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House of Representatives

1970 R:cuwal 10 O» cwum e
Fafls @ penn, 10 @&Grrui 1970
Saturday, 10th October 1970
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F, 9. . 2 1olS@&HE Slp Gl FLlBTLST
Yourasar [eme @. a. &rgi] slwew sTE@
@) 7 & 6.

The House met at 2 p.m., Mr. DEPUTY
SPEAKER [MRr. I. A. CapEr] in the Chair.

SEDHICO 10D S
aﬁ@aﬁa@é@ urdiplped GllenL_gGer
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
CCiS QPG CTY)

Qarg Epa&@n® youwls Sl Bsar
LORRY IMPORT PERMITS

I ad% @ emlPea® Owi (DG
&)
(8. 15 aps6 5. 0CxsIr—sNairaT)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama—Kala-
wana)
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3o 16283—857 (70/10)

28 E8n&
TS G YaunSE G Qéser eupEELILIL.
Lar? (&) @da zurr@‘%@

L_eor ?

o @@&Quﬁ.

asked the Minister of Foreign and
Intecnal Trade: (a) How many per-
mits to import lorries were issued
during the period 1st January 1970
to 27th May 1970? (b) To whom
were these permits issued ?

8. ¢ld. dl’mem @w. (8ed @ ow
ef Bw cdge HOBey wiZEelxyn)
T og=19)

earpri B euigss  gewssflar  Lirrmen

1 & s s—Geaef s’ @,

werpd sriflugils )

(Mr. P. R. Ratnayake—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Foreign and
Internal Trade)
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ACBYSEC FOMEY, D8 thee8dedbecs
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10883 £ 83 62,383
8 @0 DT s 7,87,390
. @8efeid D8 4,54,038
8 ¥ O3 BT 1,653,840
o8 41,345
83 2,08,970
Hnd ... 30,66,662
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28 BEG
BewiEn DBNGDDD
‘feu FUTHETWSET oyl &er)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
. Question No. 2.

8. 8. e @w. (¢gRmBB §HOB
e 8Belsym )

(Bp. 9. arn g nrPdau—snal IeLFsF
Hler urrrenwer ps @&rilugns )

(Mr. B. Y. Tudawe—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Eduqation)
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. Question ordered to stand down.
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PENSION DUE TO WIDOW OF MR. P. V-
FRANCIS, HOSPITAL ATTENDANT

3. @& ADED. cahem (nCEC)
(sarfE Oery. seppriss—ard)
_ (Dr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)
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Lefliumr rr?

asked the Minister of Public Adminis-
tration, Local Government and Home
affairs: (a) Is he aware that the full
pension due to Mrs. J. K. Dayawathie
of 22, Elliot Road, Galle, widow of
the late Mr. P. V. Francis, Hospital
Attendant, has not been paid yet,
although Mr. Franz's died in
February 1969, i.e., 19 months ago ?
(b) Will he order immediate pay-
ment ? (¢) What does he propose to
do to avoid such scandalous delays ?

BC ¢ ¢C I . (Srdds sSuEmy,
BBy SICH ¢ wWeed » WmOgd &idd
ey ECeE» 1 eE W)

(8m. fo 5 gadiov—Curs pireursb,
o o rm &, 2 o BirL(p 2] DI ET
IwsFher Lurrrenespd arflusia)

(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Pub.ic
Administration, Local Government and
Home Affairs) :

(a) Yes. (b) Mrs. J. K. Dayawathie
is being paid a provisional pension.
The final pension cannot be decided
upon until the claims of the children
by two of P. V. Francis’ previous
marriages are decided upon. Parti-
culars are still awaited from the
parties concerned. (¢) The delay has
been unavoidable until the affected
parties decide to furnish the parti-
culars relevant to a final decision
being made.
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Question No. 4.
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(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera—Minister
of Finance)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Question No. 5.

BT Sen.
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(Mr. Tudawe)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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STATE FARMS

6. ©8. ey e Ow. (BWD.6
Ses)

(Sl et QgerersCanrer—zplssart
L)
(Mr. M. Tennakoon—Nikaweratiya)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture
and Lands: (a) Will he state the
number of state farms? What are
they ? (b) Will he table the state-
ments of income and expenditure of
those state farms for the past 10
years ?
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(Mr. H. M. Nawaratne—Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
and Lands)
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The answer tabled is as follows :
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THULHIRIYA TEXTILE FACTORY
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(Mr. M. Tennakoon)
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asked the Minister of Industries and
Scientific Affairs: (¢) What is the
cost so far incurrei by this country
on the Thulhriya Textile Faztory ?
(b) How much more does the Govern-
ment propose to spend on this
factory ? (¢) When is this factory
exvecied to go into production ? (d)
What wll be the annual output of
this factory, in yards ? (e) What will
be the cost of production per yard ?
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(The Hon. T. B. Subasinghe—Minister
of Industries and Scientific Affairs)
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MR. B. M. PODIMAHATMAYA, YATIWALA :
RUBBER REPLANTING SUBSIDY
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(Mr. M. Tennakoon—on behalf of

