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CLERK OF THE HOUSE: RETIREMENT OF
Mr. R. St. 1.. P. DEeraNIYAGALA, C.B.E.
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“26th October, 1964.
Dear Mr. Speaker,

I attain the age of 60 years on the
27th October, 1964, and in conformity
with the requirements of Section 28 (6)
of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order in
Council, 1946, I retire from the office of
Clerk of the House on that date.

I shall be grateful if you will be good
enough to convey to the House my sense
of gratitude for all the kindness, co-
operation and courtesy that has always
been extended to me and to assure them
that in relinquishing my office I shall
carry away with me many proud and
happy memories of my long period of
service to the House.

I am, Mr. Speaker,
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) R. St. L. P. Deraniyagala,
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

The Honourable the Speaker,
House of Representatives. ”
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CLERK OF THE HOUSE: APPOINTMENT OF
Mr. S. S. WIJESINHA
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Mr. R. St. L. P. DERANIYAGALA,
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(The Hon. C. P. de Silva—Minister of
Land, Irrigation and Power and Leader
of the House)
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The Motion reads :

“That Mr. Speaker be requested to
convey to Mr. Ralph St. Louis Pieris
Deraniyagala, C. B. E. on his retirement

Bewldn @535 eFRVC®G
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from the office of Clerk of the House
of Representatives, the sense of apprecia-
tion of this House of the high services
uniformly rendered to the House of
Representatives by him over a period of
seventeen years, their admiration for his
profound knowledge of its procedure and
practice, their gratitude for the help and
advice readily given by him and for his
unfailing courtesy by which he has
endeared himself to all sections of this
House. ”

With the retirement of Mr. Ralph
Deraniyagala from the post of Clerk
of the House of Representatives, it
appears to me, Mr. Speaker, that this
day marks the end of one era and the
beginning of another. We are not only
losing the connecting link we had
with the old State Council but also
an officer whose ability, integrity and
sincerity, harmoniously combined to
guide the destiny of the supreme
Legislature of the land.

Coming as he does from an illus-
trious family, he has not only
inherited all the qualities and scholar-
ship of his great father, Sir Paul E.
Pieris Deraniyagala but has also dis-
played in ample degree all qualities
of head and heart in the discharge of
his arduous duties as the chief execu-
tive officer of this Legislature. In
nearly everything that one sees in
this House, one sees the hand of
Mr. Deraniyagala.

Mr. Deraniyagala was the first
Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives, and he is retiring today as the
most senior Clerk of the Parliaments
of the Commonwealth. He was the
chief executive of this House for over
17 years during which period he
helped to mould our high parliamen-
tary traditions. The achievements of
this House for the past 17 years have
been founded on his exceptional
devotion to duty and unbounded
capacity for work, a well-disciplined
and ordered life, and a meticulous
desire for precision.

After receiving his early education
at St. Thomas’ College, Mt. Lavinia,
he proceeded to England for higher
studies. He was at Trinity College,
Cambridge, where he obtained his
Master’s Degree, and at the age of 22
was a practising lawyer having been
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called to the Bar by the Inner Temple
in the previous year. He very soon
was appointed Crown Counsel and
was later an Assistant to the Legal
Secretary from which post he was
selected to be trained as the first
Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives.

I have no doubt whatsoever that
had he continued to serve at the
Official Bar he would have been the
Chief Justice of Ceylon today.

Mr. Deraniyagala’s departure closes
a chapter. His work in starting this
institution on its score has been well
and truly done. We hope that in his
retirement Mr. Deraniyagala will
continue to devote his ability and
experience in the service of this
country, I suggest, Mr. Speaker, that
you and the House Committee should
consider the desirability of extending
to Mr. Deraniyagala the facilities of
this House that he enjoyed prior to
his retirement.

Further, on behalf of both sides of
the House, I wish him health, long
life and happiness for many more
years to come.

May 1, before concluding,
Mr. Speaker, be permitted, on behalf
of this House, also to offer a word of
welcome to Mr. Sam Wijesinha, our
new Clerk. Mr. Wijesinha, himself a
very senior lawyer, does not come to
us as a novice in parliamentary
affairs. He has already been trained
in the duties of the Clerk of the
House of Representatives. We wish
him all success in his new sphere of
duties, and we want to assure him
that he can expect the fullest support
and co-operation of both sections of
this House.

. 0. 2.
RRE cw sNNGW® . (¢End)
(8. ol Croneyuss—0iL 1 sin)
(Mr. Dudley Senanayake—Dedigama)

Mr, Speaker, I have great pleasure
in seconding the Motion proposed by
the Hon. Leader of the House,
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In the midst, particularly recently,
of very controversial matters that
have been the subject of Debate in
this House, it is refreshing for me to
second a Motion which, I am sure,
will receive the unanimous accept-
ance of the House.

As the Hon. Leader has said, Mr.
Deraniyagala has been serving in the
capacity of Clerk of the House for 17
long years. Well,I do not know
whether that is a record for those
serving in that capacity; but, cer-
tainly, he can claim for himself that
he is the most senior Clerk in the
Commonwealth., That is a great
achievement indeed.

During this long period the tasks
that confronted Mr. Deraniyagala
were not small ones. There were two
periods of transition that we had to go
through. Firstly, there was the
transition from a State Council to
a Parliament. That was no easy task.
For the first time, in 1947, when he
started his labours here, we were to
inaugurate in this country a free
Parliament. It needed setting up of
new procedures, new traditions and
dealing with matters of a very diffi-
cult nature which, I am sure hon.
Members will agree with me when I
say, we were not accustomed to. That
was one period of transition.

Secondly, there was the transition
in the conduct of the affairs of this
House from English to Swabasha.
That was another difficulty. Many
things had to be attended to, parti-
cularly by the Clerk, during this
period of transition which is still
taking place. I see the hon. Member
for Uva-Paranagama (Mrs. Kusuma
Rajaratna) smiling. Apparently, she
thinks the transition is not taking

place. Well, I hope it will soon be
finalized.
Those were the two difficult

tasks, and I do not think any person
in this country, within this House or
without, will in any way question the
fact that Mr. Deraniyagala performed
those difficult tasks in difficult times
with more than acceptance to every
person in this country.
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As regards the inculcation of parlia-
mentary traditions and procedures, it
is not surprising that he should have
been able to do it so ably. On the one
hand, as the Hon. Leader of the House
stated, he came of a very gifted
family, a very able family, that had
won distinction in various walks of
life in this country.

Apart from that hereditary advan-
tage, he learnt under two very dis-
tinguished Clerks of the House of
Commons. I refer to Sir Gilbert
Campion and Sir Edward Fellowes,
who had become very distinguished in
the Mother of Parliaments in the
performance of those tasks, the diffi-
cult tasks, of a Clerk of the House of
Commons, So having those two very
valuable assets to assist him it was
not surprising that he should have
done so well.

