him, “Mr. Samarakkody, 1

1064 geaddn 17

202

—ndm End

have asked you to attend a prelimi-
nary inquiry. I am sorry, now I am
holding a full inquiry.” I was not
at all prepared for a full inquiry. I
was prepared for a preliminary
inquiry, but, nevertheless, I had no
objection and I remained there.

In the case of judicial officers who
are probationers I know that the
position is like this. They hold a
preliminary inquiry at which even
the officer may not be present. The
preliminary inquiry is held and, if
the inquiring officer is satisfied, the
officer need not be informed about
it. The officer could be told that his
services are not wanted. I know of
a case of a judicial officer who was
a probationer who was functioning
for six years. Without even any
notice to him they just dropped him.
I am not complaining, but that is the
manner in which they have func-
tioned with regard to probationers.

With regard to this particular pro-
bationer, a full inquiry was decided
upon. Then I was told what the
charges were. They are very serious
charges framed by the Supreme
Court Judge. These are the changes :

“No. 1. Whilst holding office as
magistrate of such and such a court you
have committed misconduct by doing the
following acts :

(1) by adopting illegal and improper
practices in the court as follows :

(a) by remanding persons illegally
without reasonable grounds for
improper motives ;

(b) by enhancing bail....”

QN O33R

(B@venin STE@GD YwES S

(The Presiding Member)

May I appeal to the hon. Member

not to go into these in detail when
an inquiry is pending ?

DRVBY D WS emns .

(Bm. eri’ivgr Fwr&Qsry.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

It is over. This particular inquiry

isnover. I am not referring to a case
that is pending.
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QCre NN 535
(e GTEED 9SS Sl )
(The Presiding Member)

I do not want you to cast any
aspersions on an individual by name.

DROBY R 8Os omd .

(8. eriiwer Fwréary.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

No, Sir. I can assure you that I will
be strictly functioning within the
four corners of the Standing Orders.

80w G0 B3«

(Cai yoCui’ Filow)

(Sir Albert Peries)

You will not mention names ?

DR R ©@éwomd .

(B@. oriwer Fwrébary.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I can assure you that I will not
mention the name of a single
judicial officer.

I continue with the charges:

“ (b) by enhancing bail for improper
motives or without any reason-
able cause;

(¢) by ordering corporal punishment
on adult persons ;

(d) by refusing to inform convicted
persons and their lawyers the
reasons for the convictions ;

(e) by getting accused persons to
take oaths at shrines and devales ;

(f) by failure to keep correct records
of proceedings ;

(2) (a) by harassing and insulting liti-
gants when they do not compound cases
on the suggestion of court ;

(b) by imposing vindictive sentences
on accused who do not plead guilty on
the suggestion of court ;

(¢) by ordering the demand of Crown
costs when parties do not compound their
cases ; -

(3) by being partial to some lawyers
and the police and vindictive to others.

No. 2. You are unfit to hold judicial
office as you lack judicial responsibility
1ndpassu;g sentences and making other
orders.

No. 3. You have committed miscon-
duct by knowingly using a car belonging
to an undesirable person.?”

Bewldm s3I DeFDE®
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This was a serious inquiry. The
inquiry started. I was leading the
evidence. I expected that a full
inquiry conducted by the Supreme
Court Judge would result in certain
decisions by him. Here was a magis-
trate functioning in a particular
court. He is continuing to function in
that particular court while this full
inquiry is being held. The court re-
cords are in his charge, the witnesses
are under him, and the Supreme
Court Judge decides to hold this
inquiry without either interdicting
him or transferring him. Now, the
consequences are these.

When this inquiry was going on, I
had, on the second day of the inquiry,
reason to justify my fears, for as I
had expected, when the magistrate
was sitting in court, witnesses who
were to have given evidence against
him at the inquiry appeared before
him to give evidence in other cases,
and they naturally were subject to
intimidation. On this day, my wit-
ness, a newspaper reporter named
Jayatilleke, a “ Daily News ” corres-
pondent, complained to me, and I
then and there brought the witness
Jayatilleke before the judge.

QN @Y
(g%ﬁmm g,‘mﬁ?@& OB & FAUll )
(The Presiding Member)

You said you will not mention any
names ?

VRO D w@lewmdB e,
(8. eriwar Fwr&bsry. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I am not prevented from mention-
ing names of persons who are not
judicial officers or Government
officers.

Now, the evidence of this reporter
is somewhat as follows. I told him :
“Now tell His Lordship what
happened last week or seven or eight
days before.” He said :

“About a week ago Mr. Clarence
Fernando, Advocate, asked me whether
I am going to give evidence at this in-
quiry and I told him that so far I had
not been summoned. Then he told me
that if I give evidence he will make me

Jobless. "And I complained to the
editor. ” .
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And incidentally, this advocate was
a witness for this particular magis-
trate at this very inquiry! Despite
that, having brought this to the notice
of the judge, I carried on expecting
the Supreme Court to give protec-
tion to my witnesses. You know,
the Supreme Court judge has
inherent powers and I told him of
the situation I was placed in.

After a couple of days another
situation arose. This very witness
was intimidated by this particular
advocate, who caught him by the
throat on the court verandah and
told him “If you give evidence
against this magistrate, I will destroy
you.” Then this witness complained
to the court sergeant. When I went
before the judge on the morning of
the 25th April, I said as follows.
These are the proceedings of a
particular matter.

“ Before we proceed, may I have Your
Lordship’s permission to make an appli-
cation. My application is that Your
Lordship be pleased to adjourn this in-
quiry for a reasonable time to enable me
to make an important representation to
the Judicial Service Commission in re-
gard to this very inquiry. I decided to
attend this inquiry presided by Your
Lordship as I believed that it was going
to be an impartial and free inquiry.
hasten to say that this inquiry has been
an impartial inquiry. Your Lordship
has held the scales evenly and I am satis-
fied in that regard. From the outset I
had my apprehensions that this was not
a free inquiry and after what transpired
last morning, I am more than convinced
that my fears have been justified. For
the 2nd time my witness U. P. Jayatil-
leke, ‘Daily News’ correspondent at
such and such a court, has not only been
intimidated, but criminal force has been
used on him by an active agent of this
Magistrate "—

I want to give his name; he is
Mr. Clarence Fernando.

“ Witness Jayatilleke referred to has
already given his evidence before Your
Lordship. His earlier allegation was
that this same Mr. Clarence Fernando,
advocate, intimidated him and prevented
him from giving evidence before Your
Lordship at this inquiry. This witness
U. P. Jayatilleke has complained yester-
day to the Court Sergeant of such and
such a court that Mr. Clarence Fernando,
the agent of this Magistrate had again
intimidated him in the court verandah
and 'used ecriminal force on him by
catching him and shakingphim. bynthe
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neck. When my witnesses who are still
to give evidence are intimidated in this
fashion and when many others also my
witnesses are in an intimidatory atmos-
phere, this inquiry, as Your Lordship
will see, cannot be a free inquiry. This
intimidation of my witnesses and the in-
timidatory atmosphere for many others
is the result of Mr. X Magistrate, con-
tinuing to function as Magistrate of this
court. Among my witnesses are people
who are aware that they may have to
appear before this Magistrate in this
court at any time, and in the list of
witnesses submitted by me already are -
(1) A. S. P. of this area (2) a police
Sergeant (3) Interpreter Mudaliyar of

this court and also another functioning
Magistrate ’——

e, ®d. LwdlR» V.

