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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS

A

Abdul Bakeer Markar,

(Beruwala)
Abdul Caffoor, Mohamed Falil, M.B.E.
(First Colombo Central)

Abdul Majeed, Abdul Lathiff (Second
Mutur)

Abdul Majeed, Mohamed Ali Ahamed
(Pottuvil)

Mohamed

Abeyagoonasekera, George Hector
(Hanguranketa)

Abeysundera, Sunil Subasiri (Yati-
nuwara)

Ahamed, Mohamed Cassim (Kalmunai)
[by-election, February 1968]

Alegacone, Vraspillai Albert (Mannar)

Aluwihare, Wanisekara Bandaranayake
Wasala Mudiyanse Ralahamilage
Alick _(Matale)

Amarasiri, Matarage Sirisena (Hiniduma)

Amirthalingam, Appapillai (Vadduk-
koddai)
Annamalay, Veloo (Appointed Member)
Appuhamy, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage
(Bandarawela) [by-election, October
19661

Arambewala, Sugathadasa (Akmeemana)

Ariyadasa, Weligama Polwatta Galap-
pathige (Haputale)

Atapattu, Don Peter (Beliatta)
Attygalle, Dhanapala Piyadasa (Ratna-
pura)
B

Banda, The Hon. Mohottallage Dingiri
(Polgahawela)

Banda, Weerakoon Mudiyanselagedera
Kumbure Gedera Tikiri (Galagedara)

Bandara, Bamunusinghe Arachchige Heen
(Badulla)

Bandara, Dissanayake Mudiyanselage
Tilakaratna (Wariyapola)

Bandaranaike, Mrs. Sirimavo Ratwatte
Dias (Attanagalla)

Bandaranayake, Samuel Dias (Gampaha)

Beligammana, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage
Chandrasena Ratnayake (Mawanella)

C
Chandrasiri, Somaweera (Kesbewa)

Chelvanayakam, Samuel James Velupillai,
Q.C. (Kankesanturai)

Corea, The Hon. Srikumaradas Charles
Shirley (Chilaw)

D

Dahanayake, The Hon. Dr, Wijayananda
(Galle)

Daniel, Mahahitana Arachchige (Hewa-
heta)

Dassanayake, Dassanayake Mudiyanselage
Loku Banda (Gampola)

de Alwis, William Neal (Baddegama)

de Mel, Ronald Joseph Godfrey (Devinu-
wara) [by-election, March 1967]

de Silva, The Hon. Charles Percival
(Minneriya)

de Silva, Dr. Colvin Reginald (Agala-
watta) [by-election, May 1967]

de Silva, Lokuge Chandradasa (Bala-
pitiya) [election declared void, Decem-~
ber 1967]

de Silva, Peduru Hewa William (Devi-
nuwara) [election declared wvoid, April
1966]

Devanayagam, Kanapathipillai
(Kalkudah)

de Zoysa Siriwardena, Paul
(Minuwangoda)

Dharmadasa, Wanni Arachchige (Pel-
madulla) (by-election, October 1967]

Dharmadasa Banda, Ratnayake Mudiyan-
selage (Bibile)

Dharmalingam, Visvanathar (Uduvil)

Dias Bandaranaike, Felix Reginald
(Dompe)

William
Michael

E
Edirisuriya, Charles Francis Warnakula
(Tissamaharama)
Ekanayake, Ekanayake Mudiyanselage
Herath Banda (Mawatagama)

F

Fareed, Sir Razik, O.B.E.
Member) [resigned, Februa

Fernando, Thomas Quentin
[died, April 1967]

Fernando, Merennage Maurice Ruskin
(Moratuwa)

Fernando, Nicholas Denzil (Negombo)
[by-election, July 1967]

Fernando, The Hon. Warnakulasuriya
Ichchampullige Hugh (Nattandiya)
[by-election, January 1968]

G

Goonewardene, Cholmondeley de Fonseka
(Kalutara)

Goonewardene, Leslie Simon (Panadura)

(Appointed
1968]
Negombo)

Gunasekera, Jayalathge Gnanasekera
I(9136:::;]16.ar::xwela) [resigned, August

Gunasekera, Prins (Habaraduwa)

Gunawardena, The Hon. Don Philip
Rupasinghe (Avissawella)

H
Hameed, Abdul Cader Sahul (Second
Akurana)
Herat, Sirisena Bandara (Hiriyala)

Herath, Tikiri Banda Mudiyanselage
(Walapane)

Hettiarachchi, Don Frank (Nivitigala)
Hettige, Sirisena (Hakmana)

Hurulle, The Hon. Edwin Loku Bandara
(Horowupotana)
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Ilangaratne, Tikiri Bandara (Kolonnawa)
[by-election, February 1967]

Imbulana, Premachandra
wella)

Iriyagolle, The Hon. Imiya Mudiyanselage
Raphael Abhayawansa (Kuliyapitiya)

J

Jayakody, Jayakody
Lakshman (Divulapitiya)

Jayasingha, Stephen de Silva,
(Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia)

Jayasinghe, Donald Shelton (Wattala)

Jayasuriya, Gamani Nanda (Homagama)

Jayawardena, The Hon. Mahabalage Don
Henry (Kottawa)

Jayewardene, The Hon. Junius Richard
(Colombo South) [returned wuncon-
tested]

Jayewickreme, The Hon. Walter Geofirey
Montague (Weligama)

(Ruwan-

Arachchige
O.B.E.

Jonklaas, Vernon, Q.C. (Appointed
Member)

K
Kalugalla, Idampitiye Rallage Punchi

Banda Gunatilaka (Kegalla)

Kannangara, Charles Nissanka
yaya) _

Kannangara, Mrs. Irene Wimala, M.B.E.
(Galigomuwa)

Kariapper, Gate Mudaliyar Mohamed
Ibralebbe Muhamood Samsudeen
(Kalmunai) [disqualified under Imposi-
tion of Civic Disabilities (Special
Provisions) Act, No. 14 of 1965—
November 1965]

Kariyawasam, Haputhanthiri Gamage
Albert (Bentara-Elpitiya) [by-election,
October 1966]

(Deni-

Karunaratne, Chandratilaka (Nawala-
pitiya)

Karunaratne, The Hon. Nuwarapaksa
Hewayalage Asoka Mahanama (Ram-
bukkana)

Karunasena, Wanni Arachchige (Pel-
madulla) [election declared wvoid,
July 1967]

Kathiravelupillai, Sivasubramaniam
(Kopai)

Keuneman, Pieter Gerald Bartholomeus
(Third Colombo Central)

Kotelawala, George (Bandaragama)
[declared elected by Supreme Court
consequent on the election of Mr. K. D,
D. Perera being declared void—affirmec-
tion, March 1969]

Kularatne, Hiripitiyvage (Rakwana)

Kulatillake, Attaragama Rajapakse
(Teideniya)

L

Lenawa, Wanasinghe Rajapakse Senana-
yake Senavirathna Bandara (Keki-
rawa)

M

Manickarajah, Suppramaniam Mylvaga-
nam (Trincomalee)
Mathew, Caluadewagey Nanda (Kolonna)

Mendis, Thenahandi Wijayapala Hector
(Katana)

)

Mohamed, The Hon. Mohamed Haniffa

(Borella)
Mohamed, Mohamed Izzadeen, Q.C.
(Appointed  Member) [appointed,

March 1968]
Mohamed Ali, Mohamed Ehuttar Hadjiar
(First Mutur)
Moonesinghe, Anil Kumar (Agalawatta)
[election declared void, August 1966]
Moonesinghe, Mangala Nath (Bulath-
sinhala)

Mustapha, Meera Lebbe Poddy Mohamed
(Nintavur)

Muthubanda, Pahuregedera (Laggala)

N

Naganathan, Dr. Elangai Murugesu
Vijayaretnam (Nallur) .

Naina Marikar, Mohamed Haniffa Marikar
Mohamed (Puttalam)

Navaratnam, Vaithianathar (Kayts)

Navaratnam, Vallipuram Nallathamby
(Chavakachcheri)

Nawaratna, Herath Mudiyanselage
(Minipe) o

Obeyesekere, Mrs. James Peter (Miri-
gama)
P
Pasqual, Dayasena Turnolius (Matugama)
Peeris, Simon Andrew (Passara)

Perera, Gamamedaliyanage John Paris
(Ja-Ela)

Perera, Kongaha Kankanamge Don David
(Bandaragama) [election declared void,
April 1967 : re-elected at by-election,
September 1967] [election declared void,
June 1968]

Perera, Michael
(Wennappuwa)

Perera, Dr. Nanayakkarapathirage Martin
(Yatiyantota)

Perera, Ranawaka Arachchige Solomon
(Kelaniya)

Peries, The Hon. Sir Pattiyapathirennehe-
lage Albert Frederick, K.B.E. (Nattan-
diya) [died, September 19671

Pilapitiya, Abeyratna (Kalawana)

Ponnambalam, Ganapathipillai Gangaser,
Q.C. (Jaffra)

Premadasa, The Hon. Ranasinghe (Second
Colombo Central)

R
Rajadurai, Chelliah (First Batticaloa)
Rajapaksa, George (Mulkirigala)

Rajapaksa, Mrs. Dedigama Hewage Lilian

Leticia (Dodangaslanda) [by-election,
January 1967]

Rajapaksa, Rajapaksa Dewage Ranapala
Wijayawardena (Dodangaslanda)
[election declared wvoid, April 1966]

Rajaratna, Mrs. Kusuma (Uva-Parana-

Festus Wenceslaus

gama)

Ranatunga, Ranatunga Mudiyanselage
Dingiri Banda (Kotmale)

Ranaweera, Donald Jasern, MB.E.

(Nuwara Eliya)
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Rasamanickam, Sinnappu Moothathamby
(Paddiruppu)

Ratnam, Karthigesar
(Kilinochchi)

Ratnamalala, Ran Banda (Kalawewa)

Ratnapala, Dr. Amaradasa (Appointed
Member)

Ratnayake, Kiri Banda (Anuradhapura)

Ratwatte, Clifford Senaka_ (Balangoda)
[election declared wvoid, January 1966]

Ratwatte, Mrs. Mallika Ellawala (Balan-
goda) [by-election, October 1966]

S

Saddhasena, Dr. Maduwe Hewa (Amba-
langoda)

Samaranayake, Richard Gregory (Ben-
tara-Elpitiya) [election declamed void,
November 1965]

Samarasinghe, Don Senadira (Kolon-
?gaggia) [election declared wvoid, June

Samaraweera, Wemullawatte Percy
(Welimada) [election declared wvoid,
November 1965; re-elected at by-
election, February 1967] [election dec-
lared void, October 1967 ; re-elected at
by-election, December 1968]

Senanayake, The Hon. Dudley Shelton
(Dedigama)

Senanayake, The Hon. Edward Lionel
(Kandy)

Senanayake, Richard Gothabaya (Damba-
deniya)
Senanayeke,

chiya)

Senerath, Somaratne (Amparai)

Ponnambalam

Maithripala (Medawach-

Seneviratne, Cyril Pinto Jayatilleke
(Mahiyangana)
Singleton-Salmon, Robert, C.B.E.

(Appointed Member)

Sinnalebbe, Abdul Latiff (Second Batti-
caloa)

Sirisena, Doolwala Galapitage
chandra (First Akurana)

Sirisena, Jasentuliyana (Bingiriya)
Sivasithamparam, Murugesu (Uduppiddi)

Hema-

Sivasithamparam, Thamotharampillai
(Vavuniya)
Soysa, Bernard (Colombo  South)

[returned uncontested]
Subasinghe, Subasinghe Mudiyanselage
Tikiri Banda (Katugampola)

Sugathadasa, The Hon. Vithana Aratchige,
M.B.E. (Colombo North)

Suriarachchi, Suriarachchi Kankanama-
lage Karunadasa (Mahara)

T
Tennakoon, Mudiyanse (Nikaweratiya)
Tennekoon, Pathiraja Mudiyanselage

Kapuruhamy (Mihintale)
Tennekoon, Tikiri Banda (Dambulla)

Thondaman, Vana Ena Kana Runa
Savumiamoorthy (Appointed Member)

Thurairatnam, Katheripillai (Point
Pedro)

Tillekeratne, Don Edwin (Ratgama)

Tillekeratne, Wanniarachchige Don

Stanley (Kotte)
Tudawe, Balaupasakage Yasodis (Matara)

w
Wanninayake, The Hon. Ukku Banda
(Yapahuwa)
Weerakoon, Punchi Banda Aloysius
(Wattegama)
Weerasekera, Dhanapala Philip Ranil
(Dehiowita)
Welagedara, Dingiri Banda (Kurunegala)
Welegama, Weerakoon Mudiyanselage

Raja (Monaragala)

Wickramanayaka, Beddage Don Ratnasiri
(Horana)

Wickremasinghe, Percy Abeywardena
(Kamburupitiya)
Wickremasinghe, Dr. Sugiswara Abey-

wardena (Akuressa)

Wijayasundara, Punchi Bandara (Kiri-
ella)

Wijeratne Banda, Kotugodelle Yapa
Mudiyanselage (Soranatota)
Wijesinghe, XKuruppu Appuhamillage
Leelaratne (Polonnaruwa)

Wijesiri, Rankettege Premachandra
(Kundasale)

Wijesuriya, Henry Edmund (Maskeliya)
Wijetunga, Dingiri Banda (Udunuwara)
Wimalasena, Nanediri (Senkadagala)

¥

Yalegama, Manamperi Mudiyanselage
Samararatna Bandara (Rattota)
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GOVERNMENT OF CEYLON

GOVERNOR-GENERAL
His ExceLLEncy Mgr. Winriam GorArLLawa, M.B.E.

CABINET

[RE-ForMED BY THE HON. DUDLEY SHELTON SENANAYAKE, SEPTEMBER 1968]

Prime Minister, Minister of Defence &
External Affairs and Minister of
Planning & Economic Affairs

Minister of State, and Parliamentary
Secretary to the Prime Minister and
Minister of Defence & External
Affairs, and Chief Government Whip

Minister of Agriculture and Food

Minister of Public Works, Posts and

Telecommunications
Minister of Scientific Research
Housing e o
Minister of Land, Irrigation and Power,
and Leader of the House

Minister of Home Affairs

and

Minister of Industries and Fisheries

Minister of Finance

Minister of Education and Cultural

Affairs
Minister of Social Services

Minister of Justice

Minister of Communications
Minister of Nationalized Services

Minister of Local Government and
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Information and Broadcasting

Minister of Labour and Employment
Minister of Commerce and Trade
Minister of Health

Minister of Information and Broadcasting
and Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Planning and Economic
Affairs

Thl&[ %,{ON' DUuDLEY SHELTON SENANAYAKE,

Thﬁ[ II)—Io:w. JUNIUus RICHARD JAYEWARDENE,

Th1$1 %—ION. MOHOTTALLAGE DINGIRI BANDA,

The HoN. WALTER GEOFFREY MONTAGUE
JAYEWICKREME, M.P.

The HoN. MAHABALAGE
JAYAWARDENA, M.P.
ThISI 1:1;-10N. CHARLES PERCIVAL DE SILVA,

Thﬁ IIE'ION. DR. W1JAYANANDA DAHANAYAKE,
The Hon. Don PHILIP RUPASINGHE
GUNAWARDENA, M.P.

ThISI PI;I(J»N. UrgU Banpa WANNINAYAKE,

The Hon. IMIvA MUDIYANSELAGE RAPHAEL
ABHAYAWANSA IRIYAGOLLE, M.P.

Don HEeNRY

The HonN. NUWARAPAKSA HEWAYALAGE
AsOKA MapANAMA KARUNARATNE, M.P.

Senator The HON. ALEXANDER FAIRLIE
WIJEMANNE

Thl\?I EON. EpwiN Logu BANDARA HURULLE,

The Hon. VITHANA ARATCHCHIGE SUGATHA-
pasa, M.B.E.,, M.P.

The HoN. RANASINGHE PREMADASA, M.P.

The HoN. MoHAMED HANIFFA MOHAMED,

The HoN. WARNAKULASURIYA ICHCHAM-
PULLIGE HucH FERNANDO, M.P.

Thﬁ I;HON. EpwARD LIONEL SENANAYAKE,

SENATOR TaHE HON.
AMARATUNGA, M.B.E.

JOHN ARTHUR

PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of State

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture and Food

Don PETER ATapATTU, Esq., M.P.

PrEmA CaHANDRA IMBULANA, Esq., M.P.
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Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works, Posts and Telecom-
munications

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Health

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Land, Irrigation and Power

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Labour, Employment and Housing

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Industries and Fisheries

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Commerce and Trade

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Education and Cultural Affairs

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Social Services

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Communications

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Home Affairs

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Nationalized Services

)

THENAHANDI WIJAYAPALA MENDIS,
M.P,

Esq.,

Ml;&. gamm Wivara KANNANGARA, M.B.E.,

Cyri. PINTO JAYATILLEKE SENEVIRATNE,
Esq., M.P.

STLEIP%EN DE SILVA JAYASINGHA, Esq., O.B.E.

DoNALD SHELTON JAYASINGHE, Esq., M.P.
SimoN ANDREw PEERIS, Esq., O.B.E., M.P.
NANEDIRT WIMALASENA, Esq., M.P.
GAaMANI NaNDA JAYASURIYA, Esq., M.P.

MEeERA LeEsse Poppy MOHAMED MUSTAPHAI,.
Esq., M.P.

MoHAMED HANIFFA MARIKAR MOHAMED
NamNa MARIKAR, Esq., M.P.

DASSANAYARE MUDIYANSELAGE
Banpa DASSANAYAKE, Esq., M.P.

RATNAYARE MUDIYANSELAGE CHANDRASENA
RATNAYAKE BELIGAMMANA, Esq., M.P.

Dincirt BaANpDA WELAGEDARA, Esq., M.P.

LOKU
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CHAIRMEN’S PANEL

Mr. Vernon Jonklaas, Q.C.
Mr, George Rajapaksa
Mr. S. M. Rasamanickam
Mr. T. B. Subasinghe
Mr. A. C. S. Hameed

COMMITTEE OF SELECTION

Mr. Speaker (CHAIRMAN)
The Hon. C. P. de Silva

The Hon. M. D. Banda
Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman

Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam, Q.C.
Dr. N. M. Perera

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, Q.C.
Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE

- Mr. Speaker (CHAIRMAN)
Mr. Deputy Speaker
Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees
The Hon. J. R. Jayewardene
Mr. A. Amirthalingam
Mr. Prins Gunasekera
Dr. N. M. Perera

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Mr. Rernard Soysa (CHAIRMAN)
Mr. M. Falil Abdul Caffoor, M.B.E.
Mr. M. S. Amarasiri

Mr. P. G. B. Keuneman

Mr. Lakshman Jayakody

Mr. S. Thondaman

Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan

HOUSE COMMITTEE
Mr. Speaker (CHAIRMAN)
Mrs. J. P. Obeyesekere
Mr. K. Thurairatnam
Mr. G. J. Paris Perera
Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera
Mr. S. Hettige

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

Mr., Speaker (CHAIRMAN)
Mr, M. Abdul Bakeer Markar
Mr. K. W. Devanayagam

Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe
Mr. K. B. Ratnayake

Mr. P. B. A. Weerakoon

LEGISLATIVE STANDING
COMMITTEES*

STANDING COMMITTEE “A”

. M. Falil Abdul Caffoor, M.B.E.
. M. S. Amarasiri

. K. P. Ratnam

. T. B. Ilangaratne

. Chandra Karunaratne

. P. G. B. Keuneman

. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike
. D. E. Tillekeratne

. B. Y. Tuaawe

. Neal de Alwis

. B, J. G, de Mel

. K. W. Devanayagam

. E. M. V. Naganathan

. Festus Perera

. N. M. Perera

. N. Denzil Fernando

. A. Ratnapala

. R. P. Wijesiri

. Maithripala Senanayeke
. S. B. Herat

STANDING COMMITTEE “B”

. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar
. George Abeyagoonasekera
. Sugathadasa Arambewala
. P. B, G. Kalugalla

. H. Kularatne

. Leslie Goonewardene

. Prins Gunasekera

. Lakshman Jayakody

. V. Dharmalingam

. S. M. Manickarajah

Q

. N. Mathew
. B. Ranatunga

B. Lenawa

A. Wickremasinghe
. B. Wijetunga
. B. A. Weerakoon
. Sivasithamparam
K. K. Suriarachchi

cnnyg

Rl

. Bernard Soysa
. T. B. M. Herath

* A chairman is nominated by Mr. SPEAKER when a Bill is referred to a Committee.

4——ad 2389 (69/3)
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS

THE SPEAKER

TaHE DEPUTY SPEAKER AND CHAIRMAN OF

COMMITTEES

THE DEPUTY CHATRMAN OF COMMITTEES ..

Tue Hon. S. C. SHirLEy Corea, M.P.

MR. M. SIVASITHAMPARAM, M.P.

MRr. G. J. Parts PErRERA, M.P.

Clerk of the House of Representatives ..

Clerk-Assistant

S. S. WIJESINHA
S. N. SENEVIRATNE

Serjeant-at-Arms
Assistant Serjeant-at-Arms

A. J. R. pE S1va
R. ABEYSINGHE

HANSARD STAFF

Editor of HANSARD :
G. E. P. pE S. WICKRAMARATNE

Assistant Editor :
M. L. J. PERERA

Sub-Editors :

W. P. NANAYAKKARA
L. I. J. MENDIS

D. J. RANASINGHE

E. D. GUNASINGHE

M. A. M. M. MOHIDEEN
ey
A.J.

Reporters :

W. M. FERNANDO

S. M. P. B. SAKALASOORIYA
H. P. CyriL

M. C. M. SAYIRU

P. T. WIJAYADASA

. RAJADURAI

. NADARAJAH

. A. WIJAYARATNA

. M. JAYASOORIYA

. L. W. DISSANAYAKE

Q)
g
’
>

. KARUNARATNE

Q
[
=}
s
Q
=

. M. FERNANDO
. RANASINGHE
AHAMOOD

. ALwis

. L. JAYAKODY
. A. PERERA

RORHQg A mowng!
=

SR 2=

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Administrative Assistant:
M. R. H. pE FoONSEERA

Finance and Stores Section :

F. S. LivaNnace (Principal Clerk)
D. ATTANAYAKE

S. M. C. B. SAKALASOORIYA

S. G. WAIDYARATNE

RONALD A. DE SOYSA

Order Paper and Minutes Section :

E. B. V. Perera (Principal Clerk)
K. SEEVANAYAGAM

K. GUNADASA

A. SUBRAMANIAM

H. A. SUGATHAPALA

B. S. BODARAGAMA

V. KANDASAMY

E. M. PERERA

Establishment and Committees Section :

K. T. N. pE Siva (Principal Clerk)
H. A. B. WANASINGHE

K. KARUNATILLEKE

H. F. P. FONSERA

Bills and Questions Section :

W. C. P. pE FONSEEKA
D. PARANAWITANE
S. V. R. VETHANAYAGAM

Librarian :
T. V. GOONETILLEKE

Assistant Librarian :
T. T. S. S. AMARASEKERA

Senior Interpreters :
S. CUNJITHAPATHAM
C. W. PANNILA

Interpreters :
N. P. SIVASUBRAMANIAM
P. A. A. PERERA
V. S. AHANGAMA
H. WETTASINGHE
W. RAJASEKERAM
S. K, THAMBIPILLAI
N. SUBRAMANIAM
A. SELLADURAI
P. KANDAMBI
WO SUNDHARALINGAM
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House of Representatives

1969 &8z 20 2 PaedfsRBuY¢
eflwrps@penn, 20 wrs 1969
Thursday, 20th March 1969

g on 20 O S eHRCw did Sw. DSNGD
DS [o0&5 2. 8B ©IE emdwm] Guznsad
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The House met at 2 p.m., MR. SPEAKER
g};}m Hon. S. C. SHIRLEY CoORrea] in the
air.

eEHO B VeRICew B
ks [l OTes

epsoanidmia aps OFus
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

WD B5NGD )
(FLTprIIsST oair&er)
(Mr. Speaker)

I have received a Message from the
Senate which the Clerk will read.

som g ey wsY el vs R & acged
e =€ B8 Bwdm GL.

gonud Qewe Sl Sartaumn Gl Sew ks
ST -

The Clerk of the
following Message :

House read the

"y sedmn eenglPrnf DI emem
95785 Ve ACw BoodD® 6WRB e 8
@ -

Inland Revenue (Amendment).”

GCS edm:Ew &3
ForinssOUL L UGS rmser

PAPERS PRESENTED

Report of the work and the Statement
of Accounts of the Ceylon Tea Propa-
ganda Board for 1967. [The Hon. Hugh
Fernando].

wmePus On BT el Bewlo @ém G
sumSL & & @Qmdad @il tarull O’ g.

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

1. (176 @ ¢Rmndes d®) BB S ez 8®
e smesy 3 9 Do) Bw wdesny
BB G ODedDa,

2. (255 2» glmndw Om) DOS Bew giexs
smesy 153 wa 157 B} Loz B
wOesy OB G ¢S DPDESH DS

3. (206 B g8mndw 0®) 8O ®Ded sen
goezn smeny 129 (@) we 152 B
Qosl® wded ©mdm Ge gnd
Oxdud eeww. [l oy ]
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
1. Sessional Paper No. XX of 1968—
Report of the Tea Research

Institute of Ceylon for the year
1966 (Part I).

2. Sessional Paper No. XXIX of 1967—
Annual Report of the Tea Research
Institute of Ceylon for the year
1966 (Part II).

3. Regulation made under Section 6 of
the Food Control Act (Cap. 171) —
[The Hon. Atapattu—on behalf of
the Minister of Agriculture and
Food].

umelun O BFw apwd Bew o wém ¢l

gunLSL g Ged @méss st lanull oL g.

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

SARER dD ST,
@S 5@hE@H ariippe o seir
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

O Rw 9CE E 2w e
&L GEec] s @5 &

LEASE OF NELLI FOREST, GAL OYA

1. 8Vl Qoo DS Qw. (9&5HeD)

(8. Gperen GHewCadasr—anLimger)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera—Habaraduwa)

9D, DDA o S¢BAC OB sy
Ty @ ®E: (¢) oCRw et 5NB5NGBD
B8y emFTE Dmed emnsden
cmOww A¢ & Bede ? @D¢e ? (qo) &F
Bg WY ydwGewnye? s’ »®
00w e? (9) 8@0@s »H® O8
gAsY 825 ®ISHE ? (8) by
WG Fi WE OB BHese ?

srenfl, Briiurer, Rarehe s QY DF FT &
Car'r flay: (9) s  CE@prussm
FUSHTSHO&GF Fluwrar Qo aiers
Boor Greifsusrray U@ﬁ @fa}‘ﬁmsé@é GQasrBas
st Qererg ? eriGurg ? (o) &S &
oD gseni gl arr? odog Qsrib
vefwr? (@) Qsribueflurter o ser 955
W& &T Ser wiri ? () Rl TEBMHES 9D
L Qsrens eraicuera) ?

Bewfdw @538 OeHECe 4

Bm B8xa

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power : (a) What extent of the
Nelli forest situated close to the
Senanayake Samudra at Galoya has
been given out on lease ? When was
it leased ? (b) Is the lessee a private
individual or a company ? (c) If the
lessee is a company who are its direc-
tors ? (d) What was the lease rent
per acre ?

a& 8. 8 goeNy) (2D AC SHdx
@R —0oa®, WwB8Jce wm Ze¢€ e
GO eImDY) ;

(Qazorgey 12. (9. %gﬁuﬁg—u,@ab e
T B C@{@)mé&d‘——ﬁ_ﬁ'@ﬂ, Brimrser (Ner
Heng yebFFi FTTLUTS )

(The Hon. D. P. Atapattu—Acting
Minister of State—on behalf of the
Minister of Land, Irrigation and Power)

(¢)
9a@x A¢ & . deanwy ¢ eB»EE
o gb0c MPcDEw OB D ABDH®
eEng aP o dawnc BeAD Blen
cecmsyY e @} g ®é 600 =
D0 38 B EMC B eeen OB
AT Ve ¢ b, 6® e
1968 ccen®@dlew@ gdwsry w. 6@
ReWmbw MDD gOBY 6 6NN ;S
QA® PrBede N8 DD D8
Q0 WOWH wWéerrm wB) Gied. ()
Rerndon By 88 £&0@e. (9)
BDoe® gl weesy enmf. qud.

1Bl w. (8) ewfmbwud &8k
4 &.

Gt BHoNwE BOcE FuE D

S Qe DS Q.

