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Can Hindu Weddings be held at Beaches or in the Parks?

Hindu Wedding, according to the “Sasthra”, is performed in front of the fire (Homam), the
fire being the witness - 'Agni satchi'. Also, the Groom and the Bride walk round the fire
and taking the seven steps together which is very important. . During this, the Groom
touches the feet of the Bride to put the ‘Medy’ (ring) on her toe. In some cultures, the man
is considered to be superior to woman, whereas this is a unique thing in our culture which
emphasises that man and woman are one and the same, equal - the ‘Arthanarisvarar’
phenomenon.

On the beaches or in the parks, having fire may not be possible due to regulations and
‘Health and Safety’ rules of that place. Therefore, having a wedding in front of the fire
becomes impossible. Thus, it becomes only a partial process.

Today, the younger generation is influenced by other cultures and they like to copy them.
We should appreciate that at least they carry on the rituals partially. Instead of criticising
them, if we accept them but at the same time, explain the importance of the rituals and the
reasons for doing them, they will understand and gradually begin to observe the rituals
fully.

Courtsey: Sivasri Shanmukha Sivachariar
Chennai

“Let us clear our doubts” is a new section that we have started to answer readers’
questions. Questions relating to Saiva religion, rituals or temples can be sent in advance.
The replies will be published in the next Kalasam issue.
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Mavidapuram Kanthasamy Temnle

Sellappah Selvapaskaran

Historical 8™ Century Mavidapuram Kanthasamy Temple’s
Maha Kumbapishekam took place on Friday 11t April 2025
followed by Mandalaphisekham religious rites ceremony!

Performing Maha- Kumbabhishekham and participating in 'Jeeranodharana' means the
divine presence of the Murtis is transferred to the holy water contained in the Kalasha pot.
It promotes peace and harmony among those who participate in the Maha Kumbabishekam.

“BlaL gsa1s OFDPS LOHSIGTT 6
FHL F&HEHTH ST [HTUISGET

SBL F6&) alaoed wWrajamm

allsL gsager Ouiiugn Gummmeurh”

Historical 8th century Mavidapuram Kanthasamy Temple built by Chola Princess Marutha
puraveeka-valli, daughter of King of Mathurai Ukiraperuvaluthi. It was believed that Chola
Princess had a facial deformity known as "Mandibulo-dysostosis and was said to have been
advised by a sage to travel to Jaffna and meet Keerimalali Nagulamuni, a sage and he
advised the Princess to take a bath in the Keerimalai Sacred Springs. After the Princess
remained there repeating, her prayers to Nagulambika and Naguleseswara Swamy, her
facial appearance changed and the Princess commenced the regeneration of an ancient
shrine in "Koil Kadavai". The original name of Mavidapuram was after the "Parivaram", the
members of the royal entourage and the devotees said the facial appearance of a horse
had disappeared and the name of Koil Kadavai was changed. However, to the Princess's
vision, the facial appearance persisted and she rushed back to Keerimalai to meet sage
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Nagulamuni to get further advice. Sage consoled the Princess and said that “You failed to
invoke the "Prime deity, Vigneswarar/ Pilliar prior to commencement of any initiatives. To
seek the divine grace of Lord Pilliar which is absolutely necessary to protect from all
obstacles (Vignams) and as a penance sage Nagulamuni advised Princess to construct
some Pilliar temples. Princess Maruthapuraveeka-Valli settled her Parivaram in close
proximity to the Mavai Kanthaswamy temple in 'Arasady Veethy near Maviddapuram
Muthumari Amman temple.

The Parivaram who came in the entourage of Chola Princess, Maruthapuraveeka-valli are
the clan of late Sangarapillai Sellappah teacher at Kollankaladdy Saiva-Vidyalayam and his
brothers’ ancestors’ extended families who are regular devotees of Mavai Kandaswamy
Temple. Princess’s father, on hearing the divine miracle, sent statues of Kankeyan,Valli and
Theivanai another form and name of Deities, architects; sculptors, granite stones, building
materials, tools and equipments, gold, silver precious. Gems and metals. Chola king of
Madurai Ukraperuvaluthi sent "Thillai val brahmin Dheeksithar" to perform poojas. It needs
to be noted that supreme Lord Natarajar, when descending from Mount Kailash, brought
3,000 Brahmin Theedshirakal including himself to perform "Aradhana-Kramam" for him
(Siva) performing Nithya-Aaradhana, a daily worship ritual to invoke Lord Siva according to
Saiva agamas!