(8@ G i sywei ser)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
Who is going to answer all this ?

Yresznid 53
(B@venn HrE@LD S S Salr)
(The Presiding Member)

Are you going to read all that ?
Time is running short.

S By DO .
(8. @rrawreflssis)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

No, Sir, we have plenty of time,
let him carry on. :

D205 D w@lx omd .
(Bm. eri_war Fwrsbsry. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

—“Documents and case records thail
will be evidence in this inquiry are in
the custody of so and so. I have
already brought to Your Lordship’s
notice that Mr. X and his counsel have
had several records and documents in
their custody at this inquiry. If these
valuable documents are in his custody
and the Chief Clerk and other clerks and
the Record Keeper are under his direc-
tions, anything could happen to these
documents. We have had it stated very
recently in our courts that whole infor-
mation books have been compiled for
purposes of cases. I have serious appre-

hension that this could have happened
in this case.

Since the commencement of this in-
quiry, Mr. X, the additional Magistrate
has been almost daily summoning con-
ferences of lawyers practising in court
in his chambers at the court in connec-
tion with this inauiry. I am reliably in- |
formed that Mr. X has also frequently
visitedicand remained at night in those
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[080sT 8 ©@n omnd @w. ]
particular courts examining cage records
with his subordinate officers 1n this
court and also with his lawyer friends.

This would suffice Your Lordship that
I have justification to consider that in
the circumstances this'inquiry 18 not a
free inquiry. I would have expected the
Judicial Service Commission, when they
decided to ask Your Lordship to hold this
inquiry, that they would have taken the
step to ensure a free inquiry by their
interdicting Mr. X on giving him com-
pulsory leave pending this inquiry. This
was not done. Despite this serious dis-
advantage I participated in this Inquiry
hoping for the best, but the behaviour
and conduct of Mr. X and his agents
have made it impossible to continue in
this inquiry unless Mr. X is either in-
terdicted or given compulsory leave.
This is a matter for the Judicial Service
Commission, and I propose to imme-
diately make this request from the
Judicial Service Commission. For this
purpose it is necessary to adjourn this

inquiry.
. Even this morning I had a complaint

from another witness who had a similar
complaint to make.”

g. en. 6.45

This was the submission. The
judge told me at this stage, Sl Sarmn
sorry I have to refuse your applica-
tion for an adjournment as the
Judicial Service Commission wishes
me to have an inquiry into this
matter.” At that stage I retired
from the case. I had no alternative
but to retire from the case. I told
the judge that though I am with-
drawing from the case I am not with-
drawing any of the allegations I

have made. Then what happened to
the inquiry ? This is very import-
ant, Sir.

Immediately I made representa-
tions to the Judicial Service Com-
mission by a telegram of the same
day and I followed it up by this
letter, which I shall read now dated
27th April, 1964 :

“The Secretary, ;
Judicial Service Commission,
20 Box 573, -

Colombo 12.

Inquiry into allegations against
Mr., X.

Dear Sir,

I wish to bring to the immediate
notice of the Judicial Service Commis-
sion the following matters on the above
subject :

Bewldn 9535 DeTDCE
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1. I confirm the telegram sent to the
Judicial Service Commission by me on
95.4.64 bearing text as follows:—

‘The Secretary, 25
Judicial Service Commission,
Box 573, Colombo.

Compelled withdraw from inquiry
into allegations against Mr. X. as my
application for adjournment to make
representations to you not allowed—
Stop—Reasons my application being
intimidation of my witnesses and
inquiry not free inquiry—Stop—letter
follows.

Edmund Samarakkody, M.P.’

9. The inquiry into the allegations
made by me against Mr. X. by my memo-
randum dated 14th September, 1963,
commenced on 28.3.64 with His Lordship
so and so presiding at such and such a

place.

3. At this inquiry His Lordship inform-
ed me that although I was notified that
this inquiry was a preliminary inquiry
His Lordship had decided to hold a full
inquiry.

4, The inquiry proceeded with the
framing of four charges against Mr. X.
The charges under reference covered
many aspects of the conduct of this
Magistrate—his acts and omissions while
functioning as Magistrate and also con-
cerning the use of a certain car.

5. As this inquiry was to be a full
inquiry at which witnesses were to be
allowed to give evidence and the Respon-
dent Magistrate being permitied to
cross-examine witnesses I expected that
the announcement by His Lordship that
this was to be a full inquiry would have
meant that that Magistrate would be
interdicted or would not ‘be permitted to
function while this inquiry was pending.

6. However after 28.3.64, the first date
of inquiry, I was surprised to find that
Mr. X. continued to sit and function as
Magistrate and I entertained an appre-
hension that this inquiry would not be a
free inquiry.

7. By 16.4.64 the next date of inquiry
my apprehensions appeared justified. On
this date I complained to His Lordship
that my witness Mr. U. P. Jayatilleke of
Mount Lavinia had been intimidated by
Mr. Clarence Fernando, Advocate, I in-
formed His Lordship that the said
Mr. Clarence Fernando, Advoecate, was a
supporter and agent of the Magistrate X
end that he has been present at the
Supreme Court premises where the
inquiry is being held. My witness
Mr. Jayatilleke gave evidence regarding
this alleged intimidation on 16.4 64. The
evidence of this witness was that
Mr. Clarence Fernando threatened to get
him sacked from his job as Daily News

Rlep_oyte-r if he the witness gave evidence
avthisninguiry.
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8. On 24.4.64 Mr. U. P. Jayatilleke the
Daily News Reporter referred to made a
second complaint to the Court Sergeant
at such and such a court that once again
this Mr. Clarence Fernando, Advocate,
intimidated him and used ecriminal force
on him by shaking him by the neck on
the verandah of the court in the morn-
ing of 24.4.64.

9. During the course of this inquiry I
brought to the notice of His Lordship
that Mr. X and his counsel were having
in their custody records of cases of the
court in their possession and were pro-
ducing these records as evidence on their

behalf.

10. Since this inquiry began I have
reliable information that Mr. X was visit-
ing the Colombo South Courts in the
night and had conferences with his sub-
ordinate clerks and lawyer friends.

11. Since the inquiry began I am aware
that Mr. X. had summoned from time to
time lawyers practising in the courts into
his Chambers for conferences relating
to this inquiry.

12. Among the witnesss I had sum-
moned were the following :

g Asst. Supdt. of Police, Nuge-
goda.

2. Police Sergeant of Mirihana Police.

3. Police Sergeant Mount Lavinia
Police.

4. Interpreter Mudaliyar.
5. Daily News Correspondent.

These are persons who have to attend
Mr. X’s Court on official and other
matters. And some of them are his own
subordinates. These persons would have
faced embarrassment when they were
listed as witnesses. And in a situation in
which Mr. X is meeting and talking to
these witnesses in conference on this
inquiry these persons could not be ex-
pected to give evidence without fear or
favour.

13. I am reliably informed that some
of my other witnesses have been met
by Mr. Clarence Fernando, Advocate, an
agent of Mr. X who had sought to dis-
suade them from giving evidence against
this Magistrate.

14. I am reliably informed that certain
Police Officers had visited the houses cf
some of my witnesses and had inquired
aiter them.

