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Flayatamby Sabalingam
B. Sc. London, Post graduate Trained (Ceylon)
Born: 04 February 1919. Died: 03 August 1988

Educational Attainmentsz .
Navalar Saivapirakasa Vidyasalai Jaffna 1923 - 28

Victoria Institution Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 1929 - 31
Jaffna Hindu College Jaffna 1932 - 37 May
Ceylon University College Colombo: 1937 — 1941

Junior Cambridge Certificate Examibation.
London Matriculation Examination.

Bachelor of Science, University of London.
(Pure Mathematics, Applied Mathematics & Physics)

Career Achievements

Assistant Teacher: Urumpilzay Hindu College
January 1942 - April 1943

Assistant Teacher: Kokuvnl Hindu College :
May 1943 - December 1959

Post graduate Tramed Certificate Colombo Teachers
Training College 1948 - 49

Promotion to Grade 1 Special Post August 1949
Vice Principal: Kokuv11 Hindu College January 1960 -
October 1964

Principali Jaffna Central College
; October 1964 - June 1971

Promotion to Grade I Principal July 1967

Promotion to Selection Grade Principal June 1971

Principal; Jaffna Hindu College Jﬁne 1971 « August 1975
(Retired from State Service at the age of 56 Years)
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Senior Education Officer: Senior Secondary School
November 1975 - August 1979 Bauchi State Nigeria -

Visiting Lecturer of Mathematics: Palaly Teachers College
: November 1980 - December 1983

‘Examiner of Mathemetics G. C. E, O/L (1950 — 1962)
and Chief Examiner 1963 — 73

Experience of Teaching Mathmetics G. C. E. A/L
and Physics and Mathematics G. C. E O /L for forty years

Role as a Leader in the Profession
President Jown Town Teachers’ Association 1952 —-»53

Hony. Secretary Northern Provincs Teachers®
Association 1933 — 55

Vice 1 resident Northern Province Tecachers’
Association 1935 — 57

President ' Northern Province Teachers’
Association 1957 — 58

Vice President All Ceylon Union of Teachers 1958 — 60
President National Union of Teachers 1963 — 64
Przsident Northern” Province Science

Teachers Association 1959 — 66

President ' Northern Province Principals’
Association 1972 — 73

Vice President All Ceylon Principals Association 1973 75

Vice Presiaent Northern Province Teachers i
Benevolent: Fund 1969 — 7]

Presidznt- Northern Province Teachers
Benevolent Fund 1971 — 74

DY



AT, T, ‘delegate to the F I P.E.S.O. Science
Seminar held at Paris in July 1959. Theme ¢ Teaching
of Science_ in secondary -'schools *°.

'A.C U.T. delegate to the W C. 0. T. P. conference held
‘at Wasington D. C. in August 1959, :

Visited Schools and Universities in the United Statss on
a Leadership grant awarded by the State Department August/
September 1959.

Visited Schools and Universities in Great Britain as a
guest of the British Council 1959 September / October.

Attended W. C. O T. P. conference held in New Delhj
in July 1961 as a delegate of the A. C. U. T. Also visited
Schools and Universities in North India.

Leader of a Group of Teachers to Malaysia and Singapore
on an kducational Tour During April 1958.

Celegate from National Uaion of Teachers to T. F. T. U,
Conference held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in December.

Role as a community participant

Vice President of the All Island Saiva Paripalana Sabhai, -
President of the Sekkilar Manram.
Patron of the Nallur Atheenam.

Role in the field of Sports

School

Reprzsented the Jaffna Hindu College First Elevan
Football 1934 — 36
Cricket 1936 — 37
Athletics 1936 .

An agile Wicket - kesper and a brilliant Goalkeeper
Vice = Captain of the Football Team (1936)
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University

- Represented the Ceylon University College Football Team

1937 — 41 and was Captain - (1940 — 41) and played as
Goalkeeper.