Maviddapuram Thevasthanam is famous for four aspects; Isthalam ( the place) Mavidapu
ram, Moorthy (the presiding deity), Lord Kanthaswswamy, Theertham, Keerimalai springs;
Virutcham (the tree), "Kanchima Mamaram". Maruthapuraveeka Valli planned to build seven
(7) Pilliar temples and 1st Pilliar temple was built opposite Kollankaladdy Saiva Vidhya Salai
and in Allveeddy (3) three Pilliar temples were built. While turning to the proposed site of
Alaveddy Kumpalawella Chandrasekra Pilliar temple, the Chola Princess felt that a miracle
had occurred and felt that her facial appearance had been evolved as a human face!
A miracle materialised that she was happy as the facial appearance that of a horse vanished
in thin air and the historical site was named as Maviddu Thiddy means, ma'-horse- Viddu-
left-thiddy means a small sand mound. The Princess and Parivaram constructed a water
pond - Kerni and named it Kumari-Theertham.

The secret of Mavidapuram Kanthasamy Thevsthanam for 800 years able to overcome the
1st and 2nd world wars implications, natural disasters, Covid-19 pandemic, 30 years of civil
war, temples in Jaffna were razed to the ground by the Portuguese rulers, who issued edicts
requiring that Cross signs should be displayed even in the turbans which people wore. It was
against Christianity then, to use plantain leaves as eating plates. Killing of cows was
considered an act of virtue.!!! Kantha-Puranam reading and explanations were disbanded.
According to Pandithamany Kanapathipillai of Madduvil in his book titled "The decline and
revival of Kantha-puranam in Ceylon!!!

The secret of the strength of Mavidapuram Kanthasamy Temple is to withstand with
resilience; the ability to adapt to and recover from difficult situations and to maintain
psychological well-being in the face of adversity. The secret is due to the descendants of
Sithamparam Thillai Natarajar temple from the Founding High Priest Agama Sasthra
Shironmany revered Periamanathular, Sithamparam, Sinnamanathullar, Subramaniya
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Kurukkal 1927, who completed building the inner sanctum-sanctorum with granite stones
and performed Maha-Kumbapishekam. Thuraisamy Dheedchithar, Shanmuganatha
Kurrukkal, and the current, highly revered S. Ratnasabapathy Kurrukkal, all descendents of
Sithamparam Thillaival Anthanar, dedicated religious rites is the secret of resilience of Mavai
Kandasamy Temple for the past 800 years and marching victoriously to mark the 50th Maha
Kumbabhiskham on Friday 11th April 2025.

In this context, it is vital to mention briefly the composition of Thirupugal means praise of Lord
Murugan by the foremost among Acharyas of Kaumaram, which is one of the six cults of
Hinduism. Thirupugal appealed to the majority of people due to its occult powers. For
instance, the hymn "Sinnathavar Mudikum" is said to ward off evil powers, when narrated.
Besides Tirupugal, Arunagirinathar has also written Kandar Anubuthi, Alankaram, Anthadi,
Tiruvahuppu, Mayil-Viruttam, Vel Viruttum, Seval Viruttam, and Tiru Ezu Kootrirukai.
Tripugazh had gained popularity during his time and continues to be popular. It attracts
Scholars since it is a mine of social; religious, and literary wealth, the choice of words,
innumerable analogies, and spiritual depth. Worship of Lord Kanthasamy is not confined to
India and Sri Lanka but Lord Muruga worship is global. His name is sung in 126 nations out
of 193 nations in the united nations. The final Aarathi event song " titled Subramanyam,
Subramanyam Shanmuganatha Subramanyam, Subramanyam Subramanyam Subramaniyam
Siva Siva Subramaniyam, Hara Hara Subramaniyam”; in internationally sung.

