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Among all the benefits that may be acquired,
We know no greater benefits than the acquisition of intelligent children. - 61
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Men will call their sons their wealth, because it flows to
them through the deeds which they perform on their behalf. - 63
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The rice in which the little hand of their children has dabbled will be
far sweeter (to the parent) than ambrosia. - 64
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The touch of children gives pleasure to the body,
the sound of their voice is pleasure to the ear. -65
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The pipe is sweet, the lute is sweet,

" say those who have not heard the prattle of their own children. -66
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on his son is to give him precedence in the assembly of the learned. -67
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The mother who hears her son called 'a wise man"
will rejoice more than she did at his birth. -69
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THE GREAT TEMPLE AND
THE SHRI THEIVAYANAI AMMAN TEMPLE AT
KATARAGAMA

As you circumambulate the Great Temple at
Kathiragmmam dedicated to Kandaswamy from
lelt to right which is the traditional way,after the
completion of the worship in the inner Sanctum of
the Great Temple,and arrive at the U turn on the
right there is an archway which leads to the Shri
Theivayanai Amman Temple. On the road outside
facing the two Temples arc the two  gateways
leading to cach tcmple. From the gates Icading to
the Shri Theivayanai Amman Temple, you can
proceed through the same Archway (o the Great
Temple. This is the physical layout of the Temples
which conveys a deeper spiritual meaning. The
worship of the Lord at the Great Temple(leads to
Gnana Shakthi,the power of wisdom and
knowledge.)which in turn leads to the power of
Kriya Shakthi(the energy of action)embodied in
the form of Shri Theivayanai Amman and the
worship of Shri Thecivayanai Amman at her
Temple,leads one to the Power of Gnana Shakthi
at the Great temple. :

In legend and myth Theivayanai Amman,the
daughter of Indra(Monarch of the Celestials) was
the wife of the great Lord Kandaswami,who later
marricd Valli Amman the daughter of a Veddah
Chicftain in Kataragama, Sri Lanka. Thc spiritual
essence of Valliamman is Ichcha Shakthi,the en-
ergy of desire.

Within the premises of the Shri Theivayanai
Amman Temple is situated at the centre of a shrine
dedicated to the Shri Teivayanai Amman. Beyond
the Portrait of Shri Theivayanai Amman at the
inner entrance  to the Shrincis a massive door
Icading to the Sanctum sanctorum of the Temple.
Only the Pricsts who perform the poojas have
access (o the sanctum sanctorum. But on one night
ol the ycar immediately before the day of the
theertham (The watcer cutting ccremony) which is
the ceremony that concludes the Maha Festival in
July, the sanctum sanctorum is opened to the

A PILGRIM.

devotees.The Brahmin Priests sit before the image
of Shri Theivayanai Ambal whose eyes pierce
through the body of the worshippers and rcach into
the inner rccesses of their souls. Offerings are
made by the devotees and the Priest gives the
blessings of Ambal by adorning the forchcads of
the devotees with Kumkumam. On the right of
Ambal is the image of Shiva and on the left is the
image of Vishnu. Two other Brahmin Priests sit
before these images and alter the devotecs pay
theirrespects and give offerings the Priest sitting at
the feet of Shiva adorns the forcheads of the
worshippers with Holy Ash and the Priestsitting at
the feet of Vishnu places Santhanam on the fore-
heads of the worshippers.This ceremony on this
night is called "The Ambal Darishanam".

Beyond the outer Mandapam of the temple
ends, is the building called the "Guru Asanam"(The
Repose of Gurus),which is so constructed that it
appears to be an extension of the Temple. This is
an ancient building of stark simplicity befitting the
Spartan asceticism of the Sannyasins of the
Sankaracharya Order of Monks called the
Dasanamis who had been the Trustecs of the
Temples.The Trustees lived in a room in the
building.In the Hall in the middle is a portrait of
Shri Kesapuri Swamy and below this portrait are
smaller photographs of the last two
Trustees,Swamy Ramagiri and after, Swamy
Dattaramagiri. At the foot of these are a pair of
wooden clogs (used by Swamy Kesapuri) and
sacred books covered with a red cloth. The floor
below is of dried cow dung, and thec Omam [The
sacred fire] is kept buming on this [loor, On the
walls of the hall are hung the old photographs of
the Swamis whose matted locks and beards and
ash smeared bodies indicate their dedication 1o a
life of asceticism and prayer at this holy site.

