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Read the First Time
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CEYLON
d, and the Third Time, and passed as amended

Read a BSecon


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

961
BeDEBIB
HewISy O DeRIEE
97 B flGlser Fens

House of Representatives

1970 ¥ eomiad 27 25 goand g
Qreuaurdis@pens 27, epGapur 1970

Tuesday, 27th October 1970

10 @ ¥ ewWacw do Ba.
[o& &OE Bewdwy »]

A
DS BNEDHH S
Qcummad .

Fants, @p. . 10 wellE@&HE g, FUTHIL
&F  yeiser [Gserrey ewrered Sesrger)
FEGILD BT BB )T ST,

The House met at 10 A.M., MR. SPEAKER

[TrE HoN. STANLEY TILLERKERATNE] in the
Chair.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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5. S@ces’m Own,

I have nominated the following
Members to serve on the Select
Committee to inquire into certain
transactions of Mr. V. A. Sugatha-
dasa, M.P., former Minister of
Nationalized Services :

The Hon. P, G. B. Keuneman (Chair-
man)

The Hon. H. S. R. B. Kobbekaduwa

The Hon. George Rajapaksa

2— B 17757

857 (70/10)

1970 ®FenddE 27

um o dusy B8z 8@

Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
Mr. K. C. de Silva
Mr. L. C. de Silva
Mr. C. X. Martyn

Mr. N. Wimalasena
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AND MEASURES (AMENDMENT)

BILL

WEIGHTS

“to amend the Weights and Measures
Ordinance ”.
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Presented by the Hon. P. R. Ratnayake,
Acting Minister of Foreign and Internal
Trade; to be read a Second time upon
Sunday, 1st Nowvember 1970, and to be
printed.
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(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—
Minister of Irrigation, Power and High-
ways and Leader of the House)
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(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—
Minister of Plantation Industry and
Minister of Constitutional Affairs)
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Order read for resuming Adjourned
Debate on Question—[26th October.]

“That the Bill be now read a Second
time ”.—[The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva.]

Question again proposed.
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(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I said it was a political act and it
would require a political answer.
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(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
This is the political answer.
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I am using the very words I used
then.
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I am thankful, because it would
help my own argument.
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Mr. Speaker, let me on behalf of
the Parliamentary Group of the
Tamil Congress extend full co-opera-
tion to the Hon. Minister of Consti-
tutional Affairs in respect of this
measure. Let me express my full
agreement with the arguments
placed before this House by him and
the tenor of those arguments.

It may be said that the Senate has
been of some importance all these
years and that it served a purpose.
The confusion in regard to the argu-
ment as to why the Senate should be
there arises, perhaps, from the idea
that a textbook second chamber is an
ideal institution to serve any
country. But this confusion between
a textbook second chamber and the
Senate that has existed in this
country is the result of the way and
manner in which our independence
and freedom were obtained.

At the time Independence was
granted to us we were almost swept
off our feet and a new Constitution
was foisted on the people of this
country. We were not fully aware
at the time about our rights and the
development requirements that were
necessary. As such, certain institu-
tions were created, and one of them
is the Senate, which proved a shackle
and prevented rapid progress and
development of our country.

Let us look at political institutions
as organs of development, and
examine how much they have served
the purpose. It may be said that the
Senate has not been a truly renresen-

tative body based on any principles
of political science. The Senate, in
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fact, has not represented either the
interests of the communities or the
regions of the country or the rights
of minorities. It has not served the
purpose which the original constitu-
tion-makers had laid down for the
Senate. It is our experience that
during the last two decades or more
this body never originated Bills,
which they were able to do at leisure.
It did not serve the purpose for
which it was really created, and as
such it has now become imperative,
with the new thinking of the people
and the changes in their attitudes
towards development, that a body
iie the Senate should be done away
with.

Certain arguments have -been
adduced by the Opposition, not in
any way against the abolition of the
Senate as such, but against the
manner of doing it. One such argu-
ment is that the Senate as an insti-
tution should be considered along
with other matters in the process of
drafting the new Constitution;
another was that two Senators are to
be brought into this House as a
matter of necessity. Nobody will
deny that the rationale of the propo-
sition requires that these adjust-
ments are a necessity, and that it is
not possible for the Government to
do anything other than to make these
makeshift arrangements until final
adjustments are made.

Let me tell these people that what
the Government intends to do is not
to add to the number of Appointed
Members or to have Appointed Mem-
bers as Ministers, but to adopt a tran-
sitional measure that has been

necessitated by the need to abolish
the Senate.

As regards a few illustrations as to
whether a Senate or a second cham-
ber is necessary, let us scan the poli-
tical horizon and experiences in
some of the Commonwealth count-
ries. In England the House of Lords
i1s sometimes packed with peers by
any new Government that comes
into pow=r, if the necessity arises:
and the House of Lords never stands
in the way of or obstructs any


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

995

oo (e 9O ©o HRmBY) 506 RI DB
p5sf eddum
[ﬁ)lﬁa&’)daéﬂ @(;.':'J.]
governmental measure, and it does

not thwart anything that the House
of Commons wants to do.

In India, in recent years, Yyou
would have noted that many of the
State legislatures, representing popu-
lations many times tnat ol our own,
have very unceremoniously brushed
aside and liquidated the Upper
House called the Legislative Council.
A recent incident in New Delhi could
illustrate this further. The Privy
Purses Bill of the Maha Rajahs was
passed by the Lok Sabha but was
rejected by a majority of a single
vote in the Rajya Sabha. But Mrs.
Indira Gandhi was able to get the
President to use his extraordinary
powers and see that the Bill was

passed, in spite of certain Supreme
Court decisions against the Lok
Sabha Bill.

Now, these are some of the poin-
ters towards political trends and poli-
tical thoughts that are prevailing in
Asia today. And, let me remind the
critics of this Bill that such trends
cannot be held back because the
requirements of development and
the urges of the people of Asia
require that drastic and rapid steps
should be taken.

One of the grounds of criticism of
this Bill was this: why could not the
abolition of the Senate be considered
along with the constitutional reforms
that are under consideration. But
one could point out that the Senate
as an institution, more than any
other part of the Constitution, has, in
fact, become a political opponent of
the House of Representatives, and
that many of the plans that will be
drawn up by the House of Represen-
tatives could be held up, delayed or
prevented by the Senate. It is well
known how the people’s wishes, as
expressed in the Throne Speech,
were approved by the entire House,
including the Opposition, which is an
indication of the urgency with which
the measures proposed in the Throne
Speech are expected to be carried
out. In this situation a body like the
SQenate could thwart any measures
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that the Government wants to imple-
ment and thereby prevent the pro-
gress of this country which is really
needed at a fast pace.

There have been certain other
arguments adduced against this Bill,
for instance, that the Prime Minister
was once able to get into politics
through the Senate and that a
Federal Party representative was
able to get into the Cabinet thrcugh
the Senate. But these are specious
arguments and cannot hold good in
an overall picture. In fact, they only
point to the contrary, that some chieck
is necessary regarding the nature of
the composition of the Senate.—
[Interruption]. That is right. If
that is so, the urgency is there: the
sooner we liquidate the Senate, the
better for the country.—[Interrup-
tion]. It does not conflict with the
question of a unicameral or bicameral
legislature ; but the point at issue
is that the new Government with its
plans has to go forward at a rapid
pace and that the Senate with its pre-
sent composition and present tempo
is and will be opposed to such mea-
sures and may be required to be re-
moved from the political scene.

Then it was said that the Tamil
Congress has previously been advoca-
ting a bicameral legislature. Though
in a unitary form of government
a unicameral legislature would be the
most ideal, during the time of the
Soulbury Commission a bicameral
legislature was considered to be an
ideal step ; but our own party at that
time did not approve of the nature
and composition of the Senate as it
was laid down at that time, and time
has proved that, because the vears
that followed showed that the
manner and the way in which the
Senate has functioned has neither
been to textbook form mnor of any

ractical use. Therefore, those argu-
ments that were adduced that this
proposal to abolish the Senate has
been politically motivated or is
revengeful cannot hold good, and 1
agree with the Hon. Minister that
there is nothing in the way of bring-
ing this legislation, and this
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legislation has been brought not one
day earlier. Nobody should oppose this
Bill when we are on the verge of new
constitutional reforms and making
our way for the rapid economic
progress of the country.

Finally, the Opposition critics
would do well to read the writing on
the wall. They should rise above
themselves and not act merely as
politicians.—[Interruption]. Eco-
nomic development and progress are
more important than any manoeuvr-
ing or attempt to stage a show-
down or to browbeat the Government.
It is best that all of us think alike in
the interests of the country and see
that this sort of refcrm is brought
about at the earliest and that we do
not delay any more the abolition of
the Senate.

Let me remind hon. Members that
we must recognize the sovereignty
of the people. It is in that spirit
that we approved the verdict of the
people, and it is in that spirit that
we unanimously passed the Address
of Thanks on the Throne Speech. I
request hon. Members to maintain
that spirit during the tenure of this
Parliament.

Thank vou.
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“I came here with the intention of
supporting this Bill, because I found, on
principle, that the objection taken by
some of the Opposition Members to this
Bill, namely, that this Bill is of a retro-
active nature, is something which could
not be justified. In other words, I was
of the view that, despite the fact that this
Bill is of a retroactive nature, on principle
it is a Bill that could be justified. That
was the view I took, and I might also
say, speaking for myself, that I was very
happy that an objective analysis of the
legal position, both in Ceylon as well as in
other countries of the world, and the
various principles that underline the ques-
tion of retroactive legislation, convinced
me that there was nothing wrong in retro-
active legislation being passed under these
circumstances. I came here prepared to
deal with that aspect of the matter, and
also for a personal reason, that reason
being that I happened to appear in the
case in which Mr. Nanda Ellawela was
charged in the Ratnapura Magistrate’s
Court, and it has been a matter of sincere
regret to me that, despite the fact that
rightly or wrongly I took the view that
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this was a fahricated case, I was unable
to convince the magistrate of the correct-
ness of my position, and Mr. Nanda
Ellawela1 was convicted. ”—[OFFICIAL
R%I(’}%R]T, SENATE, 6th August 1970 ; Vol. 30,
c |
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«“1 do not want to make a long speech,
Sir, but the basic question is this:
supposing a provision such as this had
been included in the Indian Constitution
there would have been no Nehru in the
Parliament of India, not one of those
Indian leaders would have been there fto
put forward their views in the Indian
Parliament. Practically all of them would
have been shut out. Here in Ceylon we
find that persons engaged in trade union
activity, persons interested in legitimate
agitation against the established order
in regard to what they consider is correct,
have been, by the operation of this iniquit-
ous provision, prevented from participa-
ting in the affairs of State.

Speaking for myself, I say this is an
iniquitous provision that must go, apart
from everything else. It should not find
a place in the Statute Book. And it is
hardly fair that we, knowing the past
history of how this clause 13 {f) in its
present form got into the Statute Book,
should ever be a party to permitting it
to continue on the Statute Book.

That is why I say that if a straight-
forward Bill had been brought in the
other Place seeking to delete this clause
(13) (f), I for one would have been the
first to support it with all the vehemence
“at my command. But instead of doing that,
the present Bill has been brought, a Bill
which justifies the continuance -of a
section of this nature. A person who has
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committed an offence has been charged
in a court of law ; well, he has paid the
penalty by going to jail. But he should
not thereafter for a period of seven years
as in respect of certain offences, have the
right to stand for election. That is what
the present Bill means. The present Bill
means tnac we are deleting some offences.
—[OFFIcIAL REPORT, SENATE, 6th August
1970 ; Vol. 30, c. 715-6.]
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“1 propose to move at the Committee
stage of this Bill that the whole of Clause
3 be deleted and in its place be substitu-
ted a clause to the effect that Section 13
(3) (f) of the Ceylon (Constitution)
Order in Council, 1946, be deleted and a
sub-section substituted to the effect that
a person shall be disqualified for being
elected or appointed as a Member of Par-
liament if he is serving a term of impri-
sonment for an offence punishable with
imprisonment for a term exceeding
twelve months or is under sentence of
death or is serving a ' sentence of
imprisonment awarded in lieu of execu-
tion of a sentence of death.”—[OFrrFIcIAL
REepoORT, Senate, 6th August 1970 ; Vol. 30,
ce. 721-2.]
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“ Seventeen years ago, in view of the
powers of the Governor at that time, and
subsequently under the 1931 Constitution,
there was little risk of hasty and ill-
considered  legislation reaching the
Statute Book, and the urge for a Second
Chamber was not insistent. But in view
of the Declaration of 1943 and our pro-
posals, the situation may in due course
become very different and we think that
2 Second Chamber will therefore be
advisable—not only to fill the gap created
by the diminution of the powers of the
Governor, but as a means of averting or
minimising any conflict that might arise
between the Governor-General and the
Lower House in respect of those powers
still left to him.”—[Report of the Com-
mission on Constitutional Reform, 1945,
page 78.]
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CeNB Wbien 690w :

“ Having studied many of the Debates
in the State Council, we think that, in
the particular circumstances of Ceylon,
a Second Chamber can make a valuable
contribution to the political education of
the general public. As already pointed
out, there are in Ceylon, as in other coun-
tries, a number of eminent individuals of
high intellectual attainment and wide ex-
perience of affairs, who are averse to
entering political life through the hurly-
burly of a Parliamentary Election. But it
would be an advantage to the country to
enjoy the services of men upon whom
party or communal ties may be expected
to rest more lightly, and who can express
their views freely and frankly without
feeling themselves constrained to consider
the possible repercussions upon their
electoral prospects.”
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“ As regards the minority communities,
we have reason to hope that the element
of communal representation will not
figure largely in the composition of a
Second Chamber. . . .”
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“The measure of the successful work-
ing of constitutional democracy in Ceylon
in the post-independence era must be
gauged not merely from the fact that the
system endured, but that the people
showed maturity in 1956 and 1964 by
making fundamental changes through the
replacement of one party with a radically
different party. In India and Malaysia
where the constitutional system has en-
dured, one party has heid sway for about

twenty and ten years respectively and this
1s not a good thing for democracy. ”

eI’ RS emn®sBsY wewd @ ded
§oeT g OO ©wmemd wendil a3
eDoE PY LE DOWO Ged B8
Bl gs¥® oL DN BRGNS B,
Soes. eS8 38DSwrse gemes g3
1956 € e 1964 85F Eozmed wrymnd
ONB WD EozndO @S N
D ev2Y erlsn. 6@w Ooef Besd
2 20 28 BBDSwmee Bid
55 D 30 mIm Ome 985T 0

1970 FTeddd 27

1006
—eedm 26 Bwde

MOBB. & wOw@® & Ymmmes eLmd
0% o 8w Wy WSO
MOBB. CozndD GteHO wedzy D
5% WéYery snd D 6860 o=
00 1970 GoF cuzydn g D 0@
wensy WEm & mmbemns ®0 & SE
Onewr) ® WBHemeh. 1956 & @B &
8Bl B8fcdn gmD cwemd
Bend gewd® @Yo, A8 eed
ey eecmm Do wBEe@sfmda
B g BesB. 1964 Y 60 wmend
goud DY DO M8 ey memn'
ccmmf B Bud dewvry ge NA
cded Demsl cecwmx BReam B
@O WCE' BN WEED, 6@ 66D wend
657 w®ylemcwsy® geundB 26 cdx’
50 Vw Des.

