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National Housing (Amendment) Bill
Homoeopathy Bill

warGssrRuRmis Guas [u. 332] :
eapbasror aungsio [Erararn srer)

alaung i ghRmambsl Quhma.
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House of Representatives

1964 c¢ean@DE 2 D Aares
1964 weiur 2, 1y s paio

Wednesday, 2nd December 1964

¢ . 20 9 H 0 BAGw de S,
gl l.u. 2 wallé@sE amigu g,

The House met at 2 p.m.

o1,

(Qewe &) sri)

(The Clerk)

I have to inform this honourable
House that Mr. Speaker is unavoid-
ably absent. I call upon the Deputy
Speaker to take the Chair.

IPNGD Bewlds DSnwewn©:
SHfows dw.] Yewmd B,

[8 ¢&.

s DG eusunprust [j?:@ . &. 07
uéey ] s%venio B s smit.

Whereupon Mgr. DEPUTY SPEAKER
[Mr. D. A. Rasapaksa] took the Chair.,
DD B
<y MlefiLiny
ANNOUNCEMENT

e Moy DS Wb wew
FLLUTES [Bavuw p@apssor
LEGISLATIVE STANDING COMMITTEES

B3O LB D BN DD

(Qr &l Furprusr)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

122 o HNdS Bewlow gxnd
6oy E@ mmdm wend 88xF O wewsy
OB YT “F” wen “B” Dudedd
Q52D FHDE  wudm  ©ewdd eddes
BEI WO WS FD:

“T” D midm wmd
exwf. 99, & ¢ Tad Ows.
8. 8. @8 9&d30®n Ow.
6Ce’ € @e&dddm ®cw.
2——anb 2371—T745 (64/12)
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BIedem s
Otf. 8. 8. Sl o
@ 8 38. Eman ®cw.
G180 DDED. emenwm
8. DE@Ex® ®as.
eREEC gmnr’e @wn
8. 'ed’8sy @enrle Do,
98. 8. Aed ®w.
O, 8. e Dulrnwm O,
8. 8 &»cuss Ow.
08. 5. 99. e®ned g8 D,
ewf. 8. S¥rnem Ow,
3. &B% 8 @w.
98. ¢. & SedBco ®cw,
8. 8eB58w .
8 8 @8 8ledmds @,
et NG 8@t S Do
B8E of rurnwm Ow, !

87 wdd mém wemd
8. ¢ 9. e » B,
8 & B eoamn®sy ®w,
8 & @8 @&:md3dm @w.
CT B Lwsemnd Scm,
68 8. “wddDx Do,
3. B, dausfed @
B ¢ g8 Ouwn.
Cx &0 ¢ BF® Ow.
ensyS AAED. Bemrnwzm O,
80 48 83, 8.8.8.
exf. 8. 8. ex=edsH Ow.
&, 89, s’ &md Ow.
¥ goed 5 eSS Own.
8, &decdB ®wn.
Qe HESH 5 Bes.
9. 8. e »d @,
cxf@® SB@ruwm e,
080 w68 o,
e 30 w@S 628 @ca.
S. E2B®®ud® ®w:.

In terms of Standing Order No. 122,
the following Members have been
nominated by the Committee of
Selection to serve on Legislative
Standing Committees “ A ” and “B * -

STANDING COMMITTEE “ A ”
Mr. K. H. G. Albert.
Mr. D, B. R. Gunawardena.
Mi. Leslie Goonewardene.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

925
G8 e Aniw BEmsy @
[Bedds DSir0w®]

Mr. S. D. R. Jayaratne.
Mr. U. P. Y. Jinadasa.
Dr. W. Dahanayake.
Mr. V. Dharmalingam.
Mr. Meryl Fernando.
. T. Quentin Fernando.
Mr. M. D. Banda.
. S. D. Bandaranayake.
. P. B. Balasuriya.
. M. E. H. Mohamed Ali.
K. B. Ratnayake.
Mr. B. Zahiere Lye.
M. A. J. Wijesinghe.
. E. Wijesuriya.
. D. P. R. Weerasekera.
. Senapala Samarasekera.
. Dudley Senanayake.

STANDING COMMITTEE “B ”

. P. de S. Kularatne.

. P. G. B. Keuneman.

. D. P. R. Gunawardena.

. Lakshman Jayakody.

. J. R. Jayewardeng.

. T. B. Jayasundera.

. Neal de Alwis.

Mr. Lakshman de Silva.

Mr. Henry W. Dissanayake.
Sir Razik Fareed, O. B. E.
Mr. K. D. D. Perera.

Mr. A. H. Macan Markar.
Mr. Chandrasena Munaweera.
Mr. C. Rajadurai.

Mrs. Kusuma Rajaratna.

Mr. S. B. Lenawa.

Mrs. Soma Wickramanayake.
Mr. Edmund Samarakkody.
Mr. Stephen Samarakkody.
Mr. T. Sivasithamparam.

EleEmmiw SR
Fwitnfésiu’ L U g% rriser
PAPERS PRESENTED

1950 o 25 ¢dem qand LiEm Smen—
4 (1); 4 (1) (iv); 4 (1) (vi) s» 4 (1) (i)
b Daxyd wdew) WO G gom 209,
210, 2144, 212, 243 on 214 ¢dam euznd oEm
Bewle 6 = —[m8m380, gamd o GBS
w0un B8 LB PO ol 8,
oY )

2, BGam

Bewidn O5YF) eFVC®
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em®usy senny B88amsy 3@
wmednw 8 HBIw anud Bowo @wé» ¢

seullanr GrweGlary ULgse @Qumses GCesam@
Oloesr s uSl i’ g,

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

SIS
LD G & & GIT

PETITIONS

oy, oH¥lw ©wi. (BS1bSw)
(8. Cs. Conrg—pasauri )
(Mr. K. Herat—Nikaweratiya)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have the
honour to present a petition signed
by over 4,350 villagers from Maha-
girila and the surrounding villages
complaining of their inability to
reach their homes because of the bad
condition of the roads and inacces-
sibility by any transport. I would
humbly submit that some form of
repairs to these roads be undertaken
and a bug service be inaugurated to
help these people. I have pleasure
in presenting the petition.

Qnem ovuy 8l wmdw Dl YD8w gm «&
Bowdo DD G,

NEEGT ens Gpeys@Es Frliiu Gaen®b) e
2% Sl LI L &,

Ordered to be referred to the Public
Petitions Committee.

eIPED sy SEHOP
FIDF LSS 1 m@&fr'ﬂs.rr&'sa;eir
BiLLs PRESENTED
NATIONAL HOUSING (AMENDMENT) BILL

“to amend the National Housing Act.”

BEaxyodmn gfed =@l o Bds =04
B88Re ¢@B o ©8, 8. ¢ cwmlBm KIIA»
88, 1964 0cmE 3 05 Puw By & ced®
96 Rudu gPwie, du Peoho DG EMede
Bowlo DS CH

Q@gmiflér, eSLennlL) emwodsi Qserges erw. LS.
9. Qemient  Gfleuiger oeuiseried FwWiUEE0
utrgr. 1964 wgewur 3 wros® oo (RuesrL. M
gpepums S L CoaerBbarah 2FHLLD
L0 @50 g RO toem eyid gpPamorulle L L gy
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Presented by the Hon. M. P. de Zoysa
Siriwardena, Minister of Labour and
Housing ; to be read a Second time upon
Thursday, 3rd December 1964, and to be
printed.

HOMOEOPATHY BILL

“to provide for the establishment of a
Homoeopathic Council which will _be
responsible for carrying out the following
objects, namely, the promotion and
encouragement of the homoeopathic
system wof medicine, the registration of
homoeopathic practitioners, the recogni-
tion of homoeopathic institutions, the
regulation and control of the importation,
sale and dispensing of, homoeopathic
medicines, drugs and other preparations,
and to provide for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto. ”

B’ 9 ¢ o 0u9ds DOum B8ac OB
o& ALCE S Qe BBB. 1964 ceew @23
3 O PudeBye ¢edm» 8 Budu @ameE,
06 geohn mg wnwBe Bowio DB cé.

FETHN0 DU ist CQsenoas uSusBer wapeps
Qlaisarie Fuotulésou. g, 1964, Q&bur 3,
aflwripa@penin @7 rid (Wemmwrsg WEH Lt
Ca&mnb0 warays 2 F 8L Cauam@Quoam ey gy %w
u i g,

Presented by the Hon. Badiuddin
Mahmud, Minister of Health ; to be mead
a Second time upon Thursday, 3rd
December 1964, and to be printed.

@Y Veced DIED)

FWLI 9] Q)6uG)

BUSINESS oF THE HOUSE

o& 8. 8. ¢ BED (929, 2888
™ € Acw B @OBR  am
iﬁ&!aﬁ)aﬁﬁ)

(Qzorrar 8. 9. 19 Qoveur—aren), bires
ur&er, 1larel)en s GDIDFF (LD FILI (1p &)
&/(THLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

I move,

“That Government Business do have
precedence this day.”

gdme umBEga @dé» ¢l
@ a6 Bwibur Qubm .
Question proposed.
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58 eedRcew def 8@
DO Wl omn@ @wr (F/CDY

Bod @)

(2. erL_Lpedr F LT EQBT 19 —1 6T &
& amer )

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody—Bulath-
sinhala)

I would like to raise the question
of the Throne Speech Debate. The
original agreement was that we
should have a five-day Debate.

oG 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qzerrey &. (F. 19- Fevaur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That can be raised under the next
Motion, item No. 4. Why mix up the
two?

00, RDEMOBE® @w. (cAZBDS)
(Bl@. erwd. Feu@ gibririo—o HLnig )
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam-—Uduppiddi)

The arrangement was that Friday
would be set apart for Private Mem-
bers’ Motions.

0 & 8. ¢ 8
(Qsorrer &. 1F. 19 Qeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That stands. It was agreed at the
express request of the hon. Leader
of the Opposition that we should
have another day, in place of today,
for Private Members’ Motions.

g »w I0um cE, mwmsd®®m S,
dl@ B&aIULE ophmsQsTereniucLg.
Question put, and agreed to.

@Y LeEed LS
Fenlt cg;mn'rsy
SITTING OF THE HoOUSE
ad 8. 8. ¢ 86

(Qaerres &. (7. 19 Seveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,
“That notwithstanding the provisions of
Standing Order No. 8, the hours of Sit-
ting on Thursday, 3rd December, 1964,
shall be 10 am. to 12 Noon ; 2 p.m. to
4 pm.; 430 p.m. to 8 p.m. and at 8 p.m.

Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the House
without Question put. ”

Y@’ me BB wé» ¢,
Sle 6165 HuibLLy Qumm g
Question proposed.
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oY) ®ev AGewW A
DRI #@lw ewmmd Swn.
(&lp. eri_eir FLor&bary.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

The House is aware that five days
were allotted for the Debate on the
Throne Speech, and we have had so
far only two days’ Debate last week.
Yesterday was also an allotted day,
and today and tomorrow are also
allotted days. We know that there

was no Sitting of the House yester- -

day and also this morning.

The question that arises for con-
sideration is this. The House can-
not be deprived of the right to
debate the Throne Speech ade-
quately, that is, in the manner
decided upon earlier by the leaders
of parties.

It is the duty of the Government
to maintain a Quorum, and if the
Government has failed in its duty,
we are not to blame. We have a right
to demand that the time that has
been lost for the Debate—one day
yesterday and half a day today—
should be given for the Debate. I
would insist on that, and I trust that
other hon. Members will give their
views. The House has a right to
demand that we keep to the agree-
ment that was arrived at ; that is to
say, the House should have full five
days for the Debate on the Throne
Speech.

The occasion of the Debate on the
Throne Speech is not an ordinary one
and hon. Members should have the
opportunity of expressing their
views fully. The Government in its
wisdom or unwisdom decided that
there should be a Throne Speech
and a Debate on the Throne Speech.

The country has a right to ask that
the views of the hon. Members of
this House, at least those of the Op-
position, should be fully expressed.

I would insist on behalf of my
party that we have the full five days
for the Debate.

Bewldn OsY5 SeFTCw
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o098 oevdcer A€o

8. 8. @8, 9nDIAD D, (c20OHD)

(8. 1. 9. Y. @ewraur ger—Lar L re)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena—Kottawa)

¢t ®enm0 Bies OeHDD Bwd® WS
BYem. & s aens) wlydencwnsy ®
CERDDE ? BDew BB & Be 8
80 Ew wm) 1w ®EBDT BB DS EH
BRew. & wlyden 6 ©en® GLEAD
e DN OB, ¢80 ¢» ey ® D
Orn WEYesY. gied YD Sde B
Scwd DY DS BRPen MCS G
WOBY B GCBY B . E& onm wen
2NWBDDSEH BY B B
eI cOHn.

G}CSJ, 8. 8. < %e"@a

(Qzerray &. (F. 19 Sovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

If everybody who wishes to speak
has spoken, may I say this?—
[Interruption]. Obviously nobody
cared to come and speak yesterday.
That shows the interest taken—
[Interruption].

ARED. 8. & mSuas Ow. (ewaas
WOwm) EEAc wrlGelsym) e )

(‘@@j L 196y, (7. e9. %ﬂqwlﬁﬁf—&?—ﬁ.’r
Srr  yewsEFfar UrrreheTps  sriflu
&M&)

(Mr. W. P. G. Ariyadasa—Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Minister of Health)

The hon. Member for Bulath-
sinhala (Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)
did not come yesterday. He was in
court.

DDOBID @l emmd .
(8. eriiwer FwréQsry. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

It is not my problem. It is the
problem of the Government. You
cannot take these things lightly.
You have failed in your duty.

ab D€ 9WRdiAm (J¥ed oD
G O3)

(Qaorres Fibofl @6 o Gar— oy rFrmss
s HCud yenipg i)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene—Minister of Public Works)

He spoke for one hour at the Town
Halloyesterday—[Interruption].
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978 ved ced dwd

DRV5YD ©V S omnd e,
(8. eriiner FraQasry. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

You cannot play the fool of the
House.

$Swges e
(,QCH)” %!ﬁ!{.}ﬁﬂ‘&)
(Mr. Ariyadasa)

The hon. Member was playing the
fool in the courts yesterday.

B30T &3 DD
(Qrfe& surprusi)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please!

DRI 8@ orns Dcs.
(8. eriwer Fr&bsry. )

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)
You must withdraw that.

Sawg e S,
(8. yfusrs)
(Mr. Ariyadasa)

I withdraw that, but I would point
out that you were not here yesterday.

0RO w8 end Do
(8. eriwer FLwrsQsry. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

Do not let me tell the House where
you were.

s 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Czorrer &. (F. 19 Reveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We do not care where a Member
was, if he was not in the House. I
would say this: I am not agreeable
to amend this Motion, but I am
prepared to agree to a proportionate
cut in the time allotted to both sides
of the House.

