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SHAIVAISM

~ S. Shivapadasundaram, B.A -

SHAIVAISM is the religion of those who
accept the authority of the Vedas and the
Shivagamas and regard them as having been
revealed by God.

~ The Vedas are intended for all; but the
Shivagamas are meant only for the spiritually
minded. All the four Vedas are still in existence.
But most of the Shivagamas have disappeared
they were in the existence in the time of Arulnandi
Shivam, who had studied all of them and was
hence called Sakalagama Panditer Fortunately
for us, he has included in his magnum opus, the
Shivagnana Siddhiar, the essence of the most of
the Agamas. The commentators of this book
mention seventeen Shivagamas, which contain
teachings identical with the more important
teachings in Siddhiar. This shows that those
Agamas existed in the times of these
commentators. Besides Siddhiar, we have the
Shivagnana Bodham, which is a portion of the
Rourava Shivagama and is believed to be its
essence. This was rendered into Tamil with a
short commentary by Meikandar. These two
Tamil books give us the philosophical portion
(the Gnana Padam) of the Agamas. There are
twelve other works in Tamil which supplement
these and form with them what are called the
fourteen Siddhanta Shastras. Of these, Irupa
Irupathu was written by Arulnandi Shivam
himself seven or eight others were written by
his disciple's disciple, Umapathi Shivam.
Thirumantram of Tirumular, believed to have
been written more than two thousand years ago,
also contains Shaiva philosophy. These fifteen
works seem to be able to take the place of the
philosophical portion of the Shivagamas.

Shaiva philosophy posits a God and only
one God. Besides positing God, it also gives
reasons in suppoi’t of it.

_ The Universe as a whole undergoes change.
For every change there must be a cause.
Therefore, there must be a cause for the change
in the Universe. This cause must be something
different from the Universe. That which causes
this is called God.

But it may be argued that it is the nature of
the Universe to undergo change and that an
outside cause is not necessary. But change cannot
be the nature of a thing; for first of all, we do not
find anything which is changed by itself.
Everything remains as it is unless it is subjected
to an outside agency. Water remains water and
does not become ice unless it is cooled by
something else. Secondly, if it is the nature of a
thing to change, we must find everything
changing continually, and at random, and without
reference to anything else. We should not even
be surprised if a man suddenly changes into a
pillar. Thirdly, if changing should be the nature
of a thing, it loses its identity and is no longer
that thing but a different one. So change cannot
be said to be the quality of a thing. For example,
if one of the right angles of a square changes into
an acute angle it is no longer a square but a
rhombus, and we never find a square becoming a
shombus by itself. Therefore, change cannot be
the nature of a thing; the change in the Universe
as a whole cannot be due to its nature. It mustbe
caused by something which is not the Universe,
and that which causes this is God.

Changes take place not only in the
inorganic Universe. At one time, this earth had
been part of the sun. It must have been a burning
mass at the time of separation. Life was
impossible in that burning mass. But we see life
now and this is a change; not merely life, but life
of such marvelluos development as man; not
merely man, but men of such wonderful
intelligence as Einstein and Ramanujam. It is a




tremendous change from lifelessness to the
intelligence of Einstein, and the change must have
been caused by something which is all knowing
and which Shaivaism calls God.

A reason for the belief in the existence of -

God comes from the need for protecting ourselves
and our belongings. Everyone wants to be safe,
and everyone wants his belongings also to be safe.
Nobody wishes to be murdered or robbed. If he
and his properties are to be safe, people must
know what is right and be bound to do the right.
The science of ethics has miserably failed

~in its attempt to discover basis for discriminating
right from wrong. BEvery ethical theory put
forward by ethics has been found to be slippery.
Tell an atheist that just as he has the right to
claim the safety of his person and property others

also have the right to claim the safety of their

persons and properties and that he ought to respect
their claim, he can say "There is no such thing as
right. I have no such thing as right. ‘I have no
claim for my personal safety. What counts is
might. If I do not have the might to protect my
property, I must lose it. If I have the might to
take another man's property, I take it. By might

