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asked the Minister of Educa-
tion: (a) Is he aware that Mr. T.
M. S. Tennakoon (Regd. No. 11136)
who was working at K/Kiriwana-
ketiya School in the Akurana electo-
rate and who retired on the 30th
June, 1964, contributed to the P.S.P.
Fund from 1945 to 1961? (b) When
will his P.S.P.F . contributions be
refunded to him?

a& 8. 8. & »EaCC (gmum
G OB)

(Qserras 1. 19. 5.

YOG FIT )

& B &6 V— S 6h

(The Hon. P. B. G. Kalugalla—Minister
of Education)
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asked the Minister of Education :
(@) Will he state the nature
of Teacher’s Certificate held by Mr.
S. Wijayawardena attached to the
tutorial staff of K/Yatihelagala-
Udagama Vidyalaya? (b) Is he
aware that he should have been pro-
moted to Class I with effect from
1.1.1963? (c) Is he aware that it is
not fair to deprive him of his due
promotion and stop his increments as
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a result of the mistake made by the
officers of the Education Depart-
ment? (d) Will he take action to
grant his reasonable requests and
do justice?
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asked the Minister of Educa-
tion: (a) Have teachers, like other
Government servants, made re-
quests that their salaries be paid

to the People’s Bank to enable them
to draw loans?
been granted in the case of Govern-
ment servants in other depart-
“ments? (¢) Will he give this con-
cession to teachers also?
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asked the Parliamentary Secre-
tary to the Minister of Local Gov-

ernment and Home Affairs: (a) Is
she aware that the District Re-
gistrar’s Office, Batticaloa, has

issued the birth certificate No. 2344
in Tamil to the son of Mr. Dharma-
sena Kodikara, residing at No. 36,
Main Street, Hatton? (b) Is it the
policy of the Government to issue
birth certificates in Tamil to children
of Sinhalese parents? (c) If not
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2164
28w B4

under what circumstances was this
birth certificate issued in Tamil ?
(d) Is she aware that in spite of the
fact that Mr. Kodikara wrote to them
on 5.2.1964 under Registration No.
675397 enclosing stamps to the
value of Rs. 1.75 requesting that the
birth certificate be issued in Sinhala,
they have once again issued it in
Tamil? (e) As this is a contraven-
tion of the Sinhala Only Act, No. 33
of 1956, will she take disciplinary
action against the District Registrar,
Batticaloa? (f) If so, when, and if
not why? (g) Will she take
immediate action to issue the birth
certificate in Sinhala ?

88wy @rlAs Fwk. (31 He®
o Relw WO BEAC wEEelxIy
e =)

(ﬁ@wﬁ 6l wesr (& QT FGT—D_ 6T eor,
rri &, ecorpri @ esrr yenwsafer
LI T T (@hLDGT D& srifw sMS )

(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Local Government and Home Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Health:
(@) Will he take early steps to
remedy the following defects in the
Gilimale Rural Hospital: (i) mater-
nity and other patients including
fever and dysentery cases and sick
children are housed in the same
small ward ; (ii) the hospital is badly
overcrowded, needing a new ward ;

(iii) as the slope of the roof is in-
sufficient, the whole ward gets wet
during at least six months of the

year since this area has heavy rain-
fall ; (iv) the only midwife here is
on duty 24 hours of the day; (v) the
food supplied is tasteless, full of
sand and impurities and fish is
never served? (b) Will he inform
the House as to the action he pro-
poses to take and when he will do
so?

a& AECTT 9 8e (cwmaaxs O

@) SEAC quoB)

(Qeworroy L1GluysSer wapep g1—a ST Smr
Y DDEFEIT )

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud—Minis-
ter of Health)

(a) (i) this rural hospital has two
wards of six beds each and an isola-
tion room of two beds. Maternity
cases are also admitted to the female
ward as there is no maternity home
or separate maternity ward. Cases of
infectious diseases are treated in the
isolation room. (ii) The hospital is not
heavily over-crowded, but there has
been very slight overcrowding. The
daily average indoor patients has
ranged between 15 and 19 during the
last two years, as against a bed-
strength of 14. The construction of
a maternity ward of twelve beds is
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desirable and will be considered in
order of priority, taking the other
medical needs of the district into
consideration. (iii) There is oozing
of water through roof tiles during
heavy and continuous rain. This has
been brought to the notice of the
Public Works Department and
remedial action will be taken early.
(iv) The average monthly deliveries
range from 10 to 18 during the last
two years. One midwife is adequate
for the needs of the institution. She
is resident in the duty room and is
on duty 24 hours. However, she is
relieved on her “ off ” days and when
leave is required by her. (V) There
have been no complaints about the
quality or quantity of food supplied.
On a few occasions when the con-
tractor who supplies cooked meals
has defaulted, the Apothecary has
made suitable arrangements and
supplied the meals. The contractor
has been suitably punished on these
occasions. Owing to a scarcity of
fresh fish in this area, it has not been
possible to supply fish diets to
patients. (b) I consulted hon. Mem-
bers of the House in October last
and appointed Hospital Visitors. If
the hon. Member for Ratnapura will
suggest suitable persons to be
appointed visitors to Gilimale, such
visitors may, by surprise inspection,
maintain a high quality in the food
supplied to the hospital.
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(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
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.GILIMALE HOSPITAL : UNIFORMS TO
WORKERS

6. B 8. @ Blewd S .

(B . 9. yi. HrCsrsar)

(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Is he aware that the official uni-

forms for 1963-64 have not been
supplied as yet to the workers in
the Gilimale hospital? (b) Will he
take steps to have this matter
expedited?

o& AT OFQY

(Qaer ey uBy &8 er LD@DeLp &)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

(a) Yes. (b) A part supply of
uniforms has already been made by
the Superintendent, Government
Stores, and the balance will be sup-
plied oy him within a week.
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HOSPITAL WORKERS : EIGHT-HOUR DAY
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(Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera)
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Qsrereursr ?

asked the Minister of Health:
Since attendants and other hospital
staff who are generally polite tend
to be unsatisfactory towards the
end of their 12-hour working day,
will he take steps to give hospital
workers an 8-hour working day,
both in fairness to these workers as
well as in the interests of the
patients?
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(Osorres LfusBsr wavaps)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

In view of the additional staff
that will be required to give eftect
to the request of the hon. Member,
I shall discuss this further with the
Hon. Minister of Fniance and give
whatever relief is possible. 1 ap-
preciate very much the anxiety of
the hospital staff to be polite to
members of the pub ic; but I would
also remind all staff that long hours
of work should be no excuse for not
being polite to members of the
public. -

ey, D8. 8. SHEdwm» .

(8. Cs. erib. F. rregrgar)
(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

cPsPem mCEHW DE e e
653 A oY PEw ecd»e WS, GBI
DOwy g ot vomwsl e
25y gemed WS ?

ob 98eEeT 0794
(QOserres LGuysGer wamep s)
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

That question does not arise.

There is no question like that.
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K. KICHEN, DECEASED : PAYMENT OF
PENSION TO WIDOW
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(Mr. P. M. K. Tennekoon—Mihintale)
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By DG erBL

asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Is he aware that Mr. K. Kichen
who had served as a labourer at the
Maternity Homes in  Senapura,
Vavuniya and Mankulam, died on
99.1.1964 while on duty at the Man-
kulam Maternity Home? (b) Will
he take action to pay pension or
W. & O.P. monies due to him to his

widow and children as he had been

in service for about 16 years?

od o&. 8. Rede DS w. (8:C
DOwm) BEAE TR ACH §OBD)

(Qzorras Cog. 9. @CLCF&Er—1LIS A4
SYNDEEFTT )

(The Hon. J. P. Obeyesekere—Acting
Minister of Finance)
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

I move,

« That notwithstanding the provisions
of Standing Order No. 24, the motions
appearing as items 10, 11 and 12 on the
Paper be proceeded with this day ”.

This is to enable the House to take
up these items after 8 P.M. if the
hon. Members have no objection.
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(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)
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(The Hon. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwar-
dena—Minister of Labour and Housing)
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PrivATE MEMBERS’ BILLS

ORIENTAL STUDIES SOCIETY, COLOMBO, BILL

8. 8. »cuCw Q9w (©Cexx?))

(B 9. 9. ureglu—sdtsrapar)

(Mr. P. B. Balasuriya—Galigomuwa)

oy vg Om» ewIlryy vemRm O
9c8ury 263 :

“That leave be granted to introduce a
Bill to Incorporate the Oriental Studies
Society, Colombo ”.
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HEAD 72.—MINISTER OF LAND, IRRIGATION
AND POWER

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 529,909

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and salaries,
Rs. 340,607

9t8ew WE® G¢ weew AW [goode’z
27]—

_ “That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10
in respect of sub-head 1, item ¢ Minister’”
[288 Bmp@®&ow @]
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“W. S. 4/2

Irrigation Department,
Buller’s Road,
Colombo,

24th May, 1963.

G. M. M. Branch

Subject :

Please send urgently 3 Class I trac-
tors, 2 bucket scrapers, water bowsers,
etc., to do about 15,000 cu. ft. of earth
work for Karawila, Southern Province.
This work should be done very
urgently.”
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Karawila Tank.
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“Irrigation Office,
Tissa,
15th May, 1962.

The Manager,
People’s Bank Head Office,

Union Place,
Colombo.

Dear Sir,

Subject: M. M. Vithanage Bros.,
Account No. 401,

Karawila Scheme, Katara-
gama.

I am writing at the request of Mr. B.
A. Vithanage, Managing Partner of
Messrs. Vithanage Bros.,, Nuwara Eliya,
to inform you that this firm has entered
into an agreement with this department
for the construction of the Karawila
Scheme, Kataragama. The total amount
of the contract is Rs. 317,010. Up to
date this firm has been paid approxi-
mately a sum of Rs. 130,000. The
balance to be paid is about Rs. 167,010.

I certify that the progress made by
this firm on this contract has been very
satisfactory. ”
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This letter was signed by the Irri-
gation Engineer, Tissa, the nephew
of the Durector of Irrigation—a
person who is now drawing a special
allowance in Chandrikawewa.
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(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)
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“ [NTERDICTIONS AFTER SECOND BIG FRAUD

A series of interdictions are t_expected
in the Irrigation Unit at Karawillagama
in the Kataragama area, following the
detection of a Rs. 35,000 fraud there.”
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“The detection was the first result of
on-the-spot investigations by the Chief
Accountant of the Irrigation Depart-
ment -
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“ Ministry sources said that the Minis-
ter’s directive had followed almost
immediately on receipt of the complaints

and that the investigations had been
both swift and thorough.

This is the second recent occasion when
a fraud in the Irrigation Department was
unearthed as a result of investigations
ordered by the Lands Minister.

The earlier defalcation was also in a
unit located close to an area venerated
for religious reasons—the Mahiyangana
area.”
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“To recruit surplus Ilabour of the
Department from certain specific divi-
sions. ”
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“ REVEAL that the high jinks of the
top brass of the Irrigation Department
seem to be starting once again...At the
present moment, a big tamasha is being
organised in a Dry Zone centre which
was first opened up by D. S. Senanayake
in the thirties. Where ruthless inquiries
should be conducted into allegations of
fraud and corruption, a major tamasha
is being organized to make people forget
and forgive.”
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The punishment imposed on the
- L. E. was by the Public Service Com-
mission. Charges were framed against
him and after a disciplinary inquiry

punishment was imposed on him. He

is not in receipt of a special allowance
+ for the past three months:
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“There has been no overall develop-
ment plan hitherto for the entire dry
zone...The Government of Ceylon does
not_.wish to implement the Mahaweli
Diyersion  Scheme, before having
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sufficient information on the entire deve-
lopment possibility under the Mahaweli-
ganga of half a million acres”.

®® e® WBrwedny wlwry WéHnY
GNOBB B sy 5.

a& 8. 8. ¢ BE
(Qaerrey &. (F. 19 Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Do you not think it is correct ?—
Not to start work on the diversion.

g 11
eeDemBe . ¥, IDV&o»
(OLréLir eron. ar. ellsridman)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)
8. »Ps’ OeEmO cen cPeH®
BewsYerm c@me Do sy 5.

“The idea of diverting the Mahaweli-
ganga to the North-Central Province has
been discussed for a number of years....

The Mahaweli-ganga basin is to be
used as a specific model and demonstra-
tion area...”

These remarks appear under the
heading “ Authorization for studies
to divert the Mahaweli-ganga waters
to the N. C. P.” in the introduction
to the report.

Jger &, 3, 8, & cxnllEs B
ezl & 53 DHIW !

“ (d) all of which shall be incorporated
into a comprehensive Maha~-
weli-ganga report...in order

' to permit early implementation
of the Government’s committed
program for diverting a portion
of the basin water to the
North-Central Province, it is
proposed that this phase of the
plan be ready for inclusion in
the 1959-60 Budget ”.

aé 8. 8. ¢ BCD

(Qzerrey &. (F. 19 Hvaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It is true. After the whole thing
is prepared. The Americans were
doing this; they were doing the
whole thing.

eeDemDBw O, . SO
(Qréi i erow. a. ef&TEmen)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

“The interim report issued in Augqst
of 1959 was written to comply' with 'tire
latter part of the agreement. “This Trans

Bewldm @535 QeHNVCw
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Basin Diversion Report establishes the
feasibility of the diversion plan and per-
mits early implementation of the Govern-
ment’s committed program.”

The report was published so that
this could be included in the 1959-60
Budget in order to carry out the

diversion. This is only about
diversion.

aé 8. 8. ¢ BCD

(Qaerres &. (. 19 Qévaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Not for construction ? After the
project report we have to get

detailed plans and estimates which,
at least, takes about two years. You
cannot start .t once. You will find
this in the Mahaweli-ganga major
The U. N. team will take
at least two years to prepare the
plans of that project.

ccemnan ef. &, IPVEH»
(QLr&Li erew. . eh&rFEap )
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am sorry, I do not accept the
explanation of the Hon. Minister.
This report was not only published
but the Secretary to the Treasury,
Mr. Shirley Amerasinghe, just before
he left for New York for ne7Jotiating
a Rs. 1,200 million loan to implement
the diversion scheme, mentioned to
me in the presence of the then
Minister of Finance, Mr. F. R. Dias
Bandaranaike, that this was a fool-
proof scheme, that it was to be
implemented immediately and that
the cost—benefit ratio was very
favourable. He flew to New York to
negotiate a loan of Rs. 1,200 million
in order to implement it.

ab 8. 8. ¢ 8CED

(Osorres &. (F. 19 Fovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Construction work cannot start till
plans and estimates are ready on
that report. It is only a feasibility
report.

ceDemnw def. . TOH»
(QLrsLi erow. or. eflsTio@man)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

American engineers were working
at Peradeniya in connection with the

L
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divers.on scheme canal and they
were siting locations tor the diver-
sion canal right up to near Anura-
dhapura.

@& 8. 8. ¢ B
(Qeerray &, (&. 9. Sovar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is a special check.
CeR¢mniew e, &, SOBon

(Qrs i erow. ar. 6)9)«9:55’!:&9@{6_)!0)
(Dr. S A. Wickremasinghe)

Did they not go into details of
boring, finding out soil conditions
and the geological conditions for the
canal? Did they not give an
estimate for the concrete lining of
canzl of over 100 miles in detail ?
Were not negotiations started for the
loan ?

oG 8. 8. ¢ B
(Osarres &. (. 19 @oveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I want to tell the hon. Member
that, whatever he thinks, the U. N.
team prepared the designs and
estimates, and how long it will take
is not a matter for argument.

eedemiw . . OB
(QLr&L_i erew. ar. G}gf‘aiﬂ'm@:ﬁ!rs_w)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

The U. N. team is a different thing.
Do not confuse the issues ; the U. N.
team is a recent thing : it came after
we exposed this in Parliament. The
U. N. team says it wants two years for
investigation and then another two
years for preparation 'of the scheme
before tenders are finally called for—
in all four years. You have to spend
about Rs. 14 million during this
period of four years. I entirely
endorse that report by the U. N.

This USOM feasibility report says
in order to justify diversion that
lower Mahaweli basin is noii worth
development for rice cultivation.

“Those areas which are low and do
not have adequate natural drainage,
such as those adjacent to lower
Mahaweli, have not been recommended
for development.”

They were developing arguments
to justify the diversion. ¢ The lower

1964 smiedsnead 1
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Mahaweli is untertile and unsuited,
alkaline content is high and it is
unsuitable for development.”

But in contrast what does the U. N.
report say ? The U. N. Report refers
to the Mahaweli basin development
all through. “ The Mahaweli-ganga,
diversion scheme was originated in
1956 by the Hon. C. P. de Silva, the
time the country began receiving aid
from the U.S.O.M. and the study of
the Mahaweli-ganga diversion was
one of the earlier projects under-
taken by the U.S.O.M. For reasons
beyond control the work of the U. S.
Aid was stopped soon after the
report on the diversion scheme was
out and the work almost came to a
standstill.” '

At least now I would like the Hon.
Minister to inform wus about the
meaning of the words “beyond
control”. How did the U.S.O.M.
assistance come to a standstill imme-
diately the diversion report was
out ?

The project for the U. N. Technical
Assistance Association was to study
and approve of the U. N. Develop-
ment Plan A, B, C, D (I do not want
to go into that), I will read only
item E :

“ To review and complete the feasibi-

lity to study the Mahaweli diversion
scheme.”

They admit that it has to be
reviewed and then it has to be com-
pleted. According to the Diversion
Report of USOM. it is to be
estimated for in the 1959-60 Budget
estimate. The U. N. team contra-
dicts this and states that the diver-
sion scheme has to be reviewed and
it is not complete and therefore they
have to study the diversion scheme.
They make a further stafement
which is very significant.

“The main river basin can also be
developed by two storage reservoirs at
Victoria and Randenigala, two adjacent
dam sites with a storage capacity of over
a million generating to 200,000 kw.”

Two reservoirs will contribute to
a reduction of floods in the flood-
plain. The lower regions consist of
fertile alluvial soil in the flood plain
which has not yet been developed
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for agriculture. The basin. will
receive special consideration and
priority will be determined for
implementation of various projects.
150,000 acres on the right bank
remain undeveloped yet. A very
large area below Minipe remains to
be developed yet where they empha-
size that the priorities have to be
determined after proper investiga-
tion. In the diversion scheme as
the priority was pre-determined the
Americans submitted the report of
the diversion. It was signed on be-
half of the U.S.O.M. Director by the
American Engineer and by Mr. E. C.
D. de Gunasekera, Ceylon’s Director
of Irrigation on behalf of Ceylon.
They state that this is the committed
programme and this should be
included in the 1959-60  Budget
and that the implementation of
this project was definitely being
attempted during the period of
1959-60 and Shirley Amerasinghe
was sent to New York to negotiate
on this project. The proof of that
is this, an elaborate report which was
published on the Malwatu Oya
Reservoir, all the investigation was
done with the Assistance of the Soviet
Engineers. This report was uncere-
moniously put in the pigeon hole. The
reason was the commitment for the
Rs. 1,200 million scheme for the diver-
sion of the Mahaweli-ganga. This
report was signed by Ignatov, Hydro-
lic Engineer of the Ministry of the
U.SSR., and Mr. R. F. Ramananthar,
Irrigation Engineer, Irrigation
Department, Colombo. They read a
report on this at the Economic Com-
mission for Asia and the Far East—
the Regional Technical Conference
on Water Resources Development—
and it was maintained that this is
the most economical scheme devised
by a foreign country offering aid in
any part of South East Asia. That
is not denied. o

aé 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qzorres &. (F. 19 Hovaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

But the benefit to cosiiratiowas
less than——

Bewidnm 0535 eIDC®E

2200

—ndm SBend

eeDemnEen O, I, INOUH»

(Qr&L_ir erew. a- dHsrfman)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I am not prepared to enter into a
discussion on this benefit to cost
ratio.