- Moreover, apart from the activities

of this House there are other
activities like the fostering of insti-
tutions such as the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association and the
Inter-Parliamentary Union, and I
think most Members of this House
will agree with me when I say that
Mr. Deraniyagala played a very big
part in the development of those two
very popular institutions among
Members of this House.

His tact and courtesy in dealing
with Members of this House were
beyond question. He was ever
willing to assist Members. To most of
us the procedures of Parliament are
not easy matters to know, and I must
‘confess although I have been a long
time in this House I do not know most
of those procedures, and, therefore,
in such circumstances many were the
Members who must have sought his
assistance ; and I must express on
behalf of the Members of this House
the unfailing manner in which he
responded to the requests of
Members.

Looking at the House around me
and the varied natures and tempera-
ments that go to compose it,
particularly looking in the direction
of the hon. Member for Kottawa

4820
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(Mr. D. B. R. Gunawardena), it
is no easy task to satisfy us all. We,
as I said of such varied tempera-
ments, in the heat of debate have to
give vent to anger and bitterness at
various times; sometimes pandemo-
nium has reigned in this House;
but through it all, unruffled, the
wise counsel of Mr. Deraniyagala to
the Speaker must have prevailed. I
must say, therefore, and hon.
Members will agree, that a Clerk to
the House requires very rare quali-
ties of human understanding and
tolerance, an appreciation of totally
opposing points of view, of the
different racial factors that go to
comprise this House. An appreciation
of all that is necessary to satisfy a
House of this nature. ;

We are all very sorry that he is
leaving us after 17 long years. We
are almost witnessing the passing
away of an institution, but he can
rest satisfied that he is leaving us
with a task well done and having
won the gratitude of everyone here.

Looking at him I cannot help
feeling how young he looks, much
younger than most of us who are
supposed to be younger than he.
I do not know the secret of this,
but I suppose some of our frivolities
here must have been a source of great
amusement and satisfaction to him.
I know that a great deal of service
to this country can still be rendered
by him and he can in the future
render even greater services than he
has rendered to this House. I do hope
that greater achievements lie in
store for him, and I wish him all
success in the pursuit of those
achievements.

As was done by the Hon. the
Leader of the House, I wish to add a
word of welconmie to the new Clerk.
We know that he will follow in the
footsteps of his predecessor. We know
the traditions in which he has been
nurtured, and, helped by the example
set before him by his predecessor, I
know that we can expect a tremen-
dous amount of service from him to
this House. While welcoming him, I
wish all success to Mr. Deraniyagala
in the future.

Sd D0 BB DE® ce.
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(Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam—Kanke-
santurai)

I have great pleasure in supporting
the Motion proposed by the Hon.
Leader of the House and seconded by
the hon. Leader of the Opposition.

eDE NGO Dew.

I have the privilege of having
known Mr. Deraniyagala long before
he joined this House as Clerk. I knew
him at Hulftsdorp where he began
his career first of all at the Unofficial
Bar and, later, on the Official side
of the Bar. In the latter capacity he
functioned as Crown Counsel for
many years. One does not know how
far he would have gone if he had
kept on at the Bar. He had a full
career before him. On the Official side
too it might have been possible for
him to have reached the highest place
in the profession, From the Official
Bar he came to this House as its first
Clerk.

The work of a Clerk of the House
is by no means a sinecure. It can be
very exacting at times. However
strenuous his work might have been,
Mr. Deraniyagala never showed that
he was tired though he worked day
and night together. It can be said of
him that he carried out his duties
without fear or favour. I wish to say
that he showed no partiality to any
party or person in the House. He
treated all alike. Like any intelligent
person, he would have had his
attachment to some party, be that a
Government party or an Opposition
party, but he never allowed his pri-
vate attachment to weigh with him
in his dealings with the Members of
this House or with parties represented

in the House.

On behalf of my party I wish him

all the blessings of a retired life. May
he live long to enjoy theifrzitsyoefoa
retired life.

1964 ¥ emdd& 27
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I also wish to join the other
speakers in congratulating Mr. Wije-
sinha on his appointment as thne
Clerk of the House. Mr. Wijesinha
iIs young and he has a long career
before him. I have no doubt that he
will emulate the fine example set by
Mr. Deraniyagala.

g . 2.26
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(The Hon. R. S. Pelpola—Minister of
Posts and Telecommunications)

Mr. Speaker, I wish to associate
myself with the tributes that have
been paid to Mr. Deraniyagala and to
support the Motion moved by the
Hon. Leader of the House.

Although I have known for some
time that Mr. Deraniyagala will be
retiring from the office of Clerk of
the House, I find it difficult to realize
that the day has already come upon
us, and I am sure I am expressing
the feelings of every hon. Member of
this House when I say that it will be
with a deep sense of loss that we of
this House will take part in its future
proceedings without the presence of
his charming personality.

For my part, it is with a deep sense
of gratitude that I recall the assist-
ance and support that Mr. Derani-
yagala gave me in carrying out the
arduous duties of the office of
Speaker throughout the course of a
period of almost four years. It was
his services, so generously placed at
my disposal, that sustained me in the
difficult situations that I had to deal
with. His great knowledge of parlia-
mentary procedure and usages and
his unfaltering devotion to duty were
a tower of strength to me.

As. has been stated earlier, Mr.
Deraniyagala was the first Clerk of
this House and the most senior in the
Commonwealth. He has been guide.
philesopher and friend to several
Spedkers during a period of 17 years,
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in laying the foundations and

moulding the traditions of the

parliamentary system. His hand can
be seen in the work of every Com-
mittee, in every innovation that has
been adopted by this House, from the
simultaneous translation of speeches
to the transaction of Business in
Sinhala, and even in the very walls
that surround us.

Not the least important, perhaps,
is the loving care with which he has
built up the Ceylon Branch of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Asso-
ciation from almost comparative
obscurity when it was known as the
Empire Parliamentary Association.
This Association has grown to be one
of the most respected parliamentary
institutions, receiving support from
quarters that once had misgivings in
regard to its principles. This 1s
entirely due to the foresight and the
untiring efforts of Mr. Deraniyagala.

Above all, his unfailing courtesy
to all Members of the House at all
times and his great personal charm
and patience have endeared him to
all of us. For all these, and many
more, 1 think we as a Parliament
owe him a deep debt of gratitude.

Mr. Deraniyagala’s  departure
closes a chapter in the parliamentary
life of this country. His work has
peen well and truly done. While we
are losing an old and trusted friend,
I hope that his ability, wide ex-
perience and poundless energy will
be available in the service of this
country for many years to come.

I wish him many years of health
and happiness.

Mr. Speaker, at the same time let
me congratulate the new Clerk,
whom I knew very well before his
apnointment. I believe he is a worthy
successor to a worthy Clerk:

Bowidn 8535 DG
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Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Mem-
bers of the Communist Party in this
House and on my own behalf, I
should like to associate myself with
the Motion that has been moved by
the Hon. Leader of the House and
seconded by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition and with the many tri-
butes that have been paid to our
retiring Clerk, Mr. Deraniyagala.