QNI D BV o D,
(8. eriwer FLr&tary. )
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)
No.
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FPABYERDea 2D
B cwidrnd BEae 8w

o& 8. 8. ¢ BC
(Qzorres &. 1. 19 Keveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

In that case you will have to take
a decision of the House.

OV R w@éond Oc.

(8. eriwer swréQsry.)

(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

Sir, we have to vote against this
Motion. I move that the Question be
put. I do not know what arrange-
ments have been made between the
other parties. So far as my party is
concerned, I demand that we be given
the five days agreed upon.

g’ M B0um ¢, wwmu®om B,

ail@) eRESLILLG arh midQETeren Ll L g.
Question put, and agreed to.

TN EL)DISHET 2D
S 6cidond e B

[0 Ema)

wsrCgar Busuler s Cuba
2 ar L8 grer efour b
[Brersrd prer]

GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH
DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS
[FOURTH DAY]

Boowi® [ex2n @38 26 ww 27] 8gag
ODcwd M gbouy SOy Bl Bowdow
Ded® e 0 gae & e [eznw2@ad 20]—

Sleydllar [paibur 20] SB5558sr Bsmen
258 assuQuip dargy [pabuir 26, 27] Ber
27018 1B e e G gpin 2y%%0r UTB&GaLILCL g,

Order read for resuming Adjourned

Debate on Amendments [26th and 27th
November] to Question [20th November.]

“gBeb goe Bendn®s) 882 wdsydm
Cq PO EERG dwewsy @O 0% ®e
BCw BB som anfedm B eadbrnd
988y mg gpmeni—

‘GBad C®uens,

9SG’ ® 8So&um DNBeRE ey
88sY weA ®O eweey WD cdnedx’
Beddn 078 &7 aced Lo &wmend Dm
¢8 e’ of B DEY. g cOm Qa8
s @é® Ge Bwg® DEGRCO  gued
gONMm® 6w @E® ad g8 RAP|O B4
CC® Gie WY . "—[8. 8Cwd S0y ¢ O, ]
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(1) &y Bz Bow® DOPRNIC Cweerm e
BEMBODEO <ndm Om DOW&DE glm
BHB® eexr; HEO 81D 88w am Q9
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(3) s’ N8 w@HEHE @dOm fer
Oy durerfes @AY 0@ w@im
D vRumY, L&D DME o &SI I8
cdMBD LUy 8edild P 88 “eHma
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Question again proposed, “That those
words be there added.”

&. en. 2.15

dif. eonmy DO Dw. (B OB
ce O'd)

(B erow. G}{a;xrsa%n__mm:ér-—-‘x_ﬁumsw o)
&8 Faul)

(Mr. S. Thondaman—Appointed Mem-
ber)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when the
House adjourned on Friday, I was
speaking on my amendment, and the
point I was dealing with was the
proposal in relation to a separate
electoral register. I was in fact try-
ing to show by quoting extracts from
the speeches of the late Mr. Bandara-
naike, that this proposal is against
the policy of Mr. Bandaranaike.

I propose even today to quote some-
more extracts from speeches not only
of Mr. Bandaranaike, but of the
present Minister of Finance, Dr. N. M.
Perera, and others who have formed
the Coalition Government. Before
doing so, I would like to refer you to
the Statement made by the Prime
Minister in the Senate the other day,
wherein she has given the reason for
this proposal. In her Statement at
Column 2069 of the Hansarp of 10th
November, 1964, she says:

«mhe results of the elections held under
the Soulbury Constitution in 1947 brought
home to all the need for an early settle-
ment of the problem. The election results
#ad shown how close were the communal
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ties among the Indians in that they always
voted in a block. Where the Indians had
a majority, they selected one of the
members of their communal organization

and thereby virtually disenfranchized the
Kandyans in seven constituencies Y

That is another point I wish to stress.
What utter rot it is to say so ; either
the Prime Minister is ignorant or she
is deliberately trying to mislead the
country. We all know, Sir, that cons-
tituencies are carved out in terms of
the population resident in a consti-
tuency. If a particular area has a
resident population of 75,000 people
a constituency is thus carved out.

In fact, when the Board of Minis-
ters went before the Soulbury Com-
mission they made representations
to it that the Indian population in
this country will be in a position to
elect as many as 14 Members of
Parliament. Their numbers
warranted it and even today the
stateless population of 975,000—the
Member for Welimada says it is 16
lakhs—enjoy it. Let us for & moment
leave aside the figure given by him
and confine ourselves to the figures
given by the Government. On the

basis of that figure of 975,000,
wherever these Indian people
may be resident, even today,
they are enjoying as much

as 13 to 14 seats. If this popula-
tion of 975,000 is taken out of this
country, 13 or 14 Members who now
represent those areas where these
Indians are resident will be elimi-
nated. This House will then not have
that number of Members who are
now elected from those areas. There-
fore, to say that the plantation
workers who were able to return
seven Members of their own choice,
have disenfranchized the people of
that area, is an utterly incorrect
statement and contradicted by facts.
On the basis of the population
these people were entitled, and
rightly entitled, to elect not seven
but thirteen or fourteen Members.
They were able to send only seven
Members to this House. It is only to
that extent that the people who
predominate in those areas have
benefited. People other than the
Indian plantation workers have been

1964 cee a8 2
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able to elect men of their choice in
seven other areas where the Indian
population predominates. It is, there-
fore, unfortunate that the Prime
Minister has presented, on behalf of
the Government, a document which
can mislead the public.

The second statement of the Prime
Minister, on which I wish to com-
ment, appears in the same column of
the Senate Hansarp of 10th Novem-
ber, 1964, and reads as follows :

“Where they were not in a majority,
they had more or less carried out the
instructions of their communal organiza-
tion to vote for a particular Sinhalese
candidate. In 13 or 14 constituencies the
Indians secured, by these means, the
election of a candidate who owed his
election primarily to the Indian block
vote. An alien population was thus able
to effect the result in one-fifth of all the
constituencies of Ceylon thereby creating
a serious political problem in the Kandyan
Provinces.”

This is not a new statement. As I
said, this statement is contained in a
document prepared long, long ago at
the instance of Sir John Kotelawala
when the United National Party was
in power. I can understand the United
National Party, when it was in power,
making a suggestion of this nature,
for the reason that not one of these

plantation workers  voted for
thes ‘U5 N P.. The plantation
workers knew they were part
of the working classes ‘and

voted for men who called themselves
progressives and leftists and promised
to work for the common man. When
that was the attitude of the plantation
workers, Sir John Kotelawala made
this suggestion. I do not say that he
was justified in making it, but I ean
understand the suggestion coming
from a party in power which did not
get the support of these plantation
workers. The same cannot, however,
be said of this Government and the
present Prime Minister. It igs quite
inappropriate for the present Prime
Minister to echo the cry of Sir John
Kotelawala.

Let us see who were these Sinha-
lese Members who were elected from
constituencies where the Indian popu-
lation predominates. One is no less a
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person than the Hon. Minister of

Internal and External Trade and

Supply. Another is the present Min-
ister of Finance. He came at a time—

eI SV T, (6cBY8O)

(8ps GCarwr ofl & TLo BT 115 E5—G) s @l
Quirefl_1_)

(Mrs. Soma Wickramanayake—Dehi-
owita)

Your people voted against him.

sy O5Y Dcs.

(8. Qzrewi_iorer)

(Mr. Thondaman)

You turned a somersault so far as
your political ideals were concerned.
Now you are turning a somersault so
far as facts are concerned. The whole
country knows what happened. The
whole country and the Government
know how the plantation workers
voted. Do you mean to suggest that
they voted for the U. N. P.?

ot3T @ BN Fea.
(Bmws Cerr dlsrinpruss)
(Mrs. Soma Wickramanayake)

Of course, they did.

emnsY DPsY Dca.
(8. Ggmedr_iorer)
(Mr. Thondaman)

If you say that, then it is not diffi-
cult for us to know who is speaking
the truth. We can safely leave it to
the country to judge. I say that Dr.
N. M. Perera got the support of the
plantation workers in that area.

885y 92805 8. (B3 BE®
M oo @ WD B8EAC BBy
e ™)

(B w5

rril @, eerpri @ dlosrr  oawssiler

e wiesr (&R QT 56T —_6iT peh

L T enHLsT pa &rifli i& )

(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Local Government and Home Affairs)

They are a minority in that area.

Bewldm 078 edDCwH
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eMBY D®5Y Pesn.

(Q@ Q@ rewr_torer)

(Mr. Thondaman)

Yes, but you are merely repeating
what the Prime Minister said.

JTwsY PepdERn .

(S5 ddluer w@emreuigar)

(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene)

They are a minority of the popula-
tion.

ensY A0BY e

(8w Qsrenr_iorer)
(Mr. Thondaman)
I do not deny it.

98wsY @8Ry .
(‘@(Em,@ el uwssir @SR Uil F6ar )
(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene)

The superintendents did not allow
them to go to the polls.

ezNnsY DO5Y Desn.

(8. Ogiradri_orer)

(Mr. Thondaman)

Earlier you claimed that superin-
tendents did not allow it and you
then organized the workers. Next,
you claimed that the plantation
workers were behind you. You shou-
ted that Thondaman and the Ceylon
Workers’ Congress were shouting
about nothing but that the L. S. S. P.
was providing the leadership. You
now say that superintendents do not
allow the plantation workers to go to
the polls. Plantation workers sacri-
ficed their lives for your sake.

38wy 9ndERn .
(Bmws dflusr @emrenrser)
(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene)

Representations have been made
to the police.

N5y DY Dca.

(Bcm. Qaredri_orer)

(Mr. Thondaman)

Even today you have got organiza-
tions where the Minister of Finance
is the President, like the L.E WU,
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and it is a shame on your part to say
that they are being prevented by the
superintendents from voting.—[Inter-
ruption]. The superintendents cannot
do it. You and I have worked
together for the last 25 years. It is a
shame to say that the superinten-
dents prevented them from voting.
The Prime Minister is preventing
you from getting out of the Parlia-
mentary Secretaryship. You will
never be able to get out of the
Parliamentary Secretaryship.

S35y @%RddRn .

(B@mws Hduer @ewmrairger)

(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene)

The workers wanted to vote but
the superintendents did not allow
them.

ey DO5Y e,

(8w Qgremr_rer)

(Mr. Thondaman)

You can never say that. I challenge
you. Tomorrow every worker will
be prepared to come out not only
against the planters but also against
the entire Government. You will not
be able to get out of the Parliament-
ary Secretaryship. I challenge you.
You forget what you have done for
the last 25 years.

Now, coming to the point, it is not
for the Prime Minister or this
Government, having on one side the
Minister of Finance and on the other
the Minister of Trade—people whom
these workers created by their votes
—to say that they are right. Thanks
to people who really worked for a
progressive Government, people who
work for the common working class
whether Sinhalese or Tamil, it was
possible for you to come into power.
If not for that, we would never have
seen the dawn of 1956.

Today, after about eight years, we
are going back to a policy we
despised and condemned. It may not
be the U. N. P. that will come into
power. The S. L. F. P. through the
Prime Minister’'s mouth is today
espousing the policy, not of the late
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike but of
Sir John Kotelawala.
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I do not see any of the historical
statements being quoted by the
Prime Minister. A document pre-
pared before 1954 with little
additions here and there has been
produced here verbatim. I just
mention this to show how improper
and unfortunate it is for a Govern-
ment that was put into power by the
sacrifices and sufferings of the com-
mon man to get together with these
people in a coalition and say, ‘“ This
is our proposal for the good of the
country ”.

i@ SHPBND S,
(Bamws Cerwr dsrpruss)
(Mrs. Soma Wickramanayake)
How did you come here ?

ey ®BY D,
(Bp. G srewr_torer)
(Mr. Thondaman)
You know it.

T BNz Fes.
(8mws Cerwr dlsripriés)
(Mrs. Soma Wickramanayake)
I know it.

eH5Y WO5Y D,

(B5. Qamrevwr_woreir)

(Mr. Thondaman)

Then why do you ask ?

©tf @ TOsNewz s,

(Bmws Corwr eRérvpruss)
(Mrs. Soma Wickramanayake)
Do you want me to admit it ?

N5y VOB can.

(,Q@ Q,gfxrsaﬁﬂ_mm;&r_)

(Mr. Thondaman)

I come here and speak from my
conscience. I am not like you. I
am not mortgaging my conscience to
anybody. I repeat it: I have come
here, I will be here and nobody will
prevent me from saying what, accord-
Ing to my conscience, is good for my
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people. Because you get into a coali-
tion you should not surrender all that
you and we stood for these last 25
years.

On the last occasion I quoted to you
a number of passages. Today mem-
bers of the S. L. F. P. blindly follow
this Government in the fullest hope,
the sincere and genuine hope, that
these people are really following the
policies of the late Mr. Bandaranaike,
—[Interruption]. Please be silent,
hear me and you can then decide
whether the present policy of the
present Government in regard to the
plantation workers is really the
policy of Mr. Bandaranaike. If you
are satisfied that it is Mr. Bandara-
naike’s policy, I have no objection
to your supporting it, but I will prove
to you beyond any doubt that it is
an  absolutely anti-Bandaranaike
policy and a pro-Sir John policy.

Let me refer to Hansarp of 8th
July, 1954 ; Volume 18, column 45.

The late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike speaking on the Ceylon Consti-
tution (Special Provisions) Bill said :

“Again, this is like the Indo-Ceylon
Pact *—

Not this Pact, but the 1954 Pact :

“ —again, this is like your segregation
of that section of the citizens of this
country who may be registered under the
Indian and Pakistani Residents (Citizen-
ship) Act; it is like the utterly callous
as well as cynical considerations of the
advantages that might accrue or dis-
advantages that might result to the party
In power ”—[OFFICIAL REPORT, 8th July,
1954 ; Vol. 18, c. 45].

He indicates that he does not like
citizens of this country, whether re-
gistered under this Act or any other
Act, to be segregated. He has also
given his views on this matter on the
oth January, 1959 speaking on the
Ceylon Constitution (Amendment)
Bill. In terms of the 1954 pact Sir
John Kotelawala had amended the
Constitution and introduced separate
electorates. Mr, S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike opposed it in a forthright man-
ner from the Opposition benches and
when he became Prime Minister
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amended the Constitution and deleted
once for all the provision to have se-
parate electorates and segregation.
He said :

“It will be remembered that the last
Government in introducing these Amend-
ments did something else. They even
divided citizens of this country into
certain categories, one category being
those who were registered as citizens
under the Indian and Pakistani Residents
(Citizenship) Act. They made provision
for them separately to return four Mem-

bers. An amending Act was passed with
regard to that. That was, I believe,
At BB s i It made provision for

that. They were to be put on a separate
voters’ list and they were to elect four
Members. Now that Act though passed
was not actually brought into operation
because we had to wait till the inquiries
into the applications for registration as
citizens under the Indian and Pakistani
Residents (Citizenship) Act were com-
pleted ; they were completed only quite
recently.

