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asked the Minister of Internal and
External Trade and Supply: (a)
When and from whom were applica-
tions received for the approval and
registration of Anaipodda M.P.C.S,
Soorankal M.P.C.S., and Vannar
M.P.C.S. and when were the regis-
trations approved ? (b) On what
basis were these Multi-purpose Co-
operative Societies approved and how
many members are there in each?
(c) How many tracts of lands (in
acreage) does each of the members
own? (d) How many loans were
given to each of these Societies since
registration, for what purpose were
the loans given and were such loans
approved by the A.CCD. and
A.C.AS. of the district?
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(The Hon. T. B. Tennekoon—Acting

Minister of Internal and External Trade
and Supply)
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1 would like to have this Answer
inserted in, Hansaro in English or
Tamil.

D U B G 9 e


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4369

1.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27,
28.
29,
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.
36.

37.

38.

39.

40.
4,
42,
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.

28 EBEnh
3. ¢ =B
ewf. wd
ad®. 28
an®. ¢
qued, cuRndd
@d gdadc
. ¢3¢ 83
qtas’. Fbots
G108, el38s
@®. 2dns
t_;mS. e@a s’
qef. 9B
exf. &. g
O 9n®d 9w &wewc’
8 gudx
&@®. occe 8
&. 3T w=cd
&. Bs mecded
¥, g 28D
o, 00 88
qef. podfx !
&, s
. sy
. c&o8x 0O

&8, @8 20ed gu&a

e, 800 ex8d
@®. g St
@ ®. gfeed

8 2098 »B8®
&, Px0d 9pdae
qsy. P0eh oy
&, dexmBEs

. qc. ¢3¢ <89 ecded

a® muss

qef. 9008 wEP
am® 30ed g¥@cwnd
@8 =28 good
ehHE cuBulxny

8. ¢ S
. wmd

exf, @83

1964 @' e 14 4370
28n EEus

qued’, e, B0ed
&, Bued »nHey;
. HE20ed
qef. gand
quef. 90D D8O
qued. Sew

10. §®. s’ o0d

11. &, exned

12. &, c@&a

13. @®. ¢3¢ o

14, @ 990 wéy

15. &. c@®mx

16. . 23 85e¢d
\ 17. &, gh=

18, ¢1®. @wed S8y

19. 8. pSesa #u5

20. ¢1®. gR2C wcd®

2. qued. gac 88

2. quef. EEcOnEP

23. e, E0®d =B

24, e, gRRC @8

25, &, 9wod gaB®

26. 8. @3k wl®

27. 8. ne¢an

AR RIS R

English translation of the Answer to
Question No. 1

(¢) On 19.6.63 31 persons (list
attached) applied for the regis-
tration of Anaipodda M. P. C. S.
The society was registered on
27.8.63. On 19.6.63 47 persons (list
attached) applied for the registration
of Soorankal M. P. C. S. The
society was registered on 16.9.63.
On 19.6.63 27 persons (list attached)
applied for the registration of Vanaru
M. P. C. S. The society was registered
on 27.8.63. (b) About 4,000 acres in
this area were cultivated by the resi-
dents of the adjoining villages. As the
existing societies in those villages
were reluctant to finance these culti-
vators, these three societies had to be
registered. There are 203 members in
Anaipodda M. P. C. S., 198 members
in Soorankal M. P. C. S. and 125 mem-

OmE 820 0w ® u@ums w¥Bw bers in Vanaru M. P. C. S. (¢) The
1. &. 8208 8

2. 8 ¢3¢ 263
3. exf. g2 Oy

members do not own the lands which
they cultivate. (d) Two loans were
given tn Vanaru M, P. C. S. amount-
ing'to'Rs. 29,331 on 17.3.64. Two loans
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[o6 8. 8. en mewis) ] 10. N. Latiff
were granted to Anaipodda M.P.C.S. | 11. S. Seiyed Vawa
amounting to Rs. 27,428 on 17.3.64. No  12. R. Abdulla
loans were granted to Soorankal 13. A. Abdul Hameed
M. P. C. S. The loans were granted 14 S. Mecerasa
for cultivation and marketing. The 15 M. Saheedeen \
societies applied for loans to the zareitl
C. A. S. through the A. C. C. D. who i,? 1;11 éﬁﬁ;ﬁon
stated facts pertaining to the societies gy
to the C. A. S, but did not make any
recommendation. The C. A. S. granted
the loans.

18. 8. Caseem Vawa
19. K. A. Hussan
20. K. Mohamed Ismail

21. G. Asudeen
L4st of names referred to in Answer (a) 32 11 i}iﬁf eSear;am
ANATPODDA DL.P.C. SOCTETY, LTD, 924. A. Sinnalebbai
1. J. M. Naideen . . 25. A. Abdul Kaleem
2. M. Abdul Manab 26. 5. Mohamed Caseem
3. A. Abdul Uyathu 27. S. Buhardeen
4. A. Abdul Vahab 28. A. Suthar
5. R. ¥akooeb . 90; A. Samafhi
6. A. Samsudeen A. Mohaid v
7. A. Abdul Hameed 36 su/ Hopaccngvanal
8. M. Abdul Careem 3l. M. M. Mohamed I.small
g. A. Mohamed Ismiyein 32. K. Mohamed Sheriff
10. V. Abdul Samathu Fopi 33. M. Abdul Rasak
11. A. Kuppaithamby 34. M. Affas
12. R. Sulaiman 35. P. Mohamed Haniffa
13. M. Abdul Samathu 36. A. Mohamed Ibrahim
14. R. Yoonus . 37. N. Mohamed Haniffa
15. R. Da‘:")d FulR) 38. A. Junaideen
16. A. Mohamed Saliheen 39. A. L. Abdul Raheem Lebbai
17. P. Mohamed Caseem 40. M. Kath
18. S. Seiyathu Mohamed i BN
19. M. Meiyatheensa 41. S. Mohamed Caree_m
20. M. Mohamed Haniffa LR
21. M. Anislebbai 43. M. Salimohamed
22. A. Thagideen 44. Packeer Seiyadeen
23. A. Ackeen : 45. T. Abdul Rasak
24, A. Abdul Cader 46. S. Yakoob
25. A. Moosa 47. K. Mareem
26. M. Usan
21. S. Amat VANARU M. P.C. SOCIETY, LID.
28. A. Mohamed Careem
29. M. Abdeen 1. A. Mohamed Ali
30. S. Masaloon 2. M. Abdul Muthalibu
31. A. Mohamed 3. K. Abdul Vathocthu
4, S. K. Mohamed
SOORANKAL W.P.C. SQCIETY, LTD. 5° A Mohamed Haniffa
1. K. Immamdeen Marikayar 6. A. Noormechamed
2. A. Samsudeen 7. S. Aboobucker
3. S. Abdul Rasak 8. S. Mohamed Careem
4. A. J. L. Abdulla 9. S. Meosa
5. U. Mohamed Sultan 10. M. Saththar
6. M. Abdul Hameed 11. A. Mohamed :
7. E. Abdul Cader 12. A. Umaru
8. K. Yakoob 13. M. Abdul Latiff
9. M. Nagoor 14.,17, Abdul Samathu
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20w BEns
15. A. Umna
16. A. Nagoorpitchai
17. A. Ackeen
18. M. Mohamed Raseethu
"9. V. Thurjeijoon
20. M. Abdul Salam
21. S. Abdul Raheem
22. S. Piichaithamby
23. K. Mohamed Careem
24. K. Abdul Majeed
25. A. Miohamed Ibrahim
26. M. Mohamed Saleemn
27. V. Kamaldeen
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asked the Minister of Land, Irrigation
and Power: (a) Is he aware that a
land bearing Lot No. 12C of F. V. P.
350 has been leased out to a rich land-
owner Mr. E. S. Dassanayake of Gili-
male on a nominal rental of Re. 1 per
year ? (b) Is he aware that Mr. Das-
sanayake has leased out buildings and
building sites on this land and collects
Rs. 720 per year as rent ? (c) Is he
aware that even the R. D. S. Hall anc
the sub-post office are on this land but
a Ministerial order has been made
that this land be sold ocutright to this
Mr. Dassanayake ? (d) Will he take
steps to give this land to the people
of the area who have built houses on
the land ?
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of

Land, Irrigat 10n and Power and Leader
of the House)
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FOOT-BRIDGE AT PALAPATHWALA,
MAHAWALA-CORNEY ROAD
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asked the Minister of Publie
Works: (a) Is be aware that the

foot bridge at Palapathwala on the
Mahawala-Corney road which is
used by thousands of Adam’s Peak
pilgrims is on the verge of collapse ?
(b) Will he get a 7 foot semi-per-
manent bridge constructed here im-
mediately?
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(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene—Minister of Public Works)
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(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
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SCHOOLS 1IN KILINOCHCHI ELECTORATE :

FEMALE ENGLISH ASSISTANTS
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a) How many schools in the Kili-
nochchi electorate have no female
assistants and what are the names of
these schools? (b) How many
schools in the Kilinochchi electorate
have no English assistants and what
are their names ? (c) As the female
children in the rural areas should be
taught needle-work, home science,
etc., will he see that female English
assistants are sent to these schools
early ?

oef. o, omf. nBwdbE .
(gamu® @O SEAg ©Ifedn
e )

(8cs. erev. Cs. Cs. @n‘?urra’r@—aéﬁsﬁ
L& FHET urrrn*@gms&rpés srfwshS)
(M S K R Suriarachchi—Parlia-

mentary Secretary tc the Minister of
Education)

(a) There are 13 schools in the
Kilinochchi Electorate withqut

Female Assistants:

1. J/Alankulam Government Tamil
Mixed School

2. J/Chelliativu Government
Mixed School

3. J/Ghempankundu "Government
Tamil Mixed School

4. J/Kalvinlankulam
Tamil Mixed School

Tamil

Government
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5. J/Kavutharimunai
- Tamil Mixed School

6. J/Kunchikulam Government Tamil
Mixed School
7. J/Muhavil Government
- Mixed School
8. J/Nachchikuda Government Tamil
Mixed Schioel

9. J/0ddaruthakulam
Tamil Mixed School

10. J/Pallavarayankaddu
Tamil Mixed School

11. J/Thadduvankoddy Hindu Tamil
Mixed Schocl

12. J/Uyalankulam Government Tamil
Mixed School

Government

Tamil

Government

Government

13. J/Veravil Hindu Tamil Mixed
School A
(b) There are 20 schools in the
Kilinochchi Flectorate without
English Assistants :
1. J/Allipallai Church of Ceylon

Tamil Mixed School

2. J/Chelliativu Government Tamil
Mixed School

3. J/Chempankundu Government
Tamil Mixed School '

4, J/Iranaitivu  Church of Ceylon
Tamil Mixed School

5. J/Kalaveddithidal Hindu  Tamil

Mixed School

6. J/Karukaitivu Government Tamil
Mixed School.

7. J/Kavutharimunai
Tamil Mixed School

8. J/Kiranchi Government Tamil Mixed
School

9, J/Kumulamunai Government Tamil
Mixed School

10. J/Mallavi Government Tamil Mixed

Government

School

11. J/Muhavil Government Tamil Mixed
School

12. J/Palayamurikandy Government
Tamil Mixed School

13. J/Pallavarayankaddu Government

Tamil Mixed School
14. J/Parampanizirai Government Tamil

Mixed School

15. J/Puthuvedduvan Hindu Tamil
Mixed School

16. J/Thadduvankeddy Hindu Tamil

Mixed School
17. J/Tharmapuram No. 2 Government

Tamil Miszed School

18. J/Uyilankulam Government Tamil
Mixed School

19. J/Valaipadu Government Tamil
Mixed School

20. J/Vinasiodai Government Tamil

Mixed School
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(c) Action will be taken early to
send English Assistants, whether male
or female, to schools where the num-
bers in Standard ITII and above are
sufficiently large, and female Assist-

ants will be sent to schools which are
not remote.
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J/PALLAVARAYANKADDU T.M.S.
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(Mr. Shivasunderam)
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asked the Minister of Education :
(@) Is he aware that J/Palla-
varayankaddu Hindu T. M. S. has no
female English assistant for a long
time? (b) If so, will he see that a
female English assistant is sent to
this school early?

e

8BS e,
(&), G g ‘:?)
(Mr. Suriarachchi)

(a) Yes. English should be taught
‘rom Standard III. The number on
01 in Standard III and above is
only 13. Hence, the school does not
.,m'l. for the appointment of an
Assistant. (b) Does not
arisenin'view of reply to (a).
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-
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English
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(Mr. Shivasunderam)
What about female teachers?

ob e oFgd (e

Dopmy 8EIG ¢08)
(Osorrer LR Ber LEDEPI—aSTHTT

HWWFET)
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud—Min-
ister of Health)

This particular school does not
qualify for an English Assistant,
male or female, There are only 13
students in classes above Standard

III in this schogl.
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VISITING DISPENSARIES FOR ELLAWALA
PARANAGAMA AND ELLAWALA PAHALAGAMA
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(Mr. P. B. Wijesundara—Kiriella)
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asked the Minister of Health : (a) Is
he aware that the rural development
societies and the M.P. of the area
made requests for the last two years
for a visiting dispensary for Ellawala
Paranagama and Ellawala Pahala-
gama in the Ratnapura District 7 (b)

Is he aware that this request has not
been granted so far? (c) Will he

undertake to grant this request early?

ob AgeT e 9F@L

(Quorres LGS Ter waneps)

(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

(a) Yes. (b) A visiting station at
Ellawala-Paranagama has been func-
tioning for several years. A visiting
station at Ellawala-Pahalagama has
not been established in view of the
existing medical facilities in the area.
(¢) The request for a visiting sta-
tion in Ellawala-Pahalagama will be
placed before the next meeting of the
District Co-ordinating Committee for
consideration.
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BARBERS® TRAINING CENTRE FOR KIRIELLA
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(Mr. Wijesundara)
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asked the Minister of Labour and
Housing : (a) Is he aware that the
Labour Office, Ratnapura, made
arrangements to open a Barbers’
Training Centre at Kiriella ? (b) Is
he aware that a place was acquired
for this purpose ? (c¢) Will he state
the reasons for the delay in opening
this centre ? (d) Will he take action
to send the instruments available at
the Balangoda Barbers’ Training
Centre, where the training course
will be over in the near future, to
Kiriella and start this training
class ? -
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(Mr. G. W. Samarasinghe—Parliamen-

tary Secretary to the Minister of Labour
and Housing)
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EHELIYAGODA HOSPITAL
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asked the Minister of Health: (a)
Will he give the number of residen-
tial patients in the Eheliyagoda hos-
pital at present? (b) For how
many patients can meals be prepared
in the kitchen of this hospital ? (c)
Is he aware that no repairs to this
kitchen have been done after 1952 ?
(d) Will he undertake to construct
an “up to date kitchen for this
hospital ? -

od 82T esed
(Qaerres LBuw g Ger "wanepa)
(The Hon. Badiuddin Mahmud)

(a¢) The daily average indoor is
250. (b) Meals can be prepared in
the present kitchen for all the indoor
patients. (c) Maintenance repairs
havenbeen done off and on to the
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kitchen. (d) This will receive con-
sideration when the priority list for
1965-66 is drawn up.

8. 8. a8 eIl Y. (ez00ND)
(B@. . 9. Y. @ aui Ger—L0lsri

Lmeu)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena—Kottawa)

The quality of meals at this
hospital is very low. There are T B
patients too in this hospital. I shall
be glad if you will look into this
- matter.

SO SEDICHS :
8. §. SeHoKS
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RANARAJA
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(The Hon. Maithripala Senanayeke—
Minister of Rural and Industrial Deve-
lopment)
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(Mr. A. Ratnayake—Wattegama)

ole/] D BENGEDRO B, benbodd
gRBBen@ee e B8Eae qnbodw
gc ced 8 & 9mn 2506DHEd B
Dem. O&o ceees BERwey ¢ben &
50°5CHO GBS eWemwW. BoG®


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4389 .

e DG -
GOBEE  DmenddE B B5Y Doy
¢SO dp@es 8w B WG AL B
S0 BxY WY& Ve D,
dendd gRABBe® m DC £
8BS 6 Dewd B D 83 emess.
O & W weew BO® eewe WS

¢BY 0. ¢8 80 g cy wed. I od

285 gmd B ée @B Dep. O
O35y wONWBEY nE em WD,
6wy o Wdomwey B HEOD
RN WDC VOO Bww 2. 6@
Sendunmed ©88 wend S8BcODh.
96® S hwed BB ©®
B dwewsy D& Hw DEr. DD
w®B, ©D8m DB w8, @& 6ON
88909 ®ednf chry e of
Eend0 2@emn 6298 Sende W
Eendde D@ A gIBed ©OsY

Dx 2DEo.

O 9B 1D BB Bemced
995 2@WBsY wO® qvwnwn gy mEed
. BB D1y Bwd 5257 8c@sF e
Qo cued gY@ § wOwy ed we.
e EBmw @O guedwdn’
Edmesry w® By B0, D
BBegwsY desf cewnded D WO
Feens Se@sY g e0BY 0ws’o cwnd
2 CADCO end A& e snen. o ®
&® IO ewed e cadew
deam DR @@ In&ocw 885w .
029 cDudny e GoY e 858
Ny O 30T WO . @D enm,
gD nefs o 6250 DY@ & D™
DG RAeE D WE. DB 651,
D& TN GCezmd Cemmesw @B
DE. & gD O KBTI B3®enrT
erxnd O eme PcBR@s’ grleed
Edwwt o WEed Dwsld 50D,

1934 © go® 8wE® edwE®
S%BSDEO A€ DD s WS, SDED

mGem  wen®e FHuw WG DS
DGEn Bo®w @’ Sedsewny

By DO MmORE. Ow guy HHs
BC wondwuw «& Bws'O 8B, se
e ® €@ QGozn D8O ylen Bewes
Cid8w @Re B cwldsnd 6w
BHEL GBI @By Wmen mY,
& GEDBE 68 CAED mELEH BB,

1964 R emiad 14

4390

8. 8 sendd dw. Joik ;
1931 & I’ ®H® 1932 =0en mwEew
IenG sfe, BB wewd, e BHEH.
B0 BReET® um Dy &ODasT,
1934 g6 méowmE Am® s
V5V en ®med wGewesd qemwd
soiPer &0, ged wEE ™ H OB
R e ®DG dew GAED w8
EDoNed ¢8 cf B’ B S8,
MWD 2% SHBww 60 o, wemed
WS BeAm?d. Sed Bowry DO Fend
O Suw erNCHWTT WESsY 5 150Dy
aB BHEQ Befw In® eavewd cBsYe
@5y B We. Du@eny ©sN6IE,
1935 &eT8wr ©diww Eomned & @
MO HBE S gD NedE—o)
EoYem & D88 wwmmm eéfeny
PRY 5P DD dwd: 80,000 =
Qe Cmwm & 6Slwewsy @denwd
o Pem—F g NeDE ¢SO W@
CacimR® e 8w ecRsY B, 0
GO NDE & wcewcd GozRes
Jed'® pedloswcdw @l D ESo.
Judepw Gxn 8. & @ec 8w
Do MCw NEE W@ CHECHO®
SISO gDan @@, =8y, &G,
eBICOR ST @8 cdxns, eBsnny
COWlem wrnlusy dewm wedn’
O e &ed D WO O eweem.
6® @unded dnpGewsy 68 LS00,
Jed ey ® DO, SwwE ewd
@ B AD & @y WSO BRAE.