CWEHO wWend g8 S 1 e®sF
A WONY g BB 68 Sbws Em
D B8 Py DCER. ©wEHD tsend
B WD e exnd Ay
o8 90w B 96 O 6CH: &
9C ¢ B0m2. 6@ Ay w8 HOs B
ge ged Ernd WMEE o @I 5.
& B 87 swsfeed 0 DwEmsnd
¢y BCw @888 S mPsY sy

e OO v Bwe 8 e® &30 am
EWoNIed @unBcRwd 210 D8
& AemeSHYm) DA GHE®d

O’ Ve BACw B WS alw wy
BB @ etNB@en HEWD 8O B
BedHal 6357’ mH0 ey ed
28mn  Boew comdsy Bepmiw.
deany & BwuG@® D8zn BRwdDs®HO
& Aemelsyy Dfesy snen. @
& 8EReD 1947 xF, 1948 2xF, 1949
&, 1950 &z¥, 1951 &, 1952 &xf,
D, ewerd O'F CeTVEw ©d
B8emewsy® geofB 8 OIS
1964 & @ eidsy D¢ 1964 gonfed
Seed 17 dBe @) 68O wb wencd
DG DONeTEY edsr  BRedxsy
0 & sy mOBB. & 60 Bwdx'
exY DE» WmsYend HBmned 165 D
B eDHEB.

“I want to raise what has become 2

traditional question in this House. What
is to be the future of the Senate ? There
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is talk that certain changes are likely to
take place in the near future and that
the Government contemplates in some
way or other to extend the life of Par-
liament, and that even though they cannot
have a two-third majority for this pur-
pose, they hope by means of a subterfuge
to prevent a general election from being
held next year. They propose to raise the
issue of making the Government of this
country a republican form of government,
of getting away from the Commonwealth.
In view of all these likely changes that
the Government is contemplating, one
likes to “mow what the future of the
Senate is. Is the Government wedded to
the idea that the Senate should be a per-
manent institution, or is the Government
of opinion that the sooner they get rid of
the Senate the better it is for everybody?

We on this side of the House and the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party when it was
on this side of the House were very loud
in our protestations that the Senate re-
presents nobody and does not deserve a
place in a modern Government. Now that
the leader of the L.S.S.P. is on the other
side of the House will they see to it that
the Senate, which is an antediluvian insti-
tution, is abolished as speedily as possi-
ble ? "—[OrFrIiciaAL. ReporT, 17th  August
1964 ; Vol. 57, c. 165-6].
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« When Wellington thrashed Napoleon,

As every child can tell,

The House of Peers, throughout the war,

Did nothing in particular,

And did it very well”.
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Y BCE MY ¢ S,

(Bl Oer@ey i@ b5)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Mr. Speaker, I would like to speak a
few words in English in order to make
my hon. Friends, especially of the
Tamil Congress, understand our posi-
tion well. I had great regard for the
three representatives of the Tamil
Congress in the previous Parliament,
namely, Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, Mr.
S. Sivasithamparam and Mr. M.
Sivasithamparam. I shouldqdnsay
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when the Hon. Prime Minister her-
self has said that there are four
communities living in this country
and there are four major religions,
in such a position a second chamber
is very essential. Theretore, when
the Tamil Congress representatives
say that a second chamber is not
necessary, I think they are burying
the Lamil Congress in the South to
go and teil the people in the North
that there is no Tamil Congress in
the North. That is all I can say. 1
think a second chamber is a neces-
sity. If minority rights are to be
administered with justice and fair-

play, a second chamber must be
there. There - is no doubt about
that. We know that even the

highest among the Buddhist clergy,
the Maha Nayake Theros of the
Asgiriya and Malwatte Chapters,
have already expressed their view
that a second chamber is essential. I
have here the proposals submitted by
the All-Ceylon Buddhist Congress in
connection with the reform of the
Constitution. In paragraph 19 of their
proposals they say :

“It is our considered view that the
Constitution should provide for a bi-
cameral legislature in order to prevent
hastly and ill-considered legislation.”

I shall mention a few names of the
venerable monks—I do not want to
mention all the names—who sat in
that sub-committee of the All-Ceylon
Buddhist Congress: Kalukondayawe:
Sri Pannasekera Maha Nayaka Thero,
Kosgoda Dhammawansa Maha
Nayaka Thero, and so on. Mr. Hema
Basnayake was also in that sub-
committee.

TR R @

D8NG
(FLTBTUIST eur &6 )
(Mr. Speaker)

What are the names of the Maha
Nayakas ?

oY BCE Y ¢ Ow.

( ﬁ@j, GL_a@r@e L @) p21)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I shall read out some of the names.
They are: Kalukondayawe Sri Pan-
nasekera Maha Nayaka Thero, Kos-
goda (ldhammawansa Maha Nayaka
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Thero, Madihe Pannaseeha Maha

Nayaka Thero, Raddelle Pannaloka
Anunayaka Thero, and so on.

The proposals submitted by the
All-Ceylon Buddhist Congress were
received by us by post. Most probably
all hon. Members of this House would
have received them and I am only
quoting from those proposals.

ob @NBe eI @d. & BC D
(Osorres aswrflG Osroder . &
Hoveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

What are the names ?

Ay 8CF ymnwY¢e .

(B Qer&o LTEp2)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

The first name is Kalukondayawe
Sri Pannasekera Maha Nayaka Thero
and the second name is Kosgoda
Dhammawansa Maha Nayaka Thero.
“There are a number of other venera-
ble monks and a number of laymen,
and amongst them are Messrs. Siri
Perera, H. W. Amarasuriya, M. P.
Amarasuriya and Hema Basnayake.
Hon. Members must have received
these proposals. These were sent
by the A.C.B.C.

0dl @8 amd Iy §d. ¢ 8¢

(Qaor Ty sV B 5 Qsrovefler Y. &
Hoveur)

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I would have circulated them.

cawyBF wymsye S

(B Ousr&e Qi @b .51)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I am reading from the proposals

submitted by the All-Ceylon Buddhist
Congress in connection with the pro-
posed Ceylon Constitution. They want
a second chamber.

BewlEm @5I5) VeFRE®

1012
—ecdn 6 HwWd®

od mde el @ ¢ B
(Qaorres @orp@ Qarader gyi. &
Raveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That has been sent to me and it
has been duly circulated among the
members of the Steering and Subjects
Committee of the Constituent Assem-
bly. I think they have sent it to all
hon. Members of this House. I am

aware of it.

sy BCE wmmsY ¢ Ow.

(8. Ger8e ui@pF)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I got it.

Some hon. Members who spoke
before me, including the hon.
Member for Galle, expressed the
view that the second chamber came
into existence only in 1947. T totally
disagree with that. Even under the
first Leuislative Council there were
reserved Bills and reserve powers for
the Governor.

o @nBa omE I 8. ¢ B

(Osorres sorflf Oardeler Hi. &
Seveurr )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You are absolutely correct if you
treat that as a second chamber.

cany BCE By ¢g O,

(B Oarfe urEps)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I do—

adi Hr8en eI 8. ¢ B

(Ozerres @SS Qarovdfler T &
Hoveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The point is this. By creating this
chamber in 1947 they expressly said
that it was to replace the reserve
powers of the Governor. In other
words, lhey created one reactionary
institution because another was
disappearing.
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(Bm. QLecr@e Liienpm)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

My position is this. The second
chamber was existing even under the
Donoughmore Constitution. Even
when the State Council was there,
there were the reserved Bills and
reserve powers of the Governor. That
was the second chamber.

BoeRI WD

DI BNGDDE
(Fur srwsr DJeUIT &6 )
(Mr. Speaker)

Secondary control,
second chamber.

but not a

eAWBE YsYe .

(8. Qrer&e L@ 5a)
- (Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Not only secondary control, but the
Governor of Ceylon only represented
the United Kingdom Government and
not the Queen.

WD SIBNGDD

(FUTpTLST el s6r)

(Mr. Speaker)

But he was not the chamber.

ey 8C yonsYe wn.

(B Qrear@e i@ 5ba)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

He had more rights and wider
powers than the Senate has. My
argument is this: There was a se-
cond chamber in some form or
another and the Governor at that
time, representing not the Queen but
the Colonial Secretary, had wide
powers. He could reserve any Bill
which the State Council passed. So
we are used to a second chamber
from our first Legislative Council.

Sir, most of us here are Sinhalese
people. What was the position under
the Sinhalese kings ? What were the
functions of the gamsabhas and rata-
sabhas ? The king had his court, and
together they functioned as one
chamber.—[Interruption.] Let me
argue this—[Interruptions;]
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DBN R
(FurprusT oeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)
Order, please !

e B8CE wmY'¢ Ow.

(Bap. QerSey L@ pbm)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

The Sinhalese kings, one and all of
them, functioned as monarchies. They
had their own ministers ; they had
their own adigars, nilames and dissa-
was. They had all of them. But they
also had what you call the gamsabhas
and ratasabhas which performed the
functions of a second chamber. That
is my argument.

If you read Sinhalese history in the
way it should be read, I think you find.
that the ratasabhas and gamsabhas
formed what you call the second
chamber.—[Interruption]. The Tamil
Congress Member is questioning me
as to the powers. I am not here to
argue what were the powers they
had, whether it was the slightest
power or the greatest power of the
government. I am not for that. What
I said was that even under the monar-
chies of the Sinhalese there was a
second chamber. Historically we
have to accept that. Right down the
period of the Sinhalese Kings up to
the time of Sri Wickrema Rajasingha,
the last King of Kandy, we have had
the second chamber, and we are used
to it. They did that not because of
anything else but because quite a
large number of our Sinhalese kings
were imported from India.—[Inter-
ruption]. I think the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of
Planning and Employment used the
correct word ; they were imported
from South India and certain states
of India. They wanted to consult the
people instead of going and saying,
“I am the King. You do this and
that.” They had a second chamber
in the form of ratasabhas and gam-
sabhas. '

Moreover, I agree in toto with the-
Hon. Prime Ministerr We are a
country consisting of minorities. 1
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am sorry that I have to refer to you
also, Sir. Up to the time of this Par-
liament the minorities could have re-
lied on the Speaker to protect them.
Today—pardon me for saying this—
you stand as a party speaker with a
party label in front and behind you.
In the next general election, too, you
will be contesting as a party man.

&S @m"@@é@wm’
(Qserrey oyEs S sl HaUT)
{An hon. Member)

What is wrong in that ?

Y BE EonsYg O,
{ 8lcw. Crer@e QLii@)p5)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I am not saying that there is
anything wrong in that. I am only
stating the difference there is
between the Speaker of the House
of Representatives—

DS 5N GD NS
(FLT BTWST QeuT S6T )
(Mr. Speaker)

Why do you not make a law to
prevent anyone from contesting me Y

sy 8CF ymnsYg O
(Bm. Oarfe LI (@9) /.51 )
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

That is correct. Pardon me for
saying so. I must apologize to you.
I do not mean it in a personal sense.

When you take the Speaker of the
House of Representatives—

. g8 . (2 BEm c¢ 827Y))
(@)L a. gyaben—Fluiser oS sa)
(Mr. A. Aziz—Appointed Member)

Did not U.N.P. Members
contest on the party ticket ?

also

Bewnidnm ©5IF5) SeHICW
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DN BNGDNS

(Furprusi @l H6T )

(Mr. Speaker)

When I am in this House I do not
belong to any party.

casy8F ysnYg Ocw.

(&g QL_arSe Qi) p5i)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Thank you very much. I do not
mean anything against the powers
you wield but I am only speaking
constitutionally.

DTN G

(FLIT BTWET 9)eul ST )

(Mr. Speaker)

I will hold the scales evenly in this
House.

casTBCE wrsYg Sc.

(B Orerhe Cuieps)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

For the third time I am telling you,
please do not take this to mean any-
thing personal. I am only analysing
the position constitutionally.

This Mace is here. This represents
your power and right to protect the
minorities. The right of the minori-
ties is protected here. But when you
are here as party Speaker, that has
to be reduced very much. The Spea-
ker in the United Kingdom is an
independent and he never contests as
a party man. For quite a long time
he was not contested. I shall be
moving in the Constituent Assembly
that the Speaker’s Seat should be
declared non-contestable.

DS BNHDN
(FUTprusT 2jeIrser)
(Mr. Speaker)

In Australia the Speaker is a party
member and he is also interested in
the party group meetings.

ey BE ¥y e .

(8. Qer@e Quireps)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Your position is correct. I do not
blame you. In Chilaw the former
Speaker contested as a party man.
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He was contested by the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of

Fisheries, who was the victor. We
have to accept that position.

DO BN
(Furpruis; oeurser)
(Mr. Speaker)

The Constituent
correct that position.

Assembly can

camy8E g»sYe O

(B@. Qrerde Quienpg)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

That is what I say, that the Speaker
who leaves the Speaker’s Chair at
the time of dissolution be declared
non-contestable. The Speaker’s Seat
is secure. We know that. I do not
mean Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne as
such. I am sorry. I do rot mean that.
I mean the Speaker and nobody else.

My argument is that we as Sinha-
lese people are used to the second
chamber. These were given various
powers at various times. Governors
had certain powers. The Governor-
General representing the Queen has
no power at all unless he can find
an alternative Prime Minister. The
traditional convention is that. Once
we are an independent state, if we
are having four communities living in
this country, if we are having four
major religions in this country, there
is no doubt that those two facts are
enough to show that a second cham-
ber as stated by the Buddhist
Congress is necessary.

I agree in toto with the hon. Leader
of the Opposition that the present
composition of the Senate is not at
all what we want. We have to
reconstitute the Senate. It may be
that the second chamber called the
Senate has not lived up to its expecta-
tions except on the Bill they turned
down. That was the final task of
their legislative powers., If this
country endorses the view that the
second chamber called the Senate
did anything for the last 20 years, it
was when they turned down that
hurriedly passed Bill for the amend-
ment of the Constitution.

1970 FTenyad 27
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We of the Opposition explained it
very well. We shall agree in toto to
remove Section 13 of the Constitution
but not to piecemeal amendments—
I am sorry the hon. Member for
Ratnapura (Mr. Ellawala) is not here
and I hope he will not take it as
personai—not to help one person but
to help everybody. That section is
iniquitous. We are willing to do it.
The hon. Leader of the Opposition
laid down the facts very clearly. 1
do not want to go over them.

The Hon. Minister said that out of
96 countries—I do not see the
Permanent Secretary here ; otherwise
I would have got his help—60 are
unicameral and 36 are bicameral.
Out of these 60, I am willing to say,
subject to certain modifications which
I have made, that 58 are marxist non-
democracies, totalitarian states or
dictatorships. The two or three I am
willing to concede are these. New
Zealand has a unicameral legislature
and the term is three years. Then
the other is Bulgaria which has a
unicameral legislature, which stands
as a democracy.

