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(Qswe@ari)

(The Clerk)

I have to inform this honourable
House that Mr. Speaker is unavoid-

ably absent. I call upon the Deputy
Speaker to take the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
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‘An Act to amend the Companies
Ordinance. .

‘An Act to amend the Institutes of
Chartered Accountants Act,
No. 23 of 1959.°.

‘An Act to amend the Agricultural
Products (Guaranteed Prices
and Control of Hulling and
Milling) Act, No. 33 of 1961.°.

‘An Act to amend the Milk Board
Act.’.
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‘An Act to amend the Veterinary
Surgeons and Practitioners
Act, No. 46 of 1956.°.

‘An Act to amend the Animals Act,
No. 29 of 1958.°.

‘An Act to amend the Rubber
Replanting Subsidy Act.’.

‘An Act to Amend the Army Act.’.
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Veierinary Surgeons and Practi-
tioners (Amendment)

Animals (Amendment)

Rubber Replanting Subsidy (Amena-
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BETTING oN Horse-Racing (REPEAL)
BiLL

[SENATE]
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(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Y.ocal Government ard Home Affairs)
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(3) Treaty Series No. 13 of 1959 relat-
ing to Universal Postal Conven-
tion Ottawa—3rd October, 1957,
together with Final Protocol and
Annexes Detailed Regulations
Provisiors concerning Air Mail.

(4) Treaty Series No. 14 of 1959 relat-
ing to Agreements concerning—
(i) Insured Letters and Boxes,
(ii) Postal Parcels Ottawa—3rd
October, 1957, together with
Final Protocols Detailed Regula-
tions and Annexes.—[&&mémen

m deda @WOsy BEAe q¥Bed
88y T m® AW oh
8. 8 ¢ 85 &.]
sy cOuu 0m» HBFuw wPB Bowlo WD
cZ.

UNIVERSAL PostanL CONVENTION, AND
AGREEMENTS CONCERNING (i) TNSURED
LETTERS AND BoxEs; (ii) PoOSTAL
PARrcELs

& 8. . mTem@ (maiEC ™
B¢ uH9D DOwyy B8 ¢idB)

(Osorres opr. erow. Qu@LIT eV— FLITE,
BP0 CuUré@oursg Sawes)

(The Hon. R. S. Pelpola—Minister of
Posts and Telecommunications)

The following documents printed
by the Ceylon Government as Treaty

Series No. 13 and No. 14 of 1959 have
been''tabled :
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- (1) Thfe Universal Postal Conven-
tion, together with its final
Protocol, Annexes, detailed
Regulations, provisions con-
cerning Airmail, and the
final Protocol to the provi-
sions concerning Airmail.
These  comprise Treaty
Series No. 13 of 1959,

(2) The Agreement concerning
Insured Letters and Boxes,
together with its final Proto-
col and detailed Regulations.

(3) The Agreement concerning
Postal Parcels, together with
its final Protocol and detailed
Regulations, and final Proto-
col to the detailed Regula-
tions.

(2) and (3) comprise Treaty Series
No. 14 of 1959.

Copies of the documents have
already been supplied to the hon.
Members of this House. These docu-

~ments will be in force till the end of
1965. The decisions made at the
Vienna Congress held this year will
be effective from 1st January, 1966.
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'AGBEEMENT BETWEEN THE I. L. O. AND
. CEyLoN GOVERNMENT
& 8. 8. ¢ canlen BS2IA» (@O
WG 2 BN DO EEAC 1 @B)
(Qsorrey erip. 1F. g Geriier &pouisar
—Oagrifle, oLl senwsFsi)
(The Hon. M. P. de Zoysa Siriwardena
—Mirister of Labour and Housing)

The Asian Field Office of the Inter-
national Labour Organization was
located in Bangalore in South.India

for a number of years. The Interna-
tional Labour Organization decided
to transfer its Field Office of Asia
to Colombo and entered into nego-
tiations with the Government of
Ceylon. We welcomed this move
and offered the International Labour
Organization our fullest co-operation.

The agreement between the Inter-
national Labour Organization and
the Ceylon Government was signed.
on 21.11.62 and the Asian Field Office
was formerly opened on 30.4.63.

The desire to locate this important
Field Office in Asia is an indication

-of Ceylon’s growing importance in

world affairs and is a tribute to its
neutrality. Amongst other benefits
that Ceylon would achieve by this
transfer of the Field Office to Colombo
is the inflow of much needed foreign
exchange into the country from
persons attending International and
Regional Conferences, Seminars and
Symposiums. A number of experts
will be stationed in Ceylon and the
close contact between them and the
officers of the Ceylon Government
can be of great importance to the
future development of this island.
There is also the benefit of publicity
gained for Ceylon by locating an In-
ternational Field Office here.
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(Dr W. Dahanayake—Galle)

I present a petition from Mrs. D. F.

Archibald of No. 9, Haveloc ﬁ?%gﬁ
.0rg

Galle. She complains, |
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husband who is a head guard in the
Ceylon Government Railway was
interdicted from duty on 29.3.62. He
was charged in a court of law and
acquitted on 1.6.64. It is now 2} years
since he was interdicted from duty
and 3 months since his acquittal by
court, but still he remains under
interdiction receiving only half his .
salary.

Mrs. Archibald and her five
children are going through a period
of great distress and tribulation. She
asks that her husband should be re-
instated at once.

This is a case of negligence on the
part of the Public Service Commis-
sion because it has delayed to take
action. I hope that the Petitions
Committee when going through this
case will give a direction to the Public
Service Commission that it should
carry out its duties with expedition
and speed.
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CHANNELLED CONSULTATION SERVICE :
FSTABLISHMENT OF CLINIC IN JAFFNA
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Is he aware that by Circular No. 322
of 24.7.64 of the Director of Health
Services, patients are compelled to
consult general practitioners merely
to seek the services of specialists
through the general practitioners ?
(b) Will he consider establishing a
clinic in Jaffna as in Colombo for the
benefit of patients who seek the
services of specialists ?

DAEL. 8. & mBuarss V. (cwaas
WOuD) B¢ WiCe@mm) oC@E D)

(Bm. 9oy 1F. 8. yflugre—sasrsrr
Y& &iler LITTTEnLeT péE ST sh& )

(Mr. W. P. G. Ariyadasa—Parliament-
ary Secretary to the Minister of Health)

(a) Yes, as a general rule. How-
ever, there is provision for direct
consultation by patients in case of
emergency. Specialists function pri-
marily as consultants and it is in the
public interest to ensure as far as
possible that the specialists are avail-
able for consultation in all difficult
cases. This will not be possible if the
time of the specialist is wasted by His

1964 el €28 28
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being in direct charge of private
patients or by the specialist being
called upon to attend to cases which
a general practitioner is quite com-
petent to attend. The general practi-
tioners who is himselt a competent
doctor will be in direct charge
of private patients and will consult
the specialist as and when necessary,
whether for diagnosis or for treat-
ment. (b) Provision has been made
for a consultation clinic in Colombo
mainly for the benefit of patients
from outstations where specialists
are not available. The Health
Department is collecting statistics of
calls and attendance at all secre-
tariats including Jaffna. After these
statistics are collected, the question
of establishing consultation clinics in
provincial  hospitals will  be
considered as a general issue.
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POST OF HANDICRAFTS INSPECTOR
(NORTH AND EAST)
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(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)
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asked the Minister of Education: (a)
Is he aware that the post of Handi-
crafts Inspector (North and East)
has been vacant since 19637 (b) Will
Heotakecsteps to fill this post early ?
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(Mr. S. K. K. Suriarachchi—Parlia-

mentary Secretary to the Minister of
_ Education)

(a) Yes. But arrangements had
been made to attend to the inspec-
tion of handicraft work in Northern
and Eastern Provinces. (b) Action
has been taken to fill this post early.
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NEEVIL VILLAGE EXPANSION SCHEME,
JAFFNA DISTRICT : INTERNAL ROADS
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(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam—on behalf
of Mr. A. Shivasunderam)
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asked the Minister of Land, Irriga-
tion and Power : (a) Is he aware that
internal roads in the Neevil Village
expansion scheme in the Jaffna Dis-
trict were considered urgent and the
D. A. C. and the D. C. C,, Jaffna,
decided to give top priority to this
work about two years ago, but that
so far nothing has been done ? (b)
If so, will he take immediate steps
to have these.roads constructed with-
out delay ?
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)

(@) Yes. The D.AC. and D.CC.

did give this road priority but as

there was no S. D. W. attached to this
kachcheri, this decision could not be
implemented. (b) Yes. Estimates
have been prepared and the work
will be put in hand no sooner the
Maha rains are over.
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MR. B. A. DHARMASENA OF MADITIYAWALA :

CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION FROM HEALTH
DEPARTMENT :
6. T O Lwommd @w, (E3C
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(8. evssioer pusGsry —Gaaua )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Divula~
pitiya)
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Is he aware that the staff of the Miri-
gama Hospital administered an
injection on B. A. Dharmasena of
Maditiyawala on 7.7.64 and that he
was referred to the Surgical Clinie,
G. H.,, Colombo, thereafter as his right
arm was crippled immediately after
the injection ? (b) Is he aware that
he was in Ward 6 B (Reg. No. 48,744)
as his radial nerve had been damaged
due to the injection and  that. he.is
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now completely crippled ? (¢) Will
he take steps to pay him adequate
compensation immediately for the
negligence of the Hospital Staff ?
(d) 1f not, why ?
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(Mr. Ariyadasa)
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EHELIYAGODA HOSPITAL : REPAIRS TO
WARD NO, 8
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(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia)—(on behalf of Mr. P. B. Wije-
sundara—Kiriella)
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Has the estimate for repairing ward
No. 8 of the Eheliyagoda Hospital
been approved, and if so, when ? (b)
What is the delay in carrying out the
necessary repairs to this ward ? (c)
When will this be done ?
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(Pr. Colvin R. de Silva—on behalf of
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asked the Minister of Posts and
Telecommunications : (a) 1Is he
aware that Dehipahala and Keeragala
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have no postal facilities at all ? (b)

Will he take steps to open a Sub-Post
Office in Dehipahala ?
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have to
refer to the death under tragic
circumstances of Mr. R. M. Guna-
sekera who was an honourable
Member of this House. The late
Mr. Gunasekera was elected to the
Bibile electorate in March, 1960. He
took a keen interest in the welfare of
his village and was a popular figure
in his area. He was also the Chair-
man of the Medagama Village
Committee.

I request you, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
to direct the Clerk of the House to
send a copy of these proceedings to
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the members of the bereaved family

and convey to them our deepest
sympathy.
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(sorplE L Lefly. sa@uss)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Sir, I wish to express my sincere
sorrow on the passing away of
Mr, R. M. Gunasekera, the f,rmer
Member for Bibile. I knew the late
Mr. Gunasekera nearly 20 years
ago when I fought the Bibile seat
and I remember him as one 5f the
most valiant fighters for the cause
of the peasants of Wellassa. During
the last 20 years he identified him-
self with every public movement of
importance and, I think, he was a
most exemplary public man. What-
ever may have been his party, Sir,
we have lost a great and wvaliant
fishter and I am sorry that his death
has been brought about under such
tragic circumstances. '
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I wish to associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by both sides
of the House on the death of
Mr. R. M. Gunasekera, ex-Member
of Parliament. I shall request the
Clerk of the House to make a minute
of the proceelings of the mseting
todav and send a copv thereof to the
mernbers of the bereaved familv.
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AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL CREDIT
CORPORATION (AMENDMENT) BILL

“to amend Agricultural and Industrial
Credit Corporation Ordinance.”
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S1TTING OF THE HOUSE

oé 8. 8. ¢ 8D
(QOsorres &. (5. 19 Govaur)
{The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I move,

“That this House at its rising this day
do adjourn until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, 29th
September, 1964.”
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@y 5 @& dcew dedd®
g8 RDES

L Lierii).

(&m}ﬁrj,?r.%] F&@)ES )
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

We should like to know what the
time table will be in the comin
month. There is the Press Bill that
will be coming up very soon. We
want to know what arrangements
will be made for a full debate on the
Press Bill. I am sure the Hon.
Leader of the House will agree with
me that it will be very necessary to
debate the Press Bill {fully. We
cshould like to know what the time
table will be in the comins weeks
so that we may be able to make
arrangements for our other work,
Are we meeting next week ? How
many days does the Hon. Leader of
the House propose that we should
meet next month ? Has he any idea
of the time table for the Sittings of
this House ?

Then there are certain other very
important questions. There are
certain Motions of which notice has
been given. One is the Motion under
the names of several Members of the
Opposition concerning the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee. There
are various other Motions of
importance. There is also the White
Paper on Education that is pending.

It is, therefore, very necessary that
hon. Members should have an idea
of what the Sittings of the House
will be during the coming months.
Has the Hon. Leader any idea of the
time table ?

o& & 8. ¢ B8
(Qsorrey &. (F. 19 Hevaur)
(The Hon. C. P. de Silva)

I quite agree with the hon. Member
for Galle (Dr. W. Dahanayake) that
hon. Members should have an idea
of what the Sittings will be and
What the programme of work will be.

I chall take the matter up through
the  wswval  channels and settle it,
prebably by tomorrow.
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gl ARVED. camw

(s fl&@ L loly. sa@uEs)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake) .

I think the Hon. Leader of the
House has already given a promise

about the Motion that deals with the
appointment of a Select Committee.

Yo »e SQum ¢, wwm uC®m 8.

O SBEDE 53D, 1961-62
Wena erd@l vewrh, 1961-62
Excess Votes, 1961-62
;oD 8NCDBE wWEm ACH Co.

BocT s DSHNEWDPD GerRznsd Jo.

b @da 9. d8. euvedd (8:C
§GoOR)

(Qaorras seorflF erer. erib., QUGrrr—
B yowsEsr) :

(The Hon, Dr. N. M. Perera—Minister
of Finance)

These are all Excess Votes which
have not been disallowed by the
Public Accounts Committee.

H&w VDED. covznem

(sorfle Llefly. s&E@)wss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Excess Vote No. 6 is for a sum of
Rs. 37,204.06. Will the Hon. Minister
of Finance please give us some idea
of what this is about ?

aé Hndi Y. OO, cweld
(Qsorras sorfG) erer. erwn. QuUCrrm)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Shall we pass Excess Votes 1 to 5 7?
Then we can take up 6.

0 Be O» cwd¥rznd wewuddm Ja:

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 33.29 be
granted to make good an excess, reported
by the Public Accounts Committee on
Head 60, Vote 2, Estimates 1961-62.
[o& @8 O3, 38, czedh]

Oy e 9% cwWEInd Smxddy Jw:

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 10,671.58
be granted to make good an excess,
reported by the Public Accounfs Com-
mittee on Head R85, Vote 4, \Es‘rimates
2361-62. [0& qen8w Ozf. &¥itwedidk]

1964 e’ @8 28
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That a sum not exceeding Rs. 10,820.50
be granted to make good an excess,
reported by the Public Accounts Com=-
mittee on Head 99, Vote 2, Estimates
1961-62. [0& @d:8w 3. I8, exelskh]

0 g 2 cwIdrnd xwuldm Ju:

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 9,595.64
be granted to make good an excess,
reported by the Public Accounts Com-
mittee on Head 102, Vote 6, Estimates
1961-62. [a& @didn Ox). 98, cuedh]

Oy Bg 0 CwW¥snd umwldw Za:

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 21,699.43
be granted to make good an excess,
reported by the Public Accounts Com-
mittee on Head 164, Vote 6, Estimates
1961-62. [o& ¢dw O3, 98, exed&K]

o phde Y. DO, eveddh
(Qsorrey sevrflG) erew. erb. Quirom)
(The Hon. Dr. N, M. Perera)

I move,

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 37,204.06
be granted to make good an excess,
reported by the Public Accounts Com-
:{réig:ieegz on Head 169, Vote 2, Estimates

The provision allowed ' in the
Estimates 1961-62 under this parti-
cular Head was Rs. 10,800,000. The
previous year the amount was
Rs. 11,430,000, which was far below
the actual requirements, according
to the department. The total
expenditure in 1961-62 amounted to
Rs. 11,530,000. During the course of
the financial year, savings to the
extent of Rs. 625,000 were transferred
from anticipated expenditure under
certain sub-heads of Vote No. 2.
However, on finalization of the
accounts of the year, some sub-heads
were found to have been exceeded,
Having set off all the available
savings within the Vote against the
excess, there was ctill a balance of
Rs. 30,000 to be covered mainly due
to very heavy expenditure incurred
at the end of the vyear under
Sub-head 13, “Maintenance and
improvements of telecommunication
Services. ”’

g e S0um cfsY, swmuddm S,

BB 1 80 6 ¢u'Dr BedwdAm SBDD ey

=T 0 5l :
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0G @de Y. 98, cuedds
(Oaerrey sewrpls erer. erw. QuGrTr)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

I move,

“That the House doth agree with the
Commuittee in the said Resolutlons.”

g@’ me S0um» i, wwuldm Ja.

D@ GORHIE gHOSHD,
1960-61

ard@liuer tloss Geeey, 1960-61

Excess Vortes, 1960-61

o0& @l DuY. 8. cueddh
(Qserrey sarfli erer. erw. QuUGTmT)
(The Hon. Dr, N. M. Perera)

I move:

“That, notwithstanding the proviso to
paragraph 5 of Standing Order No. 129,
this House do resolve itself into a Com-
mittee to consider grants to make good
Excesses on the sum granted for the
financial year 1960-61.”

May I move that the House do now

go into Committee.
g Mo wmBEa D GE.

8. cu@onY ¥l Ow. (DYBE)
(B . O ar  puPrap—evs )
(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Wattala)

There are no details given. -

aé Bk Y. DO, cuedd

(Ozorrey sor B s erer. ertb, QuGrrm)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

You will find the details in the
Auditor-General’s Report. The finan-
cial accounts will carry all the
details.

If the hon. Member presses, I have
no objection to taking it up to-
MOrTOW.