Then the question arose whether we
should proceed to hold elections under
that Act or whether we should bring all
those people into the general voters’ list.
I think the entire Cabinet was of the
opinion that it was most anomalous to
separate citizens in this way, and the
Cabinet was not at all satisfied with the
arguments urged by the previous Govern-
ment for this step. '

A provision for this purpose was made
in a pact that my predecessor entered into
with the Prime Minister of India at a
conference held over the Indian issue at
Delhi in 1953 or 1954. ”—[OFFICIAL REPORT,
oth January, 1964 ; Vol. 33, cs. 2484-5.].

He said that those were not only
his own views but the views of the
entire Cabinet. He said:

“Indeed I opposed this very provision
at that time—

MR. SUNTHARALINGAM : You did ?

THE HON. S. W. R. D. BANDARANAIKE : —
this provision for having these people on
a separate electoral list.

Therefore. the Joint Select Committee
decided that they should all be put on the
general list of voters. So, provision for
that is included in the present amending
Bill. You will find that in Clause 5.
It says: ;

‘The Ceylon Constitution (Special
Provisions) Act, No. 35 of 1954 and the
Indian and Pakistani (Parliament
Representation) Act, No. 36 of 1954, are
hereby repealed.’”
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Therefore, Sir, Mr. Bandaranaike
rightly repealed from the Constitu-
tion of this country after he became
Prime Minister the provisions which
could have led to segregation of one
class of citizens from another. Today,
the Prime Minister of the present
Government, which claims to follow
the policies of the late Mr. Bandara-
naike, is trying to reintroduce those
provisions. .

This is not all. I do not think it is
necessary for me to quote anything
more. What I have already quoted
should convince the Members on the
other side of the House how strongly
and how firmly Mr. Bandaranaike
felt on this question of a separate
electorate.

These people speak of the Kandyan
areas, how the Kandyans are suffer-
ing and how they must be protected.
How are the Kandyans really suffer-
ing ? Let us see how a Kandyan
himself feels about this. The late
Mr. Bernard Aluwihare was a Mem-
ber of Parliament, a Member of this
House, and I do not think anybody
will say that he was not a Kandyan
or that he had no interest in the
Kandyans. I refer you to what
Mr. Bernard Aluwihare said on the
9th of July, 1954, in Parliament. He
is reported in HAnsArD, Volume 18,
columns 228 and 229, as having said :

“Even from that point of view, the
introduction of purely communal seats
among citizens is a retrograde step. I
agree that as a result of adopting my
point of view some constituencies that are
today represented by Sinhalese may be
represented by Indians, but the remedy
was suggested by the Leader of the
Opposition and the hon. First Member for
Colombo Central, and that remedy is the
creation of multi-member constituencies
large enough to enable the village
population to make a big enough
impression on the election of the second
Member.

That will prevent, as the hon. First
Member for Colombo Central pointed out,
another evil arising out of this proposal—
the existence of constituencies which
cater for a section of the population which
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will be less than one-twelfth of the
normal population ratio applying to other
constituencies.

The foundation of our Constitution 1s
at stake, and simply because a tile or
two or a window has to be repaired, we
must not dig up the foundations. That
is what we are seeking to do in this Bill.”

Therefore, he says, it is a principle
that may affect a few Members ; but
because a few Sinhalese Members
may be replaced, the Government for
that reason should not take a retro-
grade step. The Government must
see to the interests of the country as
a whole. No one will take any
objection to finding a formula which
would safeguard the interests of all
sections of the people. It should not
be something wrong, something of
which we cannot be proud.

Now, I will come to what my good
Friend, the present Minister of
Finance, had to say about the Indo-
Ceylon Pact. Despite whatever
differences of opinion there may exist
between his party and us, we always
considered the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party as the champion of the working
class, and it is very unfortunate that
this proposal of a separate electorate
has been put forward by the Govern-
ment which has as its coalition
partner the champions of the working
class. I would like to give you a
quotation from the speech of the Hon.
Minister of Finance when he spoke
in this House on the 5th March, 1954.
I am reading from Hansarp, Volume
16, at column 3228. This is what
Dr. N. M. Perera says speaking on
the Indo-Ceylon Pact of 1954. I am
sorry he is not present in the House.
The present pact has been adopted
by the Cabinet of which Dr. N. M.
Perera is a Member. As he is not
here I would like to hear at least from
somebody on his behalf, from his
party, what his views are on this pact.
I hope they will not be silent in the
course of this Debate. Dr. N. M.
Perera says :

“You are objecting to Ceylonese as
citizens casting their votes. Once they
get on to the electoral list they will be
citizens and Ceylonese whether by regis-
tration or otherwise. So it is utter rot
to say that this is a special communal
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organisation. If that is so, what about

the Tamil league of Mr. G. G
Ponnambalam ?

MR. SUNTHARALINGAM : Tamil Congress.

Dr. PeErera: A thoroughly communal
organization. Did not the Tamil people
get together and vote for their own man ?
What about the Muslim League of Sir
Razik Fareed ? It is a communal organis-
ation and they vote en bloc in certain

areas. Take even the case of the
Catholics. . . They are brow-beaten to
vote for certain candidates by the

Catholic hierarchy. Therefore must you
segregate the Catholics, the Tamils and
the Muslims ? Take the case of the hon.
Member for Kalutara. Are we to say that
because the Muslims voted en bloc for
him he represents only a minority of the
Sinhalese ? According to that people of
Indian origin are not Ceylonese, Muslim
citizens are not Ceylonese. That is the
basis on which you have argued.”

Mr. HERAT:
Sinhalese.

These are Muslim

Dr. PERera: I am very glad to hear
that. Why cannot there be Indians on
that basis ? The whole proposal without
depriving citizens if they get into the
register of their vote, is to divide them,
to separate them, to compartmentalize
them. That is the whole basis of the pro-
posals. If that is the criterion on which
the Hon. Prime Minister is working
merely because they vote en bloc, what
is wrong about that? Surely the correct
democratic process is to get them together,
to win them—”

That is the view of Dr. N. M. Perera
on the proposal of a separate elec-
torate, when he was not a Minister
and when he was in the Opposition.
It is strange that today the Govern-
ment, of which he is a Member, is
proposing the same thing that he
condemned then. That is not all
Speaking on that same occasion he
says—column 3233 :

“May I, in passing remind the hon.
Member for Dedigama of the Jackson
Report of 1936 ? Sir Edward Jackson
said in his Report :

“Not less than 60 per cent. of the
estate population are permanently
settled in Ceylon.”

That was the position taken up by him.
You find that in Sessional Paper III of
1936 at page 26. I will not read the whole
thing.

So that, we are having a large number
of people who have been resident in this
country for generations. Surely, it is our
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duty, if we are to solve this problem, to
absorb them, to give them every oppor-
tunity, to throw open the schools to them,
break those curtains and let them mix
with the rest of the population. If we
segregate them and keep them apart and
treat them as pariahs, as below the normal
citizens, fresh problems will arise in the
future. That is why we stated that this
Agresment is going to create complica-
tions in the immediate future. The
trouble will start when you attempt to
send away people whom you imagine you
can send out.”

This is the view of Dr. N. M.
Perera, the present Minister of
Finance. According to him if you
put a person of Indian origin on a
separate electorate register you
would be treating him as a pariah.
That is the golden word that came
from the mouth of the present Minis-
ter of Finance. Today that very
gentleman, as a member of the
Government, is going to treat these
people of Indian origin as pariahs.

He went on to say on that occasion :

“Instead of adopting this reactionary
proposal it would be much better for
us frankly to accept the position that
we must absorb these Indians. After
all, are we frightened of seven lakhs of
Indians ? ... It is amazing that our
people who are supposed to have
carried the sword against India should
be so frightened of seven lakhs of
Indians. They who were prepared to
wage war against India are today so
frightened of seven lakhs of Indians to
say, ‘My God! Our whole civilization
is gone, our religion is gone, everything
is gone.’ All because of seven lakhs of
Indians. Surely, let us get away from
that mentality and instead treat these
people as human beings and absorb
these people as citizens of this country.
It is only by doing so that we will be
able to break through this communal
organization also and thus have a con-
tended, homogeneous and an inte-
grated nation of Ceylon.”—[OFFICIAL
3R2E13é0__1|2'1', 5th March, 1954; Vol. 16; c.

36.

I do not know whether these views
expressed by a member of the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party have changed. 1
do not know whether the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party has altered its
views, whether it has done a somer-
sault, or whether it still adheres to
those views.
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I would now like to refer to a
speech made by the hon. Second
Member for Colombo Central (Mr.
Keuneman) in the House of Repre-
sentatives on 4th March, 1954, and
reported in volumie 16 of HANSARD at
columns 3043-3044.

0 05y RDSewn
(Qserras oymassoul s HaIT)
(An hon. Member)

The whole thing is over now ! The
marriage has taken place !

@onsy DOsY Dca.

(Bp. Q@rew_orer)

(Mr. Thondaman)

But it is good to point out these
things, what they said. If I say things
like that, it will be said that I am
trying to sabotage the Agreement. So

I shall quote from their own
speeches. I will quote from the
speeches of the {riends of the

Government, friends on whom they

can rely. It is better to quote the
views of the friends of the
Government.

This is what Mr. Keuneman said :

“The proposal to create separate com-
munal electorates for Indians who
become Ceylonese by Registration is
vicious in principle and reactionary in
practice. I can think of only one other
parallel in recent political history, and
that is the action of Dr. Malan who, in
South Africa, decided to put coloured
voters on a separate electoral list.

The decision of Dr. Malan to have a
separate electoral register for coloured
voters was attacked and criticized right
throughout the civilized world. I am sorry
to see the Prime Minister of Ceylon
deciding to follow the malodorous policy
of Dr. Malan. In fact, judging from his
recent political announcements, the
Prime Minister has two political mentors.
One is Senator McCarthy and the other
Dr. Malan.” :

These two seem to be the political
mentors of the Prime Minister today.
I do not know whether Mr. Pieter
Keuneman will repeat these today
for the present Government to know
—[Interruption]. Similar substitutes
will be there always. Hitler died but
other Hitlers will arise. I will conti-
nue reading his speech :
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“This country in its political history
of the twentieth century has fought and
up to now fought successfully against the
principle of communal representation.
Whatever criticisms I have made and still
have to make of the late Rt. Hon. D. S.
Senanayake, it should be said to his credit
that on this matter he stood firm and did
not compromise. This will be a matter
for which he will always be remembered
as having made a contribution towards
this country. But with one stroke of the
pen in the interests of a purely political
arrangement my honourable Friend the
Prime Minister has undone the work of
many decades. He has endorsed a princi-
ple which has dangerous implications for
the unity of the peoples of Ceylon and
which can easily lead to further divisions
and factions among the people of this
country.

Mr. Speaker, just consider the position.
If it can be argued that the Indians who
become Ceylonese should have separate
electorates, by what logic can you refuse
the claims of other communities or ewen
of different castes, especially the under-
privileged castes, for separate represen-
tation ? Cannot they say that they have
been longer in Ceylon and have more
right than the Indians to be separately
represented ? If these Indians are, in the
terms of the Government’s own citizen-
ship laws, worthy in every way of being
registered as citizens of this country, on
what principle of democracy can you
justify their being treated differently
from other citizens of Ceylon ?

It is interesting to examine the wvarious
reasons which have been given to justify
this decision to introduce separate com-
munal electorates into Ceylon for a period
of ten years. By far the most frank and
by far the most correct one was given by
Prime Minister Nehru in the Indian
Council of States. He did not try to
justify it at all. In fact, he said ‘it has no
natural element in it at all’: those were
his own words.”—[OFrFIcIAL REPORT, 4th
March, 1954 ; Vol. 16, c. 3043.]

That is what Mr. Keuneman said.
It is not necessary for me to quote
any more of the speeches to show
what their views were then. I think
this would suffice.

But it is necessary, before I con-
clude, to quote from a speech made
by the hon. Member for Dehiwela-
Mt. Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
regarding this matter. He is a great
fighter and I hope we will have the
benefit of his fighting spirit both
physically and in other respects. This
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is what he states at column 2735 of
Hansarp of this House of T7th
January, 1959 : —

“I was saying, Mr. Speaker, that the
wheel is turning full circle. Federalism
is now apparently to be associated with
the principle of communal representation.
It is a belief I have always held, and I am
glad that it is being exposed through this
Amendment.

No. For our part we will continue with-
out remission our struggle to right the
wrong that was done to plantation labour,
whatever be its race, whatever be its
tongue. We shall—and I say it here
openly and forthrightly—in that matter
too, rather die fighting than live on our
knees in supplication.”

That was the position of the hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) in 1959.
What does the Prime Minister, of a
Government of which he is a member,
say today ? She refers to the people
of Indien origin as an alien popula-
tion with strong communal ties, with
differences in religion, language,
social customs and occupation, and
carrying out the instructions of their
communal organization. In 1959 the
hon. Member for Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia made a pledge, solemnly,
openly and forthrightly, on the Floor
nf this House that he would rather
die fighting than live on his knees in
supplication. I hope that, true to his

words, he will rise to the occasion
now. Unfortunately, his seat is
empty.

I have outlined the position of
various political parties and persons
in regard to the proposal of a
separate electoral register when it
was made by Sir John Kotelawala. I
maintain that the policy which this
Government is following is that of
Sir John, not even of the U. N. P,
because, as the hon. Second Member
for Colombo Central (Mr. Keune-
man) has himself said, Mr. D. S.
Senanayake was strongly opposed to
the presence of a communal outlook
in all these matters.

When a separate electoral register
was proposed and when public
opinion in India began to condemn
the proposal, the High Commissioner
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for Ceylon in India issued a state-
ment, perhaps with the approval of
the Government of Ceylon. This is
what he said among other things :
“The late Pundit Nehru agreed that all
persons of Indian origin who are regis-
tered as Ceylon citizens under the Indian
and Pakistani Residents (Citizenship)
Act may be placed by the Government of
Ceylon on a separate Electoral Register,
particularly in view of the fact that the

bulk of them do not speak the language
of the area in which they reside.”

This statement is unfair by Pandit
Nehru. It also does not reflect credit-
ably on this Government. When a
statement such as this is made on
behalf of the Government by the
High Commissioner, care should be
taken to see that a proper picture is
presented. In the words of the late
Mr. Bandaranaike himself, Pandit
Nehru was never a willing party to
an agreement ; he did not propose it ;
the then Prime Minister of Ceylon
pleased with him before he acquiesc-
ed in the proposal. It was a proposal
made by the Government of Ceylon.
It had not originated with Pandit
Nehru. When the time came to deal
with the question, of course, he was
glad. Mr. Bandaranaike himself
accepted that this proposal was one
which was introduced at the instance
of the Ceylon delegation. So, the
statement by our High Commissioner
in New Delhi that the Government
of India was more or less fulfilling a
wish of the late Prime Minister of
India, Pandit Nehru, is absolutely
incorrect and is an attempt +to
mislead the people.