Mr. D. P. R. W:zerasekera—Dechiowita)
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asked the Minister of Plantation
Industry and Minister of Constitu-
tional Affairs: (a) Is he aware that—
(i) Mr. B. M. Podimahatmaya of Yati-
wala, Dzraniyagala, applied on 10th
July 1959 to replant in rubber a
five-acre extent of land called
Tennepitahena, in Yatiwala, Magala;
(ii) h= was granted permission as he
stoo]l as an agent of Mr. R. M.
Mohoit'abnuhamy ; (iii) not having
replant=1 the lan1 in respect of which
permission had been obtained he
hal newly vplanted another block of
lani in ruhber ani had obtained
money on three ozcasions by mis-
leading the denartment and the
offi~ials ? (b) Will he take immediate
steps either to recover tR's!Z&gun\oof

erEsCeur

28 BEn&

money or to take legal action against
Mr. B. M. Podimahatmaya, as the
inquiry has revealed that he has
committed a fraud ? (¢) If so, when ?

2D, & . »8wDu® @w. (986
DESHBY BY ¢ OBy wmiBe€xy 2y
eC @)

(8. erd. ). ar. sriflweasib—Cgri” L &
Qarifle D FiflsSi LI T T GG Dé STl
s18)

(Mr. H. G. A. Kariyawasam —Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Plantation Industry)
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GOVERNMENT’S FINANCIAL POSITION
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(Mr. S. B. Herat—Hiriyala—on behalf
of Mr. N. Denzil Fernando—N=gombo)
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asiked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Will he give the following infor-
mation in recard to the state of
finances on 30th March 1956, 30th
July 1969, 30th March 1965 and 30:h
May 1970 : (i) Government funds as
cash in banks; (ii) funds with the
Crown Agents ; (iii) monies due from
the People’s Repuhlic of China ; (iv)
monies due from Burma ; (v) monies
due from other countries ; (vi) funds
with the Rubber Commissioner = ((vii)
monies due from other SOUTrees

70
28z B8RS

(viii) external assets; (ix) foreign
debt; (x) domestic debt? (b) If
the figures as at these dates are not
availaole, will he farnish the figures
available as close as possible to the
dates given above ?

ody qandc S5V, 99, cueds

(Quorrar sarf) erer. erih. QuGrrr)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
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“Will he give the follow ng information

as to the s.ate of finances—External
Assets ? ”

What do you mean by the “state
of finances” of the “external
assets ” ?

e® cmim gbeorm Neehst Dmn

DEE BTy Bwsy 5O,

The Monthly Report of the Central
Bank will give the facts.

cOB BeB w® wd 65T o
s8wl e WEYHO  eremn Y
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“ Funds with th> Rubber Commissioner;
Monies due from other countries ;
Monies due from other sources 2
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(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
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(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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VALUE OF FOOQD AND CLOTHING IN STOCK
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(Dr. W. Dahanayake—on behalf of
Mr. K. W. Devanayvagam—Kalkudah)
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aske] the Minister of Foreign ani
Internal Trade: (a) Will he state the
value of food and cloth'ng in stock
as at 30th March 1965, 30th July
1960, 30th. March 1965 and 30th May
1970, in the Food Commissioner’s
Department, the C. W. E. and Salu
Sala ? (b) If the figures asked for
are not available for the dates given
above, will he give the figures for
the dates nearest to the dates given
above ?
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(The Hon. K. B. Ratnayake—Minister
of Parliamentary Affairs and Sports—on
behalf of Minister of Foreign and Internal
Trade)
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1956.9.30
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13,02,44,192
10,08,49,632
13,42,21,093
18,23,62,298
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1960.12.31 57,24,968 1,27,11,162
1964.12.31 1,39,91,437 3,63,20,612
1970. 1. 1 2,49,66,600 1,18,26,100
1970. 6.30 2,04,37,400 1,37,40,900
Bisdn o wduE
s BN 00¢8E 000D Rdsln
D DO5mn@ ©oEEEDE
DOm®
O1. O1.
1970.6.30 2,47,56,629 1,91,70,928
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(¢) aPdLoucGerer §1 Qraflenr ranrn oevaln o mBuiuess Querg. (o) Qsr@ésiuce.
HoPognass Glyu 8 Buielear Gung esllGulalGss Gurlaeder Glumio® Qsriiurad
San_gauuim yenelaer LlereHLom oy ;
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30.9.1956 13,02,44,192
30.9.1960 1G,08,49,632
30.9.1965 13,42,21,093
30.9.1969 18,23,62,998
=LEmay Gonssalhular svsruard
D@ e ameyubluTml seller  meallaenssoier
Gl min §) Gl i &
epLuIT emLIT
31.12.1960 97,24,868 .. 1,27.11,163
31.12.1964 1,39,91.437 .. 3,63,20,612
3. 1.1970 2,49,66,600 .. 1,18,26,100
30. 6.1970 2,04,37,400 .. 1,37,40,900
WEET o) F eAG L
Baf @pi@EwH Ceduiuce 2 6T BT 65
il G 6B ¢ & Gl BT gisllaien & & el 6ot
Qs min G Glu mito §i
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30.6.1970 2,47,56,629 1,91,70,928
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(a) It is not possible to ascoriain the figures in respect of the dates mentioned. (L) The
availablo figures relating to the value of stocks as at dates nearest to the dates given are a3 lollows:-