25830ty Dca.
(5m. suimen)
(Mr. Jayasinghe)
Tomorrow.

Bewldn @5IF LeFDE®
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oS pnde V. OO, cwedd
(Csersan @eowrplE erer. ertb. QuUGTTm)
(The Hon. Dr, N. M. Perera)

If the hon. Member seriously
objects, I do not mind taking it up
tomorrow. May I point out that all
these are Excess votes, 1960-61, ap-
proved by the Public Accounts Com-
mittee as not being disallowed.

BcsEdory Ded.

(8@ guenap)

(Mr. Jayasinghe)

In that case I have no objection to
taking them up now.

oS @l Y. DO, cuedd
(Qserras @eoorfls) erer. erib. QuGrrr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

These are formal items of two or
three years ago which are just clut-
tering up the Order Paper. I have no
objection to taking them up tomor-
row. The details are there in the
financial accounts. If the hon. Mem-
ber feels that I should formally move
them, I am prepared to do it
tomorrow.

s e F0u®» G, wwmsddm B

éDuemd 1964

gand 2.

ST 29 om

SO50® 8B : 2E » Bel
Wo0CR FOBReS 6ICOED
SBHE 1€

G®»p  proypQsres: | sured, s58
Iings, ens@iu Cagertd pseiiuer :

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY :
MiNisTRY oF PosTts AND TELECOM-
MUNICATIONS, PERSONAL
EMoOLUMENTS, ETC.

od sideme
(Q@erres QuOGLITE)
(The Hon. Pelpola)

I move :

“That a supplementary sum not
exceeding cRupees Seventy-seven thou-
sang “two) hundred and eighty-six

(==
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(Rs. 77,286) be payable out of the Conso-

lidated Fund of Ceylon or any other fund

or moneys of, or at the disposal of the
Government of Ceylon, or from the pro-
ceeds of any loans obtained by the
Government of Ceylon, for the service of
the financial year beginning on 1st
October, 1963, and ending on 30th Sep-
tember, 1964, and that the said sum may
'}b;e expended as specified in the Schedule
ereto : —

SCHEDULE
' Rs.
New Head 163—Minister of
Posts and Telecommunica
tions
Vote No. 1—Personal emolu-
ments and other allowances
of staff 50,495 _
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture | 26,791
77,286

This sum is required to meet the
cost of salaries, cost-of-living and
other allowances, travelling, statio-
nery, furniture, electric current and
rent for housing.

gl Mo smB8a ném» CL

g. on. 2.43

&nde ADED. cHNGW
(soorf 5 L Liefly. ga@WEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
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o8 emmE 8 @b, ¢ BED
(sorfe Qasredler oy 19 SHdeur)
(Dr, Colvin R. de Silva)

We want aeroplanes
pigeons. :

and not

e BAES. cnEND

(srfH L Lefly. ga@u&s)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

It is not that I prefer the pigeons.

The pigeons will do better than the
“Pelpola Service ”.
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g8 o I @8, ¢ BE o
(Qréi_ir Qsreveiler . g Govaur )
(Dr, Colvin R. de Silva)

Pigeons make good pie.

arnde DED. ¢HBZNGD

(T plG L Lell. &8@)U&EsS)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
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(Mr. A. H. Macan Markar—Second
Batticaloa)

I find that in the Order Paper
items Nos. 3 to 22 deal with
Supplementary  Estimates  which
were only presented today and I do
not know whether hon. Members
would have had sufficient opportunity
and time to go through them. How-
ever, in view of the fact that the
financial year is soon coming to an
end, I personally have no objection
to these items being taken up for
discussion in order that the
Supplementary Estimates may be
passed in time.

Having-regard to the unsatisfactory
state of affairs in the Posts and Tele-
communications Department during
the past several years, I do not know
what prompted the Hon. Minister to
accept this particular portfolio. I am
afraid he is faced with a very uphill
task in putting things right in the
short time that is left at the disposal
of this Government. However, I
wish him the best.

The first matter I wish to touch
upon is this. Rumours are rife that
a fantastic rent is being paid for the
offices in Ceylinco House of the
Minister of Posts and Telecommuni-
cations. It is alleged that something
between Rs. 50 to Rs. 60 thousand is
being paid by way of rent a year. 1
do not know whether this is correct,
but I would like the Hon. Minister to
tell us what rent is being paid so that
we may be able to gauge whether it
is fair or otherwise.

Hewldn @535 CeFVCE
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Then I would recer to the faulty
way 1n wialch teiephones runcuion.
Invariably one gets the wrong
numper even when the dialing s
done correctly. This has been the
experiesce 0L &4 numoper oL supscripers
in the Colombo Town area. 1 feel,
therefore, that the Minister should
consider compensating subscribers by
reducing the cnarge on each call that
is made. That, | think, is a f{fair
request in view of the fact, as I have
just pointed out, that telephones do
not function properly; generally a
subscriber gets the wrong numbaer.

There have been occasions when,
after getting the wrong number
several times, one has tried to get in
touch with the exchange supervisor
in order to make a complaint, but it
would appear that she is on “ sleeping
duty ”. I recall a particular Sunday
when, after I had got the wrong
number several times, I tried to get
in touch with the supervisor without
success. 1 held the line for ten to
fifteen minutes and, as there was no
reply, I got in touch with the lady
dealing with trunk calls and com-
municated to her my complaint only
to be told that it was not her business
to attend to such complaints.

It would appear that on Sundays
particularly these exchange girls and
supervisors do not attend to their
duties and go “off . If these ladies
are going to attend to their duties in
this way on a Sunday, I would ask

the Minister to consider an
alternative  worthwhile  Sunday
service.

I also find that in regard to my
constituency, that is, Batticaloa,
letters take two or three days to get
there. I would ask the Hon. Minister
to take steps to see that letters are
delivered the day after they are
posted. Recently, after having posted
several letters to Batticaloa from
Colombo, I went by train to Batti-
caloa, only to find that the letters
which I had posted days before my
journey had not reached Batticaloa.
It is time that the postal authorities
took steps to see that letters are
delivered expeditiously.

The other point is with regard to
the tampering of mails. Letters con-
taining cheques and other enclosures
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are often tampered with. I find that
the only way to avoid pilfering is not
to pin cheques etc. on to letters so
that the postal peons or sorters will
not, be able to suspect that there are
cheques, etc., inside envelopes.

I believe that the whole fault lies
in the manner of recruitment of pos-
tal sorters and peons. When the
department requires some personnel
of this category they rush to the
Employment Exchange to get t.e
necessary empbloyees to fill these
positions and the result is that un-
desirable elements creep into the
department. I would suggest that
there should be a proper screening
before recruitment is made and you
can get this done by asking the
police to submit a report to you. I
think as a result of indiscriminate
recruitment undesirable persons
have got into the postal service and
are resvonsible, by and large, for
most of the destruction of letters,
tampering with letters that have
taken place, and the losses that have
been caused to the department.

I do not wish to speak at great
lensth although there is much to be
said with regard to the Postal and
Telecommunication Department. I
hope and trust that the Hon. Minister
will remedy these shortcomings and
defects and give us a very efficient
postal and telecommunication service
in the near future.
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(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

There are one or two small
matters I would like to raise with
the Hon. Minister. I hope he will
grant this indulgence and look into
these matters. :

There is only one telephone line to
Jaffna from Colombo. After the
military came to the North most of
the time this line is engaged by the
military to transmit their messages.
I do not know whether they are
carrying on private conversations on
this line or what they do, but one
%ﬁ%@l@gﬁﬁ@tﬁ@“‘that most of the time

ahiam.org
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the telephone line is busy with
conversations that the military

carries on with its superiors in
Colombo.

I have received complaints that
even Members of Parliament have
to wait more than one or two hours
before they get the priority calls
booked by them. Private persons,
particularly businessmen who want
urgent calls to Colombo, find that
they have to wait sometimes three to
four hours before they are put
through.

I think the
must ask the military either to
have their own telephone line or
some other form of communication
between Colombo and the military
post in Jaffna, or, to confine their
conversations to the night or some
such odd time when the people
normally do not use the telephone.
After all, the subscribers pay good
money to have these telephone
facilities, and they should have a
chance to make good use of these
facilities according to their con-
venience and requirements.

The other matter to which I would
like to refer is the distortion one
finds when telegramsg given in Tamil
are transmitted. Quite often the
sense of the telegrams that are sent
is entirely. distorted and a different
meaning is given to the message
when the telegram reaches the
person to whom it has been sent.

I know of one instance where the
telegram was given in this form in
Tamil : “ oy abr lssuubsa; QT
oas@  am@Gper”  “Prepare the
people. I am coming tonight.” When
the telegram reached the other end it

read : “ oysardr gt se ; QI
&6 (& aum& G per “ Prepare the
sister. I will come fonight.” ! I
think this sort of distortion 1is

something that the Hon. Minister
should look into. I do not know
how these distortions arise; I
do not know what the position is in
Sinhala, but in Tamil these distor-
tions appear quite often, and I hope
the Hon. Minister will look into the
matter.