I have had the good fortune to be
in Parliament during all the 17 years
that Mr. Deraniyagala functioned as
our Clerk. Reference was made to
the fact that he was an institution of
this Parliament. That is quite so. He
was an institution of the Parliament
in the way the Mace is an institution,
that our Standing Orders are an
institution, that your Chair is an
institution. He was to all of us part
and parcel of the Parliament because
in a way he was the ereator of this
Parliament.

I am personally aware of the tre-
mendous initial work that he did to-
gether with the Clerks of the House
of Commeons in drafting our Standing
Orders and procedures. I am aware
of the role he played even in the
architectural changes of the House
which have taken place from time to
time and in the proceedings and
the work of the House and its
Committees.

Mr. Deraniyagala was an ornament
to this institution and it is in that
strain that I should like to pay my
tribute to his work. In all these 17
years, what I have admired about him
is his complete non-partisanship. He
has always acted in the interests of
the House as a whole. His advice has
been freelyv available to the Members
of ﬂ:ye Government and the Members
of "the ' Opposition.
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The hon. Leader of the Opposition
referred to the tact that many of us
who have been long here cannot, as
in the case of the Leader of the
Opposition himself, sometimes keep
track of the Standing Orders. I
must say that I have generally tried
to work on the principle that it is
my duty to say what I want to say
and it is your duty to say whether I
am in order or not. But Mr.
Deraniyagala was always available
to any hon. Member who wished
advice on procedure, and I think he
would forgive me if I say that even
in practical matters of Government
versus Opposition and Opposition
versus Government, Members could
consult him knowing not only that he
would give accurate and impartial
information but that he would also
not disclose to anybody else the
matters on which his adviee had
been sought. That is why I would
like to pay a special tribute to this
aspect of his work.

He has assisted many Speakers
from Sir Francis Molamure to your
worthy self, men of different tem-
peraments—and all of them made
their impact on the House—but
behind them was Mr. Deraniyagala
with his advice. He sometimes got
some of the Speakers out of rather
difficult situations but he always got
the House out of very difficult
situations, and that was a rare
quality that we all appreciated
extremely highly.

I have worked with Mr. Deraniya-
gala in many Committees of this
House—the Public Accounts Com-
mittee, and various Seleet Com-
mittees of the House—and I think it
is only fair that some reference
should be made to the outstanding
contribution he made to the success-
ful work of those Committees. I
can say he was always there to give
advice, to help, to put clearly and
precisely what several Members
wanted but could not formulate with
such clarity and preeision. He did
not ever fry to force his views on
the Committees but always brought
matters to the notice of the Com-
mittees for their consideration, mat-
ters which were well weorth takitig
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into consideration. That is why
I say his assistance in the work
of the Committees of this Housn
was invaluable. That work, ex-
cepting to Members of the Com-
mittees, is not seen and known
because it is not done in the glare of
publicity like the proceedings of this
House, but it is none the less an
important and an integral part of
the House of Representatives.

Mr. Deraniyagala’s tact, unfailing
courtesy and cheerfulness—some-
times I think it is astonishing cheer-
fulness under very difficult conditions
—and if I may be allowed to add,
his friendship to all Members of the
House, will be of long and lasting
memory to all of us. It is very sad
that he has now severed his connee-
tions with us by his retirement. He
has set a tradition which would be
well worth emulating.

I should like to offer my congratu-
lations to our new Clerk. I am sure
that with his background and his
experience he will continue that
tradition, and that the work of this
House will go on as before.

I wish Mr. Deraniyagala good
health, a happy retirement and great
success. I do not know what he plans
to do now. If he does write a book of
his reminiscences about the House,
I am sure it will be very interesting ;
or if he merely gives his observations
on the work of the House, the Stand-
ing Orders, and the experience that
he has accumulated over the last 17
years, it would be extremely
valuable. And I think he, more than
any other person in this country,
would be in a position to do that. I
hope some of his retirement would
be spared for that purpose.

When he came to this House, he
diverted from a career which, if it
had continued, would invariably have
ended up with his being appointed
to the Supreme Court Bench, mayhe
in the position of Chief Justice of this
country. Nevertheless, so far as this
House is concerned, we are very glad
he took that decision because his ser-
vice to the House, to this great
sovereign institution of our country.
has,been such that his name will
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always be associated with this House
and this Assembly. We are saying
good-bye to an outstanding and loyal
servant of this House, and I am sure
I can say on behalf of all the
Members of this House, whether they
have been here only for a short time
or whether they have been in this
House for the last 17 years, that we
record our appreciation of his work
and our thanks for the assistance and
for the {riendship which he has
shown to all of us.

I have great pleasure in supporting
the Motion that has been moved by
the two Leaders of the House and of
the Opposition.

¢ e 2.39

e DED. cruzne® (wEE)
(soorfG L lefly. sa@uss—sra)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)

Mr. Speaker, the retirement of Mr.
Ralph St. Louis Pieris Deraniyagala,
from the office of Clerk of the House
of Representatives, which he has held
for 17 years from 1947, is a note-
worthy event. He has been with us
during the first chapter of Ceylon’s
parliamentary history, and he has
helped to guide the proceedings of
this House with dignity and honour.

Mr. Deraniyagala is a gentleman
of learning and culture. He hails from
one of our most illustrious families.

His father, Sir Paul Pieris, was one
of the greatest Sinhala patriots of
British times. He was an outstanding
member of the Ceylon Civil Service,
and a famed scholar. When he was
functioning as a judge, he delivered
a judgment in the Gampola Perahera
case, fifty years ago, which has pas-
sed into history. In the course of that
judgment he held that the Kandyan
Convention of 2nd March, 1815, cons-
titutes a law that is binding and
unalterable for all time.

Mr. Deraniyagala’s mother, Lady
Pieris, is a lady of rare grace and
charm with a generosity all her own.
She made a benefaction of one lakh
of rupees to the University of Ceylon,
which honoured her by naming one of
its residential halls after her—the
Hilda Obeyesekere Hall.

Bewldn 535 eBADE®

4828
8@® BB

His two brothers and sister all
distinguished themselves in their own
spheres.

Mr. Ralph St. L. P. Deraniyagala
started his career in the Crown Coun-
sel’s Department and, had he chosen
to remain in that department, there
was no high office in the judiciary
which he might not have reached.
But he preferred the less spectacular
career of serving his country and his
people in a sphere which demanded
special gifts.

Mr. Speaker, I think a good Clerk
to the House is born and not made.
Mr. Deraniyagala seemed born to the
task. He knew the procedure
thoroughly, and what is more, he
understood the spirit behind the
procedure.

Mr. Deraniyagala has virtually
been the maker of our parliamentary
traditions which have broadened
from precedent to precedent.

I have watched him at those
moments when there were disputa-
tions among Members on the two
sides of the House. He was always
impartial and displayed a sturdy
independence that was characteristic
of him.

Mr. Deraniyagala shone in
Committee work. His grasp of essen-
tials, his precision and his wise
counsel were aids that helped
Members to reach correct decisions.