The rear compound is a flower garden. The
small whitc flowers of the Nandiawattai Plant [the




Gardenia] and the Queen of the Night are collected
each day and used for the worship of Ambal and
Palani Andavar.The Tulasi Plant is also grown
here.

The rear compound of the Guru Asanam also
contains the Samadhis of KesapuriSwamy,and the
other trustees of the Trust, Mangalapuri, Surajpuri,
Narayanapuri, Sukirthapuri ,Ratnapuri,and
Ganeshagiri. Between the two of the Samadhis is
the tomb of Balasundari,the daughter of an Indian
Rajah who in fulfilment of a vow to Kandaswami
dedicated his first born Balasundari to service for
Kandaswamy.

A flame is kept burning at the Samadhi of
Kesapuri Swamy and after poojas are performed to
Ambal the coiling smokes of the incense in the
braziers and the lights flickering from the brass
bowls of camphor are also taken by the Priest to the
tomb of the Kesapuri by the Priest who continues
the worship at the Samadhi.

The Palani Andavar Temple is situated at the
left of the Shri Theivayanai Amman Temple and
the Temple of Vairavar the Guardian Deity of the
site is at the entrance to the Great Temple from the
Amman Temple. '

The quarters of the the Priests and Employees
arc on the Right. Behind is the kitchen. Adjoining
thekitchen is a spacious dining hall which has been
renovatcd by the Administration after the departure
of Swamy Dattaramgiri to India in 1994. The
Dining Hall has been paved with glossy floor tiles
and roofed with Metroof Sheets. Pilgrims are seated
onthe floorand vegetarian meals are served, during
the 15 days of the Festivals in July.

Aboutten thousand people aday are givenlunch
and dinner. Large Tapestries of Shri Theivayanai
Amman and Pillaiyar hung on opposite sides of the
hall overlook the Pilgrims at the Annadanam with
their benevolent gaze and remind the Devotees that
itis through the munificence of Ambal and Pillaiyar
that the meals are being provided.

Kalyanagiri an Ascetic came overto Kataragama
from India and performed severe penances and

austerities at the banks of the Menik Ganga in order
that he might be worthy of an audience with the
God. During this period a little Veddah boy and girl
attended to hisneeds.On the 12th year of his austeri-
ties he fell asleep and was woken by the Veddah boy
and girl. Infuriated he chased the children shouting
out that they had dared to wake him at the time he
had fallen asleep for the first time. The children ran
laughing and after clambering on a rock in the
Ganga transformed themselves into the tender Lord
Murugan and Valli. The awestruck Kalyanagiri -
prostrated himself at their feet and worshipped and
the Lord and Valli blessed Kalyanagiri and on their
divine instructions he engraved the mystic diagram
[the Yantra] which is keptin the innermost recesses
of the Great Temple. This Yantra represents the
Uththama Rahasyam [the ultimate secret of the
Divinity who cannot be comprehended except by
his Grace]. This story is a beautiful parable convey-
ing the meaning that the Lord and his consort Valli
unknown to the devotee attends to the needs of the
devotee and looks after him. Kalyanagiri resided at
Kataragama and was the first Trustee of the Shri
Theivayanai Amman Temple Trust.When
Kalyanagiri passed away his earthly body was
transformed into a Muthu Lingam [Lingam of Pearl]
and a shrine was constructed over it and called the
Muthulinga Swami Kovil which at one time be-
longed to the Shri Theivayanai Amman Trust.

The next Trustee was Jayasingiri pupil of
Kalyanagiri, who received the Govemor Brownrigg
at Kataragama. He was succeeded by Mangalapuri
who died on or about the year 1873. Kesapuri who
had been the pupil of Mangalapuri for 70 years
succeeded him. Kesapuri executed the Deed of
Trust No. 2317 of the 9th March 1898. This Deed
recognised the existence of this long standing Trust
and set out that the Trustees should be Sannyasin of
the Order of Dasanamis founded by Sankaracharya
belonging to one of the ten sects called Giri, Puri,
Bharati, Sarasvati, Van,Amaya,Parvat, Asram,
Tirtha, Barath TIrtha.