Postal Department

N
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I would once again re-echo the
sentiments expressed by the hon.
Member for Vaddukkoddai (Mr.
Amirthalingam) that facilities to
send telegrams in Tamil at least
from areas where there is a fair-
sized population of Tamils should be
available. For example, in the post
office at Pussellawa where there is a
sizable proportion of Tamils, there
are no facilities to send telegrams in
Tamil. I think, if not in all post
offices at least in the post offices in
areas where there is a sizable pro-
portion of Tamils among the popu-
lation, such facilities to send tele-
grams in Tamil should be available.

When I wrote to the Postmaster-
General with regard to the lack of
facilities to send telegrams in Tamil
in the post office at Pussellawa, I
was told that it is only when 25 per
cent of the population are Tamil-
speaking that facilities are provided,
and when they calculate this 25 per
cent they do not take the stateless
people into account. They state,
therefore, that Pussellawa is an area
where facilities to send telegrams in
Tamil could not be wvrovided. I
think almost all post offices in areas
where there is a sizable Tamil
population, particularly in the
up-country, should have facilities
to send telegrams in Tamil.
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(Mr. Jayasinghe)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me first
wish the Hon. Minister well in his
new capacity as Minister of Posts and
Telecommunications. We are aware
that the telecommunication system as
it exists today is a very old system
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not capable of handling the increased
services of the day. I do hope that
in the near future, with the comple-
tion of the new exchange, he will be
able to give us a better service. But
there are certain remedies that he
may be able to effect even under the
present system, particularly the
allocation of telephones.

For the Western Province, for our
area, we have an Assistant Com-
missioner of Education at Gampaha.
His office serves Negombo, Katana,
Chilaw, Wattala, Kelaniya, Dompe,
Veyangoda, Ja-Ela and other electo-
rates which are around that area. As
a matter of fact, about a month ago
I was with the hon. Member for
Gampaha at this education office, and
we found that the assistant commis-
sioner has no telephone. He looks
after about ten or fifteen electorates,
but his office has not been installed
with a telephone, I do hope the Hon.
Minister will look into this matter.
Apart from that, it was only the day
before yesterday, that a very nasty
accident was averted in my electo-
rate. We had to rush a vehicle for the
use of the electrical linesman. There
is a sub-station and linesmen’s quar-
ters at Hendala to look after the
leprosy hospital, factories in the
neighbourhood, and so on. I under-
stand that they made an application
for a telephone well over two years
ago. There was a break-down in the
electricity service and there was a
live wire fallen on the main Hendala
road. It could have caused very
serious injuries to the people using
that road. There was no way of con-
tacting the electrical repair service
station because there was no tele-
phone connection to the sub-station.
I hope the Hon. Minister will take
this matter up early.

There is then another matter I wish
to bring to the notice of the Hon.
Minister, and that is regarding tele-
phone fees. I know the Hon. Minis-
ter of Finance in his Budget Speech
said that many of the old taxes which
were unjust would be removed.
When he was on this side of the
House, he was a vehement opponent
of the enhanced telephone tax, and I
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wonder if the Hon. Minister will be
able to take up this matter with the
Hon. Minister of Finance and see
whether the subscriber’s fee of
Rs. 500 for a telephone cannot be
adjusted.

There is also this matter of trunk

" calls even in our area which is only

about six or seven miles from
Colombo. We have an auto-exchange,
pbut after the auto-exchange Wwas
installed, it is very difficult to get a
trunk call. The auto-exchange serves
us to speak freely in Wattala, but if
somebody in Wattala wants to speak
to someone in Kurunegala they
think that because we are served
with an auto-exchange we do not
deserve much notice to be taken of.
1 hope the Hon. Minister will look
into this matter also.

Another matter I wish to bring to
the notice of the Hon. Minister is in
regard to the various unions in the
Postal Department. The Hon. Minis-
ter is reported to have made a state- -
ment, which I saw in the press, saying
that there are far too many unions
and it is not possible to deal with so
many unions; he had said that he
would prefer if they all formed one
union, and so on. I must say that
many of the workers who belong to
those unions work under what I
would call abnormal conditions. Some
of them probably get a little more
than what they should get when com-
pared with what others get, but, by
far and large, the majority of them
are forced to work under very trying
circumstances. Their duties make
them go out in all types of weather.
They are open to all types of risks
and, I must say, their demands are
in most cases fair and reasonable. To
attempt not to settle these demands
merely because “ there are too many
unions ”’ and on the ground that one
does not know which union ‘to deal
with, is not going to solve the
problems. '

These are essential services which
must always be looked after well
because the community at large
depends to a great extent on the effi-
cient running of these services. I
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would like to know from the Hon.
Minister whether he has now been
able to bring about some co-ordina-
tion among these unions with regard
to the demands put forward by them,
whether he is conducting any nego-
tiations with them or whether he is
prepared to consider their demands
at all. Some of the champions of
these demands—the erstwhile cham-
pions of these demands—are no
longer with them, but that is no
reason for us to be complacent. If the
demands are just and fair, irrespec-
tive of who champions them, it is my
belief that those demands should be
granted.

I also want to take up the question
of temporary services in the Postal
Department. There are various types
of temporary and casual service<
such as sub-post masters and substi-
tute delivery peons—a whole host of
them. It is time that something was
done about this matter. In this
department there are temporary
employees who have been working
for long periods of time and who due
to some mishap or other cannot con-
tinue to do so and so have nothing to
look forward to in the future. I would
ask the Hon. Minister to at least give
such employees some form of prefer-
ence when vacancies in the depart-
ment are filled. If you say that for
any particular post the minimum
gualification is S. S. C.,, then, let a
person who has served in the depart-
ment as a temporary or casual worker
for a certain period, though he may
not have the necessary qualification
but has something close to it, say,
J. S. C, he given some form of con-
cession. I am aware that this question
of employing casual and temporary
workers has been taken up by the
Hon. Minister of Finance, but I find
that it has not been in any way effec-
tive in this Ministry. I would like
to know whether casual and tem-
porary employees in this Ministry
are now peing made permanent. I
would like a categorical answer from
the Hon. Minister, because the Hon.
Minister of Finance has given a
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ruling on this. I would like to know

how far this ruling has been given
effect to in this Ministry.
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What is the reason for it? You.
must be annoying the telephone

girls)
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(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)
T 288 Qe g mw.
What is the reason ? That is why

I am asking why preference is given
to Federal M.Ps.

183D B3 @ Desn.
(Dp. @urawrenfléstin)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

You must be
telephone girls.

annoying the
3. ¢ 2. J. qmens dw.
(Bgp. arov. 1 aron. &, HeCrsar)

(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)

I know that at “ Sravasti” when-
ever a Federal M.P. books a call,
they say, “Just hold the line”, and
they get the line in three or four
minutes. I do not know why. That
is my point.

51531 By D Dcan.
(D@®. @rreFwranilasin)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

The telephone girls are becoming
Federalist-minded.

3. ¢ 8. &. game’wé dw.
(Blap. eTev. - erov. ar. Gl rssr)
(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)

You are enjoying by night.

S BN 2 Qe
(8. @rirgwretssid)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

They must be avoiding you by
night.—[Interruption]. Some people
at “ Sravasti ” are very dangerous at
night. That must be the reason why
they avoid such people.

8SC B2 9w, (CNERHBY D)
(8. @A w&u—0sraerer)
(Mr. Cyril Mathew—Kolonna)

Your line is always engaged at
night.
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"(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)

I do not know whether my line is
engaged or whether others’ lines are
engaged.
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HSD: “432, 432, 2244 is ringing, no
answer ; shall I cancel the call 7?7
ey Ged R ©lc)

e !

88wl &.
&F &2 CaeDE c@cm®
“ Can you please just tell me the time
that I booked the telephone call ?”
288 @9 “Ne - use, ''of
of the time that you booked the call,
2244 is ringing, no answer ;+shall I
cancel the call ?? &8 @& HEd:
“This is the M. P. for Kalawana
speaking, can you tell me the time
I booked the call? & & gZefSEd
g ed ‘@9 enmicO® o™ &Sew
cee 950 €8, ey 210 & =@ Beed
G 8" B OED Bwme :

“You are
not the only person who has booked

‘ official ’ private calls. There are so
maryicothers. ”
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BRI L% DS ENGEDDO,
(971 5 & FLIT BT WIS )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please !

HOD e,
(8@ amlbs5)
(Mr. Hameed)

Mr. Marikkar

the
S P

belongs to

9C. ¢ 9, J. 9o DS .
((@@ GTQV. 19. GTGW. &F. @onCrgar)
(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)

And he belongs to your race.

HED der,

(@)L opiBs)

(Mr. Hameed)

How many people in your party
got caught to the Bribery Commis-

sion. Do not make that sort of
remark.

AC. ¢ V. T. 9@;me S e

(8. earev. 19 eraw. a7. GG Fgsr)

(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)

DG WDEC DO msYems
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Sr18@a BN 8 .

(@@ @rrFwrenflésts)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, the Member
for Kalawana made an important
revelation or confession.

0C. ¢ o, ¥. g wd Ow.
(,@@ oTeV. 9 T, . G CFEeT)
(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)

It is a fact.