15. The intimidation of my witnesses
and the intimidatory atmosphere in which
others live and the unauthorised visits of
this Magistrate after office hours to the
Court, his removing court records for his
lawyer, his conferences with lawyers in
his chambers—all this has been possible
because he continues to function as
Magistrate and these circumstanceshhgve
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made it impossible to consider this in-
quiry as a free inquiry—an inquiry at
which witnesses could appear and give
evidence without embarrassment, obsta-
cles, fear or intimidation and at which
documents like case records are not pro-
tected from attempts at tampering.

16. While bringing certain of these
matters to the notice of His Lordship I
continued to participate in this inquiry
until 18,4.64. Thereafter matters became
worse and after the second intimidation
cf Mr. U. P. Jayatilleke on 2.4.64 I decided
to raise the whole matter before His
Lordship. On this date I submitted that
this inquiry was not a free inquiry, the
reason being that as Mr. X was still
functioning as Magistrate he had control
over his officers and others who are my
witnesses and he also had in his custody
documents (official) which he was seek-
ing to produce at the inquiry. I sub-
mitted that under these circumstances I
was moving the adjournment of this
inquiry until I made representations to
the Judicial Service Commission on the
need to remove Mr. X from his position
of Magistrate either by interdiction or
other arrangement, if this inquiry was to
be a free inquiry. I therefore moved His
Lordship to adjourn this inquiry until my
application to the J. S. C. was made and
disposed of, His Lordship’s Order in that
regard was that he could not adjourn the
inquiry. In the situation I was compelled
to withdraw from the inquiry without
withdrawing the allegations I had made.

17. In the circumstances outlined
above I am now informing the Judicial
Service Commission that I am most
anxious to place all the available
evidence relating to the allegations
already made and participate in this in-
quiry as soon as the Judicial Service
Commxss;on_ take appropriate steps to
make this inquiry a free inquiry. And
1t is my request that until such steps
are taken this inquiry be adjourned.

I remain,
Yours faithfully, ”

SNt @53H
(B&e TE@Eh OB & el )
(The Presiding Member)

That is over. Now, Sir, what
over.

QRO D w3V omB .

(‘-@.@‘. 6TL _LDedT atmmi@&mg_}

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

That is over. Now, Sir, what
happened to this letter ? What hap-
pened to the representations I made
to the J. S. C.? We know, Sir, that
it is a commission that is set up
under the Constitution with extra-
ardinary) powers to serve the people,
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but the people who are serving on
this commission are a law unto
themselves. They have been given
extraordinary powers to exercise
them in a responsible manner. Now,
Sir, whoever I may be—let us forget
that I am a Member of Parliament
and that I am a member of the legal
profession—I made certain allega-
tions against a judge to the J. S. C.
and the J. S. C. in its wisdom decided
to hold an inquiry against the judge.
Thereafter while this inquiry was
going on I brought to the notice of
the J. S. C. that it was not a free
inquiry. The least I expected of
them was a reply, some communica-
tion on the matter, but all that I got
was only an acknowledgment. I
received a letter dated 28th April,
1964, acknowledging my letter of
94th April and my telegram received
by them on'27th April, 1964. On
20th April the inquiry started and it
went on for another two months.
The inquiry is now over but up to
date the Judicial Service Commis-
sion has not told me what their
decision was on the representations
made by me and my request for an
adjournment of the inquiry. They
could have told me: “Mr. Sama-
rakkody, we have gone into the
matter but we do not think that this
inquiry should be adjourned. It is
our opinion that this inquiry should
go on.” They could have told me
that. I may disagree with them ;
 but that is a position I can under-
stand. But they have no right to
say: “ Nothing, be silent”. Have
they a right to consider that there
were no representations made by
me ? Have they a right to consider
that the people of this country do
not exist ? That is the position.

Our retiring Chief Justice is con-
cerned about the independence of the
judiciary. He was the Chief Justice
of this country when the Judicial
Service Commission was funectioning
in this manner. He was the Chairman
of the Judicial Services Commission
and the responsibility is on him more
than on anybody else. He talks of the
independence of the judiciary and

Bewlds 0535 9eFAC®
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the horrors of revolution. Yes, revo- |
lution is meant to remove people like
him—to tear them from the seats of
power and destroy them because
they are a part of the forces of stark
reaction.

What happened to this case there-
after ?

There is a Sinhalese saying.
G OB g BEND Jeu’.

The prosecutor was not there. I am
the one who made the allegations.
The Supreme Court Judge in his
wisdom at that stage decided to go
on with the inquiry. I do not blame
him because—

g @ 7

Qerusndid 95Y 5

(F%verw STEGLD IYBSSSaT)

(Presiding Member)

Order please! The Hon. Speaker
will now take the Chair.

edn&D Go 48 8D Qoumensy
20w YousY, MDD Jewmmdid I,

DRV D w@iw ownd Dwn.

(8. erwear Fwrstery.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I was referring to certain repre-
sentations made by me to the Judicial
Services Commission and the inquiry
that was held in pursuance of my
representations. I came to the stage
when I informed the House that for
certain reasons I had to retire from
the inquiry and I just told the House
that despite the fact that I had
retired from the case the Supreme
Court Judge in his wisdom decided
to go on with this inquiry. I have no
complaint to make about that
because he could have gone on with
the inquiry. My witnesses were
known, the list of witnesses had been
supplied by me and they had come
day after day to the court and made
themselves available to give evi-
dence. Their addresses were known
to the judge and his secretary.

What happened ? The inquiry was
held. Some of the very important
witnesses who had come there were
not called. I do not want to go into
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that aspect now. On behalf of the
respondent a number of witnesses
were called. Incidentally it is neces-
sary to remember that the magistrate
decided to defend himself and quite
rightly too. Do you know, Sir, that
this magistrate thought that to get
lawyers practising in that very court
to defend him when he was answer-
ing those charges was the correct
thing to do? I take it that those
lawyers who came to defend the
magistrate did so to help the
magistrate ; I do not think they were
retained formally. They were not
paid fees to come and appear for him.
Out of respect and regard for the
magistrate they came to help him.
Why ? Is it for favours done to
them ? That is also an important

question.

Now, Sir, what happened at this
inquiry ? The inquiry went on.
Ordinarily in that situation the in-
quiry would have gone on in such a
fashion that the respondent could
free himself of all the charges. Fortu-
nately for me and unfortunately for
this magistrate, this particular magis-
trate and his lawyers were complete-
ly disarmed by the fact that the
prosecutor was not there and they
relaxed to such an extent that they
succeeded in proving my case for
me.

I related the charges that were
made by the Supreme Court Judge
against the magistrate. I am in a
position to take the very evidence of
the witnesses who came to support
this magistrate. Out of their very
mouths he had been condemned. The
evidence of the magistrate himself
was against him.

One of the charges made against
this magistrate was that, in certain
cases, for instance if there were
three accused in a case and if one was
absent on the trial date, this magis-
trate would get angry. He would feel
that one accused had purposely kept
away. He should rightly get angry if
that was so. Some accused do that.
Nobody condones that. But the
magistrate has no business to vent
his anger on the rest of the accused.
Thereafter, what would the; magis-

=
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trate do? He would call one
accused, say, James Appu, and ask
him, “ Where is Simon Appu ?” and
James Appu says he does not know.
He then calls Samarakone and he too
says “I do not know ”. The magis-
trate remarks, “ You know where he
is. I will teach you a lesson. I will
remand you.” Those two accused
are remanded.

