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- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

_‘Z_’hu%‘sda.y, 2nd September, 1948

Mg.
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The House met at 2 p.m.,
SpeakEr  [Tae Hox.
Moramure] in the Chair.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOYERNOR-
i GENERAL

Mr. Speaker: I have received the
following Message from His Fxcellency
the Governor-General:

No. C.21/1948.
_ King’s Pavilion,
Kandy, 28th August, 1948.
S1r,—I have the honour to inform you thaf,
in terms of section 86 (2) of the Ceylon (Con-
stitution) Order in Council, 1946, I have this
day adssented in His Majesty’'s name to the
Bill intituled—

‘““An Act to amend the Trade Unions
Ordinance in order to make special
provision relating to the registration
of trade unions of public servants

and to other matters connected
therewith."'
I have the honour to be,
Bir, Z

Your obedient servant,
(Sgd.) Henry MOORE,
Governor-General.

The Honoeurable the Speaker
of the House of Representatives.

PAPERS PRESENTED
Supplementary Estimates Nos. 23, 24, 25 and
26 of 1947-48.—[Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake.]
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Supplementary Estimates Nos. 21 and 22 of
1947-48.—[Hon. Mr. Bandaranatke.]

Ordered to lie upon-the Table._

Supplementary BEstimate No. 29 of 1947-48.—
[Hon. Mr. Jayah.] ;

Ordered to lie upon the

(1) Supplementary Estimates
48, 49 and 50 of 1947-48.

(2) Report of the Directors of the
and Orphans’ Pension Fund and Scheme for
1946 (Sessional Paper No. XVIL. of 1948).—
[Hon. Mr. Jayewardene. ]

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

(1) Two Sets of Regulations made under
Sections 82 and 174 of the Motor Car Ordinance,

Table.
Nos. 45, 46, 47,

. No. 45 of 1938. :

(2) Supplementary Estimates Nos., 20, 34, 35,
36, 37, 88, 89, 40, 41, 42, 43, and 44 of 1947-48.—
[Hon. Sir John Kotelawala.]

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Supplementary Estimate No. 28 of 1947-48.—
[Hon. Mr. Nugawela.]

Ordered to lie upon the Table:
i [
N 13840 (9/48)

5]
i
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- Questions are as follows:

Widows' .

Oral Answers 2006
Supplementary Estima;tes Nos. 31, 32 and 83 -
of 1947-48.—[Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanaycke.] -

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

Supplementary Estimates Nos. 27 and 80 of
1947-48.—[Hon. Mr. Sittampalam.]

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Mafternity Benefits

1. Mr. Dahanayake: Will the Hon.
Minister of Labour and Social Services
state: (a) Is he aware that the period
of 150 days of work needed to secure
maternity benefits cannot be reached in
many cases® because of the general cur-
tailment of work? (b) Whether he will
take steps to amend the law in this
respect to bring the period down to 100
days? '

The Hon. Mr. T. B. Jayah (Minister

of Labour and Social Services): The

Answers to the Member’s

(a) No. (b)

bhon.

No.
Two-man Commission to Malaya

2. Mr. Sri Nissanka: Will the Prime
Minister state: What were the terms
of reference issued to the two-man-Com-

- mission which went to Malaya to imquire

into the rioting of .Ceylon Pioneers in
that country? _ '

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake
(Prime Minister and Minister of Defence
and External Affairs): There was no
formal appointment of a Commission.
A Military Officer and a Bhikkhu were
asked to proceed to Malaya to make
informal inquiries to ascertain and re-
port on the cause of the "reported
disturbances by the Ceylon Pioneers in
that country. B

Mr. Dahanayake: May I ask a Supple-
mentary Question? Will the report
submitted by that unofficial Commission
be made avaijlable to hon. Members?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No.

Mr. Dahanayake: Why not?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Because I do not consider it necessary.
It was for my information that I got '
that ‘report.
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Dr. Perera: Might I ask a question?
Was it a part of the instructions issued
to this particular Commission that they
should also inquire into the conditions
of work of these pioneers?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake: :

| Yes.

Use of Ceylon Air Fields by British
Military Aircraft

3.. Mr. Sri Nissanka: Will the Prime
Minigter state whether sanction of Par-
liament will be obtained before permit-
ting British Military Aircraft to use
Ceylon air fields for the purpose of
- military operations in other countries?

The Hon.: Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
‘The question of British Military Aircraft
using Ceylon air fields for purposes of
military operations in other countries is
a matter for mutual agreement between
the Government of Ceylon and the
Government of the United Kingdom
according to circumstances existing at
that time.

Dr. Perera: May I ask a Supple-
mentary Question? . If Parliamentary
sanction 1is not necessary, has the
Minister given sanction for the use of
air fields at the present moment?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

No.

Dr. Perera: Has there been any
mutual  agreement = between the
'Government - of Ceylon and the

Government of Fngland?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That is another question. _

~Mr. Sri Nissanka: Has the Cabinet
given sanction for the use of these air
fields?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake :
NO. / :

Mr, Sri Nissanka: To the Govern-
ment of England to use our air fields?

The Hon. Mr. D, S. Senanayake :
There are certain air fields in Trinco-
malee which are used by British planes.
There was  therefore no  sanction
necessary for the use of those air feolds

e
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Mr, Sri Nissanka: For this particular
operation?

The

Hon., Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No. :

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: As the
Prime Minister said that there are cer-
tain aerodromes which are being used
by British planes, may I know whether

he has any control over *those
aerodromes?
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

I do not know under which question
this supplementary question is being
asked. I am asked about something
which may happen in the future. 1

'should-be glad if my hon. friends would

read the question first before they ask
supplementary questions. The question
that is asked is whether sanction of
Parliament will be obtained before per-
mitting British Military Aireraft to use
Ceylon air fields. That is something
that has to be decided in the future.

Mr. Speaker: The question has already
been answered.

Use of Ceylon Air Fields by British
Beau Fighters to strafe Malayan
Communists

4. Mr. Sri Nissanka: Will the Prime
Minister state why British Beau Fight-
ers have been allowed to take off from
Ceylon air fields to strafe Malayan
Communists?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
A flight of Beau Fighters from a
squadron normally stationed in Ceylon
were on their normal exercise flight to
Singapore and Hong Kong; when at
Singapore they appear to have been
used for action in Malaya. It is not
correct to say that they took off from
Ceylon air fields to strafe Malayan
Communists. :

Type Plans for Construction of Buildings
on Estates

o, Mr. Thondaman: Will the Minis-
ter of Kducation state: (a) Whether he
i1s aware that a number of Iistates have
asked for type plans to enable them to
proceed with the construetion of build-
ings as required by the Iducation De-
pactment’s Circular No. ASB 134 dated
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2009 Oral Ansﬁ;ers .
3rd August, 1948? (b) Whether he is
aware that the Department has failed
Yo respond to those requests so far?

The Hon. Mr. E. K. Nugawela (Minis-
ter of Education): The Answers to the
hon. Member’s Questions are as follows:

(a) Yes.

(b).Type plans have been despatched
to applications received so far.

Mr. Thondaman: How many estates
have been supplied with such plans?

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: I am sorry,
Sir, I am not in a position to give that
information.

Education Department: Examination :
Branch

6. Mpr. Ilangaratne: Will the Minis-
ter of Hducation state: (a) Is he aware
that the building housing the Examina-
tion Branch of the Education Depart-
ment is unsuitable for the purpose and
has no latrine accommodation? (b) Is
he aware that several clerks attached to
this office are suffering from tuberculosis?
(¢) Whether he will take steps to shifte
the office to better quarters, and to have
the tuberculosis cases treated at
Government expense?

-

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: The
-~ Answers to the hon. Member’'s Questions
are as follows:

(¢) The Examination Branch of the
Education Department is housed in the
best building available. It is incorrect
to say that -there is no latrine
- accommodation.

(b) There have been 2 positive and 1
suspected case of tuberculosis among 113
clerks, but there is nothing to justify
the implication in the hon. Member’s
. question that they contracted tuber-
culosis as a result of working in this
building.

(¢) The office will be shifted when
better quarters are available. There
is no urgency in the matter.

Amendment of the Land Settlement
Ordinance

7. Mpr. Herat: Will the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Justice
state: Whether he will “consider cearly

2 SEPTEMBER 1948

- Ordinance. It is

Oral Answers 2010
the amending of the Land Settlement
Ordinance so that cases of illicit clearing
of jungle may be prosecuted in Rural
Courts?

Mr. G. R. de Silva (Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice):
Action has been taken in the ecase of
illicit clearing of jungle under the Forests
Ordinance and not under the Settlement
not  considered
advisable that such cases should be
prosecuted in the Rural Courts.

Olupaliyave Tank in Wanni Hatpattu

8. Mr. Herat: Will the Minister of
Agriculture and Lands state: (e)
Whether he is aware that the owners
of the paddy fields and lands inundated
by raising the spill level of the Olupali-
yave Tank in Wanni Hatpattu 1n
Kurunegala District have not been paid
compensation? (b) Whether he will
consider the payment of these claims
without further delay?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake
(Minister of Agriculture and Lands):
The Answers to the hon. Member's

- Questions are as follows:

(a) Olupaliyawa - tank was recently
improved by the Irrigation Department
at a cost of nearly Rs. 19,500 for the
benefit of 108 acres. These improve-
ments did not in any way involve either
the raising of the existing spill level or
the submergence of any extra level
beyond the area already liable to
innundation at the present spill level.
All that is proposed is to acquire 24.7
acres of private land liable to submer-
gence at the existing full Supply Level
114. This is estimated to cost Rs. 7,000.

(b) Aecquisition proceedings have not
commenced. Compensation due will be
paid after acquisition proceedings ar
completed. :

Kudagalla-oya Scheme

9. Mr, Herat: Will the Minister of
Agriculture and Lands state: (a) Is he
aware that no information on the pro-
posed Kudagalla-oya Scheme (i.e., a
channel from Kadigalla.to Tabbowa) is
available from any official sources? (b;
If sp, why? (c) How far has ' this
scheme progressed?
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The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The Answers to the hon. Member's
Questions are as follows:

(a) There is a new proposal to im-
pound the waters of the Kala-oya by a
dam at a point’ approximately about
4 miles down stream of the Kala-oya
bridge on the Kurunegala-Anuradhapura
P. W. D. road. The proposed reservoir
may impound about 50,000 Ac. ft. of
storage to command in the neighbour-
hood of 10,000 acres of irrigable paddy
for Maha, and this is called the
Kudagala Scheme.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) The river flow is being gauged in
the vicinity of the P. W. D. bridge since
October, 1945. A reconnaissance
engineering contour survey of the pro-
posed tank bed and the bund site has
been made.

ELECTION OF DEPUTY-SPEAKER
AND CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

The Hon. Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike (Minister of Health and Local
Government, and Leader of the House) :
I propose the name of Mr. H. W.
Amarasuriya, Member for Baddegama,
for the office of Deputy-Speaker and
Chairman of Committees.

- _The Hon. Mr. A. E. Goonesinha
(Minister without Portfolio): I have
pleasure in seconding the Motion—
[Pause |—

Mr. Speaker: I declare Mr, Amara-
suriya duly elected as Deputy-Speaker
and Chairman of Committees, and, on
behalf of the House, I congratulate the
hon. Member. :

LEAVE OF ABSENCE: DR. COLVIN
R. DE SILVA

Mr, J. C. T. Kotalawela
Badulla): T move,

“ That Dr. Colvin R. de Silva, Member for
Wellawatta-Galkissa, be granted leave
Sectlon' 24 (1) (e) of the Ceylon (Constitution)
Order in Council, 1946, to be absent from the
Sittings of the House for g period of 4 months
from Thursday, September 2, 1948."

(Second

Mr. L. Rajapaksa

Hambantots,
seconded. (st %)

Question put, and agreed to.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

under.

2012

Sittings of the House

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
2.13 p.Mm.
The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: I move,
‘“ That Government Business be exempted at
this day’s Sitting from the provisions of |,
Standing Order No. 8.”

May. I move them all or may I
explain

Mr. Speaker: The Hon. Minister can
explain them one by one.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: They
are all dependent upon each other.

Mr. Speaker:
that one by -one.

You can explain all

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Sir, the
proposal 1s this, that after we finish
Government Business this week we ad-
journ till the 23rd of November.
There is a possibility that Government
Business may be finished today and I
thought perhaps that hon. Members,
instead of meeting again tomorrow, if
1t is possible, might wish, even to meet
later than the usual hour of adjournment
at 5.30 p.Mm. and try to finish Govern-
ment Business today. Of course, if it
cannot be finished today then we will
have to meet tomorrow. That is the
purpose of Motion No. 4. Motion No. 5
is for the exemption from the provisions
of Standing Order No. 24 of certain
Supplementary Estimates which are
formal in their nature and for which the
necessary 5 days’ notice has to be given.

Question put, and agreed to.

. SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
2.15 p.m.

The Hon. Mvr. Bandafa.naike: I move,

** That, if the Government Business on the
Paper be disposed of this day, this House at
its rising this day, do adjourn until 2 .M. on
Tuesday, 23rd November, 1948."

Question proposed.
"2.15 p.m.

Dr. N. M. Perera (Ruwanwella): I
am sorry I have to oppose this Motion.
It is a little awkward, because what T
am really opposing is the adjournment
until the 23rd of November, the so-called
recess that we are going to have for
very nearly three months.
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I do not know what hon. Members on
the other side of the House feel, but we,
on this side, feel that there is plenty of
work to be done. So far as we are con-
cerned, we do not want this recess at
all, but the Government finds it con-
venient to adjourn for long periods.
Immediately after the so-called Inde-
pendence, and the recess we have had.
we come here and find ourselves rushed
through to get a certain amount of work
done, and then, the House is to be
adjourned again. We do not want this
rush business. I think it is much better
for the House to sit regularly. If cer-
tain hon. Members want to get away
from this Island, I do not know why
the rest camnot function.

“The Hon. Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
(Minister of Finance): We will be
functioning. '

Dr. Perera: I see the difficulty in the
case of your goodself, Sir, but I do think,
now that we have elected a new Deputy
Speaker with an amount of Parliament-
ary experience, we might be able to
carry on even in your absence—much as
I should hate to feel that you are not
here.

I am sorry we of the Opposition can-
not agree to the postponement of the
Sittings of this House till the 23rd
November.

2.17 p.M.

Mr. W. Dahanayake (Galle): The
Hon. Leader of the House will find, if
he pursues the various Agenda Papers,
a very large number of very important
Motions in the names of Private Mem-
bers. Iividently, it seems to be the
intention of the Government never to

ive the back-benchers a chance; never .

to allow the people of the counfry to
voice their grievances through Parlia-
mentary channels. I feel that this
Parliament, ever since it was inaugu-
rated, has had far too many holidays.
Lhere have been more holidays than
working days. We, on this side of the
House, protest on behalf of the people
whom we have come to represent here,
and we ask that the Government should
not place obstacles in the way of our
working for the people.

Question put.

2 SEPTEMBER 1948

2014
The House divided (under Standing

Order 48): Ayes, 50; Noes, 34. |
2.18 p.m. i

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: I move,

* That, if all Government Business on the
Paper be not disposed of this day, this House
at 1ts rising this day, do adjourn until 10 A.M.
on Friday, 3rd September, 1948.”

Business of the House

Dr. Perera: In any case, I believe,
you are having some Supplementary
Estimates to be moved tomorrow.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: No, all
have been put down for today. The
next Motion I shall be moving is for
that purpose. That means that all the
Supplementary Estimates will be moved
today. -

Question put, and agreed to.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
2.19 p.M.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: I move,

“ That notwithstanding the provisions of
Standing Order No. 24, items Nos. 26, 33, 34,
35, 36, 37 38 and 39 on the Paper be proceeded
with this day."”

These are Supplementary Estimates.
When they are reached, hon. Members
will see that they are fairly formal in
nature. They are Motions of which the
necessary five days’ notice have not
been given.

Question proposed.

2.20 p.M.

Dr. Perera: I think that we of the
Opposition require protection in  this
matter. Normally notice is required.
Although the Hon. Minister may say
that the Supplementary Estimates are
formal, we have to satisfy ourselves
that they are so.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I do not know whether the hon. Mem-
ber is in Order in raising this question,
because in the last Motion he agreed to
all the Supplementary Estimates on the
Agenda being taken up today.

Dr. Perera: No.

Mr. Speaker: The Hon. Minister has
questioned the right of the hon. Mem-
ber.ool think the Hon. Minister is in
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[Mr. Speaker. |
Order in moving the
Standing Orders "to take up
Supplementary KEstimates today.

Suspension of
these

Dr. Perera: That would be all right
in case we received notice of the par-
ticular Motion. Is it your Ruling that
- the Government can suspend Standing
Orders and get any business passed
without giving wus notice or without
giving us any indication of the business?

Mr. Speaker: Notice has been given
to hon. Members in that all this busi-
ness had been printed and circulated to
hon. Members many days ago. It is
only that the five clear days’ notice
hag not been complied with.

Dr, Perera: The only purpose of the
‘Standing Order is to give the Opposition
the maximum chance of going through
those items and studying them.

Mpr. Speaker: The purpose is to give
all hon. Members of the House notice.
Notice has been given.

Dr. Perera: We should have notice
for the purpose of going through and
finding out whefher the Supplementary
Estimates are to be objected to or not.
Surely we ought to have that protection?
I object to these steam-rolling tactics.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: If any
particular Motion is taken up even

after the passage of this Motion, and -

an hon. Member objects to it, then he
can move that the item be deferred and
give reasons for it.

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr. Speaker: The Hon. Minister of
Edueation wants to move the
Supplementary Estimate standing in
his name first.

Dr. Perera: Why is that?

The Hon. Mr, D, S. Senanayake:
For-personall reasons. '

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT:
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, &o.

2.26 p.Mm.
The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: T move,

" That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Four Million Three Hundred and Seventy
seven Thousand Three Hundred 1T ()AL

-

(Rs. 4,377,310) be payable out of the Consoli-
dated Ifund for the services of the financial
year beginning on 1st October, 1947, and
ending. on 30th September, 1948, and that the
said sum may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto:—
Schedule.
Head 101, Education Department.

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses
of the Department of
Kducation including
expenses of Boards
and Committees and
cost of examinations
and special services ...
Vote No. 8.—Grants in aid to, As-
sisted schools includ-
mng Living and other
allowances to teachers
in Assisted schools and
grants  to  various
Societies ...5,000,000
Vote No. 4.—Cost of midday meals
to  sechool children,
scholarships  (tenable
in Ceylon and abroad),
 Maintenance allow-
ance and sundry
awards ...600,000.""

I' am grateful to the House Aor
showing me the indulgence of letting
me move this Supplementary Estimate
before the ofhers are moved. It i8
purely for personal reasons.

Primarily, the intention of this Sup-
plementary Estimate is to cover the de-
ficit caused by the over-all eut of 10 per
cent. in the Education Department Es-
timates last year. It ig purely  for
salaries and cost-of-living allowances.
The overall cut had to be over the whole
item of Rs. 91,756,317. There was no
distribution allocated, and there are no
savings from which to make good this

777,310

sum of money. This is non-controver.

sial. In Vote No. 4 there is a sum of
Rs. 600,000 for midday meals which is
really due to the fact that 200 new
schools have come into the midday meal
scheme. ' Then, there is the itemn for
Rs. 3,000,000 which is to cover the
salaries to be paid on the conversion
which took place after the last Budget
was passed. Provision for this purpose
was made in the last Budget but the
10 per cent. cut necessitated a reduction
of ' this amount. There are also the
salaries and cost-of-living allowances for
teachers in Assisted schools to be met.

Question proposed.
2.28 p.m.

Dr. Perera: T really want g reply from
12}1e Hon. Minister of Finance.
1ace’ V6 'Rl experience,

why has the

In the .
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Hon. Minister agreed to this procedure?
I wonder whether we should not go into
a Committee of the whole House to
discuss this matter.

_ Mr. Speaker: It is not worth going
mto Commiftee.

_ Dr. Perera: What T want to point out
is this. TIn the face of this Supplement-
ary Estimate, these 74, 10 and 15 per
cent. cuts are meaningless. Why did
the Hon. Minister of Finance agree to
continue this practice of cuts in the
Budget for 1948-49? This is not the
only item. Hon. Members will find a
number of such items where, as a result
of this practice, Supplementary Esti-
mates have been brought up. 1 can

find no precedence in any other country

for this over-all cut of 10 per cent. which
includes a cut on midday meals. The
result is that the Hon. Minister of Edu-
cation has to come before this House
with ©  Supplementary  Hstimates. T
should like to have a reply from the
Hon. Minister of Finance. We strongly
object to this piecemeal bad budgeting.

2.29 p.m.

Mr. Dahanayake: I think the Govern-
ment ought to,have learned a lesson
from what has happened. When they
found it difficult to balance the Budget
they resorted to subterfuge.

Mpr, Speaker: The hon. Member must
withdraw that word.

Mr. Dahanayake: I withdraw it, Sir.
They resort to something unprecedented
in the annals of budgeting in the world.

Then, at a subsequent date they re-
sorted to something wunprecedented,
once again, by bringing up supplement-
ary estimates to cover the over-all cut.
In that way, we are denied a picture of
the true position of the finances of the
country. The public is unable to find
out how precisely the Government is
budgeting for the needs of the country.

The Minister of Finance must give an
assurance, now that the lesson has been
brought home .to him, that he will no
longer resort to this vicious practice of
making an over-all cut.

The Minister of Education says, in the
remarks appended to this supplementary
estimate, that he proposeg to get down
new machinery in order tooanbroduce

2 SEPTEMRER 1948
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mechanized accounting in the Education
Department.

points out that mechanized accounting
will become operative only in January,
1950. Till then, I presume, the pay-
ment of teachers’ salaries will continue

to be delayed. The Minister has had

ample time—— 2

Mr. Speaker:
with qais Vote.
5y

Mr. Daha'nayake:

The payment of
teachers’ salaries—— i

@

Mr. Speaker: That does not form part
of this Vote. 5 :

Mr. Dahanayake: There is a new
sub-head 11, which refers to machinery
for ~mechanized accounting. I am
referring to that new sub-head.

Mr. Speaker: There is nothing about
that in the Vote now before the House.
That is

Dr. Perera: part of the

explanation

Mr, Speaker: There is nothing about
it in the Vote before the House.

Mr. Dahanayake: New sub-head 11
reads as follows:—

" Mechanized accounting.

Mr. Speaker: I do not see any refer-

ence to that in the printed Resolution

now before the House.

Mr. Dahanayake: It is found in the
details furnished to us, for our study.

Mr. Speaker: That has nothing to do
with me.

Mr. Dahanayake: In any case, this
money is needed partly for the purpose
of starting a scheme for the mechaniza-
tion of accounting in the Education De-
partment. 1If that is so, I do hope that
the present delay in the payment of
teachers’ salaries will not continue. But
I understand that even if we pass this
supplementary estimate as presented, the
payment of teachers’ salaries will con-
tinue to be delayed, and that the delay
will eontinue till 1950. T say that——-

That has | no eo_nﬁe_ctiﬁ_n

2018

That gives us some hope,
but in the same remarks the Minister

LY
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Mr. Speaker: I must inform the hon.
Member that the payment of teachers’
salaries 1S not relevant to the supple-
mentary estimate now before the House.

Mr. Dahanayake: Now that I have
sald almost all that I had to say, 1 shall
be satisfied if the. Minister would give

me the assurance that these matters will
be looked into.

©
284 p.M.

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam (Vﬂ;kkod-
dai): I am glad the Minister has frankly
admitted that this supplementary esti-
mate has had to be brought up because
of the meaningless ‘‘ cuts ’* which were
made in his vote. Ag the hon. Member
for Ruwanwella (Dr. Perera) pointed out,
there are a number of supplementary
estimates now before the House which
have become necessary because of the
“ cuts "’ made in the provision included
under the various heads of expenditure
in the Estimates. - She

I am now raising the general question
of the availability of funds to meet all
these supplementary estimates.

The House has already passed 18 sup-
plementary estimates, and today we have
- under consideration 32 others under
. various heads of the Estimates, some for
““ token votes ’’, others under ‘‘ Loan
Funds *’. Leaving aside the votes under
“Loan Funds” and the ** token "
votes, I find that that the total sum
asked for under the various Heads
amounts to over Rs. 33,000,000—
Rs. 33,336,748, to be exact.

Tarlier, we have passed supplementary
‘estimates to the extent of about
Rs. 10,000,000.

