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The House met at 2 p.M., MR. SPEAKER
[THE HoN. STANLEY TILLEKERATNE] in the
Chair.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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CERTIFICATES ON NEW HOUSES ISSUED BY
NATIONAL HOUSING COMMISSIONER
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G&$J~g{é£mm~5nr}um5)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed—First Aku-
rana—on  behalf of Mr. Senapala
Samarasekera—Akmeemana)
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asked the Minister of Housing and
Construction : (a) After due notice
to the Commissioner under Section
63 of the National Housing Act No.
37 of 1954, how many new houses
were constructed on or after the
appointed date ? (b) Who were the
persons who commenced construct-
ing such new houses ? (c) On what
dates and to whom were certificates


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

567

28 BEns

[0 ®w.]

issued in respect of new houses by
the Commisioner to the effect that
the construction of such new houses
commenced on or after the appointed
date under : (i) Section 13 of Act No.
30 of 1955 ; (ii) Section 8 of Act No.
42 of 1958 ; (iii) Section 19 of Act No.
36 of 1966 ? (d) Were any such certi-
ficates  recalled, invalidated or
declared null and wveid ? (e) If so,

when and with effect from what
date ?

a& 8. & 8. om0 (B
CmANBE §198)

(Qaarrasr (F. €. 19. Qserwear—efL
eIy B om eor DLFEFT)

(The Hon. P. G. B. Keuneman—
Minister of Housing and Construction)

(a) Records have not been
systematically maintained in regard
to new houses referred to in Section
63 of the National Housing Act, No. 37
of 1954, and correct information is
therefore not available. (b) Please
see the answer to Question (a). (¢)
(i) List of 26 persons to whom certi-
ficates have been issued under Section
13 of Act No. 30 of 1955 is tabled:
List A.* (ii) List of 185 persons to
whom certificates have been issued
under Section 8 of Act No. 42 of 1953
is tabled : List B. * (iii) List of 2,307
persons to whom certificates have
een issued under Section 19 of Act
No. 36 of 1966 is tabled : List C. * (d)
Yes. (e) Certificate issued to Mr. G.
C. Mendis on 18. 5. 67; Certificate
issued to Mr. R. D. Jayawardena on
29. 7. 70; Certificate issued to Mr.
R. D. Jayawardena on 29. 7. 70;
Certificate issued to Mr. P. S.
Pilapitiya on 6. 9. 69.

* sancduw @0 DI CE GRED g W
02 WOww ¢Dwm»odE ©S8{EOw gow 1
Dpowsy LgemO HGLo.

*surSL 9o ewssiulL. Brosar, @ear
BlspsfsafiaflpBule  ymupsn 1
Q&G STl Qeror gi.

* The Lists tabled are reproduced as

Appendix 1 at the end of the proceed-
ings of this _day.
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CLOTH IMPORTS OF GARMENT-MANUFAC-
TURING COMPANIES

2. 99. o Mo Ow. (Bwo
Scs)

(8. orib- QzererCarear—pssariyu)

(Mr. M. Tennakoon—Nikaweratiya)
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FromnQlmar?

asked the Minister of Industries and
Scientific Affairs: (a) How many
companies which jmport cloth and
manufacture various types of clothes
have been registered in this country ?
(b) Will he state the names of the
directors of these companies? (c)
Will he state how much foreign
exchange has been granted to each
of these companies during the last 2
years ?
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(The Hon. K. B. Ratnayake—Minister
of Parliamentary Affairs & Sports on
behalf of the Minister of Industries and
Scientific Affairs)
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BUSINESS UNDERTAKINGS (ACQUISITION) BILL

“to provide for the acquisition for the
Government, whether by agreement or
compulsorily, of any business under-
taking, for the requisitioning or compul-
sory acquisition of any property necessary
for the purposes of that undertaking and
for matters connected therewith or inci-
dental thereto.”

EEaom cfed 8o @OB ob Pl
Y. 98, eeddh 884. 1970 @ o ad 27 Om
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e@sCrrui 27, QsaeuriisEpern, @rewririn
apepwrs wFnd L. Gosr@Qwearah &

Bl Coaamr@Owarayn  p2mrudi i L g,

Presented by the Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera,
Minister of Finance ; to be read a Second

time upon Tuesday, 27th October 1970, and
to be printed.
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* The Answer tabled is reproduced as

Appendix 2 at the end of the.-proceads
ings of this day.
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(Qzerrer  ewglifiure Cseypruss—
priurser, iaresS), Qume? Bser IDLDEF
F@HLD FDU APFSNGTHLD)

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—

Minister of Irrigation, Power and High-
ways and Leader of the House)
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s »w 80wmm» ¢z, wwm ©s88m e,
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(Oserros enwngBiflure Ceepricgs)

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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PREVENTION OF THE AVOIDANCE OF TAX BILL

wCersr

ad @B ot 2N

(Qsorras enwgGilure Cr@pruss)

(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke)

@b DSIBNEWROE, BHD escHnsy
6wTbrnd @@ @E8unY WEHN.

“ (g) Bill to enable special measures to

be taken for the collection of
Income Tax, to prevent the loss
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to revenue through the evasion

of such tax, and to make modi-
fications to the Monetary Law
Act connected with or inci-
dental to such special measures,
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Question put, and agreed to.
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PREVENTION OF THE AVOIDANCE OF TAX BILL

“to enable special measures to be
taken for the collection of Income Tax, to
prevent the loss to revenue through the
evasion of such tax, and to make mod.fi-
cations tot the Monetary Law Act
connected with or incidental to such
special measures.”
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Presented by the Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera,
Minister of Finance, pursuant to the Order
of the House this day ; to be read a Second
time today and to be printed
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PREVENTION OF THE AVOIDANCE OF TAX BILL

Gl orreu
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Order for Second Reading read.

e tn. 210
ad @Ba . 8.
(8¢ @eB)

(Qaorras soTHE GTET. orip. QuUCrorr—

‘;ﬁ,@ g;mmé&&)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera—Minister
of Finance)

With the permission of the House,
I wish to speak in English.

I move, pursuant to the Order of
the House this day :

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time.”

Hon. Members will remember that
when I was introducing the Budget
yesterday I said it would be necessary
for us to pass urgent legislation to
implement the anti-hoarding mea-
sures I was taking on behalf of the
Government.

cse8&

The present Monetary Law Act
provides for certain matters with re-
gard to the issue of currency. Under
it curreancy issued by the Monetary
Board of the Central Bank is valid
legal tender for one year. That means
for one year you cannot replace exist-
ing legal tender. But I can say that a
particular denomination of currency
is no longer legal tender, and auto-
matically, urder the existing Act, that
provision regarding validity will have
no effect. Without changing the law,
you cannot do this.
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Again, even after it ceases to be
legal tender, it is possible for any
person 10 get currency of that deno-
mination which is declared not legal
tender exchanged at the Central Bank
or at any agency of the Central Bank,
say, a commercial bank.

So, these two provisions, if they re-
main unchanged, will make it impos-
sible for us to carry out this anti-
hoarding action.

Hon. Members will also appreciate
that if we give those concerned such
a long time to change over from one
denomination to another, the hoard-
ers could escape.

The speed at which I carry out this
measure is the essence of it. The Gov-
ernment gave thorough consideration
to the question whether we should
shorten the period of time allowed
for this operation. We thought it rea-
sonable to fix it at about a week, be-
cause there may be numbers of people
in the rural areas, in particular, to
whom we may not be able to get the
message across. We must make rea-
sonable arrangements for them for
the purpose of getting the new cur-
rency for the old currency. Otherwise,
I would have preferred to have fixed
maybe one day or two days. But I
thought the amount of inconvenience
caused, particularly to the small per-
sons, would be very serious; there-
fore, even at the risk of giving the
hoarders some loophole to escape
through, I have decided to give one
week. That is, 2nd November 1970
will be the last day when the hun-
dred rupee note and the fifty rupee
note will be wvalid legal tender. As
from 12 midnight of the 2nd, or if
you like one minute after 12 mid-
night they cease to be legal tender,
and the new currency will
become legal tender. But it is
still possible up to the 25th November
1970 for any person to take the one
hundred rugee note or the fifty rupee
note to any bank nominated by the
Central Bank as its agent—the Cen-
tral Bank will nominate the People’s
Bank, the Bank of Ceylon, the Hong-
kong and Shanghai Bank, the Mercan-
tile Bank and so on as theiagent of the

1970 ®TeIad 26
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Central Bank—for the purpose of re-
ceiving these non-legal tender cur-
rency up to the 25th November 1979.
But he will not get any money back ;
the notes will not be exchanged for
money. The money thus deposited
will be held in deposit by the bank
concerned in the name of the person
who is :depositing or surrendering the
currency.

el. @8, LeDZA® Gw. (cWern
ere® gTH)
(8. Cgg. . spwaui ger—U0lsmrpLbLy

Qsp@ PeOTD YBSSFal)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—First Colombo
South)

That is after 2nd November and up
to 256th November ?

o0& eisd 5. 8. cuedh

(Qaerrer swrff erear. erib. QuUGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

As from the 3rd up to the 25th
November it will be possible for any
person who still holds the old one
hundred rupee notes or fifty rupee
notes to go and surrender them to
one of the banks in the country,
only, he will not get money back;
he cannot exchange the notes for
money ; he will only be able to
deposit them in his name until such
time as the Central Bank decides.

Every bank is being asked—it is
being made obligatory for every
bank—to provide all the information
with regard to the depositors to the
income tax authorities, and the in-
come tax authorities will follow up
and find out, for instance, as to how
Mr. X deposited Rs. 25,000 on the 20th
November 1970, how it happened
that it was not declared in the income
tax return ; he will be asked to ex-
plain, and if he is unable to explain
he will have to pay the normal in-
come tax with arrears. Mind you,
arrears can go back even up to 32
years where I find that a man has
tried to defraud the Inland Revenue
Department. We can go back to 1931
when we started the income tax law,
not only for six years. Therefore, do
not make a mistake. That is why I
appeabto all those people who have
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hoarded money to please agree to the
package deal that I have suggested ;
otherwise, they will not have any-
thing left by the time we collect the
arrears. I am giving them the oppor-
tunity of making a clean breast and
saying, “I am sorry, I did hoard; I
did not include it in my income tax
return ”. Let them make use of it. We
will give them half back when we
take half. I thought it a fair exchange
—maybe a little robbery but it is a
fair exchange. And that amount of
money will be free of income tax
after that.

The provisions of the Bill are fairly
simple. Hon. Members wil] be able
to read them. I do not need to ex-
plain the Bill clause by clause. But
roughly what I have stated is the
position.

.. ygogs Ow. (68 ene®)

(‘@@ GHi ol &5‘5'59'5—@55'@151_;
G:J.f_.a's@)

(Mr. V. A. Sugathadasa—Colombo
North)

How about Clause 7 which deals
with the period for the withdrawal
of deposits ?

o el Y. 98. cueds
(Gserren sarpls erer. erd. Qulrrr)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
I shal] explain. Clause 7 says:

“7. Where any sum of money is held
in deposit to the credit of any person
by any scheduled bank under this Act,
such bank shall not permit such person
to withdraw the whole or any part of
such sum until the expiry of three clear
working days after the date on which
such deposit was made.”

That deals with the position up to
the 3rd November. In point of fact
I wanted to change that, but I am not
very happy about it.

HoMmGe .

(B ssgsre)
(Mr. Sugathadasa)

It does cause a certain amount of
inconvenience to certain sections of
the business people. Small peeple, as

Bewidm 535 ®edDCw
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you know, in Pettah borrow sums
ranging from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 3,000
or more and deposit in banks, and
issue cheques for the purpose of pur-
chasing various things. If when the
cheques are issued they are not
honoured at the bank there is a cer-
tain amount of disrepute attaching
to them. So I feel that three days is
too much. That is my opinion. There-
fore, if you can find out a way to
reduce this inconvenience.

aé e 25Y. 8. cuedd

(Qserzey asm);r'ﬂﬂ‘@ GTGT. GTLD, G?uG’.rr_a'fr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I admit that there is a certain
amount of inconvenience. As I men-
tioned yesterday it is not possible to
make a major operation like this
without causing some people some
inconvenience. What will happen if
I reduce this gap ? It is possible for
a person to deposit Rs. 10,000 today
and withdraw it the next day. It is
very difficult for me to close the gap
that exists. In fact I was wondering
whether I should not make it about
seven days. It is true that as soon as
the deposit is there the Income Tax
Department is informed that so much
money has been deposited and I can
follow up. But I am thinking of a
situation like this: instead of
Sugathadasa, who is a possessor of
old notes, Piyasena goes for him and
deposits money in the bank and the
next day Piyasena withdraws the
whole amount that he deposited. I
cannot trace Piyasena after that.