They maintained in that report at
that conference that this is the most
economical and beneficial scheme
ever designed in South East Asia by
a foreign country offering aid. This
scheme was pigeon-holed because of
the Mahaweli-ganga Diversion
Scheme  committed  programme.
Then, the Kalu-ganga Scheme was
taken off the list for the same reason,
and it was said on the Floor of this
House that the Kalu-ganga Scheme
was taken off the list on the instruc-
tions to the Irrigation Department
by the then Minister of Finance,
Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike, when
he visited Moscow. The Kelani-
ganga Scheme was also laid by. All
this was—here I come to the most
important political aspect of this
problem—the most determined effort
to prevent inroads into the foreign
imperialist monopoly of the Ceylon
economy. I say this because the
International Bank of Reconstruc-
tion, the World Bank, and all the
reports from the imperialist foreign
experts, those who came to report on
the Gal-oya Scheme, every one of
them was unanimous—and the
Ceylonese experts agreed with them
—that the big rivers are beyond deve-
lopment for large-scale multi-purpose
schemes like hydro-electricity, flood
protection and irrigation schemes.
The last such scheme was the Embili-
pitiya Scheme following the Gal Oya
and the Malwatu-oya Schemes. They
said that these were the only three
schemes possible in Ceylon, and that
the big rivers are beyond develop-
ment and that it is unwise to develop
them as they are grandiose schemes
which Ceylon could ill-afford.
If you read the World Bank report
this is quite clear, and the Irrigation
Department worked on that basis.
And, when they found that the
Soviet Union had in its aid pro-
gramme offered the Kelani-ganga
Scheme, the Kalu-ganga Scheme and
the Malwatu-oya Scheme at the re-
guest of the Minister himself—they
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had completed a preliminary report
with details of the engineering plans
and it was ready for construction ;
all the data had been obtained and
all the specifications and detailed
planning were completed—the Mal-
watu-oya Scheme was considered by
the department as the priority
scheme out of the schemes that the
socialists countries were to provide
for Ceylon.

Now, this is what I want to empha-
size. These schemes offered by the
socialist countries were completely
blocked successfully till recently, till
the Uda Walawe breach was made,
to prevent socialist countries from
giving aid for multi-purpose deve-
lopment schemes which will become
the starting point for the develop-
ment of an independent economy in
this country.

While T am on this subject, I may
also mention that this Mr. Dias
Abeysinghe who did that miracle of

getting 276 workers to work the full:

30 days in the month in the Alut-
nuwara jungles, was the engineer
who was selected by the Director of
Irrigation to go on this scholarship
to the U. S. S. R. I do not know
what benefit he derived from being
sent to the U. S. S. R. on a study
tour.

g. en. 11.15

I think I have said enough with
regard to the activities of the Irriga-
tion Department—the corruption,
inefficiency and political reaction
that exists there. I do not intend to
take more of your time in elaborat-
ing any further the doings of the
Irrigation Department except to
mention the need for investigation
into the activities of the department
pertaining to road building, mainten-
ance of circuit bungalows and the
policy adopted with regard to hous-
ing schemes. The department
spends more money on the construc-
tion of bungalows for staff officers
than for the provision of elementary
accommodation for the work force.
One would have expected it to be
the reverse; the handful of staff
officers could put up in,rest. houses
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and travel from a distance to the
work site. The provision of housing
accommodation for the work force
should be given the first priority.

There are some circuit bungalows
which are only used as holiday re-
sorts for some of the officers of this
department. Even officers of other
departments are studiously prevent-
ed from wusing these bungalows.
These circuit bungalows really are
holiday resorts and they function as
such. They are not meant to assist
departmental officers in the super-
vision of irrigation works. The
Hon. Minister will realize this for
himself if he goes into this question.

With regard to the Forest Depart-
ment, the earlier criticisms still hold
good and I do not want to repeat
what I said last year. The forests
continue to be denuded. There are
many reasons for this happening and
one is this. There is a large colony
in Ethimole where the Irrigation
Department has bungled hopelessly.
There the water does not run from
the tank into the paddy fields but
water from the paddy fields flow into
the tank. The Minister knows that
a large area of jungle is being clear-
ed by the people for sheer survival.

here is no roadway leading to the
colony. There is an enormous
amount of timber being felled and
burnt to prepare the ground for
chena cultivation because the colo-
nists must survive somehow or other.

The same thing is happening in
Mahawillachchiya,

o& 8. 8. ¢ 8¢
(Caorras &. (9. 19 over)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

There is plenty of water there.

eedemnée def’. &, S@Roen

(Q_ré&Li eron. ar. A TP ian )

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

There are about 900 families and
most of the water available is
brackish. So cultivation is not
possible in a large portion of the
mudded fields. What has happened
is that these colonists have got into
theogrip of traders—and money
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lenders—and they control the entire

working of the scheme. The colo-
nists are employed by these traders
in illicitly opening up chena lands.

The colonists are permitted to sell

paddy to the Government under the

Guaranteed Price Scheme but the

paddy they actually sell is the paddy

produced not in their paddy fields
but the paddy produced illegally in
the chenas opened by the traders.

The traders are carrying on a busi-

ness of buying up these permits.

The paddy grown on these chenas is

cultivated in an unscientific and

uneconomic method with a view to
immediate profit and without any
regard to the conservation of the
soil. When forests are denuded and
illegal rice cultivation takes place,
naturally all scientific methods of
cultivation are completely forgotten.

It is done with a view to getting

quick results. This is what is

happening in  Mahawilachchiya,

Ethimole and near Kataragama where

large areas of forest land have been

clearcd. It is happening in many
other areas, too, such as Ayagama,

Vilpota, Padaviya, Kitulagama and

the whole of the Puttalam area.

The whole country will be turned

into a desert if this enormous amount

of felling goes on.

Earlier, most of the damage was
done when the Forest Department
was manned by civil servants. That
one big blunder has been eliminated
today after many years of open criti-
cism in the House, although, in spite
of that criticism, civil servants con-
tinued to rule the roost for quite some
time. Now the department has tech-
nically-trained officers, but, unfortu-
nately, the big contractors and
vested interests concerned with ex-
ploiting forests have a dominating
influence over the officials of the
department. To break through this
influence is an immense task and is
something that has to be done effec-
tively if we are to preserve our

forests.
I make a special appeal because, in

the combined report -of othe- U p.ited
Nations Technical Aid ana Assistance

Bewldm 535 EHIVC®
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Organization and the Government,
there is the statement that about
600,000 square miles, the entire area
covered by the Mahaweli-ganga, will
be investigated. That whole area is
to be investigated, not only in regard
to irrigation and rice cultivation, but
in regard to social and economic
problems— the problems of the culti-
vator, the diversification of crops, the
nature of the soil, the commercial
crops that could be grown, the rais-
ing of livestock, the raising of fodder,
the problem of underground water
supplies, and the proper development
of the river and its utilization for the
purposes of hydro-electricity and
flood control. It is a comprehensive
development scheme which has been
agreed upon between the United
Nations organization and the Ceylon
Government, involving an expendi-
ture of Rs. 14 million spread over
four years.

Whilst this scheme is being agreed
upon, I appeal to the Hon. Minister
to see that our vital resources are
not wantonly destroyed, as is being
done now, by forests being denudead,
illicit cultivation being done by big
mudalalis, and the colonists being
victimized by the mudalalis.

&3, on. 11.24
BB

(oys@rrear)
(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Deputy
Speaker will now take the Chair.

gD DSHTNIDD gernmensy R 8
Qowsy, wnzHPD gEmzndd .

coDemnBes e O S08.»
(QL_r&Lii Grew. o ol & rin@man)
(Dr. 5. Al Wickremasinghe)

A good variety of paddy, H4, which
grows on dry land, has now been
found. The belief that paddy can only
be grown on flooded paddy fields has
been disproved. On the contrary, the
fact that paddy can be grown 1n.dr'y
conditions with the minimum of irri-
gation and without complet_ely flcod-
ing the field has been established. H 4
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grows well, and yields up to 100 to
150 bushels have been obtained on
dry land with a minimum of irriga-
tion and with minimum seasonal
rains. Rain once every week or so
provides ample water supply for the
successful growing of H4 paddy and
for obtaining good yields, and in the
Dry Zone it is necessary to have
minimum irrigation facilities. There
need not be eight or ten acre-feet of
water as is now considered to be
essential. I say that if you have even
two acre-feet of water and release it
under conditions of proper control it
would be sufficient to grow H4 paddy.

So, I earnestly request the Hon.
- Minister to shake up these depart-
ments and see that a new policy is
followed. He should take steps to
remove corruption from the Hydro-
electric Board, the Electrical Depart-
ment and especially the Irrigation
Department. This is essential if we
are to benefit by the first thorough in-
vestigation we have had with regard
to the development of the Dry Zone
which has hitherto been a major
problem.

I am glad that the Hon. Minister
has had the courage and the frank-
ness to admit that he has abandoned
the alienation scheme of marginal
lands. He must also seriously consi-
der that this present method of
advanced colonization has resulted
not only in utter destitution of. a
large number of cultivators who have
been denied water for about four or
five years, but has also resulted in
the illicit clearing of forests for ille-
gal cultivation of rice, and thereby
has reduced the primeval forests into
infertile chena lands. What is now
happening is that because of chena
cultivation and because of the supply
of tractors for ploughing, most of
the rice grown in the Dry Zone is of
the H4 variety. These two factors
have produced this position.

BN BB

(@ rraeri)

(The Chairman)

The hon. Member has taken over
an hour. There are many hon. Mem-
bers to follow.
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coRemnBw . &, SO
(Qr&_i eron. a. HErn&man)
(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

I shall finish soon. As the Chair-
man of the Committee is anxious
that I should finish, may I, in conclu-
sion, earnestly request the Hon. Min-
ister to go into this question of the
foreign influences that have been
operating and preventing genuine
assistance being given to this country
for the development of hydro-electri-
city and the development of water
resources, and also take immediate
action to bring into being the much
delayed Water Resources Board.

ad 8. 8. ¢ BT

(Qzorray &. 9. 19 Reveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The draft Act is before Parliament.

eeDemnse . &, SO&oey

(OLra&i_ir erov. a. eflsr&Ean)

(Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe)

The Hon. Minister brought it up
at the last Sessions. What I am ask-
ing is that the Water Resources
Board should be immediately consti-
tuted with all the changes that are
necessary in the draft Bill so that
even a2t this late stage we can pre-
serve the national wealth and deve-
lop our resources scientifically and
make the country independent both
in food production and in industry.

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8CD
(QOserres &. (F. 19 Hvaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

May I have your permission to
leave the House for a short time ?
The Hon. Speaker has sent for me.
Notes will be taken down by my
officers.

8. B. @8, 9HRIAD D (6zNOHD)
(Bm. 1. 9. oyi. Gevaiser—Osri
Lmrau)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena—Kottawa)
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(8. Cs. Canrs—Hésairiyuw)
(Mr. K. Herat—Nikaweratiya)

Mr. Chairman, those of us who
represent the rural areas are parti-
cularly aware that the biggest
problem facing the people in these
areas is the question of land.

Today there is no planned alien-
ation of land. We do not know the
policy of the Government in regard
to this matter. While, on the one
hand, we read in the daily press
that the Government will give land
to those who have cleared land, we
find, on the other, that people
who have in fact cleared land are
being harassed and prosecuted by
Government officials.

We like to know definitely what is
the policy of this Government in
regard to the alienation of land. Are
there any principles on which
alienation of land is done?

It would appear that I am speaking
against the giving of land to people
who have occupied land by force.
I am not against that. People are
compelled to occupy Government
lands because land kachcheris have
not been held for a number of years.
In fact, in my own area, since 1956,
not more than ten land kachcheris

~ have been held. What is the result of

this? People who were only boys
ten or fifteen years ago are now
grown-up men and they find them-
selves without land for cultivation.
They have no alternative but to clear
land. Large extents of land have been
cleared and occupied by these people.

Lands that have been cleared and
occupied should be given over to the
people who cleared the lands and are
In occupation of them. If any.fault

3—ab5 266—T5 (64/9)

1964 cqiedf @& 1

2222

—0dm 8808

has been committed it is the fault of
the Government and the officials of
the Government for not holding land
kachcheris and not attending to the
problems of these people

The position today is that one
finds he cannot get any land unless
he commits an offence, unless he
clears land illicitly and occupies it.
If a person clears land and makes an
application for that land to be given

to him, the reply he receives is,

“Your application for this land will
be considered at the next land
kachcheri”. The question is when
will the next land kachcheri be held.
Nobody can answer that question.

Nikaweratiya is one of the largest
electorates and the biggest problem
there is the question of alienation of
land. I do not think there have been
even fifty land kachcheris held
during the last ten years.

I would like to ask the Govern-
ment whether it proposes regulari-
zing the position of those who have
cleared land and are in occupation of
such land. They are called squatters
but I would not call them so. I would
like to ask the Government whether
in regard to these people it proposes
to give them deeds for the lands they
have cleared and are in occupation
of, or whether the Government
proposes to get rid of them ?

If action is not taken immediately
these people will become the victims
of oppression and corruption. I know
of cases where such people have been
at the mercy of Government officials.
Their position is, “ You have cleared
land illicitly. We shall have to
prosecute you if a santhosam is not
paid ”.

On behalf of these people, I would
ask the Government to regularize
their positions immediately by
giving them deeds for the lands
occupied by them, otherwise, if any
of these squatters die, their children
will not have any hold on or claim
to the land. I would therefore
earnestly request the Hon. Minister
to look into this problem which is
mostracute in his electorate as well.
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. I would earnestly beg of the Hon.
Minister to consider the immediate
grant of deeds to these people. If
these people are developing these
lands, I do not see the reason why
they should not get not only the deed
but also assistance under the Land
Development  Ordinance.  These
people are doing a national service.
But now that the damage has been
done, I would ask the Hon. Minister
once again to regularize the position
and, once the position has been
regularized, to see that indis-
criminate clearing of virgin land
does not take place in future-

. There must also be a scheme of
planned alienation of Crown land and
jungle’ land in this country. You
know what is happening today
because of the absence of a scheme
for the alienation of jungle land.
Today, mudalalis go and get the
poor cultivators to open up vast
tracts of land. Ultimately, not only
will the most valuable timber be
lost to us but we will end up by
having an arid desert.

' 1 was very glad to hear that the
alienation of marginal lands is to be
sbandoned because I have found
that under the guise of marginal
lands people have been given large
extents of Crown land. I had one
specific instance where such lands
were given mainly to Government
officers and Members of this House. I
have brought that to the notice of
the Hon. Minister.

On the 10th of July I brought this
matter to the notice of the Hon.
Minister and he referred it to his
Permanent Secretary. But I regret
to say that up to date we have not
had an inquiry. I am referring to
the question of the ejectment of
people from Kirindigalla in my elec-
torate. On the 2nd of February last
year the villagers of Kirindigalla
went into these marginal lands. On
the 30th of June, the Government
Agent issued instructions, I under-
stand, to the police asking them to
eject these squatters, as he calls them,
by force. Not only were these
squatters ejected by force but even

Bewldm 0535 edace
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the women in this area found it diffi-
cuit to come to the Deduru-oya to
bathe or take supplies of water
because thuggery and hooliganism
were rampant among those who were
subsequently put on rhese lands. I
am ashamed to say that some of these
lands have been taken over by
Members of this House.

I will tell you the persons to whom
these lands were given. On the
Floor of this House I made certain
allegations and presented a petition
to the Hon. Minister. I am surprised
that even after three months no
action has been taken yet- How will
the poor villagers get any redress
from this department if a Member
of Parliament who represents
thousands of people does not get a
reply even for four or five months?
It is a crying shame that such an in-
quiry was not held. I wrote to the
police on 14th July and asked that
an inquiry be held as to why the
police used force on these people and
acted in such a brutal inanner. Up-
to-date no enquiry has been held. I
only got a cyclostyled reply
stating that the matter is receiving
attention.

g. en. 12.15

I ask, is this the repect and regard
that these Government servants give
to hon. Members of this House ? We
have come here to represent the
people and if -these scrvants of the
people do not give heed to our voice
then, I say, we should not take over
the press because if you do so the
voice of democracy is cver. Besides
that, if public servants are also not
aware of their duties and do not pay
heed to the voice of the people, I ask
then where is this democracy.

I ask you, Sir, why is there all this
delay to hold an enquiry ? There is
only one simple explanation as to
why there has been no enquiry so far
into the Kirindigalla marginal land
incident. It is because people work-
ing in the kachcheri have been given
the lands. I wish to mention some
of these names. These names appear
in a letter sent by the Government
Agent, No.. 3531/V/12, dated 4th
Auvgust, 1964:
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I beg your pardon, Sir. I am saying
- all this because these people have no
chance of replying. Therefore,
through you, Sir, I am asking the
Ministry why are they afraid of hold-
ing an inquiry ? Are they afraid that
justice has not been done ? If these
people who had been occupying these
lands were ejected by force, then, I
say, that every squatter should be
ejected from these lands. Why do
you not take that action ? I say it
is because the marginal land in the
Nikaweratiya electorate had not been
given to the people of Nikaweartiya
but to big people, to Government
servants and ex-Government
servants.

In 1956, when the people of Nika-
weratiya and the Rural Development
Society asked for land from Kirindi-
galla their reply was that these lands
had been given to the middle-class
people. But what was the position in
the case of lands that were given out
on 14.8.63, 9.11.63 and on 27.1.64?
That is why I want an enquiry, an
impartial enquiry. That is why 1
want the Permanent Secretary or one
of his deputies to hold an enquiry.
I want this inquiry because very high
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officials of the kachcheri and people
from other places are involved in
this. I request you, in fairness to
the people who have been ejected,
whom you profess to protect, to hold
an inquiry so that I may place before
it in black and white the cases of
grave injustice done to these people
not only of Kirindigalla, but also of
other places. I shall bring up other
instances in Timbiripokuna in Deva-
medi Hatpattuwa. You give 50, 40
and 25 acres to big people but you
cannot give two acres to poor
people ; the poor people have to go
before a land kachcheri. You give
90 acres to people who have been
Government servants or are in the
higher strata of society. Yet this is
a Government that is supposed to
look after the poor man.

In these marginal lands is there one
poor man who has been given land -
At Kiula also you have given 50 acre
to each person but poor people have
not received land there. It may be
that some of the high officials do no:
know these things. That is why I arr
bringing these matters to the notice
of the House. I cannot understanc
why when we make representations
they do not hold an inquiry. It is &
crying shame. It is a slur not only on
this department but on the Govern-
ment Service too that these officialg
neglect their duties and neglect the
peasantry who are the backbone of
this country. You have no respeci
for the peasantry, you have no feel-
ing for the suffering of the peasantry.

I am very sorry that the hon.
Member for Bingiriya (Mr. L. B.
Jayasena) in his speech had said that
those persons who have applied for
land or those who are now in occu-
pation of Crown land are kasippu
dealers, and that I encourage kasippu
dealers to take these lands. I am
not questioning that. I am only
saying that it is a reflection on him-
self. He, like myself, represents the
rural areas. People from his electo-
rate have come to me and appealed
to get them land and I have got
them land. I challenge him to come
to my electorate where these lands
have been given. I challenge him to
come toNikaweratiya, and repeat his
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statement without, like a coward,
making accusations within the four
walls of this House where those poor
people cannot defend themselves.
His accusations are base and coward-
ly. Let him make accusations, and
ask the Government to hold an in-
quiry. Whatever accusations I make
I shall place on record and I shall
always ask for an inquiry. I do not
just say something because I am
covered by the rights and Privileges
of this august House, and I hope
when hon. Members make such
sweeping accusations they will con-
sider making them in the proper
place. And I assure the hon. Mem-
ber that, should he go and make such
wild accusations in those places, very
little of the Member for Bingiriya
will go home'!

I was on the question of alienation
of land. Under the present system if
one is to get land one must commit
an offence. That is all right for culti-
vators but not for Government offi-
cers and teachers and headmen. The
latter category of people cannot by
any stretch of imagination obtain
land in that manner.

The first preference is given to the
man who goes and clears a land illi-
citly. The moment one of these
teachers go and clear a land illicitly,
he commits an offence and he is even
liable to be dismissed. If these poor
Government servants do not get a
chance of owing any land, when
marginal lands or middle class lands
are being given out why do you not
consider the case of the village
schoolmaster, the grama sevaka, or
even the smaller types of Govern-
ment servants who are actually
working in the village—people like
overseers ? They can be given about
10 acres of land each.

When our people ask for land they
cannot be given. I have got in black
and white instances when they have
said that it is not suitable for people
of the area, but those lands are cer-
tainly suitable for people who come
from other areas. Why cannot people
from our areas cultivate these lands ?
If outsiders can grow coconuts on
those lands, it is strange why the
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people of the Wanni cannot grow
coconuts on those lands. I would
ask the Minister to consider the
guestion of alienation in the correct
perspective. That is the question
that is facing us.

On the question of middle class
alienation, it should be alienated to
the middle class only after the land
hunger of the landless peasants, of
the village schoolmaster, and of the

people of the area is met. Sometimes,

we come across instances when we
attend land kachcheries of people
pointing to some one and saying,
“ Oh, you have two acres of land, or
your father has two acres of land”.
That father may have six children,
how much does each person get?
Each one gets about quarter or half
an acre the most, but at tne land
kachcheri he is considered to be a
man who has land, but if an outsider
applies for 50 acres it does not matter
he has 1,000, 2,000 or 3,000
acres. I will show you cases of alie-
nation of Crown land to people who
have over 50 acres; to people who
have 200 to 300 acres of land today.
I will put that on paper. I have
them. If you wish I can give them
now.