Club & District

Played for the Orient Recreation Club Football
XI (1943 — 53)

Representgd the All Jaffna District Team (1942 — 48) and
was captain (1945 — 48) Played as Goalkeeper

Ceylon

Manager. of the Ceylon National Football Team that parti-
Cipated .in the Pre - Olympic Tie at Bangalore, India 1963

Qualified International Football Referee (FIFA).

Refereed Football Match:s in Colombo, Outstations, Canna-
more India in 1963

Qualified Athletic Official of the Ceylon AAA. 195¢

Jaffna Schools

Served as Secretary of the Jaffna Schools Sports Associa-
tion (1945 — 48) and (1949 — 64) Held the Office as presi—
dent (1968 — 73) Worked for the Development of Football
‘& Athletics and took an active part in the Organisation
and Administration. Founded the Jafina Sports Association
(1943) and the Jaffna Football Referees Association (194Y)
was the Hony Secretary (JSA), Secretary and President
(JFR &) till 1960. '

Other Positions held

Jaffna Football Association President 1967 — 69

Jaffna Amattur Athletic Association President 1966 — 68)
Jaffna Schools Cricket Association President 1970 — 72)
Jaffna Schools Basketball Association President 1973 — 75
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Family Members

Parents :

Elayatamby & Ledchumipillai both dzczased.

Elder Sister Mrs. Kanagambikai Sinnatamby deceased
Younger brother Canagalingam. Emeritus Principal.

Wife {
Marriage to Malarsothy daughter of Thampu & Sivakolunthu in August 1944.
Died in April 1985. ;

Children ‘Daughter/Son in law Grand children
Dr. S. Jothilingam Mrs. J. Rajeswari Mast. Pratheepan
(Consultany) i : Miss Sivanjini
Mrs P. Katpagambikai Mr. S. Poovancndraraj Mast. Khantaruban
(Secondary School Teacher KL) = (Secondary School Teacher KL) Mast. Nimalaruban

Miss Dhanushiya
Mrs A. Jewathambikai Mr. P. Anandabaskaran - Miss ‘Vani
(Consultant Chemical Engineer) Miss Veena
Mr. S. Uthayalingam Mrs. U. Premarubha Mast. Sarangan
(Production Engineer) (Cwvil Service) Mast. Saravanan
Mrs. M. Utha.yakuniari Mr. R. Mahendran Mast. Rajeevan
: ' (Mechanical Engineer) Miss Rajitha
Mr: S. Jeyalingam Mrs. J. Sriskandakumari Miss Lagzumi
(Civil Engineer) . - Mast. Laxman
Mr. S. Abeyalingam Mrs. A Devaki - Mast. Mayavan
(Accountant) : Mast. Yadhavan
Mrs. N. Kalaichelvi Mr. P. Navendran Miss Chelvi
(Accountant) . (Accountant) ‘
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Jaffna is in Need of Theevk

The Late E. Sabalingam was so much a part of Jaffaa that
~when I heard the news of his death, Rupert Brooke came into
my mind. In far away Britain in the midst of his many child-
ren he passed away after a prolonged illness. That is as it.
should be, for where your treasure lies, there your heart s,
But the man loved the soil of Jaffna so much that it is not
difficult to adapt the Fnglish poet to describe what possibly
could have been our friend’s last feeling **if I should die think
only this of me; that ther’s some corner of a foreign field,
That is forever Jaffma‘’. How particularly true this is, now that
the high festival at Mallur is in full swing! Of the sights and
sounds that we see and. hear these days, there is one that is

conspicuous by its absence for ever. :

I had cultivated his friendship for a long period of thirty
years or more that even in retirement postmen and more important
persons mistake one for the other and important letters and
messages are delivered in the wrong houss occasionally; but it is
a comedy of errors. that did not take long to bs szt right.

The Northern Province Teacher’s Association in its halcyon
days in the fifties dominated the professional thinking of the count
try; as the most influential unit of the A1l Ceylon Union of Teachersl
it exploited Sabalingam's capacity for lsadership, his willing—
ness to undertake difficult tasks that required organisationa-
ability and his flair for settling Trade Union disputes.