Sendods BBC BPABY DD swm &O 225y
OC 9mS® uBED %59 & Smm
&3 WHDNYIO  mndencsy. &
CeCry 8¢l D9 e Dw ® GDEO
oG  VH BEax’mB @B
1923-1924  wweed @=3Bsy  esnf
DEe® BEw, Doumcn, w® GerNed
BYew. DY CAEO gwd Brdew
BPeen . ¢vm ¥ e d
eveed CWBY gedsy Hw 8 Bew
R BASencE GO HBYD Bxfews
Cah §80 Belim®D B e e
8. 8. Serndos gR BB

& De® IR Gclad® ESmcsrs
OB WG EWEDW ; & Dhed @eSm
Beroutdaeey. gdbe 40 502 @05


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4391
os7 8 eadaced d<de
[8. éof snem @]
e e 9@ 8T eowd®sf C1§d,
QOB i DB 5D, 1® gOed HeW
2@ e ¢™ wWo CCEMED & B
Gt g Oed ceadofnm CPEN
29 enw wés 0 &)’ Rk
Dacws’® ORHeEe gendw  Com
DB O BeD ey HRED @ B
Bc s BEMS. QB0 @5 GO
BO0EwDY omdew  ED 45 BB,
czdond Sembd BHRD @eldesed
wm ge edg e S0P QB
eznlegl e 8em BSo. k=)
DacwsT® c& BEE em @B o
GenDwd sy ela i & 5HE WEHTT
Bmped saet. en® e;@a:’@aazaé@ £

Bon8 Speiny, DL ENEn B TTB

ey mneesy BoY §BN cOB B DE
Op@es genda o wb OB
885y W6 Ce cwILHNT ged LR
- eDmEdsy & &80 DEBD.

DSENGDS

{ & LIT TS )

(Mr. Speaker)

I wish to associate myself with
the sentiments expressed by the
Hon. Minister of Rural and Industrial
Development and the hon. Member
for Wattegama on the death of
Mr. P. B. Ranaraja, ex-Member of
the State Council. 1 direct the Clerk
of the House to make a minute of
the proceedings relating to the Vote
of Condolence moved today and to
send a copy thereof to the members
of the Fzeaved family.
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(&L prusn )

(Mr. Speaker)

Item No. 1—[Pause]. Item No. 2—
[Pause].

od @Di8e O5Y, 99, cvedd (8:¢
G e3)

(Qsorreu @orplF erar. erib. QuUBGrrr—
B 5 rg@)mé&#) 3

" (The Hon. Dr. N. M. P  Mim
of . Finance) erera—Minister

Sir, if an hon. Member, in whose
name there is a Motion, is present in
the House and he does not withdraw
his Motion what happens?

DN 5NN
{&uff;gﬁ&;&&)
(Mr. Speaker)

It stands down.

ad ph8a Y. 98. cweld
(Qaorreu aoorfg erer. erb. QUCTIT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)
Unless he withdraws it.

HS NGNS
(sur &)
(Mr. Speaker)

He must withdraw it with the per-
mission of the House. :

Ttem No. 3—[Pause]. Item No. 4—
1[\TPattése]. Item No. 5—[Pause]. Item
o. 6.

8. 99. 28, WMEM @32 .
(32 C®)

(m@Ls eib. eré. et pul@ wlssri—
L) & @omid )

(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar—Putta-
lam)

I am not moving the Motion
standing in my name.

2D 5NN B

(Fum pruwIsT)

(Mr. Speaker) _

Ttem No. 7—[Pause]. Item No. 8
—[Pause]. Item No. 9—/[ Pause].
Ttem No. 10—[Pause]. Item No. 11—
[Pause]. Item No. 12— [ Pause].

Ttem No. 13—[Pause]. Item No. 14
[Pause]. Item No. 15—[Pause].
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON (GIRIDARA
MiLLs

o gdhda Y. OL. cuedd
(Casornay sarf§ erer, ern. Qulrar)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

Before the hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition moves his Motion, may I, with
your indulgence, make a brief state-
ment ? Ever since the subject-matter
of this Motion became a subject of
public comment it has been obvious
that a wvital question arose, viz.,
whether this is not a matter which is
within the exclusive jurisdiction of
the courts. I have therefore obtained
independent legal advice and I am
advised that the matter in issue is
essentially one which is within the
exclusive jurisdiction of the courts.
Accordingly I shall not participate in
any manner in this Debate and I crave
your indulgence to withdraw from the
House,

3. en. 2.28
DEE o murnem Q. (¢Exd)

(8m. Liofl Cean@uiss—0Cl 1y sin)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake—Dedigama)

Mr. Speaker, I am glad that, at long
last, I have been afforded an oppor-
tunity of moving this very important
Motion. As you will see, the Motion
has been signed by many leading
Members of the Opposition. Besides
myself, the hon. Member for Avissa-
wella, the hon. Member for Galle, the
hon. Member for Kottawa, the hon.
Member for Welimada, the hon.
Member for Bulathsinhala and the
hon. Member for Dambadeniya, have
signed it.

The Motion reads thus:

¢“That a Select Committee of the House

be appointed to investigate and report
on—

(1) the circumstances connected with—

(a) the purchase in or about

August, 1963, by 1the

Member for Yatiyantota

8oy @b wumdn

(The Hon. Dr, N, M
Perera) of the Giridara
Mills, situated at Giridara,
'a mill for hulling and
milling paddy and manu-=
facturing -rubber and
coconuf products, which
mill was prior to that date
partly owned by non-Cey=
lonese ;

(b) the allocation of a quota of
645 bushels of rice per week
to the previpus owner and
the transfer of the said
quota fo the said Member in
or about October, 1963;

(c) the issue of a letter of
appointment in or about
October, 1963, whereby or
in consequence of which
the Member agreed with
the Government to receive
paddy from, and deliver the
same to the Government
after hulling and milling it
into rice;

(d) the increase of the said quota
of 645 bushels to 920 bushels
of rice per week on or
about the 25th  October,
1963 ;

(2) whether Mr. N. R. Vitharne of 108,
Cotta Road, Borella, was recog-
njzed as the agent of the said

Tember for the purposz of carry-
ing on th> business of the said
Giridara Mills and -supplying of
rice to the Government at the
said Member’s personal request:

(3) (a) whather a letter of guarantee
for Rs. 65,000 from the Bank
of Ceylon and a guarantee
bond for Rs. 65,000 by the
Peoplie’s Bank on behalf of
the said Mr. N. R. Vitharne ag
agent of the said Member
were given to the Commis-
sioner of Agrarian Services
for and on behalf of the
Government.

(b) whether any of such guarantee
or any other guarantees were
or are still in force after the
said Member became the
Minister of Finance ;

(c) whether the said Member
through his said agent re-
quested the release of an
additional guarantee bond for
Rs. 60,000 given on his be-
half and, if so, the circum-
stances in which such addij-
tional bond was released :

(4) (a) whether the Member as anp
authorized miller has recejy-
ed paddy from the Govern-
ment, hulled and milled the
same into rice and delivered
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the same through his agent
for and on behalf of and to
the Government ; and, if so,
the period during which and
the quantity of paddy or rice
so hulled, milled and deli-
vered to the Government;
(b) what sums of money have been
received by the Member
- and/or his agent as payment
from the Government for the
hulling, milling and supplying
of rice from October, 1963, up
to date;

(5) whether the Member still directly
or indirectly continues to have an
interest in the said Giridara
Mills and in hulling, milling and
supplying of rice therefrom to
the Government; and

(6) the action that need be taken by
this House as regards the Mem-
mer’s conduct ;

that the Committee be nominated and the
f the Committee be fixed by

guorum © _
Mr. Speaker ; that the Committee have
docu-

Com-
mittee have power 10 report from time
to time and to sit notwithstanding any
adjournment of the House.”

Mr. Speaker, that is the Motion. In
moving this Motion I am conscious
of the fact that it is one that has a
bearing on the conduct of a Member
of this honourable House, and I am
also conscious of the fact that I am
holding a responsible
Member of this House and as
Leader of the Opposition.

In fact, this is the first Motion, in
my long association with this House
of 28 years, that I am moving regard-
ing the conduct of a Member ; and
let me assure hon. Members of this
House that the facts in connexion
with this Motion were available to
me for quite some time, but, as a res-
ponsible Member of this House, i
took every precaution possible . to
satisfy myself that a Motion of this
nature was called for. It was after
all that deliberation that I decided
that this Motion had to be moved in
the circumstances.

the

I must confess that I deplore the
fact that the Government did mnot
give priority ¢or the discussion of
this Motion by allocating Govern-
ment time for this pPurpose.
Members are aware of thie factthat

Bewldn 055 eeldes

position as a .

Hon.

Sele mbn Bds

previously every Government, in-
cluding this Government, gave
priority in Government time for the
discussion of Motions of this nature.
I refer not only to the Government
that I had the privilege to be a mem-
per of but I refer also to a Govern-
ment of which I had the privilege
to be the Prime Minister. I also
refer to the Government of the late
Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike and to
this Government, the Government of
Mrs. Bandaranaike, when at the out-
set a similar Motion was moved. I -
ask hon. Members to consider how -
priority had been given on those
occasions. That is why it came as a
shock to me when that well-known
and well-accepted parliamentary
procedure was not followed in this

case.

In this connection, I wish to in-
form the House that the first occa-
sion on which any reference to this
matter was made in this House was
during the Committee stage of the
Appropriation Bill when the hon.
Member for Kottawa (Mr. D. B. R.
Gunawardena) in his inimitable
style made an accusation. I should
like to remind the House of what
took place on that occasion.

The hon. Member for Kottawa
referred to the Giridara Mills. The
Hon. Minister of Finance, who has
left the House for the moment,

stated :

«That is not correct. It is not af all
fair for an hon. Member to make state-
ments which are not correct.”

The hon. Member for Kottawa then
said : .

_“If 1 produce photostat copies with his
signature, then will you accept them ?”

The Hon. Minister of Finance
replied : ;

“You can produce your documents. ”

The hon. Member for Kottawa said
something else, and this is what the
Hon. Minister of Finance stated on
that occasion :

“If an hon. Member is making &
charge against me, he cansmake it in any
weiol do not think it is fair for an
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hon. Member to make partial statements
here. This thing belonged to me long
before I became Minister. I have now
completely divested myself except the
ownership. I have leased it out. I have
nothing to do with it. The hon. Member
must accept the statement.”

What follows is important :

“ Otherwise, there is only one way 1n
.which he can do it. He must bring a
substantive Motion and I will be pre-
pared to answer. I object to hon. Mem-

bers making charges against me except

on a substantive Motion.”—[OFFICIAL
]i%l;:,?r-o?'r, 27th August, 1964; Vol. 57, c.
6.

This was what transpired during
the Committee stage of the Appro-
priation Bill.

~ As requested by the Hon. Minister
of Finance, it is not only the hon.
Member for Kottawa but very many
other hon. Members, too, who have
complied with his request and
brought, quite rightly wunder the
Standing Orders, the Motion that he
asked for, the Motion which, he said,
he would answer. Unfortunately, he
has decided otherwise and left the
House. I am merely pointing out to
hon. Members of the House that this
was what the Hon. Minister request-
ed ; this was what the Hon. Minister
demanded. Hon. Members on this
side of the House have accordingly
brought this Motion. Now the Hon.
Minister says, “ Well, the Motion
should not be discussed ”.

The hon. Member did not think it
fit to give priority 'in Government
time for discussion of this Motion
and T am sorry that the hon. Mem-
ber, contrary to his assurance to the
hon. Member for Kottawa is not here
now when we are discussing it so that
there may be further elucidation of
the matter during the course of the
discussion.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is, as I said
earlier, not the first occasion on
which Motions of this nature bearing
on the conduct of a Member, have
been brought before this honourable
House. I think the hon. Member
himself—the present Finance Min-
ister—and wvarious other Members
who were in the Opposition K during

1964 R eoddd 14
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those days were the very people who
brought such Motions and vigorously
campaigned for the acceptance of
such Motions by this House. More-
over, in their arguments in support
of such Motions they uttered noble
phrases about the standards of con-
duct that Members of this honour-
able House have to adhere to to
maintain the dignity of this House,
about the limitations imposed upon
Members of Parliament other than
the normal limitations imposed on
citizens, and said that Members of
this House should not seek to justify

-their acts by merely saying that the

normal and ordinary citizen is
entitled to do what they have done.

I would like to refresh the minds
of hon. Members about those
matters. There was a Motion, dur-
ing the period of the first Bandara-
naike Government, dealing with the
Tabbowa C. A. P. S. Society. Firstly,
let me say, the Hon. present Leader
of the House quite correctly, accord-
ing to parliamentary practice alluded
to by me earlier, was vehemently in
favour of the disposal of that
Motion as early as possible, and all
honour to him for that insistence.
Then, again, Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand that he had directed the police
to carry out investigations as well
That Motion was debated and dis-
posed of. On that occasion the hon.
present Member for Dehiwala-Gal-
kissa—[Interruption]. 1 always con-
fuse

8. 8. @8 @ddam Qw. (g« w

eS¢ e)

(B, . F. . @mrwrﬁiw——gyeﬁ‘?;r
Qaev )

(Mr. D, P.
wella)

It was then Wellawatta-Galkissa.

R. Gunawardena—Avissa-

e R R - PR P a4 - (e
HH8s eMEI® o, ¢ WC S
=5 piogy Y
(Gexmade ®G 2088 88
(Qrrati Qs roveller opT. 1. Revarr—
? & f?:v;jf? GUGY-F5 Y 9 anen )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva—Dehiwala-
Mt. Lavinia)

Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia.
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(8@ —tafl Crareudss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia, I find it
difficult to keep +track of the
various guises in which the hon.
Member appears before this House.

This is what the hon. Member said
on tiat occasion. I am quoting from
Hansarp of 4th April, 1957, column
2581 :

“Tt will be remembered that in that
recent discussion in this House, we did
find it necessary, amongst ourselves to
point out that public persons, people
engaged in the task of public life to
which they have devoted themselves
voluntarily, and, we admit, in the course
of their honest desire to serve the public,
that such people have to subject them-
selves to special standards, and that
there is much that is reasonably avail-
able to ordinary citizens in their private
capacity which can never be available
to public men in public life. We believe
that the necessity for investigation of
matters which do not at all involve the
necessity of alleging any kind of crimi-
nality arises from the necessity to main-
tain those high standards.

Public men cannot say, ‘We are clear
of any of the criminal laws.’” There is
a certain propriety of conduct which we
demand of people in public positions in
the interests of the nation.”—[OFrrIcIaL
REerort, 4th April, 1957 ; Vol. 27, e¢. 2581.]

Mr. Speaker, those are very
laudable and high principles. Fur-
ther, during the course of his speech
on that occasion he quoted an utter-
ance of Mr. Attlee, the then Prime
Minister of England. This is what
Mr. Attlee had said :

“My predecessor, Mr. Baldwin, on
another occasion explained with great
~clarity the nature of this procedure.

There are cases, happily very infre-
quent, when it is necessary that there
should be a searching inquiry before a
properly constituted tribunal, but where
that inquiry cannot be carried out by re-
course to the ordinary procedure of law.

Thus there may be no evidence
sufficiently reliable to justify the institu-
. tion of criminal proceedings, and no in-
fringement of the rights of private
individuals on which civil proceedings
could be instituted.”

The hon. Memter stressed :

. “...no evidence sufficiently reliable to
justify the institution of criminal pro-
ceedings and no infringement of the
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rights of privaie individuals on which
civil preceedings could be instituted...”
—[Orriciar REporT, 4th April, 1957 ; Vol.
27, ¢. 2583.]

I quoted that particular speech of
the hon. Member {o remind the
House of the lofty principles that
were advocated on that occasion and
some of the wvery important facts
which hon. Members will realize will
have a bearing on what I have to say
when I disclose the facts in relation
to this -mill. Fortunately, both the
quotations available to me are from
the hon. Members of the L. S. S. P.
wing of the Coalitlion.

Now I come tn another important
Debate on a Motion brought by the
then First Member for Colombo-
Central, who is now the hon. Second
Member for Colombo-Central,
(Mr. Keuneman), That was after the
N. U. Jayawardena Commision Re-
port. Hon. Members may remember
that there was a commission which
went into the conduct of Mr. N, U.
Jayawardena when he was Governor
of the Central Bank and a report was
issued. Consequent on that the follow-
ing Motion was brought up by the
Opposition and was moved by the.
hon. Second Member for Colombo
Central. It is a lengthy Motion :

“That inasmuch as the Commission
that inquired into the affairs and general
conduct of Mr. and Mrs. N. U. Jayawar-
dena has laid down certain ‘standards
which should regulate the conduct of
persons holding positibns of power and
authority in the State and as the Govern-
ment, by removing Mr. N. U. Jayawar=
dena from the office of Governor of the
Central Bank on the basis of the report
of this Commission has endorsed these
standards of conduct, this House is of
opiniion that the Government should
take steps to have the following matters
inquired into and reported upon with a

view to ascertaining how far these
standards of conduct have been
observed : — '

(1) The loans and/or overdrafts from
the Bank of Ceylon held by
Sir O. E. Goonetilleke, while be-
ing Minister of Finance and
occupying a position of authority
In relation to this Bank ;

(2) the 1loans and/or overdrafts
obtained from the Bank of
Ceylon by Mr. J. R. Jayewardene,
while being Minister of Finance
and occupying a position of
authority in relation to this
Bank ;
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(3) the 1loans obtained from the

Ceylon Savings Bank by Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene...” '

Now, Sir, it was possible—I know
it as a fact because I was present in
this House during the course of the
discussion of this Motion—that Mr. J.

*  R. Jayewardene was able to prove

that he had taken no loans whatso-
ever. In fact, the Bank owed him
some money. That, happily, was the
position. '

Apart from this question of the
contract and consequent disqualifica-
tion, there is another aspect that has
to be inquired in%o which I will touch
upon in the course of my speech,
Now, here are some of the statements
" made during the course of the discus-

sion by those demanding the
commission. :
The hon. Sccond Member for

Colombo Central, Mr, P. G. B. Keune-
man, then read fromm the Report:

“Such a man must not place himself
in a position in which his interest and
his duty are in conflict, for there is
naturally a fear that such a man will
disregard his duty and consider only his
interest. ”

Then he goes on :

“ But the Commissioners argue that the
fact that you place yourself in a position
in which a conflict between your duty
and your interest may arise constitutes
improper conduct for a person holding
a position of power and authority, similar
to that held by Mr. N. U. Jayawardena.”
—[OrriciaL REPORT, 3rd November, 1954 ;
Vol. 20, c. 746.]

Take the case of the then Minister
of Finance, my hon. Friend on my
right, the First Iember for Colombo
South. The contention was that, as
he was Minister oi Finance, there was
a certain perscnal .authority and,
therefore, he shculd not have taken
a loan. In fact he had not taken a
loan. Now, at that time the Bank of
Ceylon was not a State institution.
At that time it was a public corpora-
tion in which the Government had a
certain amount of shares. Today,
both the Bank c¢f Ceylon and the
People’s Bank are State institutions.
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So, the argument that was available
then to these hon. Members applies
with greater fcrce to the present
Minister of Finance if it can be shown
that he has placed himself in a simi-
lar situation.

Now, it is inferesting to see what
the present Minister of Finance him-
self then said. Of course, Mr. Pieter
Keuneman said that there cannot be
one standard of conduct for a Con-
troller of Exchange and another
standard for a Minister of Finance.
The present Minister of Finance, the

Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera, who was then

the Member for Ruanwella, also took
part in that discussion. This what he
said :

“I want to charge those people who
appointed Mr. N. U. Jayawardena as
Governor of the Central Bank because
these allegations were made and some
of these transactions actually took place
before he became Deputy Governor or
Governor.” [OrriciaL REeporT, 3rd
November, 1954 ; Vol. 20, c. 824.]