If hon. Members will refer to page 41
of the Finance Minister’s Budget speech,
they will find that for 1947-48 he antici-
pated the surplus to be Rs. 90,000,000
and not Rs. 40,000,000 as forecast in his
previous Budget speech. This sum of
Rs. 90,000,000 has already been exhaust-
ed in meeting supplementary provision
of Rs. 222,000,000——

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: No.

Mr. Kanaga.ra.tnam:' I shall quote
from his own speech :

" The losses on the Railway in 1948-47 and
1947-48 amounted to Rs. 83,000,000, and cn the
other Advance Accounts for 1847.48 | to
Rs. 2,000,000. . . .»

‘sidies.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is not
in Order

Mr. Kanagaratnam: I am endeavour-
ing to show that we have no money to
meet this expenditure——

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is not
in Order. He must confine himself to
the Vote now before the House

Mr. Kanagaratnam: The Motion
before the House asks for supplementary
provision. It is one of 26 similar votes.
I am trying to show that there are no
funds available to meet the supplement-
ary amounts now asked for.

The Hon. Mr., D. S. Senanayake:
Do not worry about that!

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Join the
Government !

Mr. Kanagaratnam: We must find out
whether there is money available to meet
these votes. The Rs. 90,000,000 which
was available in the General Reserve has
already been used up to meet the deficit
of Rs. 222.000,000 arising from food sub-
The Minister of Finance has no
money

Mr. Speaker The hon. Member is not
in Order.. He cannot go into the whole
financial policy of the Government, or its
financial position on a supplementary
estimate.

glr. Kanagaratnam:' I am entitled to
as

Mr. Speaker: The Debate on a
supplementary vote must be confined to
that particular supplementary vote.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: I want to know
whether there is money available to meet
these supplementary estimates.

Mr. Wilmot K. Perera (Matugama) :
With regard to the Vote for midday
meals, in Government schools the mid-
day meal is provided only in necessitous
cases. I want to know whether it is pro-
poi:ed‘ to provide meals to every child in’
BEE0OL] :
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2.88 p.m.

The Hon. Mr. Nugawela: The last
question needs an answer. 1 gave an
undertaking that I would go into the
whole matter, and I shall produce a plan
very soon.

With regard to the machinery that is
coming out, the machines were ordered
in 1948. They are due to arrive this
year, but the fitting up of the machines
and the training of the people who are to
work the machines will prove to be an
arduous task, and cannot be completed
before 1950. In no case, machinery or
no machinery, will teachers’ salaries be
delayed. Now they may be delayed by
one or two days owing to special circum-

stances, and naturally there are
complaints.
Mr., Speaker: I shall put the
question—

Mr. Kanaga:i'atnam: My question

Mpr. Speaker: It is not necessary to
answer that ‘question. It was ruled
out of Order.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I shall
reply later.

Question put, and agreed to.

RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN OTHER
‘ COUNTRIES

2.39 p.M.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I move,

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Fifty thousand (Rs. 50,000) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund for the rervice
of the financial year beginning om 1st October,
1947, and ending on 30th September, 1948, and
that the said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.
Rs.
Head 14, Minister of Defence and
Fxuternal Affairs,
New Vote No. 4.—Relief of distress
in other coun-
tries 50,000,

This is to enable us to pay a contri-
bution fowards the relief of distress in

Palestine. An appeal was made on be-
half of Palestine refugees to this
Government, and the suggestion was

even put forward that the general pub-
lic be asked to make donations. This
Government  wishes to.  malke a
contribution.

2 SEPTEMBER 1948
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2.40 p.m.

Mr, Dahanayake: I am certain that
nobody will oppose this proposal, but it
1S necessary to remind this Government
that there are refugees in this country
even as there are refugees in Palestine.
There are vefugees who run away from
the inaction of the U.N.P. Govern-
ment; there are refugees who have no
homes, and to whom the Government
does not intend to give homes

‘Mr. Speaker: This is all irrelevant.

- This Vote refers to disfress in other

countries. :

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to remind
the Government that they must think
of relieving distress in this country.

Mr. Speaker: I say that that is
irrelevant. The hon. Member must not

indulge in irrelevancies. This Vote
refers to distress in another country, and
has nothing to do with distress here.

Question put, and agreed fo.

CEYLON ROYAL NAVAL
YOLUNTEER RESERVE

2.42 p.M. ot
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

I move,

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Ten (Rs. 10) (Token Vote) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund for the service
of the financial year beginning on 1st Oetober,
1947, and ending on 30th September, 1948, and
that the said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.

Head 15, Ceylon Defence.

Rs.
Vote No. 2.—Salaries and Expenses

of the Ceylon Royal
Naval Volunteer Re-
serve 10
(Token Vote)."
This is only a token vote, as money
is available from other sources. This
is merley a request for authority to pay
this sum. 8.

2.43 p.M.

Dr. Perera: This refers to the pur-
chase of a vessel that is not serviceable.
It would appear that it was proposed to
hand over this vessel to us free of
charge, as a gift from the American
Government. Apparently, under the
laws, of America, it is not possible to
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[Dr. Perera. |
make such a gift, and therefore it is
proposed that the Ceylon Government
should pay Rs. 80,000 for this vessel.

If all that the American Government
wanted was a token payment, in order
to keep within the letter of the law that
obtains in America, we might have been
asked to pay something very much less
than this Rs. 30,000, plus the
Rs. 60,000 provided for in this present
~ supplementary estimate, making a total
of Rs. 90,000. If we had to build
barracks and prepare the  necessary
parade grounds and playing fields for
the 200 men, the cost would have come
to Rs. 125,000 according to the figures
given by the Prime Minister himself.
The difference = is © only  about
Rs. 30,000 at the best.

- Is the Prime Minister satisfied that
there will not be any further expendi-
ture on this vessel? We have had ex-
perience of taking over out-of-date
vessels from other Governments and
footing large bills for their bonefit.
This may be a discarded vessel which
the Minister proposes to utilize for the
specific purpose he has in mind, but we
might find in the end that the annual
recurrent expenditure is much more
than the amount we would have been
called upon to spend if we had set up
barracks on shore. / '

I am not so certain that this is really
~ the cheapest or the most economic pro-
position that the Prime Minister could
have put forward. I can understand
the vessel being handed over as a gift,
and a token payment of a couple of
hundred or thousand rupees being
made in order to satisfy the require-
-ments of American law, but here we are
being asked to spend a substantial sum
on a vessel which the owners would have
had to get rid of at considerable ex-
pense to themselves. TIf they had to
tow the vessel out and sink it outside
our territorial waters, they would have
had to spend quite a substantial sum
on the operation. Now they are getting
what amounts to a santhosum of
Rs. 30,000. _

I am afraid the Prime Minister has
not made a good bargain at all.

2.45 p.Mm.

Mr. Dahanayake: T want to know on
whose opinion the Government
that this vessel

Says

is in a fair condition and

e

-vessel

~8ay you do not want this at all.

understand that the
is not seaworthy and it is
damaged beyond ‘‘ economic repairg.”
I would point out to the Hon. Prime
Minister a good instance of the way in
which this Government has blundered
in the past in regard to the purchasing
of sea-going vessels.

gserviceable., 1T

I want to remind the Hon. Prime
Minister of the case of the, ‘* Raglan
Castle ’. When the ‘‘ Raglan Castle”
was purchased the Hon. Minister of
Health was full of praise for it, that it
would open a new era in fishing in Cey-

lon, that it was very cheap for the price °

Government was going to pay for it.

Mr, Speaker: T am afraid that is not
relevant again. :

Mr. Dahanayake: T want to illustrate

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member rust
remember that thege are Supplementary
Estimates and that the remarks should
be confined to the estimates and.not to
anything outside them. The “Raglan
Castle” has nothing to do with this
Supplementary Estimate.

Mr. Dahanayake: T am trying to show
the Government

Mr, Speaker: I do not mind the hon.
Member, in passing, drawing the atten-
tion of the House to something. But
I do not want that to
detail,

Mr.
details._ I do not wish to do S0,

Mr. Speaker: When the hon. Member
referred to the purchase of the * Raglan
Castle,”” all knew what it was about..

Mr. Dahanayake: But the Govern-
ment does not know or has forgotten.
The Government blundered over the
purchase of the Raglan Castle .
Here is a repetition of the blunder. I
Fur-
ther, I ask the Government when it
proposes to  train men ‘ for
C.RN.V.R., and what its plans are
about the Ceylon Navy. Tt has no plans.
When  somebody comes along and

makes an offer to them, although they

have no plans, this is what they do.

be gone into in

the

Dahanayake: T am not going into |

2

Px -
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They do not view the subject as a
whole. T suppose‘the next stage ig that
when somebody else-offers some unser-
viceable article there will be yet another
supplementary estimate_ for the training
of the Navy. That will never be
realized. 1 find that the present pro-
posals of the Government are not to
have a Ceylon Navy or Ceylon Defence
unit but to look to the British for their
assistance. If that is going to be the
policy, are you not frittering away the

taxpayer’s money on tit-bits of this

type? We want a full explanation from
the Government as to what its plans
are and how the purchase of this vessel
fits into its full plan.

2.49 p.M.
The Hon. Mr. D, S. Senanayake:
With regard to our plans about a

modern Naval and Air Force they were
indicated when the Budget was
introduced.

Mr. Dahanayake: No.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
And the hon. Members who were, I be-
lieve, present in the House, and not
downstairs, would have known.what we
intended to do. :

With regard to this Supplementary
Estimate, this vessel is to be bought at
secrap value. The original value of this
vessel was Rs. 5,000,000, The amount
which we are paying represents the
value of serap iron. This is not a sea-
worthy vessel. It is one in which we
intend to house our sailors so that they
will be accustomed to conditions on sea
which at present are not available as
they live in barracks. The living condi-
tions on this vessel would be the same.
This vessel is much better than the
barracks.

Dr. Perera: What is the expenditure?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
There would not be any expenditure
except that of maintenance.

Dr. Perera: How long will you use

this?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
We can use this vessel till it sinks.

Question put, and agreed“to.

2 SEPTEMBER 1948

20267
NEW PREMISES FOR CEYLON
HOUSE IN LONDON

2.50 -p.m.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I move, : :

" That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Seven Hundred Thousand (Rs. 700,000)
be payable by way of advance ouf of the Con-
solidated Fund for the service of the financial
year beginning on 1st October; 1947, and
ending on 30th September, 1948, and that the
said sum may be expended as specified in the

Schedule hereto: —

Schedule.
Head : Part TV.—Loan Fund Expenditure.
Rs.

Supplementary Supply

Item No. 2.—Purchase of new pre-
mises for Ceylon

House in London  700,000.”"

This is for the purchase of premises
for ~ Ceylon House  in London,
Rs. 700,000. The particulars are given
in the Supplementary Estimate. 1 do
not think hon. Members will want any
more particulars.

Mr. Dahanayake: Why do you want
such a large sum of money? '

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The facts are stated in the particulars
supplied. ' :

Mr. Dahanayake: Where are they ?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Read the particulars and you will find
the facts.

Mr. Dahanayake: These facts we are
not allowed to use in the House.

Question proposed.
2.52 rp.m.

Mr. . S. A. Pakeman (Appointed
Member): I want some information on
one point with regard to this Estimate.
When we were dealing with the current
BEstimates for the coming year we pass-
ed an item of Rs, 150,000 for rent and
other expenses connected with Ceylon
House in London. It did not strike me
that this building was going to be pur-
chased. T assumed from that particular
estimate that the building was going to
be rented. If this building is now going
to be purchased the question of rent can
hardly arise. I wonder if the Hon.
Prime Minister will explain this point

B0 RLEL
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.09 P.M.

Dr. Perera: I am afraid we cannot
accede to this request for a sum of
Rs. 700,000. In fact "the real sum
involved is about Rs. 800,000,

Mr. Dahanayake: Rs. 900,000.

Dr. Perera: Mr. Speaker, you will
remember—and I think your memory is
fairly fresh—that some time lagt year
there was a building bought in London
called Addison House. It cost this Gov-
ernment, or this country, Rs. 250,000.
I do not want to advert to the attitude
you yourself adopted on that occasion,
and I think you were a strong opponent
of the luxury expenditure. But what I
would like to know from the Hon.
Prime Minister is this. Why is Addi-
son House being given up, if it is being
given up at all? Are we going to have
another Ceylon House in addition to the
residence of the High Commissioner
who is now being shifted to America?

‘What is to happen to the Ceylon House

that is in Addison Road?

The new premises refers to Grosvenor
House, apparently. This building is in
the most expensive quarter that you can
“think of in London. I think outside the
American Embassy this is the best
building in that place. And hon.
Members know the capacity of the
American Government to spend. That
we should try to emulate the American
Government in this matter seems to me

-thoroughly foolhardy.

The Hon. Prime Minister agreed to
an expenditure of Rs. 260,000. Of that
a good portion was spent on repairs to

Addison House—I think the sum was
- about Rs. 150,000. Now what is going

to happen? Who is going to utilize
Addison House? The Hon. Prime Min-
ister might have given us an explana-
tion and saved us the trouble of discus-
“sion. In fairness to the House I think
an explanation should be made. A
- huge sum of money is asked for by way
of a supplementary estimate. Hon.
Members will find in the Budget this
year that there is money provided for
India House. Why cannot the Govern-
ment wait to include this sum of money
in the Budget? Then we might have
the full question discussed. A lot of
other buildings are available. There is
Ceylon House in Cockspur Street: then

there is Addison House, and now we
are going to have Grosvenor House—
three buildings for Ceylon House or the
Representatives that we are having in
England.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:'
A fourth residence also.

Dr. Perera: They are going to provide
separately for a Students’ Hostel. That
1s quite a different thing. But so far as
the representatives of this House are
concerned

Mr. Keuneman:
England!

A Ceylon base Ii_n:--

Dr. Perera: I cannot understand why
1t is necessary to have this additional -
house in Grosvenor Square. When we _
have got Addison House for the resid-
ence of the High Commissioner why can-
not we utilize that? Surely we are not
going to have Addison House in addition
to Grosvenor House. I cannot under-
stand the purpose——

The Hon. Mr., Jayewardene: I will
expiain.

Dr. Perera: If you explain now I will
not get a chance of speaking at all. You
should have explained this earlier.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Then there would not have been the need
to. speak. '

Dr. Perera: We want an explanation.
We are not speaking for'the pleasure of
doing so. I have seen the details. There
is not a word said about Addison House,
which is the most important item so far
as we are concerned. We are spending
for 87 years apparently in respect of
these premises £50,000 and also an addi-
tional sum of £10,000 for the purpose of
structural alterations and improvements.
That is nearly Rs. 130,000. “Surely
there must be some limit to the madness
of this Government’s way of throwing
away money. I must enter a word of
protest against Advance Warrants being
used for this particular purpose. This
must be considered normal expenditure
and should not be used except in orave
emergencies. For normal expenditure
this Government has utilized Advance
Warrants. At least hon. Members on
this side of the House are going to oppose

this Snpplementary Estimate

.
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Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I want to know
what the unexpired period of the lease ig.

The Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake :
87 years. :

2.59 p..

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I think
I can explain to the hon. Member some-
thing about this, because I wag in Eng-
land when these matters were discussed.
A number of houses were seen by my-
self, Sir Oliver Goonetilleke, the High
Commissioner, and Mr. Weerasinghe.
Originally the Ceylon Government had
only one establishment in London; that
was ‘at Cockspur Street. Cockspur
Street is a very good business quarter.
It is very close to Trafalgar Square.
Unfortunately those particular premises
were totally inadequate for the Ceylon
Government Representative as he existed
before we became a dominion country.
The building consists really of three or
four storeys and on each floor there is no
room for more than one staff officer to
work. Tt is more like the Ceylon Clock
Tower than a business premises. If you
wish to see the Ceylon Government Re-
presentative you have to climb up to the
fourth storey. If you want to see the
Deputy Commissioner you have to come
down to the third storey. If you want
to see the next officer, you have to come
down to the second storey. It is only
the staff officer and possibly his clerks
who were able to work in each storey—

Dr. Perera: Who is responsible for it?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Whoever
is responsible, this was long before our
time. I think the hon. Member for
Ruwanwella (Dr. Perera) was then in
the Executive Committee

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake: Oh
yes; he recommended it.

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: He

should know it better than I.

Dr. Perera: It was recommended by
the Hich Commissioner.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I do not
blame anybody for acquiring the pre-
mises: they are really admirable pre-
mises for business activitie§; “they @re

. N
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close to Trafalgar Square, and practically
all the other offices of the other Domin-
ions. But when we began to expand our
activities and we became a Dominion, it
was represented that Ceylon House was
inadequate. Mr. Corea had made en-
quiries and found that premises were
available mneéxt to Cockspur Street.
That was a fairly extensive area, but
unfortunately our Governtnent was too
late and the South African Government
acquired thoge premises.

So when we went to London the ques-
tion was, first of all, the acquisition of
premises, not for the residence of the -
Ceylon High Commissioner, but for the
purpose of housing the staff-and carrying
on the work of the Ceylon High Com-
misgioner in ILondon. We ' inspected -
three or four buildings. I cannot re-
member the names of those buildings,
but we found them unsuitable. They
were ftoo far away from the business
centre of London. We were also asked
to inspect premises for the purpose of
the Ceylon Students’ Hostel.
we had to find two new buildings: one
for the Ceylon Students’ Hostel, and
the other for the extension of the
activities of the Ceylon Government
Representative.

As you know, the premises in Addison
Road had been acquired as the residence
of the Ceylon Government Representa-
tive. Therefore that was available at
any time the Ceylon Government Re-
presentative was promoted to be Ceylon
High Commissioner; the Ambassador or
Ceylon Representative could live in Ad- °
dison Road. But in addition to that, we
required two new premises: one for the
Ceylon Students’ Hostel, and the other
for the new work that has fallen upon
the Ceylon High Commissioner in Lon-
den. When we investigated a number
of new premises, we found that one of
them, the new premises adjoining Cocks-
pur Street, required for a period of
fourteen years an annual premium of
£25 and an annual rent of £12,000
which would in fourteen years have cost
Rs. 2,300,000 to the Government of
Ceylon. :

We found another place, the Queen’s
Gate premises, which would have cost*
us Rs.-160,000. Another place, Nuffield
House, which had been used by the
Americang during the war we found
quite “umsatistactory. "

Therefore
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[Hon. Mr. Jayewardene. | \

Fortunately, Sir Oliver Goonetilleke
having friends in London, the Grosvenor
Square premises were made available to
us. We inspected it. Undoubtedly
they are in a very fine and posh quarter
in London. We found those premises
suitable for various reasons. Firstly,
the High Commissioner could live in the
premises themselves. One or two floors
could be used for the businesg activities
of the Ceylon High Commissioner. The
rent that was asked—it is mentioned
here—was fairly reasonable, considering
the area in which the premises were
situated.- Therefore we achieved two of
our objects by the purchase of Grosvenor
House. Firstly, we found quarters for
the Ceylon High Commissioner, and

4 secondly, we found a building for the ex-

tension of the activities of the Ceylon
High Commissioner. We were unable
to find a single place close to Cockspur
Street. The only place that was avail-
able had been snapped up by the South
African High Commissioner, and we
made every effort through the Common-
wealth Relations Office to get it back for
- us, but they were not prepareqd to give it.

When we found that Grosvenor House
was able to combine two purposes—a re-
sidence for the High Commissioner as
well as an office for the business activities
. of the Ceylon High Commissioner, what

were we going to do with the Addison
- Road house? Is it suitable for the
Ceylon Students? .T am not aware whe-
ther it is suitable. If they say it is not
- suitable, we can utilize it as a residence
- for the various officials who go from Cey-
lon. I know the difficulties that people
who go from Ceylon have in finding a
place to live. 1 myself could not get a
~ place to live when I went to England on
_ Government business, and had not Mr.
. Corea come to my assistance, I would
| have been in a bad predicament. [
- know the Minister of Transport was stay-
ing at the Savoy Hotel, and when he was
suddenly asked to leave

Mer. D&hanayake: Why was he asked
to leave?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: For-
tunately there was the distinguished
guests’ residence in London available at
the time the Minister of Commerce and
Trade went to England, and he lived
there. The Deputy High Commiissioner.

- officials

Mr. Weerasinghe, who went to England
in January or February, had no place to
live in for five months. They were shar-
ing quarters with some others. I know
that young man, Mr. Walter Jayewar-
dene, had no place to live in London.
In fact, he had no money to go to
Geneva. He bought a suit in London
which he had to sell later to pay for his
lodgings.

Hon. gentlemen here do not under-
stand the difficulties of finding accom-
modation in London. So we have made
arrangements for the Ceylon House to
continue at Cockspur Street, because
that is a fine business quarter, and when
we have the Trade Representative he
could carry on hig work from there. At
Grosvenor Square House, we shall have

‘the residence of the Ceylon High Com-
«missioner as well as an office for the

activities of the Ceylon Houge. The
students are still looking out for a hostel
to suit their purposes. Money has been
provided in the Budget, and when they
agree on a place, that could be arranged.
The Addison Road premises can be used
for the purpose of housing the various
who will be connected with
Ceylon House in London.

The reason for the Hon. Minister of
Transport leaving the Savoy Hotel was
that he had to vacate the rcom for
another guest. -

Dr. Perera: Or, was it for violation
of the hotel rules!

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
charge was made that we are using a
Special Warrant for this purpose. The
reason was that we had to complete the
transaction before June 15, and this
House had already passed a sum of
Rs. 1,000,000 under Loan Fund expen-
diture as the maximum- amount that
will be chargeable from public funds
for the purpose of buying Ceylon House.
Hon. Members will remember that we
passed a sum of Rs. 1,000,000, but only

“voted a sum of Rs. 100,000 to be spent

in the current year. We thought that the
advance warrant method would be the
best procedure to adopt as we had to
finish the transaction before 15th June,
and we have now come here with a
supplementary estimate to cover that
amouunt. I do not see why hon. Mem-
bers should object to our providing
auarters to our Representative. %
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Mr. Dahanayake:

{ AALL Why cannot he
live in a flat?

‘The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: This is a
flat. The hon. Member does not know
what a flat is in London.

Mr. Dahanayake: This is a palace!

The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: It is not
a palace. 1 have been there, and I
know it is not a palace like the palaces
that are in London. When one consi-
ders the expenditure incurred by other
- Governments in providing quarters for
their Representatives, one sees that our
expenditure on this account is not at all
excessive. For instance, the High
Commissioner for India lives in a house
employing 2,000 people

Dr. Perera: You are talking of India
House.. That is different.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Their

expenditure comes to about
Rs. 2,000,000 a year. The point to de-

cide is, are we to have a High Com- °
If we are

missioner in London or not?.
to have a High Commissioner, then I
say this expenditure is not too much,
and according to the -ecircumstances
which are mentioned, I do not think
we could have done better than this.

' 3.12 .M.

Mr. Dahanayake: Will the Hon.
Minister explain why it is intended to
ask for about £10,000 for structural
alterations- and decorations

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene rose.

Mr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Minister
must allow me to complete my re-
marks. I have a recollection that when
the other house where the Trade Re-
presentative lives was purchased, the
same quesfion arose. A large sum ‘of
money was voted for decorations. These
are items on which there can be a
saving, If the house is so good as the
Hon. Minister has told us, why 13 1t
necessary to carry out structural alter-
ations af such an enormous price?
Again, cannot the Minister scrap this
decorations item, because the people
who will be working, or rather not
“working there, who will have:mo work
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to do within the four walls of that build-
ing, would be decorations in themselves,
because I feel that Ceylon’s brightest
wall-flower is the newly-elected High
Commissioner  in Londor ir  Oliver
Goonetilleke. So there need not be any
further decorations. At least Rs. 50,000
to Rs. 60,000 can be saved on that
account.

The Hon. Mp. Jayewardené: Am T to
explain that?

Mpr. Speaker: No, it is out of Order.

Question put, the Chairman declaring
that the ° Noes *” had it. =

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Divide!

Mr. Dahanayake: I submit that the
vote of the Hon. Minister without
Portfolio cannot be counted, because he
is not in his seat.

Mpr. Speaker: I am not counting it.

The House divided (under ‘Standing
Order 48): Ayes, 44; Noes, 30.

Mr. Speaker: Actually there were
A5 ** Ayes ’’, but T am not counting the
vote of the Hon. Minister without |
Portfolio.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES OF
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

3.14 p.M.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

I move:

““ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees One Million Five Hundred and Bixty
Thousand < Four Hundred and Twenly-two
(Rs. 1,560,422) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund for the service of the financial
year beginning on 1st October, 1947, and
ending on 30th September, 1948, and that the
said sum may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.