That is not the proper method of
alienation of land. Alienation of land
should be done in a systematic way
and according to plan. First of all,
hold land kachcheries, give the land-
less the land that is necessary, look
for people who have land in that
area, who are able to develop smaller
extents of land, give them any land
that could be given to them, after
that, if there is any land left, by all
means give them to the capitalist
classes. That is the only way in
which you can ease the land hunger
of the peasants.

Today there are over 30,000 appli-
cations for land sent by me within
this short period of six or eight
months and only one land kachcheri
was held at Bogallagama and for such
small mercies we must be thankful
to the Government, but I have sent
over 30,000 applications for land.

One other problem appears to be
the shortage of land officers for the
alienation of land. For instance, there
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are one or two land officers in Kuru-
negala, and they cannot cope with
the work that is expected of them ;
it is not humanly possible. But there
Is a simple remedy for that, and that
1s to appoint D. R. Os—surely, you
have confidence in them—as land
officers. I can say in fairness to
them that 99.9 per cent—I should say
100 per cent—of them are honest
people who will do a much better
job than the land officers, because
the D. R. O. of the area knows the
people of the area, unlike the land
officer who does not know the people
of the area and the conditions in
which the people live. I think the
most fit and proper person to hold
land kachcheries is the D. R, 0., and
this will remedy the problem of
shortage of land officers for such
work.

. en. 12.30

There is one other simple remedy
to overcome all these problems. Let
there be a directive from the Per-
manent Secretary to all land officers
including the G.As that on any appli-
cation for land the proceedings must
be finalized within one year. I feel
it is a very fair request. I do not
say that the alienation must be fina-
lized within one year, but let the in-
quiry be held and the applicant
informed as to whether he is being
given land or not. That could be
done within a year.

There is another problem. There
are at least 200 to 300 S. S. C. quali-
fied youths in my electorate who are
unemployed. Now, you have got
different schemes for alienation of
marginal lands, middle-class lands
and so on—some of these schemes I
have not heard of, maybe I have been
out of touch with politics, out of
touch with the land policy of this
country—but I find that all these are
cock-eyed because you have an army
of S. S. C. qualified youths to whom
you can alienate land. You give them
the land, you give them the assis-
tance that is necessary and have colo-
nies for them, they will do a much
better job. Today, what have you
done ? You have created an army
of unemployed S. S. tQirequalified
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youths and they will be against the
Government in power, whether it is
of your party or of ours, because they
are a frustrated lot. It is up to the
Government, whether it is of that
side or of this side, to see that these
S. S. C. qualified youths are given
some form of employment. I say
that these youths should be given
land before others.

Then, there are the nindagam and
dewalagam lands. Are we going to
perpetuate these nindagam and
dewalagam lands ? I say that these
lands should be given to the people
who reside on them. You talk of the
Paddy Lands Act and you say you
are giving the right of tenure to the
peasant. Why do you not give the
right of tenancy, the right of tenure,
to the people who live on nindagam
and dewalagam lands ? This matter
has to be looked into, and I hope the
Hon. Minister will do so and see that
those living on dewalagam and ninda-
gam lands are given the ownership
of those lands. I shall not take any
more time on the question of the
alienation of land.

I now come to a very important
question, the question of the deve-
lopment of tanks. We have very
grandiose schemes for major irriga-
tion projects but what percentage
of the land under cultivation is irri-
gated by these major irrigation pro-
jects ? I say that only about 25 per
cent of the paddy fields of this
country is irrigated by major irriga-
tion schemes while the balance 75
per cent is irrigated by village tanks.
Therefore, I would request the Hon.
Minister to give special attention to
the restoration of ancient tanks,

The hon, Member for Kottawa
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena) who
spoke before me referred to the
ancient system of irrigation in this
country. The ancient system of irri-
gation was like a chain, one tank
augmenting the supply of water of
another, and so on. Today, we are
haphazardly taking up one tank
here, another there, and trying to
devebop our system of irrigation, Let
us find out how these tanks could be
conniected with one another and
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evolve a scheme whereby even minor
tanks which are uneconomic now can
be made to store water sufficient for
the cultivation at least of one
season,

There is a problem that I have been
agitating with the Irrigation Depart-
ment since 1947. Most of our minor
tanks have insufficient water to irri-
gate the paddy fields under them. I
have requested the Irrigation Depart-
ment at District Agricultural Com-
mittee meetings and at meetings of
the various co-ordinating committees
__and on to Floor of this House—to
deepen these tanks ; but they have got
a novel excuse for not doing so. They
say it is cheaper to raise the spill.
That is quite right: we know that.
But they do not look a little further.
If you raise the spill you submerge
the village. The Irrigation Depart-
ment seems to have forgotten that
part of it. They say that my proposal
cannot be accepted because they can
increase the acre-feet of water in the
tank by raising the spill level. But
you cannot raise the spill level be-
cause the villages will be submerged.
In iny case they do not deepen the
tank.

There is sufficient earth around any
tank bund to develop it. I am happy
to see in the Officials’ Box an officer
who knows the dry zone. He knows
that most of these paddy fields
become fallow because of the lack of
one feed of water. On this one feed of
water depends the success OT failure
of the crop. Therefore; I earnestly
request the Hon, Minister at least to
carry out experiments on one or two
tanks. At one time I was prepared
to bear the cost of such an experiment
provided the Irrigation Department
made available the necessary equip-
ment. Unfortunately this experiment
could not be carried out because I
was sent away and had no voice in
the matter. I would once again tell
the Irrigation Department that I
would bear the cost, and if they give
me what I ask I will show them
that the acre-feet of water can be
increased more economically by
deepening the tanks.
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There is another matter: I am in
total agreement with the Paddy
Lands Act. However, all good things
have something bad in them, too. We
find that under the Paddy Lands Act
the responsibility for the clearing of
the tank bunds and the maintenance
of the tanks has not been placed on
any particular individual or group.
I know that the cultivation com-
mittees are responsible for maintain-
ing and clearing the bunds, but in
my electorate every tank is over-
grown with trees, Nno repairs have
been effected, and no work has been
done for a number of years because
the responsibility for it cannot be
fixed on one individual. It is up to the
Hon. Minister to see that some
method is devised to compel those
responsible for the maintenance of
tanks to attend to their duties. It is
on the village tank that the entire
village society depends, and that tank
must be maintained, and maintained
well.

The United National Party is sup-
posed to have introduced the Teppili
into village tanks, and I am happy to
say that this fish is serving a very
useful purpose. At our weddings,
danas and other social activities we
now have Teppili, the Japanese fish
introduced into the village tanks. I
know that this fish does not taste
good. But, beggars are not choosers,
and those of us in the rural areas
have to eat this fish although it smells
of mud. If we cannot get Seer, we
must be satisfied with Teppilt. I ask
that, in place of Teppili, the Gurami
be introduced into the village tanks.
That will help in food production and
also provide a source of income for
the people of those areas.

As I was saying, the maintenance of
village tanks is most important. What
has happened is that the cultivation
committees who have to maintain
these tanks have not been given suffi-
cient powers. I ask the hon. Parlia-
mentary Secretary to see that this
matter is placed before the Govern-
ment and cultivation committees are
given sufficient powers to ensure that
village tanks are maintained properly.
This_is most essential because the
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very livelihood of the villager
depends on the tank. I know of a
number of instances where the recom-
mendations of cultivation committees
have not been considered by the
Government officials. It is a crying
shame [that legislation is passed in
this House to set up these cultivation
committees but the Government does
not pay any heed to 'the recommenda-
tions of those committees. What is
the use of giving power to the people
if the Government Service is not pre-
pared lto recognize the power of the
people ? The power of the people
must be recognized. What will happen
to the vigilance committees you are
hoping to appoint if you do not give
them sufficient powers ? Those too
will be like the cultivation commit-
tees without any power. Give them
power, and give the village com-
mittees sufficient power to enforce
their decisions.

g. &n. 1245

Then, with regard to major irriga-
tion schemes, I think it is better not
to say what has happened under
those schemes. From 1956, the year
I was defeated, up to date, in the most
important irrigation schemes in the
area—the Magala-wewa Scheme and
the Ridibendi-ela Scheme—not one
foot of channel has been cleared.
From the time the United National
Party lost power, no desilting has
been done and no channel has been
cleared.

What is the result of this ? People
are having their own bunds. It takes
at least three weeks for certain people
to get water which they could have
got in three days. And the irony of it
is that when D. A. C. meetings are
held where the Government Agent
and other officers are present, they
say, “ Water shall not be given after
such and such a date,” Walter cannot
be diverted during that period to
certain fields. I know today over
three hundred acres of paddy is dying
because water cannot be diverted to
those fields. To add insult to injury,
the authorities say that within a pres-
cribed period the farmers should
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have irrigated those fields. Within the
prescribed period it was not possible
because the sluices and the channels
were not in working order. I have.
made representations. I hope sense
will prevail in the Irrigation Depart-
ment, and that the wa'ter that is avail-
able in these banks will be given to
the cultivators to secure their paddy.
Otherwise they will be committing a
grave crime against those cultivators.
After all it is not their fault that no
desilting has been done, the channels
have not been cleared, and not one
single irrigation road has been re-
paired. Nothing has been done since
1956. It was a pleasure to ride on those
irrigation roads in pre-1956 times. I
invite the hon. Fair Deputy Minister
{to ride on one of those irrigation roads
and see whether she likes it. She
would be like a bucking bronco! It
is only a jeep that can do it, and that
too not the present jeeps but the old
army jeeps. I regret to say that
since 1956 not one foot of irrigation
road has been repaired, not even in
the most important of the irrigation
schemes in the Nikeweratiya electo-
rates like the Ridibendi-ela, Tabbowa
Mahaussewa and other places.

I spoke of the Ridibendi-ela Scheme
because hon. Members have seen
Ridibendi-ela and the scenic beauty
of it. Quite an amount of money has
been spent on it. Hon. Members of
both Houses saw what a beautiful
place it is when they visited Nika-
weratiya during the time of the by-
election. If lthese roads are not main-
tained, you will be allowing them to
go to ruin and there will be no more
beauty. That is why I have made a
special reference to Ridibendi-ela.

I need not speak on the question of
policy with regard ito water rates. It
has been suggested from both sides
of the House, and I am sure many
hon. Members on the Front Benches
opposite would like to have the irri--
gation rates waived. I think thalt is
only fair. After all these people have
gone into the thickest of the juncle
and they have made it most produc-
tive and fertile. And what are we
deing 2 We are penalizing them and
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taking taxes from them. What is the
net result? A sum of less than ten
lakhs of rupees, which can be re-
covered by just tightening one loop-
hole in a department and without
causing unncessary hardship on the
people.

Tnen I come to another type of
colonization scheme. There is a colo-
nization scheme at Kadigawa where
five acres of land was given to some
people to be cultivated in coconut.
This happened not during my time,
but I understand that certain assis-
tance was given. I do mnot know
exactly what form it took. These
people, the villagers, cannot today or
at any time exist on coconut land
alone. You know that to derive any
benefit from coconut land you have to
wait at least ten years, but within
four or five months after settlement
whatever assistance that is given is
stopped, and the people are left help-
Jess. I have made representations that
there is a large tract of paddy field in
this area and that each colonist be
given at least 1} acres of paddy land
to augment their meagre income from
these coconut lands.

I have gone to this colony and I
have found that there is a pest that
is attacking these coconut ftrees. 1
do not blame the Agriculture Depart-
ment. On my representations they
came to 'this place and they too were
helpless in getting rid of this pest.
1 would request that one of the senior
officers of this department or of the
Department of Agriculture be asked
to go to the Kadigawa Colony, which
is also one of your babies, and see
what is happening to the coconut
trees there. In some places, on five
acres you do not find 25 coconut trees.
And you are asking them to pay a
rent on those five acres for the 25
coconut trees! Can a colonist afford
to do that?

There is another thing you are
doing to these colonists. You wait for
three or four years without making
a request for the payment of rates,
and then suddenly you come and
demand payment for the full period
at once, a sum of Rs. 100°te Rs.| 200:
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When they were not able to pay for
one year, how are they going to pay

for four years?

1 would give you a concrete
In Wadatha there was no

question of rates. The colonists were
not asked to pay anything. After
three years 'they were suddenly asked
to pay the three years’ rates at once.
Is it possible for these people to do
so ?

There is then another colony—this
is another of your babies—in ‘the
Nikaweratiya electorate which you
had started without foresight, with-
out thought or consideration. I am
referring to Unagolla. I have 'seen
those poor people. I do not want to
describe their conditions. The best
description that I can give is to say
that you have put then from the
frying pan into the fire. Please go
and see them. They are entirely cut
off from all human facilities. They
have no roads, no walter and no irri-
gation facilities. They are settled
on a piece of land about three to four
acres, and that is all.

The Hon. Minister will remember
that I have made representations
about various matters affecting
certain colonists——

aé 8. 8. ¢ 8¢
(Osorrer &. G- 19 Foveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
You are quite right.

owy. el O

(B Ca. Canrs)

(Mr. K. Herat)
__about various things that have a
bearing on the Hon. Minister’'s own
electorate. He will remember that
on the 10th of July I presented a
petition to him and he was kind

enough to ask for an immediate
inquiry. But I regret to say on the
Floor of this House that up to date

5% 'is about four months now—no
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inquiry has been held. Maybe, as I
stated, no inquiry has been held
because those about whom the
inquiries have to be made are some
hon. Members of this House or some
very high Government officers. Are
they taking away justice from the
people of this country ? I know the
Hon. Minister to be a fearless person,
I know him to be fair and I know
that the people of his electorate as
well as the rural people and the
peasantry had the greatest respect
for him when he was a Civil Servant
and now too as Member of Parlia-
ment, they have the greatest respect
for him. I honestly say that. It is
not false. I have always said that. I
still maintain that he is a person who
is accessible to the rich and poor, the
high and low. That is the type of
Minister we want in any Government
that is in power.

I want to ask one question. The
question of U. K. Edmund’s millions
received unlimited attention from
this august Assembly, but on matters
regarding the teeming millions of
landless peasants, the time of this
honourable House has to be curtailed.
Mr. Chairman, you, ourselves and 75
per cent of the Members of this
House come from the peasantry.
They represent the peasantry. I
appeal to you to let me voice their
grievances because it is only on an
occasion like this, once a year, that
back benchers like us have a chance
of doing so. It is people like us who
should be given the opportunity of
placing their grievances before this

House.

This august Assembly was prepared
to allow 2% hours to the hon. Member
for Galle to discuss Edmund’s
millions. But will you not allow me
at least another twenty minutes to
discuss the questions of the

peasantry ?

BNBBHS
(215D rTFert)

(The Chairman)
There are 23 other Members to
speak.
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(Mr. K. Herat)

I know. There should be not 23
but at least a hundred, because one
hundred Members represent rural
areas, the peasantry, the backbone of
this country. Due to the maladminis-
tration of @ this Government and
Government servants, every single
Member has got a grievance and the
only way he can air his grievance is
by doing it in this House. Otherwise,
these people would have no chance
of getting redress.

Four months ago, I aired my griev-
ances and made representations to
the Minister but no action has been
taken up to date. What else can we
do but to air our grievances in this
House ? If we do not have a chance
of doing it on the Floor of this House
today, where else can we voice our
dissatisfaction with what is happen-
ing in this country ?

As I was saying, every irrigation
project has been stopped in the
Nikaweratiya electorate after 1956, I
challenge the Minister to deny that.
The Mi-oya Diversion Scheme was
in my electorate in 1956. It is now
in the Yapahuwa electorate. I was
the Member

oG 8. 8 ¢ B
(Qzorres &. 19, 9. Dveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
Now completed,

oxY. oxfdéxwyY @w,

(5 Cs. Canrs)
(Mr. K. Herat)

I beg your pardon. I take credit—
at least the people of Tabbowa and
Nawagattecama take credit for it:
we crept through the jungles and
made it possible. We had not a drop
of water to wash ourselves with.
After eating we had to clean our
hands on the grass. You go to Tab- -
bowa often. When you go to Tab-
bowa, ask the neople whether this is
true or not. This diversion scheme
cani:come tn the people of Tabbowa.
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Our plan was to get this diversion of
Mi-oya to come to Tabbowa and from
Tabbowa to the sea. But it has come
only to Mahananeriya. That area
was represented by an Acting Minis-
ter of Lands. As such I am surprised
that he was not able to provide these
irrigation facilities.

I appeal to the Minister to look into
the question of the Mi-oya diversion
and see that it does not stop at
Mahananeriya but goes right up to
Tabbowa.

ad 8. 8. ¢ g8

(Qsorray &. 5. 1§ Haveur )

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

May 1 disturb the hon. Member ?
What we are trying to do is not to
divert it as such but to build a dam
across the river Mi-oya either at
Hiripitiva or somewhere lower down
and have a reservoir. That is the
plan which is now with the Irrigation
Department.  This diversion has
nothing to do with the question of
water suoply, it is only with regard
to the rainfall.

We want to hold the flood waters
of the Mi-oya by building a reservoir
scross. We have not abandoned the
project.

oy, e sy O,

(8. Cs. Canrs)

(Mr. K. Herat)

I am very happy to hear that.

aé 8. 8 ¢ 8C»
(Qsorres 8. 9. 19 Poveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have given priority to the
Rajangana Scheme. This will develop
all the land right up to the sea, and
it covers many electorates.

23 BB

(&R rreert)

(Th2 Chairman)

Order, please! The Sitting is
suspended for one hour. On resumv-
tion at 2 o'clock, Mr. Speaker will
take the Chair.

Bewldnm 0535 VeHAC®
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30 gmmecd du&'d9 MmOMEDD gy BOO®
cd» g oo 2 O DS ENGDHeW QCIs
Sowy Dewnsy mNOD w2 C&.

oY, o Q.

(&5 Cas. Conrs)

(Mr. K. Herat)

Just before we adjourn for lunch,
I was on the question of the Mi-oya
Diversion Scheme when I gave way
to the Hon. Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power, and I was happy to
hear the Hon. Minister state that the
Mi-oya Diversion Scheme has not
been abandoned.

I would ask the Hon. Minister to
give the matter his personal attention
as the Mi-oya goes through an area
where he is well known and res-
pected, whatever the people’s views
on otker matters may be. He is held
in affection by them and they know
that he will stand by them. I would,
thorefore, appeal to the Hon. Minister
to continue with Mi-oya Diversion
Scheme and to give the matter his
personal attention. It will not only
bring water to Tabbowa but also to
the surrounding villages, backward
areas.

There is another matter I want to
raise. About a year ago a sum of
Rs. 21 lakhs was proposed to be spent
by the Irrigation Department on the
restoration of the Yakadapotha tank
in Devamedihathpathuwa in the
Kurunegala District. This sum of
money has already been spent. I
now understand that this scheme has
been abandoned, that the tank will
not be restored. '

I would ask the Hon. Minister to
find out why money was spent on a
project without first ascertaining
whether it was feasible or not. If it
is now the position that the project
is not feasible, I say that the officer
who recommended the feasibility of
the project in the first instance
should be surcharged. I say that the
Yakadapotha tank in Devamedihath-
pathuwa is about the only major
irrigation scheme in that area. It
was started after a lot of hard work
on the part of a former hon. Member
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of this House, Mr. Ivan Dassanayake.
After he ceased to be a Member of
this House, that scheme appears to
have died a natural death. Surely
started merely
because they are requested by
Members of this House and then
abandoned when they cease to be
Members. The question is whether
the Government has a plan or a
programme and whether it under-
takes schemes after careful con-
sideration and thought.

I say that the question of the
Yakadapotha tank should be
reviewed and, if any mistake has
been committed, the officer respon-
sible should be punished.

It is not my intention to talk at
length, but before I conclude I would
like to tell the Hon. Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power that in the area
called Anamaduwa, which both he
and I know, there is any amount of
timber. Timber is available in that
area but what we need is power. If
we could only get the necessary
power I feel that we can set up a few
well equipped carpentry schools
where the boys of the area could be
given a good training in carpentry
work. As I said before, there are
hundreds of S. S. C. qualified youths
who are unemployed today. It would

“be a very good thing if we can de-
vise a scheme of this type for that
area whereby we can give a training
in carpentry work. I commend this
idea to the Hon. Minister and would
request him to open up carpentry
schools at Anamaduwa and consider
the establishment of power looms at
Nikaweratiya.