Food Commissioner’s Department

Value of
Date Foodstuffs
Rs.
30.9.1956 130,214,192
30.9.1960 100.849,632
30.9.1965 134,221,093
30.9.1969 182,362,998
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment

Value of Value of

Date Foodstuffs Textiles
31.12.1960 . 5,724,968 .. 12,711,162
31.12.1954 .. 13,991,437 .. 36,320,612
1. 1.1970 .. 24,966,600 .. 11,826,100
30. 6.1970 . 20,437,400 .. 13,740,900

Lanka Salu Sala Limited
Value of Value of
Date Imported Loenl
Textiles Textiles
Rs. Rs.

30.6.1970 . 24,756,629 .. 19,170,928

Lanka Salu Sala Limited commenced its business activities in the latter part of 1967.
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CEYLON (CONSTITUTION) (AMENDMENT)
BILL

“to amend the Ceylon (Constitution)
Order in Council, 1946.”
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Precentod b the Hon. K. R. Ratnnnake,
on behalf of the Minister of Public Admi-
nistration, Local Government and Home

Affairs, to be read a Second time upon
Sunday, 11th October 1970, and to be
printed.
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL

“to amend the Local Authorities
Elections Ordinance.”
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Presented by the Hon. K. B. Ratnayake,
on behalf of the Minister of Publ'c Admi-
nistration, Local Government and Home
Affairs, to be read a Second t'mz upon
Sundau, 11th October 1979, and to be
printed.
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BANK DEBITS TAX BILL
“to impose a tax on debits made
against current accounts in commercial

banks and to provide for matters con-
nected therewith c¢r incidental thereto”.
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Presented by the Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera,
Minister of Finance ; to be read a Second

time upcn Sunday, 1ith October 1970, and
to be printed.
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“ii, A Five-day Week for Government
Servants :

In many countries of the world, parti-
cularly in the countries of the West, scme
sectors of the economy work a five-day
week. It is sometimes argued that a five
day week is intrinsically wrong in an
under-developed economy where the
emphasis has naturally to be on more
work and still more work. However, as
a practical proposition we all know that
the amount of work that an office em-
ployee can put in on a Saturday is neces-
sarily limited not merely beciause of the
general distractions of a social and domes-
tic nature which pertain to a Saturday,
but also because it is fundamentally
difficult to fit in an adesgquate programme
of work for a half-diy when the general
principle is to work a full day. Apart
from these qualifications, it would also be
possible to work the same hours during
a five-day week as would be done in a
five and a half day week, if the daily
hours are made a little longer. Thus,
instead of working from 9 am. to 430
p.m., perhaps if we could start at 8.45
a.m. and go on till 5 p.m. or so, we could
quite well catch up on the four hours
lost by not working on a Saturday.
Working a five-day week instead of as
at present five and a half days has also
certain other distinctive advantages both
from the point of view of the emplovees
as well as the economy at large. From
the point of view of th» emplovees a
whole Saturday off would not only be
less expensive in travellin3 to office and
back but would also provide mmore
scope for relaxation or attendn=s to the
domestic chores such as marketing and
shopping. Two full davs off at the ¢nd’
of a week would certainly be better for
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the health of employees and would mean
more time to be spent with the family.
By improving the morale of the worker

an increase in his efficiency could be
achieved by this means.

From the national point of view, a
whole Saturday off would be less foreign
exchange spent on the operation of bus
and train services and less wear and tear
on the transport system in general. These
are real advantages from an economic
point of view. A two-day week-end
would also make it easier to organize
voluntary labour camps which could
help both the office worker as an indivi-
dual as well as society in general.”—

BCC OB 2B 957, 8. emeBs
P OBYMew Ned c®m 6O 90
e&d, ®ew ewfErnd goeqy B
Bedsfen :

—*“There is one other advantage with
regard to the five-day week. For som->
time now Government has been consi-
dering the feasibility of making all Poya
days holidays.”—

O ImNDEd BuG® cade & B3
E® BB ® wdh Déearm w6
TR L EE WS Bear'em.