Head 53, .Policc.
Rs.

No. 1.—Salaries and ex-
penses of the Police
Department, &e. ...

Vote
1,560,499,

This is much less than the amount
provided for in the Hstimates. There
would be a certain amount of money
required; owing to the * cut ’ imposed.
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Dr. Perera: Will the Hon. Minister
of Finance explain this? At least there
should be an assurance that this proce-
dure of having these over-all ‘* cuts ”’
will be given up.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike:
included in the Budget which
passed.

It 1is

was

Dr. Perera: That is all right, but we
want an explanation from the Hon.

' Minister of Finance.

a.15 p.M.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: T

- remember during the Budget Debate the
~ only hon. Member who raised this ques-

tion was, not the hon. Member for
Ruwanwella (Dr. Perera), but the hon.
Member for Vaddukoeddai (Mr. Kanaga-
ratnam). You acquiesced in the cut and
passed the Budget. The Hon. Minister
of Industries explained the reason for
It is really due to the fact
that it is difficult to estimate exactly the
expenditure of Government because a

- large portion of the Personal Emolu-

ments Vote depends on the cost of living
which keeps on going up and down. I
should say, therefore, that about 90 per

- cent. of the Supplementary Estimates

that have been brought today is due to
the rise in the cost of living [Interrup-
tion.] The hon. Member for Ruwan-
wella (Dr. Perera) does not listen to
what I say, and he suddenly interrupts
me. What T said was that these Sup-
plementary Estimates are due to the
cost of living index which rises under
the Persorial Emoluments Bill in excess
of what we have already passed in the
Budget. It is, therefore, not possible

to estimate during the year actually to

what heights the cost of living will rise,
but hon. Members can see in the Esti-
mates that are printed the actual ex-
penditure that a Ministry proposes to
meur,. the percentage of the cut, the

~amount that is reduced and the reduced

- amount.
*~ hidden from hon. Members or from the
~ House or from the public.

Therefore, there is

nothing

The House
knows exactly what the position was

- - when the Ministers asked for Votes, and

the cut was imposed with the sanction

“of the Ministers, the sanction of the

Cabinet and ultimately with the sanction
of the House when the Budget was
passed in this House. It is- only when
we find that the cost of living is high

and we cannot manage to meet it within
the amount that is passed that we come
to this House for a supplementary vote.

3.16 p.M.

Mr. Dahanayake: May I point oub
that the Hon. Minister’s explanation 1is
not correct in all details. He will know
that nearly half of this money is needed
to cover up a wrong estimate under the
Sub-head, ¢ Personal Emoluments. ™’
As a matter of fact, the correct figures
are as follows. The additional sum re-
quired under the Sub-head, °° Personal
Emoluments, >’ is Rs. 953,000 and un-
der the Sub-head, °‘ Cost of Living
Allowance, *’ Rs. 1,200,000.

Now if the overall cut operated on
items of Personal Emoluments, which
is more or less a fixed quantity which
can be calculated accurately, and if the
Government is compelled thereafter to
come to this House to make up that
amount, then the Hon. Minister ought
to realize that that procedure is defective
and should be given up. That is the
point we are stressing, that at some stage
the Government must face this question
of the overall cut. What are the prin-
ciples upon which it operates, for what
Heads and Sub-heads will it not operate?
If these things go on as they have gone
on in the past a large number of sup-
plementary estimates as deficits under
““ Personal Emoluments ~° will keep on
cropping up again and again under every:
Department. Is it not a wastage of time
and energy, and is it not better to give
up this overall cut altogether?

Furthermore, we protest against this
procedure because a very false picture
of the financial position of the country
is presented to the House and to the
country.

Question put, and agreed to.

LOCAL GOVYERNMENT
BY-LAWS, &c.
3.18 p.Mm.

Resolved :

That the By-law relating to dangerous trees
made by the Wattala-Mabole-Peliyagoda Urban
Council under Sections 166 and 170 of the Urban
Councils Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approved
by the Minister of Health and Liocal Govern--
ment and published in Government Gazetle
No. 9,886 of July 16, 1948, which was presented

on August 25, 1948, be not disallowed.—
[Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike.]
Resolved :

That the By-law relating to licences made by
the Wattala-Mabole-Peliyagoda Urban Couneil
dader’ Sections 166 and 170 of 'the. Urban -
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- Councils Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approved
by the Minister of Health and Liocal Government
and published in Government Gazette No. 0.886
of July 16, 1948, which was presented on
August 25, 1948, be not disallowed.—[ Hon.
Mr. Bandaranaike.]

Resolved :

That the By-laws relating 1o the tax on
Vehicles and Animals made by the Town
Council, Hikkaduwa-Dodanduwa, approved by
the Minister of Health and Local Government
and published in Government Gazette No. 9,883
of July 2, 1948, which were presented on
August 25, 1948, be not disallowed.—[ Hon.
Mr. Bandaranaike.] :

Resolved : :

. That the By-laws relating to scavenging made
by the Talawakelle-Lindula Urban Council un-
der Sections 166 and 170 of the Urban Couneils
Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approved by the
Minister of Health and Local Government and
published in Government Gazette No. 9.880 of
June 18, 1948, which were presented on Auguss
25, 1948, be not disallowed. [Hon. Mr.
Bandarenailke. ] \

Resolved :

That the Rule relating to the quorum for the
meetings of the Kadugannawa Urban Couneil,
made by the Minister of Health and Tiocal
Government under Section 205 of the Urban
Cowacils Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, published
in Government Gazette No. 9,880 of June 18,
1948, and which was presented on August 25,
1948, be approved. [Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike.]

Resolved :

That the By-laws relating to the conservancy
fees made by the Horana Urban Council under.
Sections 166 and 170 (9) of the Urbam Councils
Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approved by the
Minister of Health and Tocal Government and
published in Gowvernment Gazette No. 9,883 of
July 2, 1948, which were presented on August
25, - 1948, be mnot disallowed. [Hon. Mr.
Bandaranaike. ]

Resolved :

That the By-law relating to loitering made
by the Wattala-Mabole-Peliyagoda Urban Coun-
cil under Sections 166 and 170 of the Urban
Councils Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approved
by the Minister of Health and ILocal Govern-
ment and published in Government Gazette
No. 9,886 of July 16, 1948, which was presented
on August 25, 1948, be not disallowed. [Hon.
Mr. Bandaranaike.]

Resolved :

That the By-laws relating to the registration
of Mortgages made by the Wattala-Mabole-
Peliyagoda Urban Council under  Sections 166
and 170 (5) of the Urban Councils Ordinance,
No. 61 of 1939, approved by the Minister of
Health and Iiocal Government and published
in Gowernment Gazette No. 9,883 of July 2,
1948, which were presented on August 25, 1948,
ba not disallowed. [Hon. Mr. Bandaranmke.l

3 ——J.N. 13840 (9/48)
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Resolved :

That the By-laws relating to the care of Pub-
lic or Waste lands, made by the Talawakelle-
Lindula Urban Council under Sections 166 and
170 of the Urban Councils Ordinance, No. 61
of 1939, approved by the Minister of Health
and Local Government and published in Govern-
ment Gazette No, 9,880 0f June 18, 1948, which
were presented on August 25, 1948, be not
disallowed. [Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike.]

Resolved :

That the By-law relating to the water rate
made by the Matale Urban Cowncil under Sec-
tions 143 (b) and 166 of the Urban Councils
Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approved by the
Minister of Health and Local Gevernment,
published in Government Gazette No. 9,886 of
July 16, 1948, which was presented on August
25, 1948, be mnot disallowed. [Hon. Mr.
Bandaranaike.]

Resolved :
That the By-law relating to the market made

« by the Wattala-Mabole-Peliyagoda Urban Coun-

cil under Sections 166 and 170 of the Urban
Councils Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, approved by
the Minister of Health and ILiocal Government
and published in Government Gazette No. 9,886
of July 16, 1948, which was presented on August
95, 1948, be not disallowed. [Hon. Mr.
Bandaranaike. |

Resolved :

That the By-law relating to the conservancy
rate made by the Wattegama Urban Council
under Sections 143 (b) and 166 of the Urban
Councils Ordinance, No, 61 of 1939, approved
by the Minister of Health and ITocal Govera-
ment and published in Government Gazette
No. 9,883 of July 2, 1948, which was presented
on August 25, 1948, be not disallowed. [Hon.
Mr. Bandaranaike.]. . i

-

~ Resolved :

That the By-laws relating to the Tax on
Vehicles and Animals made by the Town Coun-
cil, Madampe, approved by the Minister of
Health and Local @Government and published
in Government Gazette No. 9,890 of July 30,
1948, which were presented on August 25, 1948,
ba not disallowed. [Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike.]

Resolved :

That the By-law relating to the licensing of
hawkers made by the Municipal Council of
Kandy under Sections 267 and 272 of the
Municipal Councils Ordinance, No. 29 of 1947,
and approved by the Minister of Health and

Local Government which was presented on
August 25, 1948, be confirmed. [Hon. Mr.
Bandaranaike. ]

Resolved :

That the By-law relating to Dangerous and
Offensive Trades made by the Municipal Council
of Colombo under Sections 148 and 267 of the
Municipal Councils Ordinance, No. 29 of 1947,
and approved by the Minister of  Health and
Local Government which wds presented on
August 25, 1948, be confirmed. [Hon. Mr.
Bandaranaike.]
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Resolved :

That the By-laws relating to6 meetings and
licences made by the Town Council, Mullaittivu,
approved by the Minister of Health and Local
Government. and published in Government
Gazette No. 9,885 of July 9, 1948, which were
presented on August 25, 1948, be not disallowed.
[Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike.)

Resolved :

That the By-laws relating to Licences, made
by the Town Council, Sammanturai, approved
by the Minister of Health and Local Govern-
ment and published in Government Gazette
No. 9,886 of July 16, 1948, which were presented
on August 25, 1948, be not allowed. [Hon.
Afr. Bandaranaike.]

Resolved :

“That the By-laws relating to meetings, made
by the Town Council, Madampe, approved by
the Minister of Health and Local Government
and published in Government Gazette No. 9,885
of July 9, 1948, which were presented on August
25, <1948, be not disallowed. [Hon. Mr.
Bandaranaike.)

" Resolved:

That the By-laws relating to licences made
. by the Haputale Urban Council under Sections
166 and” 170 of the Urban Councils Ordinance,
No. 61 of 1939, approved by the Executive Com-
mittee of Tiocal Administration and confirmed
by the Governor and published in Government
Gyazctte No. 9,729 of July 4, 1947, which were
presented on August 25, 1948, be not disallowed.
[[Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike.)

" Resolved :

That the By-laws relating to markets made
by the Town Council, Vavuniya, approved by
the Minister of Health and Local Government
and published in Government Gazelte No. 9,885
of July 9, 1948, which were presented on
August 25, 1948, be not disallowed. [Hon. Mr.
Bandaranaike.]

WATER SUPPLY SCHEMES
3.94 p.y.

. The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: 1 move,

““* That in terms of section 6 of the Public
Works TLoan (1937) Ordinance (Chapter 285)
it is hereby resolved that this House usunthorizes
the expenditure, out of the moneys raised under
the authority of that Ordinance, of a sum mnot
exceeding Rs. 83,437.50 from the sum of
Rs. 7,500,000 specified in the second column of
the schedule to that Ordinance and appropriated
thereby for ‘‘ Water Supply Schemes ', a
purpose mentioned as item 45 in the first coiumn
of that schedule.” j

. This provision is for a water supply,

gcheme.

Question proposed.

Dr. Perera: For what ares?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

It is for different areas.

Dr. Perera: Yes, Sir, but may we
know for what particular town or towns

this sum of money of one lakh is
wanted?

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: It is
not one lakh. It is only some

Rs. 33.000. Tt is for one of these small
towns in the Kandy district.

Dr. Perera: Cannot the Hon. Minis-
ter tell us for which particular town it is
wanted?

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: These
are two small water schemes that have
been hanging fire like the Padiyapelella
scheme that was passed the other day.
I have not got it here, but I can get the
particulars for my hon. friend if he -0
wishes.

Mr. C. Vanniasingham (Kopai): -
There are two items, Sir, items 25 and
26. -

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Yes, it
1s for the Central Province.

Mr. Speaker: Does the Hon. Minister
want to hold them over?

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Not
necessary, Sir. I will get those parti-
culars and supply them to my hon.
friend. I am sorry I have not got them
here at the moment.

Question put, and agreed to.
3.26 p.M.
The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: I move,

““ That in terms of section 6 of the Public
Works  Loan (1937) Ordinance (Chapter 285),
it is hereby resolved that this House authorises
the expenditure, out of the moneys raised under
the authority of that Ordinance, of a sum not
exceeding Rs. 147,500 from the sum ° of
Rs. 7,500,000 specified in tHe second column of
the Schedule to that Ordinance and appropriated
thereby for. ‘* Water Supply Schemes', &
purpose mentioned as item 45 in the first cel
of that Schedule.' ; t.cclumn

It is similar to the previous Motion,
=
Sir, Sl

Question put, and agreed to.
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MEDICAL AND SANITARY SER-
VICES: COST OF LIVING
- ALLOWANCES, &ec.

3.27 p.m.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: 1 move,

" That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rs. 3,506,500 be payable out of the Consolidated
Fund for the service of the ﬁnanclztl_ year
beginning on 1st October, 1947, and c¢nding on
30th September, 1948, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the Schedule
hereto: —

Schedule.

Head 88, Medical and Sanitary Ser\rkﬁs.

Joi s 3.

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and HEx-

. penses of the De-
- partment of Medi-
cal and Sanitary
Services including
cost of indoor and
outdoor tredtment
of patients in Gov-
ernment; Medical
Institutions; Train-
ing and Research;
Health Propaganda
and Incidental Ser-
vices and special
expenses connected
with purchase and
distribution of
opium;  removing
and relieving des-
titute sick persons;
Conservation of
cemeteries; Pur-
chase of Ambul-
ances and Vans
and experiments
with Industrial
waste and models
and other special
services 3,506,500."

This money is really intended to meet
the cost of living allowance, and another
small sum of Rs. 6,000 to meet the ex-
penses of the Ceylon Representative who
went to the World Health Oreanization.

3.28 p.m.

Dr. Perera: May I know when it was
decided to send this officer to the Con-
ference arranged by the World Health
Organization? It commenced on the
24th of June, 1948. I am asking that
question because I am not satisfied that
the Civil Contingencies Fund should be
utilised for this purpose. I notice that
the Hon. Minister of Finance has per-
mitted the use of the Civil Contingencies
Fund for a number of matters, like
sending officers abroad or for the pay-
ment of certain officers recruited from
abroad. I thought that when this Fund
was passed that it was going fo be usad
for special cases that arose oceasionally;
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but here, apparently, even when ex-
penditure can be visualised in advance,
they are finding it a convenient means
of expending the money and then
coming to the House with a faif
accompli, with the result that this
House has no alternative but to pass
whatever sum of money is involved. T
am getting a bit worried because I find
that this Fund is not being put to the
original use to -which we intended it to

be put. That is what I am worried
about.

3.29 p.M.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

My hon. friend would realize that it is
only when money has become short in
the course of the year for the purpose
for which it was passed that recourse is
had to this Contingencies Fund. XEven

- for the purpose mentioned here there

was a Vote given to me, but that Vote
was not sufficient. So in the meantime
we had to utilize money out of the Con-
tingencies Fund which is meant to be
utilized during a time of emergency.
But this is

Dr. Perera: not an

emergency.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The position is this. There was rhoney
in my Vote which was voted by the
Council for missions abroad. Now we
have exceeded that Vote. Furthermora,
this Officer was sent at very short notice

Dr. Perera: That is what T want to
know.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The reason was that we were invited
just a few weeks earlier before the
meeting in Geneva. We found that the
Vote provided by this House was not
suffieient to cover all the expenses.
When a Vote has been approved by this
House, and when the money is found
to be insufficient for the purpose  for
which that money had been voted, the
Contingencies Fund is made use of and
we come here with a supplementary

~estimate to get the approval of the

House for the extra money spent.
3.30 p.n..

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: That is
quite correct. As for the urgency of this
matter; we only received information a
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[Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike. |

few weeks earlier and we sent the
Director of Medical and Sanitary
Services. 1 think the House will agree
that, not only have very excellent
results been achieved, but also that we
have been appointed to the Executive
Committee of the World Health Organi-
zation. The Hon. Prime Minister has
explained why this extra sum of money
becomes necessary.

Question put, and agreed to.
SALARIES AND EXPENSES OF

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL
AND SANITARY SERYICES

3.0l P.M.
The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: I
move,

*“ That a supplementary sum mnot exceeding
Rupees One * million five-hundred and three-
thousand nine-hindred and twenty-two
(Rs. 1,503,922) be payable out of the Consoli-
dated Fund for the service of the financial
year beginning on lst October, 1947, and ending
on 30th September, 1948, and that the said
sum may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.

Head 88, Director of Medical and Banitary
Services.
Rs.

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Ex-
penses of the De-
partment of Medical .
and Sanitary Ser-
vices including cost
of indoor and out-
door ftreatment of
patients in Govern-
ment Medical In-

- stitutiong; Training
and Research;
Health Propaganda
and Incidental Ser-
vices and Special
expenses connected
with purchase and
distribution of
opium;  Removing
and relieving des-
titute sick persons;
conservation of
cemeteries; Pur- .
chase of “Ambul-
ances and Vans and
experiments  with
Industrial waste
and models .and
other special ser- :
vices .. 1,603,992

Dr. Perera: Can you say that this
money is also required for an emergency?
Here, again, the money is to he naid
out of the Contingencies Fund. ;

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: Yes.

Dr. Perera: Why had Dr. C. O.
Perera to go for that Congress Meeting?

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike:
Dr. C. O. Perera was not to go. One of
our Medical Officers in England was to
attend the International Congress in
Mental Health. But then, when we got
information that there was no person
sufficiently qualified to deal with this

_ particular Congress, we had, at the last

moment, to send Dr. C. O. Perera from

here. The original intention was that
sommebody there in England should

represent us.

Question put, and agreed to.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES OF
DEPARTMENT OF COMMIS-
SIONER OF LABOUR

3.83 P.M.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: I move,

" That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Ten (Rs. 10) (Token Vote) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund for the scrvice
of the financial year beginning on 1st October,
1947, and ending on 30th Sepfember, 1948, and
that the sald sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.
Head 110, Commissioner of Labour.
R,
Vote No. 1.—Salaries and Expenses
of the Department of

the Commissoner of
Labour 10

(Token Vote)."
On representations made to us that
advantage should be taken of the course
for women to study problems of social
welfare in Sweden, the Government
decided to send two women delegates
from Ceylon. The course of study is
designed to meet the needs of Bastern
women, and we thought we should take
the advantage of sending representatives
from here because the experience gained
by them will be of great value to the
Government in dealing with social
matters in the future.

Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena: May I
know whether the Swedish Government
offered to take a delegate from here on
their own and  frain her? If so, were
they not prepared to meet the costs?

AThe Hon, Mr. Jayah: The Govern-
ment is meeting part of the cost of
traveliing to and from Sweden of the
two delegates.
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Dr. Perera: I am not objecting to Gazette Hxtraordinary No. 9,778 of September

this Vote. I certainly like more of our
women to go on holiday jaunts, but, on
what basis did you select the two
individuals? Was the appointment of
these two married ladies specified to one
organization?

‘Mr. Dahanayake: Were they two
U.N.P. ladies?

Dr. Perera: Would their going to
Sweden be purely a holiday jaunt, or
would they actually come back and do
something useful here? With the ex-
perience and knowledge that they would
get, what guarantee is there that these
people are going to devote a certain
amount of their time for the purpose of
ufilizing the experience that they would
| Minister looked

gain. Has the Hon. _
into this aspect of the question? Is it

only the Eksath Kantha Peramuna that
has been excluded in making these
selectiong?

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: We have been
very careful to select women of special
experience 1n this country—those who
have done social service work. They
are women who belong to voluntary
organizations and who have been doing
a good deal of social work. They have
been long connected with this kind of
work. As a matter of fact, one of them
was Ceylon's representative in Delhi
last year.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: They
went with me.

Dr. Perera: That is not a qualification.

The Hon. Mr. Jayah: We have seen
to it that they will study questions
relating to social welfare and that when
they return they will present a report on
certain defined specific matters.

Question put, and agreed to.

EXPORT DUTY ON DESCICCATED
COCONUT

3.36 p.M.
The Hon., Mr. Jayewardene: I move,

‘“ That this House resolves, under section 9

Ordinance (Chapter 185) as
Proclamation 0 published) oin

Customs
the

of the
modified by

24, 1947, that—

(1) with effect from the date on which this
resolution is notified in the Gazetie,
export duty on desiccated coconut
shall be levied and paid at the rate
of twenty rupces for every unit of
one hundred pounds of desiccated
coconut or any outstanding part of
such unit, in lieu of the export duty
leviable and payable on desiccated
coconut at the date of this resolution;
and '

: : |

(2) nothing contained in this resolution shall
affect any export duty leviable and
payable on desiccated coeonut under
any written law other than the
Customs Ordinance."

This is a Motion to reduce the export
duty leviable on desiccated Coconut.
On the Ist of December, 1947, the
budgetary proposals were to inerease the
export duty on desiccated coconut from
20 cents a pound to 30 cents a pound.
During the months of January to June
this year, the increased export duty was
operative and we made a sum of about
Rs. 4,000,000. Then, we found that
there was severe competition from the
Philippine Islands, and Ceylon desiccat-
ed coconut found -it difficult to find a
market on a high rate of export duty,
and the Minister of Commerce and Trade
and the Cabinet decided that the duty
should be reduced from 30 cents a
pound to 20 cents a pound. The new
rate was levied in June 1948 under
the Revenue Production Ordinance and
this House is now asked to sanction
that decision. We shall be losing
Rs. 2,600,000 by way of revenue, but
one can say that it is not really a loss
because if the duty was not reduced the
desiccated coconut would not have left -
the island.

Dr. Perera: Question!

3.39 p.M.

Mr. T. B. Subasinghe (Bingiriya): I
wish to raise a point. Here is san
instance where, every time a question
like this crops up, the Government takes
sides with the bhig capitalists. The
desiccated millers were some of the
people who made the highest profits
during the war and even after the war.
Tremendous profits were made by them.
I am given to understand that some
millers used to make a profit of Rs. 150
on, 1,000, coconuts.
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[Mr. Subasinghe.]

Now, by reducing the export duty, the
Hon. Minister is not making any
~ attempt to pass on any benefits that
might be gained to the producers and
thereby to the people actually engaged
in the industry. This benefit will go to
the millers again. We strongly oppose
this sort of action.

8.40 ».Mm.

The Hon. Mr. C. Suntharalingam
(Minister of Commerce and Trade): I
- think hon. Members on the other side
of the House have completely mis-
_ understood the facts of the case. This
money does not go to the private millers
at all. Aectually, the guota which had
been given to them had been more or
less exhausted by the time the Jdutv
was reduced. In fact, this duty will
benefit only the Co-operative Societies
and new millers. There is not a ceut
which is passing to the old millers. 1t
is for this reason we had to deal with
the situation as it arose.

Actually, when the Minister of
Finance came forward with his pro-
posals last year, he wanted to levy
~a duty of only 20 cents per pound
on desiccated coconut, and it was
at my suggestion that the rate was
~ increased to 30 cents per pound, because
at that time we had no competition
from the Philippine Islands. We were
making mints of money. We got just
what we wanted and we thought that a
share of the profits must go to revenue.
Accordingly, the rate “was raised from
20 cents to 30 cents a pound. It was
subsequently that the Philippine Islands
came into production and their desiceat-
¥d coconut millers started functioning.
They had an advantage over us in two
respects: First, in regard to the
American market. . They . were very
- close to America and so they had better

- shipping facilities. Secondly, the
American Government had a duty of
33 cents per pound of desiccated

coconut against us. Three and a half
cents a pound of their money amounts
to nearly 10 cents of our money. So,
in order to make an allowance, we said
we should reduce the duty. The persons
- who are benefiting are not the millers,
I repeat.

3.43 p.u.

 Dr. Perera: I am surprised at the
statement made by the Hon. Minister

of Commerce and Trade. He knows that
the facts are entirely different from what
has been stated. He came before this
House and wanted the duty on desic-
cated coconut increased to 30 cents a
pound. At that stage what was the
price prevailing.