Lord Muruga is hailed as the bridge between India and Sri Lanka by the marriage of
Murugaallamman in Katragama, glorious Vedda tribe women and millions of people flock to
worship the Katragama deviyo. When KKS MP S Sivadasan presented the topic of
Mavidapuram Kanthasamy Temple, in the year 1996, spoke that he was concerned
personally about two temples. One was about the missing statue of Balaskanda from
Keerimalai Nagulewaran Temple, damaged by the bombing. He quoted what we call the
Kataragama and without any confrontation requested the deputy defence minister
Anurudha Ratwatte to grant permission to visit the two temples. He not only happily gave
permission to go with the devotees and start the restoration work. He said the minister of
cultural and religious affairs has set up a committee to raise funds to restore the two Koyils
and requested late Sivathasan MP an Upayakarar family member of Mavai-Kandan to
coordinate with Lakshman Jeyakoddy. In my opinion the reference to the magical word
"Kataragama Devio" was a miracle of Lord Muruga to conclude, we should not confine
Tirupugazh to mere singing, writing, or in debates. On the contrary, we need to practice what
is said in Kanthapuram written by Kachciappa Sivachariar and pass the knowledge of
Muruga worship and its inner significance to our younger generation and adhere to Jaffna
Kantapurana Kalacharam in the homeland and diaspora Saranam Sararanam Mavai
Kandanuku Saranam!

"Sarvaloka Samastha Suginoor Bavanthu"
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SHRI KANAGA THURKKAI AMMAN (HINDU) TEMPLE TRUST
Founded on 10-08- 1991 Chariby No: 1014409
S CHAPEL ROAD LONDOMN W13 9AE, TEL: 020 8810 D35S /020 BE4D 0485

warw.ammanealing.ong Email: infollammanealing.org
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Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK)

“Community Service Through Saiva (Hindu) Concern”
2 Salisbury Road, Manor Park, London E12 6AB.
Tel : 020 8514 4732 Fax: 01268 561805

www.saivamunnettasangam.com

smsukinfo@gmail.com

Registered Charity No: 292085

MEMBERSHIP FORM ‘

Title Home Phone

First Name Mobile No

Surname Email ID

Address Membership D Annual £15.00 D Life £150.00

Town For online payments to Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK)

Lloyds Bank A/c Number : 00373079

Post code Sort Code : 30-90-80

| wish to become a member of the Saiva Munnetta Sangam (UK) and enclose herewith cash/ cheque / made online payment

for£.....ccocvevvveevenen.. Members are entitled to receive our information emails, Thoranam and Kalasam quarterly magazine.
Date Signature of the Applicant

ﬂfﬁ‘ wid it

Use Gift Aid and you can make your donation worth more. For every pound you give to us, we get an extra
0.25 pence from Inland Revenue, helping your donation go further with no extra cost to you. This means that
£15.00 donation can be turned into £18.75 and £150.00 donation can be turned into £187.50 just so long as

donations are made through Gift Aid.

By ticking (\) the box under the headed ‘Gift Aid’, I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains
taxpayer. I have read this statement and want Saiva Munnetta Sangam UK to reclaim tax on the donation,
given on the date shown. I understand that I must pay an amount of Income Tax and'or Capital Gains Tax in
the tax year at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities and CASCs I donate to, will reclaim on my
gifis for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand
the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given.

For Official Use

Receipt No

Pay in slip No

Date Banked

Membership No

Membership Starts

Membership Ends

Approved Executive Committee

Introduced by

President

Hon. General Secretary

Membership Secretary
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Instability (Delusion)

SiFlamyib: 34 Chapter: 34
@mer: 334 Kural: 334
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Meaning: Time, which shows itself (to the ignorant) as if it were something (real) is in the
estimation of the wise (only) a saw which cuts down life
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Once, there was a saint, who noticed that one of his disciples seemed to be without any
concern about renunciation.

To make him know what renunciation is, what life is, that saint wanted to send him to Janakar,
the great king.

The disciple got surprised. ‘My Lord! You are a great saint and also a true Guru... Janakar
is a king and also a family man. What is there for me to learn from him?’” he asked.