In his statement the High Commis-
sioner further states:

“The device for a separate electoral
register, far from being an odious form
of discrimination, could, in the case of a
closely-knit and homogenous group like
the Indian community in Ceylon, give
them the incalculable advantage of
electing persons of their own choice and
of their own group who would more
effectively represent their special inter-
ests and aspirations and thereby wvastly
promote and accelerate the process of
assimilation into the surrounding society.”

I have made it clear, not by my
own words, but by quoting no less a
person than the late Mr. Bandara-
naike—[Interruption]. My  good
Friend from Udugama interrupts—
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(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)

Baddegama. The hon. Member does
not even have his facts correct.

N5y ®5Y Dcw.
(8cp. Qamrewre iorer)
(Mr, Thondaman)

My good Friend from Baddegama
always twists the  facts so that
nobody can see them. You do not
allow them to see the facts. They
are made to suit your own wishes.
[Interruption]. We will give you a
chance to talk and I wish you will
not just whisper like this and keep
away. I hope you will take the
opportunity of making your point
clear on the Floor of this House on
your own behalf and on behalf of
your party.

I wonder whether it is to help the
persons of Indian origin that this is
being given or created or to assist
certain Members coming from the
Kandyan areas ? The Prime Minister
says here: “Our people are
disenfranchised, we have no repre-
sentation”. That is the way she is
playing the tune here while our
High Commissioner in Delhi plays a
different tune. He says: “ We are
doing this out of sympathy for these
people to get their own represen-
tatives”. I do not know which is
correct,

In the same statement the Ceylon
High Commissioner says :

“The special representation of minority
interest secured through the exercise of
the same franchise as is accorded to the
general body of electors and not through
official nomination, is the true essence of
democracy. It should not be confused
with communal representation of the type
that was fostered under Colonial legis-
latures. I can find no greater authority
in support of this proposition than the
Indian Constitution itself,”

I do not know what is meant by
“minority interest”, whether it is a
communal minority or an economic
minority ? If it is a communal
minority, why should it be only for
the people of Indian origin ? There
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are the Burghers, the Muslims and
so many other communal minorities.
This should be for everybody. Why
should it be only for people of Indian
origin ?

According to the statement made
in Delhi, they are trying to help us.
If that is so, it should be to help
everybody. We do not want any
concessions or favours. What we

say is: “Do not humiliate us by
trying to quote the words of
Dr. N. M. Perera”. When they

tried to put these people on a
separate electoral register, he called
them almost pariahs. Do not make
the plantation workers pariahs even
with the assistance of the L. S. S. P.

The High Commissioner is quoting
the Indian Constitution. I have been
able to go through the Indian
Constitution. I think the relevant
Clauses are Article 325 and a part of
Article 326. They do not support
him. There is no question of a
separate electorate.

The High Commissioner further
says in his statement :

“Persons of Indian origin who secure
Ceylon Citizenship will have exactly the
same rights as the other -citizens of
Ceylon except that for the time being
voters among them will be on a separate
electoral register.”

In India, they say, “for the time
being ”, but the Prime Minister’s
statement made in Ceylon in the
Senate says nothing about “for the
time being”. I do not know which

is correct. It cannot be “for the
time being ”.
According to this agreement,

citizens are not going to be registered
as citizens all at once. They are to
spread it over a period of 15 years.
Every year only about 8,000 voters
will come in. Therefore, if a
separate electoral register is to be
justified on the ground that Kandyan
interests cannot be protected as
a result of only 8,000 voters coming
into the list, then the case will be
all the more stronger for them, at
the end of 15 years, to claim that
the entire 300,000 people be registered
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separately as voters. I do not think
it is correct to say one thing in the
Senate and another in India in order
to create confusion so as to achieve
their own proposal.

I have told you that this is bad
and it is not only the view of
Mr. Bandaranaike, Mr. Aluwihare,
Dr. N. M. Perera, Pieter Keuneman,
Dr. Colvin R. de Silva and others,
but it is also the view of everyone
that a separate electoral register is
a retrograde step and that there is
no justification for such a thing. It
is the view of the entire Parliament,
both the House and Senate, which
appointed a Select Committee com-
prising representatives of all political
parties. That Committee after careful
deliberation came to the conclusion
that that must be abolished. In
terms of that report the special
electorates created for persons of
Indian origin was deleted. The first
report of the Committee is published
as Parliamentary Series No. 50 of
*a58/59. The report states the
tollowing at page 11, Paragraph
6 (c):

“Paragraph 5 of the Indo-Ceylon
Agreement of January 18, 1954, permitted
the Government of Ceylon to place on a
separate electoral register all persons
registered as citizens of Ceylon under the
Indian and Pakistani Residents (Citizen-
ship) Act. In pursuance of this provi-
sion the Ceylon Government of that time
took steps to have the necessary legisla-
tion enacted. It was however not possible
to give effect to this legislation until the
applications for registration made under
the Indian and Pakistani Residents
(Citizenship) Act had been disposed of.
Such disposal is now nearing completion
and Your Committee have reviewed the
position regarding this matter. They note
that the paragraph above referred to in
the Indo-Ceylon Agreement was made at
the instance of the Government of
Ceylon. Your Committee are of the
opinion that there is no adequate justi-
fication for making a distinction of this
nature between citizens and recommend
that citizens registered under the Indian
and Pakistani Residents (Citizenship) Act
be placed on a common register of elec-
tors together with all other citizens.”

In the same report at page 14
Clause 5 of the draft Bill is given as
follows :
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«5 The Ceylon Constitution (Special
Provisions) Act, No. 35 of 1954 and the
Indian and Pakistani (Parliamentary
Representation) Act, No. 36 of 1954, are
hereby repealed.”

Bewlds DNBNGND

(GrB& Furprust)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Member has taken over
two hours now.

omnzY WY Do,

(8. Q@resriorer)

(Mr. Thondaman)

I normally do not speak. This is a
subject in which I am very interested.
This is of vital importance to the
people whom I represent. This is the
first occasion that I have taken so
much of your time.

BowlLn DSBNGDNS
(Qrgs Furprusr)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The time allocated to the Opposi-
tion is limited. You will have to pay
regard to that.

oY VLY D,

(8. Qsream_iorar)

(Mr. Thondaman)

I will not speak one word more
than is absolutely necessary.

o, @& SRl .
eEe® B8 L))
(r@@ Cey. Y et ear—ClsT ApLoL] &

QsH@ WPBNTD YEESFali)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—First
Colombo South)

This is Government time !

(¢

ernsyY 0%y .
(Baw. Qgmedrt_omer)
(Mr. Thondaman)

These were the members of that
Committee :

The Hon. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike
The Hon. Stanley de Zoysa

The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena
The Hon. T. B. Ilangaratne

Mr. M. D. Banda
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Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam, Q.C.
Dr. Colvin R. de Silva
Gate Mudaliyar M. S. Kariapper
Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman
Dr. N. M. Perera
Mr. R. S. V. Poulier, C.B.E.

The recommendations of this
‘Committee were unanimous. Every-
body, including the U. N. P. represen-
tative on this Committee, agreed.
There was no dissent. This view has
been approved and adopted by the
Parliament—the House of Represen-
tatives and the Senate—and today it
is actually the view of the Parliament
that there should be no separate elec-
torate for citizens of Indian origin.
Because the Government has a steam-
roller majority it is not proper for
the Prime Minister and the Govern-
ment to try to undo this position. It
does not speak well for a civilized
Government to try to do this when
it is the declared view of Parliament.

Mr. Bandaranaike was so conscious
of his position that immediately after
the recommendation, before it was
adopted by Parliament, as a man who
honours his agreements, he wrote to
Pandit Jawarharlal Nehru and he had
no opposition to the separate electo-
rates being removed. Therefore, the
only clause in the 1954 agreement
that stands annulled is the one about
separate electorates. All the other
clauses still hold good. The present
agreement does not delete the earlier
agreement of 1954. According to my
understanding, the agreement of to-
day should be read along with the
other agreement minus this one
clause, because this clause has been
deleted. That being the position it
is not for this Government now to
deliberately go back on the agree-
ment it has entered into and say:
“We are a sovereign state, this is an
internal matter. We are exercising
our sovereignty ”. No one denies that
the granting of citizenship is a sove-
reign right, but they are denying the
sovereignty of this House. If they
go and enter into an agreement with
another country to give citizenship to
300,000 people, are they not by that
means denying the sovereignty of
this House ?
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If you come to an agreement with
another Government on any matter
then every aspect of that matter that
is related and inter-related to such
agreement should be the subject
matter of discussion and consultation
before an agreement is reached. You
cannot enter into any agreement on
certain things and come back and say
we can introduce any measure
because we are a sovereign state. If
that is so, how is it that your prede-
cessor in 1954 made this maftter a
special matter of agreement between
the Indian Government and the
Ceylon Government ? On any other
matter you may be able to get away
by saying this is an internal matter,
but this is a matter on which you have
surrendered your sovereignty to the
extent that you have come to an
agreement with another -country.
Even now you cannot honestly say
this is outside the purview of an
agreement. You have by your own
action, by your own conduct, by com-
ing to a settlement on this problem
become a party to surrendering your
sovereign right to a foreign govern-
ment. It is not for you to go back
on an agreement by saying this is an
internal matter, this is a matter which
affects our sovereignty, and so on.

I have fairly covered this question
of a separate electorate and it is my
strong view that this Government
cannot and should not take advantage
of it and say this is a matter that
affects us. After two years you may
do anything. That is a different
matter. But as long as this agree-
ment is there, there can be no
alteration immediately or within a
reasonable period of time because
this is the subject matter of agree-
ment with a foreign government. If
you can tear this agreement and say,
“This is our matter. We will deal
with this problem in any way we
can, "—then it is for the people
concerned to fight against it and you
will then not get the assistance and
support of any foreign gsovernment.
You cannot say, under -certain
circumstances, you can inflict any-
thing against these people who will
become citizens in terms of that
agreement.
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It is not only that a special
electorate is undesirable, and retro-
grade, but there are other proposals
which are dangerous, reactionary,
and would affect the smooth imple-
mentation of the pact. I shall quote
from the statement of the Prime
Minister made in the Senate the
other day. I am reading from the
Senate Hansarp of 10th November,
1964, reported at column 2078, under
the heading, “ Measures intended for
the Benefit of Ceylonese”. This is
what she says in her statement:

“ A Bill to control the acquisition of
land by non-Ceylonese has already been
introduced in Parliament. A Bill to
control the employment of non-Ceylonese
will also be introduced shortly. A third
Bill which will enable the Government
to eliminate the menace of illicit
immigrants by the issue of identity cards
to all persons over 18 years of age will
also be submitted to Parliament.”

All these laws are intended and
deliberately calculated to whittle
down any benefits they may have
enjoyed and to create hardships to
those who will be covered and
affected by this Agreement. The
whole purpose of this is to introduce
a situation in this country as bad as
if not worse than in South Africa.

As you have pointed out to me that
I should curtail my speech or finish
soon it is not my intention to deal
with these laws in detail, but as the
bulk of the population of this country
is the working class, I would like to
tell you how the Control of Employ-
ment Bill would affect us. Although
this Bill has not been introduced I
had the benefit of looking into a copy
of the proposed legislation. I would
like to read a few clauses from it.

Under Part I, Legislation for
Control of Employment, of this
proposed Bill

. 99. @15y -8 . (VWS
8 6cdn OYY))

(2@L1 Gr. Grd. LOm&SH6T LD & & IF—LDL_L_&

sorLIL) @)TQL_TLh 9k 5 Seu)

(Mr. A. H. Macan Markar—Second
Batticaloa)

On a point of Order. Can the hon.
Appointed Member anticipate a Bill
that is to be discussed in this House ?
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(Mr. Thondaman)

I am not discussing the Bill. I
am only mentioning what is being
contemplated, and I am trying to
show what dangerous clauses are
sousht to be introduced in this Bill
Of course there is no Bill as such on
the Order Paper for me to say
anything about it. Some people are
dreaming about it. I am only trying
to tell you the dream. If you can
share in the dream I have no
objection.

Clause 3 (1) of this Bill reads:

“On and after the appointed date, no
employment as a worker shall be given
to a person whose employment is subject
to control except under the authority, or
otherwise than in accordance with the
terms or conditions, of an effective
employment permit issued by ;. the
Commissioner under this Act.”

Clause 3 (2) states:

“ Where a man whose employment is
subject to control was employed as a
worker by any employer on the day
immediately prior to the appointed date,
such employment shall not after the
expiration of a period of six months
from that date, be continued except
under the authority, or otherwise than
in accordance with the terms and
conditions, of an effective employment
permit. ”’

Clause 3 (4) states:

“ Any employment as a worker given,
on and after the appointed date, to a
person whose employment is subject to
control under the authority of an effective
employment permit, shall not be conti-
nued except under the authority, or
otherwise than in accordance with the
terms or conditions, of that permit.”

I do not want to waste time, so I
will read one or two other relevant
clauses. Clause 5 (3) states:

“Subject to the provisions of sub-
section (2), the Commissioner may
decide to issue or refuse to issue an
employment permit on application made
in that behalf in his absolute discretion,
and such decision shall be final and
conclusive and shall not be called in
question in any court, whether by way
of writ or otherwise.”

Clause 6 (2) reads:

“ Subject to the provisions of sub-
section (1), the decision to issue a
temporary employment licence shall be
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in the absolute discretion of the
Commissioner, and such decision shall be
final and conclusive and shall not be
called in question in any court whether
by way of writ or otherwise. ”

This is Clause 8:

_“Any term or condition of any effec-
tive employment permit or an effective
temporary employment licence issued to
any employer in respect of his employ-
ment as a worker of a person whose
employment is subject to control may, at
any time, be altered, varied or cancelled
by the Commissioner in his absolute dis-
cretion, either of his own motion or upon
application made in that behalf by such
employer. The decision of the Com-
missioner to alter, vary or cancel any
such term or condition shall be final and
conclusive, and shall not be called in
question in any court, whether by way
of writ or otherwise. Written notice of
such decision shall be given to such
employer. ”’

Clause 9 (1) :

“The Commissioner may cancel any
effective employment permit or effective
temporary employment licence on the
ground that any term or condition of such

permit or licence, as the case may be, has
been contravened, ”

Clause 9 (4) :

“ Any order made by the Commissioner
under sub-section (2) shall be final and
conclusive and shall not be called in ques-
tion in any court, whether by way of writ
or otherwise. ”

Clause 13 (2) :

“In the event of a person whose
employment is subject to control being
given, or continued in employment as a
worker by an employer otherwise than
in accordance with the terms or con-
ditions of any effective employment per-
mit or effective temporary employment
licence, such employer shall be guilty of
an offence under this Act and shall, on
conviction after summary trial before a
Magistrate, be liable to a fine of not less
than one thousand rupees and not more
than three thousand rupees, or to im-
prisonment of either description for a
term of not less than two years and not
more than five years, or to both such fine
and imprisonment.