& O RDSocny
(Qsorren om&ESour exHaU )
(An hon. Member)

Then get hold of Sugathadasa.

ad; el Y. 8. cuedl

(Caerres sorplE erer. erd. QuGrrm)
(Th2 Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

That is my difficulty. I agree with
the hon. Member. I want to make the
inconvenience as little as possible but
I also want to prevent any undue
loopholes being given to people to
escape.
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Broadly this is the principle on
which it works. I am quite prepared
to have a free and fair discussion on
this matter. I am very grateful fo
hon. Members not only on my side

but also of the Opposition who have
indicated their willingness to support
me in carrying out this measure. I
am greatly heartened by the infor-
mation given by my good Friend that
even in the other place they are pre-
pared to pass this legislation without
debate. I think it is a good augury

because all of us want to clean up this
kind of anti-social elements who are
complicating the financial position of
this country. These anti-social ele-
ments are the people who really make
things difficult for any Finance
Minister of this country to carry out
his policies for the betterment of the
people of this country. And may I
say how much I appreciate this good-
will on the part of all sections of this
House, and that includes hon. Mem-
bers of the Opposition.

o, @l bwddA®m» @w.

(8. Co. oyi. sgwaur gar)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Sir, I only rise to say that our
Parliamentary Group, which consists
of Members of Parliament and Mem-
bers of the Senate, unanimously
decided to support this Bill.

o O3 BISG
(Q&ormrar gzpﬁhﬁﬁﬁ{@m#)
(The Hon. Members)
Hear! hear!

od. ¢l PwsDEA® .
(E}@ Cen. YT, SRUIGUIT G )
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

We have gone through the clauses
of the Bill, and there arge a few points
on which we would seek clarification
at the Committee stage, but we are
supporting the Bill.

D0 BB wém 2
@ e10)% D wbLiQupp 5.
Question proposed.
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Hnda ARED. cowmvam (anCC)

(sor BB Qery. senpruss—sard)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)

I think everyone should support
this Bill. However, I wish to point
out certain difficulties that can arise
in its working. W are really not
concerned with the hoarder, but we
should turn our aitention to the ciffi-
culties that will present themselves
to the ordinary houscholder and the
person who is not a hoarder but who
has a few Rs. 50 or Rs. 100 notes with
him.

If the number of hoarders in the
country is estimated at 50,000, there
may be 500,000 other people who have
a few Rs. 50 or Rs. 100 notes with
them. All these 500,000 people vrill

be compelled to come to the banks
in order to change their few old notes

for new notes. Now, the banks are
few in number, and the banking hours
are rather unusual hours. Those who
are not accustomed to banking prac-
tice and who have no accounts in any
bank really do not know what the
banking hours are. On week-days
the banks work from 10 am. to 2
p.m., that is four hours, and on pre-
poya days from 9.30 a.m. to 11 am,
that is one and a half hours.

The villager will have to come to
the bank with his few Rs. 50 or
Rs. 100 notes and get them exchanged
for new notes. Have you made any
provision for the villagers who would
be forced to do this trip ? Why not
have outlets at the post offices, or, if
that is not possiblz, why not have
mobile banks ? Cannot the D. R. O.’s
office be used for this purpose ? Why
should not the banks go to the people

instead of the people going to the
banks ?

The point is that in our desire to
deal with the hoarder we must not
put the genuine householder, the
ordinary smallholder of property,
who has a few hundred-rupee notes
with him in his house, into difficulties.
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There is yet another difficulty which
the ordinary villager will have to
overcome. He has to come to the
bank and make a written declaration.
According to Clause 3 (2) of the Bill.

“....a person in possession of any

old currency notes belonging to him may
surrender or cause tu be surrendcred
such notes to any scheduled bank, if, but
only if, a written declaration in such form
as may bz provided by the Central Bank
made and signed by him in duplicate is
presented at the time of such
surrender...”

This will cause grave difficulties to
our villagers. Hon. Members are
aware of the difficulties that the ordi-
nary villager has to fill any form.
Sometimes the signing of an affidavit
is a real ordeal to the villager. [t is
easy for us to go to a bank and fill in
a form, but I must say that if every
villager who is in possession of old
notes is required to fiil in a form, a
complicated form, I do not know what
he will do. He may not know what
to do. He may say, “I do not know
how to fill this form.” What are you
going to do? How are you going to
help him? Will there be a cierk
who will help the villager to fill the
form ? Or will there be a number of
people, an army of people outside,
who will undertake to do the job for
the villager? These are matters
which are of concern to the viilager
who takes his notes for exchange.

Sir, it is common knowledge that
the villager can have 50-rupee and
100-rupee notes becsuse it is very
easy to keep one note rather than
have a number of notes. For instunrce,
this morning I met a few hawkers
and I questioned them ; this morning
I met a few taxi drivers and I ques-
tioned them. Even the pavement
sellers, each one of them, has one or
two 50-rupee or 100-rupee notes.—
[Interruption]. They may not be in
a position to fill a form. So things
must be made easy for the ordinary
man. I do not know whether it is
possible for the Hon. Minister to
arrange it so that the form is given
beforehand to the caller. According
'to the law as in the Bill,ithe, form

Bewldm @xI%) @eBAC®
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will be handed over to the person who
goes with his old notes at the bunk.
The clause reads as follows :

“....a written declaration, in such
form as may be provided by the Ceniral
Bank, made and signed by him in dupli-
cate 1s presented at the time of such
surrender. ”

Probably, as he goes with his old
notes he will be given a form. He
will just be nonplussed, and if he says
“I do not know how to fill it ”, what
is going to happen next ? Therefore I
suggest that some scheme be devised
to help the people, particularly the
rural gentry.

We know, Sir, that in the rural
areas a number of people have a few
50-rupee and 100-rupee notes. Is it
not possible to make the procedure
simpler for them ?

In regard to those who take a large
number of notes, I think the law as
stated in the Bill is quite clear. No
inconvenience will be caused to them
because they ought to know how to
fill a form and they ought to be able
to go before the specified date.

Again, in regard to the rural
gentry, I wonder whether the 25th
of November—the date that you
give—would be sufficient for all of
them to come to the bank ? You are
aware as well as I am, Sir, of the
difficulties that commuters have to
come to the city. I travel regularly
by bus. The bus service is quite good
but it is highly overcrowded and
large numbers of people are left out
at every bus halt as the buses come
into the city. People are finding it
very difficult to travel by bus. Take
the case of an old man coming with
ten Rs. 50 notes from a village like
Battaramulla to Colombo. What is
going to be his fate ? He will not be
able to catch the bus.

I am aware that certain buses are
haunted by pickpockets. I am a re-
gular bus traveller and I know it. If
one travels by the Wattala bus, for
instance, one could watch the per-
formance of pickpockets. The Wattala
bus  is so congested that picking a
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pocket is no more a fine art but a
very, very easy art. It is so easy to
pick the pocket of one standing pre-
cariously next to you.

I also want to point out that unless
you look after the interest of the rural
folk who will be having these old
notes a new situation might arise
under which brokers will spring up
in the villages who will collect the
old notes for a smaller sum.

& ex3RBI4
(Qaerrar oymasSeri )
(Hon. Members)

amC® I Bged2d.

@Dl VRVEL. erryznaD

(sorfll i Qery). sappruss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Hon. Members are saying that that
is already happening. People will
start going round the villagers and
say, “ Your Rs. 100 notes are utterly
useless. Give them to me and I will
give you Rs. 50 for each.” So in a
village there may be two or three
people like that who will operate to
collect all the notes and bring them
to the bank, and make a good collec-
tion for themselves. I hope that all
possible steps will be taken to pre-
vent such things happening.

It is not the intention of the
Government to inconvenience the
genuine folk who have old notes.
Therefore, you have got to think
carefully how you are going to work
out this scheme and devise measures
through which it will be possible for
the person who comes from the
village to cash his few old notes
without difficulty and without having
to fill forms which he is not
accustomed to.

BSoMmges .

(B sapsre)

(Mr. Sugathadasa)

I wish to draw the attention of the
Hon. Minister of Finance to one
aspect of this matter. He said that he
has given seven days time from the
27th October to the 2nd November.
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It is not so. It is not even 5% days
since the banking hours on pre-poya
day are from 9.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.

Secondly, there will be a tremen-
dous rush on these days for the con-
duct of usual business and unusual
business. There may be chaos in the
banks. Unless you increase the exist-
ing staff I do not think you will be
able to cope with it. I wish you will

give sufficient attention to this
matter.

g. &n, 2.38
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(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike—

Minister of Public Administration, Local
Government and Home Affairs)

Mr. Speaker, I should like, first
and foremost, to congratulate the
Hon. Minister of Finance for an
extremely workmanlike piece of
legislation, immediately following
on his Budget Speech, on the pre-
vention of the avoidance of tax
which was presented in the form of
legislation today. I think it is very
important to have the administra-
tive machinery organized in a clear
and coherent form in order to give
effect to bulgetary measures such as
this. I myseif know this because
this question was engaging the
attention of the then Ministry of
Finance in 1962 shortly before I
myself got kicked out on the rice
~ cut issue. At that stage we used

Thomas de la Rue to print the notes
and we had some rather more exotic
picture on the notes, I think designed
by the Hon. Minister of Fisheries at
that time, and they were rather nice
works of art.

In this instance, the Hon. Minister
of Finance, I think, has taken the
step advisedly to restrict his demo-
netizing measure only to notes of
two denominations, the Rs. 100 note
and the Rs. 50 note. The argument
presented on the Floor of this House
by my good Friend the Member for
Galle (Dr. Dahanayake) and the

hon. Member for Colombo North
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(Mr. Sugathadasa) on the one side is
that the time limits allowed have
been too short; on the otner hand,
the hon. Member for Habaraduwa
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera), and I tnink
the hon. Member for Walapane
(Mr. Herath), argued with him, that
maybe the time limits far from
being too short, are far too long.

One can see this question from
many points of view, but [ think it
is equally true that perhaps the
solution presented by the hon.
Member for Habaraduwa (Mr. Guna-
sekera) is no solution at ali because
he says you can give them six
months’ time to change the notes ;
let them come quietly and explain
to the Inland Revenue authorities
where they got the money from.

Supposing the notes were demone-
tized last night and declared to be
of no legal force whatsoever with
immediate effect from last night
onwards ; supposing the Hon.
Minister of Finance adopted that
technique, just consider the conse-
quences. If there are in existence
what the hon. Member for Walapane
described picturesquely as thoru
and moru who have got to get
caught, during the short time that
is available nothing much can be
done about the demonetized -cur-
rency, but over the six months’
range that money will be spread out
very thinly among a large number
of people each of whom will have to
explain only a very small number of
notes, and in effect, the whole pur-
pose of this legislation contemplated
by the Hon. Minister of Finance
could be brought to nought. Indeed,
the whole purpose of shortening the
time period is a very simple one, to
ensure that the people who have got
hoards of notes, not the people who
have perhaps a few notes, the
villagers, the pavement hawkers
with whom my good Friend the hon.
Member for Galle associates, the
pick-pockets, the bus travellers who
have had to put up with his com-
pany for the last few months—
before that, presumably, he dii not
travel by bus—taxi drivers—I forgot
a most imoortant category, friends
of mv good Friend the hon. Member
for Galle—will be caught up.
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Surely, these others mentioned
have a few notes to present, and I
do not think it is realiy an impracti-
cal thing ; I do not think the Inland
Revenue Department takes an im-
practical view of it. Supposing my
good Friend, the hon. Member - for
Colombo North, has in his possession
a couple of thousand rupees, what of
it ? Why should he not have a couple
of thousand rupees 7 Considering
his level as an income-tax payer a
couple of thousand rupees is nothing
to explain at all ; it is no problem at
all for him.