Saint replied.

‘Apart from the fact that we are saints and he is a family man, there is something you need
Hev&D 116 28 miud - sMihHHMensd - wrjsl 2025




%
[ 7]
Tghed e

=y 116 sioumHl He0FD BsID

to learn from him... head bow him, learn the matter, and come back’ and sent the disciple
to Janakar.

The disciple went to Mithila. On entering the palace, he found many young girls dancing
along with some fun making songs. King Janakar also was among this crowd.

On seeing this, the disciple was shocked and found it difficult to accept it.

Janakar laughed at him and told, ‘Do not take anything wrongly that are happening here. You
have been sent here by the saint only to learn something particular. It’s better you learn it.
You stay here in the palace for a day and then you can return’.

The disciple was given a room which was very beautiful and luxurious. After the feast had
finished, he laid down on his bed to sleep. On lying down, disciple got shocked to see very
sharp swords attached to thin twines that were hanging from the ceiling of the room above
his head! He got frightened and couldn’t sleep. The whole night, being aware of those
swords, he thought any sword above, without any cover — might fall on him and kill him.

Janakar came to him in the morning and asked ‘was everything comfortable?’

‘Everything was comfortable, except for the sharp swords without any safety cover, hanging
above my head. How could | sleep peacefully in such a situation?’ was the disciple’s reply.

"You were very tired, when you came here. You would have slept well. But you didn’t sleep
a bit you say."

This shows that, without any concern about the world and other things around you, you only
had worries about those swords which might fall on you and thereby couldn’t sleep. Well! a
mind without any other concern but only fearing of certainity of death and identifying the
‘sword’ filing life bit by bit is the reality of life would be the best to follow renunciation.

Even though | remain in my kingdom, among all kinds of fun and activities, | always think
about the certainity — the death.

Life is like a water bubble. Death might occur at any time. | am aware of this reality and thus,
| am also an actual saint’.

On knowing the reality of life, the disciple returned to his place.
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(By late S. Shivapathasundaram B.A)

CHAPTER 5
AANAVA (s emreuid)

The Nature of Aanava:
What is he cause of evil?

The cause of evil is one of the great problems of life. The statesman and the priest, the
teacher and the parent are engaged in finding out and removing the cause of evil. Different
evils are known to have different causes. But it is the ultimate cause of evil that philosophy
tries to discover so as to get at the power that can couteract it and serve as the panacea of
al evils.

Are desires the cause of evil?

Some desires are good and others are bad. It is the bad desires that usually causes evil.
Besides, desires are not ultimate causes. For example, a man desires to steal another man’s
money. This desire is the effect of the desire to obtain something he needs, say food, which
in turn is caused by the desire to avoid hunger. The ultimate desire is the desire to avoid pain.
Pain is a relative term. One man’s pain is another man’s pleasure. There are some who find
pleasure in starving if they can give their food to others in need. Pain being thus indefinite,
the desire to avoid pain is also indefinite. To say that the ultimate cause of pain is an
indefinite thing is to admit ignorance. Besides, desiring is an act and as such it is an effect.
An effect cannot be an ultimate cause. Therefore, desire cannot be an ultimate cause.

Is selfishness the cause of evil?

Selfishness is the desire of an individual to make himself happy even at the expense of
others. Being a desire, it too cannot be an ultimate cause.

Is ignorance the cause of evil?

Ignorance is merely absence of knowledge and is not a thing that has positive existence. It
is absurd to speak of a non-existing thing as a cause. We hear of acts performed out of
ignorance. But these statements are the result of loose thinking. A child is said to have put
its hand into fire because it did not know that it would burn. The fact is that the child thought
that the fire was a beautiful thing and wanted to take it. The real cause is its desire to reach
beautiful things. Wrong knowledge may be a cause but not ignorance.
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Saiva view of evil

Saiva philosophy cuts the Gordian knot by denying the very existence of evil. If A murders
B, it is good for A and B. God is the director of the universe, and under His rule nothing
untoward can happen. When A murders B, the latter gives up the body and gets a more
suitable body. A suffers for the murder and gains wisdom, foresight, and mental balance, or
will throw off the present body for a fresh one. The dependents of A and B also will become
wiser and more self-reliant. But, though Saiva philosophy denies the existence of evil,
society not only affirms its existence but works for its eradication.