(8. 9paren @emrGesasr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

DES QRO Bg & wum B

GG e sOme @R Dg ¢ %
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5y B ©® D B gB'
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D BNRDNHS

(gur'mn'cuesg‘- ‘gya.ui"&sir)

(Mr. Speaker)

I think what he said was that no
land within Senanayake Samudra
has been leased out.

g o’ wd D

(8. 9eren @arCsssr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

e godny W > By Mg
Ry en ? BxFesy D@ @A dg 6y
O gewvudsy mude?

a&K emusY R
(Qaorres o5 sU55)
(The Hon. Atapattu)
en. 9O Ppdede @
éwd 9800 WOBY WEEHB) Do
@ BDw Cyméed wexnsy D
G 5N.
8, ey mné unmn, ocRedd,
swuBCiC C
8m. O prenwssts, safiGL,

MR. P. NANAYAKKARA, DEHIPE,
PADIYAPELELLA

u SwinGlee

2. 8. 8. 98. ol Own. (Bceesy)
(8. M. 9. erb. Caprg—evev i)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath—Walapane)
B oW q@Bemsy Qi

g s (¢) B8 GEE, eeBees, 8.
ENENWEE 208 SHth  Gozny B/ 8B/3 (T)
an 1967322 8 cbem CBewsy &S
Goz 48/49 wOeny 196744 82 DB
ewnsY et D&Y Y
nB36® @) sl Benwd med® Ce
c? () cwem® 98 ©®8n =8w sven
wd e 8Ocwe? (9) d® =8 Ben
e 8 stmwmnsy W& gxd dnes
355 seHs) BeED® ewed e

GO-CSJ.@.

Bc? (1) gomss @emm®d. (i) ae,
(iii) &4, (iv) dwe. (8) ey exdd
as¥sn cdfedec? emnded O, &

@s¥e ?

dm BEna
CsBuww Crame YoLFFHIE Carr
e : () wBwuriniGlee, Qg oG L &

Coips B 9. prarwssrs 22.3.67 Csb
W PBJ/C[3 (7)) Qoésd &9 5 g BleT
(LP@ILD, & L 19 S BLD 48/49 Qar &1p @) Qur.
. pLggpi QsflesCear 4.4.67 @o penL—
Qupp Cpiapsals ufmessE, S PHBELILIL
Lrrr? (o) oeui @ps Cprapsls wufi
wsrs@s Corpd@rr? (@) Qs Cpi
psLILIP L eneude Qaaluf_tni’t s&aie)
soflerLiy. garg (1) sN6l & senaain, (1)
o wry (1) ereme_ (iV) Qi g %@um FLD
L ST er SOSOL&EET LTa ? (/) ojeui
@oZGhetley

Qe L ramr 2

Qziflay

Graor ?

asked the Minister of Nationalized
Services: (a) Was Mr. P. Nana-

yakkara of Dehipe, Padiyapelella,
called for the interview held on

4.4.67 for the selection of C.T.B. con-
ductors, by letter dated 22.3.67

No. PB/C/3 (7) index number 48/49 ?
(b) Did he present himself at the
interview ? (¢) According to the facts
revealed at this interview, what were
his qualifications in respect of the
following : (i) educational quali-
fications, (ii) height, (iii) weight,
(iv) age? (d) Was he selected ? If
not, why ?

Def. ¢ . Sl Q. (WEW™G,
dBésnr o Bes GOBed
c@m o —L»um oD OB
cTVQ)

(8w, eren. 1 eraw. mwEAman—06sTiLe,
Q1o

LI T T (@BLDGT D

&, oLl @inEsFifler
sriflwu sNeH—C sHwinw
Caranauaser eninsFir Frirs)

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Labour,
Employment and Housing—on behalf of
the Minister of Nationalized Services)

(@) ®®. (g) @, (@) (1) gswx
G SHBD 85 (@5 6BE)
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[2ef. ¢ Def. BwBoty Scs.]
QT G® s wmeddsY 66227 8B
Em B us’dc ug Wé®m Ce ¢s5I8®
gD guc®mbsyed Dwes 1966.1.31
65 EMO g8dig 20 O exn gy ©wH
g 35 O eT;E B @B
NG I Qwmmnes B 1966.1.31
6B MO b 20 » ©®yBen
crnBRen cnlsY Ry 6O BEsen
6wé emdbemny mD.

S 8. 08, ol dmy ®ca.

(.@CH)‘ fl. 9. erib. Q{@yﬂﬂ"&i)
(Mrc. T. B. M. Herath)

@6 DNENEWROE, b I ®

@  gusymHd BN, B
05005 tnéE  O®sn emdids  65nesY

e 55 Dacwsy “ el ACe Blemes

gme @R C B Dt gR D
®@20®®y B VCw O8B ad
I FDNE Im ey @m. 6®wo,

S8 2nesd), @8 ceddh " wpedny &
QLN 7 DEw 8dKNE2E Ew® G
B8RS vé 8Be®@rs¥ ) eEmPned
B8RS gHmR gumsw 3D SGarI®
&he ?

Ded. ¢ Did. Loy .

(Bap. erew. 19 eron. RuiSAEaD)
(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)

@0 O B8ury®m ®. & B Gew
ey beed sndec? BDwes gHE Do
D@ sl eny.

S. 8. 98, e @w,

(Bm. M. 9. erd. Comrs)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

cu? gy @8R Hw BeABEhexT.

Ded. ¢ Ded. Baslory .
(,%‘;@— GTGW. 19 GTGW. %QO’?r@m)
(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)
e ¢ gd b 8 goc 3% &.

S. 8. 98 ol .

(5. M. Q. erb. Caprs)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

G emBVen Dehehoy 6Dm
e ?

&im BExa

Ded. ¢ Ded. Lwliory Sen.

(‘EE@) Gra. 19- GT G- g:_g:ur@"r‘né‘;@}

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)

e Gt DCHEHESH D DB ©em
50 ¢A&.

S. 5. D9, oo .

(B M. Q. erib. Canrg)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

P sE®Dw ©0wud. o
cenecbhly drYery cnieeng?

Do

9. ¢ ded. Lcallory Ve,

(Bap. eron. 19 erow. sy A miaD )

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)

D g B DO COWE GBI B
B3R em.

3. §. 99. 9848 Dean.
(8. A. 9. erb. Canrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

DY 60wd goGH.

3. ¢ Ded. Swlody Do,

(8. eraw. 1. erov. RuiEan)

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)

D00 88& ¢y ®»O & G
. g DR Tnd B8E& gsIsm.

S. 8. ©8. eI @c.

(8. A. Q. erd. Canrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

O ydmed B o seHnsy
eI, dHe Gt O B Cexv®w A
eebhy ) DB B Deke ?

D BN BN

(FUrprUST e ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

oS @D D DVE0® TAD
0o B gerym B0 @5 o,

BBy Bz quegde Bt OO wensy 94
@5Y 505 s &emn.

S. 8. ©0. IS5 .

(8. M. 9. erib. Canrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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28m 88nsk
WD BN
(Furprus; el &eir )
(Mr. Speaker)

Is the hon. Parliamentary Secre-
tary prepared to answer that ?

. ¢ ded. ¥esBody Ocan.
(8. eran. 19 orew. uw&Ea)
(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)

No.
NVSDEacs, e »8Ses DY oy
DI EDR Ses.
Bwws ppsra, Caremihigw Ggmiiih, may
Gl rafhw

MRS. NANDAWATHIE, GONAPITIYA ESTATE,
NUWARA ELIYA

3. 3. 3. DR, cWSW .

(B M. 9. erib. Canrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

D& v AT e @ OBewnsy
s gF e (¢) DNOEDEw SHH
6w e 88w ey WOWS, DTS
o 6w B3 ®HNWDB @’ Swo
(T. @8. 98. cfmas’an Olalayilclog
) swm meosy e yus e
Oy Phs e I® dm» eIHE
wemsy WEmee ? (i) DT 5HD1B3—1961
@3 (i) BEBowr—1904 gA3  (did)
Q5Y HOB—1967 ccew®ad (&) & &3
O ¢l uuB 8¢8 movens cmnee &
¢? (9) & I D Ge’ NDCE gf)
c2% 63 ecxdny’ CENe®y e €D
CO®® emnes@enc ? 80 wenm emms
O&¢? (8) S 9ed 9mmd® =& oR)
D& B DE®De ? exndesd %@,
& @xfe?

G}rg;n‘&&cb, @{54’?‘5&@@5{@ 9GO LDF F G 1T G
Calli dley: () maBredu; Lo L g
0 & F Qaﬁffﬁrg; QEFW@L?_U @’5;1";_'_;_{5;— uf_;}lg,'rgé.’
@roflurer B s BBSTo5) 6 (8. ar.
YT GTLD. 2. &@ LIGHTL irof)asr weare]) & p
G LB 9TFer FuB sl /6
SULI L Liepr o gehlaéor 2yeoui QoueliCaumys s
sersr: (1) sp@rres 1961 nris ;
(ii) o r@ian 1964 Lpeor ; (iii) F BB rra s
1967 g &b ? (o) oyf s @auClairr 19156
GPip ermICa B 5.5 2 (9) @aGlaurm Fun
WEB Qb @enpeurs UPEISLILI L 6oy g7

2dm Bnh
YpCar aupmistirg e QuaCeams
oraueuere) ? Qurgss Garas creiaerel?
Gsp s
plag dens  er@Lirsr ?

(#) wré@liuemgems oot
Qzrlss  oyeur

2yerGme) erer ?

asked the Minister of Labour and
Employment: (a) Will he state
separately the amounts paid as
maternity benefits to Mrs. Nanda-
wathie (wife of Mr. A. R. M. Ukku-
banda), labourer of Gonapitiya
Estate, Nuwara Eliya, on the birth
of each of the following chiidren : (i)
Chandrawathie—March 1961  (ii)
Weerasinghe—June 1964 (iii) Indra-
wathie—December 1967 ? (b) Where
did each of these births take place ?
(¢c) Will he state separately the
amounts underpaid or the amounts
due to be paid on each of these occa-
sions ? What is the total amount ?
(d) Will he take action to pay the
arrears ? If not, why ?

2. ¢ Ded. LesBody e

(8lcm. eraw. 19 erow. Qs Ea )

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)

(@) (1) G. 89.29, (ii) &. 4135,
(iii) & 50.40. »8s ®eFerdB Sewry
B SBsY cVemy ¢®® Bec tndemm
o (§) ¢ uB 2@ 8Bed qsIens
0RO ediwe Ew. (@) 83 O gDad,
OmE Y, 8o e S0 . deed
99¢ AL gDu»d ImeDY
25 0B VY 8wd cwd® Ge o
50.40 = e 0@ ques 883F ond s®®
. (8) 9vm (o) FBD H® 65
5.

S. 3. 9O. oSS .

(&m. M. 19. erib. Comr 5 )

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

IR GDw. 2098 63515
oYeny exnd® 8o md @eilon
DCOWE ¢S BuBwr ey emSw
BRO @B BOWHMC 8¢C Bose ?

2. ¢ Ded. BesBoty s

(B, erow. 19 GTen. WA mam )

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)
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21BN NS

(FLIT BT WIS 9[@uT HGT )
(Mr. Speaker)

He states that he is unable to ans-
wer it now. He can give the hon.
Member the information later.

3. §. ©8. o¥Sw e

(‘Q@ A. 9. erib. G{@JDB"&'E)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

e0du ¢m DOHHHEC ¢C 6O
5O 99 B ec CHEDD oh
@OBDD B WOWAG ?

Ded. ¢ Ve, SwBory .

(Bl erov. 1. GTOV. uGma)
(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)

®3.

8 8. 28. e¥sw O

(B. M. 9. arb. Conrs)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

c® wdarsTRewsy e® DOW& B
st Bsgest 9836wy, Dy B
$8R DREOEed WEWE  ©¢EndD
c®53m20 wg wiBHBE aum Solcat>i
Senew comwmeg @xYe?

Ded’, ¢ . Swhorn G

( Bcw. erow- 19 oran. uISEan)

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)

T o 08 tens) I .
dewn® cews BowmD »HO® I o
SenE DO,

2982, 8. 8. oHswW vz, I
¢ 9dad
. Loy, 5. 5. Canrs, @%miurflu &2vento

oy &ifluri

MR. W. P. B. HERATH, RETIRED HEAD MASTER

4, 8. 8. 8. ¥l .

(8. A. 9. erid. Canrg)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

g 0 egots B WOWD) FOD
o’ @y &d®e: (§) B/EITOC
seec D e 8 b ANED. 8. J.
el éf @mmy Bm® oxdm cded
1967.1.14 D e ? (g) DO cBemyzy
Sn® QB el 2533@25)3@5,@ Rl

28m B84
e & B @D O B BEne ?
(@) N0 Dend® 8@ QY ¢ &
D& B WEHHNG? 65n deed MY,
& @sPc? (8) S® QY 25 yde
6D 5O ZNE2rEn SO Ty Dend
G 880 @ Hwm WO®LAg? (¢)
erndetd »O, & Y ?

s, SATFFTT, HUETT YDNOFFDTE
Cal'r ooy (=) L] 8Sacy Lirt_gméyuder
L1 Gl e Lot Rl T e By Qaryy. (9.
1§ Cowrg @eriwrp  ILULILILL G
1967.1.14 opb CoBuar®? () IaumsE
&) greuen T udl b o arrd  FioLerGLor o et
Ly Guimr m;tzjgazirﬁﬁfu:_sﬁﬁh&w)@me&rumgq@
i ypeursr? (3) ST @) HEE oL Gar
o LGTTS Fiberty QU mEDsTHEs  gai
pLaugdens  GTOLILITTT ? 2y G eV, arew ?
(F) o LSTT & FLDLIST D @I LPEI &6 Sy Gu:-@Lb
BT
LITeIE  @IpEIE el pLangdens  erllLs

Lrrr? (o) y@rCps, aer?

ar pLPGalley o e/ LWL

asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Was it on
14.1.67 that Mr. W. P. B. Herath,
Acting Head Master of 2/Diggala
School, was compulsorily retired ?
(b) Is he aware that so far he has
not been paid his pension or an ali-
mentary allowance ? (c) Will he take
action to pay his pension imme-
diately ? If not, why ? (d) If the pay-
ment of his pension is further de-
layed, will he take action to pay him
at least an alimentary allowance
without delay ? (e) If not why ?

MmOEH BwesSed et (WS N
Bt BN DO GOBesw @EE
c®@3m oE »R)

(Blaw. srwef] RQU@ALT—SN6H, SOTETT
Hovsrr syoiwsefer Lrrr@HeTps i
SN )

(Mr. Gamani Jayasuriya—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Education and Cultural Affairs)
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28m 88y
S 8. 28 ef¥déwy Q.

(8m. A. 9. erv. Camrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

& e 8w 6® YT mIOHY
ey M. Y 6»ICO Blenw S8
BeRsYersy e 8¢ ?

BcsSe Dea.

(8. equi@flu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

J e 20wy BxeECw® w6 gd
DB, CHEN® gHE EHIR.

S 8. 90. ol @wn.

(8. M. Q. erib. Canrg)
(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)

OV gdlie WS e @€
5 om & Bedm B I E&e
3@ AGBOO b EEeADTD
e OPR® Bw DEHHDoe ?

Scoeades O,

(B guefu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

a0 WOy WS FDB®R.

o5y DGR exndmned 928 cde
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Qurevetianrpialg Cs1@ S : el ofl HRunsin

POLONNARUWA ELECTORATE : LAND ALLOCA-

TIONS
5. Cedny » Se& o Dcsn.
(eeEsy ®E1D)
(Bap. Sarsser oflC op A1 5—GLir aveir
a7 mIME )
(Mr. Leelaratne Wijesinghe—Polon-
naruwa)
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P g 9D® 299698 Bl
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arenfls s5Crflaer pLrs st or? (25)

& awfluJevenr
& (675 (& aranfl  Quib.s
Gl avadr 6ot 69 6 GT & 5 GT
Qg srewils 56 FHaer BT S S5
BT I ser epalh TES%T  CUond®  orF
ST srenflser of AQur@ésiL

rar? (@) @s8@srasls dausrusss
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ey er®lirar ?

GT G GoT 2

asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) How many land
kachcheris have been held in the
Polonnaruwa Electorate between
1965 and 1969 to provide land for the
landless peasants ? (b) If any, how
many allottees have been provided
with land at these land kachcheris
and what is the extent of the land
alienated ? (¢) Does he propose
taking steps to provide relief to the
thousands of landless peasants in the
electorate ? (d) If so, what are the
proposed steps ?

oG 8 8. ¢ 8T (028, 8By
™ FCAC OB m wemmNwD)

(Qserroy &. 19. 19 Goveur—arent), B
uraer, tlerefen & YOUDEFHLD FDLI (1pHen
QU(THLD )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader of
the House)
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(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 6

a& 8. 8. ¢ BCED

(Qaerrey €. 1F. 19 Hevaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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CEYLON TOURIST BOARD: APPOINTMENT
OF CLERKS

7. 8578 @ehod DS .

(8. 9peron GanGsssr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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asked the Minister of State: (a)
many persons applied in April 1968
for posts of clerk in the Ceylon
Tourist Board ? (b) How many of
them were holders of the Advanced
Level Certificate and degrees of uni-
versities ? (¢) How many were
selected for these posts? (d) How
many of them are graduates ? (e)
Is he aware that there is a feeling
that an injustice has been caused in
giving these appointments ? (f) If so,
will he take action in regard to this
matter ?

ol GDHSD D)

(Casorres 9555 5)

(The Hon. Atapattu)
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(Bm. 9perer @evnCessr)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)

DB BAE® b @B Bwxm S8
WO GC8WmE ©3e¢BDEO CLHRNEsY ey
eSO el D Ve Y, Sdw 88
o5 gRe B mBwd O g
6B’ sy FDOO®®w WEHDE ?

NS ey ) O,
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(The Hon. Atapattu)
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DANNORUWA—MORAWATTA ROAD

8. &b Y. I .cmel8s
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Cari’e)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—Yatiyantota)
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asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications: (a)
Is he aware that the Dannoruwa-
Morawatta road, about 2 miles in
extent, is in a bad state of disrepair ?
(b) Why has no action been taken
to improve this road and tar it ? (¢)
Will early action be taken to have
this road attended to ?

NG e Y el LwB® (Sded 3,
SiC o S wYed o ¢ @B)

(QsxarTey Queren G @ equichldri—o)r
srss s G0y, sure, spEl Curse
QUT S Gl YGNLDF &FIT )

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme—

Minister of Public Works, Posts and
Telecommunications)

(a) Though the Dannoruwa-Mora-
watta road is 5 miles in length, only
the first 13 miles is in charge of the
Public Works Department and this
section is being maintained as a
Class D road. The surface is gravelled
and in good condition except for a
few steep sections on the 2nd mile.
This will be metalled and tarred. (b)
This road will be maintained as a
good gravelled road. (c) Does not
arise.

ande DpY. 8. cueds
(soorfpl@ erer. er. QuUGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not know from where the Hon.
Minister gets his information.

oG oY edy Fwd@

(Qsorres Quomai G w; QWell&ETip)
(The Hon. Montague Jeyewickheme)
This is the information I have.

Hdw Y. O, cuelsd
(:551);?{@{@ orer. orib. QULASTIIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have travelled along that road
and I know the condition. I should
like the Hon. Minister to find it out.
—[Interruption]. All that I am say-
ing is that the road should be kept
in good repair.
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PANALGAMA SCHEME

9. 8uYed Qohow' s Q.

(8. 9ereon @HonCasar)

(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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Qsrens GT UG &) ?

QCerEsiiii
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power: (a) Did the River
Valleys Development Board promise
to obtain 4 acres of high land and
paddy land and a house for each of
the employees in the Panalgama
Scheme ? (b) How many employees
have been called for work in this
scheme ? (¢) How far have the pre-
paration of land and the building of

28 B

houses been successful ? (d) How
many employees are resident there
now ? How much has been expended
in this connection so far ? (e) When
will the employees who were re-
cruited under this scheme get land ?

od 8. 8. ¢ 8>

(Ozsorores &. (T, 19 feveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Bnen.

g5Yel qamewd .
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(Mr. Prins Gunasekera)
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
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MR. B. JAYASURIYA, RETIRED INSPECTOR OF
SCHOOLS
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V50)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Colombo South)
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that (i) Mr. B. Jayasuriya (Pension
No. 56713/P) retired from the post of
inspector of schools as from 5.8.64 ;
(ii) prior to his appointment as
inspector of schools he served from
1941 to 30.9.52 as a teacher (No. PE
7579) at (a) Kl/Sarikamulla Taxala
Vidyalaya, (b) Mr/Weligama Sri
Sumangala Vidyalaya, (¢) K/Hatton
Sri Pada College, (d) C/Wellawatte
Waisaka Vidyalaya, (e) Mr/Weli-
gama Sri Sumangala Vidyalaya, and
(f) Ku{_Maho Madya Maha Vidya-
laya; (iil) he is being paid pension
for his service as inspector of schools
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only ; and (iv) no action has been
taken to adjust his pension counting
his service as a teacher ? (b) Will he
see that Mr. Jayasuriya’s service par-
ticulars as teacher are forwarded to
the Treasury without further delay ?
(¢) If so, when ; and if not, why ?

BestaSe O,

(8. @)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

(a) (i) to (iv) I am aware. (b)
Yes. (¢) An application for pension
will be forwarded no sooner Mr.
Jayasuriya’s service particulars from
1.9.48 to 11.5.52 at Mr/Weligama Sri
Sumangala Vidyalaya are collected.

BN ctaRth D,

(& QL (@5 — QFrdiewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I asked the Hon. Minister of
Finance the same Question siX
months ago and the reply was that
they were awaiting the service parti-
culars of the officer concerned. It is
four and a half years since this
officer retired. He is in a state of
health which does not permit a very
large expectation of life. I would ask
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary
when he expects to get these service
particulars completed ?

BegaSe e,

(Bm u@iu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

This officer retired in 1964.

DBsND cwmBin D,

(B Quir@i- QeEmriion)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Four and a half years ago.

$eeaSw e,

(Bm. pu@iu)

(Mr. Jayasuriya)

He has served in four districts. His
service particulars are not easily
available. So, we have to make a
terrific search for them and we are
doing our level best. We are fully
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aware of the difficulties that this
gentleman is undergoing. We shall
make every effort to have this work

completed as early as possible.

AB5ND cenBen D,

(5. Qe Qe riionm)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I asked this Question six months
ago from the Hon. Minister of
Finance and I was given the same
reply. Now 45 years have elapsed,
and this officer’s state of health is

such that there is no great expecta-
tion of life. Is he going to get this
pension now, or are you going to give
it to him after his death ?

DN BNEDD

(LT prisi el &ar)

(Mr. Speaker)

His position is that the particulars
have to be collected.

A8sNd et .

(Bm. Qui@L Geriiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It is for the department to collect
the necessary particulars.

Cozy ©tf3ed oD : o VDI
@eomens Grllli) eum@ : ear St
CEYLON SAVINGS BANK : EMPLOYEES
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(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
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asked the Minister of Finance:
(@) Is he aware (i) that the
Ceylon Savings Bank is a public cor-
poration established under the
Ceylon Savings Bank Ordinance
(Chapter 399 of the Legislative
Enactments) which does not receive
any grant from the Government but
manages its business with the deposi-
tors’ money ; (ii) that in terms of
Treasury Circular letter No. 543E/
164D of 15th May 1962, the Ceylon
Savings Bank has been categorized as
a public corporation on the same
basis as the People’s Bank, the Bank
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of Ceylon, etc; (iii) that despite the
above the employees of the Ceylon
Savings Bank have been denied
bonus, salary and other conditions of
service applicable to the bank
employees on the alleged ground of a
proposed amalgamation of this insti-
tution with certain other institu-
tions ? (b) Will he inquire into this
and take necessary action ?

ob @ 9. oy Bmwaem (8¢E
HOB)

(OQzorres . 9. el pruss—p5
SYDLDEFE )

(The Hon. U. B. Wanninayake—Minis-
ter of Finance)

(a) (i) Yes. (ii) It is correct that
the Ceylon Savings Bank appears in |
the schedule attached to the circular
referred to. (iii) Employees of the
Ceylon Savings Bank enjoy the same |
terms and conditions of service as |
public officers and not those appli-
cable to employees in the People’s
Bank and Bank of Ceylon. (b) Does

not arise in view (iii) above.

There is a further explanation
given in reply to the other Question
the hon. Member is asking. ile
might ask both Questions together.

DEsHD cenBtn .
(8w Quir@L- Qerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No, let us come to that later. My
Hon. Friend is a Minister for whom |
we have great respect. He is a |
responsible Minister of the Govern-
ment. He must not give a comic |
reply when I ask a serious question. |
When I ask him why, despite the
fact that their status has been
changed, these employees of the
Ceylon Savings Bank have not been |
given the terms and conditions of
other bank employees, it is no
answer to say that they enjoy the
same terms and conditions of ser- |
vice as public officers. |

@ady 5y 535N

(Oserras el priiss )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
They have been posted as such.
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28m Exns
DE5ND otnSBen .
(‘Q@ @uffr@t.'_ Qe miienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You changed the status of this
bank ; so you must change the terms
and conditions of service of its em-
ployees. That is my question. 'To say
that they are enjoying the terms and
conditions of service of public ser-
vants is not an answer. I have asked
another Question; I am aware of it.

o 25Y BsNGD
(Csarres eusrall priiss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

- The answer is given in the reply
to the other Question. If the hon.
Member will ask that Question also,
I might answer him.

. Cozm 0 Joid oD : G Dy &QE’J’
| o Bnwe Qe
Qonens Bsliy e : soruit 18
1L S apLD & LDLIGH 1% @5 th

- CEYLON SAVINGS BANK : BONUS AND SALARIES
| OF STAFF

14. &8 cwnlBen @wn.

(B Ouie Qeriiewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
| 8¢ q@Bewry iy sd®e: (@)
(1) Gomn cedSotd Boed 6t DB
6o QY BWwéen ecum’, YO
 St¢ Ben ecw@®m ecwn’  Cozm
6w oty Momed ek Tl wSsT
DYy 88BxF 1954 8O® B8 warvws
T RCewsy 9 @B R/;VEY ; (i)
1966 €23 @e 27 B 8» IO
 OWBED)  Comw et 8ot Doy el
ey esy D65y ®Prfee’ HhEBm ®e
Bty deISe®8 sum wews’ ewidsnd
 Idsicensy wd®dm Wéwsf g
O Bl Oz BEOO HR® LSy
GO T A 0P exF ®e ?
i“ TRASD cefdwey iy  wd
OB 6B DG O gdbe  wemsY
'O DB GuEndesd ced DBy

ey Y NRBHE® wen BBy gewe

28w B8RS
Q¢ ewle® ymw DAL e
erNE 8w W goé 68w Dend WO
DO 8Ywg wp®. ! (CGotm e 8o
AozND—1966 2088 HEBND 6 B
S99 6 (d) acx’m) (§) c®cw Hwoss
O Wméx¥esy wdee ?

BE gwuwssremrds Gor i @ : (&) (i)
oot |N Wi Seifledr o tb LG B SET o Wi F1eu’ s
tBen &y Fuiapi Qar@s@ero 1954 Iptb
ol  Qaridsin YHULS  FoUmW
Qemoas Gy ews ©aliureriser

Cal'y mpmsengub, (1) 1966 b gyair®
@er wrgih 27 op Cs8 poL Qupp enoi
urert eiml s QU S1G Sl L G5 1Ser
Qi Biorart aawersrs  fe»pQaip s
v Gur@eh, gos B (Lpew & (3
QaranrQar gyan plcuymsud erQEELIL)
Hv&wQuisLien gy gy peurrr : “ Lia au(h
Lmserrs pen Qupm epsa Cure, oG
&Tey @iy Srrewriond, 2eriQuii FibLieT
swrond umH-rigs Aevsw G Qsril
vgih Cueyb asBoassiiulrea ofeor
Ao BissliBge Cuer@un” (Gamems
Caliy e 1966 > oper® e s
gypsmasuiar 6 b LsssHe 6 (d) LsS)
WL uriss)? (g) @ er G ap g
Bd_(pn p&&HE  Carenr Qe @b ?

asked the Minister of Finance:
(@) Is he aware (i) that the
depositors of the Ceylon Savings
Bank have been requesting the board
of directors since 1954 to grant a
bonus and improve the salaries of the
staff ; (ii) that the following resolu-
tion was passed unanimously at the
annual  general meeting of the
depositors held on 27th June 1966,
but no steps have been taken to im-
plement it: “that the improvement
of the staff salaries and the payment
of an annual bonus should not be put
off any longer on the ground of a pro-
posed amalgamation as has been the
case for several years, and that this
matter should be settled early *.
(Vide: 6 (d) page 6 of Annual
Report 1966—Ceylon Savings Bank ?
(b) When will this be effected ?

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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2Bm BER&
oy DY 535N

(Qserren eueTel pTil&Es)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

(@) (i) Yes. (i) Yes. (b) The
conditions of service of the staff of
the bank are receiving attention.

