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Bribery (Amendment) Bill [Senate]
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Bribery (Amendment).”

BriBeErY (AMENDMENT) BILL
[SENATE ]

8 O sWRE Owm. (elmdéen
DO 88Ac 2:ZEe®Im odm»)

(Bm. . F. uov@ao—LFH oyewssfer
urrrenweTpés srilusia)

(Mr. D. T. Pasqual—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice)
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(Mr. S. K. K. Suriarachchi—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Education)
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(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Local Government and Home Affairs)
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AGAINST CHAIRMAN, MR. VICTOR ABEYRATNE
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Local Government
and Home Affairs: (a) Is she aware
that allegations of bribery, corrup-
tion and maladministration have
been made against the Chairman,
Urban Council, Ratnapura, Mr. Vic-
tor Abeyratne ? (b) Will she inquire

into the following charges made

against the chairman,— (i) that con- -

trary to law the chairman has -
agreed to rent out to a supporter a

building block in the heart of the
town at a nominal rental of Rs. 10
without the approval of the Minister
as required by law; (ii) that the

chairman solicited a Dbribe of
Rs. 2000, a charge made by
Mr. Gunawardene, a market-stall

holder; (iii) that U. C. labour and
the U. C. lorry was used to level
building sites for the butcher; (iv)
that there took place a fraud to the
value of Rs. 47,000 in the Town Hall
buildings ?

S58wsY @dEA® S

(Bmws dedluer @erarser)

(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene)
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(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)
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(The Hon. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwar-
dena—DMinister of Labour and Housing)
—(on behalf of the Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Defence and
External Affairs)
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URBAN COUNCIL, RATNAPURA : AUDIT
QUERIES
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(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary

to the Minister of Local
ment and Home Affairs :

Govern-
(@) What
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audit queries have been raised re-
garding the Ratnapura U. C. from

1960 up to date ? (b) What action
has been taken regarding them ?.

3wy 9B e,

(BmG ddluer @emransar)

(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene)
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(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)
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(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene)
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APPROPRIATION BiLL, 1964-65

MSD WMEDBE wewH ACH CI—
[ofe geade m 19]
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sl ADES. CHBNGD (G @)

(soor 5 1 Liefluy. FE@WUES—Irel )

(Dr. W. Dahanayake-—Galle)

I should like to ask you what
- T 1
Headyou are taking up now and
what' the programme for today is.
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LA E P (O

(&S nreart)

(The Chairman)

We are discussing the Votes of the
Ministry of Justice today. Votes of
the Police Department will be taken
up tomorrow.

q’:@:gcﬁ DRED. NG
(s 5 L Lefly. S&E@UES)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Would that mean that we have to
finish the discussion on the Votes
of the Ministry of Justice today and
take up those of the Ministry of
Finance after that?

BB
(&8 rrFari)
(The Chairman)

Does the House agree to take up
the Votes of the Ministry of Justice
first ?

ad 53R
(Qzormau gm&gﬁm’n’)
(hon. Members)
Aye!

8. 8. @8, 9B Ow. (g e
edC'C)

(B 1. 1T, opf. @Gl seT—IYcH & T
Gaud)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

We agreed that the Votes of the
* Ministry of Justice would be taken
up today.

oY, OO. 8. HEddw oy Q. (EDD)
(8@ Ca.

wenr_)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna—Welimada)
gRmben g@ioMorkd 8Ed gud
Qe gmmonn @Y V. DN
M8 »@ asy e gD ®BY.

erin. 1S _rrrrggy"é:sar-—-éﬁmsa

LI BB

(s rreeri)

(The Chairman)

If that is so, the Votes of the Min-
istry of Finance musbijgedtothe
bottom. f adve

BHewlEm 9535 @eIACw

936

— 06 Bend

ad ¢ cwmBmm 882

(Oserras 19 Qeriier &paurgser)

(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

We will take up the Votes of the
Ministry of Finance now and follow

up with those of the Ministry of
Justice.

ad 95y Bdlewwy
(Osorreas yE&s s SHeu)
(An hon. Member)

But the Minister of Finance is not
here,

aé, ¢ chBem BSDIA%
(Oserres 19 Qeriier & perger)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I will see that he is here.

8. 8. @8, ¢RI .

(B . G. yi. gererisar)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

The Hon. Minister of Finance must
be here if we are to take up the
Votes of the Ministry of Finance. In
his absence we are not prepared to
discuss these matters. He must be
here.

GnBe DAES cozNGED

(soorflEH Llely. se@UsS)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

If you insist that the Votes of the
Ministry of Finance should be taken
up now, till the Minister comes, may
I touch on certain subjects—

8. 8 @l 9RiRm» .

(B . 8. yi. Geraui ser)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Let him be here, if we are to take
up the Votes of the Ministry of Fin-
ance. In his absence we cannot
discuss them; he must be here.

BN BB

(Ly&@rreeri)
(The Chairman)

In the meantime, what shall we do?
We will take up the Ministry of Jus-
tice-and wind up with the Ministry
of Finance.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

937 :
Fesdedm ewQPuny weam, 1964-65

g2l FREL. cwzNwD
(sarff LLefly. saEuudEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

That will leave us no time for
Finance.

8. 8. 0. 9D Qw. (62nODD)
(Bm. . §G. . @ Uil GaT—GSTL

Lrar)
(Mr. D. B. Gunawardena—Kottawa)

If the hon. Member for Galle
wants to speak on the Votes of the
Ministry of Finance—

8. 8 @b, @2ndd» @w.

(8 1. &. yi. Gearenzar)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

The Hon. Minister of Finance must
have that much courtesy to be pre-
sent here when his Votes are taken
up. Every Minister must make it a
point to be present here when his
\Votes are taken up for discussion.
We do not come here just for the fun
of coming. We come here with the
idea of bringing certain matters to
the notice of the Minister.

oY, O 8, GrédmyY » Dewn.

(8p. Cs. erib. (&. rregr gar)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

Den® O gRWEeH FgMoRs §d
8302 8 M Sew® e g@rsowns ©B3Q.
Qe gDmors ol cOBY B .

@l ADED. cnsneD
(sarff L lefly. ssE@ués)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

~What is the position now?

BB BNSs

(G&@rraari)

(The Chairman)

We take up the Votes of the Minis-

try of Justice first and then those of
the Ministry of Finance.
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Sl 53.—p B i
ur &@LU G 1.—Lenfliureriler 2end
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uaSl @ Q. 1—F5 yowssr, 3,01,222
o1 gLy 1—oeefui Carliyh &Fibuern
&@Hh, 5. 1,87,722

HEAD H53.—MINISTER OF JUSTICE
Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and

other allowances of staff, Rs. 434,434

Apportionment No. 1.—Ministry of
Justice, 301,222

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and salaries,
Rs. 187,722

omy. 9. 8. &HiEdw » Ocn.

(8. Cs. erib. (F. mregrger)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

o6 BnBRYPPL, g S
BeRD ¥ Bg DB 6wibrnd & g8
35 WDEH :

_ “That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item *“The
Minister ”. (Apportionment No. 1.)
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(8. orb. Qaudgburi—e Q9 y. )
(Mr M. Sivasithamparam—Udupiddi)

I wish to raise one matter with
regard to the Supreme Court
Registry. The House will remember
there was a case in which two sub-
inspectors of police were involved in
an incident with the hon. Member
for Nallur (Dr. E. M. V. Nagana-
than). They were convicted by the
Distriect Judge of Jaffna and they
had filed a petition of appeal. Since
the matter was sub judice, we were
told it could not be raised in this
- House.

It is more than one-and-a-half
years since the decision of the case
in the Jaffna courts, but for some
curious reason this appeal is not
coming up, I am personally aware
that cases which had been decided
subsequent to this case in which
-these two sub-inspectors were in-
volved have been taken up in appeal
and disposed of. But this particular
case for some curious reason is not
being listed and, therefore, no deci-
sion is being arrived at in this case.
Meanwhile, against Public Service
Regulations these two sub-inspectors
are continued in service, and I am
also informed that they have been in-
volved in some incidents thereafter
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That is a different matter. The ques-
tion would like to ask is, why is there
such an undue delay in this appeal
being taken up by the Supreme
Court ? Since the Registry comes
under the Minister of Justice I am
raising this question.

There is one other matter I want
to raise, and that is with regard to
the Official Language Department.
I have more than once on the Floor
of this House said that the price of
Tamil books published by this depart-
ment is generally three or four times
the price of the same books published
in the Sinhalese language. I am sure
that this price difference is naturally
unjustified, and I would ask the hon.
Parlimentary Secretary to look into
this matter and see that some fairer
price is fixed for the Tamil books
that are also published by the Official
Language Department.

The hon, Member for Welimada
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna) has spoken
at length on what the language
policy of this Government is after
June 11th and before June 11th. I
do not want to dwell at length on
that matter. I only wish to remind
the hon. Member for Welimada that
we have on our Statute Book an Act
known as the Tamil (Special Pro-
visions) Act. Apparently the hon.
Member forgets that this Act is still
on our Statute Book. But I only
wish to ask the hon, Parliamentary
Secretary this. In the Throne
Speech on the opening of the Fifth
Session of this Parliament this
Government declared that they
would implement the Sinhala Only
Act and the Tamil (Special Provi-
sions) Act—with a new addition this
year—to the satisfaction of the
Sinhalese and the Tamil people. I
think the Speech from the Throne
was made nearly three months ago.
I wish to know from the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary what steps
they intend taking in the near
future to see that both these Acts
are implemented to the satisfaction
of both the Sinhalese and the Tamil
people. I think this is a legitimate
question, that we are entitled to ask
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because we should know, if your in-
tention which you have in very clear-
terms set forth in the Throne Speech,
namely, that both these Acts will be
implemented and that too to the
satisfaction of both peoples—is a
serious one, what steps you intend
taking to do so.

. & . 11.15

The hon. Member for Welimada in
a moment of enthusiasm said that this
Government is only worried about
the language of the judges and not
over the language of the people. If
the hon. Member will extend that
argument, may I ask him as to what
happens to the language of the
Tamil people ? Undoubtedly that is
where sometimes the truth comes
out even from the hon. Member for
Welimada, Yes. We are not so
much worried about the language of
the judges as the language of the
people. But there are also Tamil
- people in this country who speak a
different language. What is to
happen to that language ? I think
when the hon. Member for Welimada
makes these arguments he should
also remember that these arguments
extend a little further and cut the
soil under his feet. He said we
should worry over the language of
the people. TUndoubtedly. I ask
him, what is to happen to the
language of the Tamil people ? That
is why we say that the language
policy of the Government should be
reviewed, that is, looked at from
a new angle.

Since the Coalition Government
came into being undoubtedly there
have been certain administrative
measures taken by some of the Hon.
Ministers which eased the tension
which had existed between these
two peoples. That I must say. I
would only request them not to be
frightened of the threats which have
been uttered across the Floor of this
House by the hon, Member for
Welimada (Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
that no amount of guns would stop
them, and so on. That should not
deter you from doing the work you
have started. I ask the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary once again to tell
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us whether the Government would
put into effect the intentions they had
mentioned in the Throne Speech, that
is, to implement these two Acts to
the satisfaction of the Sinhalese as
well as the Tamils. I would ask the
Parliamentary Secretary whether the
Government has given thought to this
matter and if so, what steps they
intend taking.

The other question that I wish to
ask is about the undue delay in the
matter of the listing of the appeals
in these two cases where two sub-
inspectors are involved, who have
been charged with and convicted of
assault on the hon. Member for
Nallur (Dr. E, M. V. Naganathan).
Would he tell us why there has been
such an undue delay in the listing
of these two appeals in our courts ?
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(Dr. W. Dahanayake)-

First of all, I wish to congratulate
the Minister of Justice on the very
good work that he has done during
the past year in connection with
conciliation boards. He has set up
about 80 new conciliation boards
and about 20 more such boards will
be set up in the next few months. It
was only a few months ago that an
amendment was introduced which
would enable municipal areas to
have conciliation boards and I am
happy to be in a position to say that
the Galle Municipal Council area
will be getting the first conciliation
board of the Island.

While thanking him for the work
that he has done, I would like to
warn the Hon. Minister of Justice
about the action of certain saboteurs
in his Ministry. There is no doubt
that the work of the conciliation
boards affects very adversely the
practice of professional lawyers.
Wherever a conciliation board has
beexiset up, the number of cases in
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the courts has come down in a re-
markable manner. I think that
once the Conciliation Board in Galle
is set up, it may not even be
necessary to have an additional
magistrate in Galle. Lawyers are
very much perturbed because the
work of conciliation boards is so
successful and the hidden hand of
professional lawyers is seen in the
way the Estimates have been drawn
up.

pI refer you to Head 58, Vote No. 1.
You will see that the post of Admi-
nistrative Secretary of Conciliation
Boards is deleted. You will also see
that there is no provision for an
Assistant Administrative Secretary.
Again you will notice that in 1963-64
the voted expenditure for the admi-
nistration of conciliation boards
was Rs. 12,798 but in 1964-65 that
Vote has been reduced to Rs. 8,304.

<o 12
2382 55@@3
(&) rreer)
(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Deputy-
Speaker will now take the Chair.

GDRGRY DAMEDDD Foumessy @I
JewsY, Bewldn DAMED MY o 8 I,
Sdume Qumn, YRwmndid Sa.

e DED. EH BN

(srfB) 1 tieflyy. SE@WIGS )

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

While the work has expanded and
more conciliation boards have been
set up and more boards are about to
be set up, the administrative branch
of the set-up is to be contracted and
not expanded. Why, I ask, is the
post of Administrative Secretary
deleted ? conciliation boards are an
experiment. That experiment has
proved successful, but those who
are working the onciliation boards
need help and guidance or we shall
jsoon see that their work becomes
unsuccessful. As the work of con-
ciliation boards becomes better
known and more cases are brought
to conciliation boards, the volume of
work will increase and the nature of
work will become varied. Thus.

Bewldm 0535 Oe8aCH
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Sir, those who are working in con-
ciliation boards need plenty of help
and guidance. Today the conciliation
boards work with very little
expense to the Government, There
is a clerical allowance given to the
chairman of a conciliation' board
which comes to about half the salary
that is offered to a clerk; no type-
writer is provided for the work in
connection with a conciliation board
and very little stationery is given to
the chairman of a conciliation
board. I think these are deficien-
cies that should be set right. I believe
that every conciliation board should
have an office in a central place.
With all these deficiencies the con-
ciliation boards are carrying on
their work successfully purely be-
cause of the guidance that they re-
ceive now from the few officers who
are doing this work.

Mr. Chairman, the hidden hand of
professional lawyers is seen by the
fact that the post of Administrative
Secretary has been deleted. The
lawyers have approached those who
prepare the Estimates and reduced
the staff, so that in the year to come
the work of conciliation boards
will be crippled and no expansion
will be possible. I said that the
Galle Municipal Council limits will
soon be having the first conciliation
board to be set up within municipal
limits. Every other municipal coun-
cil is asking for conciliation boards ;
Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia, Kalutara and
Panadura are asking for conciliation
boards. How can you do this work
without an Administrative Secre-
tary ? I, therefore, ask the Minister
of Justice to restore in the Estimates
the posts that have been deleted. This
is a very important matter. One of
the good things that this Govern-
ment has done is to set up concilia-
tion boards and those who wish to
destroy whatever good this Govern-
ment has done have devised a plan
whereby the conciliation boards
will become less successful in future.
We place much importance on con-
ciliation boards and we think that
if the conciliation boards are pro-
perly encouraged more than 50 per
cent of the litigation for which this
country is so notorious will cease to
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exist. Therefore, I request the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min-
ister of Justice to give the House a
satisfactory explanation as to why
the two posts of Administrative
Secretary and Assistant Administra-
tive Secretary have been deleted and
see to it that those two posts are
restored.

There is another subject on which
I wish to make a few comments
‘namely the grant to the Law Society
of Ceylon under Head 53, Vote No. 4.
I remember the time fifteen years
ago when the Government decided
to give a grant of Rs. 50,000 to the

Law Society of Ceylon. I was one.

of those Members of the State
Council who supported the giving of
this grant very enthusiastically, I
remember Mr. E. M. Karunaratne, a
very distinguished proctor, can-
vassing the Members of the State
Council in that connection
pointing out to us what a great deal
of good the Law Society of Ceylon
could do, and we readily agreed to
the giving of such a grant. But now
I am beginning to have my
misgivings about this grant.

The other day the Hon. Minister of
Communications discovered that the
lawyers who are employed by the
Ceylon Transport Board are not
allowed to appear in cases where the
C. T. B. are a party before various
tribunals. The Hon, Anil Moone-
singhe, Minister of Communications,
gave a ruling that the lawyers
employed in the C. T. B. should
appear before various tribunals. I
agree with that too. The Law
+ Society of Ceylon has given this
ruling at a meeting of the Council of
the Law Society held on 23rd May,
1964, at which the following resolu-
tion was adopted. It was stated that
that resolution should be considered
as a ruling of the society. This is the
resolution :

“ Tt js improper for a proctor who is
employed by a corporation, a municipal
council or such body as a law officer or
in any other capacity with a fixed
monthly remuneration to appear as a
proctor for such body. The Law Society
does not see any objection to such a

1964 geded) 24
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proctor appearing not as a proctor but
in his capacity as an officer of such body,
in proceedings in which this body 1is
entitled by law to be represented in court
by one of its officers or employees. 2

What does this ruling mean ? The
Municipal Council of Galle has a
lawyer. He is expected to appear for
the council in all cases that come up
in the magistrate’s court. Now, ac-
cording to this ruling he cannot in
future appear as proctor for the
Municipal Council of Galle ; accord-
ing to this ruling any proctor em-
ployed by the Ceylon Insurance
Corporaticn or the Ceylon Petro-
leum Corporation cannot appear on
behalf of that corporation before a
tribunal. Now, we say that this
ruling of the Law Society of Ceylon
is wrong. It is contrary to legal
practice in all parts of the world.

Let us see what the position is in
England: In the big book called “ A
Guide to the Professional Conduct
and Ethics of Solicitors” published
by the London Law Society, we are
told that there is no objection to
solicitors appearing for corporatiols
and similar bodies. Then, why is it
that the Law Society of Ceylon tries
to prevent proctors from appearing
before tribunals on behalf of the
corporations in which they are em-
ployed ? Once again you find the
hidden hand of professional lawyers
who do not like to see their practice
taken away from them.

If the Hon. Minister of Justice is
not able to convince the Law So-
ciety of Ceylon that it must reform
its ways and that it must think
afresh on modern problems, I think
it is time for us to tell the Law
Society of Ceylon that we are not
prepared to give them a grant. The
Law Society of Ceylon should be
given a stern warning to give up
their old-fashioned, selfish ways. 1
personally believe that it should be
possible for anybody, not neces-
sari'y a prefession2l man, to appear
on behalf of a poor man in any court,
not merely in a tribunal. I have ap-
peared before labour tribunals on
innumerable occcasions and I have
rendered service to a large number
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of poor people which no profes-
sional lawyers would have been
able to render.

§. . 12.15

Mr. Chairman, I do not see why a
poor man who cannot afford to pay
a fee should not be allowed to ask
his representative in Parliament or
any other friend to appear on his
behalf before any type of tribunal.
Why shou d lawyers think that ap-
pearance before a tribunal is their
preserve? Undoubtedly if a non-
lawyer appears before a tribunal he
should abide by the rules of the
court, he should familiarize him-
self with procedure and he should
be able to conduct the proceedings
in a reasonably good and legal
manner. Provided those conditions
are satisfied I do not see why a non-
lawyer should be prevented from
appearing before a tribunal. So, I
say that the Law Society of Ceylon
should change its old fashioned
habits and try to think in terms of
the conditions of life as they are
today. I hope that the resolution of
the Law Society of Ceylon of 23rd
May, 1964, will be completely with-
drawn and that proctors will be per-
mitted to appear before tribunals.