That was one of the charges made
against the magistrate. The retiring
Supreme Court Judge and Chief
Justice talked of the independence
of the judiciary and the horrors of
the revolution! People are put
behind prison bars without any justi-
fication. These are the horrible
things that produce revolution. That
was one of the allegations. Despite
the fact that the prosecutor was not
there that charge was proved.

Mr. Boteju was one of the witnesses
who gave evidence against this parti-
cular magistrate. The Supreme
Court Judge who was presiding at
this inquiry says that Mr. Boteju
made two points. He put this ques-
tion to the magistrate who gave
evidence on this particular matter :

“Court : Mr. Boteju made two points,
I think, in this case. One was
that he pointed out to you that
this was a bailable offence.

A. If he said so. I don’t deny it. He
may have pointed out that it was
a bailable offence; on the cir-
cumstances brought to my notice,
the correct order was to remand
in jail.

Court: In your explanation, I think
you had offered this explanation
with regard to this matter,
namely, that there are some
cases in which there are several
accused and to get a case post-
poned, the accused is not brought
to trial. They have the habit of
getting absent one at a time.

A. That is the standard practice, and

have brought this to Your

Lordship’s notice in my explana-

tion ; as regards this case, I have

set out that in crimina] courts

this is the general practice. My
explanation sets out that in

150 1 B g

This respondent magistrate admits
that there has been a practice like
thls-—a_ thoroughly illegal practice,
Fhereds no provision in law for such
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a practice. The respondent magis-

trate thinks there is such a practice
and he remands accused persons.

“@. But even then would that be a
proper reason to remand people
who have come to court? You
may deal with the man who is
absent, but where other people
are concerned would it be fair ?

A. But they were responsible. I was
told that they were responsible.
Sometimes it is brought to my
notice that all the accused are
present but when the case is
called only three are present.”

By his own mouth, this magistrate
has been convicted before a Supreme
Court Judge. He has pleaded guilty
to a charge of having remanded ac-
cused persons without any valid
reason. He has not only remanded
accused persons but he has also not
recorded the reasons for such remand.

One of the allegations made against
this magistrate was that he does not
record faithfully what takes place in
court. That is a very serious matter,
because the success or otherwise of
an appeal to the Supreme Court from
a case tried in the lower court
depends upon the accuracy and cor-
rectness of the record. If what
transpires in court is not recorded
by the magistrate, what chance can
the appellant have in appeal ? That
is the position.

The Supreme Court Judge having
found that the magistrate was. doing
this, observed:

1 think in a case like thig it would
be very desirable to make a note of the
reason when an order on the face of
it appears to be an unjustifiable order.
I am merely saying this for your future
information. ”

Then there was an allegation that
this magistrate used to suddenly
enhance bail. Bail is ordered in cer-
tain cases and sometimes the amount
fixed is Rs. 500, Rs. 1,000 or even
Rs. 2,000. There may be differences
of opinion in regard to what the
amount should be but there are cases
in which it is necessary4hat bail
should be ordered. A man is ordered
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to furnish bail ; he does so with diffi-
culty ; he comes the next day, per-
haps it may be the trial date, and
on that day, for good reasons, bail
may be enhanced.

When can bail be enhanced ? For
instance, the police may bring it to
the notice of the magistrate that
there is a danger of the accused not
being present on the trial date, or
the medical evidenca might reveal
that the charge which the accused
has to face would be even more
serious than the one originally con-
templated ; the original charge may
have been one of simple hurt under
section 314 of the Penal Code but
after the evidence of the doctor it
may be clear that the hurt caused
was grievous. In such circumstances
the magistrate is fully justified in
enhancing bail ; but he must give his
reasons for enhancing bail.

The allegation against this parti-
cular judge was that he enhanced
bail for vindictive reasons, because
he wanted to compel accused persons
to plead guilty. He enhanced bail
for no valid reason but to compel
the accused to plead guilty.

One particular case was brought up
before this Supreme Court judge, case
No. 32492/B. In this case, bail had
been ordered in Rs. 300 by one magis-
trate. The additional judge, who was
this particular magistrate, had when
the matter came up before him,
suddenly said, “ I raise the bail to
Rs. 500 ”. The poor man had come
on the calling date, expecting to go
back home and come later for the
trial. He had not come prepared to
furnish enhanced bail. He had come

‘unaccompanied by a friend or rela-

tive. He was suddenly told by the
judge that bail is enhanced to Rs. 500.
If a person cannot furnish it he is told
he will be put into the cell. If he
has a friend, it is all right ; otherwise
he will be put into the cell. In this
particular case, the man was remand-
edrwithout any reason. In this case,
thejudge admitted that he had raised
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the bail from Rs. 300 to Rs. 500. The
Supreme Court judge who heard the
case asked this question :

“Why was the bail increased ? Origi-
nally you might well have thought that
Rs. 500 is the bail order that should be
made because the accused had been
absent, but here, when the magistrate
had allowed bail in Rs. 300 and he had
been allowed time and he furnished bail
and appeared at the trial, was the raising
of the bail justified ?”

The answer was :

“I gave my mind to this case. This
is a case of negligent driving where a
pedestrian had been knocked down.”

The case was under the Motor
Traffic Act. A pedestrian had been
knocked down by the accused, and
the reason that the judge gave for
enhancing the bail was because this
was a case where a pedestrian had
been knocked down. By his own
~ words he is guilty of the charge. But
this magistrate is still functioning as
such despite this inquiry by the Judi-
cial Service Commission.

Again, the presiding Supreme
Court judge at this inquiry asks in
regard to this matter :

“In this case he had been ordered bail
in Rs. 300 on an earlier date. This case
came up for trial on a particular date
and after the bail had been furnished it
has been raised ?”

The answer was :

“Yes, but the question of what bail
had been ordered may not have come

up. I may have ordered similar bail in
all accident cases.”

g . 745

Another question :

“I can understand that. That may be
the individual discretion but was there
any necessity to increase bail; and
another thing is Mr. Boteju says he
asked that this man be given a little
time ? 7

Nevertheless, this judge had remand-

ed the man because he had not given
bail.

Another allegation against this
magistrate was that he compelled
people to plead guilty. uiFyen \that
was proved in the course of this case.
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This is what the court says :

“Q. Actually the fact that the proc-
tor has filed a Motion saying ‘ My client
wants to plead guilty’ almost supports
that. He can’t give bail ; he will have
to go to the Remand Gaol; he would
rather pay a fine of Rs. 10?2 ”

Yes, this magistrate again by his
own evidence has been found guilty
and the charge has been substan-
tiated, but he still functions as
a magistrate.