WDIBNGRDNEH
(FUTBFTLST Qe &er )
(Mr. Speaker)

The Soviet Union has a bicameral
legislature.

A BF gone .

(Bm. Oer&er QOuitepg)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

The Soviet Union is bicameral.
There too the word “democracy” is
being used but I do not want to
repeat what Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike said when he was living, that
we do not want to use the word
““democracy ” in the terminology that
the Russians are using it; we want
democracy as interpreted by the
Western countries. He has said that
and I do not want to repeat it.

Turkey had at the early stages a
bicameral legislature. They changed
over to a unicameral legislature, and
about two or three years ago—that
is what I wanted the Permanent
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Secretary to verify because I could
not get the book to check it up—they
have again become bicameral. So I
wanted to ask the Hon. Minister
whether in the 36 he has included
Turkey also. Turkey today has a
bicameral legislature. All the democ-
racies in the world—I mean democ-
ratic countries or democratic socia-
list countries, not the socialist cour-
tries or the marxist countries—are all
bicameral but for this exception.

BoB @RI N

When you come with a mandate
from the people, you are forced into
action, and ill-considered legislation
is bound to occur. Therefore mnon-
politicians must stand up and also
elder statesmen of the country, peo-
ple who can gauge why this hurried
legislation should be turned down
even for a short time. The present
Senate can keep down a Bill only for
six months. They cannot do it for
ever. In regard to Money Bills they
cannol do anything. So that sort of
braking is very necessary.

The present Government has come
with an overall majority with the
vast goodwill of the people obtain-
ing 117 seat out of about 151. So
we see that public opinion is with
them. Naturally they are geared to
do certain things which may go
against the minorities or which may
even in some way impair what is
called democracy. I am sure all
hon. Members of the Government
may cool down in six months’ time.
Roundabout May next year, one year
after the election, they will cool
down and they will realize that hasty
legislation should not be passed. I
repeat that I do not in toto agree with
the present composition of the second

chamber. Let us have an altered
one, but a second chamber 1is
necessary.

@rdn ADED. ¢HTHRD

(sorfle Lherty. SO BTILES)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Do vou want a second chamber of

o

elected Members ?

Bewldm 0535 eHAC®
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canyB8F ymmsye O

(8. QL er@e L @)ps)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I am not answering that question.
He spoke about public opinon. He
said a number of people in Galle
wanted him to resign because he
contested as a U. N. Per, but he has
not resigned. He is working against
public opinion. He should resign and
contest as an independent. The hon.
Member for Galle is a good friend of
mine and I always respect him, but
when he said he had resigned from

the party, the United National
Party—
D BN WD

(@FLr Frish el e )
(Mr. Speaker)

I think he did not want to put the
State to further expense.

cany 8¢ wrnsY ¢ O

(ﬁ@_ QLer@e Lime)pst)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

This Bill also contains a very
iniquitious provision. I think the
hon. Member for Dedigama (Mr.
Dudley Senanayake) stressed that,
namely, that two Senators are
being brought into this House. Why
two ? As I said yesterday, make it
thirty. What prevents you from
doing that? You have an overall
majority. Make it thirty.

Moreover, when you bring two
from there and make them Ministers,
we shall have four Ministers from
among the Appointed Members, four
Ministers who have not got the public
vote, and in respect of two of them
we shall not know whose interests
they represent. Already there are
two, and there will be two more
Ministers from among Appointed
Members.

So, although the Government came
in with a vast majority, indicating
wide public support, indicating vast
public opinion in their favour, that
same majority is today being worked
against public opinion.

Surely there are enough Members
in this House of Representatives who
caribe Ministers ?
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e, WRSeDCEE oC S (onend)
(8. & 5 rCouer'19erer—Csre
wuris)
(Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai—Kopai)
On this side also.

(goena)

GTGN.

e BE yonsYe .

(Sap. Qr_ear&He LI (69) /5 51

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

On this side also we all can be
Ministers. That is another matter.
But we cannot say that now. I should
say that there are enough Members
on that side who could be Ministers.
So why should they be from among
the Appointed Members ?

B O,

(e syedon)

(Mr. Aziz)

That is why you lost.

AN BCE uMYeg O,

(8. Oer®e Liepg)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

I think the hon. Appointed Member
(Mr. Aziz) will not understand our
position. He is not a gentleman born
and bred here. He will not under-
stand it. That is our difficulty. We
have to excuse him.

DI BN DS
(Furprusi et ser)
(Mr. Speaker)

You should not say that.
Ceylon citizen.

He is a

cany B yonsYe .
(8. OLcr@a LIl (@5 /5.57)
(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Mr. Speaker, T am sorry. I also

apologize to the hon. Appointed
Member for having said that.

Now, I wish to say that the provi-
sion in Clause 5 is uncalled for. By
itself it is iniquitous.

I should like this to be conveyed to
the Hon. Minister of Constitutional
Affairs personally. I do hope the hon.

1970 FenddE 27
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Parliamentary Secretary who repre-
sents Minneriya will do that. The
Hon. Minister of Constitutional
Affairs, a very able appeal lawyer,
argued for nearly one and a half
hours when we met in the Consti-
tuent Assembly on the first day, and
had occasion to say that some people
were of the view that he was carry-
ing the Constitution in his pocket.
He said he had nothing of the kind,
and that he had come with an open
mind. Now, this Bill prejudges that
position. The Cabinet has taken a
decision to vote for this Bill. Surely,
in the Constituent Assembly they
cannot come and say they are for a
second chamber ? It is a contradiction
by itself. I went out, having listened
for one and a half hours to the
Hon. Minister, with a wvery light
heart, thinking that whatever it be
we had to trust him as an honest
Minister.

The other day when he introduced
this Bill, a friend of mine, a Member
of Parliament—I do not want to men-
tion his name—tapped me on the
back and said, “ Denzil, how can you
believe them now ? There is a Cons-
titution written out at Pendennis
Avenue. We are being taken up the
garden path. They might let us down
as hot potatoes.” I said, “I agree
with you. I am also having a heavi-
ness in my mind after this Bill was
introduced.”

I therefore make this request to
the Hon. Minister. Let us sit for
twenty-four hours day in and day
out, week after week, and finish
working on the Constitution. We are
for it. But let there not be this lop-

ided chopping by means of a Bill.

The Hon. Minister said that when a
bullock cart drawn by two bulls is
pulled in two different directions
you have to remove one. I wish to say
that if you remove a bull from a
double-bullock cart, the single bull
cannot carry that load and it will go
round and round, and in the end you
will be where you were.
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a& ey RTldewwy
(Qaserray 9B & F Fou T AT )
(An hon. Member)

There will be no bull.

casY 8 ymnsye .

(Bap. Q_er@er L e pa)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

Thank you very much. That is
correct. There will be no bull. So,
even that simile cannot help. There-
fore I beg of the Government to with-
draw this Bill. Let us, immediately
after the 9th of December, that is,
after the Budget is passed, from the
10th of December, sit 24 hours a day
and draft the Constitution.

This Bill brings into focus one
thing, namely, that the Constituent
Assembly is of no use because this is
one of the fundamental things that
the Constituent Assembly may go
into.

oS Y BDEGwY

(QEerTes 9ESSFUT GIHAIT)

(An hon. Member)

It is going to meet again on the 14th
of December, and it might be post-
poned again.

oY BC yusnsYe Ow.

(. Qer@er Lir@)pe)

(Mr. Denzil Fernando)

So, let us hurry through with it.
Let us sit 24 hours a day, day after
day, week after week, and finish it,
and not allow this chopping of the
Senate by a lop-sided Bill of this
nature.

As a lawyer, it is my view that the
provision with regard to our bicame-
ral legislature is what is called en-
trenched law, and unless you scrap
the whole Constitution and introduce
a new one no Bill can remove an en-
trenched provision of the Constitu-
tion. That there should be two Houses
under the Constitution is an entren-
ched provision, and, as such, this Bill
cannot abolish the Senate. It is my
view that even if it is passed by the

Bewldr @x3I8 VeTACEW
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Senate it will not be wvalid. If this
Bill is challenged in a court of law I
think the court will hold that this is
an entronched provision which this
Legislature has no power to remove.
Of course, you can introduce a new
Constitution ; that is possible, but not
to remove an entrenched provision in
the Constitution.

In our Constitution, “ Parliament ”
includes both the House of Represen-
tatives and the Senate, and it is my
view that this provision is entrenched
law. As a lawyer, I feel that no Bill
can amend or repeal such provisicn.

Mr. Speaker, I do not wish to take
any more of your time. I think I have
touched on all the points I wished to
raise, and I do not want to go into
details now because the matter has
been fully dealt with by the hon.
Member for Dedigama (Mr. Dudley
Senanayake) and the hon. Leader of
the Opposition.

g. ow. 12.37

S5 efw8w oW mmNaD Sw.
(D@ wmigy om AR w HORed
2¥Celyy eCne)

(B rger GCoap@ifilu Goepruss—
B ®», Calvardly  gewdsfer
LirrTEnwer ps  sriflushe)

(Mr. Ratna Deshapriya Senanayake—
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Planning and Employment)
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“ Governor-General’s Office, .
Queen’s House, Colombo, Ceylom.

26th October 1970.
No. W. 68/70

MR. SPEAKER,

By Proclamation dated 26th October
1970 and issued under Section 2 of the
Public Security Ordinance (Cap. 40), as
amended by Act No. 8 of 1959, I have
brought into operation the provisions of
Part II of the aforesaid Ordinance with
effect from 26th October 1970.
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I do hereby communicate to the House

of Representatives that the reason for

issuing the Proclamation is for the preser-

vation of public order and for the main-

tenance of supplies and szarvices essential
to the life of the community.

Sgd. W. GoraLLAWA,
Governor-General.

The Honourable

The Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives.”

ad @8 emE sy @d. ¢ B
(Qaorres sorps GCsrodler oy
Qs'vaurr)

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

With your permission, may I, both
in English and Sinhalese, on behali
of the Government, make an an-
nouncement in relation to His Excel-
lency the . Governor-General’s
-announcement which you have been
.pleased to read at this moment. It
is essential to stress to the whole
- country as well as to this honourable
‘House that this declaration of an
:Emergency is for the protection of
the people of this country and not in
any manner because there have been
‘any disturbances or anything like
“that.

Sir, it will be appreciated that
thousands of people will be moving
about today and in the next few days
carrying with them various sums of
money in order to deposit them in
banks as required by law. It is
necessary that these people be pro-
tected not only at the banks to which
they go but in their going to and
from their homes, their villages and
often, as was pointed out in this
House yesterday, for long distances.

That is the purpose, and I should
like to add, if I may, that it will
‘perhaps also constitute notice to any
who think that this situation should
not be met legally, that the Govern-
ment has all the necessary authority
to face up to any problems. May I
say that, with your permission, in
‘Sinhala also?
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(Fum BrwST Ul &er )

(Mr. Speaker)

The Sitting is suspended for one
hour. On resumption Mr. Deputy
Chairman of Committees will take
the Chair.

4d€d3® 30 ¢mmcD MmImEDD ¢ BYED
cezy, ¢ o» 29 méDEen BE:TEs umeH
&g [ee g uB@dew o ¢ |
enuBs Dowsy MmO @dWOm ¢l

@@Ly uniey 19. U. 2 aflasens @eni
Bloug s’ 6, Ber@in  2pribunridpml. &
oL ysDrrEeri yeaiser [P Coerure

ForQessr] Sern SrESE)TE6T.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 2 P.M.,
and then resumed, MR. DxpuTy CHAIRMAN
oF COMMITTEES [MR. SENAPALA SAMARA-
SEKERA] in the Chair.
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ApsXTD IYESSSUT)
(Mr. A.C. S. Hameed—First Akurana)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, we are
thankful to the Hon. Minister
for agreeing to delete the
clause that seeks to increase

the number of Appointed M.Ps to
eight. It is a very welcome decision.
Perhaps, in the Upper House, when
the flaw in a recent piece of legisla-
tion was pointed out, if the same ap-

proach had been made, this whole
ugly episode could have been
avoided.

I agree to a great extent with what
the Hon. Minister ¢aid in introducing
this Bill tecause contemporary cons-
titutional theory is that the second
chamber obstructs the operation of
popular sovereignty. During recent
history we have seen New Zealand
doing away with the second chamber.
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We have seen Belgium doing away
with the second chamber and we also
see a deliberate movement in the
Scandinavian countries, except Swe-
cen, towards the institution of a
single chamber. That is why I said
I agree with what the Hon. Minister
said while introducing this Bill.

I wish to state here that our objec-
tion is itn the circumstances under
which this Bill is being introduced,
the motive behind this Bill. I say
“the circumstances” because this is
in a way a major political decision. I
have been going through the
manifestos of the wvarious parties.
I find that the Mahajana Eksath
Peramuna in 1956 had said in
their manifesto that they are
for the abolition of the Senate. In
March 1960 the S.L.F.P. manifesto
said that they would consider the
future of the Senate but made a cate-
gorical statement that they would do
away with the principle of Appointed
M.Ps. Now in 1960, 1965 and 1970—
I have gone through the manifestos
carefully—there is no mention what-
soever about the abolition of the
Senate.

In fact the first Throne Speech of
this Government does not make a re-
ference to this institution. Therefore,
what I am trying to say is that I find
that only one political party has been
consistent in its view on this issue;
that is, the Communist Party has
maintained that it is against the
existence of the Senate.

& {8’ . 8. AT mismen

(&1s ESEm), oY 2C® 3w
Tl WOwm &)

(Qserrar (Fallgen  oyi. to. vewrmrr
pruss—Gurg  flieursh, eorenrri s

eor BT (B 9 QNS YIDF FIT)

(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike—
Minister of Public Administration, Local
Government and Home Affairs)

What about the U.N.P. ?

nD Ocwm.

(@ anfg)
(Mr. Hameed)

It has not said anything.
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(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)
It has not been consistent.

»nED .

(2@ avbs)

(Mr. Hameed)

It has not said anything. My good
Friend from Galle claimed here that
he had made 13 speeches, 12 earlier
and one today, in which he had ad-
vocated the abolition of the Senate.
I find that his political party, the
L PP, in March 1960 has not said
anything about the Senate.

The point I am trying to make is
that, while certainly this Government
received a mandate from the people
of this country to write a new Consti-
tuition, they have been silent in their
manifestos on the question of the
future of the Senate.

We are opposed to this Bill because
of the circumstances in which it has
been introduced. The Hon. Minister
has maintained that the Government
has a mandate from the people to
abolish the Senate. I think that that
is not quite correct, because that was
not stated in the manifestos and it
was not stated in the Throne Speech.
—[Interruption]. The impression
that we get and the country gets,
from the timing of this Bill to abolish
the Senate, is that it is purely be-
cause the Senate disallowed a Bill
that was initiated in this House.