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: It
was Re. 1.04 f.o.b.

Dr. Perera: Now the Hon. Minister:
makes a case and says that because of
competition with the Philippine Islands
1t is necessary to reduce the duty.
What is the price at the moment?

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: Tt
is 84 cents.

Dr. Perera: When the Hon. Minister

made this “proposal the price was
70 cents. .
~ The Hon. M. Suntharalingam: Not
at alll

Dr. Perera: 1 have seen those"
figures. The Hon. Minister cannot
deny that. When he brought forward

the suggestion to reduce the duty, the
f.0.b. price was 70 cents.

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: It
is not true. It was 70 plus 80 plus 4.

Dr. Perera: No. T must ask the Hon.
Minister to verify his figures, because
the figures I have obtained are from
authoritative sources. When the Hon.
Minister put this proposal up the f.o.b.
price was 70 cents.

The Hon.

Excuse me, no.

Mr. Suntharalingam:

Dr. Perera: What is the price now ?

The Hon. Mry.
is 84 cents. f.o0.b.

Dr. Perera:
70 cents f.o0.b.

Suntharalingam: Tt

The previous price was

- The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: It
was Re. 1.04.
Dr. Perera: Before that® it was

70 cents.

_ The Hon. Sir John Kotelawala (Min-
ister of Transport and Works): Is cross
talk allewable? ¢
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Dr. Perera: The Hon. Minister has not
proved to this House that this increase
or decrease of 10 cents is going to make
a fundamental difference to Ceylon.
- What is the difference in price actually
between the price that the Ceylon pro-
ducers get and the price that the
Phillippine Islands producers get? The
difference of 10 cents is not going to
make ‘a huge difference. In point of
fact, this competition that exists, if it
does exist, will continue to exist partly
because of other facilities that are
obtaining. The Hon. Minister knows
that, notwithstanding this, because the
quality of the desiccated coconut that
we produce is much better than the
Philippine Island coconuts, therefore we
have a definite market for the Ceylon
desiccated coconut. I see vigorous
shakes of the head in front of me, but
these are facts which the Mmls’oer must
admit. '

I am strongly opposed to this pro-
posal, because the reduction of duty,
as pointed out by my hon. Friend here,
is going to benefit only the Inlﬂel‘:
This reduction in duty has been operat-
ing from June last. As the Ministers
know, these very millers put every
possible obstacle in the way of the co-
operative societies getting a market
outside for the extla quota they were
given.

The millers today—[Interruption.]—
yes, their quota has been exhausted,
but what about the coming year? They
will get the same quota, and “the reduced
rate of duty will operate for the coming
year. I saw in the papers the Gaaetta
notification which said

The Hon.
Trade has

Minister of
already

Mr, Speaker:
Commerce and
replied.

Dr. Perera: Replied?

Mpr. Speaker: I thought you were

Dr. Perera: The Minister of Com-
merce and Trade was asked a question,
and he replied. I cannot accept the
position that

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: He
did not speak. :
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Dr. Perera: I hope the House will
give him the necessary indulgence to
speak again, as the Minister of Finance
did not explain the position.

We are not convinced that this reduc-
tion in duty is going to benefig. the
producer. It is going to help the
millers. ' : :

Mr. Speaker: After the Minister: of
Finance introduced this Motion, the
hon. Member for Bingiriya spoke and

the Minister of Commerce and Trade
replied. 1 canmot allow him to speak
again.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
If you do not mind, I shall repiy.

Dr. Pel’era The Minister of Fmsmee
can reply.

My position is this. The mlllercs are
buying, and have been buying, coconuts
at very much lower prices than the co-
operative societies are paying—/{Inter-
ruption.]—The .Minister of Commerce
and Trade is not in touch . with the

market outside. He knows nothing
about it. The Minister knows that the -

co-operative societies are prepared ta -
buy at Rs. 125, whereas the millers have
been forcing the price down to Rs. 90—

The Hon. Mr. Sunth‘araling*am: The
co-operative societies got their quota
later.

Dr. Perera: This particular reduction
in duty is going to benefit the millers
and the millers only.

The Hon. Mr. A. Ratnayake (Minister
of Food and Co-operative Undertakings) :
No, only the co-operative societieg

Dr. Perera: 1 have scen the Gazette

notification - which appeared in the
papers, containing the new set of
duties. I thought the Minister was

not gomt:r to move this Resolution in
view of that new set of duties

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is
on other coconut products.
Dr. Perera: Desiccated coconut?

The Hon., Mr, Jayewardene' Under
the  contract.
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- Dr. Perera: These duties regularize
the position up to date

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Desic-
cated coconut is not under contract.

.Dr. Perera: T am objecting to this
proposal. This is a santhosum given
to the millers.

3.49 p.w,

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
My hon. Friend should get a clearer idea
of the reasons why this proposal is
being made.
~ He referred to the millers and the co-
operative societies, A quota of 10,000
tons desiceated coconut was allowed to
Ceylon exporters. This quota was
given to fhe millers, and after that a
quota of 5,000 tons was given to co-
operative societies. The millers already
had had their share. They exported
desiccated coconut to the extent of the
quota allowed to them, paying the
higher duty. This reduction in duty
goes to the benefit of the co-operative
societies, who alone will get the benefit
of this reduction in the current year——
[ Interruption They have not ex-
ported ftheir quota yet. There is another
5,000 tons

A Member: 2 000 tons.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Another 2,000 tons to be handed over
to the co-operative societies. After the
quota of 5,000 tons was given, a scheme
was worked out under which the co-
operative sociefies were to pay for
nuts Rs. 125. They were able to
make that payment in veiw of this re-
duction in duty. ~If the old rate of duty
remained, they could not have paid
Rs. 125 for nuts

' Dr. Perera: They could

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
What is the good of my hon. Friend
saying that? I know all the facts.

Dr. Perera: T have the figures.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
I have other figures. His figureg are
all wrong. ' e

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: Quite
wrong.

Question put, and agreed ta.
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MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
(LOSS OF TREASURY
CASH IN TRANSIT)

3.52 p.m.
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,

" That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Ten (Token Vote) (Rs. 10) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund for the service
of the financial year beginning on 1st Cctober,
1947, and ending on 30th September, 1948, and
that the said sum be expended as specified in
the Schedule hereto:— -

Schedule.

Head 36—Miscellaneoﬁs Services.

Vote No. 3.—Miscellaneous Services Rs. 10
(Token Vote).

On the night of March 25, 1947, a
sum of Rs. 800,000 was sent by train
to the Government Agent, North-
Central Province. Between Ambepusse
and Alawwe, one of the chests disap-
peared from the Railway. Attempts
were made fto stop the train, but un-
fortunately the emergency communica-
tion cord was nof working, and it was
not possible to stop the train. At the
next station, another train was
requisitioned, and part of the money
was recovered, except for a bundle
containing Rs. 5,000, which was last.

This vote is to reimburse that loss of
Rs. 5,000. Rs. 4,900 is available from
savings, and the House is now asked to
pass a token vote of Rs. 10.

3.53 P.M.

Mr. Dahanayake: I wish to say a few
words in protest against this Motion of
the Minister of Finance. When money
is sent in this way certain Financial
Regulations have to be adhered to.
One of them, F. R. 743, specifies the
number of people who should ‘go in
charge of the money

The Hon. Mr, D. S. Senanaya.ke.:_

They were sent.

Mr. Dahanayake: In this particular
instance, F. R. 743 was violated, and

therefore thé loss incurred should be sur-

charged against the officers who agreed.
or ordered, that F. R. 743 should not be
adhered to. There is no sense in the
Government first violating the F. RR.

and then putting up a proposal that the
taxpayer should meet the loss incurred

2z a result of that violation.
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The Prime Minister owes this House
an explanation as to why, when F. RR.
are violated, no surcharge is made against
the delinquent officers.

The Hon. Mr., D. "S. Senanayake:
What is the F. R. the hon. Member is
referring to?.

1~

Mr. Dahanayaké: The Minister knows.

L]

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
Poliee Sergeant and the Constable who
formed th= escort were dismissed. 'T'he
shroff was called upon to show causa
why he should not make good the loss
of Rs. 5,000. These steps were taken —

Mr. Dahanayake: Why was F. R. 743
violated? :

The Hon. Sir John Kotelawala: What
are the requirements of that F. R.?

~ Mr. Dahanayake: That money should
be sent in charge of a certain number
of officers.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
That F. R. was observed. That is why
two of the men were dismissed.

number of

Mpr.

officers

Dahanayake: The
who accompany

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: What is
.the F. R. the Member is referring to?

Mr. Dahanayake: No. 743.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I am not -

. aware of that particular F. R. I am
aware of the requirements of F. R.

642

The Hon. Mr. Goonesinha: What are
the requirements Lok, Ry 7437

Mr. Dahanayake: May I tell the
Finance . Minister that the Secretary

to the Currency Board ordered that in

this particular instance

Mr. Speaker: Order!

SEPTEMBER 1948
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: F. R. 642
requires that remittances should be ac-
companied by two shroffs

Mr. Dahanayake: That requirement
was not observed in this instance.

The I-ion. Mr. Jayewardene: Not
under the F. R. quoted by the hon.
Member. :

The requirements of ¥F. R. 642 are
that two shroffs, one sergeant and two
constables should accompany the remit-
tance. Notwithstanding the protests of
the Treasury, the number of shroffs was
reduced to one, and the escort from one

sergeant and two constables to one ser-

geant and one constable during the war
period, owing to lack of staff.

Mr. Dahanayake: Not at all—"
Dr. Perera: Were there accomplices?

Mr. Dahanayake: They wanted to rob
the money

Question put, and agreed to.

IMPORT DUTIES

The following item stood nex% upon:
the Orders of the Day: —

The Minister . of Finance,—
Customs Ordinance (Resolution),—That
this House resolves under section 9 of
the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 185)
that with effect from the date on which
this resolution is notified in the
Government Gazette, the import duty
under that Ordinance shall be levied and
paid on the goods specified in Column I.
of the Schedule hereto

(a) at the @eneral Rates set out in
the corresponding entries in
Column III. of the Schedule
hereto; or

(b) at the Preferential Rates set out
in the corresponding entries
in Column II. of the Sche-
dule hereto, .where preferen-
tial rates are leviable and
payable under the provisions
of Schedule A to the Customs
Ordinance (Chapter 185) as
amended by section 17 (i.)
No. 32 of 1941.
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene:
we take up thig item after tea?

Mr. Speaker: Yes.
the Motion now.

You might move

8.59 p.M. : g
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,

 That this House resolves under section 9
of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 185) that
with effect from the date on which this resolu-
tion is notified in the Government Gazette, the
import duty under that Ordinance shall be
levied and paid on the goods specified in
Column I. of the Schedule hereto—

(@) at the General Rates set out in the
corresponding entries in Column ITI,
of the Schedule hereto; ,or

(b) at the Preferential Rates set out in the
corresponding entries in Column II. of
the Schedule hereto, where preferen-
tial rates are leviable and payable
under the provisions of Schadule A to
the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 185)
as amended by section 17 (i.) No. 82
of 1941,

* Question proposed.

Dr. Perera: Does that mean that the
Minister ‘will not explain the position
to us ‘

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I shall
explain after tea. -

Dr. Perera: He says he has finished
speaking——

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I shall
explain. I have not ' finished my
speech. :

M. Speakér: The sitting is suspended
till 4.30 p.m, '

Sitting accordingly suspended until
4.30 p.m., and then resumed.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

Mr, Speaker:
from the Senate.
The Clerk

Message : '

There is a Message

read  the following

* The Benate have agreed t'-o the Trade Unions
Amendment Bill."

_ Dr, Perera: What a shame!

e

Shall

“dustries;

IMPORT DUTIES

4.31 p.M.

Mr. Dahanayake: Please explain the
Motion fully. _

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I said
that T was going to do so when I was
moving the Motion.

Dr. Perera:
Committee?

Can we "'not go into

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I do not
think T can read the large number of
items mentioned.

Mr. Speaker: No.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: This
Motion deals with an Amendment to
the Customs Ordinance incorporating

cerfain revenue proposals which are
part of the Budget for 1948-49.

Hon. Members may remeraber that
at the time of the introduction of the
budgetary proposals for 1947-48 owing
to an’ adverse balance of trade this
House agreed to the imposition of very
heavy import duties. Those duties

o

- were levied = according to ‘the semi-

essentiality or non-essentiality of the
imported articles.

Since the last Budget was introdnced
we have entered into a sterling assets
agreement with His Majesty’s Govern-
ment. Consequent on that we have
imposed a very rigorous measure of ex-
change control and it is possible for the
Government +to recommend, even in
a slight way, a relaxation of some of
those import duties.

We have therefore in this Motion re-
commended the relaxation of the im-
port duties passed on these prineiples.
We have endeavoured to give assistance
fo the tea and rubber-growing indus-
tries by reduction of duties on certain
goods essential for those industries: @) =
assistance to local industries where
possible and where such assistance is)
considered to be justified by lowering
duties of materials required by those in<
(3) assistance to local indus-
tries by placing prohibitive duties on S
certain commodities which are being
produced locally in cases where it ig con-
sidered that such protective dutjes will'' =
assist local industries to produce a betié-_;;ﬁ
ter quality article and meet the loGalgf-'-
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demand; and (4) increasing the duties
on cerfain luxury and nou-essential
goods. :
Hon. Members will see in the Cus-
toms Schedule certain items under -an
omnibus heading such as, for instance,
‘“ Goods not elsewhere specified:
Paper and manufactures thereot’. We
found that some of the goods that were
essenfial and some that were luxuries,
all had to bear the same rate of taxation.
For ingtance, some of the essential
‘goods had to bear a taxation of 100 per
cent. which was really imposed on non-
essential goods. So we have split up
gsome of those omnibus items, and the
items that are included under °° manu-
factures '’ have been taxed according to
their essentiality. Some of those
items are goods not elsewhere specified
—Aluminium Ware not elsewhere speci-
fied; Food and Drink not elsewhere
gpecified; Manufactures of Iron and
Steel not elsewhere specified; Paper and
Manufactures thereof not™ elsewhere
specified. :
Another slight change has been made
in the method of taxation. I mentioned
that in my Budget Speech with regard

to changing the taxation from an
ad valorem basis to a rated basis on
certain commodities. This has been

done because of the difficulty in ascer-
taining correctly the local market value
of such goods. The values are liable to
fluctuation and have, in the past, led
to administrative difficulties in collect-
ing the taxes. One such item, I would
mention, is in respect of the importation
of betel. We have changed it from an
ad valorem to a rated basis.

Finally, the opportunity has been taken
to examine the Schedule as a whole, and
hon. Members will see that we have
made certain alterations in the nomen-
clature and in the rates of duties so as
to make the Schedule more rational and
the “rates of duties of wimilar articles
more uniform than they have been in
the past. I will explain when the items
come up, in detail, where we are seeking
to change the rate of duties from what
they were in December, 1947.

We have, as I said before, not changed
the essential basis of the principles we
adopted in December. That is, we are
seeking to preserve our balance of frade
by preventing, as far as possible by taxa-
tion, non-essential goods from..coming
into the Island. On luxury goods; which

SEPTEMBER 1948
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are semi-essential, we have maintained
the basis of taxation between the taxa- -

tion imposed on luxury items and essen-,
tial items. On essential items we ‘hat_’e
maintained the same level as
December, 1947.

2106

m

et s

Representations were made to us, as

soon as taxes were imposed in Decem-
ber, with regard to a wide circle of goods,
both from the tea and rubber industry,

from merchants, and from people en- - ,

gaged in the photographic industry on

which -we had to impose a tax of

almost 100 per cent. It was said that

a large number of people were dependent

on photography. We have reduced the
tax on photographic articles to what
it was in Deccember.
reserving to myself the right to deal with

* these matters, if hon. Members want in-

formation, I shall be prepared to give
it to them. The basis of our new im-
port duties is the same as 1b was in
December, 1947.

Therefore, while

3
1

2

A large number of changes have been

really occasioned by the splitting up of
the omnibus items which releases a large
number of items which we have had to
tax according to essentiality and also
the necessity for bringing our import
duties into better shape than they were
before.

There are certain Amendments.
T move them now?

.Ma,y

Mpr. Speaker: That can be done as we

come to those items. Hon. Members
may want the House to go into
Committee.
4.38 p.M.

Dr. Perera: There is only one point.

Mr. Speaker: Will the Hon. Minister
move the House into Committee?

Dr. Perera: The Hon. Minister has
enunciated certain principles, I would
like to make a few observations on the
general principle that he has enunciated
in order to get some- information as to
the facts on which it is based: I do not
know whether you will permit me to do
that in the Committee stage.

Mr. Speaker: 1f the hon. Member
thinks that the Committee stage will not

meet, that desire, I do not mind hi}f"“

raisingithe question now. T
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Dr, Perera: Yes. I think it will make
it a little easier for us.

Mr. Speaker: Because the hon.
Member would not be raising the
Question

Dr. Perera: On the general policy.

L notice that the second and- third
principles enunciated were the assistance
to local industries and the imposition of
prohibitive duties where the Hon. Min-
ister was satisfied that the articles could
be manufactured in Ceylon.

There is only just this point I would
like the Hon. Minister to explain. We
are also concerned with the position of
the consumers of these articles. We
must be satisfied that heavy or extra
duty is not a screen to help manufactur-
ers of local articles—I do not know—on
the one hand, to give us an inferior
article, and on the other to continue to
remain in a nascent stage. You must see
that they are not in that stage, that they
pass on and are in a position at some
stage or other to provide competitive
articles. Surely it is not to the advan-
tage of the country to protect them to
such an extent that they continue to
exploit the consumer. T hope the Hon.
Minister will consider these two points
also in imposing these duties.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Agreed.

-

441 p.Mm.

The Hon, Mr, Jayewardene: I said
that this assistance to local industries
by placing prohibitive duties on certain
commodities where necessary is with a
view to assisting the local industries to
produce a better quality article and
meet the local demand. We are
keeping that point in mind.

Dr. Perera: What T am trying to im-
press on the Hon. Minister is that he
should have a certain amount of con-
trol or hold not to allow the
manufacturers to mulet the consurier.
That is a point of view which the Hon.
Minister must keep in mind all the
time. I will give one example. Take
the biscuit manufacture

The Hon. Mr. D. S.

Senanayake:
Mateh manufacture, - :

REPRESENTATIVES

Import Duties 2108

Dr. Perera: There are certain people
who want to import machinery for the
purpose of manufacturing biscuits and
giving the public a good product. We
must encourage them; we must see that
they give us a good product, a suitable
substitute for the imported product.
Any shoddy article passing off as a
biscuit is not good enough.

May I also urge that some of the
biscuit manufacturers who have been
prevented from importing machinery be
allowed to do so. Representations were
made to the Hon. Minister. Some
gentlemen have gone across to England
and they find that they cannot buy
machinery owing to the exchange con-
trol restrictions and the difficulty of
getting machinery.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That has
not been brought to my notice. If that
is so, we will give them all help. We
will not stop any machinery being im-
ported for the purpose of manutacturing
consumersgoods.

I move that the House do go into
Committee.

Schedule considered in Committee.
[MR. SPEARER in the Chair. |

The Chairman: I will read out the
items, as far as possible, up to every
five lines. Then, if any Amendment
has to be moved, and a question has to
be asked, all that could be done.

Mr. Dahanayake: We want to know
every item on which there has been a
reduction.

The Chairman: Tt will be explained.
As a matter of fact, T can give the in-
formation because T have got the figures
with me. 24 _

Abrasives, crude

Dr. Perera: Is there an increase?

The Chairman: A reduction from 45
per cent. to 17} per cent.

There is a gentleman from the .
Customs here whom I have got down
to assist us, if hecessary. If any ques-
tions are asked, I could supply the

information.
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- The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: May I
explain why the duty has been reduced?
These items were previously classified
as ‘" goods not elsewhere specified.”
That omnibus clause has been split up
and goods used for industrial purposes
in workshops, factories, and so on—
abrasives and acids—have been reduced
to the December level of 174 per cent.

Agricultural Tractors, etc.

Dr. Perera: The only point is, why
ecannot the duty on these items be re-
duced in the same way as you have
reduced the duty on articles necessary
for the rubber industry? :

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We
have reduced- the duty from 271 per
cent. to 15 per cent.

4.45 p.w.

Dr. Perera: I notice that in regard to
goods connected with the rubber indus-
try, the duty has been reduced to 12}
per cent.

Mr. Pakeman: With regard to alumi-
nium buckets imported for use on rubber
estates, I may point out that galvanized
iron buckets are also used by a con-
siderable number of estates for precisely
the same purposes as aluminium
buckets, and 1 was wondering whether
the Hon. Minister would be willing to
include galvanized iron buckets in the
same category as aluminium buckets.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
One of the statements made was that
aluminium buckets and galvanized iron
buckets are used for the same purposes
in rubber and tea estates, and that the
duty has been raised

Mr., Wilmot A. Perera: Aluminium is
rarely used.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The duty on galvanized iron buckets is
not higher than it is today; it is lower.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The hon.
Member might bring it up when we
come to that item.

The«Chairman: There is no item as
““ (yalvanized iron buckets.”’

Dr. Perera: Cannot you get it in here
by an Amendment?

2 SEPTEMBER 1948
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The Chairman: The hon. Appointed
Member did not move an Amendnient.
If it is an Amendment it will be out of
Order. . He wants to know whether it is
possible fo include this item.

Mr. A. L. Thambiayah (Kayts):
Galvanized iron buckets are manutac-
tured locally. It is to protect this local
industry, I think, that this duty has
been put up. ‘

Mr. Pakeman: I want to' bring galva-
nized buckets under the same heading
ag aluminium buckets, because they
are used for precisely the same purpose.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We will
have to consider that carefully.

Bulking Tanks to be wused in Rubber
and Tea Faclories

Mr. Pakeman: There are three other
items used for the same purposes,
namely, winnows, coagulating pans and
separators. They are used in the rubber
and tea industries, but they are not
included undexr the headings already in
the Schedule. If the Hon. Minister
takes these three extra items, which
are on exactly the same basis as latex
measgures and coagulating pans, the
industry would be very grateful.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: If the
hon. Member will write to me, T will

consider it. It is rather difficult to
bear it in mind.
The Chairman: The Hon. Minister

says he is unable to give a definite reply
at once without looking into the facts.

Mr. Pakeman: I have sent some
Amendments to the Hon. Minister.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Most of
them have been incorporated in this.

Mr. Dahanayake: Galvanized buckets
are not found anywhere in this Schediile.
Artists’ Colours

Mr. Wilmot A, Perera: What about
artists’ colours?

The Chairman: The duty has been
reduecd from 50 per cent.
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The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: No, Sir,
it has been increased.

Mr. Dahanayake: Is that the way the
Minister encourages art?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Colours
can be made in Ceylon. The Kelaniya
temple was painted with colours made
locally. ;

- Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: That is a
particular type of painting.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera (Dehiowita):

for bali

Those colours = are good
ceremonies and that sort of thing.
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The

merease of the duty from 25 per cent.
to 35 per cent. and from 35 per cent.
to 45 per cent. is made to differentiate
between artists’ materials and painters
and decorators’ materials, the former
being non-essential. Decorators’ mat-
erials, needed for painting houses, we
are keeping at a lower rate than
materials required for pure art, which is
really a hobby. :

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: Is it that you
do not want to promote art?
- The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: You
cannot have bread and art!

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: The Hon.
Minister must reconsider that attitude.
House painters, he puts up on a far
higher pedestal than artists. With the
Hon. Minister of Education trymng to
foster art, T am sure the Hon. Minister
of Finance will reconsider his decision
and reduee the duty on artists’ colours.

'~ The Chairman: The increase is from
36 to 45 per cent.

: Dr, Perera,: Can I move an
Amendment to bring it backsto the old

rate?
X\

The Hon. Mpr. D. S. Senanayake:
These have been very carefully consid-
ered. There are many reasons for these
proposals, though we cannot think of
all those reasons now. They have been
very carefully considered.

HOT/SE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. Dahanayake: In other words, you

do not want us to examine these
items? g
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

You cannot, because you have not got
the facts before you.

The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: We can-
not allow a reduction of this duty be-
cause we want to differentiate between
materials used by artists-and those used
by house painters. The duty on colours

used by private-hobby-artists is higher.

Mr. Subasinghe: Why do you ecall it
a hobby? :

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Then
call it politics or whatever you like.