Mr. Deraniyagala leaves us after 17
years of service devoted to the cause
of parliamentary democracy. He
leaves us with his work well done.
He has earned his retirement. But
we hope that his learning, experience
and unrivalled attainments will be
availed of by the State in other
suitable spheres of work.

g, e, 2.43
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(Mr. D. P. R. Gunawardena—Avissa-
wella)

Mr. Speaker, on beharf of the
Mahajana Eksath Peramuna I wish
torosupport the Motiun before the
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House which was moved by the Hon.
Leader of the House and was so ably

seconded by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Sir, 17 years is a fairly big slice
in the life of an individual. During
these 17 years, Mr. Deraniyagala has
helped this Parliament to build up
traditions and to protect its rights.

His services have been available
always to Members of this House
whether they were of the Govern-
ment or of the Opposition, whether
they were front-benchers or back-
benchers. Whenever any Member
wanted his advice he readily gave it
and invariably his advice was correct.

Mr. Deraniyagala comes of a very
distinguished family, a family distin-
guished for scholarship. The hon.
Member for Galle (Dr. W. Dahana-
yake) has already referred to Mr.
Deraniyagala’s father, Dr. Paul Pieris,
that great scholar, who was largely
responsible for making a real contri-
bution to Ceylon history by his
monumental work on the Portuguese
period and the Dutch period, which
gave a new turn to Ceylon history,
and by his other works.

The hon. Member for Galle has
already referred to the historic
judgment delivered by Dr. Paul
Pieris when he was District Judge,
Kandy, in the mosque procession
dispute. In that judgment he held
that the traditional rights that the
people of this Island enjoyed, the
traditional rights that the Buddhists
enjoyed, could not be interfered with
or stopped by the developments that
had taken place at that time in this
Island.

I think that judgment was given
in 1913, and everyone who knows
anything about the developments that
took place from 1913 to 1915 is aware
of the important influence that that
judgment had on the development
of Buddhist thought, of independent
thought, in this country.

A very profound scholar, Dr. Paul
Pieris was a member of the Civil
Service from which heimetirediode
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serve the Government of Ceylon as
Trade Commissioner in London. I

think he was Ceylon’s first Trade
Commissioner in London.

As a Member of the Executive
Committee of Labour, Industry and
Commerce in the State Council, I
remember reading with interest his
diaries from London. He may not
have been a good administrator but
his reports of day to day events were
a mine of information to us who were
Members of that Committee.

Mr. Deraniyagala was appointed
Clerk of this House after a period of
service in the Crown Counsel’s
Department. After a distinguished
career at St. Thomas’ College and at
Cambridge, he was called to the Bar,
I believe, when he was twenty-one
years of age.

Before he was appointed Clerk of
the House, he had his training under
the Clerk of the House of Commons
who served in‘that capacity from 1937
to 1948, Lord Campion.

He comes, as I said, of a distin-
guished family. His brother Justin
Deraniyagala is a distinguished
artist. His other brother who was the
Director of the Museum is a great
scholar ; I knew him only as a boxer.
I do not think Mr. Deraniyagala dis-
played any tendency in that direction.
They were all distinguished scholars
and Government servants. And his
sister—Miriam Pieris—was the first
to popularize Kandyan dancing in
this country—at a time when some of
our Kandyan friends were ashamed
of their dancing.

Sir, I have something more to add.
I came to the State Council as
Member for Avissawella by toppling
the then Speaker, Mr. Forrester
Obeyesekere. Mr. Deraniyagala is
married to his daughter.

I have not had the good fortune to
be in this House for 17 vears from
the time this Parliament was started.
I entered this House in 1947. In early
1948 1 had to leave this House. My
acquaintance with Mr. Deraniyagala
startedbreally when I was a Member
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of the Government of the late Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike as Minister
of Agriculture and Food, but it was
actually during the last two Parlia-
ments, that is, the short Parliament
of March 1960 and this long Parlia-
ment, that I began to admire his
patience and devotion to duty, his
integrity, and his readiness to help
every Member in this whole House
when such advice and help were
needed.

We are very grateful to him for the
work he did for the last 17 years as
Clerk of the House. His advice was
readily available to the Speaker, and
I have not the slightest doubt that
every Speaker who accepted his
advice correctly did his work to the
satisfaction of Members of this
House.

I do not need to remind you of the
importance that the office of Clerk
holds in an Assembly of this nature.
We are accustomed to say that you
are the guardian, the custodian of the
rights of this House, but really in
effect it is the Clerk of the House who
is the custodian of those privileges
and rights by giving you correct
advice when you seek adviee. I have
not the slightest doubt that Mr.
Deraniyagala has given correct
advice during the last 17 years to all
the seven Speakers who sat in this
House as Speaker.

There is just one point that I would
like to mention. I am a very unor-
thodox man: I do not observe the
normal orthodoxies. You, as Clerk
of the House, have served this House
impartially without fear or favour.
You have done your duty—the Clerk
has to perform onerous duties—to
this House, to this country and the
people of this ecountry, I do not want
to enumerate those duties. In the
past, without fear or favour, you have
carried out tasks which the Constitu-
tion conferred on you.

Some time ago an Acting Minister
of Finance addressed a letter of re-
signation to you resigning from
membership of this House,. On, that
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occasion I know that pressure was
brought to bear on you to see whe-
ther that letter could be ignored. But
you were too conscientious to ignore
that letter. The letter was received
and there was no one in this country
—not even the Government—who
could influence you and get you to
ignore it. The result was that you
reported a vacancy in this House as
the Member for Nikaweratiya had
resigned. That is a duty that the
Constitution has cast on you.

I am not trying to find fault with
an officer who has for 17 long years
done his duty devotedly to this
House, to this country and to the
people of this country. But if there
is a stranger in this House—and you
are satisfied that a prima facie case
has been established that he has a
contract with the Government—it is
your duty to take cognizance of it and
report to the Governor-General that
there is a stranger in this House. I
am not finding fault with you. I am
not blaming you. It is the Constitu-
tion that casts that duty on you.
There cannot be any doubt, and it
was made clear, that the Hon.
Minister of Finance had a contract
with the Government of this country,
not because he owns the Giridara
Mills but because the Giridara Mills
was milling Government paddy and
delivering the rice to the Govern-
ment. It is a duty that the Constitu-
tion casts on you. Section 24 of the

Ceylon (Constitution) Order in
Couneil says:
“_ .. .if he becomes subject to any of

the disqualifications mentioned in Section
13 of this Order.”

Section 13 refers definitely to a
person who has a eontract with the
Government.

It is not your duty to find out
whether the person should go to the
eourts or not. If you are satisfied in
yvour own mind that there is a con-
tract, if you are satisfied with the
facts placed before this House and
before vou—the hon. Leader of the
Ovposition did place those facts
before the House in the most unmis-
takahle terms, and the hon. Member
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for Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia, in spite
of his long oration, was unable to
meet any of the legal points—then
there is a duty cast on you by the
Constitution. I am not saying that
you have in any way failed us. I am
merely reminding ycu that this is a
duty that is cast on the Clerk of the
House. All this talk about this being
a matter for the courts is indulged in
merely to throw dust in the eyes of
the people. On the contrary, it is a
matter for this House. It is for the
Clerk of the House to find out and
satisfy himself whether, as a result
of a contract with the Government,
a Member, who was a Member of
this House, has ceased to be a Mem-

ber, and to report that fact to the
Governor-General.