I have met a delegation from them.
I have considered what they urged.
We do not want to do it piecemeal ;
there is a salaries commission

sitting.

pdBe duY. 9. eueld

(soor S erer. ertb. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That has nothing to do with this.

aé 25Y BBND

(Qaserre @eTeflBrlsEs )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

I have gone into this question. This
is a matter that has been in existence
since 1954 or 1958. From 1954 to 1965
you could not get the matter adjus-
ted. I have met a delegation and dis-
cussed the question with them. We
have come to some kind of under-
standing, and I hope something will
be done in the near future.

90. @bi@0® dumn, YNE 0 www
Chdew 8owd

2 MIAPSID,  SITLILITGTIT,
LOGETMLD, PO SIT

Ba. orb. eani 55

MR. M. ARUMUGAM, KEEPER, RURAL COURT,
MUTUR

16. 28. &. 2. 2B §€ .
(958 ©gdP» @575)

(@)L 6eTth. . GT&. (APSLDLLGI _9yefl—
AT (PSS IYESS HauT)

(Mr. M. E. H. Mohamed Ali—First
Mutur)
gRlméen G OBesf 20 EEBe®sY

e mBews’ gy Jdmw: (¢) §niSs
@Q@@Jé‘(, Q?Dél@ﬁ)@ ®wmmn, 1953.6.11
2 8m» dnc 8O INE o won Gnd
ed wmms® 882 o® wmew G@d
Yéwé mHPEL sfwds @ed, 5O
=2, 1956 & ®nee P& 1O
@@ men Gwd émé eSwd cD®

28w 88y

W gfec’e? () 88 wrySer
& DB eang N =8&hemcnsy 9C G
85 1967.5.31 92 & YW@, Torzn
B85y gBwwdmws @S8usY WS Ge
RO O e’ e ? (@) doed O,
Red gBWODEO ec® G BEDS
RO ? (8) 6@ vwemew gms ced D
B5YO & BeR 0w 6®sF FSS ey
S0 on D& cowe NPY 8Shemcossy
cChHnOnY O wim VP wEEw AEH
D¢ ? exvdesd mB, & @xfe?

bBwewssfer Lrrrenwsrps  srfusne
oowd Calr i@ : () 11.6.1955 G 95
BTG CPGIT et BEbETDG  S@veurrd
CLPSET i QU AWiresr Bn. Gara}"gé@mxr@ 251
p&Le oorii 5 Gliner & SreupsTIrrs Hunls
s B Qer 1955 @ev sari £ Gner pa sme
urersrd Slunfse L rrr? (gy) 31.5.1967
Qe Bw. apssms@Lrm Brisr usdeow
wib Gpps Fouer H8sg o sun Carfl g
wepals Firt9ssToraruem s e oy
(8) @)oo gpish] @&
Qar@ssiin’, uglCwsrer? (F) GeaauEs

QUTTT ? 2Genenfley
i ayeirer 1open pGUWIT(HE @, GuIpEISLILIL 19 (5
@b A ssGHN yerEyenr BT sTions@Ee s
uppluys Aops sbuer HEss5om s euLpEE
6 LI DALy %QG\}F@QUH’EH’ ?

asked the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Justice: (a) Was
Mr. Muttucumaru Arumugam of
Mutur appointed Watcher, Rural
Court, on 11.6.1953 by the then
President, Rural Court, Mutur, and
later during the year 1955 designated
as Keeper, Rural Court ? (b) Is he
aware of the appeal made by
Mr. Muttucumaru on 31.5.1967, asking
for permanency of employment and
a better scale of pay ? (c¢) If so, what
was the reply given to his appeal ?
(d) Will he consider making him
permanent and giving him a better
scale of salary as given to others of
a similar category ; and if not, why ?
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20. 29, 90. »IBN SN ME .

(e8ndem GOBew S 8Ce®sY )
eE D)

(@)1 orib. er&. erib. pudew) oflsGsri—
b5 oenndsifler LT T @BLEGT pd &l
&M&)

(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar—

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice)

(@) Mr. Muttucumaru Arumugam
was appointed Acting Rural Court
Keeper on 1st January 1955. His
designation was not changed after
that date. (b) No. (¢) Does not
arise. (d) No. Rural court keepers
are not permanent or full-time em-
ployees, and as such they are not paid
a salary. Every one of them is paid
only an allowance based on the
number of sittings held per month
in the courthouse in his charge. The
Wilmot Perera Salaries Commission
which considered this matter declar-
ed that it was difficult to justify a
salary scale for these employees as
long as they are not employed full-
time.

S A e EGwmnd.8s
@B ADER. whgmps Dnvn
Bwm. Lery. sGemsts, wrgsapn 6T
B2 g Bod L HeyQeruuiulL i

MR. W. KARUNADASA, REGISTRANT, LABOUR
EXCHANGE, MATARA

10. co@BwnE oW shsNw® S

(@e888w) (8. & & ¢ =&
O —ecSHNTE—eTRDO)
(8. owghflure CFepruss—ios

wré@—ﬁ.@@. DY Cop. o3. 19 GQoa—0 Fall

QU T—& T LI )

(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke—Mada-
wachchiya—on behalf of Mr. R. J. G. de
Mel—Devinuwara)

DO @0 AR GO@Bexrsy
ey sdme: (¢) DAED. wGemeses
(Botnes8od gomee 1/608/68/845) ©mnes
Qem ¢Blie e, dmd oo w8
emnd dfy Sefdr 8wmEdE Y
c5Y Ddrews’ Gwxdd & &8Sewe?
() @ BEYDED mdd dB S
WmEwcew B ©88 @mém aded

BewIdm @sI%) eFDCw
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28w EEna
WIHG ? 08 8O G¢ ¢ gdbie
Dz €8¢ ? (@) y Cuwes&8 emnd

g¥ery Bw® df SF® wens weon
¢? (8) opnesd Ewsg88c® md
seny g Hww D Bede? (&)
c@uOen &g 9o 6&pd dH

e wsw suesy ©Ox¥e? (go)
6® sy H5NO 83688 AR5 Dz’

BHBOO O SEwdS oY »HEhe ?

uFf  YowEsars

1/©8/68[845 erarp

Qarifley
Gaill elei iy
ufley Qesssom s S
sEsrE ererLer  1pdpGU  rE s,

anbur fCariant_  Oarife  Advwmsefe

Q& ifev,

z_t_cr?sinq.

o1 5 a8 sy BFerrs LBy QFdmiiu Qer
orri? (gy) wrgsep Osrife fevwussHCe
P& apepure erLQUTp g LBlay Qe
Ll i ? yger 96T or G BT gyt B ser
YA L ar? (@) erps Qsrifler aumass
o LFey Qe Qererri ? (&) gyeuir
uBeu” e 196 orgslar psBnTEer @)L
(2) Qostr yar@serrs

L1’ Qererer ?
Qaurs@ T QST INGIL L QIlpES APSTAITT &
Czer? (oor) s@ps Qarifd Qems®
VPSSP Qalr (PET QUHeUTTT ?

asked the Minister of Labour and
Employment : (a¢) For how many
years has W. Karunadasa (Register-
ed No. 1/®/68/845) been registered
in the labour exchanges of Matara
and Hambantota respectviely ? (b)
When was he first registered in the
labour exchange of Matara and how
many years is it since then ? (¢) For
what category of employment is he
registered ? (d) How many seals
have been affixed on his registration
card ? (e) Why has this person not
been offered any employment for so
many years ? (f) Will he take steps
to offer suitable employment to this
person ?
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28m 8&ndé

Ded. ¢ Vi, Swliory O

(BH. GTew. - GTow- gm@&]—;l@m)

(Mr. S. de S. Jayasingha)

(¢) @BED. Dhemgew (Cwnged
Gomw 1 1/@/68/845) @wmn gddig 8
&es 9 25 &b AR mEwCed ¢
e b o alsTemnd AdBdw & wmnd
e e 605 613 drewsd CuwrtEed
d 80 e, () 1959 ece®8 9 Em.
gBbig 98, & 3 o8 auo. (Q) B8
wé dBdey wemn. (8) 8¢ 31 =
Ca @, (&) ey WOWG AP Grem
80 20 @8usf WS Gm. Jenwy
ey 8 . (¢9) e&nes @ewEm®DcO
6D Cedmn dfle @mYeIcEO
I G emD® am®scsy g %I B
9E8uny W tMw.

DS BN G
(FUTBrST Sjeul&er)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 12.

G!dz 8. &, < &e"as
(Qaorrey &. F. 9 GAoar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I want two weeks’ time to answer
this Question.

g e 99 2»al 9fSvwy HSVO Bew
WE® G

dH@ma WHOmm Larsgdms wiIlEss

SUL Sl ol g,

Question ordered to stand down.

HE 83 @E®
Setlmmlw Lrein
TALPITIYA BRIDGE

15. @e8e 5Y. 8. cueddh (cciC
QemDEAD O —BGE—6DHNID)

(ser Bl 5 QUG T rT—5I(5.
Qavensl] (&5 QT B T—IIT 60T [ 169 [p—F T
Lrs)

(Dr. N. M. Perera—on behalf of Mr.
Leslie Goonewardene—Panadura)

b DB, e By g8 woed @
a@Bewrsy @y TImDe: (§) oG
Eed s ©8E Dded gméd mE 88

GTedl.  Grlp,

emduny vy BEms’S®
e CO B8ePedsy B8 wmeg WO
c? (g) CO S RNE@ B 63
G ecm cdede?

grermas s HCadk, SHEL
Curs@argssm Syawssomrds Cal'i @) :
() LI GRT 5 5159 D (LD,
aurr 1enaud @ hlent_ud eyerer 19 p Bl
Bopavassiin L gLl

FLITE,
arell Gy ig e
LTen  (pSeNe

(2)

SreTy QLU L g ?

Grur g1 ? G)euenaiLial g en GouiriLy.

asked the Minister of Public Works,
Posts and Telecommunications :
(a) When was the Talpitiya bridge
situated between Panadura and
Wadduwa on Galle Road declared
open first ? (b) Was there an alms-
giving to mark this occasion ?

aé oY ede Zwkdn

(Qaarreu @r.mreairr@r_@ e uiGh &rin)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

(a) The bridge was done in two
halves. The first half was opened for
traffic on 2.1.57 and the second half
in January 1959. (b) There was no
almsgiving. I do not know why the
hon. Member wants to know that.—
[Interruption].

eI D SEO O

Fwitnfsstiul L wCersréser

B1rns PRESENTED

Cozm ¢@8es MBD2EG 5Y oy )

CRITMEENED D E DG ey

eBwmd® worr@w (BRem Hoel)
8D eWmOdum

Qonmat) Umaseeaniyd snaueiseiergn Homel
wi§r aeder OsTHaTer el gD
ersn (@Q%mggew) wlersm

F&TUIF

CEYLON RAILWAY GUARDS’ AND LOCOMOTIVE
ENGINEMEN’S PROVIDENT ASSOCIATION
(INCORPORATION) BILL

“to incorporate the Ceylon Railway
Guards’ and Locomotive Enginemen’s
Provident Association.”
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Presented by the Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle,
Minister of Communications; to be read

 a Second time upon Friday, 21st March
- 1969, and to be printed.

98 VeREed AID®
FEOLI Lol 6y

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

ad 8 8. ¢ 8CD
(Qserrey &. (F. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I move,

“That this House at its rising this day

| do adjourn until 2 p.M. on Friday, 21st

March 1969.”
I would like to explain this Motion.

' In February, two days were lost as

the House did not sit on the 3rd and
the 4th, the 4th being Independence
Day. Moreover, it is intended that

| we do not sit in the first week of

April as two of the days on which

- the House would normally sit, name-

ly, the 4th and the 5th, are public
holidays. It is therefore intended

' that we sit on two extra days this

month and probably another two
extra days in the third week of
April in order to make up for the
lost days.

WD BN
(FUTpTUST Yalrser)
(Mr. Speaker)

How many days in the third week
of April ?

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qzorres &. (9. 19 Aevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Four days.

Bewddm I @eTRE

36
998 eacesd d€se

DI BNy

(Furprusi seuiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

That is, starting on the second day
after Poya ?

oG & 8. ¢ B

(Q@orra; &. (9. 19 Beveur )

(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

Yes, and going on for four days.
That will be the 26th, 27th, 28th and
29th.

WD BN SN

(surprusi oeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Or, is it starting on the 18th, the

third week ?

oa& 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Gserres &. . 19 Seovar)

(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

The first Poya in April falls on the
2nd, the second on the 9th, and the
third on the 16th.

WD BN WD)

(gurprusi ojeuiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

So, it will be starting on the 18th.

@nde duY. 9. cuedsb
‘ar G erer. orb. QuGrar)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is too early.

oG 8 8. ¢ 8>
(Qserras &. (T, Reveur )
(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

My office says, 19th, 20th, 21st and
22nd.

@l Y. 3. ceseddh
(sorp & erar, erib. QuUGrir)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That will cut into the hoiidays.
Why do you not put it off for the
fourth week ?
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o& 8 8. ¢ 8CD
(Qaerrey &. (F. 13 Qévswr)
(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)
That is, the 26th, 27th, 28th and
29th ?

Hndw Y. O8. cweldh
(soor )G erer. erth QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes.

o 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Gaorran &. 1T, 19 Hoaur)
(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

That will be all right by me.

D BN RN

(F LI BTGt e ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Anyway, you can move a Resolu-
tion to that effect later. Tlhe sugges-
tion is that it should be in the fourth
week. What is the position in regard
to this week’s Sittings? After
tomorrow, does the House meet on
the 23rd and 24th ?

aé 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qazorras &. (T, 19- @évaur)
(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

We are meeting on the 21st, 23rd
and 24th.

D ZNGD DS
(FUTBETWST 9T &er )
(Mr. Speaker)

On the 24th also ?

o 8. 8. ¢ BCD

(Qzorrey &. 1F. 9 Koar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Yes, if you have no objection.
Some hon. Members, however, told
me that the 24th will not suit them.
So, shall we drop the 24th and sit,
after today, on the 21st and 23rd?

1969 &8z 20

38
978 @edaced d&d

2N 5oL

(Furprust oeurser)

(Mr. Speaker)

We would like to know the posi-
tion definitely. I think that will be
better.

0 e@sYedy ¥wdn®
(Ozerrar @urenCL_@ oueigrin)

(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)
On what days will this week’s
Sittings be ?

o 8. 8. ¢ 8C>

(Qzerrey &. 1F. 19 SQovour)
(The Hon. C. P, de Silva)

On the 20th, 21st and 23rd.

WD BN DN

(FLIT BT IS C@/csm%a;ﬁh’)

(Mr. Speaker)

Does the House agree to the Motion
of the Hon. Leader that this House at
its rising this Day do adjourn until
2 p.M. on Friday, 21st March 1969 ?

wé @5y B2G
(Qserrar oymsssalrser)
(Hon. Members)

Aye!

g’ e SVum» CTY, wwmudm .
all@ ef@ssUUL® orh ms6sneTariiuLrL g.

Question put, and agreed to.

D BNGEWD DS

(FLTBrEi jeulSer)

(Mr. Speaker)

Item 1 under “ Notices of Motions

and Orders of the Day ”, in regard to |
the consideration of the Public Per- |

formances (Amendment) Bill, will |
not be moved today. So we need not |

put it off for a hundred years!
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(GOVERNMENT QUARTERS (RECOVERY OF
PossessioN) BILL
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|
|
|
Jl Order for consideration, as amended (in
f the Standing Committee), read.

l

¢ 0. 2.28

DENE cenRBen .

(&ap. Qi@ Qeriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I have to raise a point of Order re-
garding this Bill.

This Bill is ultra vires the Constitu-
tion. If in fact it is to be passed by
this honourable House, it will have to
carry a certificate from Mr. Speaker
in accordance with Section 29 of the
Ceylon (Constitution) Order in
Council that it has been passed by a
two-thirds majority.

My reason for stating that this is
ultra vires the Constitution is this.
This is a Bill which purports to give
the Deputy Secretary to the Treasury,
being a public servant, powers in re-
gard to all government quarters for
the purpose of ejecting from occupa-
tion any person of whatever descrip-
tion from any government quarters.

“ Government quarters” on page 4
of this Bill is defined as—

“¢“Government quarters’ means any
building or room or other accommodation
occupied or used for the purposes of resi-
dence which is provided by or on behalf
of the Government to any person, and
includes any land or premises in which
such building or room or other accommo-
dation is situated, but does not include
any house provided by the Commissioner
for National Housing to which Part V of
~ne National Housing Act applies ; ”

s aE®

Even if this definition by its own
implications were not wide enough,
the very fact of the exclusion of the
houses under the National Housing
Department, which was moved in
deference to a suggestion of mine by
the Hon. Minister, points to the
inclusion of everything else.

Government quarters are given to
two sets of officers. There are gov-
ernment quarters for which officers
apply, and on a points system the
quarters may be allocated, because
there is competition for the occupa-
tion of these quarters. The Govern-
ment has to select the officers and for
the purpose of selection there is a
points system. There are other gov-
ernment quarters which are given to
officers by virtue of their office. In
fact, it is one of the conditions of
appointment that they occupy govern-
ment quarters.

Then this Bill applies to quarters
occupied by judicial officers as well,
and by His Excellency the Governor-
General ; and you are giving powers
under this Bill to the Deputy Secre-
tary to the Treasury, by notice and
thereafter by affidavit sworn before
the nearest magistrate, to evict the
person who is in occupation of those
quarters.

Now, there will be no problem in
relation to the Constitution in res-
pect of those government quarters
where it is not one of the conditions
of appointment that the officer should
occupy government quarters.

Where the occupation of govern-
ment quarters is a term of appoint-
ment of that officer—doctors who are
house officers in the Health Depart-
ment, resident physicians and resi-
dent surgeons—they are analogous to
the fire service of the C.M.C. or am-
bulance drivers who are expected to
be in occupation of municipal quart-
ers as one of the terms and conditions
of service—any failure to give the
quarters up would amount to a breach
on the part of the officer of something
arising from his terms of service, in
which case it would be primarily a
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disciplinary matter vested in the
Public Service Commission under
Section 60 of the Constitution, whicn
says, “ The appointment, transfer, dis-
missal and disciplinary control of
public officers is hereby vested in the
Public Service Commission.” Any
action, therefore, in that regard will
have to be by the Public Service Com-
mission or as a result of powers dele-
gated by the Public Service
Commission.

In the case of judicial officers the
case becomes even clearer. The De-
puty Secretary to the Treasury may
in respect of certain categories of
public officers have powers delegated
to him by the Public Service Com-
mission, but under no circumstances
does he enjoy or exercise powers
delegated by the Judicial Service
Commission. The appointment,
transfer, dismissal and disciplinary
control of judicial officers is vested in
the Judicial Service Commission
under Section 55 of the Constitution.
Where the Chief Justice occupies any
government quarters or any other
judge on circuit occupies any quar-
ters provided by the Government as
part of the conditions of his service,
the question of the relationship with
his employer in respect of the pre-
mises he occupies is a matter which
comes under Section 55 of the Cons-
titution. Under the Constitution
those powers are vested in the Judi-
cial Service Commission and cannot
by this Bill be given to the Deputy
Secretary to the Treasury. Similarly,
in those cases where a government
officer occupies government quarters
as one of the terms and conditions of
his appointment, the question is one
under the provisions of Section 60 of
the Constitution for the Public Ser-
vice Commission, and if the Deputy
Secretary to the Treasury purports to

exercise any powers in respect of

government quarters it would be as
a result of the powers conferred on

him by the present Bill and without
any delegation of powers from the
Public Service Commission. And in

Bey GO

regard to judicial officers, having re-
gard to the fact that the definition
of government quarters in this Bill
is wide enough to catch up all kinds
of quarters, that is, even those quar-
ters which officers have to occupy by
virtue of their office, this Bill seeks
to give to the Deputy Secretary to
the Treasury those powers now held
and enjoyed by the Judicial Service
Commission, by an implied change in
the provisions of the Constitution,
and if such a change is intended this
Bill has to be passed with a two-
thirds majority in terms of Section 29
of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order
in Council and must carry Mr. Speak-
er’s signature to that effect. It is my
submission, Sir, that as this Bill has
come from the Second Reading with-
out such certificate, without being
passed with such majority, the Bill
as it stands is ultrae vires the Cons-
titution.

D BN G
(FUIT BTUIGI 9)aul Ser )
(Mr. Speaker)

I hold that no certificate from the
Speaker is necessary.

Are we to consider the amend-
ments singly or together ?

a8 Y. . cuedd
(sarfG erer. ortb. QuGrTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

One by one.

@y 25Y BBNGD

(Osorra euered prilss )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

This has been passed by the Stand-
ing Committee, Sir. We can take
them together.

e 95Y. 0. cwedd
(&;a.‘rr,.-ﬁ’lé;.? erer. ertb. QuGrrm)
(Dr., N. M. Perera)

No fear.
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WA BN RN D)

(Furprusr eirser)

(Mr, Speaker)

I am asking the Opposition to de-
cide at the beginning whether they
wish to consider the amendments one
by one or together.

e DY, 9. cweds

(srflg erar, ori. QuGrrr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I think it is better for us to consi-
der them one by one.

AEND oenBen .

(8. Quirey’ Qerdiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You have already ruled that we
cannot move an amendment except
where an amendment has been accep-
ted by the Standing Committee.

CLAUSE 3.—(Power to issue quit
notices)

202 @Wé» G wWoTTRBIG :
QFLwiutL. B ESsin
Amendment made :

In page 1, line 16, after “notice ” insert
“ stating the reasons for the issue of such
notice and”.

HeoAMe BB @ém» @2

TOSHULLLCOUHD BBSSD :
Amendment proposed :

In page 1, line 26, at end add:
“The specified period shall not in any
instance be less than two months from the
date of its commencement.”

AN owmBen .

(8@ Quiey. Qerior)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Sir, I have an amendment to that.
I move to leave out the word “ two ”
and substitute the word “ three ”. Let
the specified period be three months
instead of two months,

B8 nE®

Ggrnde Y. 8. cweds
(srflE erer. erb. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

B &5 wém» &

& nIau B G S,

seconded.

o DY B35NcW

(Qserrar eueret priss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

We discussed all that in the Stan-
ding Committee.

DS BNGDDNS
(Furprust oeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

Is the hon. Member for Colombo
South pressing his amendment ?

AEsND cenRBtn Do,
(Blap. Quiey_ Qerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
Yes.

¢ 800 cwidny Dém» Ge D9»w dony
Bewd emOum mOwd BIw @Mw  wm
gdme SQum ¢

DO0ADE ¢»2 “wwe” OWHWO s
AW DU I8 e wém Gl

@ elBsaGuHM L.

& TS G GoTLILG. “ @2 T GIT M@ 1T @1 (5
Qaum B Guwsese FUTBTUST euisonTed LKIrsLeiiu®s
SULILCL g

Question, that the word proposed to be

left out stand part of the Amendment,
put.

MR. SPEAKER, having collected the
Voices, declared that the Ayes ” had it.

ANV cwBen e
(55 Qi@ QeErdiovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
Divide !

O’ H O ACw 48 Dy DS Bowlow
woow —auw ©d 46 ; 360 8; wpedsy—
oo ,

seou, 48 wpin Hlawwm s e Bb A5 s g

gmiung 46 ; ergons 8.

The House divided (under Standing
Order No.48) : Ayes 46 ; Noes 8.
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8¢ weewidmw BOwm GEY,
ge.

ppand BlHSSHh AGESLULE, @hps6snarer
LI L &),

Benesm

Original Amendment put, and agreed to.

Doy B woowddmmndewsy, e@Pduwy
BmemB emduw  @mOwd BIs wRHedE
Bewla @Ddé» S

amesh Bmpssuulianry wEFrgrala UGS
wns @ mésGaenGo e 220Ul ILILL g

Clause, as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

NeEw Crausg 5— (Withdrawal or
suspension of quit motice)

wCdm Wéy (G WoodWw:
QeuwiutL. s s
Amendment made :

In page 2, line 13, at end add—

“ 5, The Deputy Secretary to the Trea-
sury may at any stage withdraw any quit
notice or suspend its operation for such
period as he deems fit.”

ad DY BN
(Qaarres euarefl priss )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
I move,

_“That the clause he read a Second
time.”

gy e S0u® G, wwmuddm B«
ale) NE&SLIILG, ammsCsTereriiLL g.
Question put, and agreed to.

oY Bu eV Budr omYduywy ©LeM»O
oy »ém» ¢

QuTEsID  ([@QraulMd  gpapwns 0N LILLE
0@ s To et CansgisbanereriulL g.

~ Clause read a Second time, and added
to the Bill.

SCHEDULE

W@ éz G WooRTRHes ¢
QFELWOIULL BEHSSLD ;

Amendment made :

_ In page 4, leave out lines 37 to 39, and
insert “ before the expiry of a period of
two months commencing on the ....
(state date), because . ... {state reasonhan

we ale

adr 25Y B5NED
(Qa6rre escredf pruiss )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)
I move,

¢“That the Bill, as amended, be now
read the Third time.”

i Do BMBEZD DB CE.
ey o10SHwbLLCUDDS.
Question proposed.

AEEND cewEen .
(B Qui@- Qerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I move to leave out “now” and
at the end of the Question to add
“ ypon this day one hundred years.”

oS 25Y BNGD
(Qs6rre cueTed FTUISE)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

This is chronic, Sir. The hen. Mem-
ber has got into the habit of propos-
ing such chronic amendments !

DS 5N SN

(SFLIT BTUIST 9o S6T )

(Mr. Speaker)

It is a chronic right he has.

DEENE cenRen Den.
(8w Quir@ Qsriiewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In deference to the Hon. Minister’s
wishes let us make it 99 years.

DS 5N DN
(FLT BTiET Sjeui &6r)
(Mr. Speaker)

Is the hon. Member pressing his
amendment ?

BN cwmBen Do,
(8. Quirey_ Q&riiovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes, Sir. I want to speak on it.
This Bill—[Interruption].

aé oY ede SwIB@
(Qserres QuranGL @ euwsisrn)
(The Hon. Montague Jayewickreme)

What is the use of wasting time,
Sir?
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(B Qui@L. QFrdier)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

It does not seem to penetrate your
skull, Mr. Minister. We are still
living in hope that it may penetrate
your skull.

This Bill is a blow struck against
the entire Public Service. It is a
Bill to arm a single officer of the
Treasury—I have nothing against
the present D.S.T., a very worthy
officer—with very wide powers. He
has been placed in a most un-
comfortable situation by this Bill,
by means of which the Hon. Minister
wants to place certain powers in his
hands. The D. S. T. is made a com-
plete dictator in respect of the occu-
pation of quarters by public servants.
That the Hon. Minister has a problem
in relation to certain quarters con-
tinued to be occupied by pensioners
and persons like that, I admit. I
admit that he has a problem, but
this is not the way to solve that
problem. By this means you are
arming a particular member of the
bureaucracy with very wide and
substantial powers which can be
used in a most discriminatory
manner against the lower ranks of
the Public Service. It can be used
to throw out even His Excellency
the Governor-General, the Hon.
Chief Justice, the Hon. Minister of
Finance himself, or a humble
employee in the Irrigation Depart-
ment or the C.G.R. or the Bridges
Organization occupying a hut in the
jungle, a land development worker
living in a wadiya in the jungle.
The D.S.T’s writ runs throughout
the Island under this Bill—[Inter-
ruption]. The Hon. Minister does
not know.

This Bill affects the army quarters,
the navy quarters and so on. We
have had occasions on which we have
disagreed on this Government’s use
of the army, but as long as we have
an army they must be housed.
Under this Bill you can eject all the
troops from Panagodas because
“government quarters” mieans any

BEme aEd

government building except those
which, as a result of my pointing it
out, the Hon. Minister has now ex-
cluded, namely, the houses provided
by the Commissioner for National
Housing. Any person occupying any
other government quarters can be
ejected.

This is a piece of legislation which
enthrones a tyranny in this country.
These people who claim to be the
defenders of democracy—they claim
to be the defenders of democracy ;
they went to the polls on that basis—
are arming a single public servant
with such wide powers. This is
something unconscionable, some-
thing that we cannot in any way
agree to. There were a number of

suggestions that were made in order
to see that justice shall be done, that
justice shall be seem to be done, but
those amendments could not pass
the majority of the Government
Party in the Standing Committee.
They were just steam-rollered and
rejected. And that is why, as far as
we are concerned, in the interests
of every public servant in this coun-
try to whom this Government has
promised so many things, in regard
to whom there have been so many
broken promises—/[Interruption].
Yes, the question of political rights
to public servants also remains to be
solved. And now you want to take

away from him the house he
occupies.

i, §d. Vwed AT WéTNw® .
(e®@ea)

(8. eris. . twe LiehTL T FTids—
Q&ribCrs)

(Mr. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—Dompe)

What about “Mumtaz Mahal ” ?

DEND R .
(‘g;-)@. G)un'r@f; Qe miienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Even your sacred place,
Speakeriois not safe.

Mr.
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(Mr. Speaker)

It is the house that is not safe,
not I

DEsND cwmBn .