This amazing difference between religious philosophy and social philosophy is due to the fact
that the reality with which religion is concerned is the soul, whereas that of society is the body
and worldly possessions. What society calls evil is not non-existent but is the "error or wrong"
in philosophy, which is a far more innocent thing. If we wish to find out the ultimate cause of
wrongdoing, we can do so by examining a few instances of it.

The existence of Anava

If the murder of B by A is a premeditated act, A must have thought that B had no right to live
in this world because he had wronged either him or some of his friends or his country. This
thought is the result of insufficient knowledge and wrong reasoning, as neither A nor anyone
else has the ability to form a correct judgment regarding B's right to live in this world.

If the murder followed an exchange of words or blows, it was committed in a rage when the
mind was incapable of forming correct judgements. Here the cause of murder is insufficient
thinking.

If the mind was not clouded by anger, the murder might have been due to a weak will which
could not prevent him from the act. The murder might also have been avoided, if A had taken
prompt action to defend himself by some method short of murder. He was not able to take
such action owing to lack of sufficient energy. So the murder is traced to insufficiency either
of knowing, willing, or doing.

We have attributed to the soul the ability for these three activities. The soul then would
function correctly if it received sufficient energy.

The supply of energy comes from Maya, which freely offers all that the soul wants. Hence,
there must be a slip between the cup and the lip. The allowance is sufficient, but the whole
of it does not reach the soul.

Therefore, there must be a third factor involved in the process which blocks the passage and
prevents the full flow of the energy that is offered. This something requires a name, and
Saiva Philosophy calls it Anava.
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What is Anava?

It is a significant name derived from the word “Anu” which means an atom. Anava therefore
means that which tends to make the soul's powers indefinitely small.

Spanaib

What Anava is, is a matter of great dispute. Some attribute the limitation or
the imperfection of man to the soul's tools, the mind and the body. These
tools are given to us by God’s love. It would not offer such imperfect gifts
unless they were good for us.

These could not be good for us if the soul had no limitation, if the soul had
been unconditioned and perfect. A perfect soul requires a perfect body and
4 mind or none at all. God's Love would not give an impotent inellect to a
soul whose capacity for knowledge is perfect. Therefore some direct limitation of the soul's
powers must be postulated to justify the gift of the body and mind with limitations.

Others attribute the limitation to the soul itself and regard it as an essential quality of it. But
we know that when an essential quality of a thing disappears, the identity of the thing itself
disappears. Suppose a loosely jointed framework of four equal rods is placed so that one of
its angles is a right angle. The rods then form a square. But a slight push or pull at a corner
robs the framework of the right angle and hence of its square form. Along with the
disappearance of this essential quality, namely rectangularity, also disappears the square
which possesses the quality.

So, if the limitation is an essential quality of the soul, when it disappears, the soul also must
disappear. In reply to this objection, it may be said that the soul as soul does disappear and
becomes God. But if one substance becomes another, one of the two must be a complex
entity formed of the other by the addition of a third substance.

For example, iron becomes rust by combining with the third substance, oxygen. But, as both
God and Soul are eternal, neither of them can be complex (corollary |). Besides, if souls
should become Gods, there would be many Gods, each of them directing the universe. Such
a conclusion is prima facie an absurdity. Again, since the soul is eternal, its essential
attributes also must be eternal.

It would follow, therefore, that its limitation must also be eternal and the soul could never be
free from them, and that evolution would be futile.

The Effect of Anava on Action

We have given the name Anava to that entity which blocks the passage of the energies to
know, to desire, and to do.

Misapprehension

Let us consider the condition of the soul's ability to know. Anava prevents the soul from
knowing the whole truth and thereby causes misunderstanding. Just as in the dark, for want
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of sufficient light, a man mistakes a rope for a serpent, so the soul, in the insufficient
knowledge received by it, conceives things to be different from what they are, and blunders
at every turn.