There is one other matter on
which I wish to make a few brief
comments. That is, the question of
the Press Commission and the Press
Bill. This Government in 1960, in
the first flush of victory announced
that it would introduce certain re-
forms in regard to the way in which
the press in this country is being
conducted. After making that arn-
nouncement in 1960 the Government
took no action for three years. For
three years it remained silent. Why?
Then in 1963 it suddenly woke up
and began to move very fast. In
fact, during the last few months the
Government has moved so fast that
I am inclined to call it “indecent
haste ”. The Government has shown
indecent haste in the way in which
it has dealt with matters connected
with the Press Commission. It was
only a few days ago that we were

Bewfdzm s3I Vet

984

—NEE eend

able to read the Interim Report of the
Press Commission in our newspapers,
An interim report is of use if there is
some urgent action that has to be
taken, which action cannot pos-
sibly be delayed. In this parti-
cular case there was no such urgent
action that had to be taken. There-
fore, an interim report was not
called for. But this notorious In-
terim Report of the Press Commis-
sion went further. It made certain
recommendations which we find
would become the main recommenda-
tions of the commission. Thus the
interim report of the Press Commis-
sion contains what could become the
principal recommendations of th=
Press Commission and we were being
given the principal recommenda-
tions without the support and the
background that would have been
needed to understand intelligently
the recommendations in the interim
report.

How can we understand why a
particular recommendation is made
when there is no full report of the
evidence that was 1elevant to that
particular issue? How can we un-
derstand the interim report at all
without the rest of the report? I
say that the interim report was a
piece of trickery practised on the
people of this country.

What happened next? Hardly was
the ink dry on the newspapers that

published the interim report when
suddenly we read that a Press Bill
had been submitted to the Cabinet.
I learnt that some of the Ministers
were taken aback by the sudden-
ness with which a Press Bill had
been presented to the Cabinet.
Thus within a few days we have
had an interim report and a Press
Bill for our edification. I ask the
Government: why this indecent
haste? Why do you want to con-
sider a Bill in the Cabinet before
the report of the commission is dis-
cussed in the House ? What is this
topsyturvy procedure which you are
tryingto devise?
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(Mr. P. B. Balasuriya—Galigomuwa)
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Prevention is better than cure is
the rep.y that I would give my
worthy Friend from Galigomuwa.

I wish to charge the Government
with practising the vilest type of
trickery known in politics in con-
neciion with the Press Commission
and the Press Biill. The Govern-
ment has devised a crooked and un-
known prccedure in this matter.
The recognized, reasonable and de-
mocratic procedure is for the report
of the commission to be tabled in
the House of Representatives and
for the Government to allow the
House a full-dress debate on the
findings of the commission. It may
be that for the purpose of making it
easier for hon. Members, the findings
of the commission are reduced into
what is known as a White Paper.

What is the procedure that this
Government is trying to adopt ?
Overnight, like a thief, the interim
report steals into the Cabinet. Again,
there is another midnight perform-
ance when a Press Bill is introduced
into the Cabinet. We demand that
the findings of the Press Commission
be debated fully in the House before
any further action is contemplated
or taken.

I should like to tell the hon. Par-
liamentary Secretary that I have
moved a cut in the Votes of the Min-
ister of Justice, and I shall press for
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a reduction of his Votes by Rs. 10
if he does not give the House a clear
indication of what he proposes to do.
We do not want these hole-and-
corner methods In connection with
o matter of such vital importance to

democracy itself. What are Yyou
proposing to do ?
g. en. 12.30

There is a Press Bill. I have read
it It is a most shocking and scan-
dalous Bill. It is a disgrace to those
who framed it. It is not a Bill in
the sense that other Bills are Bills.
It is a piece of canvassing for the
Government. It is a type of subtle
pro-governmental action which you
propose to take in order that you
may continue to be in the seats of
power, Therein lies the secret of all
these machinations. For three years
you thought that you were safe in
the saddle. 1960, 1961 and 1962 were
your haleyon days, when you
thought that the S. L. F. P. would be
in power for ever and ever. In 1964
you have realized that the people
are disgusted with your Government,
that the people want to throw you
out. That is the secret of these vile
machinations. You know that the
people will throw you out at the next
election. You are aware now of
your manifold transgressions and so
you are devising a way of saving
yourselves. Most shocking and
disgraceful is your action.

How do you want to save your-
selves? You want to save your-
selves by gagging the press, by pre-
venting the shaping of public
opinion, by concealing the factual
position about various problems and
by boosting your own little acts
about which you crow so much. '

A free press is necessary at any
time in the life of a nation. A free
press is most necessary when a
Government starts to muzzle a
country, and a free press is a sine
qua non for the survival of humanity
against the misdeeds of corrupt
Governments.

It is necessary that there should
be a free press at a time of elections.
How do these gentlemen propose to
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have the elections? In the dark.
They want to rig the elections. They
do not want the public to be told
the truth. They do not want the
public to know what Members of
the Opposition and what ecritics of
the Government say. That, in short,
is the principal aim of this Press
Bill.

Do you think that I am exaggerat-
ing the position ? I will just read

to you one section of this Press Bill.

Clause 25 of the draft Press Bill re-
lates to “Powers of Council on its
own motion to hold inquiries in res-
pect of certain matters.” I have to
explain that the members of the
Press Council are themselves all
nominees of the Prime Minister.
Every member of the Press Council
will be a nominee of the Prime
Minister. Nowhere else in the
world has a Press Council been con-
stituted in this manner. The Prime
Minister is the only one who can
nominate a person to the Press
Council.

There are press councils in other
parts of the world. In those press
councils it is not the Prime Minister
who nominates the members. In
this country the Prime Minister
must have that power solely for her-
self. She is the Prime Minister and
she eliminates everybody else in
that process.

Now, this Press Council is to be
given certain powers. Let me read
Clause 25. It states:

. “The Council may of its own motion
Inquire into whether (a) the publication
I any newspaper of any item of news,
picture, cartoon, article or story—

(i) tends to stir up dissatisfaction

among the people against the Govern-
ment ; _

(ii) is calculated to subvert the
Government, ”
It is the only Press Bill in the

world which seeks to protect the mis-
deeds of the Government. The
word “Government” occurs here
several times—“ stir up people
against the Government”, “subvert
the Government.”

Bewldm 9535 eTDEH
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The Government, according to
this draft Bill, is a sacred body
which must not be criticized. It is a
god who must not be assailed. It is
a god to whom we must offer in-
cense and prayers. Woe be unto the
person who attempts to create dis.
affection among the people against
the new god, the Government of the
S.L.F.P. and the L.SSP. Woe be to
the person or persons who do any
acts calculated to subvert the new
god, the Government of Ceylon !

Mr. Chairman, I always under-
stood politics to be the game of
criticizing - the Government ; of
making them improve on all
matters ; of overthrowing the Gov-
ernment, if it is corrupt and inimical
to the interests of the people.

I always thought of my position

.as a public man as one that should

impel me to overthrow a Govern-
ment which is not good for the
people. I consider it my first and
foremost duty to stir up disaffection
among the people against a bad gov-
ernment ; I consider it my privilege
to subvert the government, if it is a
government that is against the
people.

The history of civilized countries
abounds with the names of im-
mortals who created disaffection
among the people against the gov-
ernment of the day. I need not
mention examp'es but most of the
great immortals of the world like
Mahathma Gandi, Winston Churchill,
Abraham Lincoln, Jawaharlal Nehru
and S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike,
stirred up disaffection among the
people against the government of the
day. They did actions which were
calculated to subvert the government
of the day.

This wretched draft Press Bill con-
siders it a crime to do what these
great men did.

And what wou'd be our position,
the position of Members of Parlia-
ment? During the last twenty
years, except for a brief period be-
tween 1956 and 1960, I have been
doingamothing except stirring up
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disaffection among the people against
the Government. That has been my
one hobby and that is my hobby.

8 8. @d. S wé Ow.
(8w . 1§ i HrCaasr)
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

Except during the period of the
Crietaker Government headed by
~ you.

8w DED. crNGD

(rar e Llefly. sa@)U&EsS)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

If I cease to criticize any wrong
action of the Government, then I
cease to be a representative of the
people.

8 8. @d. Sdcwdnd .
(B e 7. gy FrlF&ET )
(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)

Except during your Caretaker
Government when you were up to
all sorts of mischief.

@HhBe DED. NN

(sar G L Lol F&@)&Es)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

That is what you think. If I was
up to mischief you would not be
where you are. It is because I gave
you perfect freedom and I gave you
a one-day election which nobody else
would give that you are able to speak
in that strain. Well, I do not wish
to be diverted from the main topic
by what my good Friend from
Ratnapura says.

I ask you why this Government is
keen on saving itself through the
- Press Bill. I looked in vain for any
clause which would speak of disaffec-
tion among the people against, for
example, religion. If a person tries
to create trouble between the peoples
of various religions through their
speeches or through their writings,
or if newspapers try to create such
trouble, very well, the Press Council
may come down on them. But here
the position is differentodf some sort
of article in the papers'tends to stir
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up disaffection among the people
against the Government, then you
come down on the press. What will
happen during the next elections ?
No speech made by any Member of
the Opposition will be printed in the
newspapers " if this Press Bill 1is
passed. The public will not know
what the Opposition has to say about
the Government because what the
Opposition has to say about the
Government will undoubtedly create
disaffection among the people against
the Government, So, you see, the aim
of this draft Press Bill is to protect
the Government at the next general
election. That is the plain, blunt,
naked truth.

You are preparing yourselves for
the next election by introducing a
Press Bill which will conceal the true
facts about your Government and
which will prevent all critics coming
out with the truth about the Govern-
ment. To take one example, do you
think, if this Press Bill were opera-
tive now, any details about the trans-
actions with the People’s Bank would
have seen the light of day ? I do not
want at this stage to go into details
about the People’s Bank. It has
ceased to be a people’s bank ; it has
become “some people’s bank”. Mr.
Chairman, if this Press Bill had been
in operation, not one word would
have been said in the newspapers
about the People’s Bank. How many
millions of rupees of the people’s
money had been loaned out without
security, without guarantors and
without the approval of directors ?
Such things would never have seen
the light of day.

&. ey, 12.45

Then, 1f you introduce a Press Bill
of this type and make it effective,
what is going to happen to democracy
itself ? Are you not nailing demo-
cracy’s coffin by introducing this
Press Bill ? That is our grievance.
The freedom of the press is the palla-
dium upon which all other freedoms
stand. The freedom of the press is
the most important of all the free-
doms that we enjoy and, if you take
awayothe freedom of the press from
us,”then we bid goodbye once and
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for all to democracy and usher in a
dictatorship, That is what this Press
Bill means.

I want to ask my good Friend the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary
whether he agrees to give us a full
discussion on the Press Commission
Report before the Cabinet takes any
action on this question. He must give
us an unequivocal answer. What does
the Government propose to do ? Does
it propose to pass in the Cabinet a
draft Press Bill and put it before us ?
Or will the Government agree to a
discussion of the report and thereafter
introduce, if it wishes to, any Press
Bill that it may consider suitable ?

There is a difference between the
two procedures that I have indicated.
My good Friend may well say : “ You
will have an opportunity of discuss-
ing all matters connected with the
Press Commission when the Bill is
before Parliament.” I want to point
out to him that if the Government is
sincere, if it wants genuinely to find
out public opinion, the best-known
forum available is the House of
Representatives. You bring your com-
mission’s report before us, we will
point out to you where it errs, we will
show you how it can be improved,
and, profiting by a full-dress debate
in this House, you then can produce
a Bill which will satisfy the needs
of the people. If you bring to this
House a Bill which you have pre-
pared beforehand, then that means,
Mr. Chairman, that you have consi-
dered the issue and you are deter-
mined to see that the Bill that you
introduce is put through because it
will become a question of confidence
in the Government.

If a Member of the Government
votes against the Bill he would be
voting for the defeat of the Govern-
ment. If a sufficient number of
Members vote against the Bill the
Government will have to resign.
Now, that is the position that will
arise if you bring forward the Bill
all at once. Then we know that you
will influence the back-benchers. on
your side by telling themsaf Well,
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If you reject this Bill we dissolve
Parliament; we go back to the
people ; I can give no guarantee that
you are going to be our party man ;
your future will be something for
which we are not responsible ; there-
fore, if you want to take the risk,
vote against this Bill.” What I say
is, if without any prior discussion of
the merits of the commissioners’
report, you introduce the Press Bill
in Parliament, the Government will
be intimidating its Members snto
taking a certain course of actsin.
The Government will be influenc 1g
its Members in an undue way.

We all know that we are within
twelve months of a general election.
They want to have the whole press
on their side and they do not want
anybody else to say anything else
except what they themselves choose
to say. Mr. Chairman, the prospect
is so horrible. If a Press Bill of this
type comes into effect, what is going
to be the fate of this country in the
future ? That is a very serious ques-
tion for all Members to think about.
Everything else will depend on this
Press Bill.

We are told in this Press Bill that
there is no such thing as a take-over
of an existing press. That is not
true. There is no take-over as such
in the Press Bill, but there is a subtle
way in which the take-over is to be
effected. This is a calculated piece
of legislation drawn up by a person .
who is extremely anxious to save
the Government notwithstanding its
manifold transgressions. The author
of this Press Bill should be offersd
a medal by your Government for
taking the best possible action to
save your Government from disaster.
You know the fate that will befall
your Government if you go before
the country, when all the facts will
be laid bare before the people. There-
fore you are devising a Press Bill
which will prevent the people from
knowing the other side of the story.
Thereforg we demand that vou
should, before introducing the Press
Bill, give us an opportunity of debat-
ingndathe report of the Press
Cornimissioners.
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BENBBH
(o sErreeri)
(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Sitting is
suspended till 2 p.m. On resumption
the Deputy-Chairman will take the
Chair.

dedd® 30 gp=e? Mm:mEDD g E9Dm
CesY, g . 20 mdm wm Bowddn weHed
oy sw ¢8 J. el Qw. of wwmuBR D
guny 0D BV I® L.

oé G Y. AV, eueld (e
@)

(Qasorrey sorflS erer. erib. QuUCrTr—
b5 sy>wEFS)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera—Minister
of Finance)

Before you start the Business of
the House may I appeal to the House
for its indulgence to raise a personal
matter ? I do not know at what
time the discussion on the Votes of
the Minister of Justice will be over,
but it was agreed that we take up
the Votes of the Minister of Finance
immediately after. Unfortunatﬁly,
owing to a bereavement in our party
—one of my own colleagues died and
the funeral is from 3 o’clock till about
5 o’clock—I might have to be away
durins that perlod I have asked my
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Parliamentary Secretary to be pre-
sent in the House and to take down
notes in case the Votes of the Minis-
ter of Finance are taken up for dis-
cussion. I will come back as soon
as the funeral is over. I hope that
indulgence will be given to me by
this House.

MéDestn BecnEs BHBBH
(@ s safler 97 5 g}ég@ﬂ'ﬂ'&@r&)

(The Deputy-Chairman of Commit-
tees)

That would be all right.

8. HDEY »HO Dco.

(8. . pourgarid)
(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

Mr. Deputy-Chairman, just before
the adjournment I was dealing with
the question of the implementation
of the Tamil Language (Special Pro-
visions) Act. I would like to know
from the Government categorically
when they propose to bring before
this House the regulations they have
framed to implement the Tamil
Language (Special Provisions) Act.
A solution to the problem of the hard-
ships and the inconvenience caused
to three million Tamil-speaking
people in this country and the in-
justice done to them, must be found.
I hope the Government will take
action very soon in that regard if
they have not started already.

Connected with this question is the
problem of the new-entrant Tamil-
speaking public servants. Some time
back we read in the newspapers that
the Cabinet sub-committee on
language, presided over by the Hon.
Minister of Finance (Dr. N. M.
Perera), had decided that those new-
entrant public servants who had not
yet acquired proficiency in the Sin-
hala language would be discontinued
by the end of the year. I would
like to know from the Government
the reason for this mighty hurry
about these new-entrantdhpublie
servants,
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In regard to the old-entrants among
the public servants who had joined
Government Service before Septem-
ber, 1956, thne Governmeni had
already taken a decision to hold
in abeyance the withdrawal of
the mnotices of compulsory retire-
ment served on some of them
for another year—till about June
or July next year. Presumably,
they had taken this decision in re-
gard to the old-entrants in pursuance
of the decision of the court arrived
at in what is known as the “ Kodees-
waran Case”. In that case a court
of this country has held that the
Official Language Act is ultra wires
of this Parliament, so that its future
is in the balance. Because of that
court decision you agreed to hold in
abeyance all those notices of compul-
sory retirement in regard to the cld
entrants. I believe that case will
definitely go up to the Privy Council
and it is there that we will get a final
decision on the validity of this Offi-
cial Language Act. Till finality is
reached the future of this Official
Language Act is in the balance.

When you have taken that step in
regard to the old-entrants, I cannot
understand why action against the
new-entrants is being rushed through
in spite of the court decision in the
Kodeeswaran case. 1 believe the
Government might trot out the
answer that these new-entrants had
signed an undertaking in the letter
of appointment that they would gain
proficiency 'in the official language
within a particular period of time. I
am sure the Government can very
well understand whether or not all
these new-entrants had any alterna-
tive but to sign on the dotted line.
Hundreds and thousands of educated
unemployed roam the streets, and
they got an opportunity to enter the
Public Service. That was an oppor-
tunity that they had been waiting for,
and when they are told “ You will
be given employment under Govern-
ment only if you sign on the dotted
line undertaking to gain proficiency
in the official language within a pres-
cribed time,” can they, under such
eorpulsion, afford to put up a resist-
dhee ? Indeed, it is revulsion that
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has been caused by the policy of this
Government, in the hearts of the
Tamil-speaking people, to a language
which they would otherwise have
made every effort to study. On a
background of revulsion created
against this language, can they study
or gain proficiency in it ? It is not
only a question of picking up “ g, ”
“@” but gaining proficiency—not
even a working knowledge but some
thing much more than that—in the
official language so that they may
work in it.  When a person who is
unemployed is given that condition, I
say he has no other alternative. He
would be prepared to sign anything
only if he could get the appointment.
Even big people in high positions do
it. Even our Hon. Minister of Finance,
when he saw the chance of ending
a 28-year old unemployment period
only if he surrendered the right of
nominating L. S. S. P. candidates at
the next General Election to the
Prime Minister, was prepared to sur-
render that right, and 30 he got this
portfolio of Finance. What of these
little men, small men, who are out
for a means of livelihood ? Under
compulsion they have no doubt
signed, but everything is subject to
the implementation of the Official
Language Act, the future of which,
I say, is in the balance or is held in
abeyance until a final decision is
taken by the highest tribunal on its
validity. The Hon. Minister of Fin-
ance in his capacity as chajrman
of this sub-committee on lan-
guage has also repeatedly threatened
to dissolve local bodies—urban coun-
cils, municipal councils and town
councils—on the ground that they
refused to accept cheques in Sinhala.
There was the recent case of the
Trincomalee Urban Council where a
cheque drawn up in the official lan-
guage was sent back and instructions
had been issued to take stern action
against this urban council even to the
point of dissolving it.| I do not know
what authority or what law would
permit the Government or any
Minister to dissolve any local autho-
rity elected by the people under the

provisions of the Local Authorities
Ordinance on the flimsiest grourd
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that it refused to accept cheques
in Sinhala. I would like to inform
the hon. Members of this House that
if they act on that directive every
local authority in the Tamil-
speaking areas is prepared to have
itself dissolved rather than accept the
cheques drawn up in the official
language. Until this issue is settled
at the highest level they would
rather allow themselves to be dis-
solved than go through this fake
democracy in local government.

There are one or two other
matters which are of local interest to
which I would like to refer under
this Head. In the Kayts constituency
there are about eight to nine rural
courts whose head office—that means
the office of the V. T. President—had
hitherto been at Kayts. As hon.
Members know, Kayts is the principal
town of this electorate and this elec-
torate is composed of 7 to 8 isolated
islands. There is one single V. T.
President who has to preside in the
rural court which covers all the
islands and also a certain portion of
the peninsula, a division known asg
Valikamam West Division. Hitherto
his office had been at Kayts and there-
fore it was most convenient for most
of the litigants to transact all their
business when they got to Kayts
which is always accessible by launch
service ; Kayts is also a place which
most of the people visit rather
frequently on other business and for
some reason, which I am unable to
fathom, this office has been recently
shifted to a place called Chankanai in

the peninsula. This step has caused
quite a lot of inconvenience and also
resentment in the division and I
would suggest to the Hon. Minister
to take it back to Kayts where the
head office functioned all these days.
It is a very, very necessary step. I
would also suggest in this connection
that as far as the V. T, President is
concerned, his division too be confined
only {o the Kayts electorate, Unlike
other areas where different parts of

different electorates could be formed
mto-cone V. T. President’s division,
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Kayts should be treated as a separate
division in view of the communica-
tion and transport facilities.

q. on. 2.15

I would like to say a few words
regarding the district court buildings
of Jaffna. The Jaffna city is, I believe,
one of the three or four major citics
in this country. The Jaffna district
court building is a crying shame to
any Government. The lawyers’ room,
the library and the office are all
housed in one building. This build-
ing is more than 200 years old and
had been put up by the Dutch beforz
they left this Island. Whilst most of
the other big cities have got new up
to date buildings the city of Jafina
has been neglected. I would request
the Government to pay urgent atten-
tion to this question and to put up z2n
up to date modern building very
early. We are getting a secretariat
which is nearing completion. I hope
the Government will not stint any
money to put up a modern building to
house the district court and the
magistrate’s court in Jaffna.