But that is not the question here.
The question is, what about those who
have lakhs and lakhs of rupees
hoarded with no explanation to
give? If you were to provide
for a six months period for
people to explain to the Income
Tax Commissioner, during those
six months they have got to go
to the Income Tax Commissioner and
explain they will be passing the notes
on to their friends. They will be
giving it maybe to the poor inno-
cent taxi-driver, to the poor people in
the buses, one by one, each of whom
will be taking a very small number of
notes to the Central Bank, and be
able to cover up for the crimes of
anti-social elements who have been
profiteering in a big way at the ex-
pense of the people cf this country. I
myself appreciate that you cannot
make the time too short ; you cannot
make it too long. The Hon. Minister
of Finance, having considered the
matter, has chosen a period of 5 1/2
days.

Well, I appreciate his position. One
can always argue that the time
allowed should be lengthened or that
it should be shortened. But I do
appreciate very much the argument
that there should be a restricted time
limit to prevent this money being
spread out in such a way as to consti-
tute the best means of evasion
available to those who want to avoid
this tax.

Now, there may be a point in this:
one may have to consider lengthening

Bewidm 55 ®eddCw

600
—ecdm 86 Hwde

the banking hours—not an extension
of the period—for this limited pur-
pose. I am aware that the Hon.
Minister of Finance has discussed
this matter and is already taking the
necessary action to extend the bank-
ing hours so as to cause the minimum
inconvenience to the people. I shall
provide additional permanent staff
from government kachcheris to
every bank in every kachcheri town
to ensure that the task of collecting
these notes and of speeding up the
administrative procedures is done
with the minimum inconvenience.

As my Hon. Friend, the Minister
of Fisheries is aware, when you cast
a net in order to catch the moru and
the thoru, it sometimes happens
that although the mesh is wide and
is not intended to catch the little
fish, even a little fish may lose a
scale or two in the process. And, in
this situation, I think the truth of
the matter is this: we must educate
our people that if we are to proceed
in this matter we have to undergo
a certain slight measure of inconve-
nience. It is not a question of losing
your money. It is a nuisance, perhaps,
not to be able to cash your fifty rupee
notes and hundred rupees notes for
a space of two days, or even for one
day. There may be poor people in
villages who have come down to
their last fifty rupee note and are
stuck today, unable to change it.
Well, that kind of inconvenience,
after all, is a temporary thing. It
does not mean the loss of one’s
money ; it does not involve the
loss of any property. They are
guaranteed and secure. But, for
the purpose of trying to avoid that
minimum inconvenience, how can
the Hon. Minister of Finance devise
ways and means of raising his reve-
nues, and take the risk of people
avoiding the very budget proposals
which he presented to this House
yesterday? There is no other way to
meet this problem.

I agree with what the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister
of Communications (Mr. T. B. M.
Herath) said—that the maximum
publicity must be given to the true
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state of affairs. There are people in
the villages who do not listen to
radio, who have no access to radio
sets, who have no means of knowing
the truth. It is not everywhere
that newspapers reach them. In this
regard, I am sorry to say, the head-
lines this morning in our own news-
papers, “Sirilaka” and “Jana-
dina ”, were, perhaps, more unfortu-
nate than all the other newspapers

put together, where they said:
“ emidQ (Gleton) GOCRRB .
I am sorry to say that that
mistake has happened. But all

I can say is, we apologize to this
country. It is, after all, a mistake,
and I hate to think that the javaram
karayas are wandering around the
towns and the villages with copies
of “Sivilaka” and _*Janadina?
to help them in their foul purpose.

ARG cwrnmNnm dw. (¢8wd)
(8. ilofl Craypruss—osHsw)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake—Dedigama)
What did the “ Aththa” say ?

od {88 @d. 8. agdadrmws

(Qzerren  1FelldGew QY. o. LIGHTL T

Brii&Gs )
(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

“ Aththa ” told the truth, as usual.

I agree with the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Communications (Mr. T. B. M.
Herath), as I was saying a moment
ago, that the maximum publicity
has to be given to this. So, for that
purpose, from the time this proposal
was made last night, the Govern-
ment Printing Press has been work-
ing overtime, printing an official
document like this which I shall
table now. It reads:

“odem e ©2¥0] PO gérd 6o ™
New lamps for old !—

"amd 2858 wmém 6B 50 o 100
e28Q €080 gt G8ac 50 o 100 6903
B HEOO S¥es BéaFw emnd Bed,

629 Blened LD Db ©.LR LoD
&8 8ee Vel 5 sy O8=0 e Be 8o
20 dngw wxy Bewr' Oy méeam @B
85F ®2¢C'OCO BRO mBur HLOO emncd.
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2D ¢o aB Yo GEwud 50 o 100 endzg
I GEwud 1000 eod 20 ¢ »H® &
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CLEd,
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Now, copies of this have been
printed in very large numbers and
distributed to each D. R. O. through-
out the country.

ad @pnda DuY. 0. cmeds
(Qaerrey srplG) erer. erd. QuGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

In all languages; Tamil also.

o& fSE W @& 8. egdrned
(Qzorrar  (Fefléew gy

9. LIGOTLTI
BTG )

(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

Certainly in Tamil and, I believe,
a few copies in English. There is no
question that currency notes are be-
yond the bounds of language. Money
talks in all languages.

Mr. Speaker, the method of distri-
bution—I say this because the hon.
Member for Walapane (Mr. T. B. M.
Herath) was most distressed that the
delay can result in opportunists and
such people taking advantage of poor
villagers, running round the country
and offering them devalued rates, like
the United National Party, for their
currency—is this: two planes set off
this afternoon. The first one has
undertaken deliveries to Amparai,
including Moneragala District, Hingu-
rakgoda, Polonnaruwa and Trinco-
malee. The second plane also set off
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this afternoon destined for
Anuradahapura ; it will also under-
take deliveries to Mannar and
Jaffna.

Four Ministry cars, including the
one that was used by the hon. Mem-
ber for Galle (Dr. W. Dahanayake)
before he took to bus travel, have also
set out in four different directions
with copies of this document. Car
No. 1 has gone to Kalutara, Galle,
Matara and Hambantota. I think it
will be evening by the time it gets to
Hambantota. But that is the best
thing I can do. Car No. 2 has gone to
Kurunegala and Puttalam. Car No. 3
has gone to Kegalle and Kandy ; it
will undertake delivery to Matale and
Nuwara Eliya as well. So the
hon. Member for Walapane should be
satisfied that his people will get the
message at least by this evening. Car
No. 4 has gone already to Ratnapura
and Badulla.

The Government Agent, Colombo,
I think has taken these copies direct
from the Government Press.

All these copies will go out to the
different D.R.O., divisions through-
out the country, and every grama
sevaka has been instructed to take
copies of this document and see that
it is broadcast as widely as possible.
Of course, I did not have as much
time as I would have liked to in this
instance ; I too, like you, acquainted
myself with the budget proposals
only yesterday. We, therefore, on
behalf of the Government, have been
doing our best to ensure by every
means of mass communication
available to us that the truth in re-
gard to these proposals is widespread
and known throughout the length and
breadth of this country.

It is not our intention to cause the
slightest inconvenience to any people
in this country. After all, there are
farmers who have just sold their Yala
harvest. I can see my good Friend, Mr.
Mustapha, nodding. Even in his areas

there must be people who have got
from G. P. S. stores Rs. 100 or Rs. 50
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notes—maybe one or two, maybe a
few, or maybe more than a few. But
it is not our purpose to cause them
inconvenience or deprive them of
their money or their hard-earned
savings over the years. Their money
is assured to them. There is no loss.

Of course, there may be some very
rich people who have, perhaps, not
been rendering unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s in the days
gone by. They of course will no doubt
feel the axe and the chopper of the
Hon. Minister of Finance in due
course, which is in the fitness of
things, and I do not think any hon.
Member of this House will stand
against it.

I am extremely grateful that the
hon. Members of the Opposition have
seen the need for legislation such as
this on this occasion. But, while we
are shedding tears and worrying
about what the hon. Member {for
Galle and what the hon. Member for
Colombo North (Mr. V. A. Sugatha-
dasa) said in regard to the time
limit, I have tried to explain the ad-
ministrative arrangement made and
show how the Government has taken
action to mitigate the hardships that
could be caused. Let us not worry
about theoretical fears of individuals
that they might lose the money ; let
us concern ourselves with the far
greater objectives that are behind us
which will really and truly solve this
problem.

We cannot live with tax evasions
all our lives. At some stage a syste-
matic and concerted effort is necess-
sary on our part to deal with this
problem and, I think, we are all glad

in this House that the Hon. Minister

of Finance has taken his time,
planned the necessary arrangements
and taken this long overdue step on
this occasion to deal with it. The
heartening feature of the support we
have received from the Opposition is
this. T think we must all accept the
fact that for many years many diffe-
rent doctors, starting with the hon.
Leader of the Opposition, followed
soon by many others—I myself had a
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hand in it at some stage—tried to
minister to the ills of the economy.
But, I must say, we were not as
successful as we might have liked to
have been. We have now a new medi-
cine man in charge in the person of
my good Friend the Hon. Minister
of Finance, and I think he, on this
occasion has added a triple doctorate
to his other many qualifications and
has shown that in this instance he
prefers shock therapy. I think he is
right. The traditional mixtures of the
old pharmacopoeia have certainly not
worked ”, the laissez-faire which was
tried when the Hon. U. B. Wanni-
nayake was the Minister of Finance
has failed to produce any political
cures. With the shock therapy that is
being resorted to now, the initial
shocks cannot be spread out for a
long time. In order to make it possi-
ble that the shock therapy itself pro-
duces the results that are necessary,
after-care of the patient has got to be
properly undertaken.

As far as I can see, this is merely
a first step to overcome the anaes-
thesia. We have had no unduly long
lists of obituary notices in the papers
this morning, nor have there been any
strange increase in the number of
admissions to hospitals. I think the
country has taken the shock therapy
well. But, if we are going to cure the
economy of its ills, I think there
should be team effort on the part of
all of us, team effort in order to see
that the patient is made to rally and
cure himself. Financing a deficit is
not all that there is to budgeting. The
expenditures which have been
planned for must be consciously
utilized for the maximum benefit and
advantage, and every single Ministry
has got its obligations to perform in
this task, and this is where every
single Member of Parliament has also
got a vital role to play. We have all
of us to help in this task. It is easy
enough to find some minor fault. I
wish the hon. Member for Galle had
adopted the approach of saying,
“These difficulties are there. I shall
do my best to explain to the taxi-
drivers, to explain to the bulath-
ammas, that they can exchange their
fifty rupee notes without running into
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trouble.” If he co-operated with us,
as the hon. Leader of the Opposition
indicated that he would co-operate
with us, we can look forward to a
speedy radical cure in which the
people of our country will be able to
enjoy all the benefits in the long run.

g. oo, 3.27
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(Mr. Ratna Deshapriya Senanayake—
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Planning and Employment)
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(Qserrey sOTHE erer. erib. QUCTIr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I am glad to inform the hon.
Member for Galle (Dr. W. Daha-
nayake) that we have anticipated
these difficulties. We have not under-
taken this step lightly. We have con-
sidered various aspects of it and we
“have taken all the possible steps to in-
form as many people as possible about
the change that is taking place. I am
thankful to the Hon. Minister of Pub-
lic Administration, Local Government
and Home Affairs for drawing atten-
tion to the fact that we have already
sent out leaflets—not in hundreds or
thousands but I think nearly a million
leaflets—to practically every home,
pointing out that they should not be
duped by people who may offer them
Rs. 90 or Rs. 75 for their Rs. 100 note,
that they have nothing to fear, and
that they will get its full value.
Instead of the old note you will have
a new note. That is the only differ-
ence that there will be. Therefore
there is nothing at all to worry about.
Propaganda is being done in the rural
areas, and every means available is
being used including the anda bera.
'.I‘hat is also being used. We are {ry-
ing to use every means to get to every
h0¥ne and to inform the people that
this change is taking place.
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In regard to banking hours, already
action has been taken. The banking
hours will be extended till 4.30 p.m.
every day including the 2nd. On pre-
poya day banks will go on till 2
o’clock. All that is being done. All
these have been considered. We have
not undertaken this task lightly.
Every possible measure that is
available to us to make this a success
has been taken.