The constitution framers blundered
when they gave us the present Cons-
titution, because they did not bargain
for a situation where you have the
ruling party with an absolute majo-
rity in the lower house and the oppo-
sition having a majority in the upper
house. I would go one step further
and say that it is ridiculous, because
today we have a Government in the
lower house with a clear mandate
from the people and at the same time
in the Senate there is a majority
which perhaps does not share the
aspirations of the Government.
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o& @3RS bcwnsy
(Qserreas oymsg seuir eI )
(An hon. Member)
Aspirations of the people.

»nd ¢,

(2@ enbs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Therefore the constitution framers
blundered. We have to accept that
fact. They did not envisage a situa-
tion like this. I do not think it is too
late for the Government to explore
the possibility of withdrawing this
Bill and substituting something else.
I can quite understand and appreciate
the doubts and fears of the Govern-
ment because there is a majority in
the Upper House which is not the
majority of the Government.

oé fE8Eed @& 8. azdmdsnem
(Qzorres  1Fedsen Q. 1o,

LIGRTL_T T
Briugs)

(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)
Not representative of anybody.

»nOD Dcn.

(2@ anbs)
(Mr. Hameed)

Now, in many countries, countries
like Japan, Switzeriand and Great
Britain, they have provided for situ-
ations of this nature where the lower
house and the upper house do not
agree, when a deadlock is reached.
They have provided solutions for
such problems. One such solution is
where they have joint sittings when-
ever they think it is necessary.
Another is the appointment of media-
tion committees, conciliation commit-
tees and what they call committees
where members chosen from both
the houses meet, discuss and find a
solution. In Great Britain the medi-
ation committees meet very often
before a Bill is presented. Where a
mediation or conference or concilia-
tion committee also finds that no
agreement is possible, then the lower
house has the last word.

Bewldrm 935 ®edDCw
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I am making this suggestion
because I personally feel very sorry
that the Hon. Minister of Constitu-
tional Affairs should be the author of
a piece of legislation such as this.

ad es¥RBdscwny
(Caerres oymsssour erHeur)
(An hon. Member)

Why?

»nSD e,

(2o enlba)

(Mr. Hameed)

Because I know he is going to
make the greatest contribution to the
constitutional history of this country.
I mean it very sincerely.

o {8 @& 8. A& mérnad

LIGRTL_T T

(Qzerres (Felldow gyi. to.
BTG )

(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

Why not help him to make it?

»nTD .

(B@L apibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

I feel very sad to hear it said that
he is the author of this. The whole
country knows that there is a Consti-
tuent Assembly sitting and we are
working towards a new Constitution.
Should you rush this Bill through
at this time? You have just started
work. You have laid the foundation
just now for the economic upliftment
of the people. Should the energies of
the Government be directed to these
things? Should they get themselves
entangled in issues of this nature?
Therefore, I am with the Hon.
Minister when I say that democracy
means that the will of the people
should be made to work as directly
as possible in their own cause. And
this principle is linked up with the
question of universal suffrage. We
are not debating that. But what I
am sorry about is the circumstances
unier which vou are going to bring
forward this Bill. Are we not creating
an ugly precedent?
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Here is a Government which
commands so much of confidence in
the country, which has the goodwill
of the people in the country, which is
seeking to fulfil the aspirations of the

eople. That Government finds that a
%ill which was initiated by it has
been overthrown by the Senate.
Therefore it decides that the Senate
must go.

o O3 BDScwn

(Qsorre, oymssseir emeur)
(An hon, Member)
Obstacles must be removed.

»HTD Oca.

(2@ opiSa)

(Mr. Hameed)

I certainly agree with you. That is
why a Constituent Assembuy is work-
ing.

a& @Y RIScn
(Osorres oymssseu; GRLY)
(An hon. Member)

As quickly as possible.

nSD e,

(8@ opbg)

(Mr. Hameed)

Therefore, as I said earlier, we are
very thankful to the Hon. Minister
for taking the decision to delete the
clause which seeks to increase the
number of Appointed Members of
Parliament. That is a good sign. I
would, therefore, make a special
appeal to him to withdraw this Bill.
After all, if you think that the Senate
is an obstacle, if you doubt the
motives of the action of the Senate,
all that you have to do is bring
another amendment where you pro-
vide for the appointment of concilia-
tion or mediation committees and,
where the committees cannot agree,

for the Lower House to have the last
word.

That is the solution, rather than
going through with this Bill and
allowing it to be said that on the eve
of writing a new Constitution you
did away with the Senate. After all,
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we all know that whatever we do in
this way will go into constitution-
making history. People living now
and yet to come will read this history.
Therefore I am making an appeal to
the Hon. Minister. I do not think it
is too late even now for this Govern-
ment to do some rethinking. I see
the Hon. Minister of Public Adminis-
tration, Local Government and Home
Affairs present in the House. I know
that some time back he felt hurt
about the stand the Senate took,

But power is the most intoxicating
drink in the world—

o 8. & 8. coameny (B2ae3 2w
CMRINEC FOB)

(Geserrer (F. o8, 19. Qaerer—aP_
DLOLILY, ST LOTeRT gyeninaeir )

(The Hon. P. G. B. Keuneman—Minister
of Housing and Construction)

What other intoxicants do you
know apart from power?

NS Oca.

(2@u amibg)

(Mr. Hameed)

Adam’s ale. Power is a very intoxi-
cating drink, the most intoxicating in
the world, perhaps. Cleverness would
be to have the power and to get the
work done without using power. This
Government can do anything today,
it has so much of power. It can abo-
lish even the Opposition.

oSG @y Blewzy
(Qaerroy oyms s sour @Hav)
(An hon. Member)

The people will do that, we need
not worry.

SNV 5Y s,

(Csorrar Qsearier)

(The Hon. Keuneman)

Are you proposing that? We will
give serious attention if you are!

»ED e,

(2@t anib.s)

(Mr. Hameed)

You could even abolish the Oppo-

sition. I say so. You have the
power. But should you use it just
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because you have it? You have 10
be magnanimous when Yyou have
power.

17! {8 e fﬁ:a. 8. 9ZTNENGED
1 60 & e cé%r.'r. ..

(QaarTar LIGTL_T T

{;I)JT HJ(T?E)
(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)
Were you magnanimous ?

m@@ O¢a.

(s3ts amif.5i)

(Mr. Hameed)

That is why perhaps we are here !
Do you want to follow in our foot-
steps ? The country and the people
expect a lot from this Government. I
must say that the expectations of the
people are very high, and the lighter
the expectations, the higher the frus-
trations f the expectations are not
met.

aé em»OsI

(Qzorrar Qsarnsr)

(The Hon. Keuneman)

One of the expectations is the abo-
lition of the Senate.

HSD Dew.

(g@’ anbs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Every one of us in this country
today would wish this Government to
deliver the goods. Therefore, do not
try to get yourself entangled in this
issue.

The factors leading to that parti-
cular development in the Senate have
been dealt with. It has been clearly
proved that when the Senators voted
that Bill out they did so when all
persuation had failed. As I said
earlier—

Sy 5y o @8 ot BNBNRD &cs.

(B 7gHer G sop 9w Q@) priids)

(Mr. Ratna Deshapriya Senanayake)

No compromise with peaction o It
must be crushed.
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(Mr. Hameed)

I am with you there. I want to
make this final appeal to the Homn.
Minister. Please see whether there
is a possibility of withdrawing this
Bill and introducing in its place, as
I suggested, conciliation or mediation
committees, and where they fail, the
first chamber may have the final
say. If you do so, I think the image
of your Government will certainly go
up. Do not be too sure that all the
people who voted for you in this
country would welcome and endorse
the manner in which you are going
to abolish the Senate.

I can understand the position of
the Hon. Minister of Housing and
Construction because the Ceylon
Communist Party in which I learnt
the A, B, C of my politics—

aé eD»OsI

(CQlsar ey G & G LD 6T )
(The Hon. Keuneman)

Unfortunately you did not get
beyond the “C”!

»nSB O,

(p@u anifs)

(Mr. Hameed)

It is because I was able to see
beyond “C ”—where, perhaps, “C”
stands for communism—that I did not
go beyoud “C7. Whether I was a
good or a bad pupil, I can understand
the Hon. Minister of Housing and
Construction taking the present view
because the Communist Party has
been the only party which has been
consistent on this issue. But to the
S. L. F. P. I say, you have not got a
mandate from the people to abolish
the Senate. Go through all your
manifesto sued during the March
1960, July 1960, 1965 and 1970 elec-
tions : you will find that you have
not said a word about the abolition
of the Senate, nor did you say it in
the Throne Speech. In fact, I must
say, the Throne Speech this time was
singular because it was underwritten

by the manifesto. For the first time
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we had a Throne Speech which was
identical with the manifesto—beauti-
fully underwritten by the manifesto
—and in that Throne Speech there
Was no mention whatsoever about
the abolition of the Senate.,

O eDHOsY

(Q@erra Qseriner )
(The Hon, Keuneman)

We did not say that we are going
to change the hundred rupee notes.

»H®D ¢,

(B@L apifg)

(Mr. Hameed)

Surely, I do not expect the Hon
Minister of Housing and Construction
to be so childish in his argument. I
can understand that from some other
Qquarter. Anyway, that is about all
I want to say. I still feel that I
should appeal to the Government.

a& Y BDSecy

[G&ermay gfﬁﬁ:&s‘sgmﬁ gp@aw")

(An hon. Member)

You want to save your friends ?

NS e,
(2@ avif )
(Mr. Hameed)

Far from it. I am sorry if you did
not understand the finer points of my
argument. I said that I agree fully
with all you said, but the circumstan-
ces and the motive that colour this
question are not very beautiful.

g. . 2.50

0o 8 e »d 8. 9o wérnes

(Caorres (Fellgan DT IR, LeRTL_TT
BTG )

(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike )

. I think it may be helpful, before
we try to see the point of the hon.
First Member for Akurana (Mr.
Hameed) if we should try to under-
stand the background of this question
in very, very clear terms.

It is a fact that we know the cir-
cumstances, how it is comprised, how
it is constituted, and something of its
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history. And it is factually true that
the Senate today is composed of
thirty persons, half of whom are
nominated by the Government in
power and half of whom are
directly elected by hon. Members
of this House, according to the
balance of representation in this
House.

The net result of the terms of office
of Senators holding office for six
years at a time is such that it means

~ simply this: that you will always

have, after a Government has been
in office for some time and is kicked
out by the overwhelming mandate of
the people, a residue, a rump, left
over 1in the Senate, representing
nothing but the point of view of the
Government which has lost the con-
fidence of the people. That has hap-
pened not only once ; it has happened
throughout the history of this coun-
try from 1947 onwards. Let us
examine the facts. From 1947 up to
about 1956, the U. N. P. Government,
whether with or without the late
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, held
office in this country—that is a very
long period—for nine years.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
once seemed to think that nine years
is the cycle of the term of a govern-
ment and he was optimistic enough
to hope that he would carry on till
1974. Well, the people thought
otherwise and my thanks and
sympathies are with the people.

But the point of view I wish to
make is this. After nine years of
U. N. P. Government, when the
S. L. F. P. came into office, the
M.E.P. Government of that time,
with your  former  Colleague
Mr. Philip Gunawardena also a part
of it, found themselves confronted
with the situation of a hostile Senate
that they could not possibly control.
It would have been impossible for
them to carry through any mandate
or legislation. My good Friend the
hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W. Daha-

nayake) will recall the period I
am talking of. How did they
get over that problem ? There

were anxious moments when the
Government wondered whether they


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

1051
Con (e 8 D® o & HJmon)
gy exdBenm
[o& {E8CFef @d. & adadanimwm]
would be able to carry through any
part of the radical M. E. P. manifesto
at that time. There were problems
over the Paddy Lands Act, about
what later became the People’s Bank
Bill, the question whether they could
get their Budget passed. I am not
talking about one month’s delay.
These are questions that arose.

And what happened? I think you

will recall that on that occasion cer- -

tain Senators, I think led by Mr.
Thomas Amarasuriya, decided to
break away and to support Mr.
Bandaranaike’s Government, and so
in consequence of the decision taken
by Senator Thomas Amarasuriya
at that time it became possible for
the Government to survive the first
two years. It thought subsequently,
of course with retirements periodi-
cally, at the end of two years
things wouli change, and it would
be possible for the Government to
replace the Members in the Senate
with its own to ensure support for
its own side.

But it means effectively this: that
for the frst two years after a Gov-
ernment changes by the mandate of
the people, the Senate becomes an
obstruction which can in fact pre-
vent the new Government enjoying
the confidence of the people from
taking any practical legislative
measures for a full period of two
years until things change and you
can swing the majority.

What happened in 1965? The
S. L. F. P. had been in office for nine
years. Naturally the Senators then
were just as much our people as
they are now yours. Well, we got
kicked out in turn in 1965. And when
we got kicked out, our Friends, who
always talk of mandates when it
suits them, came in to fulfil the man-
date that they got in 1965. It was a
wonderful mandate! Look at that
mandate carefully. It is a mandate
not to take revenge. That is the last
thing they did. There was a mandate
to retain the price of rice ; there was
a mandate to govern freely and fairly
—which they promptly fulfilled by

Bewddm 05385 @etRcw
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appointing all the defeated candi-
dates they could to the various
corporations. These were the man-
dates they enjoyed.

My good Friend the ex-Prime
Minister came in with all these
mandates. Of course, a built-in oppo-
sition from the S. L. F. P. Senators
could have obstructed his Govern-
ment. How did they get over the
problem ? When Mr. C. P. de Silva
crossed over he carried with him not
only a rump from this House but also
a rump from the Senate. Therefore
the Senate majority was fixed—
[Interruption]. Of course, penalties
have to be paid in the end. But I am
pointing out how they got over the
problem.

For the first two years, from 1965
to 1967, but for the fact that a rump
of Senators had decided to swing
sides, the U. N. P. Government would
have found themselves as impotent as
they are now in the Opposition, in-
capable of fulfulling any mandates,
even the wrong mandate, because the
Senate would have constituted an
obstruction to them.

Now here we find ourselves in this
situation where the people have con-
clusively  rejected the United
National Party and all that it stands
for. They have rejected not only
you; they have rejected your
Senators. They have rejected all the
people whom you had appointed to
various places. They have rejected all
your candidates, including the one
who stood for a Dby-election Iin
Pelmadulla one day and got defeated
and was appointed to the Senate
soon after even before the Member
who was elected by the people had
a chance to sit here in this House.
For the first time we had the distin-
guished record of the wife of a Public
Service Commissioner sitting in the
Senate. This is marvellous! Such
unheard of incidents had not been
witnessed before in the history of
this country. And this mealy-mouthed
gentleman now comes and talks to
us about the need to follow constitu-
tional precedents.
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In other words, what you are
asking us to do is this: “Do not
govern for two years. The people of
this country have given you a man-
date to govern for five years. We are
asking you, under the Constitution,
please take no action for two years.
Let the Senate continue. Let the
Senators who represent nobody ex-
cept the defeated U. N. P. continue
to veto all your legislation.” In other
words, we are being asked to give up
two years of our time of government.
Why ? For you to rally your forces,
hoping that the U. N. P. would be
able to erewl back into power again,
hoping t%' " the people will come to
dislike our Zaces as much as they dis-
liked yours and may want changes.
Of course, they will do that in time.
If the people do not want us, we are
prepared to go. We have been sitting
on the other side before. We will sit
here again, if we have to. But so long
as we are in power and have been
slected with a mandate to govern for
the benefit of this country, we do not
propose to sit back and allow our-
selves to be frustrated by a group of
pecpie who represent nobody but
themselves and who have absolutely
no right to veto the legislation we
pass. That is what we are saying.