One of the charges made was that
he had taken a loan from the Bank
of Ceylon. So, the then hon. Member
for Ruanwella charged the Govern-
ment that this loan was taken before
Mr. N. U. Jayawardena was made
the Deputy Governor. If it can be
shown that the Hon. Minister of
Finance has taken loans which still
continue, well, then, the hon. Mem-
ber who made that charge on that
occasion that a person who had taken
a loan from the Bank of Ceylon
should not have been appointed
Deputy Governor, should himself
have been the first to say, “I am not
in a position to accept the portfolio of
Finance because [ have taken a
loan.” Then he goes on to say:

“]T am not holding them guilty for
having done these things. That is beside

the point. All that I am pointing out is
that the Commission’s Report quite
rightly set up a very high standard.

That standard is that we must not have
even the slightest suspicion about a
possible influence, direct or indirect, that
a person in high authority can bring to
bear upon those working under him.”

There is an interruption here—
What about you taking a loan ?7—
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And he says

“There is a big difference. I am not
in authority over it, but if I were the
Minister of Finance it would be different.
I do hope that hon. Members do not
seriously believe that a backbencher like
me has such influence over persons in
authority ...”

Then he goes on to say that Mr.
N. U. Jayawardena came to see him.
The Hon. Minister of Finance was
wrong. In fact, I remember this par-
ticular individual coming to see me,
and my advice to him was that if
there was the merest suspicion with
regard to him, whether he was guilty
or not, he should not hold such a
high position because he would be
the most vital person so far as the
economy of Ceylon was concerned,
and, therefore, he had no right to hold
that position.

That was the advice tendered to
Mr. N. U. Jayawardena because he
held such a vital position over the
economy of Ceylen. How much more
vital a position does the Minister of
Finance hold over the economy of
Ceylon ?

Those quotations were necessary,
at the outset, to refresh the minds of
hon. Members about the high stan-
dards quite rightly advocated by
certain Members of this House who
seem to have accepted different
standards now. <

Mr. Speaker, I come now to the
next point. Some references to the
Giridara Mill, I understand, appeared
in one of the newspapers—I think it
was either the “Davasa” or the
“ Savasa ”. For some time occasional
tit-bits were forthcoming to the
o public. I must confess that I was not
aware of these facts till much later.

Then there was the charge made
by the hon. Member for Kottawa
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena) in this
House, to which I referred earlier,
and also the reply given by the Hon.
Minister of Finance,

Then there was a reference in the
““Sama Samaja” newspaper which
said that this was all incorrvect, that

B & VIS5 ©eRVCw
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the rice part of the mill had been
leased out long ago and that this
was just character-assassination. Of
course, we never characterized their
Motions against us on innumeraple
occasions before as character-assassi-
nation. We gave priority, we dis-
cussed those Motions, the House had
full opportunity of discussing
them, and in certain cases inquiries
were held into those matters and
necessary action taken.

Then there were various versions
given at various times, but I do not
think it would be necessary for me
to deal with those diverse versions.
I will put before the House the facts
in support of the Motion.

- Mr. Speaker, there was a mill
owned by The United Lanka Rubber
and Coconut Manufacturers Limited,
a limited liability company registered
under the Registration of Companies
Act. This was owned by various
people, some Ceylonese and some
non-Ceylonese.

At a certain stage in August 1963
the Hon. Minister of Finance
(Dr. N. M. Perera) entered into an
agreement to buy this mill.

ahdw emmE Iy @i ¢ 8D
(Qrari Qardvdler Q. 1 Hever)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He was not the Minister of
Finance during that period.

2BDE @ 1wz Do
(8. Lefl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I did not intend to convey that
impression.

a8 oG EsY @ ¢ BOH

(OréLi Garedlar i 19 Heveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) |

Of course, when you stated it that
way that is the impression you
created.

RAE o s D,
(8. Llafl Creremwss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
lease, I did not intend to convey
that impression. If you want to
know,, that impression can never be
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conveyed because I am tabling a

photostat copy of the deed with the
date.

@ande emd@dm @& ¢ BE o
(O_r&L_i Qsreéedsir S 1 Feveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

That does not matter.

ARE o muw Sw.

(8. -Leafl Crarguss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

My contention is that I wish not

only to show that he is disqualified

to be the Minister of Finance, but

also to show that he is disqualified -

to be a Member of this House.

@l emmEIY ®8 & 8D

(CQréLi Qardelar 240 9. Geveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I am not on the question of
contentions. If Dr. N. M. Perera
entered into negotiations about a

mill, that is not the Minister of
Finance.

DO NGBS
(FLirpriisn)
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please ! Is the hon. Leader
of the Opposition giving way ?

RE o Wi e,

(5m. iiefl Corarpmuis)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I am not giving way. If he wants

it, I will repeat, hon. Member for
Yatiyantota.

e e By @l ¢ S8
(OLréL i Qareeiler . i Seour)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

It is verj“g necessary. It was not
even the hon. Member for Yatiyan-
tota who entered into it. It was
Dr. N. M. Perera.

RDE o »rNwD S,

(8. i of Coear@uss )

(Mr. Dudley Senanavake)

The hon. Member for Yatiyantota,

Dr. N. M. Perera, present Minister
of Finance.
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@ndu o3 @d. ¢ A
(QLr&L_ g Qamreeler Q. 19 SAeveur) :
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
That is not correct. Dr. N. M.
Perera entered into an arrangement.

He happened also to be an M.P. of’
this House. Why are you laughing ?

|HOBNWRDDE
(eurprusn)
- (Mzr. Speaker)
Order, please !

RDE ety N .
(8®. L ofl Crereuis)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I have not given way. The hon,
Member can speak later.

anda oS5 @d. ¢ B

(Qré_j Qarevelar yi. 1. Seveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

But we will not allow any inaccu-
racies to pass, not even from the

Leader of the Opposition, in the
most unctuous form.

WDOLNGDDNS
(Furprusr)
{Mr, Speaker)
Order, please!

Bda eS8y @l ¢ D
(O_ra&t_; Qareveller ,%,n". 19 Asveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

We expect you to keep Order, not
I. Why are you looking at me?

VOBNRDN

(FLrpBriis)

(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member is interrupting
the hon. Leader of the Opposition.
He is not prepared to give way.

$Hdw eI 8. & B,

(Qrdi Qareveller i n. Do)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I am not asking him to give way.
Damiasking him to be accurate.
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(B Liafl Grer@uss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

My great inaccuracy was this,
that I stated that the Minister of
Finance bought the mill in 1963. But,
according to him, it should be Mr.
Kalugalla. I am not talking about
Mr. salugalla, but I am talking about
the present Minister of Finance who
was the Member for Yatiyantota
when he bought the mill in October
1963. This mill was owned by that
~company and he bought the mull. To
be more accurate, this is what the
deed says :

“Dr. Nanayakkara Pathirage Martin
Perera .

¢3@38¢3 G E %Y qzaES. < B

(Oréi Qarevdlar gr. g Hoar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He is not ashamed of his name,

DAE o N .
(8. L ofl Corar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I was never ashamed of my nhame
and never had occasion to be
ashamed of my name.

g eamCE 8 ¢@8. ¢ 8D
(C_rmaiL_i Q@ reveil et DT 1y Seveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Not when you beat up people in
Dedigama.

DRE o snonny Den.
(Bm. ol Cear@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I beat them up? I know these
things smart them a lot.

DN 5N @D
(Jf_!ﬂ'(ﬂif?‘!!.!-.‘ﬁff)

(Mr. Speaker)
No interruptions, please!

@8a em@8sy @& ¢ B
(Oréi i Qzrovafer opi. 9. Povour)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The deed says, “ Dr. Nanayakkara
Pathirage Martin Perera ”.

Bewldm @535 @8RG
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DDE otd NNk .
(fﬁ)@ L efl Crer@ubs)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
I am reading the deed.

a8 emnE SsY @8, ¢ B
(Oréi Qarevdlear gi. 4 SAovar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I know.

DAE o N6 .
(B Lol Ceare@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I am reading the deed dated 17th
October, 1963,

Q!aaagca o 85y ¢38. < BC 2
(QLrsLir Qarevehler Q. g Hevaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) .

Your Motion says “ August ”.

DAE o NN ® .

(8. lofl Coare@uss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

My Motion says “ August”? 1
will tell you why. Before I finish
you will hear,

Gnda eam@ sy @8 & 8BCD
NOrs i Qareeiler opr. 1§ fever)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I also know why.

ADE o N D
(8. leofl Crareyuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

“Now this Indenture witnesseth that
in pursuance ... Agreement No. 522 in
consideration of the sum of Rupees One
Hurdred and Eighty Five Thousand of
lawful money of Ceylon of which a sum
of Rupees Eighteen Thousand  Five
Hundred has been paid as aforesaid prior
to the execution of these Presents and the
balance sum of Rupees One Hundred and
Sixty Six Thousand Five Hundred has
been well and truly paid by the vendee
to the company at the execution of these
Presents. ”

The facts are these: that in August
there was an agreement to buy this
mill from the company. The actual
transfer took place by deed dated
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17th October 1963, and Dr. N. M,
Perera—am I allowed to use that?—
became the possessor and owner
for tis. 185,000 of the Giridara Mills.

Whaen, this mill was originally
owned by the company it was not
one hundred per cent Ceylonese. A
quota was assigned because, evident-
ly, there is a practice, a policy
followed by the Government, that
one hundred per cent Ceylonese
mills have a larger quota than the
other mills.

Dr. N. M. Perera has seen the
Commissioner of Agrarian Services.
This is the minute made by the

Commissioner of Agrarian Services

dated 21.8.63:

“Dr. N. M. Perera, M.P., sees me and
says he has purchased this mill and asks
me for 'detzils of quota, etc. I have
informed him of the conditions and
given him a copy of the letter issued to
miliers. He has also been asked to send
a copy of the deed of transfer, and if
ownership is one hundred per cent
Ceylonese. ”

That is the minute ‘of the depart-
ment, minuted on 21.8.63, that Dr. N.
M. Perera saw that official, apprised
him of the fact that he was the
owner of the mill, and he was given
information about the quota and
other matters as regards milling,

u';?':@-r&od e S {?35. e 8D
(Cordri Qaradlar oyf. 1y Heovaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Is that minute being tabled?

RRE o 2Nz Q.
(8w ol Crareyuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanrayake)
I am tabling the whole file.

enda e sy ¢J& e 8¢

(Ors i Qarévellsr QY. 9 féveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I beg to ask you something because
it is subject to your Ruling. I have
some experience of it in this very
place for I once produced a photo-
stat here. I wish to know from the
Chair whether the same conditions
apply or not. Ths= first question that
I was asked when I soucht to produce
the photostat was—the question
was asked by your predecessor in that
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Chair, and I wish to know whether
the same question is asked of hon.
Members—" Did you compare the
photostat with the original ? ”—[In-
terruption]. Iam on a point of Order.
The hon. Member for Kottawa (Mr.
D. B. R. Gunawardena) can yell his
head off.

I wish to know whether you are
going to allow the production of any
photostat without first checking that
the photostat has been compared
with the original by the hon. Mem-
ber who is producing it. I want a
Ruling. :

WO 5NCDD
(Furprusr)

(Mr. Speaker)

I accept any papers that are tabled
in the House as coming from the
Member.

g1 e a3 @&, ¢ BC

(Qragir Qsroveiler gpi. 1y Geoar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I beg your pardon. I think I have
been misunderstood. Your distin-
guished predecessor in that Chair,
the hon. Sir Francis Molamure,
when I wanted to put in a photostat
—it is not that I was producing a
photostat ; a photostat is worthless in
the world—asked whether  the
Member seeking to place the photo-
stat before the House takes the
responsibility of stating to the House
that he has compared it with the
original. I wish to have a Ruling
from you on that point. And I refer
to the fact that your distinguished
predecescor gave that Ruling in the
matter concerning Mr, G. G. Ponnam-
balam, a Minister at that time. I
want to know whether the same
Ruling applies.

BAE o msnwd wo.
(8. iLofl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

This matter of photostats has come
up before. The hon. Member himself
produced photostats in the House.

ple ean@B8 @& ¢ B,
(Orrér i Qsrovdler opf. g Qover)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)
Precisely.
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RDE o NG .
(B ol Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

And they were read.

wBa e 35y @d. ¢ BCD
(QréLi Qaroveiar . B HAeoveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Sir Francis Molamure—

2DE o NN S
(8. Lol Coear@E)uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

In the Tabbowa matter all the

photostats  were read by the hon.

Member himself.

g e Sy @8. ¢ 8CD
(QLréi Qareoveflar opr. 4- Aovarnr)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I beg your pardon! I wish to say
that I had assured the Hon. Speaker
in advance on that occasion that I
had seen the originals. Are you
undertaking to say that you have
seen  the originals of these

documents ?

DS BNGLDDNSs

(LT FrST )

(Mr. Speaker)

I hope the hon. Leader of the
Opposition ~ speaks  with full
responsibility.

DAC o N Do,
(8. 1 of C e (@)l )
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Not only with full responsibility,
I will also say that I have seen th

originals. il

q%a@.;geﬁ GwmE B8y qf.-JB. € 85 Ds

(Oréii Qaravdler oyi. 4 Fevaur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) -

That is what I want him to say;
then T can tackle him in Debate. How
did you see them ? :

BewlSm 535 DeFACH
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(ﬁ@ . (. DT @M@Jﬁ“ﬁ;ﬂr)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

That is another matter. You have
no right to ask him.

gl ommC a3 @& ¢ 8
(@er:h.n‘ Qasreveller gyi. 1 feoveur)
(Dr. Colvin-R. de Silva)

I have got my answer. That means

" he has done a dishonourable thing.

ADE o s e

(8. L ofl Crareuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

He did a very honourable thing
when he did it in the Tabbowa

matter.

anBe omd@ 3wy 8. ¢ BCH
(QLr&Li Qarevafler oyi. &- foar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) {
Who was bribing the department ?

DDE o mmmeD .

(8ap. L ofl Cerar@wss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

In the Tabbowa case the hon.
Member did not see the originals.

My hon. Friend on my right supplied
him with the photostats. I know

that.

@B oSy @l ¢ B

(Qrai Qarevdlar . 19 Heveur )

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

No amount of falsehoods here will
change that.

215062

(Furpruss)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please!!
Ruling.

I have giveh my

i’.ﬁa@sac@ enE S5y q&ag. ¢ 8D

(QLré i Qareveller oyr. 1. Soar)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He can stand together with two
liars. On the Tabbowa matter I

Tstanid 'by what I said.
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RRE @ NNy Do,
(S ol Crareyuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I am reading from the photostat
copy of the original I have seen.

Dl o8y @& ¢ B
(QrsL i Qaresflar gr. g Heeur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The original is a Government
document.

RDE o Nnwm .
(8m. Lol Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
Of course!

#andw emE 3y @d. ¢ 8
(Qré i Qareveller gpr. g Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You have bribed somebody to
make the photostats.

RAE o N .
(8. iofl Coareyubs)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
The hon. Member is making the

charge that I have bribed somebody.
He must withdraw that.

DS 5NN
(FLr Briisr)
(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! The hon. Member
must withdraw that remark.

8. 8. @l 9n2dl» @w.
(8. . (§. oyi. @ewreur sar)
(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena)

He must withdraw. You cannot
have a Debate in this way.

@ndw omnE I3 @d. ¢ B
(OLirdi_ir Qaravaier opr. 19 Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I am sorry, Sir. I withdraw the
allegation in respect of the hon.
Member. I say that it could not
have been got without bribery.
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RAC o e B,

(B i eofl Crer@uss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I say—and I take full responsibility
for my statement—that this docu-
ment was seen without a cent’s
bribery.

arn8w o O @& ¢ B
(QLrérir Qarovellar opi. 1y Heoveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

What is the form of corruption

used ? o Ul

DOE o snNned D,

{ﬁ@ L1 ei @Ew@uéﬁ)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

The easiest thing, since this is a
Government document and not a
document which belongs to a private
party as in other cases, is for the
Government to tell us whether it is
correct or not. It is within their
power to do so. In the Tabbowa
matter it was not a Government
document. In this case I am quoting
from a Government document.

aé 288 gsmdiam

(Qzerrer &Lbefl  @HeRTeir Sar) .

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene) .

How did you get photostat copies
of Government documents ?

T E B » . (61706
(. ovmerel Dodsrser—Car_CL)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekaratne—Kotte)
Have you summoned the photo-
grapher who took the photostat
copies to give evidence? Who is
your photographer ? It is a forgery.

DS BN GRS

(Furprusr)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! Hon. Member for
Kotte, please do not interrupt. I
appeal to the House not to interrupt.
We have to finish this Debate by
8 p.m. and a large number of hon.
Members wish to speak.

Y E By » .

(&w. wL_TeTed  SHevsar Ger)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I.et each hon. Member have five
minutes.
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ADA et suznwm Do
(& Lilofl Corareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

The easiest way of proving
whether this is a forgery is to have a
Select Committee and call for the
file. Then we will know whether it
is a forgery.

“ The original deed of transfer”—
this is another minute—“ was shown
to the Commissioner ”.

To Dr. N. M. Perera from the
Commissioner :

«Jssue letter of appointment and re-
quest him to send the business registra=
tion and provide security or bond to issue
the quota”.

That is also a minute in that same
file by an official of that department.
' My only comment on that is that the
representation was not quite correct
on that date. Dr. N. M. Perera
represented to the Commissioner that
he had purchased the mill. At that
stage he had only entered into an
agreement to purchase. The purchase
took place in October.

This letter is written on behalf of
the Commissioner of Agrarian
Services :

“With reference to your interview of
19.10.63 I have the honour to inform you
that the quota of 645 (six hundred and
forty-five) par-boiled rice per week
allocated to Messrs. Giridara Rice Mills
Ltd., by my letter of even number dated
8.8.57 has been transferred in your
favour in view of the fact that you had
purchased the above mill outright. You
are hereby authorized to operate on the
abovementioned quota. A copy of the
letter of appointment stipulating the
terms and conditions is forwarded here-
with. Please forward a copy of the deed
of transfer and business registration
certificate. ”

Tt is dated 23.10.63. That is the deed
of transfer I referred to earlier and
this is the letter written and signed
for the Commissioner of Agrarian
Services on 23.10.63 to Dr. N. M.
Perera, 106, Cotta Road, Colombo. By
the way, the original file which was
in the name of Giridara Mills has
baen cut off and the new owner’s
name substituted in the file, viz,
% Dr, N. M. Perera, 106, Cotta Road,
Colombo.”—[Interruption.]

Hewldm O35 VHAC®
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There is a minute (156) which
reads as follows :

“Dr. N. M. Perera in office today hands
over the certificate of business regisira-
tion and requests that Mr. Vitharne ddo

Mr. Vitharne is his nephew, his
sister’s son.

__«he considered his agent. Dr. Perera
will send the guarantee bond tomorrow.”

Then,

« Please see folio 93. The Permanent
Secretary’s letter is quite clear. The
quota has been reduced on account of the
cormapany being not entirely Ceylonese
and for no other reason. Dr. Perera has
bought the mill outright. Original quota
of 920 bushels of rice a week must be
given. Please inform miller. e

That is initialled by the official con-
cerned.

a& D98 qerdiam

(Qserrey FLbafl (GHareur ger)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

What is wrong with that ?

D@ ot N .
(B iofl Coaneuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Nothing wrong. He has bought the
mill. He has informed the department
that he is the outright owner. Then he
has asked for his allocation of rice
and he has got it increased because it
is entirely Ceylonese now. He has
asked the department to acknowledge
his nephew as his agent for these
purposes.

g ¥w o sy @8 ¢ BT
(QraéLi Gareveler oyF. - Soveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Why do you make a point of that ?