St B D O,
(8. @rrFwrenlsats)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)
He said that the Federal Party
Members of Parliament get favour-
able treatment from the telephonists

both in regard to their night calls as
well as their day calls.

o¢. ¢ o, T, gsme’wé Q.
(5. oov. 1 eron. ar. GHewCadar)
(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)
Especially for night calls.

13 B DO @
(8. Qrrewrafsaih)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

I am not surprised that the Member
for Kalawana has not received thig
treatment. If the Federal Party
Meimnbers have received any
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preference at all from the tele-
phonists in the Central Telegraph
Office, it must be really due to
their decency and gentlemanly
behaviour in the use of the lines
because I can understand the
Member for Kalawana disturbing
the telephone girls during night and
day and even harassing them to the
point of striking.

@, ¢ Ow. ¥. gmowd DS Ow.

(S aT. 19 Gren. af. @m@gfé;&g‘)

(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)

I have never had telephone calls
at night.

Srs@ B D Ocdn.
(9. @urewrenflssin)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)
So I am not surprised that he
should have such complaints to make.
But if he wants to get his calls
quickly he should contact the Federal
Party Members who will tell him the
secret of it, that is, join the Federal
Party.

3C. ¢ ¥, J. g wd .
(8. eTe. g GTeV. Gf. @G EaT)
(Mr. L. de S. A. Gunasekera)

I never go after them and trouble
them.

Sran BN D .
(9. @rrairenfEsin)
(Mr. Rasamanickam)

That is by the way. With regard
to the Ministry of Posts, it deals with
the day-to-day activities of the
people. It is the one department
which is most in contact with the
people in their day-to-day life. So
much so, it is not surprising that
there should be criticism of the
activities of the department, its short-
comings and even its inability to
cope with the volume of work that
it has to face.

It is easy to criticise but still I am
not really going to pay them a com-
pliment as such. But I must say
there is one fact that must be realized,
namely, that the volume of wotk
both in the telecommunications

Bewldm @535 SeHFDC®
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section and in the postal section has
increased by such leaps and bounds
that the departments and the Minis-
try are unable to cope with the
situation. So we should now sit and
think of ways and means of not only
modernizing and streamlining the
administration but also providing
labour-saving devices, the necessary
personnel and equipment to deal with
the situation adequately. I should
think that that is the problem of the
postal services.

About ten years ago, I think, we
had almost half the number of tele-
phones that we have today. Then
the volume of traffic through the
postal services was not so heavy as
it is now. So that in reality we have
got to face the new situation and find
ways and means of meeting it. That,
I think, is the task before the
Minister.

The Posts and Telecommunications
Department has two branches. One
deals with the postal services; the
other, with the telecommunication
and engineering services. I believe,
of late, if I am informed correctly,
there is a tussle going on between
these two sections. There is non-co-
operation and a lack of co-ordination
between these two sections. That is
one of the reasons why the postal
and the telecommunication services
have not been properly co-ordinated
and administered efficiently. If I
may say so, there is a difference of

opinion as to whether the Post

Master-General himself should con-
trol the engineering section or the
engineering section should act
independent of the Post Master-
General. . These two heads of
departments have not been getting
on well departmentally in that there
is no co-operation between the
engineering section and the postal
section and its head. I think that is
one of the reasons why there is a
certain amount of inefficiency in the
department. I have no doubt that
if this aspect is tackled properly the
Hon. Minister will be able to improve
the service to some extent.

- With regard to the telephone
services Imust agree with what many
othér“Hon!” Members of this House
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have said about inefficiency in the
service. In the case of both local
calls in places where no automatic
systems exist and trunk calls, there
is not only a delay but also a lack of
courtesy on the part of those who
operate the telephone services. Both
long-distance and short-distance calls
‘take so much of time that one could
even motor up to the place one
wishes to call and return before the
call is put through.

A few days ago I wanted to put
through a call from Kalawanchikudi
to Kalmunai which is only a distance
of about eight miles. It was an
urgent call in which I wanted to
contact the officer-in-charge of the
Kalmunai station. I booked the call
from the Batticaloa Post Office. It
took me almost 13 hours to get the
call. It was only a matter of eight
miles and one must appreciate and
understand the annoyance and incon-
venience caused by such delay to a
Member of Parliament, who is always
fichting for time when he is in his
electorate, if he cannot get a call
quickly.

The Hon. Minister may investigate
these matters and see if the switch
boards are inadequately staffed or if
there is inefficiency in the post offices
where telephone services are being
operated.

It is very rarely that one gets a
trunk call within half an hour or
forty-five minutes; sometimes it
takes about two or three hours.
When one books a call to a Govern-
ment office from an outstation some-
times when the call comes through
one finds that the office is either
closed for lunch or closed for the day.
The Hon. Minister should probe into
the cause of such delay.

I should like to make a few
observations in re ggrd to the
problems that exist in my own

constituency and district and I hope
the Hon. Minister will take note of
them and deal with them during
the next financial year. First and
foremost I shall refer i@ the trunk

1964 e 5 @& 28
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line between Colombo and Batti-
caloa. Between these two stations
there is only one trunk line and it
has to accommodate the calls from
Colombo to Batticaloa North, Batti-
caloa South, including all post
offices, and even the Gal Oya area
so much so that this fact is trotted
out generally as a reason for trunk
call delays: the postal authorities say
they have only one line to operate
through and that, as a result, these
calls get delayed. I would request
the Hon. Minister to act on the
suggestion already made that an
additional line be provided from
Colombo to Batticaloa. There is only
one trunk line existing and it 1is
unable to cope with the volume of
traffic between the entire Batticaloa
and Amparai Districts and Colombo.
That is a matter that the Hon. Minis-
ter might consider before the next
financial vear.

Coming on to my own constituency,
there was a request made for a

sub-post office to be built at
Kalawanchikudi. The present post
office is housed in a rented out

building and is in such a dilapidated
condition that the postal workers
have threatened to strike if a suitable
building is not provided for them. I
made an effort to find a new building
to house the post office and informed
the department accordingly, but as
a result of the department failing to
make arrangements with the land-
lord in regard to the question of
rent, the landlord had given the
house on rent to some other party.
Now the post office continues to be
in the same old building and is
likely to collapse as soon as the
rains begin. Not only that, unless
arrangements are made to find an
alternative building the postal
department may be faced with a
strike by the postmaster and the
staff. I would therefore ask the
Hon. Minister to provide for a new
post office at Kalawanchikudi at least
in the next financial year. There
is an extent of land belonging
to the Government which has been
reserved for the post office, and the
department could commence work
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on it by buildins the post office first.
As far as quarters for officers are
concerned, they could be built in the
subsequent years.

With regard to the upgrading of
sub-post offices, there are many sub-
post offices in my area which are ‘C’
grade sub-post offices and which can
very well be upgraded into ‘B’
grade sub-post offices. The tussle in
regard to the upgrading of ‘ C’ grade
sub-post offices is due to these sub-
post offices being allowed to function
within limited resources and with
limited functions. For instance, they
do not issue money orders ; they are
allowed to issue postal orders only ;
they are not allowed to deal with the
payment of salaries to teachers ; they
are not allowed to deal with the
payment of public assistance and
they do not deal with insured letters,
so much so that the people from
these areas have to go to the next
big post office to avail themselves of
these facilities. Thus these ¢ C’ grade
sub-post offices are handicapped as a
result. One of the requirements laid
down by the department is that when
o sub-po-t office asks to be upgraded
it must show a certain number of
ynit requirements. These ‘C’ grade

\ sub-post offices cannot earn units
because they are not allowed to do
that work. :

I have one or two sub-post offices
in my area. In one place there are
130 people who draw public assis-
tance and they have to go 5 miles to
.get that assistance.

HOD Ocom.
(@t emibs)
(Mr. Hameed)
Shame, shame!

S By 8 De.

(D5 @rrewranssin)

(Mr. Rasamanickam)

If these sub-post offices are
upgraded they will, within a few
months, earn not only the required
units, but double and treble  the
unit requirements.

Bewl sy @535 esACH
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I would wish particularly to
mention Kurumbanweli = sub-post
office which is a ‘C’ grade sub-post
office, 6 or 7 years old. If this sub-
post office is upgraded today it will
earn a sufficient number of units to
have it upgraded as an ‘A’ grade
sub-post office. One of the reasong
put forward by the department when
I wrote to them was that these sub-
post offices do not earn enough units,
I will assure you, Sir, that there are
not only people who draw public
assistance, but alsp people who draw °
their T. B. allowances, and there are
also more than half a dozen schools
whose staff could be paid their
salaries at this sub-post office. There-
fore, I would earnestly request the
Hon. Minister to look into the
requirements of this sub-post offica.

Then there are also Palukamam,
Dittodai and Kodikala <cub-post
offices in my area which have really
reached the unit mark to be upgraded
and I hope that without delay you
will upgrade them.