Furthermore, it is very strange
that some of these Government
servants pay little or no heed at all
to what is stated on the Floor of this
House. In 1948, I moved a Motion
in this House to have a crop
insurance scheme and it was unani-
mously accepted by the House. I
waited to see if this scheme—it was
mooted in 1948—would be imple-
mented in 1951, 1952 and so on, but
nothing came out of it. Somewhere
in 1957, it had entered the minds of
the heads of this department, that

1964 eef @8 1
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they must go to Japan—the land of
cherry blossom—to find out the
details of such a scheme of crop
insurance which they felt was
necessary for Ceylon. If they had
only read the Hansarp of 1948, it
would have saved them all this ex-
penditure in having to go to Japan.
Are people going abroad for reasons
like this ? 1 mooted this scheme in
1948 in this House and the common
courtesy of that department should
have been to have asked me for my
views on this subject of crop
insurance. But nothing of that sort ;
they went to Japan and they hope
now to implement to crop insurance
scheme. I hope they have come
back with sufficient data from Japan.

As far as this crop insurance
scheme being implemented here. I
must tell you that they have very
little knowledge of the conditions
under which the peasants are work-
ing and what their needs are. They
must contact people who are con-
versant with the needs of the
peasantry, people who know what is
required by the people of the dry
lzone.  These are the people that
they should contact but they feel
that unless they go to a foreign
country they can never have bright
ideas. I tell you that there are
bright ideas in the heads of the
village people and if they would
only discuss these matters with the
villagers or, better still, with the
older people in the villages they will
be able to find out all that but they
feel that they should go abroad to
get such ideas and that whatever is
brought from abroad must be
accepted as good.

This august Assembly accepted
the idea of a crop insurance scheme
in 1948 wunanimously, but these
officials wanted to go abroad to
ascertain details of this scheme even
without consulting this House or
the mover of the Motion. I say, it
is an insult to this House. I ask, ig
this the type of service that we are
getting from the public servants of
today ? I am sorry to say that,
They think that only those in the
Civil Service and those who haye
beenin Government Service for g
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number of years know these things.
Let me assure hon. Members of this
House that poor cultivators like us,
people who use the plough, also have
common sense and understanding
and that they too can give very
useful suggestions, but these officials
do not want to seek our views or
understand our views.

Sir, it is not my intention to deal
at length with this Ministry except
to mention one more small item, and
that is the question of land develop-
ment in the jungle areas. Today,
land development in the jungle
areas, specially in Nikaweratiya,
cannot be done unless a man can
protect his crops and the one way of
protecting his crops, may be against
wild boar or monkeys, is to have a

n. What strikes me as most un-
fair is that villager A who has the
same qualifications as B to possess a
gun is not issued a gun. B is issued
a gun because he is a cultivator and
has to protect his crops, but A is not
issued a gun although he too is a
cultivator and has to protect his
crops. There is no explanation as to
how the official concerned found out
that B is a fit and proper person to
use a gun and that A is not. The
only criterion in the issue of a gun
licence appears to be how much A
can give the Grama Sevaka or the
official concerned. A number of
people have come to me who have not
been issued guns people who actually
need guns and who are of good
character. The authorities appear to
think that if there are one or two
guns in the village they are sufficient
to protect the crops of the whole
village. That is an excuse trotted
out by the police also.

8. 3. & D& . (99,
28nBe om B¢€ AC 8gac >&E
@ m oC»)

(B o - & &HEm T GeT—ETel, Birc
uraear, tardles oG L& &FITIGHT LI T IT (@ LDET
mé asrfwsha)

(Mr. V. T. G. Karunaratne—Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Minister of Land,
Irrigation and Power) )

Sir, this particular question of the
jssue of gun licences comes under

the Home Ministry.
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oxY. ey Y Dcs.
(@ Cs. Canrs)

(Mr. Herat)

I am on the question of land
development.

3. 8. & Dl omiw 5 Dw.

(B f- 7. . sw@TH)

(Mr. V. T. G. Karunaratne)

Just now the hon. Member was
speaking about the issue of gun
permits.

oxY. ey dnY dwa.

(8. Cs. Conrp)
(Mr. Herat)

As there appears to be no
co-ordination either among the
Ministries or in the Cabinet, I
think, we can go on to discuss these
questions. My humble submission
is that any villager should be
entitled to a permit to purchase a
gun if he bears a good character and
if he has not been found guilty of a
criminal offence in a court of law.
I would appeal to the Hon. Minister
of Home Affairs or any other Minis-
ter concerned to send out directions
that these people be given permits
more leberally so that they can
protect their crops. These poor
people do not have guns, that is one
of the main reasons why they are
unable to protect their crops.

The Government does not give
assistance to these people to protect
their crops against monkeys. You
give attention to the Deduru herd
but not so much attention to the
Deduru Oya people. You give assist-
ance to drive away the Deduru herd
to Wilpattu but you do not pay com-
pensation to these people whose
crops are damaged by the Deduru
herd. These people have to become
destitute to claim compensation.

The problems of the Dry Zone
and the Dry Zone peasantry cannot
be solved by piecemeal methods. I
would appeal to the hon. Parliamen-
tary Secretary to get his Ministry
and the Cabinet to appoint a Dry
Zone Peasantry Commission on the
same lines of the Kandyan Peasantry
Commission, because it 1is only
throuigh such a commission and the
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co-ordination of the views of various
people that we can solve the needs
of the Dry Zone peasantry which is
the backbone of our country.

BOMWE cnZNw . (GceFwos)

(8. ewmwearure) F&E@)WLEs—06) seflry)

(Mr. Sumanapala Dahanayake—Deni-
yaya)
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@nde DDED. camnem (wEC)
(soor A ey, se@uéss—sard)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)

I wish to make a few observations
on a few of the departments under
the Minister of Land, Irrigation and
Power.

T

Qeusndid @57

(B%verin srE@h omessal)

(The Presiding Member)

How long are you taking ?

w8 ADED. enmNe®
(soor § B L Lefly. sa@uEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Half an hour.

The first of these departments is
the Department of Electrical Under-
takings. There is a branch of this
department in Galle. This is being
thoroughly neglected and the Electri-
cal Engineer in Galle has assumed

1964 e @8 1
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for himself imperial powers. The
work in this department is hopelessly
neglected so much so that not even
half the voted expenditure for each

year is utilized.

The number of labourers in the
cadre should be about 130 but they
have now about 40 labourers. The
work in this division has increased
vastly during the last 10 years. For

" example, the number of sub-stations

that have to be looked after in the
Southern Division has increased from
92 to 8. The number of engine
stations has increased from 7 to 32.
The number of depots has increased
from 2 to 6. The total length of
transmission lines is now 165 miles
but the staff that has to work in this
division is very much below strength.
I have already told you that the sanc-
tioned cadre of labourers is about 130
but only about a fourth of them are
at work now. Similarly even at the
office the number of those who are
at work now is below the sanctioned
strength.

I have pointed out that it is
necessary to increase the staff by at
least 2 clerks, I timekeeper, 1 store-
keeper and a typist. Nothing has
been done and not only is the field
work thoroughly neglected but even
office work connected with the
labourers is very much behind time.
For instance, the work connected
with payments to labourers is not
done on time. The result is that
there is grave dissatisfaction.

Now the engineer in charge of the
Southern Division has ordered the
employees not to make any com-
plaints to him. He has issued notice
asking the employees not to s2e him
in his office. I have brought all
these matters to the notice of the
Hon. Minister and of the Permanent
Secretarv but nothing has yet been
done. The most ugly feature of the
whole matter is that not even half
the voted expenditure for each year
for wvarious works in the Southern
Division is spent by this department.
Everything is in a state of neglect.
Even. the office is not properly 'kept,
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They have recently gone and ins-
talled the office' in a nook so that
dark deeds may be committed——

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Qaerrey . (. 19 Sovar)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

In broad day-light!

e ADED. cnZNW

(sorfB L lofly. sa@uss)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

without the
anybody.

The other day I discovered that
the motor pump in the well at the
Sangamitta Maha Vidyalaya had not
been repaired for 6 months; 3,000
girls had been without water for two
school terms and the Electrical
Department had done nothing about
it..

knowledge of

I think there is sabotage in the
Electrical Department down in the
Southern  Province. All = these
remarks of mine refer to the Govern-
ment Electrical Department that
functions in Galle.

Other work also connected with
the Government Electrical Depart-
ment in the Southern Division is in
a chaotic condition. The transmis-
sion lines of the Laxapana extensions
are being installed in the Galle Dis-
trict. There again, you find that a
very sorry state of affairs has arisen.
To my knowledge, the officers res-
ponsible for taking these transmis-
sion lines have decided upon cutting
down a large number of wvaluable
trees belonging to people who can-
not afford to lose these trees. Well,
if the cutting down of such trees is
inevitable there is no help for it ; but
I found in several instances that the
officers concerned had saved the trees
of wealthy people and had decided to
cut down the trees of poorer people.
I found that in certain places the
estates of richer folk had been avoid-

ed and the cultivations of the poorer
people had been taken in.

BewiBm @35 @eRRVC®
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All these matters have been brought
to the notice of the proper authority
and we have asked for inquiries into
the proposals for acquisition. It is
a very strange thing that the depart-
ment has not even allowed the in-
quiries to be held. If a transmission
line is to go through a particular
field or garden the owner of the field
or garden has the opportunity of
stating his objections before the
Government Agent. Who is the
acquisition authority ? The owner
of the field or land sends up his
objections to the Permanent Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power, and the normal pro-
cedure is for an inquiry to be held
by the Government Agent. In the
case of transmission lines that are
going through Galle, no such in-
quiries have been held for over six
months on the objections that have
been raised. Why are inquiries not
held ? I presume that the reason is
that the officers of the Electrical De-
partment fear exposure. They know
that their tricks will be discovered
because they have, in tracing the
route of the transmission lines,
avoided the plantations of wealthy
people and deliberately made the
ordinary man suffer. We do not want
this type of crooked, corrupt action
on the part of the top men in the
Electrical Department. This matter
has been pointed out time and again,
but inquiries have not yet been held
on the acquisitions.

a& &. 8. ¢ 82

(Qaorrey &. (F. 19 Hovar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Government Agent
person who inquires into them.
Under the law, the Government
Agent is the authority.

is the

Grnde DRED. e sNwD

(sorfl@ 1 lefly. sase@uss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

The point is that he has not done
so for over six months. The Govern-
ment Agent of Galle says that he has
not been able to hold any inquiries
because the papers from the Ministry
of Land, Irrigation and Power have
net reached him yet.
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ab 8. 8. ¢ 8D

(Qaoorrey &. F. g Povaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Why the Ministry ? It goes straight
to the Government Agent, not
through my Ministry.

G DAED. N

(sorfl@ L liefly. ss@uUEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

The parties concerned have a
grievance that those inquiries have
not yet been held. When I make
inquiries at the Kachcheri, I am told
that they are unable to hold the
inquiries because the papers have not
reached them.

o 8 8. ¢ 8

(Qaeorreas &. 1F. 19 Seveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That has nothing at all to do with
the Ministry.

N VDED. crzNw

(sorflB L lefly. sa@usEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

If the Hon. Minister says that his
Ministry has nothing to do in the
matter, allow me to point out that
when a land is to be acquired, in the
first instance those who have objec-
tions to raise do so and address their
letters to the Permanent Secretary
to the Ministry of Land, Irrigation
and Power. You cannot take posses-
sion of any land unless you call for
objections, inquire into the objections
and give an order.

g. e, 3.15

od 8. 8. ¢ 8

(Qaerrey &. . g Hoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I wish to correct one point. When
an electricity line goes over a land,
we do not acquire the land ; we only
cut down the ftrees.

18 DIED. cHBNED

(soorfG 1 Liefly. F5@UES)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

In order to cut down the trees do
you not hold an inquiry ?

1964 ef 5@ 1
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aé & 8. ¢ BE
(Qaerres &. F. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Yes. The Government Agent is
the person who holds the inquiry,
and appeals are made direct to him,
not to the Ministry.

G@Endic RAED. ¢HINGD

(srflE L Lol ss@UES)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

According to the notice issued to
the people, they have sent up their
objections to the proper authority,
but no inquiries have yet been held.
The officers of the Government Elec-
trical Department ride roughshod
over the rights of these people. What
we want is a full inquiry. An inquiry
is not granted, and I am sorry that
an inquiry is not granted because the
officers of the Government Electri-
cal Department fear an exposure.

I can point out that in a particular
place the transmission line has been
taken in such a way as to avoid the
land of a particular individual. I, as
a Member for the area, can give
instances in which the land of a
wealthy man has been avoided. These
things happen in a very peculiar
way. The man who has the ability to
approach the officers by the backdoor
gets the cvhance of saving his trees.
The poor man gets no such chance.

What we want is that a transmis-
sion line should be taken in the best
possible way without favouring any
particular party. That is not done by
the Government Electrical Depart-
ment. That is my grievance. And I
can tell this to the Hon. Minister. I
am not the only Member of Parlia-
ment who makes this charge against
the officers of the Government Elec-
trical Department. I have heard so
many other hon. Members making
the same charge.

ad 8. 8. ¢ BED

(Qaorres 8. 1F. . Poeur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I accept that; it is true; but the
appeal under the Electricity Act is
to-otheoGovernment Agent of the
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district. You must make the appeal
to him. He can hold an inquiry and
even overrule the decisions of the
electrical engineers.

@nde VDED. covNwd

(&@m;ﬁﬁ .'_.f_'faYﬂu?r. (5&@@5&&)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Whatever it may be I can only say
this. No action has been taken to
objections raised where Galle is
concerned, and I kesp on asking both
the Government Agent as well as
the Ministry to take action, but
neither party takes action.

ad 8. 8. ¢ BEH
(Qserray &. (F. 19 Goveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I will tell the G. A. to inquire
promptly into all these cases.

@ RDED. cormNGD

(sarfE L lefly. sa@uss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Very well. So much for the paraly-
tic disease that has overtaken the
Government Electrical Department.

What can the Hon. Minister say
about the votes assigned for the
Southern Division for various electri-
cal works not being expended fully ?
What can the Hon. Minister say
about a water pump not being
repaired for six months ? What can
the Hon. Minister say about overtime
payments not being made to labour-
ers for six months ? What can the
Hon. Minister say about the cadre of

labourers not being properly filled ?

o& 8. 8. ¢ &ED
(Qasorras 8. (7. 19 Geveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I agree with you.

@Dl ADEL. coryzne

(soorflG 1 lefly. ssEeusEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

What can he say about the refusal
of this department to give even an
»xtra store-keeper to the Southern
Division ? The work downoihere ig

Bewddm BY5) Dex DCE
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'being thoroughly neglected. So, I

want the Hon. Minister, who has a
large heart and a kindly disposition
besides being a very efficient Minis-
ter, to look into the doings of the
Government Electrical Department.
I agree that the work of the depart-
ment has expanded a great deal dur-
ing the last ten years, but the people
are not getting their due in regard
to these various expansion schemes.

Allow me to make a few obser-
vations on another department of the
Ministry, the Forest Department. Is
the Forest Department a public uti-
lity department or is it not so ? Why
is it that the needs of the ordinary
man in regard to timber are not satis-
fied by the Forest Department ?
We have in the Galle District a dis-
trict depot at Boossa. That depot is
located in a very central place, and
one imagines that the Forest Depart-
ment Depot at Boossa should be
able to supply at least a fair
proportion of the needs of
house builders who ask the Govern-
ment for their timber supplies. But
what is the true position in Boossa ?
Nobody can get house timber at
Boossa.—[Interruption.] as the hon.
Member for Balapitiya Mr. Laksh-
man de Silva says, without giving
a bribe. Let me repeat what
the hon. Member for Balapitiya has
to say: you have to go about a
hundred times before you can get
your needs of timber from the Boossa
depot. I know of cases where people
have waited for three years and have
not been able to get their timber
from the Boossa depot.

& Oy Bolewy

(Ozerrey oymss e SHAI)

(An hon. Member)

The Buttala depot is also like that.

@ DED. cHNED

(soorfB L lefly. ss5@UEE)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
~ So all depots are like this ! What is
the use of this Forest Department ? I
asked the question originally whether
this is a public utility department or
a department that is merely menat
for oscientific and research work in
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forestry. If the latter is the case let
us be told so. Let not the peopie be
deceived. I have pointed out that
the Forest Department does not give
the normal requirements of timper
to the house builders. But strange to
say,the Forest Department has
acquired a hibit of being able to
satisty the needs of contractors. That
is the charge I make against the
Forest Department. They have tim-
ber to serve contractors but they do
not have enough timber to give the
ordinary house builder. Whenever
there is any timber available, that
timber goes to some contractor.

I ¢ BE® Ow. (AcBBw)
(,@@ COHBPLOGT . 19 Feveur—uewG g ur)
(Mr. Lakshman de Silva—Balapitiya)

Not even a co-operative society can
get timber from this depot.

@i IDED. NGB

(soorfB L Lofly. ss@uES)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

That is right. The hon. Member for
Balapitiya has experienced all the
ills of inefficiency and corruption pre-
valent in the Forest Department.

I remmeber the case of the Teli-
kada Maha Vidyalaya which had to
put up a number of buildings within
a specified time. For over a year they
found it difficult to obtain their tim-
ber requirements from Boossa. They
made a last minute appeal to me; I
had to send a large number of tele-
grams in different directions, and all
that we obtained were replies that
there was no timber forthcoming.
Schools cannot get their timber sup-
plies, co-operative societies cannot
get their timber supplies or the ordi-
nary housebuilder cannot get his
timber supplies, but the contractor
can get his timber supplies from
Boossa. What is the use of that de-
partment ? I think the best thing
to do is to close it down. We have
watched its activities for the last
several years. We have keot on
pointing out that the department is
not functioning properly. The result
of our criticism is that there is fur-
ther deterioration in the' service

1964 esed @S 1
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offered by the department. I am
wondering wnat au tnis 1s due to.
What is wrong with the Forest
Department ?

The other day I visited the car-
pentry workshop at Amparai. That
workshop is doing excellent work. It
is a mechanized carpentry workshop
and it is something of which the
Minister can well be proud,
but its main  grievance is
that the Forest Department is not
able to give it the necessary timber
in adequate quantities or give it the
proper qualities of timber that are
needed. If the Forest Department is
unable to supply a carpentry work-
shop its requirement, that is, if one
Government department cannot meet
the needs of another Government
department, what is the use of this
Forest Department ?

g. &, 3.30
Now, that happens in distant
Amparai. I had previously heard and

knew intimately of what is happening
in my own town at Gintota. The Gin-
tota Plywood Factory is unable to
get its requirements of timber satis-
factorily from the Forest Department.
The Forest Department is expected
to feed the Gintota Plywood Factory
with timber in adequate quantities
and with the correct types, but the
correct type of timber is not given.
Even in regard to quantity there are
periodic shortages. One wonders
what is going to happen as the years
go on. One wonders whether, in the
present circumstances, the Plywood
Factory will be able to continue its
existence.

That is not the only place in which
such a story is true. Take the
carpentry workshop at Koggala.
There again the timber requirements
which are channelled through the
Small Industries Corporation——

aé 8. 8. ¢ BED

(Qzerres &. (F. 9. Heveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

May I disturb you for a moment #
The Plywood Factory is supplied
with“14/000 cu. ft. of wood now.
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@l DDED. CHBNGD

(sarfl@  Leofly. se@uss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I say that there are periodic
shortages. I also say that the correct
types of timber are not being given.
What is the story at the carpentry
workshop at Koggala ? The correct
type of timber is not given ; it is not
given in adequate quantities. The
result is shoddy work, delayed work
and a loss which the Ministry of
Industries attributes not to the
proper cause but to other causes.
The Ministry of Industries, I think,
blames the workmen. The carpen-
ters at Koggala are as good as the
carpenters anywhere else in the
world. But the Small Industries
Corporation does not give the men
the necessary timber in adequate
quantities or at the proper time.

Here now are three instances of
Government institutions that need
timber and which have complaints
to make against the Forest Depart-
ment, namely, the Koggala Carpentry
Workshop, the Gintota Plywood
Factory and the Amparai Carpentry
Workshop. These are cases that are
known to me personally.

I ask you, what is the use of the
Forest Department ? While the work
of the Forest Department is in this
chaotic condition, I understand that
in all these places where there are
clearings to be done on a wide scale,
quite a large amount of timber is
burned and thus destroyed without
any benefit to the country. Valuable
trees are cut down and burned.

a& 8 8. ¢ BED
(Qzerres £. (F. 19 Pevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That was so sometime back. But
now in every area where clearings
. are made to build a reservoir, we

allow timber below three feet to be
taken out by contractors who pay
royalty, and the work is going on
very well. I was told that at Uda
Walawe nearly rupees half a million
have been obtained by Government

on royalties on small timber taken
out.

BewEm T VeFaCw
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IR Suws Qwi (T@m)
(8. Crmis rreyuson—ansindor)
(Mr. Roy Rajapakse—Hakmana)

Even in the past you should not
have allowed it.

o B. 8. ¢ BED

(Osersau &. (F. 19 Heveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Quite right. In Uda Walawe
161,191.3 cubic feet have been
removed. That is timber below three
feet which Government will not

take in the first instance. As
royalties they have paid Rs. 112,383
and Rs. 159,000. @ That is about
Rs. 2% lakhs.