No wonder that in the fullness of time he grew up into a
front rank leader who represented the A C U T in various inter-
national conferences. The Ministry of Education was not slow
- to recoginze his worth; and on consequence he was able to
crown his teaching career by headmastering two leading schools
in Jaffna. As a popular Sportsman he was in the thick of
sports activities in the North.

On the eve of retirement he looked the robust pillar, thag
he always was, that he could stand four square against all
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i'l winds; in fact he did a short stint at Nigeria to keep the coffers
of a large family in good shape. How did this Colossus that best-
rods the well - known Arasedy Road of Jaffna and orbited many
parts of the world, crack so soon? Jaffna expected him to conti-
nue his labour of love at this crucial hour.

“Little strokes fell great oaks’ they say; but it is not
those "little strokes- he had many - whieh he took in his stride
that brought the end even beforc he was three score and tens
It is the greatest misfortune that can Lappen to a man in his
life time; for he lost his loving partner almost cuddenly in the
most unexpected manner in Malaysia when the couple was on
& visit to their eldest daughter.

It gives me some comfort that I met him immediately after
that sad event. He presented the very picture which the immo-.
ortal poet Thiruvalluvar painted in his four - line stanza on the
death of his beloved Vasuki ending with aer grasw easr s
@Qor*> “How can slumber seal my eyes hereafter ** 2 They were
such a devoted couple who raised a large family and settled
all sons and daughters well in lifs; “To lose the better half of
one’s life** is as avvaiar said ¢ (o lose all*’ “QumrpmdGuir®
a@aiejid Gur’*. T join the numerous relations, friends and
well - wishers everywhere in their sympathies to his children and
their children and pray that His Soul Rest in Peace.

110, Ambalavanar Road, N. Sabaratnam
Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
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Sabalingam

I have known Sabalingam for more than forty years. 1 have
aiways liked him and admired him.

Sabalingam was an outstanding sportsman, a very good
teacher, and equally a good ‘organiser, and a very successful princi-
pal of two of the biggest and the best colleges in Jaffna. He
had a very largs circle of friends in all communities and
his death leaves bereft not only these and his family but also
hundreds of his students who loved him. '

What I admired most in him, however, was his moral
courage. I remember an occasion in the fifties, It was the
time of bitter controversies - among the so called University
movements of Jaffna I had prepared a statement and I wanted
somz cf my friends to sign it along with me. They had begun
~ discussing the statement and doubts were being expressed about
the uncompromising nature of the argument and and the langu-
vage; when Sabalingam came in, I gave him the statement and
asked him to tell me what he thought about it. He read it and
said that he agreed with every thing in it and that he saw
nothing wrong. I asked him whsther he would sign it along
with me, he just took the statement and signed it. After that
I had no difficulty in obtaining all the the signatures I wanted.

If Sabalingam was convinced that a cause was good, he
would stand by you shoulder to shoulder and fight for it with
you without a thought of conesequences. He was the most reli-
able comrade and friend one could have wished for.

I used to maintain, in argnment that if you can teach a
boy to play soccer as it should be played, you will be, in
‘practice teaching him to live in terms of the best in the Bhagavad
~ Gita,

Sabalingam was a very good soccer player.and his life was
supreme illustration of my thesis.

S. Sivapathasnndram »
Jaffna . 'Former Principal of Parameshwara College
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A Popular Principal who had a
Purpose in Life
Sabalingam — that is the name of the  Teacher - Leader

who held sway in the educational sphere of the palm - lined
Northern Perinsula for almost forty years. =2

To those who enjoy the pride of being old boys of the

" leading educational institutions in Northern Region  not

merely their alma mater but also their tutor - pater,  are
obj:cts of perpetual memory. Nevins Selvadurai, J. K. Chanmu-
gam, J. V. Cheliiah—These are some of the illustrious names
that kesp on refreshing the memory of old boys. At a later stage

- A. Cumaraswamy S. Sivapathasundarampillai brought lusture to’
the long line of distinguished Principals. Elayatamby Sabalingam
" a University Science Graduate to begin with soon graduated

in the administrativc service of Educational Institutions.