D28 e D,
(B, Lol Coar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
Iram placing the facts first.
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G e 8Y . ¢ BT
(Qréi Qareveiler gy g Hoaur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

I beg your pardon. I take it, this
is also a photostat.

DAE od 1B Ot
(8. ilofl Corere@muwss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Yes. Then there is (157) in the
file. If there is any doubt about the
ownership, here is the photostat of
the Certificate of Registration of an
Individual. The date of transfer is
given as 15th October and the owner
is Nanayakkara Pathirage Martin
Perera of 106, Cotta Road. This is
the certificate of registration of
ownership.

BT BEDE » Q.
(Blom. ewL_merel Bossrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

That is right. Where is the con-
tract ? You are in a muddle today.

DAC cdrsnzNeem .

(8. Lileofl Crar@uses)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I am now placing the facts before
the House. I shall deal with the
aspect of contract later.

Then there is the next document—
(115). This is a letter addressed to
Dr. N. M. Perera, 106, Cotta Road,
Colombo. The subject is, “ Milling
of Government paddy on hire—
increased quota.” It reads:

“1 have to inform you that the quota
of 645 bushels allocated to your mill has
been increased to 920 bushels of par boil-
ed rice per week. Please acknowledge
receipt.”

That letter is dated 26.10.63.

Then there is the guarantee bond
that the Commissioner wanted.

&Y C BEdH » D¢
(8. ov_rerell Leiarger)
(1. Stanley Tillekeratne)

By whom ?
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@D 8w e 85 @8 ¢ BT

(Qurd i Qareveller oy, 1g. Seoveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

}?By whom ? Why do you not say
it ?

BRE etd 05Nk S,
(8. L aofl Craremuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Vitharne was introduced as his
agent.

&8 omuE 35y 0. ¢ BT
(Qrsi Qarevefler gyf. 1. Seveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) )

That guarantee bond is signed by
Vitharne, is it not ?—[Interruption].

2AE cdsNmNw Do
(8. L ofl Coar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

What is the point ? Mr. Speaker,
I am not trying to suppress any fact.

&8 e sy @& & BCED
(OLr&Li Qamrevellsr oyi. 1§ Boveur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You are. Vitharne has signed that
document and he has not signed it
as any kind of agent. The hon.
Member knows it.

ADE ot >N .
(. Leofl Coar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I have already stated that there
is a minute in the department that
Dr. N. M. Perera introduced his
nephew as his agent.

@ 8a em@ B . ¢ BC
(Qurmai_i Qarevallar yr. 1g- Bovour )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

In the way he referred to that
document, until I interrupted, it
looked as if there was a guarantee
bond from Dr. N. M. Perera, because
he said there was a letter written to
Dr. N. M. Perera asking for a
guarantee bond. Then he says that
there is a guarantee bond.—[Inter-
ruption]. It is the dirtiest method
in the world.
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2N 5NN So
(Fumrprwisn)
(Mr. Speaker)
Order, please!

HDde eIy @l. ¢ BT e
(Qr&i i Qaredler oy 19 Hevaur )
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

Most wunworthy of an
Member.

hon.

AVE oW NN .
(8. L ofl Coareyuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I know what is worthy and what
is unworthy, unlike you.

Hwhde omESH ®E & 80D
(Qrrar i Qarevdier gyr. g Hoer)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You have been caught in the act.
oG @Y Bodewy

(Qzerres ym&sssaur exheui)

(An hon. Member)

Why are you worried ?

RHE o N .

(B lofl Coaremuas)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I have not bezn caught in any act. °

You sit there and wait till I finish.—
[Interruptions].

DN BN RD NS
(FLIT BTIIST)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! Every Member of
this House is entitied to speak.—
[Interruption]. The Hon. Member
for Kotte must withdraw from the
House if he do=s not keep quiet.
There cannot be an interruption
unless the Member speaking gives
way. So long 3s he conforms to
Standing Orders, he is entitled to
speak.

WY C Beadsn .

(8. ev_rerel] SDadsrser)

(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

I rise to a point of Order. Is an

intelligent interjection allowed in this
House ?

Bewidm 8535 VedDE®
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DA 5NN
(Fur )

(Mr. Speaker)

No, I cannot allow that, too—not
today.

2DE cw Mem Sen.

(8. Lt afl Crareyuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I am fully aware of the fact that
it is sought to prevent me from pre-
senting these facts to the House. I
have been foolish in having been
drawn into it. I will place the facts
before the House. If I have read any-
thing wrong, any Member will be able
to see it because I am tabling the
whole file. There is nothing that he
cannot look at.

1 earlier stated that Dr. N. M.

" Perera had been informed by the

Commissioner cof Agrarian Services
that his quota has been increased. I
read the letter which says that Dr.
Perera’s quota has been increased.
Dr. Perera was acknowledged to be
the owner who had this dealing with
the Commissioner of Agrarian Ser-
vices. That is the point I am making.

Then there is a letter by Dr. N. M.
Perera himself from 106, Cotta Road
—[Interruption]—written by him in
his own handwriting to the Commis-
sioner of Agrarian Services. I know
his handwriting very well. If you
want to know, it is his handwriting.
If anyone wants to see the hand-
writing, here it is. It has been
written on 3rd February, 1964 :

“Please be good enough to send the
business registration certificate for Giri-
dara Mills, the copy of which I handed to
yvou through the Bank of Ceylon Head
Office. The bank will return the same in
a few days time.

Yours fai‘phfully,
N. M. PERERA. ”
That is his own letter to the Com-

missioner of Agrarian Services
written on the 3rd February, 1964.

5
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Now, Mr. Speaker, those are the
matters I place before this House as
regards——

WU C BCHEN » Dean.
(8. w_rered Qasarger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Not sufficient.

2BE o Mmnan .
(5. Llofl Crareyuds)
__(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I have not finished.

AN 5NN
(Furpruss)
(Mr. Speaker)

Hon. Member for Kotte, this is the
last warning I am giving you.

VBEE o N Don.
(B, Ll ofl Crermuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Speaker, these are briefly the
facts that arise from the documents
that I had occasion to refer to. On 21st
August, Dr. N. M. Perera saw the
Commissioner and informed him that
he had purchased the mill. In fact,
.the actual deed of transfer was in
October. I table a photostat copy of
the deed of transfer. Then, Dr. N. M.
Perera informed the department
that the mill was now 100 per cent
Ceylonese owned and, therefore, on
that score, his quantity of 600 bushels
was increased to 900 bushels. These
facts are perfectly clear. If these
facts are incorrect, if these photostats
are not really the photostats of the
genuine originals, surely a Select
Committee of the House can

enlighten this House on these very .

facts. There is no difficulty at all
for a Select Committee to call for
that file. It is a Government file in
a Government department——[Inter-
ruption]. If I have not established ?
Even if T establish, you are going to
vote against the Motion.

Mr. Speaker, I am placing these
facts before the House. Then there is
the question of the subsequent lease.
Now, much has been made of the fact
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that this mill had been leased out to
somebody eise. In fact, the impres-
sion was given at a certain time that
on his becoming Minister steps were
taken to do this. But, here I have a
photostat copy of the actual lease.
This is available to anybody ; you can
get a photostat copy of a deed or
lease. Anybody can get it, no theft
or anything of that sort is necessary.
These are public documents. Dr. N. M.
Perera has, by this document dated
10th August 1964, leased out the mill
to one Thambypillaii Dr. N. M.
Perera, as owner of the mill up to
10th August 1964, has leased it to
Thambypillai. Now it has been leased.
I am also tabling deed No. 6,103 dated,
as I said, 10th August 1964, attested
by Mr. Alwis, I think, a proctor.

It is leased for Rs. 5,000 a month. I
am merely commenting that a mill
bought for Rs. 185,000 is leased for
Rs. 5,000 a month, that is a return of
Rs. 60,000 a year. In three years the
whole amount is wiped out. Very
good business! I do not think the
worst capitalist had ever transacted
such a wonderful bit of business.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have also a
copy —the Select Committee can see
whether it is correct or not ; lest 1 be
accused of suppressing facts, I say
this is a copy but not a photostat—of
the Balance Sheet of Giridara Mills
as submitted on 31st March 1964. I
shall read it. I do not want to read
the wvarious things which have no
bearing on the point I am trying to
make. There are various creditors,
but that is not necessary for my pur-
There is a loan from the Bank

pose.
of Ceylon. On the debit side, there
is Rs. 108,500 in the balance sheet ;

from the People’s-Bank, Rs. 82,990.71.
This is a copy of the balance sheet
submitted by Dr. N. M. Perera of the
Giridara Mills dated 31st March 1964.
I can read the names of very many
other creditors, but I do not want to
do so because it is not necessary for
the rmposc of proving another point
I am ms 18

Earlier, I rs—,aa extracts as to the
high principles enunciated by these
very Membexs about borrowing from
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institutions or being indebted to ins-
titutions over which they had control.
I had occasion to refer particularly to
the Motion arising out of the N. U.
Jayawardena Inquiry Report. In fact,
the Hon. Minister of Finance himself
had stated on that occasion—to be
correct, I would like to say, the hon.
Member for Ruwanwella had stated
on that occasion—that N. U. Jaya-
wardena should never have accepted
that office and the then Government
should never have appointed him
because there was this liability at the
time of his taking up the appoint-
ment. I ask you, Mr. Speaker, was
not there this liability to the Bank
of Ceylon and the People’s Bank
when he was taking up the appoint-
ment of Minister of Finance ? Was
not that liability staring in the face ?
What was the hon. Member’s advice
to Mr. N. U. Jayawardena and to
himself in a similar situation ?

Mr. Speaker, I am not saying that
he borrowed this money after he
became Minister. These are liabili-
ties incurred by him and in fact
existing at the time he took up office
as Minister of Finance. The liability
to the Bank of Ceylon as at 3lst
March 1964 was Rs. 108,500.

I

| i
A

Y BCECHEY » .
(Bw. evirerel Gossrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

That is no contract.

2DE ctd N Don.
(8m. Liiofl Corar@ués)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

It might have been less by the time
he became Minister. The liability to
the People’s Bank as at 3lst March
18964 was Rs. 82,990.71. Does not the
argument he adduced against
Mr. N. U. Jayawardena hold good in
his case ? At that time the Bank of
Ceylon was a public corporation in
which the Government had a certain
numper of shares and a Government
representative on the board. Today
the Bank of Ceylon is an absolute
State corporation under the Hon.
Minister of Finance. That'“is ' the

Bewldm 35I%) VERDC®
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second point that 1 urge in addition
to the facts 1 placed before this
House for its consideration.

Now, Mr. Speaker, [ want to deal
with the disqualification aspect. I am
not here arguing a case of proving
contracts. To my mind there is not
a shadow of doubt that a contract did
exist between the then hon. Member
for Yatiyantota and the Government
starting about October last year and
continuing right up to the time he
became Minister of Finance ; it con-
tinued even after he became Minister
of Finance. And then there is the
deed of lease dated August 1964.
Therefore I say he still has an in-
direct interest. But that is not
material for my purpose. For a num-
ber of months after he became
Minister of Finance this contractual
relationship existed.

eSOy | BCREY B Dcan.

(Bm. evrerd Sadsrger)
(Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne)

Indirect relationship.

RDE comsnu .

(Bm. ol Crarenuss)

(Mr. Dudley S=nanayake)

And hon. Members of this House
are fully aware of the fact that not
only is a Minister disqualified from
having a contract with the Govern-
ment, but even an ordinary Member
is disqualified.

Now, I shall deal with the aspect
of the problem with regard to the
reply : “ Go to the Courts”.

ad DOE enddA®
(Qasorrey &ibefl @i e )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

They are afraid to go there. "

DAE ot NN .

(B, Liefl Coer@uss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

We are not afraid. Please let me

finish my case, and then you can say
we dre afraid, or anything else.
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Mr. Speaker, Article 13, sub-
section 3 (c), disqualifies Members
of Parliament from sitting and voting
in the event of their holding and en-
joying rights or benefits under
Government contracts.

The types of contract referred to
are contracts for the furnishing or
providing ' (a) of monies to be
remitted abroad ; (b) of goods to be
used or employed in the service of
the Crown ; (¢) of services to be used
or employed in the service of the
Crown. This provision is substan-
tially in accord with the statutory
provision that existed in England
subsequent to the Amendments made
in the previous legislation by the
House of Commons Disqualification
(Declaration of Law) Act 1931. The
Ceylon Order in Council, however,
extends the disqualification to services
to be used or employed in the service
of the Crown. That is the specific
difference in our own Act.

Now, under our legislation, if a

Member is disqualified at time of

election there is the procedure of an
election petition to be brought with-
in a certain number of days of the
declaration of the election result or
- the appointment of the Member. This
is a disqualification that has arisen
subsequent to the Member being duly
elected and qualified when elected.
It is possible to bring an informer
action. Article 14 of the Order in
Council enables a common informer
to bring an action to recover a
penalty of Rs. 500 a day from a dis-
qualified Member who sits or votes
in the House, But this provision,
however, does not go so far enough
as to prevent the disqualified Mem-
ber from sitting or voting in the
House if he is prepared to pay the
penalty and continue in his seat. So,
Mr. Speaker, you can bring a com-
mon informer action, theoretically.
The Member can continue to sit
although he is subject to a penalty
of Rs. 500 a dav, if he pays it. Mr.
Speaker, looking at the lease bond, on
the income of Giridara alone that can
be paid. A Member can, theoretically,
pav the penalty for everygdaynand
proceed to sit.
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Article 24 (2) enables the Clerk
to the House, in the event of a va-
cancy occurring, to inform the
Governor-General who can order the
holding of an election to fill the
vacancy. One cannot say that this
provision enables the Clerk to decide
a disputed question as to whether
a vacancy has in fact occurred. The
Order in Council is silent as to the
person or body which has to decide
this question, and hence it becomes
necessary to examine procedures
elsewhere. Our Order in Council does
not state which body should decide
such a question as this. It states on
the one hand that a common informer
can bring an action to sue the Mem-
ber for a penalty, on being found
guilty, of Rs. 500 a day for every day
he sits. Theoretically, it is possible
for him to pay Rs. 500 for every day
he sits and continue to be a Member.

Now, in England the principle
applicable is that it is the privilege .
of the House of Commons to provide
for its own constitution established
by law, and the privilege is defined.
But in the case of a contested elec-
tion—that is the case I referred to
before where a Member is disquali-
fied at time of election—an election
petition is brought, as it can be
brought in our country. In England
too, since 1868, by a special Elections
Act, decision of such cases has been
taken away from Parliament. By the
Elections Act of 1868, contested elec-
tions are decided today by the High
Court.

The first and third matter, that is,
the vacation of seat subsequently by
a Member, is still decided bv the
House of Commons. Whilst election
petitions are heard and decided by
the High Court since 1868, subsequent
disqualification arises. Still it iz de-
cided by the House of Commaons.

Article 21 '(iii) of our Order in
Council enables the House to npass
Q- i Orders for the resulatic
Standing Orders for the reculation
of its business. In pursuance of
these provisions, Standing Orders
havendaeen passed and the House can
appoint a Select Committee, And
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Standing Order 139 enables the

House to resort to the usages and
practices of the House of Commons.

My argument is this. The disquali-
fications existing at time of election,
particularly these disqualifications,
can all be dealt with by courts of law
as has been provided for in our
Constitution. In  England  too,
although the practice since 1868 was
for the House of Commons to decide
it, by special law, that matter had
been handed over to the High Court.
In the case of subsequent disqualifi-
cation, our law is silent as to which
is the body that should decide it. In
the case of England, subsequent dis-
qualification arising after member-
ship is decided by a Select Commit-
tee of the House. Under Standing
Order 139 we have the right to follow
the usages of the House of Commons
where our law gives us no indication
on that matter. That is why I am
asking for the appointment of a
Select Committee of this House. That
is the reason. I have already stated
that in the case of the common in-
former action the Member can pay
the penalty for every day he sits and
carry on.

I am sorry I have taken about 1%
hours—I would have taken less but
for the interruptions—but those are
the facts I wish to place before this
House.

I wish to point out to the Govern-
ment another aspect of the problem ;
that is, if the hon. Member was dis-
qualified as a result of a contract
from August or October or there-
about last year, he was not a Member
of this House when he was appointed
Minister of Finance. Under our
Constitution, a person can be  a
Minister, not necessarily of Finance,
for four months only without being
a Member of either House. If this
disqualification did exist and the
Member was appointed Minister on
June 11, 1964, the four months are
over by October 11, 1964. Is his
signature as Minister of Finance on
any document valid after that?
Cannot those acts as Minister of
Finance be questioned ? " That is &
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matter that I want hon. Members of
the Government to bear in mind. I
have quoted earlier

T IE A = E= ko ()
(FLr prus)
(Mr. Speaker)

Shall we take the tea inferval

now ?

DOE o nzNED Ocn.
(B . L ofl CrenE@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
Yes.
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(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was coming
to the end of my speech when we
adjourned for tea, and I shall not
take very much longer to conclude.
Before 1 conclude, I will briefly
recapitulate the main points I was
making.

Firstly, I stated that the hon.
Members, - particularly the hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) and the
Hon. Minister of Finance (Dr. N. M.
Perera), set up a very high standard

of public conduct on previous occa- ’

sions when they moved Motions
against the Government. This is
amply borne out by their utterances
I quoted earlier.

Then I quoted some documents in
the file as regards the contract that
the hon. Member had with the
Government. In this particular case,
here are the terms of the contract—
the contract entered into by the
original company from whom the
Hon. Minister bought this mill. It is
dated 2nd November, 1951, and the
terms are laid down as follows :

“ PURCHASE OF PARBOILED COUNTRY RICE
FROM OWNERS OF RICE MILLS/HULLING
PLANTS

With reference to your application
dated 20.9.51, I have the honour to inform
yow ¢hat your rice mill/hulling plant,
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situated at Tittapattara, Dompe, Giridara,
has been registered by me for the pur-
chase of parboiled country rice. The
weekly quota which I shall purchase from
you is 2,350 bushels of parboiled rice.

2. The D. F. C., Colombo, will inform
you shortly of the Food Control Supply
Station at which you should deliver your
rice, and the date from which you may
commence deliveries. You should notify
the D. F. C. every Saturday by letter of
the quantity of rice you expect to deliver
in the following week, sending a copy of
the letter to the F. 2. (C. & D.), Edin-
burgh Crescent, Colombo 7.

3. The Storekeeper of the Supply
‘Station, after receiving and measuring the
Tice, will issue you a goods receipt and
on submission of this to the D. F. (@
Colombo, payment will be made to you
at the Kachcheri ... ... iz

Now, Sir, before I proceed, let me
say this. I understand—and a Select
Committee can easily find out—that
payment had been made to the hon.
Member for the milling. Cheques
in the name of the hon. Member are
available. A Select Committee can
easily find that out

“4. The price payable is Rs. 53 per bag
of 80 measures, inclusive of gunny
delivered at the Supply Station. This
price is subject to alteration after due
notice.

9. You are requested to note carefully
that the rice should be milled from pro-
perly parboiled, well-dried paddy to a
normal full polished standard of hardness,
free from paddy husks, grit and sand,
broken grains should not exceed 12 per
cent. It should not be wet or moist.
Further, rice should not be delivered un-
less at least two weeks have elapsed from
the date of milling. As already stated in
my notice, you should measure into each
bag a little more than 80 measures to
allow for dryage and measurement short-
age so that disputes may be avoided.
Unless those conditions are carefully
observed, shortages are bound to be ascer-
tained when consignments are measured.
Please note that you should not despatch
more than the quota of 2,350 bushels in
any one week commencing from the date
which the D. F. C. will communicate to
you.”