The next question is with regard
to telephone facilities to sub-post
offices in my area. There are three

sub-rost  offices which require
telephone facilities. @ This matter
was' Adiscussed at the District
Co-ordinating Committee of the
Batticaloa Kachcheri and the co-

ordinating committee has given
priority to this. The first one is
Muthalaikuda Sub-Post Office which
is just half a mile from the main
telephone line that runs to
Kalmunai, so that the additional line
you need to connect this sub-post
office is just about half a mile in
lencth and the balance lines can be
run on the existing lines that go to
Kakkoddicholai Sub-Post Office. This
will not involve much of an
expenditure.

Then at Kurumpvanveli there is
another sub-post office. This sub-
post office ic about three-fourths of a
mile from the main telephone line,
and once it is upgraded it too
should be provided with telephone

facilifies. '
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The other sub-post office is at
Palukman. It also needs just about
half a mile of additional line to be
connected to the main line. This
sub-post office too should be provided
with telephone facilities; it can be
done with very little expenditure.

The fourth one is Kodekaly Sub-
Post Office which is on the main
Batticaloa-Kalmunai line. Telephone
lines are running by this sub-post
office and telephone facilities can be
provided in this case also without
much expenditure.

If you cannot attend to all these
sub-post offices at once please draw
up a priority list and attend to them
at least during the next financial
year.

Before concluding I must once
again say that the Hon. Minister is
faced with a very difficult task
because this is a department which
needs very careful handling. As the
volume of work is very great it is
difficult to develop it. The demand
on this department is very great, and

the telephone system is almost
archaic and out of date. We cannot
keep pace with the . advanced

countries in the matter of replacing
equipment and so on. So I hope the
Hon. Minister will try and do a good
job of it and give a better service to
the people.

There is one other point I wish to
- refer to in connection with this.

Particularly on Sundays and public
holidays the telephones are always
out of order, and this is a matter the
Hon. Minister should look into
seriously. From Saturday night till
Monday morning, in the outstations
the lines are out of order. When we
ask for a trunk call they say the lines
are out of order. Generally, on
public holidays the lines are out of
order. I do not know whether this
is done purposely or somebody is
meddling with the instruments, or
whether there is none to look after
the maintenance of the lines. I
would request the Hon. Minister to

kindly look into this andiitheyother
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points raised by me, and see that a
better service is provided.
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(Mr. K. B. Ratnayake—Anuradhapura)
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(B anibs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Sir, one thing must be said, and
that is that we are thoroughly dis-
satisfied with the postal and tele-
communication services. The only
new thing that I see since 1956 is the
introduction of blue telephcone wires.
The Department of Posts and Tele-
communications has introduced blue
telephone wires! Besides that, there
has been nothing new.

It is good that we have as our new
Minister a person who can approach
this problem without bias. I do not
want to speak on what has already
been said. I should like to point
out that the provision of telephones
is an industry, a paying industry, and
that the question should be viewed
in that light. As it is, it seems as if
today a telephone is a gift or an
honour that is conferred on people.
Getting a telephone seems to be as
signal an honour as being made a
J. P. Telephones have become so
rare and so difficult to get that it
adds to a man’s normal qualifications
to say that he possesses one.

I do not want to comment on the
various views that people have on
this matter of the granting of tele-
phones. I only ask that we approach
this problem from the angle that it
is a paying industry. Therefore,
why not build up this industry ? 1
wish the new Minister will address
his mind to this subject and realize
that there is money in providing
telephone facilities for the people of
thigliccountry.
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The world is moving fast. You can
get a call from Ceylon to England
within five minutes. But to get a call
from Colombo to Ratmalana you have
to wait half an hour. Recently, the
Greater Colombo scheme was intro-
duced. Under this scheme, anybody
who wants to get a number in
Colombo can dial direct, but a person
desiring to telephone somebody in
Nugegoda or Ratmalana or any-
where else has to get through the
exchange. That is the absurdity of
the scheme. It has been done in the
most haphazard manner. If you can
dial a number in Colombo direct from
Kirillapone or Nugegoda, why should
those who live in Colombo be dep-
rived of the same facility ? This is a
case of sheer lack of planning.

The next point I wish to make is in
regard to the night telephone service.
It is only at the big stations that you
can get a telephone call in the night.
In- the provincial stations, the post
office has a man on “ sleeping duty ”.
Actually, the work he is doing is
guarding the post office, because not
one of the post offices in Ceylon
employs watchers. That man is said
to be on “sleeping duty ”. He is
actually sleeping. A numebr of peo-
ple have died in hospitals owing to
the failure to attract the nearest
post office. ~ Whenever the man on
duty is pulled up he says there was
a disturbance in the air and he could
not see the glow. So, he is let off. I
hope the new Minister will esta-
blish a night telephone service to
enable people to obtain calls in the
night in the same way as they do in
the day. This is a serious problem.
In the provincial areas, especially
from hospitals, peovle have been
unable to attract the nearest post
office. People have died for want to
this facility.

The mnext point is about the
grading of post offices into “A”, “B”
and “C”. I do not see any purpose
in such a svstem of grading. I would
like. therefore, to appeal to the new
Minister to do awav with the (G2
Grade post offices. There is nothing
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called “C?” grade. I can give you
instances of a number of “C” grade
post offices which enjoy better facili-
ties than “B” grade post offices.
They have telephone services while
no such services are available in
some of the “ B ” grade post offices.
I think you must do away with the
“C?” grade post offices once and for
all, and let us have all “B” grade
post offices. As the hon. Member
for Paddiruppu (Mr. Rasamanickam)
pointed out there are practical diffi-
culties in the payment of public assis-
tance and teachers’ salaries in various
areas just because your post office is
not up-graded. I would appeal to the
Hon. Minister to do away with this
system of creating “C” grade sub-
post offices.

The next matter that I would like
to raise is the question of appoint-
ments to sub-post offices. We would
wish to have a categoricol statement
from the Hon. Minister whether he
would have a scheme for the appoint-
ment of sub-post masters and sub-
post mistresses. As it is, the appoint-
ments are not made on merit or on
educational achievements but on
patronage and political pressure. We
would like to know from the new
Minister whether he is going to make
a brave start and have a system for
making appointments. If so, he
should make a definite statement
today on the Floor of this House that
he is going to make appointments in
future on a scheme and not follow
what had been done in the past. 1
know a former Minister got up in this
House and started that the qualifica-
tion for appointment to a post of sub-
post master or sub-post mistress was
that the applicant should be one who
could sell the maximum numher of
stamps. The Hon. P. G. B. Kalugalla
made that statement in this House.

You should make one point quite
clear. You must say that you either
have a scheme, or you do not have
a scheme and that you are going to
appoint your henchmen, your
party supporters and anvone whom
vou like. In the alternative, if vou
are-ngoing  ton advertize the post I
wotld'ask you not to make a mockery


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

l 13333

i
|

u8ydm e

of it. If you have a scheme let us
know that there is such a scheme and
that you will make appointments
according to that scheme.

You do not have any scheme today.
Your appointments to sub-post
offices are stinking. They are stink-
ing. They are stinking more than a
seven-day unwashed drain in
Colombo. You are a new Minister.
You can make a start and give us
some hope that you are going to make
a brave beginning and give us an
assurance that in the future all
appointments to sub-post offices as

post-masters and post-mistresses will
.be _ on

merit and on competitive
examination if necessary. If it is not

* 80, as the hon. Member for Galle said,

tell the people in the country that
there is no such scheme and that you

~will appoint anyone whom you wish.

The Hon. Minister is keen that he
should wind-up this debate. I do not
want to take much of his time. There
is one other matter and that is about
this question of revision. Revisions
are being done in haphazard manner.
In certain areas the last revision had
been done about seven or ten years
ago. There must be some sort of
scheme by which revisions can be
made. You must take into considera-
tion the growth of population in
various places and the appointment
of peons must be made to cope with
that growth of population. I know
that in certain areas the postal peon
starts in the morning and the people
in the area have to wait the whole
day till he comes to them. That is
because you do not have a system of
revision. This is being done at ran-
dom according to political pressure.
These are not facilities that you can
give according to electorates or on
individual representations. You have
to work this out on a scheme.

I would avpeal to the Hon.
Minister to think of the telephone
services as an industry. to address his
mind ani approach the subject in
that manner, and to give the hon.
Members who sit in the Opposition
some hope that vou arepgoingy to
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make at least one big progress , in
that you are going to have a scheme
for the appointment of sub-post
masters and sub-post mistresses.

q. e, 6.50
ad sicfeme

(Qserrer QueGLire)

(The Hon. Pelpola)
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLY : MINISTER OF
PosTs AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS

0P e DB cwldsnd wwmuldm Fa:

“That a supplementary sum not ex-
ceeding Rupees One million five hundred
and eighty-four thousand and nine
hundred (Rs. 1,584,900) be payable out of
the Consolidatedd Fund of Ceylon, or any
other fund or moneys of, or at the dis-
posal of, the Government of Ceylon or
from the proceeds of any loans obtained
by the Government of Ceylon, for the
service of the financial year beginning on
1st October, 1963, and ending on 30th
September, 1964, and that the said sum
may be expended as specified in the
Schedule hereto : —

Schedule
Rs.
Head 162—Postal and Tele-
communication Services.
Vote No. 2—Administration
Charges—Recurrent Expen-
diture 1,584,900.”
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(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

I wish the Hon. Minister of Health
were here because I have a very
important question to ask. I want to

know why he is persecuting Mr. A.
T.-Si Pal.
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Mr. A. T. S. Paul is one of the finest
surgeons in this country. He is one
of the most selfless surgeons in this
country. Long before the abolition of
private practice was thought of by
the Minister, Mr. A. T. S. Paul had
given up private practice. He is one
who has devoted his entire life to
science and the service of the people
of this country. I want to know why
Mr. A. T. S. Paul is being persecuted.
Is this being done with the
connivance of the Minister ?