—“The adoption of a five-day week
can, without much inconvenience to the
organization of the administration and
to commerce, be adoptad to accommod ate
all Full Moon days. In any week in which
such a Poya day falls, th= corresponding
Saturday could be treated as a working
day unless, of course, the Poya day
happ-er;s to be on a Saturday or a Sunday
in which case no further adjustment is
required.”—
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“I am sure that such a measure would
be deeply appreciated by the people of
this country at large, particularly by the=
peasant who has traditionally loo%zed
upon the Poya day as a non-working day.
However, the Government does not wish
to make a unilateral decision on this
matter of a five-day week. I would
welcome the comments of trade unions
and other sectors of the community sn
that a decision which is acceptable to all
‘can be implemented.”—[OFFrCcIAL RFPORT,
20th July 1964 ; Vol. 96, cc. 1863-5.]
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“New Scheme of Weekly Holidays

The present scheme of weekly holidays
is far rrom satistactory. The last govern-
meant introduced 1t in hasie, and without
looking at carefully all the s.des of the
question. I believe that this subject
should ba reconsidered by the new
government from ail points of view.?”

ad € Helewwy
(Qsorres oymis 3 &aur QI )
(An hon. Member)

When was it published ?

gr2dc IRES. corzned
(soorfpll) Gery sappruss)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

This is from the “Daily Mirror ”
of 16.6.70, 23.6,70 and 24.5.70.

BICiEn WDIBNGDNSy
(-1 FuTpTWST oul ser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

It must be after the elections,
because it makes reference to the
present Government.

anln WBES. ewmnnd
(srfle Qerw. seppruss)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

“All the time there is much cenfusion
because the weekly holidays keep on
changing every week, almost. Besides, in
certan weeks, we get six working Gays,
with the result that an extra holiday had

to be declared off and on, to add to the
confusion. ”
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Taen he goes on to say that what
is necessary—his scheme—is that we
should have the Sundays and one
Poya day in the month as holidays.
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(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Pc.me Minister and
Minister of Defence & External Affairs)
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(Mr. Ratna Deshapriya Senanayake—
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Planning and Employment)
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Question, that those words be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.
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Question, as amended,

namely :

proposed,

“That this House is of opinion that the
Poya holiday scheme needs revision in
the light of experience, and suggests the
following new scheme :—The Poya day
and Sunday should be public holidays
thus giving a five day week to all
workers, and work should commence on
all working days at 8 am. and end at
5 p.m. with an hour’s interval for the
noon-day meal; and further, that a Se-
lect Committee of the House be appointed
to examine and report on this Motion.”

Bowids DS 5NwDDE
(e Furprwsr 9@l Ee )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
What is the amendment ?

e RES. comnnd
(sr G 1 Gere). soanpruds)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

That it be referred to a Select
Committee of the House.

oy, e¥womd Qw. (cALERS
(‘@@ G5, G?grguei;@&m.g_—a@r_}ﬁh_'_u}_)
(Mr. K. Jeyakkody—Uduppiddy)
S Elew .

GT(LDE BT

rose.

BewiEn DSIBNGWDBE

(e surprusi  oyourser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I shall permit the hon. Member for
Uduppiddy to speak on the main
Motion. We can adopt the amend-
ment proposed by the hon. Parliamen-
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tary Secretary to the Minister of
Communications ; it has been second-
ed by the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Planning and
Employmet. If the House has no
objection we can hear the views of

the hon. Member for Uduppiddy on

the main Motion.

&. o». 3.40

e, c¥womnd .

(8. Cs. QeuiCary. )

(Mr. K. Jeyakkody)

Qserras el suUTFTUSTUTEST, 5T 5T
rewriors Qaerrer srallls G155 G (seorHH
Omfieléih o903
TTWR&dr praser apos Qsrere Hood.

LiSeryy. SEpTUIGS )

Yaui ergFeCur Harumselley T Gar
r&a/b paraus@HL Gar wprensaun Cuas
SL 38 Mbg QB STOH
B gri Osiig apydsssss dapugoms
QLU ap g Qeliurosy GUGuUTip g apseT

BU gl @ULDEG LD,

psors om 9CriGwures Osrerbep
Q@e&@@ff, @@Q@gj;.f_}a, 9Crr&mreow wrir
Qaren® ap@msSmr eaeugae s@
WD oy g1 TS ey GTaTLG ST  Ap&@winr
arg. Ys@e OCsorrar ardll G7558
Qaraw® eupaeror @B 190 s eow

BTEIGer 25516H5 M.

TG & (@  (LPST Cu&Ew QserTey Y& G
G
GTETET [BTeT GTRT G 1em&s QFrae (1py-

aiser i Pl g Cure,

wriedme@pg. preor om @pg. Qaer
ofl &8 Lpen s ef] Qib, @l P w1635 1peniaaf]
QULb,  Lyramr  BerEiaef] g,
Qb BT T g 199 g @uIpESLD. BTG

YLrmeur e Fud

sarflg g;)@é;@Lb ST B S0 GTG g1 LooaT Gl
ps priadr aa&@  @rusapl Qe
Carapbrys@ ap g L red, erevear prer
erary  Qsifluwiriney o7 ih 1919 & a5 Lo6)
uregdss Qg AQECHar. rrer om
Qpa aerp apopliCe Cprarcl) Serm
s, HCFi_ors LYT WYy SYLDT G 6 & BT
str  HBapepuLTs dAPeuang  Dsayb
oG & Ruy_eor awrGCe &G per. 90s Cprg
S0, 255 g sr QSTL_ffLjerer  [FTLb
@ﬁﬂﬁi@;é@&pmmmm Coutev srarm s 65)5)}'6‘}‘@
oLiug Bsens sey_ib eredr Lien Bujh or(b G
15 Sp LGS peir.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