_He brings witnesses. @~ Who are
these witnesses ? They are proctors
practising in his court. It is not in-
correct for a proctor practising in a
court to come and give evidence on
behalf of a magistrate. If it is correct
for a proctor to report him, then it is
correct for a proctor or lawyer to
come and give evidence for him. But
the witnesses that he called were
people practising in his court. Those
witnesses sent a letter to the press for
publication stating that they were
men practising before this judge and
that he was a good judge. The Judi-
cial Service Commission was aware
of those circumstances. These very
lawyers who gave evidence on behalf
of this judge were all his men. These
lawyers sent that very letter that
was published in the newspapers to
the Judicial Service Commission. The
commission, at least, should have
realised that here was a situation
where one set of lawyers were for
the judge saying that he was a good
judge and another set against him
saying that he had committed all
kinds of offences, and that, in those
circumstances, it would not be
desirable to allow the judge to
function in that court but should be
sent somewhere else. No. Up to
date that officer remains in that court.
Out of the mouths of his own wit-
nesses the case against him was
proved.

One of the allegations made against
this magistrate was that he used to
settle cases by the process of taking
oaths, and that this used to be done
in criminal cases, cases where men
were charged with the offence of sell-
ing kasipou. There is no provision in
the law to allow a man to go to
Katdrdvama and say before God
Kataragama, “I never had kasippu >
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I do not mind if that is the law and
the judges are administering that law,
but there is no such law. There is
provision in the law for compound-
ing certain types of cases, but excise
offences are not compoundable. This
magistrate admits in his evidence
that he has allowed the compound-
ing of such cases. He says, “Not
many ; four or five cases.” I only
wanted one case proved but this
magistrate admits four or five
such cases. His lawyer, examining
him asked the question, “ One thing
you are positive about is that it is
a small minority of cases where the
question of oaths arose?” His
answer is, “ Yes, it will be definitely
just four or five and the distribution
| has been equally among persons
making the allegation and those
against, of the members of the Bar.”
Thanks to the eminent counsel who
was defending him and to the wit-
nesses who were interested in
exonerating him, he has been con-
demned by his own witnesses. He
wag found guilty of that charge, but
he still functions as a magistrate.

Another serious allegation made
against this magistrate was that of
inflicting corporal punishment. The
types of punishment that a magis-
trate or a judge can inflict are stated
very clearly. Every offence has a
penalty ; it is a fine or jail, or fine
and jail, or corporal punishment—
whipping. That is the law. But no
man can be whipped ; no man can
be inflicted corporal punishment if
the law does not provide it.

1 thought I would have difficulty
in proving this charge because I
found it hard to get the mnecessary
witnesses to come forward and say
that corporal punishment was in-
flicted. The police within his juris-
diction had visited a number of my
witnesses and they were intimidated.
I found it difficult to prove the

charge. But what happened? Here
it is in the evidence. This Magis-
trate when he was asked, “ Have

you ordered caning?”, replies, “ Yes.
I have ordered corporal punish-
ment” And he adds, PHTIEd your

Lordship will pardon me there is a
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background. Here too when Mr.
Boteju states that I introduced can-
ing in such and such a court he was
not speaking the truth” and so on.

Then he gives an explanation:

“1 found after a time on an analysis
of the type of case which came before
me that the bigger men who were be-
hind the scene, who could never be
caught, employed juveniles in conjunc-
tion with adults to sell their articles, or,
sometimes juveniles only. In some in-
stances, persons whom I would put in
the category of juveniles...”

He cannot put people in the cate-
gory of juveniles. A juvenile is
defined in the law. He cannot say:
“The hon. Member for Kottawa,
you are a juvenile.” He says:

“In some instances persons whom I
would put in the category of juveniles,
people just above the age of 16...”

How can he say that a man is
“ just above the age of 16 years.” If
you ask me what the age of this
magistrate is, I cannot say how old
he is.

“In some cases, persons whom I would
put in the category of juveniles, people
just above 16 who are probably 16 or
17, indulge in this. My Lord, this was
done because the magistrate was reluct-
ant to send the youngsters to jail or
impose heavy fines. When these young
boys kept appearing week in and week
out, I felt that the ends of justice would
best be served by administering corporal
punishment, because, if their previous
convictions are taken into consideration,
maximum jail sentence or maximum
fine would have to be imposed.”

So on that charge he has been
found guilty—verdict guilty, on that
charge—not by me; out of his own
mouth he has been found guilty. But
this man is there, a judge, adminis-
tering justice for a socialist govern-
ment—a so-called socialist govern-
ment.

A judge cannot deviate from the
law. He says:
“ Case No. 369158 :

Examination-in-chief continued—I
have always held that in instances like
this a slight deviation from the law
would not only meet the ends of justice,
it protects the future of these two
accused to some extent.”

A slight deviation from the law!
Canyounimagine a magistrate say-
irig'that he is entitled to deviate
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from the law? What happens when
he decides to deviate from the law?
One of the most serious cases is in my
hand. The record was with the presid-
ing judge when I left the inquiry. He
would have called this witness, and
he would have seen what happened
in this case. An old gentleman, 70
years, Mr. J. R. Mohanani, Sindi
merchant, was charged in case No.
18360N by his son—an unfortunate
type of case—who did not want the
father to remain in the house and
the son was ready to give him
alternative accommodation. But the
father, quite stubbornly, did not
want to go. So, the son brought an
action for eriminal trespass against
the father. In these matters, a
magistrate: would normally lock into
the matter and do his best to bring
about a settlement. In this case, this
particular magistrate decided to try
to settle it. He tried to persuade
the father to leave. The son was
going to give him money and so on,
but the father was a different type
of father. He was not ready to go.
He had independence like the inde-
pendence of the judiciary referred
to by our retiring Chief Justice.
This father also said: “I am also
an independent man.” The judge
did not like the independence of this
father. Justice Basnayake wants
the judges to be independent, bhut
this magistrate did not like people
to be independent.—[Interruption].
The father said: “It is impossible ;
I cannot go.” So, what did this
magistrate do? He postponed the
case several times. On the last
date he was very angry with this 70
year-old man. He said, “My dear
man, I am going to teach you a
lesson. I will send you to the
House of Observation.” At what
stage did he say that? It was at the
end of the case. The case was over ;
the man had pleaded guilty. At
that stage there was no question of
ascertaining  whether that man
could defend himself. He had de-
fended himself and he had pleaded

guilty. At that stage there
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was no question of ascertaining his
sanity. He was quite a sane man.
Only in the eyes of the magistrate
he was insane because he was not
agreeable to the magistrate’s own
sugggestion——

@mNde IDED. cHINEWD
(soorflG L Lofly. sa@usEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

If this story is true, the magistrate
is insane.

DROBY D WOl ownd Dw.

(8. eriwer Fwrsbsmy.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

He is not only insane. There are
some insane people who are crimin-
ally insane. This is criminal insanity.

This old man was sent to the House
of Observation. Fortunately, he is in
good health despite that. He came
back. The doctors said that there was
nothing wrong with him and he had
to be discharged. The man was bound
over. That was the sentence given

The case came up in appeal for
different reasons, for the sentence of
being bound over. What happened in
appeal ? The late Justice Herat heard
the case. He realised what had hap-
pened. But unfortunately he decid-
ed not to be too harsh to this magis-
trate. I have nothing to say against
a judge who is no more. But what
he said gives him credit. What he
said was pregnant with meaning. He
said, “ This is a shocking case.” Jus-
tice Herat said :

“ Application in revision in M. C. Case
No. 1836010: This is a shocking case.
Complainant is the son of the accused-
petitioner. Both are Scindis who are
assistants in the well-known firm of
Hirdaramani, Ltd.,, Chatham Street,
Fort. It appears that the accused-
petitioner, the father, was living with
the son, the complainant-respondent, as
well as another son in the house. The
learned Magistrate has convicted him of
these charges and has bound him over

to be of good behaviour and not to enter
thenhouse. ”
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Of course, he did not say that he
was remanded to the House of Obser-
vation. The judge could not have
said it because that was not the
matter under appeal. He continued :

“T fail to see how the accused is guilty
of any trespass of a criminal nature. He
is a licensee and his license to remain in
the house has not been lawfully termi-
nated by the son.”