The succeeeding trustees were Surajpuri,
Narayanapuri, Santhosapuri, - Ratnapuri,
Ganeshagiri, Ramagiri,and Dattaramagiri. The



pressent Trustee is Puma AnandaGiri. The names
of all the Trustees indicate that they were of the
Order of Sannyasins mentioned in the Deed of
Trust.

The Ganesha Temple situated next to the Great
Temple belongs to and is administered by the Shri
Theivayanai Amman Temple Trust. The religious
tradition that worship should commence first be-
fore the Shrine of Ganesha,before the worship is
performed at any other shrine is faithfully followed
at Kataragama. Before worship begins at the great
temple,the temple bell at the Ganesha Temple is
pealed,and the Brahmin Priests perform the wor-
ship at this Temple. Then the worship at the Great
Temple is performed by the Kapuralas. After this
worhip,worship at the Palani Andavar Temple at
the  Theivayanai Amman  Temple
commences,followed by the worship at the Shri
Theivayanai Amman Kovil. The last Pooja is per-
formed at the Vairavar Shrine.

The Romance of the Great Lord and Valli,the
Veddah Princess and the nuptials of the Great Lord
Kandaswamy, is a living tradition followed each
year.On the day of the New Yearin April there is a
procession from the Great Temple about 300 me-
ters away to make the proposal of marriage and
finalise the Nuptials of the Great Lord to Valli.

The Nuptials are celebrated on the 15th day
FestivalinJuly and ends onthe day of the Thiruvona
Nadchathiram, whichis the day of the Theertham(the
water Cutting Ceremony). The exact time of the
commencement of the festival is a secret known
only to the Kapuralas,the Priests of the Great
Temple.

The festival commences at dusk with all the
reverence and munificence the Temple Authorities
canofferforthe Divine Nuptials. Richly caprisoned
elephants led by a magnificent Tusker chosen to
carry the Sacred Casket enter the Temple premises
theirbodies swaying and waving thier trunks.Troops
of drummers and musicians and dancers enter and

take their positons. A retinue of Torch Bearers clad
in ancient livery hold aloft encased atop iron poles
burning copra which crackle and flame keeping out
the encroaching darkness of the night. There is an
expectant hush as the Pilgrims turn their gaze to-
wards the main gates of the Temple. At the stipu-
lated time the Basanayake Nilame clad in the rega-
lia of a Kandyan Chieftian, but sans shoes and
wearing white cloaks and his retinue walk into the
Temple to the accompaniment of drums and
flutes.The Nilame makes obeisance at the Great
Temple, the Ganesha Temple and the Vishnu Tem-
ple which adjoin the Ganesha Temple. The casket
containing the mystic Yantra covered by a cloth of
rich tapestry is taken reverently by the Kapuralas.
The drums throb to a measured beat keeping time
with the thythmn of the flutes as the casketis carried
out and secured on the Tusker Elephant. Garlands
of fragrant flowers are arranged in a bower around
the casket and a Kapurala sits astride the Elephant
with his arms fastened around the casket. As the
Elephant wheels round to take its first steps to go
round the Temple Premises the Trustee of the Shri
Theivayanai Amman Temple who holds a coconut
with camphorburning onit,raises the coconut above
hishead in salutation to the Great one and dashes the
coconut to smithereens at his feet to indicate the
blessings of the Elder Brother Ganesha to the ensu-
ing Nuptials.The Elephant pauses = before the
Ganesha Temple and for about 15 minutes the
Rajah Pooja is performed by the Trustee. Holy Ash
is placed on the forecheads of the Mahouts and the
Kapuralas and the forehead of the Elephant is
adorned by the Trustee with Holy Ash, Santhanam
and Kumkumam. The Tusker extends its trunk
inviting the reward of fruits. The Trustee places
sugarcane and a bunch of plantains into the mouth
of the Tusker who chops on it lazily,flopping its
massive ears.