Yesterday an Emergency was
declared. Why was it declared ? Is
there a state of crisis in this country ?
Are there any reasors for declaring
it ? Have people } en murdering
anybody ? Not at all. But if there is
any incitement and the demonetiza-
tion of currency were to be delayed
even for one month in the Senate,
the whole purpose of these revenue
proposals presented by the Hon.
Minister of Finance could be brought
to nought. Already we find very
clever devices being adopted by some
—not by our supporters but by
others.—{Interruption]. Well, I would
not like to say. I would hate to think
of them as your supporters, because
if they were your supporters they
would have spent that money on your
election and ensured your victory.
But they did rot. They kept it back
for themselv s. That is how it
happens to bc demonetized now .
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But what is the consequence ? The
gentlemen are now going and buying
money orders in post offices to mail
to themselves starting from yester-
day. Absolutely marvellous! I think
Rs. 600 is the money order limit and
they are cheerfully buying money
orders and mailing them to them-
selves in their own name from
different post offices all over the
country, hoping to get over the prob-
lem. These are the stupid things
which we are supposed to stand back
and watch. Is this what this country
elected us for ? If we are such fools
as not to know how to govern this
country, we do not deserve to be here.
And we are supposed to fall into the
trap, the elementary error, of asking
ourselves the questions, “ Why are we
so anxious to destroy the Senate ? Is
this some concerted plan because
some particular piece of legislation
got thrown out recently ? ”—legisla-
tion, incidentally, which all of you
acquiesced in, legislation which every
single Member of this House, starting
from your Leader, either expressly or
by implication did not vote against.

—eed®m 8 Hude

And you say that in these circums-
tances the Government must sit back.
“What does it matter ? Why can we
not have some consultation proce-
dures ? Why can we not have joint
sessions ? Why can we not think of
some system like the Parliament Act
of 1911 of England by which the
House of Lords can delay
legislation ? ”

Tell me, did the people of this
country elect you last time to be told
that before you cut the rice ration
you have to beg of the S.L.F.P. Sena-
tors for their permission ? Is it
necessary for us before we demone-
tize currency to ask the U.N.P. Sena-
tors, who represent nobody today, for
their permission and authority ? Are
you serious? Are you seriously
suggesting that we should subordi-
nate ourselves to giving up two-fifths
of our legislative term of office to ths
vagaries of the United National Party
rump in the Senate who cannot evey
get themselves elected to this House
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Does Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna repre-
sent anybody today ? Does Mr. Na-
desan represent anybody today
except the Bar Council ?

owé 9y HdewnY
(Q@erron EisEGoul GIHAIT)
(An hon. Member)
Representing Lake House.

aé 188 ed @i, & DHHINED
(Oserras (Felldonw . te. LIGRTL_IT T
BTG )

(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

Yes, but he should represent Lake
House in the proper piace which is
before the Lake House Commission.
If you want to argue for Lake House.
there is a forum for it, there is the
proper place. But what does this

mean ?

Are you saying that the Federal
Party requires representation ? I can
understand their argument. Their
whole argument is that the federal
constitution demands a second
chamber. That is a different thing.
That argument at least makes sense
to me as an argument, though I think
the whole conception of federalism
is so farcical that it would be totally
and ultimately rejected by the people
of this country from every possible
point of view including the Tamils
themselves.

The best part—I must mention it—
is that the Jaffna Municipal Council
has passed a resolution calling for the
abolition of the Senate. The Jaffna
Municipal Council, the premier local
authority in the very federal area
they are talking about, is asking for
the abolition of the Senate. It shows
how much they think of federalism.

In this situation we are solemnly
arguing here about the need to main-
tain a second chamber. Let us
examine the reasons given by their
Lordships starting from Lord Soul-
bury in the Report of the Commis-
sion on Constitutional Reform 1945,

BHewiEn 95375 eBAC®w

1056
—6edm 86 BDwd®

where the Soulbury Commissioners
set out the case for a second cham-
ber. I think it is useful to put on
record the very words of these com-
missioners in which they argued for
a second chamber and decided to
institute our present Senate. I am
reading from page 75 of the report:

“280. A considerable number of wit-
nesses from all communities advocated
the creation of a Second Chamber. The
following were the principal reasons given
in support of this proposal : —

(i) A Second Chamber would serve as
a check upon hasty and ill-con-
sidered legislation to which a
unicameral legislature, with a
very short experience of respon-
sibility and apt to be swayed by
strong emotionr and excitement,
would be prone. Moreover, in
view of the substantial reduction
in the present classes of Reserved
Bills contemplated by the 1943
Declaration such a check would
become more necessary.

(ii) Persons of eminence and position,
with high educational and intel-
lectual attainments and possessing
notable professional or adminis-
trative qualifications, were, under
existing circumstances and the
prevailing methods of elee-
tioneering, or for reasons of age
or occupation, deterred from en-
tering political life. Their ser-
vices were lost to the counsels of
a nation not blessed with a super-
fluity of persons of that calibre
and in their absence the Legisla-
ture was not fully representative
of the country.

(iii) Unicameral government was con-
trary to the practice of every
self-governing member of the
British Commonwealth and of
most major states in the world.

(iv) It would be easier in a Second than
in a First Chamber to make ade-
quate provision for minority re-
presentation. ”

Argument (iv) above is the argu-
ment I have disposed of, namely, the
argument that in a federal constitu-
tion there may well be a case for a
second chamber.

Now, let us consider the three argu-
ments with a little more care and
attention. The first is that a second
chamber would serve as a check upon
hasty and ill-considered legislation to
which a unicameral legislature, with
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a very short experience of responsi-
bility and apt to be swayed by strong
emotion and excitement, would be
prone.

Would it be true to say today that
we have a very short experience of
responsibility in this country ? It
may have been so in 1945. But could
you say the same thing now, twenty-
five years later, in the year 1970 when,
twenty years after attaining inde-
pendence, we have shown that we are
probably the only under-developed
democratic country in the world
which by a process of free elections
has changed governments five times
by the free votes of the people ? Are
we today in the situation of a people
who, in the opinion of one of Their
Lordships of the Privy Council, a
former Governor-General of this
country, are apt to be swayed by
strong emotion and excitement ?
Would you say that ? Do you think
it was in a moment of strong excite-
"ment or emotion that the people
threw the S. L. F. P. out in 1965 or
threw the U. N. P. out in 1970, or was
it on the other hand the considered
balanced judgement of the people of
this country on the kind of govern-
ment they wanted ? I can see noth-
ing here to show that our legislature
consists of members unfitted for
responsibility, unfitted for the task of
deciding their own future.

Take the next argument : “ In view
of the substantial reduction in the
present classes of Reserved Bills
contemplated by the 1943 Declaration
such a check would become more
necessary.” True. The Reserved
Bills were knocked out by Indepen-
dence. And have we shown such a
lack of responsibility that we are
incapable of managing our own
affairs ? On the other hand, have we
not over the last 25 years shown that
in matters of legislation we are
capable of governing ourselves per-
fectly satisfactorily ? And in every
instance, the Senate pvlayed no great
part in it. T cannot think of a sinole
piece of legislation to which the
Senate made an original contribution.

1970 eTexxdad 27
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In England, I believe, the situation
Is somewhat different. There are
very technical questions such as
questions relating to the peaceful use
of atomic energy, engineering qu-s-
tions, questions on technical matters
of law reform which the House of
Lords has certainly handled extre-
mely well. But I do not know
whether the ‘aristocrats’ in the
Senate are capable of that type of
learning in spite of argument (ii)
presented by the Soulbury Commis-
sioners.

The Soulbury Commission spoke of
persons of eminence and position, -
with high educational and intellec-
tual attainments and possessing
notable professional, or administra-
tive qualifications being deterred
from entering political life under the
prevailing methods of electioneering
or for reasons of age or occupation,
It was also stated that persons of
eminence were debarred under the
prevailing methods from being
members of the Legislature.

I must say that I consider this to
be one of the worst insults ever
heaped upon the people of this coun-
try by the Soulbury Commissioners.
For this reason alone, I have always
taken the view that the Soulbury
Commission ought to have been
scrapped ab initio. It is one of the
most studied insults.

We have old people in this House,
and certainly middle-aged people, but
I do not think anyone could say, for
instance, that the Member for Galle
(Dr. W. Dahanayake) has ever been
deterred by his age from taking to the
hustings—or the hon. First Member
for Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jaya-
wardene). Why should they be ?
They are not too old for politics
Politics is ageless in this country. It
depends upon the vitality and useful-
ness in thinking, and I must say that
Members, whether on this side or the
other, have always shown that age
has deterred nobody. What are the
reasons of age or occupation that
deter a person from entering politi-
cal life? We have granted political
rights even to public servants. We
are not stopping anybody from
coming in. : :
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Indeed, in England, the very
country which was responsible
for tne autnors of this ducuwment,
what do you find? The tendency
today is to move away from the
upper nouse to the lower house.
FPersons who find themselves kicked
upstairs, so to speak, by circumstan-
ces of birth and fortune, deliberately
give up their right to sit in the upper
house and insist upon their right to
enter the lower house—starting from
Anthony Wedgewood Ben, Alired
Douglas Hume, and Quintin Hogg, to
mention just a few. These are names
of persons who by virtue of circums-
tances were born into families from
which they autématically succeeded
to titles in the House of Lords, and
these gentlemen by considered deci-
sion said, “ We insist on giving up our
right.” Anthony Wedgewood Ben
actually fought three by-elections to
prove his point. Each time he fought
a by-election and won he was dis-
qualified on the argument that he
was automatically a member of the
upper house, and finally special legis-
lation had to be enacted to make it
possible for Anthony Wedgewood
Ben, a Peer of the Realm, to deli-
berately step down and hold office as
a Labour M.P. in the House of
Commons in England.

ST (ehad)

We have a number of Senators who
assumed office upon defeat at by-
elections or elsewhere.

ad - 938D éowxy’
(QzorTa YES S ST gg@mn")
(An hon. Member)
Eminent men !

@ 188 e 8. 8. 9L wdrnwD

(Qzerro FPhgan gyr. (o LIGRATL_T T
Briss)

(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

I shall come to their eminence in a
moment. What has been the princi-
pal qualification in recent times ?
1 am sorry to say this is true of both
sides of the House. Please do not
misunderstand me ; I am not arguing
this, please. We have followed the

Bewidnm D535 DeFDCE®
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very sad precedent set by you people,
and we have done better than you in
some respects. Let us be 1air about
it—the business of defeated candi-
dates being appointed to corpora-
tions.—[Interruption]. I do not
know. I consider my good Friend,
the hon. Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Planning and Employ-
ment, eminently qualified, as a profes-
sional] man and a man who was the
editor of a newspaper, to hold office.
But I can think of many, many
persons. I read out a list in the
course of a Throne Speech Debate,
and the hon. Member for Dedigama
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake), at that
time the Prime Minister, said, “I am
sorry, the hon. Member for Dompe
had me there when he read out the
list. I did not realize there were so
many. "—[Interruption]. True, take
the case of people who contest by-
elections—and I refer to Mrs. Sita
Seneviratne. Hardly is her defeat
cold upon her than she is kicked
upstairs into the Senate—even before
the successful Member for Pelma-
dulla can take his Seat in this House !
She is there in the Senate—the
defeated person—even before the
successful candidate has taken his
Oath here. This is marvellous !

Those are the eminent personalities

who moved up. Tell me, among the
present lot is there one person who

qualifies according to these standards
—“ persons of eminence and pusition
with high educational and intellec-

tua]l attainments, possessing notable
professional and administrative quali-
fications ”—in the present Senate?

Just name one.

aé eI

(Qzerreaus Gaesriner)
(The Hon. Keuneman)
Senator Kitchilan!

ob O3 RDEcwS

(Osorres oymsgsseui epaul)
(An hon. Member)

Senator Nadesan.
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(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

Senator Nadesan ? Let us not be
facetious about this. I am asking you :
please apply the standards set by the
Soulbury Commissioners to Senator
Nadesan, and tell me, is it for reasons
of age or occupation that he is
deterred from entering political life ?
Is Mr. Nadesan too old or is his occu-
pation such that the people of Jaffna
will never vote for him ? Mayhe, they
know him better than we do ; but the
fact remains that if one represents a
newspaper, newspapers still have
your vote. It is a sad but true fact.

In other words, there are two quali-
fications here: one, he must be a
person of eminence and position with
high educational and intellectual
attainments, and, next, by reason of
age or occupation he must be deterred
from entering political life. Please tell
me how those qualifications apply to
Senator Nadesan. What is there to
deter Senator Nadesan from contest-
ing a Seat and winning it if he can ?

©w& Ox3BDSewny
(Qaserres 9fs g seui GRS,
(An hon. Member)

He cannot win.

o0& 8 W @& 8. asd nwdmnnn

(Qsorrar  Felldaw gyi. 1. LT
BTiGS )

(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

He cannot win. In other words, is
the Senate going to be a repository
of people who cannot win elections ?
Well, if it comes to that, then, a very
large number of your former
Ministers and candidates also could
not win elections. Is it that class of
people we want to be governed by
in this country on a mandate of the
people ? Is that what you are trying
to argue for—that we want to be
governed by the defeated to frustrate
the victors, at least for the first two
years ? In other words, you must
allow the heat of the mandate to die

1970 @Teryad 27

1062
—eed®» 98 Hwde

down. You must allow the enthusiasm
of the people to wane away. You must
give the Opposition a chance to re-
generate itself, unless of course you
organise a C. P. de Silva tactic and
you try to buy over, or something of
that sort. We are not interested in
those strategies. Our position is very
simple. The saviours/of democracy
cannot be allowed to save democracy
against the mandate of the people.

Now let us come to the next argu-
ment. This is what is said at page 76
of the Soulbury Commission Report :

“ (iil) Unicameral government was

contrary to the practice of every
self-governing member of the

British Commonwealth and of
most major States in the world. ”

I thank my good Friend the hon.
First Member for Akurana (Mr.
Hameed) for giving me the
answer to this. He demonstrated on
his own argument that most of the
member countries of the British Com-
monwealth today have given up
second chambers including countries
like New Zealand. Most major states
in the world, even Belgium and other
countries, are stage by stage giving up
the institution of the second chamber.
Why are we trying to hang on to it ?
Let us take the arguments against a
second chamber presented here in the
Soulbury Commission Report and
consider for ourselves whether they
apply or not today in the present cir-
cumstances. This is what is stated at
page 78 of the Soulbury Commission
Report :

“293. The out-and-out opponents of the

proposal produced the following grounds
for their objection :—

(a) A Second Chamber was anti-demo-
cratic and would act as a check
on all progressive measures and
would result in the ‘whittling
away of democratic rights already
achieved ’.”