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, these are
the terms on which the Government
recognizes any miller who enters
into a contract with the Government.
Furthermore, hon. Members know
there are a number of millers in
their various constituencies who
enter into similar contracts with the
Government. They are supplied
with so many bushels of paddy, they
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contract to supply so many bushels
of rice at a certain price, and the
conditions on which they are to be
supplied are stated in the millers’
contract,

From this company the Hon.
Minister of Finance, then Member
for Yatiyantota, went and saw the
department concerned on @ 21st
August, 1963. The minute is to that
effect. He represented that he was
now the owner, and asked for details
of quota and so on. He was informed
of the conditions laid down and given
a copy of the letter issued to all
millers. Later on he went with his
nephew, Mr. N. R. Vitharne, and
wanted him acknowledged as his
agent.

I quoted from that particular docu-
ment in the file. It is true, as the
hon. Member for Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia jumped about and stated,
that the guarantee bond was signed
by Vitharne. Of course, Vitharne has
signed the guarantee bond, but
already he had been accepted as the
agent of Dr. N. M. Perera. I read the
minute to the effect by the parti-
cular official. Anybody can guaran-
tee, but in this specific case Vitharne
was recognized and was put forward,
as minuted in the files of the depart-
ment, as agent for Dr. N. M. Perera
after Dr. N. M. Perera had seen the
department. So, if Vitharne did sign
the guarantee bond, he signed it as
agent of Dr. N. M. Perera. There is
no doubt about it.

I will read the letter that Vitharne
has written. This is what he says:

“Dear Sir,

As I have taken charge of the rice mill
attached to the Giridara Mills which was
formerly under the ownership of the
United Lanka Rubber and Coconut Manu-
facturers Ltd., please be good enough to
allocate the quota of paddy for milling to
me. ”

Then there is a minute by the official,
“A. C.”, that is Assistant Commis-
sioner of the department. It reads:

“Dr. N. M. Perera in office today with
Mr. Vitharne and requests that we recog-
nize Mr. Vitharne as his agent to draw
paddy,deliver rice, ete.
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Forward the letter to A. C., Colombo,
for necessary action accordingly.

Sgd. B. C. R. JAYASINGHE,
A

Mr. Vitharne’s address in the
letter is, “ 106, Cotta Road, Borella ”,
the residence of Dr. N. M. Perera.
The letter is dated 25th October,
1963. This is also the business address
of the mill.

Surely the facts are evident to
anybody. But even if they are not,
I have made it patently clear. As
I said, a Select Committee can call
for the cheques that have gone to
Dr. N. M. Perera and find out who
was drawing money on these con-
tracts with the Government.

Here again is a letter. It is dated

October 29th, 1963 :

“ October 29th, 1963.

GIRIDARA MILLS—DOMPE

I am forwarding herewith letter of
guarantee No. 3062 (Bank of Ceylon—
Central Office) issued in favour of Mr. E.
R. Vitharne (as agent for Dr. N. M.
Perera).”

It is sent to the Commissioner of
Agrarian Services. The hon. Member
for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia (Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva) jumped up and said that
I wanted to suppress the fact that
Vitharne had signed the guarantee
bond. I had no intention of suppres-
sing that fact.—[Interruption.] It is
dated 29th October, 1963.

The great point that the hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia
made—and he disturbed my speech
in doing so—was that it was Vitharne
who signed the guarantee bond.
Here is the manner in which the
guarantee bond was received by the
department.

Dr. N. M. Perera himself goes to
the department—I have quoted the
document—and says, “ Now the mill
is 100 per cent Ceylonese owned.
Increase the quota to 900-odd
bushels””. They increased the quota.
I do not say that the Hon, Minister
of Finance used undue infiuence ic
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have the quota increased. But all
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“these facts show that he has entered

into this contract.

All hon. Members are aware that
every rice miller who mills rice
for Government has a contract with
Government. What is this shouting
about a contract? There were a
number of people who wanted to
come forward as candidates for
elections and some of them told me
that they could not come forward as
they had contracts with the Govern-
ment for milling rice. All hon.
Members know that a rice miller
acknowledged by the Government
has a contract with the Government
and gets a quota. Of course, the
miller has to conform to certain
conditions. I do not want to deal
with that aspect any more. Those
are the facts on which I rely to prove
a contract. '

Quite rightly, the Ceylon (Consti-
tution) Order in Council disqualifies
an hon. Member if he has a contract
with the Government. It says at
Section 13 (3) (c) :

“if he, directly or indirectly, by himself
or by any persoa on his behalf . .. .”

Even with Vitharne as agent—

“__or for his use or benefit, holds, or
enjoys any right or benefit under any
contract made by or on behalf of the
Crown in respect of the Government of
the Island for the furnishing or providing
of money to be remitted abroad or of
goods or services to be used or employed
in the service of the Crown in the
Island ; ”

Quite rightly, there is that dis-
qualification. Members of Parliament
have been disqualified on that score
before. Quite rightly, that is a dis-
qualification because our personal
interests may compete with the pub-
lic interests when we act as Mem-
bers of Parliament. That is why this
qualification is attached. It is so not
only in the case of Members of our
Parliament but also in the case of
Members of most Parliaments.

Apart from that, I want to stress
another point which was quite for-
cibly stressed by hon. Members of
the (Government. I reminded the
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House of the views expressed by the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota about
the N. U. Jayawardena affair where
N. U. Jayawardena took up a position
of authority over an institution to
which he was indebted. I quoted what
he said on that occasion. He told Mr.
N. U. Jayawardena that even if there
was a suspicion he should not accept
that position. He argued that Mr. N.
U. Jayawardena was in a position of
authority over the Bank of Ceylon
because he was Governor of the Cen-
tral Bank at that time. As Governor
of the Central Bank he had super-
visory powers over other banks in-
clusive of the Bank of Ceylon. Then
how can the Hon. Minister justify
holding the position of Minister of
Finance with the Bank of Ceylon as
a State bank under him, even possibly
with more authority than Mr. N. U.
Jayawardena had as Governor of the
Central Bank over the Bank of
Ceylon which today is a State bank ?
On that occasion the Bank of Ceylon
was a public corporation. That is
another aspect of the matter which I
want hon. Members to consider.
After all I am called upon to give
sufficient facts to make hon. Members
of the House feel that there is a case
for inquiry by a Select Committee. I
have given the answer to the reply
that we should go to the courts.

I have stated that by an election
petition it is possible to go to the
courts in a case where a Member was
disqualified at the time of election. I
have said that our law is silent as to
who should decide when a Member
becomes disqualified subsequent to
election. I have stated that the
House of Commons practice is that
the House of Commons itself decides
these particular matters and there
are innumerable cases in May’s book
on Parliamentary Practice where the
House of Commons has decided, by
way of a Select Committee, matters
of this nature.

Apart from that, there is the prob-
lem, if this hon. Member is disquali-
fied, whether he is not a stranger in
this House. What we want is advice.
We want some advice from a Select
Committee of Members, after due
deliberation, as to what we should do
with such a stranger.
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After the then hon. Member for
Nikaweratiya (Mr. Mudiyanse
Tennekoon) sent his resignation there
was some talk whether he had
actually resigned or not. Fortunately,
he had accepted the fact that he had
resigned, and he went away.
Supposing he walked in here before
another Member was elected in his
place, who was going to put him out
of the House as a stranger ? I say it
is Mr. Speaker’s privilege. Mr.
Speaker has to be advised by a Select
Committee of Members of this House.
That is my answer to the question of
going to the courts. I had read a
statement made by the hon. Mem-
ber on a previous occasion with re-
gard to this very matter. He had
stated that his first inclination was
to resign but on consulting his law-
yers he had decided otherwise. I must
only say that the hon. Member’s first
inclination was correct and that he
was ill-advised by his lawyers who-
ever they may be. I feel sure that any
hon. Member of this House, placed in
the circumstances in which the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota and now
Minister of Finance is placed, would
have had no alternatve but to ten-
der his resignation. It may be that he
overlooked these facts but these facts
are there, and, therefore, if that
course is not taken, I do hope the
House will have the good sense to
have this matter pursued . further,
investigated further.

I have placed sufficient facts before
the House for an investigation by &
Select Committee, and the data I
have placed before the House are
available. The original file is
available to a Select Committee.

I have no doubt that the House
will do its duty in keeping with its
dignity.

g. &n. 4.50

@8e DDED. cammem (end )
(soorflE Loy, ss@uss—sasrdl)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise to
second the Motion that has been
moved by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition.
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At the outset of the Debate the
Hon. Minister of Finance made a
very important statement. He told
the House that he had obtained legal
advice and that he was advised that
the matter in issue is one which is
within the exclusive jurisdiction of
the courts.

Now, Sir, you will notice that seven
of us, party leaders, have given notice
of this Motion for the appointment
of a Select Committee on this ques-
tion. I want to tell the House that,
when we asked for the appointment
of a Select Committee on this matter,
we were well advised. We acted
according to the. best parliamentary
traditions.

I want to show you that similar
questions had arisen in the House of
Commons. I want to cite to you a
specific instance where a Government
contract had been alleged against a
Member of the House of Commons
and I want to show that, on that
occasion, the best parliamentarians of
the day were of the opinion that the
matter in issue should be referred
to a Select Committee of the House.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I refer you
to the House of Commons’ HANSARD
of 11th November, 1912, column 1720.

“ Members of Parliament (Government
Contracts) .

48. S1r FrepErRICK BANBURY asked the
Prime Minister whether he is aware that
the hon. Baronet the Member for ‘the
Tower Hamlets is a partner in the firm of
Messrs Samuel Montagu and Company ;
whether he is aware that His Majesty’s
Government have been purchasing large
amounts of silver through, or of, that
firm ; whether he is aware that, when the
Government purchased two ships through
Messrs Antony Gibbs and Sons in 1904,
I.ord Aldenham and Mr. Vicary Gibbs,
then Members of this House and partners
in the firm, resigned their seats under the
Statute 22, George II., c. 45; and when it
is proposed to move the writ for the
Tower Hamlets Division.

Mgr. Swirr MacNemn: May 1 ask
whether this is not a matter which in-
volves the construction of Acts of Parlia-
ment, and whether the right hon. Gentle-
man will consider the propriety, as in the
Rothschild case, of appointing a Select
Committee to deal with the matter?

Bewidm 0535 VeFDCw®
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Tue PrIME MINISTER : I am advised by
the Law Officers that the question whether
in this case the seat has been vacated
under the Statute referred to is one of
difficulty and doubt. In accordance with
the preceden_ts, I shall propose that a

Select Committee be appointed to inquire
into the matter.”

Qir Frederick Banbury raised an
objection, and this is the reply of the
Prime Minister, Right Hon. H. H.
Asquith, appearing in column 1721 :

«The question, I imagine, which the
judge would have to decide is whether
the penalty has been incurred. The ques-
tion which the House has to consider is
whether the seat has been vacated. That
is a question for this House, and this
House alone, and, in accordance with pre-
cedent, it has always been considered by
reference to a Select Committee.”

That is the opinion of the Right
Hon. H. H. Asquith.

The same question came up in the
form of a Motion by the then
Attorney-General, Sir Rufus Isaacs,
who later became Lord Reading. I
take the liberty of quoting from the
House of Commons Hansarp of 22
November, 1912, column 685 :

«Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir Rufus
Isaacs) : I beg to move, “That a Select
Committee be appointed to consider
whether Sir Stuart Samuel has vacated
his seat as a Member of this House in
consequence of the firm of Samuel Mon-
tagu and Company, in which firm he is
a partner, having entered into transac-
tions with the Secretary of State for
India in Council: That Mr. Butcher,
Mr. Hohler, Mr. Alfred Lyttelton,
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, Mr. Swift Mac-
Neill, Mr. Pollock, the Prime Minister,
Mr. Solicitor-General, and Mr. Kugene
Wason be Members of the Select Com-
mittee : That the Committee have power
to send for persons, papers, and records.
That three be the quorum.”

Sir Rufus Isaacs, in moving that
Motion, made out a case for the
appointment of a Select Committee.
This is what he said :

“The matter for the determination of
the House must be exercised in a judicial
capacity by Members, and, therefore,
following the practice of this House, must
be referred to a Select Committee which
is to investigate the facts and determine
what is to be the view of the House on
the particular matter. In this instance the
Committee will have to decide whether
certain tests will bring this particular
case within the words of the Statute of
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1782, and upon the answer to that ques-
tion will depend the determination of
whether or not the seat is to be vacated.
I will call attention, a little later, more
particularly to the Statute. Putting the
matter in another form, so that the House
may clearly appreciate it, the point at
issue is whether a contract made and
transaction entered into by a Member of
this House, being a partner in a firm
which has transactions or made contracts
with the Secretary of State for India in

Council, are contracts or transactions
which come within that particular
Statute: that is the real point to be

decided. May I say at the outset, so as to
make it perfectly plain, that the setting
up of this Committee involves no reflec-
tion upon the personal honour or integrity
either of the hon. Baronet in question or
the firm with which he is connected. We
are not by instituting this Committee in-
quiring into anything else or admitting
the need for inquiry into anything other
than whether or not there has been a
breach of the particular Statute, and it
is to that matter that I intend to address
myself. ”

Sir Rufus Isaacs continued to quote
precedents for his contention that
the question of the contract should
be referred to a Select Committee of
the House. This is what he said:

“«Of course, if this were a perfectly
clear and plain matter and admitted to be
a breach of the Statute by the hon. Mem-
ber in question, as I apprehend the
practice and procedure of this House,
there would be no necessity to appoint a
Select Committee. As far as I have been
able to judge from a careful examination
of this question, the practice has always
been in cases which have occurred again
ard again—for example, at the election
of a Member of this House who has found
after he was selected that there were
contracts existing between his firm and
some department of the Government
which came within this Statute—that he
has not taken his seat because he becomes
disqualified by reason of this Statute, and
where there is no dispute or doubt the
new writ has been issued. When you have
questions of doubt or difficulty, and where
a Member does not admit that there is a
disqualification by reason of this Statute,
the practice always has been to refer the
matter to a Select Committee of the
House. It is that practice and procedure
which we are now following and which
I propose to justify by a short reference
to precedents.”

You see, Sir, how very categorical
and clear Sir Rufus Isaacs is on the
question of referring this matter to
a Select Committee. Then Sir-Rufus
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Isaacs gives an account of the
precedents. After that he winds up
his speech thus—

“In dealing with this particular ques-
tion the House, at any rate, is exercising
a judicial function. It has to determine
this question, which is really a question
of law, but which the House always de-
cides for itself according to the law and
according to the best view it is able to
form. It is for that purpose that we have
thought it right, with the assistance of the
Noble Lord (Lord Balcarres), that we
should have Members appointed on this
Committee who, we think, are eminently
fitted to decide a question of this character
and who will bring to bear upon it
not only an examination of all the
precedents and all the Statutes, but
minds which have been trained in the
law, and which, no doubt, are capable of
giving both legal and judicial interpreta-
tion to the question and to the particular
Statutes they may have to construe. . ..
The hon. Baronet the Member for the
City of London (Sir F. Banbury) has
said it would be better to refer it to a
Court of Law because there are questions
which eventually a Court of Law may
have to decide, and there is nothing in
any of the Statutes which makes it im-
perative upon a Court of Law to come to
the same conclusion as a Select Committee
of the House of Commons. I quite agree
with him. It has always been one of the
difficulties which has confronted us, that
this House has set up statutory penalties
in reference to the disqualification of seats,
maintaining, as it always has done, that
it is for this House to determine whether
the seat is vacant and for the Courts to
determine whether or not a penalty has
been incurred. That has always been the
practice. ”

Now, this how Sir Rufus Isaacs
winds up his speech :

“1 am anxious to make it quite plain,
as we have been challenged in regard to
this matter that all that we are doing is
to follow what is the practice and pro-
cedure of this House, laid down for a very
long period, that we are adhering to the
precedents of the House of Commons and
taking what we believe to be the only
right course of asking this House to deter-
mine, in its judicial capacity, that ques-
tion which comes before it for determinra-
tion, and so answer once and for all
whether the seat is to be vacated.”

Sir Rufus Isaacs was challenged in
his view by a number of Members,
Among others who spoke was
Mr. Bonar Law. Mr. Bonar Law held
the view that it would be better to
refer this matter to a court of law.
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However, he did not oppose the
appointment of a Select Committee.
These are the words of Mr. Bonar
Law in column 707 of that HANSARD :

“I do appeal to the Attorney-General,
and, if the Hon. Prime Minister were here,
I would renew the appeal my noble
Friend has made. Precedents are very
good, and it is because the Government
are acting in accordance with precedents
that we have decided not to oppose the
appointment of this Committee, if they
go on. I have said precedents are good,
but, after all, it is far more important to
have the thing done in the way which is
best in the interest of the House of
Commons.”

Mr. Bonar Law, while stating it as
his opinion that it would be better to
refer the matter to a court of law,—
the good parliamentarian that he
was—said that he agreed to the
appointment of a Select Committee.

After Mr. Bonar Law spoke on the
matter—there is one other great
name here—Mr. Lloyd George took
part in the Debate. This is what
Mr. Lloyd George said—column
715 ;

“It is a very very serious matter for the
House of Commons to say that it is going
to part with its right to the Law Courts
to decide questions of this kind. Up to
the present we have maintained this
right. The right hon. Gentleman says that
we have parted with it as far as election
petitions are concerned. That is a totally
different matter. A great deal that has
happened recently has made some people
doubt whether, after all, the change in
that respect is such a great improvement.
It is by no means an accepted success.
Taking into account the desirability of
having a rapid decision, taking into ac-
count the precedents of the past, and
taking into account the undesirability of
the House of Commons parting with its
rights to any judicial tribunal in the
matter of declaring who shall and who
shall not be a Member of this House, I
think the Government have come to a
right conclusion. ”

You will see, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
that the opinions of the Right
Honourable Gentlemen, H. H.
Asquith, Sir Rufus Isaacs, who later
became Lord Reading, and Mr. Lloyd
George were identical, that this
question of the alleged -contract
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between the Government or the Gov-
ernment’s agents and Sir Stuart
Samuel, a Member of Parliament,
should be referred to a Select
Committee of the House.

If my hon. Friends on the other side
want any arguments that this should
be referred to a court of law, they are
at liberty to take up this volume of
Hansarp and read the speeches of
some of the other Members. However
that may be, the House of Commons,
on 22nd November, 1912, came to a |
unanimous decision that a Select
Committee should be appointed to
consider the question of this contract,

So you will see that we, the seven
Members who ask for a Select Com-
mittee, were following the highest
and the best parliamentary traditions
in asking that this matter be referred
to such a Committee.

I have been in this House from 1943
and I have had the privilege of listen-
ing to quite a number of debates on.
questions which are very much
similar to the question that we are
debating this afternoon. The hon.
Leader of the Opposition referred to
two special cases. I want to refer to
another case in which a Motion was
moved by the present hon. Member
for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia. Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva on the 20th of September
1949, moved the following Motion
which is in column 189 of HaNSARD of
the same date :

“That in view of the Prime Minister’s
statement that he ‘ cannot proceed further
in the matter’ of the allegations against
a Minister of his Cabinet contained in the
copy of a document placed before him on *
the 30th August, 1949, this House has no
confidence in the Government.”