Clause 18 (2) :

“No suit for breach of contract of ser-
vice or employment, or wrongful termina-
tion of service or employment, shall lie
against any employer of any worker for
any act which in good faith is done or
purported to be done by him in order to
comply with or avoid contravening any
provisions of this Act or any regulation
made thereunder.”
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Clause 19 (1) :

“In any prosecution for an offence
under this Act alleged to have been com-
mitted by, or in respect of, a person whose
employment is subject to control, the
burden of proving that such person is
not a person whose employment is subject
to control shall lie on the defence,”

Now, Sir, this is the Bill which the
Government proposes to introduce
for the benefit of the people. Why
should it be connected to the Indo-
Ceylon question, unless the intention
is to inflict injustice on some
persons ? Is it not to undermine com-
pletely the smooth working of the
agreement ? This is not a new thing.
It may be new for Ceylon but it is
prevailing in South Africa. Similar
laws prevail in South Africa and
they have been condemned by the
entire civilized nations for having
such laws. A committee has been
appointed by the I. L. O. under a
programme for the elimination of
“ Apartheid ” in labour matters in
the Republic of South Africa. This
Committee has condemned the laws
prevailing in South Africa and has
called upon South Africa to repeal
such laws.

Now, Sir, civilized countries play
host to mnon-aligned nations, the
socialist countries working for the
common people. Ceylon herself is
endeavouring to have better relations
with India, her neighbour, and now
they have come to this agreement
and are introducing clauses into the
labour laws of this country, which
have been condemned by other coun-
tries. These countries have asked
that these laws be repealed.

This is a declaration concerning
the policy of “ Apartheid ”—I. L. O.
Programme for the Elimination of
“ Apartheid ” in Labour Matters in
the Republic of South Africa. In this
I. L. O. publication it says at pages
42 and 43 :

“148. The principles on which the first
stage of such a programme should be
based may be summarised as follows —

South Africa should recognise and
fulfil its undertaking to respect the
freedom and dignity of all human
beings, irrespective of race, and as a
first step in this direction should :
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promote equality of opportunity and
treaument 1n employmen. and occupation
irrespective of race ; repeal the statu-
tory provisions which provide for com-
pulsory job reservation or institute
discrimination on the basis of race as
regards access to vocational training
and employment : repeal all legislation
providing for penal sanctions for con-
tracts of employment, for the hiring of
prison labour for work in agriculture
or industry, and for any other form of
direct or indirect compulsion to labour,
including discrimination on grounds of
race in respect of travel and residence,
which involves racial discrimination or
operates in practice as the basis for such
discrimination ;

Repeal the statutory diserimination
on grounds of race in respect of the
right to organize and to bargain collec-
tively, and the statutory prohibition
and restrictions upon mixed trade
unions including persons of more than
one race, and so to amend the Indus-
trial Conciliation Acts that all workers,
without discrimination or race, enjoy
the right to organise and may partici-
pate in collective bargaining.

149. If these principles were to be
accepted as the basis of a programme
for the elimination of apartheid, the
Government of the Republic of South
Africa should take the following action
to make them effective: As Regards
Admission to Employment and Access
to Vocational Training :

The Government of the Republic of
South Africa should—repeal or amend
all legislative provisions whose effect
is to create inequality of opportunity
and treatment between persons of
different races as regards access to
vocational training, particularly the
Bantu Education Act, 1953, the Coloured
Persons Education Act, 1963, and the
Extension of University Education Act,
1959, and reorganise the educational
system so as to ensure to persons of all
races equality of access to vocational
training at all levels ;

repeal all provisions establishing dis-
crimination between persons of different
races as regards choice of employment
and access to particular employments,
particularly section 77 of the Industrial
Conciliation Act, 1956, and the deter-
minations made thereunder, section 12
(2) of the Mines and Works Act, 1956,
and the regulations made thereunder,
sections 14, 15 and 16 of the Native
Building Workers Act, 1951, . . . . .

take all possible possitive measures
to promote equality of access of mem-
bers of all races to all forms of employ-
ment in practice ;

.amend all provisions which establish
discrimination in the determination of
wages and other conditions . ... ?
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Further down it says :

“repeal the provisions regulating the
entry of ‘natives’ into urban areas and
‘ proclaimed ’ areas and their stay in such
areas contained in the Natives (Urban
Areas) Consolidation Act, 1945, and the
regulations issued under that Act.”

Still further down :

“repeal the provisions for penal
sanctions for breaches of contracts of
employment contained in the Native
Labour Regulation Act, 1911 ... . ”

An international movement is
calling upon the Government of
South Africa to repeal existing legis-
lation denying fundamental and
human rights. Ceylon, on the other
hand, is at this very moment intro-
ducing almost identical laws against
persons of Indian origin. Otherwise,
what is the purpose of this proposal,
and what is the connection between
this proposal and the statement made
in the Indo-Ceylon pact ?

I have seen the editorials in the
newspaper, “Sun”. I was rather
amused by what I read in the last
few days and even today. It speaks
of “the criteria that we have”.
There is a Tamil saying: greowdii
191 & FeubleTevedrLd Cos’enr_garr@s?

It means, “ Every person who catches
a dog thinks he is a hunter ”. I think
criteria can be established by only
one body, by Parliament which is
sovereign, and that, too, on the basis
of internationally accepted standards.
That being the case, I do not take
very serious notice of what this
newspaper says. Perhaps, in their
anxiety to increase their circulation
they try to play to the gallery, in the
same way that the Government is
making of the Indo-Ceylon problem
a stunt to win the election,

By all means let us find a solution
which will be acceptable to the
people and to the country. So far as
I can see, any solution that is sug-
gested must also be welcome to the
people concerned. As one represent-
ing them, I may say that we are
anxious that an early solution should
be found. It should not be a stunt
for the purposes of elections nor
something to assist people to con-
tinue to be in power. It should be a
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final and complete solution. The
problem must be settled once and
for all. Under those conditions we
are prepared to go to any length to
arrive at a compromise. These people
should not be made scapegoats for
political purposes.

The statement has been made that
we cannot mix with the local people.
There are certain matters where
they can mix, others where they
cannot. In the matter of trade
unionism we are second to none.
Otherwise, we would not have in our
membership a large number of
Sinhalese plantation workers. They
are in the Ceylon Workers’ Congress
with the rest of the plantation
workers. Fighting for their rights
bring them together. When the 21
demands were sponsored, we never
hesitated. As a section of the work-
ing class we will be always together.

But what happens now is that
people are thinking in terms of
absorption and assimilation and so
on and so forth. I think on the last
day I made my views quite clear in
this matter. Even Mr. Bandaranaike
did not think that once these people
were absorbed they should become
Sinhalese, Buddhists, and so on. It is
not a civilized way of thinking, to
expect the people who are to be
absorbed or assimilated to be con-
verted into Sinhalese or Buddhist
and so forth. He expected them to
be a separate entity and a minority
with which as co-partners we will
be able to run the affairs of this
country. He was very keen that
the absorbable quantum must be the
lowest possible. That must be fixed
and once you take them they should
be fully absorbed. I want to tell the
people who think about assimilation
and also say “according to our
criteria, they are second class citi-
zens, not full citizens ”, that they are
living in a fool’s paradise.

I would like to quote what Mr.
Bandaranaike said in the course of
discussions during the Bajpai-Sena-
nayake talks. It was published as
Sessional Paper No. 3 of 1943 :
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“I would also point out that whatever
else this absorption may lead to, it 18
definitely my opinion that it will mean
a creation of a new minority in our
country, one more addition to the number
of minorities there. This absorption does
not merely mean the extension of certain
rights to the Indians in question. It
really means the creation of a further
minority with all those problems to which
I need not refer. Considering that the
very same problem exists in India in an
acute form we will undoubtedly realize
what that means.”

Then Mr. Bandaranaike says that
we cannot take the entire population
and that we must have an absorbable
quantum. He never thought in terms
of submerging them or absorbing and
dissolving them. He knows, as a man
who knows past history, that big
empires have been smashed and
shattered because of their attempt at
domination. You can never dominate.
Live and let live is the only policy.
For your own survival you must
always think of that policy to live
and let live. There is no question
of domination. Therefore, it is in
this background that this whole
problem was looked at.

People may say that persons like
us are deliberately trying to sabotage
any agreement from working. That
is utterly false. As far as we are con-
cerned, we want a settlement, an
early settlement, a settlement keep-
ing with our dignity. As I told you
the other day, my organization has
not rushed into a decision this way
or that way because this is only a
skeleton agreement the details and
other matters of which have to be
worked out. As far as we are con-
cerned, we are waiting to take
a decision after the details are all
worked out. Then we will know
whether this can be worked. These
are the main criteria we will have in
mind when my organization takes a
decision: This agreement should
overall be complete and final once
and for all; after the adreement is
accepted by both sides there should
be no Stateless persons or a new
category of persons that can be
accepted tomorrow or the day after
tomorrow ; there should be no restric-
tion on this agreement ; if six lakhs
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of people opt or volunteer to go
instead of 525,000, you cannot say,
“We have agreed and therefore only
525,000 can go”; there must be no
restriction on the freedom of the
people; you have indicated your
attitude that you like to take
on the basis of 5: 3 or some-
thing like that; you may say “I
will accept more than three” but
you have no right to insist on the
525,000 alone” ; this must be left to
the will of the people to decide and
if that number becomes not 525,000
but 975,000 then no power, no act
between two Governments should
prevent that; in assessing this, it is
not for N. Q. Dias or T. B. Ilangaratne
to say, “I order you from this estate
to get into this category or I order
you into that category ” ; it shall be
the wish of the people; once they
become citizens of India, if they
choose to, there should be no agree-
ment by these people which would
say “ We have agreed for 15 years,
they cannot go”. If they say: “ We
do not want to live under these con-
ditions in this country where we are
not wanted,” there should be no
provision in the Act to prevent them
from going away. They should have
an absolute right to decide; there
should be no compusion. If the Indian
Government has undertaken, out of
goodwill to this Government, to
rehabilitate these people they should
do so instead of saying : “ Let us have
& nice house, a nice garden and all
that”.: If they are told that they
would be looked after then not
525,000, but 925,000 people would
like to go. If people want to go to
India and vou say you will not allow
them to take their savings and the
Indian Government says that they
will not do anything for them, then
do not think that a single person
would go.

My fear is that this agreement is
not intended to settle this problem.
This is only an election stunt. You
want to create hatred between
communities. You people have
thrived on this for the last 25 or 30
years. Look at this handbill—
[Displaying handbill]. This type of
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thing is being encouraged by this
Government. Is this how you are
giving a place to Buddhism in this
country ? Is this the Buddhism of
Lord Buddha. Handbills like this
are scattered all over the country.
They want hatred, not goodwill
between communities. This is their
maitriya, their dhamma ! They must
be ashamed to call themselves
Buddhists. They are spoiling the
great name of Buddha.

Today we are harassed by unem-
ployment and the very high cost of
living. The people are becoming
slaves. The Government is unable to
solve these problems. So they are
trying to make Indians their scape-
goats. They want hatred. At a time
like this all our energies and
resources must be made use of for
the betterment of our country, but
the Government is creating this sort
of problem.

Yesterday I went to a party. Some
people were talking about certain
people wishing to create a dictator-
ship. None of these people either
in the Government or the Opposition
can prevent a dictatorship. Only the
trade union movement can prevent
it and there is no trade union
movement without the Indian
workers. Without their backing no
power on earth can resist a
dictatorship.

When things are getting bad, when
there is neither food nor employment,
dictatorship is inevitable. It cannot
be prevented. There are mad people
craving for power—they want
dictatorship. If you want to prevent
dictatorship in this country, the only
way 1s to see that the Indian workers
who form the bulk of the trade union
movement in this country are not
destroyed. If you do not do this you
will regret it. There will be dicta-
torship and no democracy ; and we
will all regret it.

It is not my intention to speak any
longer. Even at this late stage let
us get together. Whether we are in
the U. N. P, S. L. F. P. or any other
party we should get together and
create goodwill, prevent waste and
see whether our resources cannot be
used for the good of our country.
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I have great pleasure in seconding
the Motion moved by the hon.
Appointed Member (Mr. Thonda-
man). I wish to congratulate him
on the fighting speech he made
on behalf of the Indian workers
in the estates. The significant thing
for the Government in the speech of
the hon. Appointed Member is that
though they might have struck an
unprincipled and unjust horse deal
with the Indian Prime Minister with
regard to the future status of the
Indian estate workers, they will find
no real solution to the problem unless
and until they get the co-operation of
the workers themselves and their re-
presentative organizations. I think
that is the most significant point in
the speech of the hon. Appointed
Member.

Sir, any Government should nor-
mally be happy and proud that it has
been able to live its full period of five
years and to present not five Throne
Speeches but even a Sixth Throne
Speech. But I think this Government
has presented this Sixth Throne
Speech in the teeth of mounting, mas-
sive opposition to its various policies,
particularly its latest attempt to make
the group of papers which has the
largest circulation in this country its
mouth-piece for the future. The
record of the S. L. F. P. Government
over the last four and a half years has
been a very sorry one of hare-brained
schemes, of bungling, of corruption,
of nepotism, of passing from one crisis
to another, from one emergency to
another, of a steadily worsening eco-
nomic situation.

One expected, with the formation
of the Coalition Government in June
1964, that the Government would
have a new purpose and a new direc-
tion, and indeed some hoped that
when the Hon. Minister of Finance
presented his Budget all would be
well. But what has happened ?
When the Budget Speech was pres-
ented, there were quite a few propo-
sals which some of us weleomed, buf
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even before these proposals have been
given legal sanction we are having to
debate a second Throne Speech. That,
Sir, is the story of this Government
after the coalition was formed.