There is a difference between those who

paint houses and those who paint for
pleasure. {
Mr. Subasinghe: You wish to

encourage art, do you not?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: But by
differentiation. ' N

Dr. Perera: Not by increasing the
duty, surely?

Asbestos

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The duty
has been reduced from 45 per cent. to
174 per cent.

Balunga

S_l\gr. Dahanayake: What is balunga,
1r

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: This is &

seed that is imported from India. It ig

used as a base for sherbet.

An Hon. Member: This is what is

called *‘ kasa kasa'”’.

Bathing Caps

Dr. Perera: This is very hard o_n'.-._"

ladies, Sir,
bathing caps.

1 The Chairman: I understand that
they are being made in Ceylon.

this increase of duty on

¥’
.-

3
3
1

A
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Mr. Dahanayake:
Kundasale ladies?

What about the

An Hon. Member: _They can "do
without these caps.
Betel Leaves

Mr. Dahanayake: In the case of betel
leaves, thesduty has been increased.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes, we can grow a certain amount here.

Mr. Dahanayake:
increase?

ANt s the

1s

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We have
_ changed it from an ad valorem to a rated
basis. We are trying to protect the local
betel industry. There was an editorial
in the ‘‘ Dinamina ’’, based on wrong
information, to say that we had not in-
creased the duty. We have increased it
to protect the industry in Ceylon.

Biscuits

Dr. Perera: Is this a protective duty?

« The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes. P

The Hon. Mr. C. Sittampalam (Minls- .

~ ter of Posts and Telecommunication, and

Industries, Industrial Research and
Fisheries): We are manufacturing
biscuits locally.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The

original rate in December was 45 per
cent.: we are making it 60 per cent.
We want to see how the Ceylon biscuits
progress.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: They are
going from bad to worse.

18 no

Mr. Subasinghe: ‘There
improvement in the quality.

The Chairman: It is awful stuff.

Brooms

Mr. Dahanayake: What about

brooms!

new

The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: We have
increased the duty on imported brooms,
because we have brooms made in Ceylon.
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Brushes
5.0 p.M.

Mr. Pakeman : Maj I know what the
position is with regard to brushes?

The Chairman: They are all increased \'

from 35 per cent. to 45 per cent.

The Hon; Mr. Jayewahdene: On
brushes we have increased the duty

from 35 per cent. to 45 per cent. but on '

Artists’ brushes—hon. Members spoke
of art—we have decreased the duty.

What we make on the paint we are

going to give back on the brush.

Mr. Pakeman: One small point with :

regard to brushes. I do not find here,
among the various brushes that are
listed, an item like stencil brushes.
There are stencil brushes of a particular
kind which are wused for stencilling
names on tea and rubber chests. Might
I suggest to the Hon. Minister the
inclusion of stencil brushes with the
imposition of a duty of 17% per cent.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We felt
that ag there was quite a sufiicient
variety®of brushes, without giving pre-

ference to stencil brushes, they would

be able to use tooth brushes instead.

Mr. Wilmot A, Perera: I do not think
the Hon. Minister is correct when he
says that the duty on artists’ brushes
has been reduced. [ think it has been
increased.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Will the
Hon. Minister follow the policy he laid
down of taking up one point at & time.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera:
reduction been made?

Has a

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Whatever is there must stand.

Mr. Dahanayake: The hon. Appointed
Member’s request was a reasonable one,
but it has been treated very
light-heartedly.

Dr. Perera: Surely the duty on
artists’ brushes could be reducea. Would
not these artists’ brushes cover the
small brushes used by school children
also? Surely the Hon. Minister foes
not want to increase the duty on all
those things used by school children?
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The Chairman: What is used by
school children is- not included in
this. It is only those used by the
professionals. :
Buwilders® Woodwork
Mr. Dahanayake: What is this

Builders’ woodwork?

The Chairman: That is increased from
60 per cent. to 100- per cent.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene:
can be made in Ceylon.

They

Cables, Cordage, Rope and Twine

Mr. Dahanayake: May we know what
the position is with regard to cables?

The Chairman: They have all been
reduced from 45 per cent. to 174 per
cent.

Canes and Rattans

Dr. Perera: The only point with
regard to canes is this. I do not know
whether the Hon. Minister is aware that
we have not been able to get local cane
adequately for ratanning purposes.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Sir, cane
ean be grown here.

Dr.  Perera:

They
satisfactory.

are not

The Chairman: There is no inerease
in that. It is the same rate.

Cement, Coloured and Ferrocrete

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: It has

‘been reduced from 45 per cent. t0-30 per.

cent.
Cheakai

Mr. Dahanayake: What is cheakai?
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: It IS 2
form of powder.
Hartal
Dr. Perera: What is hartal?

An Hon. Member: Is it the same as
the Indian hartal?

The Chairman: He wants to know

whether it is the same as the Indian
hartal?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Tt cannot
be. .

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Cigar and Cigarette Boxes, ele.

Mr. Dahanayake: What is the position
with regard to cigar cases and holders?

The Chairman: They
increased.

are all

Cups and Saucers, Dishes and Plates

Dr. Perera: What is the position with
regard to that item?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: On
aluminium, plastic and and bakelite we
have reduced the duty from 45 per cent
to 35 per cent. It is on glass alone that
we have increased the duty from 30 per
cent. to 35 per cent.

Earthenware

Mr. Dahanayake: We want informa-
tion about earthenware pots and pans.
What is the position with regard to pots
and pans?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
Department of Industries has suggested
a heavy protective tariff because pots
and pans can be made in Ceylon. We
have therefore increased the duty. Wg
have changed from an ad wvalorem to =2
rated basis and we intend to raise it still
more so that pots and pans may not
come from other countries.

The Chairman: There is an increase
of 50 per cent.

Fibre, dec.

Mr, Dahanayake: What about fibre?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: These
are imported for use in local industries,
These are the bases of certain local in-
dustries. They have been reduced from
45 per cent. to 17} per cent.

Dr. Perera: Will they not compete
with coir fibre? 5 '

~ The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Not aloe,
flax, hemp, jute, palmyrah, and so on.
First Aid Outfits

N. H. Keerthiratne (Kegalla) :
1s the position with regard to

Mr.
What
that?

The Chairman: It has been reduced
from 45 per cent. to 17% per cent.
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Mr. Keerthiratne: Cannot you bring
it down?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene:
eannot bring it down further.

You

Polish

Mr, Dahanayake: What is the position
with regard to that?

Furniture

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: It has
been inereased from 45 per cent. to
50 per cent.

Mr. Dahanayake: Why?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: DBecause
we can make the polish in Ceylon.

Dr. Perera: Where?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I‘ know
my clerk makes polish.

Mr. Dahanayake: We object to this
decrease in the rate of furniture polish.

. The Chairman: It has not been

decreased, it has been increased by
5 per cent.
Me. Dahanayake: The  position

certainly is that even the Government

has started certain carpentry workshops
and our object should be to make
furniture polish available as cheap as
possible.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That has
been done for the purpose of unifor-
mity. The 5 per cent. increase makes no
difference. There is a certain uniformity
required in the Customs schedule.

Mr. Dahanayake: Uniformity should
not be achieved at the expense of what
the people meed; otherwise, the
carpenters will not be. able to dispose
of their goods. '

Honey

Mr. Dahanayake: What have you done
with regard to that?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We have
made it more expensive and therefore
sweeter.

2 SEPTEMBER 1948
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The Hon. Me, D. S. Sena.na.y-akt_a:
We can get any amount of honey in
our jungles.: :

Mr. Dahanayake: 1 challenge the
Minister to give us as much honey as
the country needs.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It is quite easy.

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: I will
be able to get gallons of honey from
Cheddikulam and give the hon. Member.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Repre-
sentations were made to us by a large
number of people who cultivate bees
that they find it difficult to sell their
honey. So we have brought it into line
with jams and marmalades.

Infants and Invalids’ Foods other .
than Milk Foods

Dr. Perera: What is the position with
regard to infants’ foods?

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: We have
reduced# the duty from 40 to 17§ per
Gent-_j

Jewellery and Trinket Boxes, &c.

Mr. Dahanayake: What
jewellery ?

about

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: We have
increased the duty.

Joss Sticks
Dr. Perera: What are joss sticks?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: They are
“ handun kuru’. We have reduced it
from 45 per cent. to 174 per cent. as
we find religious festivals are growing
in popularity.

Lamps and Lanterns
5.15 p.M.

The Chairman: The rates for lamps
and lanterns have been increased from
35 per cent. to 45 per cent.

Oil—Iron and Steel

The Chairman: The rates for oll—
iron and steel, have been reduced from
35 per.cent. to 30 per cent.
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Machinery
The Chairman: The rate for

machinery has been reduced from 274
per cent. to 25 per cent.
Marukkolunthu

An Hon,
Marukkolunthu?

Member: What are

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Those
are decorative leaves which are worn by
ladies.

Mr. Dahanayake:
done with them?

What have you

Medicinal’ herbs and other ingredients

Dr. Perera: Have the rates for these

‘herbs and other ingredients been
‘increased?
_The Chairman: They ‘have been

reduced. The previous figure was 173
per cent. The rate for Asaphoetida has
also been reduced.

Metals

: -
The Chairman: The rate for Metals
- has been reduced from 45 per cent. to
221 per cent.

Door and Window Fz'ttings, de.

Dr. Perera: What about the rates for
door and window fittings, shoot runners
and tin foil?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: They
have all been reduced to 271 per cent.,
22} per cent. and 174 per cent.
respectively. ity

Wire Netting

The Chairman: The rate for wire
netting has been reduced from 40 per
~cent. to 27} per cent.

-Zz'ng Sheets
The Hon. Mr. Jayewrdane: The rate
for zine sheets has been reduced from
45 per cent. to 171 per cent.
Mops
- Mr. Dahanayake: What about mops ?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewrdane: The rate
hag been increased for mops.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Motor Cars

Mr. Dahanayake: Have the rates on
motor cars been increased or reduced?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene : The rates.
are the same as they were last year.
Nickel Sitverware
Mr. Dahanayake: I want to know the
position with regard to nickel silverware.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The rate
has been increased to 100 per cent.

Night Lights

Dr. Perera:
lights?

What about these night

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There is.
a slight increase, from 45 per cent. to
50 per cent.

Oakum

Dr. Perera: What is oakuin used for?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Tt s &
sort of gum and is used in ship-building.
We have decreaseq the rate. 1t is used
for stopping leaks.

Office and Factory furniture
The Chairman: The general and pre-

ferential rates have been reduced to 27%

per cent and 17 per cent respectively. -

Office requisities

The Chairman: Office requisites have
been rated lower than on the last ocea-
sion. The duty has been reduced from:
45 per cent to 174 per cent.

Oils, fats and greases

The Chairman: In the case of oils,
fats and greases the rate is the same,
namely, 45 per cent.

Mr. Keerthiratne: What
gingelly oil and groundnuf oil?

about

The Chairman :

They too stand at the
same rate. :

Painters’ materials

The Chairman: Spirits have been
reduced in rate from 35 per cent. to

27% per cent.
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Paper and mdnufactures thereof

Dr. What about
books?

Perera: account

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: In the
case of acecount books I am moving*an
increase in the rate because certain re-
presentations have been made to me.
The rate came down when you split up
the omnibus item. Representations
have been made to me that during the
war there was a big industry in this line;
so we are increasing the rate to protect
the local industry.

The Chairman: To how much?

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: At page
43 of the Order Paper you will see that
the duty is to be increased from 27} per
cent. to 60 per cent.

The Chairman: There is an increase
for diaries also.

Me. Dahanayake: Have you increased

the duty on copy books and drawing
books?

The Chairman: No. The rate 1s to be
increased on account books.

Dr. Perera: There is no reason for
this increase. Why cannot these books
be produced at a competitive price?
Why should there be this extra protec-
tion? Why cannot the books be pro-
duced at a price at which they can meet
competition? If the rate is increased,
you will merely be protecting the local
manufacturers.

The Chairman: The duty on account
books is to be increased to 60 per cent.
It is the same increase in the case of

diaries.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: They are
all made in Ceylon.

Dr. Perera: Then our local manufac-
turers should be in a position to sell these
books at competitive prices. Why 1is
there to be thig big increase to 60 per
cent.? It would mean, in point of fact,
that the price will be increased to that

extent.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We will
have to fix the price.
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Mr. Dahanayake: What about copy
books, drawing books, and so on?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Those
that are made use of in schools will be =
given special exemption where the Direc-
tor can satisfy himself that they come at
lower rates.

The Chairman: Account books,
diaries, and match labels are the only
items on which rates are being increased.

Dr. Perera: Thé increase proposed 1is

so high that since we have no control of ~

the actual selling prices it will mean
that the prices of the articles will be
increased to that extent irrespective of
the real need to do so. There must be
a limit to the protection.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We have
considered that question very carefully,
both with the Collector of Customs, the
people who make those articles and the
Cabinet, and we" feel that this is the
increase that we should recommend to.
the House. Making the-'rate lower by
five or ten per cent. might upset the
whole position. ;

The Chairman: Match labels were
rated at 100 per  cent. = IS
December last. We are now seeking to
reduce it from 100 per cent. to 60 per
cent. '

Mr. Pakeman: In the case of diaries,
does the Hon. Minister of Finance con-
gider that the local printing industry
will be able to produce the extremely
elaborate and useful diaries like the
Tetts's diaries that are imported fromr
abroad? If that can be done so much:
the better, but there is a very consider-
able variety of diaries which are im-
ported and which are very useful for
office purposes. If there is a genuine
attempt made by the local printing trade
to compete with the imported diaries, I
have no objection to the rate being in--
creased. But I was wondering whether
the local trade can produce diaries simi-
Jar to the many varieties of diaries:
imported at present.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: 1 can
show the hon. Appointed Member the
Dinamina, Daily News and other diaries
produced in Ceylon, which are as good
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[Hon. Mr. Jayewardene. |
as any we can get in the world. I think
the hon. Member for Galle has a big
diary which is produced in Ceylon and
which he uses.

Dr, Perera: What about exercise
books and paper covers?

The Chairman: The rates for them
have all been reduced. With regard to
the account books, diaries match labels
and so on, the rates have been increased.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: [ move,
in page XVII., line 14, Column TIII., to
leave out ‘‘ 27} per cent. ”’ and insert
60 per ‘cent.

Question, that the figures proposed to
be left out, stand part of the Schedule,
~put, and negatived.
 Question, that those figures be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: [ move,
in page XVIIL., line 20, Column III., to
leave out ‘* 2714 per cent.”’ and insert
=760 per cent. ”’

Question, that the figures proposed to
be left out, stand part of the Schedule,
put, and negatived.

Question, that those figures be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
in page XVIIL., line 25, to leave out all
words and figures.

Question, that the words and figures
proposed to be left out, stand part of the
Schedule, put, and negatived.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
in page XVII., line 30, Column III.,
to leave out ** 27} per cent.’’ and insert
~ 60 per eent. ”’ ' .

Question, that the figures proposed to
be left out, stand part of the Schedule,
put, and negatived.

Question, that those figures be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

The Hon, Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
in page XVIII., line 5, Column III., to
leave out ‘‘ 274 per cent.”” and insert
“* 60 per cent.”,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Question, that the ficures proposed to
be left out, stand part of the Schedule,
put, and negatived.

Question, that those figures be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

I'mport Duties

Press Copy Books

The Chairman: Are there
comments on this item?

any

Mr. Thambiayah: T wish to ask the
Hon. Minister whether it is not possible
tor him to avoid the requirement of con-
signees having to prove to the satisfac-
tion of the Principal Collector of
Customs that certain types of goods are
imported for specific purposes in order
to have the lower rate of duty charged.
The consignees experience a lot of diffi-
culty in ftrying to prove this to the
satisfaction -of the Principal Collector.
Both the Government officers and the
importers have a lot of difficulty in this
matter. 1If this could be avoided, and
it is specifically stated that the duty on
such-and-such paper will be a certain
rate, I think you will avoid a lot of
unnecessary harassing by the Customs
officers as well as trouble to the
importers. i

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We are
trying to give protection to certain in-
dustries. We wanted to have a lower
rate for paper used by the tea and
rubber industries. But, unless the Col-
lector of Customs is satisfied that the
paper 1s imported for that purpose, we
cannot give that lower rate, because,
all sorts of importers will get down
articles and gell them at the lower rate.

L

Mr. Thambiayah: That is why, I say,
classify that paper.

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: But the
same paper is used for all sorts of things.
It is used even to wrap sugar. '

Mr. Thambiayah: So they will import
the paper for wrapping sugar and use it
for packing rubber. '

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is
why the Customs have the right to find
out from the importer what exactly is the
use to which the paper imported will
be put. j
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Mr., Thambiayah: I will tell you
something about this difficulty where
the ad valorem duty is concerned.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We
cannot make a change today. But we
are appointing a Tariff Board which will
consider the matter.

Mr. Thambiayah: I am glad that a
Tariff Board is being appointed be-
cause the consignees are having a lot of
difficulties about the market price of
articles.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: We are
appointing a Tariff Board and all these
schedules will come under review.

I move, in page XVIIL., line 13,
Column III., to leave out “* 27} per
cent. and insert ‘“60 per cent.’

Question, that the figures proposed
to be left out, stand part of the
Schedule, put, and negatived.

Question, that those figures be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

Pearls

~ Mr. Subasinghe: Are the rates on
pearls to be increased or are they to be
decreased?

The Chairman: are to be

decreased.

They

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There
are yvery few pearls in Ceylon. So we
thought there was mno objection to
reducing the duty on pearls.

Mr. Subasinghe: I do fot think the
rate on pearls should be reduced.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The hon.
Member was talking of art. This 1s
also a part of art.

Mr. Pakeman: The last item we dealt
with was with regard to paper used for
the lining of tea chests and so forth.
I think printed labels for use in packing
Ceylon produce for export comes next.

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: May i
explain?  Pearls were largely used in
the Tourist trade. But because of the
high import duty, very few pearls were
coming through  normal chaunels.
Smuggling was going on. Sojwhenawe
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reduce the price of pearls, they wilk
come in through normal channels and
tourists will buy pearls; besides that,
our Exchange trouble also be
solved.

will

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: May I
inquire till what time we may go on
today? It is 5.80 P.M. now.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: We

cannot finish the Business today.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: We can
decide to go on for another hour or am
hour and a half with the idea of finishing
the work today.

5.30 p.M.

The Chairman: We go on till we
finish.

The Hon. Mr. Béndar:g.naike: Today?

The Chairman: Yes, instead of
meeting tomorrow. :
The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: We

shall finish by about seven tonight.

IMPORT DUTIES

Mr. Pakeman: There is one particular
case to which I want to draw the

attention of the Minister. Tea
labels
The Hon. Mr., Jayewardene: We

passed all that.

Mr. Pakeman: We jumped straight
from paper to pearls

Mr. Dahanayake: How long do you
propose to go on, Sir?

The Chairman: Till we finish this

work.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: We shall
finish in a couple of hours.

Mr. Dahanayake: Not likely.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: After
this item, there is very little other
Business left.

The Chairman: We need sit for only
about two hours more. .
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Mr. Pakeman: I would draw the
attention particularly of the Minister of
Commerce and ~Trade to these tea
labels. There are certain types of tea
which are sent out in tins of varying
weights: 1 1b. tin, % Ib. tin and 1 Ib.
tin. These have very special labels,

~and most of them are made by one

particular firm. These packets of tea
with these labels have a very large sale
in markets all over the world. The

firm in question tried to get these par-

ticular labels printed locally, but so far
they have been unable to do it. Tocal

printers say that they have not yet got

of machinery needed for
The firm which

the = type
making these labels,

~ exports this tea would be very glad to

have these labels made locally because
it will be cheaper to do so, but they
are not satisfied with the quality of the

~ labels turned out locally.

‘be considered as something

A very large number of these packets
of tea are seld all over the world, and
the effect of this duty (60 per cent. !
would be to raise the cost by 3 cents
per lb. in the case of the Ib. packets

by 4 centseper 1b. in the case of the -

half 1b. packets, and by 7 cents per lb.

~1n the case of the quarter Ib. packets.

This particular type of label should
brought in
[Interruption]. The

for re-export.

- firm is prepared to use local labels if

they can possibly get labels of the
required quality, but so far they have
not been able to get them.

- I would suggest to the Minister that

which are desired.

this item be worded as follows,—

“ Printed labels and

printed wrappers for use

in paeking Ceylon produce for export, except .

labels in use on packets of tea.”

I expeet that it will be a year or
two before the local printing industry
Is able to produce the kind of labels
For the present,

although the firms have tried very hard,

~ they have not been able to secure from

-

any of the printing firms in Ceylon that
type of label. The only thing they can
do is to pubt the exira cost on the
packets sold, which means that Ceylon
tea will be slightly handicapped, to the
extent of about seven cents per 1b., in
the markets.of the world.

I hope the Minister of Finance will
8lve that point very serious consider-
ation. TIf those words are added, the
item ‘‘ Labels for use in packing tea

(&3
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could be introduced into this schedule
at the same rate, that is 173 per cent.
That would be a very good thing for
the export trade.

I admit that the duty on these labels
has been increased in the interest of
the local printing trade, but I would
submit that it is very important that no
handicap of this type should be put on
the export of tea in order to encourage
the local printing trade to a very small
degree indeed. As soon as the local
printing trade is able to produce this
class of label, T am aware that the ex-
porting firms in question would be glad
to use them. ;

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I shall
reply at once to the suggestion made by
the hon. Appointed Member (Mr.
Pakeman). - :

This matter was carefully investigat-
ed, and one of our representatives went
round to all the printing firms as well
as the merchants who export tea.
~ Messrs. Leechman and “‘Company and
most of the other tea exporting firms
use tea labels printed here. Messrs
Harrisons and Crosfield do their own
printing. _ 3

I am strongly of opinion that if vou
make any alteration in this 60 per cent.
rate, most of the printing will go out
of the hands of the people of Ceylon.
Mr. Thomas of Colombo Apothecaries
is definitely of opinion that local print-
ers, with the facilities they have now,
could turn out as good labels as any
that have been imported. The only
difficulty was the poor quality of paper
coming’ out 'now. We are making
arrangements with the Controller of
Exchange to get better paper

Mr. Pakeman: What about colour
printing? ‘

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene : The Iocaﬁ\_ :
printing
2. S
. Thomas was strongly of opinion that
any kind of printed paper should have a

firms are doing a lot of eolour
for match labels, and
Nz, T

50 on.

high protective duty placed cn it
Messrs. Liptons obtain over 50 per cent.
of “their . labels locally. Even
balance ean be obtained in Ceylon. . =

After careful consideration we have

lowered the duty from 100 per cent. to =

are not prepared 1:9_‘-:?'3

60- per.cent. .We
Tt “7.
lower 1o any further.

i £
FN

the

-

v BN RN

¥

Fa

T
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The Chairman: There is an
Amendment——
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The

reason why we lowered it was that
there was an ‘‘ omnibus '’ item, and
when that was split up, the rate of duty
on this item went down to 174 per cent.

-pn representations received, we made
it 60 per cent.

The Chairman: Instead of 17% per
cent., you move that it be 60 per cent?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Yes.
I move, in page XVIIL, lines 14/15,
~ Column 1II. ‘to leave out ** 17} per
cent.”’ and insert ** 60 per cent.”’

Question, that the figures proposed to
be left out, stand part of the Schedule,
put, and negatived.

Question, that those figures be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

Precious and semi-precious stones
except Ceylon stones and diamonds

Dr. Perera: The duty on diamonds
must be inereased.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: The
reason for this reduction is that we make
money from the tourists who purchase
these stones. The Minister of Com-
"merce and Trade will confirm that.
These are small articles which can easily
be smuggled into the country. When
we put a high protective duty, all sorts
of smuggling goes on, no duty is paid,
and tourists buy the smuggled stones
without any benefit to this country.

Dr. Perera: Smuggling will go on in
in any case. The people who buy these
diamonds can well afford to pay the
higher duty—I[I nterruption]—the ladies
can afford fo pay more.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The Eksath Kantha Peramuna ladies

will not pay!

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: These
diamonds do not compete with local
<tones because we do not produce dia-
monds. Tourists buy the imported
diamond. The duty has been reduced
from 50 per cent. to 25 per cent.

Mr. Keerthiratne: It will heip the
traders also.

2 SEPTEMBER 1948
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The Chairman: The duty on diamonds -
has not been increased, but reduced?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: R‘ed-uced,.'