This was a Motion moved by the.
hon. Member as a result of the failure
on the part of the Prime Minister to
take action on a document that he had
submitted to the Prime Minister, This
document was a letter addressed by a
business house in Amsterdam to a
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business house in Colombo. The docu-
ment, among other things, stated as
tollows :

“The Minister was not at all interested
in the proposition itself. He is only inter-
ested to learn what he could earn pri-
vately on it. Commander du Cane indi-
cated however at this request that the
quoted price was strict net.”

This portion that I quoted appeared
in the document which was submitted
to the Prime Minister by the hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia
who was then Member by the hon.
watta-Galkissa. Quite rightly, the
hon. Member took exception to the
fact that the Prime Minister did not
take action on the contents of that
document. Now, in the Debate that
has arisen now, I ean do no better
than quote the very words that the
hon. Member for Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia used on 20th September, 1949.
This is what he said :

“T made and make no accusations
against the Minister concerned.”—

Nor do we make accusations against
the Minister concerned in the present
matter.

“I only pointed and point to the
accusations made in the document as re-
quiring prompt and public investigation
both in the interests of all concerned,
which includes the Minister himself, and
in the light of the best traditions of
Parliament and public life.”

We too point to the accusations
made in the documents that have
been produced as requiring prompt
and public investigation both in the
interest of all concerned, which in-
cludes the Minister himself, and in
the light of the best traditions of
Parliament and public life.

Now, Sir, the hon. Member for
- Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia continued to
quote from a speech made on the
occasion of the appointment of the
Lynskey Tribunal. He quoted from
) the speech made by the then Prime
Minister, Mr. Clement R. Attlee.
Some of the passages he quoted then,
I would quote now :

“Sir, the House will recall what was
the origin of this inquiry. It came to
my notice that there were rumours and
allegations affecting the honour of Minis-
ters and public servants. Iideemed it
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essential that there should be at once
the most searching inquiry to discover
the truth, ”

The hon. Member again quoted
Mr. Attlee as having said in the same
connection :

“Thus there may be no evidence
sufficiently reliable to justify the institu-
tion of criminal proceedings and no in-
fringement of the rights of private indivi-
duals on which civil proceedings could
be instituted. Where there are rumours,
rumours of corruption in the public ser-
vice which might shake public confidence,
there must be the means of rapid
investigation. ”

The hon. Member also quoted from
the speech made on that occasion by
the Lord President of the Council,
Mr. Herbert Morrison. This is the
passage which he quoted :

“The question then arose, ‘Well, do
you do nothing when you know that there
really is something worth examining ?’
The purity of our public administration,
the uprightness of public life and, what
is nearly as important, the belief of the
people in that uprightness and purity,
demand that a Government should take
other steps.”

On that occasion, the hon. Member
wound up his speech with the
following peroration :

“But, Sir, if the Hon. Prime Minister
will not pay heed not merely to what
an Atlee said or a Morrison contended,
nor even to the requirements of states-
manship and the dictates of wisdom, then
it is necessary to remind him that at the
basis of every power structure, if it is
to last, there has to be a certain moral
element. This moral element in politics
which is what the common term “ purity
of public life” adverts to, is certainly
indefinable and may well be palpable.
Nevertheless, it is also a real and basic
element of lasting power. Governments
and States that neglect and overlook this
element do so at their peril. It cannot
be paid lip-service to; it must be ope-
rated, for history provides no permanent
escape from destiny through subterfuge.
A clean public life requires bold steps
to ensure it ; bold steps require bold men.
Even now, I appeal to the Hon. Prime
Minister : be bold, for this is not a ques-
tion for politicians but for statesmen, and
statesmen in these matters are not cau-
tious but bold. Governments like men
must dare to die in order to live.”

After the Hon. Prime Minister had
replied, the hon. Member for Dehi-
wala-Mount Lavinia made another
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peroration which was also equally
eloquent. I take the liberty to quote
from column 237 :

“But, today I am an accuser of the
Prime Minister. I came to him expecting
him to exercise as Prime Minister in this
connection an impartial point of view. I
am sorry to find from his speech in this
House that he could not rise to that lofty
height. He has, by his speech today,
shown that he acted as a partisan where
he should have acted as a judge, He
has today shown that he is more concern-
ed with the temporary interests of what
to us seems to be an utterly unprincipled
political alliance, than with taking proper

steps for the maintenance of ftrue
standards of public life.

He will use his steam-roller, and he
may leave this place with a glow of
triumph. I do not, and I shall not, envy
him the petty triumph he has sought to
achieve, for in his person and through
his majority, what has triumphed is
neither the public interest, the honour of
the Ministers, nor the dignity of this
House but petty-minded partisanship and
inability to rise to the occasion greatly
on a great occasion.”

We can fling those words back at
hon. Members of the Government.
I will not be so unkind as to
speak of the present political alliance
as an unprincipled one. Those words
occur in this peroration.

“ He has today shown that he is more
concerned with the temporary interests
of what to us seems to be an utterly
unprincipled political alliance.”

I will not say that, but I will use
his words about the steam-roller
majority and say that the Govern-
ment may leave this place with a
glow of triumph, and I will say with
the hon. Member for Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva),
“ But that triumph will be a petty
one, for what triumphs will be
neither the public interest nor the
honour of Ministers nor the tradi-
tions of Parliament, but petty-
minded partisanship and inability to
rise to the occasion.”

I was also reminded of yet another
Debate in the history of our Parlia-
ment when the hon, Member for
Ruwanwella, the present Hon.
Minister of Finance, moved a Motion
asking for a commission of inquiry
to go into certain suspicions fthat had
arisen about the doings of the United
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Tractor Co. That is very important
because the present Leader of the
Opposition, who was then the Prime
Minister, figured in it.

I am taking a very detached view.
Not being a U. N. P’er, I can take a
detached view of this whole incident,
and if what I read seems to favour
one side and not the other, the fault
is not mine but the fault is with the
historical facts as given in HANSARD.
I am referring to HansarD of 9th July
1952, column 529.

Dr. N. M. Perera moved the
following Motion :

« That in view of the public uneasiness
regarding the relations between the
Government and the United Tractor and
Equipment Co., Ltd., this House resolves
that a Commission of Inquiry should be
appointed to inquire into and report on
all transactions entered into between the
Government and/or other statutory bo-
dies like the Gal Oya Development
Board and their officers on the one hand,
and the United Tractor and Equipment
Co. Ltd., and/or its associated concerns
angl/or its directors or officers on the
other.”

On this occasion, the hon. Member
for Ruwanwella made out what we
thought was a good prima facie case
in which he made certain allegations
against the United Tractor Co. Those
allegations were of a very serious
nature. The first of those allegations
was as follows—I quote from a Re-
port of the Public Accounts
Committee :

“ That the United Tractor and Equip-
ment Ltd., the Ceylon Agents of the
Caterpillar Tractor Company of America,
received unfair preference from Govern-
ment and the Gal Cya Development Board
in the purchase of heavy agricultural

machinery by securing as one of their
directors Mr. Robert Senanayake, the son
of the then Prime Minister and the
brother of the Minister of Agriculture.”

That was a very serious charge.
I do not think I remember any inci-
dent in this House during the last 20
years in which such a serious charge
was made against an hon. Member of
the House as the charge that was
made by the hon. Member for
Ruwanwella on the 9th of July 1952.
The charge made bv the hon. Mem-
ber involved the Minister of Agri-
culture and the Prime Minister of
that relevant period.
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Now, on that occasion, the 9th of
July 1952, one of the Members who
took part in the Debate was the Hon.
Dudley Senanayake, who was the
Prime Minister at the time of the
Debate. So he replied to that Debate
as the Prime Minister of the country.
I want to read out a portion of his
speech because it shows how the
Government of that day treated a
matter of such importance as the
matter that has arisen now. This is
what the Hon. Dudley Senanayake,
Prime Minister, said :

‘The hon. Member for Ruwanwella
wants to see purity established in the
public life of this couatry. I say to him,
“Yeg.” If nothing else can be done but
establishing purity and purity alone, then
that will be a great achievement indeed.
It is not my desire, nor is it the desire
of any hon. Members here, to hide any-
thing or to shelve anything. The hon.
Member has been told that there is a
competent body, namely, the Public
Accounts Committee which has the right
to inquire into ths purchases made not
only by this depariment but by any other
department or by any other Ministry.
That inquiry need not even be initiated
by the Auditor-General in his report. He
need not initiate an inquiry or raise any
matter about purchases about which hon.
Members themselves have obtained infor-
mation. They initiated it on their own
and they chose either not to make any
comments or they were absent at the time
of the inquiry. Therefore, it is perfectly
within the competence of a Committee of
this House, in which even Members of the
Opposition are members, to go fully into
all these matters that have been raised.
Does the hon. Member for Ruwanwella
deny that? I cdo not think he denies
that. Therefore, he cannot accuse us of
trying to hide anything or- shelve any-
thing. If he has faith in his allegations, if
he can produce the letters he has never
seen and prove nis case, the Public
Accounts Committee would be willing to
go into all the facts of the case as was
quite rightly assured by the new Chair-
man of that Committee. If the Committee
feel that they are not competent—I mean
not in a derogatory manner but that
powers are lacking—then surely they can
make the recommendation that a com-
mission should go into this. And if any-
thing is brought to light as a result of the
inquiry by this Committee, I, on behalf of
the Government, will assure the hon.
Member that I will take steps to appoint
a commission even if it means the end of
my political career.——[OFFICIAL REPORT,
9th July, 1954 ; Vol. 12, c. 606.]

The Hon. Prime Minister then
wanted the matter taken up by the
Public Accounts Committee, which
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is a Select Committee of this House
with greater powers than an ordinary
Select Committee. He said if any-
thing illegal was found he was
prepared to appoint a commission
even if it meant the end of his
political career. The House was
satisfied with that guarantee and the
Public Accounts ' Committee pro-
ceeded to investigate the matter.

The Public Accounts Committee
consisted of 7 members. The Chair-
man was the hon. Appointed Member,
Mr. Roslyn Koch. There were three
Members of the Opposition, Mr. C. P.
de Silva, the present Leader of the
House, Mr. Wilmot A. Perera, the
then Member for Matugama, and the
Member for Galle, that is myself.
There were three Members of the
Government, Mr. S. C. Shirley Corea
as Minister, Mr. H. E. P. de Mel,
the Member for Talawakele, and
Mr. M. D. H. Jayawardena, Minister
of Finance at that time. So, in the
Public Accounts Committee were
three Members of the Government,
three Members of the Opposition,
and an Appointed Member, also a
Government  Member, as the
Chairman.

This Public Accounts Committee
held over 15 sittings. It examined
over 20 witnesses ; there were over
20 documents in the case. And it
issued a report, which contained all
the evidence collected, exonerating
the United Tractor & Equipment Co.
of all the charges.

It was possible for any member of
the public to examine all these docu-
ments and go through all the evid-
ence. One of the witnesses who
came up before the Committee was
Dr. N. M. Perera, who had made the
allegations originally. He was given
the opportunity of adding anything
further to what he had said before
and asking any further witnesses to
be called if he wished. The Public
Accounts Committee went very
carefully into the whole question.

What I want to point out to you is
that on that occasion the Govern-
ment had the courage to refer the
matter to a Committee. If the Govern-
ment wavered for a moment then we
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would still be saying that the Gov-
ernment of that period covered up
an irregularity.

It has to be pointed out that the
Public Accounts Committee had a
majority of Members of the Govern-
ment. If a Select Committee of this
House is appointed in the way the
hon. Leader of the Opposition asks
that it should be done, the majority
of its members will be Members of
the Government. We do not fear
that ; we welcome it. It is not that
we are determined to find fault with
anybody. We want to find out the
truth, and we want to help in main-
taining the highest and the best
parliamentary traditions.

I do appeal to the Government to
look at this matter not from a party
angle but from the higher and the
greater viewpoint of the interests of
the people, of the purity of public life
in the country, and of the mainten-
ance of the highest and the best
parliamentary traditions. I have not
expressed my personal opinion on the
matter. After what I have cited to
you, it should be possible for the
Motion moved by the hon. Leader of
the Opposition to be carried without
a Division.
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(Mr. Bernard Soysa—Second Colombo
South)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I had in fact
intended to participate in this Debate
at a much later stage. But since it is
also given to us to express wishes,
just as much as the hon. Member for
Galle (Dr. W. Dahanayake) who
preceded me expressed a Wish that
this Motion might be voted on with-
out a Division and proceeded to act
upon that presumption, I might also
permit myself to believe that this
honourable House, having listened to
the case .as presented by the hon.
Leader of the Opposition . .and, the
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hon. Member for Galle, would answer
in the way that counsel, faced with
an empty prosecution matter in
respect of which the prosecutor is
unable to adduce any evidence in
support of the charges he makes,
will answer the learned magistrate
who tries it, “There is no case for
me to meet.”

I have examined this matter and
discussed several times over with
the Hon. Minister of Finance—from
the days when this allegation was
first made—whether there is any
substance in any of the accusations
that are made. I came here fully
convinced that there was nothing
wrong. Nevertheless, on account of
the respect with which one has
been accustomed to treat the hon.
Leader of the Opposition and the
fact that he does not normally per-
mit himself to make statements
unless he feels that there is something
which he could go wupon—that
kind of expectation into which we
have been led, at least in regard to
the public image of the hon. Leader
of the Opposition—I came here with
a certain tenseness wondering what
rabbits this wonderful magician was
going to pull out of his hat.

Having listened to his speech I
must confess to a sense of disappoint-
ment—not in regard to his eloquence
or in regard to the manner in which
he sought to explain what he meant.
In regard to all those matters I must
confess that he maintained the usual
high standards. I was disappointed in
regard to the material he gave us on
the basis of which we are asked to
make up our minds. In regard to
those matters I must confess to a
sense of disappointment. We are
very much like the man 'who has
been invited to be present at a
feast and finds that the tables are
empty.

As for the hon. Member for Galle
who followed him, undoubtedly, con-
sidering the brevity of the time at
his disposal, he was lacking in his
usual loquacity. But even having
regard to the limits he would have
placed upon himself, I would have
expected the hon. Member for Galle
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to have buttressed the case that has
been presented, at least with some-
thing new. After these very able
prosecutors have presented then: case,
I find that there is really nothing to
reply to.

Let us examine what is the burden
of their song. What does the hon.
Leader of the Opposition say ? What
does the hon. Member for Galle say ?
What is the substance of the case
they tried to make ? If we try to get
an answer to that question we have
to go into a wider political question,
and that is the campaign that has
been going on in this country over
the last few months. This question
is not being fought out here today.
This may be the ultimate or the
penultimate stage in the battle.

The “Giridara battle” has been
going on in public with the Hon.
Minister of Finance as one of the
gladiators who entered the circus, as
it happened in the days of Rome, de-
fending himself against a whole host
of enemies. This gladiatorial fight
has been staged by the Opposition in
this country with the help of the
yellow press over a period of two
months. We are not being asked to
discuss this question here nor is it
that this question has not been
discussed.

It would appear from the speech
of the hon. Leader of the Opposition
that there has been a stifling of dis-
cussion and that this matter has not
been examined on its proper merits.
No, Sir. Allegations and counter-
allegations have been made, the
smear campaign against the Hon.
Minister of Finance—and against
others too—has been continued over
a period of two and a half months.
From that point of view we are glad
of this opportunity of giving the lie
direct to the accusations that have
been made.

I am also a Member of the Colombo
Municipal Council. This is not the
first occasion on which right wing
opinion, reactionary opinion, capita-
list opinion, in this country has
sought to attack the Hon. Minister of
Finance. There was a preyious, occa-
sion on which, when he was Mayor of
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Colombo, it was sought to remove
him from office. On that occasion, of
course, the members of the United
National Party had no case to make ;
they had just brought up a bald
motion of removal and insisted on a
debate. One of their own members
got up on that occasion and said.
“Party considerations compel me to
vote for this motion, but this is the
saddest day of my life.”

The hon. Second Member for
Batticaloa (Mr. Macan Markar), who
is also a Member of the Colombo
Municipal Council along with me—
all honour to him I say ; and I know
that my remark * all honour to him ”
might even prove embarrassing to
him on this present occasion, but I
say all honour to him in all
sincerity—got up and said that it was
also the saddest day of his life. He
intended not to vote for that motion.
Of course, by the time the debate
ended he was prevailed upon or he
had made up his mind to vote along
with his party, but he made a speech
in defence of the Hon. Finance
Minister who was Mayor of Colombo.

The matter went to the courts of
law on a subsequent occasion when
it was sought to be re-discussed in
terms of the Municipal Councils
Ordinance, and a point of Order was
raised’ and the discussion was
adjourned.

In that debate in the Colombo
Municipal Council, I had occasion to
speak almost on the lines of the hon.
Member for Galle, with the same
degree of loquacity, not for any other
reason but for the purpose of point-
ing out the inadequacy of the deci-
sion of that court which had held
that the Municipal Councils Ordin-
ance had to be interpreted in line
with the Standing Orders of the
Bank of Ceylon; and I wanted to
prove that if that were so the Chair-
man of that assembly had really no
right to stop my speech. But I
argued the case and asked the United
National Party, “ What is the burden
of your charge against the man ?”
and there was nothing they could
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I recall this for another reason.
This matter which is being sought to
be debated today was discussed in
full by the United National Party on
another motion in the Colombo Muni-
cipal Council, of all places. About a
month ago the hon. Second Member
for Batticaloa brought a motion in
the Colombo Municipal Council pro-
testing against, or rather trying to
define his position in regard to, the
establishment of a Press Council and
the control of the press, and indicat-
ing the measures he thought were
required for the purpose of establish-
ing a Press Council whilst at the
same time safeguarding the freedom
of the press. That motion was made
use of as the opportunity for dis-
cussing the question of the Giridara
Mills and the very matters that have
been adverted to in this House. One
month ago these photostat copies
that are being produced by the hon.
Leader of the Opposition, photostats
referred to by him in the course of
this Debate, and other material not
referred to by him—because he is a
debater of a much higher order—
were the subject matter of debate in
the Colombo Municipality. From 3
o’clock in the afternoon till 6 o’clock
on the following morning the
Giridara Mills were kept turning
and turning and turning by the
United National Party. I was pre-
sent on that occasion. I spoke once
on an amendment moved by myself
and again in reply ; and I must say
that I witnessed on. that occasion
_certain depths of debating turpitude,
if I might call it so, depths to which
1 had not thought it possible for
members to descend. But one lives
and learns ; and so far as the United
National Party was concerned, we
discovered that there were depths
below depths. We also witnessed
certain heights in that debate, certain
heights of inebriety on that occasion.
Well, let that pass; those are little
slips to which hon. Members some-
times fall. Let us be forgiving in
that matter. '

But this Giridara Mill is being
treated by the Oppositicn almost as
if it were one of those occasions wien
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we had to refer to the mills of God
which grind slowly, which yet grind
exceedingly small. Hon. Members
of the Opposition are treating the
Giridara Mill as if it were the mills
of God.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what is the
sum total of what is sought to be
said ? It is that there is a certain
definition of what is likely or capable
of being used to invalidate the hold-
ing of a seat in this Parliament by
an hon. Member ; that there are
certain things that disqualify him,
all the disqualifications that are
summed up under Section 13 (3) (¢)
of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order
in Council.

Now, Sir, what hon. Members say
is that there is something here which
disqualifies him, that there is some-
thing that has happened which
disqualifies him.

It is their contention that a court
of law cannot look into the matter,
and since a court of law cannot look
into the matter, a Select Committee
of the House must look into the
matter and that is why this Motion
has been brought.

I do not think I am doing any in-
justice by hon. Members who have
spoken so far in summing up what
has been said. But both here by way
of insinuation as well as outside by
explicit statement, what has been
alleged against the Hon. Minister of
Finance is not a question of a
technical disqualification of a seat,
not a question of a technical disqua-
lification that renders him incapable
of holding a seat.