The Ministry of Health has framed
a series of charges against Mr. A. T. S.
Paul, the President of the G-M.O.A.,
for an incident which is alleged to
have taken place nearly seventeen
months ago. Is this being done be-
cause Mr. A. T. S. Paul and the
G.M.O.A. have reported the Per-
manent Secretary to the Minister ?

As I said earlier, I wish the Minister
were here to answer these questions.
He is like a bull in a china shop. Ever
since he became Minister of Health
he has created chaos. He goes about
the country stating that his scheme
in regard to the abolition of private
practice is working satisfactory. It is
not working satisfactorily at all.
There is a mess practically in every
hospital.

I would ask the Minister to stop
this harassment of a devoted surgeon
who has devoted all his time to the
service of the sick in this country.

I hope that some other Minister
will convey this to the Minister of
Health so that he would be able to
explain to this House why he is
taking these steps, and also tell us
that he will stop persecuting
Mr: & TS, Paul.

g. . 7.5

Gndw WDED. cvmNw

(sorflB L lefly. saeuss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I want to bring to the notice of the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Mins-
ter of Defence and External Affairs
aaveryoglaring case of discrimination
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in regard to the granting of passage
and scholarship for a course of studies
in England. :

We are aware that Miss Sunethra
Bandaranaike will within the next
few days proceed to England for a
course of studies in the Oxford Uni-
versity and that her passage has been
prepaid by somebody outside Ceylon
and that the cost of the entire course
of studies and other expenses will be
met by somebody outside Ceylon.

Here is a case in which, although
the conditions were exactly the same,
permission to proceed to England has

been refused. I hope this Government -

will accept the principle contained in
the old adage—what is sauce for the
goose is sauce for the gander—or, if
you like it, in this case—what is
sauce for the gander is sauce for the
goose.

Now, here are the facts of discrimi-
nation which I want to bring to the
notice of the Government. By letter
dated 30th April, 1964, the Asia
Foundation wrote to the Ministry of
Defence and External Affairs stating
that it proposed to make a grant of
£1961—Rs. 16,771 approximately—
to the Deepaduttaramaya Temple,
Kotahena, Colombo, to enable Pin-
watte Jinaratana Thero of that temple
to undertake a two-year programme
of studies. It also stated that while
in London Jinaratana Thero would be
attached to the Hampstead Buddhist
Vihara. The letter gave the details of
the grant. Now, on the 16th of Sep-
tember, 1964, that is a few days ago,
M. Jinananda Nayaka Thero of the
Deepaduttaramaya Temple, Kota-
hena, received the following let‘er
from the representative of the Asia
Foundation:

“We have been ;informed by the
Ministry of Defence and External Affairs
by a letter dated 4th September, 1964,
that the Ministry is unable to approve
the Foundation’s proposed grant to the
Deepaduttaramaya Temple to enable you
to send your pupil, Pinwatte Jinaratana
Thero, for a two-year programme of
studies in London. In view of these
circumstances, we regret our inabilityedo
assist your Vihara in this instance:™
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Now, you will notice that an appli-
cation that was made on the 30th
of April, 1964, was refused by the
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs on the 4th of September, 1964,
T wonder whether the Government
changed its policy in regard to these
matters after the 4th of September
1964. If so, it is now up to the Minis:
try of External Affairs to grant the
Asia Foundation the permission that
it has sought. I would request the
hon. Parliamentary Secretary to give
the House a full explanation as to
why rules are made and broken,
re-made again and broken a second
time. How do the student popula-
tion of this country stand in regard to
grants and scholarships for studies
abroad.

In this connection, it is necessary
to point out that the Hon. Minister of
Finance who is here now made a cate-
gorical statement in the House in the
course of his Budget Speech. It con-
tained the policy which would guide
the Government in the grant of
scholarships to students going abroad
and the grant of exchange to such
students. It would look as if already
the weighty words of wisdom uttered
by the Hon. Minister of Finance have
been set at naught. How do we
stand ? What is the new policy of
the Government ? Therefore, while
the Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs ought to answer the question
that I have put in regard to this parti-
cular case, I would ask the Hon. Min-
ister of Finance to explain to the
House what the new policy of the
(Government is on this subject.

There is one other matter which I
wish to bring to the notice of the
Hon. Minister of Health. A circular,
No. E.B.D./71/63 of 16th September,
1964, has been issued to the effect
that temporary telephonists should
be served with notice. There are a
certain number of temporary tele-
phonists in the Department of Health
who have put in over three or four
years’ service. Some of them were
recently interviewed and five of them
were recommended for permanent
appointment. Now, the circular that
L referted.te,is contrary to the inten-
tions of the Hon. Minister of Finance.
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The Hon. Minister of Finance
intends, as far as possible, to make
permanent those who have put in
long years of service. I want to
know why Government departments
are at cross purposes. Why should
the Ministry of Health issue this
circular which negatives the inten-
tions of the Hon. Minister of
Finance ? I ask the Hon. Minister
of Health to get circular
No. E.B.D./71/63 of 16th September,
1964, withdrawn at once.

¢ ow. T.41
euE s C&ndE Bw. (Gw.HCE)

(Bl Qeer_ar genr rrp—GlFmsL _ae)
(Mr. Shelton Ranaraja—Senkadagala)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I wish to
bring to the notice of the Hon.
Minister of Education a rule made
by the Board of Residence and
Discipline at the University at Pera-
deniya. The  rule is that “all

students who have been admitted
this year and who were already in
residence at the campus, Peradeniya,
will have to leave the campus if they
reside within ten miles of the
campus. They will have to find
residence facilities outside the
campus ”. This rule will cause a lot
of hardship, particularly to the
people of my town, my electorate,
and surrounding areas. The ten
mile radius will cover areas like
Pussellawa, Ulapane, Madulkele,
Mawatagama, Ukuwela, Panwila,
Hanguranketa and Deltota, and I say
this is a very unfair ruling. The
Board of Residence and Discipline
should adopt some other method in
the selection of students for residen-
tial facilities there. Therefore, I
would most respectfully ask the
Hon. Minister to use his good offices
in this matter and to see that this
ruling that has been made by the
Board of Residence and Discipline is
withdrawn and some other ruling
adopted.
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(Mr. Macan Markar)

This is a matter for the Ministry
of Local Government and Home
Affairs, and 1 wish to draw the
attention of the Government to the
scandalous state of affairs that has
arisen with regard to the appoint-
ment of the Chief Medical Cfficer,
(Health), at the Colombo Municipal
Council.

Advertisements calling for appli-
cations were. published in the
Gazette and among the qualifications
that were expected was that appli-
cants should either have the Diploma
of Public Health of the University of
London or the Mastership in Public
Health of the University of Har-
ward. However, there were three
applicants, one of whom had the
requisite qualifications and he is at
present the acting Chief Medical
Officer of Health at the Colombo
Municipal Council, Dr. G. A. R.
Perera, whereas the other two did
not have those qualifications, but
only the Mastership of the John
Hopkins University. Thereupon the

Local Government Service Com-
mission decided, instead of ap--
pointing the applicant who had

all the requisite qualifications, to
re-advertize the post adding
fresh qualifications in order to suit
a particular candidate who happens
to be working in the Department of

Health. If this sort of thing were to
happen, if certain posts are re-
advertized in order to help the

favourites of some person or other in
the L. G. S. C. to obtain a particular
appointment, I think it is a very sad
state of affairs for this country. I
would urge the Hon. Minister of
Local Government and Home Affairs
to see that justice is done regarding
this case ; no re-advertisement should
be allowed, the original advertise-
ment should be allowed to stand and
the applicant who had those qualifi-
cations should be appointed. Other-
wise, there is really no purpose in
trying to call for applicants with
certain qualifications. It would be
betterdif the person who had already
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been pre-chosen is given the
appointment. I trust that this
matter will be brought to the notice
of the Hon. Minister of Local Gov-
ernment and Home Affairs as the

hon. and fair = Parliamentary
Secretary is not here.

I find that as from tomorrow the
Press Bill will come into force——

Ghde ADEL. | CHBNGD
(sorps L lefly. sSs@UsS)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Who told you ?

DY -DE S

(@@L TGSET LTSS

(Mr. Macan Markar)

and as such I do not know
whether our newspapers would be
able to give sufficient publicity to
this scandalous state of affairs that

prevails in the Local Government
Service Commission.
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(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
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(Mr. William Fernando)
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(The Hon. F. R. Dias Bandaranaike—
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Fish-
eries and Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Defence and External Affairs)

As faras the question raised by the
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hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W.
Dahgnayake) is concerned, I am
afraid all I can say is that the
example he gave is one of which I
have had no notice, and I am not in
a position now to be able to draw the
distinctions which I would like to

draw and which I am certain can be
drawn.