(S Quir@) - QemriienT)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In these circumstances, as far as
the Opposition is concerned, we can
in no way support this Bill. And
that is why we have sought, in the
only manner in which at this late
stage it is possible, to express our
protest against this Bill by moving
that it be read the Third time ninety-
nine years hence.

& on. 2.46

Hde Y. 8. euveds
(sorf& erar. ern. QuUCrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

May I say a word in support? I
say that you should not proceed with
the Third Reading of this Bill at all.

The term “competent authority”

has been defined in this Bill as
follows :
“‘competent authority’ means the

Deputy Secretary to the Treasury, or any
other public officer authcrized by such
Deputy Secretary to be a competent
authority for the purpose of this Act.”

This means, in point of fact, that
in the outstations the competent
authority will be the chief clerk in
most instances. This will jeopardize
the position of a large number of
minor public servants who may not
be able to vacate the premises they

occupy because they have not got
their pension.

We just had the case of a pensioner
who has not had his pension for four
years. Supposing that gentleman
occupied a house and was asked
suddenly to quit? He does not get
his pension.

wGzn anE®

NSy DY B35z
(Qaorres aeraflpruss)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Maybe due to his fault. Maybe he

has not provided the necessary docu-
ments.

Grnda Y. 0. cuedsb

(BT Bl & ereT. GTib. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister of Finance is
now in occupation of a Ministerial
post. I also occupied that post.

odr DY BN

Qsorre ueTel pTi&Es )
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

Certificates may not have been
provided.

fﬁaaagcﬁ Dy, . cuedsdh
(sar G erer. erib. QuUCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Hon. Minister must know that
all departments have been instructed
that before an employee reaches the
retiring age the details must be pro-
vided by the persons in the depart-
ment, not by the employee concern-
ed.

oy 25Y B5NED

(Osorrey euarTedt prii&s)
(The Hon. Wanninayake)

But the officer sometimes cannot
get the birth certificate.

@B 5. 28. ewedd

(soor & erer. ertb. QUETIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It is not a question of the birth
certificate. Even so, that is also the
fault of the head of the department
because he has an obligation to see
that the files are completed. Each
person has a file, and the head of the
department must see that the files
are completed.

All that I am saying is that you
must consider the plight of the em-
ployee. He may not get his pension
for four years. Most employees de-
pend on their commuted pension.
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With the commuted pension they
may be in a position to pay a little
more and get another place. Whether
you like it or not, it will be black-

market rent that he has to pay.

Where will it lead you if you in-
discriminately use these powers ?
You can place a large number of
public servants in great hardship.

I am sorry I was not able to be
present at the meeting of the Stand-
ing Committee, but the Hon. Minis-
ter will remember that when we
discussed this Bill earlier we suggest-
ed that certain safeguards be provid-
ed in genuine cases. There are no
such safeguards here, and these pro-
visions can be used by any public
servant who is in a position of power
to take revenge on any minor em-
ployee.

Sir, the hardship I am thinking of
will fall most heavily upon the
poorest of the poor workmen, the
people who are occupying P. W. D.
quarters and various other quarters
like that. These are the people who
will suffer most as a result of this,
and I do not see any provision in this
Bill which will make it possible for
these people to be given some sort of
consideration when they are in diffi-
culties due to no fault of their own.

I do think the Hon. Minister of
Finance should, even at this late
stage, reconsider this matter. I must
say, in fairness to him, that when
he originally introduced this Bill and
we raised some objections he took it
back, but I see no improvement in
the Bill.—[Interruption]. Very small.
But this is a major question of pro-
viding a reasonable safeguard in
genuine cases. I am quite prepared
to believe that there are very bad
individuals who, even when they
have alternative accommodation, do
not want to go away. I can under-
stand provision being made to eject
such persons. I can understand their
taking power for that. That is why
I say that a reasonable Safeguard

e nE®

might have been provided for
genuine cases.—[Interruption]. This
1s not just a desire to be obstructive
or a desire to hold up the work, but
there is a genuine fear that we have
that these minor officials might uti-
lize this power in a way that is not
very desirable from the point of
view of minor government servants.
That is why I strongly support the
amendment.

“amS00 cwidzy WE® G ‘now’
B DO»e o oW camlPu mOwd B
e ” @ o »de S0um G

“@Queurwe”, eaain CFT d@elear UGS

wns @QoéEuns ” b @ SesaiuL g,

Question, “ That the word ‘now’ stand
part of Question ”, put.

DONADE ¢ “w e’ IWHWYI du A
DSHZHEDDS BB Yme WO GE.

ararpauisendE Geunm)
Yot eriitBs s

Grevseiearug. gy
Gwesr SFUTBMUET B [561 Te)

Ll g,

MR. SPEAKER, having collected the
Voices, declared that the “ Ayes” had it.

AEMB cenFen Dew.
(8. Quir@_ Qerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
Divide !

VY H @ ACw 48 O AW Boewaw
woew —uw @d 32; 84800 18; wpedn—
eREe L .

gon 48 v Bl%vwmh s L %rlles Bb MBS
Fniuns 32 5 erSors 18,

The House divided (under Standing
Order No. 48): Ayes 32 ; Noes 18.

“omQBuw LW, WoowdIMMEeWHY, &Y
sy O 26, Buwdw gnw” «» §C & D«
80um T wwmuddm B«

“ 1wBemam, Bmssuuiiang, @UOUTws
ppET(Mmih  (pen WG LUGLONE T eTED o6
@ NBESUIULE 6rd mis Qs Teren UL &,

Main Question, “That the Bill, as
amended, be now read the Third time”,
nut. and agreed to.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

53 1969 @8z 20 54

Cozm 8¢@ Ac 9HaAC Lo eYPum

oQOum’ veam 30 gHWMED  wWeowdDow
Mméewsy, POMDI Bud wdO» Wém» G

2SS, WBFTST G S SUULLAIT D ppaiT(m LD
Gpepuns wHUALLCUYH o Blap Cappi Gummg.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the
Third time, and passed.

Co IJEE G QLERIEC SHY
eIRBD

Qomens WearFrr o wCersr

CevyLoN ErLecTRICITY BOARD BILL

@0 86 BwBe® Bewlow Hwdm» G2
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Order for Second Reading read.

g. on. 2.54

oG 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Gasorras &. (F. 19 Sear)
(The Hon, C. P. de Silva)
I move,

_“That the Bill be now read a Second
time.”

The working of the Electrical De-
partment was inquired into in 1957
by Mr. J. G. Park, Electrical Engi-
neering Adviser to the Ceylon Gov-
ernment, with a view to reviewing
the then organization for public gene-
ration, transmission and distribution
and making recommendations as to
the organization necessary for future
development in the national interest.

M_r. Park’s report was received in
April 1957 and published as Sessional
Paper XVII of 1957. The main con-
clusion and recommendation of the
report are—

(i) the present structure of the
electricity supply industry is
unsatisfactory and a radical

change is necessary in the
national interest ;
(ii) a statutory body or corporation
known as the Ceylon Electri-
city Board be set up for the

industry in its entirety.

—6edm D6 Hwde

Now, Sir, in explaining this I
should like to quote from a Cabinet
Memorandum presented by the then
Minister of Transport, the present
hon. Member for Medawachchiya
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke), with
whom I fully agree :

“Tn view of the vital importance of the
public supply of electricity toc the overall
development of the country’s economy, it
appeared to me to be necessary that an
inquiry should be held for the following
purposes :

(1) to review the organization of the
public generation, transmission
and distribution of electricity in
Ceylon, and

(2) to make recommendations as to the
organization required for the
future development, in the natio-
nal interest, of electricity supplies
in the Island.

I accordingly appointed Mr. J. G.
Park, M.ILEE. Electrical Adviser to the
Government, to hold an inquiry with the
above terms of reference. The princinal
conclusions and recomimendations of the
Report are :

(a) The present structure of the elec-
tricity supply industry is unsatis-
factory in relation to existing re-
quirements and a radical change
is necessary in order to deal ade-
quately with expansion in the
national interest.

(b) A Statutory Public Corporation to
be known as the Ceylon Electri-
city Board should be established
to be responsible to the Minister
of Transport and Power for the
operation of the industry in its
entirety.”

Then the Hon. Minister says :

“I have given careful thought to the
matters discussed in the Report. It is
my considered opinion that the conclu-
sions and the recommendatfions are valid
and should be adopted in the national in-
terest.”

He further says :

“Tt may be of interest to note here that
the history of the electricity supply in-
dustry of most countries records that once
the industry has reached a certain stage
of development (the dividing line is
usually the emergence ¢t a regional grid)
the separate and independent systems are
integrated into a single system under the
control of a central authority handling the
generation, transmission and distribution
of power. The United Kingdom, India and
Malaya are examples of this process.”
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That is on the question of the for-
mation of a single authority. Next
comes the question of the local
authority and this is what the Min-
ister of Transport and Power said at
that time in his memorandum. I am
reading paragraph 5 :

“The proposal to bring the electricity

supply schemes of the local authorities
under the new corporation has naturally
caused concern among those bodies and
I have had several discussions with them
on the subject. In my opinion—and that
is the opinion of every competent person
who examined”

This is what the hon. Member for
Medawachchiya said at that time.

—““ questions of this nature here and
elsewhere——this merger is funda-
mental to the development of this
industry on efficient and economic lines.
Compromises such as generation and
transmission by a central authority and
retail distribution by numerous local
authorities have never proved sound tech-
nically or economically. The reasons
that may be adduced in support of this
view are many and a few are put down
here very briefly :

(a¢) With separate independent Ilocal
bodies, the electrical distribution system
cannot be planned or operated in the
most economical manner because dis-
tribution systems have to follow local
authority boundaries which are not the
best boundaries for electricity supply.
Electrical requirements are changing all
the time with the growth of loads;
whereas local authority boundaries are
generally speaking static.

(b) The existing local authority distri-
bution schemes with one or two excep-
tions are among the smallest anywhere in
the world and are therefore unable to
exploit the various advantages. In large-
scale operations, skilled manpower, for
example, which is very much in short
supply cannot be used to the utmost ad-
vantage. Overheads become dispropor-
tionately high, and the most modern
methods of operation are ruled out on
account of the size of the organization.
These inefficiencies are reflected in high
operation costs, high price per unit and
poor quality of the service.

(c) With but one or two exceptions
the distribution systems of local authori-
ties are badly maintained and under-
capitalized. Revenue which should go
Into separate maintenance and adequate
capital expense are related to their other
problems, and local authorities are not
able to procure new capital to meet the
expanding needs of the system.

—eedm D6 Hwd®

(d) The electricity supply is one of
those industries which is highly capital
intensive, and a single organization is
better placed to secure such capital from
sources not available to local authorities
and deploy such capital to the best

advantage.

In Ceylon there are approximately
IOéeziiﬂ’eren{ sets of Electricity Tariffs.
Differences in charges between Local
Authority Undertakings are not always
justifiable on grounds of cost differences
but often arise from differing amounts of
the contribution to the Local Authority
Funds, and lead to many difficulties at
adjoining boundaries of the Local Autho-
rity and the Electrical Department or at
the adjoining boundaries of the different
Local Authorities.

(f) Perhaps, with only one exception,
Local Authority Undertakings have
limited their activity almost entirely to
lighting loads; thus distribution means
are in use for a few hours only of each
day. Local Authorities are not equipped
to develop alternate use of electricity to
remedy this state of affairs.”

The inevitable consequences of a
fragmented electricity supply in-
dustry, as it exists now in Ceylon,
are well illustrated in the following
conclusions from an analysis of the
statistics collected by Mr. Park for
the purpose of this report: (i) the
Electrical Department’s average sale
price is 16.6 cents per unit; (ii)
the corresponding average sale price
by the local authority is 36.1 cents
per unit; (iii) the operational costs
of the department work out to an
average of only 28 per cent of the
cost per unit for local authorities.

It was decided (a) to take over,
when the board is formed, those
schemes which the local authorities
concerned agreeﬁ to hand over volun-
tarily, (b) to take over the schemes
of local authorities who are in arrears
in the settlement of their bills for
bulk supply for a period of more than
three months, and those who have
failed to maintain their schemes.
Provision is made in Part II of the
Bill for those purposes.

I now come to the Bill itself. Part I
deals with the establishment of the
board. It has the same powers and
duties that any other board has.
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Part II deals with the transfer to
the board of the government elec-
trical undertakings and other elec-
trical undertakings. Clause 18 .(1)
states :

“As soon as may be convenient after
the coming into operation of this Act, the
Minister shall, by Order, transfer the
Government Electrical Undertakings to
the Board, and may, subject to the provi-
sions of sub-section (4) of this section
and the provisions of section 39, by the
same Order or by a subsequent Order
provide—

(a) for the transfer to and the vesting
in, the Board of any movable or
immovable property of the
Crown required for the purposes
of the Board ;”

Clause 18 (4) states:

“Every Order made by the Minister
under this section shall be brought before
the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives by a motion that such Order be
approved. Where such Order is approved,
notification of such Order shall be pub-
lished in the Gazette. Every such Order
shall come into force on the date of the
publication of such notification of
approval or on such later date as may be
specified in the Order....”

The Senate and the House of
Representatives, therefore, have
control over the transfer of various
properties of the Department of
Government Electrical Undertakings
to the board when it is established.

Part III deals with the staff of the
board. Briefly, the Bill provides that
officers of the department shall be
deemed to hawe retired from the
Public Service! the ground of
abolition of officg, on the transfer
date. Clause 322@ states :

“ Every public officér of the Depart-
ment whose post isiabolished or deemed
to be abolished under apy of the preced-
ing provisions of this Ssection, shall be
immediately offered %employment by the
Board on such terms and conditions as
may be agreed upon byn%lch officer and
the Board.” . '

This matter was dicussed at several
meetings between the unions and the
department. I attended several of
those meetings. Ultimately the Minis-
try of Finance decided that upon the
transfer of the government electrical
undertakings to the board all posts be
deemed to be abolished, and that all

5—od72389 (69/3)
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those who were then in the depart-
ment be offered employment by the
board. That is obligattory on the
board, and I propose to introduce
an amendment to the Bill at the
proper stage—I do not know how it
will be worded by the Legal Drafts-
man—to the effect that these
employees should not get salaries and
terms and conditions of service less
favourable than what they are
entitled to at the time the board is
set up. I shall move an amendment
at the correct stage when this is
referred to a Standing Committee.
The terms offered to the present
employees of the department will in
no way be less favourable than the
terms offered to other government
servants under similar conditions
where a board took over the acti-
vities.

Part IV of the Bill deals with
finance, auditing and the annual
report.

I now wish to draw the attention
of the House to Clause 42 of the Bill.
It says:

“The Government is hereby authorized
to guarantee, on such terms and condi-
tions as the Government may determine,
loans raised by the Board from the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, or from any other inter-
national or foreign organization approved
by the Government. The loans authorized
to be guaranteed under this sub-section
may be denominated in foreign currency.

(2) All sums payable by the Govern-
ment under any guarantee given under
sub-section (1) are hereby charged on
the Consolidated Fund of Ceylon.

(3) All sums payable by the Board in
respect of principal, interest and other
charges on any loan to the Board from
the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development or from any other in-
ternational or foreign organization ap-
proved by the Government, or by the
Government under any guarantee given
under sub-section (1) shall, notwith-
standing anything to the contrary in any
law of Ceylon, be paid—

(a¢) without a deduction for, and free
from, any taxes, duties or fees
now or hereafter imposed by or
under any law of Ceylon, and

(b) free from all restrictions now or
hereafter imposed by or under
any law of Ceylon : ”
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These conditions are the same for
the D. F. C. also.

In regard to tariffs and charges the
main point is that all changes in
tariffs should be apprived by the
Government. Even toda, “inder the
present Electricity Act, tor the last
seven years all changes in tariffs
have had to be approved by the
Cabinet as a matter of principle.

Clause 52 (1) of the Bill says:

“_ ... tariffs as may be fixed from time to
time by the Board with the approval of
the Government.”

So what has been a practice for
many years is laid down here as a
legal obligation.— [Interruption].
In the past rates were fixed by the
department and approved by the
Minister. That is what the law says.
But as a rule all Ministers in charge
of power had to get Cabinet approval
before the rates were published. In
this Bill that practice has been made
obligatory.

Clause 52 (2) says:

“ (2) The tariffs fixed by the Board
under sub-section 30 (1)—

(a) ’ghall be published in the Gazette

B dxY. DO, cuedh
(sorflf erer. erb. QUGTrmT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

“With the approval of the
Government” may mean with the
approval of the Minister.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qaerrey &. F. g Hoar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Cabinet. I shall make that

position clear, if necessary.

HNSw OzY. OO, guedd
(sovrB 5 erer. erb. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I think the Hon. Minister should
get that position clarified,

aé 8. 8. e BCE™

(Qazorrar &. 15. 19 Feveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I shall clarify the position in
Committee.

Sir, in all countries, at a certain
stage of development, that is, when
a grid is established, they have
always followed the method of setting
up a central board which generates
power, transfers it to the grid and
distributes it to retailers. In fact,
some time back I set up a committee
of experts comprising officials of the
Ministry of Planning, the Ministry of
Finance, the Ministry of Land, the
Department of Electrical Undertak-
ings and one or two internationally
known persons.

BB Y. DO, cweds
(soorf§ erer. erp. QuUGTrT)
(Dr. N, M. Perera)

Were the conditions for this laid
down by the World Bank ?

o & 8. ¢ 8>

(Qsorrar &. G, 13 Govar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I shall read out to you an extract
from a document in my file. This is
what, in 1957, the then Minister of
Transport and Power says :

“The World Bank has for some time
been urging the Government to set up a
corporation on the abeove lines to take
over the functions of the Department of
Electrical Undertakings. Recently, in con-
nection with the application for a loan for
Stage IIB of the Laxapana Hydro-electric
Scheme, the Bank insisted that the estab-
lishment of such @ corporation must be a
prerequisite for the grant of the loan.
Government hag given an undertaking
that a corporation would be established
within the shortest possible time, and

negotiations ﬁﬁr the loan have been pro-
ceeding on that basis.”

And the loan was obtained. So, this
is not a recent promise. This is a
very old promise, a promise which,
I think, is quite sound and right, and
we shall do our best to honour it on
behalf of the Government of this
country. That is the reason for the
establishment of a board.

S —
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I explained two problems that
arise, namely, in regard to the trans.
fer of public servants and the position
of local authorities.

I fully agree with what the hon.
» Member for Medawachchiya (Mr,
Maithripala Senanayeke) said. I say
that the situation which now exists
is similar to the situation which ex-
isted then, and what he said then
holds good even now.

In regard to local authorities, we
do not accept what was stated in the
report, namely, that supplies to all
local authorities should be taken over
by the department. We have laid
down certain conditions here, on the
fulfilment of which we shall take
over : firstly, if any local authority
wishes to hand over the system
voluntarily ; secondly, if any local
authority has failed to pay for a con-
siderable period of time for the
current they have bought in bulk
from the department.

Even there I want, with the help
of my good Friend, the Minister of
Local Government, to come to some
settlement. I do not wish to read out
the names of the local authorities
which have fallen into arrears.

co¥HanE ot 5N5NwD .

(8. owg@iure Caeprugs)
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)

What about mismanagement ?

@6, 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Ozorres @. (7. 19 Bovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Yes, and also where there is public
danger. For that there is a Bill. Of
course, in cases of mismanagement,
we shall take over.

But, as I was saying, in regard to
the question of arrears, I do not want
to read out the names of the local
authorities which are in arrears. I
believe, however, that there is some-
thing like Rs. 18 million due from
local authorities to the department
for power supplied to them in bulk.
They got the money loan but have
not paid it back to the department.

@35“@1} 20
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Although I do not want to read the
names of these local authorities, I
shall certainly communicate them to
the Hon. Minister of Local Govern-
ment and try—[Interruption]. I do
not want to read out the names unless
I am forced to. I shall communicate
with the Hon. Minister of Local Gov-
ernment and see whether we can set-

tle the matter amicably, in a friendly

way, without trying to bulldoze it
through.

andaw o5y, 8. cuelsé
(s@rpl& erer. erib. QUG rsr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Are you certain that the depart-
ment is not at fault ?

o & 8. ¢ 8

(Caeorras &. 1F. 19 Qoveur)

(The Hoa. C. P. de Silva)

No local authority has challenged
the accuracy of the figures. The
Ministry itself has asked them to pay
up. There has been no mistake to

my knowledge, and I have gone
through the files.

DEND cenBin .

(8. Quie Qeriewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Colombo Municipal Council
challenged the figures, and the matter

was referred to arbitration.

o& & 8. ¢ &G
(Qserra &. 1F. 19 RAoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
That is right.

e Y. DO, guedsb
( :?:.'J‘L‘--T(.’P?':.Q' ereor. ertb. GQuGTrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

So, what happened ?

w& 8. 8. ¢ B

(Qzorres &. 1. 19 Hoveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I cannot say off-hand.
look it up.

I have to


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

63 Hewldm O35 SeFDEH 64

Corw 8¢8 AC SHAC smH WPISD

[@& &. 8 e 8¢ &)

Then, about the staff—I need not
repeat it—we had many discussions,
and ultimately the Hon. Minister of
Finance said that what the Ministry
could have done at best was to offer
them terms similar to those given for
loss of office and also immediately
offer them employment in the board.
The Hon. Minister of Finance has
made that offer to the government
servants.

I commend this Bill to the House.

we Du BB WE® C<.
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Question proposed.

& on. 347

DEZNE citnrBisn Sow.

(8. Quie QGsrievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister would probably
be surprised to learn that we oppose
this Bill. In doing so, I want to make
it quite clear that as far as the Oppo-
sition is concerned we entirely stand

by the decision made by the hon..

Member for Medawachchiya (Mr.
Maithripala Senanayeke) when he
was Minister in regard to the neces-
sity for setting up a corporation as
a form of organization very approp-
riate for this kind of activity.

We have two sets of reasons for
opposing this Bill. One is that, as far
as the employees of the present
Department of Government Electri-
cal Undertakings are concerned,
there has been a breach of faith on
the part of the Hon. Minister. There
has been no satisfactory settlement
even by negotiation with the trade
unions of the employees concerned in
regard to their terms and conditicns
of service under the corporation.

The second is that the Hon. Minis-
ter is almost in an indecent hurry to
get this Bill through now. Of course,
it has been in abeyance for quite
some time. One can therefore sym-
pathize with him in his desire to get
this Bill through. But the immediate

—Eedm 86 DHwd®

stimulus behind the Hon. Minister’s
proposal as it is before us now is
that the International Bank for Re-
construction and Development has
insisted that there shall be a corpora-
tion before any further aid is given,
and I believe he is looking forward
to getting this money for his Sama-
nala Wewa Scheme and a few other
schemes he has in hand.

On the other hand, one of the rea-
sons I have in regard to this Bill--
and I do not know to what extent the
Opposition shares it—is that the
Department of Government Klectri-
cal Underatkings, with due respect
to those who are now in charge of its
affairs, is one of the most unhappy
departments in the Public Service.

It would have been a worthwhile
attempt if the Hon. Minister, acting
on the basis of reports that had“been
given to him in the past—there was
the Park Report and so many other
reports—had attempted to clean up
the department, streamline the
department, before this corporation
was embarked upon.

There were certain managerial re-
forms proposed by several commit-
tees in the past in relation to the
administrative structure of the
department, how it should be reorga-
nized for the purposes of manage-
ment efficiency. All those matters
have been neglected.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qaaraey &. (. 19. Qevar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

If T may interrupt the hon. Mem-
ber, the Government has definitely
decided that the changes should
await the formation of the board and
not be implemented before that.

DENE cenSBen Sc.

(8. Qui@’ Gariievr)
Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Very well, that is a point of view
you may possibly hold. I do not agree
with that point of view. In any event,
these changes were mooted some
years ago.

dhai b o _amay
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The last report was the Goswami
Report. Before that you had the
Park Report and so many other
reports, but no action was taken in
regard to any of them. The Hon.
Minister is unable to tell us what
action followed. Has it always been
the subject of a controversy as to
whether there should or should not
be a corporation and whether these
matters should await the institution
of an entirely new body for the
management of affairs connected
with electricity in a centralized
manner ?

Is it necessary to postpone all
changes including changes in your
accounting system ? For many years
we have felt that the accounting
system of the Department of Govern-
ment Electrical Undertakings had to
be changed, not merely because
there was no proper system of power
costing, but, apart from the fact
that the accounting system having
regard to the nature of the under-
taking had not been rationalized
over a large number of years, be-
cause there was one basic error in
the entire computation of costs—the
erroneous statement of assets and
liabilities on the part of this depart-
ment, carried over the years and
brought into the present.

The Minister will appreciate the
fact that the last committee that he
appointed was given as one of its
terms of reference the question of
adjusting with the Colombo Munici-
pal Council the distribution of
electricity within the city limits—
whether it should be handed over to
the Colombo Municipal Council or
not.

I went as a representative of the
council before that committee and in
the course of the discussions I dis-
covered two significant things. One
was that the committee had propos-
ed a system of accounting for the
D. G. E. U. which, notionally, abo-
lished all profits. It had turned the
D. G. E. U. into a deficit undertaking
by a mere stroke of the pen. Then I
had an unofficial discussion with the
head of that committee and in the
course of that discussion I found that

—6edm 86 BDwd®

the accounting system—on the basis
of which it was his view that it
would be uneconomical to hand over
the distribution of electricity to the
C. M. C.—was based upon a demand
that the assets of the D. G. E. U,,
after providing for depreciation,
should also provide for two things,
firstly, a running replacement
account, moneys reserved for
running replacements, and, secondly,
a reserve for the repayment of a
loan. In other words, what you were
asking the assets of the D. G. E. U.
was, within its lifetime to earn
three times its value and at the same
time to show a profit. I have never
heard of any such form of accounting
in my life. This is what goes to the
root of the matter.

However, the D. G. E. U., from the
point of view of costs, from the point
of view of accounting, and from the
point of view of managerial efficiency,
has for long years left much to be
desired. As I said, I am not criti-
cizing any individual officer. I say
this with due respect to those who
are at the moment in charge of the
D. G. E. U. But it is useless trying to
gainsay the fact that from the point
of view of managerial efficiency and
accounting procedures, the D. G. E. U.
has left much to be desired over the
years.

Let us go back to the inception of
this. Years ago in the outstations
nobody had electricity except a few
planters. Up in the hills where
water power was available you had a
few enterprising companies that had
opened up the lands for tea estates
harnessing the ready power flowing
down the streams in the hills to run
their tea factories and to provide
electricity for consumption in the
superintendent’s palatial bungalow.
Of course, this electricity was not
extended to the lines where the
labourers lived. It was not thought
to be necessary that they should be
provided with electricity and they
continued to wuse the traditional
bottle lamp.
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As far as Colombo was concerned
electricity was generated for the first
time by Messrs. Boustead Brothers
and it was a status symbol in those
days for a house to be provided with
electricity. Only the houses of the
really very well-to-do and the very
rich people came to be supplied with
electricity at the commencement. It
was almost like having a 5 Sri car
today. It is a status symbol. A jeep
even for food production is a status
symbol today. The minimoke is a
status symbol today. That is why
little children who go to school in-
sist on their parents using such vehi-
cles to take them to school. It is
necessary that their school mates
should be shown the fact that the
parents enjoy this particular status
in society.

Electricity was enjoyed by a very
small number of persons at that time.
When the Department of Government
Electrical Undertakings was in-
augurated it was decided to take this
over from Messrs. Boustead Brothers.
Messrs. Boustead Brothers were re-
lieved of the generation and distri-
bution of electricity and Messrs.
Boustead Brothers on the other side
were relieved at the commencement
of the war of their tramways by the
Colombo Municipal Council. The
Colombo Municipal Council took
over after a long process of arbitra-
tion at a very high price a heap of
derelict tram cars which belonged
to Messrs. Boustead Brothers.

When Messrs. Boustead Brothers’
undertakings were taken over
by the Department of Govern-
ment Electrical Undertakings, some
of the officers of that firm were also
taken over and I am given to under-
stand that like all persons who are
supposed to be in that kind of situa-
tion, in order to ensure that they
would always be in those posts, they
never shared their knowledge in re-
gard to the distribution system of
cables for the supply of electricity
throughout the city. What knowledge
they had of the geographical situa-
tion of these cables wasPngishared
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with anybody else. It was a mono-
poly of these officers and that know-
ledge died with them, with the re-
sult that even today the engineers of
the Department of Government Elec-
trical Undertakings do not know what
assets were taken over from Messrs.
Boustead Brothers.

A sub-committee was appointed to
go into the question of the transfer
of the distribution system in Colombo
to the Colombo Municipal Council,
and the officers of the Department of
Government Electrical Undertakings
who functioned in the sub-committee
were extremely cagey about defining
what assets there were in Colombo.
Meeting after meeting was held with-
out their being able to give anything
other than a notional value of the
assets before a certain date for the
simple reason that they themselves
were ignorant of the assets.