What has been alleged is that
there is impropriety, verging almost
on the criminal, that there has been
a misuse of a position, an unsupport-
ed allegation of almost moral
turpitude against him.

And the questinn as to whether the
ownership of a mill which has a con-
tract with the Crown in some way
or other, through some person or
other, constitutes a disqualification,
and whether that is pure and simple
a technical disqualification or not, has
not been the subject of this Debate or
of the propaganda done outside.
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Behind that facade that has been
sought to be built up is a tremendous
character assassination campaign and
a smear campaign, the like of which
to witness we have tc go to the United
States of America.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what is the
subject for a Select Committee ? The
hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W.
Dahanayake) read large chunks from
a HANsARD of ithe British House of
Commons and sought to establish
through that that this is a subject for
a Select Committee. What is a
subject for a Select Committee ?

If there is something criminal done
by an hon. Member of this House or
any other House, if there is some-
thing in which he violates statute law
in some form, then, Sir, that would
be a matter in regard to which one
does not appoint a Select Committee.

We have various forms of inquiry
provided for under democratic con-
stitutions. We have Select Com-
mittees of the House ; we have public
commissions of inquiry ; we have, as
was established in the N. U. Jaya-
wardena case to which reference was
made today, Supreme Court Judges
sitting almost as if they were sitting
in a trial at bar; and we have the
normal procedure of the courts.

All these ars available in regard
to wvarious matters as modes of
establishing an inquiry. Out of these,
where do you select the procedure
known as the appointment of a Select
Committee of the House ? You do
not do so where it is quite plain or
where you can establish that some
law has been broken or violated.
You go to the Select Committee pro-
cedure where you kelieve that there
is misdemeanour, an improper use of
office. You may ask even for a pub-
lic commission of inquiry, as was
asked in the case of the Tabbowa
incident. You ask for that where
you believe that something which is
a strict violation of the law is not
being alleged, something which may
not even be capable of being proved
at the moment ; but wherg there is a
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prima facie case for saying that some-
thing improper has been done or
might have been done and there is
an opportunity for either establishing
it or for clearing the Member con-

cerned, it is an entirely different
matter.

What is being said here is not that
the Hon. Minister of Finance, using
his position as Minister of Finance
or as Member of Parliament, sought
to aggrandize himself or sought to
confer upon himself special favours.
What is being said here is that there
was a substantive position of a con-
tract with the Crown and that, there-
fore, he is not entitled to hold his
seat. That is all that is alleged.

There are insinuations, and I dare
say, after I finish my speech, there
may be occasion for several more.
Those insinuations may be made in
public. I am not here to answer any
of those. I am only answering the
content of what has been explicitly
stated by the Mover of the Motion
and the Seconder of the Motion.

What has been alleged is that the
Hon. Minister of Finance has placed
himself in such a position as to dis-
qualify himself from occupying a
seat in this hon. House. I have no
desire to discuss the law with the
hon. Leader of the Opposition. I am
not even a barrister, a non-practising
barrister, as he is. I have only
attended a few lectures at the Ceylon
Law College—a course which I was
unable to complete. I therefore do
not claim in any sense to be expound-
ing the law. But I have always heard
it said by those who are competent
to know—and I have no reason to
disbelieve them—that where there is
a written Constitution, as we have,
where we have any kind of written
or codified law, in regard to any
matter which involves the interpre-
tation and the application of that law
to any particular given situation,
whoever else may have the authority
or may not have the authority, the
courts of this country can always
inquire and adjvdicate. That is
established. And it ill comes from
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the Members of the United National
Party, who themselves by a special
law in this House gave the supreme
judicature of this country the right
to adjudicate even on matters of
Privilege, now to turn round and say
that the Supreme Court of this
country can have no jurisdiction in
this matter or that it does not have
It

Much was made of the Hon. Min-
ister’s statement, “ Bring a substan-
tive Motion ”. "The Hon. Minister of
Finance was faced with an allegation.
Somebody said he had documents.
The nature of the allegation was not
made explicit. The nature of what
is being alleged—whether it is only
a question of, “ Have you disqualified
yourself or not ?”, or whether some
allegation of impropriety was being
made—was not disclosed, although it
was sought to raise it to the level of
impropriety. So, naturally, he said,
“ Bring a substantive Motion and we
shall discuss it”. But now that we
know what is the content of this
celebrated Motion that has been on
the Order Paper for the past few
weeks—that he has disqualified him-
self in regard to holding a seat in
this House—we have the right to
turn round and say, “ This is a matter
which you might correctly take to

“a court of law. Take it to the proper

forum where it belongs.” That we
have the right to demand now. Now
that it has been revealed by the
tabling of this Motion what exactly
was intended to be said, we have a
right to say that this is a matter not
for a Select Committee but for
another forum. :

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have been
reminded that therc are others who
intend to speak in this Debate and
that we should really give the Oppo-
sition the fullest opportunity to state
whatever they have to state. That is
entirely in accordance with the demo-
cratic practice in this House, and I
do not think that there is any inten-
tion on the part of anybody to try
to deny that right to the Opposition.

Sir, there have been references
made to bank accounts. I should like
to remind the hon. Leader of the
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Opposition of wnat the hon. Member
for Wattegama, (Mr. A. Ratnayake)
said the other day when the hon.
Member for Kolonna, (Mr. Cyril
Mathew) got up and started reading
various accounts held by hon. Mem-
bers in the Peoples’ Bank, alleging
almost an improrriety in having
obtained a loan from the bank. The
hon. Member for Wattegama, who is
a senior Member of his own party,
said, “ What is wrong in a person
having obtained a loan ? ” Now what
is sought to be said is this. The hon.
Second Member for Colombo Central
(Mr. Keuneman), in the Parliament
of 1952, said that if a Minister of
Finance has a bank loan with an
institution like the Bank of Ceylon,
then that is a matter for a Committee
to adjudge the circumstances in
which that loan was obtained. What
does the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion say ? He does not say that this
loan was obtained by the Hon.
Minister of Finance after he became
the Minister of Finance. He seéks
to stand upon his head and say,
“He had a loan when he was a
Member and therefore he should not
become a Minister. "—[Interruption].

RDE ot 5NN e,

(8. 1ofl Crereuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

That is what he said. I quoted
what he said in connection with the
N. U. Jayawardena case.

&k exmE 3y @d. ¢ 8T
(QréLir Qasrevellear opr. g Heer)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You did not admit that.

RAE o 5NN D,

(8. Lofl Crarneyuss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I quoted what the Hon. Minister
of Finance said in relation to tne
N. U. Jayawardena case. He said,
because he had a loan he should not
have accepted the office.

e o3y 8. ¢ B
(Org i Qasroeilar yi. 19 Heveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

N. U. Jayawardena became a
bhanker himself,
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2RE ot nNwD .
(8@ L efl Cran@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

He became the Governor of the
Central Bank.

BewiEn WDABNEDNS
(QrBs surprus)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please!

a& D8 @diAm
(Qaerrey &Fibefl @ewrar ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

Millionaires like the hon. First
Member for Colombo South (Mr.
J. R. Jayewardene).

AB50D ctnBen .
(8. Quie Gerevr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is the excuse they give.

& emmE 3 @d. ¢ BT
(OréLi Qsreovdfler . 19 Heoer)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The only difference is that they
borrow money from the bank.

BewET L5 DBNGEDN
(9r&& Furprusr)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please!

DEsND ownBEtn .
(Bm. Quie Qeriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Never mind these asides I shall
proceed. What was the contention
of the Hon. Minister of Finance ? He
said, “If you hold a position which
confers upon you certain powers
which can be used in respect of a
loan or the matter of getting a loan,
where you can exercise those powers
for your own benefit, then the obtain-
ing of such loan is immoral and in-
_correct ”. I entirely agree with him.
But it is not the same thing as saying
that a loan that has been obtained
while one was in a different kind of
position altogether may not subsist
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unchanged and unaltered for a period
of time until one can divest oneselt
of it after one has acquired the posi-
tion in which new powers obtain.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the two are
not on the same footing. These are
two different matters altogether.
And I am a little resentful of the hon.
Leader of the Opposition seeking to
equate the two as if he did not under-
stand the difference that obtained.

Sir, the matter has been raised on
the basis of the purity of public life

by the hon. Member for Galle
(Dr. W. Dahanayake).
g. o 6

Bowisn DBNGEDDNS
(Qrfld surprusr)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Mr. Speaker will
now take the Chair.

§m&D B s DAMEDNS: einncwrsy
@O PowsY, DHIMEVDND: GerssNndd Sw.

DBsND cenBEen S,
(8. Quie . Qsriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Member for
Galle quoted chunks, long extracts
from previous speeches made by my
hon. Colleague from Dehiwala-Mt.
Lavinia (Dr. Colvin R. de Silva) in
regard to the du Cane matter and the
Tabbowa matter. What was the

substance of his speech ? That there
was a strong plea made by the hon.
Member for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia
for the maintenance of standards of
purity in public life.

Now, what has the question of the
maintenance of standards of purity
in public life got to do with the
technical question as to whether you
are disqualified from holding a seat
in this House or not, unless, as is
typical of the hon. Member for Galle,
he is indulging in the base insinua-
tion of impropriety without having
the courage to make the charge?
That is my reply to the hon. Member
for Galle.

The hon. Member for Galle must
be reminded of a few things. He
quoted with approval the speech
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made by the hon. Member for
Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia in regard to
the Tabbowa matter. I am not re-
discussing that question here.

el ADE2. ezned
(sorf e L lefly. see@uss)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I did not quote the Tabbowa
matter.

AZs1D Nt Ocn.
(8. Quiey’. Qsrievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

You quoted the Tabbowa matter as
well.

& ADED. BN

(soorfle L lefly. se@uss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

No. I beg to remind the hon.
Member that I did not. I quoted the
de Cane matter, not the Tabbowa
matter. The Tabbowa matter was
referred to by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition. Anyway, it is a minor
matter. You can go on with the
argument.

DE51D ctnRem .
(8. Quie’ GQerienr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
referred to the Tabbowa matter. The
hon. Member for Galle referred to
the du Cane matter. But let me
remind hon. Members that, in the
Tabbowa matter, the hon. Member
for Galle voted against the Motion
that was moved. So great was his
concern for purity in public life on
that occasion! I say, he was a
Member of the Government of the
day and, quite rightly, he voted
against. I am not objecting to that
at all. I shall come to another
matter in regard to consistency on
these questions a little later.

In regard to the du Cane matter
the hon. Member for Galle voted for
the Motion ; the hon. Leader of the
Opposition voted for the Motion on
the Tabbowa matter. In the du
Cane affair, the hon. Leader of the
Opposition voted against the Motion ;
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in the Tabbowa matter, the hon.
Member for Galle voted against the
Motion.

ARE ot N Dew.
(B ofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

In entirely different circumstances,

oé OOC @HDdm»

(Qaeroas Fibofl @enreut o)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

In the du Cane affair you voted
against ; we were all here.

RAE ot 215N D Do,
(8. Lofl Crarguss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

I am not saying that I did not vote
against ; it was in entirely different
circumstances.

ade emE Iy @8 & B
(Qrsi Qsrovelear opr. 1 Hewar)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

He is citing that in support of you.

DAE o N .
(8. lofl Crareudss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
Entirely different circumstances.

@& 908 92ZAm

(CQsorres &bl @emraur s6r)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

There was an allegation that a
Minister had taken a commission.

DA o snsnwm e,
(8. L ofl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
Read the debate.

o D8 9hdERD
(Qserres &Fibefl @ enreur ser )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar=
dene)

I was there at the time.
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DAC o N Swn.
(8. Llofl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
‘On what ?

od DCE @MmDIAD

(Cserras &ibafl @ewraui gar)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

On the du Cane incident.

DAC o sNZNED™ .
(B LLofl Crareuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
On what information ?

o 988 @eeZam

(Qzerres &ibefl &R Uil 6o )

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

On the purchase of a trawler.

$rndw emmE 35y @8 ¢ BT

(OrdgL i Qarevellear 2r. 19 Aoveur)

(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

What your father did was that he
wrote to the only man who could not
be a witness in the case, and got him
to deny it, and produced a letter to
that effect.

od 988 @&mIZam,

(Qsorres eibefl @ ewreul ser)

(The Hon. Cholmondeley Goonewar-
dene)

And your father wrote to Lord
Louis Mountbatten saying that a
Bolshevist Member of Parliament
had made this allegation. What type
of reply could one expect to such a
letter ? This was to prejudice the
reply from the very beginning.

DAE o NN Scn.

(8. lafl Crar@uss)

(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)

The circumstances are entirely
different, and I am sure that my hon.
Friend on my right, the First Member
the Colombo South (Mr. J. R. Jaye-
wardene) will deal with that in his
speech.
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e oS5y @d. ¢ BT
(OrsLir Qareveller Hr. 19 Heoeur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

You have sufficient advocates for all

the impostors on that side—[Inter-
ruption].

BEND ctndBen Dcn.
(8. Quire)” Qerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Speaker, do I have your ear,
Sir ?

D BN RN
(Furprusi)
(Mr. Speaker)
Yes.

AE5ND ctnEtn .
(Bm. Quie QFriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I have to content myself that I have
your ear at least, Sir; I appear to
have lost the ear of the honourable
House.

Mr. Speaker, I am not discussing
the rights and wrongs of the du
Cane matter or the evidence. I am
not discussing the Tabbowa matter
or the evidence. All I say is that the
hon. Leader of the Opposition quoted
the Tabbowa matter, and voted
against the Motion on the du Cane
matter ; the hon. Member for Galle
quoted the du Cane matter, and
voted against the Motion on the
Tabbowa matter! I am only trying
to show the interesting parallelism of
these two incidents. And there is the
Greek figure of rhetoric known as
the chiasmus. You see, here we get
that reconstruction of the chiasmus.
Tabbowa ; du Cane ; the hon. Leader
of the Opposition : the hon. Member
for Galle. You cross it and you get
the cross or chiasmus !

Yes, there was a reference to the
Lynskey Tribunal. What is the bur-
den of this business of the Lynskey
Tribunal ? Where a set of misdemean-
ours is alleged against persons in
Ministerial office or, as generally,
against the Government of the day,
and where the evidence may be such
that you cannot convict in a court of
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law—you are alleging misdemean-
ours, saying that they have to be
investigated, that the matter has to be
made public—you then have recourse
to what was sought to be done here,
namely, the establishment of a com-
mission of inquiry, or, as has been
done in England, the setting up of a
public tribunal. There is no such
matter alleged here; and they seek
to limit it not even to the public
forum, where the matter can be dis-
cussed in public with the full parti-
cipation and knowledge of the public,
but to a secret group of the House, a
Select Committee of the House,
where the public cannot enter.

No, Sir. We say that this matter
has to be discussed and examined—
not as it has been examined in public
over the past two months, not as a
smear campaign—in the highest
forum of the land, and that is the
supreme judicature.

Mr. Speaker, there is another aspect
of this matter. We are all interested
in the maintenance of the highest
standards of public conduct. We are
also interested in the maintenance of
the liberty of the subject.—[Inter-
ruption].

e, @8, LwdEA®» O
erne® BePDm ¥BYE))

(8. Coa. yi. sueiser—OsrapibL]s
OsP@ QPN IYk%SSFalr)

(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—First Colombo
- South)

Hear ; hear!

D8N ctnEtn .

(8. Quie Qeriovr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Yes, the hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition forgets his usual dignified self
and permits himself a guffaw.

I say that if you have to establish
a precedent in regard to this kind of
matter, if, on a matter which belongs
to a court of law or a matter in which
you do not have the necessary evi-
dence, you seek to use the Select
Committee mode of inquiry for the
purpose of conducting an inquest,
there is the greatest possible danger
that, by using that precedent and
using parliamentary majorities, you

(emer
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may have a situation in which the
rights of hon. Members of this House
can be invaded. They do not know,
or they do not realize, the meaning of
the step they are taking. You do not
take a step purely in relation to the
particular matter in hand, thinking
only of the advantages which you
might get out of that situation. When
you spring Motions of this nature in
this House you are establishing pre-
cedents, you are creating situations
which can be exploited in the
future ; and I shall, whether it be the
Government Parliamentary majority
of this Coalition, the Government
Parliamentary party to which I
belong today, or any other party in
this House, fight against any possi-
bility of a Parliamentary Select
Committee or any other committee
being used allegedly for an inquiry
but really for an inquisition. That I
shall resist always.

That is the situation to which you
can allow this thing to degenerate.
When, upon such flimsy evidence,
when, out of documents extracted
through venal public servants—I do
not want to attack the entire Public
Service ; the public servants of our
country have the highest possible
traditions and standards, but among
them are persons who are even
greater politicians than those of the
United National Party; who are,
some of them, more loyal to the
United National Party than the late
Mr. D. S. Senanayake, the founder,
himself—when, by using venal ins-
truments of this type, you try to trot
out some evidence here and seek to
establish a court of inquiry through
a Select Committee procedure, you
are really paving the way for an in-
quisition of a Private Member of this
House by an established majority.
No, Sir. If this Motion is to succeed
you have to get a majority. You can
only get a majority on the basis that
others are prepared to vote with you
or that the Government is prepared
to adopt your Motion. I say that the
passage of this Motion, if it should
by any accident be passed in this
House, will spell the end of parlia-
mentary democracy in this country
and the rights of Private Members.
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Yes, Sir, the defenders of democracy
—when they find these arguments are
used against them—titter, they
snigger, they guffaw. These are forms
of reply which we in public life have
been used to over a long period of
time.

I would like to remind hon. Mem-
bers of a similar situation and what
happened on that occasion. The hon.
First Member for Colombo South
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene) was re-
ferred to in the great days of old as
the “ American Dick”. Today he
finds himself, cheek by jowl, with the
opposite Dick who was created on
that same occasion, the “ Chinese
Dick ” who sits in the other corner. I
am not using this as a derogatory
term in any way, but the hon. Mem-
ber was always considered to be a
great champion of American demo-
cratic patterns and he thought thdt
next to the United Kingdom the
highest standard of democracy
obtained in the United States of
America. Let us go and examine that
practice. Since the hon. Member for
Galle (Dr. W. Dahanayake) has gone
to British practice, let me go to
American practice for a change.

What is being sought to be said
here ? ““ We do not have sufficient evi-
dence. What evidence we have we
would like examined by a Select
Committee, and we would like an
opportunity to question, to in-
terrogate, to cross-examine, ete., ete. ”
What then is the Hon. Minister of
Finance being asked to do? He is
asked to place himself on trial before
a Select Committee ; he is asked to
place himself in the situation of being
questioned and examined by that
Select Committee ; he is asked to pro-

duce his evidence before that Select

Committee.

I will give you a parallel situation.
We have heard that in the evolution
of democratic institutions in America,
President Andrew Jackson was one of
the foremost defenders and contribu-
tors to the evolution of democratic
institutions in the United States of
America.
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Sir, there was an allegation made
in the American Congress of the use
of the “spoil” system by President
Andrew Jackson, and on that occasion
the Congress sought information from
President Jackson and asked him to
provide evidence in regard to the
allegations that were made on a reso-
lution passed by the majority in the
American Congress, And, here is what
President Andrew Jackson said :

“You request myself as the Head of the
Department to become our own accuser
and to furnish the evidence to convict our-
selves. If you either will not make specific
accusations or if when made you attempt
to establish them by making free men
their own accusers you will not expect me
to countenance your proceedings. ”

Here, Sir, is what Jackson said.