Sir, particularly the Hon. Prime
Minister and the hon. Member for
Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R.
de Silva) have blamed the Opposition
for the prorogation of Parliament
because, they say, this prorogation
was necessitated by the Opposition
taking over the Government Bill for
the establishment of a Press Council.
I wish to ask the Government, parti-
cularly the L. S. S. P. Members in
the Government, whether it is not
legitimate for the Opposition to try
and delay and thwart any Bill which
they think is unpopular. Surely, the
L. S. S. P. Members of the Govern-
ment should not have forgotten what
they did when the Public Security
Act was debated on the Floor of this
House. We have utilized the powers
that have been given to us by the
Standing Orders in order to delay the
Press Council Bill and the Bill to take
over the Lake House group of news-
papers. Surely, they could not have
forgotten how they, on the occasion of
the Debate on the Public Security Act,
went outside the Standing Orders,
how every one of them had agreed to
go on speaking till they were named
and carried outside the Chamber. All
this was done in order to prevent the
passing of the Public Security Act. As
far as we in the Opposition are con-
cerned, we look upon the Press
Council Bill and the Bill to take over
the Lake House group of newspapers
in the same way as we looked upon
the Public Security Act when it was
being debated. I think both are an in-
vasion on the fundamental rights of
the people of this country. As much
as that was a threat to all forms of
mass activity, this too is an attempt
to throttle the press and thereby pre-
vent public opinion being aired in this
country. One is entitled to ask the
Government, “Why this indecent
haste ; why this bluff and bluster over
the take-over of the press ?”

They have been telling us that this
press is in the habit of telling lies, of
distorting and twisting news. Surely
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this is not something new ! Have we
not existed with this press for the last
so many decades ? Has not this press
been there, and has it not done all
that you say it is doing for the last so
many years ? Why in the year of our
Lord 1964 has this Government to
take such extraordinary measures in
order to take over the press ? Is it for
the elections ? I can understand if
the Government is afraid that during
the coming elections the press would
take a partisan attitude and thereby
affect their elections. Surely, in 1956,
in March 1960, and in July 1960, the
national press of this country had
taken thoroughly one-sided views and
expressed those views in these three
elections. They have sometimes been
descending to levels that no decent
journalism would descend. But yet
you came back in such large numbers.

Not only in this country, even in
America in the recent elections
between Johnson and Goldwater,
practically the entire powerful daily
press of America was on the side of
Goldwater, but still Johnson won. It
is, therefore, not even the question of
the elections that is bothering you
and that is troubling you to take over
the press. Then, what is the reason ?

I think there are two reasons.
Firstly, you wish to take over the
press and thereby cover your own
misdeeds. For instance, the argument
that is being trotted out by practi-
cally every Government Member, and
even by the Hon. Minister of Finance
in London, is this story about the
Mercedes Benz cars for the Ministers.
The story that the press put out about
these cars was that fifteen Mercedes
Benz cars were being brought for use
by Hon. Ministers. At that time the
story was denied, but we now know
that two Mercedes Benz cars have
already come and are being used by
Hon. Ministers. Besides these two
cars there are two Holden cars and
one Cambridge car which are also
being used by Hon. Ministers. Does it
make very much of a difference in
the story if the car happens to be a
Holden and not a Mercedes Benz ? Up
to date no Hon. Minist~c who had
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denied this story has denied that,
indeed and in fact, fifteen cars are
being brought for the use of Hon.
Ministers. That has not been categori-
cally stated. All that they have been
saying and repeating is that fifteen
Mercedes Benz cars are not being
brought. Is there much of a price
difference between a Holden and a
Mercedes Benz ? As long as it is duty
free 1 think it is cheaper to buy a
Mercedes Benz than a Holden car.

This has been one of the stories
that has been trotted out so often by
supporters of the Government to
show that the press is a lying press.
No. Let the Hon. Ministers come out
and say frankly, “ Yes. We are public
men. We need transport. We want
the cars.” That is a different matter.
Let them justify it and then we can
understand. But instead of saying
that you are taking an unfair attitude
on this matter by saying that this
story about the 15 Mercedes Benz
cars is false. You are really trying to
cover a misdeed which you have
committed.

I would wish to ask the Govern-
ment from what funds you have
imported these cars. Money was
certainly not voted for in the last
Budget for the purchase of these
cars. There was certainly no
separate vote under each Ministry
for the purchase of a car for the
Ministry for its use. From what
funds have these cars been im-
ported ? It is questions such as these
that the Government is anxious to
cover, and that is the chief reason
why the Government is anxious to
take over the press.

The second is this. In any country
where the rulers intend to march
towards fascism and dictatorship, the
first freedom that is attacked is the
freedom of the press. That is the case
whether we consider Hitler’s Ger-
many or any other fascist country.
One finds that the first freedom that
these dictators attacked was the
freedom of the press and thereafter
the march towards fascism and
dictatorship was a quick one,
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The hon. Member for Dehiwela-Mt.
Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
commenting the other day on the
meeting held last Saturday at the
Town Hall said that there were only
1,200 monks present and that we
were making such a big noise. It is
not a question of whether there were
only 1,200 monks or more, although
I think that the voice of 1,200 monks
is a matter that should be taken
notice of. But there is no question
that practically the entire intelli-
gentzia of the country is against the
attempt to replace a private mono-
poly by a government monopoly.

I do not think it is correct to term
what the Government is trying to do
as a press grab. It is an attempt to
replace a private monopoly by a
government monopoly. And if that
happens, what is happening in Radio
Ceylon will happen to the daily
newspapers also.

Speaking of Radio Ceylon, there is
a very interesting matter that I wish
to bring to the notice of the House.
Reverend Gnanaseeha Thero is
broadcasting almost daily over Radio
Ceylon. Now, Reverend Gnanaseeha,
on the authority of the Prime Minis-
ter herself, has uttered a falsehood
about an alleged coup d’etat by the
Hon. Minister of Finance and others.
I think the House is aware how an
allegation of a coup d’etat was made
by Reverend Gnanaseeha against the
Hon. Minister of Finance and some
others.

In regard to that allegation, the
Prime Minister said, “ I have investi-
gated the matter and find there is no
truth in it.”

Reverend Gnanaseeha, however
reverend he might be, is one who,
according to the Prime Minister
herself, has told an untruth on an
important matter. How is it that he
is allowed to broadcast practically
every day over Radio Ceylon ?

ceemenBa &. 8. 3. ANDBY
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(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

That is why he is allowed to
broadcast—because he is g, liar.
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(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

We do not want the columns of the
daily newspapers of this country to
be utilized in the same way that
Radio Ceylon is being used today.
That is why I appeal to the Govern-
ment, even at this late stage, to
withdraw these two Bills in regard
to the press, and to utilize its
energies, time——

ad @Y HDdecwy
(Quorres 9yssseul Q(Hair)
(An hon. Member)

And money.

9. BoEmOBiR @w.
(,@@ erth. Aoy GLbLirid)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

—yes, and money to solve some of
the pressing problems of the country.

The cost of living and the unem-
ployment figures have reached such
heights as they have never reached
before ; and speaking for myself and
for my community, may I ask what
the Government has done to solve our
prcblems ?

In the Throne Speech of 2nd July,
1964, the Government stated that a
draft Bill to implement the proposal
to establish District Councils will be
placed before the House for consider-
ation. Why are you so slow in pre-
senting that Bill?  You displayed
remarkable feats of draftsmanship so
far as the Press Bills were concerned.
There were sixteen Bills in a matter
of two months. Why this delay, this
tardiness, when you come to the
problem of the minorities ?

Then, Sir, in regard to the question
of the compulsory retirement of pub-
lic servants, the hon. Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance,
(Mr. J. P. Obeyesekere) who is now
Acting Minister of Finance wrote to
me two days ago that it was the deci-
sion of the Cabinet that no further
notices of compulsory retirement will
be issued. I am thankful to the Hon.
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Acting Minister of Finance for com-
municating to me the decision of the
Cabinet that no further notices of
compulsory retirement will be issued.

But what is happening ? Today,
two further notices have been issued.
Where do we stand with this Govern-
ment ? Here is the Acting Minister
of Finance communicating to me that
it was the decision of the Cabinet that
no further notices of compulsory re-
tirement will be issued, but hardly
had the ink on the letter which he
wrote dried than two more public
servants were served with notices of
compulsory retirement. I ask, Where
are we ?

I appeal to the Government to give
up these Press Bills and to tackle the
urgent problems, the real problems,
that are facing the country today. 1
tell you this: You might take over
the press and you might from now
onwards till the next elections carry
on propaganda through the press, but
never will it help you to win the
elections without solving the prob-
lems that are facing the country. You
can take over the press; you can
through the columns of the press
carry out your propaganda but as
long as you do not bring down the
cost of living and solve the unem-
ployment problem and the problem
of the minorities, no amount of pro-
paganda will help you to win the next
election.

©0Demdn & sNABHDHBY
(QL_nr&i i prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Hear, hear.

20, HB»OusR Q.
(Bm. erib. Heardgburid)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

That is a matter that the Govern-
ment might legitimately take note of.

2. 98, SHud BT Owi (&8
S'y)

(,@@ GT6W. GTLD. @Jmamrmﬁe%m.b——uﬁtg_
Lty

(Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam—Padiruppu)

It will suffer the same fate as the
Sri Lanka paper.
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(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

Sir, I am coming to a new poinf.

Bowlsn DBNGDNS

(9rB& Furprusr)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The Sitting is suspended till 4.30
p.M. Mr. Deputy Chairman of Com-
mittees will take the Chair on
resumption.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 4.30

p.m. and then resumed, MR. DEPUTY-
CHAIRMAN oF CommiIiTTeEs [Mgr. I. A.
CapeRr] in the Chair.

D0, B98P l® ®wn.
(8. orb. Heau& gioLirid)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

Sir, one of the new provisions that
have been introduced into the latest
edition of the Press Bill is to pena-
lize any newspaper editor or pro-
prietor who publishes any Cabinet
agreement or a matter that is pro-
posed to be discussed by the Cabinet.
Why do you want to penalize the
newspapers for giving publicity to a
matter like that instead of preventing
your Cabinet Ministers from reveal-
ing such information? Obviously
such information may have been
given to them by a Member of the
Cabinet.

We have found, Sir, that sometimes
untold mischief can be avoided by the
airing of some matter that the Cabi-
net hopes to discuss. For instance,
the House will remember that the
hon. Member for Dehiwela-Mt.
Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
when he was on this side of the
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House asked the then Minister of
Finance, Mr. Felix Dias Bandara-
naike, whether he had submitted a
Cabinet Paper recommending the re-
moval of the rice subsidy or not—that
is the 25 cents, per measure, of rice.
I think, the House will remember that
he did so on the Floor of this House.
Of course, the Hon. Minister on that
occasion denied that story until he
was confronted with a photostat copy
of that Cabinet Paper on a subse-
quent occasion by the hon. Member
for Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia.  Sir, by
reason of the fact that the hon. Mem-
ber for Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia raised
that matter the Cabinet was pre-
vented from removing that rice
subsidy. There can be numerous
cases like that when by the airing of
the discussion on a matter that is
before the Cabinet untold mischief
could be prevented. One is sur-
prised and amazed by the way in
which the L. S. S. P. Members in the
Cabinet who all along had a different
political life while on this side of the
House are acting today. They have
gone there to prevent these. This is
one instance where the hon. Member
for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia had, on the
Floor of this House, and through this
House to the press, given publicity to
a Cabinet Paper, and later presented
a photostat copy of it. However,
once he has gone over to the other
side, he is anxious that no such
matter shall leak out to the press
hereafter.

That is why I said that the only
intention of the Government in try-
ing to control the press and to take
it over is to cover its misdeeds, its
acts of omission and commission.
That can be the only reason, and it
is for that reason that every one of
us in the Opposition, who feels that
there are certain fundamental human
values that have to be preserved and
fostered, has to oppose, and to oppose
with all his might, this attempt on
the part of the Government to take
over the press.

The Hon. Prime Minister has given
herself a huge bouquet over the
settlement of the problem of the
future of the inhabitants.cof, this
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country who are of Indian origin.
One must evaluate this agreement
from the angle of the approach of
the Government towards this prob-
lem. Was it an approach based on
justice, historical background and
fundamental human rights ? Or was
it an approach based on narrow
political expediency to keep her
party in power and on considerations
of communal advantage ? The Hon.
Prime Minister’s statement in the
Senate and the proposal to have a
separate register for the Indians who
qualify for citizenship leave no room
for doubt that it was with the latter
approach that the negotiations were
carried on. That being so, no mem-
ber of the minority communities, no
member interested in preserving
fundamental human rights can
support this agreement.

This is what the Hon. Prime Min-
ister says on the question of how she
had approached this problem :

“_ ...their continued loyalty towards
their mother country and the creation of
another minority in addition to the nume-
rous minorities which already exist, which
could wield political power far in excess
of that which their numbers would enti-
tle them to, the question of who, if any,
should be absorbed have been the matters
which influznced the Ceylon Government
in the talks which have taken place bet-
ween representatives of the two countries
from 1939 to the present day.”

It is perfectly clear from the state-
ment of the Hon. Prime Minister that
what she was concerned with was not
the history of this queston, was not
the circumstances under which this
population had been brought to
Ceylon, but rather “the creation of
another minority in addition to the
numerous minorities which already
exist, which could wield political
power far in excess of that which the
their numbers would entitle them to”.
That has been the approach of the
Hon. Prime Minister to this problem

For some time before the negotia-
tions, there was a spate of anti-Indian
propaganda in the press, obviously
inspired by official circles. Inciden-
tally, the press, which is branded as
anti-Government played a very pro-
Government role, and there is no
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doubt that that press propaganda
would have been very effectively used
in India to give the impression to the
Indian ‘Government that strong
public opinion prevails in this country
against the grant of citizenship rights
to these people of Indian origin. For
this useful part which the press
played in this matter, far from taking
over the press the Government should
put up a monument to it.

The press, the Hon. Prime Minister
and others in this hon. House have
depicted the people of Indian origin
as aliens, as a set of parasites growing
fat on the wealth of the land. What
is the true position ? Right from the
very start, when Indian labour com-
menced to be brought into this
country somewhere in the 1830s, the
Government of Ceylon, whoever was
in charge of the Government at that
time, had given repeated undertakings
to the Indian Government and the
Indian people that they would be
given equal treatment once they
come to Ceylon. It was on this under-
taking, on this promise that was held
out to generations of Indian estate
labour who had been imported into
Ceylon, that the Indian workers came
here.

There is one other very significant
feature in this matter. @ While the
Indian labour which went to places
like Fiji, Indonesia and so on had
gone by themselves, the males alone,
Ceylon was the one country where
immigration was by families and not
by individuals as such. If you take
the history of immigration of Indian
labour into this country, you will find
that from the very outset Indians who
came to Ceylon came with their fami-
lies. They came with their wives, they
came with their fathers and mothers ;
always they came with their families,
clearly showing that they came into
Ceylon on the clear understanding
that they would be permanently
settled in this country. That is a
factor that this Government must
bear in mind.
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It is no use saying, “ Oh, these were
undertakings given by an imperialist
Government, these undertakings do
not bind us ”. Surely, no Government
can to a section of its population say,
“Well, these are undertakings given
by some previous Government, we
have nothing to do with them.”
Surely, the imperialists created a
number of roads in this country and
they made a number of estates
in this country. Are you going
to destroy all of them because
they were created by the imperi-
alists ? Why!is it that when you
come only to the question of Indian
labour you take up this position :
“ True, these undertakings were given
but they were given by imperialist
Governments with which we have
nothing to do”. ?