Is that not precisely what is
happening today under the guise of
the Senate ? Then the Soulbury Com-
mission Report went on to record the
next objection : :

“ (b) Experience elsewhere had proved

Second Chambers to be ineffec-
tive and impotent.

(c¢) In the words of Abbe Sieyes,....”
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And I think this is marvellous—
—"“if a Second Chamber dissents from

the first, it is mischievous ; if it agrees,
it is superfluous. ”

What exactly is the Senate doing
today except having Senators draw-
ing a small sum which is provided for
them in the Estimates, which is un-
important ? It is unimportant rela-
tively. It does not matter.

I am not really arguing for money
nor am I so ungenerous as to grudge
them the little money that is provi-
ded. That is not the issue here. The
issue here is simply this. Are we going
to tolerate a situation where the Sena-
tors have already proved that where
the major parties in this House un-
animously pass legislation here—it
does not matter what that legislation
is, to my mind—the mandate
of the pecple can be brought to
nought and we can be held to
ransom ?

If you ask us why, when a Consti-
tuent Assembly is sitting, we are try-
ing to do this, the answer is, we are
trying to work the Constituent As-
sembly also, as you are well aware,
as a matter of universal consent. This
is not an attempt to use government
majority to force the Constituent
Assembly, or to have a constitution of
our making thrust upon you. If it is
a question of numbers, and that was
what was planned, is there a thing in
the world to prevent us from present-
ing some sort of a document and say-
ing “ Look, we will vote on this; we
will muster all our hundreds and out-
vote you ”? And then the matter is
solved ; you have a new constitution
overnight, whether you like it or not.
Is that the process ? No. Far from it.
We are trying genuinely and sincerely
to the satisfaction of all members of
every community, by your joint par-
ticipation, to try to achieve the com-
mon goal of us all. And in this situa-
tion there is bound to be some lapse
of time. This constitution is not going
to be made overnight. Not that it
cannot be made overnight, but we do
not want to thrust a constitution on
you overnight, of our own making, of
our own seeking, which you may not
want.

Bewldn 9535 Veddcw
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If that is the situation, does it mean
then that you are arguing that we
should tolerate the institution of the
Senate, a body of persons represen-
tative of no one, having the right to
frustrate and prevent the duly elected
representatives of the people from
governing this country effectively and
well ? What would have been the
position of your former Prime Minis-
ter if Mr. C. P. de Silva had not cross-
ed the Flsor and carried the Senate
rump with him ? Supposing the Sena-
tors had stayed away and remained
loyal te the S. L. F. P., supposing the
Senators had proved incapable of
purchase, supposing their price was
beyond rubies, supposing it was not
possible to do that, what would have
happened ? The then Prime Minister
would not have been able to cut the
rice ration ; he would not have been
able to carry out the mandate for
which he thought he was elected—the
mandate to cut the rice ration. He and
I are people who seem to find it im-
possible te learn : we keep on mess-
ing with rice rations.

But whatever that may be, the fact
remains that they now talk of man-
dates ; they are very worried about
mandates. How can any Government
carry out its mandate after another
Government has held sway for a long
period of time and has packed the
Senate with its own boys—and girls ?
Unterruption]. At least let us say
this : the girls whom we packed the
Senate with were distinguished girls.
And let us also say that they distin-
guished themselves before and after
they went there, but the ones the hon.
Member for Dedigama put in there—

RRE o 2NN Do,
(8m. 1 ofl Coeypruds)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I did not put a single there.

oG f8E' W & 8. 2T wdmnem

(Qsorrar  (Fellsow QT e, LieRTL g
BT )
(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)
Then the girl was put in there by
your boys. When the voters of Pel-
madulla did not vote for your girl you

got your bovs in Parliament to do it.
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The fact is that she got elected by
your boys and that is how she was
there. She was not very distinguished
while she was there, but certainly she
extinguished herself in no uncertain
terms at the last election.

BB O

The fourth reason given was this.

“The Secretary of State for Colonies
and the Government already constituted
in themselves a Second Chamber. The
Governor’s powers of overriding the
Legislature provided an alternative to a
Secend Chamber, or, as one witness put
it, there is an Upper Chamber already
existing for us in Whitehall. ¥

Are you solemnly saying that we
should be bound by this document
now ? When you ask for the retention
of the Senate are you solemnly argu-
ing for the matters mentioned in this
Soulbury Report ? Are you suggesting
that today we are incapable of decid-
ing our own affairs ?

. Except for the hon. Member for
Galle (Dr. W. Dahanayake) who
considered Senator Nadesan to be a
very eminent person, I did not hear
a single voice either from the Federal
Party or from the Tamil Congress
raised in praise of that gentleman,
arguing for his eminence. I did not
hear people of his own community
speaking up for him. The only person
who sees eminence in him is the hon.
lrl\l/Iember for Galle who nominated
im—

@de DED. covsnam
(sl Q6. sompruds)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I did not nominate him, but I con-

sider him to be a very eminent
person.

oS (8GN @8 8. AT Dmdmnem

(Clsorray LIGWTL_IT 1T

1Tl Fem c@bﬂ.", o,
BT )

(The Hon. Falix R. D. Bandaranaike)

But can you say that he is a person
who by reason of age or occupation

is deterred from entering political
life ?
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So ultimately you find yourself
in the situation that not a single
logical reason can be adduced for the
retention of the Senate today.

In conclusion I want to refer to one
matter as it has been referred to by
hon. Members. The law which was
recently enacted in this House and
kicked out in the Senate was in re-
gard to certain amendments of
Section 13 (3) (f) of the Constitution.
Many people seem to think that I
have got especially annoyed by that
action of the Senate and that that is
the reason why this particular law
now comes up before this House. Let
me assure you in plain terms, I am
annoyed but not fer that reason. I
am annoyed by the total illogicality
of the stupid arguments that have
been presented by everybody in
connexion with that same matter.

May I put it this way ? This House
does not consist entirely of laymen
who are incapable of understanding
things, either in the Government or
in the Opposition. If anyone tells me
that Senator Rajaratne or Senator
Nadesan or Senator Y. R. Piyasena
or Senator N. M. Appuhamy or Sena-
tor Dr. Kalpage is a person of greater
eminence than the hon. Member for
Dedigama (Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
or the hon. Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene), I would
venture to disagree. I do not know
what your views are, but I always
think of the creator as being much
more satisfactory than the creature.
If one asks me whether in the Federal
Party Tiruchelvam in the Senate is
more able and far-seeing and far-
sighted than his colleagues in the
Lower House, including my good
Friend the hon. Member for Chava-
kachcheri (Mr. V. N. Navaratnam),
and my good Friend the hon. Member
for Kankesanturai (Mr. Chelvanaya-
kam), who were both here when the
voting took place, my answer would
be, I would rate Mr. Chelvanayakarns
and Mr. Navaratnam as being far
more able lawyers and far more
capable of bheing articulate in the
Tamil language on behalf of the
peopleiothey represent. Looked at
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from that point of view, what is the
argument ? We are now told these
gentlemen had seen some marvellous
lacuna, some fault, some mistake in
this legislation which men far grea-
ter than they, representing their own
parties, were so foolish, were so
stupid, or were so overawed as to be
incapable of seeing. I do not admit it
for a moment. I do not admit that
there was any such mistake, as in-
deed is evidenced from the simple
fact that different people no doubt
can hold different views on matters.

For example, I noticed Senator
Nadesan, the very notable, eminent
person in the Senate, saying, “ 1 obiect
to Section 13 (3) (f).I insist on every
single criminal, crook. adulterer,
rapist, murderer having the right
to sit in the House. There must be no
limitations. It does not matter whe-
ther a man has been sent to jail ; let
him serve his sentence. I do not care
if he is a bribe-taker, or a crook, or
a thief, or a murderer. Any criminal
must have a right to sit in the
House.” That is Senator Nadesan’s
evidence for you.

Senator Rajaratne says, “I have
been to jail myself and I am grateful
to the S. L. F. P. Government which
pardoned me, for not having deprived
me of my civic rights. But you know,
although I have been in jail as a cri-
minal, I only blacked a few name-
boards myself, most of it in Sinhala
and not even in Tamil. My only
crime was tarring a few nameboards,
but when it comes down to sitting in
the legislature with other criminals
like rapists, house-breakers and
people of that order, I have every
objection. I think this is all wrong.
The schedule in the law that you
people passed in the Lower House
is horrible. You have not included
necessary criminals; you have not
included murderers and rapists. The
peovle in the Lower House were so
foolish in the knowledge of the law
that they did not see this. ” Mr. Dudley
Senanavake did not see it. He
must have been looking the other
way. Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
never saw it although he actually
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spoke on the Bill. Mr. Chelvanayakam
did not see it. Mr. Navaratnam did
not see it. None of the leading people
in the Opposition saw this. Mr. K. M.
naturally, was the only person who
could not win his seat in Welimada,
after associating with the U. N. P.
naturally, was the only person who
could see it. Let us be logical
about this. What is the answer ?

The Senate is like one of those
donkeys that you see on the stage in
children’s pantomime where the front
legs do not co-ordinate with the back
legs, and you find the donkey moving
in opposite directions. You find in
this instance Mr. Nadesan is abso-
lutely insistent that he wants to seat
all the rapists and murderers in
Parliament; Mr. Rajaratne objects
to  sitting with rapists and
murderers in Parliament, and for
these two reasons a group of
Senators solemnly get together and
say, “Now we are not going to pass
the law passed in the Lower House
providing for certain classes of
offences.”

What were the classes of offences
—not offences involving moral turpi-
tude ? What he did was to classify
the offences in the Penal Code intoc
two sections, offences which dis-
qualify and offences which do not.
The taint of moral turpitude does not
apply to that at all, if you read the
Bill in the form in which it was
presented in the House. What we
have sought to do is to eliminate
offences involving property where
the motivation is personal gain in one
form or another, but where the
motivation is personal passion or
urge against a person which results
in offences like murder or rape, not
to make that a disqualifying offence
because we were not concerned with
human passions which exist between
individuals. Such situations will not
recur again.

A man who murders, murders an
individual, but a man who robs does
not care whom he robs. He want
money. It is on that precise basis
that Mr. Dudley Senanayake
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who had solemnly introduced a law
for the disqualification of bribe-
takers, did not oppose or instruct his
party to vote against a law which dis-
qualified  bribe-takers, but not
murderers © Why 277 Is it “1hat
Mr. Dudley Senanayake likes mur-
derers unlike Senator Nadesan ? I
think he is a person of far greater
eminence than that. I think like all
of us he does not like murderers but
if you ask me whether a murderer
who has finished serving his sentence
or concluded that part of it—he can
finish serving a life term, shall I say,
for culpable homicide—could get
himself elected to this House, I say,
why not ? That man constitutes no
danger to society. But a robber, a
bribe-taker, a thief, a cheat—the man
guilty of cheating, misappropriation,
larceny in any form—I say definitely
does constitute a threat to society. I
may be wrong in my view, but that
is my view and that is the view I have
taken then and I still hold now, and
nothing that Senator K. M. P. Raja-
ratne can say or Senator Nadesan,
the great eminence, can say on the
other side can convince me differ-
ently. If you think I am wrong, well
I am wrong, that does not matter.
But I do not say that any great
wrong is done by our taking the view
that this is not genuine, sincere
criticism. This is downright, planned
obstruction, for one group of
Senators to argue on the one side,
“We want rapists and murderers ”
and another group to argue, “ We do
not want them,” in the Senate.

NG O HOBY

(Czorray @&@TLB&ST}
(The Hon. Keuneman)
In the House.

s fE€CW @& 8. 9% Mémwm

(Qzorrar  1Felsan DT 1R, LT T
B )
(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

And in the House, of course ! They
turn round and say, “We are
cleverer men ; this proves the value
of the Senate as a body capable of
giving a very considered deliberation
and thought to matters which the
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Lower House had passed without con-
sideration. ” I think it is the grossest
insult they could have offered to
every single section of this House, the
Opposition included, to say that we
have failed to consider and take note
of what we were doing. I think every
one of us knew perfectly well
what we were doing. Even the hon.
Leader of the Opposition when he
disappeared at the correct psycholo-
gical moment knew what we were
doing.

Now, we come to the situation. In
this case, I am told, a Minister sub-
sequently made a speech canvassing
opinion among local bodies on this
question. Well, this is not a new thing,
canvassing local bodies. It is some-
thing which everybody has done from
the time of my good Friend, Mr.
Dudley Senanayake, down to Mr.
Premadasa, and everybody else on
every single current question, when-
ever they were able to. In this
instance I have got the very response
I wanted. I was particularly anxious
to see if I could persuade the Muni-
cipal Council of Jaffna to side with
me, and I see they did.

3. RELE-x® @, (cRs8c)
(8. . géme@@aé—&@aﬁ)sﬁ)}
(Mr. V. Dharmalingam—Uduvil)
Duraiappah.

ad 88 8. 8. e wdsnem

(Qaerras  Selldon  gyi. 1o, pewrims
BITIES )
(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)
What is wrong with Duraiappah ?
He came a very close second to
Martyn, and Ponnambalam came 2
very close third to him. So, what is

wrong with that ?

&3@@:»53@ Q5.

(,@@ Sirneflmaih)

(Mr. Dharmalingam)

Give the council a grant for that.

wd fSCed d. 8. 9z ndsnem

(Qzorrey  (FTallEew QY. e, LewTL
Briiss)
(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

Do you think I should give a grant
for that ? If you really propose that I
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should give them a special grant for

proposing the abolition of the Senate,

I would consider it.

RELEoa® .
(8. srwdflmein)
(Mr. Dharmalingam)
They deserve it.

e )

D WS BNGD

LI GOOT LT 1T

a.'ﬁé; f&@m“m q&&i. &.
(Qserrar  (Fellsaw Q7. L.
BTUIGE )

(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)

Do you think that they deserve it ?
Will you propose it? You move a
resolution for that, and I will
guarantee that Jaffna will have no
further problems. If the federalists
move, that is if Mr. Martyn asks for
it, I am prepared to consider it.

8. el @S @i (wem0)
(8lan, &. eraen. Lomi 19 Gr—Iulr LpLILIrGRTLD )
(Mr. C. X. Martyn-Jaffna)

I do not ask for it.

ad 8 @d. 8. AL ndsneD
Felldan  opir. 1o

(ClserTa LIGRTL_TIT

BTII&GS)
(The Hon. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike)
There you are, Mr. Martyn does
not ask for it. You cannot speak for
Jaffna, you are from some other
place, Uduvil. What is to be done ?