I have very great pleasure in
supporting this Motion. I wish you
long life. I wish you a useful life
devoted to scholarly work, the life
that your father led even during his
last years. We all wish you well,
Clerk of the House.
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(Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon—Appointed
Member)

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
Appointed Members I should like to
pay our tribute to the Clerk of the
House who, tragically, is retiring at
the mere age of sixty. I reckon that
sixty is an age when life begins. We
all hope that it does for him after his
17 years in the House. After all, he
deserves something !

Many hon. Members have paid
their tributes to Mr. Deraniyagala for
the work that he has done for the
House and for the country. I should
like to thank him, on behalf of the
Appointed Members, for one aspect
of his work here, and that is his ex-
treme friendliness. He made us feel
that in the Clerk of the House we
have a friend that we can go fo for
advice. We did not always,take his
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advice, but the advice was there and
it was given in all friendliness and
in all honesty.

I am sure all of us here hope that
we will see Mr. Deraniyagala in
public life for very many years to
come,

The hon. Leader of the Opposition
has spoken of his youthful appear-
ance and I think that youthtful
appearance will carry him through.
After all, he has been through the
long trials and tribulations of having
to listen to debates in this House for
17 years!

I have had the privilege—I am
not certain whether it was a privi-
lege—of coming from the Senate to
this House; I have had the pri-
vilege of sitting in all five Parlia-
ments and during that time I have
been able to gauge the tremendous
work and the value of the work that
Mr. Deraniyagala has put in.

I have one note of regret, and I
feel I should mention it; that is
in relation to the last speech that was
made in this House by the Ilast
speaker. I think it is regrettable
that he should give Mr. Deraniyagala
that slightly bitter taste to take
away with him along with his
pleasant memories.

We, the Appointed Members, wish
him all the very best and thank him
for his friendship and advice.
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(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera—Minister
of Finance)

I think I am one of the few
belonging to the old brigade to which
the hon. Member for Wattegama
(Mr. A. Ratnayake) belongs. We
have been perhaps longest in this
House, from the State Council days
to date. We have seen many
Speakers presiding over this House,
and we have also witnessed a
number of Clerks functioning in this
House.

Today is a unique occasion, as a
matter of fact. Speakers come and
Speakers go but the Clerk goes on
for ever. And this is one of the few
occasions when the Clerk also goes.
That is as well. In the nature of
political life, Speakers have to come
and Speakers have to go but the
Clerk is really the repository of
precedents of this House. He symbo-
lizes this institution in a sense. He
carries in his head and he carries
in his various documents all the
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precedents derived from what has
happened in the House in the past. He
is always, therefore, ready to advise
and warn the Speaker in the Chair of
what bhas happened in the past and of
the necessity to stick to tradition.

Therefore, in the nature of things
it is fit and proper that the Constitu-
tion actually provides for a Clerk of
the House. He is recognized as part
of this great institution—a vital part
of this great institution. Just as much
as the Judges are appointed by the
Governor-General, the Clerk of the

House too is appomted by the
Governor-General. He  therefore
holds a very significant, important

and, in a sense, a unique place in the
constitutional set-up of this country.

It is true that we have had a
number of Clerks. In the State
Council days perhaps the Clerk we
had for the longest period was
Mr. E. W. Kannangara. Mr, D. C. R.
Gunawardena was here for a short
while, and earlier there was
Mr. Coomaraswamy. Of those whom
we then had, perhaps, the period of
Mr. Kannangara was the longest.

With the Soulbury Constitution,
since 1947, we have had an entirely
new set-up. The duties and respon-
sibilities of the Clerk of the House
became more onerous, more difficult
and also complicated, because in
1947, with the new Constitution, we
cot this clear-cut division between
the Opposition and the Government.
In the past, in the State Council
days, this division was not so clear-
cut and not so obvious. With this

division, this problem of holding the
balance of forces—even the problem
of being impartial—became, in a
sense, more difficult than it originally
was. There was no such hard
and fast division between the
Opposition and the Government when
we had the Executive Com-
mittee system because we had a
different seating arrangement and
sometimes we sort of merged into
each other both in regard to our
views as well as our activities.
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No crossing !

oG @nda A5y, 8. cueddh
(Qseorrer sorfls erer. orib. QuGramr)
(The Hon. Dr. N. M. Perera)

No crossing was possible. It was
a circle, and we went round and
round. From 1947 we were very
fortunate so far as our Parliament
was concerned. We had as Speaker,
Mr. Molamure who, whatever his
other deficiencies, made the great
effort, and succeeded in that
effort, of mastering the intricacies
of procedure at a time when
Mr. Deraniyagala, as Clerk of the
House, was also new to this
Assembly. I must say he had
considerable help from Mr. Fellowes,
a person whose wide knowledge
of parliamentary procedure was
acknowledged by all Parliaments,
when we set about getting up a
book comprising parliamentary pro-
cedure of all countries in the world.
Mr. Fellowes was taken in as one
of the chief advisers to that body
for the purpose of drawing up this
comparative study. He had a really
pre-eminent place with regard to
knowledge of parliamentary proce-
dure, and Mr. Deraniyagala had the
good fortune to draw on his ex-
perience and his knowledge.

Mr. Molamure was a man with
a very keen mind and a very keen
intellect. Even though he had other
deficiencies yet as Speaker he cer-
tainly was very able, very effec-
tive, and very knowledgeable.
If Members who today speak in
this House were to attempt to speak
with Mr. Molamure in the Chair as
Speaker, I am sure very few Members
would carry on these long speeches
they are now indulging in. He
remembered everything that every
Member had spoken, and he was very
quick at pointing out to Members who
kept on repeating statements or argu-
ments advanced by others. So, this
rare combination of Speaker and
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Clerk enabled us to
good precedents
traditions from the First Par.
liament onwards. Thanks to the
great help of Mr. Deraniyagala, those
traditions were continued and are
being continued today. I cannot
say, quite honestly and frankly, that
I agree with all the decisions that
have been given by the various
Speakers, including Mr. Molamure.
Perhaps I am one of those who
argued and argued over and over
again with most occupiers of this
eminent Chair, from Mr. Molamure
downwards.