There is another matter which I
would like to bring to the notice of
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Justice. It is not of
local or parochial interest alone; it
is a matter which affects legal practi-
tioners in the whole Island. Legal
practitioners have to refer up court
records almost every day to keep in
touch with cases; very often they
have to ask the record-x=eper to issue
a court record to refer to an order
made on a motion or an application,
to see what further action they have
to take and so on. All these years the
practice was to obtain a record over
the counter on an application made
by a legal practitioner, and then after
rzference to return it over the coun-
ter. All this was done free of any
charge. But today under the new
Finance Act, a legal practitioner has

to tender a 25-cent stamp for every

record that he applies for and obtains,
except in certain specific cases. He
applies for records forgilegitimate
purposes such as to issi€“sunimos
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and processes and for reference.
Every time he does it he must pay a
fee of 25 cents. I say that this is
putting undue burdens and unneces-
sary expenditure on a legal practi-
tioner in the performance of his
duties. After all, the lawyer is as
much a cog in the machinery of the
administration of justice as any other
person connected with the adminis-
tration of justice. He is an arm of the
law, an officer of court. If any other
officer of the court such as the judge
or clerk—or even a peon—is entitled
to refer to a record free of charge, 1
cannot see any reason why the legal
practitioner, the proctor on record or
the party to the case, should pay 25
cents to refer to this record. I think
that this procedure cannot be justi-
fied on any ground except, of course,
that any pretext is sufficient to fleece
the public. I would earnestly request
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
remove this unnecessary levy.

2RO w@déFeommd Ow. (/e
8003)

(8. eriiioar Emfrﬁ@ar@—qm‘é]‘%ﬁ;
awor)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody—Bulath-
sinhala)

It is not my intention to go ovVer
cld ground under the Votes of the
Ministry of Justice, but I must say
that it is not merely disappointing,
but certainly a very serious state
of affairs when the Government
of the. day, tar from seeking 10
remedy ills and conditions which
ought to be remedied and which could
be remedied, are seeking to give their
approval and their encouragement to
wrong-doers instead of intervening
legitimately and redressing wrongs.
That is the state of affairs prevailing
in our country.

After the reply that was given by
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
the matters raised by me with
regard to the Judicial Service Com-
mission I am certain that things will
become much worse than before.
Over the years we have criticized
various government departments—
theopolice, the army and so on—and
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I must say that certain changes have
taken place however belatedly. How-
ever, with regard to the courts you
are not helping any changes to take
place in the correct direction by your
attitude.

You do not know how people are
suifering in the courts. There are a
number of hon. Members who are
members of the legal profession ; they
know the sufferings. It is not neces-
sary for us to keep on repeating these
matters. These.changes will not cost
you money ; it will not make you
bankrupt. It is only a question of
intervention in the correct and proper
way. Nobody wants you to intervene
with the Judicial Service Commis-
sion but you can raise your voices at
least in this House and agree with us
when we bring these things to the
light of day instead of giving certi-
ficates to wrong-doers.

Over the years we have complained
that people brought to court are
without any rhyme or reason re-
manded. The law is there to be
administered properly in relation to
the needs of a situation. Over the
years, for no rhyme or reason people
brought to court are just remanded
when no remand is necessary and
bail ordered when no bail is neces-
sary. Ordinarily one would expect
even in bailable offences for the
police to tell the judge: “Although
this case is concerned with a bailable
offence I ask you not to bail this man
for these reasons.” One can under-
stand that. But even where the police
do not insist on bail being refused,
magistrates and district judges decide
to remand people. I think these are
matters that can be remedied without
interfering with the administration
of justice. Surely, the Judicial
Service Commission can be alerted
to the representations
made here by the people’s represen-
tatives ? That is a way in which you
can legitimately attend to these
matters instead of simply giving a
certificate.

Court-houses are places where
people are being oppressed  with
Impunity, against which nobedyhas
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the right to say anything without
running the risk of being put behind
bars. Court-houses are places where
severe oppression of the people takes
place. I once made it a point to take
a Minister of Justice of this Govern-
ment, Mr. Sam P. C. Fernando, to a
particular court, and I showed him
the conditions that prevailed there. I
am sorry to say that even after his
visit there has been no change there.
I took him to the cell there and
showed him that the conditions were
like those in hell. Those hellish con-
ditions still prevail there. How can
changes take place when your atti-
tude is one of giving certificates ?

You say that these are complaints
by dissatisfied lawyers. Do you think
we complain merely because we are
dissatisfied ? It is not going to help
the people of this country in any
way if you adopt that attitude. You
have a duty by the people of this
country. In the court-houses people
are suffering, and there is nobody to
help them. Magistrates are a law
unto themselves. They cannot be
removed. I know of a magistrate on
whom an order of transfer was made
eight times, and eight times some-
body intervened with the Judicial
Service Commission. It was after the
eighth time that he was transferred.
That is an old case. I know of a
particular magistrate who is due to
be transferred at the end of this
month. I do not know whether my
remarks will have any effect on this
matter, but my information is that
he will continue to remain despite
the fact that the Judicial Service
Commission in their wisdom had
decided to move him.

Those are the conditions that we
have to meet. I trust that the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary as well as
the other Ministers will take note of
the situation that is prevailing and
do something about it.

I now come to the question of the
implementation of ‘the language
policy. We know what the lansuage
policy of the Government is. This ig
not the time to change the language
policy,of the Government, but 1 say
thatoyou are pledged to implement a
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policy which allows for the reason-
able use of Tamil. That is the least
we could have expected from the
Coalition Government. I do not know
whether those who joined you have
already been intimidated by the
usual type of campaigning that is
going on on the part of the dark
forces of reaction. There was no
need for the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications to have made the
statement he did in this House
if he was going to allow the reason-
able use of Tamil. I do not know how
far this Government will go if it is
going to be intimidated in this way.
If we are to understand the meaning
of what is happening, I think that
already some of the good things you
have decided to do will not materi-
alize. There will be good proposals
but they will not be implemented.
You have come forward with pro-
posals to fight capitalism. You
cannot run away when there is the
slightest opposition. Of course, the
hon. Member for Welimada and
others will shout on the question of
language, but I say that you can,
within the four corners of your law,
administer the language policy with-
out unnecessarily oppressing the
. Tamil-speaking people. You can give
relief to some extent. I cannot see
that happening. It is more regret-
table if we cannot see that happening
with the Coalition Government.

With regard to public servants,
the Government has temporarily
suspended the action that they had
proposed to take concerning those
who are not proficient in the official
language. I say that it is not merely
a question of suspension of action.
I do not want to go over what has
been said about Mr. Bandaranaike’s
own position with regard to this
matter. It is a violation of his own
position to call upon public servants
who had joined the Public Service
on a certain footing to function on
a different footing. I refer to public
servants who entered the Public
Service before the official language
policy was implemented. You have
to take note of the fact that their
case is separate and differentrvfrom
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that of those who joined the Public
Service after the implementation of
the official language policy. It should
not be a mere temporary suspension.

I come to the Press Bill. It is true
that the proper time to discuss this
matter fully is when the Press Bill
comes before this House. Ordinarily,
we could have waited till the Bill
came before the House. But this is
a far more serious matter which can-
not wait till the Bill comes before
the House.

When the draft Press Bill appeared
in the papers I found it difficult to
believe that I was reading the actual
Bill that is supposed to be before the
Cabinet. It was just impossible to
believe that this is the type of legis-
lation that this Government is think-
ing of imposing on this country. I
do not want to deal at length on this
matter, but it is very clear that what
they are seeking to do is not merely
to curb the press but to prevent any
type of criticism of this Government.

The hon. Member for Galle made
a very important speech. He has
shown how it is just not possible to
function as Members of Parliament
if this Press Bill is passed. Any
criticism could be interpreted as sub-
versive of the Government. Of
course, every Government of the day
is naturally nervous about criticism,
is concerned about criticism. But it
dare not interfere with the right of
the people to criticize.

I would remind the Hon. Minister
of Finance that he himself was be-
hind prison bars. What was the
reason ? The activities of our
party—my party and his party at
that time—were supposed to be sub-
versive of the Government. Yes,
we exppressed our opposition to
imperialism. And today I stand
opposed to the capitalist system and
this capitalist Government. It is my
business to do everything in my
power with the people of this country
to overthrow a government when a
government has to be overthrown.
Of course, they have a right to take
whatever measures to safeguard the
Government. But let them not do
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that under cover of trying to create
new conditions. Let them not talk
about high ideals. Let them not dis-
cuss about the independence of a
free press. No, this is a pure and
simple attempt by this Government
through their hand-picked nominees,
recommended by the Prime Minister
and appointed by the Governor-
General—eleven of them—to prevent
criticism.

Whom will the Prime Minister
select ? Her own men. Her hand-
picked men are going to control the
press and completely prevent any
type of criticism in this country.
- Political parties are there to oppose
and criticize the Government. No
political party will be able to func-
tion under these conditions. No
newspaper can be published. Under
cover of dealing with subversive
activities, any articles that are likely
to create disaffection for the Govern-
ment will not be published. We are
trying every day to show the people
the crimes and the wrongs that are
being committed by the Government,
by the Ministers, by the police, by
the army; we are trying to expose
the corruption that exists in your
departments. Of course, you have
the right to defend yourself. If you
are attacked, defend yourselves.
There -is the law. But you have no
right to prevent criticism in this
way.

I know you will say that I can get
up and speak, But what is the use of
my speaking if what I say cannot be
heard by the people ? When I speak
in Bulathsinhala I am not speaking
to the people of Bulathsinhala alone ;
I want the people of Jaffna, Minu-
wangoda and Yatiyantota to hear
what I am saying, what I am saying
about you people in the Government
and what you are doing.

That is exactly why you are trying
to stop us, and you think vou ecan do
that. You may rush a Bill through
Parliament, but may I tell the
Government that it may pass legis-
lation but that will not be the. end
of things.
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Let me tell the Government that
the people of this country, the
working-class movement and the
trade union movement, are conscious
of their rights. You talk of giving
managerial positions to the working
class. Yes, that is because they have
today reached that stage and because
they have attained a Ievel of intelli-
gence. They are not going to tolerate
any and every thing you do. I say
it is an extremely serious thing that
you are trying to do, and when the
time comes the people of this country
will deal with these things, section
by section, one by one.

And I take this opportunity as the
first one to tell the Government this.
You are now trying to rush this Press
Bill through Parliament, but we have
seen commission after commission
inquiring into this matter and that
and issuing reports, valuable reports,
but no action is taken on those
reports, which is indeed a bad thing.

od. @8 LePIAm» Ow.
emne® 8gPdm @53F)

(8. Cay. DT guw&gm—@ar@&qﬂ}
Osp@ pseord yisssai)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—First Colombo
South)

Where is the report in this case ?

(emen

. @, 2.30

QROBID wOSTerd D,
(8. eri’wer swraQary )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

Exactly. We have not seen the
report yet. The hon. Member is quite
right. When reports are issued by
other commissions no action is taken
on those reports. Here, in this case,
without the report seeing the light of
day, without allowing the people to
discuss and study the report, you are
rushing through a Bill.

I asked several hon. Members the
reason for this haste because I just
could not understand it. I think the
hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W. Daha-
nayake) gave us the reason in his
speech, The Coalition Government is
trsring.to adopt measures to see that
1thds returned to power at the next
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elections. They want a guarantee
that the various things they are doing
today will not be told to the people.
And that is their only guarantee—the
Press Bill. That is the way they hope
to return to this House—by stifling
criticism. That is why they are
rushing through this Bill

May I tell the Government that
they will not be allowed to do that.
The people of this country will not
allow you to do that. The Government
can fight us individually but you can-
not fight the workers and the pea-
sants of this country. They will rise
up against you. If you are prepared
to bring the police and the army to
defend yourselves, then rush through
this Bill. I do not want to threaten
the Government, It is wrong to do
that.

I do not want to say anything more,
but it is the duty of every person,
irrespective of the party to which he
belongs, to raise his voice in protest
against this Bill, to fight against this
tyranny that is now rising before our
eyes.

Sir, from the way in which this
Government is trying to rush through
this Bill, one would think that we are
now living in a state of Emergency,
because it is only under a state of
Emergency that you can have this
type of restriction. This Government
functioned for a period of two years
in a state of Emergency and it would
appear that in its last year also it is
going to function in such a state,
because the Press Bill is another type
of Public Security Act—another type
of Public Security Act for the pro-
tection of the Government. If the
Government does not want the people
to point out the wrongs that it is
committing, then we are living in a
state of Emergency. According to the
Governtnent, it is in the public
inierest now that its wrongs should
not be exposed.

Sir, the Government is trying to
introduce a piece of legislation that
will ensure for the Governmentoa
situation where there "swillmbe | 110
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criticism at all, in order to maintain
itself in power, without saying so.
It is far better for you to say: “ We
declare a state of Emergency ”. No,
Sir. Let the country know that. it is
an extremely dangerous situation,
and it is for the people of this country
to understand this danger. I am cer-
tain that when they begin to under-
stand it between now and the time
this Bill comes before this House—
it is a very short time—the people
of this country, of whatever walk of
life, to whatever political party
they belong, will get together and
fight and defeat this Government on
this issue,

BBIC BEDEN » Own. (efSed)
(B evrerel Sodsrsor—Car CL )
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne—Kotte)

I sometimes wonder whether we
should stand to defend the press in
the form in which it exists today. It
is a matter that will come before us
for debate very soon. I do not know
whether the press as it is constituted

today is the ©best defence of
individual liberty, is the watch-
dog of the nation and also

maintains eternal vigilance which
is the price of liberty. I do not
know whether it is so. But those who
know the history of the press in this
country, any gentleman with any
intellectual honesty either inside
this House or outside, will not be in
a position to defend the press mono-
poly as constituted by the Associated

Newspapers of Ceylon, the Times
Group and the Swadeshi News-
papers that are functioning fto-
day because they are serving their
political masters who have been
defeated and are making a desperate
attempt to bring them back to power.
Anyhow, I do not stand to praise
this blessed press ; I stand to bury it.
I would like to see a new press that
will reflect the democratic sentiments
of the people of this country. I dis-
agree respectfully with my good
Friend, the hon. Member for Bulath-
ginhala.
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I sometimes wonder what will be
the fate of our press when the
proletarian revolution comes into this
country and when there is a dictator-
ship of the proletariat. Surely, the
hon. Member for Bulathsinhaia
should give us a guarantee that after
the dictatorship of the proletariat the
present press would be allowed to
continue. Is he prepared to give that
guarantee to us ? The dictatorship of
the revolutionaries which he and his
clique talk about today is a dicta-
torship that is receding to the remoie
background. They who talk of the
workers must think that the workers
also talk of others and that we can
also talk of the workers. This Govern-
ment has a right to talk about the
workers, and the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party which is in coalition with this
Government has also the right to
talk on behalf of the workers. And,
as to whether the hon. Member for
Bulathsinhala reflects the workers’
wishes on this question of re-organi-
zation of the capitalist press in this
country is a matter to be considered.

I have very carefully looked at this
question. We know the history of this
press. We are not worried about the
great services rendered to this
country by the late Wijewardenes.
They had a role to play in this
country ; they had a role to defend a
decrepit political system. I think the
hon. Member for Bulathsinhaia
knows very well, and also the
members of his revolutionary gang,
that when he and his old party collea-
gues in the year 1953 stood up to
fight the United National Party
Government on the question of the
increase in the prices of sugar and
rice, how the Lake House press, how
the Times press, played foul by the
entire working class movement of thigs
country. Is it that press that we are
going to defend today ? No, Sir, It is
not that press that I am going to
defend today. That press has to g0 ;
that press has to be buried and 2 new
press has to come up in this country
which. will reflect the democratic
sentiments of the people, because
we are advancing towards socialism.
After the revolution, I do ‘m6tekno
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whether Lake Hcuse will be allowed
to exist at all. Atter the revolution,
I do not know whether the Times
Group will be allowed to function
at all. Surely, in the post-revolutio-
nary epoch the revolutionary news-
paper will be the only organ of the
people. Surely, the dictatorship of
the proletariat which my Friend
speaks of will herald only the dicta-~
torship of one political group, and 1.0
other political group will be allowed
to survive.

g. exn. 2.45

You talk of the existence of a demo-
cratic press within this set-up ; and to
talk of the abolition of this press
under a different set-up is trying to
talk with your tongue in both sides
of your check! I am not prepared to
accept that. I do not know whether
the draft of the Press Bill that was
published in the daily newspapers of
this country is really the official
document.

S8wnY @ZdBA» S,
('Q@m’@ el gy & T T F6r )
(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene)

How did it get there, is the
question.

WO E BERSH » s,
(B ow_reraf) Bosargar)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

In point of fact, with due respect
to the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Local Govern
ment and Home Affairs, I must say
this press—the Lake House Press,
the Times Press-—has its own espion-
age system working in this country.
It had on its pay roll certain people
who were connected closely to this
Government, and they are getting
thoroughly exposed.

The press is today carrying on a
policy of espionage, and, combined
with local vested interests, is making
deliberate attempts to buy a certain
section of this Government—which
it cannot do, is unable to do—in
order to defeat this Government on
the.coming Press Bill. The fight
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against this capitalist press is a fight
against reaction in this country and
we must stand firm on this matter.
How can these people reflect the
views of the nation ?

My constituency has sent me back
to Parliament on the Press Bill
1 have no worry. My people do nct
want this press. My people want a
new press. 1 do not know whether
this draft which was published in the
newspapers is a genuine draft. I do
not know who gave it to the press
and how much the press offered that
gentleman who gave it to them. And
this is the press which wants an
existence in this country to serve the
public cause.

You see the rag of a news-sheet
that is published. I do not know, my
speech may not be given publicity
in that press for the next two weeks,
but it does not matter because a new
press is coming into existence. You
see that dirty news-rag that comes
every morning called the “Daily
Mirror ”. Is it a newspaper or a news-
rag ? Sometimes, the toilet paper i
your bath room is much more respec-
table than this news-sheet. What did
it do during the period of the forma-
tion of this Coalition Government ?
Was it a newspaper reflecting the
wiskes of the people of this country
or was it a political news-sheet that
reflected anti-Government views and
Catholic Action and Donald Rana-
weera views ? Today it is Donald
Ranaweera who  speaks. This
morning’s newspaper shows Donald
Ranaweera speaking on behalf of the
press. This Donald Ranaweera is one
of the most prominent members of
the United National Party, a press
magnate, an estate owner. These are
the people who are being called upon
to defend the press and the liberties
of our people. :

Is this what they call press liberty
and the morals of the press ? Its mora-
lity is worse than the morality of a
brothel house. What did it do during
the epoch when the Sri L.anka Free-
dom Party Governmentoinn-allignes
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with the Lanka Sama Samaja Party
and the Ceylon Communist Party
were fighting reaction in July 1960 ?
I have never seen caricatures and
cartoons so immoral, so debased, as
were published in the newspapers.
And you saw how our Prime Minister
was drawn in some of those cartoons.
Speeches which were never deliverea
by prominent members of the Unitrd
National Party were written by the
“Lake House” here in the Lake
House building and published as
“ So-and-so spoke at a largely atten-
ded meeting ” when they never spoke
at that meeting.

This was how the press carried on
the campaign in the year 1952, when
the hon. Member for Bulathsinhaia
was in the Lanka Sama Samaja Party
and when I too was in that party. At
that time the present Hon. Minister
of Finance made a very important
issue of how certain bricks excavated
from Mahiyangana were used to put
up some construction, which was
factual and true. This was the time
when the United National Party
became the saviours of our religion.
I do not know whether they are yet
our saviours, but they were pretend-
ing to be the saviours of our religion.
They got round the press and Mr.
Bennet Soysa who was then Mayor of
Kandy, and also the Chief Priest ; and
the newspapers carried on a big
campaign in 1952 to see that the
United National Party was brought
back to power.