In regard to the signing of the
declaration, it is not a big declaration.
My Friend from Galle need not get
worried. I shall give you a copy. I
have a copy of the declaration here.
It is drafted in all three languages.
You can see how simple it is.

G SN - e (Full name)....of....
(Address) hereby tender currency notes
to the value of Rupees ...... in denomi-
nations of Rs. 100 and Rs. 50 bearing a
date prior to October 25, 1970.

Rs. 100
Rs. 50
Value

I am /am not an income tax payer.

nnnnnnnnn

Signature”

That is all. And this is in duplicate.
There is nothing very complicated.

By the way, I may tell you that the
hours of banking have been extended
not for normal transactions but only
for this purpose. After the normal
hours no other transactions can take
place except the exchange of cur-
rency. I am also instructing all the
banks to ask the clerks to give every
assistance to every person who cannot
understand this simple thing. So
they will also help them to fill in
whatever is wanted.

In point of fact, I would like to
appeal to all hon. Members to help us
to prevent panic and people getcng
unnecessarily worried about this
business. They must also help by
going and talking to their consti-
tuents and telling them that there is
nothing to get worried about, we are
only going to catch the hoarders.

May I also say this? As I
mentioned to you yesterday, the full
police force will be in operation in
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the various banking institutions. Not
only the police force kut the army hag
also been mobilized. The army will
also operate in the banking institu-
tions. So nobody can try any fricks
or pranks, or try to frighten paople,
or snatch the new currency from their
hands. The police have been given
certain banking institutions, the Navy
certain banking institutions, the
Army certain banking institutions
and the Air Force certain banking
institutions. All the areas have been
covered. We have not taken any
chances. Every possible precaution
has been taken to see that the job
is done in an orderly fashion and
with the least amount of inconve-
nience to the people.

This Bill has been used for the pur-
pose of raising big questions. I cannot
now, on this Bill, decide to cancel all
our connections with foreign banks. 1
cannot do that here. That is a matter
of policy that the Government has to
decide. The Cabinet has to decide it.
I cannot decide it in this Bill. What
is going to happen fto pecple
who have old nctes who still
have accounts in the foreign banks?
What am I to do with them ? I can-
not say that they should be penalized
for having an account in a foreign
bank. They are all Ceylonese people
who have various transactions with
those banks. I cannot do that by im-
mediately saying that they cannot go
and cash their money at a foreign
bank. I have no power to do that. So,
one has to be very careful.

Tampering with currency is one of
the most delicate things that you can
think of because the whole basis of
currency is confidence. We have to
act so as not to break that confidence
that the people have in the currency
of the country. There will be terrific
trouble if you do that. We have fo
see that the minimum amount of dis-
location takes place, that that confi-
dence is continued. This is only an
anti-hoarding Act ; this is not an Act
to penalize people for hoarding cur-
rency. This is not an attempt to say,
“ Because you are having currency,
you are being penalized.” T know I
am not doing that. I amionly saying

Bewldm 9535 VeTACH
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for having an account in a foreign
people who have done certain anti-
social acts.

o, @d. BB e

(8. Cey. . Querger)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewarderne)

The hon. Member for Habaraduwa
(Mr. Prins Gunasekera) wants to do
that.

o q!:ramﬁ% dnY. ©0. euedd
(QzerTou Lﬂza\rrfa;r;?‘@ erer. ered. QuUGTTm)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

So, I cannot possibly do that. All
that I can do is to inform the hon.
Member for Habaraduwa that that
question of the foreign banks is being
discussed at the present moment.
There are lots of complicated matters
involved. The position today in 1970
is not the position it was in 1964. This
country has been involved as a re-
sult of the foreign banks being
allowed to operate the new accounts.
We have quite a lot of other com-
mitments now, which we have to
look into before we decide to do away
with any further accounts with
foreign banks. It is not quite a simple
matter as all that.

Then, Sir, I wish to reply to the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Communications.

ghwem @Odnded @8Iy
e (8. 8. 8. e dw.)
cBemme Dmended ewd BOm gu ©d
70D O ©e. & o & B
curY weHnsy DET 5D I OBB.
@& g D BN »n®
g9 9HedE Huw WET O & g6 mo.
20 Bew & glee® g&hdn @B
drYesy mnHNL.

Another matter, in this connection,
as hon. Members should realize, is
the incidental benefit of instilling the
banking habit among our people.
This is also important.

Now, Sir, I have, as you notice,
introduced two measures which can
have the effect of limiting the liqui-
dity of banks; the capital level as
well as the compulsory savings can
have the effect of limiting the liqui-
dity.of banks. The counter-action of


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

613
ag QomS® T E0 BEre vmy emidum

that is the anti-hoarding Act which
will bring in money and compensate

for that liquidity limitation by
creating increased liquidity in the
banks.

So, you will see that this is nicely
thought out in order to fit in one
with the other. I cannot therefore go
and upset that equilibrium that I am
trying to build up.

While listening to some hon. Mem-
bers, I was wondering how everybody
seems to be having one hundred
rupee notes. Everybody seems to be
so prosperous in this country!

RRE cedsnsNeD O,
(B lofl Coyrrss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
The Minneriya farmers.

aé @mde Y. SO, euedl
(Oserras sarp & erer. erib. QuCrrm)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Yes, including the Minneriya
farmer.

DAE cd 215N .

(8. L ofl Camyrrusgs)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
The Green Revolution !

o0& s Y. 88, cuelsh
(Gserrey sarflG erar. erib. QuCrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Tl_ﬂ_e Green Revolution ! He must be
feelllng very proud.

RBE e NN .

(B i ofl Comypruss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
Very proud.

A& wh8e eonE Sy @8 e B
(D3 DEHY D @1@B wo R DO
O52ud DOwm @ OR)

(Caerrar  seor 55

Qs mevel)eir QY. &
f - R d i ;
Q:G\J\aunr——(;’,&sm_f_'g; @‘Qj'ﬁ'b&@} DY GLOG F (THLD

: .;d,l)rﬂ'@msvmmt_'u,’ D IAINFGT TNLDF F(THLD)

‘(’J;‘he Hon. Dr. Colvin R de Silva—
Minister of Plantation Industry and
Minister of Constitutional Affairs)

I am waiting to see the mile-long
queue !
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a& §rhda Y. 28. cueds
(Qzarsa sorfl% erer. ertb. QuGram)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I think it is a good idea if we can
persuade others to get into the bank-
ing habit. Hon. Members must go to
the countryside and inculcate the
banking habit among our people, and
advise them that instead of keeping
three to four thousand rupees in their
pettagama or buried in the kitchen or
in a pillow-case, they should keep it
in deposit in a savings account. It is
a good idea to inculcate this habit.

Mark you, I have already provided
for an increase in the interest rate
for all post office savings bank depo-
sits. I am encouraging that. So,
please, instead of keeping money in
the pettagama, let them earn 7 per
cent interest on their money. It is
fully worth it.

Thank you very much. I do hope
this will be passed without much
difficulty.

g e 80u» ¢, wmuldn Ja.

wome e2Q@um 20 gPWCR ¢gd» 26 [a
am» ce.

2] B Es L (3, q@gfé&@fﬁma{vwﬁ:uLLg.

oy geriy., WCEFTST @reRrimib (P DULITE
BN QL DD 5.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

O B¢ O CwW LD wmuldn Bw:

“mensy c@0@em u8es @x'd 9T ac
b wmEd ©128w @uw. "—[od e
exy. 88, ezedd.]

Qsraucms  19CralwT T pDIS Qs rererLiLir’
_ht 5

“CFTST (PUPFFDL S ESHTF FrLl i
u@wrs.”  [Oserrew  s@THS  erew.  erib.
QuGram]

Resolved :

“That the Bill be referred to a

Committee of the Whole House.”—[The
Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera.]

D weneDBE B ACB CE.
[D&heDRd YEumniid Jw.]
@apeler gprmuwls Qb .

Considered in Committee.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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1 95 Doy Be snHm onddvend emdudd
M Bwd BPw @y «8 Bowo WM ce.

1 b u@jr@un-&

@mss CauswBowar & Co Zorule it i

GUITFSHLD

mG&HﬂW@QG&T

Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

CrLausSE 2.— (Certain sections of the
Monetary Law Act not to apply
to currency mnotes of specified
denominations)

oé @D8e 05y, 8. ovedd

(Qaerres serplG erer. 6rib. QuGrry)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
I move,

“In page 1 line 20 to leave out that date
and insert ¢October 26, 1970,".”

It is only for purposes of clarifica-
tion. 25th October 1970 is the date of
operation of the Act.

o B0 cwidzn »E OB 2oy Hod
gm0 WMOkd BAE @RS KB g’ @
Seum cin, Sduw Ba

gB DO D0 SHE DG KPR, ©D

g Do SOum CIW, wwuddm S,

Dasy Hew, woowdIMmIMmEensy smw o=9®
BB ommuw MOwd DIG GD®, KB Gl 56
Boum sy, umuden da.

S5y
]

9 D Doy B, LeondITnEEewnsy
9:90uenB oW M Owl BB
BSesia DED GE

. Coer®Ouwer t9CrN&sLI_L QFrp
ser arEsSEer LUGHUTE @mass Couer®
Quar oy ARSsLILILE BArrsfésiu’L gi.

I BEF Qe p& 6t @rﬁ?@as Carssli. Geuenr
@b erar ofe) MBESLILILRA o IS reirarL
L &

UrESLd, 255 SO D DT DI Ger g meileir
UGB WTS IOlGEL CouenrBGLoer 6]19@ D EE L
L@ a’@@é@&maﬁmdui;@.

2 Syb GUTEFSLD, DwssUAUppaTD CET
srofler LGHUTS GHES Couenr (G ber &Lt dr
i g,

Question, that the words proposed to
be left out stand part of the Clause, put,
and megatived.

Question, that those words be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

Question, that the Clause, as amended,
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 2. as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

Bewldm @535 DeHDC®
8y PomB3® DcusIe BEAg eI emPPem
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CLausSE 3.—(Surrender of
currency mnotes)

old

NnSR Desn.

(L awbsi)
(Mr. Hameed)

In Clause 3 (2), line 29, I am
wondering whether the Hon. Minister

should not include the words “or
institution ” after the word
“person”, because the word

“ institution ” would cover companies
and various firms also.

0b @nde Y. OO, evedd
(Osorras eorflf erer. erib. QuCrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

The Ordinance
covers if.

Interpretation

HOD D

(2@t epifs)
(Mr. Hameed)

Then, again, in line 30, should you
not include the words “ or her” after
the word “him” ? It will then read
“ pelonging to him or her. i

ob pred e §l. ¢ 8¢

(QsorTa ST 5l & Qaroveler HPT. F
Heovalr)

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

« Him ” includes “ her ”. Under the
Interpretation Ordinance, “ person 4
includes any body of persons
corporate or unincorporate.

caryBCF ymnYe Ow. (S9?)

(Ss. QueT@o LiT@pS)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando—Negombo)

I should like the Hon. Minister to
clarify this point. Under the Local
Authorities Ordinance, we have 10
open our offices for business. Now,
from tomorrow till the 2nd evening
can we transact business with the
hundred rupee and fifty rupee
notes ? For example, a man comes to
the municipality with Rs. 1,500 in
hundred and fifty rupee notes and
pays his rates and taxes amounting
to Rs. 400. Now, if he cannot explain
how he came by this Rs. 1,500, under
the present Bill you can take Rs. 250
fromichim ; that is, you will give him
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notes for Rs. 1,000 out of his Rs. 1,500
and take Rs. 250 from the balance
Rs. 500.

I had a lot of difficulty this morn.
ing. I had to order all business to be
stopped in the municipality. I did so
as the Mayor of Negombo, not as the
Member of Parliament. We had
drawn about Rs. 75,000 a few days
ago in hundred and fifty rupee notes.
We were paying salaries to the
labourers. They came into my room
and said, “We cannot do anything
with these hundred and fifty rupee
notes. What are we to do ?”

aS @ed e 3y @i ¢ B

(Qaorras  sorflf OQsrodar oyf. &
Boveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

What did you tell them ?

e BCE ywnsYe .