Dr. Perera: Our complaint is that the
duty is not high enough. -

Toy balloons

Mr. Dahanayake: What have you done
in -the case of toy balloons?

The Chairman: Increased the ciﬁty— {
from 40 per cent. to 60 per cent. |

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene : Reduced?

The Chairman: The duty on toy
balloons has been increased.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: On teats
there is a reduction.

Mr. Dahanayake: I do not know why
the Minister has increased the duty on
toy balloons.

The Hon. Mr. C. Sittampalam (Minis-
ter of Posts and Telecommuhication, and
Industries, Industrial Research and
Fisheries): We make toy balloons here.

Mr. Dahanayake: A firm here that
makes toy balloons turns them out in
such a wretched state that the children
who blow them fall sick. You propose
to encourage this industry in Ceylon at
the expense of the children. When you
raise the duty on imported balloons,
wealthier people can still afford to buy
the imported article for their children,
but the poor child demands a cheap and
good balloon:

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: It is not
the fault of the toy balloons made
locally

Mr. Dahanayake: You should not
increase the duty on imported toy bal-
loons. By doing that you are merely
helping the capitalist firm, Richard Pieris
and Co., who are exploiting the
people '

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There
are rubber balloon makerg in my own
electorate—‘¢ small > men, a number of
whom gave evidence against me in the
election inquiry. They cannot therefore
he classed as my men.
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Hon. Mr. Jayewardene. |
If the children who blow these toy bal-
loons fall ill, it is not the fault of the
balloons: it is due to the way they blow
the balloons. T used to blow balloons
myself

Mr. Dahanayake: Do you expect the
child to use an inflator on the balloons?
He has to blow it himself.

Dr. Perera: This bears out my
contention that by giving protection with-
out taking into account other considera-
tions, you are encouraging the local
people to produce inferior goods.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: You
want the local industries to close down,
and create unemployment?

Dr. Perera: There are other aspects
to be taken into consideration: we must
see to it that the quality of the articles
produced is improved.

The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: We will
do that. .

Mr. Dahanayake: This is & very
serious matter. You want to make the
children of the poor sick. There is a
very large sale of these foy balloons.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: What is
the illness that the children suffer from?

Mr. Dahanayake: Wealthy people do
not know anything about the illnesses of

the poor children, Your children never
fall sick.

Mr. Keerthiratne: The toy balloons
made in Ceylon are so thick that the
fathers and mothers of these children
have to blow the balloons for their
childrenT

Sago
Mr. Dahanayake: T want to speak on
the duty on sago

The Chairman:
reduction in that.

There is a large

Spectacles—mountings, frame parts and
cases for

Mr. Dahanayake: I want to ask =
question about the duty on spectacles.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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The Chairman: There is a reduction
from 45 per cent. to 174 per cent.

Mr. Dahanayake: You have reduced
the duty?

The Chairman: Ygs.

Stencils, not elsewhere specified

Mr. Dahanayake: You are providing
for stencils without the brushes,

0.45 p.Mm.
Propelling pencils and parts thereof
The Chairman: There is an increase

from 45 to 50 per cent.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: We do not
want an increase on all penecils,

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There is
a reduction.

The Chairman: Except silver and gold
pencils.

Textiles and manufactures of textile
materials

Mr. Keerthiratne: Has the duty on
handloom towels and towelling been
reduced?

The Chairman:
cent.

From 100 to 50 per

Mr. Keerthiratne: It should be
increased. There is a local industry in
handloom towels and towelling.

Silk Waste

The Chairman: There is an Inerease
from 15 to 60 per cent.

¢

Tortoise shells

Mr. Dahanayake: May I knaw the
position about tortoise shellg?

The Hon. Mr., Jayewardene: Tortoise
shells come from the Maldives and Aden
and invoices are never produced.
Therefore, we have changed it from the
ad valorem to a rated basis. We have
not really changeq the rate.

Mr. Dahanayake: T would like to
make a plea for the reduction in the rate
Lecause there are at least 5,000 families
in Galle who are engaged in the tortoise
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shell trade and they want the raw mate-
rial fairly cheap. I know that the people
in this trade went in deputation to the
Hon. Minister for Trade, and he gave
them an assurance that he would do his
utmost to foster this trade. The tortoise
shell trade in Ceylon is an age-long one.
T think the Hon. Minister will agree that
the work turned out by these people is
better, if not similar, to that turned oub
in any part of the world. So the in-
dustry today is not in a very sound posi-
tion, and it needs to be. protected. 1
hope the Hon. Minister will keep these
points in mind when the Tariff Board
begins to operate. '

The Hon,
right.

Mr. Jayewardene: All

Towels and towelling and Treated flax
canvas

The Hon. Mr., Jayewardene: [ move,
in page XXIII, after line 5, to ingert:

(Column (Column (Column
I1.) I1.) III.)
‘* Towels and towelling '
(except Turkish towels
and towelling) mot
elsewhere specified " “60% "
* Treated flax canvas '’ ... — .. “ATR%

Question, that those words and figures -

be there inserted, put, and agreed to.
RIS

T
g -m

Typewriters and parts thereof, ete.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
in page XXIII, after line 21, to insert :

(Column (Column (Colummn
I.) II.) ITI.)
‘* Typewriters and parts
thereof including _ N
ribbons ' 15 e L LIS L e

Question, that those words and figures
be there inserted, put, and agreed to.

Cotton towels |

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,
in page XXIV, after line 12, to insert:

(Column . (Column (Colummn
I.) II.) II1,)
¢ Cotton -towels "’ e — 0% ™

Question, that those words amd figures
be there inserted, put, and agreed ©C.
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Blectroplated ware other.than gold and
silverplated ware

Major J. W, Oldfield (Appointed
Member): Under this heading I like
some information from the Hon. Minis-

ter. 1 am not quite certain as to what -

the difference is between electroplated
ware and silverplated ware. 1 think it
is one and the same thing.

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: No.

Major Oldfield: Plated ware is a
result of something done by electrical
process and a large quantity of material
which is imported by hotels and rest-
houses is no less than plated ware. It
would be enough if you say °° Except

electroplated ware other than gold and

silver . The bulk of the so-called

silverware is nothing but electroplated -

material.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I will
place - this question before the Tariff
Board when it is appointed. Leavé it
to them. )

Major Oldfield: May I ask when the
Tariff Board ig to function?

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Within
two or three months.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: Silverplated

ware is more expensive.

The Chairman: There is a difference
between  electroplated  ware  and
silverplated ware.

Major Oldfield: T am asking whether
anyone can give me information about
the difference.

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: One
is a chemical deposit, the other is a

- sheet which is fixed on to the basie

metal. .

Major Oldfield: That is silverplated
ware. '

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:
Electroplated.

Major Oldfield: Silverplate is a

chemical deposit.

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: Not
necessarily. There can be silverplating
without a depo’siw

2134
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Mr. Pakeman: Why do you say
‘“ Eleetroplated  ware  other than
silver "'?

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam: In the
case of goldplated ware there can be
deposits by electrolysis. In the other
case you use a gold sheet on the top
of the basic sheet.

Mr. Dahanayake: Are you sure what
it 1s?

Mr. Pakeman: I ask the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance' whether the ordinary
silverplated articles which arrive—this
was referred to by the Appointed Member
(Major Oldfield)—and which are called
. silverplated ware will be imported under
this duty of 274 per cent. It is really
a matter of direction to the Principal
Collector of Customs. If the Hon.
Minister of Finance would see to that,
he would rectify what is now a flat rate.

The  Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: I will

refer it to the Tariff Board.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: T move
that the Schedule, as amended, stand
part of the Motion.

Question put, and agreed to.
Schedule reported, with Amendments.

Motion, as amended, put, and agreed
e $0:

PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION:
SALARIES, &c.

5.54 p.m.

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: T move,

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Two hundred and eighty thousand five
hundred and seventy-two be payabls out
of the Consolidated " Fund for tho service
of the financial year beginning on 1st October,
1947, and ending on 30th September, 1948, and
that the said sum may be expended as epecified
in the Schedule hereto : — '

Schedule.
Head 51, Provineial Administration.

& Rs.

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses
of the offices of the
Government  Agents
and Assistanf{ Govern-
ment Agents i 280,872

The original estimate was for a sum
of Rs. 9,966,050. There were two cuts
of 174 per cent. From returns received
from the Revenue Officers it has bean

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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found impracticable to give effect to the
cuts. This sum of money is needed for
the financial year, 1948-49.

Mr. K. V. D. Sugathadasa (Weli-
mada): I should like fo know whether
there is an increase of salaries involved
in this.

* The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: It is
really due to the rise in the cost of
living.

Question put, and agreed to.

PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION:
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, &c.

2.55 p.Mm.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,

" That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Fifty thousand be payable out of the
Consolidated Fund for the service of the finan-
cial year beginning on Ist October, 1947, and
ending on 30th September, 1948, and that the
sald sum may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.
Head 51, Provineial Administration.
Rs.
Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses
of the offices of the
Government  Agents
and Assistant Govern-

ment Agents 50,000.*

This money is required for the cele-
bations in connexion with the restoration
of Maiyangana Chaitiya to be Leld on
the 17th and 18th September, 1948.
About 100,000 pilgrims are expected to
come, and there was no money under
the Head to meet the necessary ex-
penses. The sum of Rs. 50,000 is
necessary for that purpose.

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: For U.N.P.
propaganda.

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: The
hon. Member says that this is for
U.N.P. propaganda. I do not know

that the Gautama Buddha was ever a
member of the U.N.P. :

An Hon. Member: You are trying to
make him one!

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: I may men-
tion that this is an attempt to carry on
propaganda.  As it s, propaganda is
being carried on, '

e ——
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_ Mr. Speaker: Those remarks are quite
irrelevant.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: There is
not a single Member of the U.N.P.
there. :

Mr. J. C. T. Kotalawela: The agents
are there.

’]:‘he Hon, Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
This is useful propaganda. We can
say the hon, Member opposed this Vote.

Question put, and agreed to.

DEPARTMENT OF PRISONS AND
PROBATION: SALARIES, &c.

5.57 p.M.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: 1 move,

‘“* That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Bighty-five thousand be payable out of
the Consolidated Fund for the service of the
financial year beginning from the 1st October,
1947, and ending on 30th September, 1948, and
that the said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.

Head 54, Department of Prisons and
Probation.

Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses

of the Department of

Prisons and Proba-

tion including grants

in aid 85,000."

This sum of money is required for the

Prisons and Probation Department.

There have been repeated breakdowns in

the engines and other machines used in

the industrial workshops. A certain

amount of machinery has been ordered

and is expected. That machinery will

arrive before the end of the financial

year. This money is required to pay
for these machines.

Question put, and agreed to.

REGISTRAR-GENERAL: SALARIES
AND EXPENSES OF
DEPARTMENT

5.58 B.M.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: 1 move,

“ That a supplementary sum not. exceeding
Rupees Seventy-four thousand pine hundred and

sixty-six be payable out of rtheahConsolidated
Fund, for the service of the financial year

9 REPTEMRER 1948
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beginning on 1st October, 1947, and ending on
30th September, 1948, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the Schedule
hereto: —

Schedule.

Head 58, Registrar-General. -
s.

Vote No, 1.—Salaries and expenses

of the Department of

the Registrar-General

including cost of ad-

ministering the Mus-

lim Marriage Ordin-

ance and Notarial

Examination 74,966.""

The Department of the Registrar-
General tried its best by rigid economy
to keep within the expenditure. even
after the cut was imposed. But finding
it impossible to do so it is asking for
supplementary provision. RTEE

Dr. Perera: This is for the restorabion
of the cut.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Partial
restoration.

Dr. Perera: What is the other one?
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: That is

all.
Dr. Perera: TIs there any fresh
expenditure? .

Gate Mudaliyar M. S. Kariapper (Pét'-
liamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Home Affairs and Rural Development) :
No. :

Question put, and agreed to.

ARRACK, PURCHASE, &c.
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: 1 move,

““ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Eighty thousand be payable out of the
Consolidated Fund for the service of the financial
year beginning on lst October, 1947, and
ending on 30th September, 1948, and that the
said sum may be expended as specificd in the
Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.
Head 52, Excise Department. %
8.
Vote No. 2.—Purchase, transport,
storage and bottling
of arrack 80,000.""™

Question put, and agreed to.
GOYERNMENT STORES DEPART-
MENT: NEW BUILDINGS

5.59 p.M.
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: 1 move,

““ Mhat in terms of section 6 of the Public
Works Loan (1937) Ordinance (Cap. 285), it
is hereby resolved that this House authorises
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[Hon. Mr. Jayewardene. ]
the - expenditure, - out of the moneys raised
under the authority of that Ordinance, of a
sum not exceeding Rs. 730,000 from the sum
of Rs. 1,250,000 specified in the second column
of the Schedule to that Ordinance and appro-
priated thereby for *‘ New Buildings for the
Government Stores Department ', a purpose
mentioned as item 3 in the first column of that
Schedule.”’

Hon. Members made a point in.the
Budget Debate that the Government
Stores employees were working under
rather difficult conditions. We are now
remedying that. This money is voted
under Loan Fund Expenditure for
putting up stores in MeCallum road.

Dr. Perera: Can you finish the
buildings within the time?

The Hon. Mr, Jayewardene: If there
are no strikes, we can do so.

Dr. Perera: Are you going to make a
start this year?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The
P.W.D. is very active.

Dr. Perera: Tell me another story.

Question put, and agreed to.

- PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES

6.0 p.u.
The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: I move,

" That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Eleven thousand (Rs. 11,000) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund for the secrvice of
the financial year beginning on 1st October,
1947, and ending on 30th September, 1948, and
that the said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto:—

: Schedule.

Head 22, Pensions. 4

Vote No. 1.—Pensions and Gra- A
tuities 11,000,

Dr. Perera: 1 am very glad to accede
to this request, only I would like it to
be extended to a number of other
labourers. This, 1 think, refers to the
special gratuity to be given to the men
of the Rubber Commissioner’s Depart-
ment. Might I urge that the same
consideration be given to a number of
other men. The Hon, Minister of
Industries is not here—

';‘hq Hon. Mr. D. 8. Senanavake
This is for a special purpose.

Motor Regulations 9140
Dr, Perera: I do not know why you
should make this distinetion between
these people and other people whom you
are retrenching. Surely, the other
workers ought to be treated in the same
way—rthe workers of the Co-operative
Wholesale  Establishment and  the
Leather - Factory who are being sent
away atter four or five years” seryice?

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The rubber industry has been carried on
for the British Government, and this
concession was given not only to these
men, but even to the monthly-paid

people. We are continuing - this
system.
Mr. Dahanayake: In the Rubber

Commissioner’s Department?
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Yes.

Mr. Dahanayake: We ask you, ‘* Why
don’t you apply the same principle to
people of other Government
Departments? *’

The Hon. Mr, D. S. Senanayake:
Because we give other concessions.
[ Interruption]. Is it that you do not
want this to be given? :

Dr. Perera: No, we want it extended,

_The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No. We have only got this particular
matter before the House.

Dr. Perera: This attitude of the Hon.
Prime Minister is very unreasonable.

Question put, and agreed to.

MOTOR REGULATIONS
6.03 p.n.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

. That the Regulations for the area com-
prised within the administrative limits of the
Urban Council, Gampola, made by the Minister
of Transport and Works ynder sections 82 and
174 of the Motor Car Ordinance, No. 45 of
1938, (as modified by the Poclamation under
section 88 (1) of the Ceylon (Constitution)
Order in Couneil, 1946, published in Gazette
Eatraordinary No. 9,778 of September 24, 1047)
which was presented on September 2, 1948, be
approved. ' -

D, Perera:

: What  do
Regulations cover? ;

these
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The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: These '

Regulations are for prohibiting lorries on
the recreation grounds within = the
administrative’ limits of the Urban
Couneil of Gampola.

Question put, and agreed to.
6.04 p.M.

‘The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Iﬁ.move,

“ That the Regulations for the area ccm-
prised within the administrative limits of tne
Munieipal = Council of - Colombo, made by the
Minister of Transport and Works under sec-
tions 82 and 174 of the Motor Car Ordinance,
No. 45 of 1938, (as modified by the Proclamation
under section 88 (1) of the Ceylon (Constitution)
Order in Council, 1946. published in (Gazelte
Extraordinary No. 9,773 of September 24, 1947)
which were presented on September 2, 1948, be
approved.’’

These Regulations ate framed under
the same sections of the Motor Car
Ordinance for one-way traffic on the high-
ways mentioned in the Regulations.
These are framed at the instance of the
Colombo - Municipal Couneil.

Question puf, and agreed to.

LOSS ON RAILWAY WORKING

6.05 .M.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

* That a supplementary sum mnot exceeding
Rupees Eighteen million (Rs. 18,000.000) * be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund for the
service of the financial year beginning on
1st October, 1947, and ending on 30th Sept-
ember, 1948, and that the said sum may be
expended as specified in the Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.

Rs.

New Head 154—Loss on Railway
Working, 1947-48.
Vote No. 1 ... 18,000,000."

Myr. Dahanayake: Will the Hon.
Minister please explain the implications
of this.

J. Kotelawala: Tt is
tears over this, Sir.
that happen.

The Hon, Sir
useless shedding
These are things

Mr. Dahanayake: The subject _of
Railway losses has become a joke with
the Ministers.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawald: Of
course, it is.

Mr. Dahanayake: To us on this side
of the House it is a very serious matter
indeed. I will not go into the question
of the general principles that an en-
lightened Government should pursue
on the question of transport. T will nob
weary the House by, reiterating the re-
marks that were made by several Mem-
bers during the Committee stage of the
Budget when it was urged that the best
method of stemming the rot that was

setting in was the unification of the.

transport system in this country.
Mr. Speaker: This matter |

discussed fully then.

Mr. Dahanayake: I will not weary the
House with those details.

Mr. Speaker: May I remind the hon.
Member that this very deficit of
Rs. 18,000,000——

Mr. Dahanayake: No, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: Oh, yes. It was men-
tioned by the Hon. Minister, and in ex-
plaining it, he said that he would be
coming before the House with a
Supplementary Vote for the deficit of
Rs. 18,000,000.

The Hon. Mr, A. Ratnayake (Minister
of Food and Co-operative Undertakings) :
It was fully debated.

Dr. Perera: We are nob going “to
debate it fully again.

Mr. Dahanayake: Are we prepared to
give the Hon. Minister this
without any discussion?

Mr. Speaker: I say the matter was
discussed. :

Mr. Dahanayake: The entire field was
not canvassed.

Mr. Speaker: This particular vote
was canvassed. Rs. 18,000,000, he
said, was the loss. He explained the
position to the House.

An Hon. Member: That was at about

8 o’clock in the evening.

Mr. Dahanayake: I am not satisfied
with”the explanation which the Hon.
Minister gave. It is a matter of the

was

money
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[Mr. Dahanayake. |

gravest concern to all of us. That con-
cern turns to anxiety when we discern
the fact that the estimated revenue of
‘the Railway has been reduced. I under-
stand that the original estimate of the
income ~ from the Railway was
Rs. 65,000,000, and the revised estimate
is Rs, 51,000,000.

Mr. Speaker: All this was discussed.
I must bring to the hon. Member’s
notice that this very mattér was
discussed.

Mr. Dahanayake: But new material
can be brought up.

Mpr.

Speaker: There is no new
material. It was the same item that
was discussed and acceepted. Hon.

Members criticized this very item.,

Mr. Dahanayake: If you will pardon
my saying so, we are called upon to pay
Rs. 18,000,000, to give a supply of
Rs. 18,000,000, on account of Railway
losses. T hope, Sir, T am correct in say-
ing that we are entitled to adduce new
arguments and to raise new points.

Mr, Speaker: By all means.

~ Mr.. Dahanayake: And help the
Government to get over the present mess
they find themselves in.

Mr. Speaker: If the arguments are
new, I will allow them, but not if they

are the same arguments that were
adduced before.

Mr. Dahanayake: You can ,take it
from me, Sir, that T will not repeat the
same arguments. :

Mr. Speaker: T will listen to the hon.
Member, and if they are new arguments
L will allow them, not if they are stale.

Mr. Dahanayake: T know, Sir, one of
the most stale things in Ceylon is the
Ceylon Government Railway. If you
want to know how stale the Ceylon Gov-
ernment Railway is, you have only got
to travel in one of the vailway
compartments.

The point that T was raising wag that
the original estimate of revenne has basi
reduced by Rs. 4,000,000, and I ask the

Hon. Minister to give us. defails, under
what different Sub-heads the decrease
has occurred. 1 ask the Hon. Minister
to tell us what was the decrease, for in-
stance, in the takings from the first and
second class passengers. I believe 1 am
correct in saying that when the Hon.
Minister and his advisers increased the
first and second class fares a couple of
months ago

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Not the third.

Mr. Dahanayake: 1t was their in-
tention to help the financial position of
the railway. But what really happened
I believe was that there was a very big
drop in the takings from the first and
second class passengers. Corresponding-
ly, the Minister expected a rise in the
takings from the third class passengers.
That expectation was never realized. I
know from personal knowledge that when
the train fares were raised, a large num-
ber of those who travelled in the third
class compartments gave up railway

travelling altogether and took to bus

travelling; just a few resorted to travel-
ling in the third class. Now, the Hon.
Minister and his advisers increased the
train fares with &4 view to helping the
financial position of the Railway, but
what really happened was that the Min-
ister and his advisers helped the busmen
of this country. T suppose that iz an
illustration of the ‘‘ efficient socialism 7,
which the Hon. Minister is never weary
of preaching to the people.

I say that it the Minister wants good
wanagement i the day-to-day working
of the Railway, he must look at the ques-
tion from the passenger’s angle. But
that is the one thing he is unable to do.
I say, as one who is fond of travelling,
fond of travelling in the crowded third
class compartments, that the best plan
for him under the present circumstances
would be to abolish all classes in the rail-
way altogether. Or, let us have an
upper and lower class alone. If you
have only two classes, you will be able
to use up the space you have today to
greater advantage than you are doing
today. A third class compartment today
is another name for a tin of sardines.
Second class compartments, on the other
hand, are sometimes as empty as vacant
spaces, T say that you must convert
all second and third class compartments
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into a general class, and you must tidy
up the compartments as quickly as pos-
sible. That would be the way to avert
financial loss in the day-to-day working
of the railway.

6.15 p.w.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: There is one
new aspeet of this question which 1
would like to place before the Hon.
Minister in the light of new develop-
ments. When we urged as an alterna-
tive, in the face of this developing loss,
the nationalization of transport and the
unification of the system of transport,
the Hon. Minister, as an alternative,
placed before this House, a plan of his
own, a system whereby he said

Mr. Speaker: That was also mentioned
in the House before.

Mr. KA. Reginald Perera: But I am

coming on to a new argument.

Mpr. Speaker: Then come to the new
argument.

Mr. K. Reginald Perera: In the light
of the new information we have, that
alternative plan is this

Mpr. Speaker: That also has been
mentioned in the House.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I am only
«agking the Minister, in view of the fact
that that alternative plan

Mr. Speaker: I must call the hon
Member to Order. All this is what
took place in the House before, a repeti-
tion of what took place a few weeks
ago. I1f the hon. Member will say
something new, as the hon. Member
tor Galle did, T will allow it, but it the
Member is going to repeat what was
<tated in the Budget Debate, I will nob
allow it.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I will only
direct one question to the Hon. Minis-
ter. In view of the failure of his
alternative plan, has he & new plan for
the future?

The Hon. Sir J, Kotelawala: Yes,
Sir. I have,

2 SEPTEMBER 1948
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6.14 p.M.

Dr. Perera: May I ask a question.
You will find in -the Observations pro-
vided to us the Hon. Minister says that
the decrease in the revenue was due to
two or three causes; that is, traffic dis-
location due to damage by the last
floods

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
The cost of petrol, the cost of coal and
everything else.

Dr. Perera: No, there were two or
three specific causes given. Againgt
this shortfall, he says he expects an in-
crease in revenue. 1 want to know why
the expected increase has not been in-
cluded. Just as much as the expected
loss has been calculated, why was not
the expected increase, as a reshlt of the
increased fares and rates which eame

‘into effect in February 1948, not cal-

culated? If the Department . is
capable of working out the loss, T
cannot understand why it cannot work
out for the same period the expected
increase of revenue. Then the House
will be in a better position to judge
what the actual loss is. But here
account has not been taken of the
expected increase.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: At present
very large sums of money are being
paid“out as overtime to Station Masters
and others. Would it not be possible to
have double shifts? .