Are you asking us to defend this
press ? I do not know, if my hon.
Friends from Bulathsinhala and
Kottawa, come to power, whether
there will be a press at all. I am
asking them to state clearly whether
they are also undergoing a process cf
pragmatic socialism or revisionism
because a dictatorship of the prole-
tariat where one class comes into
power and suppresses the other class
—and what is the other class ? The
other class is represented by the -
United National Party—will not con-
done the existence of a capitalist press
to represent capitalist views in the
country. The Coalition Government
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of Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike stands
to guarantee the liberty of every
individual, and wishes to see that the
views of the people are published.

During the last two weeks, if one
takes up the newspapers of this
country and reads them, what does
one find ? What are the news editiong
of those newspapers ? When they
want to disgrace a fellow, they do it.
The United National Party had a hard
time with the press once. There was
a time when Sir John Kotelawala
was made a hero of this country, the
Hero of Bandung, by the press. When
the present Leader of the Opposition
was in absentia, when he had teni-
porarily given up politics, they had
to build up a man whose stature was
very low and they did it. But when
the real fight came on, the “ Premier
Stakes ”, they subsequently thought
that Sir John Kotelawala must be
broken, torn to shreds and dragged
along the drain, so that a new politi-
cal power could be built, on the
crowning pedestal of which was to he
the Leader of the Opposition, Mr.
Dudley Senanayake. That is how
this dirty, servile press, this amude
press, played out the people of this
country, and today they want the
freedom of the press to defend the
liberty and the freedom of the people
of this country. The workers and the
peasants of this country have been
amply looked after by this Govern-
ment, and, whilst they are marching
on the road to socialism, they will
see to it that the fullest possible ex-
pression of the views of the people
is given in the papers of this country.

The reorganization of the press of
this country is a crying need. The
hon. Member for Bulathsinhala holds
the view that the earlier commissions’
reports have not been published, but,
I believe, though some have been
published, their recommendations
have not been implemented. The most
important thing to keep in mind is
not that reports have been published
or their recommendations have not
been implemented, but . that this
Government seeks to implement
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everything that they have told the

people of this country during the last
few years.

We are not frightened of elections.
We will go to the polls. We know the
people will return this Government
back into power because this is the
one and only Government that has
served the interests of the workers
and the peasants of this country
during the last few years. This press
has to go. The Wijewardenes and
their ilk will have to be pensioned.
The Donald Ranaweeras will have to
earn hard and to dig hard, and
they will have to leave the Times
Group. These press concerns have %o
be democratized so that they will
reflect the true wishes and aspiratious
of the common man of this country.

Permit me, Mr. Chairman, to say
a few words in Sinhala on a subject
which is written in Sinhala and
spoken in Sinhala.
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(An hon. Member)

We will suspend the Sitting now
for tea.

it BeTEn WSS
(Gapsaaflar 1975 os&rraeni)
(The Deputy-Chairman of Committees)

As it is not possible to carry on the
Business of the House due to a
failure in electricity, I suspend the
sitting for 15 minutes.
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(Bcs. L of Coar@wss—ACOL g i)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake—Dedigama)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I had no
intention whatsoever of entering
upon a discussion as regards the
contemplated measures with regard
to the press. I thought it would be
appropriate if I said something in
this House when the legislation was

Bewldn 9535 edDE®
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before us, but, since the matter has
been raised and it can be raised on
the Votes of the Minister of Justice
under whom the Press Commission
activities are included, and, parti-
cularly after the strong remarks made
by the now missing Member for

Kotte, I thought I might say a few
words.

The hon. Member for Kotte
was very vigorous in his support of
some of the contemplated measures.
We always knew that the latest re-
cruit to any cause is the most vigor-
ous propagandist and it was not sur-
prising that the hon. Member for
Kotte should play that role.

The Press Commission has met
with a very unfortunate series of
events. Hon. Members will re-
member that there was, in the first
instance, a Motion before this very
House with regard to the activities
of this commission, a Moction that
resulted, indirectly, in the unseating
of the Speaker of the House as well.
Now, Mr. Deputy Chairman, what
were the terms of that Motion ? I
will read for the benefit of the
House.

“That this House disapproves of the
Commission of Inquiry on the Press as

proclaimed ”—

that was before the Press Commis-
sion started sitting.

—“in the Ceylon Gazette dated 25th
September, 1963, which Commission is a
departure from the original purpose of
the Government announced in the Throne
Speech of August, 1960, viz., to introduce
legislation to ensure the democratic
character of newspapers in this country
and prevent abuse by the formation of
unhealthy monopolies. ”

Now, that Motion was debated in
this House during November last
year. Members of various parties
took part in this discussion and I
believe the party of which the hon.
Member for Kotte was a member then
spoke very much on that occasion.
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(Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman—Second
Colombo Central)

In fact, we were signatories.

DAE o 2NN S
({@@ Lt af @EW@wéa).
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Oh, yes, signatories. Apart from
that, I would like to quote a few of
the utterances particularly of
Members who were once on this
side of the House and who are now
on that side of the House.

We were told, in fact we heard,
that the hon. Member for Dehiwala-
Mt. Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
was drafting the legislation. Weli,
that may or may not be true. We
have also read what purported to be
a draft of the contemplated Press
Bill published in the press and which
so far has not been contradicted by
anyone on behalf of the Government
to the effect that that is not the draft.
Looking at the draft and perusing the
speech made by the hon. Member for
Dehiwala Mt. Lavinia on the occasion
of that Debate, I refuse to believe
that the hon. Member for Dehiwala-
Mt. Lavinia could have had anything
to do with this draft. I wish to quote
what he said on that occasion refer-
ring to the terms of reference. He
was refering particularly to four
terms among various others, thus :

“Those four terms are items (j), (k),
(I) and (0). (j) says that the commis-
sion shall report on the measures that
should be adopted to prevent the
publication in newspapers and periodicals
of news reports, pictures, cartoons,
articles or stories which tend ‘to incite
disaffection among the people against the
Government or which are calculated to
subvert the lawfully constituted Govern-
ment. There is much more, but the
remainder is not important.

I must say, first of all, that our every-
day criminal law completely covers this
point ; and, as if it were not sufficient,
we had supplementarv measures in the
so-called “coup legislation”. .. These
measures cover the positign  entirely.

1964 geadeiz) 24
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What are you asking from the commis-
sion ? Some drastic proposal or recom-
mendation which will enable you to
cover your own sinister plans?

Now read (j) in relation to (k).

(k) the extent to which and the
manner in which newspapers owned or
published by the Associated News-
papers of Ceylon, Ltd., The Times of
Ceylon, Ltd., or the Virakesari, Ltd.,
sought to exercise undue influence on
voters in the exercise of their franchise
at the Parliamentary Elections held in
1956 and 1960, and the steps that should
be taken to prevent such conduct on
the part of any newspaper or news-
paper group in the future;

Now, the key-word there is ‘any
newspaper’. With regard to what the
‘ Virakesari ’ did, or the Associated News-
papers did or the ‘Times’ did, you
claimed already to have the know--
ledge when you proposed 3% years
ago that you would legislate to break
the monopoly. You do not need a
commission for that. If necessary, I can
cite a most startling thing, but I do not
want to waste my time, save with one
example. ”

Then he goes on to say what the
“Times of Ceylon” did.

“Now, you say, ‘ We want the right to
control any newspaper in respect of its .
efforts to influence public opinion.’ Oh !
you say, ‘ We want them only to tell the
truth.” What you mean is, ‘We want
them only to tell what in our view is the
truth.” And, what in your view
truth is normally the untruth!?”

Then he goes on to deal with
disaffection as regards the Govern-
ment. He says one of the terms of
reference is in regard to the
obstruction cf the policies of the
Gox_rernment or the implementation
of its programme of work and the
steps that should be taken to prevent
a repetition of such conduct in the
future :

“For my part, I say it is a necessary
attribute to freedom which I and my
party will certainly exercise to obstruct
you 1n every way when you go wrong.
Governments are not automatic produ-
cers of correct policies. Then, why do
you need an Opposition ? The truth is
that you do not want an Opposition and

you dare to come and say that to us when
you cannot control the opposition inside

1s the

your own party.”—[OrFIcIAL REPO
6th November, 1963; Vol, 54, cs. 9299
22251.

&. &, 3.45

I think the most terrible indict-
menta oif the terms of reference
constituting this commission was the
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speech of the hon. Member for
Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia on that occa-
sion. On that occasion, I tnink, it
was not necessary for me to speak
last on behalf of the Opposition—to
say much in addition to so much said
by the hon. Member for Dehiwala-
Mt. Lavinia—and the little I had to
say was denied to me when the
Speaker suddenly got up and walked
out while I was on my feet.

Now, Sir, that has been the position
taken up by him. One has only to look
at this draft Bill; it is the most
laughable thing. I think it is all
wrong. I am personally opposed to
any form of governmental control,
and controls can be exercised in
various ways—control by the Cabinet
by appointing a Press Council or by
the Government or by the Prime
Minister on her responsibility, as
contemplated in this draft Bill. We
know various ways in which that
control can be exercised in that
We all know that there are

manner.
press councils but they are not
constituted in this manner. Now,

there is the council, for instance, for
the medical profession which has been
given statutory powers to lay down
certain ethical codes and deal with
people who trancgress the codes laid
down but they are not controlled by
the Government ; they cannot be in
any way influenced by the Govern-
ment. I need not labour that point
very much. If you subscribe to
democratic principles, to subscribe
to any form of control of the press is
unthinkable.

The most alarming feature of this
is that even party papers are going
to be told by this Press Council how
they should act. This council is
going to tell me how I should put
forward my party view in my party
paper ; this council is ogoing to tell
me and the hon. Second M=mber for
Colombo Central (Mr. P. G. B.
Keuneman) how we should present
our views and policies to the public.
Avpart from that, powers are to be
provided under this contemplated Bill
for me to diversify ownership, for
me to buy shares in the,communist

BDewldm 9538 DeHVC®
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paper and for Mr. Keuneman to buy
shares In my party paper. There
is no place for party papers and all
papers must be run by the Press
Council ; there must be a United
National Party Company paper, there
must be a Communist Party Com-
pany paper and if the Press Council
thinks tnat there is too much of a
monopoly by Mr. Keuneman, then
they can ask Mr. Dudley Senanayake
to buy shares. Is it not laughable ?
I hope this is not the draft. If it is,
who is the fool who drafted this Bill ?
That is all I wish to say by way of
comment at the present moment.

As regards the commission’s report
I have a lot of things to say about it.
Because of certain statements we
made we did not go before this com-
mission and we boycotted it. The
L.S.S.P. did not go before the commis-
sion—I do not think any party went
before the commission. Some parties
may have but certainly our party did
not subscribe to this commission.

DY ¢

(8. Qsearwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

Even the S.L.F.P. did not go before
the commission.

RAE otd NN Des.
(B Liofl Ceareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I can speak for my party only. We
deplored the terms of reference and
we wanted this commission to be
scrapped. Therefore we did not go
before this commission. If the com-
missioners think that because some

statements were not contradicted they

are true. They are are mistaken.

When the report is available for
discussion on those actual findings I
will have occasion to tell the truth as
I see it. I would, therefore, not like
to go into that aspect of the matter ;
but I would protest most emphatically
against this endeavour to control the
press, indirectlv though it be. I my-
self, just as all other parties, have
grievances against the press; I can.
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enumerate any number but I do not
think that that should be a reason for
our doing away with the freedom of
the press.

There was criticism of monopoly
control. Well, this is the worst form
of monopoly. State monopoly is the
worst form of monopoly, worse
than any other form of monopoly,
Radio Ceylon is a case in point. On
one occasion they had the courage to
distort even the proceedings of this
very House. You are aware, Mr.
Deputy Chairman, during last year’s
- Budget—not the recent Budget—I had
to rise on a matter of Privilege. I
~heard a Radio Ceylon broadcast that
my hon. Friend on my right (Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene) had supported the
Budget when, on the contrary, his

speech was an utter condemnation of —

the Budget. Radio Ceylon corrected
it the following day as a result of a
Ruling given by the Speaker.

If Radio Ceylon under Government
control can go to the extent of saying
that one of the chief speakers of the
Opposition who criticized the Budget
supported it, what can we expect of
a press under Government control ?
That is all I will say on that matter.

The hon. Member for Kotte is not
here. He appeared to be the latest
spokesman on behalf of the Prime
Minister. But we on our part will
wage an incessant struggle against
press control.
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(Mr. I. A. Cader—Beruwala—Deputy
Chairman of Committees)

I wish to comment on certain
aspects of our legal system which
particularly affect the Muslim com-
munity. I believe even last year this
matter was brought to the notice of
the Ministry of Justice. Then a
deputation comprising various Mus-
lim organizations—I believe, Mr.
Chairman, you were also a member
of that deputation—saw the Minister
of Justice at that time, the Ilate
Mr. A. B. Perera, with regard to the
reconstitution of Kathi courts.

You yourself are aware of the
tremendous hardships which the
Muslim community is undergoing on
account of the failure of the Minister
of Justice to table the necessary draft
legislation for the reconstitution of
Kathi courts.

SHDNICE Qe

(5. usvGee)

(Mr. Pasqual)

52D NS F BEAB nbendd
e g@oonrwd gusY . O
edw DOwn) BEAEC FSmowwd
BB éennwy .

ﬁ!aqg @can.

(el arsi)
(Mr. Cader)

It is a matter for the Minister of
Justice. He has to introduce legis-
lation. I believe the Minister of
Justice did introduce a draft Bill or
there was some reference to such a
draft Bill in the Order Paper of the
Senate.

0XI8E S @wr (BEHREwE)
(B Coriey rregudov—apnsflaw)
(Mr.
The Hon. Minister has tg.do, this.

George Rajapaksa—Mulkirigala)
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(Mr. Cader)

In fact the Minister of Justice
entertained our deputation and dis-
cussed the problem. He further
undertook to frame legislation for
the reconstitution of Kathi courts.
Therefore I am certain that it is the
responsibility of the Minister of
Justice. If it was not his responsi-
bility he would not have given an
undertaking at that time to see that
legislation was put before the House
for this purpose. I would therefore
say quite emphatically that it is the
responsibility of the Minister of
Justice to see that some measure 1is
introduced by which the Judicial
Service Commission would be em-
powered to appoint Kathis and
reconstitute Kathi Courts and thus
fill the vacuum that has existed for
over one year.

As things are at present the
Muslim public is unable to go to
these courts for divorce and to
claim maintenance for wives and
children. Great hardship is caused
to these people due to the absence of
these courts. Therefore I wish to
bring this matter to the immediate
attention of the Minister of Justice.

If I understood the hon. Member
for Galigomuwa right, I think he
said in his speech that there should
be some control exercised over the
fees which lawyers charge. He also
said that the judge in the court in
which a case is heard should sele-t
the lawyers for each party and the

fees should be channelled through
the judge.

MCeSes Dca.
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(Mr. Balasuriya)
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(Mr. Cader)

And also that they should be con-
strained to accept fees which are
prescribed by law. I must enlighten
the hon. Member for Galisomuwa
about this matter. Fees that lawyers
could charge are not prescribed by
law. The fees which are presecribed
are the fees recoverable as costs in a
case. There is no impediment to the
recovery of these fees at the
prescribed rates.

We are, of course, aware that very
high fees are levied by advocates.

Generally a proctor does not charge

more than what can be described as a
reasonable fee. We are quite aware
that certain——

& o, 4.15

- @EIEE Sk O,

(8@ Coyrirsy rreguigaen)

(Mr. George Rajapaksa)
Proctors take all the costs.

el O,

(m@u argi)

(Mr. Cader)

lawyers charge as much as 150,
200 or 250 guineas for a day. It may
be that these fees are exorbitant and
it may be that some measure is
necessary in order that these fees
may be controlled, but if the hon.
Member for Galigomuwa thinks that
fees are already controlled or, in
other words, that lawyers are per-
mitted to recover only a certain
prescribed fee, that is a wrong notion.
Whether lawyers’ fees should be
prescribed to make sure that they
charge a reasonable fee within pres-
cribed limits is also a matter which
I think should engage the attention
of the Hon. Minister of Justice.

eR3CE Y sYe . (e@80D)
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(Mr. Meryl Fernando—Moratuwa)
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eI D,

(8m. Qsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Mr. Chairman, I had not intended
to particinate in the Debate on the
Votes of the Minister of Justice for
more than one reason. In fact, even
now I was wondering, until you
asked whether there were any
further remarks. and nobhodv stood up,
whether I should participate at all.

I do not want in any way to
detract from mv respect for the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min-
ister of Justice, but T do feel that
some responsible Minister should
be present when certain matters are
raised which only a Member of the
Cabinet can revly to. I do not think
it is fair to cast upon the hon. Parlia-
‘mentary Secretary the burden of
having to reply to questions for
which he may have to accept respon-
sibility but over which he can exer-
cise no real degree of control.

The aquestion of pronosed legisla-
tion regarding the press has been
raised. and T should not like tn per-
mit this oovortunity to nass without
sayving something on this aquestion.
The position of the Communist Party

Bewl8s 0x3% eTACH
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has been a consistent one right
throughout. We are opposed, and

continue to be opposed, to the mono-
poly ownership of the daily press;
and we have supported, and will
continue to support, every genuine
effort to break up that monopoly.
But we have also said that while we
are opposed to the monopoly of the
press, we are equally opposed to
attempts, under the name of break-
ing up the monopoly of the press,
at striking at real freedom of the
press in this country.

I am not at all impressed by the
howls of the monopoly daily press
owners. The Communist Party and
I have been victims of the type of
freedom of the press about which
they are so vociferous. Nor am I
impressed by the fact that whenever
a Press Bill is mooted, as if it were
by pressing a button, various other
newspapers in the United Kingdom -
and elsewhere start writing articles
about creeping and crawling dictator-
ships. : '

There have been a large number
of attemots to introduce legislation
regarding the press, and right
throuchout we have had this feature
that the Government has tried to
use the vopular demand for break-
ing up the monovoly ownership of
the press bv private comoanies, to
strike at fundamental democratic
freedoms of the press and the right

- of opinion and the expression of

opinion.

You will recall that originally a
draft of a Bill in two parts was intro-
duced a long time ago. Part I dealt
with the break-up of the monovoly
of the press and, in my ovinion, it
was all that was needed. That Bill
never reached the Floor of this House
although we discussed it because like
a number of these Bills it appeared
in the newsvavers before it appeared
on the Order Paver. Of course,
Part I of that original Bill was more
than adequate to meet the present
situation. But at that time the
Government, was compelled to with-
draw Part IT which sought to set up
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a so-called press council. May 1
remind you that nobody in this
House, and as far as I know nobody
in this country, has ever demanded
a press council. There have been
some demands for the breaking of
the press monopoly as far as the
daily press is concerned but nobody
has asked for a press council
I'ne same type of attempt to strike
at basic freedoms was carried on,
and as a result the Bill had to be
withdrawn.

We have to assume that the draft
Bill  which was published in the
“Ceylon Daily News” and other
papers of the Lake House group
1s a correct and accurate account of
legislation that is proposed to be
considered by the Cabinet. I have
no sympathy for Lake House and I do
not suppose they have any sympathy
for me. But as an ex-journalist I must
congratulate them on the fact that
within a couple of hours of a draft
Bill being circulated to Ministers of
the Cabinet only, it was published in
the Lake House press, presumably in
full, and accurately. I am wondering
whether the question of controls
should be considered in respect of
the press or in respect of the secu-
rity arrangements of Cabinet pro-
ceedings. Well, anyway, from the
point of view of journalism it was an
enterprising move.

I may point out that we were
informed that the report of the so-
called Press Commission was also
going to be given to us and that the
delay was in translating it. But we
have all read it in all three languages
in the press, though we have not still
got this report from the Government.
I do not know what has happened.

8. 8. ¢l 9zl S

(8w w. §. oyi. @Gereui sar)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

Where is the Minister of Finance ?
He promised to give it to us.

CWDO5Y ¢,

(8. Qsarier)

(Mr. Keuneman)

The Minister of Justice should tell
us what is happening. He:nds odn
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charge of the Official Language
Department. What 1s happening to
this translation ? If a newspaper
could have, practically overnight,
translated this report into Sinhala
and Tamil or into Tamil and
English—I do not know in which
language it was presented—

ob& 8 8 & 8D (g9, 2a8Anio
@ S¢Gace B8R @B o
2383 50652 )

(Osarras &. 19 19 Soaur—arenfl, Fid
urser, Wardlens Syewssmn L P
QI(HLD)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader

of the House)
In English.