('Q@ G_er&ev LIl @5) 557
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I said I would clarify the position
from the Hon. Minister today and
give the necessary instructions
tomorrow. This Bill says that these

notes cease to be legal tender on the
ard.

a& @hda dsY. DO, cuedd
(Qserres sewrfl@ erer. ers. QuGrrr)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

From tomorrow both notes are
legal tender : the old notes are legal
tender and the new notes are legal
tender till the 3rd, and on the 3rd
new notes come in and the old notes
are no longer legal tender.

eRsYBCE Y .
(’@@ Q_ar A ué@;ﬁg})
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

The labourers are refusing to
accept Rs. 50 and Rs. 100 notes.

NG @8k DuY., 8. cuedd

(Qsorreas sarflG) erer. erb, QuUGrer)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

So far as institutions are concerned,
if they make an application to the
bank regarding any old notes we
shall see that the exchangeviscmiade:
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—zndE Btnd
ey 8F Yunsle S,
(8. Qear&e LIt (@) f5 &)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I can do that. I raised this point
only for the sake of clarification.

oS @l DY, 8. cueds

(Qaerras &aor G orer. erib. QuCrmr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have an amendment to move.
I move,

“In page 2, lines 10 and 11, to leave
out ‘value of the notes’ and insert ¢ value
of the currency notes’.”

oY o 82 cwldsh 9Dg 20m» Doy Bow
omOuxy wmOud HBFuw wPHw «m» &' »da
S0um Gy, By Sa.

B D0 MO OB} BE GDG, @B
o e O0w CEBY, InEdm T,

Dosy B eI TN w sy, BTy
oDOluend omlum MmO BIw oW,
w5 g Do TQum G, wwmully .

3 2 Do Bw, woealIMmmEndewnsy sm
oROuemB emduns wOwd HIFw GHeE
Bewla @wém» ¢

ACrAGH 11
UTFSES BT  UBPurEs  @QEés
Cauent(h) G Loeor e BSsLIl R Blrrsflssd
L e .

ety GavrenrBC Loeorty

Gl s er

Ypss Qerpser Qmls Cerssiiur. Caer
Glir orer ey ABSSL1L( TP ECETTOTLY
LHt ).

AUTeSWD,  BDBSSLOUDpaury  wCET ST
LGBurs Bomés Couar®Ger oo HB&GsL

L) e pmEQsTeTeriL L g,

3 o aurssid, SEssL0UHDaTy wCEr
sraler uGSurs Qurss GoaranGOwer &L L %
e i’y gy,

Question, that the words proposed to
be left out stand part of the Clause, put,
and negatived.

Question, that those words be there
inserted, put, and agreed to.

Question, that the Clause, as amended,
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 3, as amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

b 2 6» 5 @3 Doy H o o=dduemnd
CrnOuEw WMEwd B @ =8 Bowdoe ™I
GE.

4 oib aurFsSBBE L 5 b UITFSLD VDT
wCergreler u@GBwrs @més Coauar@er
&Lt CoruL LI gy,

Clauses 4 and 5 ordered to stand part
of the B4l
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CrLavuse 6.—(Action  taken by
Commissioner of Inland Revenue
on declarations made to him)

aé @ehda 5. 0O, cuedo
(Qserray @erflG erer. erib. Quiromr)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I have certain amendments to this
clause. These amendments are all for
clarification purposes.

B0 WD @G& WeeeIWIB !
QEdnuiul L B hs S mEer :
Amendments made :

(i) “In page 3, line 25, leave out ‘by
hlm ,.H

(ii) “In page 3, line 42, leave out ‘a
tax’. ”
~ (iii)) “In page 3, line 43, after ‘(a)’
insert ‘a tax’.”

(iv) “In page 4, lines 1 to 6, leave out
all words and

Insert :

¢ (b) if the amount of the tax computed
under paragraph (a) is less than 50 per
centum of the value of the old currency
notes surrendered by such person, a tax
equivalent to 50 per centum of the value

of the old currency notes surrendered by

such person shall be levied on such
person.’”

(v) “In page 4, line 16, at end, add:

¢or the declaration under section 5
includes any income which has been
invested to the extent of such invest-
ment.’. »

Sasy Ha weenidmmbensy, s e8d
sem® emous mBwd - HFe «RN®, @B
gd»es B0um €EW, Bt .

6 25 2oz R, gocd Immndeusy S
cP00uend cmlum M Ow0 DI P
Bewlo DE®» C&

arEstd, B(ESSLUGLDDAITD! Qe g meier
UGB LTS [OlGEE Caucr®@nar 6@ b & &L
L1 (B @‘@geﬁ@&ﬁirwﬁuigg.

6 oyb GUTEFSELD, B (w5 SLOUDPATD wGer
Fmailer LGB TS @@aﬁ&: CovarGOer &L 2w
a9 -

Question, that the Clause, as amended,
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 6, as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

7 95 Eos Ba u»w ePngluensd ommOud
™ Ewd BFw wnud Bewdo DE® cd.

7 b wQFTsTelST LUGHUTS
@msa CeuanrGlGLer & Somud L &l

Clause 7 ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

G &F& LD
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ABesnd caRth Qw. (cmen crne®
€ecOB)

(8-
Opp@ @rerrb Sussgser)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Second Colombo
South)

May the officials be allowed to
come into the Chamber to help in
drafting the amendments ?

Qui e Q& riionr—QarapLbL]

DS BN GRS
(FLIT BTLST el &er)
(Mr. Speaker)

If these are consequential amend-
ments, they may be handed over to
the Clerk of the House.

8 95 w9 2 Doy B sm»m odsend
cmoue @mSwd DA @R <8 Bowleo DD
c&

8 ohtb 9 b aresmser wWRFrsrelar LGS
wurs @QHES Covcir@Owar &L Srud L gl

Clauses 8 and 9 ordered to stand part of
the Bill.

CrLause 10— (Exemptions by the
Central Bank)

M8 ADES. gHINRD

(soorflE Gery. SanpTILES)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

mloces € OB BHewmed
B3890 @B & Bed®. B¢ c® ud el
w5t ? e@mng €® BB ? SrROTGE
P e AsY Dl P98 ged
B S5Nd. €D Rewed BDHED é5y 65
e ® amesy mHO m@B8. Who
are 'the persons to be exempted ?

o @B 0. 28. oueld
(Quorra s s 5l orer. erid. QuUGTTT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

This is in order to prevent any per-
son from being punished for acting in
terms of this legislation. It is a sort
of indemnity for acting under this

Bill.
10 22 Som B S cwplsemd omd
ey mSwd Be eped Bowlo @2é® CE
10 b UTEFSLD Qe g el Gor LGS
QmsS Qovevar(HGLDGoT s L Goruf L il
Clause 10 ordered to stand part of the

Bili: :
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11 2 RoxyBed €2 13 T» Do Fe
e wm® cwofuend omdum :mTad
BB el Bowo WE» GE.

11 b aurssgBalmpg 13 DptD  QUTF&ELD
amr weErgrder uGBurs QrEsCouer®
Quoerr &L L Zorudle L1 L &i.

Clauses 11 to 13 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

CrAUSE 14— (Interpretation)
ad @hBe d5Y. . cwels

(Qsarrey sorfE erer. erb. QuGrrmr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
I move, “In page 5, line 41, to leave

r

out ‘ other’.
¢ M 800 ewldsy @D 20m» Doy Red

gy ¢mBwd BFu @PDE «B® Fa A
Bum ¢y, Bdy» Ja.

Dany el Seond SoNHESEsY, a5y
eOPuemS cmdum wiCwd PFu wPW, «5
s D s ¢, umuldn B
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14 93 Doy Bw, BooalRonmmécwsy, s»HBY
cPOconB emmlue WmOwd BIe @PWR
Bewla DE® L

oL Gorar@Qwer 19CrAdsEini’ L QFrp
sor eursassHar UGHurs  Gmss  Coaeanr@
Quar de ABOSsLULE prrafésiu’ e g
DmssUGuUppearm  wCErsrelsr
uspBurs Bmss CauearbCwar ey oGEss

Ul (B apmSGETETOTLILIL L Gi.

@UIT F&E LD

14 oyip auresy, BEHSsUCOUHPaTY WEFT
sréfler uGHurs BEHssCuar@owar &L dor
ue el &

Question, that the word proposed to
be left out stand part of the Clause, put,
and megatived.

Question, that the Clause, as amended,
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 14, as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

New CLAUSE 13.— (Special provision relating to the Central
Bank in its capacity as the scheduled bank.)

“ Special
provision
relating to the
Central Bank
in its capacity
as the
scheduled bank.

13. Notwithstanding that the Central Bank is a scheduled
bank, the Central Bank shall not be obliged to accept or
hold deposits under this Act.

pEluw WD c2w, e Hwd® c.
Qareprrliul®  pserepern B LG » .
Brought up, and read the First time.

oS ¢aam% O5Y. 8. cuelsbs
(Gseorres serfG erer. erib. QUETIT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I move,

“That the Clause be read a Second
time.”

g me B0um 8, wwmuedym du.

Do’ e cm elumd Sny 93
GDe, om od De  S9sm CIYY, wumuldD
e,

13 25 g Dony He
e @mEwd B

ce.

afley BESE B erpaySQasrereriii L &.

sxmy  e@mdluend
el Bowa DOD

aurFsin wlsrgradey Coidgsiis . Ceusr(d
Quear alley BSS I G arpoysQsmereriint
L.

13 b yBw eurssid wlsrsrelsr @S
wres  @onss  Ceauamr@Ower &L Sorufe i
&

Question put, and agreed to,

Question, that the Clause be added to
the Bill, put, and agreed to.

New Clause 13 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.

& MmSsnD Doz fowd emlum wmOee
BT ¢ Bewia 0 CE.

gadB Doz’ B wn 000 DOV c@9®
send cwmlum wOwd HFe @PWE Bewie
DE® CE.

s»W cdum, wiewddm wSMD, NSn
DS G

umud b uGBPwLTEs G HSs

Q@& & i el et
Cauarr (R ioer &Lt Garufi L1t &i.

FLL DT QUIT & & (LPLD SOUILYLD LG e g meiiler
LI D UIT S @) (ms % Covanr(BGer &L L dorufi_ 1y

I T

Preamble ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Bili “réported with Amendments.
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o grrle DxY. 8. cueds
(Q@errey seoorp s erer. erd. QUCrar)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I move,

_ “That the Bill be now read the Third
time. ”

gl »e SRum cesY, wwmuldnm Ja.

B eWmOPum SO gPMCED Bocwd Fmumnd
gusY DsIT 26 Budr u€@m» wém» ¢l

ey ARSsLI’ R, apmEQesrererini’t &.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the
Third time, and passed.
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The Sitting is
430 p.M.
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suspended till

Sitting accordingly suspended till 4.30
P.M. and then resumed.

CoM (PrIFRID® WD ERIIDHN)
BFeeRIWD BHY 6DIDSH
@Qomes (yrAueaibliyd &S5 ETApD)
Sns s wCErsr
Cevyron (CONSTITUTION AND

INDEPENDENCE) AMENDMENT
BiLn

ec@m 286 Dwde® Bewlow Bux &

@rewemrid w@indpsrar &L Gr aurfEst
(SIS, B

Order for Second Reading read.

ad @pnda oI @& ¢ B

(Qserray  sarplp GQaredlar gr. &
Haveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

oS DXINEDRNOE, ersnewz S
B0 Ced Ermvndew 8B, guodis
cCamensy @y & Beadm gy mwsy
88acd 0.8 Berm gdf%edE ®
SEGICHINES STt Mot s1rer RS [OMO - I CIOLO)
8end Qe O™ g @BSO0 @B
@B DO ¥ e Doz ol

Bewids 0538 VeIDEw

624
—&5dm 86 Bwde

c®® vmm wOAIVewsy @B O
gdE ©20edB; 68 wsrn e
t020% ED NG DD AT
cwzsy @B TNB. g ceende Do
gmed ¢ e02:39%d 06 com wd 88
ACD g wéeerm BRew GEud qmn?d,
08 CB NEEO c® 2D Oy »d
em® O c¥enw BHEe®E g @B
cDsY 5 £dDH. ge &HY 8 <’ ged
6® e0290%T 26 O WdD ¢8 gewed
D6 enn 83w OO e 88D mdny
8 WEmD »® vy VD 84LED
08D 2@ 88" @& cAn
¢y BeA®DHD. & DSBENGDDN
cuny c®® vl wtmedsy gdwdw qBd
BB 26D mncw e HE® 8EAed
goed 9’ 8380 & ACEHessT R
O A2 YO wewnsy DEFm» @
R&.