117
ede B ©Ow
2@ Gpop prar  GpGur Qe s
Qurepg  om@  AQupop prer o
Qaiery Q& Auirinsy Raod  @sap i’
Crer. (@prudpoyER e iude D13 SO
FET GTVGTLD ‘@{mj!_.@@-eé@ab GTar % &
@ ger. a1 Qearm Qargrer ymGsem
T @il ppsE ponaeflsy soger Hps
stiLBeBlody erarL g Qsfwess ..
P60 & 1 (LD @(&;fn_n"l_{
Qriuge@®, @ridpms@pon  d@apep
protrs G ahling arCaupsssssg. o6s
Cprg o Qpassons@h  Ouorssiaens
&w CprerwG pror  dQeperpurs @ mé
C @uurpa Bpfasaiser (@ pos&p
CalLigpe
aps dgwrer o Cotilorupy Qpfdlés
(TP T .

GT Bl

S@ns@  Qaafl

owow dbepomp Searrsds

Sps QL HQ sTesHaub G
Quraps @ps oyrerms; LgeG@ o1p s
Qarer s, yreris Cemaudayerer B)p
oar (Qusi sair 2 mg&u;r&@é;@é GFevey
BP@& arrgse oarw, @Qreav® el Cpr
Yauns Gup ofl & & Gl
Qpups Qsdig osSH0mEDmirser. 9T FT
s aisorg Cauon@Careréms OQod

6T & Hr Guir

FrisSsHOD. Bpg ouxfuiser, Geerefd
& 1pantosailg Yoy QFOuSHETE 6T s
Brew® wenfl Cpr ofey smtdLing Cat’ig.
BB ser. o5&y Qsorra earprlf
D UNEGT YYLFFT  YeuiFer SoIEGS
Coarer @Owar  GauchlL_uigen 5 DT 5 By
WG G5 &GS QaTen RarDC par. Qe L

Qﬁﬂ‘ﬁéﬂﬂ‘&ﬂ‘ff&sﬁr aura & Fe aap Breser—

&2 VDES. earzNG®

(sovr £ &) 19eiruy. FODFTUISS )

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Wherever that request has been

made it has been allowed. That is
what I know.

Y. oXwemmd S,
(B Cs. OewsGary. )
(Mr. K. Jeyakkody)

Under which Government was it
allowed ?
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(sor & Gery. senpruss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Under the previous Government
and probably under this Government
also.

onY. cdwemd .

(,@@ Cs. QeusCasmy )

(Mr. K. Jeyakkody)

So far as I am aware, there has not
been a general rule to that effect. I

understand that if any particular
officer wanted special permissior: he
was granted permission. That is not
enough. That rule must appiy to
everybody. Everybody must be given
permission  irrespective of the
individual asking for it.
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09, £8. fdofw dw. (B'=dd)
(@)L erib. Grib. (Lpow GLIT— /BB S@)IT)
(Mr. M. M. Mustapha—Nintavur)

I myself would like to offer a few
comments on this Motion which is I

think a rather important one. In this
country of ours there are various reli-
gions groups living, but during the
long and uninterrupted colonial re-
gime we had got used to Sunday
being a holiday. We had got used to
it for such a long time that it is diffi-
cult to think of any other day being
a holiday.

We have a glorious tradition in this
country that one religious group res-
pects the religious susceptibilities of
the other. After Ceylon achieved in-
dependence, when our national cus-
toms, our national dress, our
national way of living, are all coming
into their own, one cannot resist de-
mands for Poya holidays, national
dress and national language. We
cannot resist these, but I have a
feeling that because we were used
to a Saturday-Sunday week-end, we
now find various excuses to enjoy
once again the Saturday-sSunday
week-end.

But it was stated just now by the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Defence and External
Affairs that our trade relationships
sometimes suffer. It is not true to say
that Sunday is a holiday throughout
the world. Friday is a holiday in many
Muslim countries, particularly in the
Middle East. Ceylon has trade rela-
tionships not only with the Western
Christian countries but also with
other countries—for instance, Muslim
countries in the Middle East——

Bewids DHNNGDDHS)
(o1 Furprust oyorser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

What the hon. Member said was
that a certain percentage of the trade
suffers as a consequence of Sunday
being a holiday.

Bewldn €Y% LeIDCw
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(@) aponFL)
(Mr. Mustapha)

That is true. For instance, we will
have certain disadvantages in trade
relations by having some other day
also as a holiday.

All I am trying to say is that I am
not at all opposed to Sunday being
made a holiday in addition to Poya
day. After all, the Motion of the hon.
Member for Galle (Dr. W. Daha-
nayake) is that every Poya day
should continue to be a holiday

and in addition that Sunday
should also be a holiday. In
view of the fact that Friday

is a day of religious significance
not only to the Muslims of
this country who number about eight
lakhs but also to the Hindus of this
country who, I believe, number over
eight lakhs or almost a million, I
would suggest that Poya day and
alternate Fridays and Sundays be
made holidays. In other words in a
month there will be holidays on the
four Poya days, two Fridays and two
Sundays. I say this because, after all,
we are trying to please various sec-
tions of the people and the one and
only way you can please the Muslims
of this country—incidentally, Sir, you
and I know that today is Friday and
unless——

BT En DS 5NEDHS)
(2-u surprusi yaiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Yesterday was Friday !