I am sorry the Hon. Minister is
not here at the moment. The Gos-
wami Committee pointed out that in
estimating the costs, no account had
been taken of the depreciation of
their assets. How could they do this
when they were not aware what
their assets were ? There is no true
and proper fixed assets register in
this department. They have a sort
of register consisting of inventories
put together from time to time and
have tried to pass it off as the fixed
assets register. The fact is that the
officers who inherited the assets
and liabilities of the Department
of Government Electrical Under-
takings were not aware of what they
were. It is in this situation that the
Hon. Minister proposes to establish a
corporation for the transfer of all
these things into the hands of a cor-
poration. This is a most unhappy
situation.

In order to streamline certain as-
pects of its work they introduced
mechanization, the machining of bills
for presentation to consumers. I am
still receiving complaints about the
machine accounting systems of the
Department of Government Electri-
cal Undertakings. It was no less a
person than the Commissioner of
InlandoRevenue who was billed for
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Rs. 750 when he should have been
billed for Rs. 7.50! I do not know
whether anyone in the Department
of Government Electrical Under-
takings had a grudge against the
Commissioner of Inland Revenue for
his having collected too much by way
of tax. The Commissioner of Inland
Revenue was asked to pay Rs. 750
when in faet they intended to ask
him to pay Rs. 7.50; so much for
their machine accounting systems.
There are so many poor people who
do not go to the department in order
to question the correctness of the bills.
The periods for which bills are ren-
dered for payment are sometimes un-
predictable. You may get a portion
that is supposed to be unpaid added
over. Everything is put down to
erroneous meter reading. Whenever
a question of accounting is raised and
the matter is discussed in the depart-
ment, ultimately refuge is taken in
the “faulty” meter, or the reading
of the poor meter-reader is blamed.

All this is very unsatisfactory, and
I am a little surprised to learn from
the Hon. Minister that the correction
of these faults requires the setting up
of a corporation. I should have
thought that it would have been far
better to have all these matters
cleaned up within the department
before you crippled a new organiza-
tion with these defects. But that does
not appear to be the thinking of
policy-makers today. How can we
have confidence about all these
matters in regard to this question
when the Hon. Minister, having the
opportunity, for instance, to change
this Act in a significant way, has
introduced an incomplete Schedule
into this Bill ? The Schedule purports
to change certain portions of the Act
as it stands today—that is, Act.
No. 19 of 1950, as amended by Act
No. 22 of 1955. There are several
matters in regard tc which this could
have been amended—for instance,
this whole question of a licensee, who
is to be a licensee in regard to the
production and  generation of
electricity.

—6ed®m 86 Hwd®

In order to show you what I mean
I shall quote Section 2 (1) of the Act
as it stands today :

“2. (1) Save as hereinafter expressly
provided, no person, unless he is autho-
rized in that behalf by a licence granted
by the Minister, shall—

(a) establish or maintain any installa-
tion for the generation of
electrical energy for the purpose
of transmitting or distributing
such energy for use in any place
which is not the property of that
person, or

(b) for any fee or reward supply
electrical energy to any other
person : ”

Under this section anyone who has
a religious celebration or any other
kind of celebration, requiring electri-
city either for illumination purposes
or for anything else, has to approach
the department for a special licence.
If he is unable to get the current
supplied by the department itself,
then he is required by law to obtain
a licence issued by the general
manager or his deputy. This section
is extremely defective: under this
section as it stands today, if I gene-
rate electricity within premises which
I own and supply or transmit it to any
other premises that I own, I am not
committing any breach of the Act!
And, if the other premises which I
own happen to be premises exempted
under the Rent Restriction Act, I can
raise the rent sufficiently to include
the supply of current and contravene
Section 2 (1) (b) of this Act without
the Department of Government
Electrical Undertakings being in a
position to maintain a charge in any
court of law.

cedemniu S 0. 3. snoHBY
(T g8)

(Q_r&L_i . erib, of.
i)

(Dr. E. M. V. Naganathan—Nallur)

Fantastic possibility, not a pro-
hability.

BT & [BIT & 60— 560
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The hon. Member for Nallur is him-
self a fantastic personage in his own
right, but he is unable to think of this
possibility. I shall take him now, if
he wishes, to two or three places
where this happens within the radius
of the District of Colombo, if he does
not know it. This is a case where fact
happens to be a little stranger than
fiction. The hon. Member for Nallur
does not include this kind of thing
within the scope of his experience.

Apart from this fantasy that he is
unable to grant, there are other
instances. In every instance where a
person is accused of contravening
Section 2 of this Act, all that he has
to do is to state that he has handed
over his generating plant as property
to the owner of the premises con-
cerned, and he will immediately
avoid a prosecution under Section

(2).

Now, these defects were pointed
out. I pointed them out to the depart-
ment some years ago. The matter
arose in connection with a parti-
cularly bureaucratic position taken
up by one of the department’s offi-
cers, a minor officer who, expecting
a bribe in return, went to a certain
place in Kirillapone and offered to do
something irregular. The party in
Kirillapone had wanted to generate
current for a private celebration, and
since there were no premises close by
from which the supply could be
obtained even with the consent of the
department, they had obtained the
loan of a private generating plant and
installed it in the premises. They
had made an application to the
Department of Electrical Under-
takings, and there was a delay in
getting the necessary forms process-
ed. In the meanwhile, a very
officious inspector of the department,
or some subordinate officer,
there and wanted to regularize
matters by the commission of an
irregularity. In other words, he was
prepared to say that the matter
could be tolerated if he were suitably
rewarded.

came'
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I took this matter up with the
department ; and I am sorry to say
that the necessary licence was given
only after I intervened. I pointed out
to the superior officer concerned
that I could completely get around
the meaning of Section 2 of the Act
by the simple process of getting the
person who owned that generating
plant to state that for the duration of
the festival the plant belonged to
the owner of the premises—in which
case he would be establishing and
maintaining an installation for the
distribution of electric current with-
in his own premises, and he would
not be guilty of an offence under the
Act.

Now, I trust that for the purpose of
goading this department and the Hon.
Minister into proper action, into
seeing that this section is suitably
amended, other persons will note
what I have said and that, wherever
there is a question of providing or
generating electricity, they will re-
sort to this same dodge. I trust, if this
is practised on a fairly large scale, it
will compel the Hon. Minister to
make the necessary amendment to
the Act which he has hitherto avoid-
ed making.

Now, the Hon. Minister had the
opportunity to amend this Act in so
many ways. Why is it necessary to
have Section 2 in this Act ? It is for
the very simple reason that the gene-
ration of electricity and its distribu-
tion is something which can cause
harm or damage to other persons and
to other people’s property. It can in-
jure persons. It can result in loss of
life. It is for the purpose of prevent-
ing that that this Act was first con-
ceived. The department required the
powers to intervene outside the pro-
visions of the Factories Ordinance in
order to see that human life was not
endangered and that properiy was
safeguarded. That was the meaning
of giving these powers under Section
2 of the Act. Apart from establishing
a monopoly in regard to the profits
out of electricity and giving that
monopoly to Government, these were
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the two things that had to be safe-
guarded. But for that purpose Sec-
tion 2 is absolutely inadequate. Here
the Minister had an opportunity to
correct inadequacies of this kind and
he has not used it. If you take the
rest of this Act you will find that
most of it comes out of Section 2 in
respect of licensees. If the principal
section in this Act, from which all
the rest of it flows, is so defective,
then the duty was cast upon the Hon.
Minister to begin his amendments
starting with Section 2 of the princi-
pal enactment. That is why I say
that this is an ill thought out Bill
even though it has had so many years
of gestation ; it is an ill thought out
Bill because it does not catch up all
matters that it is necessary to provide
for.

Now, let us take the history of this
Bill. It was first mooted in 1959.
Then there was, at least from the
point of view of the employees, a
conference with the Minister on 6th
February 1959. The draft proposals
were circulated among the unions,
and the unions submitted
a set of amendments. The
Bill was tabled in Parliament on 15th
December 1961. At that stage every-
body objected to that Bill. So, no
further action was taken in respect
of the Bill of 1961. An assurance was
given by the Minister, the same
Minister whom we have today, on
28th  December 1961 that draft
amendments would be circulated
among the unions for study and
comment and that the Second Read-
ing of the Bill would be proceeded
with only after those amendments
were considered and settled with the
unions.

This draft Bill was circulated
among the unions, and amendments
were submitted to the Minister on
23rd January 1969. There was a
promise given by the General Mana-
ger, on behalf of the Minister, after
a conference of 7th March 1962, that
the unions’ proposals would be put
up to the Cabinet for Cabinet consi-
deration. We have no evidence that
the Cabinet ever considered them.

—ecd®m 6 Hwd®

After that there was another con-
ference with the Minister on 23rd
January 1969, but before that much
took place.

There was a new Bill that was
drafted in 1962, and in that Bill cer-
tain concessions were made to the
employees. There were fresh de-
mands submitted by two organiza-
tions representing the collectivity of
unions. In other words, a group of
unions got together and set up a
united front, and there was another
group of unions also that set up a
united front, and both these united
fronts jointly submitted proposals to
the Minister on 21st September 1962.
There was a conference with the Hon.
Minister in October 1962, and he gave
a promise on that occasion that the
Bill would be referred to a Standing
Committee. That Bill lapsed. It wat
tabled again in August 1963, and
again it lapsed. Now it has come
back again under this Government
with the same Minister and with
changes that would make the Bill
much worse than the Bill that was
originally objected to by the emplo-
yees. In other words, with the lapse
of time the employees are going to
get less than they were to have been
given originally. That, Sir, is the
melancholy position that we have
reached today.

Now, I have been dealing with this
question of the possible amendments
the Hon. Minister could have moved
to the principal enactment in order
to see that that Act was cleaned up
properly. But, apart from that, we
have to consider the entire activity
of this department, the centralized
activity of generation and distribu-
tion of electricity over the years. As
I said before, on the managerial side
and on the accounting side there is
much to be desired. But apart from
that there were changes planned
according to the power needs of this
country, the rural electrification that
was proposed and planned for the
growing needs of industry and of
village consumption in this country
and the possibility that the C. G. R.
might require electrification—on that
matter I know that the Genera]
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Manager of Railways has for a long
time been of the view that electrifica-
tion is not necessary ; from holding
the view that it was not necessary he
gradually promoted himself to the
view that it was also not possible;
and from holding the view that it was
not possible he advanced himself to
the view that it was also not desir-
gble. With all the technical advisers
we have—and we have many distin-
guished technical advisers in this
country of Ceylonese origin, quite
apart from foreign experis; we can
be proud of the engineers we have in
this country, whether they be electri-
cal engineers or telecommunication
engineers or civil engineers ; we cail
be proud of the engineering talent we
have in this country—with all that
the kind of advice that has been given
to this Ministry, through this depart-
ment and perhaps by others, through
the C. G. R. and the Minister in
charge of the C. G. R. and his advi-
sers, all that advice has resulted in
taking this country into an extremely
dangerous position in regard to both
the generation of power and the
handling of internal commgunication
in this country. I say it is a very
serious charge that can be made
against both these Ministries as well
as those who have advised them. I
do not want to discuss here on this
occasion the controversy between
dieselization and electrification of the
railway. The Hon. Minister’s General
Manager of Railways appears to be
permanently and irrevocably com-
mitted to dieselization. And in regard
to the kind of diesels that have to be
imported into this country, the kind
of diesels which he has contracted
to have imported into this country,
there remains much to be desired. I
shall, however, not discuss that ques-
tion here.

But in regard to power production
in this country, even if we accept
this committal to dieselization and
leave the C. G. R. but, when we
accept the position of the needs of
expanding industry in this country
or even the expanding needs of agri-
culture in this country, when we

—edm 86 Bwd@

take into account the fact that in the
matter of irrigation today large irri-
gation works and power plants go
hand in hand, and when we take the
targets that have been fixed by our
planners, then the achievements of
the Department of Government
Electrical Undertakings fall far short
of that standard which is required
according to the power needs of this
country.

As for rural electrification, that is
purely an election shibboleth, a
worthwhile shibboleth in election
time. Of course, some substance
has to be given to this promise when
elections come round. I cannot
avoid mentioning what happened be-
fore the polls at Balapitiya, in the
recent by-election in the Balapitiya
Constituency. I had on a number of
days seen, on the road to Hipankande
off Uragaha, poles coming up that
would supply electricity at last to
those villages, and on the night be-
fore the day of the polls there came
to Uragaha Junction, while I was
there, the Hon. Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power, and after a
few crackers had been ceremonially
let off by a few of his supporters at
the junction, the Hon. Minister
pressed a switch and the little town-
let of Uragaha suddenly burst forth
into light from three bulbs that had
been strung up from three poles
fixed at irregular intervals in that
townlet. The bulbs were irregularly
and perilously hanging from wires
that had been strung to the poles as
it were with bits of string. And the
Hon. Minister received his due meed
of praise from the people who had
gathered there, and of course the
next day they returned his candidate
at the polls.

Now, this is the achievement of the
Hon. Minister in the field of rural
electrification. I do not know
whether those bulbs still continue to
shine at Uragaha. I have not been
there since then. I do not know
whether those poles have had better
pylons substituted for them, whether
the wiring has been more efficiently
done and whether, in fact, proper
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street lamps and not some domestic
consumption bulbs have really been
supplied for the purpose of illumi-
nating the little townlet of Uragaha.
I hope that has been done and I hope
that, if nothing else has been
achieved as a result of having a by-
election at Balapitiya, the fact that
the L. S. S. P. put forward a candi-
date at the by-election at least pro-
duced the valuable result that the
people of Uragaha at last got their
electricity.
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(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industries and Fisheries)

Your candidate was not bright
enough !

ceDemndes AN SY
(QLréL i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

You are a shining light yourself!
Still, your candidate lost.

DENE cenBen Do,

(Bas. Quire_ Qeriienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The hon. Member for Nallur, the
worthy doctor from Nallur, is always
in need of illumination when it comes
to any discussion in this House.

coDemnda BHOHBY
(QLr&Lii praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

That is why I listen to your
Speeches !

AE5NE B e,

(B Quier. Qsriewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Well, after that it is not possible
for me to say anything more in re-
gard to the hon. Member for Nallur.
To get back to this question of the

—eedm 6 Bwde

power needs of this country, what
has the Hon. Minister to say in re-
gard to what the Planning Ministry
has decided years ago, what the plan-
ners have laid down as valuable and
achievable targets in this country ?
Why does the Hon. Minister come
today and talk about the need of one
grid on which all power production
in this country will be linked for the
purpose of effective supply to any
part of the Island ?

cﬁ-éi, &. 8. < 55(“;?533
(Qserras &. 1F. 19 Gevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
It has been done.

DEsNE cenBemn Scn.

(8l Qi@ Qarievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

And after it has been done and
after this grid has been provided for
the purpose of unifying and conser-
ving all power resources under one
central system, then in the Year of
Grace 1969 we have to put up with a
power-cut ; we have to deny people
the necessary electricity required
for their domestic consumption ; we
have to put out of commission so
many industries that derive their
power from the Department of
Government Electrical Undertakings.
We have all this after the major step
of unifying electrical generation and
supply on a common grid has been
achieved by the Hon. Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power.

I ask him, what has been done in
regard to power production in this
country ? We know that year after
year we are called upon to provide
money for the next succeeding stage
of the hydro-electric scheme, for the
Castlereagh Scheme, for the Seven
Virgins Scheme—all very romantic
names! We have seen at various
points in this country, in the oui-
stations, beautiful bungalows that
have been created by the Electrical
Department for its officers who go on
circuit, and occasionally a travelling
Member of Parliament may also
have the good fortune of occupying
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the palatial quarters at Blackpool or
somewhere else. All this is very
good. All this expenditure may
perhaps be worthwhile.

ad 8. 8. ¢ B

(Qworras &. 5. g Gevair)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Palatial quarters ?—[Interrup-
tion].

ABsNE Gt S

(5 m- Quif@)— Q& riiowr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You go to Blackpool and you will
1find that the timber there is alone
worth several thousand rupees.

o B. 8. ¢ BEd
(Qzerros &. (F. 19- FAovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
It is a very old building.

A8sNnd cendEin .

(B Qui@)_ Qe rionT)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In any event, the Hon. Minister
provides these things all over the
place. So much the better. We are
very glad that these things are done.
But, from the point of view of power
production, what has the Hon. Min-
ister achieved ? Let the Hon. Min-
ister go through the plans that he
announced to us in 1959, and the
phased planning that was subse-
quently announced from year to year,
and tell us why there has been a
shortfall. What is the reason for this
shortfall ?

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzerrar F. (F. 19 Reveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Power cut.

DEsNna) cenEen S,

(Slome Quit@y Qamriiovr )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Well, you might now say that the

power cut is the result of the drought.
But, quite apart from thatyhavebyow

Hess®

@
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kept to your targets in regard to the
number of megawatts that you
expected to produce ? You have not.
If you go through the plans
announced earlier you will find that
you have not kept to your targets.
Some of your projects are ill-planned.

coDemenBen BNOENDEY
(QL_r&LiT [BT&[pT5eT)
(Dr. Naganathan)

No money.

ABsNd cenEtn .

(Blm- i@ Qe riien)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No money ! There has been a waste
of money. If the Hon. Minister
wants further illumination on this
matter he could read Sessional Paper
XXII of 1966—the Report of the Com-
mittee on Power Costs and Power
Development in Ceylon. There it is
fairly effectively stated, quite apart
from anything else, that the targets
have not been achieved. This is what
the report says:

“106. (a) During 1968 to 1969, a power
shortage to the extent of 11 MW, in the
peaking capacity for 4 to 5 hours a day
is anticipated. This situation may be fur-
ther aggravated if the driest year
happens to coincide with this period
(1968-69) "—

That is what has happened. It goes
on:

—*“This shortage can, however, be easily

made up by the ‘Reserve Capacity’ in
hand, particularly available from the
Grandpass Thermal Power Station.”

Even with the Grandpass Thermal
Power Station he has not been able
to make it up. Therefore, there has

been a shortfall. How do you explain
this shortfall ?

DN BNGDD)

(FUTBTILST of6ui &6 )

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is
suspended till 4.30 p.Mm. On resump-

tion the Hon. Deputy Speaker will
takenthen Chair.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till
4.30 p.Mm. and then resumed. MR. DEpuTY

SPEAKER [MR. M. SIVASITHAMPARAM] in
the Chair.

AEND @i .

(Bl Qi@ Qrdievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was on the
subject of the Goswami Report and
the conclusion that has to be drawn
from a study of this report along with
the announced plans of the depart-
ment, and whether the Hon. Minister
has been able to keep to his targets
from the point of view of power
production in this country.

The Hon. Minister is the Minister
of Land, he is the Minister of Irriga-
tion, and he is also the Minister of
Power.—[Interruption]. There was,
of course, a stage when he was a
Mussolini Cabinet by himself, when
so many functions were concentrated
in his hands.

a& & 8. ¢ 8D
(Ozenres &. (F. 19 favaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

During the time of
Government.

the last

AENA cenBen Sex.

(Sos- Quirey’ Qerdewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes. And even under the present

Government he has lands, irrigation
and power under him.

ag 8. 8. ¢ BT
(Qseorra, #. (9. 9. Aeovar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Then there were several other
things also.

—eedm 96 Bwd®

AEsNE cenEen S,

(8w Qi@ Qarievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

He had more power then.

Well, the Minister has not been
able to get beyond planning for an
indefinite future in regard to the
benefits that might accrue from cer-
tain river valley projects.

It is not that I am against the river
valley projects, or against the Hon.
Minister being inspired by the old
Russian development schemes in the
U.S.S.R. like that of the Don Basin, or
the counterpart of it in the U.S.A.
under the Tennessee Valley Autho-
rity. We have no objection to the
Hon. Minister deriving any inspira-
tion from any of these grand schemes.
But if you take into account the
proper balance sheet of the Gal Oya
Development Board from the point of
view of irrigation, agriculture and
power, if you take that experiment,
you will find that a real and proper
accounting in regard to the Gal Oya
Development Board and its activities
has not yet taken place.

If you consider what is the
measured output from the point of
view of social benefits which we can
get from it—food, power, the possi-
bility of getting consumer goods from
light industry—if you take that as a
complex which provides a large
number of social benefits, and if you
compute what these social benefits
amount to, you will find that the out-
put does not measure up in any way
to the inputs, financial inputs, and,
apart from finances, the human
energy, thought and labour that have |
gone into it ; from that point of view.
the output of the Gal Oya Develop-
ment Board does not measure up in
any way to the inputs.

In regard to his other river valley
project, I had the melancholy satis-
faction last year of informing him
that he appeared to be repeating at
Uda Walawe a number of mistakes
which had been pointed out and
which required correction at Gal
Oya.
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I must say this much for the Hon.
Minister: when in the Public
Accounts Committee certain matters
are discussed, through his Permanent
Secretary he keeps himself informed
of whatever is discussed at the P.A.C.
level and he has always treated the
recommendations of the P.A.C. with
considerable respect.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qsorres &. 19. 19. Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
The highest respect.

BN GBI .
(B Qui@y - Qeriionr)
(Mr, Bernard Soysa)

But, apart from that, the fact re-
mains that if we look at the perfor-
mance of these complex of institu-
tions of which the Hon. Minister is
the central pivot, then, from the
point of view of social benefits de-
rived, we have to complain that they
in no way measure up to what this
country has had to spend out of its
limited resources.

The Uda Walawe project alone is
not under consideration. We have to
take into account the fact that the
Hon. Minister got the Act changed.
The Gal Oya Development Board
Act was changed in order that he
might repeat this whole process of
river valley development anywhere
he chooses in the Island. In fact, the
Act was expanded in such a way
that it was possible for him to ex-
tend his River Valleys Development
Board activities to some other part
even though there was no river.
Even without a river he could take
his board there and take over the

-area.

It was as a result of the
Debate in this House that we pre-
vented his taking such powers which
would have enabled him to take the
whole of Colombo as an undeveloped
area under the management of the
River Valleys Development Board
if he so desired. All he had to do
was to gazette an Order, and the
area would come under the board.
He promised us on that occasion—

BHewldn 815378 PeTEw
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and the Bill was suitably amended to
provide it—that before any particuiar
scheme comes fto be operated the
blueprint will be placed before this
House—before he makes an Order
that it shall be operated upon, that
the blueprint will be provided to this
House. Since then so many days
have passed and we have been await-
ing this blueprint, but as far as we
are concerned we have not seen any
of these things.

Some years ago in regard to Uda
Walawe he gave us a rather thick
volume with a number of good
photographs. I must compliment him
ony the photographs. There were a
few maps and there were some tar-
gets announced of the land that was
to be brought under cultivation.
There were plans for producing sugar,
and a possible output of power was
projected. But how it was related to
the acre feet of water which he ex-
pected to conserve, how that will be
released for the purpose of cultivaticn
and on the basis of that release what
power he expected to generate, we
were given very little information.
And to this day, as far as Uda Walawe
is concerned, we have not yet seen
the blueprint although he is proceed-
ing with all kinds of activities in re-
gard to Uda Walawe.

I am not objecting to this. By all
means let us proceed with this. The
moneys that have been provided by
Parliament have been spent on that
scheme. I am not asking him to
abandon it. I am only stating that he
should take this House into his confi-
dence in a bigger way than he has
done so far in regard to what is
taking place at Uda Walawe. We
should like to know what is happen-
ing because we fear a number of

mistakes, serious ones, have been
made.

In regard to the other projects that
he had in hand for the purposes of
generation of power—we shall leava
aside the other river development
schemes—the various schemes he
had in hand and the various schemes
he had projected in the ten-year
scheme, . for the development of
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power, he told us that he expected to
proceed with rural electrification
and electrification of industry in a
very big way. Neither of these has
taken place. There has been some
rural electrification. As I mentioned,
at Uragaha, for instance, during the
Balapitiya by-election there was
rural electrification undertaken side
by side with by-election activities.
But apart from that certain favoured
areas——

a& 8. 8. ¢ &>

(Qzorrar &. 1§. 19 Bvaur)

(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)
Kamburupitiya a few days ago.

@l Dz, . cwedd

(seoor 5 erer. erib. QUGTTIT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Kamburupitiya is certainly one of
the favoured ones.

DEEND cwm&aE S,
(Dp. Gui@ Carwenr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

have received some electrifica-
tion. But by and large nothing
worthwhile has taken place. I would
like to ask the Hon. Minister to read
some of the speeches that he made
here in 1957, 1958, 1959 and even in
1960.

a& & 8. ¢ &g
(Qzarras £. (F. 19 Hoveur)
(The Hon. C, P. de Silva)
I shall do it.

SNV B S,

(Bw. Quie_ Qeridievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Go back and read the speeches
that you made during the Budget
whenever we raised the subject of
rural electrification.

eeRDemnd BIOBNDBY
(Qu_r&Li praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

That is the old testament.

—ecd® 6 BHwd®
DENE owmB D,
(& Quiey_ GQerdevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is all right. We will come
down to the new testament if he

reads his Budget speech made in
1965.

smndw en@E sy @8 ¢ 8D (goc
Rl k=)

(sor e Gsrevetler oy 19 Boveur—
EDRIEEY)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Agalawatta)

He does not read either testament.

gnde O5Y. D8. cuweddh
(ser B G erer. erb, QuUCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Are you objecting to the old testa-
ment ?

Hrndw e @d. ¢ B

(ser G Qarodler oy 19. Heeur)

(Dr, Colvin R. de Silva)

He lies the more scarlet parts of
the old testament.

D&MD ctaBen D,

(Sap. Quire Qerievr )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Minister’s single achieve-
ment is a testament to masterly
inactivity. That is the testament on
which the Minister proceeds. If you
read his speeches or the speeches he
made as recently as 1965 in regard
to rural electrification, you would
have thought that within a few years
of the effective handling of the
D.G.E.U. by the Minister the entire
countryside from Point Pedro to
Devinuwara would be lit, the villages
would have been provided with
electricity and we would have found
the village housewife, relieved of the
burden of collecting firewood in the
neighbouring jungle and adding to
the deforestation which we so much
deplore, cooking her meals with elec-
tricity provided by the Minister in a
room illuminated by electricity pro-
vided by the Minister
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(Mr. Neal de Alwis—Baddegama)

Not to speak of the fan.

o& 8. 8. ¢ BC

(Qeerrar &. (7. 19 Povair)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Where do you find all this ?

DB 5NE cwnEen .
(8lm- Quir@)— Qeriiovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Read your speeches up to 1965, the
promises you gave.

aé B 8. e B
(Qaorrey &. 17. 19 Seveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
No such thing whatscever.

ABENE Bt Sea.
(B Quir@ Qeriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

What has happened to these
schemes ? If what the Hon. Minister
really intended to do was much less

~ than this, still what has he achieved ?

The Hon. Minister proceeded to tell
us that it was his sole ambition to
harness all the water power going
waste in this country for the purpose
of generating electricity, and because

~ he was going to harness water power
' and because the pace at which he was

doing it was so slow, he had to set
up a thermal power station at Grand-
pass.

6351 8. 8, < %Gn@a
(Ozorras &. 1F. 19 Seveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That was arranged long before my
time. :

DN cenEtn Scn.

(B Qui@ Qerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

In any case when you take over
something arranged by your prede-
cessor, do you not examine its value,
its costs in relation to what you are

Bewldm @535 CeHaAGw
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proposing to do, and then abandon it
if you think it is of no value or
proceed with it if you think it is
good ?

cs&dz 8. 8. é: E’i(‘f.f’aa
(Qsorrey &. 1F. 19 Hoaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I am not saying that it was bad. I
say it was justified.

DEsNE| cenctsn Sed.

(B Quie Qariievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Because he was going to depend on
hydrel power he had to install a ther-
mal station. Because the main empha-
sis was on hydrel power he had to set
up a thermal station and import fuel
for generating power !

o4 B. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qsorras &. (F. 1. Foveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

For hydrel power we have to
depend on rain, and neither you nor
I can order rain.

DEBNE ctnGEen Sco.
(8. Quir@- Geriiovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

We thought that you were all
powerful in that respect. After long
years the Minister has learnt the
lesson of King Canute that he has no
power over natural forces.

On the basis of unification by a
grid, by harnessing all the power
resources in the Island, he proposes
to have an adequate supply of elec-
tricity for the whole Island, and as
soon as he has completed that he
has to introduce a power cut—inaus-
picious circumstances under which
to introduce a Bill such as this to
provide for the establishment of an
Electricity Corporation.

We are setting up an Atomic
Energy Authority. The thinking in
the world has gone beyond hydrel
schemes. Today where power is con-
cerned the Hon. Minister is back in
the days of the Tennessee Valley
Authority and he is not attuned to
the march of science in these
matters.
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(Qzerren &. (F. 19 Heveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We want what is called a *Fast
Breeder Station ”.