21 5NN 2o

(Furpruss geuraser)

(Mr. Speaker)

t0@s 8Rwd ge &Y 7.30 © def
B8c® B qusy mg D BPew.

oG P8 eC 3y @8, ¢ BT

(Qaorres asarfls Oasroder i &
Seoveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

5D s O @SB e 8B
DE5T 5 9 B8 Bed.

WS BNGD NS
(FuTpTLST Oeuiser)
(Mr. Speaker)
ememzy ©8Cs
geoned 8D ?

a& a8 oY @d. ¢ 8D

(Gzerres sorfla Osrodlar ogi. &
foveur)

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

650 g8 Bw® Wé curm BeAB 6O
D0 6®w glwrY WS DsN.

dedd® e Dnf8e0

S BN NS

(Furprustr oyeuraser)

(Mr. Speaker)

gec &5 80 I gowzsy RNEVOR
e Beadsyem.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

625
Comn (Gon@m® @ DA®LN) BoedIH
B85 eY®sH
ob @B oS . ¢ BED
(Osorres  sarfla GarToder KT, &

Baovaur)
(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
dexn® »® ge &HB) 9 Oy e ded
8@ sy Dens «»l.

Is the Adjournment at 7 or 7.30
P.M. ?

25NN s
(FUTprusT g){rsuﬁ"&@if}
(Mr. Speaker)

At 7.30.

od p&n e @d. ¢ B

(Qasorrey  sorfE Qasrevdfler yr. &
Revar)

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Is that all right ? What is on at

7.30 would be carried on till 9.00.

ed. #d. L&A cu.

(Ba Co. i guaiger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
We took 1% hours for that other

Debate. From 8.00 to 9.00 it is one
hour. What we had decided on was
to go on till 8.00.

oG @l emn@E3sT . ¢ 8o

(Gsorrar sorf@ Qasrodear i &
Reveurr )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I do not mind, Sir. If you wish to
make it 9.30, I earnestly appeal to you
and to the House to be so good as to
agree to make it 9.30.

DS 1= Ea) (O
(Furprusi
(Mr. Speaker)

Does the House agree to go on with
this Debate till 9.30 p.r. ?g

SyeUlT &air )

oG I HDE,
(Qaarray YIS & B )
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Mr. Speaker, I refer to Clause 35
(4) appearing in page 9 of the Bill. I
will read it in English with your per-
mission :

“The definition of the expression
‘written law’ in section 2 of the Inter-
pretation Ordinance shall, in its applica-

tion in the case of this Act, have effect
subject to the following modifications : —

(a) as though there were substituted,
for the expression ‘all Ordinances’, the
expression ‘the Ceylon (Parliamentary
Elections) Order in Council, 1946, all
Ordinances’ ; and

(b) as though there were substituted,
for the expression ‘Queen in Council’,
the expression ‘Queen in Council (other
than the Order in Council hereinbefore
mentioned),’”

Permit me to say this in English
and I will say it in Sinhala. Sir, I had
this inserted, as they say in the courts,
ex abundante cautela, out of an abun-
dance of caution, lest it be necessary.
But after the fullest consultations
with the necessary authorities—and I
do not bring into it any capacity I
may have as a lawyer but taking my

Bewldm @535 SeHRVCEK
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advice from the proper authorities
and sources—I am satisfied that it is
a superfluity. Therefore, in Com-
mittee, I shall move to delete sub-
clause (4). It will not affect the
question of a certain application of
the Interpretation Ordinance which is
already in the Interpretation Ordi-
nance.
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“There shall be a Parliament ¢f the
Island which shall consist of His Majesty,
and two Chambers to be known respec-
tively as the Senate and the House of
Representatives. ”
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“I would very much wish to do so
because, I think, he is seeking to amend
a barbaric section in our constitution,
and I hope and trust that in the new
Constitution that will be drafted he will
repeal any such provision altogether.’”—
[OFrFrcrar, REPORT, 3rd August 1970 ; Vol.
90 c. 1017].
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“ Therefore, because of the rstrospec-
tive effect that this law is intended to
have—not because we are opposed to the
repeal of this Section—our Party has to
c[)%pose thfi{s ameélcgng legislation. ”—

FFICIAL REPORT, 3rd August 1970 : :
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«There are various offences of which
persons are convicted but all of them are
not of the same nature. Some involve
what one usually calls moral turpitude,
and some do not. For example, robbery is
an offence which involves moral turpi-
tude.

Senator S. Nadesan : Rape.
Senator Perera: Unless there was con-
tributory negligence !

Senator The Hon. Jayamanne : A person
who has committed an offence
such as that should be disquali-
fied.”
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« Senator Rajaratne: Even if it is rape,
he should be disqualified.
Senator The Hon. Jayamanne : Yes."”
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“Senator Rajaratne: Even if it is rape,
he should be disqualified.

Senator The Hon. Jayamanne : Yes.
Senator Rajaratne : That is right.

Senator the Hon. Jayamanne : And also
rovbery and such other offences,
and also offences against the
State. Suppose one has conspired
against the State or one has com-
mitted forgery.

Senator Rajaratne: Committed a crimi-
nal offence against any girls:
That is one of the offences under
the Penal Code. That also comes
under moral turpitude.”

“Senator The Hon. Jayamanne: I was
merely saying—

Senator Rajaratne : Unnatural offences.

Senator The Hon. Jayamanne: I was
merely saying that all offences,
though the punishment for the
offences may be the same, are not
of the same nature...”—[OFFICIAL
REPORT, SENATE; 6th August
1970 ; Vol. 30. cc. 657-9].
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A great authority on these subjects.
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“Having read those speeches and not
having seen the Bill, I came here with
the intention of suppcrting this Bill,
because I found, on principle, that the
objection taken by some of the Opposi-
tion Members to this Bill, namely, that
this Bill is of a retroactive nature, is
something which could not be justified. ”
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“And the reasons for that have been
partly given by Senator Rajaratna who
spoke last. That is why we cannot
possibly subscribe to this Bill in its pre-
sent form.”—[OFrricIAL REPORT, SENATE ;
6th August 1970 ; Vol. 30, cc. 700, 702.3
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“That is why I say that if a straight-
forward Bill had been brought in the
other Place seeking to delete this clause
(13) (f), I for one would have been the
first to support it with all the vehemence
at my command. But instead of doing
that, the present Bill nas been brought, a
Bill which justifies the continuance of a
section of this nature. "—[OFfFICIAL
ReporT, SENATE; 6th August 1970 ; Vol
30, e i16]

Furthsr, he says that he cannot
possibly subscribe to a principle
which no other democratic legislature
in the world has subscribed to that
a person who is guilty of offences
from murder to rape may enter

Parliament without being dis-
qualified.
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“ After all, nobody in the Senate wants
to be obstructive, to create any difficulty
for anyone. We want to make our con-
tribution if we possibly can and as best
as we can; and so long as we exist we
must make our contribution, if it is our
duty to make a contribution. It is in that
spirit that I thought I myself would make
whatever contribution I can.”—[OFFICIAL
REPORT, SENATE ; 6th August 1970 ; Vol. 30,
c. 725.]
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“ Senator The Hon. J. M. Jayamanne :

Mr. President, with your permissionr I
would like to make an explanation. We
have listened to the speeches made by
Senators K. M. P. Rajaratne and S.
Nadesan and I would like to assure this
House that a Bill will be introduced in
the other Place and thereafter in this
House to delete section 13 (3) (f) of the
Constitution Order i Council. "—
[OFriciaAL REPORT, SENATE; T7th August
1970 ; Vol. 30, c. 730.]
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“In view of this position, may I know
from the Government whether it would
be willing to accept my amendment at the
Committee stage so that without delay we
can get rid of this Section 13 (3) (f) "—

D s ewem»d eTHm@® H»D
80y c@eed Bwmdn.

—“1 should like to know from the Hon.
Minister of Justice whether the Govern-
ment is prepared to consider accepting
my amendment at the Committee stage if
we go on to that stage. if it is not willing,
as far as I am concerned, no useful pur-
pose will be served in proceeding to the
Comm.ttee stage, and I will have to take
appropriate steps accordingly.

Senator The Hon. Jayamanne :

We are not prepared to accept any
amendment—[OFFICIAL REPORT, SENATE ;
Tth August 1970 ; Vol. 30, ce. 731, 732.]
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BRen B,

- Senator The Hon. Kumarasuriar :

-...We wili be earning the goodwill of
this country if we go throush with this
plece of legislation. We shall save an
Innocent man and allow an electorate to
be properly represented.

Senator Rajaratne :

We are prepared to do that.
accept our amendment.

Please

Senator The Hon. Kumarasuriar :

We shall also save quite a sum of
money for the country.

Senator Rajaratne :

We are willing to help that innocent
man. Pl~ase let us get together and help
him.—[O=FIcIAL REPORT, SENATE; Tth
August, 1970 ; Vol. 30, cc. 739-40.7
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“I commend..for the consideration of
the Hon. Minister..to remove this
obnoxious proviso to Sectionr 13.”

“We do not wish to stand in the way. "

&8 58S 515’ 6ed %0 GBS
mésyersy

“The question of retroactive legisla-
tion is not a matter that I now wish to
refer to, whatever views may have been
expressed by the Members of my Party
in the other Place.” -TOrriciaT Reporr,
SENATE ; 7th August 1970 ; Vol. 30, ce. 810,

8117, ]
2013
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“ If he can say that, on the evidence as
is available on record, the man should be
pardoned, pardon him, or take our amend-
ment back to the other Place and explain
to them that we in this House which is
threatened with extinction have com-
sidered this matter and that we are will-
ing to support it. »__[OFFICIAL REPORT,
SENATE, Tth August 1970 ; Vol. 30, c. 813].
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(Qaerray ST H 5 Qaroveilar 7. S
Heveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

We issued no such threat to them,
but they felt that they were on their
last pangs. It was not our fault.
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(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
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(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Nownody ever mentioned any threat
of extinction on this matter:
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(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
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“1 call upon you to accept the amend-
ment which we as a group are going to
move. ’—[OFFIcIAL REPORT, SENATE, Tth
August 1970 ; Vol. 30, c. 817].
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(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

T 8 D wowedsy HO AR

Dy M.

cd. 8. £wdiA®» .
(_@@_ Gea. 9y QUG H6IT )
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
smemd 08 »mdsed
c@ctfc B B!

BBy

« 1 do not know what reasons they
had for acting in the way they did ”.
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(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Does the Parliamentary Group
meet together ?
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(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

Yes, we decided to oppose the
Bill because of that Section.
WD b0y e®etd wemsY ©IDH:

“ ...and I am willing to suspend
judgment until I hear those reasons. But
to me the action of our Collegues in the
other Place meant that a group decision
was no longer valid. It seemed to me, and
I am speaking for myself, that those
Members did not have the heart to oppose
iﬁlipf being granted to a Colleague of

eirs.

& Boxtesy 8. wben 03P
Déeu o gme BDS&G g8
g8 neyf oo ged &xYen
&  gewddmwy e, @I
0BT O B8O D 6eRB Qenwd
BrFew Bedrm Bw. cuemd eBAC
ewsy = gborf c®etd R :

In the circumstances I felt that it would
be immoral, if I may say so, for the U.N.P.
Group, in the Senate—

(Senator The Hon. Kumarasuriar)
“Un-moral ” not “immoral ”.

(Senator Dr. Kalpage)

“the Hon. Minister prefers to call it
“un-moral "—to use its numerical majo-
rity to oppose this legislation merely be-
cause it sought to grant relief to a
Member of the other Place or merely
because it was retroactive. ”’—[OFFICIAL
REPORT. SENATE, Tth August 1970 ; Vol. 30,
cc.834, 835].
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“However, if they are agreeable to an
amendment which will make this Bill a
worthy piece of legislation, then I think
we will be prepared to go along with
them. That is the function of the Senate.”
—[OFFIcIAL REPORT, SENATE, 7Tth August
1970 ; Vol. 30, c. 841].
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“...1 urge that when hon. Senators

vote on the amendments which. the Opnos
sition will move to this Bill, amendments

1970 @TerdE 206
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which the Government agree to but are
afraid to accept in this Chamber, amend-
ments which they say they will bring for-
ward on some future indefinite date—I
hope all hon. Senators will vote for the
amendments—they will regard this matter
as elder statesmen and not as puny politi-
cians. "—[OFFICIAL REPORT, SENATE, Tth
August 1970 ; Vol. 30, c. 843].
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“U. N. P. will oppose the Senate Bill ”
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“ At yesterday’s Opposition Parliamen-
tary Group meeting, the opinion was ex-
pressed that the Senate Abolition Bill
was not purely a retaliatory measure
because the Senate rejected the earlier
Constitution (Amendment) Bill.