Qedfen e,

(B apavgLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

That is so: I am sorry. The point
I was trying to make is that if Friday
is made 2 holiday. and todav hapnens
to be a Friday, I will realize early
in the morning that today is declared
a holiday for the benefit of the Mus-
lims and it is so declared barause
the Government has recognized the
fact that every Muslim has to go for
his Jumma prayers on Fridays.
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Therefore, in all earnestness and
seriousness, I would suggest tnat this
Motion be referred to a Committee
of this House so that this question
may be fully discussed. After
all, nobody is opposed. The Buddhists
of this country comprise 80 per cent
of the population, and therefore It is
reasonable, it is nothing but proper,
that every Poya day should continue
to be a non-working day. Nobody
will suggest now that it should not
be so. Every Poya day should con-
tinue to be a holiday, and in addition
two Fridays and two Sundays in a
month should also be non-working
days so that the Christians, Muslims
and Hindus would be able to per-
form their religious duties.

&. . 3.50

e, 2&. 8. Sedd » LW A .

(B Cs. evau. srih. llComyrger Liewr )

(Mr. K. Y. M. Wijeratne Banda)
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J. ¢8d Sw. (&Y B G 8x3%)
(3@t er. ,g,ym&iu——ﬁwmm 9 EIS & ST )
(Mr. A. Aziz—Appointed Member)
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, the proposal
before the House is not as simple as
it sounls. There are several prac-
tical qu=stions involved in this
matter. When one looks at the
proposal on the surface on= finds
that in.place of the one and a half
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(a8 €ca.] these workers. Tnere_ 1s, therefore,

days’ holidays two days’ holidays a deiinite advantage in havmg' two

are to b2 given. Good enougn. cont.nuods or consacutive holilays.

Instead of one and a nalf days’
holisays, tne proposal is to give two
days as ho.idays; and to make up
for the extra ha.f day adjustments
are to be made in the working hours
of the remaining five days ol the
week.

There is this question that has to
be considered. Under the present
system there are one and a half
days’ consecutive holidays. If the
proposal is that the pre-Poya day be
also madz a full holiday and the
working hours of the remaining five
days bz adjusted to make up for the
extra half-day holiday, that would
be an entirely different proposition
from the one that the hon. Member
for Galle (Dr. W. Dahanayake) has
brouzht before the House.

There are certain problems of a
practical kind which are connected
with this matter. The purposs of
having the pre-Poya day as a half-
holiday and the Poya day as a full
holiday was to make it possible for
the majority of the people in this
country to have full facilities for
their religious observances. When
there is a half-holiday immediately
preceding the full holiday for the
week, there are certain advantages
anl conveniences that are gained.
If the pre-Poya day is made a full
holiday the ordinary worker wiil

have two consecutive days as
holidays.
There are several workers who

have their workplaces in Colombo
but whose homes are outside, many
miles away from Colombo, ani they
go to their home stations only once
a week ; that is, they make use of
the pre-Poya day and the Poya day
for that purpose. But if, as has
been suggested, the two days are
split up and the Poya day and
Sunday are made two full holidavs,
it would be difficult for these people,
almost impossible for them, to get
to their homes and return to their
workniaces convenientlv: they
wou'd have to spend their time
travelling. So. if the proposal of the
hon. Member for Galle is arcepted
it woold cause serious difficulties for

I for one would be happy if the
present one and a half days’ holi-
days are made two days’ nolidays,
buat the two days must foliow one
ujon the other, so that the workers
could more wuseful.y utilize their
holidays.

B Es DSBNGDZEs
(- gurprwsr Dyaull Ger )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

There is an amenlment to the
Motion, namely, that this matter be
referred to a Select Committee of
the Houss, and I think that these

matters can be considered by that
Committee.

@& Scn.

(B@L gaden)

(Mr. Aziz)

I quite appreciate that. I am only
pointing out certain practical diffi-
culties that would arise if the

proposal as made by the hon.
Member for Galle is accepted.

BORTEs DS BN

(214 FLIT BT UIET 2JQUIT 6T )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! Th» Sitting is
suspeniled for half an hour.

8@ &0 gPmED MEMEDD ey 899
CeY @ ou. 430 © 23O0m wON Dm c&.

Y SETLIY. IJLoi ey @EJ)LQQQI'&‘QL}UL-_Q, LS emr
@b (9. w. 4.30 tromfl s prLbrinmudm my.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 4.30
P.M. and then resumed.

g8 S,

(@@ gyaban)

(Mr. Aziz)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in continua-
tion of my brief cbservations on the
Motion of the hon. Member for Galle
(Dr. W. Dahanayake), I wish to
state that I would really like this
question to be looked at from the
point of view of convenience, practi-
cability, and its use particularly to

the common people who would be
utilizing these holidays.