That is not all. These undertakings
were given not only by the Colonial
Governors and Governments in this
country but even by the Board of
Ministers in 1939. After a semblance
of self-government and the establish-
ment of the Board of Ministers, when
there was a proposal that further
immigration of Indian estate labour
into Ceylon should be banned, our
Government, the Board of Ministers
and practically even the daily news-
papers cried out against it.

I would like to read from a memo-
randum that had been submitted on
behalf of the Indians in Ceylon in
1940 which deals with this question.

The ban—that is the ban on any fur-

ther immigration into this country—
came in for different kinds of com-
ment in Ceylon. The planting com-
munity considered the ban ill-advised.
The nationalist press tried to look on
it as well-meant action on the part of
the Government of India, but mis-
guided in view of the inconvenience
likely to be caused to the Indian
labourers themselves and the fact that
the Ceylonese had never objected to
the presence of estate labourers in
Ceylon. That was as late as 1939.
That was the attitude of the nation-
alist press to the question of immi-
gration as late as 1939.
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I go further. In his administration
report for 1939 the Controller of
Labour, a Sinhalese gentleman under
a Ceylonese Board of Ministers, had
devoted considerable attention to this
question and on page 9 he says:

“ The action of the Indian Government
has produced repercussions the effect of
which it is impossible to exaggerate G

Discussing the condition of the
labourers who were at Mandapam
preparatory to their departure from
Ceylon and who were obliged to go
back to their villages, he says:

“In realizing that most of these labour-
ers consisted of those who had spent many
years of their lives in Ceylon and were
returning from their accustomed life and
conditions in Ceylon, one is forced to the
conclusion that a complete disregard of
the ordinary feelings of humanity was
evinced by those responsible in sending
them back”.

That was what the Controller of
Labour had to say in 1939. He found
fault with the Indian Government for
having torn away the Indian estate
labour in this country from its natural
surroundings and sending them to
strange surroundings.

This agreement envisaged the
sending of nearly 525,000 persons per-
manently out of this country and out
of the conditions to which they have
been accustomed for so long. There-
fore, it is perfectly clear that this
Indian estate labour came to Ceylon
at the invitation and acting on the
assurances given not only by colonial
Governments but also by the Ceylon
Board of Ministers as late as 1939.

Whom are you calling aliens and
parasites ? It is no secret that the
pioneer Force formed in 1821 in
India was responsible for building
the road from Colombo to Kandy,
from Kandy to Trincomalee, and from
Colombo to Galle. It was responsible
for building the bridges at Gampola,
Katugastota, Kalutara and the
Victoria Bridge. The Puttalam and
Kalutara canals were also built by
the Pioneer Force formed in India
in 1821. Even today 60 per cent of the
national wealth of our peeuntryiis
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being produced by these people whom
you are pleased to term aliens and
parasites.

It is very easy to speak very
bravely and say: “Oh, we can
replace them. We have got our
labour.” But we know what happen-
ed with regard to the question of
tappers. Very brave speeches were
made on the Floor of this House. Hon.
Members said: “Send the tappers
back. We will give you 250 tappers
overnight. You train them and they
will be good tappers”. Today, nearly
six months after such assurances
were given, tappers have once again
to be imported from India.—
[Interruption]. My hon. Friend from
Dambadeniya (Mr. R. G. Sena-
nayake) shouts ¢ Shame!”. He was
one of those who did the shouting
about tappers !

The Hon. Prime Minister in the
course of her statement says that the
Indian and Pakistani Residents
(Citizenship) Act was passed and put
into effect in spite of the opposition
from the Kandyan areas. This is what
she says:

“The Indian and Pakistani Residents
(Citizenship) Act was passed and came
into operation on the 5th_ August, 1949,
in spite of protests particularly from the
Kandyan areas, against the grant of
citizenship to an alien population, on
political and economic grounds.—
[OFFICIAL REPORT (Senate), 10th
November, 1964 ; Vol. 20, c. 2070.]

There is no record that any
Kandyan Member of this House had
opposed that Act but undoubtedly
there was opposition from practically
all Tamil Members who were in the
House on that occasion and also from
the then hon. Member for Ruanwella
(Dr. N. M. Perera) and the Member
for Wellawatte-Galkissa (Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva). This is what the then
hon. Member for Ruwanwella said.

«“ As soon as this Bill becomes law, all
these people will become citizenless,
Stateless. They will be Dr. Nansen’s sub-
jects. Dr. Nansen it will be remembered,
after the last war, had a scheme of his
own for protecting all the children with-
out a state. That is what the position will
be . ndaiior-That statement only strengthens
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my case that these people should not have
been treated in the way they are now
being treated as Stateless subjects
although they have the right of franchise
under the Constitution ”’—[OFFICIAL
ReporT, 19th August, 1948 ; Vol. 4, c 1693.]

I think the hon. Member for
Wellawatte-Galkissa (Dr. Colvin R.
de Silva) had sven stronger words
to use. He said:

“The present Government, in this
aspect, shows that it is a collective Dr.
Malan. ”—[OrriciAL REPORT, 19th August,
1964 ; Vol. 4, c. 1719.]

In a very short sentence he des-
cribes what he thinks. The hon.
Member for Ruanwella in a further
epeech on this very Act said this:

“ But when it comes to the worker, the
approach has to be different for the
workers come to a country because in
the first place the employers in that
country are importing him for their own
purposes. Every immigrant labourer is
not only a recruited labourer but an
imported labourer so long as this system
prevails, and our position is—and let it
be clear and that is the unprincipled basis
on which we oppose this Bill—that if any
man who has been imported into this
country for the purposes of his labour
being exploited desires to become a per-
manent citizen of this country, by virtue
of the fact and that fact alone, he—not
having dual citizenship—should be en-
titled to become a citizen of the country
on suitable application.”—[OFFICIAL
REi’og'ﬂ', 9th December, 1948 ; Vol. 5,
c. 459.

He goes on further to say.

“ What is it that we are going to lose
by giving these people citizenship rights ?
In fairness to the Indian element that
has been labouring here for centuries,
people who have worked and toiled and
moiled, so that the capitalists in this
country might thereafter become fat, in
fairness to these people, I say that it is
elementary justice that we give them
citizenship rights. Even these rights are
emasculated rights. They will be different
from the rights granted to the star class
citizens. ”

A series of statements in which
these Members did certainly oppose
the Ceylon Citizenship Act and also
the Indian and Pakistani Residents
(Citizenship) Act have been made.
As far as I know not a single hon.
Member from Kandy or from any
Kandyan area opposed these Acts at
the time they were introduced, The
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Hon. Prime Minister has chosen to
say that they have done something
great for the Indian workers in hav-
ing passed this Bill and in having put
it into effect although there was very
stiff opposition to it from the
Kandyan areas.

I think the Hon. Prime Minister
also said that she had thought that
once this Act was passed, the prob-
lem of citizenship was settled. I
think this Government knows the
large number of cases where the
Supreme Court had found on more
than one occasion that applications
for citizenship had been turned down
on the flimsiest of grounds.—[Inter-
ruption.]—The hon. Member for
Dambadeniya should not speak of
something that he does not know. If
he wants, let him turn the pages of
the New Law Reports of recent years
to see that what I said on the Floor of
this House is correct. There are a
seriss of occasions where the Supreme
Court and the Privy Council have
said that these applications for
citizenship had been rejected on the
flimsiest of grounds. Therefore, for
the Hon. Prime Minister to say that
this problem had been solved is both
unfair and unjust. The way they have
put that into effect only shows that
the Prime Minister is not anxious
that there should be a just solution
to this problem.

The worst and the most indefen-
sible and utterly discriminatory part
of this statement of the Prime
Minister is the proposal of a separate
register. This is an attempt to create
a second class of citizens, of people,
who are economically the most pro-
ductive, but are yet outside the pale.
The reason given by the Prime Min-
ister for this separate register is that
these people have a culture of their
own. This is what she says:

“1 have stated in the earlier part of
my statement, that persons of Indian
origin in Ceylon form a separate commu-
nity which hardly intermingles with the
indigenous population, ”

If that is true of the Indian estate
workers, is it not equally true of us ?
We have been living in this country
for so many centuries. We have a
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different culture, we have a different
language, we have a different reli-

gion, and we have a different
heritage. Well, for that reason we
have not intermingled; we have

lived in this country for so many cen-
turies and what percentage of us
speak the official language, the
language of our Sinhalese brethren ?
We have a religion and a culture of
our own. If that is the reason why
these people should be put on a sepa-
rate register why should we not also
be put on a separate register ? I
have no doubt that if the Hon. Prime
Minister is given a chance she would
extend the principle even to us.

I think the hon. Senator Nadesan,
in a very exhaustive and comprehen-
sive speech in the Senate, had dealt
with this question and has given quo-
tations from the speeches of the late
Mr. Bandaranaike, the Hon. Minister
of Finance and others as to why these
people should not be put on a separate
register. I do not wish to repeat those
quotations which have already been
made in the Senate. I only wish to
ask the Govermnent: whose policy
are you following—is it the Ilate

Mr. Bandaranaike’s or Sir John
Kotelawala’s ?
The other reason is this. You are

frightened that the pocket-boroughs
with three or four thousand voters
which had been carved out, taking
into account the Indian population,
would not be returning your party
candidates at the next elections. That
is the only reason why you are asking
that the registered Indian voters be
put on a separate register.

The other part of the Throne
Speech deals with Buddhism being
given its rightful place. We are all
for it. We are not only for Buddhism
being given its rightful place but also
for the other religions, namely,
Hinduism, Islam and Christianity
being given their rightful places.
Every religion should be given its
rightful place in this country and we
are all for it. But any attempt to
make Buddhism the State religion or

3——¢ob 2371 (64/12)
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to convert this country into a theo-
cratic state, is, I think, a matter that

any member of the minority cannot
permit.

Sre3@n By DO Desn.
(B, @)1 tomentldatn)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

We cannot permit persecution.

DO, BIEHOBIL w.
(. erib. HaiF GLbLiib)
(Mr, M. Sivasithamparam)

The Hon. Prime Minister paying
a homage to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
in the “ [llustrated Weekly of India ”,
on the 15th of November this year,
just two or three days before she had
penned the Throne Speech, has this
to say about Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru: Answering a question,
“What is your own assessment of
the impact that Mr. Nehru’s work
will make on the future genera-
tions ? 7, she has this to say: “In
India the greatest achievement and
one which will leave an indelible
mark on the future was the establish-
ment of a secular state on a firm de-
mocratic foundation.” Of course a
secular state and a democratic foun-
dation is good enough for Indians and
for Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, but for
us we must have a Prime Minister
who is a combination of Fidel Castro
and Ayub Khan, and for our country
a theocratie, a feudalistic and a press-
grabbing dictatorship. That is the
only one that is good for us.

As to how this promise of
Buddhism being given its rightful
place is to be translated into action
we still do not know but, if any
attempt is made to amend or remove
Section 29 of the Constitution which
1s today the only safeguard for reli-
gious and racial minorities, I think
it will be an irony that the Members
of the Lanka Sama Samaja Party who
for so long had championed the cause
of the minorities should be a party to
the removal of the one and very
meagre safeguard for the protection
of the minorities in this country.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman, I have
almost finished. I think we must face
the fact, and so also this Government,
that they have failed to solve any
problem whether it be economic Or
relating to minorities. Is it not time
enough that they decided that the
people should be given a chance to
decide what the future Government
should be ?
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“The press is like the harlot through

the ages, enjoying power without
responsibility. ”
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“ With regard to the freedom of the press,
seizure of newspapers and radio and tele-
vision, gradual concentration of news
media  under Government  control

resulting in complete abolition of freedom
of expression. ”
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(@@dﬁ&mﬂaﬁr Orf ys@rraeri)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please ! The Deputy Speaker
will now take the Chair.
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D& Yeusnéid e

2. gElonseny  eurser FurSLdSamna
D &E, DLFUMBIUST SaTaET SSvantn eudS S Trser

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES left the Chair, and MR.
DEPURY-SPEAKER took the Chair.
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It being 8 p.m., Business was inter-
rupted and the Debate stood adjourned.

DEC DO
o '5 ﬁmmx}q
ADJOURNMENT

S dond @fSuny
BwmAgs Dé® ¢

DEH  CEY I e

‘Y @ acew ¢ ¢ mBe gye’—
[0b ¢BF geaB.o]

“eou QuUblurws @8emadal  Qumors ?
areoin Grolenr YGofdsiu G ofley eT®S Buw bl
Qubhm .

Motion made, and Question proposed,
“That the House do now adjourn”.—
[Hon. Anil Moonesinghe].

. 8. 2. SR . (gE® 6cAB®
O5Y 5))

(el ar. of. erav. omifG—9)8@pear
BresrLrin 9ES S ST )

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed—Second Aku-
rana)

I am sorry the Hon. Minister of
Education is not present. I hope the
Hon. Minister of Communications
will convey what I have to say to the
Hon. Minister of Education.

oS @BCE Qohbicry (Bngh DO
88 §i0B)

(Qazerres — gyeley
WUT GG ONDFEFT )

(The Hon. Anil Moonesinghe—Minister
of Communications)

Did you give notice of your ques-
tion ?

apar Ams—CLr&@
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D¢ 8@
N .

(2@ anls)
(Mr. Hameed)

Yes, of course.

BDewl &5 DANEDDNS
(QrS& Furprust)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
is present.

HnSd Q.

(2@l apibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

I want to find out whether the Hon.
Minister will give an early date to
discuss the University Commission
Report. The Report was published a
few months back and it has been
very widely discussed and different
shades of opinion have been express-
ed on the Report.

Therefore, it is very essential that
the Members of this House should be
given an opportunity to discuss the
Report, particularly in view of the
fact that there is an election of the
Vice-Chancellor of the University in
the offing. It will be good, and of
interest to everybody, if the Report is
discussed in this House before that
election, so that the members of the
University Council will come to
know what the views of the hon.
Members, who are the elected repre-
sentatives of the people, are on this
Report.

I read in the newspapers last week
that the Hon. Minister of Education
has already taken steps to establish
a Grants Commission for higher
education and research, and this
Grants Commission according to
press reports would have very wide
powers, particularly to ensure stan-
dards of education, to co-ordinate
university education with national
development and various allied
matters.

Before the Government takes such
a step it is nothing but fair that this
House should be afforded an oppor-
tunity to discuss this Repozrd:

o¢& e

If the Hon. Minister does not want
that Report discussed, there are two
allied Reports—the National Educa-
tion Commission Report and the
Technical Education Commission
Report—which could be discussed.
All of them should be discussed. As
far as I can understand, this report
is in connection with our seat of
learning and it concerns everybody
and the future of this country. I feel
that it is necessary that it should be
discussed before any definite deci-
sions are taken specially with regard
to the establishment of the Grants’
Commission, which is a very impor-
tant recommendation made by the
University Commission itself.