Gl DDED. NG

(sar S r_:_':a'ﬂu{. BE@IES )

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

We are thankful to the Minister
for his directive as a result of which
a certain number of trees have been
saved, but all the trees have not been
saved. There is still a great deal of
timber that is burned down. Those
are the reports that we received. I
ask hon. Members who come from
these areas where clearings have
taken place to testify to the fact that
still wvaluable trees are being cut
down and burnt.

Under the existing system, people
who want to take the trees away are
not allowed to do so. They must be
burnt. I think it should be consi-
dered an offence to burn down
certain trees anywhere in Ceylon.
There are laws under which certain .
birds cannot be killed because those
birds are of great use to cultivators
and their cultivations. I think there
is a prohibition against the killing
of the kabaragoya. If indiscriminate
killing of kabaragoyas is allowed,
there will not be a single kabaragoya
in this country, because its skin is
so valuable for commercial purposes.
So there is a law that prevents you
from killing the kabaragoya. I
think there should be a law to_
prevent the burning down of certain
kinds of trees. It should be consi-
dered a‘heinous offence to burn down
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a pallu tree or a satinwood tree or
an ebony tree. These are trees
which take such a long, long time
to grow. They are being cut down
in various parts of the country and
they are being burnt, reduced to
ashes. Notwithstanding the directive
that has been given by the Hon.
Minister, still, Sir, under the existing
system this dastardly activity on the
part of forest officers continues. I
wonder why stern and severe action
is not taken and why our timber
trees are not safeguarded.

@Gaﬁmaﬁeﬂ @5 @

(svenin STE@HLD IESHSUT)

(The Presiding Member)

The hon. Member for Galle has
gone on for forty minutes now.
There are 27 hon. Members who
want to speak. That is the difficulty
‘we are experiencing now. The hon.
Member for Galle undertook to finish
in half an hour.

&l DDED. ¢z

(soorfF el saE@usEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Very well, Sir, I will finish up in
a few minutes more. I want to
refer finally to the Gal Oya Develop-
ment Board. You will notice that
whereas there is an expenditure of
Rs. 25 million on the Gal Oya
Development Board for the current
financial year, the provision in the
Estimates for the coming year is only
Rs. 141 million. The work of the
Gal Oya Development Board is being
wound up.

o 8 8. ¢ 8D

(Oserrey 8. 1F. 19 Heoveur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The work there is coming to an
end and the organization and the
men are being shifted to Walawe
Ganga.

g dcs IDED. cHINGD

(soorfS L Lofly. ss@UESs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

This is all I want to say. In the
Gal Oya Development Board area
there are still a large’aiumberioof

1964 e 5x @8 1
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roads that have to be done. If you
leave the road construction to any
authority that will undertake the
work in the future, you can be
certain that the work will not be
done satisfactorily. At the moment
I notice that the Gal Oya Develop-
ment Board is constructing the road
to Maha Oya.

aé 8. 8. ¢ BE&

(Qzorres &. 1F. 19 Eovaurr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
That will be completed.

Grndcs DDEL. cozNnD

(srfl@ L Lefly. ss@u&s)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I want to congratulate the Gal
Oya Development Board on  a
splendid bit of work, constructing
the road from Amparai to
Padiyathalawa.

6d4IG S .

(Bm. Crrds rrggLisen)
(Mr. Roy Rajapakse)
At what expense ?

@ IDED. crZNED

(soor S LLleflly. s&5@UES)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I do not think the expense has been
very great. I saw the road myself and
I saw the men at work and I think
they are doing a first rate job of
work. Apart from that, that is a road
that should have been constructed
years ago. That is the point I wish
to make because it connects up
Amparai with Padiyatalawa. That
is one of the original roads that
should have been made. Similarly,
a road that should have been made is
the one from Namal-Oya to Wadi-
pattu and thence to Bibile. That is
being undertaken this year. I am very
glad that even though the Gal Oya
Board is losing a large number of its
staff still very good work in connec-
tion with road construction is being
donetby it.
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[dxs DRED. cornwm]

I criticized the work of the Ministry
at the beginning. I want to say that
the Gal Oya Board is continuing to do
very good work.

I want to say a word about the
colonists that are being settled, where
the colonists are being taken in ad-
vance of irrigation facilities being
supplied to them. Now, Sir, if you go
down to Namal-Oya, you will find all
the colonists full of grievances that
they had been planted there before
water was available to them. The
excuse given by the Ministry for the
advanced colonization is that, unless
you plant the colonists right at the
outset, squatters will start taking the
land by force. Well, Sir, the only way
to avoid that, in my opinion, is to
start work on the canals simul-
taneously with the construction of the
hund so that as soon as the bund is
over the canal is also ready and there
will be no necessity for advanced
colonization.

a& 8. 8. & 8D
(Qaorrau £. (F. 19 Hoveaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We do not have the machinery for
doing both items of work simul-
taneously.

@& WDED. cornw
(soorfB leofly. ss@usEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

You do not have the machinery ?
That is a very strange situation.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qzarres &. (F. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
To do both at once.

& . 3.45

@& VIED. corZMBLW

(soorflE L liefluy. ss5@WUES)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I think, if that is the position,
rather than resort to this dubious
method of sending colonists in
advance and making them suffer—

Bewldm 9575 ©ed DCw
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ad 8. 8. ¢ &g
(Qserrey &. 9. 9. Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
There is one more reason.

g8 IDEL. ¢NeD

(sarfls lefly. ss@WUsEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
—and get disgusted and perhaps
cease to be farmers, the better plan
would be to watch over the settle-
ments so that squatters do not come
there. You cannot beat back the
squatters. If you cannot beat back
the squatters, what is the strength of
your Government ?

aé 8. 8. ¢ &

(Qzeorrar &. 9. 19 Seoar)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Then men who want to squat, we

select if they have the necessary
qualifications. Some of them do have.

@ndw IBDEL. ¢HZNGD

(sorfSH L Liefly. SS5@USS)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

What I am objecting to is your
method of settling before you can
give them water.

You must never do that. The
primitive folk went far out looking
out for water. Under modern condi-
tions you are taking them from their
homes and putting them into places
where there is no water.

oé 8. 8 ¢ B

(Qzerrar &. F. 19 Govaur)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It is not, no water, no irrigation ;

for two years land cannot be properly
irrigated. ;

a8 DDED. coznwem

(sorfs L lefly. ss@WLES)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

In this place there is neither irri-
gation nor water facilities. I hope that
this whole question will be settled in
a satisfactorv manner so that the
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colonists who go from the thickly
populated areas, like Galle and
Matara Districts, will not have long
tales of woe to relate against the way
in which matters are conducted by
the Land Development Department.

- There are a few more observations

which I want to make about the sugar
factories. I have visited the sugar
factories both at Kantalai and
Amparai and I am impressed with
the two beauttful factories that have
been set up. There are very good
modern factories but one cannot help
but describe these—the two together
—as the biggest white elephant in the
history of industrial wventures in
Ceylon. That is an apt description of
the two sugar factories.

In the Amparai sugar factory you
find that the factory does not get
enough sugar cane for it to give the
biggest possible production of sugar.
The Gal Oya Development Board
planned out to plant about 4,000 acres
of sugar cane in the current financial
year. The financial year is coming to
an end but they have not been able
to plant even 1,000 acres of sugar
cane. You will thus see that the
factory is assured of only 25 per cent.
of the output in the coming years.
That is one fault.

The other fault is that the sugar
content of the sucar cane in Gal Ovya
and Kantalai is about 50 per cent less
than the sugar content of the cane in
similar plantations in India. This
question has to be tackled scientifi-
cally. There must be research made
as to why it is that the sugar content
of the sugar cane in Gal Ova and
Kantalai is lower than the sugar con-
tent in similar cane in India. Our
grievance is that no research section
has been set up all these long years.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Qaerres &. F. 19 Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Two Indian experts are coming to
investigate, and Australia is sending
and expert to set up a research
station,

1964 esied 5m @& 1
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GHnw RDED. covNw

(sorflE  Lefly. ss@usEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

We have to be thankful that the
Hon. Minister has taken action even
at this late stage.

OSTR S Ocn.
(Bas. Crris rregusaen)
(Mr. Roy Rajapakse)
Better late than never.

¢a@:3ca 2ADES. ey

(sorfplB L lefly. ss@usEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I agree, Sir, but in the meantime I
want the Hon. Minister to rationalize
the sugar cane plantations both in
Kantalai and Gal Oya. When I visited
these two places I had a conversation
with some of the staff officers who
have come from India and I was
trying to discover what it is that the
Indian factories have that we do not
have in our factories in Ceylon. As far
as I could have discovered the truth,
the difference lies in this, sugar cane
planting in India is done on the basis
of an industry, like cottage industry.
Families are given allotments of land
for sugar cane cultivation and those
families supplement their income
which they get from other sources by
planting sugar cane and giving tne
produce to the sugar factory during
the season. That is the way in whicn
we should approach the problem in
Ceylon. We are often told that there
are no labourers to cut down the
sugar cane——

a& 8. 8. ¢ 8
(Oserras &. 1F. y Heveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I am told that at Gal Oya about
150 families work on that basis. The
land is planted and given to them and
they do all the other work. Even the
fertilizer is supplied by the Board,
they only harvest the cane and
deliver it to the factory. Is that not
enough ?
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@l ADES. enznwd
(s0r BB L liofly, ss@ués)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
That is not enough,

o 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qzerreu &. 1F. 19 Qeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is for a start. Another point
is, the acreage planted here is 2,000
acres and not 4,000 acres. At first
2,100 acres were planted and only
recently, in the middle of October,
another 2,000 acres were planted.

G0l ADED. covrznemd

(s ff  Lefly. ssewuss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Very well, we want the system of

assigning the sugar cane plantation to
colonists to be extended.

I have to make one other observa-
tion, that is in regard to wild
elephants that eat up the sugar cane
plantations. There are some portions
in Gal Oya where there are electrified
barbed-wire fences. Nobody has told

us how many elephants have been
killed.

o 8. 8. < @GT 20
(Qaerrey &. (§. 19 BPovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

It does not kill; it only gives a
smart shock. Is that not enough ?

@8 DDED. corvnnm

(sorflf L Lefly. sseuss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I do not know whether the

statement made by the Hon. Minister
is correct.

o 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qzorres &. 1F. 15 Qeveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

That is correct. The voltage of
current on the fence is not enough
to electrocute the animal, it only
gives a smart shock and after that
they avoid the fence.

Bewidn @135 L@
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(serfls lefly. sa@uEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

So that the solution to the eating
up of the sugar cane by the wild
elephants is by settling colonists
there, because the elephants will
keep away from a place that is
inhabited by human beings.

ad 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(Ozerras €. (&, 19 Hoveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

We have been doing all that on a
fair scale. The problem is that the
colonists do not like to settle down
there.

@ DDED. cwvznwem
(soorflE lefly. ssewuss)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I do not think any wild elephant
should be destroyed. What we
should do is to see that the sugar
cane plantations are rationalized in
such a way as to see that the sugar
cane is planted at the proper time,
in the proper way and through
colonists. Each year a large number
of the Pioneer Corps has to be rush-
ed up to Gal Oya and Kantalai. They
have no special training in the cutting
of sugar cane. The man who goes
this year may not go the next year.
The whole system has to be re-
organized. I personally think that
the two sugar factories can be made
a success. Because we have big
losses on them we ought not to des-
pair. What I think is that a special
committee should go carefully into
the question of the two sugar
factories with a view to——

oG 8. 8. ¢ 8>
(Qserrar &. (9. 1y Sovawr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

A committee of two Indian experts
has been appointed to thoroughly
examine both these plantations and
factories.
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@pndn DE. coneD

(sor BB Llely. ssE@wués)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

This committee that is being
appointed by the Hon. Minister must
look into not merely the technical
aspect of the subject——

ad 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Gzorray &. & 9. Paovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

No.

&ndw ANES. cHNGD

(ser BB L lofly. F8@uEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

but also the administrative
aspect, for instance whether the
control of the two factories from
headquarters in Colombo is effective,
or whether improvements cannot be
introduced that will make the work
more efficient than it is today. We
all wish that these two factories
should be a success. They are two of
our best factories and they ought to
be carried on in such a way that there
are no recurrent losses.

N C e EComd @i, (BEBHC)

(8. evrardl QurewvellQamL_— el &
s )

(Mr. Stanley Molligoda—Niwitigala)

Mr. Chairman, I too want to make
a few comments on the Estimates of
the Ministry of Land, Irrigation and
Power. I do not intend taking very
much time, but as a representative of
people who have been much affected
by the departments that come under
this Ministry, I too would like to
make some comments.

Mr. Chairman, you may be aware
of the fact that in my electorate too
there are highland colonization
schemes. There are two major high-
land colonization schemes. One is a
very major scheme, namely, the
Madalagama Tea Scheme. The other
is the Karawita Rubber Scheme.

g o 4

The first stage of the Madalagama
Tea Scheme was started in 1954, ten
years ago, with 75 allotments ; each

4—— &5 266 (64/9) .
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allottee has 2 acres and this has beer
plucked during the last two or three
years. Plucking is now being done
on the 125 allotments of the second
stage. The third stage too has over
100 allotments. But though the
Madalagama Highland Colonization
Scheme started plucking earlier than
all the other tea schemes in the
Island, the Land Commissioner’s
Department has not yet considered
giving a tea factory to this scheme.
In this year’s Estimates I see provi-
sion for three new factories to be
constructed in highland colonization
schemes, and it is my earnest hope
that one of these would be sited at
Madalagama.

At the very early stages of pluck-
ing, green leaf from this scheme was
first sold to a company-owned estate,
Houpe Estate, which is situated in
very close proximity to = the
Madalagama Tea Colony. Today,
the green leaf is being taken about
38 miles from Madalagama to
Delgoda. Houpe Estate is only 23
miles away. I do not grumble over
it as the factory at Delgoda belongs
to the State Plantations Corporation,
but the transport costs are too high.
The departments may turn back and
say that the colonists do not lose. But
the Government loses on it. About
15,000 pounds of green leaf is trans-
ported about 38 miles. In the pro-
cess of transportation the leaf gets
stale and as a result the produced
tea is of a lower quality. Therefore,
I think a tea factory should be estab-
lished at Madalagama. The Land
Commissioner will now realize the
necessity for opening a tea factory
at Madalagama because Madalagama
came into plucking first. Besides
the main tea scheme at Madalagama
in the adjoining area of Colombo-
gama there is a tea scheme about 200
acres in extent coming into plucking
now ; there are plenty of other
smallholdings there too.

This Madalagama area is one of the
areas which produces the best low
grown teas which, according to the
tea auction sales, at times fetch prices
higher then the teas of Endane and
Houpe estates. These colonies and


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

2287
Suddy cmBCuny wvenm, 1964-60

[BE15 E e@i Eeomd @c. ]
the adjoining tea schemes are also
situated at a similar elevation to the
Houpe and Endane estates and pro-
duce the best tea. Today the Mada-
lagama green leaf when taken to
Delgoda fetches a very much lower
price than when it was taken to
Houpe Estate. I can prove this by
reference to the tea auction sales. The
tea produced at Houpe with Madala-
gama green leaf fetched about
Rs. 2.35 a pound and today it sells at
~less than Rs. 135 a pound at
Delgoda.

The Madalagama climate is ideal
for the siting of a tea factory; it is
better than that of Delgoda or
Derangala. The tea produced at
Madalagama will be much better than
that produced at Houpe and Endane.
I challenge the Land Commissioner’s
Department to produce the figures
of any tea estate in Delgoda or
Deniyaya area which produces better
tea than the Endane or Houpe
estates.—[Interruption]. The hon.
Member for Kalawana (Mr. L. de S.
A. Gunasekera) thinks that I want
the green leaf to be given to company
factories. That is not my argument. I
am arguing about the siting of the
factories.

Today the Tea Research Institute
has discovered that even the very
elevation at which a factory is
situated is considered significant in
the production of good made tea. The
elevation of Madalagama is the same
as that of Delgoda and Derangala—
about 1,000 feet above sea level. As
such I feel that, if a tea factory is
sited at Madalagama, it will produce
such good quality low grown tea that
it will fetch a higher price than the
tea made at Derangala and Delgoda.

edI& SiZus ®w.

(85 Grmuy sregugen)

(Mr. Roy Rajapakse)

Provided it is managed well.

HOsIC e Eeamd @wn.

(B@. ovrarell QuraelQsre )

(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

I am not bothered about the
management so long as the quality
of the made tea is good. So it is my
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tervent hope that one of the tea fac-
tories of the three for which provi-
sion is made in this year’s Estimates
would be situated at Madalagama.

I think the reason why Madalagaimma
was dropped as a site of a factory was
because of the small acreage in tea.
Even then the yield per acre is much
higher than that of any other tea
colony under the Land Commis-
sioner. Whether the department de-
cided not to site a factory there for
personal reasons or otherwise

dc. ¢ &¢. .
(>Cm)

Qe wmd .

(B erov. 1. eTov. @ GowbFrssr—aer
6T 6o )

(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera—Kala-
wana)

The acreage under tea was less.

FasIC ch@Cemd Sw.
(ﬁﬂ@ evi_mared QuorevadlGan )
(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

The yietds is much more. Today
the average colonist at Madalagama
with his two acres of tea is getting
a better yield per acre than the yield
at Delgoda or Derangala. He gets
about Rs. 500, which shows that his
yield is much higher. The Colombo-
gama tea scheme and the Wattehena
tea scheme together will bring 1,000
acres of land under the Madalagama
scheme. If the Land Commissioner’s
Department is prepared to site a
factory at Madalagama, it will not
only produce the best made tea
among the factories of the State
Plantations Corporation but it will
produce made tea which will fetch a
price very near to that of high-grown
tea. This fact is confirmed by the
made tea produced by the company-
owned estates adjoining the Madala-
gama scheme. The tea made at
Endane Estate fetches Rs. 2.85 a
pound, at Houpe Rs. 215 a pound,’
while the tea made at Delgoda
fetches only Rs. 1.65 a pound. The
price of Derangala and Delgoda tea
is much less today because the
elevation is not suitable for the
manufacture of good quality tea. I
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do not ask the House to accept my
word alone. The Tea Research Insti-
tute will vouch for this fact.

Another factor to be considered is
this: When green leaf is transported
38 miles away from Madalagama it
pecomes stale. In the result, the
quality of the made tea is bad. I do
not for a moment suggest that the
green leaf should be given to Houpe
or Endane. What I want is a tea
factory sited at Madalagama. One
thing I must say, and that is that the
made tea of Houpe Estate is far
better than the made tea of Delgoda
Estate. I do not know whether it is
due to better management or due to
a better factory, but I know that
Houpe tea made out of Madalagama
green leaf is better than Delgoda tea
and it fetches a higher price.

There is, therefore, a case for estab-
lishing a tea factory at Madalagama,
where 500 acres will be in bearing
soon. There is also the adjoining
scheme of 200 acres at Colombogama.
There is also the proposal to acquire
1419 acres of Delwala land and
inquiries have been going on. I spoke
to the Hon. Minister and he is very
keen to see that in the course of this
financial year 618 acres of Delwala
land are opened up. Section 4
inquiries are now going on. In all,
about 1,500 acres will be available at
Madjalagama. The elevation of the
Delwala lands is ideal and as such
good tea will be produced there. An<d
as such it is my fervent hope that
the Land Commissioner’s Depart-
ment would site this tea factory at
Madalagama. But if the Land Com-
missioner feels that the Delgoda
factory might run at a loss as a result
of opening one at Madalagama, I shall
stage a boycott of the Delgoda
factory. They can run their factory at
Delgoda but they cannot take away
the Madalagama leaf.

I come to the rubber scheme
.at Karawita. This scheme was
started about 5% years ago and about
200 acres are under tapping now. The
Land Commissioner’s Department
has not made any arrangements
either for smoke-rooms or stores or
a factory there, and the colonists are
alarmed as to what would:-chappen
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when they tap those trees. Each
colonist has been given about two
acres and there are about a hundred
colonists altogether. So, I think the
Land Commissioner’s Department
should immediately start work on the
rubber factory at Karawita. If not I
wonder what is going to happen by
the end of this year when about 150
to 200 acres of rubber come into
tapping. They have nowhere to take
their latex. Therefore, it is all the
more important that the rubber
factory should be started at Kara-
wita.

Then, there was some manure
brought about two years ago for the
Karawita  Scheme. @ What  has
happened to that manure ?
Some manure was sold to private
landowners. This was done with the
connivance of an officer who was
working in the Karawita scheme and
he is no longer there now. This was
going on till the present Government
Agent, Mr. Tillekeratne, put matters
right.