As Principal of Jaffna Central College for seven years
(1964 — 1971) and of the Jaffna Hindu College till 1975
Mr. Sabalingam stood at the summit of achievements. He
reached the pinnacle of glory as a Principal par ex-
cellence. Throughout his carecr in these leading colleges he
had been - studying the - problems of education, how the
learner - benefitted by academic instruction and what adjust-
ments they should have, to make full and fruitful use of
their education. He had the capacity to analyse each situation |
and guide the students on their future course of living.
His weighty contribution as a teacher and administrator had
a total significance in the function of our society.

Having fulfilled this God - given duty to the best of
his capacity, Mr. Sabalingam on retirement had to feed his
natural impulses. Cultural and religious work in the Penin-

sula needed an enthusiast. and he readily responded.
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The Saiva Paripalana Sabhai the oldest Salva Organi-
sation baving its roots in the religious reraissance. of the
Navalar Era was luckly' in welcoming the services of Mr.
Sabalmgam. As a Vice President vof this’" Sabhdais he ‘had
been  instrumenial in  enabling  the organisation make a
- forward move. He was so patriotic to offer his services 1o
the Saiva Prakasa Press that publishes the Journal Hindu
Organ in Eunghsh and Jlamil. ~s an administrator Mr,
Sabalingam had been known tu be strict as the scriptures.
Discipline, that had been his watch word.,

The Sekkilar Manram also had the benefit of his colla-
boration agd so had been other similar organisations.

Educational eminence — that- has been in the family, em-
bellished the literary picture of the Peninsula. His brother
E. Canagalm am has been closely following in the foot steps
of his illusirious brother.

Sabalingam was very popular. He had a purpose in life
It may be said that he had achieved that in his birth.

R. N. Sivapirakasam

Attorney —at - Law J. P. U M.

Editor Hmdu Organ Vice President Saiva Paripalana Sabhai
Vice Presideat Old Bovs Association Jaffpa Hinda Colige.

Jaffna.
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Mr. Elaytamby Sabalingam

To write about a man in the calibre of Mr. Elayatamby
‘Sabalingam is not an ¢asy task. Before he was appointed as
principal of Jaffna Central College, 1 have heard about. him
but did not get the opportunity of being close to him. But
“when he assumed duties at Central as principal, every talent of
his was exhibited and those of whom who have seived under
him will bear testimony to this. He was no stranger to any-
body at Central when he first stepped into its portals. As a
Sportsman being involved in almost all sports activities, he was
a regular visitor to our playground and became familiar with
everyone. | had the opportunity of being very close to him
as I was given the task of drawiag up the school Time Table
during his tenure of office. However much the administrative
 work may be, he treated his fclass work as first: He never
misses a class and T have heard him remarking to parents and
teachers who come to sse him that he is paid first for teaching.

Central can never forget the seivices rendersd by Mr. Saba-
lingam. The two storey building that housss the Principal’s
office, the General office, Staff Room etc. was mainly dus to
his efforts. He was a very strict disciplinarian but was very
kind and 1eady to help the students and teachers even financi-
aily. Students and teachers who had come uader his influence
may be aware of his character. Even after his retirement he
was a regular visitor to our school and advised us on various
subjects. I had the opportunity of meeting him when he was
last in Jaffna and the very first question he asked me was
¢sHow is Central’’. Although he was the first Principal in
1964 to take over the reins of Central after the take over of
Schools by the - State, he proved that his appointment was
justifiable by the various improvements he did to Central.
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Because of his very efficient services at Central he was
-elevated to the post of a Selection Grade Principal and trans-

‘ferred to his Alma Mater the Jaffna Hindu College where hs ser-
ved until his retirement, :

Although he is not with us now, the land marks. that he
created at Central make us feel that he is still ameng us.