It was felt that the Government was
afraid that there was a possibility of the
Senate taking objection to certain
features of the new Constitution once it
was presented in the Senate.”
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“Not less than two Ministers, one of
whom shall be the Minister of Justice,
shall be Members of the Senate.”
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“One of the features of the Bill to
which the U. N. P. strongly objected was
the increasing of the number of
Appointed MPs in the House from six to
eight. It was felt that this was being done

purely to accommodate the two Ministers
now in the Senate.”
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair,

and MRr. DepuTy SpPeEakErR [Mr. I A.
Cabper] took the Chair.
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“ Asked whether his party would take
this matter before the country at public
meetings, Mr. Jayvewardene said they
would = follow the procedure of a
pariiamentary opposition.”
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“ (3) In the exercise of his functions
under this Section the Governor-General
shall endeavour to appoint persons who
he is satisfied have rendered distinguished
public service or are pPersons of eminence
in professional, commercial, industrial or
agricultural life, including education, law,

medicine, science, engineering and
banking.”
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Mr. Speaker will
now take the Chair.
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[Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the Chair, and MR. SPEAKER tock the
Chaird
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(90@)L1 @rib. erib. (pahHLIT—p 5 S@YT ) '
(Mr. M. M. Mustapha—Nintavur)

Mr. Speaker this Government is a
constitutional Government. It has
not come into being through a mili-
tary coup d’etat. It has come into
being as a result of the votes of the
people. It is therefore necessary that,
so long as this Constitution exists,
the Government should act
constitutionally in all matters.

Sir, our Constitution is based on the
recommendations of the Soulbury
Commission. Though our Constitu-
tion is said to have been imposed on
us by the foreign rulers, we all know
that the Soulbury. Commissioners
were guided primarily by the Minis-
ters’ scheme of 1943 in framing this
Constitution—[Interruption]. In fact
they were the Government of the
day; they were representing the
people of Ceylon as we now represent
the people of Ceylon.

oS 6;?3@3355 emC sy @d. ¢ S
(Qaorras  &oor b 5 Qaroveller oy &
Fevaur)

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
They were already out of date.

Qeddfwn e

(mEL epevsLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

Mr. Speaker, the commissioners
who came to Ceylon gave ample
opportunities to individuals, organiza-
tions, and everybody concerned to
air their views, and it was after con-
sideration of those views and on
representations made by the people of
this country that the Constitution was

ultimately framed.

A glance at the Soulbury Report
reveals that the Soulbury Commis-
sioners have analysed and examined
certain constitutional aspects, and at
the end of each chapter their conclu=-
sions are set out in the form of
recommendations.
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Those  recommendations, Mr.
Speaker, are not to be looked at as
being in watertight compartments.
They are inter-dependent. The
recommendations on one aspect of the
Constitution are influenced by the
recommendations on another aspect

of the Constitution dealt with in an
earlier chapter.

For instance, the Soulbury Com-
missioners deal fully with the
question of representation in Chap-
ter 8 of their report. Having ex-
pressed their views on the question
of representation in the context of the
political situation in this country and
in the context of the existence of
various communities, various reli-
gious groups and various races in
this country, they go into the ques-
tion of whether a second chamber is
necessary or not in Chapter 9 of their
recort.

What I am trying to say, Mr.
Speaker, is that the Constitution has
to be looked at as one document and
not as different parts of a document
because the decision of the framers
on one matter has a direct bearing on
their decision on another constitu-
tional aspect. What I am saying is
this : the decision to have a second
chamber was largely influenced by
their decision on the composition of
this very House.

od Os3BDlowd
(Qzerres omsssair eHGUIT)
(An hon. Member)

No. It is borrowed from the House
of Lords.

Ledfen Do

(@ epavsLT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

The decision to have a second
chamber was dependent on their deci-
sion on the question of representation.
What does the Constitution say about
the legislature ?

DN BNGWN S

(P &LT BrLST Qe Eer)

(Mr. Speaker)

The Soulbury Commissioners’
Report has laid down why we should
have a second chamber. :
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(8@ @pevsLr)
(Mr. Mustapha)
I am coming to that, Mr. Speaker.
I am very happy you stated that.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, the Constitu-
tion, under which we have been
governed for the last 23 years, states
that there must be a Parliament, a
Parliament composed of two cham-
bers—the Senate and the House of
Representatives. @ The Senate is
therefore not a creature of this House.
It is a creature of the Constitution
in the same way that this House, the
House of Representatives, is a
creature of the Constitution. There-
fore, my submission would be that
the Senate has as much right to exist
under this Constitution as the House
of Representatives has. If it is
possible by the introduction of a Bill
to abolish the Senate, it should be
equally possible by the introduction
of a Bill to abolish this House. 1
ask you whether you can do that.
That is the question I am asking you.
Can we do that ?

od; sIRNOSew -
(Qaerros 9E% g o gg@sun")
(An hon. Member)

We can do that.

Sedfess Den.

(@@L epavsur)
(Mr. Mustapha)

If it is possible for us by the
introduction of a Bill to abolish this
House, in other words, to abolish our-
selves, do you think, Mr. Speaker,
that this Government has been given
a mandate to achieve that result ?

I started by saying that this is a
constitutional Government. It has
come into being as a result of the last
election, which itself was held in
terms of the provisions of this Consti-
tution. And having come into this
House, do you think that you can
achieve the result of abolishing this
very House by introducing a Bill in
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the same manner that you are intro-
ducing a Bill to abolish the other
limb of the legislature of Ceylon ? I
say, ho.

Mr. Speaker, we are not enamoured
of the present Senate and its person-
nel, but that is no argument against
a second chamber. If the present
Senate has not lived up to expecta-
tions, or if a previous Senate has not
lived up to expectations, because of
the deteriorating standard of its per-
sonnel, I think that not only the pre-
vious Government but all Govern-
ments have to take their share of the
blame for it. But that, in my sub-
mission, is no argument against a
second chamber in the legislature.

In fact, today Mr. Ellawala’s case
figured prominently in the speech of
all Members. If, in the operation of
this Constitution over the last quar-
ter of a century, it has been the con-
sidered view of this hon. House that
the Senate should be got rid of
there would not have been any need
to refer to Mr. Ellawala’s case in the
course of these discussions while
proclaiming to the whole world that
this Bill on the question of abolish-
ing the Senate has nothing to do
with the Senate’s behaviour on the
Constitution (Amendment) Bill that
went up to them. I say that I can-
not understand this argument, be-
cause a second chamber has been
thought of as necessary to constitute
the legislature for certain reasons
which, Mr. Speaker, you yourself
said are set out in the report.

In fact we know the difficulties
candidates undergo in Ceylon in the
course of an election campaign. It is
not always possible for knowledge-
able people, elderly people, to get
into this House. It was felt that their
knowledge and experience would be
of tremendous value for the govern-
ment of this country, and therefore
it was provided that there should be
a second chamber into which can be
elected or nominated people who be-
longed to the professions, people who
would otherwise not have had an
opportunity of sharing in the
administration of the country.
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(B, rgen Coapdiflu Coeprudss)
(Mr. Ratna Deshapriya Senanayake)

But not to obstruct the people.

Qs e

(@)L @pevsUr)
(Mr. Mustapha)

My hon. Friend the Parliamentary
Secretary is talking of obstruction.
There is a purpose for whicdh this
second chamber was created, and I
say that during its long period of
life if there was one occasion on
which the Senate lived up to the ex-
pectations, it was on that very same
occasion that you say it had acted as
an obstruction to a measure sent up
by this House. Impartial observers,
the press and everybody agreed that
the occasion when the Constitution
(Amendment) Bill went to the
Senate and the Senate followed a
certain course of action, was its finest
hour. That is what they said.

¥y edwBe oW snrNne® D,
(Bm. rger Csapdflu Cr@pruss)
(Mr. Ratna Deshapriya Senanayake)
Finest obstruction.

adi oS5

(Q@sarras Gserirer )
(The Hon. Keuneman)
Finest hour or final hour?

Qudmfen .

(2@ apovsuT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

There were several others who
felt that that was the Senate’s finest
hour.

Mr. Speaker, the Constitution is a
sacred document. That is why there
is a special procedure required to
be followed in the case of amend-
ments to it. That is because the pro-
visions of a Constitution, unlike the
provisions of any Bill, are sacred,
and therefore there is an insistence
upon a two-thirds majority and so on
and so fourth.
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In earlier Parliaments, too, certain
provisions were amended at certain
stages, but those amendments relat-
ed to the form and not to the con-
tent of the Constitution. In fact,
there was an amendment of this
Constitution during, I think, Sir
John’s time with regard to putting
off the date of appointment of a de-
limitation commission. It did not
really touch on the contents of the
Constitution; it was something
touching on the form of the Consti-
tution.

On every occasion when the Cons-
titution was sought to be amended,
every Government took the step of
appointing a Select Committee, and
the Bill that was introduced in this
House was as a result of the recom-
mendations of the Select Committee
composed of representatives of all
parties. In other words, the Bill was
the result of an agreed statement by
representatives of all parties,
because, after all, the Constitution is
something that is held sacred not
only by one party or the party in
power but by the entire people. It
is something like the national flag.
which does not belong to the Gov-
ernment or to the Government
party alone. When the national flag
is hoisted everybody stands up and
salutes it.

Similarly, the Constitution is
something that should be considered
above party level. I say that, in try-
ing to get rid of the Senate in this
fashion, we are interfering with the
Constitution of Ceylon in a most un-
constitutional way. In fact, the
present Government, while they
were in the Opposition, refused to
participate in the work of the Select
Committee for very good reasons.
They said the Constitution was
something that could not be altered
piecemeal; that ad hoc amendments
should not be introduced. In fact,
according to them, what the country
needed in the light of a quarter of a
century of experience was a brand
new Constitution. The Hon. Prime
Minister invited the Members of
Parliament as elected representatives
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of the people and not as Membgers of
Parliament sitting as such in this
House. This very extraordinary pro-
cedure of meeting in Navarangahala
to draw up a Constitution was re-
sorted to because it is not possible
for Parliament to get rid of the
Constitution. It is an extra-legal
procedure. We have nothing to do
with the Constitution. There is 2
Constituent Assembly sitting to
draft a new Constitution outside the
pale or purview of this Constitution.
That is why, while this House could
have met here in this very Chamber
and by a simple resolution adopt a
new Constitution, we are taking all
these extraordinary steps and conve-
ning a Constituent Assembly outside
the Chamber of this House to bring
into existence an altogether new
Constitution which has nothing to do
with the present Constitution. But,
so long as we function under the
present Constitution, I must say that
we must act in terms of the Consti-
tution.

A  Constituent  Assembly is
simultaneously sitting to draft a new
Constitution. In fact the present
Government, while they were in the
Opposition, refused to have anything
to do with the Select Committee
which was appointed by the last
Government to revise the present
Constitution because they wanted a
new Constitution in all its aspects.

I said that the people accepted the

Soulbury Constitution in  its
entirety—
o o5

(Qserres GQaseriner)
(The Hon. Keuneman)
Who said that ?

Qdfen Scam.

(@@L epavsLT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

It was adopted by the House.

aé O BDBY
(Qzerras Gseriner )
(The Hon. Keuneman)
Never.
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(B i ofl Coa@pruss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

It was adopted by the State
Council.

Qi .

(@)L (pavSLIT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

Yes, it was adopted by the State
Council which was our Legislature
at that time.—[Interruption]

I have heard the Hon. Minister of
Constitutional Affairs say that he
never carries the draft of the new
Constitution in his pocket. He says
that the matter is entirely for the
Constituent Assembly. In fact, in
regard to the form and substance of
the Constitution that is to come into
being, he says, “I am as ignorant as
anybody else, as anybody in the
Constituent Assembly; I have no
draft.” But while saying that, the
Hon. Minister of Constitutional
Affairs, who is the chief personality
in this whole business of making a
new Constitution for this country, is
now introducing a Bill which makes
quite clear what his thinking is on
a very important aspect of consti-
tutional reform.