&, . 4.15

A similar loss has taken place with
regard to barbed wire. About one

"hundred rolls of barbed wire were

lost from the Karawita colony and no-
body was caught. I would. like to
know whether these losses could
have occurred in a colony without
the connivance of the officers there.
I do not know whether there was
more than connivance in this matter;
I would not impute guilt, but
certainly the loss could not have
occurred without the knowledge of
officers who were resident on the
scheme. The barbed wire was
probably meant to b2 given to colo-
nists for fencing their allotments,
and the loss has not been detected.
The colonists have not got their
barbed wire and I brought this to
the notice of the Government ‘Agent,
Ratnapura. I think I also informed
the Hon. Ministerr and the Land
Commissioner. Some action should be
taken against the officer responsible
for the loss; at least the officer must
be interdicted and a departmental
inguiny held. If not these things will
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cont.nue to happen in these schemes,
not oniy in the Karawita colony, not
only in the Ratnapura District, but
all over the Island. There are one or
two rogues everywhere, and these
rogues have to be caught. In this
case no one has been caught. This is
a very serious thing. Under the very
nose of officials who are on the spot
these things are happening. It is my
earnest hope that the Hon. Minister
or the Land Commissioner or who-
ever it be would hold an immediate
inquiry into this loss.

Regarding the construction of
houses for colonists in Karawita,
when I visited the scheme in the
company of the District Land Officer,
the colonists were complaning that
they had not got the money to pay
for the construction of their houses.
I have written to the Hon. Minister
and 1 hope that he will expedite it.

I would like to speak a few words
about the proposed highland coloni-
zation scheme. I am very grateful to
the Hon. Minister as well as to the
Land Commissioner for taking steps
to acquir> 600 odd acres of land in
my electorate, bare, jungle land
which was once owned by an estate.
The estate is now being sold to pri-
vate people and they are selling il
in order to defraud the State. The
Government Agent, Ratnapura, after
issuing notice under Section 4 of the
Ordinance, is now inquiring into the
matter. This has to be acquired soon
because the main intention of the
people who bought this land is to
defraud the Government and not for
any other purpose. They have no
bona fide intention of opening up this
land. This “ring ’ has bought the
land from the Grand Central Estates
because they knew that the Crown
was going to acquire it, and that the
State was negotiating with the Grand
Central Estates. They bought it with
this knowledge, they fragmented it
and they are selling it. They bought
at Rs. 50 an acre some 1,300 odd ¢.cres,
and today they have sold about 300
acres for sums ranging from 300 to 500
rupees an acre. They are making
huge profits, and their ultimate inten-
tion is to defraud the Stota
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Though it may not be politically
expedient, I would have been the
first to consider any move for the
acquisition of such a vast extent of
land if it was done with the bona fiide
intention of planting it up with tea.
No. That is not the intention of these
people who have bought the land.
Their intention is to defraud the
State. They are making huge profits
by selling it to private individuals. I
want the State to acquire this land
under Section 38 (a) and get ready to
start another highland colonization
scheme.

I was present when the hon. Mer-
ber for Nikaweratiya (Mr. K. Herat)
spoke this morning. I too come from a
predominantly peasant electorate,
and where the peasantry is landless
and underemployeed. They have no
land to live. Some live on fractions
of an acre, and about 10 to 20 families
live in a quarter acre of land. I think
Sabaragamuwa is one of the areus
where landlessness is found to be
very acute. No Government has
shown a genuine desire to solve the
problem of the landless in Sabara-
gamuwa. Even when the Kandyen
Pessantry Commission was appointed
only Uva and the Central provinces
were brought within its purview, and
Sabaragamuwa  was completely
dropped. Though the Hon. Prime
Minister comes from Sabaragamuwa
it is surprising to see that the pea-
santry in that area has got the worst
treatment by this Government. I do
not think the peasantry in any other
part of the country has got such bad
treatment. If you go through the
forms of acquisition you will see that
the Ratnapura District has got the
least. After the elections the people
of Sabaragamuwa were hopeful. They
thought they could have their own
way. They used their free votes at tite
polls and in a silent manner they
elected a daughter of theirs as the
Prime Minister of this country. They
genuinely thought that thereafter
something would be done to rehabi’i-
tate the peasantry of Sabaragamuwa.
But I do not think that there has been
a greater betrayal in this countiy
than the betrayal of the peasantry of
Sabaragamuwa. Nobody has looked
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after them, and, today, from the Floor
of this House [ appeal to this Govern-
ment that they should at least at this
laie stage go on with the acquisition.
I reter not to my electorate only. I
refer to the electorates of my goad
Friends, the Members for Kalawana,
Pelmadulla, Rakwana and Balangoda,
where nothing has been done in
regard to acquisitions. But they
have spent millions and millions of
rupees in developing areas in Miri-
gama, Divulapitiya and so on. They
have bought beautiful coconut estates
in the Galle District, but they could
not spend Rs. 600 per acre in Sabara-
gamuwa.

I challenge the Minister to tabie
the figures of amounts spent on acqui-
sitions in the Colombo District, in
the electorates of Gampaha, Divula-
pitiya, Kelaniya, @ Minuwangoda,
Mahara, where the land value is
fairly high, where the people have a
square meal, where they have their
own plot of coconut, where they have
employment in fibre and paddy mil!s.
In the Southern Province, in Galile
District, you have spent thousands of
rupees in the electorates of Bala-
pitiya, Ratgamea, Galle, Akmeemana,
Bentara-Elpitiya on acquisitions. Yet
they come here and shout. But what
have you done for Sabaragamuwa ? 1
put that question to you. Table the
figures with regard to acquisitions in
Sabaragamuwa where there is so
much landlessness.

Landlessness is eternally increasing
and no steps have been taken. The
proposals were sent to Government.
Section 4 notices were issued, Section
4 inquiries were completed. But after
_these inquiries are completed they
ask for figures of landlessness! It
taxes one’s patience, . particular'y
when one represents people who had
great hopes in this Government, to
see that those hopes are gone with
the wind.

When a proposal to acquire is
made by a rural development society
or whoever it is we send it to the
Minister. The Minister sends it to
the kachcheri. The kachcheri sends
it back. Then Section 4 notice is
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issued and the Section 4 inquiries
are’ held. At the very outset the
Government Agent, Ratnapura, sent
the figures of landlessness 1n.t_he
area. So, after Section 4 inquiries
are over, alter the Government
Agent has recommended the acquisi-
tions, I see no reason why they
should write from Colombo to the
Government Agent acain acking for
figures. I would like to know
whether this is followed with regard
to Colombo and Galle Districts also
or whether this is some step-motherly
treatment that every Government
has shown to the people of
Ratnapura District.

How many acres of land have you
acquired in Ratnapura district since
1960 ? Give thoce figures together
with the figures of acquisit ons in
respect of all the other districts in
the Island. You will find that
Ratnapura District has got the least
number. I ask hon. Members who
represent Ratnapura District to say
whether they have had even 20 acres
of land acquired.

2¢. ¢ 2. J. g s Ow.
(B erev. 19 erew. a. GHowrCsrgier)
(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)
“Nil ” in Kalawana District.

WRBIEC oEComd S
(,@@‘ ewL_rareh OureodlQsre)
(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

In Pelmadulla or Rakwana which
is represented by a Junior Minister
I do not think a single acre has been
acquired. But in developed areas
you o and acquire land. Only the
population problem is there. Only
the problem of landlessness is there.
But you do not have the problem of
people who not only have np land
but also have no employment. The
Land Commissioner’s Department as
well as the Ministry rush in to solve
the problems of landless peonle who
are employed but not of landless
people whose sole jo% is cultivation,
who depend on cultivatino one or
two paddv nlots on ande. Theirs is a
major problem.
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Over half a million rupees has
been spent on Galle District, over a
million rupees on Colombo District,
but not even Rs. 25,000 or Rs. 50,000
has been spent on the entire
Ratnapura District up to date. So I
want the Land Commissioner’s
Department to expedite acquisitions
in my electorate, There are acquisi-
tions proposed for Pallawella,
Delwala, Pintenne and Wellandura
both for village expansion and
colonization.

I would like to know why the
acquisition of Pallawella is being
delayed. What is the influence that
is working behind the delay ? This
proposal was first mooted in 1961.

Why is there this delay in respect
of Pallawella and Delgoda? And
this delay is in spite of the fact that
the Hon. Minister, on two of my
letters, has directed that proceedings
be taken under Section 38 (a).
Nothing has been done in regard to
acquisition.

Surely, something must be done
for those people whose sole occupa-
tion is cultivation, for those people
who are under-employed—during the
rainy reason they who work on
rubber estates get only Rs. 7 per
week—[Interruption].

I challenge any figures given.
There is no point in merely mention-
ing figures; the lands also must
be pointed out. These figures are
a forgery. Only Thippoladeniya-
‘henyaya was acquired and that was
proposed in 1957. That is 15 acres of
land.

Qeiumnid 9§
(s&venin prE@EHD 9 EESSUT)
(The Presiding Member)

The hon. Member has now adressed
for half an hour.

S E e ECeemd .

(8. ovrorel Qurevdsr.)

(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

I shall not take more than ten
minutes. I wish to refer to the Vote
allocated for the construction of
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roads in land development allot-
ments. Most of the money that is
allocated is not spent. I do not
know whether the department is
aware that out of Rs. 84,000 that was
allocated for work in the Ratnapura
District only Rs. 42,000 has been
spent. Plans are prepared, tenders
are called for, but no work is done.
I do not know whether the Perma-
nent Secretary to the Ministry has
directed that 50 per cent of the Vote
should be saved.

g. 0. 4.30

Then Sir, I want to refer to the
acquisition of land for school build-
ings and other public purposes.
Even during the discussions on the
Supplementary Estimates I brought
this fact to the notice of the House,
that there is undue delay in the
acquisition of land for school build-
in7s. This appears to be a recurring
problem. The building programme
for the financial year is delayed on
account of the delay in acquisition.

Yzt d %Y R

( FGoeD STHEEHD IYHSE ST )

(The Presiding Member)

Is this relevant under this Vote 7

SNIE e EEamd e
(8. wrarel] QurasiQart )
(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

Yes. .Acquisition of land for
school buildings. Unless the land is
acquired, the Education Department
is not prepared to site or locate a
building on that land. In regard to
the Irrigation Department, I have
much to say about it but as there is
not very much time at my disporal
I do not prepose to make a lengthy
speech, particularly about the activi-
ties of the department in the
Ratnapura District. I would, how-
ever, like to refer to certain things
in particular which have some
reference and bearing on my electo-
rate, especially in respect of the
Gangulupitiya-dola scheme in the
Ratnapura District which falls
within my electorate. It is indeed
rather strange and surprising that
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the department is going to tap a
natural stream which has hitherto
been feeding about 60 acres of paddy
when in that same area about 20
acres cannot be worked because
there is not much of water in that
stream.

Now, they are proposing to tap
that stream by building an anicut
and taking a pipe-line across
Hangomu-ganza in order to feed 4
acres of land across Hangomu-ganga
which has been earmarked for paddy
cultivation. But this land has been
earmarked and is due to be acquired
for a school playground. I do not
know whether the Irrigation Depart-
ment wants to irricate the school
playground. I understand that that
scheme is to be dropped. The
Director of Irrigation agreed with
me this morning to drop it.

I can suggest an alternative site
for that money left unspent in the
Hangomu area. I asree that Hangomu
area needs water for paddy cultiva-
tion, but there is an abandoned tank

for that purpose called Udumul-

wewa. Udumul-wewa is about 10
acres in extent and can feed not only
a good portion of the paddy lands
in Hangomuwa village headman’s
division but even the adjoining
village headman’s division. If the
Irrizetion Department abandons the
Gangulupitiya-dola project where
the acquisition proceedings are yet
at the very initial stage and
acquires land and starts work on the
Udumulla scheme, I think it will
benefit a greater part of that area in
Handunkorale Palipattu.

Then, Sir, about the Damme-ela
scheme, I think, the tribunal has
decided that the ownership of the
Damme-ela should be vested in the
Government. Damme-ela schemse
todayv irrigates onlv about 60 acres of
paddy. The entire Ratdalla Welyaya,
Dambulu-oya Welyaya and Gealgo-
muwa Welyava are not being fed
with water. When the higher portion
7ets water the lower portion has no
water. There is something wrong
with the anicut. The villagers say
that the anicut is too highedor \tos
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low. I do not know what it is. As the:
hon. Member for Nikaweratiya

(Mr. K. Herat) said, if the Irrigation
Department people go there and ask
the elderly people in the villages they
will tell exactly what has to be done.
S0, I want the Government to take
this matter seriously. About 100 acres
of land, including the entire Ratdalla
and Dambulu-oya Welyayas can be
cultivated with paddy if the Damme-
ela scheme is properly done. Today
they are barren lands, good for no-
thing, except only for cattle to graze
on.

I wish to say a few words about the
work of the Land Development De-
partment and certain work of the
Land Commissioner’s Department. In
reply to a question of mine in this
House the Hon. Minister agreed that
if the work of the Land Commissio-
ner’s Department is not taken on
contract either by societies or indi-
viduals then the Land Development
Department should have to take over
the work. The Hon. Minister will be
aware that estimates for the Madala-
gama Highland Colonization Scheme
were sanctioned long ago. The first
offer to undertake the work on that
scheme was made to the Kahawatte
Multi-purpose Co-operative Society,
but they refused to take it. Then it
was offered to the Atakalan Kolonne
Dekorale Multi-purpose Co-operative
Society, who also refused to take it.
They called for tenders then but no
contractors would take over the
work, so that the Hon. Minister
should now ask the Land Develop-
ment Department to take over the
work.

The Land Development Depart-
ment has a very big labour force.
Some of those labourers are idling in
the Dry Zone ; they do no work. The
Hon. Minister can get the Land Deve-
lopment Department to do the work
on the Madalagama Highland Colo-
nization Scheme. There is not much
work to be done there ; there is only
the work of tarrine and metalling to
he done. The roads there must be
tarred and metalled or else it be-
Enmes impossible to travel even ¢n
Toot.
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The Land Developmnt Department
is doing some work in the Karawita
Scheme but the work is extremely
slow. One-quarter of the bridge they
will compicte this year, half next
year and tne remaining one-quarter
the following year. I do not know
when the department expects 10
finisn the work.

The completion of the bridge in the
Karawita Rubber Scheme is very
important because the Government
Agent, Ratnapura, wants to alienate
the land across the Kerawita—ganga
for tea. There is about 300 acres to be
alienated and it cannot be alienated
until and unless this bridge is com-
pleted. So 1 would ask the Land
Development Department and the
I.and Commissioner’s Department to
expedite the work on the bridge.

Then there has been a very serious
complaint by colonists of the Kara-
wita Rubber Scheme that most of the
labour employed in land development
work in this scheme are from outside
and that the colonists in the scheme
have been denied employment
throughout. The person in charge of
the work at Karawita Estate seems
to think that the colonists there can-
not break metal, but these colonists
can and are prepared to break metal.
Some of them are people who had
earlier broken metal under
the P. W. D. overseer. But for
some reason or other the person in
charge of the work there prefers to
oot people from outside, sometimes
not even from the neighbouring vil-
lage but from villages miles away.
I cannot understand why he resorts
to this practice without giving work
tn the people who are settled as
colonists there. Particularly in a
rubber scheme, after the weeding is
over. that kind of work enables the

people to earn a supplementary in-
come, but these people do not get
this work ; it has been continuously
denied them. I hope the Hon. Minister
would put things right.
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In alienated land, particularly
Crown land, no roads and water have
been provided yet. It is my earnest
hope that during the coming finan-
cial year sufficient financial provi-
sion would be made to build roads in
the land development allotments in
my electorate.

Finally, I would like to add a word
about tne Uda Walawe Scheme. The
Jda Walawe Scheme, Mr. Chairman,
1a]lls within two districts—Ratnapura
and Hanbantota and a part of the
Vloneragala district. Land Kachche-
rias were keld in Ratnapura recently
and already the allottees have been
celected in the Ratnapura area. There
were thousands of applicants from
slmost all electorates. In the Ratna-
pura District only 100 were taken in.
1 would like to ask the Hon. Minister
how many acres of land are there to
be alienated in the Ratnapura Dis-
trict under the Uda Walawe Scheme.
In my eiectorate out of 2,300 appli-
cants 100 have been selected to Uda
Walawe and 9 for Kaltota. In the
Ratnapura District landlessness is
very acute. Even in Hambantota Dis-
trict, particularly the electorate of
my Friend, the hon. Member for
Mulkirigala (Mr. George Rajapaksa),
landlessness is very acute. The best
policy that the Minister could pursue
is to give lands in the Ratnapura
District to people of Ratnapura and
the lands in the Hambantota District
to the people of the Hambantota
District. There are enough landless
people and enough land to give them.

When it comes to a question of our
asking the Government to acquire
1and, they do not acquire. When there
are colonization schemes they allot to
us to the extent of one-twentieth of
the electorate. There are over 20,000
people in my electorate and among
them five to six thousand families are
landless ; thev have not got a plot of
land to cultivate. They are citizens
of this country: they form a part of
the nopulation of this country and it
is their traditional homeland. T do
not know whether the Hon. Minister
is going to deny them the risht to
acnuire land, If the Government is
going . to deny them a colonization
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schemz in their home district, where
will they go ? They will have to go
to blarney.

About the Madalagama Scheme—
the wunisier has come, I am very
happy he is hera—I said a little while
ago that Madalagama tea has to be
taken to Delgoda, 38 miles away, and
the green leal in the process of
transport becomes stale and the
quality of made tea becomes stale or
of a low quality. As such it is my
earnest hope that in this financial
year you will site one of your tea
factories at Madalagama, for, about
300 acres of land here will be in pro-
duction—that is in Madalagama
itself ; in the adjoining Colombogama
about 150 acres. It is my earnest hope
and [ prov that I will get a tea factory
at Madalagama.

Then about the Karawita Rubber
Scheme, the rubber is almost nearing
tapping now. It will be tapped at the
end of this year. There are no smoke
rooms, no factories and nothing has
been done to provide them.

ab 8. 8. ¢ BED
(Qzorrar &. (5. 19 Svarr)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
That will be done.

&. o, 4.45

SR CE chECeomd @cdn.
(8. ov_rerel GorenelQsm)
(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

More than that hundreds of rolls of
harbed-wire had been lost from the
Karawita Brhher Scheme. No rogue
had been detected yet.

Then about the Dambuluwana
Scheme, it cost the Irrigation Depart-
ment Rs. 65,000 to irrigate 4 acres of
land which is now in the process of
being acquired for a play ground for
recreation.

Then about the Udumulla aban-
doned tank, it is to be extended to
Dambuluwana so as to give water to
Dambuluwana, Ratdalla and Deni-

yaya.
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Then about the acquisitions. So
many acquisitions of land have been
shown in my Electorate, most of them
had been' initiated in 1960. There-
fore, I want the Hon. Minister to give
his earnest consideration to what I
say.

With regard to the Uda Walawe
project, Mr. Chairman, I must tell the
Hon. Minister—I want the Hon. Act-
ing Minister of Finance not to disturb
the Hon. Minister of Lands—that land
kachcheries were held in the Ratna-
pura District recently and there were
a large number of applicants, but only
100 applicants were selected from
each electorate.—[Interruption] I do
not know about Kalawana. There
were about 10,000 applicants. There
is a simple remedy to meet this s tua-
tion, that is, give all the land in the
Ratnapura District to people in the
Ratnapura District, and all the land
in the Hambantota District to people
in the Hambantota District. Then you
will solve this problem easily. If the
Minister will not give land to the
people of Hambantota, they will then
come and squat in the Ratnapura
area. Therefore, the best this is to
give them land in the Hambantota
area.

o @Y Helecwy
(Qsorres oymassour ewHaur)
(An hon. Member)

They are already squatting in the
Ratnapura area.

HOsIE cO:@Ceamd &ca.
{ﬁff@. SN 6v1 6 Qu:xrén@'ﬁ?@a;m_)
(Mr. Stanley Molligoda)

The solution is to carry them bodily
and throw them across the river.

Finally, it is my fervent hope that
the Hon. Minister will give earnest
consideration to all mv renuests
during the coming financial yeae.

Ormsnid 3R

( &ven1n STHEIEHD o)k & Faur )

(The Presiding Member)

The Sitting is suspended for 10
minutes,

de’88 ST ¢»WCED MEMEDD o BOD®
CEEYIl@len. 540 2%2m LW om ce
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“A Report on Paddy Statistics”
issued by the Department of Census
and Statistics in the year 1936.
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§8&e 5 ne qB g g&ms;, cBads,
sEdHs gAGE 8 g B Jed 2B
O&. ,

CeSes .