It is our position that there is
neither misdemeanour nor any fault
nor any wrong done by the Hon. Min-
ister of Finance. We take our firm
position upon that basis. But if the
Opposition believes and the hon.
Leader of the Opposition believes that
something wrong was done, even if
he does believe that, this mode of in-
quiry, this demand of an hon. Mem-
ber that he shall accuse himself is not
open to these Members if they really
stand for the liberty of the individual.

There was a similar incident in re-
gard to President Grant. President
Grant did commit a misdemeanour.
He used to take his work home on his
recreational expeditions outside
Washington and attend to State busi-
ness while he was on holiday. This
was considered to be improper and
the democratic House of Representa-
tives demanded from President Grant
a list of all the activities he had en-
gaged in at a distance from the seat
of Government. They wanted a list.
Much annoyed, President Grant
replied that he could find no neces-
sary legislative purpose in the re-
quest. Was the information then
sought in aid of the power of im-
peachment ? Was it being sought in
aid of the power of impeachment ?
We have to ask you, are you seeking
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this information for the purpose of
that which is parallel to impeachment
here ? And here is what Grant said :

«1f that is so, it is asked in derogation

of a natural right recognized in this
country by a Constitutional guarantee
which protects every citizen the President
as well as the humblest in the land from
being made a witness against himself.”

Even if you believe that something
wrong was done, you have no right
to the procedure of a Select Com-
mittee. If you believe in the rights
of the individual, if you believe in
the rights of a private Member of this
House, you have no right to demand
that he shall be a witness against him-
self. I am quoting from General
Grant.

I had expected something much
higher from hon. Members. This
“ holier than thou ” attitude comes ill
from these people who behave differ-
ently on different occasions.

May I remind hon. Members,
through you, of a similar incident in
regard to the question of whether a
person forfeited his seat or not ? That
was Mr. A. L. Thambiayah. Mr. A. L.
Thambiayah, elected as a Member of
this House, had an election petition
against him on the ground that the
Cargo Boat Despatch Company had a
substantive contract with the Crown
and that Mr. A. L. Thambiayah was a
shareholder of that company.

ad, O3 RDSew

(Qeorsas YBsssauT BT )
(An hon. Member)
Managing Director.

D8rNnd cenEth .

(8. Quiey’ Qerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

The allegation that was made as far
as this House and the Debate in this
House were concerned was that he
was a shareholder. That election peti-
tion resulted in the Election Judge on
that occasion, who recently gave up
the office of Chief Justice; deciding

BRewldnm 0535 eHDCH
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that Mr. Thambiayah was a share-
holder and, by virtue of holding
shares in the Cargo Boat Despatch
Company which had a contract with
the Crown, that he had come under
the provisions of Section 13(3) (c)
and forfeited his seat.

What did the U. N. P. do ? What did
they do ? I am not blaming Mr. A. L.
Thambiayah nor am I saying against
him that he used his position inside
his party for his personal benefit. No,
my allegation is of a different kind.
Following upon the Thambiayah deci-
sion there was a general inquiry in
this country by various persons who
were aware of this Rs. 500 demand
that could be made from persons who
sat illegally and unconstitutionally in
this House. They started inquiring
into the private lives of every Mem-
ber of the then House of Representa-
tives to find out who had shares, in
what company, and whether those
companies had substantive con-
tracts with the Crown. As a result
of that a large number of hon. Mem-
bers who panicked in that situation
got friendly actions filed against
themselves in the courts of law to
protect their seats in this hon. House,
and it was in the interest of those
persons that the law was changed
retroactively, exonerating a person
who was a shareholder in a company
that had a contract with the Crown,
and saving such a person from the
application of Section 13(3) (c).

A Bill was presented in this
House to amend the election law in
that respect and it was passed in one
day—the Second Reading Debate
was finished in one day. It was
concluded on the 27th of September
1948. In order to enable the person
to appeal, the amending Act per-
mitted appeals to be made. On this
Bill an appeal was made by Mr. A. L.
Thambiayah to the Appeal Court,
which held that the ownership of
shares in a company does not cons-
titute a service to the Crown, and
Mr. Thambiayah was enabled to
retain his seat. Not only was he
enabled to retain his seat, but all
Ehose friendly actions were with-
drawmn,


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4469
§8csé & BERAg
I say that, with regard to Mr. A. L.
Thambiayah, there was nothing
corrupt alleged, nor do I allege any-
thing restrospectively corrupt against
Mr. Thambiayah. I say, all that was
involved was the technical question
whether, in such a situation, there

was a contract.

There is a general position which
the hon. Leader of the Opposition
will appreciate. With the widening
of the scope of the activities of the
State in country after country in the
world today, the concept of substan-
tive contract with the Crown
acquires a new meaning, and to make
use of a technicality arising out of
that for the purpose of making alle-
gations of a most foul and filthy
nature is entirely unbecoming of the
Opposition in this House. It is a
matter to which we should address
ourselves from the point of view of
jurists and as legislators. With the
enlarging of the scope of the activi-
ties of the State in the democratic
world, the concept of contract with
the Crown has to undergo a change.
If your law is lacking in that respect,
while you do not allow situations to
arise in which a legislator can use
his position for self-aggrandizement,
and while you prevent such a thing
from happening, it is necessary to
see that technical violations of the
law are not used for the purpose of
unseating elected Members.

Mr. Speaker, that is a matter to
which we have to address ourselves
collectively. What is the use of the
hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W.
Dahanayake) talking about the pro-
cedure adopted in regard to the
United Tractors matter ? I will not

deal with it; there are other hon.
Members who might deal with it
when they speak. All T can say is,
the powers of the Public Accounts
Committee, whose business is the
discussion of the Auditor-General’s
Report, are not the same thing as the
powers of a Select Committee of this

hon. House. They are entirely of a
different kind.
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RIC ot 2NN .
(Bm. Lofl Crar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
No, the Public Accounts

Committee had full powers and the
assurance was given that if one
Member of that Committee wanted
a commission it would be given.
Read my speech. I did not refuse a
commission. I said, “ Let the Public
Accounts Committee examine the
facts, and if one Member of the
Public Accounts Committee—there
were Members of the Opposition as
well—thought that a commission
should go into the matter, they will
have a commission.” That is the
position.

DIND ewmBen w.

(8. Quiey’. Qerdewr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

Mr. Speaker, the Public Accounts
Committee, I repeat, despite what
the hon. Leader of the Opposition

says, does not enjoy the same powers
as a Select Committee.

RAE o 5NN Do,
(Bm. Lefl Crargmyuss)
(Mr. Dudley Seranayake)
Full powers were given.

DEsND onRen D,
(Bm. Quiwp Qerievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)
No.

RAC ot s13NwD Dew.

(8. il Corar@uss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake)
To call all persons.

&N owmRtn Dw.

(8. Quie. Qerdowr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

No. We will leave that matter
alone. The question is this: You do
not here allege a misdemeanour ; you
do not say that the Hon. Minister of
Finance qua Minister of Finance has
used his position in an improper
manner ; you do not say that the hon.
Member for Yatiyantota as M.P. has
used  his position in an improper
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manner or that he has used it for
certain aggrandizement ; all you are
saying is that he has placed himself
in a situation in which, on a strict
interpretation of the law according
to you, he has disqualified himself——

ed. ¢d. LwdIR» Ocn.
(5. Cn. Y. guaiger)
(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene)

No, no! We do not say that. Read
the Motion.

&N ctndBen Den.
(8. Quie. GQeriewr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is what has been stated in the
House.

&k o3y @8, ¢ BT
(Or&L i Qarevelsr 2pr. 19. HAeveur)
(Dr. Colvin R. de Silva)

The Leader of the Opposition said
that we are dealing with a stranger
in the House. That is what he has
already in his mind.

RIE ot 5NN .
(Bp. Liofl Crareyuds)
(Mr. Dudley Seranayake)

No. I said if he is disqualified he
is a stranger.

DEND ewBen .

(8. Quie Gerievr)

(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

That is another matter. The
burden of his song was this—[Inter-
ruption]. Willing to wound but yet
afraid to strike ! They insinuate, they
allege, they state in their speeches
that a situation has arisen in which
the Hon. Finance Minister’s seat is
forfeit, in which he after four months
cannot be a Minister because he has
ceased to be a Member. But they
say, “ No, no, no! We have not made
that allegation. Read our Motion.
The Motion does not say that.”

DA ot NN Dca.
(8m. Liofl Craremuss)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake™

If he is disqualified, after four
months he cannot be a Member.
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A&zND et Den.
(8. Qui@- Cemievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

What then is the hon. Leader of
the Opposition demanding ? He is
not even sure that the seat is forfeit.
All he says is, “ Something wrong
has occurred in regard to this
question as to whether a Membher of
Parliament can have a substantive
contract with the Government. I
have certain suspicions in regard to
that matter. I want a committee to
investigate that.” A

None of the examples quoted—the
du Cane matter, the Tabbowa
matter and the United Tractors
matter—has the slightest rele-
vance to this question because
what is being said here is
something quite different. If there
is a situation which requires a
recasting of our Standing Orders and
our election law, let us collectively
as an elected body address ourselves
to that matter, but let us not, on the
basis of allegations made, on the
basis of a foul and filthy smear
compaign conducted outside the
House, when other issues, the issues
brought forward by the Minister of
Finance in his Budget are really
being attacked by the vested interests
both white and black in this country,
bring a Motion of this kind which, on
the basis of a technicality that is
being alleged against a Member
occupying his seat, is a smear
campaign on unproved and baseless
allegations. No, Sir. The situation
here is plain.

The hon. Member for Galle (Dr.
W. Dahanayake), so worthy of his
own past, quoting the hon. Member
for Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia (Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva) from the -eloquent
speeches he made reminded me of
the hon. Member for Galle addressing
the TUnited National Party and
describing them as a “host of vip-
ers”’. Today the hon. Member is in
the bosom of the vipers themselves. I

say that the whirligig of time brings
ifs revenges,
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8. cuC O Fwlody . (D BE)
(B e, Qoo or puimnar—essér)
(Mr. D. Shelton Jayasinghe—Wattala)
What about yourself ?

DN cRB e,
(8o Quiey Qeriievr)
(Mr. Bernard Soysa)

I shall certainly cross. I am a
Member of the Government today.
As against the United National Party
and the black and white vested
interests they represent in this
country, I shall join any forces to
fight them, and to fight them to a
finish. That is an entirely different
-matter. In that matter even in
crossing and joining the Government
I have remained -consistent with
myself.

Mr. Speaker, with regard to the
Motion that has been brought, I warn
hon. Members that the passage of it
would in fact spell the end of the
liberty of the private Members in this
House, and while I remind hon.
Members of that fact I am confident
that they will rise above petty party
politics in this situation in regard to
the smear campaign that has been
conducted against the Hon. Minister
of Finance and I call upon hon.
Members through you to reject this
Motion with the contempt that it
deserves.

&. e, 6.30

8. 8. @d. 92addRx dw.

(8. . 9. gyi. @erarsear)

(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

NG DNNEDNOE, cmen rHed
ecdm VW H® 88 9vn G Bew,
RS 1 DNV 65T B ewgrNn. &F
DNeDE s 80 e Fw g
S85T 988unT 8 BeB 6® csdLssNnd
B NBO e 0e8uny Dmeg
. eéem abe =88eesy @5 a8®
8 wmee. & PN o) @0 Bwsy 5
Bedryer du®end gc 86D s

1964 RxFemia® 14

4474

Jor® bl twdsT

dewsy @ESuny Wé Ream ® il
508 o wlwremnd ©xFHp@hes
D WS a»B. ¥y 60 @b
wened VY HDSwz Dwewsy esny g
8 8cd e wPIR WEEHD
SSecd 6ce0Eme@xY D 8BO®
e P O @B wéewm @m
RO Wwéenrm Sw. 1963 &, 20z
emd oBbes W8 eweds,
DA D6 Bum 026® &8ed e
géomy on. deed gbewm s Descsr
oD Ynd g, Sded & gbeam
c@xee 88¢s e®ed @dfd WS anE
SE0 §6® wamlB ewnsl N’
DBED gmmence BReA® Gend
B el ecdmnec®sndy wdw
B 6 oyon. ded Yoed
Doy O g2y »H® deed By mS
&oRxsY dxYesy @ od mened &88®»
ceg B ccdwd sP&mB. dfy
Béedey 08 9vn B dwewsy—
VT BT HDE 65008 BHD—ad
Qe OBy Y. 8. cedsb
w® gy er gl CudE G —w 98
By ey GeTRDOE g ob
@Y BREEI O 8™ cuemem
0B O cBEHBY 6L EHBIe Bk
@@ c¢x¥er uen. Vet EENEBEHHD
5O F9® DD DO O cAIcHM
26D, weTRD JT o NG D
S 68 O 83020 6B8EY DB O OB s
DEH D 00 Boxsy» BBy

gnEes D). 98, eveddh «lwsy
exnd @' dwewsy 838, 1963 D2
58 @wew’ @ @ &g wnY on. 1964
63 11 B B e OB Jemn. 25
G20 8 &6@6}2;7) CO:JGJB %@@ @-moﬁ@sﬁf'
22 Bewmd. 1964 geaiefy) Shwed
10 B 6@ @ g »IJISE e
e cx¥on. »8BBFTed oy, ¥y
e SRed ylogeww e wEY Y,
@8 =D Sl ©lmn 6 BACEH®P.


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4475
&8¢ e EEec

[ B 3. @®d3dn &w=.]
e 71OB Ddwewry WOuD WEE EnY
68 e Hhd® eHBDEw. GZMEHY
D¢, €® wndene c® vl tedd §ed ?
c® ¥ DEWEDE ©wd DI —
40 o&mE— 0 Ddésies’. 08 D B
D&Y B ecemx g Wmeo.
»e, T BRW&EsY guf weg ? asf
e @OBD 8IO® NBN MEBE
e 3B 62e8b; DEWEDBY e
ERBNEDO B Bl c@emzy BDC
205 e vd Bwr DOWME NGB
coy. & DOEDEY @I Wg Bwd
6® wdéem D& Per). g D&M
DT 32y WS BBRIE @ EWREY
dwcwsy 83m» CEHIWB, g
weg. F Bud, o geadtd ) e
00 6® Wmben 9E8unY WS MO BER
ded. B¢ €@ ad wexnedd § WD B
B&HED 8 Do N YET®
O wer. & Ben 08 O I wen
88Aecd B g2t Nedé Yed OB
58xF ¢ B8RS u@ATRewsy
»sf By gewmed wésyeny sl

Dy IWEDEY gef WG B O §
6® 2l B GLNWEHE ©B DO
gB wwéensy 8B §w. 8¢ G1OB
ned O mb BEmE Beam. O
DEDY, gc Sedd ernedB, dw Sgew
e w6 Beamd. 1951-52 mwgew'§
ey ey dINETR L ®5Y 50,
D @’ S et 0 D BW. D
osT® gl HnedE wduHE LW B
amenn 8Sed .
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(surprust)

(Mr. Speaker)

That is not relevant.

8. 8. @8. 9»dEA S,
(8w 2. 9. Y. @ Ui e )
(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena)

This is a very relevant matter. It
is with regard to the workers.
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Adjourned at 8.15 p.m. until
2 pm. on Thursday, 15th
October 1964, pursuant to the -
Resolution of the House this
Day.
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ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF INATIONAL
HoUusING : ABSORPTION INTO CEYLON

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE

195/64
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asked the Minister of Finance: (a)
Is he aware that: (i) by Government
Gazette No. 11,814 dated July 24, 1959,
the holder of office of one post of
Assistant Commissioner of National
Housing, accordingly became entitled
to pension ; (ii) Mr. M. Ramalingam,
Assistant Commissioner of National
Housing, accordingly became entitled
to pension rights; (iii) by Govern-
ment Gazette No. 12,717 dated
13.10.1961 holders of office of 6 posts,
including the one referred to at (i)
above, were declared to be entitled to
pension and that the notification re-
ferred to at (i) above was deleted by
the notification in the Gazette of
13.10.1961; (iv) the Government
Gazette Extraordinary No. 13,617 of
27.4.1963 published the Minute on the
Ceylon Administrative Service which
_included in the appropriate Schedule
Assistant Commissioners of National
Housing ; (v) by P. S. C. letter dated
2.7.1963 Mr. M. Ramalingam, Assis-
tant Commissioner for National
Housing was absorbed into the
Ceylon Administrative Service with
effect from 1.5.1963 ; (vi) the other 5
officers, Messrs. E. V. Fernando, D.
S. Weerasinghe, B. S, Dias, K. C. F.
Wijewickrama and M. Samarakkody,
covered by the notification referred
to at (iii) above have not yet been

1964 Rz 14
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Eam 8nd -
absorbed into the Ceylon Adminis-
trative Service; (vii) a letter sent
by the Secretary to the P. S. C. to
the S. T. on 23.3.64 in this connection
remains unanswered ? (b) Will he
take immediate steps to extend to
these 5 officers a right that was
available to all 6 officers in terms of
(iii) and (iv) above but conferred
only on one as at (v) above ?

a& " @hlcs osY. 38, euedbH
(Csorres serp G erer. erib. QUGrrT)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

(g) (1) @B, (i) ®3. (iii) 8.

(iv) ®2. (v) ®3. (vi) @3, (vii)
BEdéw arny 2 qo.
(qo) RB. c@® BCH8sy & eerm, |
6083 e end@8sT wend S8sY 43848
o S® AT B, HBm  Bes
BHINE ezl 8c3BVED oY DG
GO Lo

(<) (1) oyib, (ii) gyb. (iii) opeb. (1V) opib.
(V) 2ptb. (Vi) _opb. (Vil) eflenr_ _oyamiinits
v Qerer . (o5) b, B)is 5 2 FHCWrss
sistrys Csfu  of _eowinler Brper
O LIGTTE &FIDLIGT S H15@NL 2 gl Qsrilag
o LgadlEE yrerms Crama yews@&Hp
Bl g ey GeuevrBLb.

(a) (i) Yes; (ii) Yes; (iii) Yes;
(iv) Yes; (v) Yes. (vi) Yes. (vii) A
reply has since been sent. (b) Yes.
The Public Service Commission has
to appoint these 5 officers to the
permanent and pensionable posts of
Assistant Commissioners, National
Housing.

BHME sl Brs cmOendHddsS
Coh BSHICH @aﬁ“@cs DNE & RSP,
ceses :REQ, @ées

GCs&w
Qamens uflureer Ceemenisy wrpprser,

ey o g6l  y&wrwrerd :

o It &R Gl pey %“:@MW

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS OF NATIONAL

HOUSING : TRANSFERABILITY, PROMOTIONS,
ETC. WITHIN CEYLON ADMINISTRATIVE
SERVICE
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asked the Minister of Finance : Have
any of the following officers, viz.:
Messrs. E. V. Fernando, D. S. Weera-
singhe, B. S. Dias, K. C, F. Wijeye-
wickrama and M. Samarakkody, all
Assistant Commissioners of National
Housing, suffered in any way in
regard to transferability within the
Ceylon Administrative Service, qua-
lifications to sit for examinations for
promotion within the Ceylon Admin-
istrative Service or right of optional
retirement under para 44 of the
Ceylon  Administrative  Service
Minute ?

aé erdnde O3, O8. eue¥s

(Qaerrey sOrpG erar. erb. QuUGrar)

(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

@9. ©8e0Ew cBdel Déswme W B
5800 @@ wmomnd czndwbel D&Y
8@y 6:d2wd gy mEgnmw 06
N5

b, fireurs Ceamanier [FOOGT ST 9y gL
As@n aosie fiars Croaulisy @is

o gall& Qs rilsermiwori Cerssin_
.
Yes. These Assistant Commission-

ers have not been absorbed into the
Administrative Service to enjoy
the Administrative
Service.
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