DEBNE crnBen Sean.

(Bap. Quirey Qerdenr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Those are technical matters. It is
useless for us—the Hon. Minister and
myself—to get entangled in techni-
cal matters. We do not have the capa-
city to answer technical questions
like that. We have to proceed on the
best advice possible.

o &8 8. ¢ B
(Qaerray . (F. 19 Pveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
That is what I am doing.

DBBNE cean@en e,
(8. Quiey’ CQFriiovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Department of Government
Electrical Undertakings is coming
down now to be changed over like
the chrysalis into a butterfly, into
the shape of a corporation, through
this Bill of the Hon. Minister, and
the department is still haunted by
this legacy of the past.

You had your Stanley Power
Station. You have not been able to

dispose of the material of the
Stanley Power Station.

ad & 8. ¢ 8>
(Qzerron &. (9. 19 Keveur )
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We are generating some power
there.

D85nd cenBen S,

(D@ Quir@. Qerdievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes, but some of your turbines
there are rusting and going to waste
because it is too costly even to keep
them properly serviced. Why do you

—6ed® 6 BHwud®

not dispose of it ? You have not been
able to dispose of the equipment at
the Stanley Power Station which you
are not using.

You changed over to Norton
Bridge and in order to supplement
Norton Bridge, pending your Seven
Virgins Scheme, the Castlereagh
Scheme, the Samanalawewa and
other schemes coming into operation,
you had your thermal plant at Grand-
pass. And now history has left you
behind, and other countries are for-
ging ahead with the conversion of
nuclear energy into power. You have
therefore to re-think the situation.

The sole reason why we are being
asked to debate this Bill today is that
the I. B. R. D. has said, “ No corpora-
tion, no loan.” Therefore the Hon.
Minister, whether he likes it or not,
even though he had to break all the
promises he made to his employees,
is compelled to proceed with this
corporation Bill. He had promised
his trade unions that only after he
adequately settled all matters with
them would he bring this Bill to a
Second Reading Debate. He is pro-
ceeding with this Bill because the
I. B. R. D. says, “ No corporation, no
loan ”, and he is unable to proceed to
the next stage in his plans without
the L. B. R. D. loan. I am only asking
the Hon. Minister, why is he taking
the dictation of these foreign banks
and agencies for all time ? Why
should we be so dependent ? Let them
give us the loan and we shall decide
what we do with the loan. There
should be no question that we shall
use the loan only on the basis of
doing what they want us to do. There
is a limit to which it is necessary to
ask a free country and a free people
to dance to the tune of somebody
outside. These are our charges
against the Hon. Minister.

This entire Department of Govern-
ment Electrical Undertakings is now
becoming almost an anachronism, if
you take its outlook and its outmoded
procedures. It is saddled with a
legacy which it has not been able to
come to terms with from the days of
Messrs. Boustead Brothers. It has got
so many half-baked plans and half-
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baked good intentions thrust upon it
by everybody that it has not been
able to absorb any of them. It has
been able by systems of double-
accounting and falsified accounting
to hide its own managerial ineffi-
ciency behind a facade of bogus
accounts. And now with the country
awaiting a supply of cheap power for
domestic consumption as well as for
industrial expansion, in that situation
the Hon. Minister says all changes in
the department must await the new
corporation status wihout which he
cannot proceed. I shall leave it to
other hon. Members to develop
this whole question of power produc-
tion in this country in relation to the
various needs that have arisen.

There are two questions that con-
cern me very closely. The first one is
the question of the Colombo Munici-
pal Council and the distribution of
power within the city. For years—
and I can demonstrate it on the basis
of administration reports of the
department—the  Department  of
Government Electrical Undertakings
has been financed by Colombo. It is
the Colombo consumer who has
financed the department, and among
the Colombo consumers the largest
is the Colombo Municipal Council.
It is the Colombo consumer that has
financed a number of wild-cat pro-
jects of the Department of Govern-
ment Electrical Undertakings. Even
with the sagacity of Audit or the
acuity of perception of Audit, it has
not always been possible to see some
of the mad schemes and mad ideas
that have been operating inside this
department for many years.

Do you know that some years ago
there was a power line carried 60
miles during the time of a previous
Government, for the purpose of sup-
plying current for the domestic use
of a single individual ? These are
some of the things the department
has done in its time—carrying a
power line becase the person happen-
ed to be a favourite of the Govern-
ment of that time. This was before
1956. The person happened to be a

—ecdm 86 BHwd

time, and the power line was carried
at the expense of the taxpayer 60
miles to provide current for one con-
sumer! Who paid for all these
things ?

As the Hon. Minister stated, the
supply of electricity in a number of
local areas is done at a loss. Who has
cushioned the department against
that loss ? It is the Colombo consu-
mer. I am entirely in agreement that
the less developed areas of this
country have to be developed, to
some extent, at the expense of the
more developed areas. I grant that.
I grant that the more developed areas
are called upon to make a sacrifice
in that regard. That is always admit-
ted ; that is granted. But there is a
limit to the extent of the sacrifice that
can be expected; it must not be an
unlimited one.

There has been a runnning dispute
with the Colombo Municipal Council.
It has come down the years. The
archives of the Colombo Municipal
Council contain files and records
dating back to the days that Messrs.
Boustead Brothers handed over this
function to the Department of Gov-
ernment [Electrical Undertakings,
and from that time this debate has
proceeded. I have perused a rumber
of those files. You find quite a lot of
interesting material and quite an in-
teresting history in some of those
files. There is one file that termi-
nates not with any decision in regard
to the distribution of electricity, but
with acrimonious correspondence
between the then Mayor of Colombo,
Mr. R. F. S. de Mel, and the then
Municipal Commissioner, Mr. S. P.
Wickremasinghe, each one stating
that the other should reply in a more
polite fashion.

This matter of the distribution of
electricity has gone on year after
year without any decision being
arrived at, and on every occasion you
find that the principal obstacle is the
bureaucracy of the department itself.
They do not want to lose their pro-
fits from Colombo, and, therefore,
the distribution system cannot be
handed over to the C.M.C. That has

favourite of the Government,of,the . been the principal obstacle.
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Now, I must say this much for the
Hon. Minister : at the last conference
we had with him about two years
back when he summoned the Mem-
bers of Parliament who represented
the constituencies within the muni-
cipal limits—the three Members for
Colombo Central, the Member for
Colombo North, the Member for
Borella and the two Members for
Colombo South—the Hon. Minister
made one change, namely, instead of
stating as in previous years that this
distribution cannot be given to the
Colombo Municipal Council, he was
prepared to examine its feasibility,
and so he appointed a committee that
went into this matter. In all honesty
we went before that committee to
give evidence, and we stated our
point of view. We found that that
committee was chaired by a gentle-
man who had treated other local
authorities which went before him
with scant respect, and he thought
that he could treat the Colombo dele-
gation also in the same cavalier
fashion. Fortunately, after discus-
sion it was possible to demons-
trate to him that there was not only
the ethical argument available that
of all these profits a certain propor-
tion should be given to the Colombo
Municipal Council; that, more than
the ethical argument, there was in
fact the entire question of the finan-
cial arrangements that have always
existed, the technical arrangements
that have existed, between the
C.M.C,, for its own lighting projects
and other ventures, and the Central
Government.

In regard to this matter, I must
make even a passing reference to the
trolley bus system that we had. In
order to replace the electrically
powered tramways which were out-
moded when we took over that heap
of junk from Messrs. Boustead
Brothers, it was decided by the
C.M.C. to have a trolley bus system.
Now that trolley system as projected
by the C.M.C. had a most unfortu-
nate history.

The Ministry that was in charge of
the bus system of this country, the
privately owned buses that were run

—eedw 86 Bwdd

by the bus operators of that period,
felt the necessity of defending the
bus operators’ interests against the
C. M. C. And therefore the Motor
Traffic Act of that time was passed

into law in such a way as to hamper
and hinder the development of the
trolley bus system under the C. M. C.

Then, Sir, there was a promise
given that the area of operation of
the trolley bus system would be ex-
panded. That promise was broken
by the Ministry of Transport and
Works of that time, and the trolley
bus service was confined to a limited
length of nine miles of route ; and on
that basis it was not posisble to
maintain the vast overheads that had
to be incurred. So, the trolley bus
service was crippled from the start.
But, even on that basis, if you take
into account the government system
of accounting demanded by the Gov-
ernment of the time, on the basis of
the loan given with an annuity
amounting to a 45 per cent interest
to the C. M. C. for the trolley buses,
if you take out the double allowance
for depreciation that was called for,
it could be demonstrated that when
the late Mr. T. Rudra was the Mayor
of Colombo the trolley bus system
rann at a profit and that when the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera) was also Mayor
of Colombo the trolley bus system
ran at a profit. That system had to
be taken over by a later Mayor, the
present Minister of Nationalized Ser-
vices, for it to become a permanent
loss. Because he could not manage
60 trolley buses, he has been given
charge of the entire bus transport
system of the Island! Now, Sir, it
became a dead loss, I grant. Thus
the ratepayers of Colombo were
saddled with the burden of the re-
payment of the debt to Government.

One of the factors that caused the
trolley bus system to collapse was
the unduly high charge made by the
Department of Government Electri-
cal Undertakings for the supply of
current for traction purposes. It was
the highest rate in the world, and
the ratepayers of Colombo are still
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paying to Government the debt in-
curred on the trolley bus service that
had to be wound up. And a trolley
bus which cost the Colombo Muni-
cipal Council one lakh of rupees
without taking into account c.it.
charges, has been sold to private
parties for Rs. 2,000 by the Colombo
Municipal Council.

That, Sir, is the tragedy of the
Colombo Municipal Council and its
trolley bus system, and one of the
contributors to that tragedy is the
Department of Government Electri-
cal Undertakings in that it had
charged for a number of years for
current for traction purposes the
highest rate in the world. They have
been responsible for a number of
crimes of this kind, and now the
D. G. E. U. without a preliminary
overhauling are to be given the
extra powers of a corporation, the
new powers of a corporation.

I have addressed the Hon. Minister
in regard to this matter. He is
threatening to add to the burden of
the cost of living by a revision of the
tariff. One of the things that is pro-
jected under this corporation is a re-
vision of the tariffs. I know that a
number of his advisers have been
behind him for years stating that the
tariff must be revised in order to
earn more revenue for the depart-
ment. This very gentleman I men-
tioned, Mr. Goswami, an international
expert, has recommended a revision
of the tariff rates.

We have had lots of international
experts coming down here. Some of
them are undoubtedly of a very high
calibre, but not all of them. In re-
gard to some of them it can be said
- that they need never have come, that
- we have people who know more about
the subject here in Ceylon among our
people and that it was not necessary
to incur the cost of bringing them
down here.

In any case I have had the pleasure
of meeting some of the experts who
were got down by the Hon. Minister,
and recommended by one of them was
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a system of accounting where an as-
set was to be depreciated over a
period of twenty years to earn three
times its value during that twenty
years and also at the same time to
show a current profit!

Now, this is impossible. In no com-
mercial undertaking is this required
to be done. It is just out of the ques-
tion. And that was the argument that
was used for the purpose of seeing
that the Colombo Municipal Counecil
shall not have the right to distribute
electricity. Why ? Because if you do
so, you eat into the profits of the de-
partment and it will not be possible
for the new corporation to maintain

itself.

Now, this is not a valid or ethical
method of arguing. The Colombo
Municipal Council has its defects. I
would be the last person to deny that
fact, though a member of that council
myself. The manner in which that
council has been run, the favouritism
that operates there, the political
partisanship and arbitrariness on the
part of those who should know
better, the corruption that takes place
there, all these things can be con-
demned. That is a matter for the
residents of Colombo. But as against
this Government, I am prepared to
champion the rights of a local autho-
rity, and to say the local authority in
Colombo has been given the most
step-motherly treatment in regard to
finance and particularly in regard to
this question of the distribution of
electricity.

Sir, I would ask the Hon. Minister
himself to give us a categorical
answer to this question: what does
he mean to do in regard to the request
of the Colombo Municipal Council ?
I have the gloomiest forebodings on
this subject. What does he propose
with this Act, and what did he devote
ten minutes of his speech for ? He
told us how he is going to take away
from a local authority that is at pre-
sent distributing electricity their
electrical installations.
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is, first, if they voluntarily
agree to hand over ; two, if they do
not pay the value of the power
supplied in bulk ; three, if they are so
badly maintained that they are a
danger to others ; and four, this will
be done in consultation with the Hon.
Minister of Local Government,

DEsNd cenBehn .
(B Quiey . Qerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is not enough. The Hon.
Minister and the Hon. Minister of
Local Government have a duty cast
upon them

o 8. 8. & BED
(Qaerras &. 1F. 19 Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

—And such Order will be placed
before the House and will have the
approval of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate.

AEsna oG .
(8w Qui@_ Qardovr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Very well, there is at least that
safeguard. Let us be thankful for
that, but that is not enough. This is a
purely negative attitude. What is the
preblem of the local authorities quite
apart from the Colombo Municipal
Council ? The Hon. Minister and the
Minister of Local Government have
a duty cast upon them to look into
this problem.

If you take the local authorities of
some years ago, their principal source
of revenue, where there was no water
scheme, was electricity. I do not
need to go very much further. The
neighbouring wurban council, now
converted into the Municipality of
Dehiwela-Mt. Lavinia, from the very
inception, in the days when Mr. Wije-
singhe was its chairman—Iater it had

—ecdm 6 Hwde

several other chairmen, the late Mr.
Simon Abeywickrema, Mr. C. W. F.
Pereira and others—made quite a lot
of money out of the sale of electricity.
It was one of the few lecal authorities.
in the country many years back to
have a Faraday Exhibition on the
uses of electricity and the possible
uses of electric power in this country.
That was when I was a little child.
How did this situation get {trans-
formed into one in which, with the
bulk purchase of current from the
Department of Government Electri-
cal Undertakings or with their own
generating plant— as they have in
a few instances—these local authori-
ties are distributing electricity at a
loss ? How did it come about ? It is a
matter that requires investigation.

Then there is the other side of the
matter. They are accused of not pay-
ing up their dues to the department,
in some instances. The Hon. Minister
stated he is not going to give the
names of those local authorities, but
there are a number that do not settle
their electricity bills. That is so. Not
only that, they have borrowed
moneys from the Local Loans and
Development Fund and they are
unable to pay the instalment and
interest to the fund. This is a situa-
tion that requires investigation. The
question is, how these local autho-
rities have fallen into this position,
and what can be done to rescue
them, not to hold the big stick over
them and say, “ shall plunge this
entire area in darkness by refusing
to supply you with electricity.”!

o 8. &. ¢ HED
(Qzerrar F. (. 1. Devar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
No big stick.

DEBNE cenBesn S,

(,\@@. -'Quu":@r ~ G&mrdevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Nobody said that? Your depart-
ment has said that to several local
authorities more than once in corres-
pondence which I have seen. I have
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seen correspondence in which a local
authority was told that unless they
settled their bill it may be necessary
to cut off their supply, just as any
private party would be told, which
means the entire area would be in
darkness. It may not be the Hon.
Minister’s intention. But I ask you,
whose intention was it and why was
it done ?

No, as far as the local authorities
are concerned the Hon. Minister has
a duty along with his Colleague, the
Minister of Local Governmens, to
analyse the position and find out how
it is that these local authorities got
into this mess, what it is that can be
done to rescue them, instead of
merely saying, “I am providing in
certain instances to take it over”.
That is not enough. That is not the
answer. That is purely a negative
attitude to this whole problem.

Some of these local authorities are
not given sufficient finances. What
happens is not that they sell their
electricity at a loss but that so much
of their finances have been encroach-
ed upon by the Central Government
that they find they have to take this
money out in order to supply the
needs of their ratepayers. They are
given loans at exorbitant rates of
interest, whether it be from the Local
Loans and Development Fund or
housing grants or something of that
kind, and then they cannot meet their
commitments. When they cannot
meet their commitments from the
meagre sources of revenue that they
have, they have to utilize the revenue
derived from electricity for current
needs and then they are unable to
settle the bills of the department or
pay the instalment and interest on
the loan. The real problem is one of
local government finance, and that is
a problem that has to be settled by
the Hon. Minister of Local Govern-
ment whether on the lines of the
recommendations of the Choksy
Report, which are now somewhat
outdated, or any other lines, but that
problem requires settlement. Instead
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of settling that question to make pro-
vision in this Bill to say, “I shall
take it over "—[Interruption].

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8T

(Qsorrar &. 1F. 19 Heveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Read Clause 28 (1) of the Bill. It
says :

“ Any dispute between the Board and
any local authority upon any matter or
question relating to, or connected with,
the giving effect to, or the interpretation
of, any provision of any voluntary trans-
fer Order or compulsory transfer Order

which has come into force, shall be
referred by the Board to arbitration....

@HhBe duY. 8. cuweld

(sor B G erer. ertb. QuGTmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is Clause 28 (1). It refers to
a dispute where the Order has been
made. But what happens before the
Order has been made ?

DSBNE LG .

(Bgp. Quiey_ Qeriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

There are other provisions.

ad & 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzserrar &. (7. 19 Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
That is the procedure.

DEs1E ceaBen S,

(B Quire Qemiievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Take, for instance, Clause 22, which
states :

“Where, as respects the electrical
undertakings carried on by a local
authority in its capacity as a licensee
within the meaning of the Electricity Act,
the Minister is satisfied, after consulta-
tion with the Minister of Local Govern-
ment and after such inquiry as he may
deem necessary, at which such local
authority and the Board shall be given
an opportunity of being heard,—

(a) that such authority has been
guilty of neglect, default or mis-
management in carrying on such
undertakings, or
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(b) that such authority has defaulted
in the payment of the charges
for the supply of electricity by
the Board,

the Minister may, with the concurrence
of the Minister of Local Government,
issue a written direction to the Boaid to
prepare a compulsory transfer scheme
for the transfer to the Board of such
undertakings. ”’

Now, it is true that the local autho-
rity will be given a hearing. It is true
that the Hon. Minister of Local
Government will be consulted. But
what is the basic question ? The
basic question is that the finances of
the local authority are insufficient to
meet its commitments, and in such a
situation you find that they all fall
under sub-clause (b) of Clause 22,
namely, “ that such authority has de-
faulted in the payment of the charges
for the supply of electricity by the
Board,....” Even though you may
hear the local authority, even though
you may consult the Hon. Minister of
Local Government, if the local autho-
rity has defaulted, it is a question of
fact and there is nothing else to be
said about it. In that situation, if you
are satisfied that the local authority
has defaulted, you take it over. That
is one of the possible meanings of
this sub-clause (b) of Clause 22.

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaorres &. F. 1 Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

If there is a shortage of funds in
the Ministry of Local Government
then the solution is something else.

BEsNR cenRB D

(B Quir@. Qerienr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I have gone through the other pro-
visions of this Bill in regard to the
compulsory transfer of assets. In
these instances you will find that you
will be crippling that local authority
for years as a result of that compul-
sory transfer. You can make it im-
possible for it to proceed with any
work in the area as a result of the
compulsory transfer. It may be that
it has not been paying its bills, but
its only revenue was from the sale of

1969 @8z 20
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electricity. I am not stating that that
position should continue. All that I
am stating is that it is necessary for
you, before you take drastic action of
this kind, to insist with your
Colleague, the Hon. Minister of Local
Government, that financial relations
in this perilous situation between the
local authority and the Central
Government shall be adjusted first.

ad & 8. ¢ B
(Qazerres &. (F. 9. Baovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Before taking action ?

DENE cenBen Scan.
(8. Quire_ Qeriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes. This Bill gives you a blank
cheque and I am afraid you might
act accordingly. I know that the tech-
nical advisers of the Department of
Government Electrical Undertakings
are all very anxious to deny local

authorities any rights except,
perhaps, consumption rights. The
department has been carrying
over this attitude from the

old imperialist days. As far as the de-
partment is concerned, local govern-
ment is just a nuisance. It does not
regard with any degree of favour that
there should be any local autonomy.
It would rather rid the country of
this kind of thing. That is the kind
of attitude coming down from years
gone by. But this attitude prevails.
There is no attitude of sympathy with
any of the local authorities that are
in difficulty. That is one aspect.

The other aspect is the question us
employees. The Hon. Minister was
not here when I read earlier an ex-
tract from a minute that had been
prepared for his benefit by the United
Front of Trade Unions giving the
melancholy history of the negotia-
tions between the unions and the
department. Sir, the employees of
the department made certain posi-
tions quite clear to the Hon. Minister
when he first wanted to bring this
Bill. There were 15 points that were
presented to him. In regard to these
15 points, the Hon. Minister had more
than one discussion. He gave certain
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undertakings from fime to tume, and
as far as the employees are concern-

ed, those undertakings have not been
honoured.

With your permission, Sir, I want
to table a letter, which was addressed
to the Hon. Minister on 27th* June
1967, containing the 15 separate
points that the trade unions wanted
adjusted in regard to this corpora-
tion. With your permission, I shall
table that letter, and I should like it
to be treated as part of the record.
I shall not read all these requests,
because this is going to be treated
as part of the record. But when the
Hon. Minister replies in this Debate,
I should like him to take into account
this fact and give an answer 1D
regard to the 15 points which he has
discussed with these employees
earlier. We should like to know
on the Floor of this House, for the
satistaction of hon. Members of the
Opposition, what his current think-
ing is on this question.

What is the basic question that is
agitating the trade unions in regard
to this matter ? What is involved in
this transition to a corporation ?
There is a partial denationalization
involved. In other words, if you take
nationalization as a transfer from the
private sector to the government of
certain enterprises—here is some-
thing which is run by a government
department—there is decentraliza-
tion. It is being further removed
from the central authority of govern-
ment, away from this place, away
from the centre. Of course, at the
next stage, if the kind of thinking
that the Hon. Minister of State has
been engaged in in regard to the
C.W.E. is permitted to inspire this
corporation as well, you might get
this also converted after some time
into a joint stock company—Ilike the
Salu Sala—in which various gentle-
men who have been engaged in vari-
ous trades and earn a considerable
amount of money out of them will be
able to invest their monies and begin
to shares in the profits out of the dis-
tribution of electricity. This is, in a
certain sense, like the setting up of
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the Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation
—a partial denationalization in
action, the reversal of the process of
absorbing something as a government
venture.

Now, if you ask me, I am not in
principle opposed to this. As far as
the Opposition are concerned, we are
opposed to this Bill, but we are not
opposed to the principle of setting up
a corporation. We stand by the re-
commendation made by the hon.
Member for Medawachchiya (Mr.
Maithripala Senanayeke) as far back
as 1957 that the affairs of this depart-
ment could be more effectively
handled if it was removed from the
constricting control of financial regu-
lations and the like. And that degree
of flexibility that is required for all
effective business enterprise could be
obtained only by the corporation
structure, We are prepared to stand
by that.

But this is not the way to achieve
it. This Bill, so far as the employees
of the department are concerned, is a
tale of broken promises. If your
corporation is to work effectively,
you must have the willing co-
operation of a satisfied group of
employees. You cannot disappoint
6,000 employees and hope to put this
corporation on a working basis. That
is what I want to tell the Hon. Min-
ister. By what you are trying to do
today you are disappointing 6,000
employees who have lived in hope,
pinning their faith on the Hon. Min-
ister’s promises from 1959 to today.
That is the misfortune we are faced
with. If you want this corporation
to run efficiently, then go back and
look at your earlier Act.

If you compare Clauses 31 onwards
of the Bill that was presented by
him in August 1963—these are
clauses relating to staff—with the
present proposals you will find a big
difference. In fact my own belief is
that the employees, with the passage
of time, are going to get less than
they would have got in 1963.

And that is how the Minister has
kept promises! What the Hon. Min-
ister promised them in 1963 is one
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thing, and what he is giving them
now is another. This Bill is worse.
After all the discussions that took
place in between, discussions at
which the Minister made so many
promises, gave so many undertakings,
he is going to give them less than
what he wanted to give them in 1963.
How do you justify that morally ?
From the point of view of public
policy even, how do you justify
that ?

One thing has happened between
1963 and now. The Government has
changed since 1963, and that is the
basic fact that has gone into the Hon.
Minister’s thinking. There was one
Government in 1963 ; this is another
Government. That is the change
that has taken place. The Minister
remains the same but his thinking
has changed with the change of
Government. That is our accusation
against him.

ceRemnle THOBNDBY
(Qu_r&L_ir BrsprEer)

(Dr. Naganathan)

What are the differences ?

DEsnE el Sen.

(8w Qui@L. Qgriievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I shall tell you. Specifically, the
Hon. Minister was prepared to amend
the Constitution in 1963, for he
proposed that employees transferred
from the Department of Government
Electrical Undertakings, with cer-
tain additions in regard to pension
and the like, would also, as long as

they remained in the service of the
new corporation, continue to enjoy
the benefits of the Public Service
except for one difference: they
would not be under the Public
Service Commission.

6351 &g. &. < 5:36”93

(Qzerrey &. (7. 9. Aveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Will you ensure a two-thirds
majority to amend the Constitution ?
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DEsNE cntEen .

{‘@@ Gl (e Qe riienT )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Bring the Bill, and let us discuss it
and see what should be done. I
cannot give a guarantee on my feet
here on behalf of the entire Opposi-
tion.

G'!éi, &5. . < 8(3?93

(Qsorras &. F. 19 Govar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Once before in 1963 this House
passed a similar Bill with a two-
thirds majority, but you will not get
it now.

AEsNE cendEin S

(B Qi @) Qe miionr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

But those who were not prepared
to give you their co-operation then
are now with you. They have made
you Minister.

ab 8. 8. ¢ BED

(Qaorres 8. 9. 19 Geveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

At that time I got their co-opera-
tion.

@nBw 95y, OO. owedd

(sorf 5 erar. erib. QUCTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why should you not get it now 7
You did not try. Let us adjourn this
Debate, discuss that question and
come back. The Hon. Minister need
not bring another Bill because we
want only to discuss that matter. If
after discussion he amends the Bill
suitably, we may be prepared to give
our co-operation. Let us adjourn
the Debate for one week and discuss
the matter. If that appears to be the
only basis on which we can proceed.
then we might to prepared to give
our co-operation.

ceDemnde BHOBNDBY

(Qir&L_i pr&prser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Since 1963 several corporations

have been established and definite:
provisions have been made in regard
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to employees. Do you want this cor-

poration to be different to the

others ?

BewdEsn DNGEDHNS

(2.0 SUTBETUST QT S6rT)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I thought the hon. Member for
Nallur (Dr. Naganathan) is to speak
after the hon. Member who is now
on his feet.

DEsNE ctnen .

(8@ Quire Qeriovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The Hon. Member for Nallur wants
information. I shall give him the in-
formation.—[Interruption]. = If he
will only tell me what books he
wants I am quite prepared to send
them over to him.

ceDemndes BNOBNDBY

(Qra&ir prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Let me have the legislation in re-
gard to government corporations.

AE 5D cenBin Sh.

(Bm Quie Qeriewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I do not have that with me.

I must answer the hon. Member for
Nallur. It is true that -certain
government departments have been
converted into corporations since
1963. I admit that. I shall be quite
frank. There were the Salt Cor-
poration, the Fisheries Corporation,
the C. B. C,, the Forest Department
—of course, that came quite recently.
Some were converted into corpora-
tions under the previous Government
and others under the present. But I
may say that on every occasion
when the problem of public servants
who were employed there had to be
considered, how public servants who
were in the employ of the depart-
ments concerned should be trans-
ferred to the new status under the
corporations came to be considered, 1

BHewldr @535 QT VCes
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must say that I have always protest-
ed in the same manner as I am pro-
testing today. I have always pro-
tested, and to the shame of the hon.
Member for Nallur is the fact that
when I quoted the lapsed Electricity
Bill, when Section 9 of the Motor
Transport Act was to be used for the
purpose of determining the status of
public servants who were transferred
to the C.B.C., and asked that they
be allowed to continue with their
Widows and Orphans Pension Fund
contributions, he was one of those
who voted against my proposition.—
[Interruption].

©eDemenBei BNNBNHBY

(QrgL i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

That is what you say.
prove it ?

Can you

BE ¢ ¢l .
(@@. Ba 1o yeveilen)
(Mr. Neal de Alwis)

What is there to prove ?
HANSARD and see.

Read

©eDeBN 8w NOBNDHBY
(QLr&L i BraEprEer)
(Dr. Naganathan)

I challenge you. Your bluff must
be called.

BCGISE DBNGDDS)

(e Furprust syenrser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Is the hon. Member denying it ?

eeDemnée HOEHDHBY
(QréL i praprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Yes. He is bluffing.

DEBNE cenBesn Scs.

(8w Quie Qeriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

If he denies it I will take him on
on a suitable occasion. In any case,

I can leave the hon. Mmber for
Nallur alone.
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All T demanded was that the same
benefits be given, and when I quoted
the lapsed Electricity Bill and said
that it had been the intention of the
Government to grant this in respect
of one set of people, I was told that
that Bill had lapsed and that I could
not quote that as a precedent. The
hon. Member’s memory requires to
be bees-waxed.