In fact, the Hon. Minister can no
longer say while he is speaking to
the public that he has not thought
about what form the new Constitu-
tion is going to take, because one
thing we know is that he is for a
unicameral legislature and not a bi-
cameral legislature.

5] ¢3@350§ G35y @d. € BCED
c‘?ﬁh}' &

(Qsorrar aza‘fr(ﬂf? r@ Q& roval e
P
Slevaur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

May I be excused for interrupting ?
My hon. Friend himself knows, for
he has been present on occasions
when I have addressed various orga-
nizations, I have always refused to
commit the Constituent Assembly or
the Government on anything, but I
have freely expressed my own views
on these matters, and there areéplenty
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of people in this country who have
been present at organizations which
I have been called upon to address at
which I have stated my own personal
opinions on these matters, I hope,
quite clearly. But I still say what I
have always taken care to say—that
I am the Minister of Constitutional
Affairs, but the Constitution will te
made by the Constituent Assembly.
You can be sure that I shall advocate
in the Constituent Assembly what-
ever I think is in accordance with my
thinking, and, being a member of a
Cabinet which never forgets that it
has collective responsibility, always
in terms of the Cabinet’s thinking.
That I would like to say publicly.

Qeddfen .

(@)L povsLT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

That is precisely and exactly what
I was myself saying. The Hon.
Minister of Constitutional Affairs on
behalf of this Government is now
introducing a Bill which states that
there shall be a unicameral legisla-
ture for Ceylon. The Government is
agreed on that.

=7) ¢:®ch6 eMC 35T @d. ¢ BEM
YT, &

(Q&6T 164 &m‘.fr{.-ﬁ’@ O I eV 6 657

Aavaur)

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I think the hon. Member must have
had to follow in translation what I
said in Sinhala. Then let me in all
frankness say this: I do not mind
being criticized, and I hope I will be
criticized as much as possible, but I
want to be criticized on the views I
expressed. I said today, on the matter
that is before us today, that we are
not involved with the Constituent
Assembly or the constitution-making
process here. We are concerned with
the Constitution under which we are

functioning today, the Constitution
which was given to us. That Consti-
tution contains a particular body, aot
any kind of second chamber but a
particular body, called the second
chamber, provided for, and I showed
exactlytothe -status which it holds
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under the Constitution ; and then I
showed the reason why we want that
Senate abolished.

Sedmfen .

(8@L1 @pow L)

(Mr. Mustapha)

I am sure that the Constituent
Assembly is going into many matters
including this very question. Now,
supposing the Government appoints a
Salaries and Cadres Commission, and
a set of public servants goes to the
Treasury for an adjustment of salary,
the Minister of Finance will not say
“I am going to adjust the salary.”
He will naturally refer the question
to the Salaries and Cadres Commis-
sion and will say, ‘“The matter is
being considered by the Salaries and
Cadres Commission and therefore you
should await the Report of the Sala-
ries and Cadres Commission.”
Similarily, if there is a Constituent
Assembly sitting and deliberating on
matters including this very issue,
namely, whether Ceylon should have
a unicameral legislature or a bica-
meral legislature—in fact, the
Constituent  Assembly is now
legitimately performing the task that
has been entrusted to it—what is this
indecent hurry, if I may say so, to
introduce this Bill in the meantime
to get rid of the Senate which has
existed for the last 25 years ?

I now begin to feel that, while you
are all the time proclaiming that this
Bill is not being introduced for the
purpose of wreaking vengeance on
the hon. Senators who voted against
the recent Constitution (Amend-
ment) Bill, it is precisely to penalize
them that this has been introduced.
No other conclusion is possible be-
cause, while an appropriate body is
sitting and deliberating on this very
issue, there is really no need to rush
through this Bill in this House.

In fact, even the previous U.N.P.
Government and the Government of
the late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike appointed a Select Committee
lo go into the question of the amend-
meni of the Constitution, and one of

Bewldn 9538 ®edaEw
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the terms of reference was that it
should go into the question of
Appointed Members and report
whether there should be Appointed
Members or not. I think the consensus
of opinion at that time and all along
had been against having Appointed
Members. In fact, I say that this
Constitution should be looked at as
one whole document, because it con-
sists of checks and balances for good
government in the country, and, un-
like in certain other countries, in our
country we have people of various
religions, various races, various cul-
tures, and people who speak different
languages.—[Interruption]. It is in
the light of the existence of these
problems that this Constitution was
given to us with various checks ana
balances and, therefore, I say that you
cannot alter the provision, parti-
cularly an important provision, for a
Second Chamber, without seriously
jeopardizing or impairing the checks
and balances that have been deli-
berately imposed under this Consti-
tution.

Now, what does the Government
do ? It seeks to abolish the Senate,
but at the same time it makes pro-
vision to increase the number of
Appointed Members from six to
eight. Now, the appointment of
Appointed Members of Parliament is
not done just for the fun of it. There
is a purpose for which these appoint-
ments are made, namely, to represent
unrepresented interests or inade-
quately represented interests in this
House.

There are two Appointed Members
in the other place who are Ministers
of this Government today. There is
the Hon. C. Kumarasuriar, Minister
of Posts and Telecommunications. I
know that he is a very efficient and
capable gentleman. If the Govern-
ment wants his services, it can utilize
them in another sphere, in another
field, but not by importing him into
this Chamber ; he has no interests to
represent in this Chamber. If it is
sought to be made out that he is being
brought here to represent the
interests of the Tamils, he being a
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Tamil gentleman, I say that it is
something that we cannot accept for
the simple reason that there are
several elected Members—and that
too from two recognized parties—to
represent them.

If the Hon. Kumarasuriar is to be
brought here, it is for the sake of
convenience, not as a result of any
need in terms of the Constitution, not
to represent any interests. It is for
the same reason that the Hon. J. M.
Jayamanne is to be brought here.

Further, there are 117 Members of
this Government. Therefore, is it all
that necessary to bring in these two
gentlemen to be entrusted with the
two portfolios they are now holding,
the portfolios of Justice and of Posts
and Telecommunications. I think it
would be, to say the least, an insult to
the elected representatives of this
House. If you say that two persons
capable of being entrusted with these
two portfolios cannot be found from
among the Members of the S.L.F.P.,
the L.S.S.P,, or the C.P, it is some-
thing that we should feel sorry about.

In fact, I must say that I have a
great regard for the Hon. Kumara-
suriar, but by coming here, as I said,
he will not be representing any
interests as contemplated in the
Constitution. In fact, this provision
with regard to Appointed Members
would be completely assailed, because
he will be brought here to represent
nobody.

e, »md. Swdlm V.
(5l Ceg. ayi. spuieui geor)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)
To represent the Senate.

Qe fasn .

(@ apevsur)
(Mr. Mustapha)
Yes.

a& SWBOsY
(Gsarres Gaeriner)
(The Hon. Keuneman)

To represent the architects ;
are unrepresented.

they
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(2@l epevsur)

(Mr. Mustapha)

In fact, it is very unfortunate that
after the abolition of imperial
honours and other honours that
used to be conferred on citizens in
the good old days, the Senate had
been looked upon as the dumping
ground for defeated candidates.

oé B8&nedd @mE. 8. AT MSNGD
(oD, SHEndmem M v DOWD)
GOF @ DO wOwenm wm dRdw
D))

(Qzorrar @pflwrCanr oy, 1. LewrL ur
BT 11 &—19T SLb zg{@)méaf@& LT F&TLIL,
Y@nFFad S B e,
G audsy ramr'u'JL'H_)! g{ﬁmmé&@&)

(The Hon. Sirimavo R. D. Bandara-
naike—Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence & External Affairs and Minister
of Planning & Employment)

We object to that. It was not a
dumping ground.

Leddfen Scn.

(@)L qpevgLIT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

In fact there has been one notable
exception: the Senate has also been
the breeding ground of the first
woman Prime Minister in the whole
world. That has been a notable
exception indeed, but by and large
during the greater period of its life
it has been made use of for the pur-
pose I mentioned, namely, as the
dumping ground for defeated
candidates.

@ad S. B. 8F&E (DEHBY» 2w Jexss
SRS

= o) . ; F
(Qaorre . 19. &u&man—enss56 s

Geveflelleudsma

atl (GHEHIT T O DIANNEGT YILDF FIT)
(The Hon. T. B. Subasinghe—Minister
of Industries and Scientific Affairs)

The only contribution which it

made was to provide a Prime
Minister. That is all.
Ledfesn Sca.

(@ @pewgsLT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

Well, if that is the contribution
which you say the Senate has made,
I think for that reason alone there is
justification for its continuance.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

723
Cotd (&R ©» WHIDIM) BoeRd VD
s’ emIPu—eed®m 88 DHwdd

ad; B8@ne! DT NENGD
(Qasorres GpPwonrCeur LG T priisss)
(The Hon. Sirimavo Bandaranaike)
I do not want to go back.

Qedmfen Scw.

(8@ qpavsLr)
(Mr. Mustapha)
We will not allow you to go back.

I do not want to take long. 1 feel
that, particularly when the Consti-
tuent Assembly is sitting and going
into all these matters, there is really
no need to rush through this Bill. I

would request the Hon. Prime
Minister, I would beg of her and the
Hon. Minister for Constitutional

Affairs, to withdraw this Bill. In
fact, nobody would like himself to
be thrown out, and nobody would
like the institution of which he is a
Member to be abolished. Therefore,
I am sure the Senate is going to
reject this Bill, and then it will take
another six months to come back——

9828w Vcam.

("Q@. ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁu}

(Mr. Edirisuriya)

There are other ways of doing 1t.

Qedfen .

(@ wpevsLr)

(Mr. Mustapha)

I do not know what other ways
you have in mind. As far as I am
concerned, you have no other way
except this. Let wus have a little
patience. The Steering Committee
would very soon be introducing its
basic resolutions here, and in one
year’s time we will have a new Con-
stitution. So I think till that time
there is really no need for this Bill

o 8w emE s @d. ¢ B
(Qsorres sarps Osrodler - &
Feveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I am hoping that it will not take
one year.
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Qe fen Do,

(3@Ls apawgLT)

(Mr. Mustapha)

Let us now sit at more frequent
intervals and draft a new Constitu-
tion with all speed so that there is no

need for this very unpleasant task
of abolishing the Senate.

ad eW. . SBYBNG

(Qserras Cs. 9. rgpriss)
(The Hon. K. B. Ratnayake)

cOO cwidznd @ @E8snY WEHD:
“8ew ar’ oF 8s gye.”

s@ »e IVu® I, uwwmuEldm Ja.
ciley) eSS (B eapostsereriiu L g.
Question put, and agreed to.

OoxsY BO Iwew 1970 N euwad 27 2»
FODGHEH SDWOD Led.

@seruy. laurgih ©FDMAUSSLIIL L 5.

clleurgid 1970 e&Crrur 27 Qedeurdis
G Eor G0 S TL_iSh.

The  Debate stood adjourned
accordingly.

Debate to be resumed on Tuesday, 27th
October 1970.

25)6 25)15@
@5 5lemauliL
ADJOURNMENT

9CE B 22 ¢ w. 7.30 sund DPcHY
DN ZNIDNY, FB L&D eNIOMm e H
e ace wnE Dx» G

oY ©O&wace S0 gWCE
g oo 9 O, 1970 @ e=vad 27 On
gondde & ‘o 10 d» oo
o Seu w.

UG gy Cprin (9. 1. 7.30 &@& 9Pl 1
GILDULITED Syeuiser  ef@eler &
FOLIMW 65 Henal G Fmiser.

FLIT 5T UL T

@seruy. senu 19.0. 9 wenllaE
1970 e&Grrur 27 Qseuerils
Spenn (p.s. 10 wenflevens &5

MGG HLILIL L .

And it being past 7.30 p.M., MR. SPEAKER
ad::vtoumed the House without Question
put.

Adjourned accordingly at
9 p.Mm. until 10 A.mMm. on Tues-
day, 27th October 1970.
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Answer tabled in reply to Question for Answer No. 1 of this day
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