set up very
and very good

I do think there is one further
duty that Mr. Deraniyagala owes to
this country and to this House. He
may not be an Erskine May, but Mr.
Deraniyagala can do a very useful
service by collating and offering us,
by sorting out and sifting, the tradi-
tions that may be considered accept-
able, recognizable traditions, and the
precedents which we must foster if
this Parliament is to function. We
might be able to set aside some of
those questionable ones because they
have from time to time been upset
or changed, but the genuine tradi-
tions and precedents that have been
maintained all along must be put
down in black and white for the
benefit of those who come after
us. Mr. Deraniyagala is in a unique
position to do that because he started
this institution, and I do want to
appeal to him, before the Govern-
ment pounces upon him and calls
him to undertake some other jaunt,
that he should insist on a certain
amount of leisure, at least for one
year, to see that this task is done.
That task must be done by some-
body. I cannot think of any person
better fitted than Mr. Deraniyagala
to do that. I believe he has already
got most of those precedents and all
that he has to do now is to put them
into shape. He has got the ability to
do that, and I would appeal to him
on this occasion to carry on that good
work.
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One of the greatest traditions that
he has established is—this is one
of his greatest qualities—that he
effaced himselt and did not allow his
personality to intrude into his work.
That is what we expect of the Clerk.
This is an impersonal act. The
Clerkship is an end in itself. He can
only be, in a sense, behind the scene
or the adviser. The Chair must take
the responsibility but behind the
Chair there must always be this
individual and institution ready and
prepared to give you impartial
advice, warn you, persuade you and
try and correct you. That is his job.
All the time the House must be
aware that it is your judgment, that
it is your decision and not the
Clerk’s, because otherwise he will be
brought into the fray. I must say
that Mr. Deraniyagala has fulfilled
that task to the highest degree. He
has set a very high standard. I am
quite satisfied, and I am sorry to lose
his services. I hope his successor will
maintain that great tradition along
these very same lines.

Well, Sir, all the good things that
have been said of him, the
excellent qualities Mr. Deraniyagala
possesses, I do not want to reiterate.
I have had the pleasure of being a
personal friend of his in a very
intimate sense and I wvalued his
friendship. I know how quite
independent he is with regard to his
own ideas. But, whatever his bias
or feelings, he has not let them
intrude into his work. He has
maintained, in so far as a human
being can, that impartial position
that any human being can be asked
to maintain. That is a great thing,
and that is a great quality. He
showed no pettiness, jealousy or
envy. That is also a great quality.
He tried to assuage us when we
were roused up in the heat of
debate or in some matter or other.
All those great qualities Mr.
Deraniyagala possesses.

I think the greatest tribute that
this country can pay Mr. Deraniva-
gala is to see that the traditions for
which he worked so selflessly are
maintained and carried on and
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passed down to generations yet to
come who will use this Chamber,
who will occupy that Chair and who
will argue here as we have been
arguing for years now.

Mr. Deraniyagala has given par-
liamentary institutions in this
country a very sound and good start.
Let us all try to see that those great
traditions are maintained in the
future.

This institution Mr. Deraniyagala
has served in many other ways. It
is largely due to him that we have
today in this institution the
semblance of a library. It is a very
important part of our set-up that we
should have a properly equipped
library for the use of hon. Members
at any time when required. To the
best of his ability and with the
limited resources at his command,
he has endeavoured to cater to the
creature comforts that we normally
require in this institution. It is not
his fault that this institution is not
better equipped for the convenience
of hon. Members.

I do hope that before many years
have passed a better House with
proper amenities for all hon. Mem-
bers to perform their very difficult
tasks would be a reality. It is a
pity that Mr. Deraniyagala does not
continue in office to see that come
into being but I have not the
slichtest doubt that from outside he
will give all the assistance in the
fashioning of a new assembly hall
which is very badly and urgently
required in this country.

I dp not want to speak at length.
Mr. Deraniyagala knows without my
saying so that all of us have the
best of wishes for him. He gets a
well-earned rest, but I suppose he
will be brought back into harness
again in one type of job or the
other.

I would plead with him once
again to set down those traditions
that he has helped to build up, in
black and white, because as the
days and the years pass by it will
be more and more difficult to do so.
If an institution such as Parliament
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1s to function satisfactorily, it is

very necessary that those precedents

should be readily available for the

benefit of his successor and for all

those who will adorn that chair in
the future.

I do hope that he will enjoy good
health for many years to come and
that, though outside the House, he
will be our constant friend and
adviser in the very difficult times
ahead ; that he will continue to
warn us, to help us and also to
support us in the very many prob-
lems that we will have to face in
this House.

g. on. 3.34
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(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody—Bulath-
sinhala)

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed a difficult
moment for us, Members of this
House, when we have to say good-bye
to an officer of this House who has
been with us for a long time and
with whom we have associated so
closely and intimately. Mr.
Deraniyagala as Clerk of the House
was the kingpin of this House.
Indeed the Clerk is the kingpin of
the House. It is a most responsible
post, and judging from the observa-
tions that have been made by Mem-
bers who have been in the House
of Representatives and the State
Council, it is no doubt a fact that
Mr. Deraniyagala has discharged his
duties with a great sense of respon-
sibility. He has been of great assist-
ance to us Members of this House,
to Ministers and to Speakers. It is
indeed a difficult task, when we take
into account the various groups and
parties represented in this House, to
give advice which is not only impar-
tial but also will appear impartial.
It is a very difficult task.

It has been said that he has been
very useful to Speakers and has given
useful advice and guidance to them.
Hon. Members have mentioned the
-names of Speakers, but I think they
have not quite correctly remembered
the history of this House. Among the
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Speakers of this House there had also
been one who was there for a short
time. I refer to the former Member
for Dehiowita, the present Member
for Bulathsinhala. Of course, I did
not need the advice of Mr. Clerk, but
had I remained there much longer,
I am certain the Clerk would have
given me the necessary guidance.

Mr. Deraniyagala has great
experience in this institution. He is
in a position to speak with authority
on any matter relatng to the proce-
dure of this House. I am certain we
will feel his absence, although I have
no doubt that his successor will be
equally worthy of his office.

Mr. Deraniyagala has been advised
to spend at least a short time of his
retirement in compiling some literary
work that will help the House and
Parliament in the future. I do not
know whether that will be a very
useful pursuit. Judging from the
crises of parliamentary institutions
I do not know whether it will be a
useful thing for Mr. Deraniyagala to
spend his time in writing books on
parliamentary procedure. I think
the Hon. Minister of Finance will tell
you how he as a student of parlia-
mentary procedure, with great con-
cern for parliamentary institutions,
had occasion to study the most demo-
cratic constitution in the world at that
time—the Weimar Constitution. He
will also tell you what happened to
that Constitution a very short time
afterwards. Herr Hitler, when he
came into power, tore up that Consti-
tution. So, although it is not my
business to say so, I am sure
Mr. Deraniyagala could spend his
time more usefully than in compiling
a book on parliamentary procedure.

These institutions are out of date.
We are thinking of great traditions,
but I beg to differ. While those who
come after us will be interested in
these traditions, I am certain that
they cannot follow in these tradi-
tions. These institutions have served
the need ; they are now already in
the past. We need more representa-
tive institutions and I am certain that
the people who come after us will
create their own institutions—
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(Mr. J. R. Jayewardene—First Colombo
South)

Their own Parliaments ?