That was the position. This shows
the conduct of this magistrate
against whom allegations were made.
The allegations were inquired into.
The inquiries are over and he is still
functioning as a judge.

I can prove from his own words
how he had on many more occasions
inflicted corporal punishment. But
this would suffice for the honourable
House and the Government to under-
stand what a serious state of affairs
prevails in our courts, in the Judicial
Service Commission.

What is this Judicial Service Com-
mission ? Before that, let me give
one more instance. It is not an
offence not to be rich. People are in
financial difficulties. In all walks of
life there are people who are in
financial difficulties and who have to
borrow money. But in the case of
judicial officers their being in a state
of financial embarrassment is not in
the interests of justice. If a judge
is in financial difficulties to the ex-
tent that he is compelled to borrow
money from the lawyers of his own
court, it is a sad state of affairs. That
judge should not remain a judge. In
this instance, there have been a
number of cheques that had bounced,
and what justice can you expect from
such a magistrate ? He instructs the
bank to stop payment because he has
not sufficient funds in his bank
account for the cheque to be realized.
And when a person instructs the
bank to stop payment on a cheque,
it amounts to cheating and he can
be taken to court because he knew
at that time he had no money when
he issued the cheque.

I promised not to mention names.
In the District Court of "'@giombo;
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case No. 26945, there was an action
against this particular magistrate for
issuing a cheque to the wvalue of
Rs. 4,250 and when the payee went
to draw the money he had stopped
payment on it. The case is now over,
and I believe judgment has been
entered against him ; unfortunately,
he still continues to be a magistrate
in this same court.

What I have in my hand is the
latest document which is with the
Judicial Service Commission in this
connection. I have photostat copies
of it. While this case was going on,
I found it very difficult to get other
members of the profession to take a
correct position on the matter. I am
glad that, in the course of this case,
a number of members practising in
this court realized that they had a
duty to discharge and decided to give
evigence. An advocate practising in
that court made up his mind to give
evidence. Do you . Immow what
happened ? This magistrate called
this advocate to the chambers and in
the presence of another magistrate
abused him. Here, Sir, is the affi-
davit of the man. I shall read from
it without mentioning the names of
the magistrates concerned:

I, Don Piyasena Ratnavebusena Raja-
pakse of 5th Lane, Pagoda, Kotte, not
being a Christian do hereby solemnly,
sincerely and truly declare and affirm as
follows :

“I am an Advocate practising mainly
at. &

Shortly after the inquiry into allega-
tions against Mr. ‘X’ commenced I was
questioned in the chambers by Mr. ‘X’
and I was asked how it was that I was
listed as a witness.”

He was not listed as a witness, but
there was the name ‘ Rajapakse’. So
this magistrate thought this advocate
was going to give evidence at this
inquiry.

“I denied any knowledge about such
a matter and that I had not received
any notice to appear at this inquiry. But
desElte my denial Mr. ‘X’ said “ How is
it that you are lined up with the names
of Ananda Karunatilleke, Proctor Sama-
rajeeva and others ? I asked that I am
still unaware that my name is on any
list and that if it was so it could be about
his car transaction.

On 8th May, 1964 at about 9 am. I
was in the ol

F
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At about 945 am. the Court

peon
walked up to me and informed me that
Mr. ‘X’ wished to see me in his

chambers.

When I entered,...I found Mr. ‘X’
talking fo Mr. *¥Y "

I have called the other magistrate
M ¥ Y

“When I sat down Mr. X told me as
follows in the presence of Mr. so and so.
Now, Rajapakse, you know about the car
transaction. I sent Ananda Senatillake,
my car broker to buy this car, but they
refused to sell it to him. Then you went
and you bought the car for me. "——

Even this allegation that he had
been using the car of an undesirable
person is there.

—“How the hell did Edmund get the
certificate that was in your name ”—

That is referring to me.

—“1 said I do not know. They could
have got a copy from the Insurance
Company. You are aware that he
handed all the documents to you. At
this stage Mr. X intervened and said to
the other Magistrate, ‘Did you verify
whether a certified copy has been obtain-
ed from the company or whether it was
the original that was used’? At this
moment Mr. X, the additional magistrate,
turned to me and said, ‘ You are a liar
Rajapakse, because you have been the
source of information to Edmund
Samarakkody regarding those cases, that
is Geethara Appuhamy’s case and Pon-
namperuma’s case.’ I denied any know-
ledge about Ponnamperuma’s case. I
admifted that I appeared for Geethara
Appuhamy but denied that I had given
any information to anybody. At this
stage Mr. X, the magistrate said to the
other magistrate, ‘I do not trust a single
bugger who is here, I trust only you and
Wijesekara. These buggers stab me
today, they will stab you tomorrow.’
These are the wvery fellows who have
sent petitions. There are two proctors
in this court who have taken Rs. 500 as
bribe from the accused persons. Again
turning to me Mr. X said, ‘ You bugger

ad Ofed. @d. Awe AFHdmnd
(Cserrey eri). sy L wiew LIGOOT LT T [5IT 1 & 5 )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

On a point of Order, Sir, the
HANSARD is now read by a large
number of school children ; therefore
I move that that expression be
omitted,

1964 geadddzm) 17

226

— e End

ow. 9. 8. SHEdnYm @w.

(8. Cs. eriv. §. rregrger)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

@& BNBBPNOE, Rw DD cBIBW
ot RBEBIBY 66 @)D B
2 of 3 o O B2 @

DRNOBY D @l ewnd @cun.

(8. eriwer swralsry.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)
Let me carry on.

—“You have shown the certificate of
Insurance to your clients to prove that
you are friendly with the magistrate. I,
thereupon, asked him to which accused
he was referring to. The magistrate
then said, ‘ You know these accused as
you took them to Edmund Samarak-
kody’s house after the case.’”

He charges this advocate with
taking witnesses to my house. I
complained to the judge who was
holding this inquiry that my wit-
nesses are being intimidated. Here
is an advocate who has wvaluable
evidence to give and here is hig affi-
davit. Is it necessary for me to
read ? Having sworn this affidavit
this advocate sent it to the Judicial
Service Commission and gave me a
copy. This is a photostat copy of
the affidavit. That is the position.

So far as this inquiry was
concerned, before I left the inquiry
I had the occasion to tell the judge,
“Your Lordship has held the scales
evenly.” I said that because up to
that point I had no alegations to
make against this magistrate. But,
considering what had transpired
after I left and the fact that further
allegations were contained in the
letter written by this advocate to
the Supreme Court judge telling him
that he is prepared to give evidence
regarding charge No. 5 or 6 regarding
the use of a car, I am unable to say
that this inquiry was a fair inquiry
after I left

I find in the proceedings the follow-
ing order by this judge:

“Today I have received an affidavit
from one advocate Rajapakse regarding
some car transaction, I think this is re-
levant to this inquiry.”
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That judge is still functioning.
When the judge decided not to pro-
ceed with this matter referred to by
this advocate then I am not in a posi-
tion to say that this judge has acted
fairly after I left. We have heard
of cases where a Supreme Court
judge had picked up from the waste
paper basket anonymous letters and
dealt with cases, and brought to book
certain judges when it was necessary
for such action to be taken. But
when judges are decided otherwise
and are determined to protect
wrong-doers, they go out of their
way to protect them.