CeN®OBY ¢,

(8. Qaerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)

If it could have been presented in
English and translated into Sinhala
and Tamil

2. Bo8m»ull dw.
(B orib. Qau gibirid)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)
Overnight.

WD %Y D¢

(Gls. Qaariver)
(Mr. Keuneman)

My information is that the news-
papers had it for a little longer, a
day or two earlier. If they could have
translated it into Sinhala and Tamil
and published it in full, I do not
understand why this Government
and the Official Language Depart-
ment cannot get it translated. But
that is by the way.

What I want to say is that we have
to assume that that draft Bill, which
was published in the papers, repre-
sents a serious Cabinet Paper. We
do not know whether by the time it
ever reaches this House it will come
in that form or not. But it is
neeessary, for us to make our views
clear on this question.
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[emmesy @wa.]

‘I'nere is nothing in this proposed
drart bill tnat has anything to do
wiln tae preak-up ol the press mono-
poiy. Lnac is tne first thing we must
reaunze, Un the contrary, under the
guise of a press council, another
monopoly may be created.

I want to say that we take very
strong opnjection to certain features of
tne proposed Press Council—firstly,
In regard to its composition and 1its
method of being set up ; secondly, to
the quite unwarranted, undemocratic
powers being granted to this council
to licence ncwspapers, to permit
newspapers to be puolished, to prohi-
bit newspapers trom being publushed
and to exercise all types of illegiti-
mate control over the activities of
newspapers.

If there is one section of the press
in this country where freedom really
prevails and where there is no mono-
poly, it is the weekly and periodical
press. But weekly papers, including
party newspapers of a weekly nature,
magaz.nes and periodicals, are all to
be subjected to the licensing or non-
licensing and other penal effects of
the so-called Press Council.

Much has been said about the Press
Commission. I shall reserve what I
have to say about that commission to
be stated when its report is to be
debated by this House. You will re-
call, Sir, what happened. First of
all, there were the terms of reference
of the commission which were
objected to. Then there was the com-
position of the commission itself.
There was objection, particularly to
the appointment of Mrs. Theja Guna-
wardena, which led to a lot of criti-
cism and finally the Government
decided to withdraw her name or,

rather, she had to resign from the
commission.

As a result of the tomfoolery in
regard to the composition of the
commission and the undemocratic
nature of some of the terms of refe-
rence, hardly any serious representa-
tions were made to that commission.

HewlSs O5I5) VeHACH®
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About the only serious representa-
tions that were made were py some
journalists’ associations wilcCua Spoxe
apoul their conditions of secvice and
SO on. Kxcept Ilor thnat, hardly any
Serious and responsiple representa-
tions were made to the commission.

I myself was ready on behalf of our
party with a lot of evidence to place
beifore any press commission but we
were certainly not gomng to demean
ourselves by going betfore such a con-
troversial body as this Press Commis-
sion in order to place whatever
representations we had before them.

We object most strongly to these
features regarding the control of the
periodical press, the weekly press and
the party newspapers.

My hon. Friends talk about
stopping monopoly. Surely one of the
best ways of stopping monopoly is to
encourage new daily newspapers.
But today even if a political party
wants to start a daily newspaper,
even if it wants to continue its exis-
tence as a weekly newspaper, it will
have to go to the competent authority
of this Press Council for a permit in
order to do so.

Then what about trade unions ? Is
not a trade union, like a political
party, entitled to have a newspaper,
including a daily newspaper ? Must
it go begging and scraping before this
council to get permission ? Must they
form a company and sell shares in
order to do this ?

It is obvious that these proposals
had been made by people who have
no knowledge whatsoever of the
functioning of democratic organiza-
tions, people who know nothing about
the functioning of public organiza-
tions, They may know something
about companies and company law
and how private and public
companies funection. But there are a
number of cther organizations that
publish newspapers—political parties,
trade unions, co-operative societies,
various social organizations and
public organizations. Are all these
peeple. to be subjected to licensing,
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and to dance to the tune of the licen-
ser { Ale we guing to auow tais sort
OL LIl L0 Mappedd and call 1t ireedom
OL Wie press { 1udal 1s my cnarge. xou
arc uL deaulg with tae restricied
lrecuoln OL Lhe press where 1t exists,
ualnety, 10 the 1nonopoiy by capita-
List coucerns 1 the adily press. Xou
are leaviug tuat alone, but you are
SLriKuug uard at tiie one place wnere
Tuecdse 15 dullle Llccdoin oL the Press,
dud Lual IS e Weekly press, periodi-
Cald dild Magdzines.

¢. &o. 9.30

‘'ne hon. Member for Galigomuwa,
one oL tue lew MMemoers wno rose to
tue detence of tne Government,
auvaliced a curious argument. ke
Said ue 1S not agamst criccism, but
tual eriticisim Mmust be coastructive |
1t snouid 1ot be destrucuve. How
are you gowng to juuge tnat ? Is the
Goveraiuenl gomng to judge whether
tne criucism 1S cunslrucuve or des-
tructive 7 dDuppose somepody says
tual 10 1S Wroug 1or the Government
10 auOW a persun convicted of bri-
bery, uke e, . P, de Zoysa, to go
amludd as a deiegaie of tne uovern-
meciil. 1S Tnat criueism consiructive or
destructive ; 1 would: consider it
higuiy constructive. But, trom the
Way Lue government 1s dealing with
a numbper of these matters, obviously
tney would consider 1t thoroughly
destructive criticism. You cannot go
on talking like that.

We know the monopoly of the
press has to be dealt witn by break-
g up tnat monopoly, not by striking
at certain fundamental rights. This
is a curlous attitude that 1s develop-
ing i the Government. They say
certain people abused travel aproad ;
tneretore, travel abroad is banned
for everybody. Fundamental human
rights are completely removed
because some people have abused
them, nearly all ot whom are from
the Government. It is not an argu-
ment, The daily press is destructive
in its criticism, and therefore, stop
all papers and put them out of circu-
lation! This is a very grave anti-
democratic tendency. It is not a
tendency that can be encouraged or
supported.
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As T said earlier, we will definitely
support every measure aimed at
breaxing up the monopoly of the
daily press by private companies. But
we are not goimng to support, we are
going to oppose, every attempt to
Lmit the freedom of expression, the
real freedom of expression. I know,
the monopoly ownersnip 1S ONe of the
biggest bars to the real treedom of
the press, and 1t is precisely tor that
reason that we want the monopoly
ownership done away with. But, in
the name of a press council, what
are you going to do ? You are taking
over the monopoly into your own
hands and destroying what little
freedom of the press there is. I would
advise the hon. Members opposite to
think again.

I am not at all advising them to
listen to what is being said by the
newspapers. They are interested in
advancing certain vested interests.
But there is such a thing as the
freedom of the press, There are cer-
tain rights that we cannot allow to
be transgressed at this rate, and I
think my hon. Friends would be very
wise, if they are ever given the
opportunity of having their views
consulted on this matter, to be able
to say that this type of attempt to
gag the press, to gag the newspapers,
to strike at party newspapers,
weeklies, periodicals and so on, must
be removed, because otherwise there
would be nothing but opposition to
that from all people who want to see
the freedom of the press in this
country.

I would like to repeat the point
that was just touched on but not
elaborated by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition. = Nobody knows who
drafted this document. It would be
interesting to know if anybody is
taking the responsibility for it. I
know Ministers are not able to dis-
close Cabinet secrets, although some-
how the whole world comes to know,
sometimes within 24 hours, of what
is brought before the Ministers. I
cannot in this House ask the Hon.
Ministers whether this is in fact a
Cabinet document, but the Govern-
ment:-has, on more than one oceasion,
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denied, although certain things which
were purported to be Cabinet docu-
ments were in fact Cabinet docu-
ments. There are two Hon. Ministers
present including the Leader of the
House and I want to ask them—I am
prepared to sit down for an answer—
Will you deny and repudiate what has
been published in the press and sav
that it is not a document that was
before the Cabinet for your conside-
ration ? It is a simple matter. If
they say it is not a document of the
Cabinet, that will be the end of the
matter.

8. cBEOBY Lwlcy dw. (DY)
(8. w. Qe ear guiman—oss%i)
(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Wattala)
It is not the same document.

SO BY .

(Q@. Qs wver )
(Mr. Keuneman)

Even if there is the slightest
difference I do not mind. They need
not have to comment on it. If they
just state that that is another docu-
ment, that is the end of the matter.
We are not interested in what some-
body else said, but we are interested
in what the Cabinet is saying, which
is likely to be the law of the land
and the law before Parliament,.

You see, there is nothing else to
talk about. That report is a correct
one. That document is a genuine
document in front of the Cabinet,
and it is a very dangerous document.
I would ask hon. Members opposite
to please see that that sort of
document does not come in.

- I wonder why everybody has
suddenly got interested in a press
council. Our problem is that of a
press monopoly and not about a press
council. I can understand the press
council having certain members, for
instance, which the press itself sets
up to regulate its own affairs—maybe
not enough—on lines which they
operate elsewhere ; I can understand
that. There should beY'a‘ yress

BDewldn 95385 e
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council not of handpicked nominees
but representing some presons,

elected people, or even elected re-
presentatives themselves, which will
be a tribunal of appeal to persons
who are aggrieved by what is in the
press. I see that there is a sugges-
tion that the council should have the
power to punish a person, that they
would like very much to have powers
to be able to 1mpose fines, etc., on the
newspapers. But untortuanately
until tney settle this mattter about
whether persons who exercise judi-
cial or quasi-judicial powers have tc
be appointed by the Judicial Service
Commission or not, they cannot
actually make that recommendation.

We are prepared to give even such
powers. 1 can say on the question
of a press council that if, for instance,
some totally false statement is pub-
lished in the newspapers, there should
be some council or some body to
whom you could go and say, “ Look
here, this is false ! ’——

SBcsfdoy co.

(F®: gubian)
(Mr. Jayasinghe)

But the law of the land is sufficient.

WY c.
(Q@'. @&@Tme&r)

(Mr. Keuneman)

and then the paper can be
instructed to publish a correction.
And when we say a thing is false
we must draw a distinction between
what is false in fact, and comment.
Very often our Friends opposite talk
about false reports which are really
matters of comment. A false report
must be a report which is
false as regards fact. For inst-
ance, if you say, like Radio Ceylon,
that Mr. J. R. Jayewardene voted
for the Budget, that is obviously a
false report because he voted against
it. That is an absolute lie in other
words. Let us not put fine words
about it.” When this type of lies and
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false reports are given, then, cer-
tainly, if the press itself would not
undertake correction there must be
some body which should ask them to
do so and if they refuse, thereby
showing that they are acting mali-
ciously, then the question of further
action comes in. But all these cases
are being by-passed. I do not see
why they should be by-passed.

I want to tell the Government, if
this Bill comes in this way with these
stringent powers of licensing, con-
trolling the press, permitting all
these other things, we will certainly
not support but oppose it. We will
be only prepared to support the Bill
if it does what we originally intended
to do, and that is break up the mono-
poly of the daily press by private
capital contributions. The Hon. Min-
ister is not here—[Interruntion]. Yes,
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary is
here, but I do not know whether he
can answer my question.

In the Throne Speech it was
announced that the Government in-
tends to make regsulations under the
Tamil Language (Special Provisions)
Act. May I know when these re-
csulations can be exvected ? Is any
work being done on them or is this
something that is being put off for a
less rainy day ? And may we have
some statement from the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary or, if he is not able
to make a statement can hove that a
Member of the Cabinet will give us
an answer ?

8E8F @B dw. (cmmegsy®)
(8. 9o wHi—Csresrer)

(Mr. Cyril Mathew—Kolonna)
rose.

@ad @Y BDlowwy
(Osorres oymasssan e mour)
(An hon. Member)

We want an answer.

S RBD e

(8. wHuy)
(Mr. Mathew)

If the Hon. Minister wants to give

an answer to that I am prepared to

give way.
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o 8 8. ¢ ECD

(Qaorray &. F. 1. Qévam)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I can only say that the Hon.
Minister of Justice has been asked
to prepare regulations to be sent up
to the Hon. Minister of Education.

eW™»OsY can

(&m. Gsarwer)
(Mr. Keuneman)

Is the Hon. Minister prepared to
repudiate what was in the “ Ceylon
Daily News” and other papers
purporting to be the Press Council
Bill ?

oY, 8. 8, &i¥dY » .

(8@ Cs. arib. (F. rregrgar)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

Yrensd ob T FnO®B, S
Sned qOBn® B v em9d
8 O5¥®O wEB 2&Em50d ® ol
BeNed W WE'® e
Do, O WEWNe e B B
OB BB, uvmr’ emDEsm 6d
0 8200 DB’ MO HEBY HBd &d
ol w0 @8unY wE b
DEBY 5 DBN.

DRV D wdéw e e,

(,Q@ GTL_LDGOT eart_na'&'?@emr@_)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

sy méerd sHID § Om, Bed
eWPBrme ¢ ? cheemnd cF8 u
%38,

CDBIRBY Scs.

(D Ozerwer)

(Mr. Keuneman)
OEnd T eh .

o, 98, 8, &$¥é » Oca.

(85 Cs. erib. (9, TrT Sa )

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

DS e 6 BEENBDYS 6@%0 @Y
DS eemde ? e’ mdbecs 210en €08
8 Bed® cO@=me? €® D&mwd
e DEBY 5§50 §Dexddast Iy
¢ ? 3D e OB BDhem 48
A M8 Gesy m,
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o 8. 8. < GBC 2
(Ozorrey &. 1F. fovarr )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

As I said earlier, the Cabinet had
not discussed the question whether
the Press Commission Report is to be
discussed by the House before the
Bill is brought before the House.
The position is still the same.

DY D w3@é N emdB .
(87 eriiver Finr&Qsmy. )

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)
Did you discuss that Bill ?

8. B28»H8L® Own.

(8. erih. Houl sibLirih)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

Did the Hon. Minister see the draft
Bill in the papers ? If he had seen it,
is that the correct one, or will he
say it is a false report ?

owY. 9. 8, & IS » dw.

(5m. Cs. erib. (F. rrenrgar)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

FONBBs €@ b eened snBBen
C® zméens @5 BENENGBDDEEHBY
aABHBYE mOBB. @b enNED
DN DO mSBwd €® ol
BNned 2e B gewed 8D @edDEs
O 0@ BB 088=rny =4 3D
Hn OB Veldced B8PS gud cemde
e B a®asys wOB8.

o 8 8 ¢ 8D
(Qsorrar &. (F. 9 Foveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
T 657 5O,

oY, 8. 8, S-LBS» O

(8w Cs. erib. 1F. rreorger)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

T wee’ smen 5. amd e
EHWO WE®E €® 15850 :d. ge
) & BEMS ex¥ery mwem em.
g wésyesy Dee ?

Beweddn O35 deIVCw

1080
—ndem eshd
a& 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Orarrar 8. (F. 19 Govarr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

2EeD wé DT B0 (exf. 9D, 8.
SSbE5T ) Bwn.) B wplemes o ®
DY) Bedmern O» Kanad &
senm 9E8uny WmEm 209 DK.

oY. 28, 8. &%y 5 V.

(8. Cs. erib. (F. rrenrsar)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

Cn 6 eenyesy nleae ? Ree :dS
eI DCHO ) ey 2283 €@ 2e,mdDD
cemDe B a®sT® mERA.

ad 8 8. ¢ 80D

(G?asarrﬂ'a; . 9. 19 Qéﬂmm—)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

80 133 HE gy OBwy.

g.e». 5.45

8. 8. 08 9280 » Ow.

(Fm 1. 19. opF. @xewraIm sHer)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

D&y b S Ber 088 BBRw a® €dred
B0 D IHI exfsn ex’e?
8B 168 onfern’, m0xsFsnsfeed
By @D DD, 2@sY nsleed oy
D8 ce®D O g8 L Dow cesy
9.

geremsnéid YR

(S%denin GTHIEHLD 9ES S ST )

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The hon. Member
for Kolonna.

& RD Ocan.

(8. why)

(Mr. Mathew)

I wish to bring to the notice of the
House and of the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of .JTustice
a matter resarding M. C. Keocalla
Case No. 38289 where Mr. S. S.
Wimaladharma of  Meneripitiva,
Warakanrnla. was fined one hundred
rinees, Hig Fxeellencv the Goavernar-
General has been pleased to set aside
the sentence passed on him hv the
magistrate, Mrs. Wimaladharma
has been . informed by letter
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dated 7.11.1963 of it. Now, the
complaint is that six months

have passed and still he has not been
reinstated because there has been a
delay on the part of the Ministry of
Justice to communicate to the magis-
trate the decision of His Excellency
the Governor-General. I hope the
Hon. Minister will look into this
matter.—[Interruption.] I am only
complaining of the delay in the
Ministry of Justice to inform the
magistrate that the Governor-General
has granted a remission in this case.

The other matter is regarding the
Press Commission. We have read in
the daily newspapers about what is
purported to be a draft Bill placed
before the Cabinet. Today the Leader
of the House refused to deny that
that was not the draft Bill placed
before the Cabinet. Under the
circumstances we are compelled to
believe that that is more or less the
draft Bill that the Cabinet discussed.

There are certain matters regard-
ing the members of the Press Com-
mission itself, particularly relating to
Mr. Walpita’s connections. We know
that his connection with the Chinese
Government has been very close and
we wonder whether such a person
could bring a free mind to bear on a
question and give a fair decision in
any matter. We know that Mr. Wal-
pita was the Treasurer of the Afro-
Asian Solidarity Association ; that
he was sent to the Moshi Conference
in February 1963 at the expense of
the Chinese Embassy in Colombo
along with Mrs. C. Theja Gunawar-
dhana. The air tickets were paid for
by the Chinese Embassy.

We also know they .went to
represent the Peking line as against
the Moscow line. They went to
support the Chinese invasion of India
which was one of the subjects to be
discussed at the Afro-Asian confer-
ence. We know also that the Chinese
authorities had made vast donations
to this association when Mr., Walpita
was the treasurer.

6——anls 233 (64/8)
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& od. 8’ cuel8s . (S5qe)
(8. 8. Cop. wLmflow OuCrrr—egr-crev)
(Mr. G. J. Paris Perera—Ja-Ela)
What happened to the money ?

J. 92, 2105 -8 Ocan. (eamcyd
€¢I OBYE)

(@ @. o7& Wwréser wrési—ioor L g
SOTLIL @) repri_mib 9IS & il )

(Mr. A. H. Macan Markar—Second
Batticaloa)

It is in his safe custody.

B cs.

(8@ wHy)

(Mr. Mathew)

Many of these members of the
Afro-Asian Solidarity Association
are under obligation to the Chinese
authorities  through receipts of
money, and more particularly in
view of the activities of Mr. Su Shen
Wu, Vice Director of the Liaison
Department of the China Council for
the promotion of international trade,
who represented China at the Afro-
Asian Economic Seminar held from
25th October to 1st November, 1962
in Ceylon. The chief organizers and
hosts of this seminar were the mem-
bers of the Afro-Asian Solidarity
Association of Ceylon, of which
Mr. Walpita was the treasurer.,

At that time Mr. Wu played a
prominent part in connection with
this Economic Seminar. He was in
Ceylon many weeks before the
seminar and before the general body
of the seminar arrived from overseas,
He played an important part in orga-
nizing the conference, being a
member of the preparatory committee
of the seminar along with members
of the Ceylon association, and in addi-
tion he presided over one of its ses-
sions. At the end of the seminar he
joined an official trade delegation
which was in Colombo at the time. He
was, in this sense, a real link between
the Afro-Asian Solidarity Association
of Ceylon and the Chinese Govern-
ment.

Now, the Ceylon Association was
host to the delegations from overseas
and it is believed and it was estimated
that dtiawould have cost Rs, 50,000 to

| t
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meet the cost of the seminar. The
Ceylon association’s funds at the
time of the conference -consti-

tuted only a small portion of the
Rs. 50,000 that was required. It is
clear that the Ceylon association
could not meet the bill out of its own
resources. Shortly before this Mr. Wu
was due to leave Ceylon it was found
at the Customs barrier that he had
carried on his person an undeclared
sum of U. S. currency amounting to
$10,000. Subsequent investigations
by the Ceylon authorities proved
that the Chinese gentleman’s expla-
nation that he had obtained this
money from a bank in Hongkong
was unacceptable and the money has
since been confiscated by the Govern-
ment of Ceylon. We wonder what
‘amount of money Mr. Wu brought
into Ceylon and the circumstances in
which he was absolved from the
penalties which the law and the
executive impose on these smugglers.
The Chinese Embassy pleaded diplo-
matic privilege and he was set free.
We raised this question in Parliament
on 16th November, 1963

$»3ed ©se8dbh .
(8. urfloy QUGTTT)
(Mr. Paris Perera)

Was he the person who ran away
from hospital ?