There is another point made, to
which also I feel some brief reference
is necessary. It is a point which has
been made for quite a long time by
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certain people in this House as well
as by groups outside, including the
press. It is in connection with our
trading relations abroad. They have
said that our trading relations have
suffered as a result of the weekly
holiday which is different from the
weekly holiday in several countries
of the world.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is my view
that during the last five years since
this new system of weekly holidays
came into operation in this country,
people not only in this country but
also in the outside world who
have trading relations with us have
actually got used to this new system
that was introduced five years ago.

I personally do not see any practi-
cal or other difficulty in continuing
the Poya day and the pre-Poya day
as weekly off days. It may be one
and a half or it may be two days, but
that is a different question.

Almost everywhere in the world,
whether our trading relations are
with regard to tea, copra, rubber, or
any other item, those countries with
whom we trade have got accustomed
to this new mode, and I do not think
business relations with any country
has suffered as a result.

B30T EN WM B5NWGNDEL
(e sUTBETLST QT &G )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Defence and Exter-
nal Affairs commented that commer-
cial trade had dropped by 35 per cent
on account of the change in the
weekly off-day. Your position is it
is attributable to other reasons.

¢Bed Som,

(@ oebew)

(Mr. Aziz)

That is my position. However, I do
not wish to get involved in a contro-
versial matter. But I will tell you
this: In the year 1966, our foreign
exchange earnings suffered to the
tune of Rs. 240 million;  and- the
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Government, the then Government,
tried to avoid accepting the reason
and the responsibility for it. But I
can tell you, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
that the entire loss of Rs. 240 million
in the year 1966 was due to the fall
in the crop of tea as a result of the
massive strike on the question of the
payment of Rs. 17.50 which the Demo-
cratic Workers Congress had in 1966.
It was a 45-day strike in which nearly
250,000 to 300,000 people participated.
As a result of that and also due to
bad production of tea, there was a
fall in the foreign exchange income.
—[Interruption]. It has nothing to do
with the question of holidays. I
therefore feel that as far as this ques-
tion of trade is concerned, it need not
necessarily create any apprehension
in our minds because, I believe, if
any fall in our foreign exchange
earnings has taken place, it is entirely
due to other reasons. Say, for
example, prices have fallen. I hope
nobody in this House, much less the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary, would
maintain that the prices have fallen
because we declared poya day a holi-
day. I cannot see what connexion
there is between the two.

If there is any variation or fluctua-
tion in the price of rubber—we hardly
produce seven per cent of the world
rubber requirements—It is definitely
not because we have Poya day as a
holiday and because people at the
other end are unable to receive their
telegrams on a day convenient to
them.

There is another aspect of this
matter which, I think, cannot be
examined by the proposed committee.
It is a political aspect. I pointed it
out to the hon. Member for Galle in
the restaurant and I wish to do it on
the Floor of this House. This is a very
cleverly worded Motion and has poli-
tical implications far worse than what
many of us here would imagine. I do
not know whether the hon. Member
for Galle has consciously done it, or
whether something in his sub-cons-
cious has prompted him to do it.
Knowing him as I do, I must say, in
spite of the differences that I have had
withnhim. and may be having with
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him now, I have personally watched
his political career with some mea-
sure of interest, with a deliberate
attempt at understanding.

Therefore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I
think it will be useful if the hon.
Member for Galle would throw some
light on this question when he replies.

This Motion has a double-edged
approach. If the Government does
not concede to this, it will get into
difficulties with the Catholic voters
who supported the Government at
the last General Election. On the
admission of the hon. Member for
Galle in the restaurant—Sir, I do not
know whethar our Standing Orders
permit me to refer to conversations
in the restaurant; if they do not, I
wish to express my apologies to you
—a predominant proportion of the
Catholic votes came to the United
Front. So, this is a very subtle move
on his part to tell the Catholics,
“ Look, I brought this Motion. I told
the Governmznt to make Sunday a
holiday. It was such an innocent
proposal. I did not ask them to take
away the Poya holiday. “I merely
said, ‘Keep the Poya holiday, but
also make Sunday a holiday’”.

As far as I am concerned—I also
belong to a minority group in more
senses than one—I am not averse to
any consideration of the problems of
the minority communities, L2 it in
the political sphere, be it in the
religious sphere, be it in the cultural
sphere, be it in the social sphere, or
any other sphere in which a minority
community is involved or the
interests of the minority commu-
nities are involved. Therefore it is far
from my mind that a facility to a
minority community should be
denied, But, not forgetting the
requirements of the minority com-
munities, there are general iniercsts
of th= country which, to my mind,
should receive priority and
_ precedence.