Non appresension

Its first and foremost blunder is the identification of itself with the body
or mind. It does not see its own vast potentiality, the eternal
brotherhood of souls, and its absolute dependence on God. It is aware
only of things it can perceive with the senses, seeks pleasure as the =&
summum bonum of life, and makes the search after it its all-absorbing
occupation. Each ego, while engaged in this work, sees other egos
interfering with its desires, and carries on a perpetual warfare against
them. This fosters the feelings of I-ness and My-ness. I-ness consists in setting a special
value on oneself and in applying one law for one's own self and a different law for others.
My-ness similarly sets a special value on one's own possessions, sentient or insentient,
such as relations, friends and property.

The feelings of I-ness and My-ness are the cause of the majority of our wrong deeds. There
are also other channels of wrongdoing which, as we have already seen, proceed from the
insufficiency of energy caused by the constriction of the soul’s capacity by Anava.

The Effect of Wrong Action on Anava

Anava leads a soul to wrong doing. Every wrong is ultimately followed by the experience of
pain. The experience of suffering that follows it, forces itself into the soul’s stock of
knowledge. The painful consequesnces of an act are either immediate or remote.

If a thief is caught, he receives immediate punishment. Otherwise, he suffers later in some
other connection. If a person has had immediate suffering as a result of yielding to
temptation and doing something wrong, he tries to avoid this suffering thereafter even if he
is not able to resist the temptation. For a time he escapes, but later he is caught. Then comes
the desire to avoid the wrong.

But the suffering is not remembered in its full intensity after some time, and the desire to
commit the wrong act in a fresh set of circumstances proves stronger than the desire to
avoid it and ends in the commission of the act again. In this way the wrong is repeated and
becomes a habit.

Once an act has become a habit, the external stimulus acts almost automatically and brings
about the act with little expenditure of mental energy. It gives no time for the consideration
of an earlier decision to avoid it. But suffering is also repeated, and the time comes when the
suffering is unbearable.

This is the turning point in the curve of wrongdoing. The person realises that the wrong act
ought to be avoided, and a strong desire arises to avoid such wrongdoing. This becomes
stronger with each repetition of it. The act is then altogether given up. The constriction of the
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three capacities is then overcome, though only to a small extent. In some cases, if a
particular form of wrongdoing is overcome, some allied forms also are given up. A person
who has obtained so much real knowledge and enlightenment as to avoid theft may give up
cheating and lying also.

How does suffering help?
1. Knowledge

Two questions may now arise. The first is whether the suffering is indispensable to the
avoidance of wrong-doing. We see that when the heinousness of an offence is clearly
explained, the knowledge alone is, in some cases, enough to prevent a person from
wrongdoing. He does not wait for the experience of the suffering that would result from it. But
mere knowledge, however clear it may be, cannot sufficiently prevail on man to change an
attitude which is the result of persistent tendencies. These can be attacked only by
experience. If we see a man give up wrongdoing as the result of a sermon, he is either in
the earliest stage when the impulse is weak or is in the last stage mentioned in the last
paragraph.

2. Fear

Besides knowledge, fear also serves to prevent the commission of an offence. Hell-fire was
invented by many religions for this purpose. Saivism posits the existence of a mental state
of agony called Naragam, which corresponds to hell. It is a magnified form of an
unpleasant dream, but is not a place. But the disadvantage of fear is that when a man
begins to disbelieve or to forget the existence of such horrors he may plunge into wrong
doing, and once he starts he is likely to continue along that path. Physical indisposition, too,
sometimes helps to avoid temptation; but, as in the case of fear, its effect is temporary. The
experience of suffering is necessary for the complete removal of the tendency to do wrong.

The second question is whether pain and suffering have any effect if they are experienced
long after the commission of the offencc that occasioned them. It may be contended that the
offence itself may be forgotten, or, even if it is remembered, the causal relation between it
and the suffering may not be known. But remembering and forgetting are phenomena only
of the conscious mind. In the subconscious mind all past impressions are retained never to
disappear completely. Therefore it is possible for the soul to connect the wrong with its painful
consequences. Besides, the pain by itself might be a means of making the soul act more
righteously thereafter.
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