To come back to this question, I
grant that there have been these
various changes, and it is the very
practice that was followed in regard
to Fisheries or Salt or the C. B. C.
by the Minister of State, my Collea-
gue in Colombo South. That is why
I have the gravest misgivings in re-
gard to the future of these engineers
and workers in the Department of
Government Electrical Undertakings
because of what has happened.

I read the terms offered to the
C. B. C. employees on re-employ-
ment. Their posts were abolished in
the old Broadcasting Department and
they were asked to apply as new
employees of the C. B. C., and I read
out here in this honourable House the
terms that were offered to them by
the present Director-General who
became the head of the C. B. C. They
were the most humiliating terms and
they were told: “You can take it or
leave it. You sign by such and such
a date, otherwise you will be treated
as having vacated your posts and as
not having come into the service of
the new corporation.” I do not want
the history of the C. B. C. to be re-
peated in this case of the Electrical
Corporation. I do not want that to
be repeated and that is why I am
making this protest.

In 1963 the Hon. Minister was pre-
pared in Clause 31 of that Bill to
say :

S Every provision of this Part which
is in conflict or inconsistent with any-
thing in the Ceylon (Constitution) Order
in Council, 1946, shall for all purposes
and in all respects be as valid and effect-
ual as though that provision were in that
Act for the amendment of that Order in
Council enacted by Parliament after
compliance ~ with =~ the requirement
imposed by the proviso to sub-section (4)
of Section 29 of that Order in Council.”
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In other words, since his Bill
would be encroaching upon the
powers of the Public Service Com-
mission he was seeking validity for
that law under the proviso to Section
29 of the Order in Council. But all
those intentions have now been given
up.

At that time there was only one
question outstanding and that was
the question of what would be
substituted in regard to diseciplinary
matters for the powers of the Public
Service Commission. That was the
one outstanding question as between
the employees and the Hon. Minister.
There was a subsidiary question of
whether there was a certain portion
to be added to their pension in lieu
of service and so on. But they were
all to be taken over and their pension
rights and all the perquisites that
they enjoyed as public servants were
to be protected by the Hon. Minister
under that corporation. Now he has
departed from that. And what is he
offering them ? What he is offering
them under the Pension Minute is
that meagre consideration that is
given to an employee on the aboli-
tion of a post. I refer to Section 7 of
the Pension Minute. Section 7 of the
Pension Minute says that where a
pensionable post is abolished, the
officer will be entitled to 1/720th of
the salary——

o 8. 8 ¢ BED

(Qaserres &. (F. 19. FHevour)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

He will be offered employment in
the corporation.

AEsNE Bt S,
(B. Qui@ Qeriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

—in respect of each month of ser-
vice and that to that shall be added
one month in respect of every other
two months of service over and above
120 months of service, and even that
shall remain at a maximum of 120
months or ten years. This is but a
meagre concession that is given by
Section 7 of the Pension Minute, and
this is all that the Hon. Minister pro-
poses to give.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Minister announced two
amendments today.

A&sna CeanRen .

(Blqp. Quir@)— G mienr )

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes, but we cannot debate certain

amendments which the Hon. Minis-
ter has in mind and which he has
not even formulated up to this time.
How can we debate that ? We can
only debate those clauses which are
given to us in print. As far as this
Bill is concerned, the meagre con-
cession granted on the abolition of
the post, as contemplated by Secticn
7 of the Pension Minute, is not some-
thing with which you can fob off
these people after all these years of
‘service.

There is another matter. The pen-
sion is to be frozen when the officer
comes into the service of the corpo-
ration. Now if the pension is to be
frozen at that point and he is allowed
to draw a partial commutation if he
wants—he can draw a partial com-
mutation if he wants under the pro-
visions of this Bill—the rest of it will
also be frozen and he can draw it
only when he ceases to be in the
employ of the corporation. You
treat the man as a pensioner but you
are not giving him his pension or the
privilege of a re-employed pensioner.
A pensioner who is re-employed by a
public corporation—in the case of a
pensioner re-employed by a govern-
ment department there is a particu-
lar method of computing his salary
-and allowances—is given a salary
over and above the pension he draws,
and if he is dismissed by the corpora-
tion he does not lose his pension. But
according to this Bill, there is still a

«doubt, since the pension will still be
held on his behalf, whether if he is
dismissed that pension will accrue to
him or not.
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(Dr. Naganathan)
He has a legal right to the pension.

DEsNE cwrEn .

(& m Qi@ Qariien)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The hon. Member for Nallur
(Dr. Naganathan) had better read
the preamble to the Pension Minute
itself. It will settle any doubts he
may have in his mind on this ques-
tion. In any event I do not wish to
bandy words with the hon. Member.

The question remains that this is a
matter on which the Hon. Minister
must make his intentions clear.

Then there are the fifteen-point
demands by the trade unions. I am
tabling them, so that they will be
on record. I should like the Hon.

Minister to give a categorical reply,
point by point, in the course of his

speech.
Letter tabled is as follows :

THE JOINT FRONT OF ALL TRADE UNIONS IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT ELECTRICAL
UNDERTAKINGS

Stanley Power Station,
Wellampitiya,
27th June, 1967.

Hon’ble Minister,

Ministry of Lands, Irrigation and
Power,

Colombo.

Honoured Sir,

PROPOSALS TO BE INCORPORATED IN THE
DrRAFT ELECTRICITY BOARD BILL

IN response to your request made at the
Conference held on 5.5.67 and letter of
your Permanent Secretary No. P.L. 128/
58 of 6.6.67, this Joint Front of all
Trade Unions in the Department of Gov-
ernment Electrical Undertakings has de-
cided to place before your honour the
following proposals to be duly incor-
porated in the Bill now being drafted for
the conversion of the D.G.E.U. into a
Corporation.

This Joint Front firmly believes that if
the Government intends that the D.G.E.U.
is to _be converted into a Corporation in
the National interest and for the efficient
and speedy development of the Industry,
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it is also obligatory on the part of the
Government to safeguard the rights and
privileges of the employees of the
D.G.E.U,, who have contributed to make
the Department one of the biggest profit
earning Departments under Government.
The following proposals have been for-
mulated with this belief as a firm and
justifiable foundation.

It is the considered opinion of this Joint
Front that the undermentioned conditions
pertaining to the composition of the Board
should be included in the Bill in order to
ensure the smooth and efficient function-
ing of the proposed organisation and also
to provide a proper perspective in demo-
cratic employer-employees relationships.
Stated very briefly and in broad outline
they are as follows :—

1. The Board should consist of Ceylon-
ese Members with qualifications
and wide experience in at least
one of the following : —

Electrical Engineering, Industry
and Management.

2. Notwithstanding the requirement of
Clause 1, one Member of the
Board should be a representative
of the employees nominated
annually by this Joint Front of
Trade Unions. The term of office
of such representative should be
one year and he shall not be re-
moved from office by the honour-
able Minister during such period
except at the request of this Joint
Front of Trade Unions.

3. Senators, Members of Parliament or
Members of any Local Body, both
present or past, or persons who
have taken an active part in poli-
tics shall not be eligible for
appointment to the Board.

The following clauses pertaining to the
employees of the D.G.E.U. should be in-
cluded in the relevant sections of the Bill
in such manner that no legal disability
arises at any later date.

4. (a) On the formation of the Board,
all employees irrespective of
Class, Grade and Service of
the D.G.E.U. shall have a
period of ten (10) years add-
ed to their service in the
D.G.E.U. for purposes of
computing their pensions.
This rule shall be applicable
notwithstanding anything to
the contrary in the Pension
Minutes or the rules and re-
gulations relating to the Pro-
vident Fund.

4. (b) Every person employed in the
D.G.E.U. in any capacity and
recruited under the normal
schemes of recruitment
approved for each grade or
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category shall be offered em-
ployment in the Board. After
such employment is accepted
by any employee presently
serving the D.G.E.U., under
conditions enumerated in
Clause ‘5’ below, the board
shall not terminate such em-
ployment in an arbitrary
manner except at the request
of the employee concerned.

5. Employees of the D.G.E.U.

accepting the offer of em-
ployment shall be given the
right to continue their full
tenure of service in the Board
with all their rights and pri-
vileges as Government Ser-
vants now being enjoyed and
which would accrue to them
in the future if they continu-
ed their service in the
D.G.E.U.

6. Employees of the D.G.E.U. who

do not wish to accept the
offer of employment under
“5” above should be given the
option to retire from Gov-
ernment Service with ten
years added to their service
in Government, as provided
in Clause 4 (a) above, for
purposes of calculation of
pensions. Provision to be
made to exercise such option
at any time after the forma-
tion of the Board.

7. Persons retired under ‘6’ above

be given the opportunity of
voluntarily joining the ser-
vices of the Board under
terms and conditions gene-
rally applicable to such cate-
gory or grade of employee in
the Board without violating
Clause 8 below.

8. The Post of General Manager or

Chief Executive of the Board,
and all promotional grades in
all other ranks available at
present and which would
arise as a result of normal
expansion of services within
the Board, be reserved for
employees who serve in the
Board under Clause 5 above,
until all such employees cease
to exist. All such promo-
tional grades to be filled up
in accordance with the exist-
ing scheme of promotions
applicable to the wvarious
grades (or within amend-
ments and improvements to
such schemes made at the re-
quest of Trade Unions repre-
senting wvarious grades or
categories of employees.)
This provision to be extended
to acting, temporary or
“ Attending to duties” posts
which may arise in the Board
as well.
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9. An increase of not less than 50
per cent. of the basic salary
received by an employee of
the D.G.E.U. on the date of
the formation of the Board
or Rs. 100 (whichever 1s
greater) be added on to the
monthly remuneration re-
ceived by him.

10. All casual and temporary em-
ployees of the Department
paid from all sources be con-
sidered as permanent em-
ployees for the purposes enu-
merated above.

11. All questions of the employees
of the D.G.E.U. taken up
either individually or by re-
gistered Trade Unions of the
D.G.E.U. with the P.S.C,
Ministry, Treasury, Salaries
Anomalies Commission, etc.,
and remaining unsolved on
the date of formation of the
Board be treated as pending
and it shall be the duty of
the Board to continue action
taken by the D.G.E.U. in
consultation with the Unions
or individuals towards settl-
ing such issues satisfactorily.

12. The Board shall establish an
ad hoc Tribunal to determine
any disputes which may
arise regarding : —

(a) Relative seniority and
scales of pay of persons
employed by the Board

from outside the
D.G.E.U. and those of
the D.G.E.U.

(b) The seniority, etc, of the
officers newly appoint-
ed as employees of the
Board in relation to
those who elect to con-
tinue in the service of
the Board.

(¢) The salary scales, senio-
rity and terms of em-
ployment, ete., of an
officer in the Board.

(d) Termination of employ-
ment, interdiction and
dismissal of an em-
ployee referred to
under Clause 7 above.

(e) The composition of the
Tribunal shall be as
follows : —

The two parties in
dispute to elect one
member each and the
Chairman to be elected
?y the Hon’ble Minis-
er.

Bewddn @5I%) eHVGw
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13. All special benefits, grants,
awards and new concessions
made available to other em-
ployees of the Board be ex-
tended to employees of the
D.G.E.U. who have accepted
to continue service in the
Board.

14. If an employee of the D.G.E.U.
who continues service in the
Board is dismissed by the
operation of the normal pro-
cess governing such dismis-
sals, he shall be entitled to
pension rights for his period
of service in the D.G.E.U.,
with 10 years added to such
service, as at Clause 4 (a)
above. This provision to
apply to contributors to the
Provident Fund as well.

15. Employees referred to wunder
Clause (5) above shall be
given first preference when
appointments are made to
new categories or grades of
employees created by the
Board.

This Joint Front of Trade Unions de-
mands that the above proposals be suit-
ably incorporated in the Draft Electricity
Board Bill. This Joint Front is prepared
to have further discussions with you in
order to provide further clarification on
this matter, if you so desire, and earnestly
request you to make available a copy of
the final Draft Bill prepared by you for
serutiny by this Front before it is tabled
in Parliament.

Over four thousand employees of the
D.G.E.U., belonging to nearly 33 Trade
Unions now united under the banner of
this Joint Front of Trade Unions, are
eagerly looking forward towards receiv-
ing justice and fairplay at your hands.

Yours faithfully,
Sgd.
Hony. Joint Secretaries
for and on behalf of all the Trade
Unions (D.G.E.U.).
Sgd.
Hony. President
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DE5ND cenBen Scn.
(5@. Quire . Qerdievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The basic question is the continua-
tion of the rights enjoyed by these
people in the public service. There
are about 6,000 of them. It is useless
trying to apply Section 9 of the
Motor Transport Act which dealt
with the future of certain public ser-
vants taken over for the nucleus of
rganization set up for the

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

i


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

121
Cozn g€ AC @G B ©@wYBem
nationalization of the bus services
and to say that Section 9 of the
Motor Transport Act shall, mutatis
mutandis, apply to this new corpo-
ration in respect of public servants.
This is not the way to treat this
question. The Government made the
same mistake in the Higher Educa-
tion Act, and we shall be repeating
this mistake under this new Bill if we
do not do some proper thinking on the
subject. I want to ask the Hon. Minis-
ter, do you think the trade unions
will pin their faith in your pro-
nouncements ? Why is he letting
them down ? Why is he breaking
faith with these trade unions in this
way ? Is it because his thinking has
been coloured by his becoming a
Minister of a different Government
after 1965 ? He has suffered “ a sea-
change unto something rich and
strange ”’ since 1965, and his thinking
has also undergone a change and that
which he was prepared to give in
1963 to the 6,000 employees under his
department he is not prepared to
grant today. I say this is a breach of
faith with the 6,000 employees of the
Department of Government Electrical
Undertakings. I say that, as far as
the Hon. Minister is concerned, even
the meagre concessions he gives lose

their wvalue.

Let us take the question of what
happens to an employee who has not
completed 120 months. What happens
to him ? The Hon. Minister says, “ All
right, if he has not completed 10 years
but has completed 8 years I am pre-
pared to give him some concession. If
he has completed 8 years I shall take
him temporarily into the corporation,
and until he reaches 10 years he shall
be treated as having served under
Government for purposes of giving
him a pension, and then he will be
entitled to pensionable status.” Why
8 years ? What about the others in
the department who would have
received the benefits contemplated in
1967 when he was a Minister of the
Government of 1957 ? This benefit
was available to them up to 1959,

6——od 3389 (69/3)
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until the Hon. Minister of Home
Affairs, when he was the Prime
Minister, and under his direction the
then Minister of Finance, Mr. Stanley
de Zoysa, who is now happily in
Indonesia, took back the concessions
the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike
had given the public servants who
were on a casual and temporary basis,
the concessions that were made in
Treasury Circulars 421 and 361 of
1957. That was an act of robbery that
was conducted against the public
servants. Up to that time there were
those who with five years’ service got
on to a provident fund basis, and they
were expecting to become pension-
able with another five years. There
are a number of persons who have not
yet completed the full ten years in
order to become pensionable—not
even eight. Why do you not give them
the same concession ? Why are you
imposing this 8-year limit? Only
those who have not got 120 months
but have got 8 years are to get the
concession. If the Hon. Minister
wants to make a concession let him
make a handsome concession. Let
him take in all those people and give
them the same concession. Why can
he not do that ?

Those are the points I want to bring
to the Hon. Minister’s notice. What
he contemplated giving in 1963 was
considered insufficient. The em-
ployees had to negotiate with him in
1963. After all the negotiations, what
has happened in 6 years is that they
have lost even what they were to get
in 1963. That, Sir, is the melancholy
conclusion to negotiations.

ad & 8. ¢ 8ED

(Qaarrey &. (F. 19 Geveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

May be too much negotiation.

DEsNE cenG@en .
(Ba. Quie’ Qemievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Very well, it may be so. I have
generally found that in any negotia-
tion with the Hon. Minister he does
most of the negotiating and we have
little chance of saying anything. In
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any event, quite apart from that, I

have always felt sorry because the

Hon. Minister exhausts himself by

talking too much. He should give us

a chance of saying something.

But since on this occasion I have
stated all I have to state as far as we
are concerned, I want to mention
only this. In regard to the projected
power production in this country
from the point of view of the power
needs of this country—the expansion
of domestic consumption, rural
electrification and industrialization—
on all these matters there has been a
falling away from the standards
expected and from the targets
expected to be achieved, for which
the Hon. Minister owes an explana-
tion to this House. After all the
undertakings that he has had in hand
for the purpose of generating more
power in this country and even after
the unification that he has carried out
on one grid, today we are faced with
a power cut. He owes an explana-
tion to this House on that score too.

His entire accounting system has
been found fault with not merely
from the point of view of costing of
power but on the footing that he does
not even maintain a proper fixed
assets register in respect of that
department. On these matters of
accounting and management ineffici-
ency he owes an explanation to this
House. As far as this conversion of
the department into a corporation is
concerned, the status of the
employees is now worse than when
he began. On that matter he owes
an explanation, he owes reparation to
these employees and to this House.
For all these reasons I call upon this
Holuse to reject the Hon. Minister’s
Bill.

g. on. b.40

CORCHDBw BN BNDBY

(_rd i BT B HeT )

(sr. Naganatharn)

I did not intend to speak at all on
this Bill. But, earlier, on the matter
of taking over of possession of

Pewlds 9535 CeFVCW

124

—eedm 6 Bwdd
government quarters I heard the hon.
Joint Member for Colombo South
(Mr. Bernard Soysa) raising a point
of Order which I thought was so
absurd that I was surprised that he
could even think of such a thing.
After that experience I felt that he
was going to speak some profound
absurdities even on this Bill and,
therefore, I listened to him carefully.
Now I want to reply to his speech.

Firstly, he said that as far as the
employees are concerned there is a
breach of faith, but he {failed to

prove that there is a breach of faith.
It is true that the employees made 15
demands, but the Hon. Minister
never agreed to all those demands.

Secondly, he said the Minister
is in an indecent hurry. True,
we are all in a great hurry
because we want more power.
But the point is that we have no
money, and, therefore, we have got to
pass this Bill, because, unless this Bill
is passed we will not get the money
and unless we get the money we will
not have more power. And, as a
result, the progress of the country
will be handicapped.

Again, the hon. Member was the
whole time complaining against the
department—that it is an anachro-
nism, that the principal obstacle to
development of power is the bureasu-
cracy of the department, that it is
controlled by the Treasury, and so
on. And yet, he wants to preserve
it! I do not understand his logic.

The hon. Member also said that
there was a report by some commit-

tee—rather a part of a report—that
had looked into the matter.

DE5NE owBw D,
(Bs. Quiey’ GFEriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I said that we were entirely for a
corporation, but not this corporation.
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eeRemndw BHONDBY
(Qur& i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am entirely in agreement with
the hon. Member for Colombo South,
but not with the Member who made
this speech ! He said that that report
suggested certain improvements to
the department, and he wants those
improvements carried out before we
think of a corporation. His argument
is something like this : a man gives a
report as to how this House should be
repaired, but there is another scheme
to rebuild this House. Does he want
us first to repair and refurnish this
House and thereafter bring it down
and rebuild it ? It is absurd. When
we are thinking of a new scheme it
is unnecessary to improve the old
scheme.

There are one or two points that
I want to make in the course of which
I want to call his bluff. He said that
Section 2 of the Electricity Act has
certain defects. It is true that that
section needs amendment. But to say
that that section must first be
amended and other necessary amend-
ments effected to the present Act
before an entirely new Bill is
brought, is absurd. There is a Com-
mittee stage when all the clauses can
be amended where necessary.

In the course of
he made a statement.
house owner can have his own
electricity generating plant and
supply himself with electricity and
nobody can question him. If he is a
landlord he can supply his own
electricity to his house as well as to
his other houses and charge the cost
of electricity to the rent. I said that
it is a fantastic possibility. He said
there are many cases in the City—

his speech
He said that a

DE5ND craBen .

(8. QuieL. Qerdevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Not many. There are some cases.
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ceRcmNndw NOBHHBY

(Ch_m&L_i B mirEer)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I should like him to show them to
me. Let it be even tomorrow or the
day after. I like to call his bluff.
There is nobody in Colombo who is
having his own machine to supply
electricity for himself and who is
using that machine for supplying—

AENnd B e,
(8l Qi@ Qeriienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I did not say so.

ceDesmnde BHOHDBY
(Qu_ma&L_ s B et )
" (Dr. Naganathan)

—electricity te his other houses.
No, Sir, that kind of bluff will not do.
My hon. Friend cannot fool all the
people all the time.

AEsNE oehZen .
(8. Quire Qeriienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I can take you to those places and
show you the places.

ceRemNIw BIABTHNLY

(QL_rdi_ir BT s BT 56T )

(Dr. Naganathan)

You can take me and show them
to me, and if it is so I will come here
and say on the Floor of this House
that I was wrong and you were right.

Sir, my Friend quoted history. His
history also was not correct. Unfortu-
nately in Ceylon we are used to
fashioning history to suit our heart’s
desires, not facts.

The hon. Member said the Bill was
first mooted in 1959. That is true. He
said that the Government at that
time consulted the unions and the
Bill was brought up in 1961, and that
it was dropped. Another Bill was
brought up in 1962 but it lapsed. The
Bill brought up in 1963 also lapsed.
He did not tell us why it lapsed in
1963.
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In 1963 almost a similar Bill was
brought to this House and passed by
2 two-thirds majority by the other
side when they were the Govern-
ment. That means they and we, all
wanted the Electricity Board formed
because we wanted money from out-
side and because we wanted to im-
prove the country.

So, we did want a board, and
the Bill passed for that purpose
lapsed because it was submitted to
Standing Committee “ A" and while
Standing Committee “A” was sit-
ting Parliament was prorogued. It
was for no other reason. The Bill was
{ approved by a two-thirds majority.
You brought the Bill and we
{ approved of it, and today for you to
say you are opposing this Bill, a very
similar Bill, is something which can-
not be understood except for the
reason that you want to do so pur-
posely and unnecessarily.

HeB dsY. 98, el

(soorB5 erer. ertb. QuGrir)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Two thirds majority provision is
not there now.

coDemnde BHOBNDBY

(QLr&Li prsprEer)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Not that a two-thirds majority was
asked for.

&N owEthn D,

(8. Quir@) - Qerdiovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You had better change the condi-
tions that apply to the staff.

ecDemndw BHOBNDBY
(Q_ra& i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

They are substantially the same.

Bewpldm @s35) DeRICH

—eedm 8 Bwd
HnBe Y. 0. osedl

(ser 5l G erer. erib: AGrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)
They are not the same.

ceDemendes BNABNDSBY

(Qr_m&L_rm BT & BT HG )

(Dr. Naganathan)

What I say is, the Bill had the con-
sent of the House by a two-thirds
majority in its Second Reading some
time earlier. Today you are against
it because your only idea is to
sabotage it. You do not come here
in order to build up the economy and
the nation. You are out to bring
down the Government by all possible
means.

8. 8. wABo» Ow. (WYoCeE)
(@@ . 19. FREs—al BsmeLimrer)
(Mr. "T. B: Subasinghe—Katugampola)
You are trying to support it.

ceemende AN BT

(Q_méatLi BT [5IT S )

(Dr. Naganathan)

The hon. Member who spoke last
wanted rural electrification, indus-
trial electrification, and electrification
of the railway. I can agree with
him that the Ceylon Government
Railway should be electrified. We
cannot be dependent on other coun-
tries for our fuel, for coal and for
oil. We have not yet discovered oil
in Ceylon. If and when we dis-
cover oil in Ceylon, then perhaps
dieselization will be all right. But
till such time as we have oil, we
should proceed with the electrifica-
tion of our railways.

Then there was much said about
the old system, about Bousteads,
about the trolley buses, and so on,
all of which was quite unnecessary
and quite extraneous to the Debate.
But, of course, my good Friend is
used to this type of meandering con-
versation. And he has gone away
also. He critized the fact that
there was a central grid formed.
That is the way in which electricity
is distributed in all advanced and
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developing countries; so that, the
construction of a central grid was a
good thing, an admirable thing done
by the Hon. Minister and his assist-
ants. Surely, Sir, the central grid
was not responsible for the power
cut, as h ewas trying to make out.
The power cut had to be resorted to
due to something beyond our control.
It was due to the drought which even
the L. S. S. P. cannot dictate to. That
was the only reason. The very fact
that we had a central grid gave us
the opportunity to cut power not in
one or two places but evenly all over
the Island ; otherwise the power cut
would have affected one or two acres
very badly and other areas much
less. Because of this central grid we
can distribute electricity evenly all
over the country.

We have got the River Valley pro-
ject. It is one of the things that we
in this country can be proud of. I
do say that the scheme at Gal Oya
is not an economic proposition for
it has not paid its way. It has not
paid its way because it is not only
a river valley project but also a
scheme under which people are given
land free on the basis of a welfare
state. The Walawe Scheme is a
great success. The dam at Walawe
was constructed by our own engi-
neers two and a half years before the
target date. It, in fact, is a creditable
achievement. Today, we have as
head of the River Valleys Develop-
ment Board a gentleman by the name
of Mr. Kahawita who is really an
asset to the country.

The fault, if there is any, in the Gal
Oya Scheme and the Walawe Scheme
is attributable to the extension
schemes being faulty. I am sorry to
say that. My good Friend the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture is not here,
but I should say that the agricultural
schemes should continue on the basis
of satisfactory irrigation schemes.
The extension schemes under the

Department of Industries have not

been as satisfactory as we have
hoped under these various river
valley schemes. I hope that in

1969 @352@ 20
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future when the river valley schemes
enlarge, extension schemes under
the Agriculture Department as well
as under the Ministry of Industries
will be worked out so as to be a
success.

Now, Sir, the Hon. Minister was
taken to task by my Friend for not
having reached the targets, for still
saying that we are behind schedule.
The point is we do not have money
although we want more and more
money, and therefore if this Bill is
passed we can negotiate for money
that we require. If you say that you
do not want money, if you do not
want new schemes, it only means
that you do not want this country to
advance. This clearly shows that
you are sabotaging the advancement
of this country. That is the only
reason I can see because, as I said
before, this Bill was passed by this
House with a two-thirds majority in
1963. The reason why it lapsed is
because of the fact that while the
Standing Committee was examining
the Bill Parliament was prorogued.

If you go to a bank for money you
should be prepared to get it on their |
terms. I do not think you can get
money from a bank on your own
terms.

e Y. . cmeldh
(saor s erer. ertb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Terms mean what ?

ccDemNndew FHOBNHBY
(Q_r&eL_ir [pirsprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

That is exactly what he said.

qhazlgcé DY, D8, cuedsh
(&vawrgﬁ‘@ GTGI. GTLD. @U@ﬂ'.ﬁ"ﬂ'}

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What do you mean by terms ?

eeDemNnies BIABNHBY
(Q_r&L_it prs BT ser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Terms mean terms.
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(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Terms mean interest and repay-
ment.

e0DemNnEw BHABNDSY
(O prsprEer)
(Dr. Naganathan)

' There will be conditions to see that
the money is profitably and economi-
' cally utilized.

¢a-335w Y. O8. gweld
(&m. M. Q. erib. Canrs)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is all right. You cannot say
you must have only this type of
organization.

eeesNndw THAITHDBY
(Qur&L_ii B prEer)
(Dr. Naganathan)

According to my Friend, the pre-
sent organization is an anachronism.
He himself said that the principal
obstruction to this organization is the
bureaucracy, that the achievement of
the Government Electrical Under-

takings is something that one cannot
' make boast of anywhere. That is what

various Sessional Papers said. The

- Park Report said that the present
structure of the electricity supply in-
dustry is unsatisfactory.

When a bank says that we must go
and invest the money they give in a
profitable and economic concern,
it is their condition. If we do not
want to do that then they would not
give the money wanted urgently. The
! hon. Dr. N. M. Perera wanted money
urgently when he was Minister of
. Finance. He ran to America.

88&eey @d. 8. L hdrnwn es.
(g m®OEC)

(ﬁ@m‘@ A pwrCeur. gyi. to. LIGWTL_IT T
' rm;rmé&——@;;ﬁ(ﬁswaﬁbm\.)

. (Mrs. Sirimavo R. D. Bandaranaike—
| Attanagalla)

How can he run to America ?

BHewldm @535 LeFAC®
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coDemenBan TNOINDBY
(QLr&L_i BrapTSeT)
(Dr. Naganathan)

He went under the seat. He is not
used to running on land or flying over
the land ; he is always going under
the seat.

To say that we must be given loans
on our conditions, that we are a free
country, is to be childish and foolish.

As for the trolley bus service, first
of all at the very inception it was a
big racket. Why should one of those
buses cost Rs. 1 lakh ? They were
second-hand buses.

@8 Y. 8. cseld
(sor G erer. ertb, QUCTIT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is not correct. They were all
new buses.