The next argument raised was that
I had said that Senators would not be
able to walk the streets in safety if
they resort to this kind of conduct. I
did say that, and I am not ashamed of
having said that either. I will tell
you this much. It is perfectly true
you find yourself confronted with a
natural embarrassment. It does not
require instigation or incitement. It
does not require thugs or hooligans.
I will tell you, if this type of conduct
is allowed to prevail and the people
really and truly lose their patience
when governments elected with this
kind of mandate are not permitted to
proceed with legislative programmes,
they will realize who the obstructors

are. It is not Dudley Senanavake or
J. R. Jayewardene, both are
honourable men, both have co-

operated to the limit to, make  the
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work of this Government successful,
and so indeed have the Tamil
Congress and the Federal Party so
far. I do not know what is going to
happen in the future. You will have
to put a test walk down the street to
see and satisfy yourselves how it is.
When you travel in the Yal Devi, you
have to look -carefully into your
compartments and make sure that
there is no one lying in wait for you.
When you get into the airconditioned
coach, be carefu] to look under your
seats and make quite certain of your
own safety, because, if you do decide
to frustrate the mandate of the
people and to stand up to us on the
basis that you are a Pym or a Hamp-
den of by-gone days, standing up
against the king’s ship-money
levies, you will find that that is not
the attitude of the people of this
country.

I do say—we are here as legislators
—when you did things we dis-
approved of when you were
the Government, we certainly
voted against them, we did not
hesitate to express our views,
and no one minds that. If you are
asking for the retention of a built-in
rump representing nobody, which I
have conclusively demonstrated is
contrary to every single principle of
modern times, 1 say that you are
trying to go by the rules of a book
set up for you in 1945 by commis-
sioners who were even at that stage
dilapidated old gentlemen who did
not know what they were talking
about.

I think the time has come when we
must make up our minds in which
direction we are going to move. I
appreciate that our mandate may not
be what you would have approved of,
what you would have executed, but
we have the right to execute that
mandate now. If that mandate does
not turn out well and the people get
fed up with us, they will have the
right to throw us out exactly as they
turned you out.

We will not make prophecies, like
the hon. First Member for Colombo
South (Mr. J. R. Jayewardene), that
we are here in nine-year cycles. We
are here only for as long as the people
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of the country want us. And the day
the peopie of this country do not
want us, we go. We are not
unaccustomed to sitting where you
are sitting now. We are quite
accustomed to having some Minis-
ters appointing all the staff to every
single government department from
among Government M.Ps’ nominees
and even defeated candidates’
nominees. This is not new. We are
doing it too after a fashion now. We
learned from you. We learned our
lessons well and we shall try to do
even better than our teachers when it
comes to performance. And if it
hurts, please remember that you
taught us how, and please remember
when it becomes difficult that we
without a murmer or whimper stood
up to it for five years. We never
bothered, we never complained ; you
never found anyone running behind
and saying something.

I think some of the people
nominated found very clever tricks
to get over these difficulties. I know
that some of my people in Dompe
even forged signatures in green ink
in order to come to your Ministers,
and as they were forging signatures
they had never seen, and as your offi-
cers also did not know the defeated
candidates’ signatures, they lightly
accepted them and gave the peopie
jobs. These things also happen, and
I have no doubt that similar tricks
are being tried now.

But what I say is, please understand
this : every single action one takes as
a Government produces reactions in
the long run, and we are not unco-
scious of it. We have felt the weight
of your Government against us, and
we are not so stupid and foolish as
not to realize it and not to take
account of it. But those are minor
questions.

The main question is, are we going
to get on with our mandate or not ?
And we cannot get on with it so long
as the Senate is allowed to stand in
the way. That is why we are presen-
ting this law. It is not on the basis of
any particular hatred or resentment
against individuals.

The one argument in this law
about which I had any rreservations
at all, of course, was the‘question of
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what we are going to do with the two
Ministers who are from the Senate.
The law at present says that you
have got to have the Minister of Jus-
tice and at least one other Minister
from the Senate, and I rather think
that, maybe, we took the wrong deci-
sion as a Cabinet in deciding, in try-
ing to accommodate those two
Ministers, to increase the number of
Appointed Members by two in this
House. But, having considered the
matter further as a Cabinet, and
having taken account of the reactions
in this House, including the reactions
of those hon. Members who, as the
Hon. Minister of Constitutional
Affairs has stated, are supporting
this Bill, we have decided as a Cabi-
net this afternoon t8 withdraw that
measure, and we are mnot going to
add to the number of Appointed
Members in this House.

That anouncement was made soon
after 2 o’clock this afternoon by the
Hon. Minister, for which I am grate-
ful. I must say that that problem is
out of the way, since we cannot
really, by any principle of logic,
argue in favour of an increase in the
number of Appointed Members in
this House. In fact, with apologies to
the hon. Appointed Members present,
I personally feel that their number
will have to be decreased in the iong
run. But that is another matter. It is
not before the House now. The ques-
tion that arises is that there is really
no case for adding to that number
now, and we are not going to do it.

So, since that argument is out cf
the way, I would earnestly urge all
hon. Members of this House to gef

rid of the wrong idea from their
heads that this is a question of some
vindictive law to punish anybody.
This law is logical, it is correct, it is
the only method by which, if you get
elected to office in 1975, you will be
able to govern this country effec-
tively without being frustrated by
whatever nominations the S.L.F.P.
might make to the Senate in the in-

tervening five years.
I.thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman.
That'ds all I have to say, and I urge
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hon. Members, both on this side of

the House and on that, unitedly to
give us the fullest co-operation.

g. on. 3.38

DG @l @ Iy . ¢ BE o
(Csorray sorfll Qasreodier . &
HAevaur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

With your permission, Sir, I pro-
pose to wind up the Debate both in
English and Sinhala primarily
because it has been communicated to
me that hon. Members, especially
those on the other side, have not been
assisted sufficiently by the simul-
taneous translatiogns which took place,
and I wish to satisfy them on that
matter. I shall conclude in Sinhala.

It has always been my habit, since
I became a Minister of the Govern-
ment, to be personally present
throughout the discussion of any Bill
which I have the responsibility of
piloting through the House. I think
hon. Members would have no doubt
that, except for the period when I
had to be away to attend the Cabinet
meeting, the results of which hon.
Members have been apprised of, I
was in fact present here, and I took
every care to follow the arguments
put forward.

I must state frankly that I infinitely
regret that the Opposition should
have been indulging so extensively
in extremely entertaining irrelevan-
cies. I took the utmost care not to
deny anything but to seek to explain
what was being done and why it was
being done, and I suppose hon. Mem-
bers, even the most eminent among
them, find it a litttle difficult to
separate themselves from the prepa-
rations they have so carefully mads
before coming here on the subject
of debate. So, I may be permitted,
respectfully, to repeat something
which, I thought, my making so ela-
borately clear in my ovening would
save me the trouble of having to say
again in reply.

This is a Bill to abolish the Senate
which is an institutiorn under the
extant Constitution. This is not a Bill
to abolish some contemplated future
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second chamber. This is not a Bill to
consider some non-existent past
second chamber. This is a Bill which
concerns itself entirely with the
second chamber under the extart
Constitution under which, within the
framework of which, and through
which this Government will have to
operate, until such time as the Cons-
tituent Assembly has framed, accep-
ted, enacted and operated a new
Constitution, in terms of which, no
doubt, a new Government wiil come
into being. That I carefully demar-
cated off at the beginning, and it is
unfortunate that such eminent
friends of mine as the hon. First
Member for Colombo Central saw in
that only some physical gyration
and some special pleading. I do not
propose to retort in kind. I propose
to clarify again why we want this
second chamber, that is, the Senate,
abolished, removed out of the way of
the progress of this Government.
Why do we want it ? Because at the
earliest opportunity available to it it
demonstrated beyond any doubt that
the majority within it, which is hos-
tile to this Government, will use the
slimmest pretext that is available to
it in order to obstruct the progress of
this Government in its legislation. I
hope, even if my sentence is long,
that it is clear, and if anybody dis-
likes my not standing still when I
speak, he had better not model him-
seif on me.

Now, this simple position of ours
has been sotight to be misrepresented
by being entangled in a web of the
grossest misrepresentation—I am
sorry to have to say it—begining with
my hon. Friend the Leader of the
Opposition, whose capacity to make
an entertaining speech in even the
most difficult circumstances was
again illustrated to the full yesterday,
and not leaving out the hon, Member
for Dedigama (Mr. Dudlevy Senana-
yake), thrice the Prime Minister of
our country, who has the capacity to
express his ideas with a clarity which
many may envy. I am bound to say
that they tilted at windmills or, if I
mav change the metaphor, they put
up bogevs and solemly knocked them
down.
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Now, this is not just a question of
whether we like the second chamber.
I would remind the hon. Member for
Nintavur (Mr. Mustapha) of that
fact. I thought he had been pushed
further southwards recently. Sir, if
it is a question o/ second chambers
generally, his own Colleague the
hon. First Member for Akurana
(Mr. Hameed) today adequately
replied to his argument of yesterday.
So, I do not need to refute
that. Let us leave the general ques-
tion alone. As the hon. Member for
Dedigama said, let us discuss that
matter in the proper place. Let us
discuss the question here of this
Senate, this second chamber, and none
other. And I would just remind you
of something which I took the liberty
of pointing to by way of an interrupt-
ion of the hon. First Member for Aku-
rana today. What was this chamber
created for? ? Why was it so created
none other than on the recommen-
dation of the Soulbury Commission ?
I just want to point to one single sen-
tence in the Report of the Commission
on Constitutional Reform issued in
September 1945. At page 78, the Soul-
bury Commissioners say that three
factors were carefully considered by
them in coming to the conclusion that
they should recommend a second
chamber,

“294. In arriving at our conclusions, we

have given very careful consideration to
three factors: *

The first of these is what I wish to
read, for to those who adopted the
Soulbury Constitution as the embodi-
ment of the wisdom of the ages, this

paragraph should evoke eternal
shame—
e (1) The prospective changes in

the Constitution arising from the greatly

(e:nlarged powers of the Government of
19e43:;1qp envisaged by the Declaration of

Please listen to this phrase :

(11
—“and a Corresponding reducti
g uction of
the powers of the Governor ”"—

that previously
under tne State Counci] regime the
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reserve powers of the Governor cons-
tituted the second chamber of this
country.

It is said here, as I shall show you,
if you want the quotation, in so many
words.

The three policemen now forgotten
by the new generation—the Chief
Secretary, the Financial Secretary,
the Legal Secretary—and the power
of the Governor to reject legislation,
to reserve legislation, etc., of that
State Council, that, says this report,
performed the functions of a second
chamber. And, says this commission
in this report, since the powers of
the Government of Ceylon are to be
greatly enlarged—that is the progres-
sive approach towaimds self-govern-
ment for which so many of our offi-
cial lead=rs spent so much of hot air
in the country—therefore a corres-
ponding reduction of the powers of
the Governor follows, Consequently
they say that is one of the major rea- -
sons why a Senate is necessary.
Whose Governor ? The Governor of
the imperialist, Britain. Whose func-
tions ? The functions of the imperia-
list Governor of Britain. And since
the reserved powers were to go, a
similar like function to be performed
by whom ? By the new Senate. That
is the piece of machinery which we
have had for 23 years and, I would
remind you, hon. Members of this
House, watched for 23 years. That
House knew how not to make itself
a nuisance because it did not see the
need to make itself a nuisance.

I remember—and I propose to re-
fresh the minds and memories of
hon. Members of this House—the
occasion when a Governor of this
country first found, when he tried to
use his reserved powers against the
State Council, that there had at last
come, through the universal adult
franchise, at least two Members who
knew how to stand up to a Governor
by using the procedures of the House
itself. My hon. Friend, the Finance
Minister, but two days ago showed
us that we are on a new road, that
we have got our feet on that road and
will tread that road whoever may
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say us nay. He was then the Member
for Ruwanwella, whose behaviour in
that House was so obnoxious to the
then Associated Newspapers, which
he has again nabbed recently, that
they would not even refer to his
existence in the House but would
only say in their report that “ a cer-
tain Member ” said something. It was
he who showed how that could be
done. This country sometimes forgets

things too easily.

A Governor of the day, in the inte-
rests of the Lancashire cloth manu-
facturers who were in the midst of a
depression sought to impose upon this
country a quota system for textiles
in order to shfit out the cheap Japa-
nese cloth to which the poverty-
stricken masses of our country had
turned when they —could not
afford the British varieties, and
ordered the quota system using his
power. It was the then Member for
Ruwanwella, now the hon. Member
for Yatiyantota and Minister of
Finance, who for several weeks
frustrated the efforts of the Govern-
ment by repeatedly raising points of
Order which enabled the Speaker of
the day to refrain from reading the
Order in the House.

od. @d. Ludlm Cw.

(8. Ceog. yi. gueuiser)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

The hon. Member for Dedigama
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake) and the
Hon. Minister of Finance were in the
same Committee.

ad mnBe emEos 8. ¢ 8o
(Qsorres sorfH Osrodler sy, &
Pevaur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The great pity is that having been
in the same Committee the hon.
Member for Dedigama did not sit
sufficiently long at the feet of the
Hon. Minister of Finance %fo be
in a Government that sets out upon
a new path. Nay more, had he but
learnt then, instead of being loyal to
a tradition which at one time he

Bewldnm @535 HACw
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began to see the inadequacy of, he
might have been one of the men of
today instead of being merely a man
of yesterday. I remember that both
my hon. Friends who lead the United
National Party today are men who
read the correct books at the correct
period in their lives, but unfortu-
nately they left the books behind and
followed the will-o’-the-wisp in
politics. That is my view. Had they
but chosen, like the Hon. Minister
of Finance or even people
like my humble self, to follow a
dream determinedly in the know-
ledge that the masses of this country
will one day enable us to make it
real, maybe, they would have had a
different political career and this
country may have been spared many
unnecessary miseries.

Now, Sir, to return to the report, it
is to replace that Governor and that
kind of institution that this Senate
was created. I thought I was paying
some small compliment to the
memory of the leaders of the day
when I pointed out that the Ministers
in their memorandum had not pro-
posed a second chamber. I spoke
from memory, having forgotten that
the fact is enshrined in the law by a
quotation in the Constitution of
Ceylon which is reproduced in a legal
document. I want to read something
which will interest us. There is the
Ceylon (Constitution) Order in
Council, one of the documents ema-
nating, in this case, from the Court
at Buckingham Palace on the 15th
of May 1946. It is the foundation of
the present Constitution. It says:

« AND WHEREAS paragraph 10 of the
said Statement of Policy contained the
following decision :”

That is of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment.

“His Majesty’s Government are in
sympathy with the desire of the people
of Ceylon to advance towards Dominion
status and they are anxious to co-operate
with them to that end. With this in mind,
His Majesty’s Government have reached
the conclusion that a Constitution on the
general lines proposed by the Soulbury
Commission (which also conforms 1
broad outline, save as regards the Second
Chamber, with the Constitutional scheme
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put forward by the Ceylon Ministers
themselves) will provide a workable
basis for progress in
Ceylon.”

constitutional

“You see, there is the evidence of
what I said—that the leading men of
that day did not want the second

chamber.

o, md. BwdBR» Sw.
(8 Co3. . guieui ger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

That was because there were the
Governor’s powers.

o @ade enEasy @b. ¢ EED:
(Qaorres  sorf@ GQaradlar i &
Heveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

If that is so, I am glad to be in-
formed, because that confirms my
point.

g. 0. 4.0

MOWeen Bewids LSRR
(@Gpssoflar o1 gs@rreari Syaiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Hon. Speaker
will now take the Chair.

el
TewsY, DSunas

GDNED  dDEen
Crmnowsy QI
EGiusnded .