May his Soul Rest in Peace.

Jaffna Central College : V. Balasuntharam
Jaffna. ~ Principal
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Principal Par Excellence

With - the demise of Mr. E. Sabalingam, the -"Jéff_na" com-
munity has lost an Educationist from its midst.

As for the Jaffna Hindu College, it has lost a disting-
uished old boy, who had be:n an efficient administrator and
a philanthropist. :

~ The late Mr. E. Sabalingam, graduatsd in science from
the Ceylon University. College and joined the Ceylon’

- povernment service as a  technical officer. After a brief

period, he opted to be a teacher and since then he willingly
‘served the  Jaffna community in the field of education.
He was the vice - principal of Kokuvil Hindu College and
in 1964, he was appointed as the principal of Jaffna Central
College. In the. year 1971 he assumed duties as a selection
grade principal of l'affpa Hindu College, his alma mater.

As a teacher and administrator he contributed immensely
not. only in the field of educaticn but also in the field of
teacher trade Unionism and sports, in this part of the country.

The offices he. had held included secretaryship and
presidentship of the N.P.T.A. the presidentship of the
N. U.T and various offices in the sports association of the
North. : ; '

The Tate Sabalingam had participated in  several seminars
in the field of education and trade Unionism ~and = had
visited several places such as Paris, Washington and U. K.
* in connection with the above. T .

: He has been a successful trade = unionist. an admistrator
and a leading sportsman. As principal par - excellence, he
laboured for the welfare of the students and instilling disci-
pline among them had always been his forte. He took the
College to greater heights during his term - of  office and

‘brought fame and popularity to the College.

a3



As a noble principal, he faced all problems with courage
and proved his mettle at times of crises. ‘He was highly
revered and respected by his students, colleagues and parents -

1 look back with awe and gratitude, the days I worked
with him and recollect the experiences I gained from him.
The sanctity of the office maintained by him would  be

always adh:red to with respect by his successors who  adorn
this chair.

- The Hinduites both past and present  immsnsely and
intensely feel the loss of a great man and join his children -

and relations and pray for his ¢ Athma *’ to rest at the feet
of Lord Siva. : :

Jaffna Hina’u College. 55 ; S Ponpampalam,
Jaffna, . : Sahin Principal,
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A Popular Personality

The news of the death of Mr. E. Sabalingam at the age
of 69, in the U. XK. on 3rd of August 1988, came as a shock
- to all those who knew him as a man with varied interests
dring his career as a teacher and principal in  Jaffna, Sri
Lanka. He established a reputation not only as an sfficient
teacher cum administrator and a strict disciplinarian but also as
an eminent sportsman, ' organiser of sports activities and a
popular soccer referez - undoubtedly a very popular figure.

His engagements in several organisation and activitiss during
the same period of time, made one wonder how he found the
time to fulfil the tasks expected of him in the manifold fields
of his activity. However, he did contribute his mite to the best
of his ability to the satisfaction of all concerned.

I first came to know him in the early ‘forties of the present -

century when he taught for a brief period on a temporary - .

assignment at Jaffna Hindu College, one or two years later, as
a membzr and then as captain of the All Jaffna Soccer Team
still latér; as a popular soccer referee and as an -office-bearer
of Teachers’ Associations and Sports Associations etc. There
is hardly any sports arganisation in Nothern Sri Lanka in which
he had not held office.