Here is sworn testimony not of
irresponsible people but of people
who are ready to come forward and
face all consequences. It is not an
easy thing for a practising lawyer
to come forward and place matters
like this openly against judges.
Nobody knows whether this judge
will remain or not. I am proud to
say that there are people even
among the members of the legal
profession—they are extremely few,
it is a sad state of affairs—who will
come forward in that way. In this
particular case, I am proud to say,
some of my own associates have
been able to face all the conse-
quences and come forward for this
inquiry.

I say this because the retiring
Chief Justice spoke of an indepen-
dent judiciary and fearless Bar. We
are talking of the Bar. When we talk
nf the Bar we talk of the Bar Council
—the unofficial Bar. It is said that
great wisdom is enshrined in the
members of the profession at that
level and we expect that these people
in the Bar Council also will be comn-
cerned about the administration of
justice. They are the people who
appear before the Supreme Court

judges and they are the people
who have influence with judges,
and I thought it might be

possible to find even occasionally
people at that level who will be
ready to fight the wrongs in the
court-houses. Time was Dwhenoythe

Bewids @55 eIDCH
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legal profession played a progressive
part. That time has all gone. To-
day, the Bar Council is a seat of
reaction. I would have liked if the
hon. Member for Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) were
here. He is also in the Bar Council,
but let me tell him that one of the
places that has to be destrcyed if
they want to march forward towards
socialism is the Bar Council, which
is a seat of reaction. I ask him,
what has he been doing, what has
his Bar Council been doing ? They
know about these things and read
about these things. No, Sir, that
time is over.

&, o0, 7.45

I have taken a great deal of your
time. I apologize for ~the time
taken. I had no alternative. Fortu-
nately there is some provision for
us in this House to discuss these
matters in this particular way. The
Judicial Service Commission is a
commission which has extraordinary
powers. What does the Constitution
say ? It is worthwhile remembering.
Section 56 of the Constitution says
this :

“ myery person who, otherwise than in
the course of his duty, directly or 1in-
directly, by himself or by any other per-
person, in any manner whatsoever,
influences or attempts to influence any
decision of the Judicial Service Commis-
sion or of any member thereof shall be
guilty of an offence and shall, on con-
viction after summary trial before a
Magistrate, be liable to a fine not ex-
ceeding one thousand rupees oOr to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding

one year or to both such fine and such
imprisonment. ”

You see, I might have been brought
up before this very magistrate and
found guilty of trying to influence
the Judicial Service Commission
because of the letter in question by
which I made representations to the
Judicial Service Commission. Be-
cause I was going before the Judicial
Service Commission at a certain
stage, I had to withdraw from the
case. I asked the Judicial Service
Commission to transfer him and it
might have been interpreted as an
attempt to influence the Judicial Ser-
vice 'Commission and I might have
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been sent before the same magis-
trate and convicted along with my
other colleagues, and perhaps would
have been behind bars.

S8 B3Y D s,

(,Q@ @mr&wfrsaaﬁé;sm)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

Corporal punishment !

DROBY 2 3@l omnd Dca.

(B. eriiwer Fr&smy. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

Yes, corporal punishment. He
might have put me in that category
of juvenile delinquents. It is some
sort of consolation that such a thing
did not take place. It might have
been my fate, but thank heaven I
am in this House.

aé . éag. Desed DT NSHNGED

(Qsorras 6rLl. Qi LoV LIGH LTI BTILI&S )

(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)

In the House of Representatives.
o/

(85. erwer Fwrsbesry. )

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I am still there. This is not the
state of affairs that should continue.
You, so-called socialist Ministers,
you have gone there and formed a
Coalition, and what have you done ?
Let us forget our different points of
view ; you have gone there, you say,
so that the poor people might benefit
and for the purpose of taking one or
two steps forward in the march to-
wards socialism and to fight against
reaction, exploitation and oppression.
I will tell you Mr. Minister of Public
Works that I have so much to tell
your Minister of Finance and your
member in the Bar Council that, if
you want to fight reaction, it is this
seat of reaction in the Supreme
Court, the Judicial Service Commis-
sion and the Bar Council that you
have to fight against. These are
things that you have to do and at-
tempt to do.—[Interruption.] I agree
with you that you cannot do every-
thing overnight. But I want to know

DO D w0l onE D
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- whether you have brought your

mind to bear on this aspect of reac-
tion that has been in this country
over the years. What are your views
on this matter ? What do you propose
to do with regard to this matter ?
The least you can do is even on the
Floor of this House to denounce this
type of thing. Yes, you will tell me
that you have to act according to the
Constitution. Then change your
Constitution, change your laws.
Your people in the Bar Council can
from that high position denounce
this type of thing that is happening
and prevent them. But, on the con-
trary what do they do ? I regret to
state this: I have brought a matter
before this House ; I paced a Motion
before this House last year and
shortly afterwards I met a judge and
he told me, “ Mr. Samarakkody your
matter is not coming up ”. I asked
why and he told me, “I met your
leader and he told me that it will
never come up.” I cannot say who
the leader is ; I will not say who the
leader is. But I suspect who the
leader is.

8w IDED. cHNGD

(sorpls L lefly. ss@wuss)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
Why did you not ask him ?

DROBY D WS e Dwn.
(Bqp. eriiwer Fuwrsbary.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

I asked him who the leader was,
and then of course he knew that I
was trying to find out the leader, and
he did not tell me. Last year when I
was in the same party with these
people, including the member of the
Bar Council, one of the judges told
me, “ Your leader says that it will
never come up ”’. I ask you in all
sincerity whether you can fight
reaction with that type of attitude ?
You can run about and get up early
at 3 am. to go and see whether a
P. W. D. overseer is at his post and
functioning.

wé AL, @b Vwwd AN Mdsne
(QaorTas 6TLI. i L_1ien LIGRT LT T [5IT U185 )
(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike)
Not at 3 am. in the morning.
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DO R 6O emmd Do

(B. eri_toer FLoT&6lETY. )

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

You can suddenly stop your car
and push a bus. All that is good ; but,
I say, there are other good things you
can do. Why not try to push out an
oppressor magistrate when you
should do so ? 1t is easy to catch an
overseer by the ear and throw him
out. I know that you have suspend-
ed some people, some depot mana-
gers have been suspended, but you
have not been able to get rid of a
magistrate who had committed
offences and whose offences had
been properly proved. What is this
farce ? Is this the Coalition ? If you
have anything to say, say it now and
explain yourself. You can at least
support us in this fight.