B2 .

(8. whly)
(Mr. Mathew)

He did not have to run away ; he
was set free.

It was admitted by Mr. Ilangaratne
that there was such a case, that the
money was confiscated and that Mr.
Wu was set free. .

How this connects up with the
press commissioners is this. We
wonder how a man like Mr. Walpita,
who has been so closely associated
with this solidarity association and
who has been so closely associated
with this Mr. Wu who tried to take
away $ 10,000,—we wonder how much
he left behind—could have been

Bew]dm BsI%5) VeBVC®
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nominated. Whatever decision Mr.
Walpita takes in any matter, parti-
cularly in a matter regarding the
control of the press, we wonder
what amount of influence the foreign
government will have on such an
individual ? But is he a suitable
person to ever have been nominated
to such a position ? Those are matters
that we would like to place before
the backbenchers of the Government
so that they would consider these
points and not rush into accepting
this draft Bill that has been placed
before the Cabinet and which we are
informed will soon be placed before
the House.

DBy -8 Dca.

(@)L r&sar r&s&i)

(Mr. Macan Markar)

I find that, according to recent
reports in the newspapers, the stu-
dents of Vietnam seem to have shown
more guts than our students here
when they found that Radio South
Vietnam had uttered some false news
in spite of the fact that a State of
Emergency has been declared in that
country.—[Interruption]. What I
cannot really understand is why this
Government should have been in such
an indecent haste to push through
this Bill to control the press of this
country, if the report, according to
the press, is true when it published
the so-called draft Bill to set up a
Press Council and also a Press Tri-
bunal. I cannot imagine how the
Legal Draftsman could have acted
so very quickly in drafting all this
legislation.—[Interruption]. I do not
think there are honorary legal drafts-
men in this country.

e»IOBY .
(85 Qaeriver)
(Mr. Keuneman)
Do you presume ?

DY -8 .
(@L1 LT GEET DT &S )

(Mr. Macan Markar) :
Somewhat lengthy legislation, in
so short a time, was drafted and
placed before the Cabinet at an emer-
gency meeting which was summoned
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a few days ago. If only this enthu-
siasm is shown by the Government
with regard to so many other non-
controversial matters which confront
this country, I think we can expect
some improvement in our economic
conditions. I for one am really
amazed at the way the Government
appears to have acted in this matter.
Sir, when this House in 1960, found
fault with the ecapitalist press—the
daily newspapers in this country—
it was because of the capitalist con-
trol or stranglehold that they seem
to hold on the news that is being
published in this country and the
Government itself at that time in its
first Throne Speech contemplated the

- breaking of the press monopoly and’
in its place having a broad-based’

ownership. I for one would have
supported any scheme which would
have broken that press monopoly but
I find that in the draft Bill that has
been published by the newspapers
there is hardly anything which deals
with this problem and, instead, there
Is only power vested in the Press
Council to transfer shares in exist-
ing companies at the will and plea-
sure of the Press Council to indivi-
duals whom the Press Council deems
fit to be shareholders. I believe
this the only clause which could
even not very indirectly be said to
be an attempt on the part of the Bill
to break up this monopoly. It is
entirely left to the Press Council to
decide who the new shareholders
should be if there are to be any such
shareholders of the existing news-
baper companies. Then there is
provision for the establishment of a
Press Council. This Press Council
is not democratically constituted but
instead it is appointed by the Prime
Minister.

o a8 duy. 2. es8e8s;
(QOserral &7 B1G) erer. erib. QUGrrr-
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Can I help you ?

DDBY ~1:08 @csn.
(2L 1or s ser LD &SIT )
(Mr. Macan Markar)

It is not a question of helping me.
It is a question of seeing——
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&. &, 6
ad @dn O5Y. OO, cweddh

(Qaorrey ser/F erew. erib. QuGroa )

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera) )

Many members have spoken on this
matter. I do not want to prevent
them from speaking but all that I can
say is that it is premature because
there has been no finality on this
question. .

8. 8. ®8. 9l .
(8w 1. 1§ 2yi. Gewasear)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
But there is a Bill before the

Cabinet ?

@b @DiB; OY. 98, euelbh
(Ozerres @er G erer. orp. QuGram)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, there is a Bill before the
Cabinet. The Cabinet is considering
it and it will come before the House:
My own feeling is that when it finally.
comes before the House most hon.
Members will support it. All that
I can say now is that hon. Members
have been fighting shadows in this
matter. There has been no finality
about this Bill. Many ideas have
been placed before the Cabinet and
the Cabinet is considering them.—
[Interruption]. It is a shadow in the
sense it is not the substance, and
what might eventually come before
this House may be different. I do not
know how they got hold of this Bill
but there it is. There is no finality
about it. I would appeal to hon.
Members to wait till the actual Bill
comes before the House.

A& e 53, 28, euels
(Osorres sorplF erer. erib. QuUrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
What about the report ?

O& s DY, DO. 08
(Qaserrar serf% erer. orib. QuGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is with the Government Printer.
As soon as it is out it will be placed
before.the House.
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(@)L wréser LT ST )

(Mr. Macan Markar)

I am glad that there is a ray of
hope in the statement made by the
Hon. Minister of Finance. Whatever
we say is said in the belief that the
Hon. Finance Minister would be able
to introduce radical amendments to
the draft Bill to empower the press
to be controlled by a democratically
constituted Press Council, if one is
to be established, and also ensure that
in such a Press Council journalists
are given adequate representation so
that they themselves may enure that
the press of this country conducts
itself in a fair and reasonable manner
without {rying to tyrannize the
Government or certain individuals.

I would also suggest for the
consideration of the Finance Minister,
now that he is here, that the vast
powers contemplated to be vested in
the proposed Press Council be consi-
derably reduced for, as it is, the Press
Council now has the power not only
to issue licences for the establish-
ment of new newspapers or periodi-
cals but also to cancel such licences,
and at the same time to refer to a
tribunal certain matters, where any
newspaper or periodical has failed
to maintain the high standards of
journalstic ethics, to inquire into the
conduct of such newspaper or perio-
dical and impose any penalty that
such tribunal thinks fit.

In my experience of the last few
years as a Member of Parliament, on
certain matters I would have been
completely in the dark if not for the
press. News of some importance
invariably comes from the press both
with regard to Government matters
and otherwise. I cannot envisage
a situation in which there would be
a press run more or less on the lines
of the “Information Service” that
was run by the hon. Member for
Galle when he was Prime Minister
in order to counter the alleged false
news spread by the newspapers.

I sincerely hope that hon. Members
of the Government who will be dis-
cussing the Bill when it comes before

Bewi 8 @35} PedDCes
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them in due course will ensure that
the proposed Press Council is democ-
ratically constituted and at the same
time see that it is not vested with
unreasonably wide powers.

There is one last matter that I
would like to mention. It may be
felt that so long as Parliament is
alive and Kkicking there is no need
for a press to function without
restraint inasmuch as the speeches
made by hon. Members in this House
would be published in toto in all
newspapers. But we must realize
that Parliament does not meet for
more than 150 or 200 days a year
and that there are a number of days
on which any acts of commission or
omission on the part of the Govern-
ment that should be brought to the
notice of the public cannot be
brought to their notice through
Parliament. Parliament would not
be able to exercise continual control
over such matters and it is to the
press that we have to look for
information.

Then there is the four months or .
so that intervenes between the dis-
solution of Parliament and the sum-
moning of a new Parliament. It is
during those four months that the
press can exercise the utmost vigi-
lance. I believe, during Dr. Daha-
nayake’s tenure of office as Prime
Minister, if not for the vigilance of
the press we might perhaps have
had a form of dictatorship. During
this period Mr. Sydney de Zoysa
was appointed Permanent Secretary
to the Ministry of Internal Security
in spite of the fact that the majority
of the Members of this House wanted
him removed from his substantive
post of Deputy Inspector-General of
Police. So you will realize that it
is impossible for democracy to func-
tion without having a press that
would vigilantly safeguard the rights
and liberties of the people.

03 ©8edb Ow.

(8. urflov QuCrrr)

(Mr. Paris Perera)

Y@esznétd ol @ﬁ@ﬁg@zﬁ. Pe®
cnddnen B Swn ©@ax’ad §d
wéen mOpm 88e BB
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@ 3. e S @, (sSmDE)
(8. - 9. FrCssar—wi 1y maer)
(Mr. U. B. Weerasekara—Yatinuwara)

There are two matters that I
want to refer to under the Votes of
the Minister of Justice. The first is
the question of the appointment of
justices of the peace.

&. on. 6.15

Qi sNsid %Y B

(s@venin STE@ED 9SS Sar)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Speaker
will now take the Chair.

¢HNGD GOW OB w38 R.BIL gou®
ewm 9 FPowsY DHIMEHPD FEundd
8.
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@ 8. SbeemS O
(8w 1y 9- F1Cs&5T)
(Mr. U. B. Weerasekara)

I think that even the Government
has not realized the important role
justices of the peace play today and
the service they render. Or1g1r}ally,
justices of the peace were appointed
purely for political reasons.

8 cuvedd .
(8. urfloy QuUGrrm)
(Mr. Paris Perera)

By your party.

5. 3. Bloed S e,
(D 1 19. FrCxssT)
(Mr. U. B. Weerasekara)

They were at the very end of the
list of honours, which started with
K.C.M.G., O.B.E., etc., and ended
with a few local people being
appointed justices of the peace. Those
in the Kandyan areas were happy if
they were appointed Dissawe.

8 ©Bedsb .
(Bas. urfloy QuGrrr)
(Mr. Paris Perera)

All the defeated candidates were
appointed justices of the peace. :

. 9. dbed DS e,
(Bcn 1y 9. FrCsssT)
(Mr. U. B. Weerasekara)

I must say that justices of the
peace now discharge a very vital
function. Under wvarious statutes
and Acts, people are required to
obtain the signature of a J.P. or M.P.
to certain documents. There is,
however, a certain rule today which
operates against the interests of the
ordinary man. When a recommend-
ation has to be made by a govern-
ment agent of any area, he auto-
matically looks up the list of J.P’s
who are on the roll and who are not
dead. Sometimes, he does not even
check up to see if a person is dead. He
looks up the list and says, “ So-and-so
cannot be appointed because within
a radius of two miles there is such-
and-such a J.P.” Now, the existence
of that J.P. is not known to the
ordinary man. All that I ask the
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hon. Parliamentary Secretary is that
government agents be instructed
that they should not automatically
go by the list that already exists.
In my area there are J.Ps who have
been appointed as far back as 1940
or 1941 who are not only not func-
tioning but who are incapable of
functioning as J.Ps. These people
were former rate mahatmayas, korale
mahathmayas and so on. No man
can go to their houses because there
are dogs, the gates are closed, and
many problems can arise. No man
can go to them with his application
for a rice ration book.

So, we must take a realistic view of
this position. I ask the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to instruct
government agents not to auto-
matically go by the lists but to find
out whether the particular J.Ps are
functioning or not although the
names appear in the list.

The other matter I want to refer
to is the Press Commission. I am
proud of the fact that it was on my
motion in the Government Parlia-
mentary Group that the Press Com-
mission was set up. Many people
have forgotten that. I must say that
we had certain difficulties about the
take-over of the press. When the
former Minister of Justice, now our
Ambassador in Cairo, sought to
bring legislation, there was a rift in
the party. There were violent views
expressed on both sides on this
question and as
forget the date but the records will
- show it—I suggested that we should
appoint a press commission. But as
a backbencher I am sorry to say that
if the Report of the Press Commis-
sion, as published today or yester-
day, is implemented, it would not be
merely the end of democracy, it
would be the end of free speech. I
must say that because I was one who
was always for the appointment of
a press commission.

As far back as 1956, when I tock
a certain active interest in the poli-
tical affairs of this country, I
remember telling the former Prime

RBewlfrm D5I5) PHVC®
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Minister, Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike, “ Sir, it is time that the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party had its own
newspaper.” In 1954, soon after I
finished my law examinations, I was
an assistant editor of the now defunct
“ Guardian.” It was the only Eng-
lish daily newspaper that was
opposed to the United National Party
policy. I remember, the first ques-
tion we brought up was one that was
kept hidden, kept under cover by
the former Prime Minister, Sir John
Kotelawala namely the N. U. Jaya-
wardena affair. At that time, I
remember, my good Friend, the
Member for Welimada (Mr. K. M. P.
Rajaratne) was in and out of the
“ Guardian” newspaper office and
we took certain steps. When I told
the Prime Minister what I mentioned
earlier, he said, “ Yes, we must start
a newspaper because the newspapers
are utterly irresponsible.”

Now I will not comment on the
policies of the newspapers. I do not
say that they are anti-national; I do
not say that there is Catholic Action
behind them ; but I must say that
in certain respects they have been
rather irresponsible. They have
attacked every person.

eI 8E Sduws D«

(B Cogrigy TregLisen)
(Mr. George Rajapaksa)
That is an under-statement.

6. B, o WS .

(8w 1y 9. HrCssar)
(Mr. U. B. Weerasekara)

But to their credit I must say this.
If the United National Party lost the
1956 election, they must thank no less
a person than Mr. Tarzie Vittachi of
“ T.ake House ” who wrote a series o,f;
articles in the “ Sunday Observer
called “Island in the Sun.” That was
the dual force working against the
United National Party. So therefore
let us not be afraid of the press. Let
us have a free press. But let us break
up the monopoly, I say that a free
press is essential.
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In fact, I was very worried when
I read the recommedations of the

Press Commission headed by Mr.

K. D. de Silva. I have the highest
respect for him personally. But when
I saw the recommendations I was
wondering how we were going to
support them. I can assure this House
that as a backbencher I shall fight
tooth and nail to resist that type of
-monopoly either by the State or by
any other interested party.

Let us work together to find a
solution to this problem. We do not
have to go too far. There is a press
council in England ; there is a press
council in India. Let us follow those
patterns. After all, two of the greatest
democracies that exist today are
England and India. So, if we are
unable to understand these problems
we have got precedents and prece-
dents. Let us follow them.

* Therefore, I wish to say categori-
cally that within the Group and out-
side we will resist the implementa-
tion of the present Press Commission
Report.

ey, 8. 8. SHEdTH» e,
(8. Cs. erib. (§. rregrger)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

gesd, gud !

@ 3. 8ded WS .

(5w - 9. FrCsssr)

(Mr. U. B. Weerasekara)

And we will also fight for the

break-up of the present monopoly of

the press as it exists in the country
today, and that too we must do with
the full permission of this House,
because it is not a private matter or
a party matter but a matter for the
whole country and for this House.

o, 8. 8. SHddm .

(,@@ Ga. erib. (F. rregrGer)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

gesd, gwd!

1964 gewdu ) 24

1094

— 0l el

. 8. e WS e,

(8 wy 9. FrCséaT)

(Mr. U. B. Weerasekara)

I want my views to go on record
and I hope that they who wield

power today, like my Friend, the Hon.
Minister of Finance, will heed—

8 owedd @wi.
(8ap. urflev QuGTTT)
(Mr. Paris Perera)

He will not listen to you.

& 8. ddedWE Desn.
(ﬁ@ upe 19- K rCF&asT)
(Mr. U. B. Weerasekara)

We will see that they listen to us.

oy, ©8. 8. SHEST» .
(8. Cs. erib. 1F. Tregrgar)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

¢esd, ged !

@. 8. b WDS V.
(8. 1. 9. FPrlssar)
(Mr. U. B. Weerasekara)

We are the people who are
responsible for this Coalition, and we
have a right to express our views. T
hope that those who are in power,
particularly those in the Front Bench,
will remember that there are voices
at the back also.

CHIEOsY Lwommd dc. (E8cE8es)

(8@ osyer QuaQary —Seyondi g )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Divula-
pitiya)

b BENSBROA, B Do
DN WY 0 gdwb E® wum &
DYy Y6’  FTRRVsTm 62D,
S Do WET D wryermd wben 3 =F
CRB. OB @  ww®am
8B dDewzns ©c8 &0 B8ERedB. geef
PETRIO s BB Doy e Em
quenny g8 c@® ©¢d wmeen gmeedesd
eNs oY mRw Bem eDfernd
gusT B CEADD. O S EHEHBE
O 8o wsym 8B 8 Ream
PRIER® @’ 1 1956 0 &A@ 8 ®g®
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Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 27,650
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Vote No. 4—Services provided bu the
Department—Recurrent expenditure,
Rs. 50,000
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Heap 54 —REVISION OF

ENACTMENTS AND SUBSIDIARY LEGIS-
LATION

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 14,797
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Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—

Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 200
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Heap 55.—DistricT COURTS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff Rs. 2,605,378
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Vote No. 2.—Administration chorges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 255,555
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Heap 56.—CoOURTS OF REQUESTS AND

MAagIiSTRATES’ COURTS

Vote No. I.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 2,261,305
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charges—
Rs. 336,750
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Hzeap 57.—F1scAL’s DEPARTMENT

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,563,310
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Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 788,580
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HeAap 58.—CoONCILIATION BOARDS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 108,761

“58 Dm BBexd 1 0» wddmes mewm
&. 1,08,761 = 8eC OB o AMWO DS DS

gMe”? o sdme Vs CEW, mwmnem
s,

1964 geaiwm 24
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—dm esend
58 D BBowd 1 9» wdOmw ¢® eC am
cud omoum ®mOwd Baw w@Pwd Dowa
@Dém G

9 Doy WO —CH MEBH—EBS
28m» 8wed, G 5,900

QT & &L Learih  @)ev. o —vflurevars QaFevay
ser—8 e Qeuanes Qe 5. 5,900

Vote No. 2—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 5,900

“38 D Slowd 2 9» wdOme we
6. 5900m 8ec ¢u oC AWML @S D€
ane” o» gdme 80um CI, Bnudom
Des.

58 2w Bfcud 2 9 w@dme B eC D
cwB cmmbuw mIOwd WA @NWE ':zﬁ@oaa_'m
DEP G

59 95 BBw—aeAEB L®&E

1 2% w@@mw—ndes QI AC
calofm sEHI we gBMD OB,
. 9,77,850

1 9 ¢ BBvw—oEdm woaAd®m wd L
&i. 7,04,856
SR 59 —Fl L SZops seoeiowSLs

QIré@L Lewh G 1.—Lenflureriler 2)end

G gerapLb 19 pLig&EmLb,

en 9,77,850

@:H:u

o1 Fs&wdq 1.— serifuiir QariiLh FibLiersE
&(@Kth en. 704,856

HeAD 59.—ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, 'Rs. 977,850

Sub-head 1.—Cadre
Rs. 704,856

O SE O GETErND wmudOs i

“That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 17,760 in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘27 Crown Counsel’”— [ea& ¢2ds DI,

9®. cuedb]

and Salaries,

2 2% v 88w—E0m Bwed® mm SeFdw
Eosnihd E@m» & 1,85,260

2L S 2—UTIPEMSSE Q& eveyLsLig uyih
ACF_ auripseansLs Liguih en. 185,260

Sub-head 2.—Cost of living and special
living allowances, Rs. 185,260

Dy ing O cwW¥rNd wwmu®m Ja:
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“That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 2,620 in respect of sub-head 2.7—
[@6 @p&da . 9, ezedd].

3 2 o 88u—agBNmwy @sn &. 87,734
2 @iy 3—19prig ser
en. 87,734

Sub-head 3.—Other allowances, Rs. 87,734
O Vg 9 cwWEmd wwpsd®dm Be:

“That the Vote be increased by
Rs. 1,510 in respect of sub-head 3, item
‘(i) Rent allowance’”— [a& §:2:8w¢ 93,

9. ezedd&]

“59 o» &TuecuwB 1 Om» wddmw wmewm
S 9,99,740 o8 wém» ¢¢ 80 €8 o AP
aRET DE @MW, ” @ & Ww Bum &I,
Bmu®dm Ba.