The worship then commences with braziers
containing incense of sweet breath coiling upwards
ina slow hazy smoke being waved by the Trustee in
the outlines of the mystic word "OM" . This is fol-
lowed by the waving of Camphor in polished bowls



ol brass towards the casket at the top of the Tusker.
A bell is tinkled incessantly by the Trustee during
this period. The devotecs fling petals and spray rose
water upwards towards the casket.The Tusker is
impervious to the lights and thronging crowds and
stands patiently coiling and uncoiling his trunk
scarching for fallen petals at his feet and shifting his
his fect from side to side.

Once the Rajah Pooja has been completed the
Tusker takes the first step forward.Immediately the
drums beat,the flutes pipe music,the Kandyan danc-
ers swirl and twirl in vigorus dance,the lissom
maidens wave their hands and move thier feet in a
graccful formations, the nimble youth leap and
move with quick movements to the rhythmn of the
flutcs and the pounding of drums. Happiness
illumines their faces and sparkles through their
cyes. Behind the Tusker walk groups of devotees
chanting Thevarams [devotional songs]

The procession winds its way round the Temple
and out of the Main gates towards the Temple of
Valli,pausing bricfly at the shrines on the way for
the priests of cach shrine to felicitatc the Lord. The
thrill of the Divine touches the hearts of the throng-
ing devotees on the sidewalks who lift their hands
inprayer with crics of Haro-Hara and Sadhu-Sadhu.
Divinity is in the air like the gentle breeze that
springs caressing the lcaves of the trees.

The Trustee of the Shri Theivayanai Amman
Temple has now arrived at the Valli Amman Tem-
ple. When the Tusker arrives and the shrouded
casket is taken out, the Trustee performs the Aalathi
|the traditional way of greeting the Bridegroom as
he enters the residence of the Bride] by waving
camphor gracclully before the Casket as it is taken
reverently by the Kapuralas in to the inner Sactum
Sanctorum of the Valli Amman Temple. The devo-
tees worship the cternal Bridegroom and Bride at
the Temple. After the Pooja at the Temple, the
shrouded casket is taken out, mounted on the
Tuskerand the procession wends its way back to the
Great Temple. The same ceremony is performed
every night of the festival ,but on the penultimate
night [the night of the Ambal Darishanam] the
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resplendent. Fullmoon gazes down through the tree
tops and showers its silver luminiscence on the
procession.

Who gives the patience to the clephants,the
cnergy (o the drummers,the flutists,the graceful
maidens the nimble youth performing the dances
untiringly during the period of the three hours of the
procession, the happiness on their faces,the rapture
on the faces of the devotees? Who looks on this
procession and showers more than he gives? You
will know the Answer.

The Final Day is the Theertham (the Water
Cutting Ceremony) which is on the Thirvonam
Nadchathiram. The casket is taken out at the time
determined by the Kapuralas covered with dried
palm leaves and taken down to the Menik Ganga Lo
aspecially constructed bowerofbranches andlecaves
to the accompaniment of the thunderous beating of
drums,the resounding sound of flutes, the vigourous
pounding of fect of the Kavadi dancers. Thronging
crowds of thousands rush frenziedly up the river
following the casket. As soon as the casket is dipped
in the bower ,and taken out the devotees rush to the
bower pluck out the leaves and collect the waterto
be taken and placed in their shrines at home. Devo-
tees splash wateroneach otherand fling themselves
into the river. Happiness fills the air. The pilgrims
then depart to theirhomes with the inner glow that
their pilgrimmage has been rewarded.

During the month of November each ycar on
Thiru Karthikai Nadchathiram day,the birthday of
the Great Lord is celebrated with a procession of
similar pomp and pagentry.

This is followed by the Kanda Sashti (6 days of
fasting and praycr) by pilgrims at the Shri
Theivayanai Amman Temple to commemorate the
war of the Great Lord against the Asuras which
cnded on the 6th day of the fast with the rout ol the
Asuras.

The Great Lord thus lives in Kataragama with
his consorts Theivayanai Ammanand Valli Amman
and the Theivayanai Temple is an indispensable
part of this heritage.
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