During his career as Principal from 1964 to 1975 he wag
one of the ‘‘two lucky principals®” in- Jaffna to be elevated
to the Selection Grade in June 197!. At Jaffna Central College -
he created history by serving for about seven years.as the first
non-christian principal of that institution. He retired in 1975
having served as the head of his alma mater, Jaffna Hindu
College, for a littic over four years. Unfortunately, some adverse
circumstances, beyond his control, deprived him of four years
of service, at the tail-end of his career, - although he was in
- robust health.
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T still vividly remember, how, in his capacity as Secretary
of the Northern Province Teachers’ Association, in 1954, he
prevailed upon me te accept the post of Secretary of the newly
. formed North Province Science Teachers® Association. I also
 rememder his valuable pieces of advice when I left the.tutorial
. staff’ of Jaffna Hindu College in July 1972, on - promotion as
the Circuit Fducation Officer, Batticaloa South ,

His demise was after a preiod of ailment in the U.K.
where he had been living with his children for some years.
Though he is no more his memories will linger in the institu
~tions where he had served and in the minds of his pupils,
colleagues, friends and others who had worked with- him .in

some capacity or other. His achievements and dedicated service

in various fields will continus to inspire the younger - gensra-
tion, although it will not be easy to emulate.

T express mSI deep sympathies to the members of the

bereaved family.

21/3, Swamiar Road, : iy V. Maliadevan :
Columbut hurai, iy - Retired Principal

. Jalfna. Srt Lanka.
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Always at the helm
in Bducation @ Sports

Al Jaffna bemoans the demisc of Elayatamby Sabalingam
who'str_ode the arena of Sports and the ficld of Education, like
a Colossus for nearly four decades. He passed away peacefully
at the residence of his eldest son Doctor Iqthilingam (Consult=
ant) in the United Kingdom on 3rd August 1988,

The Late Mr. Sabalingam’s achievements and attainments as
Student, T1eacher, Principal, Trade Unionist and Sportsman cum
‘Sports Administrator have been too many, that if [ were to
dwell on them at length it would run into several pages. For
economy of space 1 shall try to confine myself to the ingre=
dients of his meritorious service to the community during his
tife time. '

He was an outstanding Sportsman and Soccer was his forte.
He also made his mark in Cricket and athletics at School
level. He reprasented the Jaffna Hinda College in all three
Sports excelling himself as a brilliant Custodian * be*tween the _
uprights’ and an agile Wicket - keeper. Mr. Sabalingam repre-
sented the Ceylon Uaiversity College Soccer X[ for four . years
from 1937 and was Captain in 1940/41.

He entered the teaching proleision in 1942 and - took an
active part in Sports. He continued to play Soccer for the -
&1l Jaffna District Team for Eight years during which period
he was Captain for four years (1945-48). He also delved in
the Organisation and Administration of Sports. He held the
position of Secretary of the Jaffna Schools Sports Association
for well nigh twenty years. He devoted ‘all his leisure time
ungrudgingl - to the upliftment of Sports laying special empha-
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sis on the development of many a sport in Jaffna. In .later
years he held the post of President of the Jaffna Footbaly
Association and the Jaffna Amateur Athletic Association. At
the school level he was President of the Schools’ Cricket,
Athletics and Basket - ball A ssociations. :

He was a qualified International Football Referee and offi-
ciated in Colombo and the out - stations. He also did duty in
Cananore (India) in the All India Tournament. He capped it all
when he was picked to be the Manager of the Ceylon Football

Team that participated in the Pre — olympic tie at Baagalore,
India in 1963. .

In the field of Education the Late Mr. Sabalingam served as
Principal in two of the prestigious Ipstitutions Jaffna Central
Collzge 1964 - 71 and Jaffna Hindu College (1971 - 75). Even after
'his're_tirement' he continued to function as a Senior Education
Officer in Nigeria for four years. :

- As a Trade - Unionist he was at the Northern Province

Teachers® Association for two years. He also heid the position
of Heny Secretary of the Association for thres ysars He then
~entered the wider arena of the All Ceylon Union of Teachers
which elected him to be a Vice - president of its August body
(1958 - 60). He took over as president of the National Uni-
on of Teachers (1963 - 64)." Mr. Sabalingam also did yeoman
service as President of ths Northern Province Science Teachers’
Association, The Northern Province Principals’ Association and
The Northern Province Teachers® Benevolent fund. He also held
the position of Vice - President of the All Ceylon Principals®
Association. The Northern Province Scouts _Association elscted
him to the office of Chairman (1973 - 75).