B, 8. 8. 9HIIAD e,

(Bap. w. 9. gyi. @erer seor)

(Mr. D, B. R. Gunawardena)
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syl el mD Ip@ew dx¥e
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d® EBw weew e, oW,
@& gy DoBDWD GPODDLY ED
B8, Dndé® DomD Galwsy  eNdd
BBw. 985 @) ®WO® OBEeH W6
% 8w e DTSN DS ACHY B
o DAMEBRE ®ERECH WD
Y, gndZes HPDET BERBD—

23ENBBDSs

(o &@rraeri)
(The Chairman)

gfoBm »PD o ueHns [NED
8Ge Banon.

3. B @l @mVER» Ow.

(8. . 9. . Gewou ser)

(Mr. D. B, R. Gunawardena)

e, Sfofm 2P o &
BDwsTer mxm. GToGmn D
ex0cDR. NS HPDWO g 3 gdbhie
3 = 6.
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(258 rraari)
(The Chairman)

62NB FOBPNSe ?

8. 8. 8. 92RIA» .
(8w w. Q. gyi. @ewreur ser)
(Mr. D. B, R. Gunawardena)
@6 QC®SDY B FLOBRs.

2NV

(&R rraari)
(The Chairman)

& YD 2HO® BeA®D.
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8. 8. ¢l 9diam @c.

(8. . 9. oy @eweuisar)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)
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(The Chairman)
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(Mr. D. B, R. Gunawardena)
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(The Chairman)
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(Bm. . Q. gyi. Garaiser)

(Mr. D. B, R. Gunawardena)

DHD o WY BN, S8
decw 9BEDwwbed Bwwe ey
NoIRBY @Y MO, s ®»es
25y 6520edR S8wE 22,000 = oz
2D DO, ¥y BB »HYD BBEDw
b Dacwms’ HBEH  »,
Pem qud S DForn D657
scwz ZBeAmD. g DEenDce &d
gmeGef e ACw BB D
By g e &Hw Yoy
a5 DI @ e ®O, BBy
F enw o T 5N® 28, grnd
RNéem @ 80 ¥ 8BHEDw S
wD 88 exlec? 09 gunmd Fm.
Q® BB HoedsY e BeAD
Fod 604 clem gmew PG a®
ACHY B 2R,

1964 gewdedz 17

234

—ndm esend

O& BnBsRNOB, gldWmben e
en@BsT wewd ged e® ol wened
gD B8EAed @y DD WO Y
6o 8 Bedmd. gesd & o wwdDe
WDEBY 5  CEM® gh&aB cODB.
2P m® §lwCwNO® e @AY
WE5Y 65 c@MBEY HOB. O BsY
e ©c5F WE»D H»HO gud AG®
BeAsYm dn I o Desy®
BB 66 DNwsYm. 6@m  SRHweo
DD O gu0 ¥ Ak BesI
% BN, gRSEsHE Ot 88»
goew BB 88 D0 Buomwexnnd
98c®sY ¢x0 ¥ e DN WEFT®
Moo cendmO®f oDy WmE B,
g A D 2, AHB @OBAG S
6en) w® & DD o®» gsd N
DE5Y 53 8¢ ?

BeNBBRS)

(@]&:@H‘F&Wﬁ‘)

(The Chairman)

o VL S @ n@wsy
ceY ®.

8. 8. @d. @i .
(B . 9. QY. (&R BT )
(Mr. D. B, R. Gunawardena)
®® »® wecHnsy cwed .

LN B

(2y&& rraari )

(The Chairman)

amO dene D »PD &LATR
cwsY cOBE wwmdsh ST o
O 6mme @8 BB 88 8B2dec
WO G¢OB B DD WS O BB
DehDe . O® T 9B cemD.
NPy Twve D® P  oa®
0D HS® eave OE,

8. 8. @d. 9B Ow.

(8. w. Q. yr. Gewarser)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

60w ¢ Sew @B 8 BeA® eewny
65ncdB. wdnY Sfm goed BB
SHB 200 Bedryem. BB o
D DNEBT B e, cme SBRDw


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

235
DEMB®

[B. 8. @3 qd5dm O]

mbew gned gxlm Ben. g8 DDOBY
@OnY B8&m gwedd grlem. & ®g
GRS af BB &8 @
e b Vg ccBw @ €@ a&k
Bened WS emeg mw. 80 eF}D
gfecw gR&EsHE AC &dB. B3¢
wed S0 ®HE g8 exem gud &
B DS BDEC® Icw BB VN
e51ede ?

@0 s emexnd 6 @ WX
oY RNeAwd. Bedzvecwsy® @9
9CCHD €d® Y e wum ACH B®
R, AT Bon@e b OB HYSery
(DDOTD w@lNernd Owi) cOon
58 & o Dben 9E8unY WG B
o8& 5Tem DwBsy om 5
ced® exned GmEE WS g m.
g e gmdc g8 wmed 2O®
BB Hwed ewmeBr® wslem ?
B »Y BDuwy BeIWD. @ ol
t0ed 88w 8w @Y DY Bed
0. e® ol wwmedsy @dnf & 8B
»noY eerd  BDF Bwd sfewnd
BsYcd cedsyem. O 208 @
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denied Scso.
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DE DO
S&SlenauLiy
ADJOURNMENT

sR DD

ad 8 8. ¢ BCH»
(Qsorra) &. (G. 15 Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I move,

“That the House do now adjourn. ”
& »a B8 Wé» G

WD BN
(Furprusi)
(Mr, Speaker)

_Has the hon. Member for Welimada
given notice of his questions ?

Bewldm 9535 VeFACH
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oxy. 98, 8. SHr&¥dw » D,
(8. Cs. erid. . rregrger)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
Yes.

D BN

(FUTpTUsST)

(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member for Galle ?

o DED. cHNGD

(sorfE L lefly. Ss@uUEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I have given notice of a question
last week on a certain matter.

DS BRGNS
(F LT Ui )
(Mr. Speaker)

We will take up the question of the
hon. Member for Welimada.

e IDED. cNGD

(sorfls Llefly. ss@ues)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I gave notice last week. This is a
small matter. I am thankful to the
Hon. Minister of Finance for having
made arrangements to export gems to
various countries abroad on payment
of a ten per cent tax. However, I
am sorry to have to inform him that
the two departments concerned, the
Department of Exchange Control and
the Department of the Principal
Collector of Customs, have not yet
made arrangements to see that his
order is implemented.

In this connection I sent the Hon.
Minister of Finance an urgent tele-
gram last Thursday. This matter is
urgent because parcels have remained
in Ceylon without being sent from
the 15th of May last and some of
these people who wanted to send
parcels of gems have by now lost
their customers abroad. This is the
telegram that I sent on Thursday :
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“State: Urgent,

Dr. N. M, Perera,
Minister of Finance,
Colombo.

Precious stones parcels are still not
being sent because Controller of Ex-
change and Principal Collector of Cus-
toms have not yet settled their differences.
This is an abominable shame and you
should now replace these two officers
with two who will serve the people. Please
intervene at once.

W. DAHANAYAKE,
M.P. for Galle.”

This is a very ungent matter and
the people who are concerned keep
on pressing that action should be
taken. I am certain that the Hon.
Minister of Finance will take imme-
diate action now that it has been
pointed out to him.

g. on. 8.4

ewy. 8. 8. SesdsY 5y Dcsn.

(8. Cs. erib. (F. rregrger)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
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Adjourned at 8.10 p.m. until
10 a.m. on Tuesday, 18th
August, 1964, pursuant to the
Resolution of the House of
14th August, 1964.
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