DRV D wOlw omnd cn.
(8@ eri_wer Finrstary.)
(Mr. Edmund Samarakkody)

——on a more representative basis
and not have class institutions and
bourgeois Parliaments.

References have been made to a
former Speaker of this House, the late
Sir Francis Molamure. It has been
said of him that if he were here to-
day many hon. Members of this House
would not speak as they do today. It
is unfortunate that some of us were
not there in the State Council during
the time of Mr. Speaker Molamure.
Had we been there he might have
been a more democratic Speaker.
There is no chance for that type of
Speaker today. We want Parliament
and our representative institutions to
be the place where the voice of the
people will be heard.

Let us state with regret that it
was very recently, shortly after the
formation of the Coalition Govern-
ment, that people who had oppor-
tunities of studying parliamentary
procedure—authorities on par-
liamentary procedure—those who
spoke in the name of democracy

and the rights of the people,
when they had hardly taken
their seats in the Ministerial

benches came before us and wanted
to curtail our right to speak. They
wanted to limit the speaking time
of hon. Members to 10 minutes. We
refused to submit to this. We did
not tolerate that. Therefore this
institution still remains in the same
way representative as before. With
regard to the future, I think the
people who will come after us will
take care of that.

I do not want to speak at length.
We are indeed sorry that Mr. Derani-
yagala is leaving us. But let us all

3——1629 (64/10)
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remember that not one of us is
indispensable. I have no doubt that,
while we miss him, his place will be
filled by someone who will carry
out his duties with dignity and
responsikility. We say good-bye to
Mr. Deraniyagala and we wish him
great happiness and a useful life in
retirement. He is retiring in the
normal course and is still full of
life and energy. We have no doubt
that he will spend his leisure as
usefully as he has spent his days
with us.

g. on. 3.44
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(Sir Razik Fareed—First
Central)

Mr. Speaker, I shall be failing in
my duty if I do not support the
Motion that has been so ably moved
by the Hon. Leader of the House and
ably seconded by the hon. Leader of
the Opposition.

Colombo

I have been 28 years in the Legis-
lature of this country, and I must
say, to my great happiness, that
Mr. Ralph Deraniyagala has really
been the best Clerk. There is not the
least doubt about it.

Not only is he a particular friend
of mine but I have known his
family for three generations. He
comes from one of the two leading
families that have produced great
men and women. There were his
father, the distinguished judge,
whose eminence was ably described
by my Friend the hon. Member for
Galle (Dr. W. Dahanayake); his
mother, Hilda Obeyesekere, the
philanthropic lady ; and his grand-
mother, known to my family as ““ Mrs.
J. P.”, the greatest philanthropist
Lanka has ever produced. So you see,
Sir, by what family this great gentle-
man has been produced. He is really a
gem from Deraniyagala, and I hope
that in his retirement he will not get
enmeshed in the Government or
other services but will go digging
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gems in Deraniyagala. The Hon.
Leader of the House and I know him
only too well. He is going to be as
free as a lark. I will not call him a
dove because I know him too well.

A great deal has been said about
my good friend, Mr. Deraniyagala. I
do not want to reiterate all the great
qualities that went to make this
gentleman the most famous Clerk of
this august Assembly. As a matter
of fact, I should have liked to say
many more words in praise of his
capabilities, but I must desist from
doing so as there are a number of
other speakers. I wish him and his
| family long life, happiness and
prosperity.

I should like to conclude by saying
| that T welcome the appointment of
Mr. Sam Wijesinha as Clerk. Mr.
Ralph Deraniyagala has set very
high standards indeed, and it will
not be an easy task for my dear
friend, Sam, to attain to those
heights which Ralph has reached. I
welcome him most heartily and wish
him all the luck.
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‘Batticaloa)

I wish to associate myself with the
tributes paid to Mr. Ralph Deraniya-
gala the Clerk of the House, who is
on the verge of retirement.

The late Sir Paul Pieris, an out-
standing Ceylonese of the previous
generation, a versatile scholar and a
man of letters, made a distinct con-
tribution to a critical knowledge of
the medieval history of our country
and in particular the Portuguese
period.

But to me his more positive contri-
bution to our country is his three
sons. The first is an artist in his own
right who lives in a world of fantasy
and make-believe. The second is a
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scientist of international fame who
lives in a world of fossils and is more
at home with the peculiarities of the
Neanderthal man. The third is our
own Ralph who, as Clerk of this
House, had in his term of 17 years sat
at the feet of six Speakers, excluding
my Friend, the then hon. Member for
Dehiowita, who was there for a very
brief moment. He built up the Cons-
titution of this House, as distinet from
the Constitution of the country, from
scratch he built up the Constitution
of this House and so to speak gave
life and blood to Parliament.

He has, in the unostentatious way
and self-effacing manner which his
office demands, with an unawareness
on our part, contributed in a consider-
able measure to the smooth function-
ing of the Business of the House in
procedural matters in spite of the
several pitfalls of our own creation,
particularly so when the Government
and the Opposition were locked in
mortal combat over a vital issue.

In spite of the learned exposition
of the hon. Member for Galle (Dr. W.
Dahanayake) on Parliamentary prac-
tice and procedure by his frequent
references to Erskine May, Campion
and Fellowes, I am sure he would be
the first to admit that Mr. Deraniya-
gala is a more competent authority
on this subject.

Our Clerk’s ability to counter with
his disarming smile the idiosyncrasies
of a motley collection of Members,
with diverse temperaments and atti-
tudes, has been his most salient
characteristic.

We Members of this honourable
House are very demanding and ex-
acting—more so than our constituents
towards us. The popularity of the
Clerk with all sections of the House
speaks highly of his ability to conquer
himself.

Our parting with someone who
has become so closely associated with
us over the years is indeed tinged
with sadness, but this is allayed by
the comforting thought that the
services of Mr. Deraniyagala with his
undoubted talent and experience of


http://www.noolahamfoundation.org/
http://www.noolaham.org/wiki/index.php/%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%81%E0%AE%A4%E0%AE%B1%E0%AF%8D_%E0%AE%AA%E0%AE%95%E0%AF%8D%E0%AE%95%E0%AE%AE%E0%AF%8D
http://aavanaham.org/

4853
&, cwsdd, 3G, 8, cblunc dusn, B8.3.3.:

men and matters, will even in his
retirement be availed of to the
greater good of the country.

At the same time I wish to offer a
sincere welcome to the new Clerk,
Mr. Sam Wijesinha, who, I am sure,
would stand up to the high standards
set by our Clerk of the House, Mr.
Ralph Deraniyagala.

& on. 4.5

20, ROEMHOWEe Vw. (CREERD)
(8. ern. D@ giiuriv—e GLn )
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam—Uduppiddi)

_ This is an occasion when the House
is unanimous and enthusiastically un-
animous in expressing our apprecia-
tion of and gratitude for the services
rendered by our Clerk for the last
17 years to this House and to this
country.