As I said, I would be grateful i® the
hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W.
Dahanayake) would in his repiy
throw scme light on this: if Sunday

Bewfdm 5P edAC®
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is not declared a holiday, the Party
to which he belonged, or he himself,
could tell the voters: Look, there
was an innocuous, a harmless,
proposal made whereby the require-

ments of the Buddhists were not
going to be disturbed at all ; yet, the
Government declined to consider
making Sunday a holiday, This
question cannot be decided by a Sub-
Committee or a Parliamentary
Committee that may be appointed to
go into it. On the other hand, if this
demand is conceded, you can see the
situation that would arise ¢ the
Government ; namely, the Buddhists
who are, by far, the majority in this
country, would say—and, to my
mind, could say very rightly—that
a facility which was based on their
religious susceptibilities and beliefs
has been “fiddled with ” by the Party
that was returned to power Ly an
overwhelming majority of the people
of this country.

I see the point that a Parliamentary
Sub-Committee may examme the
position. But I think that that
Committee will have to be extremely
careful because it will find itself in
a very unenviable position. I, there.
fore, suggest that this question be
examined very carefully,

SoY 5 o w8 ot smrNem S,
(8@ Tger Csap9fu Co@pruss)
(Mr. Ratna Deshapriya Senanayake)
By whom ?

gl oo,

(@)L seien)

(Mr. Aziz)

—taking into consideration not
only the question of holidays, the
conveniences, and the practicability,
but also the question of the pol‘tical
implications of any decision that
would be made.

@D IDES. exvznc
(sorflG L 196ruy. SO BT UGS )
(Dr. W. Dahanayvake)

May I reply ?
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(eu surpruar syeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
You mught explain any of the
points that have been made, pecause

there is an amendment proposed Ly
the Parliamentary Secretary.

g. oo, 4.44
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(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
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(Mr. Ratna Deshapriya Senanayake) :
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(sr 5 Qere). sonpruss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake) )
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Bewidsn DMEDDSh

(2 FUTHTWST 9T &6T)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

There is an amendment by the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min-
ister of Communications that the
Motion be referred to a Select Com-
mittee of the House for report. I
shall now put the amended Motion to
the House.

Weowl&m @C¢ eocwidznd Bl ygdna
80um €22, uwmuldm Ba.

apvelley, Dpssi aurgy $QSSILILE
T DS reTeTLILIL L .

Original Question, as amended, put and
agreed to.
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(Mr. Roy Rajapakse)

There is no Quorum, Sir.
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House counted, and a Quorum not being
present, the Division Bells were ordered

to be rung.
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Later, a Quorum mnot being present,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned the House,
without Question put, under Standing
Order No. 11.

Adjourned accordingly at
6 p.v. until 2 p.M. on Sunday,
11th October 1970.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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CHAIRMAN, V. C., AKKARAIPATTU

73/70.
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(Mr. M. A. Abdul Majeed—Pottuvil)
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asked the Minister of Public Ad-
ministration, Local Government and
Home Affairs: (a) Is he aware that
the salary of the V. C. employees of
the Akkaraipattu V. C. for April and
May 1970 was removed from the
kachcheri by the chairman and not
paid to the employees ? (b) Will he
take action to remove this chairman
in view of the many irregularities
committed by him ?
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(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike—
Minister of Public Administration, Local
Government and Home Affaris)
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Which of the three village councils
in Akkaraipattu the Question relates
to is not known. However, presuming
that the Question relates to Akkarai-
pattu South, the Answer is as
follows: (a) No. Salaries for April
and May 1970 have been paid in July
1970, per Vouchers No. 41 of 9.7.70
and No, 42 of 16.7.70 drawn from the
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Cam 8&n&
kachcheri on 9.7.70 and 16.7.70 res-
pectively. (b) Yes. Already the
chairman’s explanation for wvarious
irregularities has been called for.
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GALLE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL :
TRANSACTIONS

FINANCIAL
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(Dr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)
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asked the Minister of Public Adminis-
tration, Liocal Government and Home
Affai:s: (a¢) How much are the
arrears, inclusive of interest on ins-
talments, of loans obtained by the
Galle Municipal Council from the
Local Loans and Development Fund
and from any other sources as at 31st
July 1970? (b) What is the total
amount of outstanding bills due from
the Galle Municipal Council to the
Government Electrical Department
or Elect.icity Corporation as at 3lst
July 1970, and in respect of what
months are there bills outstanding ?
(c) What is the amount of revenue
due to the Galle Municipal Council
which the council has failed to re-
cover ? (d) What moneys has the
Galle Municipal Council transferred
from its electricity account or from
any special fund to its genersl
account ?
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(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)
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(a) A sum of Rs. 2,461,094.65 was
outstanding as loan and interest to
the Local Loans and Development
Fund as at 31st July 1970. No other
loans had been obtained by the Galle
Municipal Council from any other
source. (b) A total amount of
Rs. 305,346 was outstanding to the
Ceylon Electricity Board as at 3lst
July 1970. Bills were outstanding for
the months of April, May, June and
July 1970 to make up this figure. (c)
A total amount of Rs. 1,794,412.75 was
due to the Galle Municipal Council as
revenue as at 31st December 1969. (d)
The Galle Municipal Council has not
transferred any moneys from the
electricity account or from any special
fund to its general account.
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