I hope we will be given an early
opportunity to discuss it. I should
like to know from the Junior Minis-
ter definitely as to when they pro-
pose to discuss this report.

&, on. 8.6

cSENET o .

(8m. opfigselsis)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I have given notice of two matters
which I intended to raise at the
Adjournment time, but, unfortun-
ately, neither of the Ministers con-
cerned is present in the House. I am
very sorry about this callous disre-
gard of the rights of private Members
in this House by Hon. Ministers, who
despite ample notice being given do
not care or take the trouble to be
present here to answer them. Any-
how, Sir, I will bring these matters
to the notice of the hon. Members of
this House.

od ¢BC @mBen
(Ozerras gafley aper @)
(The Hon. Anil Moonesinghe)

I should like to know whether
notice has been given.

eSEDHEY 0@ .
(8. 2ybizellmsid)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I gaye notice of them.
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aéy ¢BCE Smbew
(Qaorrar oyafley aparAEs)
(The Hon. Anil Moonesinghe)
I am very sorry about it.

eOEMHCa® S
(Bw. opfli gellmsn)
(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I gave notice of my questions at
3 o’clock today.

The first question concerns the Hon.
Minister of Finance and it is the ques-
tion of holiday warrants that are
being issued to the Tamil public ser-
vants who are not proficient in Sin-
hala in Sinhala only. This has caused
great hardship to some of these pub-
Tic servants. All of us are aware that
there are 2 large number of public
servants who are not proficient in the
official language but who have been
recruited through a medium other
than the official language of the day.
It is common courtesy thet communi-
cations addressed to them and docu-
ments given to them should, at least,
be accompanied by a translation in
the language they can understend. I
would like to mention one particular
case of a public servant who wanted a
railway warrant to travel from J affna
to Colombo but who had been issued
by mistake a railway warrant from
Colombo to Jaffna. This poor public
servant could not read what was
written there and presented it at the
Jaffna railway station. The booking
officer there told him that this
warrant was for a ticket from
Colombo to Jaffna and that he could
not obtain a ticket to travel on that
warrant. He had to buy a ticket and
travel from Jaffna to Colombo. This
is the sort of hardship that is being
caused to public servants who are not
proficient in Sinhala.

The Government served notices of
compulsory retirement on Tamil pub-
lic servants and subsequently with-
drew them and allowed them there-
after to continue in service. I say that
so long as they are in service they
should not be humiliated and subject-
ed to unnecessary hardships. This is
not the only case ; even in the case of

Bewfdm @535 ORDE®
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the issue of railway concessionary
tickets, season tickets, they are issued
in Sinhala. Sir, it is an offence for
anyone to possess a season ticket other
than his own. So that public servants
who do not know Sinhala run the
rigk, if they stay in a chummery or
boarding house, of carrying another
person’s ticket and of being charged
or prosecuted for using someone
else’s season ticket. I think, that is
also a matter that should be looked
into.

The other matter of which I gave
notice is a matter that concerns the
Hon. Minister of Rural and Industrial
Development. The question I want
to ask is about the Eastern Paper
Mills Corporation. In June this year,
six trade unions in the Eastern Paper
Mills Corporation went on strike on
account of the management’s
indifferent attitude to the demands
submitted by them as a joint body.
The unions resorted to this extreme
action of a strike because the
management was adamant in its re-
fusal to even discuss the demands.

The strike went on for three days
and was ultimately celled off on a
written agreement being entered into
with the Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of Rural and Industrial
Development to the effect that the
Ministry would refer the demands to
the Ministry of Labour and have
them settled by conciliation before
an authorized officer. An authorized
officer has been duly appointed, but
the management of the corporation is
dilly-dallying and placing all sorts
of obstacles in the way of the func-
tioning of this authorized officer.
The matter is hanging fire for the last
three or four months.

In the meantime, the management
has resorted to victimization of &
number of leaders of these various
unions. Some of them have been
transferred to Colombo and virtually
“ shelved ”. Trade union leaders who
held responsible positions at the
paper factory itself have been trans-
ferred to Colombo and put into
“ shelves”. That is the only way in
which I can describe the action that
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has been taken. They have been
given no work. They are just kept
there in the hope, perhaps, that they
will leave through sheer disgust.
Others have been interdicted on

flimsy  grounds. Still  others
have been put on compulsory
leave. This is a type of action
which, I think, even a private

employer will hesitate to resort to.
The management of this State Cor-
poration, however, besides resorting
to victimization of this type, has also
placed obstacles in the way of the
authorized officer functioning and
bringing about a conciliation.

I want to know whether the Hon.
Minister wil see to it that the
management co-operates with the
authorized officer and whether he
will ensure that good relations are
established between the employees
and the management of this corpora-
tion.

I understand that the unions have
made various charges of mismanage-
ment, some of them far-reaching and
important. One of the charges, I
understand, is that there was a
shortage of 155 tons of paper worth
about Rs. 300,000. It is a matter
that the Hon. Minister does not seem
to have taken notice of. I hope that
the Hon. Minister will look into these
matters and not give the manage-
ment a free hand to do things as they
please.

&. on. 8.14

¢, e o, &
(2ES0m)

(Bm. ere. 19 eraw. . @& e G & & & T—F6r

Sesa.

QLhes WS

QLT 6T )

(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera—Kala-
wana)

I ask the Hon. Minister of Cultural
Affairs and Social Services: (1) Is
the Hon Minister aware that the
Archaeological Commissioner’s term
of office expires on 5th December,
1964 ? (2) Is the Hon. Minister
aware that Mr. V. L. Wirasinha,
Permanent Secretary to the Ministry
of Cultural Affairs in 1961, had

1964 cce@ad 2
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already made an order that the con-
fidential report for 1960 of Dr. Sad-
dhamangala Karunaratne made by
Dr. C. E. Godakumbura cannot be
accepted ? (3) Why has his present
Permanent Secretary, Mr. A. S.

Kohoban Wickrema, postponed the
inquiry into this report till
14th December, 1964, when the
earlier Permanent Secretary has
already made an order ? (4) Will

the Hon. Minister instruct his Perma-
nent Secretary to inquire into the
allegations made by the M. P. for
Uduppiddi, Mr. M. Sivasithamparam,
on the Floor of this House on
13th September, 1963, that (a) the
Archaeological Commissioner has
forged all the checkrolls of his
department by having them entered
in the same handwriting and in the
same ink by one individual ; (b) the
Archaeological Commissioner has
accepted bribes to give passes at the
B. A. (Sinhalese) Examination when
he was examiner at the University
of London? (5) Will the Hon.
Minister take steps to recover the
bonus of Rs. 1,920 which the Archae-
ological Commissioner obtained for
passing the proficiency examination
in Sinhalese? (6) Will the Hon.
Minister declare that the two verses
printed at page G. 18 in the Archaeo-
logical Commissioner’s Report for
1962-63 are obnoxious because these
verses have: (a) insulted the
founder of Buddhism, Lord Buddha,
by stating that he went by lorry ;
(b) insulted the Maha Sangha by
saying that they disrobe after nefari-
ous connections with women ?
(7) Will the Hon. Minister instruct
his Permanent Secretary to retire
the Archaeological Commissioner on
December 5, 1964 ? (8) Will the
Hon. Minister appoint a public tribu-
nal to enquire into the allegations
made against the Archaeological
Commissioner who has brought the
Public Service into disrepute ?
(9) Will the Hon. Minister take
steps to reorganize the Archaeologi-
cal Department? (10) Will the
Hon. Minister reassess the functions
of the Archaeological Department in
the light of the proposed legislation
to give Buddhism its proper place ?
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Will he safeguard the religious as

well as the archaeological importance
of the Buddhist monuments ?

¢, on, 8.18
S1t5n D DO e,
(8. @rrawrenflésib)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

I have two matters to raise, and
one is with the Hon. Minister of
Health. I informed the Deputy
Chairman of Committees roundabout
4 p.m. that I will address this question
to the Hon, Minister of Health. Now
that he is not here, I hope he will at
least give me a written answer to this
question.

One Mr. S. Theivanathan, a hospital
clerk who was employed at Badulla
Hospital, was interdicted from his
duties in 1958 on a charge of shortage
of articles entrusted to him. Charges
were framed against him and, in the
meantime, the matter was handed
over to the police and the police filed
action in the Badulla District Court.
The case went on for two years and
at the end of a trial and a retrial the
accused was discharged.

In the meantime the half salary
that he continued to get was dis-
continued and a disciplinary inquiry
was ordered against Mr. Theiva-
nathan. The inquiry was not held for
nearly two years and it was only after
several representations were made
that the inquiry was held in August
1964. Up to date Mr. Theivanathan
has not been told what his position
is. Nor has he been paid any allow-
ances. He has not even an inkling
of whether he would be reinstated in
his post.

It is nearly 6% or 7 years since this
man has been under interdiction and
it is nearly four years since he ceased
to get even his half pay. I do not
know whether it is the fault of the
Public Service Commission or the
fault of the Medical Department that
the matter has not been finalized.

Mr. Theivanathan and his family
are virtually on the road starving
and they are unable to carry-on lifesT

D B

would appeal to the Hon. Minister to
investigate this matter and see that
this clerk, who has been discharged
on the charges that were made
against him, is reinstated or that half
salary is paid him immediately till
the investigations are completed.

The second question is addressed
to the Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions. I have already acquainted him
of the question.

There is an exhibition train that is
to move round the country. A few
days ago we saw the programme of
the movements of the train publish-
ed in the daily papers. I was amazed
and surprised to find that Batticaloa
and Trincomalee were omitted from
the list. I do not know whether it
is any discrimination—I do not think
so—but I think it is a very vital lapse
and I would ask the Hon. Minister to
rectify this lapse and see that the
train is is sent to DBatticaloa and
Trincomalee.

&. oo, 8.27

9. ow. om. wSwied Cw.
(gmss DO 8¢ ©lEe@m»
CCH D)

(8. erow. Ga. Cs. @flwrrds—sovdl
Yyewsafar Lrrrepwerps srilushe )

(Mr. S. K. K. Suriarachchi—Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Minister of Educa-
tion)

&éL 53672523 DS BN BN D B3,
gmben ob ©ededB O fn@hew
(&, & Sef. ®»8D ewn.) cd®»
O & DRe w5y 55y ©
By er) cOwuB. @D JemE ©2:0®
B5Y e HhBond eddh HESD E»
B2 Ch OB @E 6B, HEBENGDDD
250 32 &8 sNBWMRBEY BB 9Dk WS
6BRYBw |B wWéeurmB. & SAed
8302095 D% Do B DY
geed g@mmoenew S ALY D
. @ e mBm ¢Be® o Swd
8D BemGed B8 MCBB o e®
dryc S08B® 6® &utsw NG LD D5YY.
EBe®s’ ed DB wlunm gmxd 8O
638 6® érnd wdh HEBY E®
WD B g IR,
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(B anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)
50 ezl wndbh éTm Emnm
[2:80 BE@w]

838wdo8 Scn.

(8@ @furré)
(Mr, Suriarachchi)

I BB PO Cevny, &om
ENSDDNSDEHD T D gD WSO
RN

N e,

(B@L opibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

GINpLUISTy) G OBDDE L),
CHBY ¢ DO dmn.

&' 5O

38D Vwn.

(8an. @.rﬂ@ﬂ'fé@)

(Mr, Suriarachchi)

ged 86V Dzl e,

aé Eﬁﬁ@fl @%%om

(Qzorron gyafler aparfms)

(The Hon. Anil Moonesinghe)

I will acquaint the respective Min-
isters with the questions raised by

the hon. Member for VaddukkoddaI
(Mr. Amirthalingam).

I would respectfully bring to your
notice that if adequate time is given
for a Minister to be present—and the
Clerk of the House is informed in
time—it would be much easier to get
answers to questions. I do not
think that proper notice has been
given.

cIEMEY 0@ e,

(8. opbi gellmasis)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I gave notice to Mr. Deputy
Speaker at 3 p.m. I think five hours’
notice is enough for a Minister to
come from his office to this House.

Cﬂél i?.ﬁ@n @‘%&oaﬁ

(Qserrey yafley per&ms)

(The Hon. Anil Moonesinghe)

1f notice of the question is given to
the Clerk of the House the informa-
tion can be conveyed in time.
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Bow & WDSBNGEDDH
(97 5l& Furprusi)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Notice must be given to the Min-
ister concerned.

cS@ENEsY @ .

(&ap. ol gellmasin)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

I think Mr. Speaker normally
passes it on to the Chief Whip who
contacts the Ministers concerned.
That is what Mr. Speaker does. I
think the circular that was sent to us
says that we should give notice to
Mr. Speaker.

NS Sew.

(@t anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

If notice is to be given to the Min-
ister, we will never have answers
because Ministers do not turn up.

B3CeT &85 WD BNGWD DS
(QrBle Furprusr)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

You can give notice to the Chief
Whip.

GSENED 0@ Cw.

(8. opfigeflmsin)

(Mr. Amirthalingam)

You are the only person who is
always here Mr. Deputy Speaker.

oS ¢BCE Yohlion
(Qzerrey oyesfley Q,oa‘n‘r@;zba;)
(The Hon. Anil Moonesinghe)

The question was also asked about
railway concession tickets being
issued only in Sinhala. I will look
into thig matter and see that it is
corrected.

A further question was asked by
my Friend the hon. Member for
Paddiruppu (Mr. Rasamanickam)
about the exhibition train. Although
the train runs on the railway tracks
and the train is supplied by the
C. G. R., the exhibition train is not
under the control of my Ministry. It
is really under the control of the
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Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs. In any case, as soon as it was
brought to the notice of the Hon.
Prime Minister that the exhibition
train was not being halted at Batti-
caloa and Trincomalee, the Prime
Minister and I had a discussion and
we decided that it should be stationed
at Batticaloa and Trincomalee for two
days. The reason for it not being
stationed there earlier was that it was
supposed to run only for a period of
one month, but we have now decided
to extend it in order to provide this
facility to the vresidents of the
Eastern Province.

DT ondS
gof D SQum @I, wwm wdem Dw,
Question put, and agreed to.

afl@y el@is Qui g erhmEGareTeriute s.
o3 PeHACw &0 gMWMCD §. .
8230 ge &€» wwmuldds om,

1964 ce®a& 3 2» ool o
g . 10 @» e =@¢ Sedw.

@ SeTUg. s, @eTenpL 2 Serng
Brworen 56 Beoww . u. 8.23 &5
1964, wwewur 3 gyh G585 oflwrps
Broew qp. u. 10 welaowr 38
aldsls QUbHmdl.

Adjourned accordingly at
8.23 p.m. wuntil 10 am. on
Thursday, 3rd December, 1964,

pursuant to the Resolution of
the House this Day.
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