Each one of us bids farewell to
Mr. Deraniyagala with a wrench as if
a dear member of our family is
leaving us. With his encyclopaedic
knowledge of parliamentary proce-
dure, he has been a tower of strength
to successive Speakers and a source
of very useful advice to all Members,
particularly the new and the junior
Members of this House.

My first acquaintance with him,
Mr. Speaker, was the booming “ Come

in” as I tapped at the door of his

room, I must confess I was a little
overawed by the boom of his voice.
But I discovered very soon that below
that booming voice was a heart of
gold. On many an occasion after that
I had gone to him with a knotty
problem affecting our life as Members
of this House, and he always had the
courtesy to try and solve whatever
problem that we placed before him.
To us who are new Members of this
House, the juniors, he was always
helpful, trying to give us a chance to
speak, trying to give us a chance to
catch the eye of the Speaker more
than he would help the senior Mem-
bers of the House. For that service
we are particularly grateful to our
Clerk.
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Mr. Speaker, as has been observed
by more than one hon, Member who
spoke today, if Mr, Deraniyagala had
continued in the Crown Counsel’s
Department, I have not the slightest
doubt that he would have ended up
as the Chief Justice of our country.
But he rather chose to take an active
part in the making of the history
of our country. After all, the history
of our country is shaped to a very
large extent on the Floor of this
House. He preferred, to the ermine
robes of the Chief Justiceship, those
of the Clerk of the House, and he saw
history being made. I am sure he
has no regrets for the choice he
made, and may I assure him that we
of this Parliament and the Members
of Parliament who have preceded us,
are very happy that he made that
choice and played his part in shaping
the history of our country and did not
go after the glory of office.

Mr, Deraniyagala’s sense of duty
was very keen. It was said of him
that he took only half an hour off on
the day of his marriage and that
immediately after his marriage he
went back to his office. I do not know
what Mrs. Deraniyagala had to say of
this, but certainly that showed what a
keen sense of duty he had even in
those early days.

I wish him all happiness In
his retired life. I am sure this
Government would certainly utilize
his services and his knowledge in
some very useful capacity, but what-
ever that might be, may I tell him
that he leaves us today with the
assurance from every one of us
without exception that we appreciate
all that he has done for us as
Members of this House, and for this

country.

To eome to his successor, Mr. Sam
Wijesinha, he and I had been at the
Bar quite often crossing swords, he
at the prosecution table and I at the
defence table. I know what a keen
mind he has, I know what an hon-
ourable gentleman he is, and I am
sure he would continue to maintain
the very high traditions set for him
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“The king is dead! Long live the
king ! ” is what we are used to. Simi-

larly, the Clerk is going! Long live
the new Clerk!
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(Mr. Stanley Molligoda—Niwitigala)

Mr. Speaker, I would like to make
a small contribution in this meeting of
farewell to the Clerk of the House of
Representatives. Many Members of
this House who spoke said that
Mr. Deranlyagala had served in the
capacity of Clerk of this House for
17 long years and I think he was an
institution hers. From the great days
of Speaker Molamure he has served
to date as the Clerk and in this
capacity he has been indeed very
helpful to the freshers and novices
in this House in telling them the pros
and cons of parliamentary procedure
and also about parliamentary life to
some extent.

It is indeed tragic, Mr. Speaker,
that we are today making speeches
of farewell to the Clerk when parlia-
mentary institutions are gradually
vanishing in South and South-East
Asia. Only India and Ceylon remain
as two great bastions of parliamen-
tary democracy. In order to foster
and develop parliamentary institu-
tions as well as conventions and
traditions in this House, Mr. Dera-
niyagala had indeed played a very
great and noble part. The services
he has rendered to this House have
been amply appreciated by both
sides of the House.

Mr. Speaker, when we meet former
Members of Parliament they always
speak of the great services rendered
by Mr. Deraniyagala to them as
Members of this august assembly. I
would like to say one thing more.
Even if parliamentary institutions
were to die a natural death in this
country as it has happened in South
and South-East Asian countries like
China and Pakistan, a contribution
from Mr. Deraniyagala on the subject
of parliamentary convention and
practlces and decisions of former

p%anlga%ﬁ in this House, would indeed
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be most valuable for posterity.
Therefore I earnestly hope that you
will devote some part of your
leisure to this most important task.
Let the future generations at least
know the conventions and practices
of this House.

Mr. Speaker, finally I would thank
Mr. Deraniyagala for the magnani-
mous services he has rendered to this
House, particularly to the novices
and freshers in Parliament, and to
the entire nation. It is my earnest
hope and fervent prayer that you
will have long life and prosperity.

I would also wish all luck to
Mr. Sam Wijesinha, the new Clerk.
I am certain he will follow in the
footsteps of his learned predecessor
and also help to foster and develop

more conventions and practices in
this House.

I once again say to Mr. Deraniya-
gala, thank you and good luck in the
future.
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(Furprusi ojeuiaser)
(Mr. Speaker)

May I be permitted to express on
behalf of hon. Members of this House
our appreciation of the services of
our Clerk, Mr. R. St. L. P. Deraniya-
gala. On his retirement, this House
will lose one of the greatest servants
it had. Mr. Deraniyagala possesses
very rare qualities, qualities that
earned for him the most important
appointment in the supreme legisla-
ture of our country, and qualities
that sustained him for 17 years of
uninterrupted service to this House.

This House has rightly considered
it its duty to accord him a farewell
and wish him a happy retirement.

mAnddthe gesture of hon. Members in
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having a special Sitting of this House
in his honour and in unanimously
passing a Vote of Appreciation of his
services is, I consider, the best and
most fitting tribute this House can
pay Mr. Deraniyagala.

I think it is also my duty on this
oceasion to express a word of thanks
to the Hon. C. P. de Silva, Acting
Head of the Government, for his
courtesy in consulting me and the
hon. Leader of the Opposition in
regard to the most important
appointment of the new Clerk of the
House, Mr. S. S. Wijesinha. This
action is in the highest Parliamentary
traditions ; and I am grateful to the
Acting Head of the Government for
having established this valuable
precedent on the first occasion on
which a new Clerk of the House was
selected for appointment.

On behalf of all hon. Members of
this House I bid Mr. Deraniyagala
farewell and a haopy retirement, and
1 welcome Mr. Wijesinha as the new
Clerk of this House.

Bewidm 9535 2eIVCK

4872

DHE MBS '

@'6}’[@15'@'
S BemautiL|

ADJOURNMENT

o g OB CW TN smnldn Bu:

“ge Em BES we@8 @35 @edBcw 1964
cn2 @98 B 4 TB GG §. o 2 2» eoe
¢ D ame’'—[as & 8. ¢ EGD].

O35 @2 ACW 50 eWCO . o,
452 O, 1964 exn&€Ad 4 3» Agy
g . 2 2 e DC Sew @,

FEOLI, 4. Lo &H2

&(@)»
1964, peubui 4, yser@poL

9. L. 2 ol auedr @55 s

s Quppgl.

Adjourned at 4.52 p.m. until
2 p.m. on Wednesday, 4th
November 1964.
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