(8. ureagiflu)

(Mr. Balasuriya) ;

g = Cn Qg Emanenns AR Yew.

D5y BNk .

(8. aciaflpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)

g c2fOcy ged DBwury B
8B8ew mem. & qeas 'ecey Emanencs
A8 .

¢ gddig e @ gD, e® &S0 D
PN EHn@ chemens) 715% =¥ 1968 &
BE eI HES® 25 snsy et Gies’
e Dw®. & Bw gd&dees
g B ecHmo B DEY S Brow.
an) Bewm MmBwd @ g2die 4 e
e B 17Y By BBewemes D8
DEBD O 8. © g we 8.80m S
@5Y 5 €8 SEw N8 DB 8D g een
EEB® ary emd.

QNS R DY H _
(B GTE@HL 9nEE S )
(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The hon. Appoint-
ed Member, Mr. R. S. V. Poulier, will
now take the Chair.

: \
eMPNGE G A0 efd. B8w rmu®»
o5y Q8w PewnY, I WD G VR @b,
2w, 8 euiGwd, 8. 3. &, Summ Yewmm&id
s,

D5Y 535N Dcs.

(B aerallpruss)

(Mr. Wanninayake)
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8. 28. cwy. ey e Y co.

(8. S. erib. Cs. O g6breongncir)

(Mr. P. M. K. Tennekoon)
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(Mr. A. H. Macan Markar—Second
Batticaloa)

Mr. Chairman, the first question
that I should like to pose is on the
policy of this Government in regard
to colonization schemes, both major
colonization schemes and minor colo-
nization schemes. In the case of the
maior colonization schemes, such as
Allai - and XKantalai, allottees or
colonists were selected from pre-
dominantly Sinhala-speaking areas. I
think the majority commumity swere

Bewldny @5Y5 ew G®

2356

— e 83end

given an adequate number of allot-
ments in these schemes. I find, how-
ever, in the case of the colonization
schemes coming under the Gal Oya
Development Board, that the Muslims
of the Eastern Province, especially
those in the southern part of the
Eastern Province, which is now the
Amparai District, have had a raw
deal in that they have not been given
sufficient allotments in proportion to
their numbers. As a matter of fact,
the scheme was first mooted on the
initiative taken by the All-Ceylon
Moors’ Association as far back as
1937, and the Ceylon Moors looked
forward to this scheme as one which
would prove a great boon to the
Ceylon Moor population of the Batti-
caloa South area. I am sorry to say,
however, that there has been a great
betrayal of the Ceylon Moor Commu-
nity by the Governments of
this country.

ediI& St ©cw.

(&lp. Crmis rregusen)
(Mr. Roy Rajapakse)

The U. N. P. Government, too ?

D5y -DE Q.

(@)L Wr&&eT rEsn)

(Mr. Macan Markar)

I am sorry to admit that that is so.
I trust that even at this late stage the
Ceylon Moor population of that area

will be given a reasonable allocation
of land on the right bank.

Then we come to the major coloni-
zation schemes in the predominantly
Sinhala-speaking areas, such as the
Chandrikawewa Scheme, the
Walawe-ganga Scheme, and the sche-
mes in the Polonnaruwa and Anura-
dhapura Districts. I feel that, in fair-
ness to the Tamil-speaking popula-
tion, there should be some measure
of reciprocity in that a certain pro-
portion of the lands in these various
major colonization schemes should be
given to the Tamil-speaking people
according to the strength of their
numbers. If, say, 80 per cent. of the
land in such major colonization sche-
mes dnothe Sinhala-speaking areas is
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allotted to the Sinhala-speaking peo-
ple, 20 per cent. should be reserved.
for the Tamil-speaking people, parti-
cularly of the Eastern and Northern
Provinces. That is the only way in
which we can ensure that certain
minority sections of the population
do not predominate in any particular
area but will get mixed up with the
population, whether Sinhala or
Tamil-speaking, and bring about a
uniform distribution of population
throughout the Island. Once a scheme
such as I contemplate is implemented
the proposal for federalism would
die a natural death.

CSI8 &rdwRs Ocaw.
(Bp. Crrids rregugon)
(Mr. Roy Rajapakse)

They must inter-marry also.

S5y -1 E ¢,
(@)L LT&SGT LT SE&IT)

- (Mr. Macan Markar)
Certainly.

Then we come to the question of
minor irrigation works. In most minor
irrigation schemes it is only the long
standing residents of a particular dis-
trict or a D. R. O’s division who are
. given land. However, in the case of
Kitulwewa Scheme coming within
Eravur Pattu in the Batticaloa Dist-
rict, I find that the Ministry of Land
has ingsisted on a certain percentage
of land being reserved for colonists
from other districts. This is very
unusual but if this is going to be the
practice with regard to all minor irri-
gation schemes then the same prin-
ciple should apply to all areas
without discrimination. I hope the
Hon. Minister will act fairly in this
matter.

There is a tendency on the part of
the Hon. Minister to treat certain sec-
tions of the population with favour
and discriminate against other
sections on political, racial, religious
or other grounds. I hope that in
future he will treat -citizens of
Seylon equally without discrimina-
ion.
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There was a recent communique
issued by the Ministry of Land
stating that no more illicit encroach-
ments would be tolerated and that
only old encroachments—encroach-
ments that took place some years
ago—would be regularized. With
regard to this question of illieit
encroachment, I find that the trouble
is that the kachcheris do not act as
fast as they should. We get a number
of applications from our constituents,
who are landless, for L. D. O. lands
for purposes of cultivation. When
these applications are forwarded to
the kachcheri there is considesrable
delay in the holding of land kachche-
ries for the allocation of land. The
result is that these people, who are
more enterprising than the officers
who man Government departments,
encroach on these lands, clear them
and cultivate them. I think such

pioneers should be encouraged
instead of being discouraged.
g. &n. 7.30

However, if it is really the policy
of the Government to prohibit and
penalize illicit encroachers from now
onwards, I trust that this policy will
be implemented without any disecri-
mination in the sense that while illicit
encroachers in Polonnaruwa District
or Anuradhapura District will be al-
lowed, in Batticaloa District they will
be disallowed. So long as the rule
applies equally to all parts of the
country without discrimination, then
our position is safecuarded in that
our constituents will realize that they
are not treated differently from the
residents of other areas.

I find that the whole land poliev of
this Government is directed towards
the promotion of small-holdinos—
peasant proprietors—and that there is
very little room left for lange farms
except, perhaps, through the aliena-
tion of the so-called marginal lands
which are given to capitalists. I find
that there is no scheme whereby
large-scale agriculture throuch
mechanized means is promoted. So
long as we confine ourselves to
small-scale peasant allotments of
three acres of paddy land and two
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acres highland—and livestock—I
cannot say whether we will ever be
able to solve the problem of meeting
our own food requirements. As a
matter of fact, the modern tendency
is towards mechanization of agricul-
ture and I honestly feel that at least
in certain areas an effort should be
made to try out large-scale farms as
an experiment so that we may be able
to find out whether such modes of
agriculture would suit our country
and its people.

Then there is a matter particularly
concerning the Batticaloa Electorate,
and that is the proposal for the exten-
sion of the left bank channel of the
Senanayake Samudra, to the Unnich-
chai reservoir. I am informed that
there is only a distance of seven miles
separating the present left bank
channel of the Senanayake Samudra
from the Unnichchai reservoir, and if
only this channel could be extended
so as to pass through the Palau-
gamuwa Tank and the Adaichchalkal
Tank and then on to Unnichchai, I am
sure the Batticaloa District would be
able to double its production of
paddy, that is, the cultivators on the
western bank of the Batticaloa
Lagoon and also those coming under
the Unnichchai Scheme would then
be able to undertake at least two
cultivations a2, year, that is, the
Munmari cultivation and the Kala-
pokam cultivation. I trust that the
Hon. Minister would see that the left
bank channel is extended to
Unnichchai as early as possible.

Then there is the Mundeni Aru

which flows into and out of the
Rugam Tank. During heavy rains this
river is in spate with the result that
considerable flooding is caused in
these areas. Furthermore, owing to
this difficulty there is no possibility of
constructing anicuts along the length
of the Mundeni Aru so as to be able
to utilize the waters of this river
during the Kalapokam cultivation.

I must say that we are very fortu-
nate in having as Divisional Irrigation
Engineer an officer, like Mr. K.
Velauthampillai, for the eastern
region. He is one of thosesfew. publig

Rewldm 0575 067 ACH

2360

—ndm Bend

officers who is devoted to his duty and
shows considerable enthusiasm in
getting things done and has always
been very sympathetic to the needs of
the cultivators. I wish there were
many more such officers like Mr.
Velauthampillai. At the moment
a preliminary investigation is being
carried out by him to see whether
the excess water from the Mundeni
Aru could be diverted to a parallel
river valley which is a few miles
further to the north, and, if his pre-
liminary investigation indicates that
such a scheme is feasible, I hope the
Hon. Minister would not place obsta-
cles in the way of the implementation
of this proposal- Once the diversion
of this excess water has taken place,
it would be possible to construct
small anicuts all along the river and
enable most of the cultivators to do
two cultivations a year.

In this connection I am sorry to say
that ever since the Hon. Minister
assumed office he has avoided giving
us any major irrigation schemes in
the Batticaloa District. As a matter of
fact a number of large schemes have
been sbandoned and I am sorry that
though he is usually fair-minded he
should have adopted such a discrimi-
natory and racial policy towards the
Tamil-speaking people of the Batti-
caloa area.

There is another matter which
personally concerns the Hon. Minis-
ter in that his brother the hon.
Member for Polonnaruwa (Mr. A. H.
de Silva) is himself interested in it,
and it invariably leads to a clash of
interests between the residents of
Eravur and the residents of Tham-
bankaduwa. I refer to tobacco culti-
vation in the Thambankaduwa
District on the banks of the Maha- |
weli-ganga. From time immemorial
it was the residents of Eravur who
had gone to Thambankaduwa and
cultivated tobacco, the cigar tobacco
used in making Jaffna cigars in the
wadies alongside the Mahaweli-
ganga. But ever since the present
Minister and subsequently his brother
became the Member of Parliament for
Polonnaruwa he has naturally
wanted to help his own electorate
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and, instead of continuing the old
system whereby lands are auctioned
or given on tender, he has introduced
a system whereby preferential treat-
ment is given to the inhabitants of
Thambankaduwa. I have no objec-
tion to some preference being given
to them, but there has been absolute
descrimination on his part. There
are two sections Egodapattu and
Medapattu. Now, whenever lands
adjoining a particular village say,
Sungavil, are being alienated in the
land kachcheri, first preference is
given to the inhabitants of Sungavil.
That is fair and reasonable. But the
second preference is given to the
people who occupy the whole of
Egodapattu or to the members of the
co-operative society that exists in
that particular area. It is only after
their needs have been met that the
residents of Eravur are given lands.
[n fairness to the people of Eravur,
I must say they are some of the best
cultivators in the Island. They are
prepared to spend three or four
months in the thick jungle, risking
their lives on the banks of the
Mahaweli-ganga, to do tobacco
cultivation, but it is a pity that there
is no place for brave and adventur-
ous cultivators of this type.

Then there is another case - of
discrimination by the Hon. Minister
in regard to alienation of land to
the Muslim residents of Xoddai-
munai in Batticaloa Town. An appli-
cation was made for acquisition of a
certain extent of land for the benefit
of these poor residents who are
labourers, but the Hon. Minister said
that it is not the policy of the Land
Department to acquire land for such
a purpose.

oG &8 8. ¢ 8¢

(Qserras £. (9. 19 Hevour)

(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

The Irrigation Council does that.

DY -1 E @ca.

(@)L résear rEsir)

(Mr. Macan Markar)

As I was saying I never expected
the Hon. Minister to be so discrimi-
natory in the treatmentoiofizdMuslims
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in that particular area. I hope he
will try somehow or other to give
them some alternate land, especially
because these people live under slum
conditions with four or five families
in one house, and that too in the
heart of Batticaloa Town, in Koddai-
munai. I think they should be given
an opportunity to occupy land in the
near neighbourhood. Most of them are
daily-paid workers and, as I said, they
live under very poor conditions.

With regard to the T. P. houses I
find that a subsidy of Rs. 2,250 is
given in respect of the fisheries
houses, which are really permanent
buildings built of brick with a
permanent roof, and they can last
for 10 to 15 years. In the case of the
T. P. houses given to peasants, I
must say in fairness to the Hon.
Minister that he has provided them
with permanent roofing which I
think, is an adventage, but they
would be made more permanent if
they could be built with brick. I say
this for the simple reason that, when
you make a capital investment it is
better to spend a little more money
and make the buildings permanent
which will last for 15 to 20 years,
rather than giving these people

- houses which will last only for 5 or

6 years.

ad 8. 8. & 8
(Csorrer &. (7. 19 Hovaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)
I will accept that.

15y -8 ¢

(R@L IDT&SET LT &5 )

(Mr. Macan Markar)

I would also like to point out that
the T. P. houses are somewhat large
and unwieldly ; the dimensions are
too large. Peasents could live in
T. P. houses half that size provided
they are made more permanent and
durable.

There is one more matter to which
I would like to refer and that
concerns the Electrical Department.
Fofeelithat we haeve been somewhat
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harsh with the electrical engineers
by refusing them their demand for a

risk allowance of 15 per cent. I
understand the Hon. Minister

himself is sympathetic but unfor-
tunately the Cabinet is not prepared
to toe the line. We should realize

that these electrical engineers could .

earn double their salary if they go
elsewhere. Unless we itreat the
intelligenzia of this country with

perfect fairness, I think, their heart
would not be in the job. I would,

therefore, appeal to the Hon. Minis-
fter to use his powers of pursuasion

to see that the Cabinet agrees to pay
this risk allowance in view of the

fact that the engineers do not just
sit at their desks or at their drawing

boards but actually go and handle
machinery and other electrical

equipment. So, it is only fair that
they should be given this risk

allowance of 15 per cent that they

are demanding. If we do not treat
the intelligenzia of this country with
reasonableness I do not think we
will ever be able to progress.
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7 8 M. —d8m 3.8 ee—
QCchm we®, & 29,00,000

ard@Luer @e. ?—Quraerrgrr 99

Gﬁ@ﬁﬁ—%ésd Qs 5L Qeaay,
5 29,00,000
Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—

Capital Expenditure, Rs. 2,900,000

“76 2» Blveud 7 O» wldmw wew
. 29,00000 = 8cg ¢u e AMWO GRHEW
DNE @, “» I Ha Ium TV, wew
@@ I,

76 2 &BueudB 7 9 w0 ¢ e aA®
ouB emOum wmOwd B @ «& Bewlo
@é® GE.

77 2 &8s.—8de
ecn8mHedsY 9D

1 2 w@OdMw.—mniw DHIAEC ouad
OC® TP w» aBDDY SO,
&. 23,76,790

SV 77 —BT T FeT S 50 &Serh
T &@LIenT b @ev. 1.—vienfluirerifler D)6

@flu Cagaraph 9p Lng &@mneb,
e5. 23,76,790

HEAD 77.—IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT

Vote No. 1.—Personal Emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 2,376,790
“77 o» &lveud 1 2 wdOm»w meam

&. 2376790 » 8ce ¢z e ADWR G

DE GG’ B e 0w IV, ww

=w@0m e,

77 9 Biucwd 1 2» wldme g ocam
w8 emlum wOwd HIFes a» cga Bewla

DS CL

2 O wlomw—=E®» o zy—
YN DEDNs Bwe®, S 6,67,240

QUT & @HLILIGTLD (3. 2 —uiflureer & QeFaay
ser—L8 aor Beunes GlFovay, en. 6,67,240

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 667,240

“77 9» QBsewd 2 D» wlodman wewm
Si. 667200 2 e ¢ o€ AW “BED
WEe D, o I e JQum CEY, W
w@@®m s,

77 2 E8cud 2 2% w@dm»w cu cEa®
0udH emmluw @wmOwd BIFw wNeE Bewo
wé cL.

1964 esedf @8 1 [

2370
—2061D WD
6 22 LRYMG.—HE3D w6 DEIBIE—
G»&REM® Jewe®, &. 1,45,69,047

urG@LiLenr Q. 6. —Gliranerigmr <y

ol B—LS et Baumes Qaaay, @
1,45,69,047

Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 14,569,047

“T7 2» &K%seuwd 6 2» wddme wew
. 1,45,69,047 = 8ce ¢c¥ o AWuO G
DE aDe”’, wm» g e TVum 8, wm
wom Je,

77 2 &%vewd 6 2» w®dnu ¢u e am

eudB emOum mOwld HHe an «wd Bewlo
WS CE.

7 2 kO0WMw.—§lSn @ DERPw—
QeI Jwe®, &. 3,00,00,000

QUTE@HLILIT  @e. 7.—Qun'@m'rrr{51rg" 29
w5 o — 5L Qurgs_ Qevay,
i e 3,00,00,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 30,000,000

“77 o» &vouwd 7 2 =wdOvw wew
. 3,00,00,000 =3 9cc ¢ e A @HED
NE @gne”’, wm gd»He TOum» ¢, wm
=20 e,

77 2» Bizewsd 7 2» wd@nw ¢z e awm
eudB emOuw wmOwd B¢ wy w8 Bowo
DS GE.

78 2 S8u—mNew & cecndmy
e@uY 32

1 2 ©dmw—mnde @HaE owsad
a@m SIHB w5 B 20mm,
& 10,79,197

BUIL—T8 —af BIL 5 5w dseris

QU &@LILIGHTLD Gav. 1. —Lienfluireriler opems
@M Caigarap  9Op LI &(GmLD,
¢ 10,79,197

HEAD 78, —VALUATION DEPARTMENT

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 1,079.197

“78 9» &lveud 1 2» wddvw wem
S. 1079197 » 8ee ¢ e ADwd anesy
Ve wPe”, w» T »e Tem .Y, wm
uO@m s,

78 2» Alvewd 1 O» w@dme ¢ o Am
0u8 omPuw mOwd B um w8 Bewlw
WS GE,
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2 2 wu@dMw—E® My —umd
e Swed, &. 2,20,803

UT&@LILETD Q. 2. —Lflureers Qaovay
ger—8 e Beunen GQeavay, 5. 2,20,803

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 220,803

“78 2» &8oudB® 2 P» wlomw wew
S 220803 Qe ¢ o AMED gEeSB
DG P, wum & He SOum G, ww
w@@m» .

78 2» R¥zeud 2 2» wlodmw ¢cu eCam
0ud camduw WmOwd BHIw g <& BHewlw
@Dém» ¢

79 2 E8w—0QAO wREAD
cen&mesY DD

1 2 ws@omu.—mnde O WG eV
AC® wEPME ©» gRHW Oz,
. 9,21,007

sy 79 —arenfl A0 msH G Bers
HGIT LD
urs@LiLerd Q. 1.—wuenflurerflar gyend
@y Cagerapn Op LI1g &(GhLb,
en. 9,21,007

HEAD 79.—LAND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Vote No. 1—Personal emolumonte nnd
other allowances of staff, Rs. 921,007
“79 2w Bivesd 1 2» uCdMmw ©ngem

S 921,007 82 ¥ eCamwd ainey

Be D@, 6B & We oW  CEW, wuw

u@o» .

79 25 BBBoud 1 2» uddmwu ¢u ofam
o emnou »Swd BIw w7y w8 Hews
@ém» c&.

2 D 6O —HEH MmEDN—IHH
285 Swed, &. 61,635

@urés@f_'fumé @av. 9 —1iflumrever & G?.g—“@)a;

ager—18 anr (Ba ((Eh Qeovey, en. 61,635

Vote No. 2—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 61,635
“70 2 @Bvcud 2 Om» wdOme ®gem

4. 61635m 8e@ C& e@ DGO WS

e e, a» od D SOuD cés’, nwm

uPom e

79 By A%ucud 2 D wl@me ¢ edAI®
B comduw M Owd HPw AP «& Beeed @
Dé®» G

Bewidm 0535 e

2372
—dm Bend
3 22 ©OMw—C® MEY—YCI®
8we®, 4. 15000

QUIT & @LILIGRTLD BV, 3 —uflurever s Qrevay
sor—ps a1 Guimmm Qevey, em. 15,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 15,000

“79 Dy REvocwd 3 P» wddmw wewm
G. 15,000 8ece ¢ AN siDed
De @s”, w» g ma SVum» CeY, wwm
wdom da.

79 9» RBuewd 3 D =Comae ¢c¥ e aA®
6wl cmdu mSwd BHIFs g <8 Bewo
DéH Go.