39 2 &ZvewdB 1 2 wdOme, wH.0adImn
mdewsy, ¢u oF AWoud omdum oSsd
BB @Dul Bedo @Dé®» G2

2 D ©3POMw.—WHC ey —é
D&m®» Swe®, &. 3,15,150
ar&@l uerd @eo. 2—ufluresré Qe

Esir—té‘aa%r@m@@ Qeevey, . 3,15,150

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 315,150

“39 2» &8oudB 2 D wlOMmw wem
. 315,150 = 8¢¢ ¢ o A»wO aiMe”y DS
@M’ W g Do 80um Ry, smmuddm
e,

59 9 B28eud 2 D wdIMw ¢B e APFWA
emlsw ®mSwd BIw wHud Bowdo Dé®»
og.

60 9 8Bw—B:R oWYBuW &

1 95 =C@Mmu—mmin 927 DE csad
o =88 s BT Ewy,
S 3,84,774

B 60—&L 1L & gurfliurerr

QT &@GLILIET D @e. 1.—uenflurerfler 2jyend
@il Caugarapin 9 pLig &@sL,

¢h. 3,84,774

HEAD 60.—LECAL DRAFTSMAN

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 384,774

“60 P> @Bowd 1 Om» wleme BEeen
& 384774 = e o oEADwE aMmewy DS
Dk’ ww yd»e Sum sy, Bexnud®w 8

Bouddn 035 9e3DEwm

1120

—md ©end

60 22 B8cu® 1 2» wdOMmw cv o Aneud
emduw MmBwd BIw wPwd Bewlo DdH
ce.

2 o wsPdmu—zem aned 5y—
&HRVED® Bee®, &. 5,725

WUT&@HULISRTID @&, 2. —uflreers Gleevey
ase?r—:ﬁa:%r@m@'@ Geeoey, 5. 5,725

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 5,725

“60 O &KBoud 2 P» wdIMmw wmew
&. 5,720 ®» 85C ¢® e aAmwd qimer =e
@De” am & e um i, swmuden
Bca.

60 22 BBoudB 2 O u@dmu ¢ e A»owD
oy WmOwd BBw PwE Bewlo =d®

ce.
61 9% &Swu.—a@Ae nd
1 2 w@Omw—mBes Qg WG ozad
OG> BRME w» B O,
. 12,23,488
&Ly 61.—eerf B Bioeir praser
ars@liuesry Q. 1.—veflurerfler 2jens
Cougerapin 19 pLig &@ErLe,
¢5. 12,23,488

@i

HEAD 61.—RURAL COURTS

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,223,488
“61 2 Gdowd 1 2m» wuldme wew

Si. 12,23,488 = e¢ ¢ e D GEW DS

MR ” @ gJd e Snm ¢, Bmuddn

8.

61 22 Glowd 1 2 x2@dmw ¢v e¢ amewd
emmOunm mOwd BB B Bowlo W™D

ce.

2 D wOIMB—E g P—YB
D8wmm Swed, & 1,76,217

UrE@L Lewid @ev. 2. —uiflurevers GQeaa)
&eir—18 e (Bl (Th(eh Qrevey, en. 1,76,217

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 176,217

“61 9 &8owd 2 2 wuldMma wcwm
G. 176,217 = @2 ¢¥ oF A6 Gimewy NG
G’ w® & e B0mm s, wwuddm
Beo.

61 2 BBocwB 2 2 u@dvmw cu o AMexd
oxnue w800 RIw gl Bewlo Dé® CF
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62 2y R8ws.—Gnws eSO e ACE

1 2% 389Mw.—mmEw e DE owad
a8 f_ SBHE B gBy 4 o),
. 86,856

By 6—aLar Qersss FewL

ars@liuery Q. 1—ueflurerfler gyens
&l CeugearapLh 19 pLig &EHLD,
- 86,856

HEAD 62.—DEBT CONCILIATION BOARD

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 86,856

“62 2 &Cowd 1 » wldmw wewm
&. 86856 = &G ¢8 o AMwD gPEew DG

gne”’ @» g e SPum Gy, umuddn
8.

© 62 2 88eus 1 2 u@9Mmu ¢ e AMesB
oM wmIwd BIuw @l Bewlo =WDED
(8

2 92 wOIMw.—CB e —yP®S
VWm» we®, &. 13,935

ard@y vers Go. 2—uflureers Geowey
ser—8 e Qainey Qewe), 5. 13,935

Yote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 13,935

“62 m» &Boud 2 Dm» wPIMw wew
G 13,935 © e ¢® e AMWO FMWeTw |e

Qe ”’ w® @ e S0um ¢, swmudonm
Sea.

62 2 B80uB 2 D 889w ¢¥ oF AMoEB
omduy mOwd WBIw DB Bewo DID
ce.

63 2 E8w.—aCCH owmendd

1 2 wddme—mmie O aAC
cxadaBm BIHE s BT IOz,
& 1,36,395

1 2 g8 E8w.—ex’ D tieadlr &
294, &. 86,383

Bl 63 —@overs ydRTITeTH
ars@liLerh @, 1—ueflurerfler jens

@&/ Ceugar1pLb 19 pLitg &erLb,

e5. 1,36,395
oL SELIL 1.—eorQuiir Cariiyb &ibLier
@@L, (. 86,383

1964 gecidz 24
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—ndm @end
HEAD 63.—BRIBERY COMMISSIONER

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 136,395

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and Salaries, 86,383

o, 80. 8. SHiddw » dwn.

(8. Cs. erib. 1S, rrgyrger)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

abl SBBBRROB), SoOw
el dsnd @0 @E8uny WS :

wcesl

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10 in
respect of sub-head 1, item “Bribery
Commissioner ?.”

e& BENSRROB, ¢C CH crndmsed
Démes GeendmeInd m® & B
cemzy 03 gusImd 00 WF B0
WésTem. BBed E2CH® downe
BeR® Bew 600 6cndned®sInes
D WOL o gbO gLendd
Bed®D. BBRw 52 e ce exndm
S PO n8wtnd & DD WOy DS
eH® @5YH . BB eeRIVBW
HEVY Ew ghiced mH BBBI
B2 endlum aRes’d B
Y, »EBed wennde D/EC IS
B & socfdmwd ged @53
Coh @Y 0 N8 Dew. & Bexw g ce
ecHBeRIPED TR 2O Hanf
cé0 mem BO Reamd. dads ¢cce
ern®t08ed 6cHNeB®sINED D O
W ETB® 6w WeH®
B iy em9Csny amm
D5y QEGEnY W™ B O
amesy 5 OBR. OB @5y DG W
DéE BeR®HD O Ty 92n s &
BRIV B8 eCew mmed ™S 988
357 WEY®. D DY Oz HED
IHEN' DY BDRENESH D BT @@
B, 6® b Bened ey e
BOEEIDG FBD 9BN® B DT
DNEE Sw uCI® WS MBOD ddsT
98w Bw. O O gy 0BT me
Wy ey HBsT gD@s BeedR 2
@& 6200 PIEBLY WE®De Buw O
SUBIHBY 5 OB,
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8 VDED. corzNe®

(soor £ 1 Liafluy. SED)IEGS )

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Y §2@n ®oeRid® oz e DB
PEBeD DD WO O ORI, &
@8 BeRIN® @E8uxY med 6e8
BVC VT (8. 8. 8908w Own.)
C8 193 Dwewsy BI® wEew ER. &
g HedE g8 ez egxTen, &
BoeRINL Benery Jddery, ©bor’
B DD. I wocafdm Benm gmd
DEenDESw BBz wencdsd DEE
MEwEY Jen 6@ ol wwed b, @535
GO Bewes Ch DO @d
BeRADDw M g8 e85y gxIm.
dwd B8RS 290 @ed YO M8 Pew.
C DS ey B8 HLOBDRHO A8
Jem. qen BD endedm 695 DIWY
DE5TH SO05 O D). BoeRIVD 8EHD
S 25T DR We B30T e
GBNDHS B B8w. 1) Ay &
BRI DD BEwD @88uy WEmeh O,
&  2dde gFwdeom @E8eny
DEEY B VN, BoeRIV®EW NOGwkST
2O Jddew WY 9B e’ ®
M. DO Bw 08 glwben G OR@O
O W OBB, WeeRHIID
B GO 80 6® wEned PWwd
@& WETHI, g5 cusIh g3 & Ddde
»8 o J Beaddn semm 9e8sny
2NOBY s ek,

I 3520 98 v W WmOB,
BRed wémw BeADOw Hww e
©d o DWMwWEY MB Hw NS B
MNB). 5Bz N8% DB WS @B, @I 08
B3O W6 @B, GeRed eefDwwsT
8w oo ge B350, gdbs WO
N8B G BEer sBsT BD S

Wl mHH® WS B GPpepDed

cEDWREY Bw 0O D 9T
BBed cBOCH® B =B B,
WDES DI DM B, DbEmmSwsI
%8 DuwsTensy mBD, BAEE eI
B& WDVosyemsy B, ge B
B0, dWEBWH O 68 BBwd qunm
D Wb ey &7 ®»YxIsnsIetd O
BB woeRIV®DW WS HE O
BeRs) BB ¢85’ R, nE .

BewlEm B53IF) OeTVCw

1124
—z0dm 508
Drn. 00 BT e WMOBE @
BB woedVmen eNE, Gre3 Qo
e IDwrY 60 D% BEANCD B Seme
Iy MDD NEEw B S®cs 5D
Bedn BeGEO Swve Dexn® gdmx
DEST V2. DO Bess @eoey Beod Q8
50E @ B 980 WEBT®w Bk OO
glWSem FOB aorewsd o e®e.
Gy o DO 9 eerfm e,
P QoD o Odmer’d wBw @dd
DEBT . 2D (B DCEW B O 688
Sdedd otf Dnwried SmwmBE Sem®
Om® gm 2. SBHHMWE
Sanw QW OBT® =D & exdm
sy SéemburS DD exd BUEEmd
sy 89 6w YTO cxTDxy w.

oY, €0, 8. &H¥dwW» S

(5. Cs. erws. 1§. rrgyrsar) -

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

anF e @& THPD B mndemncs
) FAWSen Owrm B8ERe =086
GCila o) 6E DO RNessIexsT
e®mSe?

stf el e,

(8. usvEmae)

(Mr. Pasqual)

aAO® BWoeRIRVBIB FNED BHBY
emOPsy WK BHWD FRET 6
Be e,

“63 2m &8cwdB 1 2» _a@@mcﬁ W
& 1,36,395 = e CY oC AW GMEY |™E
aME”’ @M Fo' De 0w Y, wmuden
Sea,

63 O S88cud 1 2m 3P ¢ 0C AWead

- cowOuy WmOwd HIs gNeB Bowlo WEB

ce.
2 95 uPOMu.—EH T By —
DM Sewed, & 26,000

UTE@LLISTD @, 2 —Liflurewars QEevey
ser—8 e Qeoimes Qoeovey en. 26,000

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 26,000

“63 I G8ouwd 2 » wEdmw w®em
Si. 26,000 @ ®ec ¢O o AMWO oW WE
G’ 9 Z@ e TOs® G2, Lemuden
Jes.

63 2 &8owd 2 O wIOBM® ¢V éc"amuﬁ
@emReialion Owd HBw Pl Pede mdw 6L
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64 D B&w.—Sdn B
ecendmedsy O

1 9 wdame—mnds 927 AC o8ag
oD BTHA ©B» ¢BMT O,
S 14,538,594

&Ly 64— T FSTHLD Quomr AL LJ@Q

U &@LILIGTLD B)ev. 1 —csemRuirerfler 2)OH&

@xﬁ_u Caugarapth (9 pLitg & @/HLD,

e 14,538,594

AEAD 64 —OFFICIAL LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,453,594

“gp 2 &lecud® 1 2 wuldmw wgwm
G. 14,53,594 @ 8¢ ¢ of AN aRey DG
@M’ «m g He S0um ¢, wemndn da.

649 BBeud 1 9 808mw ¢u of APES
omous MmSwd BBu @Nwd Bewle WS CS.
9 D5 BOONWB—CH s H—
g&Enm 8wed, di. 1,22,750
qu;n'.g%@s_} Liewth @ev. 2. —uMLTeer s Glroey
sor—L e Qaumes QFovey, cp. 1,22,750
Vote No. 2—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 122,750

“gh Dm» &Bcud 2 » =8dnx wewm
& 122,750 = 8e¢ P oC amwd aHew D
ame” wm gofwe ddum I, Emxddm
3ea.

64 2 SBowd 2 OB $20Mms ¢ e Aweud
omnOunsy wmOwd BIe @B WBewio DED
(2

65 2 S8u—ou BMHEDSETmS
: eS8es D&
1 9 88®mu.—mde @4 AC e
Cm samB vy B SOy,
& 9,25,741

SOy 65—2 WL BT oL L & eaumr it
QT &@LILIGTLD G)a. 1.—uesflumrerfler 2@Hs
Cougaripth 19 pLig HEHLD,
e5. 9,25,741

@J‘HUJ

HEAD 65.—REGISTRAT OF THE SUPREME
COURT
Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 925,741
“g5 om BBowd 1 om wddme ®Tw
& 925741 = @z¢ €8 o AMud gRewW We
@me”’ wd I »He Idum ciy, mmuden
Jes. ; '

65 2 A8sul 1 2 w@0Mw ¢ e AMeuB
cxmons w3wd RBe aNed BRewda D, G5

1964 geoveizy 4

1126
—nd BeNd -
9 D5 BOOMwB.—CH ned B—
g»&dEm® 6, i 3,69,400

UTE@LI LIGRTLH @)e. 2—ufurevers ey
ser—18anQaimes Geaal ¢ 3,69,400

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 369,400

“g5 Dm» BBowuB 2 D» wldmwe wneWm
& 8,69,400 @ ©ce ¢ oF M @wMEDY RBE
@me” @ o e dum ci, SISk )
Ses,

. 85 9 RBcuS 2 9 u29Mmw B o AWMOWS
emoaw mOwd B gNWB Dewla WS CE.

66 2 B8w.—a5Y ABNMS
ecenE ey DT

1 9 ul@mu.—mmEw @27 AC eBIge
G 8B w g Oz,
4. 59,05,592

BB 66— pFardols uGEH

aurs@lie @o. 1.—Leflurerflar 2hens
@:ﬁtu CaygerapLb 19 pLig &@HL,

eB. 59,05,592

HEAD 66.—DEPARTMENT OF PRISIONS

Vof:'e No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 5,905,592

“66 2m» &8oudB 1 2» wulIMw wewm
é1. 59,05,592 3 82G €% oC AN yiDew W

Ame”’ @5 g e JQum I, uUmudem
Des.

66 @ Blcwd® 1 9 w@dMu ¢ oF ABEwH
cmnOun mOwd Ve anwd Bewla »dm CE.

2 2 wVWMw.—IEP T H—
am&Ddm® Bwe® & 35,59,025

UrE@HL L @ev. 2 —ufurever & Qrevey

ser—18 o Qeumes Gaeey, erm. 35,59,025

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 3,559,025

“66 2 &8oud 2 D2 wlOMw wewm
S 35,59,025 = 85C ¢@ o AR gwmew Wwe

@’ wm gaf we Fwm Y, smuen
Se.

66 2 S8ewd 2 om u@@mw cu o AMewuR
emMmduy mOul BBwe N Bewle Dém ce
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3 O» wuCdmw—WwEm» wieH—
SCI» Bawe®, &. 20,000

UT&@HL LeRTD @ev. 3.— Liflureers Qzeeay
ST — Y58 QuirmmL. Qeoay, 5. 20,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 20,000

“66 2» &8owd 3 2 w@Ime ©em

G 20,000 » 8:0 ¢c» o AMsO Gmesy o8
@R ” w® g me TVsm ¢, wwmsddn

Bes,

66 92 &8ousd 3 O» uCdMmu ¢ e AMoLB
IOum MO« WBIw wned Bewde @D

ci.

I O» wOIMw—osmEMmed YD
885  essex o Dr—ygm»&HDE 5
8wc®, &. 69,250

UrE@HL e @ov. 4 —Elow s sor s sre
YyoflGa& @b @fmmasir—ﬁah@m@@
Osesy, er. 69,250

Vote No. 4—Services provided by the
Department—Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 69,250

“66 2m» B8ouB 4 D» WM Beaw
S 69250 = e ¢ o AMd ey =m¢
B2 " w® & e BOum LY, wwmudom
8,

66 o» &8owd 4 2 dOma c® edAm
68 emOus wOwd B GaDuEE Bewla
@é» ¢

- 67 9» B8u—peTRed ooy
88 ¥

1 95 3@ —z2m8cs &' AC euae
oE® uBH8 @ G232y @,
<. 4,58,165

.E%\JL'IL[ 67— rerms @Qreriiers
u@.:}un'awf

U &@HLILIGRTD @&, 1.—Lienflurerfer 2)©5&
@My Ceugerapip 19 mLig &@mLb,

e 4,58,165

HEAD 67.—GOVERNMENT ANALYST

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments aﬁd
other allowances of staff, Rs. 458,165

“67 o &8owd 1 Om» wdOmw ey
G 458,165 @ ®ce ¢ o AMwd amew =g
AN’ w®d gl me 80um» c2, wmsddm
Bes.

Bewlds LuI5 @eIACEw®

1128

—208m 80D

67 2 &8ouB 1 ©» B@Pms Cc® e Amous
emlus ™mOwd Biw wud Bewe win cd.

2 95 6@dmw.—a.Cx» mes y—a23é
SEm» Twsed, & 75,640

U &G@) LUTD @&, 2.—Lfireer s Qeevey
aseir-——LSeﬁr@m@@' Qeeay, en. 75,640

Vote No.  2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 75,640

“67 2» &B8ecuB 2 Vm» wEoOme Bey
G 75,640 = 8¢¢ ¢ e A®ewsd ey og
aRe” «m @ e Soum 2y, amuodn
Bes.

67 22 B8cud 2 2 ©wOOMes ce® e am
eeB omluw wBud BIe aNG8 HBewlo

= ﬂdm cen

68 22 &8s —Owmtmdamd

1 2% «@omu—mnm8n @o7ac cuad
o€ SEH e By Ty,
<. 2,601,796

Sy 68.—0urg BLo&Genat
Qur i iureri

QUTESHL LeRrd @&, 1.—vLenflwrerfer T
@My Cougerapin L"}}rm:_u?_&@!.b,

€5 2:51,796

Heap 68.—PuBLIC TRUSTEE

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 251,796

“68 @m» &8cud 1 O» wome Beem
S 251,796 = 8¢c ¢ e ADEO qmew D6
NG’ w® Y@ De SQum Y, wwmudon
e,

68 2 G8oud 1 @2» uddmw ¢ o ADeud

emMOuw wWmOwd BIw @HEB Bewo DED
cg

2 3 uO0me—wmEm» wmedH—
Y& VEN® Bwed, & 32,485

UTES LTy @&, 2—ufureers Graey
ser—i8 e Qeumes Geway, ¢5. 32,485

Vote No. 2.—Administration charges—
Recurrent expenditure, Rs. 32,485
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g. on. 7.8

& ©8. 8. ¢ el BSDEA»
(Qaeorrau 19 Qerdionr & Peur ser)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I move,

“That the Committee do now report
Progress and ask to sit again.”

g »a 80um cfy, swmudm Ja

goBe D¥m =démn S sud Form-

owsy QP 8.

Mém wtnd YoRa Do HEE; EW
du8® 1964 godewm 25 2 gond e,

Y VFRICOSE DHIED)
FOL I AN

BuUsINESS OF THE HOUSE

o ¢ emBen KVS2IAQ»
(Qaorras 19 Qerisenr & paui ser)
(The Hon. de Zoy3a Siriwardena)

Before I move the Adjournment,
till 8 o’clock we can take up—/[Inter-
Tuption].

@S @rende O5Y. 99, cueldd
(Oserres sewrfE erer. erib. QUGTTT)

(Th> Ilen. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I thought there was an agreement
among party leaders that before the
Adjournment is moved I would be
allowed to move certain Regulations
which are really formal.

ey, 98, 8. H1dw » O

(,@:{5 Ca. erib. (F. rregrger)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

ge 68 oY m g8 emebhnyg
gess o
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aé & emSBm 88250

(Oserres 19 Qeriiovr &peurger)

(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardeana)

ge gRwben g@mmoern oledl |
BeA®m Gerndmedmiy o dh
@24 RDeemiy Qe gD MBI
50 D% wésTesy D @ 0 OV®
gem.