I mean the might of myself and of those who help.

me, including the State, if it happens to be on
my side. T will stab or murder, stel or rob, breaka
a house or set fire to it, if these were my interests,
provided my safety is ensured. Even highly
civilised countries like England and America,
France and Germany, regard might as the supreme
arbiter and have, on this basis, fought the two
great World Wars of the present century. No
sensible man will !accept your dictum' Do unto
- others what you wish that they should do unto
‘you'. This is the dictum of weaklings and
imbeciles. According to your line of reasoning,
a lamb has as much right to live as your self. But

you slaughter it and eat it because you have the :

might to do so. An atheist is not bound to have
any regard for morals.

The existence of God and of His revelation
must be postulated fordhe acceptance of moral
laws. Siddhiar says " The true dharma is Shiva's
Law". It may be observed in this connection that
it is only Shaivaism which prohibits all kinds of
wrongs, including killing, meat - eating and
drinking.

But there are those who very comfortably
say " I have no need for God. I have a conscience,
which tells me what is right and what is wrong. I
will endeavour to obey it." But, conscience is a
myth. What a man calls conscience is nothing
other than the decision of his intellect, based on
his ideals, knowledge etc. There have been
persons who at one time hated bribery, but later
became ardent votaries of it. So putting in terms
of conscience, at one time their conscience
disapproved bribery, and at another time
approved it. Orthodox meat - eaters have become
orthodox vegetarians i,e. at one time their
conscience approved meat eating and at another
time condemned it.. Again we see the conscience
of one man approving murder for political
purposes and the conscience of another man
abhorring it. We thus see that conscience differs
in the same man from time to time and in different
persons at the same time, Conscience is therefore
altogether undependable.

Morality can depend only on religion, and
the existence of God has to be admitted for the
maintenance of moral life.

Having thus demonstrated the need for the
belief in the existence of God, our philosophy says
that there can be only one God. We first arrived
at the existence of God in our attempt to explain
the change the Universe undergoes. God is thus
the wielder of the Universe. There cannot be two
beings each independently controlling the
Universe. So the Veda says, "There is only one
God- but sages call Him by different names."

The next teaching of Shaivaism is that we
are all souls and that are realities. A reality cannot

C Jgwid @z )




come out of nothing, and a reality which is not
composite is eternal. The soul is not composite
and is therefore eternal.

But there are those who deny the existence
of the soul and regard the body as the individual.
They hold that thinking is done by the nervous
system in the brain. But nerves are mere chemical
products and are therefore nonintelligent. If a
man frequently repeats" 7 times 12 is 84" this
truth will come to him whenever he wishes to
know what 7 times 12 is.

But intricate mathematical problems
cannot be solved by such habit formations. There
must., therefore, be something other than the body
to do work of this kind. Shaiva philosophy says
. that which does this is the soul.

Bit another class of philosophers say that
the solution of problems can be done by the mind
and that the existence of the soul does not follow
from this.- In answer to this, Shaiva philosophy
says that the mind is only a tool and not the agent.

We control our minds in several ways. When the
mind is prone to be idle, we sometimes press it to
do the work in hand. When it starts a wrong act
as a reflex, we mend it. The mind is thus only a
tool and not the agent. The agent is what our
philosophy calls soul. Mind and body are its tools.

We also see that our knowledge is very
limited. There are phenomena which even the
greatest scientist is still unable to explain. We
are therefore not ominiscient. But, when we see
men possessing vafying amounts of knowledge,
the jungle - dweller having a drop of knowledge,
and ordinary graduate a well of knowledge, a
professor a sea of knowledge and a Raman an
ocean of knowledge we have a right to infer that
the soul is capable of omniscience. Since men
are actually not omniscient, there must be
something which keeps down this omniscience.
Our philosophy calls this Anava.

(to be Continued in the next issue)
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