6 2 ©COM—pESn @ DERBDw—
s»&HREDD Swe®, 4. 40,97,722

ars@liuer @, 6—Qurmerrsrr 8
GQ@@@—LE@T@@J@@ Qeeay, 5 40,97,722

Vote No. 6—Economic Development—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 4,097,722

“79 2» &vewd 6 2» wddmwe e
&, 40,97,722: 82C ¢¥ cCADNWR GWEY W™
g’ am Sd e S0um ciw, wwmudedn
Ses. :

79 9» RZuesB 6 2» wu€dMmu v eFdA®
ol e wmSwd BIFw gPwd Hoewo
DE® CE.

7 9 6lomu—ndSnm 8.2lRBwe—
gcam dwed, S 1,99,85,000

aré@liuer @, 7.—Gurmertsrr <9
ol B—-Dp S S Qurm Gleavay,
e5. 1,99,85,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 19,985,000

479 Dy Glucw® 7 2m» widwme
S 1,99,85,000e €c¢ ¥ eC AN FDEH
De ene”, a» g e S0um &,
1380y B

WEeSh

(=1

79 2 R¥ucud 7 2» udme ¢y eCA®

ewd cmmous wmS¢d HFw @ «8 Hewde

DE CL.
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80 2 &Bw—3eE ecndmeesynd
DS TmBm WOE)

1 9 wuCdmw—mmiw W IC cxad
aCn waAME s B SOz,
. 56,41,765

sy 80—leres5s Hewmasern (g
&8 LWrsSLUL L. apups)
aur&@Liued @e. 1.—wLeflureriler oyend
@l Corgarapd 19p. Ling S@RHLD,
¢5. 56,41,765

HEAD 80.—ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT
(COMMERCIALISED ACTIVITIES)

Vote No. 1.—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 5,641,765

“80 o» &luewB 1.9 wldOmw wem
& 56,41,7650 @ec ¢z eCamsd anew
BDE DG’ «» s@HDes 0w CITY, wom
u@@m'acﬁ.

80 2» SBueuB 1 2» wdmw ¢ o a®
guB cmnlum mOwd HVw @ w8 Bewdw
=Dém» G

2 2 wuCPMw.—TCH o H—BG
2Emm» Feae®, G. 3,95,95,030

Qr&@L L Q. 2—uflureers QFway
sor—8 o Qeumes Qeoay, 5. 3,95,95,030

Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 39,595,030

“80 o &Jwowd 2 2» wuldme mem
Gi. 3,95,95,030: 8¢¢ ¢z eCABDEO e
Dg wpe”’, @ gF »e Bum CEsY, @
s®em» .

80 2» RKZuexdB 2 2» wld@mu ¢u eEa®
B emum mBwd BHIe @y <& Bewle
DS CE.

3 25 wWOLMw.—NCH MmEH—SCI%
8we®, &. 5,15,000

ard@L e G, 3—uflureers GFesy
ser— & sl QurmL Geoey, 5. 515,000

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 515,000

“80 2» &8cwd8 3 2m» wldMme wmewm
. 515000 @ec cE eCAWMEO JDET DG
aRe”, wm» g De 80um ¢, umuddn
e, 3

1964 ened @B 1

2374
—ndm end

80 @2» &8cuB 3 9» w@ovw ¢o e AW
owd emlum wmBwd BFuupn«ed Bede
e CE.

6 92 wCdMw—gd3m w.DEDBE—
GOSN Swe®, &K. 400,000

urg@Lienr @, 6.—0Curmerr grr o9
6&7@15’@ — LSG&B’T@EH@@ Caeey,

er5. 4,00,000
Vote No. 6.—Economic Development—

Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 400,000

“80 B» &Beud 6 o» wlOme BET
S 4,00,000 = @c¢ ¢ eCADwD e DE
eRK”, w g&' e B0um s, umuonm
Ses.

80 @ &8owd 6 2» wuldmw ¢z eCA®
eud emmuxy HOwl DI ¥y w8 Bewe
néx» G2

7 9% wCOMw—&ddn 8.28RDw—
QCam Swe®, & 7,40,00,000

uré@Lienr @e. ?—Qurmerrgrr o8
dmsH — s Quras  OQsevey,
¢B. 7,40,00,000

Vote No. 7.—Economic Development—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 74,000,000

“80 Om» &EewdB 7 PV» wlOmu weww
G 740,000 = 9z ¢ o AMwD Gimen ¢

@RE”, w» g mae B@um ¢, wsomulem
Sea.

80 @2 &8owd 7 9» wdEmw cu eawm
eud emmluy WmBwd BIw vy w8 Bewde
@ém ¢

81 O &8w.—8¢€ ceendme®syno
DL DS exNd® DO

1 22 w@»w.—mm8w O AC cuad
of® sEPE 6w gBNT  Ozm,
& 78,537

;s;asvr_'u_{ 81.—.'_86&'"&‘5%'@‘5 ,@%mei'aianb (a:i‘;j'g
B& LULTSSUILL TS apups)

QT &@HLIuenTd @, 1.—Liewfwirerfer 2} (6Hé
& Cagarapns Gp LG S@nHLD, . 78,537
HEAD 81.—ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT
(NON-COMMERCIALISED  ACTIVITIES)
Vote No. 1.—Personal emolimenta and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 78,537
“81 ©» &8cul 1 2» wleome weeys
G 78,537 @ 8¢ ¢¥ eCADwd ymew D

PR, @® Y@ Da B0um G, wemudom
8es.
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Swuddm cwPusy wmemm, 1964-65
—2le) Bend

81 2 &8euB 1 9 wdmw ¢cu cCaPecuS
eQuwy WmOwd BFw wHWE Beowlo DED
e

2 2 €OOWMG—WEH mEP—HDN
O8mm wg®, & 41,77,150
UT&@GLILIeTLd B, 2.—uifluraars GFewey
ser—8 e Boures Qeovay, en. 41,77,150
Vote No. 2.—Administration Charges—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 4,177,150

“81 2 B8ou® 2 9m» wlemw wewm
S. 4177150 » 8ec ¢u eCADWO Fes
DE aPR’, @B I He S0um» I, uwm
@@¥m T,

81 9 B80wuSB 2 D BLIMG B cEAMEBSH
gmduw mOwd BIs @B Bewdo 4D

ce.

3 2 BRYMW—WCH T H—LCID
Sec®, &. 12,83,743

Ur&@LI LIGRTLD @V 3 —uflurevers GFae)
Ser—ys&5L1  GlLiramL Gz, e
12,83,743

Vote No. 3.—Administration Charges—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 1,283,743

“81 23 BBvewd 3 D» wOOIMw wEMm
& 1283743 = 8ec ¢ o ADER “WNED
De wpe”, @ FyJS»e SPum GEsY, ww
=@0m .

81 9 &8cud 3 9 =uldmw ¢z cga®
cu® omOux mOwd BIFw @B BHowe
@Ddém» GE.

88 2 RSB —ansY DS m VS
cDe@® wy» wWwuIO BEAg GIOM -y Ple T

1 95 600D —mndn QT AC ov9g
0Cn uB»D wy PN O,
S 2,94,343
1 29 ¢ BBu—ow’0m wedm W HJY,

&. 1,87,360
ooy 88—oerpr® Qaveflpr®  efluir
urs ofl HOurs syensEi

surrai@rjumnb @ev. 1. —usenflwreriler 2yems
@ Cougeor@ptb 19 pLig & @HLD,
o5 2,94,343
o1 GV 1.—oor N Cariiyb FLDLIGT B

a(@nth, €5 1,87,360

Bewidm 55 s DE®

2376
o8gdém 8¢

HEAD 88.—MINISTER OF INTERNAL AND
EXTERNAL TRADE AND SUPPLY

Vote No. 1—Personal emoluments and
other allowances of staff, Rs. 294,343

Sub-head 1.—Cadre and Salaries,
Rs. 187,360

oY, 9. 8. SHEd » w.

(8ap. Cs. erib. 1F. Tregrgar)

(Mr. K. M. P. Rajaratna)

I move,

“That the Vote be reduced by Rs. 10

in respect of sub-head 1, item
‘ Minister’”.

QRCB 20 ¢ . 8 Powny, H
O ACWO ZoBw Don DD SFHs mwmuB
Yeumewsy @z 8.

MOW B FoRw DImm DES; D

ded® 1964 Mm% 2 9» age.

od 8. 8. ¢ BCD
(Qaorras &. (9. 19 Seveur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Before I move the Adjournment
Motion I will like the House to con-
sider the Supplementary Estimates.

s85o» YeE:
1960 &B =1 SEe@) @

ONfoRlefoslcl il e

@opplriyn Qsrens : o °%) 1960 LT T (e
werp QursgCsigsp CFoaser

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : KEXPENSES
OF PARLIAMENTARY GENERAL KELECTION,
JuLy 1960

Oy uG D cwidznd wenes®om Sa:

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Sixty thousand four
hundred and sixty-two (Rs. 60,462) be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of
Ceylon, or any other fund or moneys of,
or at the disposal of, the Government of
Ceylon or from the proceeds of any loans
obtained by the Government of Ceylon,
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véysm Y¢C
for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1st October, 1963, and end-
ing on 30th September, 1964, and that the

said sum may be expended as specified in
the Schedule hereto : —

Schedule

Rs.
Head 12—Department of Elec-
tions (Parliamentary and
Local Bodies).

Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture

.. 60,4627
—[8eC 198 2520 & 8. 8, ¢

8¢ 2. ]

Sloleloln MO GF
& Co S B¢ ek ecd
DEBNED SHYS®

@@pplrign Qsreans: @Qawamss e

srFravier @rewi revg SariSi b

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : SECOND
FacurLty oF ARTS, UNIVERSITY
oF CEYLON

¥y 8¢ 9 oWdnd wwmnldm Bu:

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Two hundred thousand
(Rs. 200,000) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
fund or moneys of, or at the disposal of,
the Government of Ceylon or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service of
the financial year beginning on 1st Octo-
ber, 1963, and ending on 30th September,
1964, in settlement of the advance made
from the Contingencies Fund of expen-
diture in the financial year, 1st October,
1962 to 30th September, 1963, on the ser-
vices specified in the Schedule hereto :—

Schedule
Rs.
Head 115—Minister of Educa-
tion
Vote No. 5—Services provided
by the Department—Capital
Expenditure 200,000 ”

—[gdmum .98 xR ad 8. 8. ¢ 8d.]

1964 i o ®8 1

2378
&8udm 8l

S8go™ Qe
Jyey SHdved Yo TG
@ € 9HY Mw@

GopBriyn Qsros : o & pr@sefler

apAser aurmse 948 wer

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : PURCHASE
or U. N. Bonbs, Etc.

QY wg 2 owWErNd wmuldm Ba:

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees One hundred and
seventy-one thousand four hundred and
ten (Rs. 171,410) be payable out of the
Consolidated Fund of Ceylon, or any
other fund or moneys of, or at the dis-
posal of, the Government of Ceylon or
from the proceeds of any loans obtained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the
service of the financial year beginning on
1st October, 1963, and ending on 30th
September, 1964, in settlement of
the advance made from the Contingen-
cies Fund for expenditure in the financial
year, lst October, 1961 to 30th Septem-
ber, 1962, on the services specified in the
Schedule hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.

Head 44—Miscellaneous
Services.

Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen- ;
diture 120,000

Vote No. 3—Administration
Charges—Capital Expen-
diture 51,410

171,410”

—[8ec 0@B dmPO wd & & ¢ B d].

S8Z5o® YeE:
SNOED BRSO MDD
SO I3

@Gopplriyn Qsreas: gueQupp e 55
Qwr&ﬁg&&@é@‘g} g{_ﬁ&;rm@& DI T &

FLDLIGTLD

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY | PROVISIONAL
PENsIONS TO RETIRED OFFICERS

O BE D e END uMmudy Buw:

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Fifty thousand
(Rs. 50,000) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
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fund or moneys of, or at the disposal of,
the Government of Ceylon or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service of
the financial year beginning on 1st Octo-
ber, 1963, and ending on 30th Sestember,
1964, and that the said sum may be
expended as specified in the Schedule
hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.
Head 33—Pensions
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture 50,000 *
—[8¢C @®B MBI o 8. 8. ¢ BFD.]

<lolelel~ MOId GF
©. DIED. DAED. BIFOS
M NS O
@epAringh Oros: sorff B

S, L defluy. I_L}G‘fﬂ!L/. FCT G EISTT  DJGUIT &HL_

@& sewemofls Qar@luere)

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY:. Ex-GRATIA
GRANT TO DRr. C. W. W. KANNANGARA

) g D owI¥rN®d wwuldm Jao:

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Ten thousand
(Rs. 10,000) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
fund or moneys of, or at the disposal of,
the Government of Ceylon or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service of
the financial year beginning on 1st Octo-
ber, 1963, and ending on 30th September,
1964, in settlement of the advance made
from the Contingencies Fund for expen-
diture in the financial year, 1st October,
1962 to 30th September, 1963, on the ser-
vices specified in the Schedule hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.
Head 33—Pensions.
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture 10,000 ”

—[8ed @eB eompe o&h 8. Bite

B Bnj

Bewldm Y% e DG

2380
e8udém 8¢

888o» YCE:
NS HEOE Y WD SICD

BDERNDG 5C) LT ISHSD
B BWOEN B0 ©;H®

@G@pplrign Qsras : G50 5T N,
o, Caerremenn 9968ms 55
Qi BT E&E@HLD SO LIT L& @HLD
Qarerapse O&FLs®

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY: PURCHASE

oF MACHINERY & KEQUIPMENT FOR

AGRICULTURE & ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
DEVELOPMENT

O uvg 2 oWl wmuldm Ta:

“ That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees One million six hun-
dred and ninety-two thousand seven
hundred and seventy-seven (Rs. 1,692,777
be payable out of the Consolidated Fund
of Ceylon, or any other fund or moneys
of, or at the disposal of, the Government
of Ceylon or from the proceeds of any
loans obtained by the Government of Cey-
lon, for the service of the financial year
beginning on 1st October, 1963, and ending
on 30th September, 1964, and that the
said sum may be expended as specified
in the Schedule hereto:—

Schedule
Rs.
Head 134—Department of .
Agriculture
Vote No. 7—Economic Deve-
lopment—Capital Expendi-
ture e 1,692,177

—[2:8298, gexd x VD6 WOun EEAe H.O9B
cd5NdO aé 8. 8. ¢ BT ).

s8gon 8¢E:
ed&i PICH® eSSV :
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY: DEPARTMENT
oF INLAND REVENUE: FURNITURE AND
OrricE REQUISITES

VY Bg O ewdzNd wmudd®» Ba:

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Forty thousand
(Rs. 40,000) be payable out of the Conso-
lidated Tund of Ceylon, or any other fund

e orpr@
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or moneys of, or at the disposal of, the
Government of Ceylon or from the pro-
ceeds of any loans obtained by the Gov-
ernment of Ceylon, for the service of the
financial year beginning on 1st October,
1963, and ending on 30th September, 1964,
in settlement of the advance made from
the Contingencies Fund for expenditure
in the financial year, 1st October, 1961 to
30th September, 1962, on the services
specified in the Schedule hereto :—

Schedule
Rs.
Head 37—Department of Inland
Revenue.
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture 40,000.”

_[8eC @08 00320 ob B. 8. & 8]
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SUPPLEMENTARY SuUPPLY: DEVELOQP-
MENT OF TELECOVIMUNICATION
SERVICES

o e O cwidznd wmuddm Ba:

“That a supplementary sum _not
exceeding Rupees Three million
(Rs. 3,000,000) be payable out of the
Consolidated Fund of Ceylon, or any
other fund or moneys of, or at the dis-
posal of, the Government of Ceylon or
from the proceeds of any loans obtained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the
service of the financial year beginning on
1st October, 1963, and ending on 30th
September, 1964, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto :—

Schedule

Rs.
Head 162—Postal and Tele-
communication Services.

Vote No, 7—Economic Develop-
ment—Capital Expendi-
ture ; .. 3,000,000 ”
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY: RELIEF OF

DISTRESS
0m e O CwWEmm? wMmuddD Sest

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees One million three hun-
dred and fifty thousand (Rs. 1,350,000) be
payable out of the Consolidated Fund of
Ceylon, or any other fund or moneys of,
or at the disposal of, the Government of
Ceylon, or from the proceeds of any loans
obtained by the Government of Ceylon,
for the service of the financial year begin-
ning on 1st October, 1963, and ending on
30th September, 1964, and that the said
sum may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto :— .

Schedule
Rs.
Head 167—Department of
Social Services.
Vote No. 4—Services provided
by the Department—Re-
current Expenditure 1,350,000

—[ectfeBim 90w o oHS cuEd fOB
c2mdD b 8. 8. ¢ B &u.]

a8gom™ QCE:
eQIeS W D DS
@opplrogn Qsros : 1Ber 199 L
L @atrs Q& wer pmpe

'SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY: OPERATION

oF TRAWLERS
oy ug O® clEmnd wmnddm e :

supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Five hundred and
thirty-two thousand and one hundred
(Rs. 532,100) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
fund or moneys of, or at the disposal of,
the Government of Ceylon, or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service of
the financial year beginning on 1st Octo-
ber, 1963, and ending on 30th September,
1964, and that the said sum may be
expended as specified in the Schedule
hereto : —

“'That a

Schedule
Rs.
Head 83—Department of
Fisheries.
Vote No. 6—Economic Deve-
lopment—Recurrent Expen-
diture 532,100 ”

—[2:8B0E®, qund ox G256 =wCuH B
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : RUNNING

EXPENSES OF FiISHERY BY-PRODUCTS
PLANT, ETC.

) B¢ D T ErNd wmdm T

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding Rupees Two hundred and
eleven thousand eight hundred and fifty
(Rs. 211,850) be payable out of the Con-
solidated Fund of Ceylon, or any other
fund or moneys of, or at the disposal of,
the Government of Ceylon or from the
proceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service of
the financial year beginning on 1st
October, 1963, and ending on 30th
September, 1964, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto : —

: Schedule
Head 83—Department of Fisheries. Rs.

Vote No. 6—Economic Develon-
ment—Recurrent Expendi=-
ture 2118503
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FINANCIAL RESERVE FOR DEPARTMENT
OF GGOVERNMENT ELECTRICAL
UNDERTAKINGS

0 ©Edm» cufdznd nwmuddm Ja:

“That this House resolves, that a sum
of Rupees Four million six hundred and
seven thousand three hundred and
twenty-seven (Rs. 4,607,327) out of the
net profits of Rupees Nine million two
hundred and fourteen thousand six
hundred and fifty-four and cents four
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(Rs. 9,214,654.04) of the Department of
Government Electrical Undertakings at
the close of the financial year commen=
cing on October 1, 1961, and ending on
September 30, 1962, shall be set apart as a
financial reserve for the purposes of those
undertakings. ”
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(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I like to raise a matter with the
Hon. Minister of Communications.
The “ Times of Ceylon” today states
that thousands of pounds of butter
from Australia have melted in a
lighter and a warehouse at Kochchi-
kade owing to a “go-slow” by
dockers there.

It is further stated that there
were 1,748 cases of butter unloaded
from a ship on the 28th of August.
The butter has still not been un-
loaded completely from the lighter,
and because of the de'ay in unload-
ing the butter is melting.

The Hon. Minister told us that the
work in the Port of Colombo is going
on very smoothly, but from the news
that we get the work of the Port of
Colombo is not so smooth.

Now, the Government removed the
rebate of two cents that had been
given to the Ports of Galle and
Trincomalee for the export of tea
from those two Ports. After the re-
moval of the rebate one did not ex-
pect any tea shipments from Galle or
Trincoma'ee except tea that is
shipped to the United Kingdom for
the London Auctions. But because
of delays in the Port of Colombo,
shippers have been compel'ed, even
without the rebate, to send some
ships to Galle and Trincomalee.

The lesson of that is this. The re-
bate of two cents was a very neces-
sary concession in view of the
inevitable de'ays that occur in the
Port of Colombo. I am sorry, Sir,
that I have to say that the delays in
the Port of Colombo are inevitable.
This Government made us to think
that there are no more delays in the
Port of Colombo ; but as one can see
from this “ Times of Ceylon ” article
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D @
of this evening, there are delays in
the Port of Colombo which affect
the position in regard to the loading

and unloading of cargoes very
adversely.

Now, as a result of thousands of
pounds of butter melting inside a
lighter and inside a warehouse there
will be an imperceptible rise in the
cost of living.

May I ask the Hon. Minister to
reconsider the matter of the rebate
and to allow tea shipments to be
made from Galle and Trincomalee.
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Adjourned at 8.7 p.m. until
10 a.m., on Wednesday, 2nd
September, 1964,. pursuant to
the Resolution of the House

of 27th August, 1964.
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