6.15 p.M.

Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: It will be
rather difficult for me to reply without
using the same arguments as I used in
the past, although the hon. Member for
Galle has been clever enough to use the
same arguments in different words. - For
instance, he said that the third class
compartments were more patronized
than the others. That is perfectly true;
because even though the hon. Member
is given a first class ticket he prefers to
travel third. :

Mr. Dahanayake: Otherwise how
would T know how your Railway is being
run?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The

result is that there is one more in a tin

of gardines. If the hon, Member would
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[Hon. Sir J., Kotelawala. ]
only travel in the Railway in the class
that is assigned to him, I am sure there
will not be all this trouble with the
Railway.

The shortfall of Rs. 4,000,000 between
the estimated revenue of Rs. 55,000,000.
as appearing-in the printed Estimates.
and  the = anticipated revenue of
Rs. 51,000,000 was due to two reasons.
One was, owing to traffic dislocation due
to damage to the permanent way, we
- lost a lot of money by reason of the
fact that a large number of people were
deprived of the opportunity of going to
Kandy and other places. The other
was that there was a drop in the South
Indian traffic due to import restrictions.

. Then, there is 'an increase of
Rs. 500,000 between the estimated ex-
penditure as appearing in the printed

Estimates and the revised expenditure

- which is due to the large amount that we

have to pay, as hon. Members know,
for the different services such as
overtime and other expenditure.

Hon. Members asked me just now
about overtime. As you know it takes
a certain amount of time to train people
to become guards, drivers, - station
masters, and so forth. If we employed
one man to do the job of three men and
also paid him overtime for the work he
did, it will not be more expensive at the
end. But we are not going to do that.
We are going to employ more people
because it will give more employment.
- It will be a little more expensive, but
it is far better to have that system than
the system that is now in force. At the
moment people have been recruited and
are being trained. We cannot recruit
any more people because there is no
place where we could train them. So,
as people who are being trained now
get absorbed into the service, others will
be taken on in their places.

Now hon. Members spoke of a new
plan by which the Railway could be
made to pay, that is, to nationalize the
bus service. My suggestion is that, in-
stead of doing that, if we credit the bus
licence fees to revenue we will be able
to make the Railway a paying concern.

Mr. Speaker: Thé hon. Member for
Dehiowita wants to know whether the
Hon. Minister has any new scheme,

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Un-
fortunately, Sir, the papers call it a
scheme of ‘‘ window-dressing *’. At the
moment we are getting all our trains
re-conditioned and we are making a
genuine effort to get back to the Railway
its lost patrons. The hon. Member for
Galle himself said the other ‘day that
when he got into a compartment of*the
train he found it to be in the most
beautiful condition.

Mr. Dahanayake: One compartment
was clean and 25 were dirty.

Dr. Perera: The Hon. Minister. did
not answer my question. The estimated
income is supposed to be Rs. 51,000,000
but that does not include the anticipated
increase in the revenue as a result of the
increased fares and rates. So what is
the actual increase that you expect on
the anticipated increase in_revenue?
You have calculated the loss but you
have not calculated the increase of
revenue you hope to get from the
increased fares and rates.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: When
we raised our fares and rates we anti-
cipated a certain increase, I believe, "in
the neighbourhood of Rs. 7,000,000 or-
Rs. 8,000,000. But that -did not
materialise at that time owing to the
floods which damaged the permanent
way at one place, and also owing to the
import restrictions which brought about
a drop in the South Indian traffic. ;

I admit that quijte a large number of
people travel third class while others
travel second. But as everyone knows
every man naturally looks after his
pocket and we were thoughtful enough
at that time not to raise the third. class
fares because we did not want to touch _
the pockets of those people who cannot

help but travel third class. Season
ticket holders too were given the
opportunity of travelling third  elass -

instead of second.

Dr. Perera: Might T just point thig

out? s
Mr. Speaker: We are not in
Committee.

D, Perera‘: T am only trying to get a
reply to a simple question,
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My, 'Speak.e-r-: The hon. Member wants
to know whether the Minister could

have foreseen what the losses and what

the gains were going to be?
Dr. Perera: The actual revenue he

expects to realise as a result of the
increaged fares and rates.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
Rs. 18,000,000 is the difference. .

Dr. Perera: No, in addition to that.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Sir,

supplementary. provision of
Rs. 18,000,000 is required to meet the
resulting loss on the working of the
Railway this year.

Mr. Speaker: Even next year too the
Hon. Minister anticipates a loss.

Q;.lestion put, and agreed to.
« WIDENING COLOMBO-GALLE

ROAD
6.21 p.a.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: [ move,"

* That, a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees One hundred and® fifty thousand
(Rs. 150,000) be payable by way of advance
out of the Consolidated Fund for the svrvice

- of the financial year beginning on 1st October,
1947, and ending on 30th September, 1948, and
_that the said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto:—
3 Schedule.

Head: Part IV.—Loan Fund Expenditure.
o . ST
-, Item 123.—Widening Colombo-Galle
kS Road ... 150,000."
~ This is for the purpose of employing
a large number of people on the
widening of the Colombo-Galle road.

o e
* Ny

Mpr., Dahanayake: May 1 know how
many unemployed people were put on to
work -on the widening of the Colombo-
Galle road?

. The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Over
200 people.
Mr, Dahanayake: Does the Hon.

Minister think that that is going to solve
the unemployment problem?

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: That is
note going to solve the unemployment
problem. The solution is#o get money
from this House to pay these people.

Question put, and agreed to.
| 7——1T. N. 13840 (9/48)

2 SEPTEMBER 1948

NEW BRIDGE OVER THE KELANI

Supplementary Supply

GANGRH
6.22 p.M.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
“ That a supplementary sum mnof exceeding
Rupees Two hundred and twenty five thougand
(Rs. 225,000) be payable by way of advance

out of the Consolidated Fund for the service
of the financial year beginning on lst October,

1947, and ending on 30th September, 1948, and

that the said sum may be expended @s
specified in the Schedule hereto:—
' , : Schedule.
Head:* Part IV.—Loan Fund Expenditure.

Rs.
over the

Item 125.—New « Bridge '
(. 225,000,

Kelani Ganga

This is also for the same purpose:&fﬁ_haf,

is, in other words, we want t6 engage
rnore people. ok

Question put, and agreed to.

'FISHERY HARBOUR, PASSAYOOR

The Hen. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

2150

‘* That a supplementary sum not exceeding -

Rupecs  Fourteen  thousand five hundred
(Rs. 14,500) be payable by way of advance
out of the Conselidated Fund, for the service
of the financial year beginning on 1st Cctober,
1947, snd ending on 30th September, 1948, and
that the said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto:—

Schedule. TR
. Head: Part IV.—Lioan Fund Expenditure.
. Rs.
Newy' Item: “Fishery Harbour,
Passayoor 14,500.™

This is also for a similar purpose. LThe

work has to be earried out from Loan

Funds as there are mo savings available:
under any Vote. 3

Question put, and agreed to.

AKURESSA-DEDIYAGALA ROBb

6.24 p.m.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

““ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Fighteen thousand seven hundred and
thirty-seven (Rs. 18,737) be payable by way of
advance out of the Consolidated Fund for the
service of the financial year beginning on
1st Oectober, 1947, and ending on " 30th Sept-
ember, 1948, and that the said sum may be
expended as speeified in the Schedule herefo:—

Schedule.
Head: Part IV.—Loan Fund Expenditure.
Rs.

Ttem': Akuressa-Dediyagala

Road

New

Sl Ty
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[Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala. ] _

This is an advance from the Consoli-
dated Fund pending charge to Loan to
complete the work on the Akuressa-
Dediyagala road.

Question put, and agreed to.

KANNELIYA SERVICE ROAD
Bk o

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: T move,

‘ That g supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Five thousand (Rs. 5,000) bha yayable
by way of advance out of the Consolidated Fund
for the service of the financial year beginning
on lIst October, 1947, and ending «n 380th
September, 1948, and that the said sum may
be expended as- specified in the Scheduls
hereto: — :

Schedule. :
Head: Part I1V.—TLioan Fund Expenditure.
Rs.
New Item: Kanneliya Service Road .5,0(}(!_“

This is also similar to the previous
one. It is an advance from revenue
pending charge to Loan to continue
work in connection with the construction
of the Kanneliya Service road.

Dr. Perera: There is only one point T
would like to mention. The Minister in
his Observations says that the increase
‘Was mainly due to the following reasons.
It is stated that it was then intended to
provide only a culvert at this spot—

* The necessity of providing a bridge over
Donehige ela for which no provision was made in

the original estimate as it was then infended to
provide only a culvert at thig spot. '

The Minister has now completely
changed his plans and come before this
House. He must justify the change of
plan, : L

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: We learn
as-we go on, Sir.

Question put, and agreed to.

RENEWAL OF LOCOMOTIVE
BOILERS, &c.

6.25 p.m.

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

“' That this House authorizes, under sec-
tion 8 (1) of the Financial Reserves Ordinance.
No. 16 of 1944, the expenditure of a3 sum of
Rs. 5,820,000 from the special reserve Lnovn

"sum may be

as the Railway Deferred Maintenance Reserve,
on the following works:—
(1) Arrears of Renewal of
Boilers. 3
(2) Arrears of Renewal of Tiocomotives.
(3) Arrears of Renewal of Rolling Stock.
(4) Arrears of Maintenance (Permanent
Way, Bridges, Signalling  and
Buildings)."
This is for the expenditure of a sum of
Rs. 5,820,000 from the special reserve
known as the Railway Deferred Main-
tenance  Reserve on works such
as renewal of locomotive boilers,
locomotives, etec. :

Liocomotive

Dr. Perera: We are entitled to know
something about this Railway Deferred
Maintenance Reserve. What is the
total amount left in this Reserve?

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: A sum
of Rs. 23,000,000 was voted to this
Railway Deferred Maintenance Reserve;
and we keep on drawing from this
Reserve as we require, because
maintenance work was not done during
the war.

Question put, and agreed to.

P.W.D.: MAINTENANCE OF ROADS,
BRIDGES, WATERWAYS, &c,

6.26 p.u.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: 1 move,

" That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees One million five hundred tlousand -
(Rs.-1,500,000) be payable out of the (onsoli-
dated Fund for the " service of ths finaneial
year beginning on 1st October, 1947, and ending
on 30th September, 1948, and that the said
. expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.

Head 147, Public Works Department. =
Vote No. 2.—Cost of maintenance
of roads, bridges,
waterways, water-
craft, aerodromes,
Government and
rented buildings and
other public” works
including  cost of
general charges,
Government  Fac-
tory, preliminary in-
vestigations, Trans-
port and incidental
and special services
and grants in aid
to local authorities,
‘Road Committees
for roads and other -
special  grants . 1,500,000,
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This is for flood damages. At the time
this amount was included in the Budget

there was no idea as to what the total

cost of the damage would be. We did
not know, for a matter of that, when
the floods would come.

Question put, and agreed to.

P.W.D.: COST OF LIYING
ALLOWANCE

6.27 .M.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Seven hundred and fifty thousand
(Rs. 750,000) be payable out of the Consolidated
Fund for the service of the financial vear be-
ginning on 1st Oectober, 1947, and ending on
30th September, 1948, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the BSchedule
hereto: — '

Schedule.

Head 147, Public Works Department.
Rs.

Vote No. 2.—Cost of Maintenance
of roads, bridges
waterways, water-

A eraft, aerodromes,
(Government and rent-
ed  buildings, and
other Public Works
including cost of gene-
ral charges, Govern-
ment Factory, preli-
minary investigations.
transport and Ineci-
dental and special
services and Grants-
in-aid to Liocal Autho-
rities, Road Com-
mittees for roads and

ofher special grants 750,000."

This sum of Rs. 750,000 is required to
meet the Cost of Living Allowance.

Dr. Perera: Is it only the Cost of
Living Allowance? -

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Yes.

Question put, and agreed to.

WORKING EXPENSES OF
ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT

6.28 p.M.
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees One million four hundred and seven
thousand six hundred and twenty-cight
(Rs. 1,407,628) be payable out of the Consol-
dated ‘Fund for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1st October, 1947, and ending on
30th September, 1948, and that ihe’sad 'sum
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may be expended as specified in the Schedule

hereto:—
Schedule.

Part IIT.—Electrical Undertakings. 3
5.
Vote No. 1.—Working expenses of
the Department ... 1,407,628."
This is to smeet the working expenses of
the Fleetrical Department. This
amount of money is required as fuel,
oil, and other things have gone up in
price. Actually we have not lost any
thing, because we have increased the
charges for electricity.

Question put, and agreed to.

NEW COURT HOUSES AT KALU-
TARA, PANADURA, GAMPAHA
AND MOUNT LAVINIA.

6.29 ».m. :
The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

‘* That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Highty thousand and thirty (Rs. 80,030)
be payable by way of advance out of the Con-
solidated Fund for the service of the financial
year beginning on 1lst October, 1947, and ending
on 30th September, 1948, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the Schedule
hereto:—

Schedule.
Head: Part IV.—Loan Fund Expenditure.
Rs.
Item 12.—New  Court-houses at
Kalutara, Panadura,
Gampaha and Mount
Lavinia 80,030."
This  Supplementary Iistimate is
necessary for the construction of new

Court-houses at Kalutara, Panadura,
Gampaha and Mount Lavinia. A start
has already been made with these build-
ings and it is necessary that the work
should be expedited. It is for that
purpose that this sum of money
is required.
Question put, and agreed to.

REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS TO
“ SRAVASTI "
6.30 p.n.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,

““That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Fifty thousand (Rs. 50,000) be payable
by way of advance out of the Cousolidated
Fund for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1lst October, 1947, and ending on
30th September, 1948, and that the suid sum
may be expended as specified in the Bchednle
hereto: —

Schedule.
Head: Part IV.—Loan Fund BExpenditure.
Rs.
Ttem 129.—Repairs and alterations
to " Bravasti™ 50.,000.""
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[Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala. ]
This Supplementary Hstimate has

been brought up at the special request
of the hon. Member for Galle

Mr. Dahanayake: Not at all.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: to
make some of the Members more
comfortable.

6.31 p.M.

Mr. Dahanayake: T rise to oppose this

Supplementary Estimate. This. was
never initiated at the special request of
‘the hon. Member for Galle, I can assure
hon, Members.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: For the
benefit of hon. Members.

Mr. Dahanayake: The Hon. Minister
will remember that I originally proposed
that ‘° Sravasti '’ should be taken over
by Government for a more useful pur-
pose than as a hostel for Members of
Parliament. I suggested that it should
be used as a Children’s Hospital, and 1
am still of that view. ;

The Hon, Sir J. Kotelawala: Old
men’s hospital.’ :

Mr. Dahanayake: I will explain to
hon. Members, if they will have a little
patience at this late hour, why 1 oppose
this Vote. The original estimate for re-
.~ pairs to °° Sravasti’’ was a lakh of
rupees.

Mr. Speaker: There was no estimate.
The sum asked for was Rs. 137,000, and
out of that Rs. 37,000 was cut out and
only a lakh was given.

Mr. Dahanayake:
another Rs. 50,000. T want to put a
plain question before Government. The
accommodation that is available at
** Sravasti '’ is for about 50 guests.

Mr. Speaker: Thirty-seven.

Me. l?ahanayake: No, Sir.. According
to my judgment, it can house about 50
guests. The highest number that it had

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Supplementary Supp
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housed~ last month-—last month could
have been considered the peak period—
was only about 30 persons. 1 ask whe-
ther the Government 18 justified n
maintaining an institution that can
house just 30 or 40 guests. Is it no“f
throwing away money on that venture:
I do nob 'say that you have thrown
monev -away on the purchase and the
1'e-1'1"1r;deﬂin;;; of “‘ Sravasti b}lt 1 d_o
say that, if you persist in using this
building as a hostel for M.Ps, you ought
{o see that all the available space 13
used up.

When we adjourn Parliament today or
tomorrow for two and a half months,
you will probably have only two guests
staying at ‘° Sravasti’ Therefore, 1
say that in view of the fact that we
have spent such a large sum of money
on the purchase of the building and also
such large sums of money on re-model-
ling it, it should be used for a better
and more profitable purpose. It should
be used for a worthier purpese, parti-
cularly, at a time when there is eon-
gestion in our hospitals, in our slums
and so on, and when the value of space
and fooms has risen up very much

indeed. For those reasons I am sorry
that I am unable to support this
Motion.

Dr. Perera:
opposed the use of
hostel for M.Ps. .

We have consistently
‘* Sravasti ' as a

The Hon. Mr.. D. S. Senanayake:
You are not occupying the building?

" Dr. Perera: No.

Mr. Dahanayake: The Government is

exploiting the position.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: What
about you? :

Dr. Perera: I do not think it was
mentioned even in the last Budges
Debate that it was going to cost the
Government about two lakhs of rupees
for this purpose. Does this not amount
to an extra two lakhs for the full repairs?
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The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala:» No, it
only amounts to Rs. 50,000. '

Dr. Perera: The total cost is
Rs. 150,000. T am, on principle,
opposed to this vote.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: There is
one point which I should like to stress.
That is that *‘ Sravasti ' is not a place
out of which we can make money. It
1s a convenience for hon. Members who
have been sent to represent the country
in this House. If we are to make
money on every venture, or on every
undertaking, we might as well sell
tickets for our galleries here. We do
not do that because money is not the
only consideration. We must have a
place which is sufficiently worthy of the
representatives of this. country; we
cannot force people to go and stay at
“* Sravasti *’; we know that the hon.
Member for Ruwanwella, on prineiple,
does not wish to associate himself with
anybody else except himself.

Dr. Perera: That is not what 1
stated. .

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Perhaps
the hon. Member has a beffer place to
stay in than * Sravasti . He is one
of those lucky persons.

* The hon. Member for Galle, if 1 re-
member right, made a speech at
‘“ Spavasti ”° the other day and said
that the amenties there were. not
sufficient. I may say, in fairness to
him, that that was an after-dinner
speech that he made. But,k he also
wanted a lift in the building to take

him upstairs.

Mr, Dahanayake: The one thing that
was needed you have not provided.

Quesfion put.

Mr. Dahanayake: Divide.

Mr. Speaker: Are you serious?

Mr. Dahanayake: The Governmgnt
Benches are rather depleted, and I think
we may secure a victory.

2 SEPTEMBER 1948
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Mpr. Speaker: The Members are all in*E
this building. : ' T
Question put, and agreed to.

HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME,
STAGE I.

6.85 p.M.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: I move,
‘““ That a supplementary sum not exceeding

Rupees Nine million four hundred and nine- _

teen thousand 'eight hundred and eighty-nine
(Rs. 9,419,889) be payable by way of advance
out of the Consolidated Fund for the service
of the financial year beginning on 1st October,
1947, and ending on 80th September, 1948,
and that the said sum may be expended as
specified in the Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.
Rs.
Head: Part IV.—Lioan Hund Ex-
diture.
New Item: Hydro-Electric Scheme,

Stage I. ... 9,419,889 7

This sum of money is required from Loan
Fund Expenditure. It is to meet this
vear's expenditure on the Hydro-electric
scheme. 1 do not want to give the
details because I am expecting all hon.
Members to see it for themselves ,on
the 1st of October. They will then be
able to see how well the money has
been spent.

Dr. Perera: If you do not mind, may
I ask one question? The hon Minister,
in his observations, has stated that the
final revised estimate has gone up to
Rs. 50,000,000. That is an increase on
the original Estimates. I do not know
whether he can give us some
explanation for the increase.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: The
original estimate was for Rs. 20,000,000.
That is divided into different sections.
Now, hon. Members know that articles
have gone up in price. The rupee has

gone up by three times its wvalue.
Therefore, if they will multiply
Rs. 20,000,000 by 38 they will get

Rs. 60,000,000. In this way they will
see that we have .not lost but saved
Rs. 10,000,000. I shall give the hon.
Member details. The expansion works
were estimated at Rs. 3,000,000; it is
the same as the original figure. The cost
of expansion of the Watawala works too
remaing the same. The Civil Engineering
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| Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala. |

section  was estimated to cosb
Rs. 7,000,000. Now it is to be finished
at  Rs. 26,000,000. The pipe was

astimated fo be done for Rs. 1,200,000.
Now it is to be done for Rs. 2,700,000.
The cost of iron, steel, and so on, has
risen. Section C of the electrical plant
was to cost Rs. 2,600,000; it is now to
cost Rs. 5,700,000. In section D the
copper has gone up in price. Then,
there is departmental expenditure which
" we never anticipated because we were
giving out work to contractors. What
we spent on contracts we saved by the
Department doing the work now which
comes to Rs. 4,000,000. The total in
this way comes to Rs. 50,000,000. If
we want to start the work today it would
cost us Rs.- 90.000.000. So, we have
saved Rs. 50,000,000.

/

Dr, T have one question

more,

Perera :

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: Is it
possible to answer questions as the hon.
Member asks? :

Dr. Perera: In view of this increased
cost, could the Hon. Minister work out
the new cost to the consumer? 1
remember that at our original discussion
we had a certain rough. idea of the cost.
The country would like to know what
the position is today.

The Hon. Sir J. Kotelawala: When
the tariff comes, we will have to do that.

Question put, and agreed.

CROWN LANDS ORDINANCE
REGULATIONS

6.39 p.M.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move,

‘“ That the Regulations made by the Minister
of Agriculture and Lards under Sections 94
and 95 of the Crown Liands Ordinance, No. 8
of 1947, as modified by the Proclamation under
Section 88 (1) of the Ceylon (Constitution)
Order in  Council, 1946, published in Gazette
Eaxtraordinary No. 9,773 of September 24, 1947,

which were presented on August 24, 1948, be
approved.”’ ,
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Certaine regulations had to be made
under the Crown Lands Ordinance, and
a portion of the Ordinance was held up
till the regulations were passed. There
are s number of these Regulations. 1
do not think it is necessary for me to go
through all of them.

6.40 p.M.

Major Oldfield: I should like to refer
the Hon. Minister to Regulation No. 14
which deals with the foreshore and to
ask him whether he can give us some
information as to what is meant by
‘« foreshore ’ under these Regulations.

I have raised the question because
that Regulation is intended to work in
such a way as to counteract erosion.
The matter to which I particularly refer
is erosion not entirely caused by the
sen. It is caused, as hon. Members
know, to a very great extent by wind.
In some of the biggest deserts of South
Africa and in the prairies of America
this is caused by the grazing of cattle.
Very close to where I live, the erosion
at the moment is about 1 to 1} feet per
week. During the last two months 19
feet have gone. I would submit that
that is not entirely due to the action of
the sea. It is due to the action of wind
and that erosion is due to a large num-
ber of stray cattle which graze on what
I call the waters. Theré is nothing to
grow on that foreshore, with the result
‘that the stray cattle roam about in
gsearch of food and there is nothing to
protect the land from the wind. 1
should like to know whether the fore-
shore would cover a case of that sort.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
With regard to Negombo itself, the
trouble about the place is not quite the
winds as the wall that has been put to
protect the portion of land. The further

you extend that wall the worse will it be

for the land towards Katunayake and
the other places. I believe such a situ-
ation has arisen more because of the
action of the authorities there. The
foreshore certainly includes the portiou
of land whiech the hon. Member men-

tioned- That is the shore that is on
the other side. g

Major Oldfield: If the Hon. Minister
can send his experts to that particular
part of the land, they will be able to see
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whether there is vegetation and .whether
with it the land will hold up better. It
is a very serious problem and a matter
for experts to deal with.

Mr. Dahanayake: What is the acreage
involved?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
That matter can be looked into. As a
matter of fact, the Ministry is consider-
ing legislation as regards soil erosion all
over the Island. We-are getting out a
Motion to have legislation specially pro-
pared for the whole of the Island in
regard to soil erosion.

. Question put, and agreed to.

GIRLS’'- FARM SCHOOL,
KUNDASALE

6.44 ‘P.M.I

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move,—

‘“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Ten (Rs. 10) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund for the service of the financial
ear beginning on 1st October, 1947, and end-
ing on 30th September, 1948, and that the said
sum may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto:—

Schedule.

Head 71, Department of Agriculture.

. Vote No. 1.—Sslaries and Bxpenses of
the Department of Agri-
culture including the cost
of Agricultural educa-
tion, Hxperiment, &ec. ... 10
(Token Vote)."