He travelled far and wide as a Trade Unionist. Asa dele-
gate of the All Ceylon Union of Teachers he attanded the
F. I E. P. S O. Science Seminatr held in Paris in July 1959.
He also had the privilege of participating as a delegate of
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the A. C. U. T, at the Teachers conference held in Washington
in August 1959. He visited the Schools and the Universities
ip the United Kingdom during September 1959, as a guest of .
the British Council. :

Mr. Sabalingam combined both Sports and Education to '
such a remarkable degree and this rare combination blended
into a fine adhoc mixture which had a profound effect on the -
many thousands of young men who had stasted’ it. More over
his hypnotic charm and influence drew many thousands into
his fold. ; :

«*Thou has’t lived the Psalmist’s span of three score and ten,
. A harvest bountiful thou has®t reaped - it’s in thy ken’’

; Victor‘ S. Kirhparaj
Jaffna. ' Techer & Journalist
Formerly of Jaffna Central College



The Late Mr. B. Sabalingam

The late  Mr., Sabalingam is a versatile personality, played
many parts over and above those conventional parts enume-
Tated in  Shakespere. e was [a teacher,  par - excellence as -
@ principal with adroit administrative skil] and  tact and a
Celossus in the sphere of sports and games in Sri Lanka.

As a teenager, he represented  Jaffna  Hindu Colisge in
Football from . 1934 — 1936, in Cricket from 1936 — 1937
and was an accomplished athlete in 1935.. He was a. vice
. captain  of the College Scccer Team in 1936 He won his
laurels as a bopular and efficient,goai-keeper and a wicket-
keeper. FHe represented the Ceylon University Colleége from 1937
to 1941. He captained the Foot Ball Team in 1940 — 1941
From 1943 — 1948 he was  ackhowledscd as an outstanding
member  of the A1l Jaffna District Foot Ball. Team and
captained the team during the period 1945 — 1948, To cap
it all, he qualified himself as an International Foot Ball

Referee  F. L. F. A.) and an Athletics Official of the -
C.A. A A, :

He was appointed as the Manager ~of the  Ceylon
- National Foot Ball Team to India for the Pre Olympic Tie.
Under his stewardship, the -sports world witnessed a tie with
India and the game drew massive crowd at the Sugathadasa
Stadium which was a  record for that stadium and hit a
new high in gate collection, e

‘He was one of the founders of the Jaffna Sports Asso-
ciation in 1943 and was a member of the exeeutive committee
of the 1. S. A and the Ceylon Foot Ball Association from
1943 — 1960, during which period he displayed his ability
- 88 an organiser, alministrator and devoted himself  heart
and soul for the development of football activities in
- the Jaffna District,
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He was the Hony. Secretary of the Jaffna  Schools
Sports Association from 1945 — 1948 and again from 1949
— 1964; he was the President of the J.S.S.A. from
1968 — 1973. He was also the president of the Jaffna
Foot Ball Association from 1967 — 1969, the Jaffna Amatuer
Athletic  Association (1966 — 1968), the Jaffna  Schools
Cricket Association 1970 — 1972, the Jaffna}Schools Basket - Ball
Association 1973 — 1975 and the Jaffna Foot Ball Referees*

Asso‘%iation .

The question that baffles everyone is how Mr. Sabalingam
took time  off from his professional encumbrancee to devote
himself so enthusiastically to sports activities. He was a rare
friend, a-gentleman and 2 good Samaritan, loved and admired
'~ by one and all, - -

-

Fama Semper Vibat

R N ; SY K. Arumugam
Jaffna, : T Ex. Secretary
Ceylon Foot Ball Asseciation
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Chettiar Press, Jaffna, 1482 1988
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