As far as the principles of passport
control are concerned in relation to
students travelling abroad, I stated
the position very clearly in answer
to a question asked of me some time
ago, not so very long ago either, by
the hon. Member for Uduppiddi (Mr.
M. Sivasithamparam) who, I am glad,
is here in the House. You will recall
that on that occasion the hon. Mem-
ber for Uduppiddi raised a very per-
tinent question pertaining to students
whose names he gave me subse-
quently, in relation to persons who
wished to prosecute their studies
abroad being financed, I believe, by
some relations in Malaya. I think
those were the facts, and in regard
to that I gave an answer on an ear-
lier occasion, and as far as I can see
there has been no departure from the
principle in that case.

The particular example given by
the hon. Member for Galle, however,
seems to my mind to be manifestly
distinguishable on the facts and the
circumstances, but I do not wish to
give an snswer on any question with-
out reference to the particular facts,
and therefore I would ask your per-
mission to take notice of his question
and give him a categorical answer on
a subsequent occasion. That is as far
as passport control and the immigra-
tion side of the work is concerned.

The Hon. Minister of Finance will
answer the question pertaining to the
principle applicable in respect of
foreign exchange and students, which
is not a subject under my purview
and for which I cannot take respon-
sibility to answer to this House
here and now. The Hon. Minister of
Finance has indicated that, . he, is
willing to do that.
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Sir, there is just one other matter.
The hon. Member for Nikaweratiya
(Mr. K. Herat) raised some time
ago the question of some villagers in
his electorate. He raised a question
on the Adjournment Motion when
Parliament last sat, about the
I. G. P. and some action taken
in relation to certain Members
of Parliament, I believe, in relation
to some encroachment and some
magistrate’s court cases. He has
given notice by letter that he pro-
poses to raise this question today and
ask me for an answer. He has not
asked the question but I do not pro-
pose therefore to let the occasion
pass. It may be unfortunate, I may
have to leave the country in a day or
two. So I would like with your per-
mission to table the answer for the
information of the hon. Member even
though he is not here to ask the
question. He posed the questions ;
they are on record in Hansarp. I
only ask your permission to table the
reply without taking wup further
time.

Bewlds DSENGDNE
(Qr5& eurpriisi)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Yes.

Statement Tabled :

“1. It is correct that on 14.7.1964, a
letter was received by me, sent by Mr.
K. Herat, M.P. for Nikaweratiya, re-
garding the ejectment of villagers from
the allotments at Kirindigalla, and a
reply was sent to Mr. K. Herat, M.P.
on 2.9.1964.

2. The delay in sending a reply to
Mr. K. Herat, M.P., was due to the fact
that the Nikaweratiya Police had to com-
plete their inquiries into the complaint
made by Mr. K. Herat, M.P. and that I
had to obtain a full report from the
Superintendent of Police, N.W.P., before
a reply could be sent to Mr. K. Herat.

3. The Magistrate had not made any
order of ejectment. The Nikaweratiya
Police had filed plaint against the tres-
passers who had entered the land be-
longing to the legal allottees. The tres-
passers had undertaken to leave the land
which they had forcibly occupied and
thereafternthe Magistrate had discharged
theaaceused with a warning,
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4. When Mr.
forcibly occupied the land allotted to
Mr. Weerasinghe and others, Police took
action against the trespassers in Court to
prevent a breach of the peace. The legal
allottees had to be given protection to
occupy their allotments at the request of
the allottees themselves and the Gov-
ernment Agent, Kurunegala.

5. The Police do not interfere with
those who occupy Crown land except at
the request of the officials who are res-
ponsible for the alienation of Crown land.

6. Police officers at Nikaweratiya had
inquired into the complaints made by the
legal allottees as well as by Mr. Raja-
pakse and other trespassers who had
illegally made attempts to occupy the
allotments.”

& 0. 1.20
ad &dla Y. 8. esedd

(Qaerras aorfs erar. erib. QUGrTT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

The hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W.
Dahanayake) raised a question about
exchange. That is what he wanted.
So far as exchange is concerned, I
have already stated in my Budget
Speech the principles which I am
following. But I want to say that so
far as I am concerned, the problem
arises only when we have to provide
the exchange. If a student—and I
have permitted a number of students
—through some relation or other
. abroad—and we have to be satisfied
about the bona fides of that relation-
ship—provides the exchange, we
have allowed him to go since there is
no exchange involved. A number of
medical students about whom the
Member for Uduppiddi mentioned
have gone abroad as I have
sanctioned it because no question of
exchange is involved. A number of
other students have also gone. Those
are cases where there is no burden of
exchange cast on this country.
Where they find some relation or
guardian who is prepared to finance
them abroad without any commit-
ment to this country, I have never
stood in the way of those students
going abroad. : :

Rajapakse and others
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May I also say that I am myself
deeply concerned about the necessity
of having to restrict studies, parti-
cularly higher studies of students,
and 1 am seriously going into the
question of how much of those
restrictions I can relax further. I
hope to relax them as I go along.
If the foreign exchange situation
eases, I intended, particularly from
the point of view of students, to
relax them as far as possible because,
I think, that is a frustration we
should not encourage. Every student
who studies, who is genuinely
interested in carrying out his studies,
must be encouraged by us. So that
action is being taken, but at the
moment I cannot say precisely what
that action is or what extent of
relaxation I will permit.

With regard to the questions raised
regarding the Ministry of Health,
they will be brought to the notice of
the Minister of Health.

Regarding the question of radius
of ten miles for residence raised by
the Member for Senkadagala,
(Mr. Shelton Ranaraja), the Univer-
sity, of course, is not within our
control. We can only use our good
offices with the Vice-Chancellor. I
can understand this: the University
would like the students to reside
within a reasonable distance so that
they can continue their studies in a
reasonable way. I think that is more.
or less the reason why they have
fixed a radius of 10 miles.

As you know, the University were
reluctant to have external students
at all. Gradually, they have relaxed
the rule. Now they have agreed to
have these students outside the
campus so long as they reside within
a radius of so many miles. I do not
know ; we may be able to use our
good offices to relax it.

CanrE e
(B. Terrres)
(Mr. Ranaraja)

Tt is difficult to get accommodation
within ten miles.
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(Qaerses swr B erer. erth. QuiGrrm)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
I will draw the attention of the

Hon. Minister so that he could take
it up with the University authorities.

20. ROEmHEBE® D,
(8. ortb. Sau® sibririh)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

On a point of clarification, I think,
six students have been given pass-
ports where no foreign exchange is
involved after I raised the question
on the Floor of this House. To my
personal knowledge, six students
have been given passports.
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Adjourned at 7.25 p.m.
untii 2 p.m. on Tuesday,
29th September, 1964, pursuant
to the Resolution of the House
this Day.
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asked the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of ILocal Government
and Home Affairs: (a) Is she aware
that there was a proposal to include
Ratnapura area in the Kadyan Pea-
santry Commission area ? (b) Is she
aware that as a result of this, the
work in departments was suspended
and it was included in the Kandyan

‘Peasantry Commission proposals ?

(c) Is she aware that in view of this’
many development works in the
Ratnapura District were not executed
by the respective departments ? (d)
Will she, therefore, take action to
include the Ratnapura District in the
Kandyan Peasantry Commission
without delay ?
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(Mrs. Vivienne Goonewardene—Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Minister of
Local Government and Home Affairs)
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(a) I am aware that there is agita-
‘tion for the inclusion of Ratnapura
District under the Kadyan Peasantry
Rehabilitation Scheme. (b) No. (c)
No. There is no reason for Govern-
ment departments to suspend deve-
lopment projects in anticipation of
the inclusion of Ratnapura District
under the Kandyan Peasantry Reha-
bilitation Scheme. (d) The question
of having Ratnapura District inclu-
ded under the Kandyan Peasantry
Rehabilitation Scheme is engaging
the attention of my Minister.
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)

Has he decided to abolish the Hos-
pital Attendants’ Service and hand
over the duties perfomed by the
attendants to the nurses ? (b) Is he
aware that although there are
hundreds of S. S. C. qualified atten-
dants only 5 per cent of them are
being trained as nurses ? (¢) Will he
take early steps to train well experi-
enced attendants with the required
educational qualifications as nurses ?
(d) If so, when will this be done ?
(e) Will he take action to draw up a
scheme of promotion for the benefit
of the efficient and experienced atten-
dants who do not possess the S. S. C.
qualification ?
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(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud-Minis-
ter of Health)
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(@) Yes. There will be no further
intake of attendants. Where there
are no attendants their duties will be
perforrﬂed by nurses and labourers.

(b) No. Ten per cent of the intake
to the Nurses’ Training School is set
apart for S. S. C. qualified attendants
under 45 years of age. (c) Provision
already exists for attendants with the
necessary qualifications and under 43
years of age to be trained as nurses
over a period of years. (d) Does not
arise in view of (c). (e) No. There
are other avenues of promotion for
the attendants who do not possess the
S. S. C. qualification.
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