This money is required for the Kunda-
sale Farm School. The token vate 1s
asked for because the money is there.
It was necessary to bring this particu-
lar token vote for this extra sum of
money because the original salary scales
'which were advertised were not sufficient
to get the proper type of person we
wanted. Therefore, we had to increase
the salary scales. The money 18
available.

2 SEPTEMBER 1948
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Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: I wish to raise
a question on this matter. The Hon.

Minister has brought this Estimate be-

fore the House because the salary scales
previously advertised were mnot ade-
quate. I do not know the reason why
he has not received applications for these
posts.

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
It is provided in this year’'s Budget.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: There is a
serious anomaly in the salary for the de-
monstrators. The commencing salary
of Rs. 150 is really much more than
what a Senior Supervisor in the -De-
partment of Industries, having twenty
years’ experience, gets. The maximum
salary of a senior supervisor, after 20
years’ service is only Rs. 140.

The Hon. Mr. D. 8. Sé.nanayal-:e:

My hon. Friend should realise that these

teachers work with children who do not

attend ordinary schools. These children
have already gone fo school and learnt
from other instructors. It is after that
that they go to this particular school.
If my hon. Friend comes to this school,
he will not start at the very beginning.
He will have to start somewhere higher

up.

Mr. Wilmot A. Perera: That is just
the point I was making.

Dr. Perera: Were these

Public Service Commission?
The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

In consultation with the Public Service
Commission.

Dr. Perera:
Department itself?

Appointed the

by

The Hon. Mr. D. 6. Senanayake:
Yes.

Question put, and agreed to.

2162

peoI)le--
appointed by the Department or by the
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T|I' IDALLAWELA ANICUT AND
! CHANNELS, ATTANAGALA-
£ OYA SCHEME |

i 6.47 p.M.

. The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
| I move,

'l " That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Sixty thousand (Rs. 60,000) be payable
I by way of advance out of the Consolidated Fund
for the service of the financial year beginning
on 1st October, 1947, and ending on 30th Sept-
ember, 1948, and that the said sum may be
[ expended as specified in the Schedule hereto:—

2

Schedule.

. L] Rﬂ.
bl Head: Part IV.—Lioan Fund Xx-

-1 penditure,

4 . Item 18.—Idallawela  Anicut and
Channels, Attanagala-
oya Scheme 60000

This extra sum 18 needed for continu-
ing the Attanagala-oya scheme.

- Mr. Kanagaratnam: This is s loan to
the Coconut Research Scheme.

' Dr. Perera: That is the next Estimate.
Question put, and agreed to.

 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(LOAN TO COCONUT RESEARCH.
BOARD)

6.48 p.m.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, '

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
‘Rupees Fifty Thousand (Rs. 50,000) be payable
out of the Consolidated Fund for the service of
&he- financial year beginning on 1st October,
947, and ending on 30th September, 1948, and
that the said sum may b expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto:— -

: Schedule.
Re.
Head 71, Department of Agriculture,

o Vote No. 1.—Salaries and expenses

of the Department of
Agriculture including
cost of Agricultural
Hducation, = Exzperi-
ment, &ec. . 50,000

The Board of Management of the
Coconu Research Board has under con-
sideration the acquisition of a block of

land for the esgential development of
the Board's experimental work.
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Section 5 (1) of the Coconut_ Research
Ordinance, Chapter 303, provides for a
loan of Rs. 200,000. So far the Boa_rd
has been granted two loans,—Rs. 100,000
in September, 1932, and Rs. 50,000 in
October, 1937. These loans have been
repaid and this vote is to provide for
a further loan of Rs. 50,000.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: This being a loan,
why should it not be debited to an Ad-
vance Account, instead of to a Vote?
There is no necessity to create a \ote
in order to grant this loan. It should
properly be debited to an Advance
Account.

The Hoh. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

They have to repay it by a certain time.

Mr. Kanagaratnam: When vou debit
the loan to a Vote it becomes outright
expenditure., If you give the loan out
of an Advance Account, when repay-
ment 1s made, the debit ta the Advance
Account,will be liquidated. There is no
necessity for a Vote.

Dr. Perera: The Coconut Board has
enough money. It does not know what
to do with it——

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:
No.

Dr. Pereras Yes. The complaint of
some  people is that the Coconut
Board

The Hon. -Mer. Dudley Senanayake:
This is a loan to the Coconut Research
Board. The Coconut Board is a
different body,

The Hon, Mr. Suntharalingam: This
is under a separate Ordinance.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
The Coconut Board and the Coconut;
Research Scheme are two different
institutions.

Dr, Perera: The complaint is that the
Coconut Board is sifting or its haunches

(doing nothing.

Question put, and agreed fto.
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RUBBER THEFTS (AMENDMENT)
‘ BILL

- Order for Second Reading read.

6.50 p.m. .

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, *° That the Bill be now read a
Second time.”’

This is a formal Bill. In terms of
Section 7 (1) of the Rubber Thetts Or-
dinanee it is unlawful for any licensed
‘dealer to purchase or to take delivery
of wet rubber. There is at present a
~demand for latex for making sole crepe
rubber goods. Section 7 (1) (¢) of the
Rubber Thefts Ordinance is amended to
permit the purchase of wet rubber by
manufacturers of sole crepe rubber goods
made for purposes of export.

. The opportunity has also been taken
to make some necessary amendments in

the Rubber Thefts Ordinance.
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move that the Bill be referred to a
Committee of the whole House.

Question put, and agreed to.

Considered in Committee.

[MR. SpeAker in the Chair.|

Clauses 1 to 6 ordered to stand part of
the Bill.

Enacting Clause ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported, without Amendment.

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
I move, ‘“ That the Bill be now read

the Third time.” :
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time
and passed.

%+

ELECTRIFICATION OF PALAVI

SALTERN
6.59 P.M:
The Hon. Mr. Sittampalam: I
move,

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Ten (Rs. 10) (Token :Vote].bc payable
by way of advance out of the Congolidated Fqnd
for the Service of the finaneial year beginning
on let October, 1947, and ending on 30th Sept-
ember, 1948, and that the said sum may be
expended as specified in the Schedule hereto:—

2
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(Amendment) Bill 2166
Sehedule.
: Rg..
Head Part IV.—Toan Fund Bxpenditure.
Ttem 89.—Hlectrification of Elephant Pass
Saltern 10

(Token : .W.."ote)-' ;

This is to provide for the electrificgbion
of the Palavi saltern. :

AN

The Hon. Mr. D. S. Senanayake:

We have to put in the words ** token ¥

vote '’ here. :

Mpr. Speaker: They are here.

Question put, and agreed fo.

POSTAL AND TELECOMMUNICA-

TION SERVICE (COST OF
LIVING ALLOWANCE)

6.54 p.M. .-
The Hon. Mr, . Sittampalam: I
move, -

“ ‘' That a supplementary sum not exceeding
Rupees Fifty Thousand only (Rs. 50,000) be
payable out ofgthe Consolidated Funa for the

service of the financial year beginning on 1st
October, 1947, and ending on 30th September,

. AT
gl oyl o

i R

s gl

or L B oy Ll.:—.-'_' —

1948, and that the said sum may be expended -

as specified in the Schedule hereto:—
Schedule.

Head 140,

. Vote No. 1.—Salaries and HExpenses
of the Department of
Postal and Telecom-
‘munication Services,
including  cost  of
working, mainten-
. ance, &c. s = HBOR0ES

The cost of living allowanece has
caused an excess of Rs. 1,700,000.

There are savings anticipated on other
sub-heads,; amounting to Rs. 1,650,000,

and with this supplementary vote of

Rs. 50,000 we hopé to meet the extra
expenditure.

Question put, and agreed to.

COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY
BILL

Order for Second Reading read.

6.55 .M.

Mr. G. R. de Silva (Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Justice):
I move, that the Bill *‘ to enable the
appointment of Commissions of Inquiry,
to preseribe their powers and procedure,
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‘powers.

 be deemed to be a judicial

2167 Commissions of

[Mr. G. R. de Silva.] -
to facilitate the performance of their
functigns, and to make provision for
matters connected with or incidental to
the aforesaid matters '’, be now read a
Second time.

This Bill is considered necessary as
the Commissions of Inquiry Ordinance
of 1872 has been found wanting in
certain respects. In fact, a Special
Bill had to be passed to help the
Bribery Commission to carry on its
work. The Bill now before the House
makes it possible for proper Commissions
of Inquiry to be appointed. This Bill
enlarges the powers of Commissions of
Inquiry.

I do not want to go into details, but
Members to certain
clauses of this Bill.

Clause 7 gives additional powers to
Commissions of Inquiry. At present
these Commissions have very limited
Sub-clause (e) gives a Commis-
sion power to admit or exclude members
of the public from an inquiry.

Clause 8 makes members of a Com-
mission of Inquiry public servants within

- the meaning of the Penal Code, and

provides that,—

. every inquiry under this Aect shall
_ proceeding within
the meaning of that Code.”

Clause 9 is important. It provides
that every offence of contempt committed
againgt or in disrespect of the authority
of a Commission appointed under this
Act shall be punishable by the Supreme
Court or any Judge thereof.

Clause 12 is also important. Tt gives
to  witnesses certain privileges which
they do not have under the existing
Ordinance. A witness will be entitled—.

Sher SEYIEN to all the privileges to which a
witness giving evidence before a court of law
is entitled in respect of evidence given by him
before such court.’ :

Clause 15 provides that on the con.
clusion of any inquiry under this Bill,
and on the recommendation of the
Commission, the Minister may award to
any person whose conduct has been the

~ subject of such inquiry or who has been

in any way implieated or concerned in
the matter under Inquiry such sum. of
money as the Minister may specify to
meet the costs and expenses incurred by

such person in connexion with the
inquiry. '

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Clause 20 empowers the Governor-
General to vest in members of any
Committee appointed to investigate
charges framed against an officer in the
Public  Service, the powers of a
Commission of Inquiry.

This Bill, as I said earlier, enlarges
the powers of Commissions of Inquiry.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

Mr. G. R. de Silva: This is a Bill
sent up by the Senate. :

Dr. Perera: It will have to go before
a Standing Committee.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: This

Bill has been passed by the Senate.

Mr. Speaker: We have to go into
Committee to pass it.

Mr. G. R. de Silva: I move that the
Bill be referred to a Committee of the
whole House.

Question put, and agreed to.
Considered in Committee.

| MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

7.01 p.m.

Dr. Perera: Some of us did not get
copies of this Bill. T only saw the Bill
just now. _

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Tt was
circulated.

The Chairman: This Bill is in keeping
with what we passed a short time ago.

Clauses 1 to 21 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

Enacting Clause ordered to stand part
of the Bill. '

Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported, without Amendment.

Mr. G. R. de Silya: T move, ‘‘ That
the Bill be now read the Third time.""

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time -
and passed. : '
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Adjournment

ADJ OUR}.TMENT

Motion made, and Question proposed,
““ That this House do now adjourn.’’—
[Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike. |

7.08 P.M.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I wish to
bring to the notice of the Hon. Minister
of Health and Local Government a letter
addressed by one of his departmental
Heads to a young doector who has applied
to enter the Government Service. I will
read the relevant paragraph of that
letter—it is a very short paragraph:

“If you decline to accept this offer to join
- the preventive side of the Department, I regret
to inform you that you will be discontinued
~ from your present acting appointment in the
Department, and no appointment under Govern-
ment can be given in the future. If no reply
is received in this office on or before the 17th
August 16 will be presumed that you decline to

accept the offer, and action will be taken in
terms of paragraph 3."

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is the letter
that has been written by the Head of the
Department to a young doctor who has
applied to enter Government Service.

The Hon, Mr. Bandaranaike: Quite
" right. '

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: I think this
i because a young doctor asked for the
conditions of service. I think this is
a very insolent document. You cannot
recruit doctors at the point of the knife.
This young man wanted information re-
garding his chances in the Department,
and this is the type of reply sent.

Mpr. Speaker: Is this the original
letter?

Mr. K. Reginald Perera: Copy of the
letter.

The Hon. Mr. Jayewardene: Is the
hon. Member Tabling it?

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: Yes, I will
Tgble it.. This is a letter which the
Hon. Minister is aware of.

7.00 p.M.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: That
letter has been sent on my explicit
* instructions, and I will explain-why;

2 SEPTEMBER 1948

Adjournment

The difficulty has arvisen in the past of
recruiting doctors, Medical Officers of
Health, and so on, to serye on the pre-
ventive side with the result that on the
preventive side the Department has
continued for many years with nob
much more than 50 per cent. of the fixed
cadre appearing in the Estimates. I
therefore, in order to deal with that
situation, directed the Director of Medi-
cal and Sanitary Services to take this
action when doctors are passing out—a
certain number, let us say 40—from the
Faculty of Medicine. We decide at
that stage the proportion that we want
on the curative side and the proportion
we want on the preventive side. If we
want 30 doctors on the curative side and
10 on the preventive side, we inform
them of that fact and ask them to apply-
What happens is that hardly anyone
applies generally on the preventive side.
Then, at that stage, we choose and malke
an offer to ten applicants that we want
to recruit

Mr;

2170

Dahanayake: How do you
choose?
The Hon, Mr. Bandaranaike:
Generally, this is the basis. Those ab

the top are taken for the curative side
and the ten at the bottom are offered
posts on the preventive side. And we
tell them—according to the terms of the
letter read—‘* We are offering you this
post. Here, accept it. If you do not
accept we are very sorry we cannt then
recruit you into the Department on the
curative side *’. If that is not done, at

any time will it ever be possible to have

the necessary eadré on the preventive
side? That is the only step possible,
and I am trying to increase the salaries
of Medical Officers of Health to make
the posts more attractive so that we can
get the necessary cadre.

Dr. Perera: The plan the
Minister imposes is this.

Hon.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Dr. Perera: With your permission
can I ask a question?

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: May
T say this? That letter was issued on
my instructions.
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‘Mp, A. Regdinald Perera: But not your
language.

The Hon. Mr. Bandaranaike: The
- hon. Member says it is insolent. 1 do
- nof think there is anything particularly
_insolent. The conditions are merelv
stated—'‘ You are offered this post. It
you do not want it we cannot take you
~on' to Government ''. That is the
- situation that has arisen. There is no
_other suitable way in which the situation
“could have been met.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Dr. Perera: This man asked for the
conditions of gervice.

Mr. A. Reginald Perera: And thlcs is
the letter he received.

* Question _'{)th_. and agreed to.

Adjourned accordingly at
7.10 p.m., until 2' p.M., on
Tuesday, November 23, 1948,
pursuant to the Resolution of
the House this Day.

e[
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: Allotment 61’ land given to Mr, Banda, Government and included in a F-OI’GS{";_'}'

Written Answers

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Writlen Answers 2 SEPTEMBER 1948 '

A

Registrar of Inamaluwa
224/48. Mr. Tenne: Will the Minister

of Agriculture and Lands sfate:
(@) Whether he is aware that
the allotment of land given to
Mr. Banda, Registrar of  Ina-
maluwa, under the Land Develop-

ment Ordinance has been damaged by
pits being cut to provide earth for the
channel at Fhetullawewa? (b) Whether
he will take action to have the pits filled
g0 that Mr. Banda may make use of the
land?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:
(¢) No pits have been cut out in the
allotment referred to. It is correct that
earth was taken from this allotment but
it was done with the owner's consent.

(b) Does not arise:

Communal Chenas at Digampathaha
225/48. Mpr. Tenne: Will the Minister

the land
chenas

that given

those

and
of

Reserve
in lien 18

(b) Whether he will

vears to come?

take immediate steps to release the
communal chenas included in the Forest
Reserve or allocate a suitable alternate
block of land for chena cultivation from

July this year?

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake: .
(a) Certain villagers of Digampathaha
claimed paraveni chenas in lot 1 in
I'. S. P. P. 44, They withdrew their 3
was declared the
The land seb
apart for use as chenas in lieu of these
claims is not now suitable for chenaing

claims and the lof
property of the Crown.

owing to clearings effected by the
Military in  conmnexion  with  the
construction of an Aerodrome.

. (b) The Assistant Government Agent
has been asked to consider the possibility -
of meeting the demand for chena by -
alienating land mapped out for village
expansion under the Land Development

Ordinance.

Minor Village Irrigé;tion Works

of Agriculture and Lands state:
(@) Whether he is aware - that
the corfimunal chenas of the people
of Digampathaha were tfaken by”
341/48.

to spend

the Assistant Government Agent, Matale, during 1945-19487?

Mr. Tenne: Will the Minister of Agriculture and Lands state: (a) What
minor village irrigation works for which the Assistant Government Agent is authorised -
without reference to the Irrigation Department have been put in hand by -
(b) How much has’

nof
suitable for chenaing for a number of |

A

been put on each of such works? (¢) What works are proposed: to be put in han_d-"-_“

in 19497

The Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake:

(a) & (b).
Nayme oF WORK. Amount Spent.
: Rs. 0.
1945-46. Nil (do .funds provided). '
1948—47. Allocation Rs. 5,000.
Warakamure channel, clearing earthslip and repairing & 421 80
Koskanuyaya Ammuna, repairing breach T 359 60
Pallewela Tank, earth work in repairing bund ... 1,717 84
Dissawage Kudawewa, earth work in repairing bund 1,230 00
Padiwita Channel, clearing slit 245 00
Thalamure Anicut, repairing breach 146 00
Thimburiattawela Tank, repairs to bund 631 00

4,761 24

;
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~1
ot

Name of Worlk.

1947-48, Allocation Rs, 26,000.

<lhalamure Anicut, repairs to Channel and Bund ...
Pahala-oya breach repair S

Akarahaduwa Channel, clearing and desilting
Koskandapola breach repair

Medapihilla Amuna trough

Walliwela Amuna breach repair

Hiruwela Anicut breach repair

Mellagolla Channel, repairing breaches and clearing
Malhewa Amuna breach repair

Nadeniya Channel repairing breaches

Dorakumbura Pathaha, clearing and repairing
Dewalekumbura Halangodakotuwa breach repair
Walakumbura Channel clearing and repairing breaches
Diggala Anicut, provision of planks

Ithekumbura Amuna breach repair ...
Kumbualoluwa-Kosgolla Amuna, repairs to breaches, &ec.
Oggaamuwa Tank, repairs to breaches in bund
Bogambara Channel repairs

Kalugala Channel, desilting and repairs

Audella Pahala Amuna, desilting and repairs
Helambagahawatta and Radawela Anicuts, provision of planks
Naranliyadda breach repairs

Hulangamuwa Amuna, repairs

Rattot&welyaya Amuna and Channel repairs
Rajjammana- -Leenipitiya Anicut planks
Aranchchiwela Ela repairs

Thalakumbura Flood Bund

Paravane Amuna and Channel repairs

Naddeniya Amuna I.. B. Channel repairs
-Rajjammana Channel repairs

Pallegedara Amuna repairs A

Gamawela Amuna, Puwa-]_{pitiya-, repairs

Wehigala Trough

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Written Answers

Amount Spent.

Rs. ec.

634 50
86 25
175 00
387 00

- 150 00
625 00
600 00
1.508 30
082 72
1,050 00
290 95
300 00
477 50
255 00
760 00
2,300 00*
2,290 00*
1,125 00*
1,500 00*
1,740 00*
356 00*
150 00*
225 00*
750 00*
320 00*
575 00*
738 BO*
2,498 00*
775 004
935 00+
1,110 00¢
2,500 00+
1,850 004

2176

{c) ; I"ROPOSALS FoR 1948-49,

Name of Scheme. Estimated Cost.

Matale South.

Rs. e.
1. Rajjammaha Anicut repairs ... ; o 1,937 00
2. Ralapathwela Irrigation Channel retaining wall 715 00
.t‘u Thalamure Anicut Flood Protectlon bund 1,062 00

Matale North. ]

1. Mukalana Anicut, closing leaks 82 00
2. Kanagala Tank repairing breach 330 00
3. Gamewews Embulambc retaining wall at spill .. 310 00
4. Bellanoya Tank, spill planks ... 720 00
5. Galapitawewa, Embulambe, rubble walls to prevent scouring and leaks ... 730 00
6. Mahawewa Embulambe, desiliing channel . 800 00

TR .
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Name of Scheme,

SEPTEMBER 1948

Written Answers 2178 \.

Estimated Co.st_.

Rs. e.
7. Gamewewa Embulambe, desilting channel 1,028 50,
8. Kalugala Anicut retaining wall 1,308.00
. 9. Pahalaamuna Channel, Nalanda, retaining wall 1,343 00
10, TIllukwelawewa Channel 1,550 00
11. Siyambalawewa, Digampathaha Inlet Channel 2,486 00
12. Koragahagollawewa, Alutwewa channel cutting 2,376 00
13. Aswedduma Amuna, Kandalama retaining wall 340 56
Matale East.
1. Bambaragahawatta BEla Potawa 390 00
2. Udawela Potawa 440 00
3. Millagahawela Potawa 1,200 00
4, Karamane Anicub 1,002 00
3. Gammadu-oya-Kumbaloluwa Anicut 1,530 00
6. Pubbarawela Ela breach 590 00

* Work in hand, not completed.
4 Advertised for tenders.

Works will be taken up from those marked ‘4’ up to available balance in the allocation.

Tea Seed Exports

385/48. Mr. V. G. W. Ratnayaka:
Will the Minister of Commerce and
Trade state: What quantity of Tea Seed
was exported on licences during the
years 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1947, and
1948 to the end of July (a) for experi-

mental purposes? (b) for any other
purposes?
The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:
1943 (a) and (b) Nil.
1944 (@) and (b) Nil.
1945 (a) Nil.
(b) 800
1946~ (a) 3 Ib.
(b) Nil.
1947 (a) Nil.
(b) 80 Ib.
*1948 (a) and (b) Nil.

* Up to July.

Coconut Poonac Exports

386/48. Mr. Y. G. W. Ratnayaka:
Will the Minister of Commerce and
Trade state: What quantity of coconut
poonac was exported from Ceylon in
1946, 1947 and 1948 to the end of July?
Suntharalingam :

The Hon. Mr.

1946 — Nil.
1947 — 27,785 cwt.
1948 — 96,728 cwt. end of July

Permits for Export of Coconut Poonac

- 387/48. Mr. Y. G. W. Ratnayaka:
Will the Minister of Commerce and
Trade state: (a)
permits were issued for 1,000 tons and
over of coconut poonac? (b) How many
export permits were issued for quantities
of 500 tons to 1,000 tons? (c¢) How

‘many export permits were issued for

quantities under 200 tons?

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:

(@) Five (5). :

(b) Two (2).

(e) Nil:

Tea Exports

388/48. Mr. V. G. W. Ratnayaka:
Will the Minister of Commerce and
Trade state: (a) - What quantity of Tea
was exported during the years 1946,
1947 and 1948 to the end of July?
(b) How much of these was exported by
Ceylonese in each year? (¢) How much
was exported by foreigners?

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalinggm:
(a) 1946 — 291,775,051 1b.

1947 — 287,259,020 1b.

*1948 — 185,724,466 Ib.
(b) 1946 — 595,270 1b.

1947 — 553,025 b,

*7948 — 583,064 1b.

(c) 1946 — 291,179,781 1b.
1947 — 286,705,995 .1b.
*1948 — 185,141,402 Ib. .

* Up to July.

How many export
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Tea Expofters in Ceylon
389/48., Mr. VY. G, W. Ratnayaka:

Will the Minister of Commerce and
Trade state: (¢) How many exporters
of Tea are now trading in tea in Ceylon?
(b) How many of them are foreigners?

t (¢) How many of them are Ctvlouese"‘

¥

The Hon. Mr. Suntharalingam:
e 113

L (L) 95
B (o 18-
E _ -It

I': ‘.. ~ =

e

Y-

-I -

e

& '
. ,

{’ - ’

i} - {

g
J} : S .
S, ®
B s 2
8 : : |

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

.Trade state: :
tea tasters are employed by all firms in

Whritten Answers

Tea Tasters in Ceylon

390/48. Mr. Y. G. W. Ratnayaka:-
Will the Minister of " Commerce and
(a) How many Ceylonese

Ceylon? (b) How many non-Ceylonese
tea tasters are employed by all firms and

the number of such firms?

The Hon. Mr- Suntharalmgam ;
() 16 Ceylonese of whom 2 are in
tramming.

(b) 72 non-Ceylonese of whom 1-ig in
training. This  total = includes 3
Huropeans who have claimed. to be
Ceylonese. |

]
-
A

2180
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Velupillay, C. V. (Talawakele)

Wickremasinghe, W. P. A. (Akuressa)
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