YFIEADE G oL YSDrreeri _Yeuiser
BrisCar,

I' = I"-\ I. -
YNUTHST HCVDUD 5T 515 (69T F 6.
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[Whereupon MR. DEpuTy CHAIRMAN OF
CoMMITTEES left the Chair, and MR.
SPEAKER took the Chair.]

ad e emnE3sT @d. ¢ BED

(Gasorrar sorfs Qarodler yr. &
-@Gbmm')

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Mr. Speaker, if I may continue
from where I was interrupted, what
the hon. Leader of the Opposition in-
forms me confirms my point. The
concept of the creators of this Consti-
tution was that the Senate replaces
the Governor’s reserve powers. I am
sorry, maybe because I am a lawyer
by profession though at this time not

1970 dFTexdE 27
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by practice, I like to lead evidence
when I make my point. Now, I have
led the evidence from the opposite
side to support me. And that is the
whole purpose of cross-examination
—to elicit the facts you want from the
other side, because then they tend to
be conclusive.

So, that is the institution we want
to sweep out of our way. You may
ask, why did it become necessary for
this Government to sweep it out of
the way when other Governments
have contrived to get along with it ?
The answer is simple : nowhere in its
historical past did this Senate have
the courage of the Governor, who was
crossed by the then Member for
Ruwanwella, to cross this House. And
that was the final proo? of their utter
uselessness. I mean, we pass things
here. Whether I was here or not is
irrelevant. At various times I was
here and at various times I was not,
and T was always on that side. It is
the only appropriate thing in my life.
But that is by the way.

For 23 years the Senate always
conformed, and then in the year 1970
it suddenly felt it had to assert its
right, its freedom, its privilege, its
position. And so, when those who
were sleeping awoke, those who had
lulled themselves into forgetfulness
also awoke to remembrance. By that
one simple little act—I do not mind
what the excuse given was—of out-
right rejection of a Bill that had been
adopted in this House, as the hon.
Leader of the Opposition himself said,
by a two-thirds majority which is re-
quired to change the Constitution, by
that one simple act of rejection of
that Bill outright, they showed the
power that they had in their hands to
cross the will of the people. This is
the true relevance of all those
speeches, pleas, about the 1,900,000
votes that the defeated got. This was
the true purpose and object of the
claim that the United National Party,
having fought more seats than the
S. L. F. P., got more votes dt the last
election than the S. L. F. P. If that
was the point of their argument—
that they had a wide vote in the
country—it was the laying of the
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basis for the use of every institution
within the control and disposal of the
United National Party to cross the
will of the people as expressed on
27th May 1970. That is what the

Senate told us that day.

Why are you talking all these utter
to you, what would have happened to
bring in an amendment if you accep-
ted the Bill. What was the difficulty,
I ask those intelligent gentlemen—I
am no longer concerned to debate
with them—if you were ready to
pass the Bill if it was amended, if
honestly you were ready to pass the
Bill ? And too many of them have re-
cords that entitle us to doubt their
political honesty. I say so categori-
cally here. The discoverer of the rape
section has a political history which
would make a man run away from
public life if he has any sense of
shame. That is true, if we are to talk
like that. But let us leave them alone.
I ask those intelligent gentlemen,
was not that the reply you got—for
which I take responsibility, as I have
already taken responsibility—when
you were told, publicly and officially,
by the sponsor of the Bill in the
Senate that before the month was
out he would bring in a new Bill, a
supplementary Bill, incorporating the
changes that were wanted by
the scintillating intellects who
participated in that Debate on
the Bill in the other Place?
What more was wanted if they were
honest about their claims ? Instead,
like hounds crying after their quarry,
some innocent in the art of politics
whom they thought they could grip
by the neck and give a shaking to
without inviting any consequence,
they went the whole distance.

Now, why do you not ask your-
selves, I ask my hon. Friends oppo-
site: supposing, instead of that
happening, we had to wait for some
other and different thing happening ;
supposing it was a far more impor-
tant Bill than the Bill which worried
you because you say it also benefited
the hon. Member for Ratnapura (Mr.

Bewidmn @535 PeFVE®
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Ellawala), whom the courts may un-
seat but the people will re-seat with-
out a doubt. Why, just because a
Bill benefited a man, whose very
attractive appearance was commented
upon in this House, must you go to
the extent of showing in advance the
power you have over there ? I put it
to you, what would have happened to
us, to this Government, if that group
in the majority had lain low on that
occasion and had only pursued that
line when a really important Bill,
like, for instance, the Bill that is
pending, enabling the Minister of
Finance to take over any industrial or
agricultural undertaking when this
Government so decides, came up ?

I can see these scintillating brains
studying with the utmost care the
definitions in that Bill and saying,
“You say you want an agricultural
property covered, but this definition
of agricultural property looks suspi-
ciously like a horticultural property
and therefore we are against what
was never intended, the taking over
of norticultural properties. Therefore
if you will amend ‘agriculture’ not
to include ‘horticulture’ we shall
support the amendmetit, but since you
may even do that we shall present it
in such a form that you will not agree
to it, and then happily we shall throw
out the Bill, knowing that for six
months more, perhaps, our agricul-
tural and our horticultural and our
industrial and all our other properties
will be safe from the Government.”

That is what was done. I refrained
from expressing the actual indigna-
tion I felt about the behaviour of the
Senate on that occasion in my origi-
nal speech, because I did not wan: to
make this attack, but in the light of
the arguments that have been pre-
sented, the trivialities that have been
put forward as arguments, to claim
that this is revengefulness and not
political necessity, I have to state these
things whether I like to state them
and you like to hear them or not.
Sir, for. my part; I thank ¢the
distinguished intellects that advised
the majority of the Senate to follow
that line that day, for they could not
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have done us a better service. On a
mere irrelevancy they showed that
under proper pretexts they were
prepared to exercise their power. The
defeated believed that that was the
place from which they could start
the long march back to victory.

Well, whatever were the clever
brains that advised that line of
action, those brains may be clever in
the analysis of the law, but they have
not the first judgment in politics and
political decision. That is as clear as
daylight could be.

Today, now, through the mouths of
much abler men than themselves
seated in the Front Bench of the
Opposition, they are pleading with us
that they should be spared the fate
which they themselves invited for
themselves. That is the truth of the
matter.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition,
I have not the faintest doubt—and I
speak from  knowledge—advised
these men against that course of
action. I know it, I claim it, and I
am sure of it ; and yet others advised
otherwise, others, men of intelli-
gence, men of university status, men
who taught their students well in
whatever subjects they taught but
mistaught them politics. These men
took the bit into their teeth once they
felt they would have the approval cf

their superiors. And now witness the
disarray.

You here in this House, men of
intelligence, men of understanding,
men of judgment, men of career in
our public life, you are forced to
come and plead with us on behalf of
your errant colleagues elsewhere in
the same manner as a repentarnt
mother comes pleading with the
schoolmaster on behalf of a truant
little son. So there it stands.

I promised to speak a few words in
Sinhala and I want to fulfil that
promise before I sit down. Nothing
more 1s really necessary.

DG DNNEWDNOB, eded cemn
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(Mr. Speaker)

S Do  shem, OB
BT b = oy 50d.
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(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
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LB SSLILI L I,
Question put,

MR. SPEAKER, having collected
Voices, declared that the Ayes had it.

& qL’-J@a;E.?cG e 85Y q2:|5’5. e BE D
sarfs Caroveler oy &

the

(Qzor oy
RPovaur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Brfe wansy HEO goB&.

Oy O ace 48 2» eHdd Boewow
woon —us® 117; 8&TRD 16; wpedsy—
eAEEH w.

FarLs, 48 opb Blowp s Gruder B 19A5
S : orBrras 16,

The House devided (under Standing
Order No. 48): Ayes 117 ; Noes 16.

grrurs 117 ;

c0o8uw wEam 30 ¢HWCD 0cdm» 26 Bw
25 c&

9 BSTLIY,
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(0QaFr BT @Uedri Wb (LpSHMUITE

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved :

“That the Bill be referred to a
Committee of the Whole House.”

[The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva.]

MDD wnedBE LG ACH CE

DS HEDDNS BN e,

@iy SpTruiy Qupm 3.

[Furprusi yaiser slwenwn SruBEisar. |

Considered in Committee.

[MR. SpEAKER in the Chair.]

1 2 DdDomBesd B8O 4 D DaxBe
ey wmw o08semnd emoux wmOwd
Rz @D w3 BewTa Wwén DE.

1 b urssSP0Bp 5 4 b UTFSLLAET
wlFrgsroiler LUGH LTS Qs  Coustr(HGLoen
S Caruf s’ L .

Clauses 1 to 4 ordered to stand part of
the Bill.

CLAUSE 5.— (Amendment of Section
11 of the principal Order.)

ad edn o3 &d. ¢ 8¢
(Qsorrer sarpg Qarodicr oyi- &
Heveurr )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

“5 DB DoryBRe wdydemcns’®
e e an”’ B & cwfdsn BEHN.

¢ GO0 cwiEsn DG Dany Be »dW
o@oluenB emlum WmOwd HIw WYR®, WD
sdma SOwm» i, Bdgy Ja
Qoucnr(HGLosr 19 A& @I
arasty  wlarsrear  U@GHUTrS B mss
Cavanrb@ioer 6y P& s LB BrrsfEsis
L gy,

Question, that the Clause proposed to
be left out stand part of the Bill, put,
and megatived.

... 9 dDexyRew 8O 3 dm» Do Bw
ey wmdw o0duemnd emduw mSwd
DA @ wd Bowo Dém &

6 oyt ouresESelmpa 34 b GUIT &F & LEGY G0 1T
@& & mailesr L@&S TS OlGEES @ ouar(h@lLoeor
&L Corudl i’ e .

Clauses 6 to 34 ordered to stand part
of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 34.— (Amendment of
Chapter 3717.)

ad; @&e e Ssy 8. ¢ B

(Qsorrar  sarfl@ Osrader oyi. &
Rovaur)

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I move,

“In page 8, line 6, leave out ‘Section
S of.”"

¢ 800 cwdmn wg 09 Do Bew
camOuwy ®i0ud BFs ww wd B’ D
Seum» oY, Hduwm Do

Doy Nes Lo Sl Ew sy , LWLy
c2QPuenS emOuw wmSwd BRI G2 s,
WD @ e Tu® ¢y, umuddm S

34 V» DonY B, w.oriImmndensy, s»
eIPuemB emoum 08¢0 R G
Soedo @wdm, GE.
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Guer oy 065517 Barsfastin . g,
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LR e pmSQasTeneriiii 1 g,
24 i G e oy ) = )
34 opth eurEsLd, BhsHUGQUDnaIT D WEET
S5 mellahr u@GBSwrs Qrrss GouenROuer &1 1 &y

Wy .

Question, that the words proposed to
be left out stand part of the Clause, put,
and negatived.

Question, that the Clause, as amended,
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 34, as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill.

CLaUSE  35.—(Special  provisions
applicable to other written law.)

o0& @nde en@3sY ®d. ¢ 8D

(Qsorrar  sorpls Osrodlar i &
Pvar )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

9 DB 8Yed 2B 2B edfedd 8O
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¢ 30 cwidsn mg 29m Dox Bow’
emlum  mBwd BFes gma wm g e
Sum» s, Bdun Ja.

oY Be Boowd AMmiTw sy, w5
eDPPueHNB el = Swd BBw Ges, @B
s Da B0um ¥, wwmuddm S

1970 @TedE 27 )

1090

208D 5e0d
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Question, that the words proposed to
be left out stand part of the Clause, put,
and negatived.

Question, that the Clause, as amended,
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 35, as amended, ordered to stand
part of the Bill. o

w5 Doy He Sy enluend
canlum »mSuld Bfe Pl Dewle DD
cé.

FLLerE aurasth wCFrgrefedr LIS

Om&Es CousnBGioerd: &1 Srulfle i 1 gy

Enacting Clause ordered te stand part
of the Bill.

TiTLE— (An Act to amend the Ceylon
(Constitution) Order in Council,
1946, for the purpose of abolishing
the Senate and increasing the
number of Appointed Members of
the House of Representatives
from six to eight, to make a
consequential amendment in the
Ceylon Independence Order in
Council, 1947, and to enable other
Enactments to be read and con-
strued subject to the provisions
of this Act.)

oS HpDlw o3 @i, ¢ 8D

(Qzeorrar sorflE Garevdler i &
RAéveur )

(The Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I move,

“In the Long Title leave out °‘and
increasing the number of appointed

members of the House of Representatives
from six to eight’?”.

e S0 ewldsn DG D0®» NVewW @M
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Question, that the words proposed to
be left out stand part of the Title, put,
and negatived.

Question, that the Title, as amended,
stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Title, as amended, ordered to stand part
of the Bill.
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Bill reported with Amendments.
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(Th2 Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
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Question put.

MR. SPEAKER, having collected the
Voices, declared that the “ Aues” had it.

ad e o3y @8 ¢ B

(Oserrey  serflG Qarovdlar yr. &
Reveurr )

(Th2 Hon. Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
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The House divided (und:2r Standing
Order No. 48) - Ayes 117 ; Noes 15.

Friurs 117 ; erSors 15.
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Bill, as amended, accordingiy read the
Third time, and passed,
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ADJOURNMENT

ad oY, 8. SuY 50w

(QOzerrey Ca&. 9. rgpruss)

(The Hon. K. B. Ratnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at
443 pmMm., until 10 AM. on
Sunday, 1st Nowvember 1970,
pursuant to the Resolution
of the House this Day.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

'-. ;1"“"\-:

T

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

e 8ol : E 0dm 2omzl 8ud §doRm Swmed BO S 123 wewe
dr. 33.003, (eenddn BOws wews @ G1. 35.003.) ©aes 6200 matsrpedst ¢DA.
Boum @m 308. mmecs? a» 458. 8ed, eme® @@ @Oeed, Buwecn®
maliceed c¥ed wmazm ibcened @328 eOn HEST o68e @gna.

sipr 2 vaid Qar@ss GsSouwGsgaumn wigh Gamssn 12 05558

asun 32.00 (B@gsiuns SoBser gyur 35.00) 6 w15 3H8E HOTSSLLaD.

saiufls® ssi 30, sume epd 45 F5wW, PHLEIOTS HNISTES Garafufi @

‘agans HgHusAind (§. Gu. B500, SpFTEs S@LOSD, Qareptby 1)
Qs gy g sTID.

Subscriptions : 12 months commencing from month following date of payment Ra. 32.00

(uncerrected copies Rs. 35.00). Half rates for 6 months, each part 30 cents, by post 45 cents,

payable in advance to $he SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PUBLIOATIONS BUREAY,
P. 0. Box 500, Colombo 1.

JAFFNA 5

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