@@aqm@agcﬁ SHABNDBY
(&L B B er)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Well, they cost a lakh of rupees
each.

end8e 5. 2. cuvedd
(soor £ G erer. erwb. QuUGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I do not know what they cost. It
may be you are right.

ccDemaniu BNABNBY

(Q_maL it BT BT et )

(Dr. Naganathan)

The outlay itself, the overhead
wires and so on, cost a lot of money.
It was a racket, I say, from the
beginning.

DC. ®eE
(6&2R)

(een)ls ortb. ylimed UTEEi LoTSSAIT—
G’@J@@J?@J}

(Mr. M. Abdul Bakeer Markar—Beru-
wala)

Who was responsible ?

ARE O 15 @cs.

ceDemnin HeONDBY

(Ot pramprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I do not know. I do not want to
say anything without knowing the
exact facts. T am not afraid of saying
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the truth. If the Department of
Government Electrical Undertakings
over-charged the Colombo Municipal
Council for current consumption how
did Mayor Rudra and Mayor N. M.
Perera claim that the trolley hus ser-
vice was a big success ?

Bl Y. IO, cuedl)
(s@rplE erar. ertb. QuCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

It was efficiently run.

eeRemnbe NONDBY
(CW_r&i_ir mraspmser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

It was not because the Government
over charged you for current that
you failed, but there were other
reasons.

My Friend from Colombo South
spoke about the compulsory take-
over of current distribution from
local authorities. Clause 22 says :

“Where, as respects the electrical
undertakings carried on by a local autho-
rity in its capacity as a licensee within
the meaning of the Electricity Act, the
Minister is satisfied, after consultation
with the Minister of Local Government
and after such inquiry as he may deem
necessary, at which such local authority
and the Board shall be given an oppor-
tunity of being heard,—

(a)that such authority has been guilty
of neglect, default or mismanage-
ment In carrying on such under-
takings, ..... -

There is one word missing here,
and that is the word “dishonesty.”
That word has been omitted because
we do not want to put such words
into our legislation. I am sorry to say
that in many of these local authori-
ties there has been thorough dis-
honesty in the matter of carrying on
electrical undertakings. I know of
cases where electricity loans have
been taken and not spent for electri-
city but on other matters unconnected
with electricity. Advances have been
obtained from consumers for cons-
tructing lines but those lines have not
been constructed. Those moneys
should have been deposited—

1969 @8z 20 13

—eedm 8 Hwd®
pda Y. DO, cwedd
(soor B %) erer. er. QuGrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Most of them
chairmen !

are UL Nl

coRemndw HOINDBY
(QL_r&L_i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

May be so! It is a disgrace !

Gl Y. DO. eueds

(seor B 5 erer. erb. QuUGTTI)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I gave the example of Udugampola.

ceRemnle BNOBNDBY

(Q_ra&L_ir pBirsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I do not care to defend either the
U. N. P. or the L.. S. S. P. Where there
have been individual cases of dis-
honesty I am not going to defend
them. Dishonesty must be brought
out from wherever it comes.

88&edT AFMmdsnwn e,
(Spng P plwrCeonr e rrpriiss)
(Mr. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)
Even on your side!

cePemanle HANDEY
(GL_maL_ir praspir e )

(Dr. Naganathan) |
Our side and your side also! Sub-
clause (b) arises only as a result of
(a), that is, because they have been
guilty of neglect, default or mis- |
management in carrying on such
undertakings. I know that in some of
these village committees the electri-
city bills due from the friends and
supporters of the chairman or his
party are never collected. So I do not
think we can allow dishonesty to
continue under any circumstances. I
am surprised that the hon. Member
for Colombo South should try to de-

fend some of these people.

Then with regard to the trade
unions, it is true that in 1963 the trade
unions put up 15 demands, but, as I
said before, the hon. Member for
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Colombo South has not established
the fact that those demands were
accepted or enshrined in the Bill. He
said that an undertaking was given
and that we have gone back on that
undertaking. That, I think, is an
error. May I refer to the
State Industrial Corporations Act,
No. 49 of 1957 ? With regard to the
appointment of public officers to the
staff of corporations there is a defi-
nite minute here which lays down on
what terms they should be taken
over. You cannot now go back on
what has already been accepted by
25 or 30 corporations on the question
of the appointment of public officers
to their staff. Various government
factories have been taken over by
corporations and boards, and the em-
ployees of those factories have been
taken over under certain terms
settled between the unions concerned
and the corporations and boards in
~ question, and those terms have
 proved satisfactory.

B&5HR owmBn .

(8. Quiey Qardevr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

They have not been satisfactory.

eedemnds BNOBNDBY

(QOLr&Li prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

If they are not satisfactory then we
can improve on them. We need this
Bill. We want power quickly. We
want a board because we want money
quickly.

@Be 5. 8. eweld
(soor G erer. erib. QUCTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why can you not have more
power without this Bill ?

eeDemnden HONDBY

(Qu_raii B BT ser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Fifteen trade unions have stated
the case about their own selves. I
do not think it is wrong to ask for
better wages and better terms of
employment. It is natural for them

Besisn @535 QedTCH
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to make such demands. But the in-
terests of the State, the nation, can-
not be put behind the interests of a
few trade unions. They cannot be
permitted to stop the advance of our
country. We camn look into the
matter. If necessary, we can im-
prove on it. But you say, “Do not
have this Bill” when you Kknow
that the Bill is required urgently.

®HnBw Y. 8. cse8d
(seoT 55 erehr. GTiD- QuGrmTm)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
Why ?

ceDemndc BNA BN BY

(QL_rdL it 5 BT ST )

(Dr. Naganathan)

Because even today we are short
of power.

anBe Y. 8. eweld
(sor B erer. erth. QUCTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Without this Bill you can do the
same thing.

cedemnie NN EY
(QLr&Lii prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Where is the money ?

8w Y. 8. eweldd
(soor G erar. erb. QuGrTrT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

What has the money got to do with
the Bill ?

ceRemnde IHOBNDBY
(O prsprger)
(Dr. Naganathan)

We want Rs. 260 million to finish
the Maskeliya-oya Scheme alone.

eg:@s&s Y. . emueld
(s@rB % erar. erib. QuGCrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why do you want this Bill for
that ?

©oRemNEw HOZNDBY
(Qur&L_i praprger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Unless we have a board—
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Grdde DuY. 28, ecweld
(sor Bl erer. er. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You cannot get the money !

23D &y e

(8- suGms)

(Mr. Subasinghe)

You are tied down there, are you

not ?—[Interruption].

ceDemndew BNOINDBY
(QLr&L_i Brsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Any man who wants to run his
estate correctly has to be tied down
to certain principles.—[Interrup-
tion].

w8 dDuY. 8. euedd

(sor g erar. erb. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You have not told us why this Bill
is necessary to get the money. You
got money in the past without this
Bill. Why is it necessary now to have
this Bill in order to get the money ?
Up to date you have got considerable
amounts of money from abroad with-
out this Bill. Why is it now neces-
sary to have this Bill in order to get
the money ?

cePemNnded BHAHDEY

(QLr&L_i BT BT ger)

(Dr. Naganathan)

In 1960 the then Government got
some money for Stage II B of the
Laxapana Hydro Electricity Scheme
on an undertaking given. But you
repudiated that undertaking. It is a
damn shame to this country and to
its people—[Interruption]. It was
your Government. You cannot get
money by trickery.—[Interruption].
You gave an undertaking that you
will form a board.

e oY, 8. cwuedsd
(sar 5 erer. erid. QuGrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

No. That is not frue.

19690 @8z 20
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ceDe N THAENDEY
(Qu_ra&L_ii preprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Anyway it was the S. L. F. P. Gov-
ernment. In 1960 when the loan
agreement was signed for Stage II B
of the Laxapana Hydro Electricity
Scheme an undertaking was given by
you that an electricity board would
be set up early.

Hndes Y. 9. cuedsd
(soorp G erer. erb. QulrTr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Seven years have passed now. You
could have borrowed money after
that.—[Interruption].

coRemndn NONNBY
(Q_r&L_i prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

When you asked for more money
they said, “No.” They turned it
down on the ground that you had not
kept your word.

gl Y. . ewels
(5@13’;57'@ erar. erth. QuGTrmr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You could have borrowed money
after that. :

ceDemhle HONDSY

(Cu_mr&L_i BB Ger )

(Dr. Naganathan)

Unless you borrow money by
trickery ! I say we do not want any |
dishonesty. The point is, we want '|
more money urgently, we want elec- |
tricity urgently. There is a shortage
of electricity. The population of this
country is growing rapidly. There is
development taking place. So we
want more power. More power and
more cement mean that the country
is developing. Well, these are two
fundamental things on which the
country’s growth can be evaluated.

As I said earlier, this Bill was
passed by a two- thirds majority in
1963 because you wanted a board
and you wanted money.
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@B Y. 8. cwedd
(soor G erar. ertb. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You are dropping out one impor-
tant fact. We amended the Bill with
a two-thirds majority because we
wanted certain concessions granted to
the workers which you all are now
dropping. That is our objection.

coDemndw NOBNDBY
(QL_r&L i [BraprserT)
(Dr. Naganathan)

You did not amend it. The House
unanimously wanted that Bill and so
it got a two-thirds majority. It is
not that you amended it with a two-
thirds majority. That was not an
amendment. It is a fact.

@de Y. 8. cweldd

(-iﬁﬁvﬂ'ﬁ‘@ erer. ertp. QuGrmr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That amounted to an amendment of

the Constitution. That was why you
wanted a two-thirds majority.

ceDemandw BNOBNDBY
. (Qur&L i prspTsear)
(Dr. Naganathan)
It was sent before a Standing

Committee and it lapsed because
Parliament was prorogued.

an8e 5. 8. cuwedd
(soor B 5 erer. ertb, QUEGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)
There was more than that.

ceDemande BNAOBHDEY
(CU_mr&L i BT BT B6T)
(Dr. Naganathan)

1 say, Sir, that there is no reason
to oppose this Bill because this is
something that is necessary for the
country. To ensure that we get
more power we have got to have a
board ; to ensure that we get more
power we want more money; and
you cannot get more money unless
this is done.

T ——p——— = : _
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Hrade dsY. DC. cuedl

(soor B 5) erer. erib. QUGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Is this your argument? If the
man from whom you are borrowing
money insists that you wear a vert:
as otherwise you will not get the
money, are you prepared to wear a
verti ?—[Interruption]. If he wants
you to wear an amude before you get
the money, are you prepared to do
that ?7—[Interruption]. That is pre-
cisely your argument.

coRemnBw AN

(QL_méL i BT B ST )

(Dr. Naganathan)

Kindly sit down. I am speaking.—
[Interruption]. For the last one
hour or so the hon. Member for
Colombo South (Mr. Bernard Soysa)
ran down the present institution, the
Department of Government Electri-
cal Undertakinss. He said that it
was an anachronism, that it was very
unsatisfactory. Do you want that tc
continue ?

AEsNR e .
(Ban. Qui@y’ Qamrievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No. We want a corporation but
not on these terms.

BewlEn DANEDDSH

(2.1 FUTBTWST 6T Her)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I think the hon. Member for

Colombo South said that he does not
object to the principle.

ceemndes HAHDSY

(G prsprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

Unless you tell them three or four
times they will not understand.
Their power of understanding is
very poor. Under the present condi-
tions nobody will give money.

s Y. . gwedd
(s@rp& erar. erib. QuGTTT)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Why ?
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CeVemnde BHONDBY
(OLr&im prsprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

Because it is an anachronism and
the principal obstacle is the bureau-
cracy. That is what the hon. Mem-
ber for Colombo South said.

DE5ND cwBen O,
(8. Qi Qerdevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
Correct them.

coPemende ZNOZNDY
(Ch_r&L_i prasprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

The best way to correct them is to
reorganize the whole thing.

Hde OxY. 8. cuvedd
(sarpl & erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

You are continuing the same thing
under a different name.

coRemndes BHOZHDHEY
(Qrré&L i prasprser)
(Dr. Naganathan)

We want to completely reorganize
it—[Interruption].

BowalSs DS BNGHHE
(et FLTBTLST oyeiser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Will hon. Members
please allow the hon. Member for
Nallur to finish his speech ?

ceDemnden sHasND5Y

(Qr&L i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I do not mind interruptions, Sir.
The more they talk the more they get

hurt. Anyway, Sir, I am not too
well and my throat is sore——

8E8eHedi AL NésHe .
(Smws @pPwrCar L rrpruss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

Your mind is also sore ; not dn’iy
your throat.

1969 &z 20 14
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CeRDemNTw BHABNDSY

(Or& i prsprsar)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I want to conclude by saying tha
this House wants, demands, require
a change. The House voted for th
establishment of a board in 1963 b
a two-thirds majority. There is n
reason now why the country shoul
not have a board. It is foolish {x
ask that we amend an anachronism
Imagine amending an anachronism !

What should be done to an ana-
chronism is to get rid of it, to throw

it into the dust. We must buil
something new.

Merely because you want to sabo-
tage the efforts of this Government,
to sabotage the development of the
country—that is what is important—
it will be unethical, unpatriotic, anti-
national

@nde AsY. . cueddh

(sar g erer. erib. QuGrrm) .
(Dr. N. M. Perera) |
I thought you are for federalism. |

CeRem B THOENDSY

(QLr&Li prasrger) ‘

(Dr. Naganathan)

Yes. ‘!
|

Hde Y. IO, oueds
(a:a)frrrﬁ‘,@ GTeST. GTLD, @U@!f.ﬂ‘ﬂ'} ‘
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

How does that join with nationa-
lism ? |

ceDemnde HOEND5Y ‘
(Qr&L i prasprser) |
(Dr. Naganathan) ‘

I can give a good Ilecture on
federalism——

Bl LB DHBNEDHS
(e-tr Fumprwsr QU SHGIT )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Please, not now.
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ceRemnle SHNBNDBY
(QL_ré&L_i [5re [Bir H6T)

(Dr. Naganathan)
My poor Friend’s knowledge is sO

full of gaps that he requires a lot of
coaching. For one or two hours a day
in this House I am prepared to give
him lessons on federal principles, the
federal constitution and the federal
system—how it will improve the
country, benefit the country’s eco-
nomy, the march towards socialism.

A& .

(& cm. SR EIS )

(Mr. Subasinghe)

Who will control the Electricity

Board under federalism ?

ceRemBn THABNDEY

(Qmae i BIT & JBIT 60T )

(Dr. Naganathan)

The hon. Member has been our

Ambassador in Russia. Who controls
the Central Electricity Board there ?

Hde Y. 28. cvedd

(serfG erar. erib. QUGTTT)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

They do not have a Central Electri-

city Board there.

ceDemNSe BHOBNDBY

(C_r&iL_it BrssprE56r)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I am sorry to say that the hon.
Member does not know. I have been
to Russia myself. I was there long
before the hon. Member. I was the
first Ceylonese to go to Russia. I
went there in 1928 when nobody else
was allowed to go there.

B8@cdd A wlvne® .
(B DpPlwrCor L@ Trpruss)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

How did vou manage to gotithere!?

Benidn @535 @eBAC®H
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ccDemnBw NOENDBY
(Qur&Lii prapTSer)
(Dr. Naganathan)
That is a secret I cannot divulge.

oé Y Hosewny
(Qaaerra ,__q,),méjﬁléﬁrg@ni @@au%)
(An hon. Member)

Illicit emigrant.

cePemes BNA BN BY

(Qu_mraL_i praprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

It is a well known fact.
there quite openly.

I went

88&ned] T néNBD S,
(Bl fplwrCar LG T1pTLés)
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)

How did you get past the Iron
Curtain ? Did you parachute yourself
there ?

ceRemnBw NOBIDBY

(Qu_r&L_ii BB HET)

(Dr. Naganathan)

I went openly. I do not do any-
thing underhand, and you cannot
bluff me about Russia.

This country demands more elec-
trical power, this nation requires
more electrical power, and we cannot
get more power without money.

e 5. 2. eueddh
(aor f& orar. ern. QuUBTrrm)
(Dr. N. M. Perera)

And this country does not want
federalism !

ceRemnla BhasHDEY

(QursLm prasprser)

(Dr. Naganathan)

And we cannot have more power
under the anachronism of the present
Government Electrical Department.
We want a new system, and we shall

all vote most enthusiastically for this
Bilc
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g. on. 6.15

BowT &3 DSIZNGLIN S0
(2.1t FLr Brwsi 9ol sar )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy
Chairman of Committees will now
take the Chair.

eDRNED Bewds DAMIDDNE:  Gowm
cwsY @On Pewuny, MEDE Bewids wow
RS [& e @dd oveldh ow.]
B@wsnsid P

2 sar BN@, o.U FUTEMUST Jlalfser 2&8rmsems
Baflarm prsba, @Guesaier 2u EBomser
geunser [Hm. &8. Bx. urfled GQuBrom] &Zwenis
TS @) TH 6T

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
CommMiITTEEs [MR. G. J. PARIS PERERA]
took the Chair.

3. 8. 0. gFSH .

(8. M. 9. b, Conrs)

(Mr. T. B. M. Herath)
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It being 7 p.m., Business was inter-
rupted, and the Debate stood adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Friday, 21st
March 1969.
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ADJOURNMENT
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Motion made, and Question proposed.

“That the House do now adjourn”.—
[The Hon. €. P. de Silva].

@dnde Y. 28. eueld

(Ea!rrrggf"%} GTGoT. GTLb. @UQEH’H’)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

I havz three or four matters to
raise. The Hon. Minister of Land is
here. I shall first raise a small
matter pertaining to his Ministry.

There is the Timber Corporation.
The employees there had recently
formed a trade union. I think it is
most unfair that no sooner than the
trade union was formed the office
bearers have been transferred. I do
think that is most unfair. It is con-
trary to government policy. Will the
Hon. Minister please look into it ? I
do not think the Hon. Minister knows
about it. I should like him to look
into it. The president, the secretary,
all have been transferred. On
4.3.1969 the Timber Corporation was
informed that the employees were
forming a trade union, and on the 8th

1969 @&z 20
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of March all the office bearers were
transferred. They have done nothing
except to form a union. Is it a crime
to form a union ?

ady D5Y B3NGD

(PD@seTTal 6IGTeT B s )

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

They may have been transferred
for other reasons, not because they
formed a union.

ande 257, 8. cueld

(sor B & orar. orth. QUGram)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is a very strange coincidence.
That is all I wish to say on that
matter.

Then, in regard to the Walawe
Scheme, the Hon. Minister asked us
to hvae the men ready to be sent to
Walawe. The Hon. Minister has now
called for applications for allottees to
Walawe. I have sent him a letter
protesting very strongly about this.
It is most unfair.

People have given up their homes,
given up their paddy cultivation, and
have been waiting patiently for the
last three or four months. What are
you doing with them ? It is most
unfair. You have reduced people to
beggary by doing this. They are eat-
ing away what they have got by
selling their belongings.

One lot has been sent. Your
R. V. D. B. is not taking action to get
the other people down. I have
spoken to the Government Agent,
Kegalle, and he says, “ What can I
do? The R.V.D.B. is not even
answering my letters.”

I do appeal to the Hon. Minister to
please set about sending these people.
Either he should see that they are
reimbursed or they should be sent to
Walawe. Here you are putting them
on the road. The appeals are most
heartrending. There is nothing I can
do except to appeal to you and I have
sent a letter protesting about this a
month ago.
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The Hon. Minister of Communica-
tions is here. I have a report with
me that about seven or eight new
diesel engines are being brought
down for use by the Railway. I
should like the Hon, Minister to give
us some detailed information on these
engines. The information I have is
that the first diesel that was put on
the line has failed, that it could not
climb the Ragama bank. I do not
know whether it is true or not. With
great difficulty it had gone as far as
Ganemulla, had stopped dead and
could not be started, and had to be
hauled back by one of the old
engines.

& DY BN

(Qseraas aicref] priiss)

(The Hon. Wanninayake)

There may have been some small
defects.

Grnde Y. 8. euedd

(s@rplS erer. erib. QuUiGTsr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

All that I can say is, if they are
teething troubles it must be a strange
kind of firm that sends a new car,
puts it on the road and says, “ There
are likely to be teething troubles.”
After spending so much money on
these diesels, you cannot say that.

The information I have received
may be wrong, but it is information
that I gathered from the department
itself. I do hope the Hon. Minister
will enlighten this country about the
new diesels that he has got down.

My Good Friend the Hon. Minister
of Nationalized Services is a strange
man. He does things on his own. I
have seen an advertisement and I am
told he is collecting money to open
up a new hospital in Colombo North.
—[Interruption].

There is not one single cent, not
even a token vote in the Estimates.
How are you starting a hospital
costing Rs. 2 million ? That is what

168
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I would like to know from the
Minister of Health. What is happen-
ing ? How did the department sanc-
tion a hospital which is not even in
the Estimates ? Please show it to me
in the Estimates, and I am prepared
to admit it. I have hunted for it all
over. I have looked up every page
and every line of the Estimates.
There is nothing. I am told on good
authority that the Planning Ministry
has turned it down. I wanted the
Prime Minister to be present when I
asked the question because I was told
that he was going to lay the founda-
tion for this hospital in Colombo
North.

N EDED D)

(Qaarres 9% &% 5)

(The Hon. Atapattu)

Is there no money provision ?

GHnBw duY. D8. cuedd)

(soor B erer. erd, QuUGrgr)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)

Nothing at all, not even a token
vote, and the Hon. Minister has used
Port Commission property.

Do you know what has happened ?
They had driven piles. After I raised
the question they have started
pulling out the piles. In the process a
crane has broken. The wiring of the
|crane has gone, and the crane has
got stuck, and it is costing the Port
Commission Rs. 25,000 to repair it.

I have no objection. If you want
to have a hospital in Colombo North,
by all means have it, but please set
about it in the regular way. You must
come before this House. We must
discuss the question of whether that
is more urgent or something else is
more urgent.

If you want me to talk about that
hospital T can tell you its history.
The Hon. Minister will remember
that the Roman Catholic Church
wanted to start a hospital there.
What did you do then? You sum-
moned various municipal council
members and asked them, “Is a
hospital more urgent or is housing
more urgent ? 7,
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(QsorTar &5 5T )

(The Hon. Sugathadasa)
No. No.

HD8e Y. 9O, cvedd
(sorf erer. erib. QuGram)
(Dr. N. M .Perera)

Please do not deny it. I know all
the facts.

You told the Roman Catholic
Church that what the people of
Colombo North require are houses
and not a hospital, and you turned
down the request for a hospital when
the church wanted to start one with
250 beds. How is it that you have
started a hospital now on your own
using government property and
without the sanction of this House
and the sanction of the Treasury ?
The Planning Ministry has turned it
down, but you are spending money.
You are using government property.
I do not know how the Engineering
Corporation is utilizing its cranes and
so on for the purpose. All these irre-
gularities are taking place. That is
what I want to know.

We cannot get a dispensary; we
cannot get a block of land. Why is
such treatment meted out only to
us ? If you want to establish a hos-
pital in Colombo North I am not ob-
jecting to it, but please do it in the
normal way. Let us have a full dis-
cussion in this House as to whether
that is more urgent or something else
is more urgent.

I want an answer from both the
Minister of Finance and the Minister
of Health as to how this has been
possible.

g. oy, 1.8
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(The Hon. C P. de Silva)

With regard to the matter raised
by the hon. Member for Yatiyantota
(Dr. N. M. Perera), I received notice
of a question in regard to the trans-
fer of employees from the Forest
Department to the Timber Corpora-
tion, and a reply was drafted on the
basis of that question.

I am not aware of the formation
of a trade union. I shall look into
the matter raised by the
Member.

hon.

In regard to Walawe, 120 people
were selected from the Kegalle Dis-
trict but only 57 were taken. It
appears that they have not been able
to get the land ready for the number
originally planned because, to men-
tion one reason, on the right bank
channel some 20,000 feet of rock had
to be blasted. However, I shall go
into the matter raised by the hon.
Member.

In regard to the matters raised by
the hon. Member for Chavakachcheri
(Mr. V. N. Navaratnam), I shell
bring them to the notice of the Hon.
Ministers concerned.—[Interruption].
After the difficulties of Castlereagh
my Ministry is exploring the possi-
bility of seeding the clouds and
making rain. We may not be able to
get rain over Castlereagh but cer-
tainly there will be rain somewhere
in Ceylon.

B PP OS Sw. (cwans @HOB
e @ &Ee®m eTw®)
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(Mrs. Wimala Kannangara—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Health)

I shall bring to the notice of the
Hon. Minister of Health the matter
raised by the hon. Member for
Yatiyantota.
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(The Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle—Minister
of Communications)

With regard to the question raised
by the hon. Member for Yatiyantota,
it is correct that one engine failed.
Investigations were made and it was
found that the contact points of a
switch were dirty. This is natural
because these engines have been on
the seas for the last two months.
They were cleaning them up when
suddenly, due to the shortage of coal,
we had to stop some of the steam
engines and put these into service.
But that is not a defect to be alarmed
about. We have three engineers
from the factory to attend to main-
tenance at their own expense. They
will be here for two years. That is
the guarantee period during which
they will have to do the maintenance
at their own expense. There is
nothing to be alarmed about.
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(The Hon. D. P. R. Gunawardena—
Minister of Industries and Fisheries)
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(The Hon. Wanninayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at
7.22 p.v. until 2 p.M. on Fridoy,
21st March 1969, pursuant to
the Resolution of the House
this Day.
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MR. A. VELMURUGU, RETIRED HEAD MASTER
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) Is he aware
that (i) Mr. Arunachelam Vel-
murugu, retired Head Master, Regis-
tered No. V. 16463, has applied to the
DE/ER for the revision and conver-
sion of his salary ; (ii) the receipt of
letters to DE/ER on 11.2.63, 30.7.63,
29.8.63, 12.9.63, 30.9.63, 21.10.63, 20.2.64
28.8.64 and 8.1.69 on the above sub-
ject has not even been acknow-
ledged ; (iii) he has met the present
DE/ER practically every week ; (iv)
Mr. Sellathurai who handles this sub-
ject has asked this teacher to meet
him at his residence after office,
which was promptly reported to the
DE/ER ? (b) What action has been
taken against this clerk by the
DE/ER for this delay ? (¢) Will he
take action to convert the salary and
pay him the dues ?
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(The Hon. I. M. R. A.
Minister of Education
Affairs)
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Iriyagolle—
and Cultural

(a) (i) Yes; (ii) No. This teacher
has been informed that he is not
entitled to the benefits epplied for by
these letters; (iii) the Director of
Education, Batticaloa, has reported
that the teacher had met him thrice
or four times; (iv) the Director of
Education has reported that no such
complaint was made to him by this
teacher but that he has come to know
from the Ministry of Education that
the teacher has made such a com-
plaint to the Hon. Member of Par-
liament for Kalkudah. Investigations
are being made regarding the matter
on instructions from the Ministry of
Education. (b) No delay regarding

Eam EEnd

the matter has been caused by the
clerk who handled the subject. (c)
This teacher has becen raised to the
status of Grade I Head Master with
effect from January 1968, and his
salary has been converted according-
ly. The Director of Education, Batti-
caloa, has reported that action is
being taken on an appeal received
from this teacher.
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MR. V. SELLATHURAI, CHIEF CLERK, EDUCATION
OFFICE, BATTICALOA
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asked the Minister of Education and
Cultural Affairs: (a) How much has
been paid to Mr. V. Sellathurai, Chief
Clerk, Regional Education Office,
Batticaloa, as overtime per month for
the year 1966-67 and 1967-68 to do
salary conversions and adjustments ?
(b) How many conversions or adjust-
ments per month have keen done for
the above period ? (¢) What is the
amount paid as overiime per hour
and the average cost of overtime per
conversion or adjustment ? (d) Has
he also drawn overtime under
F.R. 1110 for 1966-67 and 1967-68 ?
(e) If so, was there any vacancy then
for a class I clerk according to
approved cadre and was the payment

in order ? (f) If not, whose vacancy
was he covering on overtime ? (g)
Why could not this conversion and
adjustment of salary be done by a
class II clerk, which would have been
less expensive ?
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(a) 1967 August—Rs. 209.19; 1967
September—Rs. 90.81 ; 1968 February
—Rs. 146.37 ; 1968 March—Rs. 153.63 ;
1968 April—Rs. 134.17; 1968 July—
Rs. 118.92; 1968 August—Rs. 114.46.
(b) A total of 154 cases on an average
of 22 cases per month. (¢) Rate of
overtime was not fixed but wvaried
according to his salary. 1966-67
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Rs. 290 per hour; 1967-68 Rs.3.05
per hour; (d) For 1966-67—Yes ; for
1967-68—No. (e) Class I vacancy for |
April, May and June 1967. (f) Does
not arise. (g) No E. C. C. grade II °
clerk competent was available to :

attend to the salary adjustment
cases. 3
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