8. 8. @d. @»mdlam dw.

(8. . §. Yyt HeTaurser)

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

28dm §eC BeamD s®gnes
gy o 00d%h DETHO OD®
Dem. Y 648 mm hmdh
DS e Bees e, 68 gl
250 ar’® wexer) ©8usMW
Qe @200, c6bxnER.

aé ¢ cwmBesm 8828

(Oszerray 19 Qeriier &p e ser)

(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

“ omeY O6REBE ! B eS8 §&
@24 DX B OB, [hdw [HEE]

8. 8. @8, 9wl O

{E}@, . 1§, . & U e )

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

38 & o cmebhsy ¢ gwerd
DREN.

e, ©8. 8. SHEdH » e
(8. Cs. erib. (F. Tregr Gar)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
c® a8 o DL
ge o g8 e on®» ¢» &H3ew
oo, gBedn D B8 o =D
0%, BHE® o g8 SPad.

DNEBY

ol ¢ B BS828R%
(Qsorreu 19 Qeriionr & Peur ser)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

c® b8 o S »éwy & Hed
2. [@dh HED]
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8. 8. 8. 928 m» .

(8w . F. gyi. @& STl S )

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

gEx’ IO Bwd ACsTO desncs ?
2@eu® i BewdHd ©8. ¢8sf
NwDsY O .

o ey
Fy eyt |
S -

oY, BB, 8. S » e,
(8. Cs. erib. 7. Trep T G )
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
BERHEB 60X cdwm s m.

a6 @da Y. 98, suels,
(QserTeu asawr,aﬁ'@ erar. ertd. QT )
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

These are Regulations which have
been on the Order Paper for a long
time ; they are not new Regulations.

8. 8. & 922080 @«
(B . . gy & Ul e )
{Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)
We never gave any undertaking—

o pDla Y. OQ. euesd
(Qsorres seoor B erer. erib. QuCrar)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I understood that there was an
undertaking.

8. 8. @8 98 @w.
(8. . S, BT @ il G
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

We did not give any under.taking
to consider these Regulations.

@HDrde DD, cosNeD
(sorfS 1 lefly. ss@uss)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I want to talk about the People's
Bank for three hours.

®S gda OsY. 88, cuedd
(Qserres sevr g eresr. erib. QuCrmrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

The hon. Member will get a chance
to discuss the People’s Bank when
the Votes under my Ministry are
being discussed. May I be permitted
to explain item No. 2—the difficulty

BDewl S 838 @edDCes
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I have ? At the moment, under the
law, there is provision for only Rs. 6
million, Rs. 3 million from us and
Rs. 3 million from the co-operative
societies. The co-operative societies
have already increased their share ;
they have put in more capital. As a
result we have to regularize that by
an increase of the fotal capital by
Rs. 1 million. That is all

3. 8. @8 9223 &,

(Bm. w. &, g &R Uil g )

(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

We give an undertaking to con-
sider that on Wednesday so far as
we are concerned, after the Votes

of the Hon. Minister of Finance are
taken up. '

oG @an8a Y. 98. cucls,
(Qserres ST G erer. erih. QuCrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

All these Regulations deal with
matters such as surtax and so on ;
they really catch up things already
done. There are no new impositions
or anything like that.

I rose only because I was given to
understand that there was an under-
taking.—[Interruption]. I am quite
prepared to wait.

D BNGEDH S

(surprusr)

(Mr. Speaker)

I think there was no undertaking
in regard to these Regulations being
taken up today. We spoke of Supple-
mentary HEstimates that could be
passed during the Adjournment ; we
can take them up from tomorrow on-
wards at 8 o’clock.

DC D
25 Sewaiyy
ADJOURNMENT

NG € OB BSDERD
(Aserrey 9 Qerdisr 8 e ser)
(The Hon. de Zoysa Siriwardena)

I move, '
“That the House do now adjourn.”

g Mo BmBED ®ém cl
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ey, 98. 8. &HEdwy » dwn.

(85 Cs. orib. 1F. rregrger)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

D& DBENEDDDK, SdrmdsTBm &
dedm mOum 88Re =SB
C® 2B 88 goSBBwes
FONHB e E3® E&fes ¢ 5 8
MéeHn BeADD, WEWE #OBY
6® méenw ey 6 PP
T BB & AeedsTn) 6DHD.
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@O g Bon@ E8m& 8799570 g
S ¢Ded IC 8O emewsy gasyend
9@ 8y »O 8D 3 BeA®D. Bed®
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Y Shew DEB® 83 WICO e o
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Heaxd. ¥ yed«de 28ed8 Fyd
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6@ 8o BEHEsY @ded. ¢, o
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5y 50 ¢80 Befe e B® cuHdmnd
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w5, BVWEHEL S BOS 68w ¢y
N0 330 B ¢ D BRIk
DNow @D @688. Y DO VIWC
368 6e0B8x @ Bwe C8mE s
6ef Glznd wean B8 Buddw cam
. 68 88D BomnE CB®& 5.
@ cONBBGOY, %GB0y,
edmm & w5 VD DD v BCEh
857 05T ¢mO® wien ¢ D B,
e® qued)d celd wmn meamBS Bed

e 88 & 8omn@E BEHE dnmsye
238u8ems @l #d sefdnesy Y
5® Ow & BeNWE I yed«wdDEH
257 5% @00 cum wy @8 WO
5Yenrns D586 SCE &0 €22,
& Dead® &F Bew 6@ 660 H»WWLD
5T 5Y Do @B €2y BT 9B BB
A2 & FANEIE WIWD) WEEHHE
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DED 8o, AT H drcwsy® 6O Ju&
BOwesy genRed &d HED' B e
& B3ew . 6@ Hd WOuY WEHI
50 YOOsn B Gy ® BEBMOEWRLY
—ep® P YT — e dw 58
weom 6@ ged *dEO Bw. 6@ gwemnny
28006l mBWVwY. BODE 3w
e B Bpew muwm. I e
85008 ccBwd e ®eF G oiemny
. DY e® o SdbmnSa
2EY OB & ged PO ew. & B
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@b oF ouxmn, g en OO
DS B @6 8B O @D ¢
8, 068 BB RO @d®xsF DEBY DB
e T2, »D ¢b0sf 6@ LICAw
8x¥0 & yodwdc 9m®m» M. I
D6 O 6B yBEwmny i D» D
& gADEDEY DI 6w EINCIR.
den® yBR e @B ey MOV
s DS WEBY O PYADH O G B
DrYem men. OB DY ¥ Sy au
DT m 0 »ExT® gud »HO® N
20y . & T BN WEDD e B
D0y Ven® VDINWOW D 0.
YT 6@ BT B o mHOY B WO
W W6 e,  cPemn® ecwzy
B arx’d Den® A Ycd e
DB WO DY ey BB PesDB) GG
BB g57¥ed®@s), BoHDHDCD D WS
W) NEORB. »HYY DD D WS M.
J Ben BowmeEsy B WED B X
NGHWHSE B DEO 2 8BS® S
BEHEwWODDY HE® gy enf 008
8Bg 625125 SRwWO Sewd® & 8o
SN2 6EOO e DB EecBenT Be
DO 6GH & 9F > 832N,

& . 745

8w DDES. evmnkD
(srpl@ L lofly. seE)dEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I wish to apologize to the Hon.
Minister of Finance for raising a
matter of which I had not given him
notice. The question really refers to
an administrative matter in the
Health Department, but it concerns
also a question of procedure. We are


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1135
& mde
[3&8w comnwm]

told that there is a new procedure
that is being adopted by the Minis-
try of Health in regard to the pur-
chase of drugs. Up to this point,
drugs had been purchased on a
system of world-wide tenders. This
System has been given up and
drugs are now being purchased from
patentees. We are informed that the
cost of drugs from patentees is much
more than the cost of drugs from
tenderers. If this is so, drugs are
going to cost very much more in the

coming year than they cost in the
past.

You will notice that in the Esti-
mates the vote for drugs is to be
reduced in the coming year. Thus, in
the coming year there will be
adverse circumstances in regard to
the supply of drugs in two ways :
the vote for drugs has been reduced
and the purchasable power of the
vote will also be reduced. Thus, it
may happen in the coming year that
more and more patients will die for
want of drugs. We know the position
today. We know what it is in the
provincial hospitals today. Very poor
people are given chits to purchase
drugs which are not found in the
hospital. It is a strange thing that the
drugs that are not found in the hos-
pital are found in large quantities
in the dispensaries surrounding the
provincial hospitals. This shows that
there is a drug racket in operation.
Now, if the system of world-wide
tenders for the purchase of drugs is
done away with I think it will be a
further aid to the racketeers, I want
the Hon. Minister of Finance to look
carefully into this question and to

see that a reasonably sound proce-
dure is devised.

¢ . 749

09. HOB8MIsE® ®cn.

(& erib. Aeu FibLirih)

(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

I want to raise a matter of grave
Importance. On more than one occa-
sion on the Floor of this House we
have complained of the unruly beha-
viour of army personnel who are

BewlEm @535 @eFDCw
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stationed in the North. There is a
famous temple on the borders of my
electorate and the electorate of
Point Pedro where the annual festi-
val is now going on—the temple
known as the Sonnathy Temple.
Large crowds are attracted to this
temple during the annual festival.
Last week, I believe on Thursday
night, after the festival was over
and the large crowd of people were
getting out of the premises of the
temple in their cars and various
other forms of vehicular traffic there
were on the road, some army
personnel who were mostly in
civil and not in uniform stopped all
these vehicles that were passing and
made all sorts of remarks at the
ladies who were in the cars; and in
the case of one car they had stopped
the car, pulled out the male occu-
pants of the car, assaulted them and
chased them out. One lady was left
behind in the back seat of the car.
Two of these military gentlemen—
and military gentlemen within in-
verted commas—had got into the
back seat, seated themselves by the
side of this lady and started harass-
ing her. She had promptly made a
complaint to the police about what
had happened.

I only want to say this. There is
certainly a limit to this type of
behaviour that has been going on
which we can tolerate and which
we have brought to the notice of the
Government on more than one occa-
sion. These people are unable to
identify the persons involved. They
are in civil. We do not know who they
are. They have all disappeared.

I must say to the credit of the
police that they took up the matter
immediately, and tried to find out
who the persons were, but unfortu-
nately they had disappeared from
the scene.

This is not the first time. I know of
an instance where the wife of a
doctor who was going with her
husband had been harassed in this
same way. These instances are multi-
plying. It is no use just giving a
reply: If the . hon: Parliamentary
Secretary were here he would have
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given a nice reply, “Oh! What is to
be done ? These things happen; we
have taken action : ” and that sort of
thing. We have heard this more
than once. I would ask this Govern-
ment to take some stern measures.
I do not want to be jocular about
this matter. When the Army Votes
were discussed I thought we could
treat this matter in a jocular way,
but I think that stage is past. I must
_ emphatically protest against this
type of behaviour by the armed per-
sonnel in the North.

Here is a place where pilgrims
had gone to the temple and were
coming out. They are stopped on the
way and harassed for no reason at
all. I can understand smugglers or
people who are illicit immigrants
being treated in this way. But in this
case the armed personnel knew that
they were coming out of the temple
because this incident took place only
a few yards away from the temple
premises. There was no question of
their trying to search a car that was
carrying smuggled goods or trans-
porting illicit immigrants. I must
explain to the Government that the
people who are being harassed are
not smugglers or illicit immigrants.
They know hqw to get over the
army, they have done that in the
past, but these poor people are being
harassed for no reason at all.

I would earnestly ask the Hon.
Minister of Finance who is here to
impress upon the Hon. Prime Min-
ister and her Parliamentary Secre-
tary that something must be done.
They had one proposal to send mili-
tary police personnel to the North. I
have not seen any of them there.
For God’s sake withdraw this army
from the North and save about Rs. 13
million every year. But if you want
to have the army, then, at least safe-
guard our womenfolk and our inno-
cent people from being harassed in
this way. That is the least this Gov-
ernment can do for people against
whom they have committed a series
of injustices. Please do not do this.
That is the one fervent appeal I make

1964 geoidm 24
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to the Hon. Minister of Finance who
is here and through him to the Hon.
Prime Minister and her Parliamen-

tary Secretary.

g. on. T.24
8. DY »HL Swn.

(8. of. peurgertd)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

I wish to raise certain questions
relating to the Trincomalee harbour.
I am very happy the Hon. Minister
of Finance is present because he can
do something about the matter.

When the Port of Colombo was in
difficulties the Government in order
to induce shippers to make use of
the Trincomalee harbour for the
export of tea gave a rebate on the
export duty of 2 cents on every
pound of tea, and diverted most of
the export traffic to the Trincomalee
and the Galle harbours. As a result
these two ports in addition to the
Colombo Port got developed. In times
of crises both these ports had helped
to ease the congestion in the Port of
Colombo. Now, probably because the
situation in the Colombo harbour has
eased—I believe that must be the
chief reason—the Government has
withdrawn this rebate of two cents.
As a result of this the export traffic
through the Trincomalee harbour as
well as the Galle harbour has reduc-
ed, and the stevedoring companies
have now decided to retrench much
of their labour. They are also work-
ers, the country’s workers, and they
are as much entitled to protection at
the hands of the Government and at
the hands of the Hon. Minister of
Finance as much as the workers in
Colombo harbour. And unless this
rebate is restored, the situation may
end up in a large number of workers
losing their jobs. I would therefore
very earnestly request the Hon.
Minister of Finance, in the interests
of maintaining the efficiency of the
Trincomalee harbour and the Galle
harbour that this rebate be restored.
The two ports must be kept in trim
condition not only to be used when
the Colombo harbour finds it diffi-
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cult to cope with untoward situations,
but also for use at all times and for
all purposes.

&. . 7.27
o @wda IsY. 08, cnedsh

(Qsorrau &613!?’{&‘57'@ erer. erid. QuGram)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

With regard to the question of
drugs—which is really a matter for
the Hon. Minister of Health—I do
not personally agree with the hon.
Member for Galle. If we buy from
the patentees direct, the cost is bound
to be lower than when we go through
middlemen -because, after all, the
people who tender are not the manu-
facturers, but really export agents of
one type or another. Therefore, I
think, if we go direct to the manufac-
turers and buy our drugs, they are
bound to be cheaper.

The reason why in the Estimates
for next year the amount that is to
be spent on drugs is less is because
we are using the formulary commit-
tee’s recommendations strictly. A
good deal of unnecessary drugs will
therefore be excluded, and a greater
care will be exercised in the use of
drugs. As the hon. Member for Galle
himself admitted, some of the drugs
that get to hospitals find their way
to dispensaries outside. We are tak-
ing steps to prevent that as far as
we possibly can. That is why the
amount of drugs is being reduced,
not because we want to give less to
the patients. I can assure the hon.
Member for Galle that there is no
attempt on our part to reduce the
quantum of drugs that will be pres-
cribed by doctors to patients.

With regard to the matter raised
by the hon. Member for Uduppiddi,
I do not know whether he is referr-
ing to the Velvettiturai matter. The
hon. Parliamentary Secretary  in-
formed the House that he may not
be able to be present today. I have a
note sent by the department, and it
may be that the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary might agree, in the light of

BDewlEm 75 Ve8DCw
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the hon. Member’s statement, to
re-check the information provided,
The information in the note relates
to an incident near the Sannathi
Temple near Velvettiturai. This is
what the note says :

No pilgrims have ever been harassed
by army personnel in Velvettiturai area.
The only incident reported was that on
the night of 20th August, 1964.

At about 9 p.m. a car was search-
ed at Velvettiturai on information
received that it was carrying contra-
band. The sergeant who was in
charge of the search party, having
searched the wvehicle, allowed it to
pass. Later on in the night, a woman
who was travelling in this vehicle
made a report at the Kankesanturai
police station stating that army per-
sonnel had assaulted her when she
was travelling in the car to the
temple. The police sergeant who was
investigating the woman’s complaint,
informed the army officer that the
woman complainant was the wife of
a person absconding from the police
in connection with a recent attempt
to smuggle arecanuts to India. In
fact, no assault whatsoever took
place, and any charge that army per-
sonnel had harassed pilgrims is
entirely without foundation.

DO, HOBH8BL® dwn.

(‘Qeﬁ. GT LD. qu_@re;muﬂ'f_b)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

In Jaffna, we have come to women
starting to smuggle !

a& Ghda Y. O8. eueds
(Ozorres seorfa erer. erb. QUGTrT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

In any case, I will inform the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary about the
points raised by my good Friend the
hon. Member for Uduppiddi.

The next point is with regard to
Trincomalee. I would like to please
my good Friend, but even to please
him I cannot spend all the money.
In that situation I am trying to divert

cement or fertilizer ships to Trinco-

malee so that work could be made
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 available to the people there as far

as is possible. I am sorry that be-
yond that I cannot do anything to
help him.

3. »HEBY »HO .

(B@. . pourgarih)

(Mr. V. Navaratnam)

May I ask the Hon. Minister of
Finance to use his good offices with
the stevedoring companies and
request them to stop retrenchment.

aé @nde Y. 8. cuedd
(Oserros aodrpG erer. erb. QUGTIT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

These stevedoring companies are
private companies. They have been
employing workers out of proportion
to the actual number required.
Largely unjustified numbers are be-
ing employed by them. So I do not
know whether it would be fair for
me to use my good offices.

Then the hon. Member for Weli-
mada (Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
raised a very serious matter. Really,
the question was not directed at me.
I am not sure whether some of the
people are even stateless citizens. We
are checking up on all the informa-
tion supplied to us. That is also to
be checked up at Trincomalee. I am
doing my best to help in the situa-
tion. I will certainly try to improve
the situation as far as possible as
regards Trincomalee and Galle.

The question is not one which can
be dealt with by me. I have had no
complaints from them. I will convey
it to the Hon. Minister of Defence
and External Affairs.

With regard to Trincomalee, I am
sorry I cannot agree. We allowed
two cents rebate until the harbour
was in a position to take over all the

. tea. Now the harbour is in a position

to take over all the tea and I see no
reason why I should pay Rs. 6 million
to the various exporting firms. In
point of fact they are making a big
profit on that. It costs them only half

1964 gexdedz) 24
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a cent on every pound to transport
tea from Colombo to Galle. Apart
from that it is duplication of work.
What does that mean ? All the tea
has to come to Colombo. In a situa-
tion where we have no proper spare
parts for lorries and so on, when
tyres are not available, we are res-
tricting on unnecessary transport. I
am, in addition, asked to spend an-
other Rs. 6 million when the har-
bour here can fully cope with that.
I appreciate the difficulty. In fact, I
had a conference on Friday with the
Port Commissioner and others. We
went late into the night trying to

~ figure out how best we could help

the people in Galle who are worst
affected. I will tell you why. I have
been trying to divert food ships to
Galle. The difficulty in doing that

_ is that the Galle port cannot take in

food ships when they are full, we
have to empty half here and send the
other half to Galle to be emptied
there. There is a further difficulty :
all food ships are being unloaded by
the labour co-operatives; they have
work. The people who do not have
work are the people who do not be-
long to any of these co-operative
societies. In the end I decided that -
the best thing I can do under the
circumstances is to nationalize the
port of Galle so that I could put them
in permanent employment. I am re-
commending to the Cabinet that the
port of Galle be nationalized.

gds 8dum CErf, swmuddm Sa.
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Adjourned at 7.3¢ p.m.
until 10 a.m. on Tuesday 25th
August 1964, pursuant to the

Resolution of the Hou
19th 1964. . T
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SENAPURA COLONY MATERNITY HOME
EXTENSIONS
129/64
8 20 ex. omxYmenisy Desa.
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(Mr. P. M. K. Tenrekoon—Mihintale)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irri-
gation and Power: (a) Is he aware
that he promised to get two wards
constructed adjacent to the Mater-
nity Home, Senapura Colony, by the
Land Development Department dur-
ing the financial year 1962-63 ? (b)
Is he aware that the technical officers
of the Land Development Depart-
ment are still going through the esti-
mates and there are no signs of com-
mencing the construction work ?
(c) Will he get these two wards con-
structed as promised by him
originally, and if so, when ?

o 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzorras . 13. 19 Heovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

(¢) eenessY e Dod um. (o)
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8eC Cgxy e

() gy erssoE Qsr@ssdady.
(2) yb. (@) oyb. F&TETT YBur Lew
w5 Qs 9er.

(a) No promise was made. (b)
Yes. (c) Yes. As soon as funds are
made available by the Director of
Health Services.
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